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“other on earth.

RELIGION AND MORALITY.

- You ask, is not a good moral example
therefore a good Christian one? Most
assuredly not.  All the virwues of the
moral man must go to form the charac-
ter of a Christian, must be displayed by
him. There can be no good Christian
without them. No matter whether he
believes the five points of Calvin, or the
five hundred of any other man; no
matter how deep and high his faith; it
may still be nothing, a dishonour to his
master, and a foul blot upon Christianity,
without each and every trait of what is
called morality. But it is not also true,
that morality is Christianity, althongh
the man of a moral life also leads a
Christian life ; for if a good life were
all that is required, then Jews, Heathens
Mahometans, wounld be good Christians ;
for a large proportion of them donbtless
are as exemplary in all the personal, and
social, and civil virtues as many Chris-
tians. There are various systems of
morality all differing in many particu-
Jars. They insist, it is true, on many
things in common : but one lays great
siress on one virtne, which another over-
looks.  One incoleates & duty, which
another does not recognize at all. One
exalts as a beanry, whatanother denonn-
ces as @ blemizh and a sin:  Heathen
morality, Jewish morality, and Christian
morality, all aim at the same end, hiuman
virtue and happiness, but engage in its
pursuit and attainment by the instra-
mentality of different motives. ~ You
will not say that a good Jew is a good
Heathen, nor a good Heathen 2 good
Christian ; and yet they may be all
equally good men, equally honest, pure,
temperate, benevolent, and, in their own
sense of the word, devout, Aund they
are not so, because they severnlly annex
different meanings to the term good. It
stands in each of these different systems
for a collection of virtues, coutaining
somewhat peculiar to itself, and withont
which, however excellent a2 man may

‘be, he cannot be a good Heathen, or

Jew, or Mahometan, or Christian.
Neither will you say, that the man,
who has nothing to do with Christianity,
except wearing its name, who is actnated
in leading an irreproachable life, by the
same motives as the old philusophers
and modern sceptics, beecanse it is the
happiest course, or the wisest, or most

.advantageous, you will not say, that

such a one is 2 proper example of the
Christian life  and character, any more
than a good Jew or a good Pagan. He
may be, nevertheless, a moral man, dis-
charge all the duties incumbent on him,

‘be honest, kind, merciful, benevolent, a

good father, kind husband, an estima-
ble neighbour, a most worthy citizen ;

-but after all, he is not a Christian ; and

for the very simple reason, that he does
not regard and illustrate in his life the

‘peculiar Christian precepts : he does

not - perform those particular duties,
cherish those particular virtues, which
are enjoined by no other religion than
Jesus'Christ's, but which constitute the
features, that distinguish this from every

You ask, then, wherein
lies the pecnliarity of the Christian code,
and what does Christ require of us in
addition to a moral life 7 He demands

" a religious life, that is, a life that regards

God as the object of duties, as well as
man. " “The mere morul man of the
world thinks it enough to be an honour-
able man, trustworthy in business, and

- 88 good as his neighbours'in the several
" relations of society,

‘without admitting

that any thing is due from him to his
Creator. He forgets, in fulfilling the
second commandment, that the first and
great command is to love the Lovd his
God with all his heart, and mind, and
strength, and that it is the observance
of this, with the daties necessarily flow-
ing from it, that zlone can make hima
religious man and a trae Christian.

In a word, Christianily treats us as
beings possessed of affections as well as
a sense of right and wreng. Aad while
it holds up an upright and irreproach-
able cenduct as a virtue, for the wang of
which nothing can atone, it, at the same
time, and in this surpasses all other re-
ligious whatever, insists upon a deep
und constaut piety towards God, as the
surest spring of every possible virtae.
It is peculiarly a religion of the heart,
and makes love to God, implying some-
thing higher than obedience and confor-
mity to hiz will, and love to man, im-
plying something more than a bare dis-
charge of duty, the fist and distin-
guizhing features in the trae Christian,
and without which a man is no Chris-
tian, let him say or profess what he
may.

This virtue, then, piety towards God,
and benevolence townrds man as its pro-
per consequence, built upon faith in
Christ, as God's true Messenger, murst
appear in the Christian character; nor
only appear, but stand forward promi-
nently in their own beauty and perfec:
tion.  Tuke these away' from the life
and character of our Saviour, represent
hini to [yourself asdestitute " of that
ardent love to God, that boundless Jove
of his brethren, which were eo illnstri-
ous in him, and do you not rob him of
that peculiarity, that originality, which
as much as his miraculous character,
distingnished him from all of whom we
have ever heard 2 So it is with our-
selves.  When we neglect, or cease to
cnltivate the religions affections, welose
our distinetion as Chiristians, we lose all
that allies us to Christ as our head. The
mere moral man, then, ecannot be pro-
perly termed a Christian, because he
overlooks those very things on which
Chuist laid an especial stress.

But if such a man caunot be consider-
ed a good Christian, much less can ke
lay any claim to the title, who discards
the practical virtues from his system,
and imagines that o right faith will stand
him well, instead of what is so much
more troublesome to gain and preserve.
No error half so gross has ever dis-
graced Christianity as this ; that there
can be such a thing as a religious man,
without being a good man in life and
character ; that religion can ever be
separated from worality ; that human
virtue and endeavour are worth nothing.
One would think the obvions absurdity
of such an opinion would long since have
caused it to be sepavated from any con-
nexion with Christianity, certainly that
its impiety and dangerouns tendency
would have deterred men from harbour-
ing it, and have brought into disgrace
the whole system of doctrine with which
it is ussociated.  DBut this has not been
done ; and we still hear of the all-im
portance of a certain faith in Christ’s
righteousness, to the exclusion of every
thing else, and of the utter worthless-
ness of human virtue. This is strange
enough, indeed, and bad enough ! And
I cannot but prefer to it thuse opinions
which give a just vilue to human merit,
as being more honourable to God, more
worthy of ourselves, and better for
sociely— Unitarian Miscelluny.

GENIUS OF CHRISTIANITY.

Compare Christianity with any other
religion, in the attention which it be-
stows upon man’s daily conduct, in the
fidelity with which it accompanies him
down among his most ordinary oceupa-
tions, amd in his usnal intercourse with
the world, and you will find that it is
the spiris of all other religions and of all
these false forms which Christianity
itself has bee ) made to assuine, to make
only pecasional and partial requisitious
of human service—to leave men to them.
selves, except upon particular days, and
with regard to particular exercises. In
fact, religion, except nnder the liberal
dispensation of pure Christianity, is a
thing by itself, detached from all the
concerns of life, consisting of certain
observances very imposing perhaps, in
the repetition of certain words, I the
profession of certain formulas, or in the
achievement of great and separate acts
of sclf-denial or charity. It isaltogether
peentine to oar religion, according to a
liberal construction of it, that it dignifies
the whole life, with all its parts, public
and private, social and domestic, with
the name of religious duty. It teaches
us, that in our daily intercourse with
one another, in the humblest details, in
every matter of conduct, there is a way
of acting and freling, which when a man
pursues, he is entitled to the appellagion
of a religious man, a Christian It as-
sures ns that a religions spirit can be
expressed by a guiet and industrious at-
tention to business, as significantly usby
a prayer and a solemn rite. “In the vo-
cabalary of every other system, religion
signifies something separate, sacred,
apart ; but to the practised ear of an en-
lightened Christian, it conveys a very
differant, a much larger meaning. It is
but another word for the whole life, with
all its business quictly and regularly
performed, all its pleasures moderately
enjoyed, and all its evils patiently borue,
Itis the general cultivation and happy
and constant exercise of one's nature in
all those ways in which it was intended
to be exercised. It is the healthy put-
ting forth of the affections around their
natural objects.  ft is the enlargement
of the charucter, nntil it is made to fili
all the parts of human duty.

If you wonld have still further evi
dence how entirely peenliar it is to nn.
corrapt Christianity, to place the whole
life, with all its oceurvences, within the
sphere of religions obligation, compare
the Christian system in this respect with
the general sentiment of mankind, and
see how vastly superior it is. It is the
general disposition to make great ze-
count of great acts.  Qur moral judg-
ments are determined by the manner in
which men act upon great occasions, and
we are apt to place religions excellence
altogether in the performance of striking
deeds, and little is thought of the gen.
eral tenor of a man's life. We can
searcely help thinking well of an indi-
vidusl, if we only know that he is zeal-
ous abont religious forms, or that he
has oceasionally done some great act of
renerosity.  Men nutach little or no re-
ligious value to that form of character
which may be exhibited under the com-
mon relativns of society. If the most
that you can say of & man is, that he is
a faithful son, or an affectionate hrother,
or that he is iuflexibly upright in his
calling—this may be all very well—but
it proves nothing in the general mind, as
to his possession of the temper and
character of a Christian,

on this point more strikingly than the
effect commonly produced upon people’s
minds in seasons of great religious ex-
citement, when men are more than ordi-
narily impressed. Then what a disgust
is ereated at that domestic, houschold -
religion, that excellence which may be

wou and exhibited in the common walks

of life! How does the excited mind

nauseate a humble calling, pant to quit

its lowly station, and undertake the

office of a spiritual leader. I a want of

the reguisite gqualifications, if the sex of
the in(lividuul preclude, the possession

of official weight, still the domestic

circle will be deserted, the foot will be

turned away from the familiar paths of

life, and such exercises will be engaged

i, as best accord with the enlivened sen-

sibilities of the mind. The high labora

of devotion and exhortation, will be ua-

dertaken upon occasions and in places

which have all the excitement of pub-

licity withoat the name.

Thus when wmen ave taking the deep-

est interest in religion, they only show

how superior the moral tone of Chris.

tianity is to their best moral sentiments.

The generality of believers huve not yet

come up to the spiritual import of their

religion, The Christian system, proper-

y viewed, makes account of our every-

day feclings, of manuners even, of our
dnmestic habits, and attaches to them «

religious value, and brings them into the

estimate of the character. And if men

were really christianised  in their senti-

ments, every revival of religion would

be murked by anincreased tendecness of

conscience, not with regard to devotional

acts anly——the ontward forms and signs

of religion, but to the daily conduct and

the natural obligations of human life, .

— s
LIBKRALITY OF A CUHURCH-OF-ENGLAND
DIGNITARY,

Arcldeacon Wrangham, in his Col-
lection of learned Discourses and other
wmiscetlanies, having devoted a sermon
to the defence of the peculiarities of his
own charch, weaves into it a description
of a faithful, anxious, and assiduous
shepherd of the English fold, which he
thus concludes :—

« Not overcome with evil, he over-
comes evil with good. These are the
lawful triumphs of Christianity. This
is the Charity, which beareah all things,
believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things. He has seen vir-
tuous Unitarians, and virtuous Catholics,
virtnous Calvinists, and virtuous Metho-
dists 3 aud though he neither, with the
first, affivms the Father to be exclusively
the proper object of worship, nor with
the second prostrates himself before a
host of created beings ; though he pre-
sumes not, with one class, to contract
the capacity of heaven, nor affects with
another, in simulated or self deceiving
ecstacies to aanticipate its beatitudes,—
he trusts that he is gailty of no spurious
candor in professing his expectation
(should he himself be accounted worthy,
through that Saviour in whom he has
soberly belicved as the sole intercessor
with God, and the Redeemer of all man-
kind) of secing them again in that kiug-
dom, whither many shall come from the
Eust and from the West, and. from the
North aud from the South.” :

Thuse creeds are hest which keep the
very words of Scripture ; and that faith
is best which hath greatest simplicityim
Jevemy Taylor. . - S

I chaose rather to regulate my faith by-

Nothing illustrates the general feeling

what God hath delivered, than by what
man hath defined.— Archbishap Wake.
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How calmly sleep,
Beneath those marble urns, the quict dead !
Around each sculptured stone the stainless suow
Hangs gracefully its soft and feathery wreaths,
And with light tracery marks the narrow bounds
Of every humble grave. Voiceless is alt
‘Within those circling walls, where silent lies
¢ The City of the Dead.’ Sadly the breeze
Sighs through the leafless bonghs of yon old elm,
Or, wvith'its chilling breath, the long array
Of funernl poplars stirs, seattering the ice
That with a diadem crowns their tall crests.
Coime;-let us look on Death’s full granary.
Solemn it Is, but yet methinks not sad :
There countless hundreds have lain doswn to rest,
Casting aside the burden of life’s cares,
To sleep in peace, forgotten and alone,~—
Ashes to nshes, dust again to dust,
‘The earthy mingling with its mother earth.
Is this then all—all that we claim of life ?
Qu_'nll)chcd is the spirit that divinely stirved
Those quict breasts ? or hath.it soared again
Rejoicing in its freedom, unto Ilim
Whose breath first kindled its undying fame ?
No sound gives answer from those suow-clad

Lgroves ;

But. a clear voice,—clear as an angel’s trump,—
The doubt resolved, when the cold bonds of Death
Our Master burst, and to eternal life
Triamphant rose !

And they who moulder here,—
‘They who have left their places desolate
At board and hearth, have risen with him to lile,
Have cast aside humanity’s frail coil
For mmortality’s unchanging robe.
Nor have they lived their earthly span in vain—
Not e'en the bumblest one who slumbers there
Haih passed away, his mission unfulfilled ;
For as on each Kn_owledge her light hath poured,
Or Truth hath shone, or Virtue they have loved,
Or Vice embraced, so have they left on those
With whom they shared life's beief and chequered

lot, " - ! ’

An impress of themselves,—an influence deep,—
\Vhlch will be felt when Time's destroying. hand
I fro :_‘t'l}_e:‘e-rfmrble-ul.'ns efface the Jines
Affection hath engraved.

FA L V. C
" Montreal, 16th February, 1845,

SECTARIANISM.

- Cliristian liberty is restrained by the
bonds of sectarianism. This is a more
prevalent - and -a more direful vassalage
than that of political control. The yoke
which-a government puts on religionists
is light to that which they too commonly
themselves fix on their own necks. Sec-
tarian fetters eat deeply into the mind
and conscience. '~ Party may be a volun-
tary connexion, but-when it implies
personal compromise, and gives individ-
ual bias, it becomes a slavery, and ome
of the worst of slaveries. How many
Christians are mere partisans ; partisans
for a faith, partisans for fornis, partisans
for a church ! - Look at religious bodies.
‘There are laws and submissions, creeds’
and tests, the leaders and the led, a sys-
‘tem. of co-operation and of hostility,
“This is not the way for individuals to
know- the mind of ‘Christ, exhibit the
-spirit of Christ, and maiuntain that equal-
-ity;and brotherhood which he declared
o herthe common and essential relation
:of his diseiples. * It was from nothing
-of: his institution that Chrirtianity itself
-ever woie the aspect of asect. - His gos-
‘pel was the’ communication of truth, not
ithe organization of a party. When he
-unfolded his divine mission, the world
+beécame dowered with discoveries, and
~feelings;  and principles,  and hopes, for
-its -.common:good. - They were God's
gift'it freedom; for mankind in freedom
10 enjoy: - 'Ihe modern.plan of selecting
“a'set-of opinions, ‘and banding men .to-
gether for their "defence, and making
them the criterion of a Christian, and
:-the-foundativn .of ¥eligious fellowship,
¥and a ivatebhword and a'Shibboleth.;.and

~thus ‘éstablishing . thé - reign of  verbal

" uniformity, and unmeaning ' repetition,
and’exclusion;: and narrowness of heart,
“-and vexatious interferences with convie-

PRI

tion and conscience; and bringing intel-
lect to a halt, and carrapting the lan-
guage of piety into cant and embitter-
ing bigotry, had not then commenced ;
or if there were indications of such a
spirit in other forms, they only encoun-
tered the Saviour’s reprobation. -On
those who avowed themselves the disci-
ples of Christ, the first preachers of the
gospel imposed no creed; of course
they could not make a creed the main-
spring of sectariau machinery. Where
is the use of frecdom from political res-
trictions if religionists are to forge
restrictions for one another ?——if they
are so to constitute churches, that indi-
vidual minds act at the peril of social
comforts, though not of civil rights?
It is quite as bad for a man that his
neighbors should hate and shun him as
immoral and dangerous on account of
his supposed heresy, as it is that the
laws should degrade him . on account of
his dissent. It is quite as much an in.
vasion of his Christian liberty. e may
rise above it, he may despise and resist
it, but the other may be despised and
resisted too—perhaps has heen more
frequently. O that the insarvection of
a determined individuality of thonght
could but shake down the despotisin of
the sectarian spirit l—that the affections
and the fears, and the combinations, and
all the influences of social life, would
but leave men, in religion, fairly and
freely, of themselves, and for themselves,
to judge that which is right! The se.
cond great stage of the ascent would
then be gained. Men would be mount-
ing towards the topmost pinnacle, with
all its boundless prospects, of Christian
liberty. For its loftiest throve, and
noblest seat of power, is not in royal
paluce, nor in church, national or volun-
tary, but in the inmost soul of man.
There it is that the Son of God makes
us free, so that we ave free indeed.
There is the accomplishment and enjoy-
ment of that spiritual emancipation
which is the work of God, the glory of
the gospel, the reward of Christ, and
the diguity and blessedness of humanity.
———

TOLERATION.,

One, of the greatest and highest of all
virtues, the lasttowhich humanity at:
tains, seems to be a disposition to * for.
bear with our brethren in love.” 'This
virtue scems to be the crowning virtue ;
the virtue which comes to complete and
parfect the Christian character. In or-
der to be tolerant, it scoms necessary
that a man should have both an enlight.
ened understanding and a truly loving
and disinterested sonl. It seems almost
impossible for ignorance or selfishness
to be tolerant. There seems to he no
cnre for intolerance therefore, but the
spread of the pure, bright light of Gos-
pel truth, and the diffasion thronghout
society, of the spirit of Christian love.
We can never put down intolerance by
speaking against it ; we ean vever es-
tablish “toleration by preaching in its
favour. If'we wish to break down the
spirit of intolerance, and to bring people
to forbear one another in love, we must
poar forth light unceasingly and unspar-
ing]y, and we must Jabonr for the spread
of Christian love with all our powers.
1 know that by. freely pouring ferth
light upon our fellow men, we shall
rouse their intolerance, and bring forth
their lurking fury with greater violence
against ourselves; bnt this should not
discourage ns. Jt is by bringing men’s
intolerance out, that it is to be destroy-
ed ; it is by bringing down their wrath
and fury on ourselves that those fierce
fires are to be quenched  As the light-
nings are rendered harmless, by bein
disengaged from the clonds by the skill
of the philosopher, and bronght dewn
to earth and lodged therein, by proper
substances, so must it be with the light-
nings of intolerance ‘and priestly rage.
We must disengage those frightful fires
by the application of truth to the black
and full charged souls of ignorant and

selfish men ;- and we. must’ then receive |

the- fiery streams upon ourselves, and
bo content,’ though-at the risk of being
scathed and blasted, to be the conductors
of this moral- lightning to its grave.—-
The Christian.

CHANNING.

Extract from a Letter by Joseph Barker,
the Christian Preacher, of Newcastle-
upon-1yne, England.

Channing was an American, a minister, and

his works are chiefly religions. He wad not

what is called erthodox.  His views on the Tri-
nity, on Satisfaction to Justice, on Natural De-
pravity, and on the Way of Salvation, were the
stune u4s my own, or nearly so.  He was calleda
Unitarian, and he took the same himsell.,  Ile
was led to ldentify himself with the Unitarians,
if I remember right, in consequence of the fierce-
ness aud malignity with which the Unitarians
were persecuted by the pretenders to orthodoxy,
and the dreadful efforts which were made by
those pretendurs, to crush the spirit of religious
freedom, and bring the world into subjection to
the authority of Protestant Popes and Dissenting
creedemakers, Ife was resolved, that if people
were to snffer persecntion for their attachment
to religious freedom, he would share their perse-
cutions.  Accordingly he counted the reproach
of Christ, greater riches than the treasures of
orthodoxy, and chese rather to suffer afliction
with the lovers of truth and the followers of
Jesus, than to enjoy the reputation and warldly
profits of error and intolerapce.  And he clang
to the reviled and persecuted Unitariaus as long
as he lived.

I commend his motives, though I eannot ap-

prove of his conduct, jn this matter. It wounld
have been better, in my judgment, if he had
clung to the simple name of his master, and
fought the preat battle of freedom and v th
under the nume of Christian only.  Ile would
have done honour to the Christian name, and the
Christinn nume micht have done some justice to
hito.  The name of Uunitavian does not do him
Justice 5 it no more conveys an idea of his char-
acter aml writings, than it reveals the hidden
mysteries of nature. At best it couveys no fur-
ther information respecting himn, than that he did
not believe in the Trinity 5 while on the major-
ity of men, it is calenlated to muke the impres-
sion, that he wus 1 loose ungodly kind of think-
er a cold and careless moralist, and altogether a
profane, an earthly-minded, sceptical, or unbe-
lieving kind of man. The name of Unitarian
his been converted, by orthodox usupers of
Christ's prerogatives, and the foes of Christian
liberty and simplicity, into a proverb for all that
is hateful, and fearful, and wicked. And there
are millions of poor deluded crentures,—there are
millions of poor blind followers of the bling, who
when they hear a man ealled a Unitarian, con-
clude at once that he is accursed of God, and
should be dreaded and shunned as o pestilence by
men.
', In"consequence “of ‘Channing  being ' called’ &
Unirarian, there are many ‘who imagine that his
writings must be full of profanity and ungodli-
ness, and that the man whocan think of publish-
ing and ¢ireulating them must be an infidel, and
be aiming at the overthrow of veligion,  Yet the
truth is, that there are no works, that 1 have
ever met with, more thoroughly imbued with
the spirit of Christ, or better adapted to give
clear, correct, and worthy views of the Christiun
religion. T have read some thousands of volumes,
but I uever, in all my life, read works sa full of
God, so rich in holy inspiration, or se perfectly
adapted to illumine, to purify, to expund, to ele-
vate, and in every respect to perfect and to bless
the souls of men, as the writings of Williun El-
lery Chunning. I have read several of the
works of the carly Christinn writers. and 1 have
read many of the writings of the Eunglish and
the Germnna reformers. I have read many of
the writings of the Puritans, the Non-conform-
ists, and the Quakers. I have pernsed the
works of the principal writers in the Establish-
ment, {rom the days of Hooker to the present
times, und 1 have read the principal part of
what has been written by the abler anthors
among the Baptists and independent Calvinists,
and among the different denominations of Metho-
dists. T have read the works of Tillotson and
Barrow, of Hooker and Wilkins, of Jeremy Tuy-
lov and Hoadley,—~1 have read the works of
Baxter, and Howe, und Henry; of Wesley. and
Whitfield, and William Law,—1I have read Penn
and Barclay, and Dymond, and Watson, and
Clarke, and Rebert I1all, and more than I can
vither name or ¢all to wind ; but 1 never in any
of them, met with such glorious vevelations of
the eternal light, such trucgnnd tender and touch-
ing exhibitions of the character of our Ieavenly
Father, such bright and beautiful, such consist-
ent and benevolent vepresentations of his provi-
dence, such cheering views of man, such gquicken-
ing and exhilarating views of immortality,—iu
short, in vo works which I bave ever read, have
I ever found God and Christ, wnan and provi-
dence, sin and duty, life and jimmortality, pre-
sented to the mind in such clear, such Lright, and
such affecting forms, ay in the works of Chauning.
Nuver in my judgment, did God spenk. more
powertully through any wman, His warks are
full of tight, and they are full of love ; and they
breathe both the purity aud the bliss of heaven,

I cannot deseribe to you the pleasure with
which I have read thew, or the influence which
they have excrted on my.mind, - The light which
they. have thrown around ine has quite envaptoved
me, aidl the spirit of love and liberty, of hope and
confidence, of peace and joy which they have in.

spired, ing made my heayt a eaven:

‘that shall endure for ever.

LIBERAL SENTIMENTS OF BISHOP
WATSON.

* * Some one will think that I speak
too freely, avd accuse me, probubly, as an en-
cournger of sceptical and latitudinarian principles.
What ! Shall the church of Christ never be
freed from the nerrow.minded contentions of
bigots 3 from the insults of' men whe know uot
what spirit they are of, when they would stint
the Omnipotent in the exercise of his mercy, and
bar the doors of heaven agninst every sect but

-

their own ?  Shall we never learn to think more - -

humbly of ourselves, aud less despicably of others,
to believe that the Father of the auiverse accon-
modetes not his judgments to the wretched
wranglings of pedantic theologues ; but that
every one, who with an honest intention, and to
the best of his ability secketh the truth, whether
he findeth it or not, and worketh righteousness,
will be aceepted of bim ?

I have no regard for latitudinary prineiples,
nor for any principles, but the principles of truth ;
and truth every muan must endeavour to investi-
gate for himeelf ; and, ordinavily. spewking, he

will be most suceessful .in his etsdeavours, who |
examines, with candour and care, what can be.

urged on each side of a greatly controverted gues-
tion. This sort of examination may, in some
instances, produce n donbt, » hesitation, a diffi-
dent suspention of judgment ; but it will at the
sume time produce mutual forbearance and good
temper towards those who differ from us s our
chavity will be enlargeq, as our understanding is
improved.  Partinl examinution is the parent of
pertinacity of epinion 3 ansd a forward propensity
to be angry with these who question the validity
of our principles, or deny the justness of our
conclusions, in any matter respecting plilosophy,
policy, or veligion, is un infullible mark of preju-
dice ; of our having grounded our opinions en
fashion, faucy, interest ; or the unexamined te-
nets of our family, sect, or party 3 on any thing
rather than on the solid foundation of cool and
dispassionite reasoning. Churchmen as weil ay
dissenters, and dissenters as well as churchmen,
are apt to give a degree of assent to opinions be-
yond what they can give a reason fur; this is
the very essence of prejudice 5 it {s diflicult for
any man entively to divest himself of all preju~
dire, but he may surely take cuve that it be not
fecompanied with an uncharitable propensity to
stigmatize with reproachful appellations, those
who canunt inensure the rectitnde of the Divine
dispensations by his rule, nor seek their way to
heaven, by insisting on the path which be, in his
overweenlug wisdom, bas arvogantly prescribed
as the only one which ean lead men thither.

This intolerant spirit has abated much of . its
violence in the course of this century amongst
ourselves 3 we pray to God that it may be utterly
extingnished in every partof Christendom, aud
that the true spirit of Christianity, which is the
spirit of meekness, peace, and love, may be intro-
duced in its stead. - If ditferent men, in carefully
and conscientivusly . examining: the  Seriptures,
should arrive.at  different  conclusions, . even on
puints of the last importance 3 we trust that God,
who alone knows what every man is capable of,
wiil be merciful to him that is in error. We
trust thitt he will pardon the Unitarian, if he be
in error, because he has fallen into it from the
dread of bLecoming an idolater, of giving that
glory to auother which he conceives to be due to
God alone, If the worshipper of Jesus Christ
be in ap error, we trust that God will pardon
his mistake, because he has fullen into it from a
dread of disobeying what he conceives to be re.
vealed concerning the nature of the Son, or come.
manded concerning the honour to be given him.
Both are actuated by the same principle,~—the
fear of God ; and, though that prineiple impels
them into different ronds, it is our hope and bet
lief, that, if they add to theix faith, charity, they
will meet in heaven. I any oue thinks differently
on the sabjeet, I will have no contention with
Lim ; for I feel no disposition to proselyte others
to any opinion of mine 3 esteeming it a duty 1o
speak what 1 think, I have uo seruple in doing
that 3 but to do moreis to affect a tyranny over
other men’s minds ; it is to encounter not only
the reason, but the passions, prejudices, and in
terests of mankind ; it is to engage in a conitict,
in which Christiun charity seldom escapes unhurt
on cither side,

’ PR
IMMORTALITY AND. RETRIBUTION,

DMiss Sedgewick, in her  IHome,” represents
a little Doy dictating a sermon for his mother to
write down, in the following words. *¢ My
peoples, it you are goad, you'll go to heaven, and
if you a'nt you won't.”” . This seems to us the
substunce of all preaching and the chief support
of goodvess,  The belief in fmmortality and
future retribution is the great sgurce of hope and
fear, and the only solution of the enigma of our
present condition. It illumines what is dark in
us and raises and supports what is low. . It is
the chiel foundation of self-respect and of respect
for others, the great motive for self culture,. the
great stimulus of virtue.  The philanthropise
labours for beings, thie philosopher for wisdom,
Without this bellef,
the motives to goodness woulll diminish:with in-
creasing yeavs. . The strong sense of i religious
obligntion grows out of the strong sense of im-
mortality,  Our duty is commensurate with gur
destiny.~~Christian Examiner, ' e T
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DAYID THE PSALMIST.

David was & man of action and of
thought. Great he was in eithor, but
far greater as the Intter than the former.
As a man of action, he belonged to his
own age; as a man of thought, he is for
all ages; as a man of action, he was for
the Jewish people; as a man of thought,
he is for the entire Church,—the Church
enduring aad universal. Of thas Chureh
he has continued the deathless lyrist,
David of the throue, we cannot always
recal with pleasure ; David of the
Psalms, we never would forget; David
of the Psalms, we cherish always in our
hears of hearts,

The Psalms are an everlasting manual
to the sonl,—the book of its immortal
wishes, its troubles, its aspirations, and
its hopes; sung in every tougue and in
every age; destined to eudure while
the universe of God has light, harmony
or grandeur,—while the heart of man
has religion or sensibility,~—while lan-
guage has sublimity or sweetuess —
Amidst all the compositions of the world
these alone deserve the name of Sucred
Liyrics,—these alone contain a poetry
that meets the spiritual nature in all its
moods and in all its wants,—which
strgngthena: virtue with glorious exhor-
tations,—gives more than angel elo-
quence to prayer, and alimost rises to
the seraph’s joy in praise. In distress
and fear, they breathe the low, sad
murmur of complaint; in penitence,
they groan with the agony of the tron-
bled soul; they have a gentler music
for the peace of fuith 5 in adoration, they
ascend to the glory of creation and the
majesty of God. For assemblies or for
solitude,—for all that gladdens and all
that- grieves,—for our heaviness and
despair,—for our redemption,—we find
in these divine harmonies the loud or
the low expression. Great has been
their power in the world. They re-
sounded amidst the conrts of the tubor-
nacle,—they floated throngh the lofty
and solemn spaces of the temple ;—they
were sung in glory in the halls of Zion';
—they were sang in sorrow by the
streams of Babel';—and when Israel
had passed away, the harp of David was
still awakened in the Church of Christ.
1o all the eras and ages of that Charch,
from the hymn which first it whispered
in an upper chamber until its anthems
filled the earth, the iyspiration of the
royal psalimist has enraprured its devo-
tions and ennobled its vitnal, And thus
it has been, not alone in the august
cathedral or the rustic chapel : cnorused
by the winds of heaven, they have
swelled in God’s own temple of the sky
and stars ;—they have rolled over the
broad deserts of Asiy, in the matins
and vespers of ten thousand hermits —
through the deep valleys of the Alps,
in the broken voices of the persecuted
Waldenses,— through the steeps and
covers of the Scottish Highlands, in the
rude chantings of the Covenanters,—

“through the woods and wilds of primi-

tive America, in the heroic hallelujahs
of the carly pilgrims. Nor is it in the
‘congregation only that David has given
the religions heart u voice. He has
given an utterance also for its privncy :
—for the low-lying invalid, soothing
the dreariness. of pain, softening the
monotony of heavy time, supplying the
prayer or the promise with which to
bresk  the midnight er the sleepless
hour ;—for the unhappy, to give them
words, of sadness by which to relieve

_their disquicted and cast down souls j—
for the penitent, when the arrows of

conviction rankle in his breast and tears
weigh down his eye.lids, when the Tight
of grace would seem departed and the
ear- of merey closed, then -David gives

the cry of his own impassioned spirit,
for supplication and confession ;—he
gives the hymn of his own grateful
praise, when contrition has found repose
and the storm has spent its force.

We have spoken of this sweet and
sacred singer in a spirit of hnmanity
rather than in the speculations of theo-
logy. In this spirit we view in him an
incarnation of the capacities and the
weakness of our imperfect natare,  In
this spirit we cannot think of him other-
wise than in solemn sorrow and solemn
reverence.  With reverence we see the
grandeur of his mind : with sorrow we
behold its fall from that grandeur, to
wilder itself in maduness, or to lose itself
in folly. 8o, likewise, we contemplate
lis eapacious and conrageons hvart,—so
geuerous and so gentle,~—so made for
truth and love,—so fraught with sublime
emotion and humble piety,—transtorm-
ed to a chans of passion,—convulsed to
a voleano of impure and unholy flames.
Witl awe we gaze on his saperhuman
imagination,—with rapture we hear his
glowing and glorions utterance.  With
equal awe we behold him in his fearful
trials and his sad temptations.  In the
miseries of his sin—in the miseries of
his remorse,—we learn how strength
may work for wretchedness,—how pri.
vileges may turn to penalties,

Regarding David, comprehensively,
in his greatness and debasement,—in his
repentance and his guilt,~—in his uspiva-
tion and affliction,—with despondency
we reflect how often we have the de-
basement without the grentness,——the
affliction without the aspiration,—and
the guilt without the repentance.

I11. G,
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
The corner stone of the Unitarinn Church at
Hartford was laid with approprinte ceremonies,
May 24,
pectedly large, and an address of an hour in
tength was delivered by Rev. 1. W, Bellows of
New York eity.

The concourse of people was unex-

Our friemis in Harttord shew
a most determined perseverance, and deserve, as
they will attain, success.
A second Unitarian society has been organiz-
ed at Suuth Bos ton, where Reve Mr. Thomas
hias conducted a service several Sundays in a hall
in the more thickly settled part of that’ suburh.
A suitable piece of ground has been purchased
for the erection of a second Unitarian meeting-
house at Roxbury.
The first steps have been taken in gathering
another congregation in the northern part of
Dorvchester,
Another congvegation is Tikewise being formed
at Rochester, Mass.
Rev. John Pierpont, preached his farewell
discourse to the people of whom he has been Pas-
tov for the last twenty-seven years, the kollis
Street Suciety, Boston, on the 4th May, The pro-
privtors of the Ilollis Steeet Chureh have made
wrangements to have the building  thoreughly
vepaived, and services held regalarly on the
Sabbath.
On Wednesday, May 7, Rev. Claudius Brad-
ford, late of IInbbardston, was installed Duastor
of the First Unitarian Church and Society in
Bridgewater.

On the evening of Wednesiday, May 14, Rev.
Crawford Nightingale, was installed as Dastor
of the Unitarian Charch and Society in Cabot-
villee A few years ago a neat and commodious
Unitavien chuceh was erected there, and it is
now well filled and supported.

Reve James T Stone, vecently of Munsfield,
way installed ns DPastor of the Unitarian Seciety
in Brewster, Mass. Day 11,

On Thursday, May 15, Mr. Edwin J. Gerey
was ordained as an Bvangelist, in the Hev. My,
Miles’s Church, Lowell, Mass,

On Wednesday, June 4, the Rev. Linus H.
Shaw was installed as minister of the First
Unitarian Chureh in Sudbuary.

Rev. Mordeeni De Lange was ordained as an
Evangelist, in the Unitarian ebureh at St Louis,
Mo., with a speeial reference to his taking charge
of the ministry-at-large in that city, May 4.
Mr. De Lange was by birth and edueation a
Jew, but was baptized into the Christian faith a
few years ago by Rev, Mr. Eliot, and has since
been prepuring himsell, both by study and prac-
tice, for the work to which he is now devoted.

Rev. Mr. Whitman has dissolved his connex-

ion with the Second Unitarian society in Port-

land, Me., at the close of the petiod for which
the connexion was formed.

Reve Mr. Angier has obtnined the reinetant
cansent ot his people to the resiguation of his
wministry at Milton,

Rev. Mr. Blodgett of Deerfield has been come
pelied by the state of his health to leave his pule
pit and velimpuish the labors of the ministry.

Rev. Mr. Dall bas found his health so much
aflfected by his labors in the miniswy-at-large,
that he will leave Baltimove, Md., assoon asuny
one shall appear to take his place.

Rev. Mre. Lord has left Chicago and goue to
Milwaulie.

The proceedings of the General Assembly of
Preshyterians (Ol Scheol) have just closed at

Cincinnati.  "The business brought before the

- Assembly Is arvanged ander differsnt titles, ealled

Overtures,  OQverture No, 6 was n question pro-
posed by the Presbytery of Ohin, ¢ [s Baptism
in the Church of Howe valid 2

It was frnmediately maved that, as the Assem~
bly in 1835 had decided thut che ehurch of Rome
wis not a church of Christ, the overture, instead
of being veferred, as usual, to a committee, be
forthwith answered in the negative.  Several
speakers advoeated the motion,—Dr. Lord op-
posed it, and vather perplexed the bigots by ask-
ing whether the Baptism of Luther and others,
who came out with him from the church of
Rome in which they bad bren baptized, was
valid ? Tlu then
wished o know why Woman baptism was not

Tt was admitted that it was

as vadid in the 19th ay in the 18th century ?
e was answered by Dre. Rice, who took the
Others

followed him on the same side, utterly unchorch-

narrowest attd maost bigotted greund.

ing, and unchristianizing the whole body of Ro-
man Catholies !
of 269 to G.

It seens that some years ago the same Assem-

The motion passed by a vote

Wy unanimonsty drove the Unitarians out of the
pale of the Church, and settled the question for
them, by voting them not 1o be Chyistians |

On the strength of this precedent they have
ruled ont the millions upon millions of Roman
Catholics, from TFenelon down to the ntmblest
St. Peter himsedf could
not have used the keys with more absolute nu-
thority, or assurad confidence.

disciple of that name.

No pretentions
have ever proceeded from the Vitican, more av.
rogant than from this Assembly of the DPresby-
terian Chureh.
sprakable follies should be committed by & con-

1s it not amazing that such un-

vention of educated men, in this country, and in
this age!  YTor an assemblage incousiderable
either In number or talent, and representing a
mere fragment of a comparativly small portien
of Christendom, to undertuke by their vote to
turn out frow the Chuyeh a bady of lelievers,
who for Jong centuries constituted the whole
Christinn workl, and in comparison with whose
numbers they ave not ene in o hundred ! Tt is
fmpassible to imagine anything more absurd,—

DBoston Christian Register.
——ee—

AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY,
‘I'he American Peace Society celebrated its
seventeenth anniversary in the Cential chureh,
Boston, on Monday evening, May 26, An ab-
stract of the Annual Report was read by Rev.
Mr, DBeckwith, the Secretary, An Address,
preparved at the request of the Exeeutive Com-
wittee was then delivered by Hon, William Jay
of New York, After the audience bad retired,
the business of the Society was transacted by its
members. A resolution was passed invitiog
“ The frirnds of Pence throughout the world
to assemble. by their delegutes, in the city of Bos-
ton on the Jast Wednesday of May, 1846, or at
such time as may be deemed expedient, on con-
sulation  with the friends of peace in other
countries, to hold a second General Convention
for the promotion of permanent and uuiversal
peace.”

ONE OF THI EVILE OI' WAR.
We take the following paragraph from the
pages of a cotemporaivy periodical inte which it
is quoted from the © Edinburgh Review.” Those
who are acquainted with the style of the late
Rev. Sydney Smith, will, we think, perceive his
sthmp on it.

were swept from the carth, and some other method

tianity.

many afflictive results of wur. Would it not bet| 4on ; Rev. Mr. Brigham, Unitarian, of ! unto
. Mr, ¥
well fur the cause of humanity, It sueh o systemn | who preached the sermon.; Rev. Mr, Eiiott,

Taxrs 18 TiNGLAND CcONSEQUENT UPON IR
Wans,—Laxes upon  every thing which enters

into the mouth, or covers the back, oris placed
under the foot s—taxes upon every thing which
is pleasant to see, hear, feel, smell or taste; taxes
tipon warmth, light and locomotion ; tuxes on
every thing on earth, und the waters under the
earth j—on every thing that comes from abroud,
or is grown at home ;—taxes on the! raw mate-
vinl ;—taxes on every fresh value that is added -
to it by the industry of man j——taxes on the
sauce which pampers man’s appetite,’ and the
drog that restores him to health ;—on the erthine-
which decorates the Judge, and the rope-which’
hangs the eriminal ;—on the Lrass nails’of the ..
cotlin, and the ribbands of the bride ;=—at bed or
buard, couchant or levant, we must pay. '

The school-boy whips his taxed top ;—the!
beardiess youth munages his taxed horse'with a
taxed bridle on a taxed rond ;—and u dying Eng-
lish-man, pourmyg his medicine, which has paid
seven per cent., into i spoon which hag paid fit.
teen per cent., flings himsel( back upon his chintz'
hed, which has paid twenty-two per cent., makey
hiy will on an eight pound stamp, and expires in
the avmus of an apothecary who has paid u licensa
of an hundred poutnds for the liberty of putting
him to death.  Ilis whole property is then im-
mediately taxed from two to ten per cent.  Be-
sides the probate, large fees are dananded for'
burying hizn in the chancel ;3 his virtaes are
handed down to posterity on taxed marble ; and
then he is guthered to his futhers—to be taxed
no more,

Qur esteemed pastor, the Rev, My, ConbxEen,
is at present absent from Montrenl, on o short
missionary towr in Canada West.  His veturn
is expected about the 18th inst.

CORRESPONDENCE.

TO THE EDITOR OF *TUE DIBLE CHRISTIAN.'
Sin,—In remling over the items of rellgiou_g
inteHigence in the columns of your paper, 1 have
often devived the highest satisfuction in ohserv.
ing evidences of the peenliar influence of Unita-
vinn Christianity to diffuse abroad the sncred
teelings of charity and brotherly love.  Wheres
ever our beloved faith is established, and has
passed the ordeal of calumny and misrepresenta-
tion which invariably awnait its first promulgation,
and has lived down those groundless prejudices
which cannot easily be prenched down,—there
it has beecome the *¢little leven™ of liberality,
—by a gentle and silent transision, fike that
from night to day, diffusiog a spirit of love and
universul tolerntion,—breaking down the party
walls of sectarianism,—diverting men from. dig~
ging lines about their own separate and narrow
enclosures, and unitivg them in promoting the
general interests: of . Christianity, . For proof of
this, we bave only to look at those plices where
apportunity is afforded of testing-the tendency
of vur principles, and their effects on the social
sondition.  In Boston, where Unitarianism is
the fuith af « luge proportion of its inhabitants,
the genuine fruits of Christianity are seen: in
greater perfection, I believe, than in any other
part of the worll.  There the strife of scctarian-
isin is alinost unkuown, and all denominations
of Christinns are found engaged in a-noble emu-
lation to be furemast in every work of bénevo-
Ience and philanthropy, and in cultivating .that
“ Jyve one townrds snother” which our Saviour
has dectared to be the true characteristic by w_hich
his disciples in all uges should be knawn.

An act which may serve to illustrate these
remarks, was recently vecorded iu the Bille Chris-
cian. T allude to the cirenmstance of an Ortho.
dox church in Boston having affordel accomme-
dation for pullic worship to a congregation, of
Unitarians, during -the time vequived for re-
building their chiurch, and the presmxtalio.n of a
picce of plate fram the Iatter to the former, in
memorial of theiv Christian hospitality. Several
shnilar instances of disinterested Christian kind-
negs have heen previously mentioned 3 cand- in A
Boston paper of Inst week, I observe the follow-
ing paragvaph, copied from the Taunton Whig,
the publication of which must. be qui'.c,rel'rgsl.n-
ing to the friends of Unitarianism in . Montveal,
and pechaps a little edifying to'its foes 1= -

ox]
.

# A tasteful building recently. erected. at the
village of Syuawbetty, -about . four miles from
Taunton, was opened on Sunday, lSl_h.Jun_q.-g—-
The services were performed. in_an |mprea__si\'e
manuer by ministers of flve scvcljnl-d_cm‘omx_un-
tions,—viz Rev. Mr. Ward, Buptist, of Rayn-

Tt presents in a vivid light ene.of {400 5 Rev. Mr..Mellen, Universalist, of Toun-

Taunton,

Methodist, of Taunton ; and Ilm{..l\'h'. Sanford,
Orthodax Congregationalisty , of - Raynham,—

adopted for settling the dispates of nations, more “The fnterest of the occasion was disightened. by
accordant with veason and consisteut with Chris- | (he union of so many ministers holding different

ereeds, menting around . the same, altay, :to set

apart. & louse to the waorship. of one cemmon
. v

Tuther in the name ol our comwon Lord, T
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B [ Concluded.]

. It was my second object to show, that even
the few passages which are thought by Trinita-
rinns to relate to this subject, have in fact, no
relation to it whatever, and are misinterpru'tud
when they ave ndduced as evidence to the doctrine
of the Trinity, or the Deity of Jesus Christ.

The first which occurs, is the text, * Thou
shalt call his name Immanuel,” &c.  The pre-
diction here cited was originally made by the
prophet Isaiah, It waa accomplished, as many
eminent Trinitarian writers maintain, in the
days of Ahnz, one of the kings of JIsrael, and
used here by way of accomedation, or in a second.
ary sense, of the Messinh. The term, Immanuel,
is composed of two Hebrew words, meaning God
and with us, i. e. God helpeth us,  This signifies
divine interposition in favor of Ahaz ngainst his
foes, an appropriate title for Jesus, butone which
is not applied to him any where else in the Bible.
The Jews where accustomed to form and apply
appellations indicative of God's goodness, and
compounded of his name. Thus, Bethel, house
of God, Lemuel, God with them, Elijah, God the
ZLord. It the application of the word Tinmanuel,
God with us, to Jesus Christ, proves that he is
God, as some hold, it might Le argued just as
strongly that the application. for instance, of the
word Elijah, which means God the Lord, to
John the Baptist, proved him to be God likewise.

The next is in Matt. ix. 2. * He saith to the
sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee.”
Hence, Trinitarians infer that Jesus was God ;
for none can forgive sin but he.  To this it is
enough to reply, that the authority to forgive sins
was ay easy and natural a power to be conferred
on the Saviour as any other, and proves him to
be God no more than does every other exercise
of miraculous power. Besides, the aposties had
power to forgive sins.  To them our Lord said
“ whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted ;
whosesoever sins ye retuin, they ave retained.’’
Were the apostles, each, God ?

‘Matt. xi. 27, “ All things are delivered unto
me by my Fnther; and no man knoweth the
Son, but the Father ; neither knoweth any man
the Father, suve the Son, and he to whom the
Son shall reveal him,” If the knowledge which
Jesus is here said to have of God fmplies Omni-
science and Diety on his part, the implication is
extended, let it be observed, to those fo whom the
Son shall reveal him—-Sapreme Deity is ascribed
as much to them as to Jesus ; that'is, it is not
to ¢ither,

‘Besides, the first part of this verse, denies the
doctrine it is brought to support, * All things are
given unto me by my Father.,”” The receiver is
not the same a3 the one who gives, any more
‘than the sender can be the same w5 the sent.

Matt. xviii. 20. . ¢ For where two_or three
.are gathered_together in my name, . there am 1 in

- the midst of them ;" and chap. xxviii; 20. s “Lo

Iam with you always, even to the end of the
world,”” are commounly adduced as declaring
-Christ’s Omnipresence aud thence hi- Supreme
Deity. - It is not easy to reply seriously to argu-
ment like this.  These passages have not the
most distant relation to the subject. Our Lord,
in these verses, merely expresses according to a
universal license—na Leautiful and universal form
-of language—his interest anid affection for his
disciples ; for the preseuce of which he spezks,
whatever it be, is confined to them, How often
“do we say to our ubsent friends, ¢ Thaugh away
- from you, consider us as present,”-—* Qur hearts
-are with you,”—** In spirit we are wmong you 7
.Paul saya to the Cotinthians, writing  from
‘Ephesus, when ye are gathered together, and my
“spirit,” &c. © Had Taul the attribute of Owmni-
presence ? - Was Paul God ?

Chap. xxviii, 19. “ Go ye therefore and teach

_all nations, baptising them in the name of the

Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghest.”
" Since the text of the three heavenly svitnesses
has been abandoned by the intelligent and honest
of all parties, as indisputably a forgery, this isthe
- stroug.hold of the ductrine of the Trinity ; for,
“unless T greatly err, it is the only instance save
“the’ formof benediction in the Epistles, in which

the supposed persons of the Trinity are mentioned
- together. . And how can that doctrine elaim pur
- faith or our respect, which is o supported ? Iy

It to be believed, that so tremendous a mystery
. would have been left at such loose cnds by the

sacred writers, had they helieved it? Bat, in
- vegard to the text before us, how you ask, does it

teach the doctrine of the Trinity 2 That doe-
trine teaches; that three Divine and Infinite Be-
ings or Gods, are yet but one ; that one God is
three. - These points, it is most manifest, ure not
proved by the text, Nothing is said of the
equality of the persons named 3 it iz not guid that
the Holy Ghest isa persen : it ix not said that
_they are one and yet three, or three and yet one;
all'of whichlought to be said to warrant the use
" thiit orthodoxy makes of it. But if these things
‘ure 80,'in what way is the doctrine ofthe Trinity
" devived from it even by inference 2 Thus. . It
"is:'s{tid in the first place, that because these thyee
“persons (allowing them all to be persons) are
“nained together, " they must be cqual ; and there.
1'9:‘_4-.. ‘each God.' But this will hardly do ; for,
“in'Exod. xiv. 81, it is written, “ And the pecple
_'believed the Lord, and his servant Moses,"—Ts
. 'Mases ‘Gog ?* (1 -Sam. xii. 18.) * And all the
people’feared the' Lord, and Sumuel.”—Ts Sam.

“uel thas proved to be equal to God ? (! Chron,

“xxixy 20, And'all:the: con regation blessed tl
Lord Godof ‘thefr- ik Hown

theiv heads,

fathers, ‘and howed ‘down
and worshipped the Lord and the

king."——Are they equal becanse named together,
and, in the Seripture use of the wonl, worship-
ped together 2 Paul says to Timothy, (I Tim.
v. 21.) ¢ 1 charge you befure God, and the Lowl
Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that ye observe
these things.”—Are the angels Gods?  Just as
wmistaken and childish as these inferences would
be, Is that which Trinitariuns make from the
verse in question, of the three persous named
in it

But once more, the Deity of Jesus and the
doctrine of a Trinity is inferred from this passage,
because it is thought that Daptism must necessi-
rily Dbe into the name of God, or of a Divine
Being equal to him. But notso; for Daul
speaks of the Israclites being * baptised inta
Moses,” who certainly was not God, or his eqnal,
though be was called 1 God to Pharach. The
sume apostle, writing te the Corinthians, says—
¢ Is Christ divided, was Paul erucified for you,
or where you baptised into the name of Panl?
1thank Gud I baptised none of you, save Crispus
and Gaius, lest any one should say I baptised
iuto my own name.”’ Some, therefore. imagined
that Paul might abuse his power, and buptise
into his own name. But did they Lelieve Panl
to be God 2 It is therefore, no evidence that
the persons named in the text are divine, because
baptism is administered in their naunes,

The true and whole meaning of the verse, is.
““go forth and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tising the converts into the belief of that religion
which was the gift of Gaod, through his Son
Jesus Christ, and which was confirmed by the
Holy Spirit, or miraculous powers bestowed on
the apostles, on the day of Ienticost.” Let it be
remembered, in this connection, that no weight
was attiched to this form by the apostles, though
50 much is now-u-days ; for they never used it,
always baptising into the name of Jesus alone.
But if they hud thought that so solemn aund es-
sential a doctrine as the Trinity was contained in
thase words of the Saviour, they would scarce
have felt authorized to depart from th=m.

Such is the testimony ot Matthew to the doce
trine of the Trinity.

And is it eredible, that such a doctrine shonld
be left to rest on sweh support ? Is it to be be.
Heved that an inspired apostle should have writ-
ten what he doubtless regarded a full acconut of
all the essential peculinrities of the religion of
Jusus, and have passed over in such stlence, ity
most remarkable vne ? Nay, as will be seen
should have recorded sayings of our Lord, utterly
contradictory of it, which wholly refute and deny
it?  Which must be expunged from the Gospel,
before it can be admitted to be true ?

Let me now as was proposed, in the third
place, hiing forward the direct and Indirect evi-
dence of 5t. Matthew to the unity of God, and
the derived power of Jesus Christ.

1 shull uot pretend to adduce the whole hody
of proof of this description, since it would be to
transeribe. the greater part of the Gospel,

Every instance in which the singular pronouns
are used in connexion with the name of God, is
a“proof of his” Unity.-  This universal usage
throughout the bible is & demonstration of . it.
Lvery instanee in which Jesus is spoken of as a
man, with human feeling and affection, acting,
speaking, suffering, and at last dying as a man,
is an argument in behalf of his derived nature,
Every prayer which he offered up to Ged, every
reference to him as Ais God as well as ours, isa
complete demonstration of the supremaey of the
Father, aud the dependence of Jusus - unless we
are willing to belleve that our Saviour went
through the mockery of praying to himself; that
one person of the sacred three was obliged to so-
licic favor and assistance from the others, which
he was as able to procure himself, as they to be-
stow, and which, indeed, an lufinite Being could
not need.

Jesus says, chap. iv. 10, % Thou thalt worship
the Lord thy God and him only shalt thou serve,"
Therefore God is but one; for if Jesus had been
God, he must have also heen an object of wor.
ship a3 snehewxix. 17.  Our Saviour says to the
young man, *° Why ecallest thou me good ?
There is none good but one, that is God.”
Whatever ie meant by the term good, our Lowd
says theve is no second befng to whom it can be
applied in the same sense in which it is applicable

to God.  Therefore our Saviour did nat regaril
himself as God. Tt isnn explicit denial that he
was so.  He absolusely refuses a title which he

conceived conld be used with propriety only in
velution to the Supreme God.  This marked and
instantaneoua rejection of a title so modest and
humble, shows, I think, a determination to re-
press, in the beginning, every disposition to he-
stow upon him extravagant horiors, aud which
the wonderful powers he possessed would be so
likely to draw from them. The seasitiveness, as
th may without finpropriecty be termed, svhich
our Lord discovers on this oceasion, is worth a
chupter of diveet assertions, in proof of his derjved
and inferior nature.

T quote but one more text of this cluss. Chap.
xxiv. 36. * But of that day and hour kuoweth
1o man, no not the angels of heaven. (In Mark,
it isadded ‘ neither the Son’) but my Father only.’
In these words our Saviour plainly and distinetly
replies to an earnest and anxious question of his
dizciples, (verse 3, asking, “ when these things
shall be,”) that < he does not know.”* © The re-
ference of our Lord is to the destruction of Joru.
salem.  When that was to happen, he says iu so
many words, he does not know, nor uny other
being beside the Father Omuniscient, By this
deeluration lie disclaims all participation of the
Divine nature and mind.  He declares that his
knowledge is pactinl and limited, Ttijs a deninl,

from his own mouth, of his supreme deity, or his

eqnality with God,

I will waste but few words on the mode of
reasoning, or trick, I should rather sny, by which
the true sense of this text and similar ones, is
evaded, ,, Our Saviour did nof know the day, as
man, though us God he did.”  7This is the 'l'rilli-
turian argument, It is enough to reply to this,
that it involves the blessed Saviour in the gross-
ext prevarication, and therefore it cannot be

maintained. ‘The moral character of Jesus is
sucriticed. For, the infinite, divine mind in

Jesus, must have embraced and included the hu-
mian ; so that the human nature could not by
any possibility, kuow or be iguorant of any
thing, but what the divine nature must have
participated in it. Therefore, for the Son (in-
cluding hoth natures,) to say that be was igno-
rant of the day of Jerusalem’s fail, or of any
thing else, indeed, was a plain falsehood,

But our objection to this mode of reasoning on
the part of Trinitarians, rests upon a ULroader
ground than this.  We say that it entively sets
aside the authority of Jesus, and provides a way
of escape from all that he uttered, whether re-
lating to docirine or morals.  For if the devout
and sincere Trinitarian is at liberty to explain
away and reject the explicit statements of his
Master, which do noet harmonize with an adopt-
ed theory, on the ground that he spake them as
a maun, and therefore they are not binding ; the
undevout man of the world may resist and shuke
off the movality of the Guspel, and the great
sanction of future punishment, on the ground
that, in his opinion, it was all uttered as man,
and therefore is without uuthority.  Aud we
are all at liberty to select such dectrines and such
moral precepts as are agreeable to us, and say of
the rest, ¢ Oh, it was spoken as man, and we
bave nothing to do with it.”

For myself, therefore, I shall always hold
that, as unanswered and unanswerable, the force
of which enn only be evaded by u resort to that
wretched subterfuge, that unuathorized and un-
seriptural dogma, the double natuve of Christ ;
futal alike to the moral character of the Saviour,
and to the whole authority of his veligion.

Before concludimg, 1 will refer to a few passa-
ges which are wholly inexplicable on the ‘I'rini-
tarian hypothesis, except on the ground of the
two natures of Christ, which is to be considered
in the light of a mere evasion of the difficulty,
and only to encouuter far more formidable ones.

T name first the acconnt given by the evango-
list, of the tempiation of Christ.  This I muin-
tuin, is intellizible only on the supposition that
Jesus was actually what he appeared to be. It
opens thus 3 “ Then was Jesus led up by the
Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of the
Devil.”  “That is," snys the Trinitarian, “then
wastJesus, i.e. God the Son, led up by the Spirit,
i. . God the Holy Ghost, to be tempted—of the
Devil.”  What inextrieable confusion, what im-
possibilities are here!  Can God be tempted ?
And by the Prince of evil? - Aud yet all this
can be avoided only by that dangervus resort,
which overthrows Christianity itself—the double
nature of Christ. . .

Again.  We read in the 2Gth chapter of this
Gospel of the agony in the garden, during which
our Saviour utters this prayer: O, my Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me ; neyer-
theless, not as T will, but as thou wilt ® Wy
the being who put up this petition iu so much
agony, the Almighty God? And to whom then
was the prayer preferred 2 And how could it be
necessary 2 Was God subject to weakniess and
wint, to infirmity and fear 2 And if so, what
higher power was there to succor ?

Again, * And about the ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, saying, My God, My Gaod,
why hast thou forsaken me? And when he bad
cried again with a Joud voice, he yiclded np the
ghost.”

The questions which arise on this verse, but
which I will not state, for they are truly shock-
ing, can be answered only by the aid of the two-
fold unture of Christ, and must be ulways regard-
e, therefore, as unanswered,

Although the testimony from this Gospel, hoth
direct and indiveet, in behalf of the Unity of God,
and the derived power of Jesus Christ, is far from
exhausted, vet I feel warned to bring these re-
mat ks to a close.

In the statements which have been made,
many may think that I have been too minute,
and have dwelt too long and earnestly on points
already sufficicntly ebvious and plain.  This may
be so. 1 hope every one who calls himself a
Unitarian, has often revolved the arguments
which have Dow been offered, in his mind, and
has lang felt their force. But we do not make
thesa statements over and over again so much in
the hepe of pouring new knowledge into the minds
of those who bave diligently studied the princi-
ples of their fuith, and feel, and kuow the ada-
mantine foundation on which they rest, as with
a view of catching the eye of some who may not
as yet have given their thoughts to the subjeet,
but who may be willing to attend to it with dis-
passionnte and honest minds; and  with _more
espeeial reference, also, to these who nominally
embrace our views, but who are but slightly ac-
quainted with the grounds and reasons of them.
For'it cannot be denied, that there are not a
few of those who think themselves and call them-
selves Unitarians, who are wofully ignerant of
the worth and strength of that fuith which they
profess, and for whom, if they could be persnnd.ml
to read and study, scirce any stutements or dis-
cussions could Le too pliin and’ elementary,
These have been considered in what has been
said, and should always be held distinetly in
sight,  For these, there should heline upon line,
precept upon precept ;. for if unenlightened, they

will be too apt in times of tribulation, to fall

away, and apostatise, It s ignornuce, ignoratce

alone, which Unitarianism has to fear.  The
Intelligent Uunitarinu cannot fall away. It is
incredible, that he who has ever thoroughly and
devoutly studied the evidences of Unitarian
Christianity, should afterward doubt their valid-
ity.  Such « one has the same clear and confi-
dent perception of their unnssailable strength,
that the well-grounded Christian has of the evi-
dences of Christianity.  We bold it to be an in-
tellectual impossibility, for the wel-informed
Christian to doubt the conclusiveness of that
testimony that has made him such—to be con-
verted to infidelity by a Puine ora Carlile. But
nothing less impossible do we deem it, thata
Unitarian Christian, suppusing him possessed of
ordinary strength of mind, to have couscientiously
studied the subject, and adopted his views on re-
flection and conviction, should be converted from
his Unitarianism back to Orthodoxy, We may
as well believe that u scholar would soddenly
retounce any of the great principles in science
ov philosophy, which by universal consent have
become a part of demonstrated truth ; that in
chemistey, he would beeowse a convert to the
exploded doctrine of Phlogiston 5 that fn philos
sophy, he would cast away the system of Newton,
and return to the whirlpuols of Des Cartes
would forswear Bacon and Locke, and retreat to
the logic of the schools, But these things can-
not be suppused of a sound mind, neither can
the other.

Let therefore, the leading points of the Unita-
rian belief be frequently stuted, and the argu-
ments which establish them be frequently pre.
sented in various forms, and in different aspects,
and in new relations, that if it be possible, minds
of every character way find something suited to
their pecaliar wants and habits of thinking. If
Unitarvians  will ouly read, Zand look into the
evidences of their fuith, they can never waver.
Let them onee be Unitarians from conviction
and reflection, and it will be imnpossible that they
shauld ever be any thing else.  If, unhappily,
they have trusted to the prejudices of edueation
for safety. or to a second-hand fuith, they may
not be able to staud in the evil bour, nor should
their fall surprise themselves or others. The
essence of Unitarianism is self.inquiry, self-con-
viction,  Then, it is quictness and assurance for
ever,

It is boped that the examination that has new
Leen made of the evidence of Matthew tonching
the doctrines ol the Trinity, and the Unity of
God, may be of service in strengthening the faith
of some of those who are still inquiring for the
right way.  To the Unitarian who would de-
sire to add fresh strength to his faith, it is recom-
mended as the most effuctual method of confirm-
ing him inall goad doctrine, to read over any
one or all of the Guspels, with a particular view
to the evidence for the doctrine of the Trinity—
let him mark the pasanges~—ithout referriug to
commentators—svhich awppear to him distinctly
to teach or jinply that doctrine—and 1.am will
ing to predict that he will never again be tempted
to ‘doubt, if he had ever done so before, the solid-
ity of that foundation on which his faith rests.
Let the Trinitarian, who has made up his mind
to be honest and fuir, and unprejudiced in the
work, go through a similar process, and I have
not the least doubt that he would cast nway his
old belief asa baseluss, unsubstantial dream, Fow
he would say, *“ whence shoulil I derive my faith,
if not from the disconrses of Jesus himseif, and
the professed historinns of his life and doctriue 3
but from these sources I ean gather no evidence
that bears any proper proportion to the impor-
tance of the doctrine to be proved ; the doctrine
must have its origin elsewhere.”

My conclusion from the whole of what has
gone before, is—if Matthew has failed to record
the doctrines of the Trinity and of the supreme
deity of Jesus Christ, he did not believe themn—
did not know of them, as doctrines of the Chris-~
tian religion ; and therefore they are not doctrines
of Christianity. Ile has wholly failed to record
themn.  Iehas not direetly taught them, and the
whole tenor aud prevailing language of his Gos-
pel rejucts them as false.  Iu connection with
this, let it be remembered, that Matthew's is to
be regarded as a distinet and iudependent account
of Churistinnity, containing what he must have
deemed n complete vepresentation of it ; and the
conciusion Iy irvesistible, that he never heard of
the dogmas in question, and never intended to
teach them,

LOVE INVINCIBLE,

Nothing in the world is so dungerous and un-
tractable in a fulse state of saclety, as one who
loves God and men.  You cannot silence bim
by threat or torture 3 nor scare him with any
"fear,  Set bim in the stocks to-rday, he harangues
men in public to-morrow. % Ierod will kill
thee,” says one.. ** Go thou and tell that fox,
behold I east out devils, and deceivers to-day and
to-morrow, and the third day I shall be perfect-
wl,” ix the raply.  DBurn or behead such men,
and out of their Llood, and out of their nshes,
there spring up others, who defy you to count
them, and sy, * come, kill us, if you list, we
shall never be silent,”  Love begets love, - the
worlil over, and martyrdomn muakes converts cer-
tain as steel sparks, when smitten against the
flint.  If a fire is to burn in the wouds—Ilet it
be blown upon. S
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