Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
‘copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which. may alter any of
the .images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming are
checked below.

| Coloured covers /
" Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing / Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps / Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material / \
Relié avec d’autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

\/ Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion along

mteneure

Blank leaves added during restorations may appear

within the text. Whenever possible, these have been

omitted from filming / ll se peut que certaines pages

blanches ajoutées lors d’'une restauration
* apparaissent dans le texte, mais, lorsque cela était
' possible, ces pages n'ont pas été fiimées.

Additional comments /
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filméd at the reduction ratio checked below /
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

1ox. . 1 18x

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu’il lui a
été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exem-
plaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibli-
ographique, qui peuvent modifier une image reproduite,
ou qui peuvent exiger une modification dans la métho-
de normale de filmage sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagees

Pages restored and/or laminated /

Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

- Pages discoloured, stained or foxed /

v/ Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées

Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de 'impression

" Includes supplementary material /

Comprend du mateériel supplémentaire

Pages wholly or panially bbscured by errata slips,

interior margin / La reliure serrée peut causer de =
'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la marge‘ |

tissues, etc., have been refilmed to ensure the best
possible image / Les pages totalement ou
partiellement obscurcies par un feuillet d’errata, une
pelure, etc., ont été fiilmées a nouveau de faqon a
obtenir la meilleure image pOSSible

Opposing pages with varying colouration or

discolourations are filmed twice to ensure the best

possible image / Les pages s’'opposant ayant des.
~ colorations variables ou des décolorations sont
filmées deux fois afin d’obtenir la meilleure image
| possnble

- Cover title page is bound in as last page in
book but filmed as first page on fiche.

. 9x . 2ex . 30x

12x - 16x - 20x

2 28x 32X



‘CANADA.

COPY of a Desearcu from the GOVERNOR-
ceNERALOf British North America, transmitting
a Return from the Principal of the Seminary of
Montreal, showing the Names of those who,
since the passing of the Ordinance 3 Yict.
c. 80, have commuted the Tenure of their

1:%9‘65é:rmmsnmaosno:rmpﬁsos:ncw
that- Property. -

(Mr. Vernon Smith.)

Ordered, by The House of Commons, tobe Printed,
93 Felruary 1841,
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b e ]
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CANADA.

RETURN to an ADDRESs of the Honourable The House of Commons,
‘ " dated 19 February 1841 --for,

COPY of a DESPATCH from the GovVERNOR-GENERAL of _Bntzsk North
America, transmitting a Return from the Principal of the Seminary of
Montreal, showing the Names of those who, since the passing of the Ordi-
nance 3 cht. c. 30, have commuted the Tenure of their Property, w1th a
Statement of the Amount of that. Property. |

‘ Ordered, ‘by 'The House of Commons, to“bc Printed, 23 February 1841,

" Copy of DESPATCH from the Governor-general of British North }Imerica

to Lord John Russell.

‘ : ‘ ‘ Government Housc, Montreal
My L01d | 20 January 1841.
VITH reference to my de=p'1tches of the 13th March and 28th June last,
I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith the copy of a Return

. furnished to me by the Principal® of the Seminary of Montreal, showing the.
names of those who, since the passing of the Ordinance 3 Vict. ¢. 30, have
commuted the tenure of their property, with a statement of the amount of that
- property. Your Lordship will find by a comparison of this return with the

petition against the ordinance sent home last summer, that amongst. those who
have most largely proﬁted by its enactment, are sevelal of the signers of that
petition.

Iam happy to say that all e\cnement on the auluect Ins now <ubsxded and
I can conceive no probability of its being renewed, except it were eupposcd that
there was a possibility of the ordinance being interfered witli i in England. How
little such an interference would accord with the wishes or interests of those who
last year petitioned the Crown, you1 Loulslup will easﬂy understand from
perumng the enclosed list. ‘ ‘

‘ I have &e.

(signed) - S Jde7zlza7lz

‘ LISTE des PERSO\I\ES qui. ont afftanchi’ leurs Propm,tes en vertu de I Ordonance 3 Vict

cap xxx, depuls J ulllet 1840 Jusqu en Janvmr 1841

CANADA,

Yor Despatc
13 Blarch,t‘rzdé:‘;:i

Papers ordered‘

the House of Cnmr
mons to be print-
ed, 10 April 1840

3I\o 225.

For Despatch

28 June, vide page

2.

_ Noms DES PE‘RSONNES, NATURLP;‘EP?:E;{;IOV DES " VALEUR. .
T v ‘ ‘ : £ s d
O.T. Bruneau, MDD, - - - Emphcement enanle - =] 215 ~ =
L. D. Omer, not., & N. Valm g, tan- ‘ " -
near . - - - - TerremFaub«r St AntOme - 450 -~ -
- Oliver Berthelet ecuier * - - | Ditto - ditto - - - 900 =~ -
' Dem. Chaboxllez - .- .- | Ditto, Faubfr de Québec - - - 79 - -
- James Wilson, brush-maker - - hmplacement Faubg. St. Laurent |~ 180 - -
. Homer Taylor, cabmet-maker L -1 Ditto - d\tto - e -] 112 10~
‘Henry Ward, porter .- = =’} Ditto - - ditto.-~ - -} 112 10 -
JamesWalker trader - - - | ‘Ditto - < ditto - - -1  es0 - -
Alpin M‘Intoqh, carpenter ;- - . - |- Ditto - = ditto -~ - --| 185 . = i=
. Louis Boyer,dlt Quintal, &l : r-] Terre et emplacement au Faubg. ¢ . .
" Flore 'lheodore Serres, dit contme : de Quebec et St. Laurent - T . 4,031 13 4
St. Jean. Jgans i ‘ ‘ o

SR “68‘.“ o ;.“-_ “"l,\f S 3]“1‘; . . (continued) o




CANADA :— DESPATCHES FROM GOVERNOR-GENERAL

]

CANADA. . ) i - NATURE ET SITUATION DES : i
—_— ‘ NOMS DES PERSONNES. i PROPRIETES. VALEUR.
‘ ‘ £ s d
L. Comte & L. Pascal Comte, ma-}| Terre Faubg. St. Laurent, Cotcau ‘ ‘
gon ct entreprenens - - ~fl  St.Louws - - - - 400 - -
George M‘Kenzie, innkeeper - - | Emplacement en Ville - - 83 - <
John™" Try, esq. - - - - Ditto Faubg. St. Laurent = - 235 - -
Robert Smith; joiner - - | Terrein - ditto - - - 500 -~ -
Thomas Hewnth thcher of music - | Emplacement ditto - - - 265 - -
James Ferrier, esq. Terrein - ditto - - - 1,228 -~ -
Marie L. llcklc, LI)O[I.:C d(, T Du- ‘
fort - - - | Emplacement en Ville ~ - - 700 ~ -
William Gauld ffumex - - | Terre au Coteau St. Pierre -1 1900 -~ -
John & Wm. Dunlop, plasterers - | Emplacement Faugb. St. Laurent 185 - -
William Macintosh, esq. - -} Terre a la Chine = - - -] 1,900 -~ -
Heritiers Robert M‘Kenzie - - | Terrein Faubg. St. Antoine - 1,500 -~ -
John Smith, merchant -+ - - | Ditto - - St Laurent -1 1,143 18 3
James I’Iutchison, esq. - -] Emplacement en Ville - - 800 -~ -
John Adams Perkins, merchant - | Ditto Faubg St. Laurent - 800 -~ -
James Mason, ».p. - - - | Terre :a Ste. Anne, du bout
‘ | : de P'lser - - -] 6% -~ -
Mad. Letourneux - - - - | Verger au Faubg. St. Antome - 1,200 -~ -
William Pawson, merchant - - Terrein au Fa11bd St. Laurent - 953 - -
Heritiers Wm. Hutchison, Mon. & :
Md. Lunn, G. W. Campbell, ».D.
et son ¢pouse & Js. Hutchinson, |
esq. - - - = - .- Emplacement enVille - - 919 -~ -
Charles Bowman, merchant - -1 Ditto -~ ditto - - -] 1,68 - -
Mr. C. Meredith, avocat - -| Ditto - ditto - - -] 1162 10 -~
Walter M. Peddic, merchant - - | Terrein Faubg. St. Laurent - 219 - -
Jean B. Saucer, bedeaw . - -} mehcement en Villee. - - 500 - ~
Henry Judah, avocat - -| Ditto - ditto - - - 962 - -
R. F. Maitland & Co,, mcrchants -| Ditto - dito - - -] 3,890 - -
Hon. Jules Quesnel, esq. - =| Terrein au Faubg. St. Laurent - | 1,200 - -
V. V. Lachapelle, jun., commergant | Isle de la Visitation Sault an -
Lo ‘ Recattet - - - - 250 . - -
Hubert Paré, marchand: - - | Emplacement en Ville - -} 4,000 - -
André Ominet, avocat -r - - | Ditto - ditto = - - -{ 1,800 - -
Robert & Ben. Brown, & [merchants, , ‘ . ’ ‘
Wm. M. Elliot - 2°  London _} Ditto Faubo St.‘Antome .- 760 . - -
Charles Geddes, merchant - | Ditto - St Laurent - 600 - -
Hon. Peter M‘Gili (mayo- - -] Ditto’ en Ville - - -1 1530 - - .
John Redpateh, esq. - - =] Terreins au Faubg. St. Auntoine - | 4,000 - =
John M+Kenzie, merchant = -] Emplacement en Vile - | 2,500 - =
William Farqhuar, merchant - - | Ditto Faubg. de Québee -+ -] © 80 - -
Richard Robwson, carpenter -+ - | Ditto - St. Laurent- - 176 -~ -
Alexander I\"hcnzle, esq. - - | Terres et moulins Riviere du Nord, |
‘ Lac des Deux Montagnes - | 9,400 - -
Hon. J. Gmmd esq. - - - | Terrein Faubg. St. Antoine -1 2000 - -
Dent. Marie Ann Johnson -~ = | Terre Courant Ste. Marie - 3,250 - - .
Wm. & Thos. Molson, merchants - 'lelrcm Faubg. de Qu(.bec -| ¢80 - ~
Henry Leonurd Turner, marchand - - | Terre & St. Laurent - 1,670 - =
Jean B. Baudry, marchand - - | Emplacement lqubw St Laurent . 800 - -
Hon. Sam! Gale, judge - - l‘ene au p]e(l du Comant - =1 1,500 0 - <
£]65973 11 7.

.Séminaire‘de ‘Mb'nt‘réal, o Y - . N T et )
19 Janvier 1841, o | : (sxgxled} J. Quiblier, Sup }

(13.,> \
S : Copy of a DLSPAT(,H flom the Gowrnor—Ganlal of _B: ctzsh Nortk Amerzca |
For Despatchy -~ ‘ .. to L01d Joln. Russell. o
+ 13 March, No. 68, o ‘ ‘
“wide Papers order- | L | Government House, Montrcal
ed to bhe printed ’\/I) Lord . ‘ ~ 28.June 1840. .

?{j;ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁf“fifr - In my despatch of the 13th March last, No. 68 I informed your Lordshlp thatri
1340 No. ,.Qr,p it was my mtentlon to rc-lntroduce mto thc Specnl councll, at its meeting,. w1th'v:,3 ;

L such‘ :




fy

such modifications as I deemed necessary, the ordinance for incorporating the =~ CANADA.
ccclesiastics of St.” Sulpice, and providing for the gradual extinction of seig- =~ =

niorial rights within their possessions, which was last year passed by Sir John

Colborne und the council ; but which could not be rendered effective under the

powers of the council as then constituted. Iaccordingly sent down to them on

the 30th ult. the draft of an ordinance for that purpose, which, after the fullest dis-

cussion, was passed, and having received my assent, is included among the ordi-

nances which accompany my despatch of the 27th instant. K :

- 1 have already stated to your Lordship, in my despatch, No. 68, my views as to

the general policy of this measure and my concurrence in the opinion of the

Commissioners of Inquiry, that after so long an acquiescence by the government

in the claims of the seminary, it would be impossible ‘with justice now to take

advantage of any defect in their legal title to interfere with their property, or to

. impose on them terms of a rigorous nature. It is only necessary, therefore, that -
~ I should direct your attention to the alterations in the present ordinance, intro-

duced with a vicw to bring it more into conformity with the heads of the ordi- ‘

nance proposed in Mr. C. Buller’s Report tothe Earl of Durham, all which alter- ForMr. Bullers Re-

ations, I may remark, are restrictions upon the seminary, and in favour of the lt’°“£v'g°’ ﬁAP}P-([‘}) .

public or the censitaires. . | o i Reporton the

In the first clause of the ordinance passed by Sir John Colborne and the spe-~ Affairs of British
cial council, it was provided that all rules, &c. for the temporary government of North America,
the corporation, “ save only those which are now followed and in force,” should, g}‘:?e“te,d by Her .
. ‘ p ‘ .o jesty’s Com- i
before coming into operation, be approved by the executive government. = The panq° 1839, page

present ordinance requires, that not the future rules only, but those also which 184, .

alrexdy exist, should be submitted for the approval of the government.

The second clause of the present ordinance defines the purposes and objects to
which the property of the Seminary may be applied, which was omittedjects to
former. . - S S A

In the fifth clause, a slight alteration is introduced in the terms of commutation,
by which an advantage 1s conferred on the censitaires. : P

By the 8th clause the priority of the hypothec of the Seminary for the commu-
tation-money, as for the rights it represents, is expressly secured, and the droit
* de banalité 1s abolished with regard to each lot of which the tenure is commuted.
The object of the agreement being to put an end to all seigniorial rights at the
option of each individual censitaire, I considered even the partial reservation of
any one of these rights by the seminary as improper. o o
By the 11th clause the maximum of arrears which may be received by the
- seminary for the fief and seigniory of Montreal is limited to 44,000/ currency,
and for the seigniories of the Lake of Two Mountains and St. Sulpice to
12,700L currency, any surplus to be paid over to the provincial treasury. = .

The 12th clause provides that the farm of St. Gabriel shall be sold by public

sale after notice in the newspapers for one month. -~ =~ H.

RESPECTING THE SEMINARY OF MONTREAL. 3

In the 13th clause, respecting the investment of the disposable monies of the
corporation, -the authority to invest them in- chartered and incorporated bodies
in the colonies is omitted.: e L

By the 14th clause, the seminary is required to furnish “a full, clear and
detailed statement” of their revenue and expenditure, in- such manner and
form, and with such attestation of “ correctness,” as the governor shall pre-
‘scribe, instead of the summary statement required under the former ordinance ;

- ‘and finally, under the extended powers of the governor and special council the

ordinance is made permanent. ‘ o ‘
- Your-Lordship will perccive that none of these alterations affect the principle -
~ of the ordinance, and that their object and tendency is to bring it as much as
~ possible into accordance with the agreement made under Mr. C. Buller’s media-
“tion. The ordinance’ passed last year undoubtedly failed to: carry: into effect
some of the provisions of ‘that agreement, and the conditions imposed on the
seminary were less stringent than they should have been .to be in accordance
with his Report.” This objection has now been completely removed by the .~ .
changes introduced by the special council. = .. o e
 Ihave every reason to believe that, notwithstanding the clamour raised by a-
- few individuals in this city, and the violence of the press, the measureis approved '
by the moderate men of all parties. In the special council there were but two .
- members who voted against it, and although the persons who signed the address . - -
“to the Throne transmitted in my despatch, No. 68, havesince sent an agent to =~ |
o680 England,.




~ CANADA.

B—

4  CANADA:—SEMINARY OF MONTREAL.

England, they~ declined, in' answer to an unofficial. communication whlcln
1 made to them, to suggest any alterations or modifications of the ordinance.

Iu fict, it is not possible to- deny that the terms .of agreement with. the -
seminary are most advantageous to the censitaires, and such as no'other seigneur
within the province, whether the Crown;,. or an. individual; would: consent tor

~ accept, and this accordingly is not denied by the parties. "For years- past: the

loudest complaints Have been made by the inhabitants of Montreal, and: more
especially by the British community, of the injury whicl: thcy suffered from: the
seignorial tenure possessed by the Seminary.

The strongest representations were repeatedly: made to: mduce the lcmslature
or the govemment to favour, if not to compel, a. settlement of the matter 5 and
this settlement is-now effected, upon' terms. far more favourable, in a pecuniary
sense, tothe censitaires and the possessors: of property under the: semma)ry,‘than; ‘
could have been anticipated,. dud to which, last. year, according ter Mr. Buller's
Report, they assented.

"The: only ground, thercfor(,, on which, as T understand it,. the partxes who
have SIgued the petition to- The Queen, oppose this settlement now,. 1s that they
set up an objection to any settlement at all with the seminary, alleging. that

- that body has no legal right to the property, and that the matter maust be eon-

For Report of the
Commissioners,
vide Report of the
Commissioners ap-,
pointed to inquire
into Grievances
complained of in
YLower Canada,
presented by Her
Majesty’s Com-
mand, 1837, page
143.

“sidered as entirely new, and therefore, not-authorizing' the establiment. of a

corporation for such purposes, or with such an amount of property ab. its: dis~
posal.

Upon: this, I have only to remark, that if the leg'ﬂ title .of the seminary be a
bad one, the property belongs to the Crown, and the faith of the. Crown being

- pledged to the seminary, by repeated: acts for the last 60 or 70 years, as is: suffi-

ciently shown in the Report of the Commissioners,. it would not be possible for

-the Ministers of the Crown to resume the property, or assent to any act. which

should deprive the Seminary of it, without a fair and equitable compensation.
Less than what is now given to them would not probably be consideredisufficient.
for this purpose, and thus the only effect of now refusing to ratify their con-
tract would he (so far as mere pecuniary considerations: are involved), not. to’

reduce the advantages to the Seminary, but to place the Crown: in the position:of
Seigmeur, compensaﬁmg, as it is in honour bound to de, the latter, but. offering

‘very different, and: less advantacreous terms to- the cexlsltaues, Por the rmhb ofq :

commutation.

- But in a political pomt of view the disallow 'mccof this ordmance would be
most; disastrous.  After years of contention, the matter was at last finally ad- |
justed between the contending parties, through: the mediation of Mr. Buller;
the bargain thus made was ratificd by the lerrlslature here; it was approved by
Her Majesty’s Government and by both Houses of Parliament, and a special

' clause introduced into the Canada Government Bill by the Duke of Wellington,

1 believe, enabling that settlement to receive legal force. Afterall this, upon the
Tepresentation of & some few individuals, now to-break upall that has: thus passed,
and to leave the question open to fresh discussion and resh excitement, without
the possibility of the Crown heing able to consent to the measure which the

- petitioners affect to seek, namely;. the abandenment of . the Semmary, would en-

tail the most disastrous consequences upon: the colony. Upon'these considera~
tions, I adhere to the opinions of my predecessors, Lord Durham and Lord Sea-

 ton, and.ear nestly recommend the confirmation of the ordinance by Her Majesty.

Undoubtedly, if I considered the Crown to be free from any obligation, and . '

that (supposing the strict legal right to be with it and not with the gemmarv),

T was at liberty to recommend the appropriation that I thought best, I' should .
not make the present one. + Although the Seminary is & most useful body, and.

| managges its affairs greatly fo the ').dvantaﬂe of the provmce, L'would willingly,

undet such circumstances, adopt aless excluswe distribution of such large Crown ' -

~ funds ; and, above all; I would increase them greatly by making those who would

then. be the sensitaires of the Crown, purchase their freedom at a much higher rate;
But I am not in a situation, hdmpered as the Crown is by its previous engage-

ments, to take such a course, and therefore,. for the same reasons, I come. to thex‘f e

same conclualon as those to. whom I have above referred have done

Ihave, &e. ol
(slgxlegl) - C Poulett Tlmmson.

‘M‘,‘H |
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