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de forhid that I shonld glory, save in the Cross of eur Lord Jesus Christ;

by whom the world

is Crucified to e, and I to the world.—St, Paul, Galvi, 14,

Yor.1.

HALIFAX, FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 1843.
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Wed{l; Calendar.

June 18—Sunday within the Octave of Corpus

Christi, 1L after Pentecost.

19—DMonduay, S. Juliana of Falconeri, Virg

20—Tuesduy, . Silvesius, Pope & Martyr,

2l—Wednesday, Saint Aloysius Gonzaga,
Confessor.

22—Thursday, Octave day of Corpns
Christi,

23—Friday, Vigil.  Fenst of the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus.

24—Saturday, Nativity of St. John Baptist.

—————

A Repetition of Baptismal Vows,
WHICH MAY BE USEFULLY MADE ON
"THE ANNIVERSARY OF OUR BAPTISM.
I. N. N. prostrate m spirit be-
fore that Divine Majesty at whose

lpresenr'e the whole choirof angelic-

el spirits tremble, humbly beg
leave torenew Baptlemal Yow sand
to consecrate the remainder of my
life to the hoI} service of my boun-
giful and gracious Father.’

In the first place, I return you,0
y God. my most affectionate grati-
ude for having been born of Catho-
ic parents, in the bosom of your
poly church (or for having been
alled to the knowledge of your
svino faith) in yreference tn sn

many millions who are going astray
in the darkness of infidelity and exr-
ror. And as you have declared by
your apostle, that “without faith
it is impossible to please you” I
most firmly believe all that this un-
erring church proposes to my be-
lief.

I believe in one God, the Al-
mighty Father and creator of hea-
ven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ his only
Son, who descending from the bo-
som of his Father into the chaste
womb of the ever Virgin Mary, as-
sumed human flesh for the salvation
of mankind.

I believe that after a p 1ful and
irigorous life of thirty three years,
he suffered himself to be delivered
into the hands of sinners, to be
cruelly scourged, spit upon, crown-
ed with thorns, and crucified be-
tween two malefactors, thus, by his
bitter death, resioring life to the
world.

I believe that after his soul was
separated from the body, it descend-
ed intoLimbo,to comfort thegustwho

werg there detained i» o=nectatio™



z
24%

The Cross.

of his coming, and that after hls

Goodness and other attubutes are

sacred bedy had lain in the grave: equal and equally to be adored.

for a part of three days, he united
it to his soul,; and by virtue of his
all-powerful Divinity, raised it glo-

Ibelieve that the bodies of the
just shall rise glorious and immortal
‘at the general judgment, and that

rified, immortal, and mcwpable of after bemor united totheir souls they

suffering, from the dead.

I believe that after hav ing speut: :

forty days on earth, instructing his:
apostles on the establishment of his
€hurch, he ascended to the heavens
An triumph and took his seat at the
right hand of his Father, as true
God and true Bian, there in quality
of Mediator to make continual in-!
.tercession in our behalf,

I believe that from thence he will
come, with great power and mujes-
ty, attended by‘his angels to judge
the world, and to render to every
one accxding to his works.

I belive in the Holy Ghost, the
Enlivener and sanctifier, who pro-
eeeds from the Father and the Son
who is, with them, to be equall
adored and élorxﬁed s atrue, real
and substantial Divinity, and who
spoke his will in former times by
the mouth of the Prophets and
other inspired writers.

I most steadfastly believe that in
those three Divine Persons, there
is but one simple essence, and that
their Majesty, Power, Wisdom,

] shall take posse551011 of unspeakable,
iand never-ending joys.

1 believe that the bodies of the
wicked shall also rise immortal, to
be urited to their souls, in order
that that they burn for ever in un-
quenchable fire-

I believe that this future Judg

iof wrath, has, in the reign of hz

:mercy and love, 11:st1tuted on the
memorable XEve of his Pa<sxon :
most wonderful sacrament wherein
he has left to thé Faithful, his true
real,and substantial Body and Blood
Soul and Divianity, for their spirit
ual life, nourishment and comfort i1
the pﬂgmmage of this vale of tears.

I most firmly believe that as of-

'ten as I approach this tremendous

nn stery, I receive into my bosom

¥ !that very Flesh and Blood which

lay shivering with cold in the stable
of Bethléhem, that very bedy which
was stripped naked, covered with
scourges, cladin a fool’s garment,
crowned with sharp thor ns, and
nailed to the ignominious bed of the
Cross.

I believe that we were all born
¢ children of wrath” under the sir
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IF f our first parent Adam, and that 'here to you my’ beSt friend gnd
he stains of this original sin are K most loving Fathér.

hvashed away from the seul in the| [renounce all his works. 1 re-
fwaters of Baptism, through the me- | nounce pride, envy, covetousness,
Tits of Jesus Christ. rdetla"‘tlon deceit, nqu“w* impu-
These, and all the other truths!yity, and the other works of 1:cll by
avhich this one Holy Catholic and  which he endcavours to destrcy nay
%P"b“’hc Church propcses to my ‘soul. I renounce, drtost, and i iy

elief, I most sincerely and stead-, with horror from thcm and every
lfsﬂ'v believe, and with the assist- otheraction by which 1 shouid of-

;ance of Heaven, I firmly purpoce fend my God and please tht Devil.

in spite of persecution, and cven|j ﬁrm]) purpose, if I should live for
ideath 1tself to live and die in this, millions of}ears’ nover inore 15 ads
|Orthodox faith. here to the works of Satan, never
I profess myself an unworthy | more to displease my God.
member of this holv‘ church, and in| T renounce all his pamps. 1 re-
order to become its obedient sub-!pounce riches. honours, pleasures,
ject, and docile child, I repeat and |amusements, dress, and every other
renew, In the presence of my God, pomp and vanity by which he en-
the vows which I made it on the | tices souls to their destr uction, and

wia

day of my Baptism. firmly resolve to be humble, peor
I RENOUNCE THE DEVIL AND  in spirit, mortified,recollected, cru-
ALL HIS WORKS AND POMPS. cified to the world, obedient,charit-

I most sincerely renounce Satan, ’ﬂble, modest, patient and resigned
my spiritual enemy. I abhor and under every trial and dlfﬁculi\‘ I
detest him. 1 declare myself his renounce for ever all the pomps of
3pponcnt I range myself under’ hell, and embrace, with my whole
fic banners of my loving God, and heart, all the treasures of heaven.
slall with his powerful assmtancc,§ I repect these promises in pre-
figit against him, until death. Esenco of the glorious Queen of Hea-

Yeceive this offering which1 ven, and all uLp Angels and  Saints’
mak of myself to your service, J humbly imploing the'r interces-
ny {od, and grant that 1 may al- [sion, that I may persevere in them
way's ave the grace to renounce | to My life’s cnd.

my bierest enemy, and firmly.ad-} O holy Angel Guardian ! 0 you
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my Patron Saint! dejgn to carry
up these resolutions and present
them before the throne of grace.
Obtain for me by your intercession,
that on the awful day of judgment I
may preserve that blazing lamp of
faith which I received at my Bap-
tism ; that1 may present the white
robe cf Bantismal innocence, pure
and unspotted before the tribunal
of Heaven,

O Almighty Father I firmly re-
solve never to deface that sacred
image which you have imprinted on
my soul at its creation.

O Jesus, my dear Redecmer, I
firmly resolve never to crucify you
again by my transgressions.

O Holr Spirit)I firmly resolye to
correspond with your precious gifts
and graces. O Father of Lights,
grant me your burning love that I
may faithfully reduce to practice all
these promises. Amen,

—_——

From the Regisier,
TO THE VIRGIN.
Mary, we humbly bend the kneo
Before thy sacred, spotless shrine,
And hregthe a fervent prayer to thes
Mother of Jrsos the Divine.
Refuge of sinners, glorious, bless,
In'mercy’s diadem arroyed,
When doubts distract, and griefs molest,
We'll fly to thy maternal aid.

Health of the weak! no torgue cgn sing
In accents due, thy meed of praise,
Mother of Heaven’s eternal King,
Encircled by its dazzling rays,
Deign from thy throne cf light above
To hear a way-wora pilgrim’s gigh;
1 ask thee by a Mother's luve
Be thy protection ever nigh.

Bright beaming star! when tempests rave ;
And broods destruction o’er the deep;
Thy placid ray will guide and save:
Far thon dost #till thy vigils keep.
And though the bark ve shatteved, tost,
Yet onward will it speed its way:
Protecied then, when all seemed lost
Mury 10 thee we ever pray.

Mother of Christ! salvation’s God
Reposed upon thy virgin breast ;
High Heaven would tremble st his nod
Yet calmly there he sunk to rest.
And such affection ne'er was known
The Mother loves her darling child.
The creaturc clasps the Mieuty OxE

The Lord of Heaven, from lHeaven exjled.

Help of Christians ! Blother chaste!

Cause of our joy! Apostles’ Queen
Virgin pure! O jet me twaste

Thy sweetness on this shifting scene :
Affliction’s comigriress! we know

That thou wilt aid us in the strife,
We wage with vengeful foes below.

O BMary lead us unto life !

Denth and his kindred realm of gloom
Can fling no shadow on the soul ;
When thou its pathway dost illume:
1t springs, exulting, to its goal.
Mary, my heart be ever thine
And may its chords eestatic thrill
While endless ages see thee shine,
Bright star of Heaveun’s eternal hill.
St. Mary's College.
- ——————
A meeting of the Committee and Colletorg
of the Association for the Propagation ¢ the
Faith, will be held in the new Vestry ofSaint

Mary’s, on the evening of Monday, 3rd ~ July
at 7 o'clock. ‘
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On the Feast of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus.

This festival is celebrated by the
church on the Friday after the octave
of Corpus Christi; and the first Friday
of each month in the year is kept as a
day of particular devatica by the mem-
bers of the Association of the Sacred
Heart. Perhaps, the history of the
church does not furnish an instance in
which any devotion was so rapidly ex-
tended throughout the Christian world,
or so eagerly embraced by numerous
bodies of the faithful, as this. It en-
countered, for a long time, great oppo-
sition, both from those who understood
and those who were ignorant of its na-
ture. The former alleged, that it tend-
ed (o superstition, whilst many of the
latter considered it wholly unlawful and
unauthorised. But it is, at the present
day, triumphantly vindieated by the so-
lemn and formal sanction of the ioly
See, and the approbation of every part
of the Catholic *hureh. At the same
time, it may be useful to state, in a fow
words, the nature and objects of this
much misrepresented devotion, as well

as to notice a few of the objections!

which have been urged against it. These
will be much better understood, by pre-
mising some principles of faith on which
all Catholies must necessarily agree.—
The Catholic Church, then, teaches
that there are two natures—the divine
and human—in the one adorable person
of our Redeemer, the God-man, Christ
Jesus, the second person of the adora-
ble Trinity ; that those two natures are
united in him without being con-
founded; that this union is mysteri-
ous, inexplicable, and incomprehensi-
+le with regard to the manner in which
jt takes place ; that this union of the di-

vinity exists in all and every part of the
human frame and human nature of
Christ ; sothat, for instance, there is
not the smallest part of his sacred bocdy
which does not contain all his divine
and human nature. It is also of faith,
that the divinity aud humanity do not
separately but unitedly exist in the per-
son of Christ, and that neither the one
nor the other 2xclusively exists in ~ny
part of his glorious person, the union of
the two natures being a real indissolu-
ble and eternal union. Aeccording,
therefore, to the rigid canons of faith,
no one part of the sacred humanity of
Christ (thus united to his divinity) is
more worthy of adoration and love than
another, the divinity being in the whole
and every part of the human nature.—
The hand or the foot, the head or the
sacred heart, possesses in itself
no exclusive title to our gratitude or
homage. Nevertheless, at the same time,
we may separately consider them in pi-
ous meditation; and they may separately
excite various affections of divine love.
The head of Christ crowned with
“thorns, and bleeding for our sins, his |
hands tied to the pillar, his feet nailed
to the cross, his side pierced with a
spear, his heart burning with love, may
each furnish salutary subjects of reflec~
tion to the nnderstanding, and power-
ful motives of love to the heart of man,
Though each is equally worthy of ado-
ration from its union with the divinity,
yet our hearts and minds will some-
times be more powerfully affected by
the contemplation of onec than that of
the other. According to our human
notions and forms of expression, the
heart is said to be the seat of the affec~
tions. We suppose that the soul ape-
rates principally on the heart ; and we
thus aseribe to the heart, in a figurative

sense,the various feelings and emotionR,

-
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f the soul ; for o suppose that liter-
My our feclings proceed from the
heart, which is a material substance,
wouid be contrazy to the doctrine of
the existence and attributes of the soul.
Thus accommodating himself to our
human potions our Almighty Creator
has commanded us to love him ¢ with
our whate heart.”

But those feelings and .properties
which are ascribed in figure to the hu-
man heart, may be truly said to exist in
the heart.of Jesus Christ. His heart
contains the fullness of his divine and
human nature. It therefore loved us

{rom the moment of his inearpation,and |

will love us for ever. We, in return,
adore and love this sacred heart, not as
if it was exclasively entitled to our
homage, or in a greater degrce than
any other portion of his sacred person ;
but because we are wont fo conneet
the emations of the soul with the
heart ; and tie heart of Jesus reminds
us most forcibly of his infinite love for
mankind. We do not adove it asa

material thing, nor taken in itself sepa~
rately or abstractedly ; but we adore it
because it is united to his divine body, i
and because it is gne with the soul and |
the divine person.* We do not adore |
the humanrity in abstraction from the!
divinity, nor the latter in abstraction
from the former ; neither do we render !
homage to the divine and human na-
ture as cxisting in the heart more than |
in any other part of the person of;
Christ ; or as being in the heart, or
considered so, abstractedly from their’
existence inthe whole and every other
part of this divine person. We thus
perceive,that frem the hypostatic union

of the humanity and divinity of Christ, |

thig sacred heart, as well as every other !
5"":"'"-‘“‘-" . ’ . .
*“Bened, Xiv. Ds Canoniz. iv. 31.

i worship the material heart.
[ ous enemies of this devotion pat length

H

part of his divine body, isa legitimate
object of adoration.

The objections of those who have
written against the lawfulness of this
devotion may be casily answered on the
foregomg principles. When they are
told thatitis not the heart itself con-
sidered in a material point of view, or
in an abstracted sense, bat taken 1n an
inseparable connexion with the human-
ity and Godhead of the second person
of the Trinity, that is adored by the
faithful in this devotion, they can sure-
ly urge no argument against it which
would not apply with equal force
against the adoration of the Eucharist
under the appearance of bread, or un-
der the appearance of wine; for, by
virtue of the words of eonsecration the
bread is transmuted into the body only,
and the wine -into the blood. But
Christ is rightly adored under each,be-
cause from the natuie of the hypostatic
union and the immutable properties of
his glorified and immortal body, he is
whole and cutire under each, so that
wherever his body is,there of neces-
sity must be his Dblood, his scul
and his divinity ; and wherever his
precious blood exitts, there, by the
same necessity, must be his body, with
his spul and his Godhead. It cannot

but excite surprise, that those who per- -

fectly comprehend the nature and object
of the devotion, should pretend that it
is caleulated to lead to superstition ; and
that although learned divines might di-

| rect their adoration to a lawful object,

people in general would exclusively
The vari-

found a publie organ for thentiments in
the celebrated Synod of Pistoia.  This
Synod, which was convened by Scipio

l.de Rigei, the hishop of that city, a no-

torious partisan of those whq were eall-
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ed the New Disciplinariatis of the last
eentury, was opened on the 18th Sep-
tember, 1786, and lasted ten days.—
‘The unhappy Ricci, supported by Leo-
pold, Grand Duie of Tuscany, and af-
terwards successor to th> Emperor Jo-
seph II,, on the imperial throne, not
only suggested many changes of church
discipline in important points, but open-
ly promulgated erroncous opinions on
matters of {aith, such as the authority of
the chureh, faith, predestination, and
grace. Inthe 62nd and 63d articlesof
the Synod, the devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus was formally condemn-
ed. The former asserted that it was
new, erroncous, or dangerous ; tie lat-
ter censured the faithful for adoring in
this devotion the material heart of|
Christ, with an abstraction or separati-
on flom his divinity. On the 28th of
August, 1794,
celebrated bn]i Auctorem Fidei, the'!
doctrinal decxsuo"}s of which have been
unanimously received by the whole
body of the Catholic Church. Amongst
the many other articles of the Synod

related to the devotion of which we
tteat were ° distinetly reprebated, as
“false, rash, peruicious, offensive to
pious ears, injurious to the apostolic
see, captious and injurious to the faith-
ful worshippers of the heart of Jesus.”
In a letter to the Bishop of Pistoia him-
scif, the venerable Pontiff declared, that
‘ the Holy Sec had no'v put an end to
all confusion and dispute on this sub-
ject; that ite declaraticns were clear,
with regard to the substance of the de-
votion which was free from all super-
stition or matcrial worship, and that its
real tendency was, that we should con-
template and adore the immense charity
and boundless love of our Divine Re-

Pius VL. published hxs’

condemned by his holiness, those that |

deemer, vnder the svmbolic image of
his heart.” His holiness condemnecd

the duetrine of De Ricei and his adher-
ents, as “ injurious to the apostolic see,”
because Pope Clement XIII., en the Gth
February, 1765, had explicitly approv.

ed and confirmed a decre of the congre-
gation of Rites, which was promulgat-
ed the 26th of the preceding January,

and which not only commanded the

devotion, but acceded to the request of
the blshops of Poland, and the arch-
confraternity of the Sacred Heart in
Rome, who had petitioned for a proper
office and mass of the most sacred heart
of Jesus. In this decree the sacred
congregation of Rites declare, that
“thoy were well aware that the devo-
tion of the heart of Jesus had been dif-
fused through most parts of the Chris-
‘tian world, with the sanction and thro’
lthe infiuence of the bishops, that it was
frequently honoured by the apostolic
see with thousands of briefs and indul-
génces granted to an immense number
io! confraternities which were canoni-
cally erected under the title of the heart
of Jesus ; that they further understood
by the petition for the office and mass,
nothing more was intended than an ex-
tension of the devotion, and under the
i symbolic figure of the heart, to inerease
the renewal of the memory of that di-
vine love with which Jesus Christ as-
sumed our nature, and in becoming
obedient to deuath, exhibited himsclf as
a model of meckness and bumility of
heart,” &ec.

At the present moment, we may ven-
turc to affirm, that there is not a single
diocese in the whole Catholic world in
which the devotion to the Sacred Heast
of Jesus is not practised by the faith-
ful, with tic knowledge orapprobation
of their prelate. It is also worthy “of
remark, that few, if any anti-Cuthcdié
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writers have assailed the church on this
point. Indeed itis difficult to imagine
how, consistently with a belief in the
divinity of Christ, any objection could
be advanced against the devotion which
we pay to the heart of Jesus, as this
most loving heart, as well as his sacred
humanity, are worthy of our supreme
adoration, ferming as they do, one per-
son with the divine nature, so that it is
perfectly correct to say: this is the
heart of a God ; this is the body of the
second person of the blessed Trinity,
and consequently worthy of our su-
preme homage. But it is no longer
necessary to_ defend the propriety of
this devotion. It now rests on a most
secure foundation, the authority of the
Holy See, and the direct or tacit ap-
probation ot the whole body of the pas-
tors of the church. We will then briefly
revett to its origin and progress
throughout Christendom. [t seems to
have taken its rise about the middle of
the seventeenth century, in the form
and sense in which it is now so gene-
rally established. Great veneration
had been always shown by the faithful
to the various instrument of our Sa-
viour’s passion. With much more fer-
vor and reasen did they venerate the
adorable body of our Redeemer; and
in the writings and sermons of the
saints and fathers, many devout apos-
trophes and petitions arc addressed to
the various parts of his sacred human-
ity, or to his head, his hands, his feet,
his side, and also to his meek and hum-
ble heart burning with love for man-
kind. Thus St. Augustine says, that
the side of Jesus was opened for him

by the lance, and that he entered in and | gundy.

Aquin deseribed that tender heart as
wounded for our sins, and pouring out,
through the opening in the side of
Christ, 1ts precious blood, to testify the
excess of hislove, and to inflame the
tepid hearts of his disciples. St. Ber-
nardine of Sienna speaks of this divine
heart as a furnace of the most ardent
love which was capable of setting the
whole world on fire. St. Bonaventure,
in his * Incentive to Divine Love,”
expresses his ardent desire to abide for
ever in the side of Christ,to speak there
to his heart, and to obtain from it what-
ever he should desire. He aseures us,
that by our union with the heart of Je.
sus, we may enjoy an unspeakable
sweetness ; that in this heart we may
find every blessing, and that we may
enter it with confidence ; as the
object of our dear Redeemer in
opening his side was to give us his
heart. ¢ Q love,” criesout St Francis
of Sales; <O Sov ereign love of the
heart of Jesus. What beart can bless
and praise thee as thou dost desire ?—

And again: ¢ How good and beauti-
ful isthe Lord ; how low ely and amia-
ble is his heart! Let us dwell in this
sacred abode. Iet this adorable heart
live forever in our hearts !’ But tho’
these and other expressions amounted
in many cases to adoration, they did
not iiaply that peculiar worship of which
we speak,when treating of the devotion
to the sacred heart. Many date the
origin of this special devotion from a
revelation said to be made by our Lord
himself to sister Margaret Mary Ala-
coque, a nun of the visitation order, in
the town of Paroy le Moniale, in Bur-
In the life of this pious religi-

abode in that sacred heart as in a place | ous, written by Languel, archbishop of

of refuge.
ments of most tender devotion concern- '
gng the heart of Jesus.  8t. Thomas of !

pT'S. 270

St. Bernard writes in senti- | Sens, we are informed, that our Lord

frequently communicated to her his de-
sire of having the devotion to this sacre?
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heart propagated throughout the chureh;
and he vouchsafed to disclose to her his
adorable heart ; and after having spoken
of its tender and infinite love for man-
kind, complained in the most pathetic
terms of the ingratitude which it expe-
rienced in return; that he, thercfore,
wished a special feast should be ap-
pointed in honor of his sacred heart,
and that public atonement should be
ofiered to it, promising that he would
dilate his heart and pour forth the gifts
of divine love on all who should prac-
tice this devotion. [t is certain, that
sister Margarct Mary was a person of
eminent virtue, and was particularly re- '
markable for her profound humility and
obedien=e to superiors. The celebrat-
ed Jesuiv Pere Columbiere, whom she
declares to have been sent by God him-
sclf, to guide her in the way of salva-
tion, had the highest opinion of her
sanctity, and most warmly patronised
the devotion. T'he good nun declared
to her dying day, with the greatest con-
frdenee, that no matter what opposition |
it might encounter, the devotion would
extend over the whole world.  Some
writers have erroniously imagined, that
the devotion arosc from these revela-
tions, and seem to rest a portion of its
defence on their authority. But those
revelations have never bheen approved |
of by the church, have never been al-
luded to in the various decrces of the
Holy See on this subject, and not one
divine of any note has introduced them
into his arguments in favour of the de-
votion. At the same time they zre not
w0 be treated with levity or ridicule ;
Margaret Mary, and thosc who patron-
ized ber, were persons of piety and
learning. The facts were well known
and examined at the time, and they
have come down to us with the concur-

rent hisorical sanetion of various wri-

ters. Their authenticity has been be-
lieved by a very respectahle number of
pious and intclligent Catholies, and
though we are not bound to yield them
our assent, they should certainly com-
mand the respeet of every rational
Christian.  But, whatever may be the
opinions of different persons concern-
ing those revelations, the devotion to
the Sacred Heart was practised before
that time. The distinguished spiritual-
ist, Pere Ludes, who was formed 1o pi-
ety amongst the priests of the oratory
under the devout Cardinal Berulle, and
who afterw ards founded a congregation
of secular priests, called after him, the
Eudists, declares that the devotion ex-
isted in histime. It was warmly pat-
ronized by him ; and as, besides his
deserved reputation for sanctity and
zcal, he possessed considerable talents
as a preacher, the devotion to the Sa-
cred ffeart was extensively promoted
through his means, and was regularly
practised in all the chapels ol his order.
When onee made known, it progressed
in despite of all opposition. [t re-
ceived the approbaton of hishops and
theologians.  Confraternities and asso-
ciations, in honour of the Sacred Heart,
soon began to be formed, and received
various privileges and indulgences from
the Holy Sce. ILven cities, churches,
and altars, were dedicated to this ador-
able heart.  One of the most remarle
able events of this nature was the con-
sceration of the cily of Marseilles to
the Heart of Jesus, which wasmade by
its good bishop, M. de Belsunge, du-
ring the great plague of 1720. This
dreadful scourge was brought by a ves-
sel that arrived from Tiipoli, on. the
25th of May, in that year. IFor some
time the inhabitants were totally wun-
conscious of the impending danger ; but

when it burst like a torréfitvon every' .



250 The Cross.

part of the devoted city, nothing couldireiiel’ that medicine could afford, and
excced the general eonsternation., took care that all spiritual assistance
Flight was considered the only remedy, | should be given. lie was cver fore-
and it was adopted by ut least one half ! niost in braving danger, visited all the
of the population. The wealthy cili-’hospituls, and administered the sacra-
zens collected as much of their effeets i ments with is own hands, unless when
and provisions as pussible, and ivstant- | he was more vraently employed in the
ly quitted the city ; the poor fled injduties of his vihee,orin collecting ulms

b
great numbers, and took up their abode [ and  provisions for the  poor wwd  the
amoungst rocks and caves, and in whet-; sick.  The clergy were animated by
ever huts or tects they could bhastily | his example, and displayed the most
consiruet. Those who were connect- | noble instances of sclf-devotion und
ed with the sea took refuge with alljcourage. Betweentwo and tiree hun-
their families in boats and vessels in|dred priests and relizious were car-
the harbour. But in many cases, ail iricd off by the contagion, the greater
these precautions were useless. The | part ~f whom were martyrs of charity.
wnhappy fagitives bad borne away with | It is caleulated that about fifty thousand
them the seeds of this frightful disease, | persons perished altogether from this |
and not only miscrably perished ; but, devastating scourge. In the montih of
in several instances were deprived of, September, when it raged with the
the solace of human sympathy, and the ; greatest violence, the deaths were one
powerful succours of religisn. To add; thousand a-day. On the festival of All
to the horrors of the seencuose whose  Saints, the bishop, on  his baie feet,
patiicular duty it was to provide for the . with a halter round his neck, and a
health and security of the inhabitants, torch in his hand, waiked in procession
had abandoncd Jarseilles. The ofh- - to an altar that had been ¢reeted under
cers of justice,the directors of hospitals, the open air, on which he oiiered the
the cowservators of public health, the holy sacrifice to appease the anger of
town-counciilors, and all the municipal heaven. Iic then made a wost pathe-
officer<, with the cxcepiion of the she- tic appueal w his sulfering flock, and
riffs, also fled from iheir posts.  In conjured them to avert the divine
this terrible calan:iiy ,ihe heroic charity scourges by praver, alms-decds, and
of the bishop presented a remarkable penance: after which be solemnly con-
contrast to the weakness and timidity of scerated the city to the most Sacred
others. M. de Belzunge iad for eart of Jesus. The plague now be-
twelve vears governed the see of Mar- zan te diminish: at the following Llas-
scilles, when the plague made its ap- ter the churches were re-op- ned for di-
pearance. He was of tllustrious birth, { vine scrvice, and on ¢t 20th Junc, the
and distinguished both for cioquence festivalin honor ot the Sacred Heart of
and learning ; but all are forgotten in Jesus was celebrated throughout the
the recollection of his Sodlike charity. city with the greatest soleamity and
He resisted every entreaty tu guit the . devotion, and in about two montbs af-
city, placed himsell at the hcad of his ter, the holy prelate congratulated his
elergy, and 2t aii uours of the night and people ia a pistoral letter, on the ces-
day was to be found in tue widst of the sation of the scourge. From this time
sick and the dving. He procured every the devotion 1apidly spread throughout
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the neighbouring diocese, and in the
kingdom of Spain.

’E;'ex{;::)—cﬁl'l}' as the ;ve!u' 1767, the
The vow of M. de: prior of the chief corfraternity of the

Belzunce* is still most religiously ob-|Sacred leart of Jesus in Rome, pub-

served in Marseilles.  Ioven in the pre-
sent yeart the feast has been celebrated
with great pomp, and a miass of thanks-
giving for the cessation of the great
plague has been viered up, at which all
the authorities and a great wultitude of
the faithful assisted. At the offertory
the mayor presented a large wax light,
with the arms ol the city. All the shops
were clused, and {rom an early hour in
the morning the city had all the appear-
ance of an holiday.

In the reign of Louis XV, this devo-
tion was catended to every diocese in
France. 1ilis piousconsort, the princess
Mary Decsinzka, daughter of Stanis-
laus, king of Poland, the memory of
whose virtues will be long cherished
in France, bad a most singalar devo-
tion, in common with the whole Polish
nation, to the most Sacred lleart of Je-
sus, and manifested the greatest desire
for its extension throughout her adopted
country. At the general assembly of
the French Clergy, beld at Paris, in

lished letters patent of aggregation,
which werc addressed to all British
. subjecis and their descendents, inevery
part of the world, and by which they
iassociated them to the parent conira-
(ternity, with a title to the indulgzencies,

&e.  This they were empowered to do

by three decrces of Pope Clement X11,
two of which were published in Febru-
ary and March, 17532, and a third in
June, 1736. The devotion. however,
had loug before existed in the British
dominions. In 1789, a petition of Bri-
tish subjeets, members of the order in
the chapel of the Enzlish Seminary at
Bruges, which prayed, that the bencfits
of the institution might be imparied to
them, if they should from distance, or
any other cause, be made to attead the
chapel appeinted for the purpnse, pro-
vided they performed the other good
works preseribed for gaining the i1.dul-
gences, was granted by the lioly Sece.
On the 27th June, 1314, the indulgences
annexed to the association of the Sacred

Juiy, 1765, the president, the archbish-| Ieari were extended to the Catholics
op oi Rheims, counnunicated the anxi-{of the midiand district of England by an
ous desire of her Majesty that the de-|indult of Pope Pius VII. The devotion
votion, and an ofiice in honour of theite the Secred Heart had been always
Sacred ileart, should be instituted in favourably received in Ircland, and in
every diocese where it bad not been al-. some dicceses the Mass and office in ils
teady established.  The prelates in thc:}mnom- w ere said with ihe approbation of
Assembly uaznimously acceded to herihe ordinary. At lengtf, such was the
wishes, enlered into a resolution to es-!cagerness with which it was embraced
tablish and encouraze the develion inia il parts, that the archbishops and
theiv respective dioceses, and in a cir-1bishops of Ireland addressed a petition
cular letter invited the oiher bishops or;tu the Holy Sec, that the festival of the
the kingdom to follow their exampie.— isost Sacred Heart might be cclebrated
—_— i throughout the kingdom, with the rite

* This great preizta wasaderwards named to e ' of a greater double, and a proper Mass
archbnshopric of Auix; but he refused to leave 2j,5d office on the Friday after the octave

the

people who were endezred 10 hun by so many sti-
ferings.

11539,

of Corpus Christi, This prayer. wag
granted by bis present holiness at an
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audience of the 26th of June, 1831.—
His heliness declared that he acceded
to the petition, in consequence of *the
great devotion to the most Saered Heart
of Jesus which prevailed in that king-
dom.”
The indulgences granted to associa-
" tions of the Sacred Heart, are almost
- innumerable. A mere transeript of
them would occupy some pages. Se-
veral were conceded during the ponti-
ficate of Pius VII., who secems to have
* hail a peculiar attachment to this devo-
_tion, and {o have oiten sought for von-
solation in the Ieart of Jesus in the
midst of the calamities which he endur-
dured for several years of his eventfui
life. Taobtain those indulgences, itis

necessary that a persom become amem-

ber, by having his name enrolled in th
ref'ﬁtry of some association which is
avithorized by, and in connexion with,
the parent Institution in Rome, and to
perform the other preseribed conditions.
" By a decree of Pins VII, in 1803, the
- priesis of the congregation of St. Paul
- in Rome are cmpowcred to agzregate
to the Sodaliiy of the Sacred Heart es-
tablished by them in that city, ail the
assoeiations throughout the world, which
either exist at present, or are hereafter
to be erected, and to impaii to them the
indulzences that have been granted to
the pareni sodality itscli.
these indulgences, together with the
condifions on which they may be ob-
tained, are generally to be found in the
devotional books of tle Sacred Heart.
The various practices and prayers pre-
scribed to members. do not, it must be

observed, bind under pain of any ¥ Sin.—:

The only and sx'nple consequence of
their omission is, that the indulgences
‘annexed fo the'n are not obtamed —

“Experience has shown, that wherever’

“fhisgevotion has been established, it'

A hist of,

has greatly promoted true piefy and the
frequentation of the sacraments; and
every zealous pastor would do well to
recommend it most earnestly on his
flock. At the same time, those who
enter this or any other religious assoei-
ation, should he careful to remove every
cause of scandal by the regularity and
edification of their lives. From the
foregoing pages, we may have pereeiv-
ed, that the devotion to the Sacred leart
may be considered under two relations ;
one to the heart of Jesus itself, as form-
ing aprincipal part of the adorable body
of Chiist, and the other to the love
which our divinc Saviour bears us.—
We believe, that this love aflects his
tender heart in a lively dezgree, and we,
thereiore, especially honor this infinite
love, whiist at the same time, we ren-
der that supreme homage io his heart
which is due to the entire body of the
man-God. What mere legitimate ob-
jeet of adoration and hemage > What
more caleulaied to enkindie the fire of
divine love in our tepid souls, than the
contemplation of that immense love with
which this heart buras for us?  With
what strong and inconceivable emotions
| of 1ove must not that heart have been
afiected which loved us even unto death?
Who can conceive or penetrate the
!hcight and depth, and sublimc intensi-
ty of that love which immolated his a-
! dorahle body as a vietim for cur sins on
the altar of the eross?  There was no
room for iaith or hope in this divine
t Licart, but it was ull wounded and in-
flamed with love ; a love, the consider-
ation ol which should be the employ-
ment of our whoie lives; a love of ten-
derness, which wept over Jerusalem,
and pours forth tears over ungrateful
;and unrepeating sinners; a vehement
love, which longed for a baptism of
'blood, and was straxghtened until it
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should be accomplished; a genelous ous author,* “«Let us take care to en-
and heroic love, which, possessing the | tertain in our souls, by oft-repeated 30159;
Yiches of heaven and earth, made him ixconstfmt devotion to the worship of
L ) the amiable heart of Jesus, which- is
poor that he might enrich us, wnd re-{ coqo e with mercy and love. Let
duced him almost to annihilation, thal{yus be united to thisdivine beart by mu-
through his humility we wight be rais-{ tual love, and lct us enter it in spirit.
ed to «vlory ; alove which embraced all | Let us through this heart implore all
mankind, as he shed his blood for the | the graces which we require,.and thro’
whole world, not even exciuding from | it also offer all our actions to Ged. For
the price of his sacriiice those who put|we find the most valuable treasare and
bim to a cruel death; a persevering|inestimablc blessing in it. It is the
love ; he was made man through love, | gate through which we must go to God,.
and {rom the moment of his incarnation [and by which he comes to us. And
to his passion, he never ceased to lave|therefore we would advise you io put
us; he died to teach us his love; he|in the various places you frequent, some
intercedes for us in heaven, in order|{devout image of this adorable heart, the
that we may be qualiiicd to love him for ! sicht of which may enable you to renew
ever; a most patient love, which loves ' often your holy practices of devotion
in spite of our ingratitude, which \vaitsi in his honour, and enkindie in you the
for our conversion, which pursues us in  fire of divine love. You may even, ac-
our wanderings, and which brings us|cording to the interior inspiration of
back rejoicing to the fold of love; a;grace, ‘kiss this image with the greatest
love of exceeding powerand cfiiciency, | affection. Enfer in spmt o this deified
which triumphed over every obstacle, | heart of Jcsus; imprint in it your own,
which subdued sin and hell, which ar-!and plunge yaur whole soul into this
rested {rom death its sting, and from|sacred fountain with a longing desire
the grave its vietory ; which exerts the | that it should be entirely lost in it, and
most wonderful power and wisdom, that | endeavour to fill your own heart w;th
it may feed us with himself, and dwell ! the spirit by which the heart of Jesus is
avith us forever; an immense, bound- lan mated, with its graces and virtaes ;
less, eternal, immutable love, to which . in a woxd with all the salutary bles-
the united loves of all creatures cannot ; sings it comprehcnd and which are be-
bear the remotest resemblance, and’ \ond all measure. l"or the heart of
which continually exlibits in our re-)Jesusis an overflowing source of ail
gard all the love of a wost tender F .1-?rrood it Is a pious and very usefu}
ther, of a most aﬁccuoua:e Brother, of i practice to pay a singular worship and
a nost sinccre {friend, of a most 'm\xer-lu.norauo a to thisa dorahle heart, which
ful and carnest Protector, ofa inost faith-) ought to be ocur refuge in our necessi-
ful good Shepherd, and constant Medi-: tics, and in which we will find the com-
ator. What a vast fund for reflection i jort and assistance of which we stand in
iz not also to 0ic found in the virtues of;nced. ¥or, if the whole world were lu
this adorable heart? A heart of pro-l abandon and deceive us, we may be 2
found humility, of unalterable meck-|saored that so.faithful a}:eart as that. of
ness, of entire obedience, of perfect, s . - 3
- spofless purity ! In the wordsof a pi- {23, Lanspérs, ~:;.u=;_c; Ty d. .Amo;xs, pays.

- -
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Jesus will never forsake us or lead us
into error.”

He afterwards breaks forth into this
beautiful prayer: “ O most amiable Je-
sus! when will you take away my foul
heart from me, and bestow me your
own ? Or when will my heart be filled
with the odour of your virtues, and en-
tirely inflamed with the love of hea-
venly tihings? Ah! sweetest Jesus!
inclose my heart in yours, that you a-
lone may dwell in it, and possess it,
that by the dignity of your heart mine
may be cnnobled and adorned, O most
mereiful Lord Jesus Christ, I desire
that you would write on my heart all
the woukds of your wounded heart, that
1 may there constanily read your im-
mense Jove for me, and your most ve-
hement sufferings. O Yord my God,
may the recollection of your wounds a:-
ways abide in my inmost heart, may the
sufferings of your passion se daily re
newed in me, and the ardour of your
Jove be daily inereased. Ah Lord God,
oy Savicur and Redecmer ! take away
from me whatever displeases you, and
from your most sacred heart pour into
me whatseever shall be pleasing in
your sight. Grant that my heart may
be united to yours, my will to vour will,
so that I may never will, nor be able to
desire any thing but what shall be pleas-
ingto you. I will love you, O swect
Jesus, My Lord and my God, from wy
whole heart, in all things, and above
all things. O most noble, most pious,

and most sweet heart of my most faith-:

ful lover, Jesus Christ, my Lord and
my God, draw, I beseech you, and ab-
sorb my heart, all my thoughts, and af-
fections, all the powers of my soul and
body, into yourself, for your own glory
and your most holy will. QO most mer-
ciful Jesws, I entirely commend and re-
sige myself to your heart. I also pray

tyou, O bountiful God, to take away my
{ wicked heart, and to grant me your dei-
*fied heart, or to make my heart aceord-
"ing to yours, und to your most perfeet
jwitl, Ab! Lord Jesus ! supreme sweet-
{ ness of my soul, apen to me the door of
your heart, the gaie of merey, the gate
of life, and the fountain of your grace,
and draw my heart, through the most
precious wound of your side, to the
most loving sanctuary of your heart,
i that my heart may be united by the
most indissoluble bond of love with your
most holy heart. O love, always buin-
ing, and never consumed, inflame my
wicked heart with that fire which you
cast upon the earth, and wished to be
enkindled, so +hat all creatures may be-
come inspired in my eyes.”

The writings of St. Bernard contain
also many beuutiful passages concern—
ing the hcart of Jesus, which transfix
the soul of the devout Christian like so
many fiery darts of love. ¢ Let us)”
says he, “approach to thee, O Jesus,
and we will exult and rejoice in thee,
being mindful of thy heart. O how
zood and pleasant it is to dwell in this
heart ! The good treasure, the preci-
ous pearl is thy heart, O Jesus, which
we shall find on digging the field of thy
body. Who will cast away this pearl ?
QOh, rather will I surrender every
thing, and give in exchange all the
thoughts and afifections of my mind,
and I will purchase it {for myself, and
throw all my carc on the heart of the
Lord Jesus, which wil support me
without any deceit. At this temple,
at this holy of holies, at this ark of the
covenant, I will cdore, and praisc the
name of the Lord, saying with David, I
have found iy heart that I may pray te
my God. (2 Kings vii.) .And 1 have
found the heart of my King, my Bro-
ther, my Friend, my good Jesus! And
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bhd”. I not adere it 7 1 will pray to
; yes, for his heart is with me; I
mll say it confidently, if, nay because
Christ is my head*: for how can what
belongs to my head, not belong to me
als>?  As therefore the cyes of my
corporal head are really my eves, so
the spiritual beart is my heart.  This,
therefore, is good for me.  But I have
my heart in comon with Jesus,  And
what wonder, when of the multitude
of believers there was but onc heart?
(Acts iv.)  Having, thmeioro, found
this heart of yours and mine, O sweet-
est Jesus, Iwill pray to thee, my God.
Only suffer ey prayers to enter the
sanctuary of your hearing; nay; draw
me entirely into your heart
O most beautiful Jesus, wash me more
and more from my iniquity,and cleanse |
me {rom my sin, that being purified by
thee, I may be able to Jpploach thee,’
infinite purity, and deserve to d\\cll’
all the days of my life in thy heart, and
that I may be enabled to see ‘.nd to
accomplish thy will. Fer this rcason, :
thy side was pierced that an entrance
might- be made for us. For this, thy:
heart was wounded that we may be able
to dwell in it and in thee, frec from all
exterior disturbance. It was  also
wounded that we might behold the in-
visible wound of love through the visi-
ble wound. Iow could the ardour of
this love be more convineingly shown
than in his permitting not only his body,
hut also his very heart to be wounded
Who will not love .
th':t wounded heart?  Who will not
return Jove to such a lover? W3 l.o
will not embrace so chaste a spousc ?
lL.et us therefore, as far as lies in our
nower, love him and make him a return |

'not assist me.

husbandmen, and let us remain, thatthe
may vouchsafe to bind our hard and
impenitent heavts in the bond of his
love, and wound them with its darts.?*

¥ 5 Borpard, Vins mystien, ii. 431

———

Paxims of the Saints,

Lovk upon your spiritual director”
as an angel from heaven, sentto con-
duct you, as the angel Rachael did
the young Tobias. Carefully trea-
sure up in your heart every word of
advice which he gives vou.

When you have the misfortune to
ouend God, greviously, do' not fall
intoa de;u_cuon which would plunge
i youdecper in'sin.  Let your crime
serve to humble you, and-teach you
vour own misery. Sayto God:If
I were humble, O my {zod I would
not have fallenr: if yous grace did.
1 would huve fallen.
more grievously.

Inothing is more difficult toregu—
late than the tongue.  Hence, St..
James saye: ‘zo that does not of-
fend in words, is a perfect man.
Whoever is direct in speech, proves.
that he has made great progress in
perfection.

Always look upon yourselfas the
‘meanest and most ungrateful of

l( od’s creatures 3 and often say, in.

the sincerity of’ your heart: I am
‘unworthy of the aiv I breathe, of
.the bread T eat, of the water I drink-

of love ; let us embrace our wounded ; Many of God’s faithful servants are
lover, \\hme hands and feet, and side, I)Cllﬁhm“ with hunger and thn‘st,.
and heart have been dug h‘\ wicked | whilst T have abundance. .
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Humxhty is the true knowledge | yourself, conmunll\"_lt is Lertam

of ourselves, red uw‘l to pracilce
Burn with zeal for the »
«of your neighbour: when y

that I have deserved hell ; it is un-

St dion  cer tain whether God has forgiv en
4 re- |me.

"This will always pxcscr\ e in

flect that the redemption of ev enlvoun spmt of penance.

Py
one soul, cost ihe ‘ﬂmmm mnore |

He who sincerely lorgives an in-

thanthe creation ofthe whole world. | Jury. isinsome manner Tike to God.

The most nobic aud honorable |

work in which man can be engag- |

if you arow tepid in the acxuce
of God, say to yourself: God is im-

ed, is to co-operate with icstxc;mlznblc he is alwa ays the same, and

Chnst for ithe saivaiion of souls.
Po not degradc your noblenature
bysin: w hen you reflect that it s

elevated in the mmannv of Jesus: thcn shouid X

Christ, above of hea- |
ven.

1f you wish to ohtain trne peace,
even in this life,

meek of heart.

all the cnomrs

Ifyou are afilicied. and remem- |
ber that you have sinned, acknow-

ledge that your aillictions are the
Jjust pumsbm’*m of sour sins.  If
yéu be not conscious of great sius,
bless the paicrnal h.md of Gad.
which marks vou out as one of his

children, for he chastiscs those whom

he loves.

‘why should I change my disposi-
. tions towards him > e is NOW &S
jamiable and lovely as ever; why
not love lum as ar dum
Ivas ever I did?  Nay, I should
‘love him more fer Ventl3 now than

at any former period, because 1 am
be humble and

under new obligations to his bounty

W h(‘llC”C‘l \ou go to coniession,
imagine that itis ﬂlc last of your life,
and act accordingly.

Love little children, because Je-
sus Christ loved them, and because
the Holy Spirit dwells in their in-
nocent hearts. Take a delight in
inilaming their pure hmrtq with
the love of your purc God.

Everv day you may make three

“When you hear the gospel read, 'spiritual communions with great

imagine thet you are listening to JL-
sus Christ in person.

Be always kind {o the poor for.
his sake, who, when he was rich, |

became poor jor your sake. 'The:
tich will alwa\\ have friends ¢-
nough ; do you beiriend the poor.
I‘hey will repay you with interest
in ‘gheir own hmmom, which is
heaven.

“If you are conscious of having
ever commifted mortal sin. sav {o.

pxoﬁf

No day should pass over with-
sut meditation.

Mental praver is the nour ish-
ment of a spiritual life. Without
i 10 wne becomes holy to an emi-
nent uegk(.c

In order to become =2 sainf, you
,have only to discharge fﬁlthfulh‘ the
duhm of vour qtatc Know them
"and you are wisc; fi!fil them and
vou are a saint.



