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Poors or SoromoN

Pools of Solomon.

BY THE REV. GEO. J. BOND, B.A.

THERE is little doubt that these are the pools
mentioned in the Book of Ecclesiastes: ‘I
made me pools of water, to water therewith the
wood that bringeth forth trees.” They are
three enormous cisterns of marble masonry: the
lower, 582 feet long, breadth at the east end
207 feet, at the west 148 feet, depth at the east
end 50 feet. Dr. Thompson says: “ When full
it would float the largest man-of-war that ever

loaghed the ocean.” The middle pool is 248
Kzet above the lower one, its length 423 feet, ite
breadth at east end 250 feet, at west end 160
feet, its depth at east end 39 feet. The upper

1 is 160 feet above the middle pool, its length

s 380 feet, its breadth at the east end 236 feet,
at the west end 229 feet, its depth at the west
end, 25 feet. These enormous cisterns are in

ITH SARACENIC CASTLE.

| splendid preservation, and the course of the
aqueduct can still be traced by which they
supplied water to the temple, a distance of
some twelve or fourteen miles. To-day it is
conveyed as far as Bethlehem, and close beside
the time-worn aqueduct we now took our way
toward that town.

A short distance below the Pools, in a valley
richly fertile, lies the village of Urtas, which is
supposed to occupy the site of Ktham, where,
as Josephus says: ‘‘Solomon was in the habit
of taking a morning drive.” If this be so, and
it is more than probable, the fertile valley cor
responds with the gardens of which he speaks.
‘‘I made me great works, I builded me houses,
| I planted me vineyards, I made me gardeas and
| orchards, and I planted in them of all kinds of
| fruits;” and here are laid the scenes of the Song
| of Songs. An earthly paradise, indeed, must
| this valley have been, under the lavish wealth,

and taste and wisdom of the royal poet.
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Centennial Numbers of the “Meth-
odist Magazine.

WiTH a view of bringing within the reach of
every one at this important Centennial time
the survey we can of the great movement
which twenty-five millions of ethodists will,
in the month of March, commemorate, we have
prepared three special Centennial numbers of
the Methodist Ja;oam’u. They will contain
articles by William Arthur, Dr, Douglas, Dr.
Stafford, Dr. Potts, and many others, on dif-
ferent aspects of the great Methodist movement,
and will have illustrated articles on the Foot-
prints of Wesley, with good portraits and many
other engravings and many other important

rs.

i mong the topics will be, Wesley and Vol-

taire; Wesley and the Moravians ; the Develop-

ment of Methodism ; Methodism, a Power Puri-
fying Society, ete.

The March number of this Magazine will be,
even more than the others, a special Wesle
Centennial number. It will give a very full
and touching account «f the last days of John
Wesley, with fine portrait; also an ostimate of
his character by several of his contemporary
‘“ helpers;” a pnlger on the Mother of the

. Wesleys, by the Rev. Dr. Potts, Educational
Secretary, with fine portrait; a noble Epworth
poem; a fine paper on “'0!]0} and the Eight-
eenth Century, by the Rev. J. 0. A. Clar e;
an illustrated paper on the Footprints of the

Wesleys, by the Editor; and some reflections
on the social and religious influence of the
Wesleys, founded upon Lecky's History of the
Eighteenth Century, besides other articles, Of
this special number, enh:fed to 112 pages, we
shall print a very large e ition, in expectation
of a very large demand. These will give our
Leagues and Youn, People’s Associations, and
Sunday-schools and others, ample material for
Centennial addresses. These numbers will be
sold at twenty cents ecch, or fift cents—post
free—for the three, January, February and
March, containing 324 pages, with a dozn
Centennial article and a score of other papers,
with nearly 100 fine engravings,

Weslcy Centennial.
LET CANADA TAKE PART,

Tue English Methodists purpose taising in
connection with the centenary of the death of
Wesley, a sum of about ten thousand pounds,
to be applied in building a new and worthier
tomb over Wesley’s grave ; to set aside Wesley's
house as a museum for Methodist anti uities ;
and to thoroughly restore City Road Chapel,
making it worthy of the mother church of
Methodism.  Among other proposed changes
the present wooden pillars under the gallery
are to be removed, and seven handsome marble

illars w in their stead, each to cost about
gﬁoo. e Canadian Methodist Church is re-
quested to contribute the
nuﬁ}:ly one pillar,

. Potts has consented to act as treasurer
for this fund, and has already received several
subscriptions. It would be a nice thing for our
Sunday-schools and Epworth Leagues to have
@ share in this movement. Address Rev. Dr.
Potts, Toronto,

amount necessary to

How “Onward” is Received.

WE are constantly veceiving very ajprecia-
tive notices of Onward, of which the following
from the Rev. W. J. Barkwell, of West Toronto
Junction, is a specimen: ‘‘ Accept congratula-
tion on_your successful effort to meet the need
of our interesting youn, people. Onward is a
superlative gem and fills the hill to a nicety.
Such a bright, spicy paper, so vigorous and
progressive and so who esomely religious, can-
not%mt ppetize while it satisfi ay it have
a wide circulation,  Our order of seventy-five
copies has been eagerly devoured and will have
to be increased to one hundred,”

These letters are a great encouragement, We
shall spare no effort to make Onward as good
as we know how. We want to be in every way
helpful to our young friends, and especially to
be religiously helpful. We esteem it a great
privilege to be brought into weekly fellowship
with so many thousands of the bright young
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spirits of our country. We feel it also to be a
great responsibility. We covet for Unward the
position of a friend and counsellor and guide,
that will religiously uplift and inspire with
loftiest hopes and purposes its readers. We
ask their sympathy, their prayers, their help.

For the low price of a cent a copy we know
no such good value in any paper in the world.
Give it a three months’ trial.

T ———
Book Notice.

Honda the Samurai. By Rev. WiLLiam Fruior
Grirvis, D.D., author of ““The Mikado's
Empire,” ete. With Illustrations and Illumi-
nated Cover, P,_P- 390. Boston and Chicago:
Congregational day-school and Publishing
Society. Toronto: William Briggs. Price,
$1.50.

Though there are many books about Japan,
very few of them are written from an inside
point of view. Itis only now and then that
one of our own tongue can be found who is
familiar h with Jap t and
ways of thin‘lng to translate them for us.
The author of this book is one of these excep-
tions. He is the only living American who saw
the Japanese feudal system in operation, and
who witnessed its downfall and formal burial.
He lived in a daimio’s capital, and as an or?n-
izer of a large school on the American method
for Samurai young men, he became acquainted
with hund of and their fathers when
they wore the two swords and flowing dress
with coats-of-arms which marked their class.
Living for months under the shadow of a feudal
castle, and not seeing a soul but Japanese, he
became thoroughly familiar with the wonderful
and curious customs of feudalism in that country,
the life of its merchants, farmers, soldiers, fish-
ermen, mechanics, high lords and ladies, beg-
gars and stree. charscters of all sorts. How
well he used his oppcrtunities and how keen
were his observations are manifest in the story
of ““HoNpA THE SAMURAL" in which the fiction
bears a subordinate part, merely h-lping to
give a personal interest to political movements
which were really august. Nowhere else in so
small & compass can one get so intelligent a
conception of the canses wh%ch led to the revo-
lution which has led Japan out of barbarism
into civilization,

S

WE promised to increase the pages ~f the
BanNER from 32 to 36, and we are moic than
keeping our word., The present number con-
tains 53 pages, and we think the mechanical
arpecrnnce and other qualities indicate gener-
ally a very marked advance. We are glad to
know that a grand public meeting is to be held
in Toronto, on March 2nd, the anniversary of
the death of John Wesley, we hope similar
meetings will be held in all our cities,

Opening and Closing Services.
FIRST QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.

I Responsive Sentences.
Supt. 1 was glad when they said unto
Le* us go into tgc house of thlyLord. .
School. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem;
they shall prosper that love thee,

Supt. Peace be within thy walls, an ! pros-
perity within thy palaces, ’

School. For my brethren and companions’
sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee,

Supt. Because of the house of the Lord
God f‘will seek thy good. 2 ve

11 Singing,
III. Prayer.
IV. Reading Scripture lesson,

LESSON SERVICE.

L Class Study of the Lesson,
1L Singing Lesson Hymn,
IIL Recitation of Title, Golden T
line, Ir:d Doctrinal Suggestion by tho.m
concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Leason,
by Pastor or Snporintrnl:iunt.

V. Tle Supplemental Lesson,

VL. Announcements (especially of
service, and mk~ovcnl(ng pnyo{mmm

CLOSING SERVIOE,

L Singing.
IL. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. The Lord bless thee, and keep thee,

School. The Lord make his face to shine
thee, and be gracious unto thee, i

Supt. The Lord lift up his tenance upon
thee, and give thee pe‘:go. _ =

IIL. Dismission,

APOSTLES' CREED,
I believe in God the Father h
of heaven and earth ; and in JAol:ll. C'I{x:um
only Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, tiud, and
buried ; the third day He rose from the dead H
He ascended into heavén, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
gan‘;::.go shall come to judge the q:{ok and
e

I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the Hol .
olic Church; the oou{munlon ol‘ld:l’l?‘:‘
miunen of sins; the resurrection of the

y ; and the life everlasting. Amen,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE [ESSONS.

FIRST QUARTER :
B. C. 895.) LESSON IX.

STUDIES CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL.
THE SHUNAMMITE’S SON.

[March 1.

GOLDEN TEXT. The Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them. Join 5. 21,

Authorized Version,
2 Kings 4. 25«37,  [Commit to memory verses
32-34.)

25 8o she vent and came unto the man of God
to moun® Cur'mel.  And it came to pass, when the
man of God saw her afur off, that he suid to Ge ha'zi
his servant. Beho!d, yonder is that Shu’num-mite :

26 Run now, I pray thee, to meot her, and say
unto her, /s it well with thee? is i well with thy
husband 1 s i¢ well with the child? And she an-
swered, /¢ is well.

27 And when she came to,the man of God to the
hill, she ciught him by the feet: but Ge-ha'zi
eame near to thrust her away, And the man of God
said, Let her alone; for her soul ia vexed within
her: and the Lonrp hath 1id 4¢ from me, and hath
not told me.

28 Then she said, Did I desire a son of my lord !
did T nat say, Do not deccive me ?

29 Tien he said to Ge-lw'zi, Gird up thy loins,
and tuke my statf in thine ha'd, and go thy way :
if thou meet any man, salute him not: and if any
salute thee, answer him not again : and lay my stuit
upon the fice of the child.

80 And the mother of the child said, Asthe Lorn
liveth, und as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thi e,
And he arose, and followed her.

81 And Ge-ha'zi passed on before them, and Juid
the staff upon the fuce of the child ; but there was

ncither voice, 1or hearing. Wherefore he went |

again to meet him, and told him,
is not awaked.

82. And when E-li'sha was coma into the house,
behold, the child was dead, and luid upon hix bed.

83 He went in therefore, and shut the do r upon
them twain, and prayed unto the Loup.

34 And he went up, and lu upon the child, and
put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon
cyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he
stretched himself upon the child ; and the flesh of
the child waxed warm.

85 Then he returned, an | walked in the house ¢
and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon
him : and the child sneezed seven times, and the
child opened his eyes,

86 And he called Ge-ha'zi, anl said, Cull this
Shu'nam-mite. 8o he called her. And'when she
was come in unto him, he said, Tak. up thy son,

87 Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and
bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son,
an | went ou*,

saying, The child

Revised Version.

8o she went, and came unt the man of God
to mount Carmel.  And it came to pass, when
the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to
Ge-hu'zi his servant, Behold, yonder isx the
26 Shu’'nam-mite : run, I pray the, now to meet

her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? in
it well with thy hushand? is it well with the
27 child? And she answered, It is well. And
when she came to the man of God to the hill,
she caught holl of his fuet. And Ge-ha'zi came
near to thrust her away ; but the man of God
said, Let her alone: for her soul is vexed
within her; and the Loro hath hid it from me,
23 and hathi not told me. Then she said, Did 1
desire a son of my lord ? did I not sag, Do not
29 deceive me? Then he said to Ge-hu'zi, Gird up
thy loins, and tike my staff in thine hand, and
g0 thy way : if thou meet any man, salute him
not; and if any salute thec, answer him not
again: and liyy my staff upon the face of the
30 child,  And the mother of the child said, As the
Lorp liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not
leave thee. And he arose, and followe! her.
31 And Ge-ha'zi passed on before them, and laid
the staff upon the fuce of the child; but there
was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he
returned to meet him, and told him, saying.
82 The child is not awaked. Anl when E-li'she
was eome into the hou-e, behiold, the child was
83 deal, and laid upon his bed. He went in there-
fore, anl«iut the door uron t em twain, and
34 prayed unto the Lowp. And he went up, and
lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon iis
mouth, and his eyces upon his eyes, and his
hands upon his hands: and he stretehed himself
upon him; and the flesh of the ehild waxed
85 warm.  ‘Then he rcturned, and wa'ked in the
house onde to and fro; and went up, and
stretehed  himself upon him: and the child
sneezed seven times, and the child opened his
36 eyes. And he calied Ge-ha'zi, and said, Call
this Siu'nam-mite. 8o he called her, And
when she was come in unto him, he said, Take
87 1vp thy son.  Then she went in, and fel) at Lis
f et, and bowed herselt to the ground; and she
took up her son, and went out.

25

TIME. —About B.C. 895. PLACE.—Mount
Curmel and the home of the Shunammite.
RULERS.—8ame a8 before, DOCTRINAL
SUGGESTION.—The power of prayer,

HOME READINGS.
A The Shunammite’s son. 2 Kings 4. 25-30.
Tu. The Shunammite's son. 2 Kings 4. 31-37.
W. Reward of hospitality. 2 Kings 4. 8-17,
Th. The calamity. 2 Kings 4. 18-24,
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F. Raising the widow's son, Luke 7. 11-15.
8. Power of fuith and prayer. Matt. 17. 14-21,
8. Our hope, 1 Thess. 4. 18-18,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 108, New Canadian Hymnal,
Lord, I despair myself to heal.
No. 147, New Canadian Hymnal.
God kindly keepeth those he loves.
No. 149, New Canadian Hymnal.
Iheard the voice of Jesus say.
DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos. 252, 256, 260,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Mother, v. 25-28,

How far did the Shunammite woman come to
Mount Carmel ?

What was the name of the man of God !

What is shown by the question thut Elisha sent
Gehazi to ask !

Did the Shunammite woman attempt to deccive
Gehazi by her answer, * It is well 1"

Why did she persist in secing Elisha personally

Whut do we leurn from Elisha’s words, * The
Lord bath hid it from me ? "

What evidence of profound gricf is to be found in
her words und actions?
2. The Servant, v. 20-31.

Why did the prophet tell his servant to “gird
up 'Il

What did the staff of a proplet typify ¢

What reasons may there have Leen for omitiing
salutations on the road?

What might be expeeted if the prophet’s staff was
laid on the face of thie ehild

What did the childless mother say in her
anguish ¢

What was the result of Gehuzi’s mission ?

Did the phrase * awake " used by Gehazi mean
that he thought the child was not dead
3. The Child, v. 32-37,

Where wus the child ¢

What did Eli-ha do first ¢

What did he do next?

Why did prayer precede the efforts he made for
the restorution of the child’s life?

Why did he make any effort after he had prayed?

When we pruy for the recovery of our sick friends,
should we make any effort also?

What probable reason liad Elisha to remit his
efforts and walk *“to and fro ¢
: What indication did the child give of returning
ife?

What spirituul lessons may be leurned trom unis
incident ¢

Practical Teachings.
Wherein does this lesson teuch—
1. That sympathy in trouble is a universul need ¢
2. Thut true friendsbhip bears our burdens !
3. That God's business runks first #
4. That formal Christiunity is ineffictive ?
5, Thut prayer should not dispense with lubor ¢
6. That God works by the use of means !

Hints for Home Study.

Find illustrations in other biblieul incidents und
teuchings of the unusual features of this nurrative :

1. The use of an article which had touched the
miracle-worker’s person (like a staff or handker-
chief) to work a mirucle.

2. The wearisome length of Oriental salutations,

8. The abrupt commund of Elisha to avoid
courtesies,

4. Gehazi's officiousness in tirusting the be-
reaved woman aside.

5. Elisha’s use of means in conjunction with Lis
prayer,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1. The Mother, v. 25-28.

What journey did this mother make, und why ¢

Who saw her while yet a long wuy offt

What did Elisha say to his servaut !

What was the mother’s answer

What did she do wl.en she met Elishal

What did Gehazi attempt to do?

What did Elisha say

What question did the woman ask ¢
2. The Servant, v. 29-31,

What four tiings was the servant told to dof

What two things was he not to do ¢

What did the mother say ?

What did Elishado?

When the servant laid his staff on the child’s
face, what happened

What report did Gehazi bear to Elisha?
3. The Child, v. 32-37,

In what state did Elisha find the child?

What was his first act when he came to the
liouse ¢

What did he then do to the child ¢t

What was the effect on the child !

What did the prophet do ¢

What was the effect of his sceond visit to the
child ?

Whom did he then summon ¢

What did he say to the mother?

‘What did the mother do ?

Who alone can raise the dead ¥ (GoLoex Texr,)

Teachings of the Le:
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The duty of (rusting God when in trouble ¢
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2. The duty of praying when in trouble?
3. The power of God to help us in trouble ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find a case where Elijah brought a deud child to
life.
Find a case where Jesus gave directions some-
what like these which Elisha here gives to Gehazi.
Find cases where the touching of garments was
sufficient to perform cures,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What was the prophet Elisha often called ?
“¢ The man of God.”

‘Who came to him one day at Mount Carmel? A
woman in trouble.

Did Elisha know her?
friend.

What was her troubl:?  Her only child had
just died.

Why did she go to Elisha? She thought God
would tell him what to do.

What did FElisha tell his servant to do?
take his staff and lay it upon the child.

Did this satisfy the mother! Noj she
wanted Elisha to go.

What did Elisha d'? He followed her to
her home,

Yes; she was his

To

Hud the prophet's staff hrought the child to life?
Noj the little boy was dead.

Who went into the room with the deid child?
Elisha.

To whom did he pray ! To the Lord.

What else did he do? He lay down upon
the child.

What came back to the child ¢
body.

Who was then ecalled into the room? The
mother.

What did she do when she saw the boy alive}
She fell at Elisha’s feet.

What did the Shunammite find ?
well to serve God.

The life of the

That it is

Words with Little People.
A LIVING GOD,

People whio believe that God is really alive, ani
knows all that they do, and cares about all their
troubles, are happy people, for they know they
have a Friend to help them in every time of need.

The Shunammite who believed this showed her
faith by going to the prophet.

If we believe it, we can show our faith ly going
to Jusus, our great Prophet and King.

Whisper Motto.
‘¢ Jesus is the Life,”

General Statement,

The 1yal worshipers of J-hovah must have soon recognized how widely Elisha differed from Elijah.
He was far gentler and more domestic in charucter than his predecessor, God wrought wonderful mira-
cles by his hand, but his greatest work was neither in miracles nor in predictions, but in organizing and
instructing the scattered people of God. Up and down the lund he traveled, vigilant and incessant in

endeavors to build up Jehovah’s cause. In many a home, rich and poor, he was the most weleomed and
honored of guests. Our lesson gives us a glimpse into the mansion of a wealthy lady of Shunem, a town
on the slope of Little Iermon, and overlooking the pluin of Esdraelon. This lady frequently entertuined
Elisha, and had provided for him a special chamber in her home. She had but one child, given 1o her
in answer to the prophet’s prayer.  Onc day in mid-summerthis little boy, grown large enough to play in
the harvest-ficl.l among the reapers, rcecived a sun-stroke and died. His mother laid him on the proph-
et's bed, and hastined ncross the pliin to the foot of Mount Carmel in search of * the man of God."
Elisha rcad her sorrow in her fuce, an/| heard it in her first words, and sent his servant forward with his
staff'to lay it on the dead child’s fuce. Soon the prophet followed, and poured forth his mighty prayer,
In the intensity of hix fee'ing he laid his face on the cold fice of the dead, lip to lip, brow t» brow, The
fle<h grew warm, convulsive motion cume, the cycs opened, and 1fe returned at the pro het's call. In
this miracle ix il strated the divire working by which the soul is brought from the depths of sin to the
life of righteousness,  God’s gnodness, God's power, and God’s truth are the promincnt points in the
story.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 25. The man of God. “ God’s man,”
Elisha, who at this time was pre-eminently the
prophet of Israel. Mount Carmel. A rocky
range which crosses Palestine from east to west,
south of the plain ot Esdrael The Sk i
erossed the plain and rode about sixtecn miles in
order to reach Elisha’s home. The twenty-fourth
verse enables usto reproduce t'ie scene, The wom-
en wrapped in Oriental dropery riding on a don-
key, while a slave behin | runs at full speed, shou'-

ing and prodding the donkey with a goad, Saw
her afar off. His home on the mountain-side
gave him a view of the plain, He knew that this
unusual gallop (for it wus neither * new moon"
nor “Suobath,” verse 23) had a d.ep meaning.
Gehazi. Elisha's attendant. A small-gouled, dis-
loyal man, who turned from the heritage of his mas-
ter's spirit and gt in its stead some gold, some rich
rohes, leprosy, and a name of infamy. (1) How
many throw away spiritual privileges for the sake
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of worldly gain, and lose both Shunammite.
A resident of Shunem, The name of this woman is
not known,

26. Run now. This direction shows Elixha's
esteem for the woman, 1Is it well? A conven-
tional Hebrew salutation. Turned into modern
English the question would be, ** How are you, and
how are your husband and son " Aund the answer
would be, * Pretty well, thank you." There wasno
effort on the part of the Shunammite to deccive.
8he simply dushed uride an untimely courtesy, and
pressed on to the mun of God whom she shught.
He wus the one human being before whom she
could unhurden her heart’s sorrow,

27. The hill. One of the lower hills at the
buse of Carmel. Caught him by the feet, A
thoroughly patural gesture of agony and supplica-
tion. We of the great German and English races
are almost the only human beings that shrink habit-
ually from expressing our decpest felings. To
thrust her away. Gelazi wos both unsympn-
thetic and officious. Let her alone. (2) Only
a strong man can be gentle, The Lord hath hid
it.  Prophets were far from infallible in their
knowledge or judgment. See 2 Sum. 7.8, (3) Sym-
pathy gives insight.

28. Did I desire. Better never to have re-
ceived this cherished boy than that he should be so
soon tuken, Sce verse 16. Do not deceive me ?
At the very hirst the promise had seemed too great
for her to believe it.

29. Gird up thy loins. The lose flowing
robes of the Oriental hive to be confined by the
tighteningof his girdle before he can move rapidly.
It is a8 if one of us said to a messenger, * Put
on your coat and hat, and run.” Take my
stafl. The badge of a prophet, as the scepter is
the emblem of a king and the sword the emblem
of a warrior. Elixha doubtless expected that Lis
servant would have been, undur God, the effective
agent in working this miracle, It wax not a test or
the staff, for the proplet never drcamed that it had
any miraculous power ; it wus rather a test of Gehazi.
Salute him not, Orientul salutations tuke much
time. Not mercly was haste the cause of this cau-
tion ; concentration of purpose is as needful to suc-
oess in religious effort as it is in secular business,

30. As the Lord liveth, ete. A common
form of outh among the Jews. I will not leave
thee. Persist is cl istic of strong de-
sire. A mother’s heart will take no denial, Staves
and servants cannot satisfy this woman, She wants
“the man of God.” He arose, and followed
her. (4) Not a staff of office, but a soul of devotion
and sympathy, is requisite for work in God's cause.

31. Neither voice, nor hearing. (5) The
perfunctory performance of religious duties will save
wneither soul nor body. Went again to meet him.
Gehazi returning met Elisha and the mother on
their way. This part of the story is a good figure

of what happens in every town in the land where
ccclesinstical formality tries to bring dead =ouls to
life and fuils, and evange'ical earnestne-s succeeds,
(6) Symbols are of no use where spirit and power
are absent.

32, 33. When Elisha was come. Their
journey may have taken four or five hours. Shut
the door. Noteven the mother was prosent while
the prophet cilled on G d. Prayed unto the
Lord. Thus had Elijuh done (1 Kings 17. 21);
thus did Peter (Acts 9, 40). But Christ spake e

word and it was done (Mark 5. 41; Luke © 143
John 11, 43). God alone giveth life, temy rul or
spiritual.

34. Lay upon the child. Thep f faith
must be supplemented by personal effor. . (1) Spirit-

ual life comes from personal contact of the living
earnest soul with the dead souls around it. (8) No
man has a vight to pray God for health in days of
sickness except he also works, 1t is as absur.1 to expect
disease to fly before prayer without medicine as to
expect hunger to fly before prayer without bread
and beef. We are to use all means as if thore was
no help in prayer, and we are to pray as if we had
10 means to use.

25. Walked....toand fro. The lying upon
the child and possibly assisting him by exhalation
and inhalation to breathe (treating him much as
persons who have becn drowned are now treated);
the gradually increasing warmth of the body
as life slowly returned; the apparently conse-
quent chill of the prophet, which may have led him
to walk to an fro; the sneezing of the child, all
are very natural episodes of this supernatural act.

36. Take up thy son. 8o Eisha delivered
the risen son to his mother (1 Kings 17. 23); so
di! Jesus (Luke 7. 15); and so does God commit
to us the care of'those whom he lus quickcned to
life that we may nourish and feed them (John 21,
15), Elisha’s brief sentence reminds u< that
success is not voluble. A sham prophet who
had tried and failed would have made a speech an
hour long to explain his failure, This man’s love
wax shown by his work, and since he restores the
child to its mother, he can well spare adjectives,

37. The pathos and brevity of this verse malie
it one of the most beautiful in the entire word of
God. Bishop Ha'l thus quaintly compares Israel's
two greuat prophets : * Both of them divided the
waters of the Jordan, the one as his last act, the
other as his first.  Elijah rebuked Ahub to his fuce §
Elisha, Jehoram. Eljuh supp'ied the drought of
Isruel by rain from heaven ; Elisha supplied the
drought of the three kings by waters gushing out
of the carth. Elijah increased the oil of the Surep-
tan ; Elisha i d the oil of the prophet's wilow,
E'ijah raised from death the Sureptan’s son ; Elisha,
the Shunammite’s, Both of them had one mantle,
one spirit ; both of them climbed up one Carmel,
one heaven.”
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CAMBRIDGE NOTES.
BY REV. JAMES HOPE MOULTON, M.A.
This boautiful story brings before us & woman of | Gehazi's unseasonable care fur his master's dignity

very marked character, who had achieved a posi-

tion such as women could scldom attain, In his

Jjourncys between Sumariu and Carmel Elisha was

constantly passing by the dwelling where she and

her elderly husband lived on the'r broad acres among
their brethren, with only one sorrow to mar the
contentment of their peaceful days. In her wealth

she entertained Elisha with generosity which to a

prophet’s mind would recall the equally gencrous

hospitality of Zarephath, to be rewarded now by
the same divine gift of joy out of sorrow. IHe
grants her a boon, but she needs no tamporal gift,
and the one thing sle lungs for is too great to ask,
too great almost for belief wl.en given. And now
the precious gift lias been snatched away by the
flerce blaze of the morning sun. The mother lays
the boy in the room hallowed by the prophet’s ex-
clusive use, and, with no word of explanation to
the unsuspecting f.ther, hurries to him who could
help her even now,
Verse 25. Went. Riding on an uss, with a
servant running by the side to guide the beast.
Comp. 2 8am. 15. 1; 1 Kings 1. 5, The journey
would take five or six hours, It lad evidently
been made often befure, as verse 23 suggests, The
prophets, especially in the kingdom of Isrucl, seem
to have freely undertaken the conduet of sacrificial
and other ceremonies, by virtue of the peeuliar in-
spiration which culled them to their office, Mount
Carmel. 1t is fuir to assume that the seene of
Baal's discomfiture Lefore Jehovah was made a
center of worship under Elijal’s successor. Afar
off.  'Wo may imugine Elisha on some hilltop in
the Carmel range, looking ulong th:e lonely road to
desery thoxe who came to seek him. The welcome
of the man of God reminds us of our Lord’s picture
of God’s welcome to the sceker (Luke 15, 20); note
that where the servant sends another with his
greeting, the Master comes himself. Gehazi.
See the third lesson this month, Shunmammite.
Shunem wax in the plain of Jezreel, in the terri-
tory of Issuchar (Josh. 19, 18). The beautiful
Abishag came from this place, and this not very
startling coincidence originatcd a Jewish tradition
that Elisha's friend was Abishag’s sister. Chro-
nology was not a forte of the Jews, or they migi.t
have been surprised at two sisters flourishing at an
interval of more than u century !

26. Well. lcbrew “peace.” Elisha seews
to have felt that something must be wrong.
Tho woman’s answer, us in verse 23, is meant to
waive further inquiry, but we may fairly read into
it the assurance that God would not mock her with
such a gift, only to snateh it away,

27. Feet, Comp. Muatt. 18, 29, and 28. 9,

is more than once paralleled in the lifo of Christ 3
for example, Matt. 19, 13, sg. ; 20, 31. Her sou)
is bitter, Iebrew. Comp. Ruth 1. 20 ; Job 3, 20,
cte.  With Elisha’s lack of insight ut the first we
may compare Nathan’s encouragements of David
when he wished to build a templo (2 Sam, 7. 38,
82.).

28. Deceive. A milder word than in verse
16. It has been most prosaicully assumed that
these words conclude a full narrative of her trouble,
But it is surely clear that the hint is sutficient te
quicken the prophet’s insight ; the whole scene is
before him in a moment,

29, Gird. The long robe of un Oriental makes
rapid movement impossiblo until it is tucked up in
the girdle, The phrase becomes a general one for
cnergetie action of any kind j for example, Job, 88,
3. Staff, Perhaps the beet explanation of this is
to see here an example of the Spirit’s gradual pos-
session of the prophet's roul. Comp, chap. 3. 15,
The greatest prophet perhaps in Scripture story,
St. Puul, confessed that sometimes he spoke as a
man (1 Cor. 7. 6; 12, 25). Here we see Elisha ut
first entirely as other men. With the ery of the
mother comes the first impulse of the Spirit on him,
and he knows all.  But he thinks that power may
come from the staff his hand Las grasped, and he
only gradually learns that death is not to be con-
quered but by a protructed struggle. Elijah, more
fully possessed by the Spirit, raised the widow's
son after a briefer effort; Peter (Acts 9. 40) and
Paul (Acts 20. 10), in the fullness of the Pentecostal
grace, could raisc the dead after a prayer or o
moment’s embrace without visible prayer; while
the prophet who was God as well as man spoke
but two words of power, and prayed only to give
thanks (Mark 5. 41; Luke 7. 14; John11. 41-48),
Salute . . .« not. Comp. Luke 10, 4. It is not the
mere ** peace to thee " which is meant, but the pro-
longed ceremonial of the leisurely East, often de-
tuining perfect strangers for over half an hour.
Refusal to tarry would be at once understood.

30, The mother—there is a puthetio touch in
repeating that title—cannot trust herself out of the
presence of him who in God’s name had bestowed
and would restore. She may well have doubted
the efficacy of Elisha's staff in the hands of one
who showed so little of Elislia’s spirit.  As Jee
hovah.  Comp. chap. 2. 2, and note. Fole
lowed. Clearly at once. The child died at
noon, and it would be nearly sunset when she
reached Elisha, They must therefore have been
traveling through most of that summer night,

guided apparently by tlie moonlight, Comp. verse
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23. Nothing short of such aneed could strengthen
a woman for an effort so extraordinary.

31. Neither voice, nor attention, Icbrew.
The cecurrence «f the same phiase in 1 Kings 18,
20, heightens the picture of the * dead god,” whom
no prophet’s ery will wake from deeper death than
that which here flees at the prayer of the living Je-
hovah’s prophet. Awaked., Comp. Dan, 12. 2,
ete., for this universal metaphor, which seems to
witness the universality of mun’s dim hopes thut
there will be awakening.

32. The verse certainly nced not do more than
simply present the picture that met Elisha's eyes,
He may have still cherislied some hope that the
boy might huve revived since Gehazi left, and
those who think so detect often a trace of relue-
tance to follow the mother to Shuncm. But it is
more likely that le realized the failure when Ge-
hazi returned.

33. From this point the stry closcly follows
that of Elijul’s miracle (1 Kings 17, 21, &¢.), with
the striking difference already noticed, It was
charueteristic of Elisha to lean cn his master’s ex-
umple wherever similar circumstances confronted
him. Shut the door. The prescription of our
Lord himself for the most intensely carnest prayer
(Matt. 6. 6). Comp. also verse 4.

31. Went up. Comp. Psa, 132, 3, suggesting
a high bedstead. The manner of the miracle is the
transference of tho prophet's superabundant life to
the dead ehild.

35. In the house. Piobubly in the same
room. The action shows us how all his physicul
and mental forces were strained in this great strug-
gle. Sneezed. The margin makes fur better
sense, especially in the contrast of Elisha's seven-
told embrace with Elijal’s three. But beyond the
LXX. there seems hardly enough authority.

36. Take up. Comp. Luke 7. 15,

37. Fell. Comp, Luke 5, 8, ete. It was a
motion of worship paid through the instrument to
the God whom he served.

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. Can any reason be assigned for
the comparatively large number of miracles in the
epoch of Elijah and Elisha ?

This epoch was a period of extruordinary wicked-
uess and hardness. It was the nge of Ahab, Jeze-
bel, Abaziuh, apd their kind.  If ever there was a
time in lsrael’s history when the divine messenger
needed divine indorsement, this was such a time,
The people of God, weakened by sin, were in dan-
ger of being overcome by nations which were idol-
atrous. Monotheism was jeopardized as perhups
never before, and according to his custom in such
emergencies the one true God cume to the help of
his imperiled cause by an extraordinary display of

! miraculous power— Revo, Henry Tuckley, Lexington,
Ky,
| Ahab und Jezobel had prohibited the worship of
Jeliovah and substituted the grossest idolatry, in
which murder and licenti were | d
| religious rites, In such spiritual darkness and
| degradation tiicre was a need of special manifesta-
tion of divine power to convinco the people of
their sin and to restore their faith in the one true
| God, The miracles wrought by Elijuh and Elisha
furnished the clearest evidence that Jchovah was
God. The work of Moses could not have been
dore without similar supernatural manifestations,
Jesus also used miracles as signs of his power and
character.— Rev, J. 8. Davis, B.D., Milwaukee, Wis.

In this epoch idolutry was every-where counte=
nanced aud practiced, Jehovah wus ignored save
by a few obscure worshipers. The high places
recked with corruptions, Elijah and Elisha stood
forth to avenge the righteousness of God. An
cffective agency must have divine sanction and
be charged with omnipotence. Ience, to these
prophets was given power to work many striking
mirucles, that the wicked might be dismayed and
overthrown, the righteous encouraged and exalted,
and the mighty and holy One of Israel duly hon-
ored.—Rev. Fred Harrison Knight,

Tsrael had grown prosperous as well as populous.
Her intercourse with other, peoples had strengthi-
ened her financial condition at the expense of
the loss of ler churacter. She had imitated
their methods und corruptions and absorbed their
idolutry., The worship of Jehovah was at a low
¢bb, while that of Baal and other gods was at flood-
tide. In the sweep of this idolatry nuture hud be-
come supreme, and it was therefore necessary that
the God *“that answereth by fire” should manifest
himself. It was n time for object-lessons rather
than verbul instruction.—Rev, George 8. Butters,
Newtonville, Mass,

The public worship of Jehovah, more or less
prostituted under Jeroboamn, had taken a decidedly
idolatrous turn under Omri (1 Kings 16, 25, 26),
and under the furious and licentious (2 Kings 9.
22) Jez:bel the adulterous Phenician worship had
been established ona grand scale, The court of
Abab was poliuted with idolatry. Sanctuarics to
Baal and Ashtoreth and other divinities were es-
tablished and numerous priests appointed and fed
at the royal table (1 Kings 18, 19, and 16. 83;
2 Kings 10. 26-28). Hitter persecution of the
prophets followed (1 Kings 18, 4; 13. 22, and 19,
10, 14; 2 Kings 9. 7). The worship of the true
God wus endangered. The crisis demunded a re-
former like Elijah, He rtool up alone against the
tide. It was necessary that the faith of the nation
in Jehovah ns against pagan gods should Le re-
vived, God must not be turned out from his
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chosen people. His right must be reas-erted. This
could only be done by actual demonstration.
Heuce Elijuh precipitated the contest, and miracles
were multiplied as the result.—0. A, Houghton,
D.D., Auburn, N. Y.

Analytical and Biblicai Outline.
A Godly Mother.

I. Her Sociar Position,
A great woman, 2 Kings 4. 8,
** Not many mighty, not many noble.” 1 Cor,
1. 26.

“ Huve ¥oooorulers, .. believed 2 John |
el : i | Elisha notices, ** Why, it is that Shunammite wom-

| an!  What does she want, T wonder ! "

7. 48,
1. Her Revierovs Seinir,
Neither new moon nor Sabbath. 2 Kings 4. 22, 23,
“ Worship toward thy holy temple,” Psa T
‘ Not forsaking the assemblinz.” Heb. 10, 23,
III. Hex SpirituaL DiscrryMENT.
An holy man of God. v. 9.
‘ They took knowledge of them.” Acts 4. 13,
‘‘Shine as lights in the world.” Phil. 2. 15,
1V, Her HosprraLity,
1. Constrained kim to eat. v. 8.
‘' Bome have entertained angels.” 1eh, 13, 2,
2. Make a little chamber. v. 10,
‘Yo have done it un‘o me,” Matt, 25, 40,
V. Her Homturry,
7 dwell among mine own people. v.
‘“Be clothed with humility,” Pet. o
‘ Be content with,,..ye have.” Heb, 13, 5.
VI. Her Farrn,
I will not leave thee. v. 30,
** Custing all your care upon him.” 1 Pe
** Cast thy burden upon the Lorl.” Pxa, 5

Thoughts for Young People.

Godly Womanhood.

The Shunammite woman, portrayed by the sacred
penman, stands forth as a model.

1. She-was * rich toward God"—generous to-
wurd his cause and helpful toward his workers.

2. She was eonsistent, and by her religion made
her daily domestic life helpful and gracious. God
was enshrined at her hearth as really as in the tem-
ple at Jerusalem,

3. She was ** strong-minded.” Burdened with
the cares of wifehood and motherhood, her life is
nevertheloss instinet with a force which is felt in
all directions, She is not ‘“swamped " by domes-
tic carcs, but *“ nobly planncd,” she warns, coun-
sels, and eommands,

4. She was humble, and not ambitious of great
tiings. If she had desired worldly glory Elisha

©ould have secured it for her, but her heart's home
was in 8} , and she wel d God's gift and |
Joved her chiid,

[March 1.

| B4 Shewas an attendant upon the means of grace,
| going regulurly to worship among Gol's people.
6. In her troubles she sought the “man of
God.”
7. She had strong faith, and believed that God
could bring back her child from the dead.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Elisha is looking off from Carmel. He sees an
object down in the roud. It is something moving.
It resolves itselfinto a young man driving an ass,
und on the ass is seated a woman,

*“ Somehody who seems to be in a great hurry,"

He cries out to his servant Gehazi. 1le bids Lim
run and find out if it be well with her and her
husband and her child.  To all this she responds,
It s well,”

What ! can she reca!l a certain little chamber on
the wall at home, a room now closed and shuded,

| think of the eold, white, still face of her bay on the
| bed, and say, “It is well 2"

She Jdoes say it to the servant, and then alighting
from lier ass she hurries to his master, throws her-
self upon the ground, and convulsivily grasps his
feet. O, the heavy burden of her trouble bowing
hier down ! The officious Gehazi, who knows when
not to do a thing, steps up t» her and would shove
her away,

‘*Let her alone ! " cries his moro sagacious mus-
ter. Ihs sharp eye recognizes the fuct of some
trouble. What it may be he cannot say. God hides
it from the prophet, but it is a reality. Hunds off,
Gehazi !

Almost ina word she tells licr story :

“Did I desire a son of mylord# did I not say,
Do not deceive me ? " she asks,

Instantly Elisha thinks, * What! that boy dead 1"

Looking afur he can see the white, cold, silent
boy-face. And this mother at his feet is all broken
up by trouble like the great rea beyond Carmel,
when the storm-winds plow it up. Gehazi wants
somnething to do, so Elisha gives it to him, Let
Gehazi take Elisha's staff, go striightway, turn
neither to the right nor to the left, speak to no one,
and reaching that dead boy lay this staff on his
fuce. Gehazi has gone, but that does not satisfy tho
woman, She wants the man who did not repulse her
and drive her from his feet, which in her agony she
clutehed at and held tenacionsly, Only Elisha can

satisfy her. 8he mounts ler ass. Tho young
servant urges it off. Elisha follows, That Gehazi
is some way ahead. Ile may say, * What good will
this old stick do?” but he grips it und moves o::.

*“Hail, Gehazi ! xome one may cry, but Gehazi
is dumb,

* What aileth thee, Gehazi 1" another may shout,
but Gehazi is deaf. Holding cn to that staff he
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travels persistently, gains the Shunammite’s door,
goes within the house, enters the chumber of death,
and lays the stuff on the face of the chill. Gehazi
looks curiously down.

“1 knew as much ! does he mutter?

There is no more response to that touch than if
Gehazi had laid on the child his flabby, unsympa-
thetic, covetous hand, All in vain! Elisha’s staff,
but borne by Gehazi,

Elisha has come.

He wearily climbs the stair-way. Iow oft he had
gone ov: r those steps, but never on such an errand.
He softly opens the door, enters with hushed fuet,
and then carefully closes the door again, Alone
with that dead boy! How his heart must throb in
pain! Alone with the dead ? O, One otheris there!
Elisha is shut in with Elisha's God. Ilis soul
agonizes before that great, pitying Father. And
then he lays himself upon the chiid. Mouth
touches mouth. Eyes are pressing c Hands
have clasped hands, Ile stretehes himsclf upon the
boy, as of the very heat of his vitality he would
empty himself, | ress it upon and foree it into that
cold form. And what? 1Is that a wave of warmth
that thrills throuzh the ehild’s body? Elisha goes
away a8 if to renew his force. Ile comes back.
Again he stretches himself upon the child. They
touch mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hand-,
And, hark! Was that a snevze from the child?
Yes ; again and again and again—seven times ! Ile
opens his eyes. Perhaps he smiles. Perhaps he
calls the prophet's name.  But where i that poor,
heart-broken mother? Elisha sumnmons her, points
at the bed, and says, * Take up thy son!” Ter
heart is breaking now for joy. One moment at the
prophet’s fect in gra‘itude, and another she hur-
riedly bears out her child, her durling clasped to
her breast, her own forever.

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM.

Verse 26, ** And she answered, It is well.” In a
time of cholera n mother lost her two children in
one day. When ot night her husband came from
his business in the city, she said to him: “A
friend lent me some jewels, and he now wishes to
roceive them again, What shall Tdo?” * Return
them, by all means,” said her husband, Then slie
led the way to another room and pointed to the
silent forms of their litile children,

Verse 80, ** I will not leave thee,”” A mincr hav-
ing heard the Gospel prenched, dctermined that if
the promise of immediate salvation was indeed true
he would not leave the presence of the minister
till he possessed it. He waited after the meeting,
and said t» the minister: * Didn’t ye say I could
have the blessin’ now?” “Yes, my friend.”

out it.”  And they did pray, wrestling in prayer
until midnight, like Jucob at Peniel, until the
miner received peace. ** I've got it,” he cried, ex-
ultantly, while his fuce reflected the joy within,
The next duy there was an accident in the mines.
The minister hurried to the dying men. The
miner, he knew, was among them. There was
recognition for a moment, and the miner said: “1
don’t mind, for 1've got it—I've got it.” And so
he passed to a royal inlieritance, all hy his beliov-
ing grip on the word * now.”—Canon Wilberforee.

Verse 83. “ Prayed unto the Lord.”” Some one
asked Professor Drummond : ** What place has
prayer for temporal blessings in your system of
natural law in the spiritual world?” The professor
replied by parables : A large, splenlidly equipped
steam-ship sailed from Liverpool to New York, A
boy and girl, passenzers, were playing about the
deck and the boy lost his ball overboarl. He ran
to the captain, shouting, * Stop the ship, my ball
is overboard ! The captain answered, pleasantly,
““No, my boy, Ieannot stop thie ship and all these
people to get a rubber ball.””  The boy went away
grumbling and confided to the little girl that he be~
lieved the captain couldn’t stop the ship. It was
wound up, and had to run night and day, until she
rimn down. A few days later the chillren were
pluying on deck again, when the little g'rl dropped
her doll down into the engine-room, and she, too,
supposed it had gone overboard. She said, “I'll
run and ask the captain to «top the ship and get my
dolly.” “Its no use.” said the boy, * he cannot
do any thing.” But the little girl ran to the cap-
tuin with her appeal. The captain came, peercd
down into the engine-room, an'l secing the doll,
said, ** Wait here a minute.” And while the ship
went right on, he ran down the stair-way and
brought up the doll, to the girl’s delight and the
boy’s amazement, The next duy the ery rang out,
“ Man overboard ! and immediately, by order of
the captain, the great ship stood still until the life
was rescued. THen she steamed on till she reached
New York. When she was anchored the captain
went up town and bought the boy a better ball than
the one he lost. Each of these praycrs was an-
swered, The little girl reccivel her request without
stopping the ship; the boy oy a little waiting re-
ccived his also; and yet, for sufficient rcason, the
ship was stopped by a part of the machinery itself,
not an after-thought, but semething put into the
ship whep it was made.

Verses 84, 85. Elisha used means. Christ used
cluy to cure blindness, and James exhorted that if
any were sick oil was to be used, and with it the
prayers of theelders of the church. Two gentlemen
in a row-boat were discus<ing the comparative value
of fuith and works, They appealed to the oarsman.
He said, “I will name one of my oars Faith, and

4 Then pray wich me, for I'm not goin’ awa’ wi'-

the other Works, Let us see what progress we shall
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make with Faith alone.” The bout went round und
round. Then he tried Works alone, with the same
result. Pulling both together, they flew toward
their haven,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Have the class read the whole story of the Shu-
nammite, beginning with verse 8....Lct the leader
tell, as dramatically us possible, the story of the dead
¢hild, the hot harvest field, tle cry “ My head 1
ete., and then let the e'ass tell the story of the
restoration to life....Make outline-map showiny
8hunem, Samuria, Carmel.... Explain the Oriental
features of the lesson : the proplict’s chamber, the
bed, the staff, salutations, cte....A handy outline:
1. The cager mother. 2, Tie ineffectual cffort,
3. The successful praycr, 4. The restored life. . ..
TheSh ite’s noble el . Boe verses 8,9,
18, 23, 30. Boealso * Thoughts for Young People,”
«o..Spiritual life imparted to souls dexd in sin:
1. By carnest parents. 2. By earncst prayer.
8. By personal contact ; not the staff, but the man,
mouth to mouth, hand to hand. 4. By persistent
cndeavor. This an allegory of a soul’s salvution,
+++.You are, more or less, in God's service. .Are
you Gehazi, with a rophet’s staff in your hands that
you cannot use; or ure you Elisha, with personul
power from personul holiness?. .. .Connection be-
tween faith and life. Duties : to bring our sorrows
at once to God ; to claim God's promise ; to be full of
sympathy for every sorrowing soul, and repulse
noue ; to give thanks for our answered prayers,

References,

Preznan’s Hano-Book, Ver. 26; Formal sulu-
\ation, 836. Ver, 20: The girdle, 314 ; omission
of sulutation, 767. ... Foster's CycLoPEDIA, Prose,
11820, 7045, 7638, 7047, 7643, 7648, 11455, 11457,
11459, 11462, 11464, 11470, 5025-5043 ; Poctical,
1906, Ver. 26: Prose, 1007, 1008, 9787, 9790, 9792
Poetical, 987, 990. Ver. 80: Prose, 9875, 11098,
Ver. 81: Proso, 622-625, Vers, 82-86: Poctical,
8398,

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MAKRTHA VAN MARTER,

Lzsson Trovenr.—Life is God's @i,

Blackboard. Make a great many small squures
1o suggest a city ; one cousiderably larger than the
ethers for the Shunammite's home, Mark off o part
of this for Elisha's room, At a little distance
make Mount Carmcl, where the Shunammite went
to find Elisha,

The Story Told. Elisha was now the great
prophet of Israel. Recall miracles that he had
wrought, and make it clear that God did these won-
derful works through his willing and obedient

[March 1.

scrvant,  Make several smull squares on the board
between Mount Curmel und the city of Shunem,
With erayon in hand, sug.est to the children that
they follow Elisha In one of his journeys through
the lund.  If you can secure a pie ure of the prophet
pin it to the bourd. Truce a line to one of the
suill squares, und tell what Elisha did at this pluce,
Move on to others, telling how he went, with his
scrvart, from one place to another, teaching the law
of the Lord,  When you have brought him to Shu-
nem spuk of the good rich woman who lived
there, und who made a pleasant room in her house
where the tired prophet could rest. 8he did this
because she loved God and wanted to show honor
to his servant. Tell how, through Elisha’s prayer,
a little son was given her as a reward for her kind-
ness,

The children will be interested in the story of
the little boy who went to the ficld one day to see
the reapers at their work, and grew so ill while
there that he bad to be carried homeo to his mother,
where he soon died. Tt will repay the teacher to
study the story until able to present it in a vivid
word-picture.

What did the mother do? She did not cry out
or call ker neighbors, or even tell her husband thut
their little boy was dead,  She believed in Elisha's
God, and she turned ut once toward Elisha to tell
her what to do. Tell how she went in haste, tracing
the way a8 you talk, to Mount Carmel. Tell the
conversation, the short and simple way in which
she mude known her trouble, and the refusal to re-

turn to her home without Elisha. Still another
Jjourney with the chalk, this time without making
any stops, and the prophet enters his own room in
the Shunammite's house, and finds the dead boy
lying on his bed. Could Elisha bring the dead to
life? Noj; but God could, and so Elisha shuts the
door and p:ays that lifo may come back to the
child, and it is done !

Make a circle on the bourd.
| 1f you doubt your ability to
| muke a perfiet one on the

with a bit of string to hely.
| Inside the circle print * Life,”
| Tell the children that cach
life is complete; we can mec
neither the beginning nor the
ending. It is from God, who has always lived,
and who will live forever,

Bhow thut the life of the body, beautiful and
blessed us it may be, is but a little thing compare1
with the life of the spirit.

Can any thing destroy this beautiful life-cirele ¢
Satan is always seeking to break it! Warn agaiuvst
the little ways in which he secks to tempt little
children, and teach carnestly that the only sure
way of keeping the life of the spirit is to be joined
to Jesus,
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Blackboard.

RY J. B. PHIPPS, E8Q.

G[HAZI KNOCKED AND WENT AWAY
ELISHA KNOCKED, PRAYED AND
WAITED, WITH FAITH

NoT ForM, BUT FAITH, PREVAILS

Exrranarion,—The design of the blackboard in
10 try to xhow the renson why Gehazi fiiled and
Flisha succecded in restoring the child to life.  God
in ever merciful, A servant, as well as a prophet,
may ask and reccive divine aid if he comes in the
proper spirit. The door on the board is intended
to represent the entrance to God's merey § ngainst |
1t is leaning the prophet’s staff, as though Gehazi
had gone through the form of knocking with it and
then hurried away beeause the door did not ut once
open. No'ice that the door of divine merey is
never licked, %o that we need no key to unleek it,
In leed, it cannot be opened from without; lvan
strength eannot foree it open i impaticnee cannot
hurry it to oven : end indifference will never cpen
it. YetGod is ol wavs waiting with tender love to-
ward us to open ut the “inock of the sincere sceker,
The mere form of Ling will result in fuilur,
Now Jook at the boa, "t why Elisha sue-
ccede | and Gehazi fuiled,

i MoTigR's | TEROURT
VICTORY. ' TIEN(

1TH

ED F. )
G PPael

FA
ERIN

TIHE TRUSTING TO AN
PROPHET'S {l’.\'\\ ORTIY
MISTAKE. INSTRUMENT.

B.C. 804.) LESSON X.
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NAMAAN HEALED.

GEHAZI'S
FAILURE.

{ FORMAL DUTY.
1 WRONG SPIRIT.

EARNEST PRAYER
DID ALL HE COULD.
WAITED.

[ TRUE FAITII.
ELISHA'S
SUCCESS, I

OPTIONAL WIYMNS,

God huth sent his angels.
There is a Fricnd.

It is well with my soul.
Come unto me,

My Jesus, as thou wilt,
What a friend.

Trusting in his word,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire achool ]

1. Who was dead |
tle son.

2. To whom did she go for help? To the man
of God.

3. What diil Elishasend by Gehazi t» bring the
boy lack to life? His stafl,

4. Did this restore the child ?

5. Whut did Elishado?

6. Did Le stop there?
eflort.

7. What was the result?
boy’s life.

The Shunammite’s lite

It did not.
He prayed.
No 3 he made great

God restored the

CATECHISM QUESTION.

lﬁ. Fow does the Old Testament teach Christi-
anity

‘The Scriptures of the Old Testament were written
hy many holy men, who prophesied that the Christ
was coming, and foretold also what He would suffer
and do an ch.

1 Peter i, 10, il.
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GOLDEN TEXT. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy discases.

Psa, 103,

Authorized Version. {

2 Kings 5. 1-14, [Commit to memory verses :
3, 14.) {

1 Now Na's-man, captain of the host of the king |
of 8yr'i-n, wae a great man with his muster, and |
honorable, beeause by him the Lorp had given de- |
liverance unto Syr'i-a: he wat also a mighty man '
in valor, but he was a leper, !
2 And the 8yr'i-ans had gone out hy compunies, |
and had brought nway captive cut of the land of

1 'ra-el a little ma‘d ; and she waited on Nu's-mau’s |

wife,

3.
Revised Version,

1 Now Na'a-man, captain of the host of the king of
Syr'i-a, was a great man with his master, and
honorable, hecause by him the Lorp had given
vietory unto 8yr'i-a: he was also a mighty man

2 of valor, but ke was aleper. And the Syr'i-ans
had gone out in bands, and had brought away
captive out of the lund of Is'ra-cl a little maid ;

8 and #he wa'ted on Nu'a-man's wife. And she
said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were
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8 And shesaid uito her mistress, Would God my
lord were with the prophet that 4s in Sa-ma'ri-a !
for hie would recover hiu, « f bis leprosy.

4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying,
Thus and thus suid the maid that 4 of the land of
Is'ra-el.

5 And the king of Syr'i-a_said, Go to, go, und 1
will send aletter unto the king of Is'ra-el.  And he
departed, and took with him ten talents of silver,
and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of
raiment,

6 And he brought tie 1 tter to the king of Is'-
ra el, saying, Now wilen this lettcr is come unto
thee, behold, I Liave therewith sent No'n-man my
servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of Lis
leprosy.,

7 And it came to pass, when the king of Is'ra-el
had 1ead the letter, that he rent his clothes, and
said, Am I God, to kill and te nuke live, that this
man doth send unto me to recover a mun of his
leprosy ¢ Wherefore consider, | pruy you, and see
how he secketh a quarrel aguinst re.

8 And it was 0, when E-li'sha the man of God
had heard that the king of Is'ri-cl had rent his
clothes, that he sent to the king, sa ying, Where-
fore hust thou rent thy clothes ¢ let him come now
i:'me, Inud he shall kuow thut there is a propliet in

ru-el,

9 So Na'a-man came with his horses and with
%ial chariot, and stood at the door of the house of
B-1i"sha,

10 And E-li'sha sent « messenger unto him, say=-
ing, Go and wash in Jordan seven tites, und thy
:lenh shall come aguin to thee, and thou shult be

ean,

11 But Nu'a-man wus wroth, and went awuy, and
said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come ‘out to
me, and stand, uid call on the nume of the Lorp his

, and strike his hand over the place, and re-
cover the leper,

12 Are not Ab'a-na and Phar purl_ rivers of Da-

mas’cus, better than ull the waters of Is'ra-el ¢ may
1 not wash in them,and be cleun ? 80 he turned anl
went away in a rage,

18 And his servants eume near, and spake unto
him, and said, My father, i the prophet had bid
thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have
done ¢ # how much rather then, when he saith to
thee, Wash, und be clean ?

14 Then went he down, and dipped himelf xeven
times in Jor'dan, accoruing to the suying of the mun
of God : and his flesh came again like unto the flesh
of a little child, and he was clean.

with the prophet that is in Su-ma'ria! then
4 would he recover him of his leprosy.  And one
went in, and told his lord, suying, Thus a.d
thus said the maid that is of the land of Is'ra~cl,
5 And the king «f 8yr'i-a said, Go to, go, «nd 1
will send a letter unto the king of Is'ra-el,
And he departed, and took with Lim ten talents
of silver, and ~ix tlousand pieces of gold, and
6 ten changes of raiment. And le brought the
letter to the king of Is'ru-cl, suying, And now
when this letier is come unto thee, behold, I
have sent Na'a-man my servant to thee, that
7 thou muyest recover Lim of hLis leprosy. And
it came to pass, when the king of Is'ra-cl had
read the letier, that he rent his clot!ies, and said,
Am I God, to kil and to muke alive, that this
man doth send unto me to recover a man of his
leprosy  but consider, 1 pray you, and sce how
8 he secketh a quarrel aguinst me.  And it was 80,
when E-li'sha the man of God heard that
the king of Is'rael Ll rent his clothes, that
he scnt to the king, saying, Wherefore hast
thou rent thy clohes? It him come now
to me, and ke shall know thut there is o prophet
9in Is'ra-el. So Na's-nun came with his
horses and with his chariots, and stood at the
10 door of the house of E-li'sha, And E-li'sha
sent a messenger unto him, suying, Go and wash
in Jor'dan seven times, aud thy flesh rhall come
11 aguin to thee, und thou shalt be clean, But
Nu'a-man was wroth, und went away, and said,
Behold, I thought, ITe will surely come out to
me, and stand, and call on the nume of the
Loro his God, and wave Lis hand over the place,
12 and recover the leper. Are not Ab'a-nuh and
Plar'pur, the rivers of Da-mas’cus, better than
all the waters of IS'ra-el? may I not wash in
them, and be clean? 8o le turned and went
13 awuy in a rage. And his servants came near,
and spuke unto him, and suid, My futler, if the
prophet had bid thee do some great thing, would-
est thou not have done it? how much rather
then, when lLe saith to thee, Wash, and be
14 clean? Then wont he down, and dipped Zim-
self seven times in Jor'dun, according to the
saying of the man of God : and his flesh came
again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he
wus clean,

TIME.—Not long after the last lesson ; perlaps
B.C. 894, PLACES.—Damascus, Samaria, the
Jordan. RULERS.—1, The King of Syria,
probably Ben-hadad ; 2. The King of Israel, prob-
ably Jehoram.  DOCTRINAL SUGGESe
TION.—The defilemient of sin.

HOME READINGS,

M. Naaman healed. 2 Kings 5, 1-7,
T, Nuaman healed, 2 Kings 5. 8-14,

" Christ's reference to Naaman, Luke4. 21-30,
Th. Neuded by Christ’s touch, Luke 5. 12-17,
A leper's grutitude. Luke 17, 11-10,
Free cleansing, Isa, 55, 1-9,
Prayer for cleansing.  Psa, 51. 10-27,

HYMN,

Jesus, in whom the Godliead’s ruys
Beam forth with mildest majesty
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LESSON WYMNS,

No. 223, New Canadian Hymnal.

Come, my soul, thy suit prepare.
No. 224, New Canadian Hymnal.

My faith looks up to thee.
No. 231, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, happy day that fixed my choice.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos, 132, 129, 72,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Captive Maid, v. 1-4.

What is a captain of the host ?

What does * u great man with his master’” meun!?

What is the meaning of “by whom the Lord
had given deliverance !

Was there ever a | erson whose favorable eireum-
stances might be written down ina long list without
she use of the word “ but?”

How did the Jews regard the lepers?

Whom did the Syrians capture ?

How wus the girl employed?

What wish did she express?

To whom was this wish told ?

2. The Royal Letter, v. 5-8.

What dous ** go to " mean?

How much was this present probably worth?

Why did the King of Syria send a letter to the
King of Israel?

Id the King of Isracl any reason to misunder-
stand the message of the Syrian king?

Who was there in Israel who could do what the
king could not?

3. The Angry Leper, v. 9-13.

Where did Naaman s'and with his Lhorscs and his
chariot and his leprosy ?

Why did Elisha send a messenger, and not ¢ome
out himself !

What was the sen-e of washing in Jordan seven
times, or even once !

Had Naaman reason for Lis anger?

Was his expee:ation of Elisha’s eonduct unrcason-
able?

Wire not Abana tnd Pharpar really better than
the Jordan, and more likely to heal diseased flesh ¢

If Naaman made any mistake in getting angry,
what was his mistake ?

4. The Miraculous Cure, v, 14,
What came as a result of washing in Jordun ?
Of whut spiritual truth is this mirac'c a figure ?

Practical Teachings.
Wherein does this lesson teach—
1. That Provider.ce chooses the right pluce for us ¢
2, That it puys 1o teach children abut God ¢
3, That spiritual ignorance is powerful #
4. That externals are no index to true greatness
5. Tlat the very simplicity of the Gospel is a
stumbling-block to the proud

Hints for Home Study.

1. Ascertain the peculiarities of the Israelitish
law conccrning leprosy.

2. Find what you can concerning captivity and
sluvery in the ancient days,

3. Find a singular legend connected with the
name Naaman,

4. Were prophets usually paid for their miracles ¥

5. Collect illustrations and incidents from the Bi-
ble on the typical meaning of numbers, especiully of
the number “seven,”

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The Captive Maid, v. 1-4.
Of what man of valor does the lesson tell 1
Why was he held in honor by the king?
What affliction was on him?
What captive had the Syriaus taken?
To whom was the maid a scrvant
What did she gay to her mistress about Naaman ¢
What report was borne to Nuamun 1
2. The Royal Letter, v. 5-8
What did the Syrian king say that he would do?
What present did liescnd to the King of Israel 1
What was the letter which was sent?
How was the King of Isracl affected by the letter
What question did he ask ?
What did ke think was the purpose of the letter #
3. The Angry Leper, v. 9-13,
Who heard of the king's distress?
‘What message did he send to the king?
What did Neaman then do?
What message didd Elisha send to him?
[How did Nawman reccive this message !
What did Le expeet Elisha would do?
What did he ask about the rivers of Damascus t
What did his servant say to him {
4. The Miraculous Cure, v. 14,
What did Naaman finally do?
What was the effect on his leprosy ?
Who alone can cure both body and soul? (GoLn-
EN TexT.)
Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson ure we tuught—
1. That a child can serve God
2. That God can lring good out of seeming evil?
3. That God can work great results by small
means ¢

Home Work for Young Bereans.

Read the commands concerning lepers and lep-
rosy given by Moscs,

Find the case of' a boy, captive in a foreign land,
who stood up nobly for God’s cause.

Find the cuse of alittle boy whom God selected to
be his messeng.r.

¥ind as many cases in the New Testament as you
can where mcn in excited feeling rent their clothes.
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

In what army was Nuaman a gencral? In the
Syrian army.

What bad he to make him happy ¥ He was
rich, noble, and beloved.

Was he happy ! Noj3 for he wasa leper. |

What little girl lived in Naaman's house? A
little slave=girl.

From what lund had she becn taken? From
Israel,

What did she tell Naaman's wife one day? That
the prophet in Samaria could cure Naae |
man,

To whom did the King of Syria send Naaman !
To the King of Israel.

What mistake had he made? He thought it
was the king who could cure leprosy,

Who was much troubled by this? The King
of Israel,
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What dicl Elisha do when he heard of it! He
sent for Naaman,

What did he tell him to do? o wash in
Jordan seven times.

Why did this make Naaman angry! He
thought it too small a thing to do.

What happened when he obeyed the prophet
His leprosy was cleansed.

Was it the waters of Jordan that cured him !
Noj; it was the Lord.

Could he have been eured without dippingin Jor-
dan? Noj he had to believe and obey.

Words With Little People.

The leprosy of sin maks ugly #pots upon human
souls, and it will kill the soul if it is not cured,
Where is the Jorbax in which it may be cleansed ?

 What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of 51.-»“5 | id
Whisper Motto.
“ Believe and obey.”

General Statement.

Elisha’s life was one steady forth-putting of divine power,
character, and sometimes excriing miraculous potency.

counstantly affecting men by his firce of
Shortly after the raising of the Shunammite’s son

from the dead Elisha prevented the evil effects of poisonous greens which had been accidentally gath-

ered for food during the dearth or fumine in Gilzal,

with a meager portion of barley loaves and ears of corn,

During the same famine he fed one huadred men
Next comes the story of the miraculous cure of

Naaman’s leprosy, which, perhaps, has been oftener read than any other portion of the Old Tostament.
How eaxy to reproduce it: We see the great captain robed in purple, riding in state through the strects of

Damascus, but pitied by all because of his living death as a
troubled heart. We wateh the p'endid caravan as
e Jordun valley in scarch of health for the Syrian
We behold the terror that whitens the King's eheck, and the ealm and confidenthe havior of the
We watch the procession wind its way between the
and hear hix command to wash in tue Jordan seven times. But the

captive maiden wlich brought tremulous hape to his
it moves over the uplands of Bushan and ncross t'
soldier,
prophet when Ben-hadad's strange letter is read.
hills to the prophet's lowly home,

leper. 'We hear the simple words of the

nobleman has thought out a hetter plan for the miracle than thix, und gives way to passion. Better

counsels, Lowever, prevail. He bathes, and is renewed in flesh and spirit,

Let us read this Oll Testae

ment story in the light of its New Testament teachings concerning the diseases of sin and the divine
Heuler, man’s helplessness and God’s love for every race and individual of mankind,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Naaman. One of the greatcst men of
thie time, but he would never be heard of now but for
thisrceord. (1) How emall and transient s earthly
honor, A Jewish legend identifies Naaman with
the man who drew a bow at a venture and securcd a
deliverance for Syria by slaying Ahab (1 Kings 22,
24).  More likely, from indications on the Assyrian

ts, he gained independ for his country
in an Assyrian war. Captain of the host. Com-
mander-in-chicf. King of Syria. Ben-hadud 11,
8yria was a nation immediately north of Israe!, and
its rival. Great man with his master, A
phrase which, incident lly, points to the fact that
official eminence in the East is due to royal favorit-
ism. Mere we lth or popularity could never of itself
sccure it And honorable, Very rich, The
Lord had given deliverance. It is of interest
to remember that the Lorp stands for the proper

name Jehovah, and that while the Jew who wrote

these words may have looked with characteristie
coatempt on the heathen, he, nevertheless, regarded
Jehovah as the r al deliverer of Syria as well as
Jewry. Mighty man in valor. Personally
brave. e merited his honors, But, “ Every man
has some *but’ in his character,something that blem-
ishes und diminishes him, some alloy 'to his golden
grandeur, xome damp to his roseate joy. He may be
very happy, vry good, but in something or other not
%0 go7d as he should be, nor so happy as he would be,
Naaman was as great as the world could make him,
but ‘he meancst slave in Syria would not have
clianged skins with hin."— Bishop Hall. A leper.
Clearly in 8yria there were no such regulutions of lep-
rosy a8 were enfore:d among the Jews, See Lev., 13,
14, And not improbably tlis leprosy was of a less
malignant type than that most frequently alluded to
in the sacrod writings. (2) Leprosy is a significant
type of sin and spiritual impurity, (8) Naaman's
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greatest migfortune, was about to work out for him
his greatest blessing. It is often so,

2, 3. Syrians had gone out. There was
chronic hostility between Isracl and Syria. By
companies, Litile maranding parties. Brought
away captive. If one doubtsthe steady progress
of the world in virtue and Lumanity, one has only
to spend an hour with history, sacred or profane,
The horrors of antique war were indescribable, and
immeasurably worse than the worst brutality of
modern times, A little maid. A most important
link in all this chain of events was this little girl,
Netice: 1) Her forgiving spirit and generosity toward
those who had wronged her, 2) Herfidelity, even
though her service was forced. 8) Her sympathy, the
most Christ-like of virtues. 4) Her simple faith,
(4) How much good even a child can do ! (5) Trouble
s the door which opens into the roomiest us¢fulness,
She said. How valuable is a well-spoken word |
What if she had not said? Notice: 1) The power of
speech.  2) The power of onein the lowliest social
condition. 8) The power of a child. 4) The
power of God. The prophet that is in Sae
maria, Notthe eapital city ; rather the country to
which it had given its name. Elisha's fame as a
wonder-worker was spreading. (6) God knows the
best place for us. (1) How important are opportuni-
ties to do the most trifling good

4, 5, 6. His lord. Pen-hadad. Go to. Or,
as we would suy, Come now, A letter, Great
cffects come from small causcs, A little girl speaks
8 word of sympathy, and there follow: 1) A royal
letter; 2) an imposing caravan 3 8) alarm at a
foreign court; 4) a great miracle; 5) a consider-
able spiritual change in & 8yrn noble ; and 6) the
widely extended glory of God in that and all later
gencrations. (8) Let us be careful of our words.
Silver....gold....raiment, Treasure which has
been variously estimated at from $20,000 to $60,000,
Orientals are very fond of rich dresses, and they have
in the Eust a sort of standard of va'ue unknown here,
The king of Israel. Probably Jehoram, the
grandson of Ahab, Thou mayest recover
him. Doubtless Ben-hadad had many i

curse to Isracl for years, Ho was a man full of de-
oeit, 8o Jehoram had some reason for his terror.
Elisha the man of God. Ben-hadad was a beg-
gar; Jehoram was a slave; Naaman was worse off
than either; and Elisha is the only king in this.
chapter. Let him come now to me. Ile knew
the might of the Arm on which lie leaned.

9. With his horses and with his chariot.
Seven words of the most vinegary sarcasm. The
rich uniforms, splendid eaparisons, and Oriental
ostentation of this procession were like the holiow
pride and affectation that sometimes surround fu-
nerals in our own land ; in the midst of all was a
leper. (11) Things are not what they seem. The
house of Elisha, Wlere it wae is not known,

10. Elisha sent. There were many reasons for
Elisha’s austerity of manner. The ceremonial law
should be kept by him who was a sort of model
for the rest of the people, and that law forbade per-
sonal communication with lepers, Besides, Elisha
stood for God ; he was “the man of God,” and to a
very peculiar degree he at t' is juncture owed per-
sonal dignity to his divine Master, Go and wash.
A simple command, for God makes no conditions
or compromises with suppliant sinvers. Flesh.
shall come again. In leprosy the flesh deenys
and drops away in running sores, and the cure con-
sists in the renewal of the flesh,

11, 12. Naaman was wroth, He did notlike
to be treuted like a common outcast. (12). Pride
keeps many from eternal life. I thought,. Dr.
Lange says: *“ * I thoughit® is the most mighty of all
mighty things on earth, If it is not the most ruin-
ous of all ruinous things, it is certainly the most
unfortunate of all unfortunate things, ¢I thought '
brought into this world sin and misery and Aoath,
‘I thought’ prevents redemption from sin and desth
in the case of ti ls, These t! I, if tl.ey
perish in their evil opinions, will begin the next life
with ‘Ithought.” The Lord his God. Jclovah
was Elisha’s God; up to date Rimmon wus Naa-
mon’s, Recover the leper. Naaman wanted to
get rid of the leper while prescrving the grandeur

drawing rich saliries at his court, and in their su-
pernatural power he had a good deal of superstitious
faith. But they were not ablo to heal Nagman, His
rival king, Jehoram, was lucky enough, as he sup-
posed, to have a magician able to perform this cure,
and as Ben-hadad’s prophets did as he ordered them
80 fur as they were able, it seemed but the courteous
thing to ask Jehoram to ask his prophet to cure
Noaaman, (9) How little the world can comprehend
the true character of divine power /

7, 8. Rent his clothes, An Oriental gesture
of sorrow cr terror with which Bible-stud are

of the captai Abana and Pharpar. The
Barada and the Awaj, two crvstal streams which
wind in their beauty around Damaseus and contrast
sharply with what Dr. Robinson calls the ** decp,
sluggish, discolored " Jordan, which pours uselessly
through desolate jungles. * But these men look
upon Jordan with Syrian eyes,” says quaint old
Bishop Hall. (18) 7o unsanctified eyes worldly mo-
rality, cold ceremony, and intellectual culture are
more attractive than the simple Gospel of salvation.
Damascus. The capital city of Syria, one of the
oldest towns in the world, roverbiully beautiful m

familiar, (10) Kings have all the troubles of com-
mon men, and more, He seeketh a quarrel.

He honestly supposed that this embassy wus a mere

its ding b d is said in a religi

fienzy to have galloped away from it, saying, * Man
can have butone paradixe, and mine is not on earth,”
Went away in arage. There are plenty of men

protext for a new invasion, Ben-hadad had been a

now living like Naaman,




88

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

[March 8.

13. His servants. Who knew that there was
much of good sense and worth underneath his liot
tomper, (14) Have a little patience with quick-tem-
pered people. How much rather then. Why
ahould any hesitu ¢ to ob ain salvati ni

14. Went he down. From the mountains of

Syria to the valley of the Jordan. Dipped hime
self seven times. Obeyed the commund, pre-
cisely a8 every sinner should do who will be xaved.
A little child. Gone the chalky, clammy flosh: ;
in its place the glowing purity of echildlionl.
Naaman is now a new creature.

OAMBRIDGE NOTES.

The kind-hearted, impulsive soldier whom we
mect to-day is described to us in words, which
hring home with uifique powerthe vanity of carthly
advantages, He was not mercly the commander-in-
chief of a mighty nation’s army, e had been the
hero of a groat national deliverance, and enjoyed,
from king and people, the gratitude and honor which
full to the Washingtons and Nelsons of every age.
Could human wishes sour higher than such a lot?
One day this favored being finds a white spot on his
body which he understands only too well. Itisthe
wentence of death, though years of ever-increasing
wretchedness may delay the oft invoked release.
Where now are riches, lionor, power? Already the
unhappy man had resigned himself to a fate no hu-
man xKill could avert, when help came through a
most unthought of channel, liis own kindness to a
Hebrew slave-girl, His c:se was to be one of those
precious indications that the love of God was wider
than the bounds of cne people, chosen to be the
channel thirough which all mankind should be re-
freslied.  Our Lord fixes «n this as the one great
les-on of Elisha’s life, thie catholie prephet granting
to a Gentile’s fuith what the unbelief of suffercrs in
Israel had never cared to ask.

Verse 1. Jehovah. Written, of course, from
an Israclite point of view., But we may well note
the broad tone of this prophetie narrator, who has
advanced so far beyond the narrow nationalism of
his people that he cun conceive the God of Israel
giving deliverance to Isracl’s constant foe. Vie-
torye The word generally connotes deliverance in
dofensive warfarg, and though this is by no means
«decisive, it seems most natural to refer the oceasion
toth: late incursions of Assyrian forecs into Syria,
Jewi-h tradition, repeated unquestioningly in Jose-
phus’s account of the battle of Ramoth-gilead, as-
# rs that Naaman was the unnanicd archer who
slew Alab. But Jewish identifications are ro nu-
'merous, and ofien 8o obviously ahsurd (see,tor exam-
ple, note on verse 25 of last chapter), that we nee |
give no heed to it. Mighty, The leprosy was
evidently in its very first stages, or hie could not have
remained a soldier, Note, there is not a trace of the
seclus'on enforced in Isracl—a system which could
udd horror even to leprosy—and the leper is not

led dangering the ity in which

g as
he moves, Clearly, then, the Mosaie regulations
were no framed for sanitary but for symbolical rea-
sons, though of course some amount of separation
was le-irable on grounds of health, A fliter para-
ble of the loathsomeriess of sin could not be found,

But he was. The Ilebrew is very striking in its
omixsion of these words; in simple co-ordination
with the other items in the description comes at t e
end this one word that blasts the whole,

2. These marauding incursions were the antici-
pations of the work Syrin was appointed to do under
Hazael, to execute Jehovah's punishment on idolu-
trous Isracl. Bands. Plundering parties, as op-
pe ! to hosts of ordinary warfare,

3. Would God. Better translated, O that,”
as in Psa, 119, 5, the only other place where this
interjection occurs. One is tempted to conjecture
it a word from the common people’s vocabulury,
adopted in the psalm cither through changed usage
of latcr times or ximply because it suited the alpha-
betic arrang t. InS ia, Elisha's lifein
the city stands in suggestive contrast with his pred-
ecessor’s constant choice of deserts and soliiudes,
Recover. An expressivo word, suggesting the
‘* gathering” of the outcast leper to his people
again,

4. Versions differ on the persons meant in this
verse.  The LX X, suys Naaman's wife told her lord,
thatis, Naaman ; the Authorized Version and Revised
Version that * some one” told “ his lord,” probably
the king. The Revised Version margin, with the
Vulgate, makes Naaman himself go and tell his
lord, the king. This is much the most probable,

5. Go to. Thoexpression sugusests the kin.'s
eagerness to avail himself of the chance. Letter,
The king’s action is perfectly naturil. Ilis com-
mander-in-chicf could not well enter a rival king's
capitol on a mission to any but the king himself,
and the Syrian monarch could reasonably assume
that a king who commanded a servant of such extra-
ordinary power woull grant his request by simply
demanding the prophet’s services, The king.
Probably Jehoram, but the history of Elisha seenis
arrarged unchronologically, and ** the king”” is ‘us-
ually, as here, unnamed. Ile departed. Tiix
cortainly reads most naturally if we supp se t!at
verse 4 tells us of Naaman’s going to the kiny,
whom he now leaves. Tooke As presents to
Jehoram.  Where presents were necessary for the
lumblest visit, those made on visiting a king were
naturally magnificent, They consisted here in bars
of precious metals and in gorgeous robes, A talent
weight of silver is said to be about §1,800, and &
shekel weight (sec margin) of gold may have been
worth some $10, There would be no coinage at this
time,

6. Saying., The meaning, of course—the text
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a8 it stands is not clear, and is, perhaps, not correct
— 8 that these words form the letter itself, the irrel-
evant complitients, e c., ut the beginning omitted.
The Revised Version, **and now,” brings out the
fragmentary nature of the quotution.

7. Jehoram's terior well illustrates the lack of
fui h which ullowed Elisha to live among them xo
lorg without heuling one 1 per. 1t simply never
occurred to him that Elisha’s help wus being asked
for, und so he thought his powerful neighbor wus
recking a pretext for breaking the weace by asking
an impossibility, Te kill. Comp. Deut. 82. 39 ;
1 Bam. 2. 6. Anm occasion (margin). Comp,
Judy, 14, 4,

8. A prophet, In the fullest sense—a repre-
sentative of Him whose it was “ to kill and make
alive,”

9. Chariots. Of course, the general would
bring a military suite,

10. Eli-ha's dixcourtesy was ubout as glaring as
it could have been. Had a heggur come to his
duor, Eastern manners demanded that the master of
the house should attend to him in person. And
surely God’s prophet is bound to be a gentleman
fur above the world’s standard ! It was deep xpir-
itual insight that prompted action apparently so in-
omsistent with the perfect courtesy of the seque!.
Nuaman was to be blessed not only in body, but

his pride needed hum!ling to make the eure itsclf |

possible, Moreover, the propliet would show him
that it was no mere man who wrought the marvel,
Seven. The sacred number, serving here as a chi-
max of his triul—the tedious journcy to the river,
followed (we may suppose) by six resultless plunges
in those muddy waters, Be thou clean (margin).
Comp. Mart. 8, 8.

11, Nauman’s thoughts are an apt purable of
the instinets of & human soul in its deylings with
God. How does every man clioose to be healed 1n a
way of his own choice—which hus, perhaps, nctually
heen the experience of some other—ignorunt that
nothing but a treatment contrary to his choice can
ever thoroughly restore him! It would be a fine
spectacle, worthy of Naumun's dignity as Syria's
chieftain, for the prophet to bid the leprosy depart
before the eyes of Israclite and Syrian by one im-
pressive prayer and one drumatic gesture! To
bathe in lonely Jordan was any thing but heroic.

12. Abanah. This river, now named Sarada,
runs through the cily, while Pharpar, now Awaj,
passes at some distance, Beth rise in mountains,
Anti Libunus and Hermon respectively, and after a
short course lose themselves in m:arshes east of Da-
mascus. In rapidity and fullness of strcam they
are very superior to the muddy Jordan.

13. Servants. In what relation they stood to
him we do mot exactly know; the word might
possibly dcnote interior officers of his suite. My
father, A form of address not found elsewhere,

and most simply explained as a Byrian peculiariy.

Elisha's address to Elijah, and Jchoran's or Joash’s
to him (chap. 2. 12; 6. 21; 13. 14), are not true
parellels, as the idea of spiritual futherhood emes in,
Some great thing. One wore profoundly true
parable. Hindu i , popish p yes,
and much among our orthodox selves which would
astoni~h us if we ki.ew—spring out of this univer-
wal truit of human nature, which to win peace of
mind will do or suffer any thing except the one
thing God demande—submission !

14. We cannot but admire the readiness with
which the impctuous soldier yielued to plain common
scnse. He was not the man to persist in a foolish
action in order to be consistent. Went down.
From lofty Samuria into the ceep Jordan valley.
According to, The essence of the cure thus
was a literal and unquestioning obedience, which
would have produced the same effect if the com.
mand had had no sort of connection, symbolical
or real, with the thing to be effected. Child.
Instead of the foul and decaying flesh of the leper
there was o purity and healthfulness even beyond
thut of a strong and healthy man, There is ever
u prodigality in God’s healing.

The Lesson Council.

Question 2. Wiat spiritual lessons may be
drawn from the healing of Naaman ?

1. The value of religious testimony. The Jewish
niden’s expressed fuith in God was the means of
bringing a leprous mun to the fountain of healing.

2. Leprosy, as the emblem of xin, teuches that sin
di-figures und pollutes and destroys,

3. Sin, like leprosy, can be cured only by the
Great Physician,

4. The sin-sick man must come with humility,
for he cun be healed not in his own way, but in
God's,

5. The part of wisdom is to obey the eommand
of the physician rather than to speculate about the
pliilosophy of the method. Elisha said, Wash;
Jesus says, *‘ Believe.”

6. The prophet would accept no reward. The
gifts of God are free. Christians work not to pay
God, but to help men.— Rev. J. 8. Davis, B.D.

1. 8in is loathsome and destructive, A few years
of apparent health, months of battling with first
Rymptoms, years of living death, one last moment
of utter despair—such is leprosy and such is sin,

2. God’s way of saving the sinner. One prophet,
one river, humble obedience, one God working
through all, and Naaman is cleansed. One at ne-
ment, one way of penitence and faith, a life of huu-
ble obedience, one Christ in it all, and the sinner is
saved, raved completely, saved forever.— Rev. Fred.
H. Knight.

1. The means most despised may be God’s oppor-
tunity for salvation, The rivers of Damascus might
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be more attractive, but the despised Jordan was to
be the medium of his cleansing. Ho would have
purchased his restoration, but he lcarned that “to
obey is better than sacnfice.”

2. Little and least duties may bring the greatest
blessings,

3. The most diseased sinner may be *‘washed
whiter than snow.”

4. There are no difficult cases or incuruble diseases
in God’s practice.

5. The man thoroughly cleansed is only a bube in
Christ prepared for healthy growth and development
under proper conditions,—ZRev. George S. Butters.

1. The sinner’s hopclessness aside from the one
cure. 2. His natural aversion to the simple remedy
of the Gospel. 8. The inéxorableness of God’s plan
for saving us, 4. The nccessity of faith. 5. The
faith which saves must show itself in works,
6. God's plan, when fully tested, never fuils. 7. True
salvation makes us perfectly whole and also trans-
ferms the life. 8. Salvation is free. 9. The saved
one will be gratcful, not only to God, but to the
human agent.— Rev. Henry Tuckley.

Leprosy, the most loathsome and fatal discase
known to man in many respects, is a type of sin.
The great lesson that it teachcs is that of the self-
avenging power of sin. 8in itself pollutes, disfig-
ures and destroys the moral nature, as leprosy
destroys the body. Only God could heal a lcper.
Only God can cure sin,

The power of prejudice is illustrated in Naaman's
case. God’s prescription did not conform to Lis
preconceived opinions of what constituted a proper
remedy. Thus it is that men cast aside the Bible,
which is God’s treutise on the nature, ravaes, and
cure of sin, Let them rather apply the scientific
method and test the remedy before they condenm it.

It is the lesson of humility. Naaman’s pride
well-nigh sealed his doom. It is when we crucify
pride and accept God’s methods in humility that we
find the last and sweetest lesson of all ; namely,
God’s power over the natural and moral effects of
sin in the healing of the soul and Lody.—0. A.
Houghton, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Sin and its Cure.
I. Tue Loarnsomr DiseAs.
1. Naaman....was a great man. v. 1.
“God is no respecter of persons.” Acts 10, 34,
2. But he wasaleper. v. 1.
¢ All have sinned.” Rom. 3. 23.
II. Tue SiveLe REmepy,
1. A little maid. v. 2.
“Revealed....unto babes.” Matt. 11, 25.
2 Am I God....tomake alive? v. 1.
“ Who can forgive sins but God 1" Mark 2. 7,
8, Let him come now to me, v. 8,
“ Come unto me....that labor.,” Muatt. 11, 28,

4. Go and wash in Jordan. v.10.
‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.,” Aects 14,
81,
5. Rivers of Damascus better, v. 12,
“Hewed out cisterns.” Jer, 2. 13,
111, Tue Perreor Curg.

1. Then went he down. v. 14,
*Humbieth himself....exalted.” Luke 14. 11.

2. Dipped....seven times. v.14.
 Endureth to the end....saved.” Matt, 10, 22,
3. Flesh came again. v. 14,
“A new creature.” 2 Cor. §. 17.
4. Like....a little child. v. 14.
‘ As little children.” Matt, 18, 3.
5. IHe was clean, v. 14.
“Washed. .. .sanctifled. .. justified.”
6. 11,

1 Cor.

Thoughts for Young People.
Some Slanting Rays of Trath.

1. Remember the two ** buts” of the lesson, Nun-
man was rich and honorable, bu¢ a leper. The
little maiden was a slave, dut had at command the
cure of leprosy. Weall have our hard earthly con-
ditions ; but are they as hard as her’s? Is there not
a “but” in our case as favorable a< in her's? Is it
not possible that we have as wido means of doing
good us had she? Uncounted sermons have been
preached about the di on the happi of the
Syrian general and on ours; let vsnot forget the
premium on the Hebrew maiden’s lot and on ours.

2. We should all ben¢fit our betters. Every
hody knows that old folk« should care fir the
young, that rich people should help the poor,
that wise men should advise the foolish, and
#0 on. Of course. But here was (1) a little girl
guiding a mature and experienced man ; a slave by
hor spiritual knowledge and homely common sense
securing the greatest of blessings for her high-born
master. (2) When this great man had followed the di-
reciion of Lis sluve-girl, and had come up to the very
doorstep of salvation, he would have lost all if other
inferior advisers had not again guided him. Let

| your light shine *“in your little corner,” as the

hymn says, and its rays will brighten and gladden
many heurts,

3. It is very easy to be diverted from the end to
the means. Very many people start out to perform
some great thing, but get more enthusiastic about
their plans than they do about the outcome. Many
a general has fought harder to have his own way
among his allies than to whip his enemy. Many
a church member will exert more force in getting a
majority vote in a teachers’ meeting or a trustees’
meeting than he will in securing t'e glory of God.
Nuaman really ought salvation, but he wanted to
obtain 1t in his own way, and, until his servant ad-
vised him, he was in danger of losing the end by his.
close adherence to the means that he had chosen.
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Lesson Word-Pictures.

Morning in the home of Naaman, the great cap-
tain, It is a fine house in wlich he sits, and un
honored nume he carries, but, alus! he is spotted
from head to foot! Who can wash away a leper's
spots?

But can you not hear a childlike voice up in the
mistress’s room? It is a little maid from Isracl, a
child-slave, and with a happy thought her bright
eyes sparkle like diamonds in the sunlight, If
Naaman could only see the great prophet in Israel !
He would heal Nuaman! Al this goes as on bird's
wings to the ears of the king, Naaman's master.
Indeed! If that be so, then Isracl shall have a
chance to try its hand at washing out the leper-
spots, There is the loading of chariots, there is a
prancing of horses, and off goes Naaman, a big pres-
cnt at his side.

“ What ! " eries the amazed King of Isruel, reading

_the letter and tcaring his fine purple robes, slitting
from collar to the hem of the skirt, ““ am I God, to
kill and to make alive?”

He looks as if he hud been attending the funeral
of all his kingly hopes, for Syria, he thinks, is just
picking up « pretext for a big quarrel.

But there is one person wiio kecps eheerful and
does not tear his clothes, Let Syria’s 1per eome to
Isracl's prophet, is Elisha's bidding to the king.
Wiy did they not send that little maid with t' e
Jeper, to be his guide-board to Elisha's housc? But
he's there at last, with all his fine horses and bix
flock of servants and a resplendent chariot, and all
the gold and silver ard costly garments, 1le islook-
ing up to the prophet's house, uny moment expecting
him out und down also at his feet. Of course Elisha
has heard of great Naaman * my lord,” the famous
captuin.  What! not come out? Only a servant
muking his oheisance, and bringing such a recipe
for the leprosy : Go wash in that dirty 1i tle Jordan
seven times? If Naaman were white before with
leprosy, he mus<t have been red with wrath now.
He fumes, e sputters, He boils over, He rours
out his preference for Damascus’ waters!  To think
of it; the man did not come out to this great captuin
and say some fine cabalistic words over his leper-
spots, but sends him to that miserable Jordan !
Naaman fumes, sputters, and boils over again, But
—but, “my father !" His servants cry that. They
come up timidly, softly, deprecatingly, and venture
Lo suggest whether he would better not try Jordan,
He scowls, shakes his head, frowns again, and con-
cludes to try a buth in the Jordun. Away they go,
the wheels clattering and rattling over the country,
all the attendunts flocking after Naaman, and a fine,
proud show it makes, ~etiing the gossips to talking
for miles around, 1f those leper-spots had not dis-
figured him, Naaman would have enjoyed the fuss
he was making. And to be riding toward that
mean little river! But he is at Jordan at last, und

if he were red with wrath at Elisha’s door, he is
white enough now. O, thosghateful spots! Who
will get them off? He is by the water, great Naa-
man, like a boy to take a bath at his mother’s
hands, Up on the bank all his people are watehing.
May be they are laoghing. Ridiculous! This Jor-
dan! 8till, he will try it. He cautiously steps out
farther, farther, further, looks around, a wondering
look on his fuce, and down he goes! Up, now!
Then down again! Up, down; up, down, like a
suw, scven times! If there were a smile on his
face he is very sober now, for, look ! those spots are
gone! Ah, he isas clean as he ever wus when a boy
he came from a bath at his mother’s hands, Like a
lamb from the washing!

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 2. A little maid. Though among the pa-
gan Syrians, she did not forget God or his servant.
A gracious Christian is like gold. Cast gold into
fire or water ; cast it into the ash-heap or the ken-
nel ; cast it among the poor or the rich, and it is still
gold. 8o u venuine Christian placed in any com-
pany or condition will retuin his purity,

Tl wax & missionary without knowing it, spread-
ing good news—the Gospel of healing, Admiral
Foote invited the King of 8iam to dine with him on
board kis flag-ship, and asked a blessing on the
ford a8 was his custom.  And when the king said,
*You do just like the mis-ionaries,” the Christian
commander beautifully replied, “ Yes; I, too, am a
mis imary."—d4, 7. Pierson.

Verse 7. Man’s power is very mighty, I know;
but it stops short of giving life, Place a fossil bone
Lefore him, and from it lie can construct a massive
clephant. By clock-work or galvanisin he can
make the limbs move; but he cannot draw down
the vital breath, His province is combination and
embellishment. Life belongs only to God, * Am I
God,” wiid the frightened King of Israel, “ to kill
and to make alive "'— W, M. Punshon.

Verse 10. * Thou shalt be clean.” The Gospel
offers a nan life, Never offer men a thimbleful of
Gospel. Do not offer them merely joy, or merely
peace, or merely rest, or merely safety; tell them
how Christ came to give men a more abundagy life
than they have—a life abundant in love, and there-
fore abundant in salvation for themselves, and
larger in cnterprise for the alleviation and redemp-
tion of the world.—Prof. Henry Drummond., *

Verse 11 “ Naaman was wroth.” 1f we want to
be saved we must ubandon our self-made schemes
of salvation. A young man who had sought for
peace by works of righteousness went to his pastor
and said: * When shall I find Christ 2* ¢ Just that
minute when you put away self,” was the answer,

Behold the camps of the Israclites in the wilder-
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ness! A young Hebrew youtl has been bitten and
just heard that Mosey has lifted up the bruzen ser-
pent, bidding all to look and live. Hesays: “If I
understood the philosophy of it, I would look ; but
this is such an unrea-onuble thing. If God had
said, Tuke the brass and rub it intothe wound, there
might be something in the brass that woull cure
the bite.
some herbs and stew them and take the decoction as
a medicine, there would be sométhing in that, But
it is 80 contrary to nature to do such a thingas look
atthe serpent, that Icannot do it.”  “nd he dics
because he wunts a human plin of salvation.—
Moody.

Thousands have stumbled over the simplicity of
the Gospel, They want salvation to be an imposing
ceremony such as Na.man planncd,  To the cerc-
mony-loving Jews it is a stumbling-block, and to
the cultured Greeks it is still foolishaess; yet its
very simplicity is one of the clements of its powcr.

Verse 15, * Behold, now I know.” A busincss
man confided to his pastor that he wanted to le a
Christian, but did not want any one to know it.
The minister replied: * Jesus Christ will not take
« gilent partner. e wants your name publicly
eoupled with his, or he will deny you before his
Father and the holy angels of heaven.”

Verse16. Nauman’s gifts were valuable only as
showing a thankful heart. A physician discovers
the condition of the heart by the pulse and not by
what the patient says. So, gifts to God and his scrv-
ants are the pulse of the heart,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Pracrioar Ouvruise: 1. The captain, 2. The
coptive, 3, Two kings. 4. Two messengers,
5. The servants. 6. Analogies....Or, treat it in
a series of pictures : 1. The leper. 2. The captain,
8. Thejourney. 4. The prophet'scommanii, 5. The
cure....On a sketch-map trice Nuaman’s journey
from Damascus to Samaria, to Elishu’s home, to the
Jordun, buck to Damascus. In teaching this les-
son we should trace the analogies between the
physical and spiritual world, Many lessons will
comg to mind....Take leprosy as a symbol of sin,
1. Its heredity. 2. Its contagion, 8. Its loath-
someness. 4, Its deceptive and almost painless
character. A leper hardly realized his condition at
first. 5. No physician on earth could cure it, 6, It
leads toward death....The symbol of wushing in
the Jordun: 1, A simple act. 2. A self-denying
uct, 3. An act of obedience. 4. An act of perse-
verance. 5. An act of fuith....Evils «f pride....
Naaman's pride nearly cost him his cure, The
sume pride keeps souls from salvation....Fuith
cometh by hearing,,..,The child pointed Naaman
to God,

Or, if the Lord had told Mo-es to get |

References.

Freevan. Ver. 5: Presents, 64; Gift< of rui-
ment, 93; letters, 381 ...Foster's CycLorEbIA,
Prose, 2523, 4932, 9358, 9355. Ver. 1: Pr se, 5770,
0356, 9357, 10199, Vers. 1-15: wtieal, 3812,
3813. Ver. T: Prose, 3590, 4831, 4835.  Ver. 10:
Prose, 5160.  Vers. 11, 12: Prose, 4112, 4118 ; Po-
etical, 2370, Ver. 13: Poeticul, 954 ; Prose, 5438,
10383, Ver. 14: Piose, 7391,

Blackboard,
|

V(S/Mv@?

TSI SEEKING
O T0 BE

SAVED.

SEL—KH\JG
|
10 BE |

SAVE D. | “C\’(}\‘\

,7/7( CEPTS !

Gob's : “Like A .
WAY. | LIT“E @lLD

Leprosy is a type of sin j therefore the board sets
forth the cleansing power as bestowed on Naaman,
who was seeking to be saved from a leper's death,
and on a sinner secking to be saved from an endless
death, The way of salvation for cither is so ~imple
that it is no wonder that Naaman could not helieve
in it, and that sinnersdoubtit. Yetthere is but one
way, and that is God’s way, and whosoever will
may come to him and be cleansed, *“ like a little
child,” forof such is the kingdom of heaven,

Direcrions ¥or Conors,.—The heart outl'ne in
red ; over and around it outline a fountain with
blue, touching it up with white, and, if yon cun
draw it, represent with the white chalk a cross in-
side the fountain,

WHO CAN CURE I1IT?

SIN {BF,(HNS SMALL IN MAN,
LIKE GROWS WORSE IN MAN.
LEPROSY, E

RUINS LIFE OF MAN,
IS INCURABLE BY MAN.
JESUS ONLY.
Primary and Intermediate.

Lessox Tuovenr. The Cure for Sin.

Introduce the lesson |y singing a verse of © What
can wash away my xin?"  Say that this is a story
of the washing away of uncleannes<, Theman who
was unclean was a great man. Ile had command
over many men. T will let you tell what you think
he was. {Pin up a gilt paper crown, a paper sword,
an L a small flag.] “A King,” some one says, Noj
but we shall hear about a king in this lesson, “A
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general.”  Yes; that is right. Heis called a cap-
tain here, but he was the commander of the Syrian
army. I will print his nume here—over the sword
~—* Nuaman.” He had led his army out to fightthe
people of Isriel, and he had won a great victory.
This pleassd his king, and he put great honor upon
Nuaman.  [Print “King of Byria” over the
erown. |

You think Nuaman must have beena happy man,
He was rich, nonored, and powerful. But he was
very unhappy. I know a little boy who has a
beautiful home, kind parents, servants to wait upon
him, all the toys and pleasures that a child can
have. But he is not happy. Do you know why ¢
Because he is scif-willed, and greedy, and proud.
What is it in his heart that makes him so? Yes;
SiN, that evil thing which always makes people
unhappy.

Naamun had in his body that disease which isthe
outward sign of sin. He wasa leper, Leprosy is a
disease which grows from a very little spot into
great sores which cover the body, and grow deeper
and more painful all the time. You know that sin
grows in that way. Ilave you ever seen a dreadful
looking drunkard ¢ When you look at one next
time think that once this man was a sweet little
child, and that it is sin that has made this sad
change.

Then a leper could never becured by any doctor.
Only Gud could cure leprosy. And only God can
cure sin.  We will sing another verse of our hymn,
“ For my cleansing this I see,” ete, [Other points
of resemblance may be brought out it the teacher
think hest. ]

But Naamun was a heathen. He did not know
the true God who has all power. Do you think
then th it he cannot be cured ¢

A servant of God was in Naaman’s house, She
was a little captive maid of Isracl. She waited on
Naaman’s wife, and she piticd her poor master,
She was not a selfish girl or she would have been
thinking about her own sorrows—a eaptive in a
strunge lund,  8iie could not cure her master, but
she knew who could, and so she told her mistre-s
about the prophet Elisha, Now she had done her
duty ; she had told the story of love and power, and
any child who knows the story can do us much.

The king heard of it and he wanted Naaman to be
cured, 80 h: sent him to the King of Isracl with
many rich presents. But the King of Isracl could
not cure u leper, and Elisha said, * Let him come
now to me,"”

Wa‘s‘}‘;
tand! ke

The proud ecaptain [what
| was his name?] came riding
in his chariot to Elisha’sdoor,
Elisha told him to go to the
 river Jordan and wash in it
| seven times, This made the
s ot man angry, What a

= == silly little thing to do, he

thought. He was going home in a rage, but one of
his servants urged him to do as the prophet said.
And then the great captain, when he obeyed like
little child, found himsclf cured of his dreadful
disease,

It was not Jordan's water that cured Naumunj it
was the God of the Jordan and Nauman’s God,
But Naaman cou) . not have been cured if Le had
not obeyed.

Two lessons for me :

1. A child may show a wise man the way to
Jesus,

2. Obedience is the straight path that leads to
God,

OPTIONAL MYVINS
Deep are the wounds,
Depth of merey.
I luy my sins,

Happy day.
All for thee,
Lord Jesus, I long.
Seceds of promise.
Jesus bids us shine,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. What great sorrow had Naaman in the midst
of his wealth and honors? e was a
leper.

2. Who told Naaman’s wife about Elishat A
little captive maid.

3. To whom did the King of Syria send for help
for Naaman ! 'To the King of Israel,

4., When at lust Nuaman came to Elisha, what
did the prophct send him word todo? To wash
in Jordan seven times,

5e How did that impress Nuaman? He bee
came very angry.

€. Who persuaded him to follow the prophet’s
advice? His servants,

7. What was the result?
clean.

He was made

CATECHISM QUESTION,
16. What has our Lord said about the books of the
).d Testament ?
He calls thcm the Seriptures, says that they
cstify of Himscif, and that they will not pass away.
Luke xxiv. 44, 45; John x. 35; John v. 30; Matt.
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B. C. 894.] LESSON XI.

COLDEN TEXT.
Authorized Version.

2 Kings 5. 1527, [Commit to memory verses
25-91.)

15 And he returned to the man of God, he and
all bis company, und came, and stood before him:
and he nni(l, Behold, now I know that there is no
God in all the earth, but in Is'ra-el: now there-
fore, I pray thee, tuke a blessing of thy servant.

16 But he said, As the Lorp liveth, before whom
Istand, I will reccive none. And he urged him to
take i¢; but he refused.

17 And Na'a-man said, 8hall there not then, I
pray thee, be given to thy servant two mules’ bur-
den of earth ¢ for thy servant will henceforth offer
neither burnt-offring nor sacrifice unto other gods,
but unto the Lorp,

18 In this thing the Lorp pardon thy servant,
that when iy master gocth into the house of Rim'-
mon to worship there, and he leancth on my hand,
and I bow myself in the house of Rim'mon: when
1 bow down myself in the house of Rim’mon, the
Lorp purdon thy servant in this thing.

19 And ho said unto him, Go in peace,
parted from him a little way.

20 But Ge-ha'zi, the servant of E-li'sha the man
of God, ~aid, Beliold, my master hath spared Nu'a-
man this 8yr'i-an, in not receiving at his handsthat
which he brought: but, as the Lorn liveth, 1 will
run after him, and take somewhat of him.

21 So Ge-ha'zi followed after Na'a-man, And
when Na'u-man suw Zém running after him, he
lighted down from the churiot to mect him, and said,
Zs all well

22 And he said, Allds well. My master hath
sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to
me from mount E'phra-im two young men of the
sons of the propheis: give them, I pruy thee, a tal-
ent of silver, and two changes of garments,

So hede-

23 And Na'a-man said, Be eontent, take two tal-
ents, And he urged him, and bound two talents of
silver in two bugs, with two changes of garments,
and laid them upon two of his servants; and they
buare them betore him.

24 And when he came to the tower, he took them
trom their hand, and bestowed them in the house :
and he let the men go, and they departed.

25 But he went in, and stood before his master.
Aud E-li'sha saidd unto him, Whence comest thou,
Ge-ha'zit And he said, Thy scrvant went no
whither,

26 And he said unto him, Went not mine leart
with thee, when the mun turncd again from hi-
chariot to meet thee ? /s it u time to rcceive money,
and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vine-
yards, and sheep, and oxen, und men-servants, and
maid-servants ¢

27 The leprosy therefore of Na'a-man shall cleave
unto thee, and unto thy sced forever, Andl he
wert 22t from his presence a leper as white as
sNOW,

GLHAZI PUNISHED.,
Be sure your sin will find you out.

[March 15.
Num, 82, 23,

Revised Version.

15 And he returned to the man of God, he aud
all his company, and came, and stood before
him: and he said, Behold now, I know that
there is no God in all the earth, but in Is'ra-cl :
now therefire, I pray thee, take a present of thy

16 servant. But he said, As the Lorb liveth, be-
fore whom I stand, T will receive none. And he

17 urged him to take it; but he refused. And
Na'a-man said, If not, yet I pray thee let there
be given to thy servant two mules’ burden of
carth; for thy servant will henceforth offer
neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto other
gods, but unto the Lorp. In this thing the
Lorp pardon thy scrvant; when my master
goeth into the house of Rim'mon to worship
there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I Low
myself in the house of Rim'mon, when I bow niy-
welf in the house of Rim'mon, the Lorp pur-
don thy servant in this thing. And he sad
unto him, Go in peace. 8o he departed frons
him a livle way.

But Ge-ha'zi, the servant of Elisha the mun of
God, said, Behold, my master huth spured this
Nu'a-man the Syr'i-an, in not reeciving at his
hands that which he brought : as the Lorb liveth,
1 will run after him, and take somewhat of him.
8o Go ha'zi followed after Na's-man, And
when Na'a-man saw one running after him, he
lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and

22 said, Is all well?  And he said, Allis well. My
master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now
there be come to me from the hill-country of
E'phra-im two young men of the sons of the
prophets ; give them, I pray thee, a talont of

23 silver,and two ehanges of raiment. And Na'a-
man said, Be content, take two talents.  And
he urged him, and bound two talents of silver
in two bags, with two changes of raiment, and
laid them upon two of his servants; and they

24 lLare them before him. And when he came to
the hill, he took them from their hand, and be-
stowed them in the house: and he let the men

25 go, and they departed. But he went in, and
stood before hismaster, And E-li'sha said unto
him, Whence comest thou, Ge-ha'zi?  And he

26 suid, Thy servant went mo whither. And he
said unto him, Went not mine heart ewith thee,
when the man turned again from his ¢hariot to
meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and
to receive garments, and oliveyards and vine-
yards, and sheep and oxen, and men-servants

27 and maid-servints? The leprosy therefore of
Nu’/a-man shall eleave unto thee, und unto thy
sced forever, And he went out from his pres-
ence & leper as white as snow,
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TIME.—8ame as before ; probably B. C. 894,
PLACES.-Same as beforc,. RULERS.—
Same us bifore. DOCTRINAL SUGGES-
TION.—Sin in the heurt.

HOME READINGS.
M. Gehazi punished. 2 Kings 5. 15-19.
Tu, Gehazi punished. 2 Kings 5. 20-27.
W. Achan’s covetousness, Josh, 7. 20-26.
Th. 1ll-gotten guins, Prov. 13, 1-11,
F. Danger. Prov, 21, 1-8,
S, Covetousness eondemned. 1 Tim, 6. 6-12,
8. Better treasure. Mutt. 6, 19-23,

' LESSON HYMNS,
No. 98, New Canadian Hymnal.
Depth o merey, can there be,
No 102, New Canadian Hymnal.
What thall I do, where shall I flee
No. 105, New Canadian Tlymnal.
Would Jesus have the sinner die?

DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos, 240, 261, 266,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Grateful Syrian, v, 15-19,

What did Nuuman discover hy bathing in the
Jordan

How did Lis miraculous cure serve to convince
him that Jehovah was the only real God in all the
earth !

Wihiat is the meaning of a *“ blessing” here ?

Why may Elisha have refused to take this
present !

Why did Nuaman desire as much ecarth as two
mules could carry ¢

What dil Lis promises ubout burnt-offering and
sacrifice rea’ly n.ean?

What did Nuaman ask to be pardoned for?

Who was Naamun’s master?

Why did he lean on Nauman's hand 1

Why did Nuaman feel that it was his duty to bow
in the house of Rimmon ?

Why did e feel that this required pardon of
God ?

Wiiat did “ go in peace” me:n?
2. The Greedy Servant, v, 20-27,

What nay we understan | from Gehazi’s use of
the phrase * this Syrian 17

What conelusion may be reached as to the gencral
moral tone of the Israelites from the frequency with
which o'ths were on their lip<?

What did Naaman's readly alighting from his
chariot indieate?

Did theancient Hebrews deem it sinful to lic ?

Practical Teachings,

Wherein does this lesson teach—

1. That the works of God justify his elaims?

2. That gratitude should take practical form ?

8. That religion should never be made a st pping
stonc to temporal gain ?

4. That grace 1ransforms pride into humility ¢

5. Thatsin's worst vietims seruple at nothing?

6. That one sinner destroyeth much good ?

\ Hints for Home Study.

1. Give from the Bible incidents where the first
sin of a cliss was punished with exceptional
severity.

2. Write down other rcasons for the severity of
Gehazi’s punishment,

3. Write down your conception of the moral
churacter of Naamun’s request concerning the house
of Rimmon,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1 The Grateful Syrian, v. 15-19,
Where did Naaman go as soon as e was cured ¢
What did he say to Eli<ha?
What was Elisha’s answer ?
What request did Na:man then make?
Whom only did e »ay he would worship?
Yet for what act did he ask pardon?
What did Eisha reply ?
2. The Greedy Seivant, v, 20-27,
What suid Gehazi about Elisha refusing gifts ?
What did he reselve to do ¢
What did Nuum:n do when he saw the servant ¢
Wiat exeuse did tie servant give for following ¢
What gife did le ask?
What did Naaman urge him to take?
By whom did he send buck the gifts?
Wiiere did Gehazi conceal his trensure ?
Wihat question did Elisha ask on his return?
What was the servant’s answer?
‘What question did Elishia then ask ¢
What punish did be pr 1
What sorrow came on the servant ?
Of what may every sinner be surc? (Gorpin
Texr.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in thie lesson may we find—
1. A warning against greed ¢
2. A proof that man cannot deceive God ?
3. An assurance that sin will be punished ?

Home Work for Young Bereans,

Read the story of the man who wanted to buy the
power «f working miracles for money,

What did Jesus say about helping afflicted peo-
ple freely - You will find it in the tenth chapte: of
Matthew,

What does Paul say about the love of money ¢
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What di | Naaman want Elisha to tuke from him?
A present.

Why did Elisha refuse! He did not want
riches.

Whom did Na man gay e would heneeforth wor-
siip? The God of israel,

Why dii lie suy he muss still bow down before
ilols?  To satisfy his king.

What did le fear! That God would be aie
gry with him.

What did Elisha say to him ! ¢¢ Go in peace.”

. Who heard Elisha refuse to take Naaman?s (it ¢ |

Gehazi.

What kind of a heart had Gehazi? A covetous
heart,

Wiy did he follow Naaman? To get a pres-
cot.

What did he tell him? That Elisha had sent
him,

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.
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What did Nuaman do? He gave him more
than he asked.
What did Gehuzi think ¥ That Elisha would
not know it.
Wiho had showed it to Elisha? The Lord,
| What dreadful punishment came upon Gehazif
ile became a leper.
What are the only trueriches I Go 1%s love and
| favor.
| Wh t should we always rcmember? ¢ ‘Thou,
| God, secst me.?”?

Words With Little People,
THINGS TO REMEMBEIL
8iin thought will some duy beeome sin in act,
Oue ~in always leads to unother.
“ Be sure your xin will find you out.”
| Sin will always be punished,

Whisper Motto.
¢ God sees me,”

General Statement.
The cured captain returns in gratitude to the man of God, and makes his solemn avowal of belief in

the divinity of Jehovah: * There is no God in all the earth, but in Israel.” Reverentially his servants
stand around as he deelares that henceforth he will wor<hip none but the Lord. With a full heart he
offers gold, silver, und costly apparel to the prophet ; but that rigid man refuses, and Naaman reluctantly
goes his way, having asked for a portion of Israelite earth as a memento of his visit. Just after he has
left the liouse of Elisha, his body glowing with new vigor, his heart with new impulses of love to God
and gratitude to his prophet, the covetous Geliazi pursues Lim, intent on gaining some of the trcasures
he hus seen.  He frames a lie to make his application plausible, and not simply fulsifies and steals, but
commits the awful crime of sacrilege in pretending to work by the order of God's inspired scrvant.
Naaman doubles the g'ft asked for. Gehazi eagerly follows Nuaman's servants with the treasure to the
tower where he lides the goods, and then, with an effort to appear innocent, stands in the attitude of
obedience before lis master.  One lie lcads to another, and when Elisha asks him wlere he has been, he
makes a fulse response; then the prophet, speaking for the Lord, passes over to Gehazi the curse of
Nuam:in. We ean only understand this narrative when we have a clear reeognition of its typical
meaning.
EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
Verse 15. Returned. What aglad journey | benefited by them, and there arc cases where the

up the sloping meadows to the city gate! Came, | biblical prophets accepted presents from those who
and stood, There is no pride now in his heart, | consulted them. See 18am, 9.7, Dut there were

Now I know, Thut bath in Jordan had given
Lim a serviceable theological education. There is
no God .+ . « but in Israel. ‘‘ A lew hours be-
+ fure he had boasted of the rivers of Damascus, Now
he cannot even reverence her gods.’—Terry, A
blessing. By a figure of speech this phrase is
used to indieate the gifts which were suppused to
bring blessings with them. (1) Zo-day the world
has better circumstantial evidence to support God's
claims than Naaman had in hiz healed body. (2)
If you really are grateful, show your gratitude.
16, As the Lord liveth, This was a com-
mon Ilcbrew outh. No one scems to have secn any
evil in colloquial swearing till Jesus told his disci-
ples to refrain from it. I will receive none,
Prophets and wonder-workers of cvery nation were
heavily rewarded by those who believed themselves

cvidently deep reasons for refusing this gift. “ It
was u tim: of hypoerisy, and there were many fulse
prophets in the northern Kingdom. This had
brought the prophetie office into disrepute and con-
tempt,”— Terry. Busides, Elisha must have known
that he was being mentally contrasted by Noaman
with the greedy heathen priests of Damascus, They
pretended to a certain power which was marketable,
just as medical and legal skill ure sold to-day ; but
the Hebrew prophet was a mere ins rument in the
hards of Jehovauh, Nuaman’s gratitude was not
due to Elisha, but to Elisha's God. He urged
him, IHis whole-souled gratitude wis sadly disap-
pointed. (8) Heis a double-dyed sinner who makes
lis religion a means of securing temporal gain.

17. Two mules’ burden of eaith, What
Naaman wanted this for we cannot tell. It has
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been guessed that he desired to use it in the con-
struction of an altar to the God of Israel; that he
de-ired to spread it in some portion of his mansion
50 that he could worship the Jews’ God on his own
soil; “that he wished when far away from Jordan
to have the earth of Palestine to rub himself with,
for the Orientals often use sand as a substitute for
water;” that he regarded it as holy, and desired it
for his nightly pillow. In any case, it was a su-
perstitious desire, but natural in a heathen,

18. My master. Ben-hodad II. The house
of Rimmon. Tle tiuple of the Syrian deity.
Leaneth on my hand. This phruse is indiea-
tive of Nuam in’s high position in the state. Orien-
tul monarchs leaned on the arms of their chicf
viziers, T bow myself. Assumed an attitude of
reverence,  Dr. Clurke believes that this phrase
should be read in the past and not in the future
tense, thus, *The Lord pardon thy scrvant because
when my master Aas gone, and kas leaned, I Lave
bowed,” ete. But it is more probuble that with the
low rcligious views of his day, Naaman desired to
maintain un exterior of reverence to Rimmon for
prudential reasons, while at heart worshiping Je-
hovah, (4) How much greater our responsibilities
than Naaman's !

19. Go in peace. This was simply, Farewell.,
The prophet has sown good seed, and waits to let
it bring forth its fruit, expressing no opinion on the
point which Naaman had raised.

20. Servant of . « . man of God. Tie
guilt of Gehazi is here indicated, Ionored by as-
sociation with the holy man, holding toward him a
relation similar to t'at which Elisha once held to

ous district in the eenter of the kingdom. Talent
of silver. Worth from $1,500 to $2,000. A pre-
posterous present to ask in behalf of two youns men
of the eommon people who hud devoted themselves
to a semi-monastic life. It is impossible to tell how
much harm Gehazi may have done by this lic; for
Naaman may have scen throuzh the flimsy story anil
misjudged the prophet and his religion.

23. Be content. We would say, Please.
Take two. Though a talent wus a large sum to
ask for as aid to the prophet, it would appear but
little to the man wiho had brought ten times as mueh
with him, in addition to gold and raiment. IHenee
he gives him twice what he asks.  In two bags.
In accordance with the Oricntal custom of carrying
money in bags, cach holding a ce:tain sum. And
laid them. The money and costly robes.

24. Tower.  Or, Lill. They departed.
But Gehazi's erime did not depart with tie Syrian
servants, and its results are galloping down on him
fuster than Naaman's chariots are going in the op-
posite direction.

25. Stood before his master. With an in-
nocent face and a guilty heart. Whence comest
thou, Gehazi? The prophet to whom God had
already given the powcr of miraculous insight
would test this man's hone:ty and give Lim a
chance fo rcturn. No whither. You cannot
tell one lie successfully without the help of an-
other,

26. Went not mine heart. Thesecer’s inward
glance had followed every step of the sceret errind.
Oliveyards and vineyards. While hrmgmg

Elua'- with the prospect of some day i
him in the prophetic office, Gehazi turned fromn thn
eminence of privilege to the depths of sin, This
Syrian. This foreigner. To Gehazi it seemed no
crime to plunder unalien. Not receivings Iis
sordid soul can see no grandeur in the freeness of
the captain’s cure,

21, 22. Lighted down. A remarkable evi-
denee of Naaman’s reverence for Elisha.  He would
do honor even to his fervant. Is all well?
Again the Eastern formula of salutation. “Is it
peace ! My master hath sent me. Notice
the steps of Gehazi's guilt.  First is the wicked im-
pulse, then the deliberately expressed purpose,
then the speedy execution of his guilty plan, and
then a lie to help it along. Mount Ephraim,
Rather, the mountains of Ephraim, the mountain-

his t of wicked home Gehazi had evi-
dently been planning for a grand estate, with or-
chards of olives and bowers of grapes and fut oxen
and rervants and ma'dens ; but he must have been
astonished to find his dream repeated by the
prophet.

27. Leprosy of Naaman. The promise of
a life-time is blusted in one fatal hour. Not by one
sinful act, but by the tendency to sin which that
uct discovers. And yet our scholars should have
the truth firmly impressed upon their minds that
single sinful ucts may often be the hinges on which
their lives will turn from good to evil. This man,
who might havesat down in * the goodly fellow ship
of the prophets " in the words of the Te Deum, must
instead sit down in the loathsome company ol the
lepers.

CAMBRIDGE NOTES.

The effusive gratitude of Naamin, the uniquely
liberal spirit of Elisha, and the awful judgment on
the man whom the propiiet seems to have expec ed
to suceeed him, but who ranged himself with Iscar-
iot in the ghastly band of the victims of a\nrnec, nll

ever, be most suitably treated as it comes in the
text,

Verse 15. But in Isrcel. We can hardly
expect one born and bred in heathenism 1o reulize

allatonce what the masses in Israel itself did net
Hand ot .s

contribute to make this passage one of
interest and imponmoe. Each subject wxll how-

that Jehovah was not nierely a terris
v,orml Deity, whose Godhead differed in degree oniy
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frem that of the other national gods. That the
river of Israel had wrought his cure proved that the
God who dwelt in Israel was mighty beyond all
others. Present. Literully, * blessing.” Comp.,
1 Sam. 30. 26, ete. The sense of indebtedness to
the prophet himself suggests this as an outlet for his
gratitude, which was really directed to the divine
Healer.

16. Elisha again secks to effuce himself as merely
the instrument. Jehovah’s prophet would never
copy the greed of heatlien priests, He would show
that the gifts of his Lord were free, because no con=
ceivable offering could ever repay the debt.

17, This idea of holy soil to build an altar on
may be often paralleled in the history of human
superstitions. We note that Elisha makes no at-
tempt to enlighten Naaman, Many centurics were
to puss before men could learn that the All-Father's
worship could not be localized; that “spirit and
truth” are the only shrine in which he will be
adored. As in many other cascs, Elisha’s tolerant
spirit readily permits much that an ordinary Isracl-
ite would have been shocked at. Naaman’s proposed
saerifices were utterly irregular and involved a very
imperfect knowledge of God, But Elisha’s truly
evangclical principle was to accept the imperfect
und let it grow toward perfection,

18, Jehovah pardon. Naaman knew the
“ jealousy ”” which distinguished Israel's God from
others, and he declared to the propliet that his wor-
ship of Rimmon would henceforth be purely formal.

It was a wonderful revolution in a Syrian’s mind
that could make him not only acknowledge another
nation’s God—that was comparatively a smallt!ing
~—butabjure hisown, Rimmon, The nume occurs
elsewhere only in proper names. Comp. 1 Kings

15,18, und Zcch, 12. 11, The latter of these, denot-
ing a place in Palestine, would seem to suggest that
his cult had at some time invaded Isracl. The vame
means *“ most high.,” Leanethe As chicf of the
court he must attend the king in siate ceremonies of
religion,

19. Go in peace. Elisha docs not approve of
this outward show of worship to Rimmon, but he
will not by rebuking it risk discouraging one in
whose xoul Jehovah was working. Those were not
the times for u public protest aguinst idolatry in a
heathen aity, for Judaism was not yet ready to be a
missionary religion.  Only Messiah could make it
such. Little. Evidently not far, or Gehazicould
not have caught up with him. Probably he would
travel in a leisurely way, halting in shady places
during the Leat of the day.

20. This Nauman. The air of contempt with
which Gehazi speaks of this ** benighted heathen
shows him a true spiritual ances*ar of the Pharisee
or the medieval Jew. That the Gentile was an in-
ferior animal especially created for the Jew to rob
and then thank God for his own spiritual elevation
above him is a creed that has ever since Gehazi's

day found abundaut subsciibers. As Jehovah
liveth. A mocking parody of Elisia’s assevera-
tion in verse 16. Rumne From this passage and
chap. 4. 29, we may suppose that Gehazi was re-
markable for fleetness and endurance.

21. Lighted down (or ‘“sprung down”). On
recognizing Elisha’s servant, who had perhaps
broug!.t the message of verse 10. The extraordinary
condescension of the Syrian general brings out the
intensity of his gratitude. Xsall well? Ilebrew,
“1x it peace?”

22. Even now. Just after Naaman's depart-
ure. Hillecountry, Beth-el and Gilgal were hoth
included in this district, aud members of the pro-
phetic communities would frequently be coming to
ask Elisha's counsel and help, The story was ex-
tremely plausible. Talent, This large sum
would he intended to assist the whole of the broth-
erhood, who were nagurally poor. Comparethe bor-
rowed ax in the next chapter and other indications,
The raiment would of course be for the young men
themselves,  Note the canning moderation with
which Gehzi usks for only a small part of what he
knew Nuaman meant originally t» bestow on Elisha.
True, we do not know how much of the presents
mention « in verse 5 was given to the king.

23, IBec content, “ Be willing; " muchlike our
“plense.”  Naaman’s delight at the chance of doing
something for Eli<ha would evidently have blinded
him had Gehuzi’s story been fur less skillful,
Bags. The word, translated * satchels,” is found
in Tsu. 8. 225 it would seem to be an ornamental
hag, into which the mass of silver was pluced and
the mouth then tied up. The weight is illustrated
by there being two men to carry them.

24. Hill, A doubtful word, often used of a
part of the fortification of Jerusalem (2 Chron, 27.
3), and applied by Mieah (4. 8) to Mount Zion,
Perhops it simply denotes an eminence just above
Elisha's house, from which it would be possible for
Gehazi to carry the heavy mass of silver down hill
to hisown chamber. Chap. 6. 83, intimates that the
house was in a low-lying part of the town, lle
would naturally wish to get rid of the meu before
they came in sight of the house.

25. Gehazi’s cunning seems to forsake him in the
prophet’s presence. e must have been absent
some considerable time, and to say he went * no
whither” was a very stupid lie for the man whe had
80 cleverly concocted a story for Naaman,

26. Went. It is doubtful whether this can be
got out of the Helrew as it stands, but the LXX.
makes it likely that this wasthe sense of the original
text. Note that in Hebrew “ heart” does not de-
scribe so much the emotions as the intelligence, Is
it a time, Comp, Eccl. 8. 6. The inopportune-
ness of Gehazi’s greed lay in its risking the lesson
which Elisha wished to teach Naumman by his
studied self-effacement. And oliveyards. That
is, “‘that thou mightest buy....,” as the Vulgute
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actually translates. Gehazi's dream was to set him-
«clf up as an independent householder, instead of
being merely the servant and contemplated sue-
cessor of a prophet! It should be added that the |
LXX. and Vulgate agrce in reading, * Now there-
forc thou hust received money....; but the lep-
PRy, .Y

27. Of Naaman. The nemesis of coveting
Nuaman's wealth was to receive the curse which had
made Naaman, and would now make Gehazi, eager
to part with all if only it could be removed. Thy
seed. For leprosy is hereditary, as we might ex-
peet.  Of course, it does not follow that Gehazi’s
race lasted long. * Forever” merely means “us
long as thy seed shall continue.,” Went out.
Even as his evangelie counterpart * went out” into
the night, with Satan in his soul (John 13. 30). As
snows Comp. Num. 12. 10. The inserted words,
“‘as white,”” rather spoil the comparison, which
includes also the idea of a sprinkling incrustation
covering the body as completely as the * new-fallen
mask of snow " covers the ficlds.

The Lesson Council.

Question 3. What was Gelazs erime deserv-
ing s0 severe a punishment ? .

Gehazi's crime was covetousness joined with
treachery and fulschood. In spirit he was a liar, a
traitor, a thief. By his wickedness Naaman’s soul
is endangered, seeds of a fulse mereenary view of
religion are sown in the heart of a heathen nation,
and God's fair work is sadly marred. By as much
as Naaman’s sineerity and obedience are rewarded,
Gehazi's treachery and disobedience are punished.
God’s ways are cquul.—Rev. Fred Harrison Knight,

I do not know, My supposition is that his act
was a lie to God as well as to man. Such conduct
in the Bible always meets with the severest punish-
ment. To Naaman both Gehazi and Elisha were
not o much men as representatives of the Lord
who had healed liim, His gratitude to tiiem went
beyond them to Jehoval of hosts,  Gehazi took -
vintage of his credulity and by his act misrepre-
sented the Lord. His conduct was a contradiction
of the truth which was being taught by prophet and
priest, that salvation is not to be purchased, but is
‘¢ without money ‘nd without price.” Gehazi's
erime was not only a misrcpresentition of Elisha,
but of Elisha’s God, and was thereforc blasphemy
implied and deceitfully expresscd.— Rev. George 8.
Butters.,

He was willing to sell the free gift of God.
Naaman's healing was an act of the divine mercy.
To have its proper effect religiously, it must stund
as such both beforo Naaman himself and his idel-
utrous countrymen. This necessity was fully |

appreciated by Elisha; but Gehazi, thinking more

of himself than of the cause of God, concluded to
wake money out of the transaction. Aguinst
society his erime consisted in lying and theft;
aguinst God, in the purpose he showed to sacrifice

| the divine honor at the shrine of his own eovetous-

ness—an awful sin well meriting a dreadful punish-
ment.— Rev. Henry Tuckley.

Gehazi was avaricious, Avarice, a very common
“root of all cvil,” led him to lie both to Naaman
and to his master, It led him to treachery and
slander. He compromised Elisha and virtually
slindered him to Naaman. Ile betrayed the relig-
ious trust committed to him, as the helper of Jeho-
vah's prophet. His crime was something like that
of Ananias anl SBaphira, in which avarice resorted
to falsehood even in a holy presence; even where
God had munifested his beneticent power.— Rev. J.
8. Davis, B.D.

1t is very easy to detect in Gehazi’s conduet and
words the meanest sins.  Inordinate covetousness,
profunity, fulschood, deccit, and hypoerisy ire all
there. But was not Gehazi a prototy pe of Judas ?
He wus associated with Elisha as was Judas with
Jesus, e had every opportunity of holy instrue-
tion and of becoming & man of Gol. He per-
verted his blessings and became hardened in sin,
and was guilty of the most shameful treason to
God and his country. Ile would neutralize the
instruction received by Naaman us to the nature of
the true God and sell his master Elisha for gold.
By his sin Elisha’s motives were impeached and
Naaman relieved of a just debt of gratitude that the
prophet would impose vpon him for the protection
of the kingdom and the honor of God.—0. A.
Houghton, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Fruit of Covetousness.

I. Tue Lusr.
1. Gehazi....servant of Elisha. v. 20,
‘ Much is given....required.” Luke 12, 48,
2. T will take somewhat. v. 20,
* Lust.,...bringeth forth sin,” Jus. 1. 15,
8. Followed after Naaman. v. 21.
‘ Thou shalt not covet.” Exod. 20. 17.
1L, Tue L.
1, My master sent me. v. 22,
“Lying lips....abomination.” Prov. 12. 22,
2. Give....silver....garments. v. 22,
“ Love of money....all evil.” 1 Tim. 6. 10,
8. Bestowed. .. .in the house. v. 24.
“Their works are in the duark.” Isa, 29, 16,
4. Stood before his master. v. 25.
“ Mouth ..., love,.... heart....covetousness,”
Ezek. 83. 81,
5. Went no whither. v, 25,
*Lying lips....deceitful tongue.” Psa. 120, 2.
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1II. Tuk Leerosy.
1. Leprosy... .cleave unto thee. v. 26.
“ E ten the fruit of lics.” Hos, 10. 18,
2. Thy seed forever. v. 26.
“I'roubleth Lis own house.” Prov. 15, 27.
3. He went out....aleper. v. 21.
“8in will find you out.” Num. 32. 23.

Thoughts for Young People.

Lessons from Gehazi’s Fall,

1. Environments do not make character. The
highest privileges or the most godly companion-
ships will not, of themselves, make a man goed.
Obadiah feared God in the court of wicked Aliub;
Gohazi served Satan in the house of holy Elisha,

2. Sin links on to sin.  One sin surcly leads to
another und a greater. A man cainot break one
commandment and then stop at the edge of an-
other.

3. Sin brings its punishment in its train. Not
always as swift as Gehazi’s, yet always as sure.
“ God is not moeked,”

4. The harvest of sin s always greater than the
seed. A munsows the wind and reus the whirl-
wnl

B5. Life is a training-school. The leprosy,
though terrible, may have proved mereiful if it
saved Gehazi from something worse—the destruction
«f his soul.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Gehazi with a sncer is looking at Naaman's
chariot just about to roll awny from Elisha's door.
To think that his master would not take any com-
pensation for healing that leper! A pity that o1l
that trewsure should go back to Syria untouchcd !
Nuaman wanted to leave it, too. Ile would take it
as a favor to part with a portion of it, at least. Any
one looking?!  The master’s ~harp eye at any door,
any window? Nobody sces Gehazi, and he con-
cludes on his own account to take sometbing from
Naaman,

Oif hie runs,

Noaman sees him.  He stops his chariot, for that
urgent huste of Gehazi must mean trouble.

Up comes Gehuzi, panting, breathless, heated,
flushied.  Any body watching? Any body listen-
ing? s Elishanear?  Gcehazi turns, looks every
way, and then faces Naaman,

“Isall well?2” the late leper would know.,

“All is well,” Gehuzi assures this man made
whole, and a grateful man.

All is well, but—O, fulse tongue! O, tricky
hands! O, black heart! Elisha wants money and
garments for two poor young prophets just ar-
rived | Naaman suspects nothing. One talent only
wanted ! Take two, Gehnzi, urges the grateful cap-
tain. He will have it so. Tlhose poor fellows must
be cared for. Yes; he loads two servunts, each

| pallor in his face is spreading over his body.
| goes out white as snow—leper-w hite.

with u bay of silver and a change of garments, and
they bear them before Gehazi. The lute servant is
now a master.  He never felt so grund in all his life,
walking off in this fine fushion. Elisha might have
had Gehazi's chance.  Foolish Elisla! Is he any-
where near, looking, searching, inspecting? Ot
course not !

T'his procession of two treasure-londed servants
and the august Gehuzi reaches the hum'le quartors
of Elisha, It would be just ns well not to let K ixha
sce them ; is his far-seeing eye at any door-cruck or
window-lattice? No one detects Gehazi, and the
treasure might be borne anywhi re, Gehazi may
reason, hut—for—safe—keeping, Gelazi packs his
booty away in a snugand secret nook !

The servants have gone.

Gehazi is alone,

He stops a few minutes to get his breath in order,
adjusts his robes, slips oft his sandals, composes hix
features, gets up a calm, xedate, holy suile, und
prea:nts himself before Elisha,

The prophet looks up.

What scarching eyes he has!

“ Whence coniest thou, Gehazi 2" he asks in in-
isive tones.

Gehazi has gone “no whither.”
such guilcless tones,

“ Went not mine heart with thee?” axks Elisha,

How cold und curdling those tones, how heuvy
and how fur down in Gehazi's soul they sink!
Ilowever, the scrvant then may think that E isha
does not know any thing definite, ind Gehuzi will
go out calm and triumy hant, his face flushed with
the thought of vietory.

But Elisha tells Gehazi where he bas been ard
what he hus reccived !  Gehazi is in a puralyzing
awe. And what? Gehazi is to become a lepor ¢
Ilis face is ashy pale.

11is eyes stare as if turned tostone. His voice is
frozen in his throat. He turns to go out, but the
He
0, Gehazi !

Ie says it in

Gehazi!

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 20-24, ** Let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest ke full.” 1 used to think in my curly
Christian life thut if I were uble to stand for twenty
yeers 1 need fear no full.  But&he nearer you g o
the cross the fiereer the battle. Sutan aims high.
Ile went among the twelve and sivgled out the
trensurer, Judas, und the chief apostle, Peter, |
um told thut the only side upon wlich Edinburgh
Castle was successfully assuiled was where the rocks
were steepest, and where the garrison thought
themselves secure, Ifany man thinks he can alone
resist the devil at any one point, he nceds special
watch there, for the tempter comes that way.—
Moody. :

»
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Gehazi could not hiave been a very had man or

he would not have been Eli-ha's servant. Ilis only
sin may have been eovetousness, A slip muy be
sound in all save one little spot. At that =pot the
water enters, and soon the ship sinks. As long as
there remains one veak place where Satan ein
effect nn entrance, we are :8 weak as that one
place.

A bridge whick is a foot too short fuils to reach
across a chasgh, A racemay be lost by a length as
well asa mile. The Lord Chamberlain of England
was sent to exumine the cellars of the Ilouse of
Commons, and returned with the report that he
found there five and twenty barrels of gunpowder;
that he had removed ten of them, and he hoped the
rest would do no harm! The man who thinks to
serve God and mammon, and divides Lis time be-
tween the Lord and the devil, will be found to
have made a great mistake.

Verse 26, Gichazi forgot thut God's cye was on
him all the while, General Lafayette has told Low
at one time he was confined in prison, and in the
door of his ccll there was a little hole just lurge
enough to permit the cye of a man when place.l at it
to command a view of the whole ecll, At that door
a sentry was placed, his eye at the hole, following
the prisoner’s every movement, Sentries cameand
went, but night and day he felt that an cye was
upon him, Lafiyctte was a man of great mental
power, yet he tell us that thut eye constantly glar-
ing upon him was horrille, unbearable, maddening.
“The eyes of the Lord ure in every place, behold-
ing the evil and the good.”

Verse 27. *“Sin when it is finished bringeth
forth death.” The bean contains the plant and the
flower and the pod in embryo; and I am sure when
I plant it that it will produce them and nothing
else. Every action of our life is embryonie, and ue-
eording as it is right or wrong it will surely bring
forth the sweet flowers of joy or the poison fruits of
sorrow. ‘* Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap.”

Verse 21, * The leprosy of Nuaman shall cleave
unto thee,” Terod the Great, the first pers cutor
of Christiunity, was overwhelmed with agonizing
disease, and his numerous family was extinet in a
hundred years. Pontius Pilate, who condemned
Christ, was soon after expelled from office and
committed suicide, The persecutor Nero, after
sluying thousands of Christians, among them Peter
and Puul, «ttempted to take Lis own lif:, but failing
through cowurdice, called others to his aid. 'he
persecutor Domitian was murdered by his own peo-
ple. 8o were the Emperors Caius, Severus, and
Ileliogabalus, Scarcely one of the prominent per-
secutors of the Church escaped signal retribution,
The Emperor Claudius was eaten by worms, Max-
iminus put out the eyes of thousands of Christians ;

|
|
|

soon after o fearful disease of the eyes broke out
winong his people, of which he himself died in great
agony. Valens, who causcd cighty Christians to be
sent to sea in & ship and burned alive, himsclf de-
feated by the Goths, fled to o cottage, where he
was burnt alive.—Foster's Cyclopedia.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Review time, place, and environment....Get ex-
planations of tho phrases  ‘“scrvaut of Elixha,”
“ this Byrian,"” *talent of silver,” **be content,”
“tower,” *no whither,” “ oliveyards and vine-
yards,” “thy seed.”....8ins committed by Ge-
hazi. Covetousness, disloyalty, lying, theft, ete.,
et2,... Views tuught by the lesson: 1. Coneerning
God. 2. Concerning sin. 8. Concerning punish-
ment,...Trace the growth of Gehazi’s sin.  Are
such sins commit'ed now ?....A lesson picture, or
scries of pictures, cun be made an cffective eon-
veyancer of th:e spiritual truths of' this lesson,

References.

Freeman. Ver. 18: Rimmon, 3375 etiquette,
837. Ver. 21: Mark of re-pect, 38....Fosten's
Cyerorenia, Prose, 504, 047, 008, 2745, 0281, 0282,
5807 ; Poetical, B, Virs, 20-27: I'rose, 0641,
9255, Ver. 22: Prose, 7004, 7751, 10367, 10300
10871, 8744-3754. Ver. 26: 1566, 0284, 9280, 5050,
5054, 9256 ; Poetical, 8675, Ver. 27: Prose, 1016y,

Blackboard.

The swift steps of sin! how quickly they leal
down to destriction. Would it were possible far
the blackboard to set forth th» hatefulness of xin,
and how much Ged abhors all sin.  There is 1.
such thing as passing over little sins, I it were not
for the little sins there would be no great ones.
Gehazi’s downfall no doubt commence! with a lit-
tle greed for gain. Then eime covetousness, that
corrupts the soul, and he took his first step. What
was that? Then the second, and so on down to the
bottom, The broken column represents his ruined
life broken by the fall. More steps than are shown
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in the diagram may be drawn, and all the success-
ive steps from a bad thought,down to the last act
may be shown.
SI RUINED GEHNAZI'S LIFE.
WILL RUIN MINE.
GOD ABHORS IT. SHALL I LOVE IT?

Primary and Intermediate,

Lessox Tuovenr. Sin a Disease.

Review, Cull buck the last lcsson,  Pictures help
greatly in reviewing lessons.  The teacher who has
a * collection ™ of pictures ready for use will seldom
fuil to find something suggestive. Lesson helps
and picture papers are so abundantly illustrated
these days that with a little thought and care such
a collection may easily be made,

A picture of a leper, a chariot, the little maid, the
river Jordan—any of these would recull the inter-
esting story told in the last lesson,

To be tuught: 1, That God’s gifts are frec,
2, That to covet riches 1s a sin. 8. That sin must
be punished,

1. Tell every child to take a decp breat”, Ex-
plain that we could not live without the sir all
around us both day and night. God gives it to us,
It costs us nothing.  Birds and animals and plants
alt breathe it. Tell that there are places where the
air gets poisoned. Then it hurts us to breathe it
But there is plenty of sweet, pure air to keep us
well and strong if we will only breathe it.

Teach that God’s love und grace are free, like the
air.  They ure for every body, without money and
without price. The reuson why so many are not
srong and well in their spiritual life is because they
do not breathe the pure air of God's love; they go
wihere the air is poisoned with sin.

Recall the great cuie that was wrought for Naa-
man. He wanted to pay for it. Tell of the rich
gifts he brought. Why would not Elisha aceept,
them?  All that God wants in return for his gift of
healing is a loving and obedient heart, Tell how
Naaman showed that such a heart hud been given
to him,

2. Who was Elisha's servant?  Print “ Gehazi
on the board. Would Gehazi hear about t'ie truo
God from Elisha? Yes; and he knew the com-
mandment, *“ Thou shalt not covet.” But he only
koew it to say with his lips. e did not know it
in his heart, so that he could act it in his life.
Teach hereand always thato: 1y those truths aretruly
known which ure acted out in the life. Tell how
Gehazi wanted some of the rich gifts which Naaman
brought, and do not fuil to show that his spirit was
the very same that leads a ¢liild now to want some
pretty toy or something delicious to eat so much
that he will lie and deceive to get it. Lot children
tell which one of Jesus’s disciples loved riches, and
the awful sin to which it led him.

Use lesson symbol here, At the top of the board

| make a sun, with rays falling
ey | down upen and all around the
@l beart. Explain that they can-
plain Y ca
’ not get in because the heart is
; closed by the love of money.
3. Tell story of a lit!le girl
who stole a five-cent piece and
bought eandy. 'S8he deceived
80 troubled when she woke in
the dork night, feeling ill and unhappy, that she
confessed it all to mamma, and asked to be for-
given, '

Tell the story of Gehazi’s covetousness and sin.
Show how it made him lie and deccive. Teach
Golden Text, God can sce all we do and think.
Elisha's eye did not sce Gehazi tuke the silver from
Nuaman, but God’s cye did, and Gd t 1d it to Eli-
shy, for sin must be punished. Tell the sad pun-
ishment thut came to Gehazi. Recall the teaching
about leprosy, It is the picture of sin,

8in in the heart is like leprosy of the body.
Some day it is sure to come to sight and show the
ugly marks where all can sce them,

Only Jesus can cure the sin that we think is out
of sight. He will cure it freely and gladly for us
it we will ask Lim and do wl.at he bids us,

OPTIONAL HYVINS,

1 am poor ana blind,
Rock of ages.

Lord, 1 hear of showers,
Is this thy time.

I heard the voice,
Jesus, my all,

Dare to do right.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. What did the grateful Naaman ask Elisha to
aceept? A costly present,

2. For what did Naaman ask Elisha's pardon ?
For bowing to a false god.

3. llow did Gehazi sccure part of the present
that Elisha had refused? By telling a lie.

4. How did Elisha sec tlings donc in his b=
sence? By God’s power.

5. How was Gehazi punished? He was made
a leper.

CATECHISM QUESTION,
17. Is this the reason why we believe the Old
Testament?

There are many other ns, but this is the
chief reason. Our Lord horiourcd the Old Testa-
ment, snd we must honour it, and rec.ive it as the
word of God.
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LESSON XII. ELISHA’S DEFENDER.

[March 22.

GOLDEN TEXT. Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be

with them.
Authorized Version.
2 Kings 6. 8-18,  [Commit to memory verses
15-17.]

8 Then the king of S]yr’i-n warred against [s'ra-el,
and took counsel with his servants, saying, In such
and such a place shall be my camp,

9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Is'-
ra-el, saying, Beware thut thou pass not such a
place ; for thither the Syr'i-ans are come down,

10 And the king of Is'ra-cl sent to the place which
the man of God told him and warned him of, and
saved himself there, not once nor twice,

11 Therefore the heart of the king of Slvr'i-n was
sore troubled for this thing; and he ealled his sery-
ants, and said unto them, Will ve not show me which
of us is for the king of Is'ra-ci?

12 And one of his servants said, None, my lord,
O king: but E-li'sha, the prophet thut dsin 1s'ra-¢l,
telletii the king of I'ra-el the words that thou speak-
est in thy bed-chamber,

13 And he saiid, Go and spy where he 8, that T
may send and feteh him.  And it was toldl him, s:y-
ing, Behold, e is in Do'than,

14 Therefore sent he thither horses and chariots,
and a great host: and they came by night, and com-
pussed the city about,

15 And when the servant of the man of God was
risen early, and gone forth, behold, a host compassed
the city both with horses and chariots, And his
servant said unto him, Alas, my master ! how shall
we do?

16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be
with us are more thau tl'ny that be with them,

17 And E li'sha prayed, and said, Lorp, I pray
thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the
Lorp opened the eyes of the young man ; and he
saw: and, beliold, the mountain was.full of horses
and chariots of tire round about E-li'sh,

18 And when they came down to him, E-li'sha
rrayed unto the Lorn, und said, Smite this people,

pruy thee, with blindness, And he smote them
with blindness according to the word of E-li'sha,

2 Kings 6, 16,

Revised Version.

8 Now the king of Syr'i-a warred aguinst Iy'-
ra-el ; and he took counsel with his servants,
saying, In such and such a place shall be my

9 camp. And the man of God sent unto the king
of Is'ra-cl, suying, Beware thut thou pass not
such a place; for thither the Syr'i-ans are com-

10 ing down. And the king of Is'ra-el sent to the
place which the 1niun of God told him and
warned him of ; and he saved himself there, not

11 once nor twice. An the heart of the king of
Syr'i-n was sore troubled for this thing; and he
called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye
not show me which of us is for the king of Iy'-

12 ra-el?  And onc of his servants said, Nay, my
lord, O king: but E-li'sha, the prophet thut is
in In'ra-el, telleth the king of Is'ra-¢l the words

13 that thou speakest in thy bed-chamber, And
he suid, Go and see where he is, that T may
send and feteh him.  And it was told him, say-

14 ing, Behold, he is in Do'than, Therctore sent
he thither horses, and chariots, and a great
host: and they came by night, and compassed

15 the eity about, And when the servant of the
man of God was risen early, and gone forth, be-
hold, an host with horses and churiots was
round ahout the city. And his servant said
unto him, Alus, my master! how shall we do?

16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that he
wi h us are more than they that be with them.

17 And E-li'sha prayed, and ruid, Lorn, I pray
thee, open his cycs, that he may see. And the
Loro opened the eycs of the young man ; and
he saw: and, behold, the mountain wus full of
lorses and chariots of fire round about E-li'sha.

18 And when they came down to him, E-li'~ha
prayed unto the Lorp, and said, 8mite this peo-
ple, T pray thee, with blindness, And he
smote them with blindness according t> the
word of E-li'sha,

TIME. —B.C. 893, PLACE.—l)oumn, a city
north of Samaria, RULERS.—[’I'Ghnhly Jeho-
rum, King of Isracl, ind the King of Syria, prob-
ubly Ben-hadud 11. DOCTRINAT, SUGGES-
TION.—The minisiry of angels,

HOME READINGS,
M. Elisha's defenders, 2 Kings 6, 8-18,
Zu. The mighty helper, Deut. 4. 32-40,
W. Joyful tiust. Iy, 97, 1-8,
Th. *“Lam with thee.,” [sa. 43, 1-7.
#. A safe refuge, Psa, 91, 1-12,
S, A sure defense.  Psa, 125,
S, Apresent help, Psa, 46,

LESSON HYMNS,
No, 67, New Canadian Hymnal,
Not all the blood of beasts.

No. 66, New Canadian Hymnal.
The great Physician now is near.

No. 72, New Canadian Hymnal,
Arise, my soul, arise.

DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos, 161, 282, 39,
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QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Elisha’s Enemies, v. 8-15.

Who was the King of Syria?

Who was the King of Isruel ?

Who was the man of God

What does the statement of the King of Syria,
in verse 8, mean?

How did the man of GoJ know that the Syrians
had come ?

Why did the King of Isracl send to the pluce
that the man of God had warned him of?

What did the King of Syria suspeet

How may his servants have known of Elisha?

How could the Syrian king suppose that the capt-
ure of such a wonder-worker would fetter him?

What startling discovery did the servant of the
man of God make early in the morning ?

What quality prevented Elisha indulging in fear?

Have we as good reason for confidence as he?
2. Elisha’s Defenders, v. 16-18.

What did the young man sce?

Why did Elisha wish them blinded or confused ?

Did Elisha lic?

Is a lie ever justifiable ?

Practical Teachings.

Wherein does this lesson teach—

1. That it is foolish to put confidence in human
power?

2. That our best safety is in the guidance and
protection of G.d?

8. That nothing can be hid from omniscience !

4, That faithfulness to God may get us into tem-
porary difficulties ¢

5, That faith takes away all fear?

6. That we have unseen allics

Hints for Home Study.
1. Make out a complcte list of the angelic visits
and visions recorded in the Bible, classifying them:
1.) Asdefenders.
2.) As messengers,
2, Indicate the appearauce, so fur as you can, of
these angelic visitors,
8., What is the teaching of the Bible concerning
tiie ministry of angcls?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Elisha’s Enemies, v. 8-15.

‘Who waged war against Israel ?

‘Who warned the King of Israel of the encmy’s
plans

What was his warning?

‘What did the King of Isracl do when warned ¢

How was the Syrian king affected by these re-
sults ?

Who did he think had revealed his plans?

‘What did a servant say about Elishat

‘What commanrd did the Syrian give?

What was he told?

What preparation did he make for taking the
prophet? .

What did Elisha's servant see in the morning

What did he say to his master ¢

Who proteets God’s people from their enemies?
(Psa. 84. 7.)
2. Elisha’s Defenders, v. 16-18,

What assurance of safety did Elisha give hisserv-
ant?  (Gorven TexT.)

What prayer did he offer for the servant?

Tlow was the prayer answered

What did Elisha ask for his enemies?

What answer to this prayer came

To whom should we commit punishment ? (Rom.
12, 19,

) Teachings of the Lesson.

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. That God knows men’s thoughts ?

2. That God can defeat wicked men’s plans

3. That God ean protect us from all our foes?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find the story of an angel that a donkey saw but
a man could not see.
What prophet saw a splendid vision of four
chariots with horses ?
Find a text in onc of the psalms about tie en-
campment of the angel of the Lorl?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who made war upon Isracl? The King of
Syria.

Whom did he plan t» tuke prisoner? The
King of Israel.

Who made this plan known to Elisha?
Lord.

‘What did Elishado? He warned the king.

Did this happen more thun onee?! Yes3 seve
eral times,

What did the King of Syria ask his servants to
tell him? Wheo the traitor was,

Wht did they tell him? That Elisha made
known his plans.

What did the king say?
where he is.”

What did he want to do? Take him pris-
oner.

Where was Elisha?t At Dothan.

What did the king send there to take him? A
great host.

Who was frightened when he saw the army ?
Elisha’s servant,

‘What did Elisha tell him? (Gorpex TexT.)

What did the servant see when the Lord opened
his eyes? Horses and chariots of fire
around Elisha.

What did Elisha ask the Lord todo? To make
the Syrians blind.

The

¢“Go and spy
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Who is the Deliverer of his people? The
Lord.
Words with Little People.
God's angels are all around us, though we eannot
xee them with our eyes of flesh, How thiey want to
save us from harm, especially from the worst of

105-

harm, Six! Do we believe this? God says so,
Read Matt, 18. 10, Real faith gives open eyes.
Elisha was not afraid, becanse he believed God,

Whisper Motto,
“1 will not fear,”

General Statement.

Ben-hadad 11, of Syria, wus Israel’s implacable f.c.

He inherited great power from his royal father,

and brought tiirty-two vassal kings with him when he first besieged Samaria (1 Kings 20. 1),  Ahab was
foreed to submit to him as a vassal, bug afterward, under prophetie direction, fought and utterly destroyed
u great Syrian army, and ‘was sharply cen<ured for sparing the life of the merciless Syrian king, Ben-

liadad did not venture to renew the war while Ahab

King Ahaziah and King Jehoram,

were frequent, but guerilla warfare scems to have prevailed most of the time on the fronticr,

lived, butlost no time in attacking his successors
Probably truces—such as that during which Naaman was healed—

God, who

had kept from Elisha's knowledge the sorrow of the Shunammite woman, revealed to him all the plottings
of the Syriun king as soon as his own couneil knew them, and more than once Elisha warned the King of

Tsracl ugainst a coming attack,

His fame had already filled Damageus, and Ben-hadad, with the rame low

cstimate of a Hebrew prophet that had characterized his attempted negotiations in behalf of Naaman, de-
termined to rob his rival of a seer with such marvelous powers and attach him to the company of astrolo-

wers and soothsayers which doubtless surrounded his throne,
edge of Mouut Carmel, he sent thither by night a detachment of soldiers to scize him,
dawned ard revealed a cordon of glittering armor and a forest of spears encircling the city,

Learning that he was at Dothan, on the
The morning
Such a sight

might well spread terror; but Elisha was calm, for he knew that with God on his si le he was more than
conqueror, In answer to the prophet’s prayer his servant’s spiritual cyes were opened, and he saw—1what
his master had scen all the while—the Lill surrounded by fiery warriors protecting the man of Gol. No

wonder that with such defenders Elisha walked forth to meet his enemies,

God blinded their eyes, and

the host that came forth as conquerors were at the prophet’s mercy.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 8, Then, Better, now. The king of
Syria. Ben-hadad 11 The Syrians do not seem to
have been quite as clearly defined a race as the He-
brews or the IHittites, Damascus was so located as
to be ulways of prime importance, Whenever
great tyrauny like that of the Assyrians or the
Egyptians or the Bubylonians dominated A-<ia
Minor, Damascus became the lead of its chief
western province. Whenever such tyrannies de-
cayed an independent kingdom sprang up around
Damascus, and that kingdom was called Syria,
Warred against, War was the normal condi-
tion of uncient nations, as usual as peace is now.
Took counsel with his servants. Consulted
his aids-de-camp, My camp. Rather, my am-
buseade,: the point where I will make an unex-
pected attack, Very likely he hoped thus to capt-
ure Jehoram,

9. The man of God. Such was Elisha, per-
vuded by God's Spirit, enlighted by God’s wisdom,
protected by God’s power, fulfilling God’s will,
Sent unto the king. Elishastood in far friend-
lier relations with the Israelitish kings than Elijuh
had done; nevertheless there are indications that
the peuce between them was that of armed neu-
trality rather than that of friendship. Beware.
A fine old English word, that simply means, Be
aware, or, as we would now say, Look out, God might
have saved Isrnel from its enemies by raising mighty
armies or inspiring great generals, but that all might

sce that salvation was due to the God of Israel it
came through the man of God. Are come
down. Are coming down, Josephus makes the
seene dramatic by telling us that the King of Israel
Was starting on a hunting-party when Elisha warned
him. (1) 2t is safe to keep away from places of
temptation and danger. (2) He who is guided by
God's wisdom is well guided.

10. Sent to the place. Sent spies there, or
possibly sent troops to frustrate Ben-hadad’s plans,
The man of God told him. (3) The State has
n0 better friends than the ministers of God, Saved
himself there. Litcrally, he was wary ;" he
followed Elisha's dircetions, (4) 7 és well to fol-
low the counsels of @ man of God. (5) Heeding ad-
vice is asimportant as hearing it. Not once nor
twice. A phrase meaning many times,

11. Sore troubled. Ben-hadad had cause for
anxiety. Unprecedented military tactics were being
used by his foes, His servants. His aids, his
counsclors, as above. Which of us, A tyrant
naturally suspects treason; but Ben-hadad could
hardly have done a more foolish thing than to thus
blurt out his suspicions,

12, The prophet that is in Israel. Great
deeds and great character soon make a man known,
He could not be *“hid" (Mark 1. 24). Thou

P in thy bedechamber. Words which
have remarkable force when we remember the pri-
vacy aud seclusion of an Oriental haremn, (6) God
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hears and sees our most car¢fully hidden words and
actions.

13. Go and spy. The King of Byria sup-
posed that Elisha was a magician of uncommon
skill ; and magiciuns by turn exhibited marvelous
power und marvelous weakness, clse he would not
have entertained the idea that be could capture him
by surprise. To take such a magician personally to
his court would be as great an achievement us to
capture the King of Isracl. Dothan. A village
on the southern border of the pluin of Esdruelon,
about twelve miles north of Sumaria ; the place to
which Joseph went in search of his brethren,

14. A great host, A force much larger than
would ordinarily besent to capture one man ; but this
mun was a magician, By night. But he who had
been aware of Ben-hadad’s plans in Damascus wus
not left ignorant of his night warch in Dothan,
Compassed the city., Dothan was evidently
unguarded, (7) How often men form their plans
without taking God into account.

15. The servant. One who had recently
taken the place of the disgraced Gehuzi, He had
only & limited soquaintance with the prophet's
power. Risen early. Perhaps aroused by the
noise of the marching Syriavs. A host, Nota
camp, but an army ready to make an attack. How
shall wedo? The young man with quick wit
knows why these Syrinus have come. They are
not ordinary marauders, who seem for once to have
outwitted his prophetic master. (8) How much of
anxiety comes from ignorance and want of faith!
(9) If you are always faithful to God you may ex-
pect attacks from the ungodly.

16. Fear not. God and God’s ministers were

kept pretty busy in Biblo times saying these two
words, and to this day Christians hardly recognize
how sinful it is to be afraid. The omnipotent God
is our guard. They that be with us. Any
body could see the Syrians., It took eyes of
faith to sce the army of angels. More than they
that be with them. * One with God is & ma-
jority.”” Dr. Terry stoutly maintains the real ex-
istence of this host of angelic warriors and army of
leaven.

17. Elisha prayed. In behalf of his servant.
(10) Grace never shuts up the heart against affec-
tion. Opened the eyes. *‘For he stood in
blank bewilderment, terrified at sight of the enemy,
not knowing what to make of his master’s words.”
—Terry. What wonders we should sece if God's
veils were taken down! The mountain was
full. The whole hill-side was blazing with divine
majesty, (11) Never forget that we have unseen al-
lies. Round about Elisha. The most nat-
ural meaning would be that the angelic army was
an inner circle standing oppose.l to the Syrians.

18, When they came down. The Assyrian
host. Doubtless Elisha and his servant, ** encouraged
by the heavenly vision,”” went forth from the city, and
the Syrians started to capture tiem. Blindness.
Probably not a conscious obscuration of sight, but
rather a mental blindness and confusion. The ob«
juet was not to do them harm, but to make them
reulize their helpl when gonizing Jeho-
vah. Read in the succeeding verses how thiy were
led captive to Samaria, how they were saved and
restored by their captors, and how a happy result
followed.

OAMBRIDGE NOTES.

We liave no means of knowing whether this event
took place after or before that of chap. 5, as the
Listory seems to be arranged without regard to chro-
nology, merely presenting a series of pictures from
the life of Elisha, If after, we must assume it wus
considerably later, under a new king, and certainly
with a diffe ler-in-chief, It is fairly
clear that chap, 8. 4, 8g., must come before chap. 5,
as a leper could not in Isracl thus hold converso
with a king. The purpose of the present narative
is to slow that the ““ angel of Jeliovah encampeth
around ” his servant—not only the great Elijah, a
man great ulmost beyond the measure of men, but
also the humbler successor, the most intensely
human of ull the prophets, has this divine munition
ever around him, unseen by all but the illuminated
of heaven.

Verse 8, Syria. On the whole it seems most
likely that Ben-hadad is meant (verse 24), but we
have too seanty material to bring into order whut
we are told in these chapters of the relations be-
tween Syria and lsrael. Warred, A guerilla

warfure is described here, predatory bands being
dispatched into lsracl to inflict damage where they
could by ambuscades and forays. Camp. Jose-
phus and the Vulgate support the interpretation of
this (with a slight change of text) as a direction to
set an ambush, the former adding that it was in-
tended to entrap the king while he was on a hunt-
ing expedition.

9, If this king was really Jehoram the interpo-
sition of Elisha on his behalf is a striking exhibi-
tion of the divine mercy. Comp. verse 32; chap.
3,13, 14,

10. Sent a messenger to see if Elisha's words
were true, or, perhaps, sent a force strong enough to
dislodge the enemy. Not omce. The Syrian
king renewed the attempt at other times and places,
unly to be repeatedly foiled.

11. Which of us? The LXX. and Vulgate
read, ** Wlo is betraying me to the king 1"

12. Elisha. 'That these Syrian courtiers know
80 much about Elisha is a pvint somewhat in fuvor
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of placing this event after the healing of Nuaman,
before which he was unknown in Syria. Bede
chamber., Comp, Ecel. 10, 20.

13. Evidently the spies of Syria were tolerably
free in their movements about Isracl. The king
may have thought that the prophet would enter his
service and assixt him with this miraculous clair-
voyance. Dothan, Said by Jerome to lie twelve
miles north (? N.-E.) of Samaria, It is mentioned
in Gen. 37, 17, and elsewhere only in the book of
Judith,

14, Host of fuot-soldiers besides the chariotry,
It was of course expeeted that the townsfolk would
attempt a rescuc. The town was built on a hill,
and the Syrian army surrounded the walls so that
no one could leave, Every preparation was made
to eusure the success of their expedition.

15. Servant, Better, as murgn, * minister,”
The word appears also in chap. 4. 48, and seems to
deseribe an attendant differing in function from
Gehazi, It describes Joshua's relation to Moses,
and the verb usually is applied to the worship of
God. 8o, though such exceptions as Esth, 2. 2; 1
Kings 1. 15, make it uncertain, we shoul | cxp- et it
lere to denote a closer and more personal service,
Gone forth. Out of the house, to which he would
hasten back when he suddenly saw the Syrian host.
The subsequent vision was perhaps scen from the
housetop,

16. Comp. 2. Chron. 82, 7; Rom, 8. 81.

17. Open his eyes, 1t was n revelution of a
s'ate of things ulrcady existing, like Jacob’s dream
(Gen. 28, 12—note the order, **ascending and de-
seending”).  Those * ministering £pirits”  are
nearer to us ever than we have grace to sce.
Mountain. On which the town was built. The
ring of angel warriors encircled the erest of the hill
where Elisha dwelt and shut out the view of the
enemy below. Fire, A pointed reference to chap.
2,11, The host I Elisha b iti<he
who is being encompassed hy carthly foes, wioseck
to capture him,

18, When they. The text as it stands is
barely intelligible.  We must assume that Elisha
and his servant went down the hill through the
Syrian host, who only found them out when they
had got below them, A simple correction, sup-
ported by the Syrian Version, makes all elear—
*“ when they came down to them ' —thut is, the be-
leaguering lost.  People, Perliaps connceting
‘“ heathen nation.” Blindness. Comp, Gen, 19,
11. In both places the word deseribes u kind of
mist or illusion. They could see Eli-ha, but could
not recognize him nor the place he led them to.
His words that follow mean, *“ This is not the road,
nor this the city, where you are to find Elisha.”
Their incapacity to recognize ordinary objects round
them is strongly contrasted with the supernatural
clearness of vision granted to Elisha’s servant in the
use of the same words of pray.r (verse 20),

The Lesson Council,

Question 4. What was the relation between the
prophet and the king in lsrael ?

This question does not give any period, so that the
answer must be general. The germs of the pro-
phetic and regal order are found in the Mosaie law,
but they were not developed until there was a de-
mand for them. Originally the priests taught and
ruled the Jewish people in things spiritual, but
they became corrupt, and in Samucl’s time the pro-
phetic office was instituted, or ruther evolved, to
supplement and complete the work of the priest.
Samuel was the reformer of his t'me, and it was by
his institution that Israel had the school of prophets
who were to be so necessary to their education and
training, During this time Isracl demanded a king
who “should lead the people to battle in war and
exceute judgment and justice in time of peace.”
The people locked to Lim, but he was supposed to
get hix instruction from the prophet, who was in an
especial sense the servant and messenger of Jeho-
vah. The fuithfulness of the prophet and the
character of the king determine the relation at
different periods.-— Rev. George S, Butters.

The prophet was the representative and mouth-
picce of Jehovah, and was so regarded, for the most
part, by the national conscience. Originally God
himself was king over this people, and, though now
they bud o human mounarch, the Alinighty still
claimed their alleginnce and still voiced to them his
will. The prophet was the king's Bible, so to
spenk—a living epistle to him of the divine pur
poses. In this lesson he successfully guides the
king in military affairs ; at other times he speaks,
with equal authority and effect, to condemn and
punish both King and people.— Rev. Henry Tuck-
ley.

The government in Isracl was a theoeracy. The
king reigned by permission of God, who was the
lawgiver and the Supreme Ruler. The prophet
was the spokesman for the King of kings, to counsel
and reprove those who sat on the throne. Samuel
had the right to dircet and rebuke Saul ; and Nathan,
without fear, spoke God’s truth to David. As Is-
rael wandered from God the prophets became more
zealous in denouncing kings and exhorting the
people.  Many of them, * of whom the world was
not worthy,” were driven to *“ deserts and mount-
ains,” to ‘‘dens and caves of the earth;” but,
though ** destitute, afflicted, tormented,” they were
superior in God’s government to reigning kings,—
Rev. J. 8. Davis, B.D.

The prophet was in a high sense the representa~
tive of the will of God and the vindicator of his
righteousness, Both prophet and king derived their
authority from the same source, but the prophet
exercised his authority upon a higher plane. He

waa the constant quantity in the Jewish polity, for
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the king or against him, his most powerful ally or
most determined opponent, according as the kiny
was true to God or false to duty.— Rev. Fred Harri-
son Knight,

The prophet ealled of God was the medium of
-eommunioating his will to the people. Accepted as
such by the nation, he was strongly intrenched in
his religious churacter aud divine call, and hence
served as a check to the king in any tendency to de-
part from God's d He anointed the
king, thus adding the outward and visible call to
the inner call of the Spirit. He rebuked the king
and pronounced the judgments of God upon royal
wiokedness, The prophetic office was the safeguard
of the kingdom. 8o is the living pulpit of to-day
the safeguard of the nation.—0O. A. Houghton,
D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
The Man of God.

1. His CHARAOTER.
1. Patriotism o “Sent unto the king.”" v.9.
“Be subject unto the higher powers.” Rom,
13 1.
“To the king as supreme.” 1 Pet. 2. 13,
2. Courage. *‘Fear not.” v. 16.
“The righteous. .. .bold asa lien.” Prov. 28.1,
“Will fear no evil.”” Psa 23. 4,
8. Faith, “ More....that be with us." v. 16,
“The angel....encampeth.” Paa. 34. 7.
“If God be for us, who....ageinst.” Rom,
8. 31,
4. Prayer, * Lord, I pray thee” v.17T.
“ Prayer of a righteous man."” Jas, 5. 16,
‘ Beginning  of....supplications. ...came.”
Dan. 9. 23.
5. Mercy. *‘Blindness.”” v. 18,
‘*Lord, open the eyes.” v, 20,
¢ Bet bread and water before them.” v. 22,
I1. His Powgr.
1. To know. “ Thither the Syrians.” v. 9.
“ Know the mind of the Lord.”” Rom, 11, 84,
“ Revealed....by his Spirit.” 1 Cor. 2, 10.
2. To help. *Saved himself there.”” v. 10.
¢ Bless them that bless thee,” Gen. 12. 3.
“God hath given thee,,..with thece.”
27. 4.
8. To encourage. *‘Opened the eyes.” v. 17.
“Bethou....very courageous.” Josh1.7.
** Be strong in the Lord.,” Eph. 6. 10,

Acts

Thoughts for Young People.
Plans in Life.

1. “Remember thy Creator.” In forming our
plans in life it is a great mistake to reckon without
God, for such plans will surely come to nuught
(verse 8).

2. Consult good men, Those plans are well un-
dertaken which ure by the advice of a man of God,
for those who live in fellowship with God are safo
counselors (verse 9).

8. Avoid harmful associations. In our pluns it
is wise to avoid all places, all men, and all acts
which are dangerous. The king was wise not to
pass * whero the Syriuns are come down " (verse 10).

4. No weapon formed against thee shall pros-
per.”  The plans of worldly and wicked men
against God’s servants and God’s cause are gure to
fall, however strong they may scem to he (verse
18, 14),

B+ * How blest @ foundation!” He wlo dwells
in the arms of God is safe against earthly epemies,
and surrounded by angelic guards (veme 15-17).

Lesson Word-~Pictures.

The King of 8yria is in & quandary. He walks in
perplexity his palace floor. All in wainl He
marches his troops against Ispacl. He pitches his
cump. He plans his battles. Lo, Israel under-
stands all those movements and nimbly avoids his
Syrian pursuers,

“ Treason, treason !’ <oncludes Syria's king.
“ Let me hunt up the traitor who runs and tells all
my plans !

He calls his counselors, He states his perplexity.
He makes hLis charge of treason. Who will pro-
duce the traitor

There is none in 8yria, somebody tells him. Tho
traitor-ears, the traitor-lips are over in Israel. Has
not the king heard of one Elisha, the great prophet !
Elisha’s ears ure in the chambers of Syria’s palace ;
Elisha’s mouth is in the council - hall of Israel’s
king.

Ab, it is a mystery no longer to the King of Syria.
That Elisha? He was the one who healed Naaman.
He is doing measureless harm now to 8yria's king,
who says, “I will hunt down, seize, and eonfine
Elisha. Then I have in my hand all Israel. Now
a cage for that meddlesome prophet-bird !

Where will the king find this meddlesome
bird? In Dothan, he is told, Then Dothan shall
be the cage in which that evil bird shall be made a
prisoner, Away rush the horses! Off rattle the
chariots! A greet host of warriors the king also
sends, and they go in pride to cage Elisha. To
muke it absolutely sure they swoop down upon
Dothan in the night. Nobody will know of their
coming. Nobody will see them, and nobody shall
hear them. The men hush their voices, The horscs
are driven carefully, The chariot-whee!s go softly.
Ha-ha! Elisha is in a pen, a trap, a box, a cage!
Caught at lust ! Caged, and only Syria’s king can
let him out !

All this time Dothan sleeps. Elisha sleeps.
Elisha's scrvant sleeps, Who has had any ugly
dreams{ No one, certainly, under Elisha’s roof,




March 22.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER,

109

As for uny fear of the Syrians, not u Dothanite but
that despises them. Dothan his Elisha. He will
keep the enemy at & distance. In this calm confi-
dence Elisha’s servant walks out early in the morn-
ing. He steps to the walls, He looks off upon the
outside country, What? He steps back in affright !
O, the chariots, the horses, the tents, the men,
stretching all around the city, one strong girdle of
hate and cruelty and death, a vise soon squeczing
closer and closer, a cord around the neck of Dothan
that will be drawn tighter and tighter, strangling
all its life! And not the least of the evils is this,
that Elisha is in a cage of which (he enemy is the
keeper, in & juil of which the Syrian army is the
jailer! The servant of the prophet hurries away
from that awful sight. He runs, he flies, and re-
ports to Elisha. But the master is not disturbed.
He cries to the servant, “Fearnot!” And then
lowly and in faith le crics to God, and besecches
him to open the servant’s eyes, And God opens
them! What a splendor like the morning breaks
upon the servant’s vision! All about Dothan, all
above the idolater’s camp, lo! the host of the living
God! Rank upon rank, chariot after chariot, column
suceeeding column, a vast array of fire! There is
no stir of voice or weapon, There is no clash of
spear and shield, no roll of chariot-wheel. TItis
one glorious, silent war-host in the panoply of
heaven, and amid awful stillness above the heights
of Dothan, halting in long, fiery battle-line.
Elisha is safe,

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 18, 14, 15, Elisha's persecution brought
out a glorious revelation. The very fact that you
have troubles is a proof of His faithfulness, for you
have got one half of his legacy snd you will have
the other half, Christ’s last will and testament has
two portions in it: *“In the world ye shall have
tribulation ;”’ you have got that. The next clause

“is, * Inme ye shall have peace ;”’ you have that tco,
‘“Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world ;"
that is yours also.—Spurgeon.

During Dr. Payson’s last illness a friend, coming
into his room, said : ** Well, I am sorry to see you
lying here on your back.” ‘Do you know what
God puts us on our backs for?" said Dr. Payson,
cheerily, *‘ No,” was the answer, * Inorder that
wemay look upward.”

Should the native of some distant world on which
the sun always shines visit our globe, he would be
filled with dismay as he beheld the sun disappear,
and darkness envelop rature as in a funeral pall,
How would his astonishment increase as, amid the
increasing darkness, myriads of worlds of which he
never drenmed blazed forth upon his vision, Thus,
often adversity affrights us; but instead of con-

tracting our blessings, it reveals to us new sources
of comfort, worlds of joy hidden while the veil of
prosperity hung about us.

Golden Text. One would feel safe behind the lines
of the Union army stretching continuously from
rea to sea. ITow much more behind God’s universal
hosts stretching across illimitable fields of the uni-
verse! How apparently insignificant is man! At
Sirius a hair's breadth covers and hides the whole
solur system, which with its diameterof 6,000,000,000
miles is but a speck in iilimitable space !  Yet God

1 Is to array himself on the side of ore
of its worlds, and & single soul in that world, and
to pledge all the power of his protection to one
humble believer on that insignificant planet. What
an astounding revelation of grace! John Knox, the
leader of the Scottish Ref ion, adopted as
his maxim, * One with God is a majority,”—A. 7.
Pierson,

Verse 17. A girl of sixteen years had all her life
been a victim of a blemish in her eyes that hindered
perfect vision, Finally, a surgical operation was
performed, and she was kept within the house till
her eyes gathered full strength. Some time elapsed
before she went into the open air after nightfall.
One evening she rushed into the parlor with face
uglow with excitement. The joy of a great discov-
cry illumined every feature, * 0, come out quickly
tothe lawn,” she exclaimed, * and see what beauti-
ful things have appeared in the sky !” Her friends
followed her out hastily, They saw nothing.
“ What do you mean!” they asked her. * Look!"
she said, pointing eagerly heavenward. * Don’t you
sce those bright things up there—and there—spark-
ling all over the sky?” * My dear child,” said
her mother, *those are the stars.” Friends could
hardly take in the fact that for all the years of her
life this child had heen moving through Ged’s world
with & limited vision, seeing only what lay close
around her, utterly oblivious that there were hosts
of stars all over the sky, and all so beautiful. How
strange it seemed ! I think of something far more
strange, more pitifal. O, souls of men! heaven is
full of shining lights that God has hung out to
charm the pathway to his eternal home, to lure you
upward, to show you how far heaven rises above
carth in value and glory., Yet your eyes are still
withholden. You are blind toward heaven.—Dr,
H. O. MeCook.

At the Paris Exposition I saw ranged around
the room many people, their elbows resting on the
velvet cushions, their ears at the telephoncere-
ceivers, listening to cor.cert or lecture, while thosce
in the room without this econncction heard
nothing, *“80,” said I, *“the Christian hears whut
the worldling cannot, b Lie has no i
with the heavenly laud.”—Hannak Whitehall
Smith,
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Teachers’ Meeting.

It would be well to draw a map showing the re-
lation of Israel and Syrin, and containing the cities
of Damascus, Dothan, and Samaria..,.Tell the
story, or call it forth from the class by questions,
«.. It will make the story more graphic to draw a
line representing the march of the Syriuns while
describing it, and a ring around Dothan indicating
the Syriun host, Inside this ring draw another in
briglt red or yellow chalk, representing the divine
protectors around Eiisha, Then draw the line of
march to Bamaria, and give an account of the
blinded army, then the line of their journey back
to Damascus, What story did they tell when they
reached home? What was its effect upon the peo-

Show from this the ways in which God
tukes care of his own, 1. By giving them knowl-
edge. 2. By giving them defenders, 8, By an-
swering their prayers. 4. By giving them power
over men.,...Does God help his people now in the
tame way?....The Thoughts for Young People
suggest some principles concerning conduct and
character.

References.

Foster's CycrLorepia, Ver. 13: Poctical, 3389,
Ver. 15: Prose, 1434, 1486, 2259, Ver. 16: Prose,
9813, 0054, 9537, 7926, 112566, 11257, 77183, 7928-7930,
11357, 11561 ; Poctical, 119-126, 181137, 8391, 8392,
Ver, 18: Prose, 7951, 11267, 11269, 11271, 11278,

Blackboard,

Dirkorions.—Fasten a piece of white chialk to a
string. Hold the other end of the string against
the board with the left hand where you want the
center of the circle to be. Draw the two circles
with the chalk in the right hand.

ArrricaTION.—~God’s protecting care is ever
around us, It is cndless, without & break. To
harm us evil must first break through that circle,
and, *“if God be for us, who can be against us 1"

Primary and Intermediate.

Our Father's Care.

Preface this lcsson with a true story of a little
girl in Australia who was scnt one day to carry
ler papa’s dinner to him as he was working in the
forest. Somehow she lost her way, and for nearly
four days wundered about in the great forest.
When the dark night eame she would ask God to
send his angels to guard her, and he did, One
night she lay down to sleep in the slelter of a
great log. Suddenly she was awakened by a
strange noise, and opening her cycs saw two big
black ereatures looking at her. Her first thought.
was of the gentle cows at honie, and she began call-
ing, *Come, Cherry ! Come, Sweet Lips!” The
wild bears looked at her a little while, and then
trotted away. They could not hurt her, for God
was taking care of her,

Lesson Trovanr,

Ask who remembers what country Naaman was
of. The King of Syria sent his army to Israel
again to fight the king of that country, Pin up a
gilt crown, Tulk about the king of a country., He
is the leader of the people—something like a great
father. Should lie die, or be made captive, the people
are in great trouble. The King of Syria wanted
to take the King of Israel prisoner, But every
time he came to the place where he expeeted to find
him, the king was gone! Elisha had sent word to
him to flee,

How could Elisha know what the King of Syria
was going to do? Explain that a prophet knew
what would happen the next day or the next week
or hundreds of years after, A prophet was a true
servant of God, to whom he could speak. No one
but God knows what will happen in the future ;
but he can tell his servants if he chooses to do so.

Tell the king's plun to take Elisha, when he
found who it was that told his plans to the King of
Israel.

Make many little squares for the city of Dothan
on a mountain-side. Lower down some little tents
to indicate the army of the Syrian king. Elisha
and his servant were in Dothan. In the night the
King of Syria sent a great many soldiers to sur-
round the city. Some rode in chariots, and they
looked very strong and war-like, Elisha’s servant
looked out in the morning and saw them. The
sight made him afraid, But Elisha was not afraid.
Let children tell why. He believed that God would
tuke care of him, even if enemies came against him,
Open the big Bible and read from it some promises
of God’s protecting care,

Elisha wanted his servant to learn how to trust
God. 8o he prayed that God would open his eyes.
When the servant looked out again he saw the
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire!
God had sent them to protect his servant Elisha,
But the King of Syria and his soldiers could not
see these horses and chariots of fire, Their eyes
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were not open—the eyes of faith and love. They
did not believe in the God of heaven,

Now the Syrian army began to move toward the
city to take Elijah. They thought it would be
eaxy. As they camc near, Elisha prayed again.
He asked the Lord to make them blind, and they
were smitten with blindness,

Practical Application. As Elisha had enemies
who wanted to destroy him, so have we. Satan
kut.ps hn a\ll splrn.s busy trying to take us captive.

Tell what Satan’s *darts”
are like—sclfish thoughts, an-
‘ gry feclings, ete. Where
‘ shall we hide from our en-
‘ emy?
In Him $ Ax soldiers seck snfet.y ina
ortress, 80 must we in our
L will | TrusT iy W
runs to a parent for safuty when some outward
harm threatens, just so God’s children may run to
him in faith and prayer when Satan comes to tempt
them,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Thougn troubles assail,
Precious promise.

O holy Baviour.

Take the name of Jesus,

In the secret of his presence.
All the way.

Never alone,

In some way or other.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. Who told the King of Isracl the plans of the
King of 8yria? Elisha.

2. What did the Syrian king send to capture
Elishat A great host with horses and
chariots,

3. What did Elisha's servant discover early in
the morning? That they were surrounded
by an army of enemies.

4. What didl Elisha pray? That the Lord
would open the young man’s eyes,

6. What did the young man then discover?
That they were surrounded by a greater
army of angels.

6. What is the GoLpEx Tkxr? ¢* Fear not,*

cte,

CATECHISM QUESTION.
ow does the New Testament teach His
relizion?

It conwnl the history of His life and death, th
ot s tenching il e wad vt
an e doctrine whic s tau 11
His Spirit after He ascended ln'w he ;‘3«.‘"’" =yl

image of fallen Adam, destitute of original
righteousness. (Gen. 8. 8.)

36. What are the miseries of this condition ?
All mankind being born in sin, are by nate
ure under the wrath of God.

T —

FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW,
March 29.
HOME READINGS.

M. 1 Kings 12, 25-83, 7w, 1 Kings 17. 1-14,
W. 1 Kings 18, 30-80. 7. 1Kings 21, 1-16, F.
Heb, 9. 6-15, 8. 2 Kings 4. 27-87. S. Mutt, 28,
1-10,

REVIEW SERVICE FOR SENIOR
STUDENTS.
DIRECTIONS FOR STUDY,

1. These leasons cover at least eighty-two years, in-
clude the geography of the whole of Palestine,
and deal with many remarkable characters:
Each of these particulars should be studied in
the review.

. Write the names of three unusvally decisive
characters whose lives wcre spent in this
period.

. Write the names of two unusually vacillating
characters,

. Muke a list of the decisive battles that were
fought in this period.

. Commit to memory all the Gorpen Trxts, and
repeat them every day.

. Repeat duily the Titles and Doctrinal Sugges-
tions of the quarter,

. Write a brief history of the life of Elijah,

. Write a history of Elisha.

. How many kings reigned over Israel in this
period.

. Make a list of the kings of Judah.

. Here is a series of pictures. Reeall a lesson by
each:

Fifty men looking across a river,

A woman gathering sticks,

A man hiding in u cave from an earthquake,
A man pouring salt into a spring.

A prophet pouring water on a sacrifice,

A king dedicating an altar,

An angel feeding a weary man.

. Make rome word-pictures yourself which will
recall to your minds Lessons XII, IV, IX, I,
11, 111,

i Hem are a few aymbols each one should recalt
a lesson :

A raven,

A juniper-tree,
A scorpion,

A cruse of oil,

A golden calf,
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14, Write down all the prophets who are ien-
tioned in these lessons.

15. What was Jeroboam’s great mistake?

16. Read over afresh all Practical Teachings, and
commit to memory those which touch your
life,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR INTERME-
DIATE SCHOLARS.

I Tirues ANp GorokN Texrs.—Recall by the
aid of the following catch-words the Torics of the
lessons, and also the GoLpen TExrs of each :

1. The K. D. Pride goeth before—

2 Link Thou shalt not make—

3. G. C.of E. They that seek the Lord—

4. E. and the

P.of B, How long halt ye—

5. E.at H. Fear not, for I am—

6. A. C, Take heed, and beware—

7. E. T. to H. And Enoch walked—

8. E.8. Not by might, nor—

9. T.S8. 8. The Father raiseth up—
10. N. H. Who forgiveth all—
11. G. P. Be sure your sin—
12. E. D. Fear not : for they—

II. Tue Lessox Story.—Recall as fully as you
can the lesson story as suggested by the following
hints :

1. A pleading people ; a haughty king; a lost
inheritance,

2. A distrustful king;
priests.

3. A king rebuked; a prophet fed; a widow
blessed.

4. False prayer and failure; true prayer an-
swered.

5. A fearful prophet ; a divine supply ; a vision
and its teachings.

6. A peevish ruler; a wicked woman ; a cow-
ardly murder.,

7. Two travelers; a divided river; an ascend-
ing prophet.

8. A prophet honored ; a fruitless search ; a mir-
acle wrought,

9. Great sorrow ; great faith ; a great blessing.

10. A hopeless sufforer ; a helpful messuge; a
perfect cure.

11. A grateful man; a greedy man ; a just pun-
ishment.

12, A king thwarted ; a prophet in danger ; an
army mwade blind.

false gods: wicked

1II. Tue Lesson Teacmines.—State from each

Besson one duty or one doctrine taught therein :

1. About the control of our tongues,

2. About worshiping false gods.

8. About our daily bread.

4. About answers to prayer.

5. About the triumph of God’s cause.

6. About coveting our neighbor’s goods,

7. About persevering praycr,

8. About the reward of faithful service,
9. About trusting God in trouble,

10. About children serving God.

11. About greed and deceit.

12, About the safety of God's friends,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Can you repeat the GoLpey Texrs:

Pride goeth before—
Thou shalt not make—
They that seek—

How long halt—

Fear not, for I am—
Take heed, and—

And Enoch walked—
Not by might, nor—

The Father raiseth up—
‘Who forgiveth all—

Be sure your sin—

Fear not: for they that be—

Lesson I.—Who became King of Isracl when
Sol died? Rehob What did he re-
fuse to do for the people! Make their burdens
lighter. What was the result! The kingdom
was divided. What were the two kingdoms
called? One was Israel, the other Judah.

Lesson IL—Who was made King of Israel?
Jeroboam. What did he fear the people would
do? Forsake hime What did he ret up for
them to worship? Golden ealves. Whose law
did he break in doing this? The law of the
Lord.

Lessox 11L—Who was a great prophet of the
Lord? Elijah. How was Elijah fed in time of
famine? By ravens, Where was he next sent?
To Zarephath. Whotook careof himthere? A
poor woman. For whose sake did she do this?
For the Lord’s sake,

Lesson 1V.—Who was an idol-serving King of
Isracl? Ahab., To what place did Elijah tell
him to call all the people? To Mount Carmel.
Who offered sacrifices there?! The prophets of
Baal, and Elijah. Which god answered by
fire? The God of Israel.

Lessox V.—Who said she would kill Elijah?

Queen Jezebel. Where did he flee? Into

the wilderness. Who came and fed him? An
angel. How did the Lord speak to Elijuh there?
In the still small voice. What did he tell him
todo? Return to his work.

Lessox VI.—What did King Ahab covet? Nae
both?’s vineyard., Who procured it for him?
Queen Jezebel. How did she get it? By
having Naboth killed. What message did
Elijah bring to Ahab from the Lord? ¢ In the
place where dogs licked the b'ood of Na«
both shall dogs lick thy blood.”
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Lesson VII,—How wus Elijuh taken to heaven?
In a chariot of fire. Whosaw himgo? Elis
shas What was given to Elisha? A double
portion of Elijah’s spirit, Why was it given
to him? Because he wanted it, and asked
for it,

Lessox VIII.--What fell from Elijah as he went
up to heaven? His mantle. Who caught it?
Elisha. What did he begin to do?! Miracles,
as Elijah had done, Ilow did he heal the bit-
ter waters of Jericho ! By putting salt in the
spring,

Lesson IX.—Who was Elisha's friend in Shu-
nem? A rich woman. What great sorrow
came upon her? Her only child died. What
did Elisha do1 e restored him to life,
Lesson X.—Who was Naaman? A Syrian

B.C. 760,

Authorized Version,
Isa. 5. 1123, [Commit to memory verses 11, 20.]
11 Woe unto them thut rise up early in the morn-
ing, that they may follow strong drink ; that con-
tinue until night, ¢/ wine inflame them !

12 And the harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe,
and wine, are in their feasts : but they r?n not
the work of the Lorp, neither consider the opera-
tion of his hands.

18 Therefore m; ‘e are gone into eaptivity,
beecause they Aawi(ﬁ?owlodgn‘:ﬂund their Eonon:
ble men are famished, and their multitude dried
up with thirst.

14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and
opened her mouth without measure: and their glory,
and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that re-
joiceth, shall descend into it.

15 And the mean man shall be brought down,

and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes
of the lofty shall be humbled :

16 But the Lorp of hosts shall be exalted in judg-
ment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in
righteousness,

17 Then shall the lambs feed after their manner,
and the waste places of the fut ones shall strangers
eat,

18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords
of vanity, and sin us it were with a cart-rope :

19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his
work, that we may see i¢: and let the counsel of
the lfoly One of Is’ra-el draw nigh and come, that
we may know ¢/

20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good
evil; that put darkness for light, and light for dark-
ness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter |

21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes,
and prudent in their own sight !

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine,
and men of strength to mingle strong drink

28 Which justify the wicked for reward, and take
away the righteousness of the righteous from him !

TEMPERANCE LESSON.
GOLDEN TEXT, My people are destroyed for lagk of knowledge. 1los. 4. 6.

What was the matter with him? He
Who told him to wash in
What followed ?

general,
had the leprosy,
Jordan seven times? Elisha.
He was healed.

Lksson XI.—Who was Gehazi?  Elisha’s
servant, What did he hear Elishs refuse? A
gift from Naaman. Whut Jdid he determine to
do? Get the gift for himself, Who made
known Gehazi's sin to Elisha! The Lord.
What punishment fell upon Gebazi? He bee
came a leper.

Lesson XIT.—Who tried to take Elisha prisoner?
The King of Syria. What did he send to
Dothan? A great host, Who was afraid?
Elisha’s servant. What did the Lord let him
sec? Horses and chariots of fire sent to
save Elisha,

- ———————
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Revised Version,

Woe unto them that rise up early in the
morning, that they may follow strong drink ;
that tarry lale into the night, till wine inflame
12 them! And the harp and the lute, the tabret

and the pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but

they regard not the work of the Lorp, neither
have they considcred the operation of his hands.
13 Therefore my people are gone into captivity, for
lack of knowledge : and their honorable men are
famisied, and their multitude are parched with
14 thirse. Therefore hell hath enlarged her desire,
and opened her mouth without measure: and
their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp,
and he thut rejoiceth among them, desecnd info
15 if. And the mean man is bowed down, and the
great man is humbled, and the eyes of the lofty
16 are humbled : but the Lonrp of hosts is exalted
in judgment, and God the Holy One is sanctified
17 in righteousness. Then shall the lambs feed as
in their pasture, and the waste places of the fat
ones shall wanderers eat.

Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords
of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope :
that say, let him make speed, let him hasten his
work, thut we may see it : and let the counsel of
the Holy One of Is'ra-el draw nigh and come,
that we may know it !

Woe unto them that .1l evil good, and good
evil ; that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness ; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet
for bitter !

1n

18

21 Woce unto them that are wise in theirown eyes,
and prudent in their own sight !
22 Woe unto them that are n.ighty to drink wine,

and men of strength to mingle strong drink g
which justify the wicked for a reward, and take
?Wn}; the righteousness of the righteous from
him

2

@
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TIME.—About B. C. 760, PLACE.—Irob-
ably Jerusalem, RULERS.—Azariah, King of
Judab ; Pekah, King of Israel. DOCTRINAL
SUGGESTION.—The holiness of God.

HOME READINGS.
M, The drunkards of Isracl. Isa, 5. 11-23,
7w, Death through drunkenness. Lev. 10, 1-11.
V. The godly and the ungodly. Psa. 1. 1-6.
Th. Warning against neglect. Prov. 1. 20-33.
F. Results of impenitence. Jer, 5. 1-6,
8. The lack of knowledge. Hos. 4. 1-9,
8. The apostle’s counsel. Eph, 5. 11-19,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 271, New Canadian Hymnal,

Arise, go forth to conquer,
No. 839, New Canadian Hymnal.

Give thanks unto God, who is able and willing.

No. 338, New Canadian Hymnal.

See, the Church of Christ arises.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 226, 239, 241,

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS.

1. The Drunkard’s Feast, v, 11, 12, 22, 23,
On whom does God's prophet pronounce a woe?
‘What sin in modern life is followed most nearly
uniformly with immediate temporal punishment?
What reason can be given for the fact that men
who drink intoxicants us a rule do not regard the
work of the Lord ?

What were some of the social conditions of He-
brew life at the time of this prophecy ?

2. The Drunkard’s Woe, v, 13-21.

Why did God permit the Israelites to be taken
into captivity

What is meant by * honorable men ” and  mul-
titude ?”

What is the meaning of the awful image, in the
fourteenth verse, of the mouth of hell #

What is the meaning of the seventeenth verse

What class of people are characterized in the
eighteenth verse

Is it right to indulge in the use of intoxicating
liquors?

1f that be wrong, is it right to sell them ?

1f that be wrong, is it right to grant permission
to other people to sell them ?

1f that be wrong, is it right to vote for men who
when in office will grant that permission ¢

Practical Teachings.
Wherein does this lesson teach—
1. That the beauty and splendor of social feasts

cannot blind God to the odious sin of intemper-
ance !

2. That no false argument concerning liquor-
drinking or selling can altcr facts

8, That those who will not listen to reason in re-
gard to this evil will hereafier reap an awful pun-
ishment ?

4, That it is asin to license sin—** to justify the
wicked for reward ¢

Hints for Home Study.

1. Find cases in the Bible of men whose success
in life was thwarted by their habits of indulging in
strong drink.

2. Gather together all the reasons that you can
think of for maintaining that the drinking habit
now is morally much worse than it was in Bible
times,

QUESTIONS FOR_ INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1. The Drunkard’s Feast, v. 11, 12, 22, 23,
Upon what early risers is woe pronounced
What musi¢ do they have at their feasts ?

For whom have they no regard?
What doom is in store for all such? (See Psa.

28, 5.)

Upon what mighty men is there a woe?
Of what injustice are they guilty ?
How does God regard such people? (Prov. 17,

15.)

2. The Drunkard’s Woe, v. 13-21,

‘Why did eaptivity come to God’s people

What happened to their men of honor and the
multitude ?

What is said of their doom?

Who would be humbled in that day ¢

‘Who would then be exalted ?

‘What is said of the waste places?

What is said of such as sin with vanity and bold-
ness ?

What chullenge did they give to the Almighty

What woe is pronounced on those who pervert
language ?

What upon the v.ise and prudent ¢

What is a wise man’s warning against self-con-

ccit? (Prov. 8. 7.)

How may we avoid the drunkard’s woe? (Prov.

23. 31.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That wine-drinking is a curse?
2. That drunkenness leads to other vices?
8, That God will surely punish the drunkard

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find the words of a wise man concerning the
drinking of wine,
Find a curse pronounced upon the man who gives
strong drink to his neighbor,
Find a text about drinkers and the kingdom of
heaven.,
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who is an enemy of strong drink? The Lord.

What does he say of those who are ruled by it?
¢ Woe unto them.”

What are they always seeking? Pleasure.

What do they not consider? The work of the
Lord.

What do such people show? Lack of knowls
edge.

Into what are they led? Into captivity.

Who leads them captive! Satan.

Whither are they going? To dwell with
Satan.

Who looks with sorrow upon the evil caused by
strong drink? The hely God.

What does he say of proud sinners? ¢¢ Woe
unto them.”

What does he say of siuners who think them-
selves wise?! ¢ Woe unto them,”?

What does he say ofthose who are mighty to drink
wine? ¢ Woe unto them.?”

What does he say of those who mingle strong
drink? ¢ Woe unto them.”

What does he say of those who justify evil-do-
ing? ¢ Woe unto them.”?

Who has the right to pronounce these woes?
The great God.

Words With Little People,
“ wHO HATH WOE { "

The man or woman or child who forgets God and
denies his word,

He says the wonderful bodies he has given us are
to be kept clean and pure for the Holy Spirit to
dwell in,

Can the Holy Spirit dwell in a body corrupted by

strong drink
Whisper Motto.
““Ye are the temples of God,”

General Statement,

These words were probubly uttered about one hundred and thirty years after the date of the last lesson,
Pckahwas King of Isruel, and Azarish King of Judah. Both nations had sadly declined in religious
force and good morals ; but Jerusalem wus still the stronghold of the sacred priesthood, The spirit of
prophecy (or, in plain modern English, of divine guidance) was not now so often shown in miraculous
deeds, startling their beholders into a recognition of the prescnce of the invisible God, as in bold, straight-
forward appeuls for reform and distinet threats and promises of God’s management of public and
private affairs. No voice rang out in warning or cheer with such eloquence as that of Isaiah, Himself
related to the kings whose wickedness he denounced, he stood forth for years as the incarnation of
aggressive righteousness in the midst of *“a crooked and perverse g ion,” and no stat of ancient
or modern times has riscn to sublimer oratory than his, The passage from which our lesson is taken is
full of suggestion, The prophet in superb poetical diction describes himself as walking out from the
crowded thoroughfares of Jerusalem into the * vineyard of the Lord.” There he observes * wild
grapes "’ where choicest clusters should have grown, and these wild grapes * he catalogues into a series of
woes, fruits, all of them, of love of money und love of wine "—avarice and drunkenness, appropriation of
the soil, and indulgence in strong arink—xins which are as common and fruitful of evil in modern days as
in the corrupt civilization of ancient Judah, * Every civilized community develops sooner or later its
drink question and its land question,”—@. 4. Smith.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 11, Woe. We are 5o accustomed to | them. Burn them up. Even the purest wines

regard God's “woes™ as threats and anathemas
that we are apt to forget that they are also state-
ments of the steady working of what is often called
“natural ” law, He who does the misdeeds here

and beers are destructive flames, consuming body
and soul,
12. Harp...viol...tabret...pipe. The

mentioned always as a consequence has the woe.
Rise up early. Showing that in their case in-
toxication was not merely a degrading incident of
revelry, but an end which was sought afier.
Strong drink. In Bible times there were no
distilled liquors and no systematically corrupted
liquors, Continue until night. Set aside all
duties for the purpose of “getting drunk.” The
world has turned uround a good many times since
Isaiuh’s day, and no men could now hold their po-
sition long in the best society and habitually run to
such cxcess ; no individuals could, and, so fur, there
is improvement. But to-day are i

urably more guilty in their support of the drink
babit than ever before. Till wine inflame

of music at ancient feasts is secn from
chap. 24. 8, 9; Amos 6. 5,6, The harp is one of
the most ancient of instruments, The viol was
something like the lyre, but with twelve strings,
The tabret was probably a kettle-drum or tambour-
ine. The pipe may have been a flute or flageolet,
These musical instruments stand for the dance and
other light-learted amusements with which the
banquets were enlivened. The people enjoyed
these luxuries, but regarded not God’s work. Ree
gard not the work of the Lord. No pam-
pered man does. Neither consider. God al-
ways regards lack of ideration ns a crime,
Nothing kills conscience like ‘the steady drinking
of intoxicants, Operation. Workings,
13. Therefc B of their systemati
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ignorance of truth, Are gone. The prophetsees | fune writings by the econstunt allusions to the

the future as if it were present. Into captivity.
Their captors are wine and strong drink.
knowledge. They learn neither by their own
experience nor by that of others. Honorable
men. Aristocrats, Multitude. Common peo-
ple. All alike are brought into distress, And
yet it is questionable if these sinners suffered
more than those who habitually drink intoxicants
now, whose physical torments pass deseription ; or
if the misery which these drunkards breught upon
the innocent people of Samaria beenuse of their ex-
cess was as great as the unspeakable misery brought
to thousands of innocent hearts to-day by relatives
whose appetites turn them temporarily into idiots
and lunatics.

14. Hell. The unscen realm of spirits, rather
than the place of torments, Hath enlarged
herselfse As it the power of darkness were
not prepared for such a wholesale turning to evil,
1t is one of the strongest possible figures of speech.
Death and hell are throughout the Seriptures repre-
sented as yawning ferociously f r the souls of men ;
but in this case the frenzied sinners of Isruel are troop-
Ing so eagerly to destrueti n that the very appetite
of hell has to be enlarged for the consumption of
the unanticipated spoils of strong drink. * When
our judges tell us from the bench that nine tenths
of pauperism and crime are caused by drink, our
physiciuns that if only irregular tippling were abol-
ished half the current sickness of the land would
cense, and our statesmen that the ravages of strong
drink are equal to thosc of the historical scourges of
war, famine, and pestilence combined, surely to
swallow such a glut of spoil, the appetite of ¢ Liell?
must have been still more enlarged, an | the mouth
of “ hell” made still larger.”"—@. A. Smith.

15. The mean and mighty alike are humbled.
The scene in verses 14 and 15 needs only to be pict-
ured clearly to our classes to produce a lasting of-
feet.  Death rapidly enlarges her bottomless pit for
the unwonted harvest of xouls while they with in-
sane revelry indulge in their glory, their multitude,
their pomp, and their song, dancing in merriment
into destruction.,

16. Exalted. In the view of mankind the
righteous judgment of God will be indorsed.
Sanctified. Regarded as holy, We could not
revere God in our hearts if he tolerated sin,

17. After their manner. At their own
will. The fences are all down, the rich gardens
and furms are all desolate, and the lambs grown
wild are heedlessly permitted to feed among the
vineyards and orchards and gardens of those who
have been deported as chained captives to Nineveh,
‘Waste places of the fat ones, The deserted
lands of the rich, One of the incidental evidences
of the awful condition of poverty of the masses in
the antique world is found in the Bible and in pro-

No |

!
|
|
|

richer classes as the fut ones, and to the peasantry
as men lean and poor in visage; the fact being that
the millions under the swuy of Nineveh and Egypt
and Rome lived and died in hunger,

18. Draw iniquity. It should be “draw
punishment.”  They harness themselves like horses
to a cart—a cart loaded with punishments for them-
selves—and eagerly drag it along, They strain every
nerve in sin,

19. A verse full of defiance to God.

20. This woe is directed against those who con-
found the distinetion of right and wrong.

21. A woe against those who, nerved by strong
drink, assert themselves in state affairs, One can-
not help longing for an Isaiah to speak out in our
own Scnate halls,

22, 23. Intemperance, like every other sin, is
but a link in the chain, These rich revelers are
sordid bribe-takers, justifying the wicked, for they
are paid to do so, and tempting the righteous to do
wrong by offering a bribe to him,

Thoughts for Young People.
On God’s Punishment of Sin,

1o There can be no law without penalty. The
evil results of sin are as truly its natural conse-
quences as broken limbs are consequent on violent
fulls,

R+ Fate cannot be ignored by blinding one's eyes.
These merry-hearted revelers who danced into
destruction were as really destroyed as if' they had
mournfully moved thither in funeral robes, There
is no iniquity hidden from God. These bribe-
givers and bribe-takers, these under-handed as well
as out-spoken sinners, were all under the immanent
eye of their almighty Judge, and so am I, and so
are you,

3. God's love is shown in punishing iniquity
as really as in rewarding good. Were there no
divine court of uppeuls to which we could turn
with confidence—had we not as full fuith in God's
justice as in his love—the moral universe would be
turned into chaos,

4. In the midst of all scenes of sorrow we may
look up to God with confiding love, He takes no
pleasure in the death of him that dieth., He hates
gin, but loves sinners, Iis judgments are always
measured, but his mercy is immeasurable.

By Way of Illustration.

A generation of children are growing up with an
hereditary taste for strong drink. Many a man sits
down to write his will and says, *In the name of
God. Amen. I will and bequeath to my children
my property, share and share alike. Bigned and
senled in presence of witnesses.” But he does not
know that he is at the same time making a double
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will, and that he mizhtsay, * In the name of discase | a friend met him going along the street in an un-

and sorrow and death, Amen, I will and bequeath
to my children my appetite fr drink and my pros-
pects of & drunkard’s grave.
presence of the astonished hosts of heaven and the
Jjubilant harpies of hell.”—17. D. Talmage.

Signe 1 and sealed in

The saloon must have boys or it must shut up
shop. Can you furni-h one? It is a great fuctory,
and unless it can get two million boys from each
generation for raw material some of these factories
must close and the rum-sellers be thrown on a cold
world, Oune family out of every flve must con-
tribute a hoy t» keep up the supply.
helped to keep up the supply #  If not some other
family has had to give more than its share,—Zvo-
nomics of Prokibition.

Have you

For every one dollar paid for the support of the
Gospel in the United States five dollars is paid to
support and clear eriminals, ten dollars for lawyers,
and fifty dollars for intoxieating boverages,

and write scut a letter, his first, to the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. It i3 as follows: *Great

humblest of your servants kisses the hem of your
garment und begs you tosend to his fellow-servants
more Gospel and less rum, In the bonds of Christ,

UeaLra.”

Missionary Lesson.

Stanley's Testimony. Those who sncer at mis-
sions arc usually those who inslippers and dres-ing-
gown, in a comfortable study at home, write their
facetious squibs which are enjoyed so much by ene-
mies of the Gospel. Those who have been on the
ficld and have seen the power of the grace of God
in the savage heart tell a different tale, This is
what Stanley says of some of the native Christians
of Equatorial Africa in a letter to Livingstone's
son-in-law : 1 take this powerful body of native
Christians in the heart of Africa (who prefer exile
for the sake of their faith to serving & monarch
hostile to their fuith) as more subst ntiul evidence
of the work than any number of im osing structures
clustered together and called a mission station would
be, These native Africans have endured the most
deadly persccutions; thie stake end the fire, the cord
and the club, the sharp knife and the rifle bullet
have all been tried to cause them to reject the teach-
ings they have absorbed.  Firm in their convietions,
they have held together st utly and resolutely.”

Paul said, “1 am a debtor both to the Greeks and
burbarians,” not Lecause he had received any thing
from them, but because he had received something
for them.—Dr. W. M. Taylor,

In Belfast a little chimncy-sweep happened to be
attracted by missions and contributed twopence—
no small sum for a chimney-sweep. One afternoon

| ness is getting on.”

| of the neighboring powers ¢

| the obliter:
and good chicf of the tribe of Christ, greeting. The |

u ual condition—fuce and hands washed clean and
dressed inhis best,  ** Hallo, where are you going?
%0, 1 am going to a missionary mecting” ‘A
missionary meeting! What for?” *“Well,”” said
the sweep,  you see I have become a sort of partner
in the cotcern, and I am going to sce how the busi-
1f you lack interest in miss
give something of money or labor, and you will find
that * where the treasurc is there will the heart be

ions

aulso,”

The Teachers' Meeting.

Draw from class facts concerning lsaiah, his
family, hisrank, his place of residence, the character
of his prophecy, the men with whom he had to
deul,...Date of this lesson,* Who were kings of
Judah and Isracl? What was the relative strength
How was the destruc-
tion here threatencd to be brought to pass....Prev-

| alent iniquity of Isracl and Judan nobles, The land
A Congo native who had been taught to read |

question and the liquor question., ... Enumerate the
Strong drink, defiance of God,
ion of the distinetion hetween evil and
good, Self-conccit and bribery,,,.'I'race the his-
toric fulfillment of this prophecy....Draw applica~
tion to modern 1'fe.

woes of the lesson,

References.
Freewman, Ver, 12: The harp, 513 the viol,
432; the tabret, 61; the pipe, 290,

Blackboard.

Direcrions ¥or Corors.—The shicld, To get
it in proportion first draw faintly a letter T the size
of the shield, then make the sides by drawing
curved lines from the ends of the cross-piece down
to the end of the down line. The colors suggested
are light blue for the shicld, and white for the let-
tersonit. 7%ebanners: Draw the stuffs with bright
yellow ; outline the flags with white, and make
the letters scarlet or pink. Make the words over
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the banners white, so that they will read in con-
Junction with those on the shicld, * This school for
God and home.”

A SIGN OF THE TIMES,

LIQUOR-DEALERS’ EXCHANGE,
HOME, HEALTH, SOUL, AND
SAVINGS

EXCHANGED FOR RUM.

Primary and Intermediate.
Temperance Lesson.

Lesson Tnovenr. Strong drink u poison ser-
'3

Blackboard.  Print * Love, Honor, Truth, Just-
ice, Meroy, Purity;” draw a lurge heart around
them. Over it print ““ God’s Vincyard.” Make a
snake, coiled like lettcr 8. Make another large
heart, in which print * Hate, Dishonor, Falsehood,
Injustice, Crueity, Vice.” Cover the two hearts
and the serpent with separate pieces of paper, un-
covering only as needed.

This lesson might be well introduced by showing
two pictures, cut from illustrated papers: one the
face of an innocent little boy, the otler of a repul-
sive drunkard; showing that this is what the
heart—in the beginning God’s vineyard y be-
come if the evil spirit is allowed to gain possession,

Uncover the first heart. Who gives these good
things? Yes; all these come from God. Let us
sce what God says about these lovely fruits in his
vineyard, “God is love.” ¢ Love is of God.”
“Them that honor me I will honor.”” * Thou de-
sireth truth.” *The path of the just is as a
shining light.”  * He delighteth in mercy.” “The
pure in heart shall see God.”

Tell that the Jittle boy had these good things in
his heart. He went to Bunday-school, and l:eard
about God's dear love. His mother taught him at
home to do right, to fear God and pray to him.
How much was done to keep this heart-vineyard
pure and clean !

Uncover the second picture, A poison snake
crawled into the beautiful vineyard, What letter
of the alphabet does this snake look like? And
what does 8 stand for? (Make the 8 in snake
form the first letter in Sin, Saloon, and Strong
drink.)

Tell some of the ways in which the snake found
his way into the heart-vineyard—self-indulgence,
disobedicnce, bad company, brandy-drops, cigar-
ettes, ete. He did not come all at once. 0, no;
the little boy never meant to letthe vile creuture get
in, Tell of the boy’s struggles, his good resolutions,
his efforts, all made in his own strength, to be rid
of the evil thing. He did not go to the place of
safety, and hide from danger. Wlere did the last
Jesson tell us to seek refuge?

Speak of the downward steps, and uncover the
lust picture. The beautiful vineyard is spoiled,
Love has become hate 5 honor, disgrace, eto, Illus-
trute from the career of the drunkard, Real life,
alas! furnishes far too many illustrations,

Read seleetions from the lesson to show what God
thinks of it all,

Practical Application. Are children in danger
now of being bitten by this serpent? 0, yes! Ho
is hiding in the drug-stores, in the g1 ceries, in tho
candy shops, sometimes even in the pies and pud-
dings on the table !

How is he going to be driven out? Tlhere is an
army of temperance people after him. The children
can fight in this war. They are coming, Nearly a
quarter of a million children in our country are
pledged in the Loyal Temperance Legion to purity,
temperance, and truth. All over the land they are
singing, * Tremble, King Alcohol, we shall grow
up;” and, * Saloons, saloons, saloons must go.”

Tuke this opportunity to teach a spirited temper-
ance song, and, if time permit, to show how uleoliol
burns or hardens the white of an egg or causes a
delicate flower to droop and die.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Come, said Jesus’ sacred,
In thy eleft,

Yield not to temptation,
Rescue the perishing,

No compromise,

We'll help the eause along,
God speed the right.

The sparkling rill,

The Lesson Catechism.
| For the entire school.]

1. On whom does the prophet pronounce a woo ?
On those that follow strong drink,

2. On whom is & second woe pronounced? On
those that justify sin,

3. On whom is a third woo pronounced? On
those who will not be taught their duty,

4. On whom is a fourth woe pronounced? On
those that justify wickedness for a reward.

P —

Topics for the Young People’s
Prayer-Meeting of the
Epworth League,

March 1. Satan Overcome,
2 Cor, 6. 7; Neh, 4. 9.

March 8. The Touch of Jesus,
135 6. 193 8. 45, 46,

March 15. Soul«Winners.
Prov. 11, 80 ; Jas, 5. 20,

March 22, Danger of Indecision. Acts
24, 25; Prov, 1, 24-82; Luke 17. 82,

March 29. The Power of His Resurrece
tion. "hil, 8, 105 2 Tim, 2. 115 1 Thess, 4. 14,

Eph. 6. 11,
Luke 5,

Dan, 12, 3;
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Responsive Review Service for the First Quarter.

LESSON
The Ringdom jivided,

Supt. Who was king over all Israel ?

School. Solomon's son, Rehoboam.

Supt, What did his people ask him to do ?

School. To make lhs u:xauun and the service lighter
than Solomon had made it. .

Supt. Whom did Rehoboam first consult in this crisis ?

School. The old men, who ady! Rehoboam to serve
the people and speak good words to them,

Supt. Whon did he next consult ?

-

LESSON IV,
Elijah and the Prophets of Baal.
Supt. How long did the prophets of Baal call on their
1

School. From morning till evening.

Nupt. When there was no answer, what did Elijah
say to them ?

School. ** Cry aloud : forhe is & god ; either he is talk-
ing, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or perade
venture he sleepeth, and must be awaked.”

Supt. When Elijah had prepared his sacrifice, what

School. 'The yonng men, who advised that the service | did he pour on it

be made heavier than before.

Supt. Whose advice did he follow ?

Nchool, The young men's advice.
Su’)r. What was the result ?
School, Ten tribes revolted and chose Jeroboam king.

Supt. Have great men always been the servants of
their generation ?

School. They have, and the Greatest of all said, **1
am among you as he that serveth,”

Supt. What is the GOLDEN TEXT ?

School. ** Pride goeth before destruction, and a
haughty spirit before a fall."

LESSON II.
Idolatry in Israel.

Supt. What did Jeroboam fear might happen if his
ten tribes were allowed to go up to Jerusalem to wor-
ship ?

.s(:'hml. That the hearts of the people would turn back
to Rehoboam.

Supt. How did he hinder Ihelrlmlmx?

School. He made two calves of gold, and sald to the
people, * It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem :
behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of
the land of Egypt.”

Supt. Who had used these words before ?

Nehool. Aaron, when he made the golden calf in the
wilderness,

Supt. Show how one sin led to many.

School. The making of the calves 1ad to the worship
of them. Then, a house of high places, priests of the
lowest of the people, and idolatrous feasts and sacrifices.

Supt. What did Jeroboam do so that he might be a
religious as well as civil raler ?

School. He took the place of a high-priest, ** offered
upon the altar, and burnt Incense,"

Supt. Are we in danger of worshiping fdols ?

School. Yes; unless we * put God first.”

LESSON I11.
God’s Care of Elijah,

Supt. How was Israel punished for idolatry ?
School. Dew and rain ceased to fall,
" r;?u “tl.?Why was Elijah ordered to hide by the brook
"her

School. Ahab held him responsible for the drought,
and would have killed him,

Supt. What brought him bread and flesh to eat morn-
ing and evening ?

School, Ravens.

Supt. When he went to Zarephath, who fed him ?

School. A widow shared her last handful of meal and
little ofl with him.

Supt. How long did the meal and ofl last ?

School. ** Many days.”” Until the Lord sent rain on
the earth,

.\‘uﬁ;ﬂwmt does the lesson teach ?

School. God's care for his children,
All. **They that seek the Lord shall not want any
good thing.” (GOLDEN TEXT.)

| P

School. Twelve barrels of water.
Supt. Let us repeat together Elijab's wonderful

rayer.

Al ** Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let
it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that
Iam thy servant, and that I have done all these things
at thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this peo-
gll‘ may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou

ast turned their heart back again."

Supt. When the fire fell from heaven, what did it
consume ?

School. The burnt-sacrifice, and the wood, and the
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in
the trench.

Supt. What was the effect on the people ?

School. They fell on their faces, saying, ** The Lord,
he is the God ; the Lord, he s the God."

TVWN

** Dare to do right.”™

LESSON V.
Elijah at Horeb,

Sul.:l‘ Why did Elijah go into the wilderness ?
kiisl‘rmml. To escape Jezebel, who had threatened to
m,
Supt. Who fed and comforted him when he was
y to die?

School. An angel.

Vi When Elijah reached Horeb, what was his ery?
*'The children of Israel have forsaken thy

covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy

prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left ;
and they seek my life, to take it away,"

" Supr?. ‘What manifestation of power did God show to
lijah
gchml. He sent a great and strong wind, an earth-

quake, and a fire.

Sug)t. What did God tell Elijah to comfort him ?

School. That seven thousand in Israel had not bowed

unto Baal.

Supt. When we get discouraged over theslow coming
of Christ’s kingdom, what will comfort us ?

School. s word: *'Fear not, for I am with thee,
and will bless thee.” (GOLDEN TEXT.)

LESSON VI.
Ahab's Covetousness,

Supt. When the rich King Ahab eould not buy Na-
both's vineyard, how did he act 7

School. He lald upon his bed, and turned away his
face, and would eat no bread.

Supt. What did Abab’s wife Jezebel do to get the
vineyard ?
School. She wrote letters in Ahab's name to the
elders and nobles against Naboth. And she set twi
sons of Belial to witness that Naboth blasphemed Gon!
and the king,

Supt. When the elders heard these things, what was
done to Naboth ?

School. He was stoned to death,
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Supt. Wher: Ahab heard thereof, what did he do?

School, He took possession of Naboth's vineyard,

Supt. Were Ahab and Jezebel punished for this sin 7

School. Jezebel was eaten by dogs: and in the place
where dogs licked the blood of Naboth they afterward
licked the Llood of Ahab.

Supt. Is covetousness a prominent sin of to-day ?

Nehool. Yes,

Supt. Give two commands against it ?

School. The Ten Commandments say, * Thou shalt
not covet ; ™' and Christsays, ** Take heed, and beware of
covetousness.” (GOLDEN TEXT.)

LESSON VII.
Elijah Taken to Heaven,

Supt. How many persons knew that Elijah would be
taken to heaven by a whirlwind ?

School, Elifah, Elisha, and the sons of the prophets.

supt. W Elijah and Elisha were taking their last
how did they cross the Jordan ¢

School. Elijah smote the waters with his mantle, and
they divided hither and thither, so that they two went
over on dry ground.

Supt. What last request did Elisha make of Elijah ?

School. That a double portion of Elijah’s spirit might
be upon him,

Supt. On what condition was it granted ?

Sehool. On econdition that be would stay with him to
the end and see him taken up.
Su/:.'. How did Elijah go to heaven ?
Nehool, There appeared a chariot of fire and horses of
fire, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

LESSON VIII.
Elijan’s Successor,

Supt. How did Elisha eross the Jordan ?

Sehool. He smote the waters with Elijah’s mantle, and
they parted as before,
i Supt. When the sons of the prophets saw Elisha, what
did they say?

Nehool, ** 'The spirit of Elijab doth rest on Elisha.”

Supt. When the sons of the prophets sent fifty strong
men tosearch for Elijah, what was the result 7

Nehool, They sought three days, but found him not.

Supt. What did Elisha say of the search ?

Nchools ** Did 1 not say unto you, Go not?*

Supt. What miracle did Elisha perform at this time ?

School. He healed the bitter waters of Jericho by
costing salt into the spring,

Supt. What can accomplish more than might or

wer?

Sehool, The Spirit of the Lord.,

HYMN.
** Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire,”

LESSON IX.
The Shunammite's Son,

Supt. Who came to Elisha, and what was her
message ?

School. A woman from Shunem, who had often cared
for Elisha, saying that her son was dead.

Stupl. When Elisha sent his servant Gehazi to lay his
stall on the face of the ehild, what did the mother say ?
; School. **As the Lord liveth....I will not leave
thee,”

Supt. When FElisha started for the Shunammite's
house, who did he meet ?

St-l{un‘ﬂ. Gehazi, who told him, **The child is not
awaked.”

Supt. When Elisha saw that the child was dead, what
was the first thing he did 7

School. He went into the room where the dead child
lay, shut the door, and prayed unto the Lord.

Supt. What means did he use to restore the child ?

School. He stretched himself upon the child till his
flesh grew warm,

Supt. When the child opened his eyes, whom did
Elisha call ?

Nchool. 'The mother, saying to her, * Take up thy
son,"

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER,

Supt. How did the Shunammite express her gratitude ?

Nchool. She fell at the feet of the prophet and bowed
herself to the ground,

Supt. Who gave Elisha power to raise the dead ?

School. ** The Father raiseth up the dead and quick-
eneth them." (GOLDEN TEXT.)

LESSON X,
Naaman Healed,

Supt. What can you tell me concerning Naaman ?

School. He was captain of the host of the King of
Syria: a great man, but a leper,

SuAA. Who told Naaman that Elisha would heal him ?
School. A little eaptive girl.
Supt. When Naaman came with his horses and
charfots to Elisha's door, what message did Elfsha nt:gl'

School. ** Go and wash fn Jordan seven times, and y
flesh shall come agaln to thee, and thou shalt be clean,”
Suﬁl. Why was Naaman wroth ?

School. He thonght Elisha disrespectful.

Supt. What did his servants advise

Nehool. 1f the prophet had asked a great thing you
would have done it. Why are you not more willing to
do a simple act?

Supt. What was the resiilt when he obeyed thesaying
of the man of God ?

School. He was healed,

Supt. What assurance have we that God will heal the
leprosy of sin ¢

All. ** Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; who healeth
all thy diseases.” (GOLDEN TEXT.)

LESSON XI.
Gehazl Panished,

Supt. When Naaman saw that he was healed, what
did he say ¥

Scl:u?l. *There is no God in all the earth, but in
Israel."

Supt. When Elisha refused to receive any of the gold
or silver or raiment which Naaman had brought, who
determined to get some for himself ?

School. Elisha's servant, Gehazi,

Supt. After Naaman had given him two talents of sil-
ver and he had hidden it, who accused him of the

wrong ?

School. Elisha, who said to him, ** The leprosy of
Naaman shall cleave unto thee and unto thy seed for-
ver,"

@
Supt. Recite the GOLDEN TEXT.
School. ** Be sure your sin will find you out."

LESSON XIIL
Ellvha's Defenders.

Supt. Why were the Syrians not suceessfil in thelr
attacks on Israel ¢

School. Elisha warned the king.

Supt. When the KlngI of Syria %houkht one of his own
men must have told the King of Israe), what did the
servants say ?

School. ™ Elisha the prophet telleth the king of Is
rael the words thou speakest in thy bed-chamber.,”

Supt. What did the l\'ln%ot Syrfldo?

School, He sent a great host to Dothan where Elisha

was.

Supt. When Elisha’s servant was alarmed, what did
Elisha say to him ?

School. ** Fear not : for they that be with us are more
than they that be with them,” (GOLDEN TEXT,)

Supt, When Elisha prayed that the young man's eyes
m!ght be opened, What did he see

School. * Behold, the mountain was full of borses and
chariots of fire round about Elisha. s

Supt. The second verse tells us why a heavenly host
was commissfoned to help Elisha,

School. He was **a man of God."

HYMN,
**8ince Jesus 18 my Friend.”
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New Sunday-School Books.

From the Wesleyan Conference Office, Lon-
don, Chas. Kelley, we have received a number
of well-printed, well-illustrated juvenile books.
One of these is a very practical story called
Clerk or Carpenter, by Harrier BouLLwoop,
is especially appropriate in these days of diffi-
cult choice of emplo: ent in the crowded
avenues of trade.

Windmill House, by Epita CorNFORTH, is
another book of that wholesome religious chara-
ter which we have learned to expect every
volume, bearing the imprimatur of the Wes-
leyan Conference Office. Dr. Kelley has ren-
dered admirable service to the Sunday-school
world, by issuing such excellent books in such
attractive forms.

The Happy Valley : Our New Missionary Garden
in Uva, Ceylon. By REv. SAMUEL LANGDON,
London: C. 8. Kelly.

This is another outcome of missionary labor
in foreign lands. It is akin, in some respects,
to the author’s previous volume, ‘‘ Our Mission-
ary Garden.” It exhibits a keen sympathy
with the luxuriant tropical nature, but most of
all it is devoted to the religious interests of the
important mission of Uva. The sketches of
this ‘“ Happy Valley,” a perfectly idyllic scene,
are charmingly set forth. We especially com-
mend this book for mission circles and Sunday-

ls. It is copicusly and well illustrated

. When His Years Were Few. By Epira Corx-

FORTH.

This is another of the charming juveniles
issued by the Wesleyan Conference office, from
the pen of an accomplished writer. The

limpses of sea life it contains will give it an
interest for boys as well as for girls,

Aunt Hannah and Martha and John. By
Pansy (Mrs, G. R. ALpex), and Mrs, C. M.
LivingsToNeE. Pp. 432, 12mo. London:
Chas, Kelley. Toronto: William Biiggs.
The experiment of joint authorship is not a

new one, but the respective shares of the

authors are generally concealed. Here they are
distinctly defined. It would be a very pleasing
study to note the diversity of style in the
treatment of the same story. ‘‘ Pansy " needs
no introduction on either side of the sea, and

Mrs. Livingstone bids fair to be an equally wel-

come visitor. There is a distinctly religious

element in this book which commends it
strongly for the use of Sunday-school libraries.

Miss Dunmore Bryant. By Pansy,
12mo. London: Chas. Kelley.
William Briggs.

There is, probably, no more popular author
for young people on this continent than Mrs,
G. R. Alden. She has made a specialty of

Pp. 243,
Toronto :
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illustrating the Chautauquan and Christian
Endeavor movements. In this author’s copy-
right edition she is introduced under admirable
auspices to the English-reading public. Her
books have all the moral elevation and religious
purpose that enable us to commend them with-
out hesitation for either Sunday-school or
domestic reading.

Under the Lantern at Black Rocks. By REv,
Epwarp A, Ranp. Pp. 347. New York:
Hunt & Eaton.

A book by that accomplished story teller,
Mr. Rand, needs neither introduction nor com-
mendation, especially when, like this book, it
deals with shipwreck, a sea-side adventure,
lighthouse experiences, and the like. One of
the strongest features of the book is its vigor-
ous portrayal of the evils of intemperance and
the inculcation of the principles of total
abstinence.

The Perseverance of Chryssa Arkwright : A
Lesson in Self Help. By Erna V. Tarsor.
Pp. 266, New York : Hunt & Eaton.

This is a story of a young girl who, with her
family, are plunged from affluence into com-
parative poverty. By her moral energy, cour-
age and perseverance, the heroine not only
developed heroic qualities, but achieved very
tangible material results.

Orders of Worship for the Sunday-school. Ar-
ranged by D, E. Corris. Pp. 45. Boston
and Chicago: Congregational Sunday-school
and Publishing Society. Price, $12 per
100 copies.

There has been a demand for an inexpensive
collection of opening services for the Sunday-
school. In this book that demand is met.
There are here, ten such services, based on
different subjects. The Scripture selections
used in the responsive readings are made up of
familiar ges which should be often re-
peated. The music is good. The book will
undoubtedly be useful in our larger schools.

The Children of the Kalahari: A Story of
Africa. By ANNIE M. Barnes. Pp. 352,
12mo. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of
Publication. Toronto: William Briggs.
Miss Barnes is the editor of the juvenile

missionary periodicals of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church South. She is an enthusiast in
missionary advocacy. The purpose of this
book is to direct attention to the inner life of
the people of the Dark Continent ; their
domestic, social and moral condition, of the
superstitious practices of their present religious
status under the fast spreading influence of the

Golrel. It is a story of missionary adventure,

trial and triumph, that will interest every

young reader, and will foster a sympathy with
missionary operations.
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ndigestion
HORSFORD'S ACID PHOSPHATE.

Prepared according to the directions of Prof, E. N. Hoxrsrorn

This preparation promotes digestion without injury, and is pleasant to the taste.

It consists of phosphoric acid combined with the phosphates, forming an impor
tant and active principle and essential element of the gastric juice of the stomach.
This fluid is necessary to a perfect digestion, and if the stomach is not supplied with
it, indigestion will result.
Dr. E. V. WriGHT, Saratoga Springs, N. Y., says :

*“The peculiar eembination of phosphates renders it most valuable in the treatment of digestive
disorders.”
Dr. E. J. WiLLiamsoN, St. Louis, Mo., says:

‘“ Marked beneficial results in imperfect digestion.”
Dr. F. G. McGavock, McGavock, Ark., says

““It acts beneficially in obstinate indigestion,”

Descriptive pamphlet sent free on application to
Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R, I,
BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

cmﬂou.fne( sure the word “Horsford’s” is prinfed on the label. ~ All others are spurious.
R Ny

NWeveRr SoLn 1

ELECTRICITY IS LIFE!

THE ONLY

sl BLEOTRICAL APPLIANCES

HAVING

ABSORBENT QUALITIES.
REPUTATION ESTABLISHED.

OVER 20,000 SOLD

A CERTAIN CURE WITHOUT MEDICINE.

All Diseases are cured by our EDICATED ELECTRIC BELTS and Appliances, which are \ AT i
brought directly into contact with t*e ?hecnetf parts ; 310) act as perfect absorbents by destroying <=2/
the germs of disease, and removing all impurities from the body. Diseases are successfully trenteg
by correspondence, as our goods can be applied at home.

A sure cure for Dyspepsia, Catarrh, Varicocele, Lame Back, Catarrhal Deafness, Diseases of the
llflv- and Lungs, Asthma, Rheumatism, S:iatica, Lumbago, Gout, Neuralgia, Indigestion, Kidney and

ver Complaints, Paralysis, Spinal Disease, and all Diseases of the Muscular and Nervous 8 stem-,

Any Belt requiring Vinegar or Acid will Burn the Skin. Al Electric Belt Com-

panies in Canada use Vinegar or Acids in their Appliances excepting
this Company,

CATARRH IMPOSSIBLE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ACTINA.

BUTTERFLY BELT AND SUSPENSORY ONLY $7.00,

W. T. BAER & Co., 171 QUEEN St. WEST, TORONTO *

$300. Olsenonls
Write for Book, Health Journal and Testimonial Free, and this paper. daya’ trial,

In or in an; advertised in this M will the
DuMENer, a4 el s he 0dverioes by habig hek v el cehing advertsed n 1 SuxaY Souoor. Baswen
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French, German, Spanish,
Italian and Latin,

You can, by ten weeks' study, master either of these Lan-
H‘Il l(l{loren -diy and business conversation,

y DR. R. 8. ROSENTH., L‘E’e‘lthuhd MEISTERSCH-
AFT BYSTEM. Terms $5.00 for books of each language,
with of answers to questions, and correction of -

copy, Part L, 25 cents. Liberal terms o
y .+ just published, price, 50 cents,
Meisterschaft Publishing Co., Boston, Mass,

For OQe;—Pifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW’S

SOOTHING SYRUFP

has been uged for children while teething. It soothes th
child, softens the yums, allays all pain, cures wind colic
regulates the stomach and bowels, and is the best remed)
for diarrhma. Twenty-five Cents a bottle. Sold by &
druggists throughout the world, 12

IN PRESS.

We have in press a work, which is being pub-
lished under the direction of the
General Conference, entitled

Centennial Volume

Canadian Methodism.

To contain papers written by Revs, Drs. Doug-
las, Carman, Dewart, Sutherland, Burwash,
Withrow, Stone, Antliff, Cornish, Lathern,
Johnston and Williams, and Rev. Geo. Webber,
regarding almost every aspect of the Church
work during the last hundred years, being
historical sketches of the several branches of
the Methodist Church as they existed before
the Unions, and also a record of the several
Unions,

The book will contain about 300 pages, and
a8 it is not off the press yet, we cannot state
the exact price, but hope to have it at about §1

EASTER
GARDS

AND

BOOKLETS

We have a large assort-
ment of these beautiful
Cards and Booklets, which
we can supply from 5 cents
each and upwards; or, in
packages containing 6 cards
agsorted for 25 cents, 50
cents, 75 cents per pack-
age, post-paid,

* 82 for a CANADIAN 12
! emmmm— PENCE POSTAGE
STAMP. Other stamps of
B.C., N.8, N.B, and Nfid,
used before 1869 wanted.

These are a few of the prices :

Canada, jd. 25c. each. Nova Scotia, 1d. and 6d +er 80 50

w 8d. be w «ve 10 00

w  6d.50c. w 100

| o Tid $2.00 « " " 1s e 1000
10 per cent. extra for those left on the original enve.

lopes. Send what othon.zou may find for prices. All

not wanted will be return
H. L. HART,

TORONTO, ONT,
83

Care “8. 8. BANNER,”

FOR 8. 8. SUPERINTENDENTS AND
TEACHERS.

BOSTON HOMILIES

Short addresses on the Internaticnal Sunday-
school Lessons for 1891,
ng this volume has been to

teachers and older scholars
studies of the lessons for the

The aim in prepari
furnish Sundny~scf§uolol
with brief, illustrative
ensuing year,

Cloth, Price, $1.25, post-paid.

 SUNDAY-SCHOOL

We will send ou, Post-paid,
undermentioned gwketl f.orl::ly' -

16 CENTS PER PACKET.

Each ket containg beaut;
rinted J;fptuml texts d
xandscwe or Flowers, ——
No. 152 containg 18 Cards,

8 2

" 9 " 12 "

" 10 . 12 "

L l L 12 Ll

" 2 " 12 "

" 3 " 12 "

" 5 12 "

" 6 " 12 "

" 11 " 12 "

" lf " %g 8 "

" " ongs of Jo;
Cards. .

" e 12 Safety and Peace

112 cu%:ﬁ Cards,

" " un

" %(1’8 " 14 E%oul Texts

" " essings and Pro-
mises,

WILLIAN BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings Torouto

C. W, COATES, MoNTREAL, QUi

8. F. HUESTIS, Havreax, N.8S,




A few thoughts concerning FURIEZGIVAV-

Its Cause and Cure

Must interest every one afflicted with this terrible disease, - To describe this disease to ono
that has suffered for years the untold a onies of suffocation and distress night after night
and who (in many extreme cases) would only %hdly welcome death in order to be relieved
from such suffering with no prospects of ever »ing any better is not pleasant to contem-

ure Asthma have failed or only

olate. All the boasted remedies heretofore claimed to ¢

en temporary relief. The smokinF of leaves and barks, saturated pn{wr and pastiles
gns been resorted to as the last means for only a temporary relief an 'thims weing considered
a blessing that will release tho grasp of the fingers of death (even for a s hort, time), which
seeIns m%)e tightening ever, moment more and more; thesufferer knows that this is Asthma.
To-day suffocating, in & few days relieved, and no good reason can be given as to
the cause of these sudden changes and return of suffering, only by the poisonous blood

ing on the nerves producing the disease. In Asthma there isa

acting
| 10 the Blood
SPEGIFIC POISON 2= DESTROYED

before Asthma can be

This poison is oft-times inherited and passed through many generations, like Scrofula,
never losing its power to ?roduce Asth ma and oft-times affecting the lungs and bringinﬁ
the sufferer down to a Consumptive grave. Location, with surroundm% causes wi
arouse and set to work this poison in the blood, so that in some sections of the country an
Asthmatic cannot live, even in one part of a city their suffering is intense, move to an-
other part and they are entirely free from Asthma. Thus you learn that there exists a
certain poison in the system, that when certain influences are brought to bear that exist
legree there-

in the Atmosphere in many localities will develmthis ison in an unusual ¢
ifficult breathing, which ever Asthmatic

by affecting the NERVES, producing spasms and
has had such sad experience with, sul ering, and no hope of being cured ; for having tried
avcry&mown remedy, exhausted the skill of the physicians, have given u in d¢

ir,

fter years of study and patient researc and watching this dis-
nder various circumstances we present a cure for Asthma known as
{DR: TAFT'S AD’I‘HMALENE' wh 1 eptirely destroy this poison in the blood and
restore the nerves to a healthy condition and when this is done the spasms will cease, the choking
will subside, and the injury done to the lungs will _begin at once to be repaired and the nerves re-
stored to perfect health. ASTHMALEN is unlike all other so called Asthma cures, as it
CONTAINS NO Opium, Morphine, Ipecac, Squills, Lobelia, Ether, Chloroform or any other
Anodyne or Narcotics, but its “ombination is of such a nature that it will destroy every particle of
this poison in the blood and eliminate it from the system, effect a cure and give a night’s sweet
sleep. We have received thousands of testimonials from everp State in the Union of the marvelous
cures from the use of the ASTHMALENE., We have never published them, for testimonials
have been manufactured so extensively ind sold so cheap that people have no confidence inthem.

WE DO NOT WANT YOU TO SEND US MONEY

al and impertinent quest
i; kind in order to make monthl&or anent patients;
ma to TRY A FEW D DEO of Asthmalene,

ease in all its various phases u

of prying,
of an

We do not make out long
resort to any clap trap or any non

we nnl{ ask any onc suffering from Ast
We make NO CHARGE F a trial bottle to sufferers.from this terrible malady. p@¥™ Send

s vour name on a postal card and we will mail

enough of Dr, T'aft's Asthmalene to show its power over the disease, stop th sms and give a
Al N

wood night’s r and prove to you (no matter how bad your case) tha
sit in a chair all

CAhll‘ cvliln‘l_t' ,:8 'hl‘!)l‘A. a?d yﬂqu neied noslon er negle;:t your bu or
nig! asping for breath for fear of suffocation, Sencus our full name a st office address
NEN KAePE TR E DR. TAFT BROS. MEDICINE €0., ROCHESTER, N, Y.




THE OXFORD BIBLE FOR TEACHERS.

Is now issued in Twelve Sizes, with the Text arranged in each so as to
correspond page for page with all the others.

It contains Helps to the Study of the Bible, which have been carefully revised from time
to time by Dr. Stusss, Bishop of Chester, ARCHDEACON PALMER, Dg. ANgus, and other
eminent scholars. The scientific information was prepared under the sa rvision of PrRoFEsSORS

RoLLEsTON, WESTWOOD, LawsoN and EARLE, names of the highest authority in their several
departments,

Seven Sizes are printed on best Rag-made Printing paper, and vary in price from
1.00 to $15.00.

Five Sizes are printed on thin opaque INDIA PAPER, and are EXTREMELY LIGHT AND THIN,
They vary in weight from 12§ ounces to 22 ounces, and in price from $2.50 to $16.00, and do
not exceed an inch in thickness,

Four Sizes are also issued interleaved throughout with writing paper for MS. notes.

A handsome Quarto Edition, in Pica type, has been prepared for family use, and is issued
in various bindings, from $5,25 upwards,

The Helps to the Study of the Bible are published separately, in small type, at 30 cents,
and in large type, at $1.00,

The “METHODIST REC ORDER ";—* Thig invaluable The Rev. Robert N. Young, D.D,, of Headingley
and incomparable book is the most wonderful dizm College, Leeds :—* Ag a manual of Biblical infor.
both in and of Bibl

mation and an auxiliary of Biblical study, it is un-
, compiled by the best schol p of the rivalled. It is as exhaustive as it s concise, no
#ge, that has been offered to the general rader,” Irrela:’u;t c?'":ﬁl:u" beeén Introdueu:‘.‘ mh‘: not&l.:l
‘“WESBLEYAN ™ " essentia) Li study seems ve n
TM" 'row Ilsnlnuynb Loc.lE ;:2:0'81,.-:: 5,-‘.';%'.:‘: it is ﬂnimdkuzd in no instance, 5o far as I can Jndt:. h':
L invaluabl Nothi . or y rificed
P’?t:lnyo: of the v.;:lumso." "% s wanting to the'com necessities of condensation,”
The " TIMES": - “The whole has been done withadmir- | The Rev. F, Greeves, D.D., Southlands Tr-lnln&
able completeness.” aollugz :_t; Asa ;uot' A‘I:.d sulu::plm . l:l.":l =
The “ DAILY NEWS ;¢ For completeness porta elps to the Study of the le as could w
bility it could not poseibly buu:l..,d_ 1:“,:",1... con eived or mm.i»

the student with all that is needful for a scholarly | The Late Rev. Gervase 8mith, D.D, ;—* 1t would be

mastery of the Text.” Impo-ll‘:{o '(:“l;lgm [y :on beautiful, Inm or

' OHRISTIA " seasonable or any who are engaged in Sundsy-

mmbh ,,ga,,um.:‘hzg"m The most complete school work, or other students of Holy Writ.” v
The \PALL MALL GAZETTE "« Every Bible studens | The Rev. James Domper Grayi— After & ‘most '

knows it to be the best patient i Iam atthe |
mn.u " 1 %o hrou(!'it Mog:]:nﬁ: :lnjlzlm;mﬁ lmv;:.nt of w:u::tag l'l:; u'rﬁuklilyddwl’mtmr it
s oontains ; and tha of & kind precise!
TheRey o onorts 0.0, 1t 4 book, which sted ey to the Teacher's neods.~" v -
surpassed all competitors,” = g The ka..-'l’l-’mu:. ngfhll)l,bii—“l h::o'fonm: l:.z:
A mar] concise an ; 1t seems to form, in
Rt g g ot bt 2y S il o
" Natural History, so t.horoum and in such small com-

The Rev. Hugh Price Huy, hes, M.A.:—“T have used , will very greatl: X 11 wi the book,
this book for years, lnd%un only joinin the universal mm hld;’rh..l e du:rn' ;:ry“.h.l(h. raise.
ohorus of all students of Scﬁp‘:n in describing its I' congratulate you heartily on having pwvzld .
high merits, and commending it to all,” book which promises to be of so much value,”

THE SALE ALREADY EXCEEDS 1,000,000 COPIES,

London : HENRY FROWDE, Oxford University Press Warehouse,
116 and at Toronto : WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29to 33 Richmond Street West,
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“ éUNDAY SCHOOL | VALUABLE BOOKS

ON THE

LESSON HELPS’INTERNATFICI’]EAJ;%LESSUNS

FOR 189l.

Peloubet’s Notes.
$1.25,

Hurlbut's Notes.
Cloth, §1.25.

Pentecost’s Bible Studies.

Cloth, $1.00.

Pentecost’s Bible Studies.

Paper, 60 cents.

Monday Club Sermons.
Cloth, $1.25.

The Pulpit Commentary.
I. and IL Kings. 2 vols., net, $4.50.
Whedon's Commentary.
Kings to Esther. §2.25.
Lange’s Commentary.
1. and IT. Kings, 1 vol., net, 83.50.
The Kings of Israel and Judah.
(Men of the Bible Series.) 90 cents.
Biblical Museum.

—
Kings and Chronicles. J. CoMPER GRAY.
$1.25.

The Pulpit Commentary. o

St. John. 2 vols., net, $4.50.
Whedon’s Commentary.

Luke and John. §1.50.
{ange's Commentary.

St. John. Net, $3.50.

Berean Beginners’ Lesson Book. . .

. : . Godet's Commentary. 3
PariL,; R Coud, St. John, 2 vols. $6.50. w

Berean Intermediate Lesson Book. Barnes’ Commentary. / \‘

Luke and John. 90 cents.

Ellicot’s Commentary.

Berean Senior Lesson Book. | "=St. John. $1.35.
Part III. 20 cents. ' Matthew Henry's Commentary.

‘ 6 vols. ; cloth, net, $8.00.

Jamieson, Faussett and Brown’s Comm'ry.

4 vols. ; cloth, $8.00; half Morocco, §10.00.

| The Land and the Book.

Part II. 20 cents.

Peloubet's International Question Book.

For the Older Scholars, PartI. 20 cents.
For Children and Youth. PartII. 20 cents,
For Litile Learners. Part IIL. 20 cents.

Biblical Illustrations drawn from Manners
and Customs, etc., in the Holy Land. By
Rev. W. M. Tromson, D.D. $2.60.

The same in 3 Large Volumes, each, $5.00.

S. S. Lessons and Golden Texts.
Each 3 cents; per dozen 30 cents,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE.

8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.8,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

. POWDER

PUREST, STINNIGEST BEST
CONTAINS NO
Alum, Ammonia, Lime, Phosphates,
OR ANY INJURIDUS GUBSTANCE.

€W QILLETY, "L as
MANUFACTURER OF
THE CELEBRATED ROVAT, YEAST CAKES

WARMING,
STIMULATING,
STRENGTHENING,
INVIGORATING.

% These are the Characteristics of

THE MOST PERFECT FORM OF CONENTRATED FOOD.
0 — OVER ——o0

“nee™ 200 Young Women

Were enrolled last year for Literary Course, Music,

Fine Arts, Commercial Science, tion, in
Alma Ladies’ College. St. Thomas, Ontario, »
The finest buildi i

and
and the lowest rates in (‘:muda Average rate for
board and tuition about §175 per annum. 60- -page
<Calendar on upi)llcntlun to
IPAL AUSTIN, B. D,

20 (UEEN'S

LAUNDRY BAR.
ASE TOR IT, AND TARE NO OTEEL
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS,
SradoMark.  Mage by T Asaer Tower Sosr Co,

GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878,

W. Baxer & Co.'s

Breakfast
Cocoa

from which the excess of
oil has been removed, is

Absolutely Pure
and it is Soluble.

No Chemicals

are used in its preparation. It lLas
more than three times the strength of
Cocoa mixed with Starch, Arrowroot
or Sugar, and is thorefore far more
economical, costing less than one cent
a cup. It is delicious, nourishing,
strengthening, EASILY DIGESTED,
and admirably adapted for invalids
as well as for persons in health.

Sold by Grocen—;rerywhere.

W. BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mm.

The adulteration and cheapening of articles ol food in
this country ure becoming alarming, and we therefore
point with pride to the record of Walter Baker & Co.'s
preparations, which have for over one hundred years
maintained their integrity of manufacture and absolute
{n‘urm of product. It is a distinctive characteristic of

Baker & Co.'s Brcnkfnst Cocoa that no chemicals are
used in its prey being from the finest
cocoa seeds by scientifl only, and
for this reason it is unequalled in purxt as well as unex-
celled in solubility by any other cocoa in the market. It
is healthful, uourlshlng. agreeable, and economical, and
the best drmk in the world for young and old, rich and
poor the invalid and the robust.

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

EPPS’S COGOA.

BREAKFAST.

““By a thorough knowledge of the natural laws which
govern the operations of di on and nutrition, and by
lmefnl P of the perties of well-selected
Cocoa, Mr. Epps has rovided our breakfast tables with a
delluhly ﬂ:vound n? which m:{o-n us man;
heavy doctors’ bills. 1I%is by the judicious use of su
nrt.lc 28 of diet that a constitution may be gradually built
up until strong enough to resist every tendency to disease.
lﬁmdnﬂl of subtle maladies are floating around us ready

k wherever there is a weak point. We m? E
mmy 'Y hhl shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified wl
ure blood and & properly nourished frame."—Civil
gum Made simply with bol.llng wn.er or mu.k Sold
only in packets, by lled th

JAMES I"l & 00., Bomoop-thlo Ch-mlltl.
ENGLAND. 11-8

m omrluﬂnooda or in mungln

anything advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige the

Dublisher, asweil as muwu You 8a0 the advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.




A Bank  Failure

may fail, and yet, by wise manag 1o get the best remedy at the outset, in-
regain its eredit.  So, ulso, if wise counsels volves, in case of sickness, not only a
are followed, the strength und vicor of | waste of money, but uscless suficrine,
a failing constitution may be restored., | John L Ward, 9 Tilden st Lowell, Mass.,
Many cases like the following could he says: * Ayer's Sarsuparilla cured me of
cited: Frank Laprise, Salem st., Lowell, boils, sores, and itches, which no other
Mass., says, that on account of impure [ remedy could remove, I tried severa!
blood, his whole constitution was shake n. | other so-called ¢ sars; parillas,” but  re-
After taking Aver's Sarsaparilla freely for ' ceived no benefit from them.” William

4 month, Lis health was restored, and his | II Mulvin, Northampton st., Boston,
iined, Mass., writes that

original vigor re,

Speculation ' The Cause

as to what will eure Dyspepsia, vanishes | of all his sufferings, “enough to kill a
before the lizht of such evidence as that [ dozen men,” wus the fuilure of his kidneys
furnished by 0. T. Adams, Spencer, O., | and liver to properly perform their func-
who says: *For years I suffered acute ly [tions. He was permanently cured by
from Dyspepsia, scarcely taking a meal, [using Ayer's Sarsaparilla, Mrs, George
until within the last few months, with- Edwards, Boston Highlands, Mass,, was
out enduring the most distressing pains of | cured of liver and bilious troubles by
Indigestion,  Ayer's Sarsaparilla saved | the use of Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, Warren
my life. My appetite and digestion U'Lvhlml, the famous hotel proprietor of
good, and I feel like a new man.” 1 wo [ New York city, writes: “I have person-
bottles of ally used Ayer's Sar-

Ayer’s Sarlsaparilla

saparilla cured me of Dyspepsia,” writes | for Rheumatism, with entire success,
Evan Jone Ison, N. Y. Mrs, A. M. | There is no medicine in the world equal to
Beach, Glover, Vt., writes: ** A Lumor | it for the cure of liver diseases, gout, the
of the blood debilitated me, and caused | effects of high living, and all the various
very troublesome serofulous bunches (»nifnrmi of blood diseases,” Benj. Coach-
my neck.  Less than one bottle of Aver's | man, Bronson, Fla., writes: “1 suffered
rilla hus restored my appetite and for months from debility, and pains in the
. Ithas also greatly lessened the | lower part of my chest. Three hottles of
swellings, T am confident they will Iw} Aver's Sursaparvilla have made a new man
entirely removed hy continned use of the of me. Tam entirely cured,” Doctor T,
Sarsaparilla,”  Irving Edwards, Ithaca, | Porter, Cerro Gordo, Tenn., writes : b
N. Y., was afflicted, from boyhood, with | have preseribed Ayer's Sars parilla in my
scrofulous sore throat., Four hottles of | practice for a number of years, and find
Ayer's Sarsaparilla cured him, and he has | jits action admirable.” It never

Never Fails

sinee heen troubled with the disease. to vitalize the blood and expel impurities,

Prepared y Dr. J. ¢
For sale by all Druggis

Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,, U. 8. A,
s. Price $1; six bottles for $5.




