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PRIVATE BILLS.

StrliOH I.

Declaratory Provisions.

489. Every hill for the purpose of obtaining for any 
individual, I tody or locality any exclusive or particular 
rights or privileges whatever, or the power to do any 
matter or thing which in its «iteration would affect the 
rights, privileges or property of other parties, or which 
relates to any particular locality or class of the commu­
nity, shall lie treated as a private hill.

References: -It., pp., 7011, 727, and foil.; M., pp. 1172, and foil.; 
('., nets. 754, 2II17; lteril., II. p. 257; Todd, 1*. lb, pp. 7-10; An*.. 
I, p. 291; Ilesj., <}., pp. 227, 325, 327.

Notes:—1. The following arc treated a* private hills:
a. Hill* for the pur|N>sc of obtaining for any individual, company, 

laxly, association, or locality the authorisation to laiild, erect, estab­
lish, or improve any railway, tramway, bridge, turnpike road, 
telegraph line, telephone line, electric transmission line, steamer or 
ferry line, canal, harbour, lock, dam, slide, tunnel, subway, archway, 
viaduct, waterwork, aqueduct, gas work, sewer, cemetery, water- 
power work, or other like works;

b. Hills from any individual, company, Ixidy, or association 
for the purpose of incorporating a company trade, or calling;

r. Hills from any individuals or locality for the pun sise of incor­
porating a city, town, villlage, or other municipality;

(I. Hills to authorise the levying of any local assessment, the 
removal of the site of any chief-place or public office, the re-survey 
of any township or of any township line or concession, the division 
of any municipality, county, or territory, for purposes other than 
that of representation in the Legislature (I)esj., Q„ pp. ti7, 109, 
145, 147, 227, 259, 399, 407, 495);
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e. Hills for the purpose of obtaining for any in lividu*!, company, 
body, association or locality any exclusive* or particular rights or 
privileges, or tin* power to do any matter or thing which in its opera­
tion would affect the rights or property of other parties, or which 
relates to any particular locality or class of the community;

/. Kills from any individual, company, body, association, 
or locality for the purpose of amending acts with objects such as 
those enumerated in t he above paragraphs a, ft, r, <i and • .

!j. Kills to alter a public act in the interest of any individual, 
companv, body, association, or locality ( lb, p. 7d 1).

2. The following are treated a- public bills:
a. Kills to regulate the practice of anv profession or calling 

(I)esj., (j.. pp. 211. 417);
ft. Kills respecting the administration <»f justice, v. g. to 

divide judicial districts, to change t he chief place of a judicial district, 
to give concurrent jurisdicth n to the courts of two or more districts, 
c4c. (I)csj., D-. pp. Iffd, Iff.'). 1ff7, oil, ôld);

r. Kills respecting the maintenance of public bridges (Desj., 
(j., p. Iffff) ;

d. Kills to change the limits of any electoral division, although 
they contain provisions dividing or erecting any municipality, or 
annexing any municipality, or part of a municipality, to another 

(Desj., Q., pp. 77, s7, 22ff).
d. A private act max be repealed or amended by a public bill. 

Desj., Q.. pp. 2M, d!7. 327.
4. When bills that should In* introduced as public bills are 

brought in as private lulls, or net n mi, the Speaker may rule them 
out of order. M., pp. Iff 2-lffd, 07 d, and foil.; Desj., (j., pp. lOff, 
145. 147. 225. 2d5, 447. 4#»7. 475.

5. A bill, begun as a private bill, cannot be proceeded with as a 
public bill. IL. p. 7d4 : M . p. «K2; Todd. V. IL, p. 11.

0. Private bills win* 1 involve any tax, rate, toll, or duty, should 
be first brought into * Legislative Assembly. Todd., P. lb, p. 5.,

Section II.
FORM AND CONTEXTS OF PRIVATE BILLS.

490. Every private bill shall contain a preamble 
setting forth faets that shall justify the adoption of 
the bill.

References: -1$., |>. 77:$; <"., no. 2100; Krdl., II, p. 250.
Notes:—1. The preamble should set forth a full and true 

statement of the facts upon which the private bill is founded, as 
these are the whole inducement for the enactment. IL, p. 77d; C. 
no. 2100.

999^



FORM AND CONTENTS

2. It would not suffice to state, in the preamble, that it i> expe­
dient to amend such or such an act, or to enact such or such provisions.

491. No private hill s II alter or repeal any general 
law or act.

Reference:—It., p. 7:il.

Note: —A hill to iinviut anv puhlic m-t i< a puhlia hill. I ) r-j., 
(}., p. .17.

492. Every private hill to amend any existing act 
shall specify by their mnnhers all sections or articles

■aled, and all sections or articles to he amended 
shall he inserted in full in the hill, as proposed to he 
amended, with the amendingfwords printed between 
brackets.

References—B., p. 761.

Note: —Thus, if art. 20 of a town charter reads as follow-: “The 
general election for mayor and aldermen of the municipalit> -hall 
In* held every two years, on the lir-t juridical day of July ", and it is 
intended to have it enacted that the general election shall hr held 
every three years only, the amendment should he framed a- follows:

“Article 20 is replace 1 by the following:
“20. The general election for mayor and aldermen of the muni­

cipality -hall be held every [three| years, on the first juridical day 
of July.”

493. Every private hill to incorporate any city or 
town, or joint-stock, railway, insurance or trust com­
pany, shall contain, in addition to special and absolutely 
necessary clauses, only such provisions as may derogate 
from general acts.

Note:—Rule 4‘J.J applies also to bills to amend the charter or 
act of incorporation of any city or town, or joint-stock, railway, 
insurance or trust company.

All sections or articles of any general act to he 
derogated from shall he specified in the hill by their

9198



8 PRIVATE BILLS

numbers, and all sections and articles of any general 
act to be amended, for the corporation or the company, 
shall be inserted in full in the bill, as proposed to lx; 
so amended, with the amending words printed bet­
ween brackets.

Note :—Thus, if a town desires to have tin* general election of 
mayor and aldermen hold every three years on the first juridical day 
of July instead of every tint years on the first juridical day of February, 
as provided for by art. 54Id of the Cities and Towns’ Aft, the clause 
derogating from art. 541 3 should he framed as follows:

“Article 54Id of the Revised Statutes, 1904, is replaced, for the 
town, by the following:

“54Id. The general election of mayor ami aldermen of the 
municipality shall be held every [three) years on the first juridical 
day of j.luly|.“

494. When any private bill is for the purpose of 
confirming any letters patent, agreement, deed, or 
vote passed by any corporate body, a certified copy of 
such letters'patent, agreement, deed or vote, as the 
case may be, must be attached to it and deposited with 
the clerk of the committee on private bills together 
with the bill itself.

Such copy shall be printed at the end of the bill and 
form part of same as a schedule.

References:—B., p. 760; M., pp. 702, HOI; Todd, P. B., p. 55.

Notes :—1. If a copy of letters patent, etc., has not been attached 
to the bill, the whole bill is not out of order, but only the clauses 
relating to the letters patent, etc., to be confirmed. J. Leg. Ass., 
1905, p. 319.

2. The omission may be rectified in committee of the? whole. 
B., p. 761.

495. Every private bill to authorise the building of 
any work, or the establishment of any service, which 
would be of public uti it y or might affect the rights or 
pro]x-rty of other parties, shall clearly specify the partic­
ular and exclusive rights and privileges sought for,
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ami indicate the proposed location of the work to lie 
constructed and of the lines to lie established, and 
mention the names of the localities in which the work 
is to lie constructed or the service established, and 
also the names of the principal localities through which 
the lines are to run.

Moreover, a map or plan, showing the district and 
places where it is intended to construct the proposed 
work, or to establish the proposed service, and showing 
also the existing or authorised works or services of a 
similar character within such district, must lie dc|Misitc<l 
with the clerk of the committee on private bills at the 
same time as the bill.

No committee shall consider any such bill or the 
pet tion for the introduction of any such bill, until a 
map or plan has been filed as aforesaid.

If the bill is assented to, the clerk of the committee 
on private bills shall transmit such map or plan to the 
Department of Public Works and Labour after having 
written tin- number of the bill and affixed his signature 
on it.

Notes: — 1. Though rule 495 <locs not enumerate such works 
and services as are of publie utility, the rule i> undoubtedly applicable 
to bills to establish any of the services mentioned in art. 7lM/-)of 
the |{. S. Q., namely: for the conveyance of telegraph or telephone 
messages, or for the conveyance of travellers or goods over a railway, 
street railway or tramway, or for the production, transmission, 
delivery or furnishing of heat, light or power either directly or indi* 
rectly to or for the public. It seems also that the billowing works 
are to l>c considered as of public utility: bridges, roads, steamer 
or ferry lines, canals, harbours, slides, tunnels, viaducts, ,arch­
ways, subways, waterworks, aqueducts, sewers, if they are desti­
ned for public usage.

1Î. By prinrifHil locality is not only meant a city or a town. The 
purpose of rule 495 is that the proposed lines In- almost precisely 
indicated, so that the Legislature may be in a position to pronounce 
on the utility of the line, and the persons whose interests might be 
affected l>e sufficiently informed.

9



10 PRIVATE BILLS

496. When any private bill is for the purpose of 
authorising the admission of any person to the study 
or practice of the profession of advocate, notary, phy­
sician and surgeon, druggist, chemist, veterinary ur- 
geon, civil engineer, surveyor or architect, it must be 
stated in the preamble that such hill has been approved 
by the board or council of the profession concerned.

Moreover, a duly certified copy of the resolution 
adopted by such Ixiard or council must be deposited 
with the clerk of the committee on private bills at the 
same time as the bill.

The bill cannot lie received, printed, or introduced, 
nor the petition for the bill be considered by any 
committee, until a duly certified copy of such resolution 
has Ik vu filed.

Notes:—1. Rule 49b bring nearly :t reprint of art. 417#) of the 
R. S. Q., which reads as follows:

“447b. No person shall:
“fl. if he is the King's printer, publish in the (Juther Official 

Gazette, a notice that a bill will be presented to either House of the 
Legislature authorizing the admission to the study or practice of 
any one of the liberal professions; or

“/>. if he is the clerk or clerk of private bills of one of the Houses 
of the Legislature, receive any such bill or have it printed:

“unless the notice or the bill lx* accompanied by a certificate 
establishing that the bill has been approved by the board or council 
of management of the profession which it concerns.

“This article shall apply to tin* professions of advocate, of notary, 
of physician, of dentist, of surveyor, or architect, of civil engineer, 
of chemist, and of veterinary surgeon”,—the rule cannot be dispensed 
with by the house. B., p. 30k, < nos. 790-702: Ocsj., (j., p. 2ft3.

2. The provisions of the bill should correspond with the approval 
of the board or council of the profession concerned. (\, no. 2113.

3. The approval of a local board or council is not sufficient. 
Desj., Q.. p. 355.
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Sift ion III.

DEPOSIT AND PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION OF PRIVATE

HILLS.

497. Two copies of the hill in the French or English 
language, with, endorsed thereon, the name of the 
member who shall take charge of the hill, shall he depos­
ited with the clerk of the committee on private hi Is, 
at least two weeks before the opening day of the session.

Note: It is not sufficient to forward copies of the full at least 
two weeks It -fore tli • openin'* clay of th • s *<<i ta: such <• »pi.M in ist 
he hande 1 to or reach the clerk of the committee before the alt ive- 
mentionetl delay. Thus, if a m is t » open on a Tu •< I iy.
copies of the hill should he <1 *p tsit * I in the ofli • * of the ( Merk before 
th" second Tuesday preceding the opening day.

There shall also he, at the same time, deposited with 
the accountant of the Legislative Assembly a sum 
sufficient to pay for printing five hundred and fifty 
copies of the hill in French and four hundred copies 
in English, and also two dollars per page of printed 
matter for the translation and fifty cents pi r page for 
correcting and revising the printing; the translation 
to he done, in all eases, by the officers of ti e house, 
and the printing by the contractor.

Note: The total amount payable for translatif n and printing 
is about $5.50 per typewritten page of d() lines on foolscap paper.

498. When any formality prescribed in rule 497 has 
not been complied with by the tin e therein specified, 
the bill cannot be examined, fainted or introduced if 
it is for the purpose of incorporating any city or town, 
or of consolidating any such act of incorporation; and 
if for the purpose of amending any charter of a city or 
town, or of incorporating any railway, public utility,
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joint stock, insurance or trust company or of amending 
any such act of incorporation, it may he examined, 
printed or introduced only after payment of a fee of 
three hundred dollars; and in all other cases, after 
payment of a foe of one hundred dollars.

Netes: — 1. The fis1 payable under rule 4 US is a H|ieeial anil addi­
tional fee. The promoter* must pay, in addition to siieh fee, the 
Hums provided for in rule 41)7, 5 2, and also those payable under rule 
542.

2. When the promoters of a bill to ineorporate any city or town 
or to enusnlidute any such aet of ineorporation have not romplind 
with rule 4117, they may have the rule sus|«ended by the house. In 
such ease, they must pay an additional fee of .*,'{110 liefore introducing 
the bill. Rules 543 (2), 545, 547.

499. It shall he the duty of the clerk of the committee 
on private hills to send without delay to the law officers 
appointed to examine private hi Is, all copies of hills, 
together with certificates showing the dates when the 
deposits and payments r< ' d by rules 497 and 498 
have been made.

500. It shall he the duty of the law officers appointed 
to examine private hills to make, on each bill submitted 
to them, a report in writing stating whether the hill 
is regular or not, and indicating the provisions of the 
bill, if any, which are at variance with the general laws 
and not printed between brackets.

Such report shall be sent immediately to the clerk 
of the committee on private hills.

501. When any private hill sent to the law officers 
appointed to examine hills is found hy them to he reg­
ular, it shall he their duty to see that it be translated 
and printed without delay.

502. Private hills which are not framed in accordance 
with the rules and standing orders shall l)e recast by 
the promoters and reprinted at their expense, before any 
committee passes upon the same.

41



INTRODUCTORY PETITIONS 13

Notes: — 1. It is not the duty of flu* law o.Tivrs t » haw private 
hills re sist an 1 fr tiled in arc trdanev with t ie rules.

2. Reprinting is always at the expense <»f the promoters of the 
bill. Rule 5Pi.

,{. The cost of reprinting mint he paid before 11» * hill e ill he 
advanced to a further stage. Rule .“j 47.

Section IV.

PETITIONS KOH THE INTItOM ( THIN UK PHI V A I E HIEI.S.

.i 1.—\otin s of 1'i ti'inns.

503. l’mm-ilings on a private hill shall In- In-gun 
with a petition previously advertised by public notice.

References: It., p. T 45: M . pp. <172 ('. no- 2111. 212d;
Redl.. II. p. 256;Tothl.. P. It., pp. d2, Its; I>isj., <y. pp. IP. 21. 2d.

Note: Parties having a diverse interest from those I \ whom 
a notice has heen published cannot av.iil i hetnselves of such notice 
to pr ivet* 1 upon their own account. I odd. IV It. p. 52 I )esj., <2.,
p. 277.

504. Such notice shall clearly and distinctly specify 
the nature and objects of the intended bill.

References: Todd. IV It., pp. ;tx 4P; Desj., <2.. pp. .140. a tu I 
foil.

Not2s: 1. Care should he taken in preparing notices, for no 
provision derogating from general acts can he embodied in a private 
hill, unless covered hv a notice given thereof. Todd, IV It,, p. Is ; 
I)esj.. <2-, p. d4d.

2. Vf., notes under rule 514.

In the ease of an intended petition for a private bill 
for the erection of a toll-bridge, the notice shall also 
specify the rates intended to be asked, the extent of 
tlie privilege, the height of the arches, the interval 
between the piers or abutments, and also whether it
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is intended to erect a drawbridge or not, and the 
dimensions of the drawbridge, if any is to be erected.

References: —B., p. 75U; Todd., P. B., pp. -i'-.‘I I.

505. Every notice shall be signed by the parties who 
are to introduce the bill or by their agent.

506. Every notice shall be publish»* l in the “Quebec 
Official Gazette” in the French and English languages, 
and in a French newspaper in the French, and in an 
English news r in the English language, in the 
judicial district comprising the locality to be affected 
or in the judicial district where th<* majority of the par­
ties interested reside.

If there is no French or English newspaper in the 
judi'. ial district where a notice is require ’ ’ adver­
tised, such notice shall be published in a French or an 
English newspaper, as the case may be, in the nearest 
judicial district.

Not»:—If there is no newspaper in the judicial district where a 
notice is required to he advertised, such notice must he published 
in a French and in an English newspaper in the nearest judicial 
district or districts.

507. Every notice shall be published at least once a 
week for a period of four consecutive weeks within 
the six months immediately preceding the date of 
presentation of the petition for the intended bill.

508. A copy of every newspaper containing the first 
and last insertion of the notice shall be sent to the 
clerk of the committee on private bills.

Each such copy shall be marked so as to show where 
the notice has been inserted.

00
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S 2.—-Con ruts o' Petition#.
509. Every petition for the introduction of any 

private bill shall clearly and distinctly specify the 
nature and objects of the intended bill.

References: -H., |>. 745; Todd, I*. B.. |>. .‘{2; I>esj., (j.. pp. .'t4.'t, 
and full.

Notes:—1. The* rules governing petition* generally apply also 
to petitions for the introduction of private hills. It., p. 745. (of. 
pp. it.1), and foil.)

2. ('arc should he taken in preparing petitions, for no provision 
derogatory from general acts can he einl>odied in a private hill unless 
contemplated in the conclusions of the petition for the introduction 
of the hill. ( f. notes under rule 514.

it. As to form of petition, see Appendix A, p. 42.

If the bill is to contain any provision derogatory 
from general acts governing cities or towns, or joint- 
stock, railway, insurance or trust companies, special 
grounds shall also be set forth in the petition for the 
introduction of such derogatory provision.

S 3 —Presen (it ion anil Heeep ion of Petitions.

510. A petition for the introduction of a private bill 
may be presented only within the first ten days of 
the session.

Notes:—1. When the delays have expire I. no petition for the 
introduction of a private hill can he presented without leave of 
the house. Such leave is sought for hy petition and not hy motion, 
as the petition is tie* only meins hy which individuals out<i le of the 
house can approach it properly and lay a request before it. Rule 
404. § 1, note 1: IV, pp. 747-74*; M., p. 722.

2. This preliminary petition must explain the circumstances 
under which the |H*titioners have Immui prevented from complying 
with rule510. It is usually allowed to he read and received forthw ith, 
and referred to the committee on standing orders. The house, on 
report of the committee, will give or refuse leave to present the js ti- 
tion for the hill. If leave is given, the petition is presented and 
proceeded with in the usual manner. IV, p. 7th; M.. p. 722.
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511. A petition for the introiluetion of a private 
hill may he receive;! only within the first fifteen days 
of the session.

Note: If the delays have expired before u petition i* received, 
rule .">11 in i.v lie suspende I on motion in nrrur.l.uiec with the pro­
visions of mil's .53 o mid .537.

512. When a petition for the introduction of a private 
liill has heen eceiv<‘d, it shall stand referred to the 
committee on standing o tiers.

Reference! —11., p. 74.5.

§ 4. Examination of I‘it it ion* by Committer on Stiml- 
ing (twin's.

513. The committee on standing o tiers shall not 
consider any petition until the report from the law 
officers has heen placed before the committee.

Note: Riilv l.t i- applicable only to petition* for tin* introduc­
tion of private hills.

514. The committee on standing orders shall, in each 
case, report whether the petition and the notice given 
thereof arc regular and sufficient and whether the hill 
deposited is regular and in corformity with the notice 
and the petition.

If any irregulaiity is found in the notice, in the peti­
tion or in the hill, the committee shall, in its report, 
point out the same to the house and state whether it 
is expedient or not to suspend the rules.

References: It., pp. 7 III, 7.5(1, 7.5,'t: Todd, I*. It., pp. 11.5, 4s : 
Di'sj., (j.. pp. :ti:t, mid full.

Notes: — 1. The committee hits no power to impure into the 
merits of any petition for a private hill. It., p. 7.53; Todd, I*. It., p. 3,5.
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2. Thr committee <•<nnpare the ternis ni" tin* hill with ilmx- of 
tin* notice and tin* petition, ami any omission in the notice nr the 
petition and any imp irtant varianee hetween the hill and the notice 
nr the petition may he fatal either to the hill, nr to a particular 
provision therein. H., p. 753, Todd. P. IV. pp. 4S-49 : Desj., Q.,
p. :«a.

3. If the notice nr the petition is ton general in its terms, or 
if no mention is made of certain matters which should he specified 
therein, the facts must Is* specially reported hy the committee. 
B., p. 759; Todd. V IV. p. 49; Desj.. Q.. p. did.

4 If any provision of the hill is not covered hy the notice and the 
petition, the fact must he specially reported hy the committee. 
Todd, I*. It., p. OH; Desj., (j.. p. did.

5. The committee, when they have to decide whether the notice 
or the petition arc sufficient or not. are guided hy the circumstances 
of the case and also hy the spirit rather than the letter of the require­
ment . It., p. 753; M , p. 7 is ; Todd, I*- It., p. 42.

0. The committee must ascertain whether the hill, the petition 
and the notice are framed in accordance with the provisions of rules 
490-400. 504 and 509, and whether such papers and plans as are to 
Is* deposited have ls*en regularly de|s>sited.

7. If the petition or notice is found to he insufficient,the committee 
will recommend a suspension of the rules only when it is shown that 
no interests, except those of the petitioners, will he affected hy such 
non-compliance. IV, p. 755: M.. p. 7is; Dcsj., ( j.. p. d47.

K. When the committee have reported unfavourably without 
recommending a suspension of the rules, the house may refer the 
petition hack to the committee for the purpose of reconsidering it 
or considering and reporting a> to the expediency of suspending the 
rule-1. IV. p. 757; Mpp. 719-7*20; Todd. I* IV. pp. 47-is, 52-53.

9. When the eoiumittee report recommending the suspension of 
any rule, a motion should he made to a I »pt the report or i*
the rule. IV. p. 75s.

10. A member may always call attention to any irregularity in 
the notice, the petition, on the bill, although the committee have 
reported favourably. Rule 550; Desj., <^.. pp. 345. 459.

11. The house may always refer hack any hill to the committee 
on standing orders for the purpose of considering whether any of 
its provisions are covered or not hv the notice and the petition. 
Desj.. (j.. p. 41.

12. It is out of order to propose any amendment in excess of 
the notice or petition. Desj.. (j., p. 139.

13. It is conformable to practice to introduce in private hills
such changes as are necessary to protect the , although the
amendments are not covered hy the notice or the petition. Desj.,
Q.. p. 65.

9

9
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18 PR1VATK HII-LS

Section V.

INTRODUCTION AND READING OF PRIVATE BILLS.

515. \\ lien a petition fur t he iiitroiluetion of a private 
hill has been favourably reported on by the committee 
on standing orders, or, in ease of an unfavourable 
report, when the house has decided that the rules may 
be suspended, a motion for leave to bring in the bill 
may be made immediately and without any previous 
notice.

References:—H., p. 759; Todd, P. It., p. 54.
Notes: 1 Kvery private hill must be in conformity with the 

petition for same, and with the permission which has liecn given to 
introduce it. Desj., Q., p. 21.

-• If. after the introduction of a private hill, it is desirable to 
add to it new clauses which should have hecn covered by the notice 
for the hill, such clauses must he aske 1 by petition for leave. 
Todd, P. B., p. K5; Desj., (j., p. 2d.

•I. If the house has decided to suspend any rule as regards a 
private hill, it cannot he objected that the bill is not in conformity 
with this rule. Desj., (j., p. 139.

516. A private bill may be introduced only within 
the first three weeks of the session.

Notes:—1. When the delays for the introduction of private bills 
have expired, a suspension of rule 510 mav be obtained on motion 
in conformity with rule 530.

2. When leave is given by the house to introduce any private 
bill after the thin! week of the session, the promoters must, before 
introducing such bill, pay the additional fees provided for in rule 
543, that is to say : $50 if the fourth week of the session has not 
expired, $100 if the fourth week has expired and the fifth has not. 
and $200 if the fifth week has expired. Rules 545, 547.

517. Every private bill originating in the Legislative 
Council shall, after its first reading, be referred to the 
committee on standing orders, unless such committee 
has already reported on a petition for the introduction 
of such bill.
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References -IL, |>. ?!«: To l l, I*. II., pp. :{5-3 ».

518 When any private hill from the Legislative 
Council has been favourably reported on bv the com­
mittee on standing orders, such bill shall be placed for 
second reading on the agenda paper for the sitting 
following the reception of the report.

519. Kvery private bill, when read a second time, 
shall be referred to the committee on railways and 
other means of communication or to the committee 
on private bills according as it is <»r is not within the 
province of the con mittce on railways and other means 
of communication or it may be referred to a special 
committee.

Notes: The house, in agreeing t » the >re m l re.dime of any 
private hill, affirm' the principle uf the hill cotidif i mally. anti subject 
to the proof of the facts allele 1 in the preamble. Where, irresf r live 
of such facts, the principle is objectionahle, the house will not <• uisent 
to the second re.tding. M., p. 729.

2. Such private bills as relate to railways, tramways, bridges, 
highways, archways, tunnels, subways, steamer or ferry lines, canals, 
slides, telegraph or telephone lines, are referred to the committee 
on railways and other means of communication.

All petitions for or against the bill shall stand referred 
to the same committee.

References:—B., p. 749; no. 24(10; Todd, I*. B., pp. 5(1-57.

Section VI.

EXAMINATION OK PRIVATE BILLS BY SELECT COMMITTEES

520. No standing or special committee to which any 
private bill may be referred shall consider the same 
until after a report from the law officers thereon and 
a certificate showing the payment of all such sums
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and fees as arc required have been placed before the 
committee.

Notes:—I. Bills arc taken up fur consideration in the order 
of their reference to the committee. Todd. I*. B., p. 71.

2. Wlii'ii the committee proceed to the consideration of a private 
hill, the preamble is first read. The preamble may be postponed. 
The preamble having lieen read, the petitions for and against the bill 
an 1 the rejsirt of the law officers are then usually read. B., pp. 
7711-774: M., pp. K09-SI4: Todd. I’, lb, p. 7ti.

lb The preamble having been adopted, the clauses and the sched­
ules are then taken up one by one. lb. p. 77.5; M., p. H14.

521. No standing or special committee on any private 
bill originating in this house shall consider the same 
until after three days' notice of the sitting of such 
committee has Itecn first affixed in the lobby of the com­
mittee rooms; nor, in the case of any private bill origi­
nating in the Legislative Council, until after one clear 
day’s like notice.

522. On the day of the posting of any bill under rule 
521, the clerk shall without delay cause a notice of 
such posting to be appended to the agenda paper.

523. No promoter of any private bill shall be allowed 
to submit any amendments to any standing or special 
committee, until after a copy of the bill, containing 
such proposed amendments, has been deposited in the 
private bills office one clear day before the consideration 
of the bill by the committee.

Notes—Kule .VJH applies to the promoters of private hills only, 
but not to the members of the committee. J. Leg. Ass., 1905, p.

524. All persons whose interests or property may be 
affected by any private bill shall, when required so to do, 
appear before the standing or special committee to give 
their consent to the bill.

Rdirincu:—lb, p. 773; M., p. 792.



KX AMINATION in >KU ( I < oMMUTKT' 21

Notes: I lutcn-tv 1 parti»•* max In* lit inl b.v . »uns»*l or :«n«‘iit
M . |>. s|U: To.H. IV IT. |,. 71

J. Parti*** win»*** interest* ;• r«* 1 «mix Its i- u tn ul.ii mtoh.I-
arv < > in tin* hill, h ivr im ri'zlit t > In- In* n I :*ir:»ii*-t thr pn imhl.
It.', i». 771: M.. 1». MU; Tnil.l. IV It., p. 7s I>.-j . <2 . |. J77

:t. Common sh:tn‘ltol<l<r« of ;i cunpany ar«* not Intnl ;«K:tin>l :• 
privât** 1 >i 11 promote*! 11\ such cniiip:m>. unices their interests .«re 
distinct f r< »m the ire liera I interest' <»f the company. It . p. 771. M .
p. 77v Twlil.. I* It., p. 7v

If they semi such consent in writing, proof thereof 
may Im* demanded by the < ■<*.

525. The standing or special committee to which 
any bill for incorporating a company is referred, may 
require proof that the persons whose names appear 
in t In- bill as petitioners are of full age. and in a position 
to effect the objects contemplated, and have consented 
to become incorporated.

Reference: It., p. 77.Î.

Note: The expenses of witnesses are defray** I h> the partit -*
in xx hose interest they have Im***|| sunnitniietl. (old. I1 It., p. tin.

526. It shall be the duty of the standing or special
committee to which any private bill may have been 
referred to call the of the house specially to
every provision in such bill that does not appear lobe 
covered by tin* petition for tin* introduction thereof 
or by the notice advertising the same.

References: —IV, |>. 77!l; Toll. I*. It . |>. '.III.

Nates:- —1. The rot,mutt1*1 should not admit clauses or amend­
ments which tire n it within the t■•rni< of the notiev tintl petition 
or which are ini1 insist ••tit with the standiii.’ orders. It.. |>. 77'*: 
M.. |,|). 715 n it e 2, s 1 li, H2tl: (1.. n i J iss ; 1 nil. I*. It.. |i. tt 1 ; I )esj., 
(J., |i|>. I.'ttl. 1*77. 4 lit.

2. The committee should not introduee in th" hill any ainoiidineni 
which may affect private interests, with ml due n ititv It ivimr I,ecu 
given t i the parties concerne I. It., p. 77*.*: M , p. M*i: I odd. It I*, 
pp. «1-1*2.

11
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•t. I’h" <• mirnitte • should not introduce in th • hill amen Iments 
so extensive as to c institute a different hill from tlv.it which h as 
been read a seco 11 thin*. B., |>. 7* ).

527. K/cry st inline or special cmnnittcn to which 
any private hill mav have h ■-n ref err • I shall, in every 
case, report the saai".

References: —B.. p. 77*; M., pp. S2I-S2*; Tod I. I*. It., p. 01*

528. When any material alteration has Iwen made in 
the preamble of the hill, such alteration, and the reasons 
for the same, shall he state I in the report.

References:—B., |>. 77S; M., p. S2M; To I I, I*. It., p. s',; |>p*j.,
|>. 4 111.

Nets: —It i< in the p >wcr of tin* e immitto • t » make alt «rations 
in t In* prv mi hit*, either by strikin'; out or in » lifyin ? s ich allegut ions 
as may not Iviw been s tintanti.ite I t i tli *ir satisf.vti m, or by ex­
punging such allegations as th • pro n >t"rs in iv I» * <1 ‘sir i is of with­
drawing, or hy in* *rtin t a I li i » i i' al exati ms; h it n i n *.v alieg it ions 
or provisions should h* in* a t • I in th - preamble, except stidi as arc 
covered hy th • petition an 1 the untie • or hive h * *n prive I. M., 
p. *20; (\, no. 21**; Todd. I*. B., pp. *l-*5.

529. When the committee report that the preamble 
of the hill has not been proved to their satisfaction, 
they must also state the- grounds upon which they have 
arrived at such decision.

References: -It., |>. 77<i; To l l. I*. It.. |i. SI.
Note:—Among th* grounds usually state 1 hy the committee, 

upon which they have arrive I at their decision, may lie instanced,- 
That no evidence wasofTere 1 in favour of the preamble, Insufficient 
or contrary evi lence,—No pi >of of tin* <• msent of the promoters,— 
No proof that th" majority of the interest" I parties arc in favour 
of th * hill, —That th" parties against the hill are as numerous as 
those in its favour, or are more numerous,—That there i* difference 
of opinion in th" Inc dit V affect" I. as t » th * exp • liency of tin* measure, 
—That legislative interference is neither desirable non necessary,— 
That the passing of the hill would affect existing rights or law suits 
pending,—That the powers sought for would not advance the interests 
of the locality,—That the additional powers sought for hy the com­
pany arc entirely foreign to the purposes of its iriginal charter,—
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Tli.it thr agreement, deed, ur vote which is sought tu In* confirmed 
was not made or passed in conformity with the provisions of the 
law. That flic provisions of the general law afford sufficient facilities 
to the promoters to obtain the powers asked for, and cons apietitIy 
a special act is unnecessary, That the hill is not in accordance 
witli the petition. That it is in the power of the Ia<* aitive ( * mncil 
to carry int » effect the objects contemplate I by tin* bill. IV, pp. 
77<i-77v d’odd. I*. It., pp. M-s.t.

530. I’u every report from any standing or special 
committee on any private hill, there shall lie attached 
a copy of such hill a< amen le,I. which copy i> to he 
prepared and certified by the clerk of the committee.

Refîrtncü -It.. |i. 77ii.

531. A report from a standing or special committee 
upon any private hill may he received only within the 
first five weeks of the session.

Notes: 1. < )n recommendation made by t he committee on 
standing orders and by one of the st in ling eommitt *e- charged 
with the consideration of privât* bills, th • • I days may hr « xf aided 
by the house. Rule ôdH; IV, p. 70S.

2. When the delays expire without having been extended, the 
powers of standing or special c unmittccs charged with the consider­
ation of private bills shall lapse; it is not competent for these 
committee»’ to recommend an extension of time before a motion to 
revive the committees has been adopted after notice. IV. p. 70s.

532. When a standing or special committee to which 
any private hill may have heen referred, report that the 
preamble of the hill has not been proved to their satis­
faction. such hill shall not he placed on the agenda 
paper, except by special order of the house.

References—J. l.rst. Ass., 111111. |>. 12 i.

Section VII.
EXAMINATION OF PRIVATE IIII.LS BY U )MMUTEES OF 

THE WHOLE HOUSE.

533. All private hi Is or many private hills which may 
he fixed for consideration in committee of the whole
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house on the same ilav, may on one motion lx- referred 
together to a committee of the whole house.

In sueli ease, the committee may consider all swell 
hills without the Chairman leaving the chair on each 
separate hill, tin rising, the Chairman shall report 
separately swell hills as have heen adopted hv the 
committee, swell hills on which progress has heen made, 
and swell hills as have not heen considered hv the com 
mittee. If the ‘e decide to rise hc'fore having
considered any hills referred to them, swell hills may 
he referred to any other committee of the whole house 
during the same sitting of the house.

References—Todd, I*. H., |>. 101.

534. Ill ( " ■ whole house, the preamble
of any private hill shall lx- considéré I previously to all 
other parts of such hill.

Reference: -Todd., I'. IV p. |(Hi.

535. No amendment to a private hill, except as to 
form, can he moved in committee of the whole house, 
unless its objects is to strike out the whole of a clause 
or unless a previous notice has heen given thereof by 
inscription on the agenda paper of the day.

References; —It.. |>. 7*7; Vu it. I1. It., pp. lO.VHH't.

Notes;—1. Such notice i> governed l\v rule* ldi. ldô, 117 
and ltd.

*-• An amendment moved as a se<iucnee to a special instruction 
docs not fall under the purview of rule ôdô and réunir.* previous 
notice. Desj., Q. p. 2ÔÔ.

d. It is a daily practice to allow ministers of th • crown to move 
without previous notice such am *a Intents as are necessary t i pr iteet 
the p ihli • or safeguard privât'* riirlit^.

At the third reading, a privat e h i! cannot lx- proposed 
to he again referred to a committee of the whole with

2077
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instructions to amend such hill, unless the object of 
the intended amendment is to sti ike out the whole of :t 
clause, nor unless notice has been given thereof by 
inscription on the agenda paper of the day.

Reference»: It.. |>|>. 7s7-7*v TuiM, I*. It. pp m.">-l<Ni.

Note: -Such nutir * i< jMVfrne I In r il 1$ 1. II"». I »7 art 1 I I i.

The aineinlinents which have been deposited shall 
be placed on the agenda paper of the next sitting 
immediately after the order of the day renting to the 
private bill which they concern.

If an amendment of which notice has been given in 
conformity with the present rule, i< not s ' by
the nn ' in whose name it stands on the agenda pa 
per, it may lie proposed by any other member.

Reference: —Mali., no. 177.

Section \ III.

SVSI'KNSIUX OK Id IÆS.

536. l'Accpt in cases of urgent necessity, no motion 
for the suspension of any rule upon any private bill 
or any petition for the ntro luction thereof, shall lie 
made unless two clear day's notice shall have been 
given.

References: II.. |i. 7!lô; Toilii, I*. It., p. I III

537. No motion for the suspension o' any rule upon 
any pet tion fo* the introduction of a private bill shall 
be entertained unless a report either upon such petition 
or upon such motion has been made by the committee 
on standing orders.

I-It., p. 7411; Toilii, I*. It., p. 17.Ri

0667
9
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Net»!—Rule .ri37 "i-n only to motions for the suspension
of nny rule up in petition!. ,1. L '<. A<*., 1 p. 351.

538. No motion for the extension of delays prescribed 
by rules 510, 511, 510 and 531 shill b* entertained 
unless a report recommending such extension has been 
made by the committee on standing orders and by one 
of the standing committees charged with the consider­
ation of private bills.

Sec ion IX.

PARLIAMENTARY AGENTS.

539 No person shal act as parliamentary agent 
conducting proceedings before the house or any com­
mittee the eof, without the express ; -ity of the 
Speaker.

Refersncs»!—R., p. 74.3; M., pp. 709-710; Todd, I*. B. , p. 30.
Notes:— 1. Persons, whether they lie lawyer* or not, representing 

Before the house and it * eomniittees the promoters of or the opponents 
to any private hill, are parliamentary agents. M., p. 709; ('., no. 
2412.

2. As the lawyer who has accepted to represent, Before the legis­
lative assembly, the promoters of or the opponents to any private 
Bill acts, not as a lawyer, But as a parliamentary agent, he could 
hardly excuse himself from answering questions in relation to his 
conduct as agent, on the ground that he cannot lie called upon to 
disclose the secrets of his clients. Vf. V., no. 983.

540. All persons acting as par iamentary agents shall 
be personally re span iibl • to the home an 1 to the 
Speaker for the observance of the rules, orders and 
practice of the Legi lative Assembly and rules pres­
cribed by the Speaker, and also for the payment of 
a 1 fees and charges.

92

5



CHARGES ANI) SUMS PAYABLE 27

Relerenc»»: — IL, |>. 743; M . p. 711: n ». 241g; T il l, P.
IL, p. 23.

A list of ; uch agents shall he kept by the registrar 
of private bills.

R9leranc.il n i. '.’ll 1; Till. I*. IL, pp. t. 31.

541. Any parliamentary agent who wilfully a-ts in 
violation of the rules, or, 1er < an 1 pr i 'tic:* of th • L gisla 
tive As emb y.or o any rulei prevrib • I bv the So > iker, 
or who wilfully misconduct < himself in pros "Uting any 
proceed ngs, shall be liable to te npora-y or absolute 
prohibition to practise a ; a parliamentary ag uit, at the 
pleasure of the Speaker.

[References:—B., 744; M., p. 711; (no. 2413; To<M, I*. IV,
p. 30.

Provided that upon the application of such agent, 
the Speaker shall state in writing the ground for such 
prohibition.

Reference»!—IL, p. 744; M., p. 711.

Section X.

CHARGES AND SUMS PAYABLE ON PRIVATE BILLS.

542. In addition to the sums and fees payable under 
rules 41)7 and 498, the promoters of any private bill 
shall, immediately after the second reading of such bill, 
depo it with the accountant of the Legislative Assembly 
a sum sufficient to pay the cost of printing the proposed 
act in the Statutes of the session.

Note:—The cost of printing hr>th versions in the Statutes it* 
as follows;
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Kill uf 1 page. ............. s 12 :«5.
.. ., .12 x7
•• i l.'i ou," 5 “ 5.1 a;.
“ <» “ t'l.'l iia.

7.1 irj.
“ K “

more* than X |>agvs—
SI 12

for tin- first x paires......... s4 12
for each additional X pages sit 12.
for further additional page or pages, according to tie* above 

tariff, less #1.00.

They shall also pay at the same* time tin* following 
fees, viz.:—

1. In the case of any hill to incorporate a city or to 
consolidate any such act of incorporation, a fee of two 
hundred and fifty dollars;

2. In tin- case of any hill to incorporate a company, 
a foe to he calculated on the amount of the proposed 
capital stock and according to the tariff of fees then in 
force respecting the incor|>oration of companies hy 
letters patent; (See Tariff, Appendix B, p. 42)

8. In the case of any hill to increase the capital 
stock of an existing company, a fee to lx- calculated on 
tin* amount of the proposed increase of capital stock 
and according to the tariff of fees then in force respect 
ing the increasing of the capital stock o companies hy 
letters patent: (See Tariff, Appendix B, p. 42)

4. In the case of any hill to confirm letters (latent 
granted to any company or to amend the act of incur 
poration of any company, without increasing its capital 
stock, a fee to he calculated on the capital stock of the 
company and according to the tariff of fees then in 
force respecting the issuing of supplementary letters 
patent to companies; (See Tariff, Appendix B., p. 42)

5. In all other cases, a fee of two hundred dollars.
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Provided, tliat the above fees shall, in no ease, be 
less than two hundred dollars.

Provided also, that they shall apply to private bills 
originating in the Legis" Council, unless a eerti 
fieate be produced showing that they have lieen paid 
to the clerk of the l egislative Council.

In this rule, the term “capital stock" includes any 
increase thereto provided for in the charter of the com­
pany or in the bill; and where power is given in a charter 
or taken in a bill to increase at any time the amount 
of the capital stock, the fees shall be payable on the 
maximum amount of such authorised or proposed 
increase.

Notes: 1. Thus, if a hill provides that the capital stock shall 
he of $1,000,000 and that it shall he in the power of the company to 
increase such capital stock t » $f>,000,000, the fees payable under 
rule 542 are to be calculated on $5,000,000.

2. Thus, if a company, with a capital stock of $ 1,000,000 and 
the power to increase it t > $5.000,000, asks for amendments to its 
charter, the fees are to he calculated on $5,000,000.

543. The following fees shall also be paid in addition 
to the fees provided for in rule 542, viz.:

1. Whenever the promoters of any private bill avail 
themselves of the suspension of any rule or of an ex­
tension of the delays prescribed by rules 510, 511, 51(> 
and 531, fifty dollars;

Notes: 1. Whenever any promoters obtain the suspension of
any rule, they must pay $50 befotv their hill cut he advanced to 
the stage aimed at Unies 545, 517.

2. When the house Iris extended the delays mentioned in rules 
510, 511, 510, or 5.'$ 1, without dispensing with the payment of addi­
tional fees provided for in r ile 54 d, promoters must pay $50 before 
their hill can he advanced t » any of the stages mentioned in rules 
510, 511, 510 and 531. Rules 545. 517.

2. When the first paragraph of rule 498 has been 
suspended on motion made by the promoters of any

21»
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private hill to incorporate a city or town or to consoli 
date such act of incorporation, three hundred dollars;

Note: —The for must be pai l before the Will van l>v nil iwv I
to In* examined by the law officers ami printv 1. Roles 515, 517.

3. When any private hill is introduced in the house 
after the fourth week of tin- session and before the end 
of the fifth week, one hundred dollars;

Notât—The $1011 fv ■ must l> ■ p til itnni • liitdv aft-r th'si<- 
pension of rule 51(1 an I b *f tre tlit* intr it ivti ui of the hill. Rule* 
545, 517.

4. When any private hill is intro luce l in the house 
after the fifth week of the session, two him Ire I dollars.

Note: -Th » * JIM f • tirnt l> » pii l imni • li it *!v :if: *.* tic s 1 ; » vi­
sion of rule 5 Vi and before t !i • introd icti m of t It11 bill. R îles ô 1 ô 17.

544. If any increase in the amount of the eajitil 
stock or the proposed capital stock of a company is 
made at any stage of a private hill to incorporate such 
company or to amend such act of incorporation, the 
promoters of the hill shall pay an additional foe calcu­
lated according to the provisions of rule 542.

Note:—Thn additi on tl for* t o lx? paid is equal to the difference 
lietwovn the fee payable on the bill as introduced and the fen whieh 
would have been payable had the bill been introduced ns since 
amended.

545. All additional fees must lie paid as they become 
due.

Netss:—1. Until the additional fee* are paid, the hill cannot bv 
advanced to any further stage. Rule 517.

2. In certain rases of a special charaeter, the ordinary and even 
the additional fee* whieh have been pai I m tv he refunded, on motion 
after notire. The ground* of refund should he stated in the motion. 
The ground* usually stated are: That the hill ha< been withdrawn; 
That it has been lost or not preceded with in the Legislative Council,
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after having l>eeii pâme I in the Assembly; -That it amends an art 
of the current session;—That it was rendered ne#-«-><ary in eonsn| lenre 
of errors in a hill passed in the previous session: That it Ins for its 
object* the advancement of letters, arts, sei'Uiees, or cltmition 
generally, the extensi >n of any religious worship, or the development 
of anv publie and charitable un lertaking. It., pp. 7<»s-7h9; Tod I. 
V. It., pp. t>l-f>2: Dad.. <2.. p. 79,‘>.

It. The refund may he voted in :i suh-e<pn*nt session; hut. in *ueh 
a rase, the motion must he previously recommended by tlie I.ieut°n- 
ant-(iovernor and agreed to in committe«» of the whole. It., p. 
709; Todd. I». It., p. 02: De#]., <].. p. 79.'».

546. The promoters of it private I till shall lie respon­
sible for the payment of, and must pay in advance, 
all costs and expenses incurred by the Legislative 
Assembly in connection with such bill.

Note: -('cuts of printing and reprinting, and expenses of wit­
nesses are always p ivahle by tie promoters and must he paid in 
advance. Rules 497. .*02, M2: Todd, I*. It., pp. 4, OS.

547. No private bill shall be considered, nor advanced 
to a further stage, until its promoters have paid all 
the fees and sums owed bv them to the Legislative 
Assembly.

Section XI.

MISCELLANKOVS.

548. The house cannot proceed on any private bill, 
if the promoters thereof have declared that they aban­
don it.

Reference.:—M., pp. 0S7, H27: nos. 75s, 2HIS; Todd, P. It.,
p. 2; Di-sj., (j., pp. 253, 303.

Notes: -1. The promoters of » private hill always have the 
right to abandon or withdraw a part of same. l)e.j., Q„ pp. 253-255.

2. If the promoters of a private hill acquaint anv sol ■ •( c.mmitt >e 
that they desire to withdraw it or t > n >r pr.ee -1 forth t with it, 
the fart is reported to the house hv the committee and the hill may 
he ordered to he withdraw. B., p. 7M3; no. 2403.
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1. If tin* member who has charge of any private hill dies, resigns, 
or abandons it, another member may, on motion without notiee, 
propose that his name lie substituted for that of the mendier who 
had charge of the bill. I)esj.t Q., p. 7.1; Desj., (’.. p. Ml-

4. Cf. rule 549.

549. Other parties whose rights or interests are 
similar to the promoters, or whose quality is the same, 
may he authorise»! to eontinue the proceedings, u|)on 
a |H*titiou containing the grounds which justify their 
intervention.

Referemei—l)esj., (j., pp. .101, 105.

Notes: — 1. If the promoters of a bill to inr irp irate a company 
abandon it, other subscribers to the undertaking may intervene 
and continue the bill. Desj., Q., p. 105.

2. If persons who have petitioned in any official capacity, with­
draw from the promotion of a bill, they are not allowed to intervene 
and continue the bill in their individual capacity. Desj., (j., p. .105.

1. When a corporation abandons a bill, the corporators cannot 
intervene to continue the bill in their individual capacity. Desj. 
il, p. 105.

550. It shall lie for the house or its committees, but 
not for the Speaker and the chairmen of committees, 
to decide on the insufficiency of petitions, notices, and 
papers to he filed with private hills.

References: Desj.. Q.. p. MW; .1. I .eg. \«<. |W0:i. pp. Hit, 
17s, 1*109, |). ait. 1910, |I. 27(1.

Notes: 1. The mode of proceeding is to refer the hill to the
commit!....... standing orders for inquiry into tin' objections raised.
Desj.. <j., |>. :i:i9.

2. It would seem that tin1 Speaker and the ( 'liairmeti of committees 
could declare out of order any proposed amendment which is not 
within the terms of the notice and the petition. Desj., (j., p. 1;19.

551. A book to lx- called the “Private Hill Register" 
shall lie kept, in which book shall he entered by a clerk 
appointed for that purpose, the name, description and



MISCELLAXKOIS 33

place of residence of the parties applying for even- 
private 1 till. and of their agent, the amount of fees paid, 
and all the proceedings on the bill from the time of tin- 
deposit of the bill to the passing thereof; such entries 
to specify briefly each proceeding in the house or in any 
committee to which the bill or the petition may In- 
referred, and the day on which the committee is 
ap|>ointed to sit.

Such book shall lx- open to 1 inspection during 
office hours.

References! —IL, |i. '• *>; (no. 2414; Todd, l‘. It., |>. .ft.

552. The clerk of the house shall cause lists ot all 
private bills and pet itions for | rivale bills to be prepared 
daily by the clerk of the committee to which such bills 
or petitions are referred, specifying the time of the 
meeting and the room where the committee sits.

The clerk of the house shall cause such lists to In- 
hung up in tin- lobby of the committee rooms.

Reference: -It., |>. 771.

553. The clerk shall, during the interval between the 
summoning and the convening of the Legislature for 
the dispatch of business, publish in t lie “(Quebec ( Ulicial 
Gazette” the days on which the time limited for |in- 
sent ing and receiving |s-titions for private bills, for 
depositing and introducing private bills, and for receiv­
ing reports from select committees charged with the 
examining of private bills, will expire.

554. The clerk shall also announce, by notice affixed 
in the lobbies of the house and of the committees, by 
the first day of every session, the days on which tin- 
time limited for presenting and receiving petitions

5
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for private hills, for introducing private hills, and for 
receiving reports from select committees charged with 
the examining of private hills, will expire.

Reference:—B., p. 7.W.

555. Except as herein otherwise provided, the rules 
relating to public hills shall apply to private hills.

Relercme»i -B., p. 750; M.. p. fis'.l: ('., no.



PETITIONS.

:t:>

HIGHT OF PETITION.

404. All persons and 1 sidles of p<*rsons may by pot i 
tion address themselves to the house.

References: -M„ |>. 522; ('., no. 11179: Kell.. II. |>. 2.19.

Netes: — 1. Any imtsoii outside of tin- house ran only approach 
it properly liy petition. B., p. 35S; no. lllfiS; .1. I.i'g. As*., 1907, 
p. 1st».

2. The right of petition is not subject to the rules which govern 
in the courts of law as to the capacity of parties: married women, 
infants, may petition without complying with the requirements of 
the civil law. no.. 1079.

I. A petition should only set forth a ease in which the house has 
jurisdiction to interfere. no. 1100.

No petition from aliens not residing in the Province 
of Quebec shall however be received, except in case of 

at ions for a private bill.
References: -B., p. .147; (’., no. 1079; I)esj., ('., pp. 307, 315.

FORM AND CONTENTS OF PETITIONS.

405. Every petition must be fairly written, or type 
written, or printed, or lithographed, without inter 
lineation or erasure.

References: —B., p. 346; M . p. 525; <no. I0S7; Man., no. 
49 (ii, iv).

406. Every petition must either be in the French or 
English language, or be accompanied by a French or 
an English translation, certified as correct by the mem­
ber who presents it.

—B., p. 346; M., p. 525; O., no. 1IIS5; Man., no.Refe
49 (iii).

4
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407. Every petition must he addressed to the Legis 
lative Assembly.

References:—H., p. 345; ('., no. 10HK; Man., no 49 (i).

408. Every petition must he worded in the third 
person.

Reference:—B., p. 345.
Notes: 1. Every petition must contain a designation of the 

petitioners and state grounds upon which they ask the interference 
of the Assembly. B., p. 315; M.. pp. 524-525; ( nos. lOsil, 1090.

2. Each paragraph of the statement should commence with the 
word “That . B.t p. 345.

409. Every petition must eonelude with a prayer 
expressing its object.

References:—B.. p. 345; M.. p. 525; ( no. 1091 : Redl.. II. 
p. 239; Man., no. 49 (v, vi).

Noter.: 1. It is not a proper prayer for the petitioner merely 
to ask the attention of the house to certain facts: the prayer must 
he for something to he done or omitted hy the house. ( no. 1091.

2. The prayer should clearly and tersely express the objects 
of the petition. B.. p. 345.

3. W ithout a prayer, a document will not he taken as a petition. 
M., p. 525; ( no. 1091 ; Desj., ( pp. 301, 317.

4. A petition has no date. ( no. 109N.

410. Every petition must lx- signed by the parties 
whose names are appended thereto, and by no one 
else, except in case of physical incapacity.

References: — M., pp. 525-526; no. I(l!t2; Man., no. 46 (vi) : 
Dmj., ( p. 261.

Note:—If a petitioner is physically incapable of signing, his 
attorney or agent may sign for him or on his U>half. M., pp. 525- 
526; (’., nos. 1062, 1064.

Persons not knowing how to write must affix their 
marks in the presence of a witness, who must as such 
affix his signature.

Referencet—1\, no. 1062.
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411. It is a breach of the privilege of the house for 
any person to set the name of any other person to 
any |>etitiou to be presented to this house.

References:—R. S. art. 132, t 7; p. 349; M., p. 520; ( .,
no. 1090; Ri-dl., II. |>. 240.

412. If there are more than two petitioners, three* 
sigmitures at least must be subscribed on the sheet 
containing the prayer of the petition.

Reference:—H., |>. 345.

413. Every signature must be written upon the peti­
tion itself, and not pasted upon or transferred to it.

References:—»., p. 346; M„ p. 526.
Note: —Every petition which is presented should have original 

signatures or marks, and not copies from the original. M., p. 525.

414. Every petition of a municipal corporation must 
be signed by tlu* mayor and the secretary or clerk of 
the municipality, or by some person specially author­
ised by the council of such corporation.

Reference:—(\, no. 1095.
Note: - The petitit n <if a municipal corporation should l>c 

drawn up and signed by the legal name of the corporation. ( 
no. 1095.

415. Every petition of a corporation not being "'a 
municipal cor]x>ration must be signed by the president 
and the secretary of the corporation, or by some person 
specially authorised by the board of such corporation.

Reference:—C\, no. 1095.
Note:—The petition of a corporation or company should lie 

drawn up and signed liy the legal name of the corporation or 
company. C., no. 1095.
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416. Every petition of a corporation aggregate must 
be under its common seal, affixed on the sheet contain 
ing the prayer thereof.

References:—B.. p. .147; M., p. 526; ('., no. 10115.

417. Every petition shall he received only as the 
petition of the parties having regularly signed the same.

References:—B., p. 847; ("., nos. 1003, 1004.

Notes:—1. If a petition has genuine and spurious signatures, 
it may 1 ><■ reeeived as the petition of those hy whom it is genuinely 
signed, f'., no. 1003.

2. When' persons sign a petition for themselves n< well as for 
others, the petition may he reeeived as the petition of those hy whom 
it is genuinely signed. no. 1004.

418. No paper shall he annexed to any petition, 
except to a petition for a private hill.

References:—B., p. 346; M„ p. 520; no. 1000; Man., no 
40 ( vii).

419. No petition shall refer to a debate or vote in 
the Legislature, or to any intended measure, hill or 
motion whose introduction has not been regularly 
announced.

References:—B„ pp. 34h, .354; M., pp. 520-52H; no. 1105; 
Redl., II, p. 240; Man., no. 40 (viii).

Notes:—1. It is not allowable for petitioners to refer to any 
thing which may have been sai 1 by members in debate in the h mse, 
either for the purpose of complaint, contradiction, or comment. 
M., p. 52S; ('., no. 1105.

2. It is not allowable for petitioners to refer to the proceedings 
of a committee. B., p. 34S; M., p. 527: t'., no. 1105.

3. It is not all iwable for petitioners to.complain of the mode 
in which the pr >cee lings of the house or of a committee arc conducted. 
M., pp. 525-52S; no. 1105.

4. If a petition infringing rule 419 has b’en received, the uracr 
for its reception may be discharged hy the house. B., p. 3b t.
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420. Every petition must he respectful, decorous and 
temperate in its language.

References: —It., pp. 34H, 354: M.. pp. 5211-527; no*. 1101- 
1104; II, p. 240; Man., no. 4!) ux); ,1. Log. Ass., 11*0!#, p. 307.

Note*:—1. It is improper to employ in n petition any language 
whirl) would not lie allowable if spoken in debate. < no. 1102.

2. Vf., notes under rule 410.

421. No petition shall contain matter in breach of 
the privileges of the house or of any member thereof.

References: -It., pp. 34S, 354 ; M.. pp. 520-52S; ,1. I.rg. Xss.. 
19011, p. 307.

:v.i

PKESKNTINU AND RECEIVIN':! PETITIONS.

422. Any petition may be presented at every sitting, 
except at the opening sitting of a session.

References: -11., p. 341; M.. p. 530.

423. No petition shall be presented after the routine 
business, unless it relates to any order of the day or 
any motion on the agenda paper, in which case it may 
be presented when such motion or such order of the 
day is first called to be considered.

Rcter-nnsi- B., p. 330; M., pp. 230-237; Rv 11., II, p 210.

424. No petition can be received which prays for 
any grant of public money or expenditure, or from 
compounding any debts due to the Crown, or for the 
remission of any duties, unless it is recommended by 
the Lieutenant Governor.

References:—B., pp. 319-352; M., p. 553: V.. nu. 1143; Man., 
no. 50; .1. Log. Ass., 1903, p. 307.
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425. A petition can be presented to the house only 
by a member.

Relerenns:—M., |>. 52!); n i. 1 Mil; Re II., II, p. 210: Man.,
m. 51 (I).

426. A mendier cannot present a |x>tition from him 
self.

References:—B., p. 814 ; M„ p. 580; ('., no. 1181: Man., no. 
51 (3).

Note,:—Ruli' 420 is not appliculilc if a nicmlicr lias signed the 
petition of a corporation as mayor, president, clerk, secretary, or 
special attorney. M., p. 580; Man., no. 51 note 4.

427. Every member presenting a petition must take 
care that it is in conformity with the rules and parlia­
mentary usages.

428. Every member presenting a petition must 
endorse his name thereupon.

References: —B., p. 842; M., p. 52!); no. 1157: Redl., II, 
p. 240; Man. no. 51 (2).

429. Every member presenting a petition shall be 
answerable for any impertinent or improper matter 
contained therein.

430. Every member presenting a petition must con­
fine himself to reading the prayer of such petition 
and to stating the parties from whom it comes, the 
numlHT of signatures attached to it and the material 
allegations it contains; but the petition may Ik» read 
by the clerk at the table, if required.

431. On the presentation of a petition, no debate 
on or in relation to the same shall lie allowed, unless 
the petition complains of some present personal griev­
ance requiring an urgent remedy.



PRESENTATION AND RECEPTION 41

432. Every petit on presented to the house shall he 
examined by an officer appointed for that purpose.

If it is fourni to Ik* according to the rules and practice 
of the house, it shall be laid u|*on the table by the clerk 
at the next sitting following its presentation, and it 
shall then lx* deemed to lx- read and received.

R.f.r.nt.i—B., p. HIT
Notes:—-1. In rase of opposition to the reception of a petition, 

the mem lier who lias charge of the petition may move its reception, 
and the house will then decide forthwith or adjourn the debate 
until a future day. B., p. 344.

2. A petition for the introduction of a private hill cannot be receiv­
ed after the expiration of the delay fixed by the standing orders. Rule 
511; Dcsj., (I, p. 1043.

If not, it shall lxi sent back to the member by whom 
it was presented.

Reference:—Man., no. 49 note.
Notes—Incase of any irregularity, the Speaker states it to the 

house and rules that the petition cannot be received. B.f p. 343.



42

APPENDIX A

Form of petition for tiik introduction of private iiii.l.

To the Honourable
The Legislative Assembly 

of tin Province of Quebec,
In Parliament Assembled.

The liiiinlilc |i«'t it ion of thi* undersigned, (lo re mention the 
surnames, name, tlomicile and orr to of the /ntit inner). 

Humbly sheweth:
Tlmt (lore stale the farts upon u'hirh the jietitinner asks the 

interference of the Legislature)...............

Wherefore your petitioner humbly prays that your Honourable 
House may be pleased to pass an Act {lore mention the objects 
of the hill in general terms).

(lien write the Signature.)
(Here affix the seal, if the 

Intitioner is a ror/Miration.)

APPENDIX B

Tariff of fees for the incorporation of joint stock compa­
nies BY LETTERS PATENT, ETC. (Extract.)

No. 17.—On letters patent incorporating joint stock companies, 
when tlie capital is $20,000, or less than $20,000, the fee will 
be $40.00.

0



TARIFF OF FEES ON LETTERS PATENT W
No. IS.—W hen tin* capital is more than $20,000, and less than 

$00,000, the fee will lie $75.00.
No. 19.—When the c is $50,000 or morts and loss than 

$100,000, the I've will lx- $100.00.
No. 20.—When tho capital is $100.000 or more, and l<than 

$150.1 HID, the fee will he $150.00.
No. 21. When the capital is $150,000 or more, and less than 

$200,000, the fee will he $200.00.
No. 21-a.—When the capital is $200.000 nr more, and less than 

$200,000, the fee will lie $250.00.
No. 21-h. -When the eatiital is $200,000 or more, and less than 

$400,000, the fee will lie $200.00.
No. 21-e.—When the capital is $ 100,000 or more, and less than 

$500,000, the fee will he $250.00.
No. 21-d.—When the capital is $500,000 or more, and less than 

$600.000, the fee will he $275.00.
No 21-e.—When the capital is $000.000 or more, and less than 

$700,000. the fee will lie $100.00.
No. 21-f. When the capital is $700,000 or more, and less than 

$800,000. the fee will he $425.00.
No. 21-g.—When the capital is $800,000 or more, and less than 

$900,000. the fee will he $450.00.
No. 21-h. When the capital is $9110,000 or more, and less than 

$1.000,000, the fee will he $175.00.
No. 21-i.—When the capital is $1,000.000,the fee will he 

$500.00.
No. 21-j.—For every million dollars of additional capital, or 

fraction thereof, the fee will he $100.00.
No. 21-k.—When application is made to increase the capital, 

the fee will he calculated on the actual amount of the increase 
in question, and the fee payable will he the same as that payable 
on letters patent for the ineor)Miration of a company whose capital 
is of the same amount as the said increase.

No. 21-1.—On applications for supplementary letters patent, 
other than those for the increase of capital, the fee will he 50' 'v 

of the amount required as the fee for the incorporation.

5



44

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Pages
Key to Abbreviations..................................................... 4

Private Rills................................................................... 5

Sect. I.—Declaratory jiroeixions.......................................
— 11.—Form awl cemtents of /irirate bills...................
— III.—Deposit and preliminary examination of

privaie lolls......................................................
— IV.—Fitilionx for flit introduction of private bills.

$ 1.—Notices of petitions..........................................
§ 2.—Contents of |>etitions......................................
§ 3.—Presentation ami reception of petitions. .
§ 4.—Examination of petitions by committee on

standing onlers.............................................
Sect. V.—Introduction awl reading of private bills. .

— VI.—Examination of private bills by select com­
mittees .............................................................

— VII.—Examination of private bills by committees
of the whole house...........................................

— VIII.—Suspension of rules..........................................
— IX.—Parliamentary agents.......................................
— X.—Charges and sums payable on private bills. .
— XI.—Miscellaneous ................................................

Petitions......................................................................................

Right of fwtition...................................................................
Form awl contents of petitions...........................................
Presenting awl receiving petitions....................................

Appendix.

A. Form of Petition for the introduction of Private Bill.. .
B. Tariff of fees fir the incor/toration of joint stock compa­

nies by letters patent..............................................

6

11
13
13
16
15

111
1H

19

23
25
26 
27 
31

35

86
36 
39

42

42



All requests for certified copies of bills that have boon assented 
to by the Lieutenant-Governor should be addressed to the Clerk 
of the Ix-gislative Council, who is also Clerk of the Legislature.

Advertisements received by the King's Printer after twelve 
o'cloek on Thursdays will Is- published in the Official Omette 
of the following week only.


