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ANNUAL REPORT,

To the Members of the Saint John Mechanics’ Institute :

The President and Directors, in presenting their Annual
Report, find pleasure in stating, that notwithstanding the
unprecedented pressure of the times during the past year,
they have been able to meet their liabilities and somewhat
reduce the sum total of indebtedness, Under more
favorable circumstances, with the system of economy
adopted, they feel satisfied it could have been materially
lessened. In order to wipe out the floating debt, they
negotiated a further loan of twelve hundred dollars from
the Saint John Building Society, making, with a former
loan, a liability to that Institution of $1540.94.

The Lecture Committee, departing from the plan adopted
the two previous years, did notdeem it advisable to secure the
services of foreign lecturers, and they feel that the result has
Justified their action in this respect, considering the
general success of the course. The income derived from
the sale of tickets amounted to $1205, while the sum
actually paid out to Lecturers, and to the Music Union
for one Concert, was only 8570. It has become
a question for serious consideration, whether the number
of lectures may not be advantageously lessened and other
entertainments introduced in lieu thereof.




The following programme for the 38tk annual course
of lectures was duly carried out.

Nov. 22—Rev. G. M. W. Carey, A. M.—Subject, “ West-
minister Abbey.”

“ 29—Prof. G. E. Foster, A. B.—* Poetry.”
Dec. 6—Rev. D. MacRae—* The Antiquity of Man.”

“ 13—Kkev. G. M. Grant, A. M.—* Nineteenth Century
Morality in Pulpit and Press ; in Politics and
Trade.”
20—Prof. David Allison, A. M., D. C. L.—*John
Stuart Mill.”

+ 3—Grand Concert by Music Union.

10—G. R. Parkin, A, M.—“ Social Problems in
England and Canada.”

17—Prof. H. Y, Hind, A. M.—* A forecast of th
future of the Maritime Provinces.”

24—Rev. G. W. Hill, A. M.—¢ Tona, Staffa and the

Vale of Glencoe.”
“ 31—James Hannay Esq.,—* Louisburg.”

Feb. 7—Prof. R. V. Jones, A. M.—“ Man’s Outlook
from Borderland.”

“ 14—I1. Allan Jack, A. B.—“The individual in
Canada ; his functions and powers.”

Owing to the pressure of financial difficulties and the
determination of your Board of Directors to lessen, as far
as possible, the liabilities, they have not been enabled,
from the receipts of the Institute, to make any addition
to the Library. This is a matter of serious regret, it being
unquestionably one of the most important services of the
Institution. What has been done in this direction is
owing to the generosity of two of our spirited citizens, R.
P. Butler and J. 8. Bois DeVeber, Esquires, The former
of these gentlemen donated the sum of forty dollars, to be
expended in the purchase of books. With this sum 27
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volumes of choice and recent productions were placed upon
the shelves of the Library. Mr. DeVeber's donation of
one hundred dollars was expended in the purchase of 27
monthly magazines, for one year, which are allowed to
circulate as other books. At the end of the year they can
be bound, and thus made vo form a valuable acquisition to
the Library. These periodicals, which embrace the lead-
ing and most valuable of England and America, are eagerly
sought after, and their continuance beyond the year nas
become almost indispensable. Your Directors trust that
similar gifts, on the part of liberal minded citizens, will
follow, evidencing a desire on their part to make this
Library what a City of the size and pretensions of Saint
John demands it should be. The books on charge as per
catalogue are 4335. Of this number, only 3168 are
placed upon the list as “ good ;” 519 have been lost: 456
are out of repair ; 192 have been issued in pas’ years and
not returned by parties, who have been notified to do so.
It is to be regretted that those who are charged with
these books cannot be brought to consider it a duty either
to return them or make good their loss to the Institute,

The Reading Room is regularly supplied with 26 papers
from England, the United States and the Dominion of
Canada, consisting of weeklies, semi-weeklies, tri-weeklies
and dailies ; also one Art J ournal, five Reviews and four
Magazines. During the year several English papers were
kindly donated by R. P. Butler, Esq. Notwithstanding
the Reading Room is so well supplied with reading matter
and is open daily from 2 o'clock, p. m., until half-past
nine, but few, comparatively speaking, avail themselves of
the advantages it affords. The Curator reports that
during the past year the daily average attendance has not
exceeded eight persons,
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During the Summer the ceiling of the Lecture Hall was
colored, the walls were painted and fastening boards added
to the seats.

For the want of funds your Directors have been com-
pelled to leave the Museum in the same state in which it
has been for several years, as a considerable sum would be
required to re-classify and re-arrange, in a proper manner,
the articles it contains.

The President and Directors, in concluding their Report,
feel it would be useless to make an abstract of the esti-
mated income or expenditure of the next year, those made
on former occasions having so often proved incorrect.
They would urge upon the incoming Board to abate not
one jot or tittle in the efforts which have been made to
reduce in every possible way the expenditure, and to exert
every means to increase the membership and thereby in-
crease the income as well as the efficiency of an old and
popular Institution.

SILAS ALWARD, President.

J. A. 8. MOTT, Secretary.
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Abstract of Receipts and Expenditur

4
:

.

EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR ENDING, APRIL 67TH, 18¥6,

Lightand .......................... $ 4009
"F ..... TYPCTIRPPORN, S el 400 00

s .' ..................... 230 16

"RECEIPTS FOR YEAR ENDING, 6TH APRIL, 18762

Rent—-—Hall RO R s S o e o 0 o loadr st oo ol $ 635 00
570 00

Certlfﬁates of Membership, 22 00
BUUE BRI, s < s o v 5600 0odaivessonsin . 1,215 00
Mi la,neous ........................... 453 70
g Soc1ety, ......................... 1,200 00

on hand April 6th, 1875,...x...,..... 40

]

3 e -t .
Ab,tract of Liabilities and Assets of the Meechanies’
Institute, 31st March, 1876.
Bullding and Furniture,..... PR Y .. $20,420 00

I s i st Rt » o p'a be 0 s'e ova
Appuratus and Diagrams,..,............
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Building Debentures,. ........ (AR
Bmldmg Society ......................

ooooooooooooooooooooo




