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name is the fact that man perishes not
alome in his iniguity Punshon
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The Essential Unity of All Our Connexional Work

1 recent Aunual Con
A ferences of our Church, this sub
Ject was deall with al  some
length, and our young people will do well
to study it. This article contalns the
substance of the cditors address de
livered In the West, and s printed here
in the hope that its perusal may help
all our readers, the youth especlally, [«
see very clearly that although as &
Church we have many members with
different offices we are still one body

each of the

INTERPRETED

If we understand this subject
it means that in the effective coustitu
tlon of the Methodist Church and for the
suocessful execution of its mission by
the Civersified sgencies enguged, it i
imperative that we should contider and
treat the whole work of the connexiou as

THE SUBJECT

arigh

one work, ong in ultimate alm and pur
pose, one In constraining spirit aud
motive, one in wise adaptation of method
and plan; in short, that we live and
labor together just as we siug “ We dre

not divided, all one body we

“ Eggential Unity” intreduces Canadlan
Methhdim to us as vitally one body,
rather than a merely complex machanical
organization with a plurality of parts
each existing 1o Itself, by Iitsglf. for
itgelf, and as an end ip itsell,—instead
of as a part and only a part of gne living
and complete whole

This Essential Unity " reminde us
therefage, that the Methodist Church is
a vital organism in which many and
*varied parts are organically connected;
that none of these parts can exist health
fully or perform Its proper functions
efficlently, separate and alone; and that
the measure of success of which the
whole body 18 capable, is determinable
only by the h nonious co-operation of
every organ entering into its construc
tion and contributing to its work

And such a reminder will do us no
harm. The spirit of vital connexional
unity must ever be preserved among us
and be as characteristic of Methodism in
the twentieth century as it was of the
first followers of John Wesley. As it in
spired thousands In the former days to
it must be operative among us to-day
By it the hearts of the early Methodists
were fused together in the white heat of
Divine love; by it they lived in affec-
tionate concord as one family with spir
tual interests common to all the mem-
bers; by it they were powerfully moved
with one controlling purpose to spread
Scriptural holiness throughout the land;
and under the dominant spirit of their
Incomparable brotherhood our fathers
were constrained to thelr great enter
prise and were enabled to perform mighty:
works for God. May the enthusiasm of
the same glorious cause never be lack-
ing among us, the sons and daughters of
noble sires; may the contagion of a holy
sed] constraln us to concerted labors for

our Master and Lord, for ours is one
work and it 18 His work
OUR SUPREME PURPOSE

Space will not permit of anything like
an exhaustive analysis of the work to
which by the Providence of God we
Methodists have been called. But we
do well to remind ourselves that while
the departmental agengles employed in
the Church are many] and varled, the
ultimate end for whick all are laboring
{s the rame. That end of all our con
nexional activities 18 and must ever be
the Enthromement of Jesus Christ as
Sovereign Lord in the hearts of all people,
His Exaltation as Universal Saviour and
King over all nations and kindreds of
the earth

Before this can be accomplished, how
ever, the most sanguine of us all will
readily admit that there is much pro-

gressive work to be performed, and many
intermédiate steps are to be taken. This
great tusk of saving the world has been
in progress for centuries, and its com
pletion is not yet In sight. The day of
universal triumph for Christianity is
surely some day coming, and to hasten
it by every means within our power ls
the immediate duty that confrents us ds
a Chureh

DEPARTMENT MACHINERY

in operation to

Undoubtedly we

day more organlzed michinery than ever
before; but we should not forget that
every portion of ‘this was brought ipto
being and fitted into place in order to
meet what came to be recogilzed as a
real need And 1 do not suppose that

uny of us will claim that we have by any
means yet reached the ultimate form of
plan, or,method, or machinery

* New occasions teach new duties,” and
certaldly “new oocasions have arisen
with surprising rapidity in the growth
and developmant of our Church in this
great land. Wg¢ may have some super
fluous machinery, and when it is demon
strated to be practically ineficient in
actual operation for God, it will surely
be superseded b¥ that which 18 better
adapted to accomplish the great work
He has for us in the land in which we

live, or in the lands across the seas
Every phase of our connexional work
has come Into it8 present place as
a growth, the connexional officlary has
not been artificlally or arbitrarily
created, but all has vitality developed
from simple beginnings to the present

comparatively complex state and condl
tion of work

It 18 sometimes asserted that we hidve
too many departments of work, too many
departmental officers, too much ma
chinery, a too {imtricate mechanism,
and that progress is is not proportionute
to our equipment ’?ut may at first
seem plausible, yet 1 bt If any of us
are wise epough to décide where the
curtallment should begin, or just what
agencies might be profitably dispensed
with. And opinlons differ as to the meas

ure of progress we are achieving
with the passage of the years How-
ever that may be judged, no fair
minded person will deny ‘hat in every
department of our work a m of
highest efficiency is aimed at b, e men

in charge; and that a larger measure of
success has not been achieved none regret
more deeply than these very same men
Each realizes the Importance of the
other, and If sgometimes there has seemsd
to be a rather disproportionate emphasis
placed upon certaln lines of work, it has
be4n mnot because of any spirit of an-
tagonism to any other phase of the work,
but has rather been prompted by & com-
mendable zeal to realize the utmost pos
sible results in the actual work accom-
plished in that one department

EVERY FIELD OF WORK IMPORTANT.

The * Essential Unity” we have In
mind refers not only to the connexional
boards in themselves or as related to one
another; but to our work ae it reaches
out from all these as centres, to the ex-
tremities of the *Church: east. west,
north and south, in our own home lang or
away across the ocean. The unit is not
In the department but in the whole con-
nezion which includes as a vital part cf
its being even the remotest mission in
the most unlikely outlying section of our
great connexional fleld. With such a view
it is never wise to discriminate between the
various classes ot our circuits and mis-
sions as being great or small, rich or
poor, Important or untmportant, desir-
able or undesirable, for each contributes
of Its life to the larger life of the whole,
and all are essential to the progresp and

v

+their later life.

prosperily of the bedy. There may seem
nothing particularly attractive or u
flueptial in the places some are appolnted
to fil, their experiences there may be
neither very bright nor happy; the work
to be done may be often hard and dis
couraging, but each man or woman toll
ing anywhere for the advancement ¥f €the
Kingdom of God through Methodist in-
fluence and agency, is a living member of
the working force and could not be spared
from his or her post without loss of
efficiency and power

Aund none realize more truly than do
the connexional officers themselves that
the very departments they represenl are
in the last analysis, ,almost wholly de
pendent on the men on fthe local felds
Boards may devise great projects, they
may define great policies, they may in
anugurate great plans, but the actual ac-
complishment of the work projected must
rest with the ggeat body of godly minis
ters and laymen who have to bear the
burden of local respgnsibilities and lead
the loeal workers in the actual realize
tion of the ends to be achieved.

This " Eesential Unity of all our con
nexional work " is based on the indwel
Iing spirit of brotherly love binding all
hearts together | mity and accord, and
needs for its assured success the hearty
fellowship in service of all Methodists
whether leaders or followers in every
place

NO PART INDEPENDENT OF THE
RIST.

Neither is it ever wise to place such
undue emphasis on the work of one de
partment that that of the others shall be
unfairly minimized. It may have been
thought sometimes that your representa-
tive leaders have been rather given to
magnify their own particular offices; but
we realize more and more that in the
very nature of our work no part of it is
independent of the other parts, that tae
law of interdependence, not in ce,
rules in all, and that we are so inter
related with one angther that if one mem
ber suffers, all syftédr with it, and if one
member rejoices §ll rejoice.

THE SUBJRCT ILLUSTRATED.

1t is hapdly necessary that 1 should
illustrate fhis, yet it can be easily and,
I think, maturally done.

We have seen that our ultimate aim
is the enthronement of Jesus Christ in
the hearts of all people. For this 1we
need  preachers, preachers who stand
ready to go anywhere to make Him
known, Methodism has ever had such
men, and, please God, she shall have
them till the end. But such preachers
grow old and become worn with the
abundant labors of the Iitinerancy, and
then the Church fulfils its ministry to
them as they have already fulfilled their
ministry to it. For this the Superannua
tion Fund is indispensable. By it the
Church keeps faith with the men who
have served her well throughout their
adult and active years, the men to whom
#he sald at the beginning of thelr
ministry: “If you do your part in serv-
ing the Church as you may be appointed,
the Church will ‘see that you do not lack
for at least absolute necessities when
your years of active public service are
past.” The Superannuation Fund is an
integral pagt of Methodism, not an in
surance adjunet by which men are pro
vided for at somebody else's expense in
No man covets a SBuper-
annuation allowance, but every faithful
minister among us deserves {t when the
time for its payment comes.

I have said that our ultimate aim is the
enthronement of Jesus Christ in the
hearts of all people, that for this we need
devoted preachers, ready to go anywhere
to preach His Gospel. But these preach-
ers must be sent and sustained in their
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toil. Many have, in the very nature of
things, to do piloneer work, and some
must necessarily toil on fields from which
perhaps no adequate monetary returns
may ever be received. Herein is the
opportunity and duty of our missionary
boards. The great world-wide Gospel
propaganda cannot be carried out with
out men and women and money, and the
part of the misslonary socleties ls very
apparent

But such preachers must bé educated
lever was the demand for am effective
teaching ministry more insistent than to
day, and never was & higher standard of
ministerial eficlency set up before our
eyes than the very peaple we would serve
present to us. The relation of our Edu
cational Soclety to this important phase
of our work was never clearer than it s
in these days of true Christllke service
as shown in the growing numher of
Tralning 8chools for deaconesses and

associated agen< without which the
Ohurch would be sadly impoverished of
good works

But if we are to have godly men and
women educated and trained for public
service in the extension of our Lord's

Kingdom, we must first get our boys and
giris and then grow them. For such men
and women, preachers, teachers, deacon
esses, doctors, nurses, or what not, can
not be manufactured; they must be grown

¥
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from childhood wp to adult life Herein
is the prime value of the Sunday School
and Young People’s Societles. Our base
of supplies is right here. Our Sunday
Schools, Epworth Leagues, and kindred
societies must start out on this life of

ministry thousands of our growing
youth, from among whom we should be

able to obtain a full complement of volun

teers to do the work of the Church in
the days to come

I have sald tnat our ultimate gim is
the enthronement of Jesus Christ in the
heartg of all the people Then whatever
would hinder Hls exaltation, deny His

right to reign, or dethrone Him from His
high estate, must be cast out That many
such opposing forces are intrenched in

soclal, civic and political habits and cus
toms needs no argument. To bring all
the influence of the Church to bear In ar
orderly and systematic way on these
evils is the alm of the Church through
the Temperance and Moral Reform De
partment. Only ten years ago some were
dublous about the organization of this
branch of our work, but its great up
Viftivg influence in our country ls very
manifest. It is engaged In a glorious

campalgn wherein “ Righteousness which
exalteth & nation” plays a most promi
nent part

In all these
ness for God

various channels of usefu
the relation of the Denomi
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national Press is of much importance.
The work which our connexional editors
and book s(n-um?p are doing is vital to
the success of the Church and its far
reaching .nfluence can never be measured

Nor must we count the systematic and
orderly management of the Church's
business, either locally or comnexionally
as separated from the great, ultimate alm
in view, the exaltation of Christ
earth

we have
yver all the

Whetber in the education of the people
n the stewardship of money, or In the
guldance of the quarterly boards in the

systematic ra £ and wise expenditure

of money, It is

most advisable that our
finance department be recognized as an
organic part of our Church life
S0 throughout all our connexion
Church work, rung one supreme purpose,

me ultimate alm
the attainment

one final end, and to
thereof In all the inter

mediate steps we unite heads and héarts
and hands In loving, wise, fraternal co
operation, and pray that though one may

be called to guide here, or to administer
there we all may know that no one tolls
for nought and that suwch labors are not
and never can be in valn. Glad with a
great gladness in our own knowledge of
the Christ, we live and labor together

hat He
of kings
evermore

may yet be acknowledged King
Lord of lords,

and Blessed for

World-Wide Young Methodism

IX. The Value of Junior Work

HE was a bright little tot and evi
S dently very proud of her baby bro
ther. With fond affection she look
ed with loving sisterly eyes upon his inno
cent, upturned face, as he lay in his snug
cradle, and emphatically spurned my offer
to buy him
“Won't you sell him?"' I asked, and jok
ingly continued, “How much i& he worth?
But she repudiated all my overtures, and
turning te the mother, said almost indig
nantly, “Muvver, he wants to buy baby
and we won't sell him, will we?" “No,
dearle,” the mother smilingly assured her,
‘We couldn't do without baby And the
wee girlie sister continued by asking the
question in all seriousness that I had pro-
pounded in fun, “ How much i8 he wurf,
muvver?' “Oh, ever so much,” was the
reply, “1 don’t think Mr. Bartlett could
buy him; he is worth more than money.'
And on my assenting to the mother's
statement and assuring the wee malden
that I could not afford to pay all the baby
was worth, she was comforted concerning
her brother
The s le incident set me,thinking,
and thinking hard. “ How nfuch 18 he
worth? I'mused. In my fancy 1 pi¥d up
all the gold of the Klondike, and added
thereto all the diamonds of Kimberley, and
then concluded that all told they did not
represent the worth of that one baby boy
The fond mother was right; he was
“ worth more than money.” And I let
my thoughts run on until I included in
my flng all the millions gf bablies that
dot theé earth In every cme and zone,
of every people and tongue, of all races
and colors, and 1 tried to estimate
the value of them all according to
the standards of Him who sald, “Of
such 8 the Kingdom of Heaven,”
and “It 1s npot the will of your
Father which Is In Heaven that one of
these little ones should perish.” 1 con
fess that the thought staggered me as |
recalled again His words as He sald, “See
that ye despise not one of these little
ones.”
“Do all

these little oncs belong to

Him?" 1 asked myself, and the answer
came promptly and without qualification,
“They do.” It was a glorious thought that

THE EDITOR

every baby throughout all the
been born into & world
atoning Christ, and the priceless posses
sion of such immeasurable wealth of hu
man life, to be claimed for Him, nurtured
for Him, held for Him, trained to ser
vice for Him,—all these mighty purposes
concerning the little ones as' related to
the Church by His redemption/—filled me

earth has
redeemed by the

with a great joy, and at the same time
posscascd me with a terrible dread lest
we who are set to fecd His lambs be
found recreant to our sublime trust, or
prove unfaith.ul to our supreme task as
undershepherds of Him,—the Good Shep
herd,—who gave His life for the sheep

“How much is he worth?" I agaln asked
myself, as in thought 1 reverted to the one
baby boy lying in infant {nnocency in
his cosy cradle. What is his value?—in
himself, here and now; in the esteem of
Jesus; as a prospective man; a coming
citizen; to the Church of God and so
my thoughts ran on Oh, the present
worth of a chi)d! Who can measure it?
Oh, the possibilities of a child! Who can
estimate them? If the former is beyond
computation, how we should value him
for his own sake. If the latter cannot be
forecasted, how diligently we should nur
ture and cultivate him that he may be
come ‘'the highest type of man, and of
priceless value to his fellows and his
God

“How much is he worth?” Until one
can make inventory of his full value, one
cannot catalogue all the benefits of Junior
Work, standing as It does for the reten
tion of the child in the Kingdom of God,
his culture in all that pertains to Christ
like character, and his training for a life
of loyal service in the Master's cause

We Methodists assert that children be
long to Christ. We do not baptize them
to make them His, but because we say
they are His already. We assign them a
place in the Kingdom of Heaven, not by
privilege, or as a favor, but as a recogni
tion of the rights secured to them by the
blessed Redeemer Himself. Our standards
are not at fault Would that our prac
tice were comsistent with them! If the
whole Methodist world were to pragtise
what it theoretically asserts in its doc

trine lu’\nn]_\ would the place of the chil
dren be Bssured on paper, but it would
be actually secured to them by every pro
vision for their retention in the Church,
and there would be lacking none of the
careful shepherding whereby they might
be held and nurtured within the fold of
Christ. As it is, how many are permitted
to wander into the wilderness and become
lost in the desert, none but an omniscient
Mind can know Burely, God will call
the Churgh to account some day, for the
fnnumerable host of wanderers who have
strayed away from lack of adequate early
protection and care

To keep the little ones for Jesus is what
the Junior work stands for. Call the socl
ety a Class, a Guild, a League, or by any
other name you please, its supreme pur
pose is to save the children to Christ, to

bring them Into early conscious roiativu
to Him, to cultivate His likeness within
them, and to fit them as they grow in

years and capacities,
service in His cause

Can we put on paper the value of such
an enterprise? 1 confess that the sum
fs one that 1 cannot compute. It is beyond
my powers of mathematical calculation
And 1 doubt very much If any of my read
ers will even attempt to make adequate
estimate of it

for actual personal

What 18 the value of Junior work to
the Junior himself? That is a very pro-
per question

To be taught as early as he can under
stand, that he belongs to Christ, not to
the Bvil One; that Jesus is his only right
ful Lord and Satan a Usurper; that the
blessed Saviour will manifest in his grow
ing life His power not only to forgive
sins but to prevent them; that his young
Jife may be lived without becoming deeply
stalned with sin, and gnarled and knotted

by evil habits; that even as a child he
may perform acceptable service to his
Master; that he may grow up in loyal

obedience to the Heavenly Father's will;
that he may find his greatest joy In
Christlike ministry among his fellows;-

surely this and all else like this which Is
embodied in the very principles of Junior
work, 18 worth everything to a child. And
for all this we Junior workers are called
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by the Holy Spirit to our labor of faith
and love among God's little ones.

What is the value of Junlor work to
the Church? This, too, I8 & practical ques-
tion

To have its life warmed and thrilled
by a continual accession of enthusiastic
young disciples in all the glow and ardor
of their loyal devotion to Jesus Christ, is
surely one effective way to keep its own
heart from growing cold and hard; to
bring into its working forces a number of
ardent young disciples who are keen to
show their love by active service, is surely
one good way to retain something of the
fire and fervor of primitive Methodism
to feel the contagion of the spirit of these
trained young enthusiasts in the work of
the Church is surely tof realize somewhat
of the inspiration and gplift of an enter
prize great enough and glorious enough
to unite in its programme all ages and
all powers of servioe But 1 am un
able to estimate how much Junior work,
conducted as I think the Master would
have it, would be worth to the Church
Of one thing | am sure the Church has
never yet reaped anything like the abun
dant harvest that ig possible to her, from
the children placed within her charge by
the great Father. Would that the Metho-
dist Church, mother as she ought to be
to milllons of youthful souls, the wide
world over, valued them as did the mother
of my little friend, her own baby boy,
and that she said as well by deed as by
word They are worth more than
money for lysometimes have a strange

fear that the L.m of the mint ay loom
up larger in the estecm of th *hurch

than the gold of conscerated yduthful
character

If, theoretically, we place so high a
value on the child, how ran we consls

tently hold as of little worth the organ
ized work for which the Junior Bocletics
in our local churches stands? If, prac
tically, we neglect our children, how can
we cxpect that they shall know and fear
the Lord as they grow into young man
hood and womanhood? We are dcaling
with living beings not with inert matter
The figure of a child as of so much cold,
insensate clay, that may be shapcd and
moulded by deft fingers manipulating it

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

from without, into beautiful shapes or
figures, 18 not true to nature The child is
a living entity, and if his character is to
be fragrant and lovely, he must be grown
from within as flowers are grown, and no
culture is too painstaking to effect the
most desirable results. If our sons are to
be as “plants grown up in their youth,”
they must be grown; they cannot be
manufactured. Too many artificia) flowers
already claim a placg in the Lord's gar-
den, but only those that live and bloom
from the full flow of life expandifg from
within, are acceptable in His sight. June
for work says, “We will claim the child
for Christ, we will grow the Christian
from within, we will train the worker to
prove his life by service Lo others,” and
only as these essential steps in a child's
life are well attended to may the Church
expect the highest results for Christ and
His Kingdom

What is the value of Junlor work? I
confess | cannot sum it all up. If 1 could
know the actual loss sustained by the life
that has been solled and stained by sin-
ful habit; if 1 could count up the tragic
devastation and ruin wrought in human
charactey and destiny by early neglect;
if 1 cofild fathom the awful depths of
meaning in the worde “eternal death;”
then would 1 begin to know the value of
any plan which seeks to prevent these
terrible results by the prevention of the
causes leading thereto. If 1 could esti
mate the work for God that might have
been done by the many thousands of lives
that have been ruined through early neg
leet, had they been preempted for Jesus
Christ in their childhod, and trained to a
lite of useful service to humanity in His
Name; then | would begin to understand
of what incstimable value to the Kingdom
of God that dopariment of the Church's
work must be which aims not only to save
soula but to (ashion lives, Lo engage activi
tirs, to crganize industrial talents, and
in «very possible way to use boys and
girls as they grow, for the extension of
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ among men

For all these things, and others asso
clated with them, our Junior Work stands,
and In the roalization of them, we Metho
dists, by the grace of God, whirever we
live or labor, should seck to exccl

Social Life in Canada

DR. J. H
AN is a social being. It {8 natural
M for men to seck the company of
their fellows  Social life affords
4 change from their everyday employ
memnd, and it should be a beneficial
change. “ All work and no play makes
Jack a dull boy The social enjoyment
of friends and neighbors acts as a tonic
to the system, and practically all ‘men
need it. Men who bear their full share
of this world's cares and anxieties and
sorrows, are in need of such a tonic. The
man who drowns his sorrow in a glass
of llguor administers a tonic to his sor
row but none to himself. The man who
salves his sorrow with the communion
with his friends not only reduces his
sorrow but also administers a bracing
tonle to himself. A French proverb has
put it thus, “ Company In distress makes
trouble less " Friendships multiply joys,
and divide griefs
When friends meet together in a soclal
way they come near to one another, not
only in body but also In spirit They
meet together not as business men, nor
as professional men, but in their own
real characters They are expected to
take off thelr professional mask, so that
we may get a view of the real man be
hind. When friends meet friends hearts
warm. When two faithful friends meet,
God makes up a third. The social life of a
community Is an Index to the character
of its peaple.

McARTHUR

Eri~
VARIETIES OF BOCIAL LIFE

There are many kinds of social lfe

the life in the home, in the workshop, on
the street, In the social club, at the places
of public amusement, at the church; and
each of these is different in each class
Contrast the social life in the home of
the humble laborer with that in the
residence of the wealthy magnate; and
the fellowship of an Epworth League
meeting with the fellowship of the saloon
All the different varietles of social Mfe
of half the countries of Europe and
Asia have been imported into our Domin
fon with our {mmigrant population
These different races, strange and diverse,
bring with them their own pecullar cus-
toms and ideals and forms of social life
Here in this Dominion, by the mingling
of different peoples and under the stress
of new conditions, are being worked out
hitherto unknown forms of social life

THE HOME SUPREME.

Among Anglo-Saxon people the homa
has in the past been the centre of life
for the people. But many forces are at
work to-day that tend to lessen the pre-
dominant influence of the home. The
members of the family do not spend their
evenings at home qudetly together as
much as In the past. Every week brings
its numerous engagements allke for par
ents and children—the church entertain-
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ment, the concert, the theatre, the lodge,
the Leggue, the mid-week meeting in the
church, the formal dinners and recep-
tions.

Man is a soclal belng, and it is right
that he should have social enjoyment, but
there seems to be a tendency In the pre
sent age to overdo it. The normal Mfe
of the home has been disturbed in the
wild craze for something not found there
18 the home to blame? Or are the social
instinets of our nature at fault?

Many seek their social life on the
street. The boys have been busy in the
factory all day, and in the evening they
seek the comradeship of their fellows on
the streets. In the country too, after the
day's work is done, the boys leave the
home to spend a social hour or two with
their neighbors’ boys at some appointed
place upon the street corner or elsewhere
Among the ne arrivals in our coun
try there a many who have always
sought theif social Mfe in pubMc places.

THE CHURCH A SOCIAL CENTRE.

Increasing emphasis 18 being placed
upon the social side of church life. Re
ligion 1s both Inddvidualstic and soclal
Sqgials, lectures, concerts and Institu
tional features of all kinds are occupyng
a larger place In the programme of the
church's activity

Among the Roman CathoMcs and Jews
and the large forelgn population in our
country much of the soclal life centres
about the great religious feasts and spe
cial church observances connected with
all the Important evends of life. Among
the Jews, the cfrcumcision of the child,
the betrothal and marriage of the son or
daughter are occasions for religious joy
and merrymaking. Among the foreign hn
migrants there are many soclet and
clubs, some national, some political,” sh
educational or soclal. But the festiviti-s
connected with their weddings appear to
be the most elaborate of all their soclal
functions. Great expense is involved far
beyond the ability of the working class
to bear. But In some way money fis
¢aved and provided for these festivities
The wedding often closes with much
dancing and drinking and carousing, anc
sometimes quarreling that {s settled next
morning in the police court

It {s the duty of the Christian church
to direct the social activities of these
people.  Their social functions must not
bhe  indiseriminately condemned The
Y. M. C. A and the Y. W. C. A reach only
a very limited number of people Some
form of recreation and amusement that
is both innocent and legitimate must be
provided for the masses, or else the
social instinet will find satisfaction In
ways that are abnormal and demoraliz
ing

There 18 need of a suitable social centre
In some American cities the public
schools are being used for this purpose
This 48 a move in the right direction
which might with advantage be copled in
Canada.

SUGOESTIVE THOUGHTS AND PROVERBS.

“Nothing can be sweeter than friend
ship."—Petrarch.

“Life has no pleasure nobler than that
of friendship."—Dr. Johngon

“He who has no friends only half
lives."—A German Proverb.

“ Birds of a feather flock together."—
Proverbd.

“Evil communications
manners.”—Paul.

“Keep company with good men, and
good men you will learn to be."—Chinese
Proverb

“Friendship is a plant that one must
often water.” .

“He who has a thousand friends has
not a friend to spare; He who has one
enemy shall meet him everywhere."—

corrupt good

Persian Proverb.
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The Citizenship Department—Its Purpose,
Place and Plans

Suggestions for Fourth Vice-Presidents in Local Leagues

MIS88 MILDRED L

The following address given by Miss
Hardy at the Cannington District Comn
vention is so eminently practical and its
suggestions so practicable, that we give
it in full as delivered —Editor

URING the last year I have been
closety in touch with the Citizen-
ship department of the Oskwood Ep-
worth League For this reason our
league wishes that 1 take up this tople
with you this afternoon
The Educational Department, seeing
the need, has placed Civics on the public
school course of stu Those of you
not familiar with it,“may wonder what
was the ide It Wwas not to teach the
children that the Conservatives or the
Liberals were the best party, nor was it
to teach them the Emghish Constitution,
por yet even the clauses in the British
North America Aect. They desired to
jnstil in the minde of the children
thoughts and Ideas which would help
them to promote the best interests of
their country, and to use their vote for
the party having the best man or the
best piatform.

THE MEANING OF CITIZENSHIP.

Using che dictionkry I find that Citizen-
ship means that state of one who has full
municipal and political privilege The

ttes have been trying to force the
Government to allow them to be citizens.
It seems to me If there had been some
training flong the line of true citizen
ship they would have thought a Iitle
more before they would bave gonéto the
extreme measure of window-smashing.

We find in Psalm xv. & good biblical
definition of & true citizen. “ Lord, who
shall abide in Thy tabernacle? Who
shall dwell in Thy holy hill? He that
walketh uprightly and worketh righteous-
ness and speaketh the truth in his heart
He that backbiteth not with his tongue,
nor doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh
up & reproach against his neighbor. In
whose eyes a vile person ls contemned;
but he honoureth them that fear the Lord.
He that sweareth to his own hurt and
changeth not. He that putteth not out
his money to usury, nor taketh reward
againet the innocent. He that doeth
these things shall never be moved.”

Not only has the Educational depart-
ment seen the need for education in these
matters, but the Church has also seen
this need. Our readers have given the
league the privilege of training the young
people (those who have missed the school
training) in the principles of true and
Christian citizenship. Along what topics
has the league attempted to do this?

OUR CITIZENSHIP TOPICS
Before 1 answer this question let me
read a few sentences regarding the
official topics which 1 found in the May
{ssue of the Era “The value of our
regular uniform topics is being demon
strated more and more clearly as the
days go by. The unsatisfactory charac
ter of a number of lists, locally arranged
must be just as evident, when one con-
siders the disconnected and wholly

scrappy nature of many of them
The official topic list for the year just
beginning is in many respects the best
we have ever had, and I have an ldea
that you will flud it difficult to improve
upon it. Adopt It, study it, work it and
have something really worth while every
night in the month.” It seems to me if

for no other reason than the one in this
paragraph we should all take up the
Cltizenship topics

HARDY, OaxwooD.
WHAT THE FOURTH DEPARTMENT
MEAN

In the constitution we find that the
Citizenship Department has five different
\ines along which we may work
Patriotiem is the first. During the pasi
year we have had a number of topics on
this subject, which have been particu
larly semsonable. The whole of Canada
has been stirred by parliamentary elec-
tions, and right in the midst of parlia-
mentary speeches wg were studying in
the league, * Politfeal parties,” “ Do
minion elections,” “ Departments of Gov-
ernment,” * Provincial Governments.”
What could make the young people more
interested in this line of work than such
study?

The second line mentioned in the con
stiitution is Municipal Politics This
was taken up in November under the
topic “ Municipal Government' and to
those sections concerned with council
elections must have proved most interest
ing. The late Henry Drummond said
“To move among the people on the com
mon street, to meet them in The market
place, to live among them, not as saint
or monk, but as brother man with
brother men; to serve God not with
form or ritual, but in the free impulse
of the soul; to bear the burdens of so-
clety and relieve its needs; to carry on
the multitudinous activities of the city-
social, commercial, political, philan
thropic—in Christ's spirit and for His
ends.”

The third line is Temperance and Pro
hibition. We in Mariposa are blessed in
having Loeal Option This does not
mean that we may sit down with folded
hands and think our work is complete
I have been more than shocked to learn
some of the things that have been done
in the township. During the winter there
were skating rinks o full force and
some of the boys would take a bottle
there on Saturday nights, to have as
they said, & good time. Not only was
this the case, but some of them would
stay after the rink was closed, playing
cards until late in the night. During the
skating season we found some of our
professing Christians staying away from

league in order that they, too, might
gkate. The searching question comes (0
us: “Have we as leagues done our
duty Then, too, all of our young
people are not always going to be where
there is Local Option If we do not

train them {n Prohibition principles may
they not yleld to temptation when they
go elsewhere?

The fourth line is that of Moral Re
form. 1In looking over the topics for the
coming league year I find that most of

the Citizenship topics acal with this line
Many of us have read stories regarding
the city of London, that immense cosmo
politan congregation Goldwin S8mith
said “ It {8 becoming so large that soon
it will not be a question of how the
people are to be supplied with food but
how they are to be supplied with air."”
Under such conditions the moral condi
tion of the cities could not possibly be

the best. During this year we
studying “ The Modern City
Making of a City,” “The Struggling

Masses " and “ Undermining the Home.'
Perhaps you think we live in the country
and ask “of what use would it be study
fng these things?’ We never know
where we are to live our complete lives
and although it may seem as if, now, we
can do nothing to help this class we
would be in far poorer condition to do
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the little that fgils to our lot if we knew
nothing about it than if we bad studied
the subject closely. If we as leaguers
all over Canada study this subject it
will not be the twos aud threes who are
becoming inter&sted, but the hundreds
and even the thousands. The Church can
and must often go beyondythe state in
matters of moral reform AIt ean place
ideas ahead of the state Which the state
must gradually approach The Church
of to-morrow is the league of Yto-day
Should we not then do our duty and
make thé most of our opportunity to
study Christian citizenship?

It is possible there may be some here
whe would feel that in studying this
supfect, which on the surface appears Lo
be of a secular nature, we are neglecting
topigs more religious Citizenship deals
with our every-day life, our relations and
de*?lnxs with each other, and if these he
not true and honourable where (s our
religion?

Rev. T\ H. P. Anderson, addressing the
Epworth! League Conference Convention,
sald:  The demand does not necegsitate
less of the Bible. It does, however, nean
that the Bible principles shall be made

real and practical in the light¥of every
day life”” Some one has sald: “ God an

one man could make any other religion,
but it takes God and two men to make
the Chrisuan religion.”

SOME WAYS OF WORKING

And now we come to the practjcal part
of my subject: How can we make this
Department & success? In the Little
Britain league the committee in charge
includes all the young men ef the league.
They have one and all been very much
interested in it }{nueed the young
men in our leagu d they need the
league, d if we can get them there by
this metfiod it would be well worth while

We need first a committee which Is
interested in this work. [ do not see
how any one who reads any part of the
Ena can be uninterested or be satisfled
with & haphazard meeting 1 have
found the Ema at all times full of most
helpful suggestions. Debates have been
suggested, and although they require
some thought and preparation they are
worth while

We must not allow our meetings to be-
come tiresome because they are always
the same. We should plan to grouse in-
terest by havipg a variety in the order
of our service.” Have something new in
each meeting. If this is impossible, make
over the old so that it will be as good as
new. Have each member of the com
mittee on the lookout for new Ideas and
suggestions

At one meeting in our league we had
the township clerk address us on
Municipal politics It was a new
volce in the league and coming as he did
fresh from the work of the township,
he was able to tell us about u unicipal
matters with sunch a tone of certainty
and assurance that we could not help
remembering what he had to say

Contests may be held to serve as re
view yarliament, and mock trials
may be You can arrange « trial or

t your league making a
r the occasion than one

you of one thing. Do not
nuch at first or you may be

in well-doing After your
v Department s successfully
ed it may be well in order to

e a club to study some historical
racter outside of the league topics.
This would be a new thing to add later
on to the department and be very profit-
able as supplementary or special studies
See that all on your committee are live
workers, and then read, stud and put
into practice ehe suggestions found from
month to month In our splendid league
paper, THE CANADIANY EPworTH ERA
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Masterpieces of Hebrew Literature
X. The Source of Wisdom

Read Job 28 :

REV. W. 8. Lk

HIS selection of verses from the

I Book of Job is not only notable in

itself, but it is also notable because
it glves us our introduction in this
series of literary studies to one of the
most interesting divisions of Hebrew
literature, namely, the Jewish “ Hokh-
mah " or * Wisdom Literature,” compris-
ing the canonical books of Job, Proverbs
and Ecclesiastes, and the extra-canonical
or apocryphal books of The Wisdom ot
Jesus, the Son of Sirach” (Ecclesias-
ticus) and “ The Wisdom of Solomon.”
This great branch of Israel's literature®
was the product of a class of “ wise men "
who are quite distinct from the prophets,
or historians, and its contents preseut
among the literature of the Jewlsh
people, the closest counterpart therein
found to what is known among other
people as philosophy.

“Wisdom” with the Hebrews, however,
was not exactly synonymous with phil-
osophy as we understand the term. It
g rather a series of more or less deep
reflections upon practical aspects of life—
sometimes, as in Proverbs, a searching
out of practical maxims for the govern
ance of life; sometimes, as in Eccleslas-
tes and Job, a wrestllng with great soul-
problems that have ever cried out for
solution, and are crying out still

Of this body of Wisdom Literature,
the Book of Job is undoubtedly the most
splendid specimen. Indeed, it is not only
a Hebrew masterpiece, but it is witbout
question one of the world's masterpieces,
and from some standpoints the most nota-
ble book ever written. One may not readily
agree that it is par excellence the world's
masterplece, but few will hesitate to
agree with Prof. R. G. Moulton when
he says: “If a jury ef persons well in-
structed in literature were impanelled to
pronounce upon the question what s
the greatest poem in the world's great
literature, while on such a question
unanimity would be impossible, yet 1
believe a large majority would give their
verdict in favor of the Book of
Job."

The author of this remarkable book
was undoubtedly “a man of superd lit
erary genius, and of rich, daring, and
original mind For splendor of imag
fnation, poetic strength and beauty, in-
tellectual daring and pure spiritual fer
vor. his book has never been surpassed,
v hile the remarkable skill that he shows
in the handling of the various verse
forms throughout the long poem {8 be
vond pralse The pity Is that so few of
even seriously sampled the beau

us have
tles of the book. Had it been given to
us only recently In translation and in
edition de luxe, @ Fit rald gave us
the Rubatyat of Omar Khayyam, it would
have had a more splendid run by far
than that popular work of the Persian
poet; but, being a part of our common
place Bible, only a few devoted souls
trouble themselves to master it, or feed
unan its beauties and Its strength

We cannot take space in this article
to sketch its plan or outline its con
tents. It will be sufMcient to say that it

wrestles In a strong and striking way
with the great and yet unsolved problem
of human suffering —particularly with the
suffering of the righteous

It is more to the purpose in this Iit-
erary study to notice that the umigue-
ness of the book is borue testimony to
in the fact that literary students are
completely at a loss to classify it It
has been called an epic (Prof. Genung
calls it “The Bpic of the Innef Life"), a
didactic poem, a lyrical drama, a ger-®

12-28.

NON, B.A, BD, Gransy, QuE

minal character drama, etc., etc. The fact
of the matter is that it is one and all of
these, e, that it belongs to a class by
itself, by reason of the remarkable way
in which it embodies elements of liter-
ary forms usually found dissociated from
one another. As an acute critic remarks,
the author ‘“produced, not a drama, nor
a didactic poem, nor any composition of
conventional form or shape, but—the
Book of Job, which is a law unto itself.”
Our extract then, or more properly the
whole twenty-elghth chapter of Job (for
verses 12 to 28 cannot be separated from
the earlier verses), can only be viewed as
a masterpiece within a masterpiece—a
beautiful arch in a stately temple, an
apple of gold in a basket of sllver. As
a euloglum of wisdom, “for beauty and
depth of thought and for richness of
imagery, it deserves well to be compared
with Paul's panegyric of charity in the
famous thirteenth chapter of first Corin-
thians.” One admiring writer doclares
that Job in this chapter is unconsciously
carving for himself a monolith with an
ineffaceable inscription.

The chapter forms a part of Job's long
closing speech In answer to the criticisms
of his three friends, before the young
controversialist Elihu intervenes in the
discussion Because of the somewhat
abrupt breaks in thought between chap-
ters 27 and 28, and agaln between chap-
ters 28 and 29, it has been concluded by
some critics that our chapter-28 is not
integral to the book, but is an after addi
tion. That is a somewhat precarious
conclusion, but nevertheless these very
evident breaks in thought warrant us in
considering our chapter apart from Iits
context, and as having a character of its
own. Prof. Moulton calls it a sonnct,
by which of course he does not mean
that it conforms to our English sonnet
form of fourteen lines, but that fits
thought, like that of all sonnets, is cut
to a recognized verse pattern. Struc-
turally the chapter (not verse 12-28
alone) congists of three parts, the strophe
(verses 1}-11), the -antistrophe, (verses
12-23), and the conclusfon, (verses 24
28), The verses are for the most part
couplets {llustrating the simplest form
of parallelism

* Surely there {8 a mine for silver
And a place for gold which they refine.’

But it will be noticed that both in the
strophe and the antistrophe, the mono
tony of the couplet form is broken up
by the introduction of two double trip
lets. Thus, verses 3 and 4

“ Man setteth an end to darkness,
And searcheth out the furthest bound
The stones of thick darkness and of the

shadow of death
He breaketh open a shaft

where men sojourn;
They are forgotten of the foot that pass
eth by
They hang far from men, they swing to
and fro."

away from

Similarly verses 17 to 19 form a double
triplet

TRe key to the understanding of the
chapter {s the fact that the pronoun “he”
which occurs so frequently throughout
the earlier verses does not refer to God
but to man The chapter indeed sets
forth both the glory of man’s pow, nl
the limitations of {t. The earlier ver-
ses In several places celebrate the tri
umph of man's mastery and insight

“He setteth an end to darkness
And searcheth out the furthest bound
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The stones of darkness, and the
shadow of death.

(Verses 3 and 4)

He putteth forth his hand upon the
flinty rock;
He overturneth the mountains by the

roots.

He cutteth out channels among the
rocks;

And his eye seeth every precious thing.

He bindeth the streams that they
trickle not.

And the thing that
he forth to light

(Verses 9 to 11)

But man never gets at the source of
wisdom. The place of gold, of silver, of
precious stones he knows, and the rocky
ribs of the earth are no barriers to his
search, but he cannot lay his hand upon
the storehouse of wisdom. “Where is
wisdom to be found?” is the Insoluble
problem for him.

One thought therefore, runs through
the whole poetic composition, namely,
that wisdom cannot be reached by man
as he can reach other things. The cen-
tral thought, however, gets a variety of
statements and poetic adornments.

First, verses 1-11.—The precious metals
and jewels have each & place where they
may be found and where men do find
them in spite of all the difficulties that
bar approach to their secret storehouses.

Second, verses 12-23.—Wisdom cannot
80 be found, for it has no place of rest
Iike the gold and the sllver, on land or
in sea; moreover, it I8 not a purchase-
able commodity—silver and preclous
stones of the finest cannot be exchanged
for it Sven death and the grave do not
render up the secret of its dwelling-
place Only God knows where it abldes.

Third, verses 24-28—He knows it be-
cause His view Is all embracing. “He
looketh to the ends of the earth.” As
Creator and Governor of the universe
He compasses all wisdom. But the only
wisdom open to man {8 the wisdom of
fearing God—the wisdom that God im-
parts.

“Behold the fear of the Lord, that Is
wisdom, and to depart from evil is under-
standing.”

The superb imagery of the chapter has
been referred to already. It really would
repay extensive study but we can only
point out a few {llustrations. Think of
the condensed beauty of the statement as
describing the financial results of labor
In the mine

“As for the earth,

bread,”
Or consider how felicitous a description
of the dark gallery of the mine the follow-
ing s

“That path no bird of prey knoweth,

Nefther hath the falcon's eyve seen ft;

The proud beasts (sons of pride) have

not trodden it,

Nor have the fierce llons passed there-

is hid dbringeth

out of it cometh

Counld anything be more striking than
the metaphor “sons of pride" for proud
bedsts?

Or look again at the striking beauty of
the personifications

“The deep salth, ‘It |s not in me’;

And the sea saith, ‘It {8 not with me.'"

How deathless this sentence has proved
to be
“The price of wisdom {s above rubles;”
and what matchless poetry the poet In-
dulges in when he daringly describes the
Creator as looking to the ends of the
earth and seeing under the whole heav-
ens.

“To make a weight for the wind.”
or meting out the waters by measure

“When he made a decree for the rain

And a way for the lightning of the

thunder"”
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Cheerfulness
F. HARTWELL.

It 48 good to carry sumshine with us,
to bring gladness and cheer into the
darkest gloom.

The determination t0 be kind and help-
ful to everyome, to be cheerful and opti-
mistic, no matter what comes, is one of
the moblest of ambitions.

Happiness Is a question of heart and
not money. It is mind and heart, not
riches that make the joy of living.

There are many people who are not
rich as the world regards riches, and yet
that manage to hold on to the secret of
sunshine and joy.

Cheerfulngss is a habit. So is gloom!
ness, and it is just as easy to acquire
one as the other. We should acquire the
habit of thinking good, pure thoughts
As a man thinketh, so is he. We are
coming to know that thought-force Is
what makes us as we are, and that we
can come to be anything we choose by
thinking that thing. You know if others
tell us we look {ll, we begin at once to
think we are, and by the time a few more
pessimistic people make remarks about
us in this way we really do feel {ll, and
in a short time we can imagine ourselves
having more allments than a really sick
person could live through. This thought-
force is mightier than any mcdicine, any
doctor, any outward Influence whatever

A patient about to undergo a serious
operation stands a better chance of re
gaining his lost health if he is cheerful
and optimistic, than one who dwells on
the pain he is about to endure and who
figures out what it feels like to die In
agony

We should try and cultivate the habit
of looking on the sunny side. It may be
hard at first, but if we try we shall suc-
ceed. Most of the things we worry about
never really happen. If they do, then a
healthy, hopefnl, cheerful, strong mind
will carry us through the time of trial,
as a mind weakened by morbidnebs, de-
pression and worry could not. Cheerful-
ness always stremgthens bravery

Many people live as in a mist. They
do not seem to be able to penetrate the
darkness or to see the silver lining In
the clouds.

Keeping cheerful {s a habit of the soul
It 18 not learned lightly by very many
of us, but it may be. It ought to be main-
tained and persisted in even when life is
doing Its worst for us. Some of the
sweetest characters we have known have
had some time In their past to drink
most deeply of the cup of sorrow and
affiiction Ella Wheeler Wilcox well
saye

“It Is easy enough to be pleasant
When life flows by with a song;
But the man worth while Is the one who
will smile
When everything goes dead wrong;
For the test of the heart I8 trouble,
And it always comes with the years;
And the smile that |s worth the pralses
of earth
Is the smile that shines through tears.”

A Timely Present

The little maid gazed thoughtfully at
her father. “Papa,” she said, “do you
know what I'm going to give you for
your birthday when it comes?’ *“No,
dear,” he answered. ‘“But tell me.” “A
nice new china shaving mug, with gold
flowers on it all around,” said the little
mald “But, my dear,” explained her
parent, “papa has a nice one, just like
that, already,” *“No, he hasn’t,” his little
daughter answered, thoughtfully, "“cos
‘cos—I've just dropped l(!"—Newar,l; Star.

CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

Life Talks With Yo&ng Men

EY CMNE CF TEEMSELVLS

“ HBERE can be no such thing as
T abstract religlon.,” 1 beard a
man express these words the
other day and I have been thinking!
about them since. | was just wondering
how much they will make you think
when you read this. We Jhear a good
many things that are betfer forgotten,
but every once in a while, indeed more
often than we imagine, we come in con-
tact with thoughts that are worth re
membering, and then we cannot do better
than Mve with them until they become
part of ourselves
“Theré can be no such thing as ab-
stract religion.” That is not a very long
sentence; only nine words, and yet it
enunciates a principle that is the very
essence of Mfe and growth. Religion is
not an abstrget quality. It is a concrete
force. If it'is not that it is a sham.
Concrete, that applies to something that
actually exists, something that can be
seen, that can be felt.

Neither is Christianfiy negative. It is
supremely positive The old law said
“Thou shalt not' Christ's law says:

“ Love thy neighbor,” “ This do and thou
shalt live” “ Feed my-lambs.” It is all
doing. And at the last we shall be
judged according as we have done or left
undone.

We are llving in an age of strength
Never was strength of all kinds so much
admired as today, physical strength,
strength of mind, strength of character
and life. The religion of Christ is noih-
ing If it Is not strong and virile. There
is no note of weakness in the teachings
of Christ. There is in them a call to
nobility of heart and life, to rugged
strength of mind and body
not take you out of the world. He puts
you into the world; throws you into the
thickest of the fight and says “ There,
show thyself a man” There i8 no pro
blem in any realm that you cannot take
up and throw into it the Iife and strength
of Christian character. Every question
throbbing in the minds of men to-day
is at the bottom a religious question; all
of them have to deal with the rights of
men. Jesus taught a religlon leading to
strength, strength to grapple with every
human problem and solve It in the iIn
terests of humanity

Study the lite of Christ, there {8 noth-
ing negative or abstract about it. Neither
should there be about ours if we have the
right brand of religion. And it is not
difficult to know {1 we have it. In the
commodities of every cay iife you know
when you have the right thing, because it
bears a certain brand, whether it be a
hat, a pair of boots, or a yard of
woollens. If your religion is backed by
the life and personality of Christ you
know you have the r'ght brand, and it is
neither abstract nor negative

Well, what about it? If you have got-
ten well hold of the thought it is not
necessary for me to say much more. It
will make you think as it made me think

fn the night, on the street, at your
work, allke in your pusy and your qulet
moments 1s your religion finding ex
pression in concrete acts of love and ser
vice? 1Is {t? You know

As I have been writing a thought has
come to me, and 1 am going to let you
have it. Perhaps it may help you. Tt
may not be a new one, but it is practical
and true. 1 suppose I have read it or
heard it some time and it has stuck.
Perhaps it will stick to you. Here ft i8:
The most striking feature of Christianity
is its timeliness, its adaptedness to the
changing conditions of life. Being a

He would*

Christian in its inner significance is the
same from century to century, but in its
outward expression the Christian life
means a very different thing from age (o

age.

Christianity to-day may find a different
expression from that which it did ten
years ago or twenty years ago. Why?
Because conditions are changing, oppor-
tunities for practical Christianity have
widened and multiplied. It is the same
Christianity, but it is fitted to meet every
condition

We ought to find that a comforting
thought We have not got to have
special conditions and circumstances to
practise concrete or practical Christ-
fanity. Just right where ybu are is the
place. Do you ever think of Christ's
words “ She hath done what she could?
What a commendation! Is your religion
concrete?

Sometimes we feel that we cannot do
very much That feeling often comes
from a disinclination to do what we can
Every day s full of opportunities;
crowded with them. Look around and
see

I know a motorman; I cannot tell you
his name, but I like to ride on his car,
for at his work out of the fulness of his
heart he whistles hymn after hymn, &and
it has helped me. His “good morning "

18 alw sunny and taat helps, too. I
know that man is a Christian. He never
told me. He didn’t have to. I could see

it and feel it. He does what he can,
I know a young man in a wholesale

house. He is stralght. He is clean.
Everyone likes him Everyone believes
him and in him He s a Chris
tian. I never heard him say so, but it is
showing in his life He 18 working It
out every day right where he {s. He does

what he can.

1 know a politiclan. He has lost elec-
tions, but he has got his manhood. He
{8 a Christian. His religion means some-
thing to him and to those around him.
It is finding expression in ways that
count. It is concrete and positive. He
is a force for good. He does what he can

I know a merchant I don’t have to

ask that man if it is possible to be in
business and be a Christian. | would
hurt him if 1 did.  Of course it is pos
sible. He {s proving it every day and
the people around him gnow it, right in
his own town, right ifi his own store,

right where he is. He does what he can
David Livingstone did what he cou'd.
General Gordon did what he could, so
did Abe Lincoln, Gladstone and Shaftes.
bury. These men, perhaps, had greater
opportunities for service, for larger ser
vice than the motorman, the politician,
and the merchant; perhaps they have
greater capacity Yet 1 belleve that
when God looks at the life of Livingstone
he will say: “ He hath done what he
could,” and when He looks at the life of
the motorman He will say “ He hath
done what he could” As He looks at
your life what can he say? You know
God knows. None other can judge
Religion is nut having a creed that
you can sign your name to. It 18 having
a life on which God c stamp “ Well

done.” Not “ What hay believed,” but
“What have [ lived?” {8 the supreme
test. True religion cannot be anything
else but concrete and positive. Drum-
mend, in his ireatest Thing in the
World,” says: “ By what we have done we
are judged. It could not be otherwise,

for the withholding of love is the nega+
tion of the spirit of Christ.”
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Johann had difficulty with
his writing, and 1 often had to sit down
beside him ard show him how to form
At such times he always
of his chubby hands into
mine ard leaned his greasy lttle head
against my shoulder. One morning
failed to visit his seat at the ususl time
and | soon heard from his corner of the
room Why Johann, what s the
natter? 1 asked Die Lehrerin to-day
put arms around me Dot sobbed the
ittle fellow. I lost no time in getting tc
his seat, and soon he was quite content
go on with his writing

The Germans are very fond
d my little pupile soon learned to sing
well-known hymns and
gems of poetry and prose
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the boundless prairie, & neat
:‘:h o and twenty-six stran-
goly-garbed children who stand
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fills the air, and in my faney, | hear my
dear little puplls singing their farewell
sOng—
“T{ll we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus' feet;
Till we meet, till we meet, B
God be with you till we meet again

Life More Than Things
The Parable of the Rich Fool

Itead Luke 12: 18-‘: and Compare Prov. 8; 1 Tim. 1119

REV. R. 0. ARMSTRONG, M.A,, VIRDEN, MAN

HE jé#le of our parable for this
month does not have a pleasant
sound, but truth compels us to

make use of it and speak about it. They
occasion of apeaking this parable was
at the time of a very impressive lesson
on the ministry of the Holy Ghost. One
of the listeners whose mind was entirely
preoccupled with his own affairs and who
seemed to be insensible to the truth
Jesus was proclaiming, interrupted him
with the request that Jesus go speak to
his brother about dividing an inheritance
“ Masters,” such as they %eld Jesus to be,
were often called to do work of this sort.
But Jesus disclaimed having any re-
sponsibility for the kind of work men-
tioned, and percelving the utter callous-
ness of the man proceeded to speak a
parable on the danger of covetousness
The parable is a faithful reflex of the type
before him. The more you study it the
clearer this will appear.

Jesus brought new standards of rell-
glon and ethics into the world. He held
up new ideals. In this parable he com-
trasts the types, diametrically opposed to
each other; those rich in worldly goods,
to those rich toward God; the philan-
thropist, and the miser; the life that is
grasping and getting all the time, and
the life that loses itself for the good of
others, and {s all the time giving. The
man who thought and used this parable
was an artist. Here {s a type. It may
fit an individual or a nation. How would
it do to ask If Canada were the “rich
fool?” She has plenty. Her grounds
bring forth in abundance. Has she the
spirit of a philanthropist? How does she
spend her money? Compare the liquor
bill, the tobacco bill, the vanity bill, with
what she gives for the causes or humanity
at large. Are we “getting” or “giving?’
Or {8 the type American? America spends
annually $40,000,000 for “precious stones”
in the European markets. (Concerning
this the editor of a large paper asks,
“Where does America get the money?"’
and, “Where does Europe get the
stones?”’)

Let it not be thought that this is a fiing
at wealth. There {8 no end of cheap talk
going on all the time about the “ rich
people.” Jesus had nothing against them
as a class. All talents bring a temptation
with them, and we are told that If riches
increase, to set not the heart on them
The parable ls8 a warning agalnst self-
worship and mammon worship, as against
the glory of God. The emphasis is not on
the future state of the rich man, but lles
rather in the statement of the 21st verse.
A life that {8 not rich toward God Is a
fool lite and will be a miserable faflure
The man who puts his affection and
thought on the visible, the trappings of
position, dress, or wealth, wastes his life.
“We start for soul |s wanting there.”

One finds it hard to believe that such
a man as this lives at all. Where was he
trained? What kind of home did he have
that he missed the pathway of life so ab-
solutely. We are glad to mark that so
many of our men of great wealth are
philanthropic. We have a Strathcona, a
Cecil Rhodes, a Massey, a Carnegle In

these days. Men who put their money in
circulation, who build up industries, bulld
ships, railways, canals, and so forth, do
not belong under this type. This is public
spirit. The man in the parable had noth-
ing of that. He just lived for himself
and found when it was too late, that he
was making a covenant with hell and with
death. Yet, the man’s apparent success
and prosperity were a temptation to peo-
ple. They would say:—"“There now, look
at that. Mr, Prosperous never prays. He
has no use for churches (except as they
ralse the price of land where he lives and
speculates). He glves nothing for mis-
slons. What is the use of living right
eous?’ As if all these goods were life
The man was an Idolater, and broke the
commandments right and left. We ought
1o be ashamed of calling that success. But
there it I1s: Some people call their chil
dren before them like this—“John, spell

uccess.” “M-<o-n-ey"” John replies.
“Right!” says father. Now Mary, you
spell success. “S-w-c-l-ed-y,” Mary spells

with alaority. “Right you are, my chil-
dren, good for you,” and vain parents
applaud this kind of thing. It all ends In
tragedy, too dark to write about with
ordinary Ink. This is (he kind of thing
that breeds class distincflon and makes
men hate thelr fellows and lose faifh In
human nature.

The fund of {llustration for this kind
of character is large. I remember seeing
a cartoon some years ago in the begin
ning of the Klondike gold chase. Men
took great risk there. In the foreground
of the picture there was a skeleton with a
pick axe and one cold hand stretched in
death grip out over a blg gold nugget
Look up in this connection Lowell's,
“Vislon of Sir Launfal," where it begins,
“Harth gets its price for what earth gives

us.

There, too, 18 the story of King Midas
Some young member of the League whe
never spoke before might be detalled to
tell about the man who would not be satis
fled till he had acquired the magic power
of turning everything into gold that he
touched. He realized soon enough that
he was a fool, and wanted to get back
to life where he could share with others

One of the best {llustrations of the
covetous spirit comes from Tolstol. Bee
“Tales by Tolstol,” (World's Classics,
cost about thintyfive cents). The story
referred to is told under the heading,
How Much Land Does a Man Need? W
J. Bryan makes good use of this story In
his lecture on “The Price of a Soul” A
certain village peasant who had sufficient
and lived in peace with his family, had
his spirit of covetousness stirred up by a
visit from a “town cousin,” who sneered

at their plain and simple manners. He
secretly resolved to get more land. He
thought {f he had land enough “he

wouldn't be afraid of the devil himself.”
Time passed on. He bought more land,
but was less satisfled with life. In his
anxfety to get more he quarrelled with
his neighbors over trifies. In the end

things became unpleasant for him, and
hearing from a traveller of a place in the
distance where land was plénty and cheap,
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he went that way. The people there were
called Bashkirs. They appeared to be
contented and reckless. He gave them
rich presents and admired their land. He
wanted to buy some of it. They laughed
at that. Then they told him he could
have all he could walk around in a day
at the nominal price of 1,006 roubles.
Pahom, the villager, could hardly believe
this possible and he made sure that there
was no fraud. He was to take a spade
and make marks along the bounds of his
land. He must, however, be back at the
stagling place on the same day or lose
his money. He was delighted. There was
no real sleep the night before; only a
terrible dream, which he heeded not. He
started at sunrise to ge around the land

that would be his. It was of the beet. He
hurried on in high hopes. The land Bot
better. He must have this and this. On

he went; the noonday was passed. He
could get back all right he thought. Some
clothing was discarded that he might
work the faster. At last he started back.
How gquickly the sun was falllng. His
strength was giving out. His breast was
heaving like a bellows. The sun grew
large and red. He heard the men cheer-
ing him. Could he but reach the goal the
land would be his, then he would have
enough. Just as the sun set he fell for-
ward on the spot from which he had
started. “That's a fine fellow,” the on-
lookers exclalmed, “he has gained much
land.”, . . . But Pahom never rose
He had fallen dead. His servant dug a
Erave the size of his body and burled him
In it, “and that,’ says Tolstol, “was all
the land he needed.” How quickly would
the name of Pahom fade away. How soon
the name of any selfish accumulator fades
away. But “the memory of the just is
blessed ™

Now, In contrast to all this what does
It mean to be rich toward God? The
Bible 1s not a book of sclence or phil-
osophy. Jesus taught by doing. Chris-
tianity is best sought by example. In a
recent issue of the Christian Guardian
(July 17th), there appeared a tribute to
the late Rev. Arthur Hockin, Jr., one of
our missionarfes in China, who died at his
post, having contraoted fever while super-
Intending famine relief work. | knew
this man when he was a gmall boy, and
knew him later when he was entering the
ministry. I wish we had more of the de-
votion to Christ and His work that he had.
He gave himself for Christ and humanity
He had no treasure here, but he had great
wealth In the Kingd6m of Heaven. He
was fich toward God. 1 have been look-
Ing across at my lfibrary while writing
this. I see there among my books the
biography of Wendell P ips, who gave
himself for the freedom o the black race.
I see the life of Henry Drummond, whose
pure and sincere life. whose learning and
eloquence were such a benediction to
rl‘lllllonn Passing along there g
Fitchett's, “Wesley and hig Century”—
the man who Influenced for good more
lves than any other In British history
Then 1 see the life of Sir Geo Willlams,
founder of the Y. M. C. A. There, too, 1
Hugh Price Hughes, Booker Washington,
Thomas Arnold, of Rugby, Gladstone, and
many others. Now, what does it mean to
be “rich toward God?" [sn't the answer

right in these lives. The mea.

plain. The Master's words are vrr:!:!‘!‘recl:
and simple. Take wisdom for your
wealth, take Christ for your fellow
worker. Build up a home, a church, a
school, a college, a righteous country:
give the gospel to the world. How for-

cibly and aptly Browning writes

“Rejoice we are allied
To that which doth provide
And not partake, effect and not receive.
A spark disturbs our clod;
Nearer we hold of God
Who gives, than of his tribes that take,
1 must believe.”
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Christ’'s Doctrine of Society

MI88 J. L.

OULD the system of Christianity
( exist apant from society? Ibn other
words, how would the principles
of Christ's gospel work out between one
man and God? Before answering this
question, let us consider what are the re-
sults which Christ expects from man's
acoeptance of the lessons of life which He
taught. We read in Corinthians that the
essence of the gospel is charity or love.
Man can npeither develop this nor show
its presence apart from dealings with his
fellow-men. If we love not our fellow-
men whom we have seen, how can we
love God whom we have not seen? If
& man were to live all his life by himself,
not coming into contact with his fellow
beings, the words kind, gentle, patient,
honorable, could not be applied to him.
Theee are terms that have no meaning
apart from soclety
Then soclety i implied in the very
notion of Christianity. The aim of Chris-
tlanity Is to develop the ideal individual
through the [pstrumentality of soclety,
and the ideal soclety through the indi-
vidual
Before the coming of the influence of
Christ into the world there were in exist-
ence highly organized forms of soclety.
There were developed features of govern-
ment and of pational life o good that
we honor them yet, and take lessons from
them. In ancient Greece there flourished
an almost ideal democratic form of
government. The average citizen was
well educated. The state undentook that.
He attended all the deliberations on state
affairs, and had a real voice in the govern-
ment of his country. That sordid com
mercialism and greed for gain, which ig
the curse of our age, had no place there
The material was everywhere subjected
to the intellectual Greek philosophers
found the key to the problem of life in
the intellectual nature of man
In the civilization of Rome we have
perfection of organization and law mak-
ing. The Roman state showed the value
of institutions for reallzing ideals or
social purposes. The dream of Rome was
to conquer the world, and her institutions
were able to do it because they were so
perfectly organized Every man was in
his place, and knew just what his powers
and duties were, from the emperor down
to the common soldier. These ends which
the civilizations of Greece and Rome
realized are good ones—very Important in
forming the ideal society. Both these
civilizations had their day and then died,
becauge they were suited only to the time
in which they flourished. They lacked
those deep-rooted and permanent prin
ciples which are eternal and apply to all
Ages
The
Greece
sible only to the few
to find a solution to life's problems in
man's moral nature. Since the moral
nature is common to all alike, and is pos-
sible of develorment in all, such a solu-
tion was universal in fits application
Hence we say that the feature which dis-
tingulghes Christian civilization from pre
Christian is Individualism
In the day of the breaking down of
these systems, when [t was apparent that
the old ideals according to which society
had been organ'zed were no longer
adequate to the human race, which was
merging out of childhnod and youth into
manhood, Christ came and showed (o the
world new laws or ideals. He put into
society the small drop of leaven which
by our age has grown so large and has
so widely permeated society and which
will eventually leaven the whole lump
The new principle which Christ Intro-
duced may be summed up in the word
INpivipuaLISM.  Greece was concerned

thing cousidered most valuable In
was (ntellectual attalnment, pos-
Christianity sought

FAIRLEY, B.A, CHESTERVILLE, ONT.

with the individual, but in what r-nnrf
In respect to his relation to the state.

The man existed for the state, not the
state for the man. The alm of Greek edu-
cation was to produce good citizens, men
who would efficiently serve the state. But
who were the individuals who came under
the solicitude of the state? Not half the
population. The rest were slaves and
were regarded as cattle. Rome gave no
care to the individual as such and for
his own sake. He was trained to become
part of a great machine—the powerful
organization of the state.

These, then, are the three weaknesses
of these pre-Christian civilizations: —their
,recognition of only a part of the popu-
lation, their fallure to regard a man as
a man and not as part of the state, and
their looking to the intellectual instead
of to the moral nature of man for the
solution of life's problem.

Thus, Christ gave the world a new idea
when He answered the question, “ Who
{8 my neighbor?' by telling the story of
the Good SBamaritan. Men had not yet
learned to respect the individuality of
those In classes of soclety different to
their own. This was a principle so new
of “the submerged tenth,"—as we say
to-day,—had needs and rights equal to
their own This was a principle so new
that it was not easily comprehended, and
between Christ's day and ours society has
been organized on several different bases,
each perhaps in a measure suited to that
stage of development of the human
family to which it was adapted, and each
striving as best It could to express
Christ's ideal of individualism.

In the age of feudalism the strong man
unde™ook to proteot and provide for his
poorer and more helpless neighbor in re-
turn for the service he rendered him. He
never dreamed of considering his follower
as a rational being equal to hi If. But,
nevertheless, In the responsibility which
the powerful baron felt for his dependent,
we see an expression of the teachings of
Christ. In that age the church took on
the same form which the Catholic Church
retains to-day. Its attitude to the com-
mon man was kindly, but it provided for
his spiritual needs without treating him
as a creature who had mind enough to
transact his own affairs with heaven.
Then the feudal baron and the church
becamé corrupt, forgot their obligation
to the human beings over whom they
exercised power, and remembered only
that power

When this society broke down, as had
that built up by Greece and Rome, came
the French Revolution, professing to
bring liberty, equality and fraternity, not
enly to France, but to all men This
Ceclaration sounded so grand that men
as wise as Wordsworth thought the mil-
lenfum was near at hand. But after the
clouds of war and bloodshed cleared away,
and the principles of the revolution were
in a measure set working, It was found
that the Iiberty, equality and fraternity
that existed, permeated lower down the
soclal scale than ever before, but there
was at the bottom a large portion of
<ocfety to whom those at the top did not
think of applying the new principles.

In this stage of the organization of
gociety we gee more of the leaven of the
Gospel, but Christ's great lesson of the
brotherhood of man was not yet fully
understood

It remained for our own twentieth cen-
tury to witness the coming into its own
of the lowest class of soclety. We see In
the world about us a greater spirit of
Christian brotherhood among men than
any previous age ever saw. The next
age will In this respect be yet more Chris-
tian than ours
w~ Thus, all through the ages, the organ-
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ization of soclety has been

conversely the
through the individual. KEaoch age has its
own interpretation of Christ and His
teaching, and each interpretation is more
lcm than the preceding one.
Tennyson

expresses this ldn as fol-
lows
“The old order changeth, giving place to
the new,

And God reveals Himself in many ways.”

He beautifully gives the idea that every
form eoclety assumes is the expression
of a feeling after God, according to the
best that the age kww-. in these lines
from “In Memoriam "

“Our little systems have their day—
They have their day and cease to be;
They are but broken lights of Thee,

And Thou, O Lord, art more than they.”
Thus on through future ages, so long

as the world lasts, will the old order
keep on changing for something higher
and better, something expressing a clearer
understanding of those lessons taught
among the Judean hills so long ago, which
seemed so simple, but which have taken
the world so long to understand com-
pletel As time goes on gleams of the
ligh om Christ's teaching will become
less and less bmkam until at last the
full under @i the
principles of the Gmel will brrl; to
earth the full light of heaven

What can we do to increase the light
in our age, and what is being done? The
poorest and lowest of men are now recog-
nized as our brothers, and to-day we pay
the greatest honor to the men who do
the most for their welfare. Perhaps we
would not be very far wrong In saying
that there s no man in England to-day
more prominent and more generally ad-
mired than Lloyd George. Why? Be-
cause he is devoting his great powers to
the uplift of those who are helpless.
Governments are beginning to see that it
is their duty to look after the interests
of those so submerged in poverty and
ignorance that they cannot help them-
selves. In Toronto the City Council is
Investigating the slum district and plan-
ning to have proper houses built in the
suburbs for those who gow live in houses
not fit for human belnx

In almost every country in the world
are to be found branches of the Young
Men's and Young Women's Christian
Association, which exists for the purpose
of caring for young people who need help
and sympathy and guidance. In connec-
tion with the Unlversity of Toronto there
is a club-house down town In the heart
of the slums, where some of the most
clever of the men students go, and
through teaching, gymnasium work and
sport, try to ralse the lives of those
foreign glum children to a higher level.
And this work is not carried on in con-
nection with any church, not even with
the Y. M. C.

All this is bul a practical expression
of Christ's teaching regarding the brother-
hood of man and the value of the indi-
vidual

What

can be our part in this great

t world movement that i{s going on every-

where about us? It may be expressed in
the words, “ Intelligent Service.”

‘We must study the conditions surround-
ing us, study Christ's principles, and then
apply them to those conditions. We can-
not work out our own salvation alone,
or develop our characters. There is no
way to do that except through intelligent,
unselfish service, It {s not only Mercy
which is “twice blessed.” We might say,
Service is twice blessed; it blesses him
that gives and him that receives.
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~ L also comes under our foreign departmer
Home Missions and Methodist Expansion Geographcatly # t in our home iana
hese oldest settlers we we much
A Fact Nation Building n ndian missions, medical, evangelis
ndustrial, and ed nal, are doing
EPHF what they ca help the Indian through
) ) . e ansition from his old free life and
E r bhe adjustment to new onditions with
l K . ites steady Which he is surrounded. The task is not
easy
E . X s i LEt0, W eute yur work among the French in Quebec
Me " & oyt o -Dphagbe while not extensive is importan The
fac £ K " o s i ™ w of the Fremch Methodist Imstitute
) N > ey Montreal, cannot be over-estimated, either
. airies as
RS ey m an educational standpeint or taken
-~ a0 and rich relation to the future citizenship of
g ETOW he Wh he province In additiox he Inst
bobogan e we have a few churches in the
g ETOE . v = g hanase and mission work
X y " B he City of Montrea yur Home Mis
n work includes the problem of the
ty. City Missions are emphatically
Home Missions—and many are their prob
ems. It {s a trite saying, “ As goes the
ty ®o gves the country.” The ot
em is of na n mportance
he city, and the interests of our
n will suffer; indeed, more than Inte
ests will suffer, for the y e
nation fs {mperilled, Forelgn com
es, crowded homes and the sing
problen insanitary mditions b
labor, the boarding-hou ulatior
hie he young pe he
d its employees, t} le of | at
flowing 1r he elty from he untry
are some o. the problems the Method
hurch has placed under Home Miss
What are r resources f his gre
work? W ve splt 1
eges, churches, schools v .
es, hosy \ hanag t
grea is m X 1y
he ¢ t P serv
where 1 kee n se I A
Me
~ , e mis
K k
f
N ) ! v
& ares han she has ever know g y
’ R AT e ¥ P
vhite settlers, as ¥
: K y greater numbers; " ¢
s 1 we have peoples e knowr =
rly Methodism t wh st b
ated hristiar zensh 1
‘ Rock zra 1ny n search .
. 1 oE hese ESTED HI
\ g are coming at ger W Y
' ver a thousand a day. T} F
k . ows the settler; and now, as
o . N ) hurch finds its k £ W
va ) v ;
arm kitchen or lit n pes
k 1 Miss ¥
Iv" a he
Weal s s
mae 8
¥s, wh p g as
L g ) T
; 8 ;
; ew P tl g
’ Among these w vera P ng mar the place whom he
8 . . he Japa and Chinese 18 anxious eres he churct
on Pacif ! b my me f 1
. g \ nt of Mis 1 > or st
ot i Y ir hom Ace
s Y " Ye v ay nig
’ - x the 1 f sh « T m on y wWa Bee T W Ex

a f i T ndian work of our church hang




L Y d & volce sa
th upon the outward appearan
God looketh upon the heart
« hink that Samuel was very
sury when he was
ad fr he fields? Did he 4
mmar What was the name
ad who beca How many
ys and girls ell something
this young man ears after
was i of the Old Testament
aught another lesson in the New
T the story of Peter
serr n the day of Pentecost
e ha e thousand converts
was om Joppa to Cmsarea t«
e man, who was a Gentile

the difference 1

King T
f His f "
t « W
10} BEN
RIF
%
I
Ref
takir
£
b ng
Bankura
n pag
r Ni
I along
cerning tb

es. Emphasize

loves the
David the
»f the mar

stween the Jews

the faot

CANADIAN

1513
W

a8 K
first ch
ours for

IPWORTH

BF P E
ROGH M g

g Matt. €

i s

' } Esthe
just gave out sunshine, an
g sly everywhere sl
when a great prince made his
flower he chose the dandelior

gave of her best, and

girl just t
A 1 Have a Junlor rea
first four verses of the twenty

apter of Luke. Our streng

all the pleasure and fur

of it, but it 4s also given us f

do things for God and

hers. Possessed of the right kir
AW any of the big glantk we so ofter
et may be quered by us—the glants
3¢ 1ewss sobe e, Clgarettes
j gt an 0. G. W
X HE POWER OF HABIT
4
I v k plece
which WAS » }
rea AgA wiste Thes
K g
k g 56 ag k
A K
}

' , ads of
w o 8 ght
» abit & eaj
sLir Wha weak he
8 the wrals
£ w s wrong. O
8 Erow )
ations g glous
by Pray r

hé verses s
ay be u
e, attentive a slow
y 14 ne pr

Canadian Civics

waiter: Tk en .
esby Lo governing b Ses
e K
k me
Pa
b . f Put
er's best frie .
W
paradoxical ofcer: Spesk
&

-







T'HE CANADIAN EPWORTH

Field Work in Newfoundland

A




12 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA September, 191220

Thang ! K services we enjoyed there may w O-58 SUICIDE
. vis & W g fluenced other young men (o f w There was & loud rap n by bed
als Ay & gs » re was f essed t
b | P y e g w aw w gaten w J ik
) uring e A b ; al y want the doc [
Metk 8 b k Sav he was &
s we | b y hom eBBAge Tell them to bring her over
mber presét g § wing & o f the here t v mp it he a
pé hair on thé verandah, and “ >
prog . £ t poss . b I a he was gone
Sma k gells ssiona But he was back before I was out of
3 : b She won ome, they
ag a E make her me; W he doctor
* E
a8 b K T
A} a with ha jishevelle a8 b g B
i rganization y self a and shouting that she
U grea aver I8¢ wa get. better—she wa
e L r e tha E
1#. Ove E D g W A nelghbe AD WAS
0 ple of the Methodis aking 1al effort !
: Church ir ewfot quickly dose edl
{ land, allied A cause  jated he effects p
¢ great enough enlis yplur but she lar hat sk
H their whole-hearted co not take it; she would die firs
\ secration, would prove Broken crockery on the floor 1 he
o be a powe whos: general disorder of the room I ov
strength it would be d dence to the uncontralle f the
fieult to estimate ver would-be suicide. Other ined
i 2,000 officers and teach n patient pleading that she w Ak e
i ers from the church's the medicine but watching he hance
point of view are asked she struck the bowl from the hands
to give that army fits the one holding it, and was brok
right momentt When many pleces. Instantly her husb
we see the good done struck her several times on the head
Ry 3 HNS. NEWFOUNDLANT ek o onsecrated And on the body, but he was pulled away
e through right and pushed out of the roomw Another
dose of medicine was soon ready, only
b ira ng and leadership when we know
\ be treated like the first, except that the
P a b unday Schoc eacher has Ir . od this time It took seve
y. f e f Kingdom, w fluenced many young people to enter Int  ngens el ol
- . us, men and women, to hold her, f
f i s ha secr w, some idea o Vh-, grea sha was of & ar b while a
‘J, ; € i 3 as A fle good part of ti oe W P
o g a8 8
ake cas

Missionary Incidents Fresh roe

[
e from China s when i)




THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA

rth-Westera Manitoba Sun

er Schoc




THE CANADIAN

EPWORTH ERA.

Statistics for the Year Just Closed

HE two tables given ou this page arc
the official statistical reports, p

T

that the three Prairie Provinces—Mani
toba, Saskatchewan and Alberta—have in-

While,
published as

therefore,

offic

they are

necessarily
your General Sun-

pared by our painstaking General creased their Sunday Schools by only four, day School Secretary- does not hesitate
Conference Statistician, Rev Dr. Cornish while the books of the General Secretary to declare them incorrect and mislcading
from the Annual Conferenee statistical  show that Sunday §chool supplies have as far as Sunday School growth in the
schedules They should be carefully  been sent since May 16th, 1911, to one west is concerned.
studied Some gratifyving figures are hundred and sevenby-nine newly-organ- It no one think that our Sunday
shown, others are more surprising  No  fzed Methodist Sunday Schools in these Schools are decreasing in number. In
comment made here is inoany way a eritl same three Conferences. It requires no the Maritime Conferences the figures re
clsm of Dro Cornish's work, which is  great ability as a mathematician to see main about the same as last year, with
always most thoroughgolng, but it is at onee that a very large number of the exception of Ngva Scotia Conference,
very evident that statistics do not always  schools must have been closed during the which reports a rease of twenty Sun-
tell the truth There has been, appar year if the figures in the statistical table day Schools. This we belleve to be also
ently, some very loose reporting some below are correct. Where are all these de- | unreliable; but even If it were correct,
where, for notwithstanding the tabulated  funct Sunday Schools? No person could ‘it would be less surpgising than the very
reports to the contrary, we do not be tell, for they have not so died surely swall increase reportdq in the west, for
Heve that there are 317 fewer ppeaching I8 time that greater attention be paid to thé migration is westwaM, and the more
places in Canadian Methodism than there  our statistical reports coming from the casterly provinces are giving up many of
were a year ago Neither do we believe  field.  Such statements as are made in thelr people to help populate the west.
that there are 28 fewer .\'nmlu,v?vhmls the tables this year are not only incred- Taken all in all, the Sunday School
than last year. Take an Instan®e from  ible: under the existing conditions of our figures in the appended table are not at
the following facts These reports show  western work they are simply impossible. all satisfactory. The attention of all
.
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responsible officers is respectfully called
to the great need of correct reports froju
the local schools on the several cir s
and missions Failing rellable 8
from them, it Is unavoldable that there
shall be unreliable reports made of the
work as a whole. The Financial District
Meetings might well spend an hour in in
vestigating the situation, and, if possible
preventing the recurrence of such errors
another year

The table of Young People's Socleties
gives food for m‘llu.n thought The
(General. Secretary h#s no other figures
than those coming through the regular
channels of District Meetings and Annual
{onferences, so cannot speak as posi
tively about the Young People's Socletics
as about the Sunday Schools New
schools asking for ald are all reported
at the central office. Because of this fact
he has fuller knowledge of the standing
of the schools than of the Leagues. The
decreases in Epworth Leagues or Ep

worth Leagues of Chrigtian Endeavor,
ag

both adult” and junior, e not met by
the increases in Young Men's Clubs and
“other Young People's Socleties,” and
the total decrease in membership In our
societies a8 a whole I8 a very grave one
and shows a serious state of affairs. The
responsibility of the Church for the
young people was never so great as it is
now, and we must endeavor by all pos
sible means to stem the tide that threat
ens to carry our young people away from
the Church and so deplete our organized
Young People's Socleties that they shall
fail to perform their necessary office and
work. To meet the situation and save
the young people “for Christ and the
Church,” we must surely all unite our
forces, from the General Board down (o
the remotest mission station, and hope
for a better report next year

Who Is This?

Dr. Brummitt, the able Editor hf the
Epworth Herald enjoys a wide acqgaint
ance with Epwarth League Officers. # 1Ls
evident that he is acquainted with at
least ome ideal President, as-de thus
writes in a recent number of his valp
able paper:

I KNOW A LEAGUE PRESIDENT

He's a true Methodlst

He reads the Herald every week

He never forgets the real business
the League.

He helps the Sunday School superin
tendent in many ways.

He knows a few things about parlia
mentary law

He's good at getting other people to
work, preferring that to doing the work
himself

He doesn’t let things die on his hands
When any work ought to be discontinued
he insists on it being done decisively

He has no ambition to break any rec
ords for continuity of presidential ser
vice, and s always on the lookout for
possible successors who can be trained
for the work.

He does ‘most of his work, and his
most effective work, away from the pub
lic eye

He knows how to step in and take
any'hndy'sfllnre in an emergency

Ji

He has programme for his adminis
tration, ai has it planned so that the
things the cabinet will attempt can all bhe
done by concerted and intelligent effort

He {8 in the confidence of each depart
ment officer, knowing the problems, diffi
culties, and resources of them all

He {8 a systematic and sympathetic
friend of the Junlor League superinten
dent.

He attends all the department meetings
80 far as he can, but he does not domin
ate them.

He carries an Epworth League notebook

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH

a sunny outlook on life, a perfect

When chatacter is lost, all I8 lost

with pages for plans, dates of coming
events, outlines of

workable methods,

hints, suggestions, class lists, book lists, T
and miscellaneaus ‘Miscellaneous " takes Elve
most of the room T

He has a good temper, lagge patience, Ml

fajith  whe

the Epworth League, and a deep and  B!re

vital Christian experlence I
Isn't he worth knowing? extr

ERA.

A Few Reminders

hat cats and kittens should
n to children as toys

hat half-starved cats canno
¢. They lose their keen sense of &
n not fed, and have not  suft
ngth for the work

hat when puss {s & mother she needs

a care and qulet, and should not

teased or pulled about

r
This motto is placed on the walls of a

great school in Germany for
When wealth is lost, nothing 18 lost T
When health is lost, something s lost, &

not

Any person who can read, remember and T
act on this motto has progressed a long ecas|
way in the science and art of life—Greal  cow
Thoughts Ani

hat it is wrong to keep

them

hat those who cannot afford to feed
at properly, or are too busy o see
that the animal is rightly treated, ought

to keep a cat at all

hat catg are timid, nervous animals,
ly frightened and hurt it Is very
ardly to abuse them.  Ouwr Dumbd

mals

all her kit
tens, unless you are sure of good homes
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I'hat’s a certainty
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