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Memorandum to Accompany the Plans for the
Restoration of Old Fort York Prepared
by the Ontario Historical Society.

OR a number of vem here have n discussion N DProgress
with respect to the use and future of OLD FORT. When
1903 1 was avreed wit 1 "w‘w non Government

n (

this Fort property would, together { ¢ other Ordnane

lands comprising the Garrison Comnpon, be transferred to the it
Toronto, it wa L pal \o ! | t
hould he * restored imnd mamtaimed the ('t i Historical

Memorial for ever
While there have wen o man iojeclis s ted, w respect o a

use to be mad i, the IV ween no plans proposed for its

restoration. and much unrest has bheen thereby oceasioned.,
The Ontario Historical Society, on behalf of the County His-

torical and Patriotic Societies in Ontario, and of the local Societies

in Toronto, has been actively interesting itself in its preservation and

restoration,
In negotiations opened with the Mavor of Toronto in July last,

I undertook. on behalf of the Society, that if the City would make

curvevs of the Fort as it now exists, and of the land attached to 1t,

e Society would prepare the necessary ;.\_m‘ lor 1tg restoration,

{1

1t had heen ascertained by the Society that considerable encroach-
ment had been made upon the Fort property, as originally reserved
and acreed to be conveyed to the City by the Government

|




’lv. [-‘lj!lvdu wo ’ w“\ht‘.
hese encroachments are shown on the ( nlan
The boundaries marked thercon
the Old Fort property reserved vears

the preservation of the Fort, and none of w
0 il tl 1 L10s ¢ hitle | 1 \

hoen ent ond nb ,
(‘o.. and t ( Y (0 ( { SOl
Rampart ' est ol tin L Droiu
I'he plar 1 | n '
tructions of the Society by Mess lLang A
ipon | retaining b (
but with the exception of the eastern bastion
AT \ (o imn M eeed
| el nal pln
Dr. Dought ¢ Dominion Al ’ 0
L | Ordnane lan ( (
transferred to tl \rehive { | wrial a

¢ adjacent n hood )
1 then existing are shown, practiea 1 gen
s at present I"he \ ol the G n Cre
clevated knoll on whi o Fort wi tuated
nine alone its foot and formige the dite o

In the plan of March, 1816, the deta
terior buildings of the Fort are separ
measurements and cross-sections This plan 1s
Robertson’s Landmarks, page 293, Vol. \

In the plan of November, 1851, a survey made

Sandford Fleming shows the Fort still intact, the

along itg northern and around its eastern ramparts

and the interior are practically the same as in
buildings shown are still existing

Comparison of the M.IH |<lw;l.|lu\ by the City,
plans, and examination on the ground show that

3 )

1816, and most




the

Fort exist exactly on the same alignment as of old, hut sadly
worn away hy the wasting of well nigh one hundred vears

The Society’s Plan, now presented, builds the old Ramparts up
again {o their original condition, and restores them as a complete
"‘rll'l‘»\ »

\t the WENST there was originally a sunken diteh for the prote
tion of the Western Batteries.  This was filled in at the time of the
construction of the Garrigon sewer by the Citv, 1t is proposed that

it shall be restored to its original condition, and the earth excavated

pplied to the restoration of the earth-worl the rampart The

top of the Ramparts w he 15 feet 1n width, on { ODOS

there should be a promenade, Tollowin th vhole ¢irenit o thi
1 I ) S f werle ( (

timn ) Nt WO ) 1= ) | | ¢ {

md m (o o 1 ( ] ( SO 1l e ) Some o oy

pickets are still in place, and are also shown in « drawin and

photoeraphs, being pointed, and set inelining outwards at an anele,
[ torming 1 P’alisa

At the EANT and WEST entrances, at the en of the orieinal road

| w el L Mo Critles ) lequate « { oy
| ¢ ) | | N ) ( it Queh ind
| 1 < ther Co 1 1w ( ( 1 nd
| nd t LD (n ( ) nown the WO
Gate. t ther ST ( n emo 0 e two
leading Personages in our history when the Fort was first established

The roadway to Fastern gate would rise up to the entranc

¢ west by a suitable b

nthe INTERIOR, the hatteries we replaced, as per the orieinal

nlans. and the cuns, which in later vears have bheen removed, and
ported to be in store elsewhere, will be placed hac n position
The buildings of the Barracks, Block Houses and Magazines, which
nractica remain in the =ame positions as in 1816, will be repaired.
At the EAST end, next the east gate, there was the * Officers” and
Men's Guard Houses,” having a verandah in front, as shown in the

drawing in * Robertson’s Landmarks,” page 7. Vol. VIIL, and on




the plan of 1816, 1In this the * Queen’s Rangers L

3 of Ancient York Masons, met in 1799-1800 It is proposed that
this building shall be restored in its original forn

Near the NORTH-W [SS'T hastion there 1= still in fa order the ond

storey brick “ Senior Officers’ Quarters ™ ol 1813 In the cellm
still remaining the solid masonry vault, in which the “militar
chest ™ of the Province used to he kept This buildineg has heen

held in continuous occupation as Headquarters, either for the G
rison or for the Military District, since its inception. unt 1 lew
vears ago, when the huwi.‘u‘rriw— were removed  to the Stanley
Barracks

In the SOUTH RAMPARTS is the “ No. 1 BLOCKHOUSI
a stone foundation. in the exact position shown on the plan o Noven
her, 1813, and so indexed, m a plan of ) 181

the plan of 1816

|

On the NORTY side of the adwav are tw mne-st 3
racks I'hese bhuildin are constructed of h n logs. b re Now
c¢laphoarded They are divided into four cottag cach th large,
quaint i\v—jr‘.‘lw in the low-c« linged rooms

In the CENTRE are, the original POWDER MAGAZINE: the
large No. 2 BLOCKHOUSE, with flagstaff above, and the STONI
MAGAZINE, over the doorway of which there ig cut on the kevston
the ingeription, “ 34 Geo. 111.,” making its date 1791

A\t the WENT end, on eacl de of the western roa

exisgting, but in =ad repair, the original “ SOLDIERS BARRACRKSN,

g 1w n ) ( ) I (
cottag

\ll these buildings are shown and indexed on the plan of 181¢
There 15, therefore, ample materia ) restoration |
cested that these buildings and barracks when restored n { (
be used as musenm ana 15 permanent quartel or ol \ Lal
Veterans, who would be the ruardians of the Fort and 11l 101

visitors
h i the last hundred yvem

If the names of the Regiments, whic
have heen quartered w thin this old Fort, were placed over the de

there would be a noble record which would include almost all the

older regiments of the British Army which have served in America and

the Regiments early raised in Canada for her defence, which were

afterwards either disbanded or merged into other regiments




The Restoration proposed is a simple and practical one, which can

be immediately begun, and which would preserve the memories o
this historic spot for the education of our youth, be a reverend
Memorial to the men who gallantly served our country and be an

attraction to the travelling public and for the enjoyment of our own

Citizens,

These Plans are respectfully submitted by the Ontario Historical
Sociely to the Historical and Military Societies for their considera-
tion.

BArrow CUMBERLAND,
President O.H.S
Toronto, 12th January, 1909

Extract from the Address of Major-General Brock when open-
ing the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, at York,
on 27th July, 1812:

““We are engaged in an awful and eventful contest. By
unanimity and despatch in our councils and by vigour in our
operations, we may teach the enemy this lesson, that a
country defended by free men, enthusiastically devoted to the
cause of their King. and Constitution, cannot be conquered.”




