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'CHAPTER X

Proceed to.the Sout]zward along the exterior Coq/?
' of King Georgethe Third's Archipelago—Arrive: - '
in Port Conclufion—Tranfaétions there—Two _ :
Boat Excurfions— Complete the Survey of the o

- Continental Shores of North= ”Wﬁ America— '
Afironomical and nautical Ol)ﬁjrvz_zt:om o

UR attention being now dire&ted to the

furvey of the exterior coaft of George 'the
Third’s. archipelago, at the dawn of day, on
Tuefday the 29th of J uly with a frefh Weﬂer-
ly brecze, we made fail along the thore, to
the fouthward; cape Crofs bearing .by. com-
pafs=N. 68 E. diftant four or five miles. - From
this cape the. coaft takes a diretion S 31 E.
about fevcn IeaO'ucs to another promontor},
that obtained the name of CarE Epwarp;

YVor. VL - B - off
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2 . A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [suLy,
off which lies a clufter of fmall iflets and rocks.

The coaft between thefe capes is much broken,

and has feveral openings in it that appeared likely

to afford fhelter; but the vaft number of rocks

and fmall iflets, fome producing trees, and others -
intirely barren, that extend to the diftance of
three or four miles from the fhore, will render.
the entering of fuch harbours unpleafant and -
dangerous, until a more competent knowledge
of their feveral fituations may hereafter be ac-
quired { that which appeared to be the.eafieft of
accefs, lies about two leagues to the northward
of cape Edward, and as it is in latitude 57° 44/, [
was led to confider this epening as Portlock’s
harbour. We did not reach cape Edward until
the éftcrnoon, as the ;‘Wéﬁé‘rly--breeze'"”ﬁvas {foon
fucceeded by faint variable airs, that blew di-
re@ly towards the fhore, which, was vifible only

- at intervals, owing to the thick foggy and rainy

weather, and which rendered the view we had -
obtained of this_part of the coat, by no means
fatisfaltory.  During the night the wind fettled
in the weftern quarter, notwithftanding which,
by -its blowing gently, our diftance from the
fhore was increafed to about three leagues, and

at day-light the next morning, (Wednefday 30) .

cape Edward bore by compafs N. 27 W. diftant
twelve miles; from whence the coaft bends
more to the eaftward, and takes a direction about
- /. -  S3oE




1794.] © ROUND THE WORLD. 3

S. 30 E. to a very confpicuous opening, which I
fappofed to be that reprefented in fome late pub-
lications, as feparating the land on which mount
Edgcumbe is fituated _from the adjacent fhoges,
and named the Bay of Iflands by Captain Cook,
who imagined at the time he pafled it, that fuch
a feparation did exift. - We were oppofite to this
bay about eight in the morning, but the inter-
mediate fpace between the bay of Iflands and
cape Edward was pafled in very thick foggy
weather; this difadvantage, in addition to the
diftance we had been from the land, may fub-
~ject the delineation of that fhore to fome error.
Near the land forming the fouthern fide of the
1bay of Iflands are feveral fmall ifléts, and from
the fouth point of the bay, which I called Point
AMELIA, the coaft extends S. 5 E. fixteen miiles, -
to cape Edgcumbe, having nearly in the middle .
of that fpace an opening, with two fmall iflets <
lying before it, and prefenting an appearance of a
good harbour, which I called PorT Mary ; the
other parts -of the coaft that were pafled at the
diftance of about a league, are indented with
fmall open bays. " :
~ As the day advanced a brifk gale from the
N. W. attended us, with fair and pleafant wea-
. ther, which enabled us to afeertain the fhip’s
fituation. At noon the latitude was found to be
57°% 4%, longitude 224° 19’. The moft nor-
B2 thern
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4 A YOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [sury,
thern part of the coaft at thistime in fight borc
by compafs N. N. W. port Mary N. 22 E. cight
miles diftant; and cape Edgcumbe S. 80 E.

Af-'our or five miles -diftant. = This cape, by the

fame obfervations was found to be in latitude

' 57° 2/, longitude 224° 25¥%, which is one ‘mile

to the fouth and ecighteen miles and an”half. to
the eaftward -of its fituation, as ftated by Captain
Cook. We had now alfo a very good view of
mount 'Edgcu_mbc,;r,gnd 'notwithﬁandi_qg,.that 1t

" muft be confidered as high land, yet it was in-

tirely free from fnow; 2nd feemed to us but an
inconfiderable hill, when. compared with the
mountains Wé h’ad‘g_eneral-ly feen, extending along
the fhores of this continent. Cape Edgcumbe
forms the north-weft point of a fpacious opening,

. that branches into feveral arms, and is called by
Mr. Dixon Norfolk Sound; its oppofite.or fouth-
- eaft point, which I have diftinguithed by the

name of PoiNT WoDEHOUSE, lies from the cape

S. 50 E. at the diftance of feventeen miles.

One of the northern branches.of the found, by
its communicégtion with the bay of Iflands makes,
it feems, the intermediate part of the fea-coaft
an ifland. -On the northern fide of the found,
two leagues within cape Edgcumbe, are, what
appeared to us, two iflands, and N. N. W. from
point Woadehoufe, lies an extenfive group of
iﬂcts and rocks that extend three or four miles

from




1794.] ROUND THE WORLD. 5
from the fhore, Wwhich, from that point, with
little variation, takes a courfe S. 36 E. . This.
part of the coaft is much broken into fmall open-
ings, with iflets and detached rocks lying off it.
We had advanced about fixteen miles only from
point Weodehoufe at eight in the evening, after
which, the night was paffed in ufing our endea--
vours to retain our ftation near this part-of the-
coaft; but we found ourfelves on Thurfday morn- -
1ag the 311t, much further from the Jand than we-
had expc&cd; we nad, howewver, a favorable breeze *
from the weftward, with which we &odd to-:
- wards the thore, but the weather becoming thick
and foggy, we were under the neceffity to haul -
off the coaft until ten in the forenoon, when the :
land being again vifible, about four miles from
us, we rciumed our examination, paffling fome
fmall openings, with feveral iflets and detached
rocks lying near to them; but of which we were -
precluded any diftiné view by the hazinefs of -
the weather. . o - :
This difadvantage had attended us almoft ge-
nerally fince our departure from Crofs found, .
and although I have reafon to believe that we
had nearly afcertained the general line of the
coaft, yet it is pofiible that"there may be open-
ings or harbours that we were unable to ho_tiﬂcc,
as circumftances would not admit of our.devot-. -
' B3 . ' ~..0 . Ing -
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6 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [avGusT,
ing fufficient time to a more minute exami-
nation. ’

By noon we had pafled the fouth extremity
of this archipelago, which was now found to
Atretch a few miles further fouth than Mr.Whid-
bey had eftimated ; our obfervations placed it in
latitude 56° 10’, longitude 325° 37§’. It con-
flitutes a very remarkable promontory, that ter-
minates in a high bluff rocky cliff, with a round, -
high rocky iflet lying clofe to it,-and by its thores
on its eaftern fide taking a fharp northerly di-

. rection; it becomes a very narrow point of land,

n .. which having been feen by Captain Colnett in

‘ his mercantile expedition to this coaft, was by

him named Cape Ommancey, and the ope'ningf :
| _ between it and cape Decifion, Chriftian Sound.

. -Our conje&nres of foon finding a port in this

neighbourhood, did not long remain uncon-

, firmed, for after advancing feven or eight miles

! from cape Ommaney, we difcovered on the eaft-

- ern fhore of the archipelago an opening that
took a fouth-weft dire&ion; and as it appeared
likely to anfwer all our purpofes we worked into
it, with a freth breeze direitly againft us until
feven in the evening; when we anchored off a
cove about half a league within the entrance of

1 the harbour. On Friday morning the 1{t "of

i ' Augutft the veffels were moored head and fiern '

in this cove, there not being fufficient room for

them

A
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1704.] ROUNP THE WORLD. 7
them to fwing ; and whilft thofe on board were
fo employed, accompanied by Mr, Whidbey and
M. Johnftone, (who were each to undertake a
diftin& expedition, and by which means we en-
tertained the hope of being enabled to conne&
the furveys of the prefent, with thofe of the two
preceding feafons) I rowed to the entranice of
the port, in order to be better able to arrange
the mode of conducting that fervice; this ap-
pcared to be no difficult tafk, ‘as there were two

given points before us,’and both were nearly in *

view. - The one was cape Decifion, where our

examination of the continental thore had finithed

the former feafon, and the other was point
‘Gardner, from whence Mr. Whidbey had -re-
turned on his laft excurfion from Crofs found.
Mr. Whidbey was direted to recommence ‘his
refearches from that point, whilft Mr. Johnftone
proceeded to cape Decifion, -there to .begin his
examinjtion along th¢ eaftern thore of the found
northward, until the two parties thould meet,
or be otherways informed by notes which each

party was to leave in confpicuous places for the -

govdrament of the other, deferibing the extent
of their refpeive furveys. =

The {pace now to be explored occupied about
a degree of latitude, and although I hoped that
the cxamination of it with tolerable weather,
would not employ the boats more than a week;

B4 . yet
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8 - A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [AUGUST,

yet in order that it fiould not be left unaccom-
piifhcd for-want of provifions, each of the par-
ties was provided for, a-fortnight. The Daifco-
very's yawl.and lagge cutter was to proceed with
M. ‘Whidbey.and Mr. Swaine ; and the Chat-
ham’s_ciitter, and the Difcovery's fmall cutter,
with Mr. Johnftone and'Mf./B/ar'ric; with this
arrangement both partics. dc/paftcd carly. in the
morning of Saturday t{e/.?d in the profccutlon

.of thc}r refpective purf its

~The ftation we had taken; though fufﬁcrently
commod{oxfs for our purpofe, was extrémely
folitary ;“there were no inhabitants on the adja-
cent fhores, norwas there the fmalleft appearance
of any part of our neighbourhood being a place
of their refort, fo that our time was not likely to'

- be very intereftingly employed, or our attention

diverted from fuch. neceflary concerns as the
ordinary fervices of the veflels now required.

‘Thefe confifted principally in repairing our fails

and rigging in the beft manner we were able.
This had now become a bufinefs of conftant -
employment. Some of the carpenters were
caulking, others cutting fuch fpars and timbers
for plank us were wanted ; and the brewers on -
thore were making fpruce beer, which with a

little famphxre, and fome halibut, caught with -/
"our. hooks near the entrance of ‘the harbour,

were the only refrethments the place afforded.
A ‘ The
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: "I;hc‘ﬁvc‘following days we had light variable L

winds, attendéd by much rain; but the weather
being more pleafant on Friday the 8th, I was

employed:in ‘making a furvey of the harbour."

Its fouthern point of entrance is fitaated N. 15 E.
about two leagues from cape Ommaney, - its
oppofite point lying N. 7 W. two miles diftant.
The depth of water in mid-channel between
thefe points is 75 fathoms, but decreafes to 8 or
10 clofe to the fhores, without rocks or fands,
excepting near the points, which are fufficiently
evident to be avoided. South fouth-weft, about
half-a mile from the north point of entrance, is
a moft excellent and fnug bafon about a third of
a mile wide, and half a mile long; but its en-
trance is by a very narrow channecl half a mile in
length, ina direction S. 70 W., with fome iflets
and rocks lying off its fouth point; thefe are
fteep nearly clofe to them, as are the fhores on
both fides, which vary from a fixth to a twelfth

of a-mile afunder, with a clear navigable paffage

from eight to twelve fathoms deep in the mid-
dle, and five fathoms on the fides. The found-

ings are tolerably regular in the bafon, from.

30 ig}thc middle, to 10 fathoms clofe to the

fhores. Immediately within its north point is a
. fine fandy beach, and an excellent run of water,

¢s 1s the cafe alfg at its head, with a third fandy
beach juft within-its fouth point of entrance.

In
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10 , A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY  [AUGUSY, /

In the vicinity of thefc beaches, efpecially the /
firft nd third, is a fmall extent of low land ; but/
the other parts of the fhores are compofed of
fteep rugged cliffs on all fides, furrounded by a
thick foreft of pine trees, which grew with more
vigour than in the other parts of the hgrbour.
From its entrance to the head, it extends about
a league in a direction S. 33 W., free from' any
interruption, although it is inconvenient from
its great depth of water. Near the fouthern fide
of entrance lies a fmall iflet and fome rocks, but
thefe are entirely out of the way of its naviga-
tion. The foundings cannot be confidered as

very regular, yet the bottom in general is good ;-

m fome places it is flony, in others fand and
mud ; but in the cove where the veflels were

.at anchor the bottom is rocky. The head of

this cove approaches within the fourth of a

mile of the head of another cove, whofe entrance

on the outfide is about two miles to the fouth of
the fouth point of this harbour. In the entrance
of that cove the depth is feven fathoms, weeds
were feen growing acrofs it, and to the north of
it is a fmall iflet with fome rocks. The fur-
rounding thores are gencrally fteep and rocky,
and were covered with wood nearly to the wa-
ter’s edge, but on the fides of the adjacent hills
were fome fpots clear of trees, and chiefly occu-
pied by a damp moift moorith foil, in which

: : were
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1704.] ROUND THE WORLD. 11

were feveral pools of water. The furface pro-
duced fome berry bufhes, but the fruit at this
feafon of the year was not ripe. This little in-

formation I procured from fome. of our gentle-
“men, who had made fome excurfions about the ™

neighbourhood.. In the above cove on the weilt
fide were found a few deferted dndian ‘habita-
tions, which were the only ones that had been
met with. -Our not having bfcn vifited here by
any of the natives, was rath;:i: a mortifying cir-
cumftance, as they generally occafioned us fome
entertainment, and frq_qugiﬁtly -added fome va-
riety to fuch refrefhments, as by our own efforts
we were enabled to prgc'/u'rc.

~ From Saturdasf the¢ gth to Wednefday the
13th; the weather had been moftly boifterous,
unfettled, and rainy; this kind of weather fince

our arrival had prevented our making any lunar

obfervations, but had afforded me fufficient op-
portunities for afcertaining very fatisfactorily the
rates of the chronometers, by fuch means as were
in my power on board, not having ereted the

obfervatory on fhore ; for as a convenient fitua- -

tion could not be found near the fhip, and as I
was in hopes we fhould not long be detained at

. this ftation, I was not particularly anxious to

land the inftruments; and under the circum-
ftances of the weather, I had not much to regret

that they had remained unremoved.
’ Other
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12 A YOTAGE OF DISCOVERY ~ [AUGUST,
Other objects began to claim our ferious at-
tention. ‘The plan that I had adopted for draw-
_ irig our laborious examination of this coaft to a
conclufion, by the furveys on which the boats
were 'now'cmployed, I had fully expé&ed would
have been accomplifhed in a week or ten days at’
the furtheft, but the whole time for which
they had been provided was now expired, and
Friday the 15th arrived without bringing any
relief to our very anxious concern fcr their wel-
fare. This unpleafant ftate of fufpence conti-
‘nually brought to our recolleGtion the various
untoward accidents to which our expeditions-in

(P AT 1 e

fuch fmall open boats had been liable; and
when we adverted to the very treacherous beha-
viour of the Indians experienced by Mr. Whid-
71 bey in his late excurfion from Crofs found, #nd

BB the fimilar difpofition that had been fhewn to us

B the preceding feafon by thofe people who inhabit
the countries not far diftant to the fouth-eaft-
tf ward, our minds were filled with apprehenfion,
< § and every hour increafed our folicitude for the
return of our abfent frtends. The fervice that’

.
i
-
>
A
5

oy
)

,j). ‘J'L ' cach party had to perform, called them, if not
g 7} ~ into the immediate neighbourhood of thefe un-

i friendly people, at leaft into the vicinity of the
" places to which they frequently refort; and as
they are by nature of a cunning, defigning, and
avaricious difpofition, they were much to be

feared
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feared ; for although they could not be con-
fidered as a courageous tribe, yet the very un- R
warrantable ‘and impolitic condué of the feveral
traders on this coaft, in fupplying them fo amply
with fire-arms and ammunition, and in teaching
them the ufe of thofe deftru&tive weapons, has
not only given the natives a degree of confidence
that renders them bold and importunate, but the
dread which'they before entertained of mufketry
1s greatly leflened by their becoming fo familiar )
to them ; and they are now fo well furnifhed, B
as to confider themfelves when 1n their large »
canoes nearly on an equality with us, and of
courfe are daily becoming formidable, efpecially
to the parties in our finall. boats. Thefe dif-
trefling confiderations, in addition to the pro-
tracted abfence of our friends, gave us but too
much reafon to be apprehenfive, that we had at
length hazarded our little boats, with the fmall
force they were able to take for their defence,
once too often. ; .
Whilit we endured this irkfome anxiety, it is
a tribute that is juftly due to the meritorious ex-
ertions.of thofe under my command, that I thould
~agein acknowledge the great confolation I derived
on all painful occafions like this, by having the
moft implicit confidence in the difcretion and
abfﬁties_of my officers, and the exertions and ready
obedience of my people.  Thefe happy refle¢tions

left S
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14 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY  [AUGUST,

Ieft me no grounds for entertaining the moft dif-
tant idea that any precaution would be wanting
to guard againft, or effort unexerted to avert, fo
far as human prudence could di&ate, the threat-
ening dangers to which I was confcious they muft
neceflarily be expefed.:

In the hourly hope that thefe confoling reflec-
tions would once more be proved to have been
well founded, by the fafe return of the boats, I -
direced that every thing fhould be got in readi-
nefs to proceed with all difpatch in fuch dire&ion
¢ as circumftances might require ; for which pur-

, f pofe the veflels were moved to the oppofite fide

j i of the harbour, as being a more convenient fitua-

‘gz tion for our immediate departure. Here we re-

K mained in the moft uncomfortable ftate of fuf-

' penfe that can be imagined until Tuefday the
19th; when, in the midft of a deluge of rain, 3
with the wind blowing very ftrong from the
S. E. wé had the indifcribable fatisfa@ion of fee-
ing the four boats enter the harbour together
from the northward. The parties foon reached
the veflels, all well, and communicated the glad---
tidings of their having effeGtually performed the
fervice, and attained the objet that had been
expected from this expedition.

The accomplithment of an undertaking, the
laborious nature of which Will_.“>probably, from .
the perufal of the foregoing fheets, be more eafily

conceived
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conceived than explained: a fervice that had de-
manded -our conftant and unwearied attention,
and had required our utmoft abilities and exertions
to bring thus to a conclufion, could not, after the
indefatigable labours of the three preceding years,
fail of exciting in “the bofoms of our little com-
munity, fenfations of a nature fo pleafing and fa-
tisfaory, that few are likely to experience in the
fame degree, who were not participators in its
execution; and to the imagination of thofe alone,
mutft I refer the happineis we expcncnced on this
interefting event.

~ Inorder that the valuable crews of both veflels;
on whom great hardfhips and manual labour had
fallen, and who had uniformly encountered their
difficulties with unremitting exertion, chéerful-

‘nefs and obedicng:_e, mighé celebrate the day, that

had thus terminated their labours in thefe regions;
they were ferved with fuch an additional allow-
ance of grog as was fully fufficient to anfwer
every purpofe of feftivity on the occafion. This
foon prompted a defire for mutual congratula-
tions between the two veflels, exprefied by three
exulting cheers from each; and it may be eafily
conceived that a greater degree of heart-felt fa-
tisfaltion was fcarcely ever more reciprocally ex-

perienced, or more cordially exchanged.
We had now no reafon for remaining in this
port, which, in confequence of this vifit, ob-
tained
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_tained the name of PorT CoNeLus1oN; except-

ing that which a continuation of the inclement
weather. produced, which detained us until the
evening of Friday the 22d.  But before I proceed

* to the recital of fubfequent occurrences, it is ne-

ceffary that I fhould advert to the manner in
which the late furvey in the boats had been exe-

cuted.

Agrecably to the dire@ions M. thdbey had
received, he proceeded to the ftation where his
former refcarches had ended ; here he arrived
about noon on the 3d, after paffing clofe along

- the weftern thore of the ftrait, until he was op-

pofite to the branch leading to the eaftward. In
his way he paffed feveral openings on the weft-
ern fhore, fome of which he had reafon to fup-
pofe communicated with the ocean in 2 wefterly
dire&ion, and others {fecmed to afford tolerably
well fheitered anchorage. The weather at this
time was {o thick and rainy, that the party had

but a very imperfet view of the inlet before

them. They, however, continued along its lar-

_board fhore, in a dire&ion N. 65 E. for about fix

miles and an half, paffing feveral fmall rocky
bays, and at this inlet arrived at a high fteep bluff
rocky point, named by me Poinrt NEerEaN,
fituated in latitude 57° 10/, longitjzde 2260 6' ;
off which lies a ledge of rocks about half a mile,
and from this point the coaft takes a more nor-

therly

-
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therly dire&ion ; but the weather Became fo-thick
thiat the party was obliged to ftop. abaut twor

miles beyond it, where the operation of the fame -

caufe detaiped them until eight o'clock -the
next morning ; when, with very-hazy unpleafin
weather, they refumed their inquiries, and paffed
between a coaft much indented with fmall bays,
and vaft .numbers of fmall iflets and. rocks, ‘both:
~ above and beneath -the furface of.the water.
The weather cleared up towards noon, and en~
abled Mr. Whidbey to obferve the latitudé to be:
57° 18/, on a fmall iflet, clofe to a point ‘named

by me Point Pysus; lying from point Nepean

N. 38 E.'ten miles and an half diftant: Frony
this {tation a tolerably’ diffmét view was obtained
of the inlet; in which- the party. ‘had advanceds
thus far.nearly in the dark. * It was now feen to:
be'a fpascious;grm;bf the fea; containing; in moft:
- dire&ions, many iflands, iflets, and 7ocks;" the:
country on the ¥ft-handfide, being that:thore’
the party had coafted;: excepting:about paint
Nepean; feemied in gendtal to; bebut moderately-
~ elevated, and although it is:compoféd-.of a:ragky!
fubftarice; produced a: very fine foreft, -chiefly: oft
pine timbers; but the oppofite fide .aof  the:inlet:
was toe far'off for us ta notice any.thingrefpisdt=
ing:it. . From this ftation the party proceeded

ftill ‘along 'a:very : racky - thore, -about fix miles’

further, in a dire@ion N. 41: E. te éfpoint called.

Vor. VI. Cc by
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18 A VOYAGE OF.DISCOVERY [AUGUST;
by me Pornr.GaMBiER; which forms the fouthr
pointiof a-branch leading to the northweftward®.
tts oppofite point of entrance; named by me.
Potnt- HugH; lying from it N. 2g:E. at the
diftance of five miles.: - Beyond this, another ex=:
tenfive branch appeared to: ftretchr to the north-
_ ward, but the former being the .objeét of their
) firft inquiry,- they ‘proceeded: along ‘its weftern
, . thote;: this is low, and in many places is termi- _.
i nated by fandy beaches. On'one.of thefe, about !
i ten miles from point: Gambier; they refted for the %
: night, which was®very fidrmy. from: the fouth:
ward, with . continual ‘rain; and dark gloomy

~ weather ;* this lafted until-ten in the forenoon of
the - 5th, -when the -ﬁs?iﬂd'_hdodérgting; and the
weather permitting themto fee fome little dif~.
tance before them, they proceeded; with a favor-
able breeze, up this branch of the ocean, called by:
.me SExyMovr’s CEANNEL; whichy at this place;
is-from two:to three miles widé, and which kept
gradually increafing to: its_head, where in a di~
reCtion of N. E.'and :S:. W.. it.is néarly ~two
leajgues: acrofs: om: the :weftern fide:aré :many:
finall: bays, and it terminates, at itsmorth-weft
~ extremity, iin 2 fmall brook of frefh watéz; in la-
- titude 57951/, longitude 226°, lying>frompoint
Hugh N. 33 W. . diftant twenty-nine miles.
“One mile from:the: fouth point of the brookis an
ifland; about three. miles and an half long, and

- half

-y
ot

JEERRY




it

T i et

17tag * 'ROUND.THE WORLD: : 19

haif a lcaguc broad ;- and -half a' mile from the

fouth point of that ifland les another; about the
dame’-width;  and fix. miles long 3 both: thefe
iflands lie i theabove dire&ion, and occupy the
middle of the branich; having a great-number of

“iflets on.their north-eaft fides, and fome rocks.on

their.-oppofite’ fhores: - Here were feen five In-
dians, whowere ‘very fhy;. The party caught

"fome, young ducks, but they’ were very fithy, and
bad eating.- <The adjacent country ismodetately -

high);--and - was “cdvered- wxﬁ?? timber -of(large
growth, excépting. stowards. peint Hugh; which
1s alofty rocky promnontéry; fromy whence extends

‘a ledgesof rocks;: where the feaibroke with cen=

fiderable force’ - Qwihgsito the’ badnefs of the

_..weather thefe rocks were rot paffed-until:ten at

night on 'the:6th, amd even then:Hot without the
moft - immmnent-danger, occafioritd:by;a heavy
rain: dnd the darknefS-afrthe fight; -which pre-

ventéd the party:From -difcovering their perilodt
- fituation/until . they iwere” neafly tamongit - ‘the

breakers, “when, by tiinsly :andigreat etertion;
they happily pafled clear of themn;:ard refted for
the-mght;-about armileon the ndrthsaft fide of

. that’peint.. The rain:continued; with a ftrong

galefrom the douthward,. until the forenoon of
the -7th, when the: atméfpherc ‘becoming -more
clear, their fituation was difcovered to be:on the
weftern fide of the branch which was fcen from

Ca2 point
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20 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [avsUse, |
-point ‘Gambier, ‘exteriding ‘to-the. northward,
-abont. four miles-in widths;. but:was nowcfeen to
:take a.more wefferly:direction, nearly_paraliel to
:Seymour’s channel;swhich-the party had: quitteds E
“and making. the intervening fhore a long narrow B
Abrip-of land: " The-oppafite:or north-eaft-fide'of !}

[P,

o [ A
o

this. northern branch iis -compofed-of a;compatt ,
:ran;gc -'ofr-ﬁ;q;m?ﬂons -mioumntains, chiefly barren;, ¢
and covéred ‘with-ice and fhow. The route of
, the party -was- atong. the Joush-weft {ide; this'is
' " mearly: ftraight; campad, and frec from tocks of
i , other interriptions, and ,favmxred by a38.E.
'!3 ' ‘breeze; theyadvanced- abbuttwe}veicagucs from
E point Hugh:}. wheie -they flopped-for the-nighe;
; oppofite 1 to’:ai high mund 1ﬂand.,,}ymg in: the
‘j midd]e of thefhapnek <.ovr e o
a4 - From :this ftatian, {mmtcd in latxmric 5s° 1%
£ ipngttudz_l 226°.3/,.in the. mbrning of ‘the 8th;
i they depdrted avith caliniraiywedther, and purs
#hed : their ‘refearches "dbong. the weftern | fhiore;
p which.now:took .a- direGion: N. 10 W. ‘eight
* miles, te aspognti.named:by e Po:lm ARDEN;
' |  where’this branch dividod inté three dims 5 that
| : whith appeatedstoobie a cotitinuation. of. the-arri
i they ~had!een' navigating took. a :north-eafterly
7y : directionsthe : feeond, blying: about'a league to
5 f the N.-W. notdmere'than ‘half 2 mllc'vudc,toak
: a north-wcﬁcﬂy;dwxrcatlml, and; ‘apparently, made
the Jand-on its fouth~wcﬁ fide an: ifland:: “About

three - -
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three léagues up thid aci:is’a froall et nessly

in-mid-channel:: 2 This affarded-apotherinfiance

of the partial exiftemce of the ice; which here in- |
tirely “blocked: up:ithis: arm; -whilit - the othexs

were free. from dnyfuch inconvenience. - Fhe
third ;and wideft:arm took: aggcneralmurfe N
81 'W. and is.about’a leaguein: widths $his
agrecably to our ufual practice was firft purfued
along the- fodthesh fhore about-five -Jeagues to
point - Young,. forming- the ealf point of a cove,
with-an ifland and.irock in. ifscentrance,-and
ampther at the:batbom of: the «cove... At.this
poitit the widthief the arm:. flecreafed to about
halfa: lcagut, and- from;it the- fpathem thore
ftretched N. 42 Wiz At the: diffence of .abeut
{feven miles the afl: point. of -another fmall;_.,cg;}{g
was reached; with an ‘iffef ljing near it. | Atthe
back of this iflét wasandndian village, and ano=
ther was’ feen on anopxpoﬁte poiat- lymg north,

 about ailedguc. and:& half fran; this cove, on the

Tand forming the horthifide of the:arm, and feem=
Ed to be the narthwéft point-of the land bt’—fef.s
mentioned, appeating to bean ifknd. oy

":As Mr. Whidbey adv anced from this eaVc, thc
fhore ftill continuing the fame line: of dtrcctmn,
hre recognized the {pot, from: ‘whence in his ex>

curfien. from Crofs found, on the night of. th\\

Jsth of-July he-had fetired;. in- confequence of

thc hoftile: bchavxour of the: natizes, and he now
fao : .C3 - became

B e e
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‘became fatisfied that.bes had been: miftdken in
fuppoﬁng atu that fime .thebranch to be clofed;;
-a8’ i was ‘dAewevident: that /it commumcattd

with-that which-the partyishad thus navigated,
‘-ﬁ;ﬂ(ing‘ thetintermediatet land; which ‘had - hi-
thetto been: confidered-as arpart’of the continent,

ond extﬁhﬁvexﬂand,whxch I caﬂed ADMIR.A LTY

;giﬁND. N S

or in orde%xhcweve: that no doubt fhould n fu—

ture arife, Mr. Whidbey proceeded to point Re-
tieat. - After paffing the village, which from that

A pomt Yies S. 33 :E. at the diftance of about" ten

mﬂes, the boats- -were followed by many Jargc

and fmall canoes; and-as: the evening was draw~- -
, mgnear, to get rid-of fuch troublefome vifitors'a
mufket was-fired over their ‘heads, but thisas bex \,
fore had only the effe® of making them lefs’ ce=
refhonious; ‘this was proved:by their exertionsin,

pad&hng to come up with our: party, which they
did very faft, until ‘another fhot was fired: at the
largeft canoe, and ‘was fuppofed to have ftruck
hier, as the Indians all fell back in the canoe; and

were quite out of fight; .they, however, managed

to bring their canoe’s- ftern in a line with:the
boat’s fterns : in that ﬁtuap;.mnihcy paddled back=

wards with all their: ﬁrength, and at thefame

time' {crecned every part of their per{ons, ‘byithe
height- ‘and! fpreadmcr of their:canoes’: bows; ex-
ccptmuf their l}al'rid's', Whmb in theadt of padxdlmg

onlv
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only. became vifible, fo very Judwxouﬂy did-they
provide for their fafety in their flight;" in. which,
having gamed forediftance from our party; who
had quietly purfued their courfe, the canogs ftop-
ped for a thort time,-as- if. for confultatmn, but
foon made the beft of their way back to the vil-
lage, and Mr. Whidbey- proceeded without fur-
ther interription to-point Retreat. In this route

 the party pafled by the fonth-weft ﬁde_ of a very
narrow 1ifland, about half'a mile broad, and about

a‘league and an half long; this-before-had been

“pafled on its north-eaft {ide, in the night o_f'_,_-t;h_c
‘18th of July, but it was then fo dark that it was
-not difcovered to be an ifland. The channel,
-about three fourths of a mile wide, which was

now pdrfued, is by rocks and iflets rendered
equally unfafe and intricate with that mentioned
on the former furvey, fo that the communication
between thefe two extenfive branches of . the
ocean is, by thefe impediments, very dangerous
for the navigation of thipping.. In this fouth-

- weft channel, about a league from point Retreat,
.on the fouthiern fhore, isa deep cove, which, with

the narrow ifland lying ‘before it, ‘forms a very

- {nug harbour, of good accefs by the paffage round
~ to the nosth of point Retreat; as the rocky: part
of the channel lies to the fouth-ea{’c of this cove,

to which Mr. Whidbey gave: thc name: of-Bar-

Low’s Cove. The fhores: of Admiralty iflangs

Ca | which
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which nsw had been’ completely circumnavis
gated and: fﬂund to be about fixty lcagues in cir-
‘cuit, 4re,- éxcepting at this and its fouth-eaftern
part, very beld, afford many convenient bays,

.'h‘kcly 't admit of fafe .anchorage, with fine

freams of frefh water flowing into them, and
prefesited - an afped very different from that of
the adjacent continent, as the ifland in general
is moderately clevated, ard produces an uninter-

“rupted foreft of very fine timber trees, chiefly of

the pine tribe; whilft the fhores of the continent,
bounded by a continuation of thofe lofty frozen

 ‘mountains, which extend fouth-caftward from
. .mount Fairweather, rofe abruptly from the wa-

‘ter-fide, and were covered with perpetual fndw,
‘whilft their fides. were broken into deep ravines
or vallies;-filled with immenfe mountains of ice.
~ Such was the contraft exhibited  at point Re-

- treat, where Mr. Whidbey had an opportunity
“of feeing feveral of the points that had been fixed

by his former obfervations, and which, on the
prefent occafion, ‘affifted him in corre&ing his
furvey, for he had thus far been able to procure
But one .obfervation. for the }atxtudc, fince his
‘leaving port Conclufion. = .

‘From poinit Retréat the party returned to Bar-
doiv’s cove, where: they refted for the night. The

. iext' thorsiing a firong gale blcw!n;om the S. E.

with a véry hieavy fall'of rain; this greatly im.
Lo - ‘ peded -
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~ peded ‘their progrefs in their way down thxs paf-
fage, which dividing Admiralty ifland from the

continent; obtained the name of STEPHENS'S
Passace; the point on which the northerm
village w:fituated, was found to be, as had before

been conjectured, the weft point of entrance into '
the narrow icy arm, in which:was again feen the -

iflet noticed the preceding morning in an E. S. E.

dire&ion, whence it was clearly afcertained, that
the intermediate land, forming the north fide of

Stephens’s paflage was an ifland, which after
the Bifhop of Salifbury, I named DouveLas’s
IsLa~D ; it isabout twenty miles long, and fix

~ miles broad in the -middle, but becomes narrow

towards cach efid, particularly that to the eaft-

ward, where it terminates in a fharp point: the

channel between this ifland and the main land,
being rendered by the ice impaflable, the boats
were ftecred over to the fouthern fhore for pro=
te&ion againﬁ: the fouth-eaft wind, which had
now become 1o vidlent, that it was late in the
evening before they had paffed the fouthernmoft

_wvillage; and after they had proceedcd about

three miles:to the caftward of it, they reﬂ:ed for
the night. :
Aithough the party had becn a conﬁdcrablc
time within fight of the: village ‘of thefe 'un+
friendly people, not a fingle individual had been
feen.; but they were heard ‘making a moft hide~

o ous
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ous and extraordinary.noif€ in their houfes, the -
found of which reached the refting place of our ‘
party, by whom it was fippofed, that fome
perfon of confequence had:beéen hurt by the thot
y ﬁréd the "prcceding evening at the lagge canoe, 5.
~ 4nd which not improbably had been the occafion
‘ of their hafty retreat. In the morning of the

" 10th they were vifited by an old. Indian man,
: and a boy,-who after receiving fome prefents
went about their bufinefs, and our party pro-
ceeded t6 the arm leading to the north-eaft from
Stephens’s paflage, having its weftern point-of.._ -
entrance, which I h3ve called PoinT Saris- |

o o+ Y
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4 BURY, fituated in latitude 58° 11/, longitude
i 226° 3, in which the great quantity of floating -

ice, with a ftrong northerly wind again{t them,
fo retarded their progrefs, that a paffage was
with great difficulty effe¢ted; the wpather here
was feverely cold, with frequent thowers of fleet
and rain. From its. cntrancef it.extended N. 11
E., about 13 miles; where. the fhores fpread to
the eaft and weft, and formed. a bafon about a
league broad, and two leagues-acrofs, in aN.W. -
} and" S. E. dire¢tion, with a fmall ifland lying
" neatly at s north-eaft extremity. From the
fhores of .this bafon’ a cdmpaé’c body of ice ex-
tended fome diftance nearly all round’; -and the
adjacent . region was compofed of a clofe ten-
nefed continuation of the lofty range-of frozen

2 : _ ’ mountains,
.. P
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mountains; whofe fides, ‘almoft: perpendicular,
were foi'm‘cdbcnti‘rc“l) of rock, exceptingclofeto
the watcr fide; where a few fcattcrcd dwaif pmc
trees found fufficient foil to wgctatc in; about
thefe the mommtains 'were wrapped in perpetual
froft arid fnow." From the rugged gullies:in their

fides were proje@=zd immenfe bodies of ice; that

teached perpendicularly to. the furface of the
~water in the bafon, which admitted of no land-
ing place for:the boats, but exhibited as dreary

and inhofpitable “dn- afpe@ as the imagination -

can pof"xbly figgeft. The rife and fall of the
tide in this fituation’ was very confiderable, ap-
pearing to be upwards of eighteen fect. The
examinationof this bafon, &c. ‘engaged the part‘y
-until near ricon of the [ 1th, ‘when they returned
along the ‘eaftern fhore, which is a continua-
tion of the fame range of lofty mountains rifing
abruptly fromthe waterfide; by dark they reached
the ifland menticnéd on the 7th, as lying in the
middle of‘Stephc‘ns’s paflage ; heré they took up
their. lodging for the mcrht -which ‘Was very
ftormy- from - the fouth-eaftward, and attended
with a hc:uy rain. In the morning of the-12th
the wind Became more- moderate, bit the rain
continued with ‘an extreme]y anleafant croﬁ
fea, whichi the: viclence of the wind dunng ths

~night- +had soccafionéd. Th1s~ greaﬂy ;etarded

c

thexr progrtﬁs down the pafl -°'€, the eaﬁern ‘thore
i ~of
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28 © A'VOYAGE OF DISGOVERY [ AUQUST,

of which was found to be miich: indented with
frmiall bays, and to take a general direGtion- from
a fpot oppofite -to. the ifland they had quitted
S.41 E, about twelve miles, ‘to a:.point which
T named Po'nw STYLEMAN, forming the north-
weft point of a harbour, fituated in latitude 57
53', longitude 226° 22/; the oppefite point of its
entrance lying from it S. 33.E., .at the diftance
of two miles. Thisharbour, which obtained the
name of PorT SNETTISHAM, firft extends abont
a league from its entrance in a north-eaft diréc-
tion, where on each {ide the fhores form an ex-
tenfive cove, terminated by a fandy beach; with
a fine ftream of freth water.- -On the north-
weft fide of entrance is a fmall cove, in which
there is alfo a run of water, with -an iflet lying
before it. The fthores are high and fteep, and -
produce very few trees. Several fmokes were
feen, but none of the inhabitants.made their
appearance. From the fouth point of  this port,
which I called PoiNnT ANMER, the thore takes a
direéion S. 29 E., nine or ten miles, to a point,
that obtained the name. of Point CoxkE, and
which forms the north point of a deep bay,
about four miles wide, which, I called Hovrk-
sam Bav; this the party did not reach until
the .morning of the 13th, when,, nearly in the
middle of 1t, were found three {fmall 1ﬂands ; to

the weﬁcrnmoﬁ of whxch a fhallow bank  ex-
tended
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tended from—each fideaf the bay, which is
bounded -by the ftill contimied lofty range of
mountains. Much floating ice was feen within
the iflands. From point Coke, -in a direétion
S.43 W., two miles and an half, are’ two recky
iflets, nearly:in the middle of the branch, and
from the fouth pdint of this bay, which I called
Point AsTLEY, the fhores are very rocky, and
‘contain many {mall open coves, taking a fouth-
erly direction thirteen miles, to.a point which

obtained the name of Pouu* WiNDuAM, fitu-

ated in.latitude 57°.31', longitude, 236° 36'.
‘This point forms the eaftern point of “entranice
into Stephens’s paffage ;. here they. again arrived
in ‘the fpacious part of the mlct notxc&d from
- point Gambier. .- . :

As the party advanccd fex*eral 1ﬁct= were fccn
in various: dire&ions, and from-point Windham,
on the eaftern fide, were fome bays ; the fhores
took:a general-dire&ion S: 25 E., twelve miles
and :an‘half,> to" a point- named by me PoinT
HosarT, being' the. north. point-of . a fmalt
branch, where the party refted for the riight, and
or: the followingimorning they found 'its points

of entrance to lie from each other N::1tW. and

S. 11 E., about'a league afunder. - ‘Fromits en-:
~ trance it extends S..70 E.,. five orfix. milesy

where: it terminated. . Some. iflets and fanken’

rocks hc near .its” fouth poiat, which: I. catled
. Poi~T
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% . PointiWarrors: From point Hobait extends

t a bunk-of fand adlittle: diftance fromithe thore,
L but there'is a ¢lear paflfage between .it:and:the
B iflets; within which, it forms .a/fnug- harbour,
} with foundings- at- a-:confiderable-diftance from
o the thore from ten to.fix fathoms- water, :fand
o and muddy bettom..”. It is* bounded by lofty
; mountains, and from their bafe extends a fmall
i border of low land forming the fhores:of the
P harbour, which I called Porr HoussaToxN. On
] | quitting this: place many rocks were feén along
i the thores, which: took a dire&ion:S: iz W.,. fix
,%  mmiles and @ half, to:a very confpicudus low pro-
i | jeding point, which-obtained.the hame-of Caze
% Faxsuaw, fituated in- Iatitude 57“3_?_1.1:’;, longi-

tude 226° 441/, Here was feen an old  deferted
village; and a fpacious branch of the.inlet: eight
miles wide, leading to' the: eaftward. and. fouth-
eaft. S B RS L SERID U S I VI
~ From its*very extenfive appearance in sthefe
RN dire@ions, Mr. Whidbey became: apprehentive,
% - Ieft their utmotk, exertions fhould-not :enablé
¥ o them to.draw theirlabours: to a-conclufion dur< -
ing-his prefent excurfion; and for this reafoir he:
loft no ‘time Jin :proceeding: dlong its northern
thore;which from cape Fanthaw takes a direétion’
: 1 S. 66 E; fixteen miles, to.a Jow narrow -point: of
. land twd-miles!long; and half :3-mile; broad;-
ftretchigg fouth from theigeneral line.of the coaft:
: ' on
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on cachfide of it; but-this diftance, owing to the
‘badnefs of the weather,cand a firong gale from
the eaftward, was not.reached before the 15th in

- the " afternoon. .- At  this'low point,: which: T

called PoiNT VANDEPUT; the width of the.
branch decreafed to about three miles and:an:
half, in a fouth dire@ion, to a fteep bluff point;
where; as alfo from this ftation, the fhores of the
branch took a ‘more fouthérly courfe.  South
from this point a.fhoal extends about a 'mile, and"
on .its eaftern fide a fmall bay is formed, from
- whence the eaftern thore trends S. 3+.E;, feven
miles; ‘to another point; where a' thoal firetches
out about three fourths of a milé from the thore;
this prevented the boats approaching -the “point,
although feveral attemptswere -made, :in the:
hope:of gaining fhelter from the inclem evicy of
the weather, but it. was to no-effed;iand the:
partyiwas obliged to remain’icold, wet, and hun-:
gy (having no provifions cooked) in-the boats)
until the morning of the:16th ;> when the wea-
ther became fair and clear;-and . fhewed  their:
fituation to be.before a' fmall ‘extent of :low flat:
land;: lying immediately before:the lofty: moun’ -
tains, which here ‘rofe abruptly to a:prodigious:

heightrimimediately: behind s the -border. = A feéw-

miles:té the fouthof this nargin the:mountains’
extended to the water fide; wheresa. partiof thems
Lo prefented

T
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2 A VOTAGE OF DISGOVERY  [ATGUST;
prefented: an auncomménly. awful appesrance,
nfing with animclindtion toveards the wateeto a
vaft height; Joaded 'with:an immenfe quantity of
ite 4nd fnow; and ovérhinging their bafe, 'whick
fesmed to! be infufficient ta bedv the. ponderous.
fabric it fisftained, and rendered  the view of the
paflage bengath it, horribly. magnificent, - - .

- Saon-after pafling. this: very: rcum‘kablc: pro-

-montory, the arm: of the:fea over which it hangs’

appeared -to he éntirely:clafed. by a beach, ex-
tending all round- the head of -it;; at the fonth- .
caft extremity was a large body of ice; formed in
a_gully between- the: menntains: that. approach:
the watef-fide, from whence, faueh broken ice

{eemed to.have fallen, and: had entirely cavered:

the: furfacc of the waterin tbat direction.~ Frdm.
the fouth-weft corner iffueda ‘narrow ﬁrcamw of .

- very white watsr; that feemed to have:obtained.

this- appearance, by the. melting fnow draining:
through. the Jow land that was feen lying in'that,
dire&ion’y and -as. it. was. confiderse mot ‘to:be:
navigalile; Mr. Whidbey was anxious.to lofe-no-
time inthe further &xténfion of this refearches.:

Having now: been-abfent longer-than: the! time

for which the party had:been fuppliéd;and being:

" diftant. upwards ‘of-an : hundfed smiles: :fmm ‘thef

veffic)s, towards which-theyshad to-pracéed along :

| arﬁoaﬁ: the- prmexpal part: of- whmh mighit:ress

qm re
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quire a very minute examination ; he made the
beft of his way back, along the fouthern fhore of
the branch. ,

We became afterwards informed by Mr Brown
of the Jackal, that the above narrow fiream was
found, on  his fubfequent vifit to this place, to
afford a paffage for canoes and boats;and that it

communicated . with ‘the -apparently fhoal inlet

that. Mr.' Johnftone had made feveral unfuccefs-
ful attempts to enter on the- 28th of Auguft,
1793. Mr. Brown alfo ftated, that the inter-
vening land which had the appearance of form-
ing the head of the arm between its fouth-eaft

and fouth-weft extremities, 1s'an ifland, fituated
" on a véry fhallow bank, which, at the depth of a
{few feet, conne&s the two fhores, and at low
water. {pring tides becomes-dry. This may ferve
to account for the report of the Indians to Mr.

Brown the preceding year, and which he oblig- -

ingly communicated to me on' the 214t of July,
1703, refpe&ing"Ewan"Na 5, by which means
an inland navigation for canoes and boats is.
found from the fouthern extremity of Admiralty
inlet; in latitude 47°3',. longitude 237°18', to
the northern extremity of Lynn canal, in lati-
tude-59° 12, longitude 224 34'. By this in-

formation it likewife appeared, that our conclu-

fions at the end of the laft feafon, refpe&mg cape
Vor. VL "D ‘ Decxﬁon
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Decifion being a continental promontory were

not precifely ecorrect, as, by the fhallow boat paf-

fage difcovered by Mr. Brown, that cape 1s found

to be feparated above the level of high water

mark from the: continent.
- Mr. Whidbey obferves, that in no one inftance

" during his refearches, either in the feveral branches

of Prince William’s found, in.thofe extending
from Crofs found, or, i n thc courfe of his ptefent
excurfion, did he find any immenie bedies of ice
ont the iflands ; all thofe which he had feen on
fhore, were in the gullies or vallies ef the con-
neéted chain of lofty mountains {0 frcqucntly
mentioned, and which chiefly conftituted the

. continental fhore from Cook’s inlet to this fta-

tion ; theugh, in different places thefe mountains
are at different diftances from the fea fide. He
likewife obferves that all the iflands, or groupé of
iflands, were land of a moderate height; when
compared with the ftupendous mountains that
comnpofe the continental boundary, and were tili

~.feen to continue in a fouth-eaftern diretion

from this thallow péﬁ'agé, whilft the l}md to the
weftward afflumed a more moderate height, was
free-f'om fnow, and ’produced a foreft of lofty

- pme trees. Thefe obfervations more pa;iicu-
larly applying to the former, than to the fubfe-

que nt, p"irt of this furvey,l havc, for that reafon,
thought
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thought prcper to introduce them in this place,

g and thall now refume the fubject of Mr. Whid-
5 bey's excurfion. :

z - The day being fair 4nd pleafant, Mr. thdbcy
i withed _to,qmbrace this opportunity of drying
their.wet clothes, putting ‘their arms in order,
and giving a thorough ¢leaning to the boats,

become an object -of real neceflity. For this
“~ purpofe the party landed on a commodious beach;
=" but befote they had finithéd theéir bufinefs alarge
canoe. arrived, contammg: {fome women 4nd chil~
dren, and fixteen ftout Indian men, well appomt-
ed with the arms of the country, but without
any fire-arms.  They behaved in.a very friendly
manner on-the beach for a httle time, but their
conduét afterwards put on z very -fufpicious ap-
pearance; the children withdrew into the woods,
and the reft fixed their daggers roynd their wrifts,
and exhibited other indications, not of the moft
friendly natare. To avoid the chance of any
thing unpleafant taking place, Mr. Whidbey con-
fidered it moft humane and prudént to depart,
-and fie continued his route down the branch
alofig 1 1ts fouth-weft {hore, paffing fome 1ﬂets that

on the oppofite thore, and in the courfe of a little
time the canoe difappeared. In-the hope of be-

S " D2 “near

which, from the continual bad weather, had now”

lie nedr it.” The Indians did the fame, but kept

xng quit of thefe people the party ftopped to dme |

Ly HeaE

-y S O PTEt wa gn . P
e e v i e Ao ~~ g RS



*
;

3
H
j
;‘

* ftation ; .as the carioe approached a mufket was
_fired over it; in order to.deter the Indians from

come forward with -more . eagernefs,  but.on a

s Thisbondd&, on thé part of the Indians, great-
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near the high bluff obferved from point Vande-
put, but before they had finithed their repaft the
fame Indians, who muft have turned back un-
‘perceived, for the purpofe of .croffing over to fol-
low the boats, were feen: 'cémiﬁg round the point
of the cove in which: was the" party, .and- not
more than a quarter of ‘a. mie from their dinner

advancing; but this,  as on former occafions,
feemed to:cncourage them; and they appeared. to

fecond thot being fired at the canoe theyinftant-
Iy retreated with all poffible fpeed; and were foon.
#gain behind the:point : yet as Mr. Whidbey fui-
pe&ed they ‘might bevinclined to attempt by fur-
prie, that whicly thcy dared not venture to-do

openl_), he haftened the: meal of his party, ‘:and"

put off from the thore ; this was fcarcely effe@-
‘ed; when his.conjeGures were proved to have been

“well founded, by the appearance of a'number of.

-armed people iffuing from the woods, exaétly at
.the fpot where our party. had dined ;--and nearly

:at the fame inftant:of time,, the canoe was again

‘feen paddling round the point of the cove.. -

'.l".r ttracted the. obfervation of the party,. and
-vwhilft they were. watching the motions of thefe
“people, their attention was fuddenly aid moft

[ Seel agrccably
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agrccably called to an obje& of more pleaﬁnﬂ'
concern ; that of thc boatSS under Mr. John-

{ftone’s dlrcc'hon, comxng w1th1n fight about two '
miles diftant.

The ftratagem thus praéhfed by tucfe Indxans
is alonc fuﬁ’xcxent to.thew, that our apprehen-
{ions on board, for the fafety of our abfent friends,
had not been without reafon; and it is one,
amongft many other circumftances, which taught
me to believe, that we were but juft in time, for

the accomph{hment of ‘the “arduous and hazar- -

dous fervice in which we had been fo long en-
Gage_d ; as the very unjuftifiable conduét of the
tradérs on this coaft, haslencourao'ed the inhabi-
tants to attempt fuch a&ts of hoﬁlhty, that the
-means we pofleffed to repel their attacks, would,
in gl probability, have been infufficient for our
protcé’aon, kad it been our lot to have tried the
‘experiment one year later,

On the fight of the two other boats all the

* Indians difappeared, and our tWo parties were not

long bch;é their forccs were united. It wasim-
mediately underftood that Mr. Johnftone had
examined the coaft from cape Decifion to this

ftation.  On this occafion Mr.- Whidbey re-

marks, that it is not poflible for language to de-
fcnbc the joy that was manifefted in ev ery coun-
tcnance, on thus meeting their comrades and
£¢llow-adventurers, by: which happy circum-
J. D3 - ftance®
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? ftance, a principal obje@ of the voyage was

: brought to a conclufion; and the hearty con-
gratulations that were. rnutually exchanged: by
P S ‘three cheers, proclaimed mnot only the pleafure
% A that was felt in the accomphﬂméent of "this-
) laborious fervice, but the zeal with which it had
been carried into execution, and the laudable
pride that ha}l been entertained by both parties, -
in having been inftrumental to the attainment
of {o grand an obje&.

* The little fquadron now proceeded to a cove
about a-league to the weftward, where they took

15 up their abode for the night. In the courfe of

T 4 the evening no fmall portion of facetious mirth -
}‘é : pafled amongft the fegmcn, in confequence of
i our having failed from old England on the fi7/? of
B
gé

1
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L

April, for the purpofe of difcovering a north-weft
paffage, by following up the difcoveries of De
Fuca, De Fonte, and a numerous train of hyPo- .
thetical navigators. '
Early in the morning of the 17th both parties
fat out on thcxr return’ to port Conclufion, and
being. favorcd with a freth gale from the S. E
they made grcat»progr_(;fs under fail.
. In the event of the two parties meeting, and
: confequently a finithing ftroke being put to the
r _ examination of the thores of North-Weft Ame-
rica, within the limits of my commiffion ; Mr
thdbcy had my dxre&xons to take poﬁ'cﬂion of :
the
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the faid continent, from New Georgia north-
weftward to cape Spencer, as alfo, of all the ad-
jacent iflands we had d)fcovcfcd aithin thofe
limits; in the name of, and for, His Britannie
Majefty, his heirs, -and fucceflors: ‘this, on the
parties ftopping to dine, was carried into execu-
tion ; the colours were difplayed, the bo’at_s’
¢rews drawn up under arms, and pofleffion taken

. under the difcharge of three vollies of mufketry;

with all the other formalities ufual on fuch occa~
fions, and a double allowance of grog was ferved
to the refpe@ive crews, for the purpofe of drink-
ing His Majefty’s health. The happy meeting

of the two_parties, “haviag taken place on thé

birth- day of His Royal Highnefs Frederick Duke
.of York, the found in which they met I honored
with the name of PRINCEFREDERICE S SOUND,

' ‘ and the ad_;accnt continent, north-weftward from

New Cornwall to Crofs found, thh that of NEW
NORFOLK.

From hence the boats made the bc& of their
way to the vefels, without any pgfticulat occur-

‘rence,until they arrived at port Conclufion, when

the wind blowingvery hard from the fouthward,
‘brought with it a heavy confufed fea, which,
with the meeting of the tides, produced a kind

- ‘of race. Here the boats, for fome time, were in
2 moft critical fituation, but by the great exer-
-t;ons of their crews, they were gt length pre-
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ferved, and arnved fafe, as has been beforc re-
lated. ' :

It now remains to recount the circum{’canécs'
attendant on Mr. Johnftone's expedition ; who,
from cape Decifion, found the exterior coaft firft
take a dire&ion N. 30 W. about three leagues,
and then N. 10 W. about the fame diftance, to
the north point of a harbour ‘about a mile wide;
the intermediate thore, between it and cape De-—..
cifion, has in 1t many {mall open bays, and at
fome diftance from it, lie many rocks. This
ftation was reached in the aftetnoon of the 3d,
the harbour was found free and-eafy of accefs,
by keeping near the fouthern thore ; in general'it
1s about a mile wide.. At firft it takes a north-

“eaft courfe for about a.league, and then termi-

natesina’'S. S. E. dire&ion, about a Ieague‘fur‘-
ther, .having fome iflets and rocks in it, notwith-
{tanding which it affords very excellént fhelter,
with foundings from 17 to 34 ‘and 12 fathoms
water. It 'is conveniently fituated towards the

~ ocean, has its north point in latitude 56° 17%,
.’vli;mgitude 225° 58', and obtained- the name of

Port MALMESBURY. Its north point, which
I have called Pernt ‘HA'RRISA, 1s rendered very
remarkable, by 1ts b:irrlgta prcjeéting point, on
which is a fingle hil], appearing from ‘many
points of view like an ifland, with an iflet and

-fome rocks cxtendmg near a mlle to the fouth- -

“weft
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weft of it.  North from bcncé;th*co miles and
an half, and then N. N. E. about the fame dif-

tance, is the fouth point of a large bay, full.of

imnumerable iflets and' rocks, with a great num-

_ber of very {mall branches in variots dirc&ionS'

its examination occupxed much time; and 1ts
fouthern extremity ‘reached to the latitude of 56°
15/, longitude 226° 15 ; its eaftern branch to

latitude 56° 28/, longitude 226° 18'; and its

northern extremity to latitude 56° 33’, longitude
226°12". Between the two latter the party met
with about a dozen of the natives, who occupied
a fingle habitation on the fhore, and were the
firft people Mr. Johnftone’s pariy had feen on this
expedition.. The 5th was very flormy, with
much rain, but the 6th was fair and pleafant,

~which enabled them to finith the examinaiion

of this intricate found, and in the evening they

reached 1ts north-weft point of entrance, which
] called Poixt ErLr1s, where they remained

during the night. - It is fituated in latitude 50°
31/, longitude 2’25° 56’. This alfo forms the-

.fouth-eaft point of another {mall inlet, which is
equally intricate, and as much incommoded with

iflets and rocks. The examination of this em-
ployed the whole of the 7th. It forms a narrow

.arm, extending from point Ellis N, 50 E. for ten

~miles, where it terminates. Here they found a
ﬁnglc houfe; fimilar-to that before r':er‘t'oncd

and
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and containing about as many inhabitants. From
hence they returned along ‘the northern fide of
this arm, from half a mile'to half a league in
width, and about feven miles from its head to its
north point, which forms alfo the fouth point of
a bay or inlet, full of iflets and rocks, the north
point of which, called by me Porxr SuLLIvAN,
lies in latitude 56° 38', longitude 225° 51%.
From point Sullivan the fhores were lefs rocky,

. and became firm and compaQ®, taking a direc-

tion N. 9 W. thirteen miles, to a confpicuous
point, which after Vice Admiral Kingfmill, ob-

. tained the name of PoixT KinagsMminn. From

this point, which is the fouth point of the fpa--
cious inlet, up which Mr. Whidbey had purfued
his refearches to the north-eaftward ; the fhores
trended N. 47 E. fix miles and a half to another
point, which T called PoixT CorNwaALLIs, and
which forms the fouth-weft point of entrance
into an arm leading to the fouth-eaft. The fpace
between thef: twa points is occupied by two
bays, cach taking a fouth-eafterly diretion, from
a mile to half a league wide, and four or five
miles deep, in'which as ufual along the coaft
were many iflets and dangerous rocks. The ex-
amination to this extent, employed the party
until ;he.loth in the mornirg, when they quit-
ted the main inlet, and purfued the arm leading
to the fouth-eaftward, which firft took-a direc-
tion
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tion S. 68 E. for nine miles, and then S. 26 E.
for feven miles and a half further; here a branch

- was entered about half a league wide, that took
aS.S. W. dire&ion for about eight miles, where -

it termjnated in latitude 56° 38%. The fhores
of the fouthern parts of this branch, which I have
diftinguifhed by the name of PorT CAMDEN,
are pretty free from iflets and rocks, but thofe to
the north-weft of it, are lined with them, and
render the approaching of it extremely dangerous.

The termination of this branchreaches in a north "
and fouth dire@&ion, within about two miles of

the north-eaft extent of the fmall inlet which the
party had examined on the 7th, and in the fame
line, within about four miles of the northern part
of that which had engaged them on the 5th and

"~ 6th.  So very tedioufly and flowly were our re-

fearches carried into effeét in this very broken,
and extraordinary region ! ’

At the head of the laft mentioned branch was

a fmall Indian village confiting of three houfes,

and containing about forty or fifty perfons. On
meeting fome of the Indians here who had been
feen in the fouthern branches, it gave “rife to an
opinion, that fomc {mall paﬁ'agc exifted which
had efcaped the notice of the party; but this
Mr Johnﬁ‘onc obferves was foon explained by
the Indifns who took: upthcu_canoc»and_pomt-
mg to a fmall valley in a foutherly direction,

made
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made figns that could not be miftaken, that they
had walked, and had brought their canoe, over
the ifthmus. - The next morning, alt‘lough very
‘wet and hazy, they returned along, the eaftern .
ﬁd\, of this arm, and >paﬁ'ed its north-eaft point,
which from the head lies about N. N. E. at the
diftance of ahout four lcadues, near which are
fome rocks. The party immediately entered
# . 'mother branch, about the fame breadth, which
took firft a dire&ion S. 68 E. for about five miles,
and then turned 1r,rcgul;1rly round.to the fouth-
- ‘ ward. The weather being clear about noon, the

b e |

} ; obferved latitude was found to be 50° 427, lon- -
} ‘gitude 226° 25'.  The branch in which they had
L thus advanced, although two fhallow and rocky

for the paflage of any veflels larger than boats or
canoes, and even for them intricate and dan-
" gerous, would not have been further examined, .
bad not the tide been found running in a very
contrary dire&ion, to that which had been ob-
3 - ferved at its entrance, the flood tide here fetting
F : to the northward, This circumftance gave rife
: to an opinion, that this branch would be found to
communicate with *he main inlet they had left
under N.[r. W hxdbey s cxamination extending to
‘ the north-eaft;. and thou ld it make the inter-
4 SR mcdlatc Vcry broken land an ifland,. it would
q grcad} facdvatc their ﬁ;rve} of what they fup-

L - pof d to be t! 1(: Contmf’ntal thore,
B | | x This -
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-~ —This hope induced Mr. Johnftone to perfevere,

but inftead of the channel ftretching to the eaft-
ward as it was wifhed, and expeéted to do, it ex-
tended to the weftward of fouth, and communi-
cated with a bay in the north-weft part of Cla-

rence’s ftrait, which had been examined by Mr.

Johnftone on the 11th of September, 1793; but
this communication was.not at that time afcer-
tained, in confequence of the numerous iilets,
rocks; and fhoals, that exift in that bay, and ren-
der:it dntirely unnavigable:for {hipping. The
party: now diftinétly faw port Prote&ion and the
adjacent thores, and having taken. the neceflary
angles that their further- furvey would demand,
sthey returncd by the way they had arrived; but
theprogrefs of the boats was rendered very {low
by the numberlefs rocks and iflets, and the ex-
amination of the feveral little bays into which the
thores werc broken. To the eaftward were feen
high diftant mountains.-covered with frow, but
the land 1n their neighbourhood was, compara-
tively fpeaking, low, of a very uneven furface,
much divided by water, and covered with wood.
Mr. Johnftone unwilling to loofe.any advantage
that prefented 1tfelf, ftopped but a. thort time on
the night of the 12th, ia. order that he might
take the benefit of the flood the next moming,
which returning about half after one, they pro-
“geeded with it clofe along the eaftern thote round

every
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every cove and corner ; for they could not by any
other mode have determined its boundary, as they

- wereat this time furrounded by a very thick fog,

that obfcured every diftant object until about ten
in the forencon, when a freth wefterly breeze
brought fair and clear weather, and . difcovered
their fituation to be near the weft point of.a
fmall branch, in latitude 56° 50’, longitude 226°
16. The adjacent fhores in all directions, but
particularly to the north-weft, were lined with
iflets and rocks, that extended nearly two -miles
into the opening, which was heéré- about- tWo
leagues acrofs. :

This branch about a mile wide ftretched about _
five miles in an caftwardly direction, and there

‘it terminated ; but before the party had reached

this extent, Mr. Johnftone ftates, that the re-
mains of no lefs than eight deferted villages were
feen; fome of them were more decayed than
the others, but they were all uniformly fituated

_ on the fummit of fome prcciEicc, or fteep infular

rock, rendered by nature almoft inacceffible, and
by art and great labour made a {ftrong defence;
which proved, that-the inhabitants. had. been
fubject to the incurfions of hoftile vifitors. Thefe
fortified places were well conftructed with a
ftrong platform of wood, laid on the moft elevated
part of the rock, and projecting fo far from its

fides as to overfpread the declivity. Theedgeof
~ : the
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the platform was furrounded by a barricade raifed

~ by logs of wood placéd on cach other. In the,
vicinity of thefe ruins were many fepulchres or’

tombs, in which dead bodies were depofited.
Thefe' were made with a degree of neatnefs fel-
dom exhibited in the building of their habita-
tions. A wooden frame was raifed about ten
feet from the ground, the upper half of which
was inclofed, and in the open part below in
many, though not in all of them, was placed a
canoe ; the flooring of the upper part was about
 five feet from the ground, and above that the
fides and top were intirely elofed in with boards,
within which were human bodies in boxes wrap-
ped up in fkins or in matting. Thefe repofito-
ries of the dead, were of different fizes, and fome
of them contained more bodies than the others;
in the largeft there were not more than four or
five, lying by the fide of each other, not one ap-
pearing to be placed-above.the reft; they were

generally found near the water fide, and very

frequently on fome confpicuous point. - Many of

thefe facred monuments feemed to have been
erc&ed a great length of time, and the moft an-
cient of them had cv:dently been repaired and
ftrengthened by additional fupporters of more
modern workmanthip. Hence it would appear,
that whatever might be the cnmify that exifted
between the feveral tribes when living, their re-

mam_s :
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mains when dead were refpe&ed and fuffered to
reft quietly and unmolefted.

Having fatisfied their curiofity in thefe re-
fpe@s, and having gained the‘head of the arm, .
they ftopped to dine in a cove a little way from
its termination. ~ Hitherto the -party had not
feen any of the natives, but at this time they
were vifited by feveral who came chiefly fromi -
the head of the arm, where they muft have been

' fecreted, or they could not have efcaped being

noticed. The number of thefe people accumu-
lated very faft, and. in a very little time, they
amounted to upwards of an hundred, amongft
whom were a chief, and feveral of the Indians
feen at the ifthmus on the preceding Thurfday
‘and Sunday. Whatever might be the real inten-
tion, or the difpofition of thefe ftrangers, their
numbers and general appearance, -induced Mr.
Johnftone to defire them to keep. at a greatcr
diftance ; this the Indians did not feem inclined
to do, although every. fign to that. effe@ was
made, and our party armed in readinefs for their
defcn”cc. As their numbers increafed, fo were
they encouraged to advance; on fome mulkets
" being fired they. ftopped for a thort time, but

" {oon again followed the boats as they returned

down the arm, keeping juft without the reach of
mufketry. Although thefe people had amongft
them fome guns, and were otherways well armed

' with
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with their native weapons, Mr. Johnftone did
not impute to them any hoftile intention, but
attributed the ardour with which they had ftriven
to join our party, to a defire of bartering away

- their fea otter fkins, of which they appeared to .

have many, for European commodities. Thc
fituation of the party on this occafion was in a

very confined place, and being furrounded by

fuch a tribe of armed Indians, with reafon to ap-
- prehend there might be others at no great difl
tance, it became prudent to avoid, if poffible, a
nearer intercourfe, by which alone the true fpirit
of their defign could have been known, and in
which they muft have been greatly interefted, as
they continued to follow the boats, until after
they had gained a more open fituation. One of
the canoes now advanced before the reft, in
which a chief food in the middle of it, pluckmg
the white feathers from the rump of an eagle;
and blowing them into the air, accompanied by
fongs and other expreflions, which were received
_as tokens of peace and friendthip. The canoe
. was now permitted to come alongfide Mr. John-
- ftone’s boat, to -whom the chief inftantly pre-

fented a féa otter fkin, for which Mr. Johnftone ‘
rriade him a fuitable return, with every expreffion.

likely to be underftood of his pacific difpofition’s
the Indians feemed to be fincere in their profef-
ﬁons alfo, as they now came to the boats un-
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50 A VOYAGE OF mscovmw [AUGUST,

armed, and thh the utmoft confidence in their
fecurity. Expreffions of mutual fncndﬂnp were
now exchangcd,f and ‘on its being ’ﬁgniﬁed. to the
chief, that as night was appijoaching the canoes
fhould no longer follow the boats, he returned
to the reft of his countrymen; but they il

contmued to paddlc after our boats until a muf-
‘ket or two were difcharged, when they all drop-

ped a-ftern and were no more feen.

However fatxsfa&ory the latter part of the
natives. condu& may appear to be, as to their
friendly i 1ntent10ns, yet a diftruft which prudencc
on fuch. occaﬁons ought always to fuggeft, in-
duced Mr: J ohn{’cone to proceed as far as he con-
vcniently cow.ild before he ﬂ:opped for the nighf :
“but as the fhore was quite fteep and compa

they continued to row until after midnight, when

they came to a grapnel, and refted in the boats.
This day had proved extremely fatiguing to the
people, as they had been nearly the whole of the

: twcnty- our hours on ‘their oars. In this route, :
-they had reached the main arm of Prmcc Fre-

derick’s-found, and had found the fhores to form
oa large rounding, though not lofty promontory,,
in which were feveral frnall open bays, and near
it feveral detachc.d rocks. This promontory ob-
“tained the inamc of Poinr MACARTNEY, the
weftern cxtrcmlty of which is ﬁtuated in latis

tude 57° 13, longitude 226° 12", From hence
SR _ the
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the fhore trends N. 15.E. about a lcague, where ; {
the width of ‘thé found is about feven miles
acrofs, in a dire&ion N. 47 W. to point Nepean.
From this ftation N. 28 E., at the diftance of
about a league. and a half lies a fmall ifland,
with patches of rocks from this point reaching
nearly to its thores, The promontory ftill took
a rounding dire&ion about N. 65 E., five miles
further, from whence the fouthern thote of the
~ found cxtends N. 75 E. {feventeen miles, to the -
wefl point of a {mall cove, the only .opening in
the fhore from point Macartney.; but off the o
- little projeting  points bctweenbthls cove and
that point, are detached rocks lying at no great -
diftance from the fthore. This extent was not
_reached until the afternioon of the 16th, in con-
fequence of the wind blowing hard from the
eaftward, attended .with a heavy rain, againft
which they contended with their utmoft exer-
tions, left the exhaufted fate of their provifions
fhould oblige them to retire before they could
join the other party. This cove extended S.34 .
'E. about a league, where it terminated, and ac=
cording to our furvey, formed a narrow ifthmus
between it and-the head of Duncan’s channel,
about two miles acrofs in a northern diretion;
and is another firiking inftance of the very .ex- . R
tenfive, -and extraordinary infular ftate of the ;
- region lying before the weftern coaft of the
: Ez American , -
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52 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY  [AUGUST,
American continent, between the 47th and 59th

»degrccs of north latitude.

Having dined, the party refumed their furvey
along the fouthern fide of the found, which took

nearly an eaft dire®ion. They had not far ad-

vanced, when about five in the evening they had
the joyful fatisfa@ion of meeting Mr. thdbcy
and his party as bcf'orc recited.

Mr. Johnftone ftated, that the part of the

- ¢oaft that had claimed his attention during his
- laft excurfion is a peninfula; conne&ted with the
- more eaftern land by the laft mentioned narrow

ifthmus, and that it is by no means fo high or
mountainaus as the land compofing the adjacent
countries on the oppofite or north-eaftern fide of
the found, which at no great diftance confifted
of very lofty, rugged, dreary, barren mountains,
covered with ice and fnow; but that the land

compofing the peninfula was chiefly of moderate -
height, and produced a noble foreft of large and
Lﬁately pine trees of clean and ftraight growth,

amongft which were a few berry buthes and
- fome. alders. The thores a}ong the bays and

arms. they had vifited were in general low, and

‘prefented a- probablhty that if the wood were
‘cleared. away, the foil of the country might

be advantageoufly. employed under cultivation.

- Thefe bays and arms abounded with a"greater

number of falmon and fea otters, than Mr. John-

ftone
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{tone had obferved on any other part of the
coaft; and as they weré found in the greateft
abundance at the heads of thofe places, it was -
inferred that falmon, and other fmall fith, form
a large proportion of the food of the fea otters,
which are thus induced .to frequent thefe inland
channels, to which at this feafon of the ycar fuch’ : o
fithes refort. : '
‘Mr. Whidbey in his - obfcrvatlons on Admi-‘
ralty ifland, remarks, that notmthﬁandxng this ' N
ifland feemed to be compofed of a‘rocky fub- ¥
ftance covered with little foil, and that chiefly
conﬁﬂ:mg of vegetables in.an ‘imperfe& ftate of
diffolution, yet like the peninfula juft adverted
to, it produced timber, which he confidered as

Ty e

fuperior to any he had before noticed on this fide - ) &
of America.,- He alfo ftates, that in his two laft %
excurfions fcyeral places were feen, where the ‘

ocean was evidently incroaching very rapidly on

the land, and that the low borders extending
 from the bafe of the mountains to the fea fide, -

had,.atao.verf‘?‘eﬁiéte period of time, prOduccd "

- -tall and ftately timber; as many-of their dead
trunks were found ftanding ere&, and ftill rooted
faft in the ground, in different ftages of decay;
thofe being the moft perfe& that had been the '
leaft fubje&t to the influence of the falt water, &
by which they were furfounded on every flood

~ tide: fuch had been the incroachment of the

Es . ocean
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54 A VOYAGE OF mscm*my [avcusT,
ocean. on. thefe thores, that the fhorter ftumps

n fomc mﬁ:anccs at low water mark, were even
with, or below the furface of the fca
‘This fame appearance has been noticed before

in port Chalmers, and on- this "occafion Mr. .
Whidbey quotes other inftances of fimilar in--

cyoachments not only in Prince William’s found,
but alfo in Cook’s inlet; where he obferved
fimilar effets on the fhores, and is of opinion

frorn thcfc cvndcnces, that the {hallow banks -
occupymg fp large a part of Gray’s harbour, have :

recently been produccd' by the operation of one

" and the- farnc caufe ;- and 1t 1s not lefs reafonable .
to concludc, that the watcrs “of | ‘the North Pa- .
c1ﬁc, have, pofﬁbly for ages, ‘had a gcneral ten- -
dency to produce the fame effe&, on all the coaft .

comprehended - within the hmxts before men-
tioned. )
A return of ﬁur and clear weather on the 18th

enabled them to fee that large tra& of broken

land Iymg between Crofs found ‘and cape- Om—
maney, which has been .defcribed as havmg a

range of high mountains capped with fnow ex- -
tending through it; but from thefe fiill con- -
tinuing to have the appearance of being difunited

in féveral places,.it tended to corroborate our

former opinion ; and although as before we had-

not had an opportunity of afcertaining the fa&,

"I have been induced to confider the country as

béin g
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bcmg divided into many iflands, and ha'vc for
that reafon terméd it an archipelago. The ftrait
that feparates this land from the eaftern fhore,
which after Loord Chatham, I kave called Crar-
naM StrRAIT, Mr. Whidbey confiders as likely
to be one of the moft profitable places for pro-
curing the fkins of the fea otter, on the whole
coaft; not only from the abundance obferved in
the pofleflion of the natives, but from the im-
menfe number of thofe animals, feen about the
fhores in all direions. Here the fea otters wcre
in fuch plenty that it was eafily in the power of”
- the natives to procure as many as they chofe to

be at the trouble of taking. I was alfo given to

underftand by Mr. Brown of the Jackal, who
followed us through thefe rcgiohs, that the fea
otter’s fkins which he procured there were of an
extremely fine quality.

The principal obje® which His Majefty ap- -

pears to have had in view, in dire&ing the un-
dertaking of this voyage having at length been
completed, I truft the precifion with which the
furvey of the coaft of North Weft' America has

been carried’into effe@, will remove every doubt,

- and fet afide every opinion of 2 north-weff paf-

Jage, or any water communication navigable for
thipping, exifting between the North Pacific, and

the interior of the American continent, within.

the limits of our refearches. The difcovery that
Eq4 - - ne
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56 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [aveusT,

no fuch communication does exift has been zea-
louﬂy purfued, and with a dcgrcc of minutenefs
far exceeding the letter of my commiffion or
inftrutions ; in this rcfpe& I mlght poﬁibly
have inicurred the cenfure of dxfobedlcncc, had I
not been intrufted with thc moft liberal, difcre-
t!onary ordcrs, as bcmg the. ﬁttcﬁ and moft hkcly
'means of attaining thc,_lmpoztant end, in quef-
tion. o o
‘The very. detached and broken region that lies
bcforc fo large a portion of this coaf’c rendered a
minute examination altogcther unavoxdablc this
‘had frequently the good effe of facxhtatmg the.
labours of our furvcy, by its lcadmg us through
narrow, fhallow, mtncatc channcls, which -cut
off extenfive trads of brokcn ]and -and by thus
ﬂaewmg their feparatlon from, the continent, their
further examination bccamc ummportant to the
~ objet of our inquiry.
For this reafon I have conﬁdercd it cﬁentxal
to the illuftration of our. furvey, to ftate. -very
exa&ly not only the track of the veflels when
navigating thefe reglons, but hkemfc thofe of
the boats when fo employed, as welt when T'was =~
prefent myfelf as when they were conducted by
M. Wh1dbey or. Mr. Johnftone, on. whom the
7 execution of that labonaus and dangcrous fervice
— —pfmeipal-Ly—ch;—ané—to whorn I feel myfelf in-
dcbtcd for the zeal with. whlch thcy engaged in
% it




" accompanying this journal; of fhewing the

ocear within the limits of our furvey.

" dall's 2 30" to. the weftward of the true lon-
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it on all occafions. The perufal of thefe parts of
our voyage to perfons not particularly interefted,
I am confcious will afford but little entertain-
ment ; yet I have been induced to give a detailed
account, inftead of an abftra&, of our proceed-
‘ings, for the purpofe of illuftrating the charts

L P

manner in which our time day by day had been
employed ; and, for the additional. purpofe, of .

making the hiftory of our tranfations on the
north-weft coaft of America, as conclz_tf fue.as pof~
Jible, againit all fpeculative opinions refpeéting
the exiftence of a hyperborean. or mediterrancan.

I fhall now conchlude the account of ggr_t_@nf_
a&tions at this plaCC‘by tﬁfmfertlon of fuch
aftronomical and nautical obfervations as were"
made during the time we paﬁ‘ed at this ﬁatlon

On the 2d of -Auguft in port Conclufion the .
chronometers thew the following longitudes, Viz. B
Arnold’s No. 14, 225° 37; Arnold’s No. 176, ;g{"
225° 38’; and Kendall’s, 225° 34’ 30"; the true WE
longitude "being 225° 37’ 30”, it appeared -that e
Arnold’s No. 14 was 30’ to the weftward, Ar- -
nold’s No. 176, 30" to the eaftward, and Ken-

gi_tud;. ’ _ ~ < : 1
By eighteen fets of obfervations taken between ‘L j
the 2d and 18th of Auvuﬁ on thore with the
artificial
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artificial horizon, Arnold's No. 14 was found to
be faft of mecan time at Greenwich at noon on

. the 18th of Auguft —  4"3g 13" 30"
" And to be gaining on mean
" time per day at the rate of, 24 00
Arnold’sNo.176, faftof meén'time :
' at Greenwich on ditto 10 13 33 00
And gaining per day at the rate -
- of, —_— —_ 49 37
Kendall's faft of mean time at
Greenwich on ditto " g 8 3000 .
And gaining per day at the rate
© of, —_— — 26 11

The mean variation by two
compafles and eighteen fets of ob-
fervations, differing from 24° ¢’
to 27° 10/, was — 25° 30/

‘The latitude of the place of
obfervation by four meridional al-
titudes, taken on fthore with the
artificial horizon @~ =~ — 56 14 55
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BOOK THE SIXTH. . o

PASSAGE TO_THE SOUTHWARD ALONG THE WESTERN
COAST OF AMERICA; DOUBLE CAPE HORN; TOUCH
AT ST. HELENA; ARRIVE IN ENGLAND.

. ‘ CHAPTER L
Depart from Port Conclufion— Arrival at Nootka— ,,
" Traufaltions there—Vifit Maguinna at Tah- : e
heis—Aftronomical Obfervations for correiting : o
the Survey between Cape Douglas and Cape _ }
i
3

Decz/' on.

HE' preparations that had been made for

our departing immediately on the return

of the boats, proved of little importance, as the
S. E. gale which commenced on the day of their
arrival, continued with little variation to blow
very violently from the direion in which I pur-
pofed to fteer, attended with very heavy rain,
and thick foggy weather until Friday the 224
in the evening, when the atmofphere became
fomewhat clearer, and the wind more moderate. .
Although it continued to be contrary to our
purﬁnt, yet being completely tired of remaining”
in this inacive folitary fituation, I deterrnmcd to
put to fea, and with the Chatham departed from
port Conclufion. We plied towards the ocean,

. - bat
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but made little progrefs, as we were {till attended
by adverfe winds and thick foggy weather. |

It was not until the morning of Sunday the
24th that we reached the open ocean, in ac-
complithing of which, we were in ‘imminent
danger of lofing the veflels about twelve o clock
the preceding night, by being driven on cape
Ommaney. The faint variable winds, and the
great irregularity of the tides, fat us fo near to
that promontory, and the: rock that lies near it,
that it required our utmoft efforts in towing to
keep the veflels off from the land, and confe-
quently from the inevitable deftruction that muft
have followed. A very heavy weftern {well at
this time broke with great fury not-half a mile
from us ; and as no-anchorage, or- even bottom
could be found, our fituation for fome time was
moft ferioufly alarmirig; from which however,
we were moft providentially extricated, by a
gcntle breeze fpringing up from the N. W. when
in the moft perilous and critical ftate that can be
imagined.

This breeze by two in the morning, enabled: A

us to gain a fufficient diftance from the fhore, to
allow the/beﬁts, which had been employed in
‘towing the thip from the rocks,. to be taken on
board. In the execution of this bufinefs we had
the misfortune~of lofing Ifaac Wooden; one of

the cutter’s crew, who upfortunatcly fell over-
board ;
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- board ; and although a boat was inftantly fent to
his affiftance, yet as he was no {fwimmer, and as
in falling he unluckily ftruck his head againt
the boat’s gunwale, he funk fo immediately that
no help could be afforded him. This poor fel-
low had affifted in moft of the boat excurfions,
was highly regarded by his comrades, and much
regretted by his officers; in fhort, he was a good
man, and an a&ive failor ; and to commemorate
his unexpected and melancholy fate, I named the
rock which lies off cape Ommaney, WoobpeN’s
Rock. - v .

At day-light we had a freth gale from the

N. W. and having now finally accomplithed fo
much of my commiffion, as appertained to-the

difcovery of any navigable water eommunica-
tion, from the North Pacific into the interior of

the American continent, my attention became -
~dire&ed to the ad_jﬁﬂ:mcnt of thofe diifqrchCS‘
that had arifen in my negociation with Sen:

Quadra as to the ceflion of Nootka; under the
idea that a fufficient time had now elapfed, fince
the departure of Lieutenant Broughton, for the
arrival of the neceflary inftrutions at that place,
by which I might be enabled to regulate my

future condudt, with refpe@ to the reftitution
of thofe territories to the dominion of our Moft

Gracious Sovereign.
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- In this expe@ation our courfe was directed
fouth-eaftward towards Nootka, pafling about
three leagues to the weftward of the Hazy
iflands ; thefe form a groﬁp of fmall rocky iflets
a league in extent, lying S. 7 E. at the diftance
of 16 leagues from cape Ommaney; S. 62 W.
from cape Decifion; and three leagues weft from
Coronation ifland, which is the neareft land to
them. At noon the fouthernmoft land in fight,

‘being cape de St. Bartolom, forming the north

point of entrance into Puerto del Baylio Bucareli,
and difcovered by Scn' Quadrain 1 775, bore by
compafs S. 87 E.; the neareft thore was a con-
fpicuous promontory, which I diftinguithed by
the name of CAPE APDINGTON after the fpeaker
of the Houfe of Commons, N. 73 E., diftant
four or five leagues; Warren’s ifland in the en-
trance of Clarence’s ftrait, N. g E.; mount
Calder,N. 1 E.; Coronation ifland from N.13W.
to N.30 W.; and cape Ommaney, N. 44 W.
In this fituation the obferved latitude was 55°
29, and the longitude, agreeably to the pofition
of feveral confpicuous ftations as fixed by former
obfervations, and now very accurately correfpond-

ing, was found to be 225° 58’ ; but by the chro-
nometers, allowing their rate and error as afcer-.

tained at port Conelufion, the longitude was by

Kendall's chronometer 226° 4/, by Arnold’s No..
14, 226° 8’ 45", and by No. 176, 226° 15" 307;
| hence.
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hence it would appear, that fome alteration in
their rate of going had taken place fince the laft
obfervations were made in port Conclufion, on
the evening of the 18th ; and particularly in No.
176, which it is neceflary to remark, had been
there taken on fhore for the purpofe of obfer-
vation.

In the afternoon we pafled cape del St. Bar-
tolom, which, according to our obfervations, is
fituated in latitude 55° 124/, longitude 226° 34"
From this cape, in a dire&ion S. 21 E. at the
diftance of 14 miles, and 12 miles from the
neareft part of the contiguous fhore,” lies a very
low flat rocky iflet, furrounded by rocks and
breakers, that extend fome diftance from it;
from thefe circumftances, and from its being fo
far diftant from the main land, itisrendered one
of the moft dangerous impediments to naviga-
tion that we had met with on the exterior coaft;
and hence it obtained the name of the WoLF
Rock. S. 11 W. from thisrock, atthe diftance
of three leagues, lies a fmall high ifland, named
by Mr. Dixzon, Forrefter’s Ifland ; between thefe
we pafled, and {o far as we became atquainted
~ with the channel, it appeared to be clear and
free from interruption.

After pafling Forrefter’s ifland (’VIonday 25)
our courfe was directed towards the north-weft
point of Queen Charlotte s 1ﬂands, with an 1n-

tentionr
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tention of- cxammmg their extcnor coa{’c for the

purpofe of corredting any error that might have
occurred in our former furvéy . but this we were

unable to accomphfh on account of the thick

hazy or foggy weather whléh for the moft part
obfcured the land from: our view, and when
nﬁble, it was ﬁ.en but indi 1n&1y This wea-
ther was attendcd by calms, or hO'ht variable
winds, fo adverfe to our purﬁnt, that it was not
until Menday thc 1t of Septembcr, that we

-gained. fight of the wefternmoft of Scot’s iflands.

At noon this xﬂand bore b compafs N. 8 E.
and our obferved latitude bemg 50° 21, thewed
the longitude to be 230° 35‘ but by the chro-
nometers allowi mg the rate as before ftated, Ken-

“dail’s chronometer gave 230° 46’ 45"; Arnold’s

No. 14, 230° 45’ 45"; andNo 176, 231°0' 15",
Now, although 'we were not oﬁmcly certain as

. to the 1dentical part of the ifland to which thefe -

calculations apphcd (it bcmg but juft vifible in

_ the horizon) yet, concludmg the longitude as had

been afcertained by its bearmgs, and the ob-
ferved latitude of | the fhip tq be moft corre& :

the former opuuon that the chronometers had
varxed fince our laﬁ obfervations by them in port

_Conclufion, was now very mﬁch ftrengthened,

as we were thorouvhly convmced that no error,

_either in making the prefent or any of the former

obfervations, had ;tgkcn placc,é the moft parti--
o - cular
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cilar care and attention having ever been ob-
ferved throughout the whole voyage on all fuch
occafions. ;
" The wind at N. W.' gradually mcrcafed to a \
gentle gale, accompanied by clear and pleafant
weather, which brought us by fix in the evening
of the-folowing-day, Tuefday the 2d, to'anan-
chor in Friendly cove, Nootka found ; here we ;
A found His Catholic Majefty’s armed veflels the : A
Princifla, Aranfafu, and the St. Carlos, belonging
to the eftablithment at St. Blas, with the Phoe-
nix bark, commanded by Mr. Hugh Moor, from ,
Bengal ; the floop Prince le Boo, one of Mr. ‘ o
Brown’s fquadron, commangded by Mr. Gordon
from China, who had been employed in colle&- 3
ing furs during the fummer upon this coaft, - )
moftly- to the northward of Nootka; befide g
thefe Englith traders, was the Wathington, J. '
Kendrick, commander, of Bofton in America; .
hi) had been cmployed in the fame purfult, but : N "f"
whofe veffel was now under repair. - - :"
The Princiffa commanded by Sen’ Fidalgo
had afrived from St. Blas only the day before,
and had brought hither Brigadier General Don
Jofe Manuel Alava, colonel of the regiment of
Puebla, and governor of Nootka.
The appointment of this gentleman as gover-
nor of Nootka had taken place in confequence
" of the death of our highly valuable and much
Vor. VL ¥ _ efteemed
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efteemed friend Sery ‘Quadra, who-in the month’

of March had died at St. Blas, 'univcrfally la~
mented. Havmg endeavoured, on a former
occafion, -to pomt out the degree of admxratlon
and refpe& with which the condu& of Senr
Quadra towards_ our little community had 1m-
prcf' ed us during his life, I cannot refrain, now
that he-is no -more, from rendering that - _)uihcc
to his' memory to which it is fo amply intitled,
by ftating, thatthe unexpected melancholy event
of his deceafe operated on the-minds of us all, in
a way more eafily to be imagined than defcribed ;
and whilft it excited our ‘moft grateful acknow-
ledgments, it p‘rodué:ed the deepeft regret for the
lofs of a charadter fo amiable,'and {o truly orna-

" -mental to civil focmty

. .The Difcovery having in the courfe of the
day greatly outfailed the.Lhatham, the latter did
not asrive until after dark; for this reafon, our

formal vifit to the goyernor was deferred until
‘the day following. Mr. Puget had come-down

the coaft from Woody point, much nearer to the
fhore than we had done; and from him I learned
that between the entrance of the found, and the

‘breakers which are about feven or eight miles to

the weftward of it, he had met with much fea-
weed ; growing about two miles from the thore
in very irregular depths of water, from five to

‘ten fathoms, rocky bottom, -until within about

two
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~ two miles of Friendly cove; when the fea-weed
dlfappcarcd and the depth of water grcatly in-
creafed.

On W ednefday mormng the 3d; we waited
upon the governor, who ftill refided on board the
~ Princifla, where we were teceivéd by him and

~Sen® ‘Fidalgo with marks of the moft polite and
friendly attention. - I was foont given to under-
-ftand by Sen® Alava, that his appointment to fhis
governmerit had taken place as above ftated for
the particular purpofe of finithing the pcndlng
‘negociation, refpeéing the ceffion of thefe terri-
tories; which, in confequence of the different
conftruion put on the firft article of the Spa-

nifh convention, of the twenty-eighth of O&ober

1790, by the late Sen* Quadra and myfelf, had,

fince the month of September 1 792, been intirely.

fufpended. The prefent governor however was
ftill unprovided with the credentials neceffary for
finithing this bufinefs; but on his departure from

St. Blas in June, thefe documents were hourly"

expefted, and a veflel was waiting there in rea-
dinefs to be difpatched to this port, provided
they arrived in time for her reaching Nootka on
or before the 15th of O&ober ; but in the event
of her not being able to effe& a paflage by that

' time, the was to repair to Monterrey. In confe-

quence of this arrangement Sen’ Alava purpofed
to remain hcrc until ghat period fhou_lc} arrive;
Fa2 and
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and as no communication” from England, either
of a public or private nature, had yet reached me,
I confidered it %o be highly probable, that a du-
plicate of my inftru&ions for the like purpofe
might be tran{mitted by the fame conveyance.
Under this impreffion, and the confideration
of many other circumftances relative to the fitua-
tion of both veflels, I thought it moft advifeable
to determine on remaining till that period with
Sen® Alava; indeed it was not very likely, from
the various important duties we had now to exe-
cute, with the inadequate means we poflefled for
doing fo, that we thould be enabled to proceed
much before that time. Our ftore of cordage
was completely exhaufted, nor had we a fathom
of ;oi)e but what was then 1n ufe; the wholeof it
was much worn, and had been fpliced in feveral
places, and therefore it became neceflary to con-
trive fome means for procuring a fupply before
we could venture to fea again. The quantity
* which our Spanith friends, or the trading veflels
in this port, were likely to afford us, was very
inadequate to our neceffities, which obliged us to
refort to the expedient of converting fome of our
- cables into cordage. This would neceffarily
prove a tedious bufinefs, efpccially as we had to
conftru® a machine for. that purpofe. The
Chatham was not only in a fimilar predicament
with refpe& to cordage, but fhe required caulk-
. . ing
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ing, and immediate repair in fome of her plank,
that was found to be rotten. Both veflels de-
manded many fpars to be cut and prepared ; the
" fails and cafks ftood in need of great repair; and .
it had become eflentially important, that the ob- S
fervatory thould be ere®ed on fhore, for the pur- |
pofe of afcertaming more pofitively the rate and
error of our clironometers, in order to correc our
furvey from cape Douglas to cape Decifion; for
notwitbftanding that I had little doubt in my
own mind of the mode ‘that had been purfued,
yct I was fenfible that correfponding obferva-
tions at this place would be very fatisfa&ory.
With thefe objedts in contemplation; our time
“was not likely to be unprofitably employed; and
although I would gladly have poftponed the exe-
| cution of thefe feveral tatks until our arrival in
= a more fouthiern clime, where we had reafon to
~ believe the weather would be more favorable to
our withes, and where the neceflary rcfreﬂm_f_lcnts .
of which we all ftood fo much in need, might
have been procured in great abundance; yet it
‘would have been highly indifcreet, and extremely
- dangerous, for the veflels to have put to fea again,
until a fupply of cordage could be provided. In
- addition to this, other circu;ﬁﬁances_ feemed to )
demand, that I thould remain within .the reach ‘ A
~ of any difpatches that might have been forwarded | ! !
-through New Spain; which- could only be done =
- Fs , by

o
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by ftaying here, or reforting to fome of the fouth- -
e Spanifh fettlements, where we fhould lofe
the advantage of procuring the fpars and plank
which were now required; and as moft of our
bufinefs muft have been ill executed on board
the veflels, I felt little encouragement, when I

. reﬂc&ed on the-treatment we had experienced:
' the preceding year from the acting governor of
“California, to expe& being indulged with per-

miffion for performing it on fhore, in any of the
ports under his jurifdi&ion.

Thefe weighty confiderations induced me to
refolve oni continuing at Nootka until all our im-
portant operations were completed; and if in the
mean time I fhould receive any inftructions for
the government of my. condudt, as to the refti-
tution of thefe territories, by the expected Spanifh
packet, or by any other conveyance, I fhould be
upon the fpot to act with Sen* Alava as the nature
of my orders might require. , :

I took an early opportunity of rcprefcntmg ta
Senr Al_ava our neceffitous condition, and re-
quefted his permiffion to erect our obfervatory
and tents on fhore. , To this requeft he gave his
moft . hearty- concurrcnce, and feemed very ear-
neftly to regret, that the ftate of their eftablifh-
ment- precluded him from adminiftering to our

“wants in that effectual manner, to Wthh he was

prompted by his mclmanons.
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- Senr Saavadra, who had remained in charge'of
Nootka fince our former vifit, joined our party on- |
board the Princiffa, where the day pafled in mak-

R Tl R e

ing inquiries about the civilized world, and in- . %
deploring the turhulent and unhappy ftate of Eu-- i )
rope. ‘The mclancholy cxrcumﬁ:anccs that had ! E

been detailed by Mr. Brown, were- nOw con--
firmed by thefe gentlemen to the clofe of- the

" year 1703 ; and we became much concerned by -
the events that had happened, and alarmed at the

fatal confequences which it ‘was natural to fup-
pofe they muft produce. .

The weather was: gloomy with contmual rain,. \
but it did not preverit Maguinna and Clewpaneloo, ' k
with fome other chiefs, and a few of the natives,.
from viﬁting the veffels. Thé two former re-
ceived fuch comphments as were fuitable to their
rank, with which they were highly fatisfied ; and
the latter difpofed of a fcanty fupply of fith at a
very exorbitant price.. Fifh had become of great
value amongﬂ: thefe people, as, either from the
badnefs of the feafon during the preceding fum-
mer, or from their neglcﬂ: and inattention in
“providing their ufual fupply-for the winter, they
had experienced the greateft diftrefs for want of
provifions during that period ; and had not Sen"
Saavadra ‘adminiftered to their relief, many of
them would probably have fallen a facrifice to
the fcarcity, ~And although the provxdcnt care
) F4 he
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he had taken was inadequate to all that was de-
manded of him, yet the affiftance he had,been
able to afford them, was, much to the credit of
the natives, acknowledged by them with the -
moft grateful expreflions.

The governor, Sea™ Fidalgo, Saavadra, and
fome others of the Spanith officers, honored us
with a return of our vifit on Thurfday morning
the 4th ; but in confequence of our reduced ftack
of powder, I was under the neceffity of declining
the ufual ceremony of faluting, which was' very
politely excufed and d1f' pcnfed with by the whole
party.

The weather contmued very rainy and un-
pleafant until Saturday morning the 6th, when
the clouds difperfed with a breeze from the weft-
ward, and the weather became clear and agree- .
able. The tents, qbfcrvatog, and inftruments,
were now fet on fhore; the fails dried and un-
bent, and our varlous fervices were put ina train
for execution, in which we were affifted by fome
Spanifh caulkers and carpenters, who were em-
ployed on board the Chatham and on Monday _
following, the 8th, havu‘g conﬁrué’ccda machmc,
we began making rope from the materials of a
new bower cable. , i

Whilft the wind continued in the wc{’cern
quarter, it regularly died away every evening;
and though the mght ‘hght airs prcva1led from

- the
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the land, which were fucceeded by the refrefhing k
wefterly breeze from the fea’in the day time,
accompanied by cheerful “pleafant weather; s
which, with the advantage of the fociety we here
met, made our time pafs as agreeably as could
well be expe@ed in thefe rude and diftant re-
gions. . .

- On Wednefday the 10th the wind again blew
freth from the S. E. and exhibited another of
the very rare inftances of lightning and thunder
in this country, which with torrents of rain con-
tinued moft of the night.

The wind returned again to the weftward on
Thurf{day evening the 11th, and brought with
it fair and pleafant' weather ; with which the
Aranfafu failed for St. Blas, and through Sent
Alava’s civility, I tranfmifted by this opportu-
nity a letter to the Admiralty, ftating our having
accomplithed the furvey of North. Weft Ame-
rica, and the expe&ation I was in of receiving : 'Y
their final inftru&ions for the accomplithment of ' -
the other objects of my commiffion. . _

Both wind and weather, as might reafonably
be expected on the approach of the autumnal
equinox, became now very changeable; on the
13th the atmofphere was dark and gloomy, with
drifting thowers; and the wind from the S. E.,
which in the afternoon fuddenly fhifted to the
N. E,, blew in heavy fqualls, accompanied by a 4

very
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very heavy fall of rain. Notwithftanding that the
wind came dire&ly from the land, yet towards
midnight, when the gale feemed to be at its
height, an extremely heavy fwell rolled in from
the ocean, and brcke with great fury on the
thores of the found that were expofed to its in-
fluence; and even thofe of this little cove were
by the furge greatly annoyed. This kind-of wea-
ther continued until Wednefday the 17th, and
much retarded our feveral works, which could
not yet be confidered as in any flate of forward-
nefs. The violence of the equino&ial gales from
this time feemed to have abated, and a feries of
fair weather, with regular land and fea breezes,
enabled our people to make all the progrefs that
the tedious nature of their feveral labours would
permit. - ' :

Since our arrival we had occafionally been vi-
fited by Magquinna, Clewpaneloo, with fome of
the inferior chiefs, and many of the inhabitants,
who fold us a few fith, and brought to market
fome venifon ; but moft of thefe people had now -
retired to their winter habitations up - the found.
Thefe Senr Alava exprefled a defire to vifit, and
as we all knew that fuch an excurfion would be.
highly flattering to Maguinmz, ‘and “to' the othet -
chiefs and people, a party was formed with three
of our boats, and a Spanith launch to carry the
luggage, - Notwithftanding that we were well

perfuaded




- S 0 N

1794.] ROUND THE WORLD. 75

perfuaded of the friendly difpofition of the na. A
tives, yet I confidered it neceffary that the boats
fhould be equipped for defence, as on all other :
fuch occafions. The fettled ftate of the wea-
ther had now not only favored and forwarded all
eur tranfa&ions, but was extremcly inviting to
‘the relaxation we had in view. :
Sen® Alava and Fidalgo, with' Mr. Menzms,'
accompanied me in. the Difcovery’s yawl; Mr.
Puget, attended by fome of the officers of the.
Chatham, was in the cutter ; Lieutenant Swaine,
with fome of the gentlemen of the Difcovery,
were in our large cutter ; and with thofe in the
Spaniﬁl launch, our party confifted of fifty-fix
officers and men. No doubt was entertained:
that Maquinna, who had been informed of the
honor intended him, would be in readinefs to
receive us, and for this reafon our courfe was firft
* dire&ed towards Tahtheis, the place of his refi--
dence. But as we were not. much affifted by
the wind, it was near fun-fet before we arrived ‘
at a very pleafant fpot not far from Maguinna's: 3
village, where we pitched our tents; and as the -
day was too far advanced, our ceremonial vifit -
was deferred until the next day, and a meflage = “
to that effect was fent by Clewpaneloo, who had
attended us from the thips. But Maguinna, =
who with his people was in readinefs to receive '
us, inftantly difpatched a meflenger, requefting o
: that : 3
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that we would repair to his refidence that even-
ing. This however we thought proper to de-
cline, but in order that Maguinna might be fa-
tisfied of our intentions to vifit him in the maorn-
ing, fome of the gentlemen walked to the vil-
lage, and explained to him, that it was the late-
nefs of the hour only that prevented our then
complying with his requeft.

Matters being comfortably arranged for the
night, centinels were planted, as well to avoid
ény furprize from the natives, as to prevent: our

- own people from ftraying to their habitations,

from whence difputes or mifunderftandings might
have arifen; ftrict orders were iflued to this

_effect, and being uniformly adhered to, the night

paﬁEd without the leaft interruption.

After breakfaft on Friday morning ‘the 26th,

we procceded with the four boats to Tahfhcxs,

-and were welcomed on our approach to the thore

by a vociférous old man, exclaiming ¢ Waco/k
y g s

Wacoft;” by which he meant to exprefs friend-

thip, and the good intentions of the natives to-

‘wards us. Thefe fentiments being returned in

a fimilar manner by our party, we. landed, and
were received by Maguinna and two of his bro-
thers, Whaclaffe pultz, and Tataoc}ﬁattzcm, with

repeated expreffions of ¢ Wacofk,” until we were.

almoft ftunned with their gratulations.. . This -

ceremony being concluded, we were conducted

throu gh
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throdgh the village to Maquz'mza”s habitation,

where we were led to feats prepared and covered

with clean mats at the upper end of the houfe.
Having taken our feats,"about thirty men be-

gan each to beat with a ftick on a hollow board, '

in order to affemble the inhabitants of the vil-
lage to that fpot; this fummons being readily
obeyed, Maquinna informed the aflembled crowd

‘with great earneftnefs, and in a fpeech of fome

length, that our vifit was to be confidered as
a great honor done to him, and that it had
taken place in confequence of the civil and or-
derly behaviour of all the inhabitants of the
found under his authority towards the Englith
and the Spaniards. This, he obferved, was not
the cafe with Wicananifh, or any other chief
whofe people: committed aéts of violence and
depredation on the veflels and their crews that

vifited their country; but that fuch behaviour .

was not practifed at Nootka, and that for this
reafon they had been more frequently vifited :
by Whjch means, their wealth in copper, cloth,

and various other articles of great value to them,

had been increafed far exceeding that of any of
their neighbours. He particularly ‘mentioned
fome tribes, but by appellations we were not ae-
quainted with, over whom he feemed to cen-:

fider our vifit to him as a great triumph ; and

from his manner of fpeaking, there evidently ap-
' peared
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~ fwords, daggers, fpears, bows, arrows, fith gigs,
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peared to exift no {mall degree of jealoufy be=
tween them. He then proceeded to enumerate
the various good qualities that marked the cha-
raler of the Spaniards and the Englith; that
both were ftrongly attached to himfelf and his
people, and that he hoped that we fhould be
much pleafed by being entertained according to
their manner of receiving vifitors.

The performers I -believe were zll in readinefs
without, and anxious to begin their part; for
the inftant Maquinna had ceafed {peaking, the
hollow board mufic recommenced, and a man :
entered the houfe moft fantafticaily drefled ina

. war garment, which reached to the calves of his

legs, but not below them; this was varioufly-
ornamented, as was alfo his face with black and -
red paint, fo that his features appeared to be
‘moft extravagantly diftorted, or, more properly
fpeaking, they were {carcely diftinguifhable ; his

" hair was' powdergd, or rather intirely covered
:with the moft delicate white down of young »
" fea fowl, and in his hand he bore a mufket with™

a fixed bayonet, making altogether a meft fa-
vage, though at the fame time a whimfical
figure ; this man was followed by about twenty
mare, decorated with confiderable variety after
the fame fafhion, but differently armed ; fome
like himfelf with muikets, others with p]ﬂ:ols,

and
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and hatchets, feemingly with intent to difplay . =«

- their wealth and power, by an exhibition of the *
feveral implements they pofleflfed, as well for the - - ‘»‘
ufe of war, as for obtammg the different necef-
Aaries of life. . . %

This prcpoﬁ:crous group of ﬁgurcs was drawn h

up before us; and notwithftanding wewere per-
fectly fatisfied of the harmlefs and peaceable -
“tehitions of thefe people, yet I believe there was
_ not one of our party intirely free from thofe fen- i
fations which will naturally arife from the fight
of fuch unufual objects ; whofe favage and bar-
Barous appearance, was not a little augmented by i
’ their actions and vocxﬁcrous behaviour, accom- Co kt
pamcd by an exhibitiopn, that confifted prmcx- ‘
pally of jumping in a ve¢ry peculiar manner. In
. this-effort the legs did ngt feem to partake much
of the exertion, althoﬁgh they fometimes raifed
themfelves to a coéﬁderablc height; and we
underftood that thofe were confidered to be the
beft performers, who kept their feet conftantly
parallel to each other, or in one certain pofition,
with the leaft poffible inclination of the knees.
After thefe had finifhed their part, Maqm'"ﬂa per-
~ formed a mafk dance by himfelf, in which, with _
great addrefs, he frequently and almoft imper- =
ceptibly changed his matfk ; this feemed to be a [
very favourite amufement of his, as he appeared - - i-
to be in high fpmts, and to take cfreat delight in
' : : A the B
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performance. ‘The matks he had made choice
of, certainly did credit to his imagination in point
of whimfical effeé ; his drefs was different from
that worn by any of the other performers, con-
fifting of a cloak and a kind of fhort apron, co-

copper o placed as to firike againft each other,

~and to produce a jingling noife ; which, being

accompanied by the muific before defcribed as a
fubftitute for a drum, and fome vocal exertions,
produced a favage difcordant noife, as offenfive to
the ear as the former exhibition had been to the
eye. But as the obje of our vifit was a com-
pliment to Maguinna, a previous determination

to be pleafed. infured our plaudits, which were

~ bountifully beftowed, and received with great

pleafure and fatisfaction by the furrrounding fpec-
tators. :

A paufc now took placc in the cntertamments,
which however was foon filled up, to the great
gratlﬁcatlon of our hoft and his friends. The
prefents that had been prov1ded for the occafion-
were now exhibited to public view, confifting of

copper, blue cloth, blankets, ear thells, and a

var1cty of fmall articles of lefs value; thefe were
fevera]]y diftributed by Sen’ Alava and myfelf to

Maguinna and his relations, according to the
~rank and confequence of each; in thefetokens

of our friendthip we fucceeded fo well, that our

liberal
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liberal donations foon refounded through the
village, and the glad tidings Were réceived with
loud acclainations of applaufe. On thefe fubx
fiding, we had a fecond vocal and inftrumental
performance, which concluded by a return from
- Magninna for the préfents wé had made.  In'this
Maguinia did not perfonally appéar; Wizacl alfe
pultz, afing as mafter of the eéremonies, firft
~ addreffed Sen’ Alava in 4 fhort fpeech, refped:
s ’mgxthe friendfhip that had fo long béen eftab:
lifhed between the Spaiards, and the tribes un-
“det the authority of Maguinna; Wwho, he faid, was
highly pleafcd by the trouble he had taken.in
paying him this diftant vifit; and that, 45 @ proof
of Maguinna's fincerity, hé. was then dbout to
make fome return for the-fépeatéd inftarices of
friendfhip he hdd expeérienced; by placing a fea
otter fkir at the feet of Sen' Alava. 1 then re-

ceived a fimildr compliment, as did Sen® Fidalgo

“and Mr. Pug’et',' after which Sen' Alava and my-
felf were éach’ prefentéd with a fecond fea otter
fkin, which concluded the cefemonies of thxs
vifit. :

The day Was not yet far a&vanced and bcmg

“fair and-pleafant, we amufed ourfelvesin ftrolling
through the village; and found it, although ex~
tenfive, far from being numeroufly inhabited.
This was accounted fbr'by Maguinsia, who ftated,

~ that many famities weie ftill abfetit, not having
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yet procured their ftock of provifions for the ens -
fuing winter feafon; at which time, if all their
habitations are fully.occupied, its population can+
not be much lefs ‘than eight. or' nine hundred
perfons. Maquinna's ~habitation was confider-
ably-larger than any of the others, and had a
very {upefior advantage over. them all by being
lefs filthy; it was at prefent not more than half
oecupied, nor was it mtirely covered in, though -
i it did not appear to have been recently crc_&c‘d 3
but we remained -ignorant of the reafon why fo .
large a proportion of the roof remained unfinith-
ed. The conftru&tion of the Nootka houfes,
efpecially. with refpec to their infide, has been
fo fully treated by Captain Cook, as to preclude
any material addition from my pen; yet it is
 fingularly remarkable, (although particularly re-
. prefented 'in ‘M. Webber's draWing of the vil-
.. Iage in friendly Cove) that Captain Cook fhould
not have taken any notice whatever in his journal,
of the immenfe pieces of timber which are raifed,
and- horizontally placed on wooden pillars, about
~ eighteen inches above the roof of the largeft
houfes in that village; one of which pieces of
timber was of fize fufficient to have made a lower
maft for a third rate man of war. Thefe, to-
gether with the large images, were at that time
fuppofed to denote the habitation of the chief, -
or principal perfon of the tribe; and the opinion
' ) then
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then formed, has been repeatedly confirmed by

" obfervations made during this voyage. - One.or :
more houfes in many of the deferted villages, as ' \
well as in moft of the inhabited ones we had "
vifited, were thus diftinguithed. - On the houfe
of Magquinna were three of thefe immenfe fpars;
the middle piece was the largeft, and meafured ' ‘
at the but-end nearly five feet in diameter; this )
extended the whole length of the habitation,
which was about an hundred feet long. It was
placcd on pillars of woed ; that which fupported
it within the upper end of the houfe was about
fifteen feet in circumference, and on it was
carved one of their diftorted reprefentations of a
gigantic human figure. We remained totally
unacquainted with the intention of, or the pur-
pofe that was to be anfwered by, thefe fingular
roof trees; but it is natural to fuppofe that they
mutft be directed to fome important obje&, as the » fi'i:g:
raifing of fuch immenfe maffes of timber twelve '
or fourteen feet from. the ground, and placing
them firmly on the pillars by which . they are

- fupported, muft, to a people fo totally devoid ¢f
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5 mechanical powers, bc a ‘moft tedious and labo -
- -1i0US operatwn _ ' .
- Our curiofity bemg fatlsﬁed and our pockets -
complctely emptied by the unremitting folici-- %?F '

tations of the inhabitants of Tahtheis, of the ftock
- of trinkets vnth which we had been proudcd
G2 . we
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we proccedcd to the upper end of the arm, whick -
afforded me an opportmnty of explaining to
Sent Alava the manner, in which the numerous
channels and branches in the continent he had
feen delineated on onr charts, terminated ; asthis
ended in the fame way, by a low border of land
in the front of a valley, through which fome
fmall ftreams of water were difcharged ; but the
~ . adjacent fhores were infinitcly lefs high than we
had been accuftomed to obferve ; where having
ftrolled a little about in the fkirts of the w@od§<
we retutned to our encampment. Here we found >
Maguinna with feveral of our Tahtheian fncnds,’
who were very folicitous that we fhould retirn
and partake irf the evening of an entertainment
ﬁmxlar to that we had received in the morning ;
but as we had appointed te be-at home on Sun-
day morning, and had promifed a vifit to our
friend Clewpaneloo at his principal refidence, called
Mooetchee, which was at a confiderable diftance
from Tahfheis, it was not in our power to com-
ply with the civil folicitations of ’\Iagumﬂa and
his fraternity. - ~
- 'We were honored at dmner with the com-
pany of Mzgwmta, moft of his family, and many
of the other chiefs ; who, with the moft un-
equivocal affurances of their ﬁ-ichdfhip, and with
expreflions of the great pleafure they had derived
o - from

.y
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fiom our vifit, bad | us f'arewdl ;m’cr &'mner, and
we- dtparteé co o
As Mooetchee is ﬁtuatcd neat ﬂ'ze upper part
of the mext branch’ to the caﬁwa‘rd of Tahtheis’
channdl,-our route was dirc¥ed Back' by the Way
we had dome i anﬂ Raviig rc:ac:l'u:d1 m thrc even-
ing the dividing point of thefe two arms’ of the
fea, whitch is fituated about N. (5 E. fix of fcvcﬂ
miles from Fnen’diy cove, we pitched our tents
for the- nwht in-order to have the day before us ,
o v1ﬁtmg C}ewpanefoa, whofe habnat;on was m:
about féverr or cight' miles ffom us’; © towards i
which placc, after brcakfa& on' S&turda) mornmg
_the: srth; we proceeded and-as our vifit was not
intended to be a very long one, the Spamﬂi
Tnancl was left in'a pleafant ﬁtuatxon, in’ order
to pifch the erjcampment, and providé a dmner
_againft our returnr;’ by which’ ‘rieans our Joumey :
to- the fhip the next: day would be rnatf:mt}fy‘
fhortened.- Our’ progrcfs was ‘ot very rapid;“as
both wind, and the ftream’ which T believe™ in
general runs down; were adverfe to our pﬁrﬁii‘t',?
which was through a region fo wild and inhof=
pitable in its appearance, as occaﬁoned Sent
Alava frequently to exprefs his’ a~"i:on1ﬂ"1ment:‘F
that it could ever have. been ah obje& of con- ,
" tention between our refpedtive foveteigns. - T‘hc
fhores' either conftituted lmpcnctrablc foreﬁs,
produced from the fifurés of a-rugged rocky}
: G3 country,
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country, or were -formed by ftupendous barren
precipices, rifing perpendlcuiarly from the water
to an immenfe height; {o that, cXcépting the ice
and catarats to. which we had been:accuftomed
in inariy other inftances, Sen® Alava was enabled
from this Ihort excurfion to form a very com-
pletc 1dc4 of the gcneral character of thofe coun-
tries to the northward of this ftation, which had
fo lone; occupxed our time and labour.

It was nearly three in_the afternoon before we
reached the village of Mooetchee, which con:
fifted of a few houfes huddled together in a cove,
with.as httlo regulanty in the- dlfpofal of them
as was apparent in the condu&of its 1nhab1tants,
who crowded about us; and, produced us much.
inconvenience, .although w1th the moft inoffen-
{;i&qignd, peaceable defign.  Our friend Clewpa-
neloo, though their chief, feemed nat to poflefs
fufficient ‘influence to reftrain this behaviour,
even within his own -habitation, to which we
were conduéted by a very rarrow paffage be-

, tween the houfes; the filth of which, and the

combination of fo many. oﬁenﬁve exha,latwns,'
rendered it hlghly neceflary to our feelings, ‘that
‘as much difpatch as poffible fhould be ufed in
the diftribution .of our prefcnts, which, when
cﬁ'c&ed would leave us perfectly at liberty to
depart, without giving the leaft offence to our .
hoﬁ or to any of his fncnds On this occaﬁon,;

ccrcmomcs‘
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* ceremonics fimilar to. thofe praQifed at Tahthies
were here obferved ; but the-want of order and
decorum, independently of the difference in'point -
of numbers-between “Tahfheis and Mooetchez,
evinced the fuperiority: éflMa'gﬂihnaz-‘sfau’thority,
when compared with-that of. the-neighbouring
chiefs; amongft whom Cletwpanelso-was veputéd to
be one of the firft in wealth and power; and:I
certainly noticed as miany of ‘their large fquaré
boxes, in which they generally keep: their vala:
ables, in his habitation, as:1 .had . done 9n.almoft
all the other houfes coiltctiireli":-takbrz; ‘but: what
they contained we did tiot entirely learn’; yet,if .
credit were -to be given to our landlord, they
were all well appropriated, being; according té
his account; filled with the fkins of the fea otter;
‘bear, deer, martih', and other animals of  the

country, or with copper, iron, cioth and other o i
Europcan commodities. , : St _ I /
' Our part being performed, and our ftore of S !
prefents exhauﬂed we returned to our boats, ac- ix

companied by Clewpaneloo, who made us in re-!
.tarn -prefents ﬁmxlar to thofe we had received’
from M:gvmna to which he added ofie infi-
{mtcly mote valuable than all the reft.  This was
a very fine buck, juft killed; which” ‘being- depo«
fited in our boat, we took leave of Mooetchee,’
“amidft reiterated acclamations of < ‘W’aég/h Wa-
p f/]z, thh repeated 1ntreaties of ‘the moft fnendly

: G nature
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—fa . nature, to: prolorig our flay; but as the day was
= now, far. advanced, no time was loft in making

§ the. beft.of our way towards the ftation where

the. Spanjth launch had been left ; this we reach-
ed. in‘ the evening, and found every thing coms.

forta;b!y prepared, for our reception.— |
* As. we -bent .our way. homewards the next
mm'mng, we: ftoppeid at an anchoring place called
by the nafivés Mowenna, in great repute with
the traders on this coaft, and partlculaxly fo with
the Americans. It is ﬁtuated -on, the weftern
fide of the found, between four and five miles
to.the northward of Friendly cove, over which
it pofiefles (though further. from the fea) feveral
advantages in point ofifecurity. and accommoda-
tion. The land in its neighbourhood continues
to be low to a greater diftance than about
Friendly cowe, and feems to be. compofed of lefs
rocky materials, The extent of this harbour is
but {mall, but being well prote@ed againit all
winds, and.its diftance from the océan prevent-
ing its being. much affeGed by the fwell, feveral
veflels might ride here in. perfet - fafety ; and as
it has a fair navigable channel out of it in a
foutherly direion, veflels can fail out of this
harbour whenever the land wind prevails to pufh_
them. clear of the found, with infinitely more
eafe. than_from Friendly.cove; out. of which,
thcy are ﬁtﬂ;obhge:d to warp.a. confiderable dif- -
tance,
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tance, and to ancher not; only in an inconvenient

depth of water, but om an uneven rocky bottom;
ia addition to: which, in the event of the wind
fuddenly. ftting inm ftrong from. the fea, their
fituation becomes by no means pleafant. The
departuge from. Friendly ce¥e, althoughinet dif:
ficult in the fummer feafon, yet (as I bhave been
given to underfland). is fubject in the winter to
great, and indeed dangerous, inconvenience, from
the hea»y fea. which rolls. in ftormy weather into
the found; efpccxally during the S. E. gales,
againft which, from its. vicinity. to the ocean, it is
not: fufficiently protected. As a military eftab-
lithment howeyar, itis greatly to be preferred to
Mowenna, as-nothing can paf& or. rcpa._fointb the
found-unobferved-at Friendly cove. -
About - noon: we. arrncd on board;. "\othmg
of any moment- had occurred during our- aba
fence ; the weather, which had been favorable
to our excurfion, had.been fo likewife to the fe-
veral employments of re-equipment, thougb we
had yet much- remammv to perform ‘
On Monday afternoon the 29th, arrived-a very-
+ {malk thip called the Jenny, belonging to Briftol;
the.fame vcffel that had vifited Nootka.in Oc--
tober, 1702, then rigged as a three- mafted {choo-

ner, and commanded by Mr. Baker, who had:

proceeded in her to England, with. the- cargo of

furs he had then colleéted. She Was now: coms-

manded
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- ‘manded by a Mr. Joha Adarmfon,” who had re-

turned with her from England, and had in. the
courfe of the preceding fummcr in the neighbour-
hood of Queen Charlotte's iffinds, -éollcted: up-
wards of two thoufand fea ol;tcr {kins; with which
he was bound to the-Chinefe thatket, and*from

‘ Canton was to be: employed:as packct in‘the fer-

vice of the ‘Eaft -Indid €ommpany. He brought
us the agreeable intelligence -of having et Mr.
Brown in the Jackal on the coaft, in the latitude
of 54°, for whofe fafety we hdd entertained fome
apprehenfion ; for when' we left Mr. ‘Brown in
port Althorp, it was his intention.to proceed to
the fouthward through the inland navigation,
and as the inhabitants of thofe fhores had acted

a very fufpicious part towards Mr. Whidbey, we -

were fearful left Mr. Brown’s {mall foree mxght
not havc been equal to his protection.

The ferenity of the-weather continued to favor
our operations with little interruption. The
wind blew for 'a few hours on the afternoon of
Tucfday the 30th, from the S. E. attended with-
rain’; but the N. W= wind again-prevailed, and
the weather became fair and pleafant the next-
morning, Wednefday the 11k of October.: |

- On the day following, Thur?ﬁq(the 2nd, 1 was:
honored with the company of the Governor,‘

- 8en® Fidalgo, Saavadra, and moft of the Spanifh
- officers to dine on-board the Difcovery. + The-

very
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very exhaufied ftate of -my fores, and ftock of
articles neceflary on fuch occafions, had. pre-
cluded my receiving this pleafure fo frcqucntly
as I ‘could have wifthed. : :

- I was very agz"&ably furprized by receiving a
meflage from the governor on’ Saturday the 4th,

inthe afternoon, purporting that the expelted ,L

Spanifh packet from St. Blas was .in.the offing;
thcfe however were but fhort-lived hopes, for we
.. no fooner had recourfe . to our glaffes, than we
| bccarﬁ‘&of opimon: that the veflel in queftion was
the Jackal. But as the wind at this time blew
ftrong from thé: S. E. attended with dark, rainy,
hazy weather, and as the could mat reach the port
before -dark, the ftood to ‘feaytagain\; -during-the
night the S. E. gale increafed with inceffantrain,
and avery heavy fwell rolled into the found; the
next day, Sunday the 5th, the weather was more
moderate;\andrin the evening the Jackal arrived.
It was now that I received the information of
Mr. Brown'’s having paffed through  the fhallow
paflage mentioned in Mr. Whidbey’s laft furvey
"in the boats, which appertaining imgnediately to
the region then under conﬁdera’cfgp, fthought
it moﬁ: properly introduced in the. narrative, of.
that expedition.  Since our fcparat;on -with the
Jackal, ‘Mr. Brown had colle@ed upwards.of a
thoufand. prime fea otter {kins, and feveral: of
inferior quality. . Moft of thefe Had been pro-,

cured
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cured from thofe people, whofe conduct had put
on-fuch a fufpicious appearance in the opinion
of Mr. W>hidbey and his party, in his way from
Crofs found : they had behaved-very properly to
Mer. Brown, whofe readinefs to enter into a traf-
fic with them might probably operate in gaining
their. good opinion; for it had bcen evident, on
many occafions, that our difinclination toa com-.
mercial intercourfe had excited the difpleafure of
feveral tribes we had met with; this opinion:
was confirmed, by their ufual formalities on firft
vifiting: the veflels, which generally concluded

with a.defire to,opcir a negociation for the diii-‘z )

* pofal of their merchandize. L

- As the month of October advarnced, we knew
perfectly well, both from our former and prefent
experience, that the fummer feaforrof this country.
was faft drawing ta a contlufion, and-as moft of
our matérial bufinefs with the fhore. was_now
nearly finithed, I took the advantage of Monday,
being a fair day, to receive on board the obfer-..
vatory. inftruments and tents. ~ Our fuel and
water was yet, however, to completc, which
would unavoidably detain us three of four days
longer, fo that waiting the ftipulated time, after
which. the Spanith packet was not to be ex-
pected, could now be of little moment, when
comipared- to the importance her arrival might

pefiibly b of, in expediting our return to Eng-

land.
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- land. This, owever did not happen, nor did
any circamftance worthy of notice take place
during thxs anxious interval.- At midnight on
. the 16tii®we put to fea, in company with the
.Chatham. The Princifla, Captain Fidalgo, with
Governor Alava on board, was to follow jus the
next day. Monterrey was appointed as t% next
rendezvous, where thefe officers entertainet little
doubt of our meeting a reception, and every re-
fpe& fuitable to our fituation and withes. In
this opinion 1 was induced to concur, from a con-
verfation that had lately paffed between Sent
Alava and myfelf, when I became acquainted that
the reprefentation I had made to Sen' Quadra of
the treatment we had received on our former
vifit to New Albion, had in confcquencc of his
deceafe been tranfmitted to the viceroy at Meii-
co, whofe very humane and liberal intentions
towards us, had no doubt, been matenally mif-
underftood by Sen’ Arrillago.

Having bad farewell to Nootka, and madc
fuch remarks on our ordinary tranfactigns. there.
as appeared to me deferving. attcnt@[ thall
now proceed to ftate the refult of our\labours at
the obfervatory, and thew from what authority [
deduced the longitude of the various ftations m. =~ .

- our late furvey, which in many inftances. differs
materially from the longitude aﬁignéd.jtz'). them
by Captain Cook. ‘I have already ftated my

l - : reafons
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reafans forfﬁ;lk)fcribing'to our own calcilations 1d
preference to thofe made by Captain Cook ; and
muft again-repéat, that I have prefumed fo to
do, under the conviction of our having had the

. means of being accurate, more fully in our power

-~ than fell to the lot of that renowned and illuftri-
oys navigator. - :

On September 6th, in Nootka found the chro-
nometers thew the following longitudes; viz.
Amold’s No. 14, 232° 32’ 50"; Anold’s No.
176, 232° 32/ -53". " The true longitude being
232° 31' 307, it appeared that Arnold’s No. 14,
and Kendall’s, were each of them 1° 0’ 40", and

W

Wi,

. KNETPTS
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‘*ﬁj__ ‘Arnold’s No. 176, 44’ 25" to the we{’cward of .
f the true Iongxtudc '
- . On the 6th of O&Ober at noon, Arnold s I\o.

176 was found by the meéan of twenty-nine days
equal altitudes, to be: faft of mean time at Green-.

wich ©~ - - - 10" 49’ 45" 6’”x J
And to be gaining on mean ‘
time per day at therateof, = - 41 57

Arnold’s Nq. 14, faft of - A
mean.tim€ on the fameday, 4 57 10 50
And gai"ning on mean time

per day at the rate of, - 23 4
Kendaﬁ’s, faft of mean time . S
-on ditto, . - - - 9 30 52 56~
~-And O'ammg on mean time :
perday, - = - .28 30
. By
> i S
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By obfervations taken on fhore with the arti-
ficial horizon, between the 6th of September and
11th of Oéober, 17094, the chronometeg's were

found to be gaining on mean time, viz. Arnold’s

No. 176, 417 57'"'; Amold’s No. 14, 23" 6" ;
and Kendall’s, 28" 2¢''! per day; by which it
appeared, that when opportunities did not offer
of obtaining equal altitudes for afcertaining the
rates of the chronometers, common altitudes_'if
taken with care, would anfwer the fame pur-
pofe; ‘this is exemplified by the above obferva-
tions, as the difference of the rate between two
of the chronometers -was only one fourth, .and
that of the other, viz. Arnold’s No. 176, rather
more than half a fecond, which-is accounted for
by the very uncqual rate in gcncral of that chro-
nometer. : .
- The latltude, Iongxtude, vanatxon, and incli-
nation of the magnetic needle, were found to be
the fame as on our firft vifit to this place in the
year 1792. -

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER 11,
= Depart from Nootka Sound=—Violent Stormadr=

rive at Monterrey—Receive on board the Deferters
1 JSrom the Chatham and Dadalns<<Ezxcurfion inio

B the Country—~Ezxamine a very femarkable Monn-
7l | taine Afironomical and Nautical Obfervations.

o LIGHT breeze from the land favored ur
ol | progrefs out of Nootka found, and by day-
% - light on Friday the 17th, we wére about thrée
. 3 leagues from' the land, when the wind faddenly
died away, and was fucceedéd by a cahm -with-
thick, hazy weather continuing the whole of th¢
day, and giving the veffels an appearance of being
ftationary ; the depth of watér continued to bc
the fame from noon until midnight, 75 fathoms,
muddy bottom. At this time the haze was furc--
i 1 B cecded by a very thick fog, without the leaft
1 | ' breeze of wind; and although by the depth in-
LR creafing we imagined that we were proceeding
_from the coaft, yet our motion was fo flow, that -
by fix in the evening of Saturday the 18th, we
were ftill in foundings at the depth of 100 fa-
. thoms, muddy bottom, and by the lead when on

the ground, the veflel feemed to lie as if at anchor.
e _ : This
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This obfcurity in the atmiofphere had prevented
our fecing the Chatham fince .the preceding
evening, but the ferenity of the weather, and the
apparent ftationary fituation of the: Difcovety,
made me conclude that the could fot be far off.
Our.powder being much exhaufted, the fog fignal
had not been made; but in order to afcertain
the fa®, a gun was now-fired, and to our great
aftonithment it was not anfwered. The fog and
calm ftill continued, and the depth of -watef

gradually increafed, at eight o’clock we had 105 -

fathoms, with fandy bottom. The fog now dif-
petfed, and the calm was fuceeded by a light
breeze from the E. N. E.; another gun was now
fired, and a falfe fire burnt as a fignal ‘to our
confort, but neither was anfwered. After re-
peating thefe fignals in the fame manner, at three
oclock on Sunday moming the 19th to no
effect, we made all fail, fteering to the S. S/ E.
At day-light the high land over Nootka and
Clayoquot, was fill in fight, bearing by compafs

- from N.6 W. to E.N.E; our diftéince from

the coaft was 10 or 12 leagues. - The foundings*
we.had gained at midnight at the depth of 135
fathoms, proved to be at the diftance of about
feven leagues from point Breakers, and fome-
thing more from the general: liie-of the coaft to

- the esftward of that point. This I confidered to

 be the edge of a bank of foundings that appeared

- VoL. VI;~ . H , to
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. to lie along the coaft, which commenced a-bréaft
of -cape Lookout, and terminated a little to the {
northward of Nootka. Near the entrance of LT
De Fuca’s firaits it feemed to ftretch further
into the ocean, as at the diftance of cight lcagues j
from thofe.fhores we had. onI) '58 fathoms watct, !
with muddy bottom. . :

In looking round for the Chatham a veﬂ'cl
was, c]xfcovcrcd ‘a-ftern, for which. we immedi-
ately thortened fail, but foon finding it to be the
Spanith - thip Princiffa, we .again. directed -our
courfe as before with all fail fpread to a pleafant
eafterly. breeze and fair weather; with this’how-
ever, we ‘were not long indulged, for in the even-
ing. the wind veered to the S.S.E., and by
Monday the 20th in the afternoon, inereafed to
fo ﬁron a gale as to oblige us to clofe-reef our
topfal}s The wind fixed in the fouth-cattern
quarter; and became ‘variable, with fometimes -
clear, and at others. cloudd weather : ‘this gale
did not reduce us below our “topfails, although
we plied not only againtt it, but againft a very

ahcayy fouth-wefterly fwell to fo little purpofe,
~ that by noon on Friday the;{;?th we'had by our
"~ reckoning (for we were unable to gain any ob-
fervation) only reached the latitude of 47° 12/,
longftude 232°12' In the evening-the wind
veered to the 'S.S. W., with which we made a
tolcrably good progrcﬁ to the {outh-caftward
\ " until
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- until Sunday morning the 26th, when i it became

light and - vanable, w1th alternate calms, and a
very heavy fwell fromthe W..S. W. .

« This un.comfortablc _weather was. fuccecdcd~
by a frefh breeze from theN. E., which as ufual -

veered to the S. E, on-Monday morning, and in.
the afterndon -incredfed: to a galc fo;violent, as

to make it neceffary that we fhould ftrike. the

topcallant-maﬁs, and brmg to, under the figrm.
'ﬂ'ayfaxls, this gale was attended with-an ex-
tremely heavy rain until midnight, when, the
ftorm fuddenly moderated, and the-wind veer-
ing to the S.W. we ftood to the S.E. undcr our
courfes and clofe-reefed topfails. e

The obferved latitude on: Tuefday- the 28th

- was 44° 14'; longitude by account 233° 27/; in.

the afternoon all our canvafs was again fpread,
but by Wednefday morning the £9th the wind

‘had refumed its fouth-eaftern direction, :with ‘

hard {qualls and heavy rain, which again reduced
us to the forefail and ftorm ftayfails. .
Since our departure from Nootka we had con-

ftantly been incommoded by a very heavy weft-

erly and fouth-weft {well, which at this time
was greatly increafed, notwithftanding the fea,
raifed by the violence of the wind from the fouth-

eaft; thefe together caufed a very confufed agi- L

tation of the ocean, and, although the thip was -

madc as fnug as poffible by the top-gallant mafts

H 2 ) bemg -

et x o)

Ry
. ,—.—\;‘: NPEE

P

T.

g



e m - B 5 - e
—en = R P L b o al— aage R SR N

e s e e A g e e

N

OO0 . . A YOYAGE OF DISCOVERY  [NOV. | .
;i’_ ' being | firuck, and by every thing, that conve- | /
; - . niently could be taken from aloft, yet fhe was X

cxtrcmcly uncomfortable,and ﬂnppcd great quan-
tities of water: About noon the gale moderateda,
and on the wind retummg to the S. W., we again _
made fail to the fouth-eaftward. The afternoon G
“was tolerably fair; vaft flocks of wild geefe and
ducks were obferved, flying to the fouthward,
which indicated that in a more northern climate %
the winter had fet in with much feverity.

.*The wind; although variable between S. E. and
S.'W. was moderate, with frequent. calms, and
the weather, comparatively fpeaking with that
we had fo recently experienced, might be con-
fidered as tolerably fair, notwithftanding which,
we made little progrefs until Monday morning
the 3@ of November, when the wind feemed
fixed'in the north-weft quarter, with very pleafant
- weather. - Fo- this favorable gale we fpread all
" ' our fails, fteering for cape Mendocino; the fouth-
5
f

U “ “‘”:*x

ern promontory of which, at noon, bore by com-
pafs S.51 E., and with the coaft to the north of
, . it, infight to the N. E., was about 9 or 10 leagues
1 diftant. .- The obferved latitude 40° 42, longi-

1 tude according to our former calculations of the

, fituation of° €ape Mendocmo, 235" 30’ the varni- . -
e ation atletwandly. Y
B © - At this titne the Iongttude by the chronomc- .

iw P ters agrceably to the Nootka rate, was by Ken-
L dall’s,

Uy ’_e.w_r.:;.::-" G




1794] . ROUND THE WORLD, 101
dall’s, 235°27’; Arnold’s No. 14, 235" 22’; and
No. 176, 235°55’. -

As we drew in with the ﬂ'xores of. the northcm
part of the cape, having fince noon fteered S. E.
by compafs about three leagues,- we fuddenly
came into difcoloured water, with a very irre-
gular fea; but foundings could not be gained
with the hand line, nor at the rate we were then
going, could bottom have been reached at a
_greater depth’than from 7 to 10 fathoms.

As I intended before we proceeded. to Mon- ’

terrey to vifit the bay of Sir-Francis Drake, and
from thence in our boats to; acquire a~better
knowledge than we had hitherto gained of port
Bodega, our courfe after pafling this promontory
was directed along the coaft to the fouth-caft for
that purpofe.

In the evening about fun-fet a very ﬁngular
appearance was aobferved over the interior moun-
tains, immediately behind the high land of this
lofty proje&ing promontory. Animmenfe body
of very denfe clouds env elopcd_thc fummlts\_pf
thofe mountains, rifing in a confufed agitated
ftate like volumes of fteam from a boiling caul-
dron of great magnitude ; thefe expanded. to. the

northward, and obfcured all that part of the hori-

zon, whilft to the fouthward, it was pcrﬁ:_&ly
clear and unclouded,- From our own experience,
as ‘well as from the information we had ‘derived

Hs from -
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From the Spaniards; wehad long been led to con-

fider cape Mendocino as fituated -on the divi-
'ﬁonary line-betwaien the. ‘moderate and boifterous
dlirfates of thisxcoaft: * For this reafon, however -
unfeientific it ‘may -appear, we could not avoid
cntcrtammg anidea, that from the:immenfe ac- -
‘cummulation of exhalations, which the ftupendous
mountaify ‘in’’ this immediate neighbourhood
arreft, arofe: thofe violent fouth-eaft ftorms, with : k '

which,further to'the northward, wé fo frequent- .

ly contcnded and, by which, the coaft of New [
_ “Albion to the fouthward of this ftation, is cer-"
tainly but feldom, and néver in fo -violent a de-

-giee affe@ted: . This extraordinary appearance in»

- clined us to-believe that fome turbulent weather |
“was not far remote, but from what quarter we
could not guefs, as the fteady favorable north-

_‘'weft'gale, and the appearance of clearand fettled
Weather, in-the direction we were ﬁ:eenng, did
—--ot gwe us reafon to appreheénd any inconve-
nience from the wind fhifting tothe fouth-eaft-
‘ward ; and its blowing from the oppofite point
Had -al'ways ‘been confidered as the harbinger of
‘moderate: and -pleafant weather. This general

* ‘rule was- on-Tuefday morning the 4th partly
“confirmed, and partly contradicted, as the vapours . . *
we- ‘had obferved collecting: ‘on the preceding

-evening, were now found to have been deftined
"'to difeharge their fury from a quarter we had
- leaft

A’.;}\
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leaft expe@ed. During the night we had madé
fuch progrefs along the coaft, that by fout'in the'
morning it became neceffary to haul to the wind,’
in - order that we might not overfhoot Gur-in-
tended-port before day-light. * At this time the
“wind at N.N.W.. attended with: a moft tre-
- mendous fea from “the fame quarter, had in-
creafed to fuch a-degree of violence;"as allowed
us to haul off the fhore under .our foréfail and
ftorm ftayfails only ; but the forefail, though'a
very good. one, not being able to refift thé vio~'
lence of the ftorm, was about fun-rife on Wed-
nefday the 5th, blown nearly to pieces ;this was
immediately replaced with thebeft we had, the
topgallant-mafts were ftruck, and'the thip made
as fnug as poffible ; bat unable to feud ‘with
fafety before the ftorm, we lay ito; ‘with the
thip’s head to the weftward, under the ftorm
ftayfails, it being impofiible to thow more can-
vafs; and of courfe too hazardous to fteer for that
part of the coaft I:withed to make, or to attempt
~running -under ~.our: bare poles .into’ a ‘port, of
which we had fo kittle knowledge as-that of the
~bay of Sir Francis:Drakey_to keep the fw, was
thcrcfore our only prudent alternative;.- :

- During this fborm I felt 4 high degrec of fatis-
fa&ip'xi,i “that -we shad not made-a more fpeedy
 paffage from Nootka:to. Moriterrey, as'fromthe
' duc&wn in which it-had :blowh,:I: <:onditiexv:d1
H4 [ that
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that bad we been arrived in that port, we thould
have been expofed to the whole of . its fury, and
the violence of the fea that had attended it. . As
Monterrey was now lying S. 50 E. of us, I could
not fippofe from the diftance of that port, that
the gale had not reached {o far, for excepting the
ftorms we experienced at and off New Zealand,
this was certsinly the moft violent of any we had
met with during this voyage ; the fhip howavcr

was by no means fo upcamfortable as we bad -
found her on many other occafiens. The waves;
although extremely high; were long and regular,
the {ky was hard and elear, #nd intirely free from
clouds. -~ About the-horizop and a few degrees
above it, was feen a bright glaring baze ; and as
this at intervals became more perceptible, the
violence of the wind was. conﬁ:antly obfcfvcd to
be increafed, Lo .

In this fituation we rcmaxned untlk the ﬁ:orm
modqz'ated,, though' it ftill blew extremely -hard :
we now wore and ftoed for-the land under the
forefail and florm flayfeils, in the hope, that by

* the time we fhould arrive siear the fhore, now at -
" the difiance of 45 leagues; the violence of the
florm would in & great meafure have abated.- It
was nat howeéver before ten:at night that it bad
fﬁﬁicicnﬂy#modenatcgf ta alkoiv of our fetting the
clafe-recfed topfails ; at midnight we had the
toygallant fails. fet -for about .an. hour, hut the
wmd
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wind foon again’increafed, and feeing the land
atno great diftance about two o'clock in the
moming of Tuefday the 6th, we hauled off thore,

and plied under an eafy fail to wait the return -

of day, when finding ourfelves about_ three or
four leagues from point Anno Nuevo, point Pinos
in fight bearing by compafs S. E. { E. and hav-
ing a moderate-breeze with fine pleafant weather,

we fteered.-for Monterrey, where about two in

the afternoon we anchored, and moored nearly
in our former fituation. - .

Here we found the Chatham, fhe having ar-
rived in the evening of the 2d. By Mr. Puget
I was informed, . that whilft we were becalmed
and ftationary off Nootka, the Chatham on the

_evening of the 17th of O&obér was favored with
a light breeze from the eaftward, which gra-
dually jncreafed ; with this Mr. Puget fteered to
the fouth-eaft, concludmg we were doing the
fame, .and he ‘was not undeceived until noon of

the 18th, when the fog with them had fuffi-

ciently-difperfed, to thew that the Difcovery was
not within their vifible horizon. Mr. Puget was
equally at a lofs with ourfelves, to account for
the feparation that had then taken place ; but as
‘he:confidered that we had preceded the Chat-
ham; .and fhe haung at that time a pleafant
breeze from_the eaftward; he thought it moft
advxfcable to make the beft of his way -tq the

. . fouthward,
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106 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [wov*

fouthward, and on the 19th ‘in the morning
whilft he continued to be within fight of Nootka,
the Chatham had increafed her diftance near 40’
leagues from the fthore. This circumftance, in
confequence of the fucceeding -winds, “afforded
the Chatham a fuperior advantage in getting to
the fouthward, and which in all probability was
confiderably augmented, by her having ftood -
further from the coaft to. the “fouth~weftward;

“than we had done'during the.prevalence of the

fouth-eafterly winds. On reference to the jour-
nals it appeared Mr." Puget had been enabled fo
to do, by the wind having been much further to
the fouthward with the Chatham than with the
Difcovery; by which means" on" the :wind’s

- dhifting to-the S. W. as i mioft frequently the

cafe after the fouth-cafterly gales,” our confort

. qnade much. better flants along ‘the coaft to the
_ Jouthward, than we were able to-do, becaufe-we

“were fo much-nearer to it.-  The Chathiam had

" to eontend ‘with nearly the like boifterous iwea-

-thier we had experienced until the had pafled cape
“Mendocine on the 3oth of the preceding morith;
~when, at the diftance -of ‘40/l¢agues - from the
-cape- the weather was pleafant, with wefterly and
-porth-weft winds, . The greateft diftance fhie had

"oﬂ this paffage been from the -€oaft, “was ftated

“by Mr. Puget at- 93 -leagues' from cape Difap-
-‘-‘pemtmcnt and ffom« thence, fouthward to cape
' ' Mcndocmo
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‘Mendocino from 60 to 70 ledgues; the greateft F
diftance ‘we had been from the 'coaft did not "
exceed 78 leagues off Deftruction ifland, but to
the fouthward-of cape Lookout we were. not
more than from 16 to 40 leagues from the land.
- .The north-weft ftorm  we had fo lately con-
tended with, and to which 1 had confidered this -
anchorage as dangeroufly éxpofed, Mr.  Puget -
informed me had been here felt, -at the fame ‘
time; but that the gale had been  principally
from the weftward ; and although it certainly
blew ftrong, yet it neither prevented ‘the -ufual
communication with the thore, nor would have
caufed any apprehen’ﬁbnffof the fecurity of vef-
" fels riding in the bay,:if tolerably  well provided
with anchors and cables. Indeed the Chatham
rode it out, with cables that had been long in
ufe, and were in.the laft ftage of being. fervice-
able. This was by no means an unpleafant fact
to afcertain, as it tended to prove, that although
the weather may be extremely boifterous out.at
fea, and in the .offing, yet this bay maybe ap>
proached with the greateft facility, and will
afford extremely good thelter againt thofe winds,
to which, apparently, it is moft expofed. . . -
Our profeffional inquiries being mutually fatiss
fied, I had the pleafure to-underftand from Mr.
Puget, that he had met the moft cordial recep-
7" tion from our former friend" Sen’ Arguello, the
. lieutenant
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licutenant of the Prefidio, who then, as on our
firft vifit to this. placc, in- the abfence of the
governor of the province, officiated in that capa-
city.  From this gentleman we were likely to
‘meet very different tieatment to that.which we
had received. from Sea"Arrillago, ‘whofe reftric-
tive arrangements on our laft vifit to Monterrey,
had obliged us.to feck that hofpitality and pro-
tection from the untutored inhabitants of the
Sandwich iflands, which we defpaired of obtain-
ing in any of the ports under his jurifdiion.
Sen® Arrillago having been ordered to fome in- -
ferior eftablithment, had refigned his authority at
this place, and had departed about two menths
? C . previoufly to our arrival, and a licutenant in the
"§ Spanith army, Don Diego de Borica, had been
- ‘ appointcd fome time fince, to the government of
S ~ this province, and was now daily expeéted at
g ’ " Monterrey. . L
As foon as the ﬂnp was fecured, anoﬁccrwas
fent to the Prefidio with the ufual ceremonious
compliments, and with an apology for our not -
“having faluted. On landing. I was. received by
Sen’ Arguello, to whofe: kind ‘and benevolent
- offices we had before been greatly indebted, with
miarks of the greateft friendfhip and rcfpc& He
exprefled the fatisfaction he fhould receive by
having' itnow in-his power to fupply us with
the various neceflary refrefhments the® country
| aﬁordcd
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‘afforded ; and being without the leaft rcﬁraunt,

he fhould endeavour to adminifter to our amufe-
ment and recreation. Whatever means he pof-

fefled that were likely in any way to coatribute -

to the happinefs or comfort of the prcfcnt time,
or to our future welfare, he was now impower-
ed, by the orders that had been- tranfmitted to
this government from the viceroy of New Spain,
feduloufly to afford, and prompted by the interefk

he felt in our accommodation, he fhould with
~ great pleafure carry thofe orders into effe@. -

The. people who, on our firft vifit to-this
- Prefidio, - had deferted from the Dzdalus and
Chatham, we found here, with dire@ions for
their being delivered up to me; ‘but as the gover-
nor of the province was o foon.expeted, I de-
fcxrcg‘hkmg any fteps in this bufinefs until he
fhould arrive ; nor did 1 erect our tents or obfer-
vatory on fhore for the fame reafon, as I con-
fidered it would be more refpe@ful to fubmit
thefe matters to the approbation of Governor

Borica himfelf than to Sen* Arguello, from whom _

I only folicited permiffion to recruit our wood

and water, and to obtain fome ncccﬁ'ary re-

frethments.
On Friday morning thc 7th I received from
Sen* Arguello the only letter that had arrived at

this place for me ; this letter was from the Conde..

| 'Rcwlla Gigedo, the late viceroy of New Spam.
in
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110 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [wow.
in reply to oneI had written to his excellency
on the 22d of May, 1793. In the moft polite.
and friendly terms the count informed me of Mr.
y Broughton’s fafe arrival at Madrid, and.exprefled
_the higheft approbation of the conduét of Sen®
1, - Fidalgo, whofe fervices I had reprefented to him
I ~ we had been greatly indebted to, on heaving the
Chatham down at Nootka. Thofe very oblig-
ing offers he had before made, in withing to con-
tribute to our health and welfare, by whatever
means of affiftance this country. could. beftow,
: : were in this letter repeated.: It was dated on
il the 20th'of O&ober, 1 703, about the time when
we firft felt the influence of Sen' Arrillago’s dif
i ' inclination towards our little fquadron. - It was
,i addrefled to me at Monterrey, with direions
“ : there to remain for my reception, until it'thould
be underftood I had taken my leave of:thefe re-
gions, and in the event of my fo doing, without
repairing to this place again, the letter was then
i to be tranfmitted to mein England. From thefe
_ circumftances it would appear, that the corre-
fpondence I had been thus honored with, was not
intirely of that comphmcntary nature that Sen*
Arrillago had thought proper to conﬁdcr it; and
that the viceroy did expec? that I fhould make,

I at leafl, a_fecond vifit-to Monterrey, was evidently
4 prov'ed by the deferters having been fent hither;

° mﬁ:cad of bemg forwardcd to Nootka, as he had-
' - formerly
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.forme'rly.f.iliten_’d.cdw to do, but which determina- k
tion,. Ser*:Arguello: informred me; he' had been £
" induced to- alter, under the" perfuafion of this k!
being the moftlikely place of our meeting with :
.- Not having received official intelligence at this :

port from England; and theré being here no dif-
fiatch&:vvaitihg the arrival of Sen® Alava, through
which channel I might poffibly have obtained
fome" fort of information, “by which .my future
proceedings might, in fome degree, have been
regulated, I could not help feeling very great dif~ i

appointment, anxiety, and concern. I was not,.
however, totally-deftitute of hope, that fome let-
ters might have arrived at St. Diego. To afcer- (’
tamn this fa&, notwithftanding that it was from
hence to St. Diego more than four hundred Eng- {
lith miles, Sen’ Arguello very obligingly ordered . ,,!f
an extraordinary courier to be ready the next day, e
whofe return from St. Diego might be expeéted : fb ; !
in' ten or twelve' days, and before the expiration 3
of that time, I had no'idea of quitting. this fta- \i
tion. Under. the circumftances of the mortify-

ing difappointment I now felt, I was unable to
form any plan for our future operations, except- =
ing that which I had before meditated, of re- ‘ a8
maining here a fufficient time ‘to recruit the

health and ftrength of our little community. For, - ;%
notwithiftanding that we were not materially afs -
—_— L - feded ok
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fected with indifpofition, yet the health of moft
of us demanded care and attention. The fatigu~
ing fervice in which we had now been fo long
employed, and the very few freth meals we had
been enabled to obtain fince the middle of  the
preceding month -of March, muft . be fufficient

'to convince the judgment, without the: appear-

ance of a&ual difeafe, that three weeks or a month
would be well dedicated in availing ourfelves of
the refrethmenits and recreation, in which we had
now fo favourable an opportunity to mndulge.

. Frefh beef, which was extremely .gdéod, was
daily and unlimitedly ferved to the crew of each
veflel ; but vegetables were a fcarce commodity, |
owing to the drynefs of the feafon, which gave
the country an appearance of being parched up ;

"and the few articles which had been produccd'
~ on the fmall portion of land allotted heré to the

purpofe of garden ground werenearly cxhauﬁed
We, however, were not apprehenfive of wa.ntxng
fufficient variety to cover our tables, as in the
immediate neighbourhood of the bay there were
an immenfe number of wild geefe, ducks, plovers;
curlews, and other wild fowl; to which, by
little cxéurﬁons into the country, our fportfmen
added an abundance of very fine quails and fome
hares, which afforded us excellent repafts in ad= -
dition to their amufement. It was fomething
ﬁngul.ax that none of thefe. fpecxcs of wild fowl,

had
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had been found in any- degree fo numerous on
either of our former vifits to Montertey. '

The weather was fair and pleafant, with a mo-
derate breeze from the fea; which in the evening
brought in the Princiffa. “We had confidered
this veffel to have been to the northward of cape
Mendocino, whilft we eontended with the north-
weft ftorm to the fouth of it; and an 1dea had
arifen; from the appearance of the evemng that
preceded the: gale, thit the Princiffa muft, in
that fituation, have experienced much blowing
weather from the fouth-eaftward; but on in=
quiry this was not found to be altogether the
cafe; the was, however; to the north of the pro-

' “montory in queftion at that time, and her pro-
" grefs, like ours, had been greatly retarded by

contrary winds ; but on the 1t of November, in
the latitude of 45° 30’; the having generally kept
about 30 leagues from the coaft; thefe adverfe
winds were fucceeded by a pleafant gale from the
north weft, which continued during-the remain=
der of the paffage. |

This fa&, though not proving cape Mendocino '
to be {o fingularly fituated as we had fuppofed it

to be, with refpe@ to moderate or boifterous

‘weather; yet ferves to fhew that it has an influ-

ence on the winds that prevail during the winter
feafon, as the fouth-eafterly ftorms are fcarcely
ever known to the fouthward of capc Mendo-
~ Vor. VI. I : cino;
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cino; where, whilfkthe north-weft gale reduced
us to our ftorm ftayfhils for twenty-four hours,
the Princifla to the north of it, felt nothing of
its fury; but, on jthe contrary, had only a mo-
derate north-weft Yals, to which the whole of
her canvafs was fpread: '

We had the pleafure to meet our friends in the
Princifla very well, though®much difappointed,

like ourfelves, in not receiving any ofﬁcial com- .
munications from Mexico; but as thc courier.

was in readinefs to depart the next morning, Sen
Alava embraced this -opportunity to make the
neceffary inquiries at St. Diego.

In the night the wind blew firong from the
northward ; and on the return of the day 1t con-
fiderably increafed from the north-weft. Not-
withftanding the veflels rode without the leaft
inconvenience or apparent danger, yet, as our
cables had been a long time on board, and had
endured\great trials, the topgallant mafts were
got down, the yards and top-mafts ftruck, and
the veflels made perfetly fnug; by noon, how-
ever, the wind moderated, and we had a return
of fair and plcafant weather; all bands were now
employed in different fervices, amongﬁ: which,

recruiting our ftock of fuel and water, was no "
inconfiderable labour ; no difficulty was experi-

enced in procuring the former, but the dryncfs
of the feafon had rendered the latter very fcarce.
- : The
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The wells that we had dug, on our firft vifit to

‘Monterrey, though not perfedly dry, afforded too

fmall a quantity to anfwer our demind, and we
had no means of obtainirig a fufficiency of water
nearer than up a valley about half a mile to the
eaftward of the Prefidio, and full that diftance
from the fea-fide, ‘where a ﬂugg1ﬁ1 ftream oofed
through the bed of a water-courfe, compofed of

a loofe fandy foil; and here, by finking feveral
- cafks, temporary wells were formed; which af-

forded only & fcanty fupply, though the water
was extremely good. This mode of procuring

_.it was very tedious, and the diftance which the .

cafks, when filled, had to be rolled, through a

* loofe fandy gully, to the boats, was very great,

and proved to be a very laborious tatk, yet the
water was infinitely preferable toany that could
have been colle&ed from the ftagnated brackith
pools, in the’ wcxmty of the Prcﬁdlo

On Sunday part of the fhip’s company were
indulged with a run on fhore, and the day fol-
lowing, Monday the 10th, we were bufily em-
ployed in facilitating, as much as poffible, the pro-
curing of our water, by the beft arrangement in
our power, notwithftanding which we could not
prevent its being a very laborious bufinefs.

The weather continued to be remarkably
pleafant, and on Tuefday evening, the 11th,
Sen® Don Dicgo Borica arrived at the Prefidio,

12 where

ERNTEIs AT (412

T NI TIN S )



T e et OB s L R T N P o e S s st
-

16 A YOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [wov.
where, the next morning, acgémpanied by Mr.
Puget and moft of the officers of both veflels, 1
waited upon him, to-congratulate him on his fafe
arrival, and to acquaint him with my reafons for
vifiting the countries under his jurifdi¢tionr; thefe
attentions, I had the pleafure to find were per-
fectly fatisfactory, and were received in a manner
that was highly compatible with the refpective
{tations that each of us had the honour to fill.
The indulgence I had folicited, and” which
had been granted by Sent Arguello, was now very
politely extended by the governor, with further
permiffion to cre@ our tents and obfervatory on
thore, under the dire&ion of our officers, and pro-
teGion of our own guard, to which he very
obligingly added the aflurance of doing every
thing in his power that could in any way con-
tribute to make our ftay as pleafant and agree-

able as their limited fociety and the lonelinefs of

the country would afford.

After this introdu&ory difcourfe, we under-
ftood from Sen® Borica, that accompanied by his
wife and daughter, a _‘youncf lady about eleven
years of age, and a fuitable number of attend-
ants, he hdd come from Mexico to this place on
horfeback ; as no other modc of conveyance was
to-be procured. = They were provided with a

3

~fmall camp equipage, which was occafionally.
pxtched cither as a retreat from the heat of the

fun,
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fun, or for reft during the night. Upwards of

eight months had been employed in performing

~ this journey, through a country very thinly in-
* habited, and which afforded but little comfort-
able accommodation for travellers.

In the evening an exprefs arrived from Mexi-
co, which brought difpatches from the viceroy
of New Spain to the goverflor, together with the

long expeced inftrutions to Sen* Alava, refpe@- -

ing the ceflion of Nootka to the créwn of Great
Britain, but nothing addreffed to me accompa-
nied thefe credentials; and, from a converfation
with Sent Borica, I was not flattered with the
leaft probability of receiving any intelligence
from St. Diego, becaufe it was not. likely, had
any difpatches for me arrived there, that he
fhould have remained ignorant of the circum-
ftance ; and as the deftination of Sen® Alava was
well known to the officers commanding the
fouthern pofts of this province, letters for either
of us would moft likely, immediately on their
arrival, have been tranfmitted hither,

The embarrafiment I had been long under was
pow very materially increafed, and I was greatly
at a lofs as to what meafures were beft to be pur-
fued. From this dilemma, however, I was very
unexpectedly relieved the next day, Wednefday
the 12th, by Sen* Alava very obligingly confid-
ing to me that part of his inftru&ions which

‘ 13 " fated,
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ﬁatcd that no further altercation would take
"place with refpe@ to the precife meaning of the
firft article of the convention of the 2oth of Oc-
tober, 1790, as the documents tranfmitted - by
the late Sen' Quadra and myfel—f, had enabled
our refpetive courts to adjuft that matterin an
amicable way, and nearly on the terms which I _
had fo repeatedly offered to Sen* Quadra in Sep-
tember 1792. In addition to which the Spanith
minifter’s letter fet forth, that this bufinefs was
not to be carried into execution by me, as a
freth commiffion had been iflued for this pur—>
pofe by the Court of London:* | The fame was
announced to governor Borica by the new viceroy
of Mexico, the Marquis de Branc1forte, with in-
ftru@ions to receive the perfon. a&mv under this
_ commiffion into their Prefidios.

Having maturely confidered the feveral parts
of this infelliccncc, I concluded that from -the
length of our voyage, and the various accidents
to which the fervice in which we were employed

~ would neceffarily render us liable, Government
did not expeét we fhould remain longer in thefe
-{eas, than the fui'vey‘ of the American coaft

“might require; and in truth we were not now
in a fit condition to protra& our ﬁay in thefe
reglons. ’ ' ‘

. . * Tlus howevcr was not the fa&, as the freth mﬁru&xons were
addreffed in the firft inftance to me,

The
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The very exhaufted ftate.of our fores and

provifions not only demanded fuch fupplies as
were not eafily within our reach, but as the Dif-
cevery had been frcqucritly aground, it was highly
probable that her bottom might ftand in need of
fome™ wery material repair, of which we had re-

. mained’ intirely ignorant, not having been fo
fortunate as to_meet with a proper fituation for
the purpofe of her undergoifig this neceifary ex-
amination.:

One of the great ob_;c&s of our voyage, the
furvey of the coaft of North Weft America, be-
ing now accomplithed, and relying on the au-
thenticity of the intelligence I had derived from
Sen® Alava, I did not long hefitate, but deter-
mined on making the beft of my way towards
England, by the way of cape Horn, agreeably to
my ~inftruéions ; and as I had no intention of
vifiting any part of the American coaft_ to_the
northward of the +4th degree of fouth latitude,
I purpofed that our courfe from hence thould be
directed towards that latitude without ﬁoppmg,

- unlefs we thould be fo fortunate as to fall in
“with the Gallapagos iflands, whofe undefined
fituation I mruch withed corre&ly to afcertain ;
-and of courfe it would neceffarily be fome time
before we reached our next refting place. On
this account it became highly expedient that we
fhould fail from hence with as great a quantity

| . or
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of water as ' we might be enabled to procure, for
the reception of which the coopers were directed
to repair, and put into order every catk on board
capable of holding water ; in. many cafes this
~was attended with great trouble, from the length
of time they had been in ufe, and the hard fer-
vice that many of them had endured.

Although the very great diftance, and the bad-
nefs of the road we had to pafs in getting the
water down to the fea-fide, made the obtaining
of this indifpenfable article a very tedious and
fatiguing bufinefs, yet as we were in the mean
time beneﬁtting from the air, the exercife of the -
fhore, and the excellent refrefhments of the coun-
Ctry, I could not confider our detention here as a

lofs of time, becaufe.I was affured that it would

be attended with the ineftimable advantage of
fecuring to us-all, that ftate of health which the
remainder of our voyage we had yet to perform
homewards, would neceffarily require. ‘
Some doubts having arifen in my. mind, as to
the'fafe atrival in England of the copies (which
I had forwarded thither) of our furvey of the
American coaft to the northward, from Fitz-
‘hugh’s found to cape Decifion, and fouthward
from this port to the 30th degree of north lati-
tude, I deemeq it expedient that a duplicate of
the former papers, together with a copy of our
" furvey during the preceding fummer, as alfo that

of
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of the Sandwich iflands, thould from hence be

“tranfmitted to the Admiralty ; that in the cvent

of any mifchance having befallen the others, or
any unfortynate accident happening hereafter to
us, our labours migﬁt not be intirely loft to our
country. The like information, in conformity

rto my original promife to my much lamented

friend. the late Sen'Quadra, bad been foliéitcd
3"_by Senr Alava, for the ufe and information of

thc Spanifh court, and W1th which of courfe I
comphcd The preparatxon of thefe docunients

‘would neceffarily occupy fome time, but I had

little doubt of their being . finifned by the time

we fhould in other refpets be ready to depart.
The deferters from the Chatham and Dzda-

lus had, at my requeft, been delivered up to me,

at leaft fuch of them as were the fubje@s of -

Great Britain, An account of expences, amount-
ing to three hundred and twenty-five dollars and
an half, was exhibited againft them; but as [
did not confider myfelf authorized to difcharge
this debt, (though of its having been incurred

~ by the deferters. I could entertain no doubt) of

which I acquainted Governor.Borica, by letter,

on Sunday morning the 16th, and at the fame
time added, that I thould reprefent the bufinefs.

fully to the Board of Admiralty, and that I had
no doubt tHat the firicteft juftice would be done.
With this the gov ernor fecmed to be complctely

fatisfied,
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fatisfied, and in his letter to this effe&, after ex-
prefling the greateft approbation, he, in virtue of
the hagmony and good underftanding that con-
tinued to exift between. us, folicited my good of-
fices in behalf of the deferters before mentioned.
The weather, fince the 8th, had been delight-
fully pleafant; in the day time the wind blew a
gentle gale from the fea, and during the night a
calm, or gentle breeze,, prevailed from the land,
{o that the precaution we had taken of ﬁriking.
our yards and topmafts, fince the moment of
our having done fo, ceafed to be neceffary. This
agreeable weather caufed the water in the bay to
be fo very tranquil, that landing was eafily effected .
on any of its fhores, and rendered our intercourfe
with the country extremely pleafant.
- The fame caufe operated to invite the excur-
fions of feveral p‘arti_es‘ into the country on foot
and on horfeback. - Thefe were rendered further

A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [~ov.

~agreeable and pleafant, by the friendly and at-
~ tentive behaviour of our Spanifh friends, of which

I.was feldom able to avail myfelf, not only from
‘the various matters of bufinefs in which I was
deeply engaged, but from the very debilitated
ftate of my health, under-which I had feverely
taboured during the eight preceding months; I
i.va‘s,hoWg:w er, on Wednefday the 1gth able to
join in a party to the valley through which the

Monterrey river fows, and was -there gratlﬁed
with
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with the fight of the moft extraordinary moun-- -
tain I had e}?r beheld. On one fide it prefented
the appearahce of a fumptuous edifice failen into
decay ; -the columns which looked as if they had \/
been raifed with much labour and induftry, were |
of  great magnitude, feemed to be of an elegant
form, and to be compofed of the fame cream-
coloured ftone, of which I have before made
mention. Between thefe magnificent columns
were deep €xcavations, rcfembling ditferent paf-
fages into the interior parts of the fuppofed build-
- . ing, whofe roof being the fummit of the moun-
tain appeared to be wholly fupported by thefe -
columns rifing perpendicularly with the” moft
minute mathematical exactnefs. The whole had
a moft beautiful appearance of human ingenuity
and labour ; but fince itis not poflible, from the
rude and very humble race of beings that arc
found to be the native inhabitants of this coun-
try, to fuppofe they could have been capable of
raifing fuch a ftru&ure, its being the produ&ion
- of nature, cannot be queftioned, and it may ot
be prepofterous to infer, that it has been from
fimilar phznomena that man has received-phat .
architectural knowledge, by which he has been o
enabled to raife thofe maffy fabricks, which have
ftood for ages in all civilized countries.
In this excurfion I had an opportunity of fee- ¥
ing what before I had been frequently given to -
: underftand ;
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underftand ; that the foil improved in richnefs
and fertility, as we advanced from the ocean into
the interior country.

The fituation we had now reached was an ex-,
tenfive valley between two .ranges of lofty moun-
tains, whofe more elevated parts wore a fterilgnd
dreary afpect, whilft the fides and the interven-
ing bofom feemed to be compofed of a luxuriant
foil. On the former fome pine trees were pro-
duced of different forts, though of no great fize,

~and the latter generally {peaking was a natural
pafture, but the long continuance of the dry wea--

ther had robbed it of its verdure, and had ren-
dered it not very interefting to the eye ; yet the
healthy growth of the oak, both of the Englith
and holly-leaved kind, the maple, poplar, willow,

"and ftone pine, diftributed over its. furface as

well in clumps as in fingle trees, with a number
of different fhrubs, plainly thewed the fuperior
excellence of the foil and fubftratum in thefe
fituations, to that which was found bordering on
the fea fhore.

The fame uninterrupted ferenity of the wea-

_ ther continued, and on Friday evening the cou-

rier from St. Diego returned, but he brought no
kind of intelligence whatever; and the 24th
being the day fixed for the return of the exprefs
to " Mexico, I embraced that opportunity for

tranfmitting to the Admiralty a bricf account of
our

o R R it - o -




1704.] 'ROUND THE WORLD. 125

our tranfa@ions during the preceding fummer,
and a copy of our furveys made in that and the
former - year, which had been prepared for that
purpofe. Thefe documents, agreeably to the
advice of the governor and our other Spanifh
friends, I took the liberty of addreffing to the

- marquis of Branciforte, viceroy of New Spain,

and requefted that he would do me the favor of

forwarding them to England by the moft early

and fafe conveyance.

- All expectation of Mr. Broughton’s return and |

of his refuming the command of the Chatham
being now at an end, I appointed Lieutenant
Puget to that oﬂice, Mr. Baker, and Mr Swame
I removed to be the firft and fecond lituten

of the Difcovery ; Mr. Thomas Manby I dp-

pointed to the vacant licutenantcy, and Mr. H.
Humpbhreys, to be the maﬁ:er\of the Chatham in
his room.

Our bufinefs with the thore now began to draw
nigh to a conclufion ; the yards, topmafts, and
topgallant-mafts were got up, and the rigging put

into condition for fea fervice, but a fuffictent

ftock of water was however not yet obtained;
whilft this was completing, I difpatched Lieu-
tenant Swaine on Thurfday morning the 27th

- with three boats over to the miffion of S*# Cruz,

in order to procure a fupply of garden ftuff, as
the continuation of the dry weather, here, had
made
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made every fpecies of efculent vegetables ex-

 tremely fcarce. Mr. Swaine returned on Satur-

day evening the 2gth, having been tolerably
fuccefsful, fo that with our live ftock and the
other refrefhments that Monterrey had afforded,
we were likely to take our leave of it, with as
good a ftore for the prefervation of health, and to
be as well provided for the long and diftant paf-
fage we had to perform, as from any port in the
known world. The two following days were

~ employed in recciving on board the tents, obfer-

vatory, inftruments, and all other matters from
the fhore, and in gcttmfr the ﬁnp in readmefs to
proceed.

-The variety of objedls that had occup1ed my
time whilft at Monterrey, had, as at Nootka, pre-
cluded my attending to little more of our aftro-
nomical buﬁne{s, than that of afcertaining the

rate and error of the chronometers, according to
the meridian of thefe places as fixed by our for-
mer obfcrvations : yet I had confidered thefe.to
be of fufficient authority to anfwer all the pur-
pofes of corre&ing our furvey of the coaft in the

- refpective vicinity of thofe ftations. By com-

parative obfervations made by Mr. Whidbey
with Mr. Ramfden’s circular inftrument, and

" thofe made with the artificial horizon by myfelf, .

I was in hopes of adducing further reafons in fup-

port of the means I had adopted for fixing of the

longitude,
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longitude, and for correcting our general furvey
of this coaft during the preceding fummer, be-
tween Trinity iflands and cape Decifion ; and I
had the fatisfaion to find the fame correfpond-
ing accuracy at Monterrey as had appeared at
Nootka. ‘ '

On the 13th of November in the bay of Mon-
terrcy the chronometers fthewed the fo]lowiﬁ_g

longitudes:

Arnold’s No. 14, - - 238° o - 507
Ditto, 176, - - 238 33 .5
Kendall’s - - - 237 59 15

The true longitude being 238°
25’ 45" Arnold’s No. 14 ap-
peared to be 24’ 55", Kendall’s,
26’ 30" to the weftward, and
~ Arnold’s No. 176, 7/ 20" to the
caftward of the true longitude.
And by altitudes takeyy on fhore
with the artificial horie% on the
28th of November, Arnold’s No.
14 was found to be faft of mean
time at Greenwich, at noon on

that day, - - - 5h 197 237 o'
And to be gaining on mean
time per day at the rate of - 24 1
- Arnold’s No. 176 was faft of
mean time at Greenwich, - 11:28 21 30
And gaining on mean time per ,
- day at the rate of - - 30 25
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Kendall's faft of mean time at
Greenwich, - - gh 58 23"
~ And gaining on mean timé per -
day at the rate of - - 30 53
By equal altitudes taken on ‘
~ fhore with the circular inftru- T,
7-/1 ment between the 13th and 29th .
of November, the following are :
the rates at which the chrono- g
meters were found to be gaining

per day ; (viz.)
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Arnold’s No. 14, - - 25 55
Ditto 176, - - 50 19
Kendall’s, - - - 30 52

The very inconfiderable difference between the:
rates thus found, and thefe afcertained by the
artificial horizon, muft be reccived as a proof of
the correénefs of that method, which fhould be

- reforted to, whenever better authority cannot be
had. ' C

The above true longitude, latitude, variation;
and inclination of the marine dipping needle;
were found to correfpond with our obfervations
made on our former vifit_to this place in De~
cember, 1702. )
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CHAPTER IIL

LeaveMéhterrey—-Some Account of the three Marias
Iflands—Proceed to the Soutkward—dﬁmnomz-
cal tmd nautical Obfervatians.

‘HE method that had been purf"ued' to pre-
ferve as great a regularity as was poffible
in the rate of the chronometers, had fo far fuc-

ceeded with No. 14, that its rate as afcertained '

at Nootka and at Monterrey, differed only 54''/ ;
this made me very anxious to fall in with fome
place whofe longitude had been fettled by pro-
fefled aftronomers, by which means the accuracy
of our calculations would be confirmed, or the
crror they might have been liable to, would by
fuch comparifon become apparent; leaving it at
the difcretion of geographers, or of thofe who
might hereafter follow us, to adopt or reje fuch
%z)rrcéhon as their own judgment might diret.

r this purpofe, no fiation appeared to me to be
fo éhglble as cape St. Lucas, at the fouth extre-
;mty of the peninfula of Cahforma, (on a mode-
rate computation not more than eight or ten days
fail from Monterrey,) as at St. Jofeph’s, in the
immediate. ncxghbourhood of that promoantory,

Vor. VI K the
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the tranfit of Venus had been obferved, and other
aftronomical obfervations had been made by pro-
feffors in that fcience, whence its pofitive fitua-
tion had been correétly determined. But as our
obfervations during the preceding autumn for
fixing the longitude of the coaft of New Albion,.
fouthward from hence to the 30th degree of north
latitude, had been all reduced to port St. Diego
as a central-ftation, ahd the rate of the chrono-
meters for correting that furvc; had been there
afcertamed I deemed it cxpedlent‘ to fteer firft
for the ifland of Guadaloupe, for the purpofe .of
exammmg whether the fituation we had before
afligned to that ifland from the refult of thofe
obfervations, would agree with the longxtude n

- which we hadnow placed Monterrey. .

With a freth breeze from' the N. E. attended
with fair and pleafant weather, on Tuefday the
2d of December we quitted Monterrey, and bad

_-adieu to governor Alava, and the reft of our Spa-

nith friends, from whofe great kindnefs and hof-
pitality we had not only derived much relaxation
and happinefs, but by their attention to our future
wants, we had every profpe& of a continuation
of that health, which now feemed to be eftab-

lithed, by thc refrefhments we had there pro—‘

cured.
From Monterrey bay our courfe was dire&ted
to the S. E but in the evening the- gale -died.

= .. away,
T, =, . \
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continuéd until near noon on Thurfday the 4th,
when it fixed in the weftern quarter, blowing a
ﬁleafant. gentle breeze. The obferved latitude
was 35° 2¢/, longitude 238° 16. The coaft of
New Albion was ftill in fight, bearing by com-
pafs from N. E. to N. W. by N. This was the

and N. N. W. gradually increafed to a pleafant
gale, which by the evening of Monday the 8th
brought us in fight of the ifland of Guadaloupe;
this we paffed in the night, and from the obfer-
vations. made on the preceding and following
day, which exactly agreed with the fhips run by
the log, I had the fatisfaction of finding its fitua-
tion exadtly to correfpond with that which we
had before affigned to it ; hence it is fair to pre-
fume, that the whole "of this coaft which has
fallen under our examination, has been laid

may be found to vary from other navigators or
obfervers.

Havmg afcertained this fa&, and being un-
wxllmg to lofe any opportunity by which the ad-
vancement of geography might in the flighteft
degree be furthered, I fteered aver to the coaft of
California, for the purpofe of fixing in our way
towards cape St. Lucas, the pofition of fome of
' K2 the
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away, and after about twelve hours calm, it was
fucceeded by light variable adverfe winds, which .

laft we faw of it; the wind between W. N. W,

down relatively corre@ly, however our longitude
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the moft pro_)e&mg points between that promon-
tory and the part where we had quitted its thores -
the foregoing autumn; but in fo deing I had no
intention of approaching fufficiently near to at-
tempt a minute delineation of the coaft. o
" At day-light in the morning of Tuefday the
oth we had fight of the ifland of Cerros, bearing
by compafs from E. N. E. to N. E. about ten
leagues diftant. This is reprefented in the Spa-
nifh charts to be about ten leagues long, and to be
lying before an extenfive bay, on the thores of the
- peninfula.  “The fouth-weftern point of this bay
is'a very projeing promontory named Morro
i Hermoflo : weft from thence is laid down a fmaller
51 A ‘ifland called Natividad. To thefe as the-day
K advanced - we- drew fomewhat nearer, but the
Jang was ftill too far off toadmit of our forming
any corre Judgment as to the productions of the
‘colintry, .or the ihape of its thores. Thofe of the
ifland of Cerros wore an uneven broken appear-
.ance, though on a nearer view they feemed to be
all conneted. The fouthern part, which is the
highcﬁ,(is occupied by the bafe of a very remark- ,
able and lofty peaked mountain, that defcends in -
a very pecuhar rugged manner, and by prejecting
into the fea, forms the fouth-weft end of the
ifland into a low craggy rocky point ; this as we
pafled at the diftance of five or fix leagues, feem-
-ed, like the ‘other part of the ifland, to be defti.
- tute
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tute of. trees, and nearly fo of all other vegetable .
producions. Natividad appeared to be morg; -
'«5modera.tely elevated, and at noon bore by compafs-

N. 70 E:; the fouth-caft point of :the ifland. of

Cerros, N. 46.E. ; the. peaked mountain, N. 37

E.; its fouth-weft point, N.-27 Es; its porth-
wefternmoft part in fight; N,-20 E.;-3nd ifle de
_ St. Benito, which is'a-fmall iffand, feemingly-
with fome rocks and.iflets about-it, N, 11 W..
diftant eight or nine leagues. In this f‘iguationi
the obferved latitude was 27° 514 longitude by
Arnold’s No. 14, 244° 38%/, by Kend'all’s"za‘z}.f'f
38% and by Arnold’s-No. 170, 244°'54 The
_ variation, by the furveying compﬂfs, Wwas at thls
_ time 8° eaftwardly. '

‘The weather continued to be fau‘ and pleafant, .
and, with a gentle. breeze from the north-wef},

we: procecdcd along the thore: ‘In the afternocn
we had fight of what we fuppcfed was -Morro
Hermofo, which at that diftance appeared to be

" infular, ‘and, 1hk¢ Natxvxdad, feemed ‘tabe: mos

derately clevated  Although . we ‘wene: too far
diftant to attcmpt an-gécurate:delinedtion of-ithefe
thores, yet we were €nabled pretty.clearly to afs
certaifv the pofition. of; their -moft - prominent
points,-and; from. the refult of our. calculations,
the ifland of Cerros apprared to form:an.its: wafl>
e fidesacideep : bay, betiyeen: its nontbwelt and
fauzh-\irc& -‘points; whickare: -ahout: B5e leagues

A Ks 7 apart,
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134 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY .. |DEC.
apart, in a dire@®ion N. 20 E.and'S. 20 W.; the
peaked mountain . being the part whofe fituation-
we were beft able to fix, is in latitude 28° 8/,
longitude 244° 58’. From ‘this mountain the
'ifland"St. Benito- lies N, 65 W. at’ the diftance

_of twenty miles,- and .the ifland of Natividad

S. 4 E.diftant fourteen: miles. The latter ap-
peared ‘to. be.about four miles long, .in‘a:S. E.
and N. W. direion, and, like the ifland of Cer-
ros, préfented a barren and dreary afpe@.’: - Be-.
hind'it was the point which we had. ‘taken for
Morro Hermofo, in latitude.27° 52/, longitude
245° 7/, "The chanriels réund thefe iflands, and
between them and the main land, are, in the

. Spanifh charts, reprefented as clear.and navigable;

we ‘were not, however, fufficiently nigh to thém

. to fatisfy-ourfelves in this particular. During the
night our “coutfe Was"dirc‘&éd more -foutherly, -
which, although’ it kept us - within fight ‘of . the -

land, get by the mornihgof Wednefday. the10th,

it had-increafed our diftance further:: from:: the
caaft-than-k had reafon tdm:xpeéi: ‘from the way
i which-it-has beenlaid down. . We. were now
at the diftanceof 12 to 14 leagues; and whether
the parts-in fight wer¢ or were mot immediately
on-thefea fhore, it-was not poffible for-us.to de-
terming, but-the thore-was fufficiently imarked to
admit of our- making: the ‘neceflary Gbéeritions,
‘as”we failed along n:, Adr- the object 1 had in

N , oo view,
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view. . The northernmoft point in fight at noon,
being the fame léhd that.had formed the northe
ern cxtrcmxty ever -fince . thc morning, bor¢ by
compafs N. 3 W. dlﬁant fevehteen leagues, a
particular high ‘part,appearing to form the north
point of a bay or opening on the coaft, N. 17 E,
at the fame diftance ; and what appeared to form
a very confpicuous point, from whence the.coaft
" feemed to take a very eaftwardly turn, N. 25 E.
diftant thirteen leagues. In this fituation the
obferved latitude was.26°48’, longitude 245°
26%; and, if the above eftimations be corre&,
the latter point will be-found to lic in latitude
27° 20/, longitude ;245> 49/. Several turtles
were feen at this. time on the furfacc of the fea,
one of which was taken by our fmall boat. . To-
wards fun-fet the: vxeather becamc cloudy, the
wmd vecred to thc fouthward and thrcatened us
fumcd its north-vééﬁ du‘eéhon, and the. Wcather
became fair and pleafant Not bcmg in fight of

the coaﬁ on Thurfday mornmg the 11th, I freer- .

ed more to ‘the eaftward, and by . day-hght on
Friday the 12th we were within - ﬁght of a»hlgh
}round mountain, which we fuppofcd was on the
‘mam land of thc pcmnfula, beanng by compaﬁ
N.E.;E.

' Thc Part of the ocean in Whlch Wc jlad now
N rrw;d aboundcd thh qutos, albxcoxcs, and
K4 various

-
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other fithes of the tropical regions; with a great

~ many turtles. Thefe feemed fo perfe@ly indif-
ferent to any interruption that we occafioned

them, either by paffing near to, or even over

. them, -that I was induced to-fend the fmall boat

2 % ‘
L p* ,
_.«v,t;,: ——g -

to take fome of them up, ‘and in about half an
hour fhe returned loaded with thirteen very fine
green ones,  each weighing from feventy to two
hundred pounds. They all proved to- be.ex-
tremely good eating.  Somé of them weré ftuck
with the turtle peg, but moft of them were taken
into. the boat unhurt. - The obferved latitude
at noon was 25° 11/, longitude 247° 484, and
the variation of the-compafs §° eaftwardly. Thc
abovc high round mountain at this time bofe
N 30 E. diffant 25 leagues, and land fuppofed

by us to be an’ ifland, S. 35 E.; to the caftward

of which our courft ‘was dire@ed until two in the
afternoon, when our conjectures ‘were-difcovered

‘to have been ‘il ‘founded ; for, inftead of this
land pfdvihg to be an iffand, it formed the weft
‘pomt’ of a’fpacious open “bay, the contiguous
:ﬂiorés to Wthh were very low, and bounded by
"brcaﬁers, whilft the more interior country “rofe
“ih_fitiall detached iuliocks, giving the wholefrom
“the ‘detk- the dppearatice of a group of Iﬂands but

from_ the maft- -head it ‘was feen to be all ‘con-

; pe&c& Yor - thch ‘tedfon we Jhaul?:':d our ‘wind,
' _d‘pai‘fcd“fo the weﬁward ‘of this ‘land, which,

in
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in’ every:point of view, even at a very little dif-
tance, feemed to be infular, owing to the lownefs
of the land to the ealtward of the elevated part
that forms the peint, and which, in a fouth-eaft
and north-weft dire&ion, appeared to occupy .an
extent of about five miles. It is higheft in the
centre, from whence its north-weftern extremity
fhoots out and defcends gradually to a low point
of land, with an even furface, but in every othet
part the acclivity was fteep and irregular; and
the furface; broken into deep chafnis, terminates
atthe’water-fide in abrupt rocky cliffs. On its
northern fide lies an iflet with fome rocks at a
little diftance from the fhore, on which there was
an appearance of fome verdure and fertility, but
‘where its furface was rocky and broken it had a
fteril and barren afpect. In the evening we paf-
fed within about five miles of this point, which
I fuppofed was the fouth point of the bay de Ia
-Magdalina, and which, according to our obferva-
tions, is fituated in latitude 24° 53/, longitude
247° 56 , from whence, in a fouth-caft dire&ion,
at the diftance of about three or four leagues, is
another elevated part of the coaft, which, like the
former, at a little diftince, has the appearance of
‘being infular.  As the coaft, for fome extent to
the fouth-caftward of this ftation, is in the Spanith
charts reprefented as low, and dangerous to ap-
proach, we firétched to the fouth-eaftward during
- } ' -the
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138 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [pEc.
the night, and on Saturday morning the 13th,
there being no land in fight, we ftood to the
eaftward, and foon regained a diftant view of the
coaft, which was high and mountainous. -
Being favored with a fine gale from the north-
weft, and delightfullj, pleafant weather, we made
great progrefs towairds the land, for which we
continued to fteer until nine in the; evening;
when, being in 80 fathems water, and conceiv-
ing the land to be not far off, we hauled to the
wind and plied under an eafy fail, with-found-
ings from 80 to 9o fathoms, until five pn,Sutgaay
morning the 14th, when we again ftood towards
~ the land, and to our great furprize, at day-light,
found it to be eight lcagues diftant, and bearing
by compafs from N. 54 E. t0 S. 68 E. - By ten
-~ in the forenoon we were within about three
* leagues of the fhore, at which time we bore
away, and fteered for cape St. Lucas. The parts
of the coaft to which ‘we werc now oppofite
were in a great meafure compofed of fteep white
rocky cliffs, from whence the country rofe with
a very broken and uneven furface to a ridge of
ftupendous mountains, which were vifible at a
'F " great diftance into the ocean. The fhores jut
put into fmall projeGing points that terminate
in abrupt cliffs, and having lefs elevated land
‘behind them, gave them -at firft the appearance
of being detached iflands along the coaft, but, on
a nearer
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a nearer approach, -this.did not feem™ to be the
cafe... The general face of the country : Wés not
very inviting, being deflitute of trees and othc;
vcgetable produéhons ' :

The obferyed ;latitude at noon was 25° 12/,
longltudc: 250°, and the variation of the compafs
7° eaftwardly. <At this time the northernmoft
part of the exterior coaft of California in fi ght
bore by compafs N. 15 E. the neareft fhore
N. 63 E. diftant three leagues, and a point to
the northward of, -and intcrceptin our view of
cape St. Lucas 8. 39 E. diftant fix leagues, be-
yond ‘which the cape foon appeared, and was
found to lie.from that point S. 47 E. diftant two
leagues, r'"I'n the afternoon we pafled this point,
or promontory, which gradually, though not
very regularly, defcends from the range of moun-
_tains befbtc mentioned, and terminates at its
fouth cxtrcrmty in a hummock of low, or very

moderately elevated land, that had the fame

rocky fteril .appearance as that we had been op~
pofite to in the morning,

- The weather had been very favorable to the
objc& I had had'in view in thus dire@ing our
courfe to thc fouthward, Accordmg to our ob-
fervations .cape St. Lucas is fituated in latitude
22° 52' longitude 250° 16’ 18", The ‘very

iharp turn which_the coaft takes from tiaat point

tawards the gulph of California, enabled us in a
very

2
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~ wery precife manner to afcertain the moft ;pro-
jecting part of the cape, which accordmg to'the
Spanifh charts, and the information 1 had ptro-
cured from the Spaniards themfelves, is fituated
under the fame meridian as, their eftablithment
of St. Jofeph, and which agreeably to the Spanifh
prxntcd chart compiled by Miguel Coftanfo in
1770, is flated to be in latitude 23° 3' 42', lon-
gitude 250° 17/ 30". On’the confifmation of
our calculations by thisauthority derived much
gratlﬁcatlon, as I had now great reafon to pre-
fume, that the pofition of the weftern- coaft of
America between cape St. Lucas-in'‘California,
and cape Douglas in Cook's inlet, ias heretofore
ftated by me, would be found tolerably corred.
The very trivial variation that had occarred in
the rate of Arnold’s No. 14 for the- -preceding
two or three months, induced me to place- my-
principal reliance upon it, and by which the lon-
gitude of cape St. Liucas differed from the above;
only 1 12". By Arnold’s No. 82 on-board the
Chatham, the longxtude of the cape was 250° 9
Armold’s' No. 170, gave 250° 37/ ; and Ken-
dall's, 250° 21/ 30". From thefe feveral refults
it fhould - feem, that Arnold’s No. 176 varied
moft from the truth; and as I have had 6ccafion
before to obferve, this deviation may. poffibly -
have arifen by the motxon 1t received - on’ its
oo PR e ) o Co e bc;ng
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’bemg taken on fhore, for the purpofc of dxfcover-

ing its raté of going. = -
- As the fituation of the Manas 1ﬂands lying be-~

tween cape St. Lucas and cape” Corientes before -

the port of St. Blas, had been varioufly defined
by different perfons, and as. thefe iflands were
nearly in our route, an opportunity was likely to
be afforded me for determining their pofition ;
and on confidering the length of the paflage we
had yet to perform, I was induced to hope we
migh‘t,‘ at thofe iflands be able to recruit our
ftock of water; for thefe reafons our courfe was

direéted towards the Manas, with a freth gale'

from the. northward, and delightful weather.
The fea ftill abounded with fith, and feveral
turtle were feen; but as our former fupply was
not yet exhaufted, and as-the gale was too
favorably tempting to admit of ‘a moment’s de-
lay, ‘they remained unmolefted. - .

s According to Dampier, the iflands for whnch

~we were then fteering are fituated E. S. E. at the

diftance of 40 leagues from cdpe_St. Lucas; ac-
cording to the Spanith chart 47 leagues;- and by

:the Spanith: MS. chart they are ftated to be 60
leagues’ from that promontory. This irfeconr -

cable différence rendered it no eafy tatk to de~ -

termine on which to rely ; the difference in the

-Spanith - charts rendered’ the accuracy of each
.cqua»lly qu&mbk and our own experience

had
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had proved both of them to be very ertoneous in
feveral inftances. Under this uncertainty, about
nine o’clock on Monday the 15th, at night, being
then 42 leagues from cape St. Lucas, and in the
dire@ion in which the Marias .were faid to lie,
we plied under an'eafy fail until the next morning,
"Tuefday the 16th, when we made all fail, fteering
to the E.S. E. which courfe, by nine in the
forenoon, brought us in fight of thofe iflands,
bearing by compafs E. £ N.; in this dire&ion we
inftantly fteered, but as we were not fufhciently
up with the land to gain anchordge before dark,
the night was -paffed in preferving our fituation
with-the land, and in the morfiing of Wednef-
~day the 17th, we fteered for the paflage between
the northernmoft and. the middle, .or Prince
chfgc’s ifland, fo diftinguithed by Dampier.
The moft northern and largeft ifland of this
group, is about thirteen miles long, in a S..E.
by E.-and. No'W. by W. dire&ion, which i
alfo nearly the line.ini which thefe iflands feem-
ed to lie trom-cacheother.  As we- paffed. along
the morthernmoft ifland it appearéd to: be but
moderately - elevated; . notwithftanding that we
‘had deferied it at thediftance of near 18 leagues;
its higheft part is towards the fouth; from whence
it gradually defcends and terminates in a long
Jow point at its north-weft: extremity, which
according to-our obfervations isfituated S. 68.E.
oL and
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and at the diftance of 64 leagues from cape St.
Lucas. * A low detached iflet, and a remarkably
fteep white cliffy rock, lie off this point of the
ifland, whofe fhores are alfo compofed, but par-

“rocky cliffs ; the fame fort of fubftance feemed
to be its principal component part, and although
in fome places it was tolerably well covered with

- low fhrubs, yet upon the whole it prefented but
a dreary and unprodu&ive fcene. Its fouth-eaft-
ern éxtrémit‘y, which likewife defcends gradually
from the fummit of the.ifland, terminates alfo
in a low proje&ing - point with fome rocks lying
off from it. .On either fide is a fmall bay; that
on the eaftern fide is bounded by a beach, alter-
nately' compofed of rocks and fand, and as we
gained foundings of 35 fathoms at fome diftance
as we pafled by it, little doubt was. entertained
of its affording good' anchorage, provided the
bottom fhould be good ;. as it is protefted againft

" the general 'ptevailing winds. . Thefurf however
broke with fome. woience on -its “fthores, and as
it-did not feem from  the. fcanty- portlon of its

- vegetable productions,-and the apparent :drynefs
‘of the foil,- to poflefs what we principally, - and
indeed only wanted; water; we proceeded to-
wards that ftation which Woods Rogers deferibes
to - have soccupied, and where aboutithe ‘fame
: fcafon of the yeat, he procured & great fupply of
e excellent
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excellent.- water. . This was: on the m)rth-ea&
fide of Prince George's ifland. ~ In our way thi-
ther we paffed between Prince George's-and the
‘north wefternmoft .ifland, in a paffage about fix
- ‘miles wide, with foundings from 20 to 40 fa-
thoms, fandy bottom, and fo far as we bccamc
3cquamted with its navigation, it is. free from
danger or interruption. . The fouth-weft fide of
Prince: George’s ifland is bounded by detached
:rocks»lymg at a {mall diftance from its fhores;

. thefe in general, but more {o on its northern and
‘eaftern fide, defcend gradually from the center
of the ifland. (whofe fummit is nearly as high as
that of the northernmoft ifland,) and terminate
_at the water-fide in a fine fandy beach. This was
infinitely more verdant than the other ifland, as
its vegetable produdtions extended from the more
elevated parts to the wafh of the fea, and grew
with fome luxuriance though we did pot per-
ceive any trees of great fize on the ifland, nor
did it feémto afford any.ftreams or runs of frefh
water. Some gulhcs were feen as ‘we paﬁ'cd
_along, which in addition to the cheerful appear-
. ance of the country, flittered 'us with the hope,
© . that on further examination they would be found
to afford us the fupply of water we needed.
‘Having fhertly after noon, reached- the {pot
~ pointed put by former vifitors as moft likely to
L fum:ﬁx this -eflential amclc, we anchored on a
clear
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- clear fandy bottom, in 10 fathoms water, about

three quarters of a mile from the thore, on the
north-eaftern fide of Prince George’s ifland ; its
eaft point bearing by compafs S. 16 E. about two
miles, and a half diftant; its north-eaft point,
N. 68 W. diftant two miles; the north point of
the northernmoft ifland, N. 46 W. about fix
leagues diftant ; and the moft fouthern ifland,

‘which is the fmalleft, from S. 21 E. t0 S. 45 E.

about four leagues diftant.

Two boats were immediately difpatched with
Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Manby in different direc-
tions in queft of water, which however, if found,
could not be got on board without fome diffi-

culty, on account of the furf which broke on

evéry part of the fhore, but not fo viglently as
to prevent the pafties from landing. In the
evening both returned; M. Whidbe.'y ‘had ex-

“tended his excurfion to the north-weftward from

our anchorage, without ﬁ'nding any water, and
Mr. Manby had been equaHy unfuccefsful to the
fouth-eaftward round the fouth pom’c of the
ifland. On its fouth-eaft fide the beds of many
{pacious water courfes were feen, which in the
rainy feafon appearéd to give vent to copious
ftreams, as fome of them wefe twenty feet in
width. In fome a moiftnefs was obferved, and
Mr. Manby was of opinion, that by digging wells,
water might have been procured. A fupply by
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146 A VOYAGE OF DISEOVERY . [DEC.
this means was however precarious, and as we
could not devote any time to uncertainties, T =

determined to depart wit..out further delay, and
at eight o'clock we were again under fail.
Our vifit to thefe iflands not having afforded

us an opportumty of makmg a very accurate de-
lineation of their thores, or of acquiring fuch

information as might render them objeés wor-
- thy the particular attention of future vifitors to
thefe feas, I have not fubjoined any fketch of
them, and fhall content myfelf by noticing, that
.theﬁnchorage we quitted, 1s fituated according
to our obfervations made on the preceding day,
and the day after we failed (not having obtained
any obfervations on the day of our arrival and

departure) in latitude 21° 28, longitude 2530

54'; and that in a dire&ion N. 50 W. and
8. 50 E.; thefe iflands occupy a fpace of about
14 leagues; the length of the northernmoft has
been already ftated, its breadth is about nine
miles; the next in fize and dire&®ion is Prince

George’s 1ifland, this 15 about eight leagues in_

‘circuit ; and the third, or fouth-eafternmoft; s
about nine miles round. In navigating. near
them we obferved no danger; fome detached
iflets and rocks. are about the thores, but all are

fufficiently cenfpicuous to be avbidcd; and the-

regularity of the foundings, fo far as our exami-
nation extended, gave us reafon to believe, that
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fecure anchorage might be obtained againft the r
prevailing winds, at.a commodious diftance from
the thore. , ’
From the gentlemen who ‘had landed (being
" myfelf from the the ill ftate of my health unable
to go on thore) I became acquainted, that the
“foil of Prince George’s ifland feemed to be prin-
" cipally of a fandy nature, on which the chief
valuable production was .lignum wvite, befides
which, was an almoft impenetrable thicket of
fmall trees and bufhes of a thorny nature, toge-
ther with the prickly pear, and fome plants of
the orange and lemon tribe ; the whole growing
as clofe to the water fide as the wafh of the furf
would permit. Some of the lignum vite which
was cut clofe to the beach and brought on board,
worked up full eight inches in diameter at heart;
this wood was very ponderous, of a clofe black
grain, and extremely hard. Before this time I
did not recolle& to have met with this {fpecies of ’ S
woed growing on any of the iflands in thefe feas, - : “
and it is_not improbable, that in the more inte-
rior parts of-this ifland the trees may be of a INE
‘much larger fize. About the outfkirts' of the
woods, for excepting where in the rainy feafon
the defcending waters had formed a path, the
thicket was impenetrable ; many birds were feen, )
thofe of the larger kind were hawks of feveral Sk
{orts, green parrots with yellow heads, paroquets,
- L2 ‘ ~ pigeons,
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pigeons, doves, and a variety of fmall birds, many

of which were of beautiful plumage.- Pelicans, -

gulls, curlews, terns, and fandpipers were ob-
ferved, but no quadrupeds were fcen, although
in the fand on the bottom of fome of the water-
courfes Mr. Manby noticed the footing of an
animal, which he confidered to be_about the fize
of a fox; many turtle tracks were on the beach,
and nearly a hundred of dead manatee, or fea-
cows, were lodged at fome diftance beyond the
prefent range of the {urf. The carcaffes of thefe
animals, from their then flate of putrefaction,
‘were confidered by Mr. Manby to have been fo
left about ten or twelve days before, and as they
all feemed to be nearly in the fame ftate of de-
cay, the only conjecture that could be reafonably
formed, was, that they had been fo depofited in a
violent foutherly ftorm. They were eagerly de-
voured by the vultures, hawks, and other birds of
prey that had affembled about them in great
numbers, and it appeared to be not improbable
that the carnivorous animals of the Marias are
frequently regaled with fuch fumptuous repalfts,

for, befides the fea-cows that remained intire, -

the fkeletons of many. hundreds of the fame or
fimilar animals had been in like manner caft on
fhore, at more remote and different periods. * A
- variety of fith common to the tropical regions

- . were feen in great numbers about the fhores;

amongft
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amongft thefe the fharks were very bold and
daring, they followed: the boats, and made re-
peated attempts-to catch the oars, in which one
of them at length' fucceeded, but with the lofs:
of five of its teeth, which were left ih the blade
of the oar. A few fnakes and guannas were alfo
feen, and fome of the latter were very good eat-
ing. No traces of human vifitors were per-
ceived, though on thore fome drift wood was ‘
found, with evident marks of its having been }
worked or hewn with Eurapean. tools.

This appeared to me to be the fubftance of
the information we acquired by calling at thefe
iflands, which are not more than 160 leagues
from Acapulco, and in the immediate vicinity of
St. Blas. In the Spanith M. S chart they are
placed weft from that port, at the diftance of
about 20 leagues, which appeared to correfponé
cxactly with our obfervations, in refpeét to the
bearings from cape St. Lucas, and to differ only

" three leagues in the diffance from that promon-
tory ; this was further proved {{o far as eftimated
diftances could be relied upon) by the diftant
view we had had of the continent in that direc-
tion at our laft place of anchorage; notwith-
ftanding which, thefe iflands do hot feem to have
engaged or attracted the attention of the Spéniﬂl

- government. o

As on leaving the Marias it was my intention
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to make cape Corientes, in order to aftertain its
latitude and longitude, our. courfe was direted
between the iflands and the main land ; fteering §
well to the eaftward at firft, in order that we
might avoid a thoal faid to extend fome diftance
from the fthores of the fouthernmoft of the Ma-
rias ; at midnight we purfued a- more foutherly
courfe, but the wind, though attended with fine
plea:f'a'nt weather, was fo moderate, that at day-
light on Thurfday the 18th, the iflands we had
left were 11l in fight, bearing by compafs the
fouthernmoft from N. 82 W. to N.72 W;

" Prince George’s ifland, from N.70W.toN.64 W ;

. the eaft point.of the northernmoft, N. 58 W_;
a€d a diftant view of the continental thore from
N.E. by N. to.E. by S. This was too remote.
to form any judgment refpeéting the country,

~ further than its appearing to have a very lofty

_and uneven furface, fwelling into various emi-
nences of different forms and magnitude.

The obferved latitude at noon was 21°, lon-
gitude 254° 27/, and the variation of the com-
pafs 7° 30’ eaftwardly. In this fituation the
high land over cape Corientes bore by compafs
S. 25 E., land appearing like a fmall ifland, lying
at fome diftance from the continent S.66 E.;°

. the northernmoft part of the main land in fight
N.N.E., and the fouthernmoft of the Marias.
flands N. 58 W, diftant nme leagues. Much

to
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to our furprize, in the afternoon we approached
a fmall Black rugged rock, or,. more properly
fpeaking, a clofely connedted clufter of fmall

rocks, which though defervmg of attention, from'

their fituation, and the fafety of the nav1gat10n
between cape Corientes, St. Blas, and the Marias,
yet they are not inferted in either of the Spanith
charts, nor do they appear to.have been noticed
by any former vifitor with whofe oebfervations I

have become acquainted. The fpace they oc-

cupy does not appear to exceed the dimenfions
of a large thip's hull, nor are they much higher.
They are at a great diftance from any land, and,
fo far as we could perceive on paffing by them
at-the diftance of about half a league, the water

near them appeared to be deep in every direction.

We could not gain foundings clofe round them
with the hand-line, nor did this {mall rocky
group feem to be fupported by any bed of rock
or fhallow bank. The thores of the main land,

to the eaftward of them, at the dxﬁancc of about
eight leagues, appeared to be broken, and about
ten miles within them are two fmall iflands.
Thefc rocks, according to our obfervations, are
fituated in latitude 20° 45/, longitude 254° 27/

lymg from the land mentioned at noon as ap- -

pearing like an inlet S. 76 W. fix leagues dif-

tant, and from the fouthernmoft of the Marias

8. 36 E. at the diftance of 12 or 13 leacfum.
L 4 In

o , o
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In the cvening the breeze that had been very
moderate all day, frethened, and towards muid-
night we paffed cape Corientes, at the diftance
of about five leagues; this time was rather un-
favourable for the fixing of its pofition; but as
it was ftill in fight at day-light the next morn-
ing, Fnday the 19th, bearing by compafs N. 8 E.
and having been conftantly within our view
during the night, I fhould fuppofe that it’s
fituation as refulting from oyr obfervations will
be liable to no very matemal error.  Thefe placed
cape Corientes 1n latitugte 20° 22/, longitude
254° 4¢7; from whence if this ftitement be cor- -

~ re&, the above rocky group will be found to lie :
N. 26 W. at the diftance of nine leagues.

The American coaft to the fouthward of cape
Coricntes not continuing to take a direion fa-
vorable to our route, we were ne longer defirous
of keeping near its fhores, and I therefore made  *
the beft of our way towards the ifland of Cocos
and the Gallipagos, with an intention of ftopping
at one or both of thofe places. At noon the ob-
ferved latitude was 19° 15, longxtude 2540 48’;
the coaft at this time was ftill in ﬁght, bearing
by compafs north, from N. 85 E. and its neareft
part N. E. about ten leagues from us. We were
now accompanied by many of the tropical fithes,
and oceanic birds, and notwithftanding that we
hada freth breeze from the north-weftward, the

weather
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weather was very fultry and unpleafant. The
thermometer within thefe two days had rifen,
from 70 to 81, and the heat that we now ex-
perienced was attended with a degrec of oppref-
five inconvenience, that exceeded any thing of
the fort I had ever before felt, under fimilar cir-
cumftances of fuch an alteration in the height
of the mercury. The unpleafantnefs of the at~
moiphere on Saturday morning became greatly
incrcafed by the north-wefterly wind dying away,
and by its bcihg fucceeded by calms of light va-
riable airs. The atmofphere was perfeétly clear,
ferene, and unincumbered either with fogs or
clouds, which made’it very difficult to account
for the extraordinary change in the climate be-
tween our then ftation and the three Marias
iflands, as the diftance did not exceed 70 leagues.
‘This may pofiibly be acounted for by the project-
ing promontory of cape Corientes, and other parts
of this mountainous country intercepting thofe
cool refreflung gales from the north: that are fo
grateful and acceptable to the human conftitution.

That part of the globe we had now to pafs
over having been little frequented by perfons pof-
fefiing the means of making due obfervations en
the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle, I
purpofed to procure fome obfervations at different

ntervals when the thip was fufficiently fteady

tor
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for this purpofe. This day in latitude 18° 207,

longitude 255° 40/, the marked end, north face

eaft, fhewed = - - - 38°17!
Ditto Ditto Weft, 38 3
Ditto South face Eaft, 34 3
Ditto Ditto Weft, 36 20

Mean vertical inclination of the
north point of the marine dipping
needle - - - 36 41

The horizontal inclination or variation was
about 60° eaftwardly.

A continuation of very light winds made our
progrefs very flow, through an ocean on whofe
furface great numbers of turtles, in every direc-
tion, were lying afleep, and we had only to lower
down the beat, and without interrupting the pro-
grefs of the thip, make choice of as many as we
required ; though under our prefent circum-
ftances we would readily have waved. the acqui-
fition of thefc luxuries for a little more wind, as
with that which now prevailed, the fhip’s mo-
tion through the water was fcarcely perceptible.

We had again fight of the American coaft on
Sunday morning the 211t; it bore by compafs
from N. 5 E. to eaft, to N. 72 E.; but at fo re-
mote a diftance that we loft every appearance of
it by noon, when«he obferved latitnde was 17°
50/, longitude 255° 52", During the two pre-

S ceding
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celding days we had very light variable winds
from the caftward and 5. E. with alternate calms,
and very oppreflive fultry weather ; " but by
Thurfday the 25th we had fome little alleviation,
as the wind then blew a moderate fteady breeze
from the north-weftward. Whilft the light
winds continued we were greatly incommoded
by a very heavy fwell from the fouth-eaftward,
which made the fhip extremely uneafy; this had
now in a great meafure fubfided ; but the wea-
ther though ‘perfectly clear was ftill very hot and
fultry, the thermometer night and day varying
from 81 to.83. Had it not been for our anxious
folicitude to get forward, and the exceffive heat
of the weather, our fituation would have been by
no means unpleafant ; the ocean was. tranquil,
and abounded with a great variety of fith; its
furface as it were was covered with turtles, and
the numerous fea fowls hovering over, and diving
for their prey, prefented fuch an animated fcene,
as the ocean, unaffifted by intervening land, or
other objeds, is feldom, I believe, found to ex-
hibit. We were here at no lofs to provide a re-
paft for this our fourth Chriftmas day fince we
had quitted the civilized world; and with the
éddition of the frefh beef, mutton, and poultry
we had brought from Monterrey, the officers
tables prefented fach an appearance of luxury as

1s
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is not frequently feen in fuch diftant regions of

the ocean. In addition to our frefh provifions,

and what the fea afforded, the people were ferved

fuch an extra allowance of grog as was fufficient
for the celebration of the day, and to call to their

recolle@lion their friends and favorites at Kome ;
on which occafion, though perhaps the circum-

ftance may appear too trivial here to be noticed,

yet as the {fentiment arofe fpontaneoutly from the
gratitude of the crew, I am induced to-mention'

it; the memory of Sen’ Quadra, and the health
of Tamaahmaak were not forgotten. '
The fame light baffing winds continued to
impede our progrefs, which was tardy and irk-’
fome beyond all defcription ; in addition to
which, fome of our water cafks were found to
have leaked out; this, very contrary to my
wifhes, obliged me to reftrain the allowance of
water to three quarts a man per day. So very
flowly did we proceed, that by Wednefday the
31ft at noon we had only reached the latitude of
13° 50°, longitude 259° 5’ 307 ; the latter was
deduced from 116 fets of lunar diftances, as fol-
"low, with the fun and dldebaran on different fides
of the moon between the 27th and 31t of De-
cember. -Thofe taken on the 27th, and brought
forward by Arnold’s No. 14, gave the {ollowing

refults.

The
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Whidbey, 259° 35 50"

157

4 ditto Mr. Baker, 259 32 45 s
6 ditto Mr. Manby;, 259 52 .45 (1
6 ditto Mr. Orchard, 259 50 27 -
6 ditto, taken on 29th, by Mr. Whidbey, 259 45 40
6 - ditto © Mr. Baker, 259 37 35 - &
6 ditto Mr. Manby, 259 55 22 {
6 ditto Mr. Orchard, 259 56 35 ;
6 ) abaldebaran eaft of her, Mr. Whidbey, 259 52 (AJ “ l
6 ditto : Mr. Baker, 260 1417 '
4 ditto Mr. Manby, 260 8 IO
6 ditto Mr. Orchard, 259 55 38
6 D afjg welt ofher, taken 311t Mr. Whidbey, 259 46 50
6 ditto Mr. Baker, 259 41 47
6 ditto Mr. Manby, 259 47 43
6. ditto -~ Mr. @rchard, 259 47 2
“4 ) abaldebaran eaft of her, Mr. Whidbey, 259 52 4 .
6  ditto ’ Mr. Baker, 259 55 10 =
6 ) abaldebaran eaft of her, Mr. Manbv, 259 55 7
6 ditto Mr. Orchard, 260 1 52
3 ditto Myfelf, 259 58 25 ,
3 days’ obfervations, in 28 fets, Mr. Whidbey, 259 47 5
ditto 28  Mr. Baker, 259 48 55
ditto 28  Mr. Manby, 259 55 51
ditto 29  Mr. Orchard, 259 54 19
- The mean of the whole, colle&ively taken, i
being the refult of 116 fets of lunar diftances, F
thewed the longitude, at noon on the 31t of b
December, 1794, to be - - 259 51 45
At which time Arnold’s No. 14 thewed 260 6 30
No. 176 - 260 53 36
Kendall’s - - 260 46 45
And by the dead reckoning - 260 :
’ Hence,
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. Hence, as I confidered the longitude deduced
from the lunar obfervations to be corre&, or
nearly fo, it will appear evident that the chrono-
meters, fince the commencement of the very hot
weather, had been gaining confiderably lefs than
the rate we were allowing as afcertained at Mon-
terrey ; for which reafon a new rate was, from .
thefe and. fubfequent obfervations, found and -
adopted for pointing out our longitude, by the

- chronometers, from this ftation fouthward to the
ifland of Cocos. ;

By this mode No. 14, at

noon, on the 311t of December,

¢appeared to be faft of mean time

~ at Greenwich, - - 5h 31/ 38" 45”
And to be gaining on mean
time per'day at the rate of, - 20

No. 176, faftof méan time at _
Greenwich on the.fame day, i1 51 50 45
‘And to be gaining on mean '

time per day at the rate of, - 41 3
Kendall’s faft of mean timeoh , .
the fame day, - - 10 11 43 45
- And to be gaining on mean
" time per day at the rateof, - - 21 35
CHAP.
v IS
e "
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CHAPTER IV.

Vifit the Ifland of Cocos—Some Defeription of that
Ifland— Aftronomical and nautical Obfervations
there—Proceed to the Southward—Pafs between
Wenman's and Culpepper’s Iflands—See the Gal-
Jipagos Iflands, and afcertaz'ﬁ their Situation.

DURING‘ our paffage thus far from Monter-
rey, it did not appear that we had been
much affe&ted by currents, the log and the ob-
fervations having in general correfponded very

nearly, and the difference between the longitude,

by the dead reckoning, and that which I confi-
dered to be the true longitude, had not exceeded
half a degree, the dead reckoning having been in
general to the eaftward of the truth. -

- The wind in the north-weftern quarter con-
tinued to blow a fteady breeze, and as we ad-
vanced to the fouth-eaftward it increafed in 1its
force; the heat was lefs oppreffive, and the mer-
cury in the thermometer fell to a general tempe-
rature of abou; 78 ; the atmofphere was com-
monly clear, and the fea, which was remarkably
{mooth, abounded with immecnfe numbers of
flying fifh, dolphins, bonitos, albicores, and a
S : E ' great
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great variety of fmaller fith; of turtles we eafily
procured as many as we could difpenfe with.
By noon on Monday the 5th we had reached
the latitude 0 9° 27, and the longitude, brought '
forward from the preceding lunar obfcrvat}ons;
with the new rates of the chronometers, was

“flrewn by Arnold’s No. 14 to be 263° 36/ 157,

No. 176, 263°34 15", and by Kendall’s 263°
40'; the dead reckoning at this time thewed
265° 33'; whence it became evident that we
were now materizlly affeted by a current fetting

- to the weftward, as this deviation had been gra-.--

dually mcreafing firice the 311t of December, and
by our daily obfervations for the latitude, the di-
rection of this current feemed to be irregularly
between the north, fometimes correfpondmg,,
and at others to the fouth of the obfervations.

In this {ituation the vertical inclination of the
magnetic needle was as under:

Marked end North face Eaft - 24°50/
Ditto- ditto Weft . - 25 30
Ditto  South face Eaft, - 24 45
Ditto ditto Weft, - 24 30

Mean inclination of the marine dip-

ping needle - - - 24 54

The Vanatxon bcmg about 7% degrees caft-

- wardly.

The two fucceeding days we were fet to the/

fouthward, at the rate of about half a mile pcg
: hour;
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hour, and on Wednefday the 7th the wind from

~ the north-caftward again became very light, and

I found it neceflary to begin diftilling freth water
from the fca; by this'procefs, without any great
additional expenditure of fuel, a fupply of from

twelve to eighteen gallons of frefh water was pro-

cured in the courfe of each day; and although it
could not be confidered of the firft quality, yet it
was perfectly frefh, and ‘appli'cable to all the pur-
pofes of cooking. In this refpet it was highly
acceptable, as by the afliftance of the diftilled
water, we were enabled to appropriate to greater
advahtage the abundant refrethments which the
fea ftill continued to afford, and which were fome
compenfation for the very tedious and tardy pro-
grefs that the faint baﬁimg vvmda pcrmuted us
to make.

Since Wednefday we had frequcnt]) noticed
very ftrong riplings. on the furface of the water,
but felt fcgrcclyanjﬁcﬁ'e& from currents. The
obferved latitude on Sunday the 11th was 7° 477
longitude, by Arnold’s No. 14, 266°27"; No.
176, 260° 20’ ; Kendall’ s, 266° 33’ ; and by the
dead reckonmvr 268° 32"; fo that admitting No.
14, as [ conceived it to be, neareft the truth, the
error in the reckoning, fince the 5th, had oaly in-
creafed 19'. The variation of the compafs was
now about 8° eaftwardly. " During the laft week
the clouds, particularly in the northern quarter,
Vor. VI. M had

R
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had fometimes hung about the horizon very dark
and heawly, but they had now difperfed without
any rain, excepting about noon on the preceding
day, when we had a fmart thower that lafted
nearly two hours, and was the firft rain that had
fallen with us fince our arrival at Monterrey in
the beginning of November laft.

~ As we thus gently advanced to the fouth-caft-

ward, the riplings on the furface of the watet=~

became more frequent, and were attended with
a greater degree of agitation, making a ruftling
hiffing noife, like a tide in fhoal water; and
though we felt fomething of their influence, they
feemed infinitely more to affe@ the Chatham in
her fteerage ; yet, from the refult of cur obfer-
vations, they did not appear to be the confequence
of any current, whxch gave rife to an idea, that
pv'ox)ably the fpace we were then pafling over
was of very uneven bottom. To afcertain this
fa@t foundings were tried, but no bottom was
found in these riplings with 140 to 170 fathoms
of line. During the night of Monday the 12th,
and until noon the following day, we had a frefh
breeze from the N. N. E., which afterwards
veered round to the eaftward and E S. E, nearly
in the dire&ion in which I withed to fteer. On
Wedneiday nocn we had reached the latitude of
5¢37°, longitude 268° 31!, approaching nearly to
the paralicl of theifland of Cccos, and about two

cr
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- .or three degrees of longitude to the weftward of
its meridian, accérding to the different accounts
of its fituation in the ocean; and as we had no

indication whatever of our having left it to the.

weftward of us, our courfe was directed eaft-
wardly, as the moft probable means of ﬁnding
the ifland. :
We were fiill attendcd by vaft numbcrs of
fith, varying both in fize and fpecies; few birds
we ‘s now about us, and the abundance of turtles
was {6. much decreafed, that, on Thurfday the
15th, notwithftanding the day was for the moft
part calm, our boat’s crew caught only two.
The weather ftill continued clear, and gave us{o
good a view all around us, that had any land
been within the limits of our horizon, it could
not have efcaped our notice. After having pafied
to the fouth of the 6th degree of north latitude,
we again found ourfelves under the influence of
the current, that, during the 14th, had fetus 18/,
in a diretion S. 47. E., and, during the laft
twenty-four hours, at the fame rate, in a direc-
tion N. 62 E. A light breeze {pringing up foon
after noon from the north, we purfued our eaft-
wardly com:fe, intending to incline a little to the
fouthward. This however we were prevented

doing, from the current continuing to fet to the’

E. N. E. at the rate ofa mile per hour; fo that at

noon the following dav Friday the 16th, our ob-
M2 ferved

5 :'A—"'ﬁ‘“ '
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= ferved latitude was 5° 51, and the Iongxtudc
-260° 32'. - =

" The tranquil {tate of the wind and fca, Wlnch
-with {o little interruption had-for fuch a length
-of time - attended us, now feemed likdy to un-
dc:rtfo a- very material changc. A very heavy
fwell rolled from the weftward, and the atmof-
‘phere became loaded with deiife; heavy clouds,
particularly between the S. 'E.and S.-W.; in
this dire&ion our view was limited to a very few
‘miles. The wind now blowinga gentle breeze
from the N. W. a more foutheérly courfe was pur-.
fued, in the hope of regaining what we had loft
by the current having driven us to the north-
War:d.' Towards - midnight, after about three
‘ ¢ hours calm, the wind came from ‘the fouthward,
F and obliged -us to fteer again to the eaftward;
tlﬁsI much regretted, as we had not, with all
our cffort@, yet been able to.get {o far fouth, as
- ' the 1at1tude affigned to the 'ifland we were 1in
L queft of, which according to Lord Anfon’s voy-
age is ftated to be in 5° 20, and by ‘the Bucca-
deers 1 5° 15% I could not help being appre-
henfive, that a continuation of thefc adverfe

vinds and currents would oblige us to pafs to the:
northward of the ifland without febing 1t; for,
by cur obfervations on Satu'rday the 17th, after
making every allowande, inftead of our being in
latitude 5° 22/, which was fhewn b) tl‘c rcckon-.

mg,
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ing, the refults of our meridional and -d uble-al-
tltudes (which agreed extremely well togcther)
proved our latitude to'be 5°.46’, and that we
were alfo feveral miles to the- eaﬁ:ward of our acy,

count, the long;tudc being 270°.37'.  The va~

riation at this time was 83° eaftwardly .
Between this and the _preceding noon, we had
paﬁcd over upwards of a degree of longitude,
without being able to; fee far.to. the fouth of the
latitude. of 5° 30, owing to very thick. hazy
gloomy weather ;- hence 1t was very poffible, that

we might have -pafled to the northward of the

ifland of Cocos. .This was confidered by fome
on board to have been highly probable, fror‘n-thc.:
circumitance of our being now attended by -vaft
numbers of thc_'di&'erént fpecies of birds that are
generally found frequenting the fhores of the un-
inhabited tropical iflands; but . this did not
amount to proof, as thofe birds might have been
attradted to the neighbourhood of our then fitua-
tion by the great numbers of bonitos, albicores,
and other fithes, with- which the fea at that time
abounded: and as we were fuceefsful 1n taking
as many of them as we could make ufe of, they

‘made us ample amends for the deficiency of turtle,

which did not-appear to be an objeét of much
regard, as I believe moft of us began to be tired
of that food, which was only ufed to diverfify our

other provifions, : .
' 3 The
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- 7The currents with which we had met, thewed
that Tittle reliance was to be placed on the lon-
gfttia'e;'aiiﬁ-gncd"to- any land in this part of the
ocean, from the tef¥imony of thofe who had fo

_long fince vifited-thefe regions, but who had not
been prowdcd with the means we poffefled for
afcertaining 'the ﬁrength and dlreéhon of thefc
ﬁreams ‘

“For {ome days paft we had been fet conf der-
ablly to the caftward, and as, from the feveral au-
thorities T had confulted, it 'did ot appear that
we had-yet reached the moft .eaftern fituation
affigned to the ifland in queftion, the: prefump- .
tion was that 1t was ftill to the eaftward of our
prefent track ; and although I thould have been
greatly mortificd to have been obliged to abandon
an objedt that-had {o miuch attraed my atten-
tion, yet, from the reduced ftate of our water in

;oo confequence of this unexpe@edly tedious paffage,

- and the worn-out and defe&ive ftate of our wa-
ter-cafks, - the reaching of the ifland of Cocos
became a matter more of neceflity than choice;
as I was very unwilling to enter any port in the
continent. There {feemed, however, no profpe&
of effeéting this, unlefs we fhould be able to
fhape fuch a courfe as would countera& the
ftrength of the adverfe north-eafterly current.
For this purpofe, with the wind at S. S. W. we

' cered to the S. E. and in the evening had a to-"

lerably
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lerably diftinet view a-head, but the fouth-wef}
horizon was {till obfeured ‘in dark denfe clouds,
and-baze; the night was mo"ﬁly celm, but in the
following marning, Sunday the 18th, the weather
was ferene and clear, attended with a gentle
breeze from the N. W, with which we fteered
to the fouth and at noon were in latitude 5° 33,
dongitude 271° 7/; ha,v‘ing been fet during the
laft twenty-four hours 13’ to the nerth, and 11°
to the eaft of our reckoning. |

"The clear weather was not of long continuance

in the fouthern quarter, although the oppofite
fide of the horizon retained its former appearance;
for by fun-fet we eould not fee a mile from the
fhip in the ecaftern, fouthern, or fouth:-weftern
quarters. The various kinds of birds became
more numerous, and having at length reached
the ftated parallel of the ifland, we plied during
the night, which was attended by variable winds,

{ome rain, and dark gloomy weather. This con- -

tinued until noon the next day, Monday the 19th,
when the obferved latitude was 5° 14/, longitude
271° @' ; being 10’ to the north, and 4’ to the
eaft of what the log thewed. The weather now
admitted of an cxtenfive view all round, but no
land was in fight; and as the number of birds
was confiderably leflened, fome additional reafons
were offered in {upport of the former opinion,
that we had left the ifland to the fouth-weftward

M4 - of
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of us. Of this however I was by no means con-
vinced, as in my feveral traverfes over the Pacific
Ocean, [ had feldom found that fuch indications
amounted to a proof of the very near vicinity of
land. ‘ o : .
With the wind between the fouth and S. W,
although I had continued during the night to
the fouth-eaftward, we were not able-to keep
our fouthing; for the obferved latitude at noon
the fullowing day, Tuefday the 20th, was 5° 16/,
the longitude 271° 52/, which was 24/ further
north, and 10’ further eaft than was given by our
reckoning. o ‘
In the courfe of the laft three or four days we
“had, in different inftances, been deceived for a
fhort time both by night and day, by very heavy
dark clouds which affumed the appearance of
land. Shortly after noon a fimilar refemblance
was feen from the maft-head at a great diftance,
~ bearing E. N. E. which was not given credit to
as being land, until aided by a gentle breeze and
the current, we had appreached nearer to 1t by
threec leagues, when it was decided beyond all
queftion to be land. Concluding it to be the
long-looked for ifland of Cocos, at the diftance
of 14 or 16 leagues; the glad tidings were com-
municated by fignal to our little confort. All
the turtles had now left us; but we had ftill many
fithes and fea fowl °a{tcnd%ng»us,\th\o(ugh thefe
: were
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-were not quite fo numerous as on the preceding
evening. The night was calm or accompanied
-with li'ghlt variable winds, which continued with
rain and dark gloomy weather until noon the

next day, fo that no obfervations could be ob--

- tained for afcertaining the fhip’s {ituation:: Wé;

had however made fome progrefs, as the ifland -

now bore by compafs N -3 E. to N. 81 E. not
more than 6 or.7 leagués from 'us. In this we
had been-much affifted by the current fcttiﬁg us
'directly -itewards the land, the fouth-weft ’c)itrcf
mity of which appeared in this point of view, to
rife abruptly from the fea in fteep rugged cliffs
to a confiderable height; and thenina moderate
afcent to its moft elevated part; this was a hill
of no very. great fize; from whence it defcended
with a more uniform declivity to its northern ex-
tremity, which appeared like a detached iflet.
The wind, which had been variable in the

evening, became very light, and I was not with-

out my apprehenfions that the current might
force us paft the ifland, before we might have an
opportunity of making choice of a fituation for

anchoring. That no time might be loft, about
 two in the following morning, being then fuffi-

ciently near the land for onc of our boats to be in -

with the fthores by day-light, Mr. Whidbey was
difpatched in the cutter to make the neceflary
examination, During this and the three or four

preceding

i
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170 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY fraxw.
preceding nights the fea had prefented a very lu-
minous appearance, but I was not able to afcertain
with fatisfaction the caufe of it. ~After the. boat
had left the thip, we ufed our utmoft endeavours
to preferve our ftation to the fouth-weft of the
ifland, but to no ‘effect; the current foon after
day-light drove wus beyond its‘ weftern end, and
although ‘our head was to the fouth-weft, we
were driven at a great rate paft its northern fide,
within a few miles of its thores. Thefe-appeared
to ‘,;‘b‘e indented into fmall bays, withirocks and
tlets lying near them; but they by wno means
exhibited that inviting appearance which has
been reported of them by Lionel Wafer* and
others. The: fhores were chiefly compofed of
broken perpendicular cliffy preciprees, beyond
which the_furface rofe unevenly to the fummit
of the ifland; the whole compafing one rude
connected thicket of imall trees near the thore,
but on the more elevated and interior parts many
targe fpreading trees were feen; fome cocoa nut
trces were alfo obferved in the chafms of the
rocky precipices, but they did not feem now to
flourifh 1n fuch abundance, as was moft likely the
cafe when their fruit gave a name to the ifland.
Being mntircly withcut wind, the current fat
us faft to the north-ecaftward from the land,
* Vide Colle@ion of Voyages to the.Southern Hemifphere, in

2 vols. 8vo. pubiithed in 1788,
which
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~ which at noon bare by compafs from S. 17 W*
to S. 35 W. diftant feven or eight miles. The
weather at this time afforded us a good opportu-
nity for. afcertaining . the fhip's place, which by
feveral corre& obfervations was found to be in lati-
tude 59 40', longitude 273° 8”. By thefc and other
obfervationsthat had been made on the 20th, the
thip appeared to have been fet by ‘the current
during the two days 60 miles, in a direction N.
50 E.; thisfhewed that theifland, which we did
not confider to be more than moderately high
when firft feen, was upwards of 20 leagues diftant.
In the morning, as we were driving near to
the théres of the ifland, fome falls of water were
obferved defcending from the cliffs into the fea,
and as we ftood much in need of this neceflary

article, as more of our catks were found to have

leaked out, no fmall degree of impatience was ex~

perienced for the return of the boat, as her long

abfence had been attributed to want of fuccefs in

finding a fafe place for anchorage. Thishowever

did not prove to be cafe, for her fuppofed deten-

tion was 'whol/ly occaficned by the grcét diftance

to which the current hzd fet the thip from the

ifland. About four o'clock I had the fatisfaction

of being informed by Mr. Whidbey, that the

- fhores abounded with ftreams and falls of moit
_excellent water, together with fome cocoa nuts,
and plenty of wood for fuel, eafily to be pro-

T cured;

"
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cured; efpcually in two fmall bays, both of

which: afforded anchorabe fufficiently theltered
from thc prevalhnv winds at this feafon of the
year; ‘the one on the north-caft, the. other on the
Torth-weft part of the ifland.: M. \thdbcy

‘gave 'the"pr’cﬂ‘réncc‘ to . the moft: eaftern, ' for

‘which, aercfore, with a light breeze from the
north, we immediately fteered, . but. were unable
to ftem the current till about nine at mght, when
the wind frethened . from the N. E.; and with
this, about four on Friday morning,:the 234, we
reached the fituation Mr." thdbcy had chofcn,
end moored in 33 fathoms water, fandy and

' " gravels+bottom, and (fo far as. we became ac-

qﬁa’mtcd,) good holding ground, and free frcm

‘rocks. The eaft point of the bay, whichisa

{tnall conical iflet lying clofe to the north-eaft
extremity of theifland, bore by compafs S. 51 E.
diftantghalf a mile; the weft point of the bay,
S. 75 W.; a fteep rocky iflet. lying off 1t bore
from S. 87 W.to™N. 66 W.; and the Watcring
placv at the mouth of a very fine ftream’ empty-
ing 1tfelf over a fanf’} beach, S. 13 W. about
threce querters of a mile diftant; the Chatham
moecred within us in 26 fathoms water, on the

13!“'}L kind of bottom.

. Lxs focn es the fhip ms ﬂcurcd I went on

thore, and found that all‘ our wants could be

Caotily fupplied; that 1’thmﬂa there was {fome
furf

R
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furt on the beach it was inconfiderable, and that
not ohl.y water and fire-wood, but that cocoa
nuts were alfo to.be procured in great abun-
dance. No'time was now loft in fetting about
ob‘cammcr a due fupply of thefe effential afnucs,
and in the performing fuch other bufinefs as had
.become requifite on board; where, at noon, by
the mean of four obfervations, with different
perfons and inftruments, the latitude was thewn
to be 5° 35’ 157, This differing fo matenially
from the latitude as ftated in Lord Anfon’s and
other voyages, and the general appearance of this
land fo little correfponding with the defeription

given of the ifland of Coco$, efpecially by Dam-

pier, and Wafer, gave rife to {fome doubts in my
mind as to its being the identical ifland fo de-
fcribed by thofe genflemen.  Be that as it may,
the advantages 1t afiorded us, not only 1n the
articles already mentioned, but 1n an abundance
of very fine fith, were very important ; and as the
“foil was apparently capable of affdrding avariety
of ufeful vegetabies, this iffand did not fail-to at-
tract our particular. attention ; and being anxious
to acquire every infermation refpeéting it that
the fhort ftay I purpoled to make would allow
of, 1 dif patchcu Mr. Whidtey o Saturday morn-
ing, the 2-4th, in the large cutter, totakea {ceteh

of its theres.  This fervice he operformed, -and -

I
1

rety .rned aom tour 1n the glterscon, having
‘ found

i
£
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found them to be compeofed of fteep perpendi-
cular rocky cliffs, with fome iflets and rocks ly-
ing near them; on which the fea broke with fo
much violence as to preclude any attempt to land
in any part, excepting in the bay to the weftward
of the anchorage we had taken, where Mr. Whid-
bey had been before; and in that in which the
veflels were moored ; which were the only two -
fituations on the ifland to which veflels could
refort. On Sunday morming I made a fhort ex-
curfion to the weftern bay, and although a more
copious fiream of freth water was found to flow
into 1t, yet it is certainly not fo eligible a fituation
for procuring the good things which the ifland
afforded as that which we occupied. Tt was

o about halt ebh when we reached its thores, where

O S ‘ we landed with tolerable convenience. After
we had breakfafted, we fatisfied our curiofity in
taking a view of the adjacent country; this was
confined by an impenctrable thicket nearly to the
limits of the fandy beach, which compofes the
bottom of the bay, where, on our return to the
boats, we found fome difficulty in re-embarking,
OWing to an increafe of the furf which at that
time broke upon the beach. -

. At the place on fthore, where our operations
were going on, | had obferved evident marks of
European vifitors, from the trees having been
felled with axzcs and faws, whilft the decayed

‘ ftate
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ftate of the remaining ftumps proved that they
had not been very recently cut down.- In this
weftern bay, near to ‘the frefh-water brook, a
bottle was fufpended on a tree, containing a note
directed to the commander of any veflcl that
mlght vifit  the ifland, and figned ¢ James Col- .
" {tating, that the fhip Ratler, South-fca o /
/whaicr, of London, had arrived on the 26th of '
July, 1793, and, after procuring wood, water,

- 1‘1. vil1 f"w i

and other refrethments, had proceeded on het H
voyage, all in good health: that, previoufly to :
her departure, a breed of hogs and goats had been .

left on the ifland, and a varicty of garden feeds
had been fown, but the fpot where thele valuable
articles had been depofited did net happen to fall.
within the limitsof cur obfervation.

By the time we reached the vellels the rain
fell vcry heavily, and 1 became acquainted, on
my arrival on board, that the furf had fo much
increafed, as very materially to I‘th_i d our bu-
finefs with the fhore. The rain was accom-
panied by a freth gale from the S. W. at the
commencement of which the current, which,
though by no means regular in its force, (fome-
times being barely perceptible, at others run-
ning at leaft at the rete of two miles per hour,)
‘yet had hitherto fet uniformly to the E. . E.
now changed its dire&lon and fet to thc w“"f

T k
—_—— 1

aAd but at a very gentle rate.
T \
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This uncomfortable weather continued, though
with fome intermiffion, during the 26th; we,
however, made great progrefs in completing our
water and fuel, and having nearly exhaufted the
neighbouring fhores of their cocoa nuts, I dif-
patched two boats with Mr. Manby, the next
morning, to the weftern bay, where they were
produced in great plenty, to procure a full fup-
ply of them. The boats returned about noon,
not_having been very fuccefsful, as the heavy
furf prevented their landing in that part of the
bay where the fruit was moft abundantly pro-
duced. ‘

By theafternoon we had taken on board about
thirty-five tons of water, with as ‘much wood
as we could ftow; and having thus finifhed
all our bufinefs with the fhore, we quitted this
ifland in the evening, and made the beft of our
way to the fouthward.

Having adverted to the fituation and advan-
tages which this fmall fpot of land poflefles, I
fhall now more particularly notice fuch matters:
as occurred to our obfervation whilft we remained
there. ’ '

It does not appear from any account with
which [ am acquainted, to whom we are in-
debted for the difcovery of this valuable little
ifland; nor, indeed, do the feveral defcriptions of
the ifland of Cocos much accord with each other,

or
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or agree with what we found to be its fituation
or appearance. The ifland feen by Lord Anfon,
of 'which he was within ﬁght_ for five days, and
confidered by him to be the ifland of Cocos, 1s :
ftated in his voyage to be fituated 13’ to the
fouth of what was found by our calculations to
be the latitude of this ifland; and ﬂmuld this
error in the latxtude be confidered as reconcxlablc,
it is likely we rnay both intend the fame ifland.
"I have not the leaft doubt that the ifland we laft
‘quitted is the fame which Chipperton vifited,
~ and called it the ifland of Cocos. He, I thould
fuppdﬁ:i anchored in the weftern bay, but his
defcription is too confined to draw from thence . ,‘L
any fatisfactory conclufion; but the greateft dif-
ference is'in the accounts given of the ifland of
Cocos by Dampier and Lionel Wafer; thefc
differ fo very materially from ‘Gur obfervations,
in point of extent of fituation and appearance,
that their reprefentations muit either be excef~
{ively erroneous, or they muft belong to fome
other ifland. After taking all thefe circam-
ftances into confideration, it appeared to me by
no means unlikely; that fome other ifland might b
exift not very far remote from this, to which 3
thefe apparently contradxc'iory reports mxght more
properly apply.

Two opinions were formed rcfpe&m« an in-

fcription that was found cuton a rqck near to
Vor. VI. N our
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our watering place; the letters, which had been
originally b_ut ill executed, were much defaced.

Look o as’ you goe for ye Coco

- This 1 conﬁdered as purporting, Look to
“ fouth as you go, for the ifland of Coco,” but
the more ‘prevailing opinion amongft us was,
that it meant, “ Look asyou go for the ifland of
¢ Coco,” meaning this_ 1dcnt1cal 1ﬂand The
defaced chara&er after thc Word « look mlght
poﬁibly have orxgmally been mtcnded to- ﬁgnYy
the north, yet as we met with ‘no othcr in its
vicinity, it 1s probable that tlns latter op,unan was -
moft corre& ; for which reafon I have a,depted
the name of Cocos for the ;ﬂand in queftion,
According to the {ketch made by Mr. Whldbey,
the ifland of Cacos is about four leagues in cir-
cuit, lying in a N. E. and S. W. dire&ion; it is
about four miles Iong, and two miles broad, with
{feveral detachcd rocks and iflets fcattered about
its Ihores, thofe lying off its _ﬁ)uth-vse_ﬁ part
extend to the greateft diftance, which is nearly ‘
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two miles, but they cannot be confidered as dan-
gerous becaufe they are fufficiently high to be
feen and avoided. The fmall bay in which we
had anchored at the north-eaft end of the ifland
is greatly to-be preferred to the other weftward
-of it; for the {mall iflet that lies off its north- .
. weft point adds greatly to its protcétion from
L _ the.
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the wind and fea. ~ The width of the bay from
point to point of the two iflets that form each of
its extremitics is about a mile, in a dire@ion
S:52 E.and N. 52 W. and from this line its
extent to the bottom of - the bay is alfo about a .
mile; the foundings are regular from 12 to 50
fathoms, and veflels may Tide'very fougly within

defs-than half a mile of the beach, in about 20 m
fathoms water, but in-a lefs depth the bottom il
did mot appear to be fo free from rocks. The
weftern bay is more extenfive and more expofed,
and its foundings are- neither fo' regutar, nor is .
the bottom {0’ goody- but from the abundance ' ’
and great variety of vegetable produttionms that ‘
grow clofe to the verge of .high watermark in ¥
-both bays, it thould.feem ‘that neither of them
are fabjedt to very violent ftorms, or heavy feas.
The climate was confidered by ‘us as temperate
and falubrious, for although the thermometer
was ufually between 78 and 80, we did not feel
that oppreflive heat. which we had expenienced _
further to the northward; and notwithftanding }
. 3 : #
that our people were greatly expofed to the heavy ' 9
rains that fell while tranfacting our bufinefs on — — “‘I
fhore, yet not the leaft interruption from want of
health took place, which in various other<tropi-
cal iflands frequently -attends the execution of
fimilar fervices.
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This ifland cannot be confidered as having a
pleafant appearance in any.one point of view,
for although its inland furface is much diverfified
by hills and vallies; yet the only low land of
any extent that we were certain it poffefles isin
the bottom of the two bays, each of which form
the extremity of one of thefe valleys bounded by
craggy precipices, from-the foot of which extends
a narrow {trip of low flat land that termimates
in a beach at the water fide, refembling more
the dreary profped exhibited at the heads of the
feveral branchcs of fea we, had fo recently ex-
ploréed on the coaft of. North. ‘Weft America,
than any thing elfc T could compare them to.
Every. other part of the thore feemed to be com-
pofed of fteep, broken precipices of rock, of
which fubftance the interior of the ifland was
apparently compofed, as the naked cliffs were fre-
quently feen protruding their barren fides through
the thicket, which otherwife. covered the furface
of the ifland. This thicket, o far as we were
enabled to afcertain, was chiefly compofed of a
great variety of trees of a moderate {ize, with an
impenetrable underwood of the vine or fupple-

' 5Jack kind, which oppofed any excurfion into the

country ; fome attempts were, I believe, made to

‘penetrate thither by the water courfe, but this,

tfrom rocky precipices and other obftrutions,Swas

- found to be equally impracticable; opr know-

ledge .
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ledge of its productions: muft ‘confequently be
confined to our obfervations on the fmall margin
between the woods' and the fea thore, the only
part that was acceffible to us. In refpe& of its
future utility, the firft object of confideration to
maritime péople is the abundant fupply of water
that it affords. This abounds in every part of
the ifland, and is to be eafily procured at the
ftations to which veflels can refort. From its
purity and limpid appearance, and from its being
deftitute. of any colour or unpleafant tafte, either
from dead leaves or other putnd or rotten mat-
ter, though' very heavy rains had fallen during
the time we had been at anchor there, it may
reafonably be inferred that the larger ftreams of
water have a more remote and permanent fource
than the accidental fhowers that at this feafon
of the year may defcend upon the ifland. The
foil in the immediate neighbourhood of the
ftreams that fall into each of the bays is of a poor,
loofe, fandy nature; but at a little diftance be-
hind the beach, and 1n the fiffures of the rocks,
a rich black mould was obferved, apparently ca-
- pable of affording much vegetable nourithment;
and this may alio be the cafe in other parts of
the ifland, although we had no power of afcer-
taining the faét.  All its vegetable productions
appeared to grow luxuriantly, and covered the
ifland in one entirc wildernefs. On the rocky
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cliffs near the fea fide, whofe uneven furface ad-
mitted the growth of vegetables; a coarfe kind of
grafs is produced, that afforded an excellent re-
treat for. the different kinds of fea fowl which
reforted thither to rooft and build their nefts, or
morce properly fpeaking to lay their eggs, as they
are at little pains to form a neft of- any defcrip-
tion. About thefe eliffs grew a very partfcular
kind of 'treg, fomething like the cloth plant of
the South Sea iflands, but much larger; fome
of thefe grow to the height of about thirty feet,

are of a lightith colouted bark, free from branches
to the top, which is fomewhat bufhy, and for
that reafon was called by us the umbrella tree.

There were fome few other trees whofe foliage
ftrongly refembled that of the bread fruit, but
as no one of them was in beanng near the beach,

I was not able poﬁtn ely to determine their fpe-
cies. - Many of the trees that compofcd the fo--
reft, efpeciélly in the interior and elevated parts
of the ifland, feemed to be of confiderable fize,
fpreading out into large branches towards their
tops, which in point of height greatly ﬁirpaﬁ'ed_
the others. I was inclined to believe that thefe
trces were of the fame fort with thofe from

which we principally obtained our fuel, although
near to the fea-fide they did not grow fo large as
on the hills; Mr. Manby, who moft commonly
tupcrintended that fervice, gave me the follow-
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ing.account of them.. This trée i1s very genc-

rafly produced all over the ifland, its'trunk grows

very ftraight to the height of twenty or thirty
feet before it throws out its branches; which are

fo clofe, large, and fpreading, as to -afford ex-

tremely good fhelter againft both fun and rain ;
the ftems of feveral were capable of fquaring to

twelve or fourteen mches; the grain is clofe,.

fomewhat variegated, and reddith towards the

heart; 1t vleldcd to the axe with tolerable eafe, to-

the faw it was equally fitted, and being free from
knots, it fplit without much Tabour ; its leaves
are of a dark green colour, {mooth at the edge,
and not much unlike the laurel, though rather
longer; the feed refemblmg a {mall acorn is
borne 1o clufters. The wood is well calculated
for burning. Mr. Manby defcribes another fort,
(which we cut for fucl alfo,) as having a whitith
fmooth bark, growing tall and ftraight, and pro-
ducing but few branches. Its leat is large, and
in fhape refembling that of the horfe-chefnut,
of a light green colour, with a velvet furface ; it
appeared to be fit for little elfe than fire-wood,
and not the moft propcr even for that purpofe,
as it has a thick pith in the ceater of it that
occupies 2 large portion of the "ccm or branches.
The wood is of a white clofe grain, fplits readily,
but does not burn remarkably well. The.cocoa-
nut trees, which grow not only on: the fea-thore
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_ but high up on the fides of the hills, were ‘the.
only trees we faw that bore any fruit, although,
iu‘ one of the rivulets, an unripe guava was

- picked up, which, moft probably, had come from . -
the interior country: in addition to thefe, we
noticed an abundance of different forts of fern,
fome of which produced a ftem nearly fix inches
in diameter, and grew to the height of nearly
twenty feet ; thefe, as well as I recolle&, were
exaltly of the fame defcription as thofe com-
monly found in New Zealand. Such were the
moft general vegetable productions of this ifland
that fell under our obfervation, to which we fur-
ther added the feeds of apples, peachcs, melons,
pumkins, with beans, peas, &c. Thefe were

.fown by Mr. Swaine, in a fpot cleared for that -
purpofe, where he was of opinion they were
likely to thrive. '

_ With refpect to the animal kingdom, fith and
fowl feemed to be in great abundance, and we
entertained hopes that future vifitors may benefit
by Captain Colnett’s liberality ; as juft before
Mr. Swaine left the ifland a young hog, in very
excellent condition, was feen by him and fome

b of his party, but on his difcovering our' people

"7 ;%‘ he haftily retreated into the thicket. Although

at no very great dlﬁance from the ifland we had

feen fuch numbers of turtlc, it was ﬁngularly re-
markable that there was not the moft diftant

fign ‘
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fign of their reforti’ng to thefe thetes. The land
abounded with white and brown rats, and vait
numbers of land crabs. -All the birds of the
oceanic. tribe, common t6 the tropical regions,
repaired hither in great flocks, and were by no
means bad eating. Befides thefe wete feen hawks,
a fpecies of brown and white herons, rails, a kind
of blackbird, and a few others, that chiefly in-
habited the ‘woods ; which, with fome ducks
and teals, were what was obferved principally to
compofe the feathered race. A great variety and
abundance of excellently good fith frequented
the fhore¥; fharks alfo were very numerous, and
the moft bold and voracious I had ever before

 feen. Thefe aflembled in the bay in large thoals,

conftantly attended on our boats in all their mo-
tions, darting at the oars. and every thing that by
accident fell, or was thrown overboard. They fre-
quently took the fifh from the hooks before they
could be got clear of the water, and what was ftill
miore fingular, when one of their own fpecies was
fo taken, and they perceived he could no longer
defend himfclf, he was inftantly attacked; torn to
picces, and devoured by his companions, whilft yet
alive; and, nbtwithftanding that thefe monfters
fubjé&ed themf{elves to be greatly annoyed by the
harpoons, knives, &c. of our people, by which
they reccived many deep wounds, yet even that
did not deter them fromrenewing the attack upon
‘ ] ' ‘the
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the one which,was caught;'until every part of the:
viéim’s flefh. was, thus torn from its bones. On
this occafron we had an opportunity of obferving,
that it is erroneous to fappofe the fhark is under
the neceflity of . turning on his back for the pur-
pofe of taking his prey, as thefe fharks moft com-
monly attained their objet without firft turning
themfelves, as has been generally believed.
~'The general warfare that exifts between fea«
farimg perfons and thefe voracious animals, af-
forded at firft a fpecies of amufement to our
peoplé, by heoking, or otherways taking one for
the others to feaft upon, but as this was attended
with the ill confequence of drawing immenfe
pumbers round-the thip, and as the boatfwain
and one of theyoung gentlemen had nearly fallen
a facrifice to this diverfion, by narrowly efcaping
from being drawn out of the boat by an im-
menfely large fhark, which they had hooked,
into the midft of at leaft a {core of thefe vora-
cious animals, I thought proper to prohibit all
further indulgence in this fpecies of entertain-
ment ; which, independently of its being likely
to be attended with ferious confequences, was in
itfelf of too cruel a nature to be witnefled with-
out pain. Thefe tharks appeared to be of three
diftinét forts; the moft numerous were of the °
f_v ger kind, thefe were beautifully fcreaked down
their fides ; the other forts were the brown and
the
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the blué fharks; and it was fingularly remark-
able, that although they all voracioufly devoured
the two former fpecies, yet when one of the
latter was caught, it remained unmolefted by
the reft, and even when. killed, and cut up, its :
- flefh was not eaten by its companions.
The other kinds of fith that fell under my no-
tice, befide thofe common to the tropical feas,
were two forts of bream, the large fnapper of
the Weft Indies, a fort of rock fith, and another -
kind commonly called yellow tail; thefe were
all very excellent, and teok the hook readily;
and to thofe who may follow us, and ftand in
need of refrefhments, they may prove a moft de- "
firable refource ; ; and there can be little doubt
but that perfons under fuch circumitances would~
foon fall upon fome expedient, to evade the in-
convenience to which thcy might beiable from
the extreme vigilance of the fharks. Nor 1s it
1mprobable, that on a morc minute _examination,
the furface of this little ifland may be found to
produce many articles of refrethment; but as we
did not ftand much in need of any, excepting
the ncceflary article of water, our attention was
not directed to fuch ipquiries, being wholly ena
grofled in ufing€very pofible means of difpatch ) A t

G

in providing qurfeives with thofc few particulars
‘with which #e could not diipente.

We

———— R - & : . Az 4



15 TTEE | »‘;é‘[j,?k,;‘Azké._: e

188 A YOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [raw. @

We happily ftood in no great need of fearch-
ing for refrefhments at any great diftance from
the thores of the ifland; for, excepting that I
continued to be in a very feeble and debilitated
ftate, there was not on board either of the veflels
a fingle individual who was ‘not in the-higheft
health imaginable. In con\&%uencc of the in-
difpofition under which I had 'fo long.laboured,
I was only able to go once on fhore in each of
the bays, or I might poffibly have acquired more
knowledge refpecting this fmall though valuable
fpot of land. The comfort we derived from the
water, and the few other fupplies there obtained
juftly entitled it to our confideration; and as
from its fituation it is not unlikely that it may
become a place of importance to thofe whofe
purfuits may direct them to this part of the Pa-
cific Ocean, I truft I fhall be excufed for having
dwelt fo long on a fubje& which I could not but
regard as de{cr\ring attention ; not only as far as
it refpects the productions of the ifland, but alfo
to fhew, that the defcription of the ifland of
Cocos givez’i}by Dampier from the obfervations
of others, and that ftated by Lionel Wafer from
his own, are cither extremely inapplicable to its
prefent circumftances and appearance, or have
reference to fome other ifland in its neighbour-
hood. It is much to be regretted that Dampier

had
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had not himfelf vifited this ifland, as from the
great accuracy of moft of the obfervations made
by that judicious traveller, few doubts could have
arifen: concerning the identity of the ifland he
meant to defcribe. I am more inclined to at-
tribute this deviation from the truth to mifre-

prefentation, than to any other caufe, from cur

having acquired a tolerably competent know-
ledge of that part of the ocean between the 5th
and Oth degrees of north latitude, for at leaft
four degrees of longitude to the weftward of the
dland in queftion, in which fpace there is not
much likelihood of there being any other ifland.

For the purpofe of commemorating our vifit -
to the ifland of Cocos, I direéed that the date
of our arrival, with the names of the veflels and
the commanders, thould be cut on the fame
fock where the other infcription was found : the

two former I underftood was executed, but it

{feems that fome obftacle arofe to prevent the .
infertion of the latter. The reafons before ftated

for fuppofing that this ifland may hereafter prove
ufeful to thofe who: may traverfe thefe feas, de-
manded that the utmoft attention fhould be paid
to the fixing with accuracy its true pofition. By
the refult of all our obfervations, comprehending
152 fets, taken betwcen the 29th of December
1794, and the 16th of January 1795; and 1355
fets taken afterwards between the 28th of Ja-

nuary,

e,
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nuary, and the 16th of February following, the
longitude of the anchorage deduced thus from
306 fets of lunar diftanced-from the fun and ftars,
each fet as ufual containing {ix obfervatiens, ap+
peared to be as follow:

~ The mean of

37 fets on both fides ) before our arrrival by
' : Mr. Whidbey, 272° 547 467

37 ditto ditto Mr. Baker, 273 1 43
37 ditto - ditto Mr. Manby, 273 3 3
38 ditto ditto My Orchard, 273 4 58
'3 ditto  ditto  Myfelf, 273 2 55
32 ditto after our departure Myfelf, 273 8 42
34 ditto.: . _ ditto Mr. Whidbey, 273 10 38
36 .ditto ditto Mr. Baker, 273 14 55
25 ditto ditto Mr. Manby, 272 53 15
27 ditto ditto Mr. Orchard, 273 g1 53

The mean of the whole 306 fets collec-
tively taken, and reduced to the anchorage by
Arnold’s No. 14, according to its-new rate,
thewed the true longitude to be —_ 273 5 34

From this authority, and from feveral fets of
altitudes of the fun carefully taken whilft in the
bay, the errors and rates of the chronometers
were found to be as follow :

Am‘_f)igl’_s No. 14, faft of mean time at Green-
wich at noon on the 27th of January 1795, 5%41' 3720™
And to be gaining per day on mean time .

at the rate of =~ — —_ 20 2
Arnold’s No. 176; falt of mean time at
Greenwich at famie time, - — - 12.11 18 20
And to be gaining per day on mean time; 41 5
' Kendall’s
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Kendall’s faft of mean time -at Greenwich .
" atfume time, + — S— . .10h21f g9t oM
And to be gaining per day on mean ume g 2.1.'“35
" The latitude by twenty meridional aiti- o
tudesof the fun and fea horizon, by the'back
obfervation taken by. fivedifferent obfervers
with different inftruments, and varyiag from; -
5°33"to 5°377 207, fhewed the mean refult '
tobe | — — T = 5oy 12ﬂ

The Iono'ltudc accordmg to thc Montcrrcy
rate was, B

"r' S T ot

By Ampld’s chronometer, ‘No. 14, 273°,36i 407
Ditto | ditto ' 1’76, L 274 47 55
And by Kendan’s, o '._j SR 273 5510

By whlch it appeared that 1\0 14 Was 3v 5”
No. 176, 42" 20 apd Kendall s chronomytcr,
1° 49 35” to ;hc eaﬁward of the true longitude.

The variation of- the compafs by four fets

of azimuths differing from,8° 14/ to 7° 21’
fhewed the mean refult to be v —_ 5f caftwardly.

Thc vcrhcal mclmatxon of the magnctxc nec-
dle,

Markcd End, l\orth F ace Eaﬁ 19° 47

~Ditto - ditto - Weft, 20 17
Ditto South Face Eaft, 19 17
Ditto ditto Weft,© 19 40

Mean jnclination of the north point of
the/i;gnetic dipping needle, 19 45

The rife and fall of the tides were, by the
thore, found to be very confiderable and regular

twice
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twice in the twenty-four hours without any ap-
parent ftream, .and were not in the leaft influ-,
enced by the currents. The night tides appeared
to be the hlghcﬁ:,,dnd were eftimated to rife

nearly ten feet pecpendicularly, though the furf .

was too high to admit of any corre@ meafure-
ment. The time of high water was pretty clearly
afcertained to be about 2b 10’ after thc moon
pafles the méridian, -~ T

Having, as before ftated, put to fea from the
ifland of Cocos, on the evening of the 27th of
January, and having no intention of ftopping
fhort of the ifland of Juan Fernandcz, or fome
port on the coaft of Patagonia, for the purpofc
of again recruiting our water 'a'n'd; ftore of fire-
wood, the thip’s courfe was directed fouthwardly,

but with fo gentle a breeze during the night,

that although we had all fail fet, yet, in the
morning of Wednefday the 28th, the ifland con-
tinued in fight until about nine in the forenoon,
when it bore by compafs N. 30 W., diftant forty-
fix miles ; fhottly after this time we loft fight of

~_it;' not from its being beneath the horizon, but

from its being obfcured by clouds and an hazi-
nefs in the atmofphere. At noon- the obferved
latitude was 4° 43/, the longitude 273° 17'; by

~which it appeared that, fince quitting our an-
chorage, a current had fet us in a direGion

S. 12 E., eighteen miles.  In the afternoon fuch
immenfe
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immenfe fhoals of fith were playing about on the
{furface of the water as to be miftaken at fir(t for
breakers. During the night the wind was very
light from the weftward, and on the following
morning,”Thurfday the 29th, the weather was
calm, with very heavy rain; but in the forenoon,
although the atmofphere continued very gloomy,
we procured the neceflary obfervations to fhew
the latitude to be 3°29/, the longitude 273° 25/,
whence we appeared to have been fet by a cur-
rent 46 miles, in a dire&ion S. 5 E.; a few tur-
tles were this day about the thip, fome of which
were taken. In the afternoon we had a light
breeze variable between the eaft and S.S. E,
with which we ftood to the” fouth-weftward;
the night was nearly calm with very beavy rain,
but the next morning, Friday the 30th, we had
again a fouth-eafterly breeze with fome rain,
which in the forenoon ceafed,-and permitted us
to obferve the latitude at noon to be 2°35', which
was 30’ to the fouth of what was thewn by the
log. With a moderate breeze, varying between
S. by W. and S. E. we ftood on fuch tacks, as
~would enable us to make the beft of our way
to the fouthward, and at noon on Saturday the
311t the obferved latitude was 2°11', the longi-
tude 272° 12/, from which it appeared that the
current during the laft twenty-four hours had
fet us 12 miles to the fouth, and ifrom the 29th
Vor. VL. B ¢ - at

m“l
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at noon 41 miles to the weftward. Since leav-
ing the ifland of Cocos we had obferved many
riplings on the water, and had experienced an
uncomfortable irregular fwell from the fouth-
ward. 'On Sunday the 11t of February the wea-
ther became more pleafant, and the wind at
S.S. E. blew {o fteady a breeze, that I concluded
we had at length reached the regular trade wind.
In the forenoon we paffed by fome fea weed and
drift wood, a cocoa-nut, and a ftick of fugar
cane about nine feet long; all of which, except-

“ing the former, appearcd to have been no great

length of time in the water. The obferved la-
titude at noon was 1°31/, longituae 270° 207;
the former agreed exactly with the log, but by
the latter we appeared to have been fet fince the
preceding noon 10 miles in a weft dire&ion.
The vaft numbers of fith that ftill attended us
afforded us a very profitable amufement, and

‘many birds were ftill about us. The wind

which now hung far fo the fouth, obliged us to
make a much more wefterly courfe than I could

“have withed, as I had entertained hopes of being

able to pafs near enough to the Gallipagos iflands
to have had an opportunity of afcertaining their
true fituation ; but as the wefternmoft of them
are faid to be under the meridian of the ifland of
Uscns, which was now nearly three ‘degrzes to
the caftward of us, the chance of fucceeding in
this

'y
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this expetation was now fo little; that I gave
up every idea of accomplithing that objcct.

- Land was difcovered on Monday forencon to
the W. S. W.; it then appeared to be a very
fmall ifland, which at noon bore by compafs
S. 72 W, eight or nine leagues diftant. As our
obferved latitude was 1° 207, longitude 268°43/,
and the variation of the compafs 8° eaftwardly,

-we appeared to have been fet in the courfc of
the laft twenty-four hours 10 miles to the north,
and 28 miles to the weftward. - The influence
of this current fetting to the W. N.W. was very
perceptible, for although with a light air of wind
during the afternoon our courfe was directed to
the fouth-weftward, yet\{o rapidly were we
driven in the above dire&tion ot the current, that,
at fun-fet, this.ifland bore by compafs S. 46 W,
and another ifland, which had been difcovered
about an hour and an half before, bore, at the
fame time, N. 72 W. During the night we had
a light breeze from the S. S. W., with which we
ftood to the S. E.; but {o far werc we from ftem-
ming the current, that, at day-light on the fol-

- lowing morning, Tuefday the 3d, thc firft of

thefe iflands bore by compafs S. (8 E., diftant fix
leagues, and the fecond V. 17 W., 12 miles dif-
tant. At {uch a rate had we been dsiven by the
current between thefe iflands, that, notwithand-

g we ufed every endeavour to preferve our ita-
02 ) tion
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tion by keeping as the wind veered on the moft
advantageous tacks, yet, at noon, the firft ifland
bore by compafs E. by S., at the diftance of nine
leagues, and the other N.N.E. 1 E,, at the dif-
“tance of 17 miles. In this fituation the obferved
latitude was 1° 28’, longitude 267° 49, by which
the current appeared to have fet us, fince the
= & prcccdingf:da;y' at noon, ten miles to the north,
% and fifty miles to the weftward.
B
=

In paffing between thefe iflands, which lie

. from each other N. 42 W. and S. 42 E,, at the
"diftance of twenty-one miles, we obferved nei-,
ther danger nor obftruion; the fouthernmoft,
which 13 the largeft, did not appear to exceed
four miles in circuit, and the northernmeft about
half a league; the former is fituated in latitude
1° 22’ 30”, and longitude 268°16'. Its north-
weftern fide forms a kind of long faddle hill, the
_northern part of which is higheft in the middle,

" and fhoots out into a low point, which at firft
7. fight was confidered by us to be an iflet, but was
afterwards believed to be united. A fmall peaked
neck or iflet lies off its fouth-weft fide, which,

- like all the other pasts of it, excepting that to-
' wards the north, is compofed of perpendicular
naked rocky cliffs. On the low north-weft part
we faw what we fuppofed to be trees, but we
were by no means certain, for the ifland 1n ge-
neral prefented te us a very dreary and unpro-
' dultive
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du@ive appearance. The northernmoft ifland
_rofe in naked cliffs from the fca, off which are

two iflets, or fmall rocks; that on its eaft fide is

remarkable for its flat table top, and for its be{ng

perforated nearly in the middle. The fituation

of thefe ulands, the eafternmoft being nearly 5°

to the weftward of the meridian of the ifland of

Cocos, gave us at firft reafon to fuppofe them a j
new difcovery, and not a part of the group of the —
Gallipagos, as all the ancient accounts agree in j

placing the Cecos due north from the. weftern= - ¢
moft of that clufter of iflands; but when we R
took into confideration the very rapid currents C B

by which we had been controlled, they eafily

accounted for errors to which other navigators

muft neceflarily have been fubjected, who have , +

not, like ourfclves, been fo well provided with ‘

the means of afcertaining the full effect of their 1
influence ; which had, fince our leaving that
ifland, produced a difagreement of upwards of
two degrees of longitude in our dead reckoning.
The decifion of this point remained, therefore,
to be detcimined by our further progrefs to the
fouth ; for, in the event of the firft or fouthern-
moft, being Wenman’s ifland, and the moft
northern, that cailed Cu]peppcr’s ifland, the

northernmoft of that ‘group of iflands, little doubt .
. was entertained of our meeting with more of
them in purfuing our fou:hern courfe; in doing
’ ' C3 which
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which we were not very expeditious the two
fucceeding days, as the wind between S. S. W.
and S.S.E. was very variable in point of ftrength;
and although we endeavoured to take every ad-
vantage- it afforded, fo little progrefs did we make
-againft the adverfe current, that on the 5th, the
moft fouthern of thefe two iflands was ftill in
fight, and at noon bore by'compafs N. 31 W,
diftant eight or nine leagues. The obferved-la-
titude at this time was 59', longitude 268° 27,
by the dead reckoning 271° 24’; having, in the
laft twenty-four hours, been fet by the current
{even miles to the north, and forty-eight miles
to the weftward. As we were now approach-
ing the equator, and as the fea was tolerably
fmooth, fome further obfervations were made on
the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle,
which fhewed ' | o

The marked end North face Eaﬁ, 7o 8!

Ditto ditto  Weft, 8 3
Ditto South face Eaft, 7 28
Ditto ditto  Weft, 7 18
Mean inclination, —_ 7 28
The variation of the compafs, at -
the fame time, —_ 8 caftwardly.

We advanced fo flowly from thefe iffaﬁds, that
at fun-fet the fouthernmoft of them \iras il
within our view, beari'ng by compafs N. 12 W.
The wind was moftly at S.'S. W. during the

night,
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‘night, with this we ftood to the fouth-eaftward,
and at day-light on Friday morning the OGth,
-difcovered a more extenfive land than the two
-iflands we had juft paflfed, bearing by compafs
from S. 10 E. to S35 E. This land appeared
to be.very lofty, to be at a confiderable diftance
from us, and to be divided into three or more
‘iflands ; but as we approached 1t the lefs elevated
-parts were feen ta be conne&ed, fo that, in the

forenoon, it feemed to be only divided inta two

.portions, and even this diviflon was. rendered
doubttul, as we drew nearet to it, by the low
land rifing to view until aboat noon, when the

whole extended ‘by compafs from S.42 E. to

S. 10 E., with a detached rock S.2W. In this
{ituation the obferved latitude was 28’ north, the
longitude 268°32'; having been fet, in the laf
- twenty-four hours, by the current twenty-fix
miles to the weftward. This, however, appeared
‘to have taken place in the carly part of that day,
as fince our having made the land in the morn-
ing, we had approached it with a light breeze,
without having apparently been influcnced by
any current whatever,

In the afternoon a pleafant brecze {prang up
from -the fouth-weftward, with which we ftood
clofe-hauled in for the land, and before fun-fet
faw very plainly, that what we had for fome
hours before confidered to be two iflands, was all

Q1 chd
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connedted by deprefled land on which was a
‘hummock, that had alfo appeared like a {mall
— . #land ; and beyond this jow land, at a confider-
" able diftance to the fouthward, was feen an ex-.
tenfive lofty table mountain, The land imme-
diately before us formed alfo towards its eaftern
extremity a fimilar table mountain, and towards
its weftern point a very regular {hapcd round
‘mountain, which, though not of equal hclgbt to
the others, was yet of confidsrable clcvauon, and
in this point of view feemed fo defcend with
great uniformity. The eafternmoft; terminating
in alow point with fome {mall hummocks npon
it, at fix in the evening bore by compafs S. 47
‘E.; the wefternmoft, which terminated more
abruptly, S. 13 W.; and the detached rock,
which is {teep, with a flat top, S. 71 W. The
whole of this connected land appeared now ‘to
form an extenfive lofty tra®; and as I had no
intention of ftopping, the object for confideration
was, on which fide we fhould be moft likely to
-make the beft paffage? The fouth-weft wind
‘from its fteadinefs, and the appearance of the
weather, feemed to be fixed in that quarter, and
as we approached the fhore we found a firong
‘  current fetting to windward; I therefore did not
hefitate to ufe our ¢ndeavours to pafs to the weft-
- ward of this ifland, which under all cu'f*um’lances

appeared to me to be the beft plan to purfue. :
We

e .
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We drew in with the ifland until about nine
at night, when we were within about a league
of its fhores, and finding that the windward cur-
rent was -the ftrongeft near to the land, the
night was employed in making fhort trips be-
tween the fhores of the ifland and the flat rock
before mentioned, frequently trying for found-
ings with 100 fathoms of line without fuccefs.
On Saturday the 7th, we were nearly up with the
weftern extremity of the ifland, and as the wea-
ther was fair and pleafant with a very gentle
breeze of wind, I withed, whilft the fhip was
turning up along thore, to acquire fome know-

_ledge of what the country confifted, and for that
purpofe immediately after breakfaft Mr. Whid-

bey, accompanied by Mr. Menzies, was difpatched

with orders to land fomewhere to the fouthward

of the weftern extremity of the land then in

fight, which had been named Cape Berkeley.

The part of the ifland we were now oppofite to,

and that which we were near to the preceding
cvening forming its north-weftern fide, either
thoots out into long, low black points, or termi-
nates in abrupt cliffs of no great height, without
any appearance of affording anchorage or fhelter
for thipping. The furf broke on every part of
the thores with much violence, and the country
wore a very dreary defolate afpedt, being deftitute
of wood. and nearly fo of verdure to a confider-

able

bt
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able diftance from the fea fide, until near the
fummit of the mountains, and particularly on
that which formed. ncarly the north-weftern part
of the iﬂagd; where vegetation, though in no
very flourifhing ftate, had exiftence. '
The obferved latitude ay noon, being then
within four or fivé .miles of its fhores, was 7%/
north, the longitude 268° 291/ in which fitua-
tion the fteep flat rock, called Rodondo rock,

‘bore by compafs N. 26 W.; the eafternmoft part

of the iftand now in fight, N. 78 E., and cape

Berkeley in a linc with more diftant land, fup-

pofed by us to be another ifland, fouth. As we
advanced, the regular round mountain affumed a
more peaked fhape, and defcending with fome
incqualitics, terminated at the north-weft extre-
mity in a low barren rocky point, {ituated accord-
ing to our obfervations in latitude 2’ north,
268° 30’ caft. From it the ffecp flat rock lies
N. 2 W, diftant 12 miles ; and the thores of the -
north-weft fide of the ifland, fo far as we traced
them, took a direction about N, 50 E. {ixteen
miles; the wind for the moft part of the day
continued light and _variable between the weft
and S. \V./,_,bu‘f/with the help of the current
which ftill continued -to run 1in our favour, we

_pa‘.iTéd in the afternoon to the fouth of cape

Berkeley, from whence the thores to the fouth-
ward of that point take a rounding turn to the
caftward,
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eaftward, and thoot out into low rocky poifits.
The interior country exhibited the moft fhatter-
ed, broken, and confufed landfcape I ever beheld,
feemingly as if formed of the mouths of innu-
amerable craters of various heights and diffcrent
fizes. This opinion was confirmed about five
in the afternoon on the return of Mr. Whidbey
and his party, from whom I underftood, that
#@bout two lcagues to the eaft fouth-eaftward of
cape Berkceley, a bay had been difcovered round
a very remarkable hummock, which féeemed
likely to afford tolerably good anchorage and
fhelter from the pi'evailing/wiﬁa;; but as Mr.
Whidbey had little time to fpare, and as the
thores gfforded neither fuel nor freth water, he
was not very particular in this examination, but
endeavoured to gain fome knowledge concerning
the general produ@ions of the country. During
“the fhort time the gentlemen were fo employed
on fhore, thofe remaining in the boat, with only
two hooks and lines, nearly loaded her with ex-
ceedingly fine fith, fufficient for ourfelves, and
fome to fpare for thc Chatham. Our opinion,
that this part of the ifland had been greatly fub-
Je& to volcanic eruptions, appeared by this vifit
to have been well founded; fince it fhould feem,
that it is either indebted for its clevation above
the furface of thc ocean to volcanic powers, or
that at no very remotc period it had been fo pro-

fufcly
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fufely covered with volcanic matter, as to render

its furface incapable of more than the bare exift-
ence of vegetables; as a few only were found to

" be produced in the chafms or broken furface of

the lava, of which the fubftratum of the whole
ifland feemed to be compofed. Inftead of the
different fpecies of turtles which are generally
found in the tropical, or equatorial regions, thefe

~thores, however fingular it may feem, abounded

with that defcription of thofe animals which are
ufually met with in the temperate zones, border-
ing on the arclic and antarétic circles: the pen-
guin and feals alfo, fome of which latter I under-
food were of that tribe which are confidered to
be of the fur kind, were fcen, as likewife fome
guanas and fnakes; thefe, together with a few
birds, of which in point of number the dove bore
the greateft proportion, were what appeared prin-
cipally to compofe the inhabitants of this ifland; -
with which, from its very uncommon appear-
ance, I was very defirous to have become better
acquainted ; but we had now no time to fpare
for fuch an inquiry, nor fhould I indeed have
been able perfonally ta have indulged my curio-
fity, as [ ftill continued to labour under a very
mdifferent ftate of health, which in feveral other
inftances had deprived me of fimilar gratifica-

tions.
At fun-fet the fteep flat rock bore by compafs
“ N.5 W.
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N. 5 W. and the land in fight from N. 56 W.
to S. g E.; the former, _being the north-weft
point of the ifland, and the latter, the land that
was ftated at noon to be in a ling with it, ftill at
a confiderable diftance from us; both of which
feemed to form very projeing points, from
whence the fhores retired far to the eaftward;
but whether only a deep bay was thus formed,
or whether the land was here divided into two
feparate iflands, our diftance was too great to

‘determine.

In the evening the wind frefhened from the
S. S. W. with which we plied to the fouthward,
and having ftill the fiream in our favor, we kept

_ near the thore where the current continued to

be the ftrongeft. At midnight this brecze was
fucceeded by a calm, which lafted until day-light
the next morning, when, with a hght breeze,
and the affiftance of the current, we made fome
progrefs along fhore. As we advanced, land fur-
ther diftant, and apparently detached, was dif-
covered to the S.S. E.; at noon the obferved
latitude was 181 {outh, the longitude 268° 23’ ;
in this fituation we were oppofite to the land
mentioned the preceding day at moon. This
takes a circular form, and thoots into f{everal

fmall low proje@ing points. From the moft.

confpicuous of thefe, called cape Douglas, the
adjacent fhores take on one fide 2 north-eait-

- wardly,
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wardly, and on the other a foutherly, dire&ion.
The above, being the neareft thore, bore by-com-.
pafs N. 78 E. diftant five miles; the fouthern-.
moft part of this land in fight S. 39 E.; the weft
point of the laft-difcovered detached land, which
is named Chriftopher’s point, S. 28 E. ; and cape
Berkeley N. 14 W. The land we were now
abreaft of bore a ftrong refemblance to that feen
the preceding day, equally barren and dreary
towards the fea-fide, but giving nourifhment to
a few fcattered vegetable productions on the
more elevated part, which rofe to a table moun-
tain of confiderable height and magnitude, and
1s the fourth mountain of this table-like form of
which this land is compofcd.

The wind, during the afternoon and night,
blew a gentle breeze from the fouthward, but as
we continued to be aflifted by the current fetting
to windward, we made fome progrefs in that di-
reftion, and were fufficiently to the fouthward
the next morning, Mo*nday the gth, to afcertain
pretty clearly that the laft-difcovered land, now
bearing S. 54 E. diitant nine leagues, was dif-
tind from the fecond difcovered land, or ifland ;
and that its weftern part, Chriftopher’s point, hes

from the fouth poiat of the fecond-difcovered
land, which is called cape Hamond, S. 13 E. at
the diftance of twenty miles.

Thus concluced cur cxamination of thefe

fhores,
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fhores, which proved to be thofe of the Gallipages
iflands. The wind nhow feemed to be {ettled in

the fouth-caftern quarter, blowing a fteady plea-
fant gale ; and as the weather was fine, we were
oncc more flattered with the pieafing hopes of
having at length reached the regular fouth-eaft
trade wind; we therefore made the belt of our
way to the fouth-weftward with all fail fet, and
at noon obferved we were in latitude 4.4/ fouth.
The longithdc by the feveral chronometers, agree-
ably to their rates as afcertained at the ifland of
Cocos, was by Arnold’s No. 14, 2067° 54’ 307

Ditto 176, 267 32 45
Kendall's, 267 52 30

But by the dead reckoning 1t ap-
peared to be - - 27,72 2 o

The variation of the furveying compafs was
8° eaftwardly, and the vertical inclination of the
matine dipping necdle was,

Marked End, North face Eaft, - 29 506/
"~ Ditto  ditto  Weft, - 2 45
Ditto  South face Eaft, - 2 30
Ditto ditto Weft, - 2 30

Mean inclination of the north
point of the marine dipping needle, 2 29

The very exat corrofpondence of the longi-
tude by the chronometers, and which had uni-

formly been the cafe ever fince our departure’

from the ifland of Cocos, induced me to believe,
' that
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that at leaft the relative pofition in point of lon-
gitude of that ifland with thefe would be found
corre®; and I truft, that the means adopted to
afcertain the longitude of the former, will not be

found liable to any material error.

On reference to the relative pofition of the
land to which our attention had been dire&ed
fince the 6th of this month, the delineation of

“its thores from our obfervations, will be found to

bear-a very ftriking refemblance to that of the
wefternmoft of the Gallipagos, as laid down in
Captain Cook’s general chart ; and although the
fituation of Wenman’s ifland does not correétly
agree, yet the correfpondence of the larger por-
tions of the land with the above chart, is doubt-
Yefs a further confirmation of their being the fame
as is therein intended to be reprefented; from
whence I thould fuppofe,* that the firft and third
portions of land feen by us conftituted Albemarle
ifland, and that the fecond was Narborough's
ifland. Thefe names were given by the Buc-
caneers, as alfo that of Rodondo rock to the fteep
flat rock, and Chriftopher’s. point to the weft
point of the third land; and under this perfua-
fion, this is the fouth-weft point of Marlborough
ifland, which is fituated according to our obfer-

* This conjecture was on my return to England fu{iy'cohﬁrmcdr

by the information 1 received in confequence of Captain Colnett’s
vifit to thefe iflands.

3
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vations in latitude 50 fouth, longitude 268° 34/

caft.
From thefe conclufions, all the dﬁjeaé"l_ had
had in view in fteering this fouth-caftwardly
courfe. from Monterrey appeared to have been
accomplifhed ; “fince I had not entertained the
moft diftant intention of ftopping, to make fur-

veys or corre&t examinations of any iflands we -

might fee. But as the fituation of thofe which
were lying not far out of our track had been va-
rioufly reprefented, I anxioufly withed to obtain
fuch information as would place -this matter out
of all difpute for the future; and having been
enabled to effect this purpofe to my fatisfaction,
it was fome recompence for the very irkfome
and tedious paffage we had experienced in con-
fequence of the light baffling winds that had
conftantly attended us after we had paflfed cape
Corientes; fince which time, to our ftation this
day at noon, our progrefs upon an average had
not been more than at the rate of 10 leagues per
day. : :
I fhall now proceed to {ftate, what little more
occurred to my knowledge or obfervation re-
{pe&ing that part of the Gallipagos iflands that
we were now about to leave. The climate ap-
peared to be fingularly temperate for an equato-
rial country. Since our departure from the ifland
of Cocos the mercury in the thermometer had

Vor. VI P feldom
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feldom rifen above 78, and for the three pre-
ceding days it had moftly been between the 74th
and“76th degree; the atmofphere felt light and
exhilaréting, and the wind which came chiefly
from the fouthern quarter was very cool and

refrething. The fhores appeared to be fteep and.

bold, frce from fhoals or hidden dangers; fome
riplings were obferved, which at firft were fup-

pofed to be occafioned by the former, but as

foundings were not gained when we were.in
them, thefe riplings were attributed to the meet-
ing of-currents. The lofty mountains of which
this land is principally compofed, excepting that
which forms its north-weftern part, appeared to
us in general to defcend with rauch regularity
from a nearly flat or table fummit, and to termi-

‘nate at the bafe in projecting points on very low

level land ; fo that, at a diftance, each of thefc
mountains appeared to form a diftin& ifland.
This circumiftance may probably have given rife
to the different ftatements of former vifitors con-
cerning the number of this group of iflands; all
of them however agree in their affording great

. ftores of refrethment in the land and fea turtles,

in an abundance of moft excellent fith of feveral

forts, and in great numbers ‘of wild fowl. Our
having feen but few turtles whilft in the nexgh-
bourhood of thefe iflands, is.no proof that thcfc

animals do not refort thither; for i in’ the fe3 we -

{aw
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faw neither feals nor penguins, yet the thores,

were 1n a manner covered with them ; and in ad-
dition to this, the parts of the coaft that were pre-

fented to our view confifted principallyof a broken, ‘

rugged, rocky fubftance, not eafily acceffible to
the fea “turtle, which moft commenly, and par-

ticularly for the purpofe of depofiting its eggs,.
reforts to fandy beaches. With refpect to fith,’

we had ample proof of their abundance, and of
the eafe with which they are to be taken ; but

' in regard of that great defideratum, frefh water,

fome affert that the iflands afford large ftreams,

and even rivers ; whilft othegg ftate them to pbf—

fefs only ‘a very fcanty pa}zn, or to be nearly

deftitute of it. - This however is but of little im~

portance, as, from their vicinity to the Cocos,
where perpetual {prings feem to water every part
of the ifland, veflels ftanding in need of a fupply,
_may eafily procure a {fufficient quantity for all
purpofes; and fince we faw in their neighbour-
hood many whales which we conceived to be of
the fpermaceti kind, it is not unlikely that thefe
thores may become places of defirable refort to
adventurers engaged in taking thofe animals,

| Notwithftanding that our vifit did not afford an
copportunity” for difcovering the moft eligible
placcs to which veflels mwht repair; it never-
thclcfs, by afcertaining the actual “fituation of
‘the weftern ﬁd\. of the group, has rendered the
P2 tafk
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tatk of procuring fuch information more eafy to

- thofe, who may wifh to benefit by the advan-
tages theft “iflands may be found to farnith,

1 fhall now take my leave of the Gallipagos

iflands, and with them alfo of the North Pacific
Ocean, in which we had P-aﬁ'cd the latt thre

years, - S
"4
CEAP.
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' .CHAPTER.V.

- i

Proceed to the Soutlrward—The Di/&éw@ﬁri@s -

fier. Main-mafi—Scurvy makes its Appearance—
Pafs-the Iflands of Ma/ffafuero and Juan Fernan-
dez—Arrive at Va{para fa—-V 1fit St. Jago, the
tapztal of Chili. - :

N taking our final leave of the 1\orth Pacific
Ocedn, 1 could not avoid feeling fome re-

gre_t in refleting, that although I was convipced
we- had _very effetually delineated its eaftern
fhores, yet that the geography of a very large
portion *of that coaft which gives bounds to its

* weftern limits, ftill remained very imperfeitly,

and indeed almoft intirely, unknown to Euro-

peans. The examination of thefe parts however

had not formed an object of the prefent expedi~ .-

tion; nor could we, without a complete re-
equipment of both veflels in fome eftablithed ar-
fenal, have undertaken a fervice of that nature
with any rcafonable profpect of fuccefs, had it
been within the limits of my commiffion. - The
length of time we had now been abfent from our

native foil, the unpleafant intelligence we had -

P3 : recently
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recently received of the ftate of Europe, and the
g defire we had of adding-our little ftrength to the
ﬁg means adopted for the reftoration of good order

; = and tranquillity at home, all combined te recon-

; . -cile ustoany difappointment which the thirft for

| éxploring or difcovering mew countries might .
have infpired ; and operated to fatisfy our minds
as to the neceflity of making the beft of our way
towards thofe regions, where our fervices in ano-
ther line of duty might pofiibly be more accept-
able to our country.

“Our ‘progrefs however was not equal to our
withes, for by Wédnefday the 11th at noon, we
had only reached thé latitude of 2° 3’ fouth,
when -the vertical inclination of ‘the magnetic
needle was obferved to be, - ,

Marked End, North face Eaft, 0° 40’
Ditto  Ditto ‘Weft, o s0.
Ditto - South faceEaft, o 30
Ditto  Ditto Weft, o 20

Mean inclination of the north point, 0 30

- The variation of the compafs at this time was
7° 45’ eaftwardly. _ ‘

The wind between S. E. and E. S. E. blew a

fteady but very gentle breeze, and although the
-atmofphere was moftly free from clouds, yet the
‘weather was temperate and pleafant; the ther-
‘mometer night and day remaining. between 75
T ' ~ and
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and 76. . On Thurfday the 12th, in the after-

noon, the vertical inchnation of the magnetic

needle was found to be as under;

Marked End, North face Eaft, 1
Ditto Ditto Weft, 1

Ditto: South face Eaft, 1 40

“Ditto  Ditto =~ Weft, 1 17
Mean inclination of the fouth point, 1 32

The vartation of the compafs, 7° 50’ eaftwardly.

The fame light winds with pleafant weather

eontinued until the following day, when, after

about ten hours calm, a breeze fprang up from-
~the S. E. which gradually increafed, and the

next day, Friday the 13th ,gt noon, the latitude
was obferved to be 4° 15’ fouth, longitude 265,
15/. The vertical inclination of the marine dip-
ping needle was as follows:

Marked End,North face Eaft, 5° 37/

Ditto Ditto Weft, 5 32
Ditto South face Eaft, 5 55
Ditto Ditto - Weft, 6 3 -

Mean inclinationof the {fouth point, 5 46

And the variation of the compafs, g° 7' ¢aftwardly.
Since our departure from the Gallipagos iflagds

we had felt the influence of a current fetting to

the weftward, though this did not appear to be

of great ﬁ:rcngth, as the error of the dead reck-

oning in longitude to this fituation in the ocean
'had not increafed more than a degree.

- P4 . The
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The extremely bad failing of the Chatham
had, throughout this voyage, very materially
retarded the pragrefs of our labours, but fince our
laft departare from Monterrey the evil feemed to
have much increafed; and confidering that our
~ operations.to the fouthward might acquire fomc

advancement from. our preceding her, I informed
Mr. Puget, that 1 fhould make the beft of my
way with the Difcovery towards the ifland of
Juan Fernandez ; and in the event of his not
arriving there before our departure, he was pro-
vided with further inftru&ions, which, with fuch
as I might leave for him at that ftation, would
be fufficient. for his future government. _After
having made thefe neceflary arrangements, we
made all fail in the Difcovery with a pleafant
ﬁ;:ady gale from the S. S. E. Many oceanic
birds and numbers of fith ftill attended us, and
we werc now and then fortunate 1n taking fome
of the latter. By the evening the Chatham was
" a confiderable diftance aftern, and by the next
forenoon, Monday the 10th, intirely out of fight
from the maft-head ; {o that the diftance we had
cained of her in twenty-four hours could not
be much thort of five lcagues.
. Our progrefs now was not only very expeditious,
but very picafant; the wind blew a fteady gale
between E. S. E. and S.S. £ ; the fea abounded
with a great variety of fith, and was femarkab]y
o - {inooth;
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{mooth; the weether, alternately clearand cloudy,
- with fome flight thowers of rain, was very tem-
perate and agrecable, the thermometer ftanding
between 75 and 77. On Saturday in fouth la-
titude 12° 43/, longitude by

"Arnold’s No. 14, - 255° 3¢
176, - - 255 0O
Kendall’s, - 254 54

And by the dead reckoning, continued from the
ifland-of Cocos, 260° 32'. . '
In this fituation.the vertical mclmatlon of the
magnetic ncedle was,
Marked End, North face Eaft, 23 5’
Ditto Ditto Weft, 23 50

Ditto South face Eaft, 23 38
Ditto Ditto Weft, 23 183
Mean inclination of the fouth point, 23 23

The variation of the compafs, 4° 55 caftwardly.

As we advanced the wind decreafed in its force,

and gradually inclined to the caitward and north-
ward of eaft, with nearly the fame plcafant wea-
ther.  On Thurfday the 26th, in latitude 19°

, longitude 253° 45, the vertical inclination
of the magnetic needle was found to be,

Marked End, North face Eaft, 36° 20
Datto Ditto Weft, 3
Ditto South face Eaft, 3
Ditto Ditto Weft, 35 15

~ Mean inclination of the fouth point, 35 49
Variation of the compafs, 24° 5 eaftw ardly.
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The trade wind during the two fucceeding
days was light and variable in the eaftern quarter, -
and on Sunday the ift of March we feemed to
have reached the variable winds, having a freth
breeze, attended with a very heavy fwell from
the north-weftward. The obferved latitude at
noon was 23° 24, longitude by

- Arnold’s No. 14, - 255° &
176, - 254 52
Kendall’s, - 254 53

And by the dead reckoning, 260 25

The variation of the compafs was 4° eaft-
wardly. In the afternoon we again reached the
temperate zone; and notwithftanding that fince
our departure from the Gallipagos iflands we had
p‘aﬂ’ed under a vertical fun, the height of the
mercury in the thermometer had at no time ex-
cceded 77 degrees. , '

The north-weft wind continued with fair
pleafant weather until the evening of Monday the
2d, when it veered to'the north, and became
light and variable between the N. N. E. and
E.N.E. On Wednefday the 4th, in latitude
26° 45', longitude by Arnold’s No. 14, 258° 3¢/,
we paffed fome drift wood, and we had many
birds and fithes about the fhip. Some good lunar
obfervations had been lately procured by fome of
the officers, which fhewed the longitude to be
about 5’ to the weftward of Arnold’s No. 14,

18’
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18’ to the eaftward of No. 176, and 3’ to the eaft-
ward of Kendall’s chronometer; the dead reck-
oning at the fame time fhewing 26-4° 10’; the
variation was -4° eaftwardly, and the thermometer
from 73 to 75.

- From this time our progrefs was much retarded
by the wind being adverfe, and varying between
fouth and E.S. E.; the weather however con-
tinued fair and pleafant until the morning of
Sunday the 8th, when the breeze frefhened, at-
tended by fome thowers and fmart {qualls; in one
of thefe, the heavieft wehadexperiencedfor a great
length of time, the head of the mainmaft was
difcovered to have been very badly fprung, about
five feet below the rigging and about feven feet
above, and oppofite to its former defective part.
The fails on the mainmaft were immediately
taken in, and on further examination of the
wound, the head of the maft was feen to be in a
very weak and fhattered condition. No time
was loft in relieving it of its weight, by gettihg
every thing down upon deck that was above the
top, and the carpenters were immediately em-
ployed in preparing two anchor ftocks as fifkes to

"fupport the maft-head. At noon the obferved

latitude was 8°, the longifude 259° 32'; the va-
riation of the compafs 5° 3’ eafterly, and the
thermometer from 70” to 72°. The weather
was tolerably faverahje for applying fuch remedies
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to the defect in the maft as we poflefled ; and
on Monday afternoon, the gth, it being as well
fecured as was in our power, the mizentop-maft
was fubftituted for a maintop-matft, that being as

. much as the weak ftate of the lower maft was

capable of fuftaining, and the maintop-gallant-
mait was got up for a mizen-top-maft. By this
unfortunate accident our quantity of canvas was

" {o reduced, that our progrefs towards the ap-

pointed rendezvous was rendered very flow ; we
however made the beft of our way, with winds

very variable both in refpe& to force and direc~

tion, though generally attended with moderate

pleafant weather.

Withaut the occurrence of any circumftance
werthy of recital, we paflcd on until Saturday the
14th, when we found ourfclves in latitude 33°13/,
longitude 202° 43°, and variation 4° eaftwardly.
At this time, to my utter aftonifhment and fur-

prize, I was given to underftand from Mr. Men- -

zies that the fea fcurvy had made its appearance
amongit fome of the crew. This was a circum-
ftance for which it was not cafy to account.
The high ftate of health which cvery individual
on board the thip (my{elf excepted) had appeared
to enjoy for fome months before, and the re-
frelaments we had been conftantly in the habit
of procuring fince our arrival at Monterrey, to-
gether with the very pleafant weather that had

~ attended
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attended us fince that period, all confpired to
render the caufe of this unfortunate malady the
more inexplicable, efpecially as there had not
been the fmalleft abatement or relaxation in the
meafures I had adopted at the commencement of
our voyage; but on the contrary, the moft rigid
obfervance had been paid to all thofe circum-
ftances, which had been proved from experience
to be the happy and effe¢tual means of preferv-

ing that moft valuable of all bleffings, health. -

All thefe precautions and falutary meafures on
this occafion feemed to have loft their effect;for
the number of our fcorbutic invalids increafed,
and with them alfo my folicitude, which may
probably be more eafy to imagine than to de-
fcribe.  The baneful effects whmh feldom fail
to be confequent on this dxfordcr at fea, filled
my mind with apprehenfions for the fafety of
our patients ; and having prcfumed that we had
at length profited fo much by the experience and
1ndcfat1°'able labours of that renowned navxgator
Captain Cook, as that by due attention we could
on a certainty protect feafarmg people from the
fatal confequences hitherto infeparable, under
fimilar circumitances, from this malignant dif-
order, the difappointment which I felt on this
occafion was inexpreflible. This was the fecond
inflance in which it had appeared during the

voyage.
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voyage. The firlt was on our pafiage from Nootka
to the Spanifh fettlements in New Albion ; but
I was then in fome meafure able to account for,
its appearancé, our pcople having been for many.
of the preceding months expofed in a very ar-
duous and fatiguing fervice to moft inclement
weather, with only the very fmall portion of re-
frethments we were cnabled to procure during
that time. Thefe reafons did not now exift,
and I remained in the greateﬁ uncertainty con-
cerning the caufe of its origin, until at length it
appeared to have been derived -from a {ource
from whence I leaft expeéed 1t : namcly, from a
difobedicnce of my pofitive injunctions and orders
on the part of the cook, who had been ftndly
forbidden on any account whatever to allow the
fkimmings of the boiling falted meat to be eaten
by the people. Of this difobedience, the fhip’s
cook, a {teady, grave, and valuable man, came
aft on the quarter deck, and made a voluntary

confeffion ; and ftated, that he had not only

acted in <ire& oppofition to my rcpeated injunc-
tions in the prefent inftance, but alfo on the
former occafion; though he had not been in-
duced at any other time during the voyage, by
the importunities of the people, to tranf‘frcfs‘,' in.
giving to the crew the fkimmings of the boilers
to mix with thth pulfe, which at both thofe
times,

é‘k_.,lw;:ﬂﬁ—»—v”t-v Pl Rl Wy = < g
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times, but particularly the prefent, they had
been able to procure in great abundance from
their Spanifh friends. -

On his examination it appeared that he had
been lefs {cfupulous in complying with the de-
mands of the people, in confequence of argu-
ments that had been frequently urged and fup-
ported by fome on.board, who feemed to be ac-
quainted with the opinions of the prefident of
the Royal Society, and who {tated, that #e con-
ceived that pulfe with any kind of greafe was
not only a wholefome food, but alfo very anti-
{corbutic.

When the great inﬁpidity of peas or beans
alone, without the aid of butter, or other quali-
fying material, s taken into confideration, it is
not much to be wondered at that a deviation
from reftri@ive rules in thofc refpedts thould have
taken place, with people fo totally indifferent
and carelefs of themfelves as are the generality of
fcamen The very unreferved and feeling man-
ner in which the cook acknowledged his tranf-
greffion, and the cont_rmon he thewed for hav-
ing thus departed from h‘is duty, mntitled him to
my full fordncncfs ; on which he earneftly af-
fured me, that he would in future attend ftrictly
to my directions, and I had reafon to believe that
he performed his promife. The cook’s name
was John Brown, which I fecl a fatisfa@®ion in

- recording,

e
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rccmdim' from his ha\mg beeen the means of
cﬁ:abhfhmc a fact of fo much importance to ma-
ritime perfons, by the two experiments which
his honefty compelled him to makc known, at
the rifk of a punifhment for difobedience of
orders.

All our antifeptics were reforted to, but they
did not feem to a& fo well as on the former occa-
fion; and fince the number of {corbutic patients
increafed daily, I'had reafon to believe that the’
pernicious indulgence which had produced the

dlfcafu, had been a very gencral practice amongﬁ Lo

" the crew.

With the wind blowmo' a f’ceady gale, cb1cﬂy
between N.N.E. and N. W., attended with
fair and pleafant weather, we made as much pro-
grefs as could well be expected in our crippled
condition. . In the courfe of the preceding weck
we procured feveral very good lunar obfcrvations
for the longitude, which, when reduced by Ar-
nold’s No. 14 to Wednefday the 18th at noon,
fhewed their refults to be as follow :

The mean of 31 fetstaken by Mr. Whidbey, 273°25/ 557

Ditto 18 ditto  Mr. Baker; 273 36 48
Diito 30 ditto  Mr. Swaine, 273 32 30
Ditto 37 ditto  Mr..Manby, 273 13 37
Ditto 30 ditto  Mr. Orchard, 273 17 44

The mean of the whole 136 fets collettively
taken thewed what I confidered ‘he true, or

neazly the true longitude, to be - 273 25 30
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By Arnold’s chronometer No. 14, the longxtude
. was - . - 273° 5" 30"
176 ditto - 272 7
Kendall’s, ditto - ditto 273 17.45

~ From thefe ftatements it thould feem, that the
chronometers were at this time materially gain-
- ing on the rate now allowed. The ‘dead reck-
onirig' thewed 280° 1/, The obferved latitude
was 33° 50/ fouth, and the variation of the com-
pafs g° 15’ eaftwardly.

At day-light in the mormng a ftrange fail had
been dxfcovered at a great diftance aftern, or ra-
ther upon our weather quarter; the. was foor
found to be drawing up to us,” although we
had all the fail fet that we were able to carry;
and as The appeared to be a brig, little doubt was
entertained of her being the Chatham; the opi-
nion of her being our confort was confirmed
‘about four in the afternoon by her anfwering the
private fignal, and as the had now evidently the
advantage of us in'point of failing, we did not
fhorten fail, but left her to overtake us ; which
however was fiot effeced until about nine o "clock
on Friday forenoon the 20th, when Mr. Puget

came’ on board, and I had the p]eafurc to under-

ftand from hxm, that, like ourfelvcs, they had
had very fine weather ever fince our feparation ;
and that on the, 2d of March he had met with a
large Spamfh merchant ﬂup named the Rofalie,

VOL. VI Q * Antonio
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Antonio Jofeph Valaro, mafter, laden with cocoa
and jefuit's bark from Guayaquil, and bound
round cape Horn to Rio de la Plata, and from
thence to Cadiz ; having quitted the former place
on the 20th of the preceding January. The
commander of this vefle] mentioned the lofs of -
the ih‘ip.Edwé.rd of London, which had been
unfortunately caft away at a place called Man-

quiva, and that feveral other Britifh veflels, which
had been very fuccefsfully employed in the fouth-
ern whale fithery, had vifited different ports on

- the coaft of Pcru and Chili, where they had been

well. received ; and that the Englith were in
high eftimation in thofe countrics. From this
gentleman Mr. Puget became informed, that the
anchorage at Juan Fernandez was confidered as

very bad and greatly expofed ;- that a Spanifh

sfrigat’e had lately been loft there ; and that the

ifland afforded but very few refrefhments. On
thefe accounts he ﬁromﬂy recommended, that in
cafe the Chatham ftood in need of any ‘articles
of naval ftores, tha’e fhe Thould repair to the port '

- of Valparaifo, as bemg the moft likely place on
~ the coatt of Chili for procuring fuch fupplies.

After Mr. Puget had obtained this information,
and exchanged with Sen® Valaro fome mutual,

‘though trivial marks of civility, they parted, and
each veflel. purfued her courfc. with a plcaﬁmt

galc at E N.E, thch cnabled thc Chatham
‘the.
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the next morning to crofs the fouthern tropic in
the longitude of 257° 40/, about a degree and a
half to the eaftward of our track acrofs that line,
-about forty hours before them. The winds had
permitted the Chatham to fteer a more eafterly

~ courfe than we 'had"been enabled to do, which, .
-with our reduced rate of failing, had contributed

" to form this early junction, and had obtained me a
great degree of fatisfa&tion, as it had rendered our

~ ftopping at Juan Fernandez intirely unneceffary. .
The very unferviceable and damaged flate of -

our mainmaft demanded, that we fhould without
- delay-repair to fome port more eligible than this
ifland was likely to prove for adminiftering to

our neceffities, efpecially as the head of the maft, - -

in addition to the former accident, had upon a
more minute furvey been found to be very rotten.

" A defe& of fo ferious a nature, admitting of no -
delay in the application of the moft effettual re-* ~

medy, left no doubt in.my. mind refpeting the
meafures that it would .be moft defirable to pur-

" fue for the accomplithment of that objed.

In confequence of the ftrong injuncions con-
tained in_my inftru&ions, not to vifit any of the
Spanifh {ettlements on this coaft, excepting in
~ the event of the moft abfolute neceflity, I deemed

it expedient to fubmit to Mr. Puget, and the

principal officers of the Difcovery, the ftatc and = -

,condmon of the maft from the carpenters Wnttcn
Q2 . report,
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report, together with that part of my fecret in-
* ftrutions relative to the matter in ‘queftion.

Thefe having been maturely. taken into their
confideration, they were unanimoufly of 'op'mion,
‘that for the good of His Majefty’s fervice in-
trufted to my care and execution, and for the
prc;fervatwn of His Majefty’s fhip, it was indi~
penfibly neceflary that the Difcovery fhould im-
'mediately repair to the neareft port, for the pur-
pofe of procuring a new mainmaft; fince the-
difabled one, with every repair that it was pof=
fible to give it, would ftill'be very inadequate to
the fetvice that might be demanded of it in thofe

 boifterous feas, which at this f€afon of the year

A

we muft neceﬁ'anly cxpect to encounter in paf-
fing round cape Horn. .

The port of. Valparalfo fcemmg to be the moft
likely to fupply our wants, and being the neareft
to us, our courfe was directed thither w1th a

‘freth northerly breeze, and fair and pleafant. Wea-

ther. At noon the obfcrved latitude -was 33° 55’
fouth, the longitude by . .
Arnold’s chronomctcr, No. 14, 2770 ?;6’- :
PR 176, 276 31
Kendall's. = ditto -~ + . 277 32.
. And by the: dead reckoning, . 284 19
And the vanatxon’ of the compafs was 10° caft-

.crly AR _
About four o'clock im the aftemoon the rﬂand
) .of
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of :Maflafuero was feen bearing. by -compafs
E.N.E., 11 or 12 Ieagué's diftant. . The wind
at.this time blowmg a freth breeze rather to eaft-

ward: of, north our courfe was dlrected to the .
,louthward of .this ifland; but from its diftance,
and-the approach of. mO'ht, we were unablc ‘to

fee much of it. At midnight- we were paﬁing
w1th1n about 4. leagues. of its fouthern ﬁde, its
centre thcn bcanng by compafs N.15W.. The
latitude_of the. thip by the log fince noon was at,
this time 34° 3 fouth, the longitude by Arnold’s
No. 14, accordmg to the laft rate was 278° 56/,

and by the lunar obfcrvamons brought forward
by No. 14 allowmg thc fame rate, 279° 17’; but
asthe, ,chronometcrs were ev1dently gaining, and
that very materially, the true longitude . of this
11:land was deduced: from fubfequent obfervations,

‘which thewed its.centre to be in 279°26’ eaft.

Its latitude- from the preceding and. following
days pbfervation§; which with the fhip’s vruri
agreed exceedingly- well together, was 33°4¢f
fouth. This ifland did not appear to exceed three
leagues .in circuit: its furface is hilly, rugged,
and uneven, and it appeared to terminate ab-
ruptly.in rocky cliffs at the water’s edge. Dur-
ing the.night we had a frefh breeze with fome
fqualls, which continued the next morning, Sun-
day the 21ft, when the jury maintop-fail yard
was carried away ; not in confequence of a prefs

Q3 of
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of fail, but like many others of our materials,
from being quite worn out and rotten.: ‘This

. was immediately replaced with another, of whofe

ﬁrength and qualitieswe had not a muclr better
opinion. At about ten in the forenoon the ifland
of Juan Fernandez was feen bearing by compafs
N.6o E. The latitude was thewn by obferva-
tions at noon to be 33° 56’ fouth, longitude by
Arnold s No. 14, - 280° 16/ 307
176, - 279 18
Kc%all's, 280 15

By the laft lunar obfervations
brought forwatd by No. 14, = 280 37 30

And by the dead reckoning, 286 51

The variation of the compafs at this time 13°
eaftwardly. .

We had fenfibly felt the influence of a current
during the laft two days, fetting to the eaftward
at the rate of ten miles per day. In this fitua-
tion the fouth-weft point of Juan Fernandez, or
rather what we fuppofed to be Goat ifland, bore
by compafs N. 39 E., at the diftance of 18 miles.
In the afternoon we pafled the fouthern fide of
Juan Fernandez, at the diftance of about 14
miles, which was too indiftinétly feen to attempt

" any delineation of its fhores. Its fouth-weft point

appeared by our calculations to be fituated in la-

"7 titude 33° 45’ fouth, and longitude: corre&ted by

fubfequent obfcrvatlons, 281° 8’ 47" eaft. Its
: afpet
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afpe&in this point of view was not very inviting; g
the point terminates in a high fteep bluff, its
eaftern part feemed to be lefs elevated, and the ¥
‘whole.compofed a group of broken irregular hills,
forming a\ltogcthcr as rude and grotefque a fcene i

as the imagination can well fancy.

The wind feeming now fo be fixed in the
northern quarter, and being to the fouthward of
our port, our courfe was directed to regain the
paraliel of its latitude ; this was accomplifhed by
Monday noon, being then by obfervation in lati<
tude 32° 55' fouth, true longitude 285° 30/; the
wind was ftill at N. N. W,, with fair and plea-
fant weather; the thermometer from 66 to 638, -
and the variation of the compafs 13°42' eaft-
wardly. Having now got to the northward of el
Valparaifo, our courfe was fo ordered as to pre-
ferve that fituation. This however proved to be
a very unneceflary precaution, as towards mid-
night, in latitude 32° 51/, the wind, after becom-
ing light and variable, was fuccceded by a freth
breeze at fouth, that feemed to be equally fteady
and fixed in its dire&ion as the northerly wind
had been before ; fo that we had now again to
-haul to the fouthward, in order that we might
keep to windward of our port,

On Tuefday forenoon, the 234th, we gained a
diftant view of the lofty coaft of Chili to the
caftward. The obferved latitude at noon was .

Q 4 32e 53" B
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320 53/ {fouth. - The.land -at this . time was. too
far off to diftinguith any of its_particular parts.
The wind blew frefh from the fouth, with which
we made great.progrefs towards the land, and by
fun-fet the thores were diftinctly feen. to extend

by compafs from N. 50 E, to S. 68 E., about .10

leagues diftant.” -In this point of view the fea
coaft appeared to be compofed of hills of: various
fhapes and fizes confiderably- elevated; behind
thefe the integor country rofe to a very lofty
range of ftupendous mountains wrapped in per-
petual fnow. Thefe were the Andes, and: when
firft feen, which was fhortly after noon, were
at the diftance, I thould imagine,:of nearly: 40
leagues ; but we had not an opportunity of mak=~
ing the neceffary obfervations for afcertaining
that fact. 'We continued to ftand in thore until
ten at night, when, concluding we were within
three 0r-four*leagﬁcs of the land, we tacked and
ftood to the W. S. W. under as much fail as we
could venture to carry, for the purpofe of fetch
ing, if poffible, to windward of Valparaifo. -
At two o'clock on Wednefday morning the
25th, we again ftood in for the land, which was
very indiftindly feen, owing to a denfe haze in
which it was enveloped. . The wind at S. S. E.
wag light, and it was not until about ten in the

forenoon that we were in with the thores; on -

which there was no one circumftance that could
- indicate
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indicate our being in the nighbourhood of Val-
paraifo; nor point out whether we were to the
north or fouth of that port, excepting our own
reckoning; which fhewed it to be in the former
direction. ‘I did not think it prudent in our crip-
pled fituation to nfk a difappointment, and for
that-reafon we ftood off fhore until an obferva-
tion for the latitude could be procured ; which
by the help of a double altitude, was accomplithed
about eleven o'clock, when we bore away in la-
titude 33°10" fouth, for a point not far diftant
from the place where we expeéted to find the
bay of Valparaifo. At noon the above point,
which was the moft northern part of the coaft
in {ight, and appearing like 4 fmall rocky ifland,
lying clofe to.a low or moderately elevated pro-
jecting point of land, and terminating at the fea-
fide in a round hummock like a bell, bore by
compafs N. 43 E.; a rugged rocky iflet lying
clofe to the main land, near the fouth point of a
fmall fandy bay, being the neareft thore, N. 64E.,
two or three miles diftant; and the fouthernmoft
part of the coaft in fight, S. E. by S.

 The view we had thus gained of the coafts of
the kingdom of Chili prefented but little to at-

“tra¢t the attention, or cxcite the curiofity, of

ftrangers. Thofc parts immediately on the fea
thore were compofed of rude cliffs and rocky pre-
cipices, againft which the weftern {well broke
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234 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [MARCH,
‘y\'ith unremitting violence. Above thefe chffs
the country was varioufly brokew by irregular
eminences, fome formed of naked barren rocks,
and others confifting of a reddifh fubftance almoft
. equally unprodu&ive, on which fome verdure
appeared here and there, with a few ftunted
A fhrubs and buthes, fome of which were at great
K diftances from each other; but notfiing kike a
tree was to be feen, and the landfcape, bounded

L by the frozen fummits of the lofty Andes tower-
% ing above the lower barren mountains that de-
’? fcend from them towards the fea coaft, exhibited
éfl an extremely dreary, defolate, and inhofpitable -
xt pi&ure. . |
f; As we proceeded, a low fteep bluff point of
& land, beyond that which terminated our north-
crn view of the coaft at noon, was now feen
% - lying in a dire¢ion from it, N. 51 E. about three

B4 leagucs diftant, and which proved to be the weft-
ern point of entrance into Valparaifo bay.
Our attention was now dircéted in queft of
‘ the ¢ great rock or fmall ifland” defcribed by
' Sir Richard Hawkins in 1593, as lying ¢“a league
B ¢ or better to the fouth of, and a good mark and
<« fure fign of, the port.” At firft ] wasata
lofs to difcover which of the two noticed at
noon was Sir Richard’s rock, as both are much
further from the bay of -Valparaifo than he de-

: {cribes them to be; but as we advanced, I had no
0 - o doubt
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doubt of the moft northern being the  great
“ rock or fmall ifland.” This lies upwards of
three leagues, in a direction S. 51.W. from the
point of Angels, which is the weft point of Val-
paraifo bay; and is rendered ftill more confpi-
cuous. for pointing out the port, by being fituated
clofe to a very proje&ing point called by the
Spaniards P* Quraumilla, from whence the fhores
of the main land to the fouthward take a direc-
tion fome degrees to the eaftward of fouth, and
thofe to the northward, as before ftated, towards
Valparaifo. It is alfo the fouth-weftern point
of a fpacious open bay bounded by a fandy beach,
where anchorage might probably be found, but
which ‘muft be much expofed; and as feveral
rocks were obferved lying at a very little diftance
from the thore, the chance is that the bottom
may be compofed of the fame materials. On
the north-eaft fide of this bay a houfe and fome
{maller habitations near it were feen, and the
country in its neighbourhood appeared to be lefs
fteril and forbidding than thofe parts to which

gwe were oppofite in the morning. Its furface,

though unequal, was lefs broken; and although
1t could not boaft of a luxuriant vegetation, yet
the naked, rugged precipices, that formed a bar-
rier againft the ocean on each fide of the bay,
were no longer the general chara&eriftic of the
interior country, which prefented a furface of

: ' fome
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fome foil, on whofe withered hcr’bagé"‘both"ﬁocks
of fheep, and. herds 'of cattle were fecn- @q@mu
on the fidesof the hillss~ -+ -~ T

-Along thefe fhores; which fecmed to be bold,
we paﬁud at the diftance of from half -a mile to
half a league, without difcovering any :danger
which is not fufficiently confpicuous: to. ‘be
avoided ; and, with the affiftance of ‘a fine fouth-
erly breeze, by two in the aftcrnoon we were
abreaft of the point of Angels, off which fome
rocks cxtend.to the diftance of about half-a

cable’s length. . Thefe we pafled at about twice
that diftance, without gaming foundings. In

fuiling round this point, the country fuddenly
opened upon us, and prefented a feene to which

we bad long been intire ftrangers; the whole of

the bay was now exhibited to our view termi-
nated by a fandy beach; near the upper margin
of which, and on the fides of the adjacent hills
was feen the town of Valparaifo; and although
from its fituation it could not bodft of much
pleafantnefs, yet in this point of view it appeared
to be neat, of confiderable extent, and built with
regularity’; the churches rofe above the other
buildings, and the_whole being defended by fe-
veral forts, all:confpired- at once to announce,
that we ‘weré ‘again approaching towards the
civilized world. '

In the bay and ncar to the fhore rode fevcra!
{ail

— i

.-
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{ail of merchant fhips, cngaged in their refpeive -
‘occupations; to.and from which boats were paf-:

fing’ and re-paffing to the fhore, where a very
lively fcene was exhibited of men and cattle;
the whole exhibiting that fort of commercial 1n-
tercourfe between -diftant countries, that the arts
and civilization can alone carry into effe&t. This
plcaﬁn profpe& of at length drawing towards
our native country, after fo long an abfence
amongft the rude, yet hofpitable; nattons of the.
carth, was however not unmmixed with forebod-
ings of a painful nature, left the intelligence re-
fpecting the diftracted ftate of Europe, which we
had but too much reafon to apprchend would
meet us on vifiting thefe fhores, fhould be of a
more melancholy complexion than we had an-
txcrpated

The wind from the fouthward blowmo‘ di-

retly. out of the bay, cbliged us to make fomeé
trips for the purpofe of reaching a proper fitua-
tion for anchoring, which was accomplifhied
about three o’clock in 10 fathoms water, muddy
bottom. . -

An officer was immediately. difpatched to in-

form the governor of eur arrival, of the occafion
of our vifit, and of the affifftance we required.

A 1bip that had been feen in the offing in the

morning -anchored foon after us, and, together.

with the .lecovery and Chatham, made ten fail |
: of

. "‘m! I'

AR vt e

PR




e W B B Wi o 0 -

} - 238 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY  [MARCH,

of veflels riding in the bay; of thefe five thips
and two brigs were Spanifh merchantmen, and
the other the Lightning of Briftol, a South-fea
' ‘ whaler, commanded by a Mr. Cook; from whom
we -received little encouragement to hope for
fuch a reception at Valparaifo, as we confidered
we had a right to expe&, or as our {ituation de-
manded. Soon after we had anchored, however,
and during the abfence of Mr. Manby, who was-_
the officer fent to the governor, a Spanith officer }
" came on board with congratulations on our ar- -
rival from Sen’ Don Lewis Alava, .a colonel in
the army, governor of this port, and brother to
our friend of that name at Monterrey:

ey
/

&
5% . This mefluge was accompanied by the ftrongeft
%}; . affurances on the part of the governer of afford-

ing us every affiftance that we might require, and
which might be in his pow¢r to beftow; and with
hopes that he fhould foon have the pleafure of
(feeing myfelf and officers on fhore, where we
might depend upon receiving every civility; ad-
ding, that the time we might remain at Valpa-
raifo fhould pafs as agreeably as it wasin the
“power of himfelf and the inhabitantsof the town
to render 1t.
It was not eafy to rcconcxletwo rcports fo wery
oppofite, though I did not hefitate to give mare
¥ _ credit to the latter than to the former,-efpecially:
= as our firft impreflions were received from one
not
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not perfe@ly fober. Had I entertained any o
doubts, my fufpenfe would not have been of long
duration, for on the return of Mr. Manby. every
thing the Spanifh officer had ftated was con-

. firmed; and we now underftood, that if thofe
on board the Lightning laboured under any un-
comfortable reftri¢tions impofed by the governor,
it'was to be attributed folely to their own indif-
cretion and improper condu&, which had ren-
dered fuch meafures on the part of the command-
ing officer indifpenfibly neceflary for tbc prefer-
vation of good order. ,

Mr. Manby informed me that Sent Alava had
ftated to him, that notwithftanding he did rot
entertain the leaft doubt that Don Ambrofio
Higgins de Vallenar, the prefident and captain
general of the kingdom of Chili, would confirm

%:&@@m-égﬁ@'f"‘

i

neceffary, before any material operations thould
take place, to obtain his cxcellency’s. fanétion
and approbation for their being carried into effe&.
For this purpofe he thould difpatch a. courier
that evening to the capital, St. Jago de Chili, the
refidence of the Prefident, and where he now
was, and he hoped it would be convenient to me
to make fome communication to his excellency
by the fame conveyance;-on the fubject of our
vifit, and the fuccours we required. - ’ B S

\thh this requeft of the governor’s I inftantly “"

’ complied; f s
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complied ; the meflenger was then difpatched,
and we were given to underftand that a reply
; might be expected on the Saturday or'Sunday
following; in the mean time there was no re-

ftraint on the officers vifiting the town; the
: anarkets were open to us to obtain fuch- imme-
: )  diate refrefhments ‘as ‘we might require ; -and. we
were equally at liberty to recruit our ftock of
water and of fuel.

E‘f - On thefe agreeable communications bemg
- made, the ‘garrifon was faluted with thirteen
f»ﬁi . guns, and ou-this compliment being equally re-
;E[ turned, I-waited upon the governor, whilft the
4 veflels were mooring by the bower anchors i a
s . N.N.E. and S.S. W. dire@ion, a cable each ~
% ; : way ; the fouthern anchor in ten fathoms, the

northern in fixteen fathoms water, on a bottom

3 of {tiff muddy clay. The point of Angels bear-

} ing by compafs N. 35-W. diftant about a mile;

¢ the faluting fort on the weftern fide of the bay,
N. 53 W. about half that ditance; the gover-
nor’s houft in another fort, S. 86 W. about three
cables ‘diftant; a rocky point running off from
the town, being the neareft thore, S. 7 W. one
cable” and a half diftant; a redoubt on "a "hill,
S.5E.; a confpxcuous white church in the vil-
lage of Almandrel, S. 65 E.; the eafternmoft fort,
N. 83 E.; a remarkably lofty, rugged, fnowy
mountain, terminating partly in a flat, and-partly

in
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in a peaked fummit, being a part of “the Andes,
N. 61 E.; the eaft point of the bay, N. 57 E.
about a league diftant; a more diftant point, N.
17 E. three leagues off; and the northernmoft
part of the coaft in fight, N. 6 W.

On Thurfday morning the 26th, gbcompanied
by Mr. Puget and feveral of the officers of both
veflels, I paid my formal vifit to govcrno'r Alava,
and had the pleafure of receiving cvery mark of
polite and hofpitable attention from him/,”/vaith”
repeated affurances that nothing fhould be want-
ing on his part to relieve our wants, or to render
Valparaifo as pleafant and agreeable to us as.its
circumftances would allow. Thefe ceremonics
being concluded we returned to the veflels, where.
our vifit was fhortly repaid by the governor, at-

_tended by moft of the principal officers and in-
habitants of the town ; and on their coming on
board they were faluted with thirteen guns.
From all thefe gentlemen we received the moft

‘prefling intreaties to vifit their families; which
civilities we did not fail to accept, exprefling our
thanks for the .cordiality with which they had
been fo obligingly made. ,

The day was pleafantly {pent amongr(’c our new
acquaintance, who readily affifted me in makmg
arrangements for procuring a fupply of the abun-
dant refrefhments which this- luxuriant country Lo ' *

Vor. VL. . R ~afforded. '
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afforded. "In doing this, my firft care and prin-
cipal obje was, immediately to ‘adopt the moft ]
efficacious meafures that could be devifed, for
eradicating the inveterate fcorbutic diforder
which now prevailed, and Whic}_x had greatly in- 1A
creafed amongft the crews of both veffels. The
number of fcorbutic patients rendered incapable
of attending to their duty on board the Difcovery,
amounted to feventeen. On board the Chatham
their number was not {o great, though the dif-
eafe was miaking a rapid progrefs; and I learned
from Mr. Puget, that on his making inquiry into
the caufe of it, he had found that the fame
pernicious pra&ice had been mdulgcd m on board
the Chatham, which had taken place on board
: the Difcovery during our late long and tedious
i paffage, that of permitting the fat tkimmings of
; the boiling falt meat to be eaten by the people
with their pulfe, and to be ufed for frying their
5 fith; but it did not appear that this unwholefome
indulgence had been carried to fuch an extent on
board the Chatham, as it'had been on board the
Difcovery. In confequence of this information,

. | —
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= I deemed it expedient that the whole crews of
E' both vefiels thould, in adfiition to the regular al-
] lowance-of frefh beef and greens, and new foft
g : . ‘bread from the fhore, be daily ferved with a quan-
= ”% " tity of grapes, apples, "ld onions ; and I had {foon
3K " the.
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the happinefs of finding, that this falutary diet
was attended with the defired eﬁ'e& of intirely

) c.radxcatmg the difeafe.

Whilft we were waiting for the return of the
courier difpatched to his excellency the Prefident,
my time was not unprofitably employed; for I
embraced that opportunity to vifit the feveral
warehoufes, and by fo doing obtained a complete
knowledge of the quality of the ftores and provi-

- fions they were capable of affordingus, When -

this was done, I made the neceffary arrangements
for réceiving them on board the inftant we thould
be at liberty to accept them. In the courfe of
iy inquiries I had the mortification to learn, that
there was not a fpar, either at Valparaifo, or in

the country within our reach, of 4 fize fufficient

to be com'ertéd into a maft, fot the purpofe of
;cplacing our difabled one on board the Difcovery.

This was a matter of very ferious concern; but

as a new maft could not here be procured, the
only cxpedient we had the power of reforting to,
was to ufe our beft endeavours to repair the old
one. This I purpofed-to do by turning the maft
end for end, by which means the moft defeétive
parts would fall below the deck; where, by the
addition of the fifkes we had on board by way of
further fecurity, I was in hopes, that with great

- care and attention to the performance of the
~ work, we thould be able to render it fufficiently

R 2 ftrong
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@ ftrong to anfwer the purpofe of carrymg the vcf—,
fcl to England. - ‘

" The town of Valparalfo not aﬁ'ordmv any ta-
verns or places for the reception and accommo-
dation of ftrangers, we were obliged to intrude

~on the hofpitality of its worthy inhabitants for
fuch conveniences when we. vifited the fhore.
Théfc civilities were conferred in fo handfome a
manner as at once to relieve us from any idea of
our being intruders; the pleafure that every one:
manifefted in entertaining us, completely re-
moved cvery fentiment excepting that of grati--
tude on our parts, for the repeated aéts of kind-
nefs. they fo very obligingly beftowed. Amongft
the firft to whom we werc indebted in thefe re-
{pects was Don Juan Barrara, the colleétor of the:
king’s duties, and Don Practa, the captain of the
port. We firft became known to thefe gentle-
men in their public capacity, and they had the
goodneis to introduce us to many others of their
friends, all of whom treated us with the greateft.
politenefs, attention, and hofpitality ; but as their-
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f;f houfes were not more than fufficiently large for
K- the accommodation of their own refpective fami-- '
Ei lies, a lodging on fhore was not to be eafily pro-/ §
" cured. The very indifferent ftate of my health’ i
:é at this time however, required that I fhould avail {k
< myfelf of this opportunity of flecping on fhore,
E} and tzking as much of the cxercife of the coun- {‘
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try as my ftrength would permit; for thisreafon
1 was induced to apply to the governor, to allot
!apartmcnts for myfe]f' and a few of the officersin
fome of thie public buildings of the town, with
which he very obligingly complied; and in the
event of our equipment in this port meeting with
the approbation of his Excellency the Prefident
of Chili, of which there was little ‘doubt, the
Cafa de Exercicios was appointed for our recep-
tion and refidence. This building had been
erected fome years ago asa chapel of eafe, for the
purpofe of accommodating the country inhabi-
tants who came into the town on Sundays ta at-
tend divine fervice, but who frequently could not
find room in the churches; and it had hkewife
been appropriated for the penitential acknaw-
ledgments of the women, .

Our time on board was bufily employed in

“making every thing ready to proceed in the fer-

vice we had ta perform, the inftant we fhould
receive the fan&ion of the prefident for {o doing.:
On Saturday evening the 28th, agreeably to our
calculations, the courier returned, and I had the
fatisfalion to receive from his Excellency Sen*
Don Ambrofio Higgins de Vallenar, prefident and
captain general of the kingdom of Chili, the
moft ample confirmation of all the liberal offers
which had been made to us by Governot Alava;
together with a lctter containing the moft polite

R3 congratu.-
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congratulations on our having thus far fafely ac-
complifhed the great och& of our cxpcdltlon,
and having at length amyed Ina country where, i
nothing thould be wanting within the reach of (
his power to fupply, that could in any way con- N
tribute to the reftoration of our hcalth admmlﬁct
to our futurc comforts, or tend to rc-equlp the
veﬂcls, and repair the damages which thcy had
{uﬁ:amcd Thefe obliging and friendly offers were
further accompanied by a . -communication to
governor Alava, {’catmg, 4 hag: if myfelf and fomc
of the principal efficers fhould be inclined to
vifit the capital, we had his Excellency’s permif-
fion to do fo; and in the event of our under-
taking a journey to St. Jago, the gov ernor was re-
quefted by the Preﬁdent to cmploy his good
offices, in feeing that we were properly prov1dcd
for the excurfion.
I cmbraced the earlieft opportunity to return
my moft drateful acknowledgments to the Pre-
fident, for his extreme pohtenefs and liberality
towards us; and 1 loft no time in fcttmg hard to
work on the various fervxces which now dc-o i
mandcd our attentlon My firtt and principal
och& was to gct out thc main-maft ; for this
purpofe, on Monday morning the 3oth, the thip ’
was moved nearer m {hore, and moored in four '
fathoms, to 1nfure more cﬁe&uaxly {mooth water
for performing that operation. After this was
' ‘ accom-

N
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: accomplithed, on the following morning, the
I maft was hauled up on to the-beach™ between
l Valparaifo and the village of Almandrel, where
a tent was erected, and at the governor’s exprefs
( | defire a guard of marines from the Difcovery was
. pofted there, to prevent thefts, or other improper i
conduét on the part of the inhabitants, as fome
of the pinnace’s covering had been ftolen the 4
preceding night.

- Whether this application from the governor
proceeded from a fentiment of delicacy towards
us, or whether he confidered that our marines®

«. would be more adequate to the protetion of our
~ tproperty than the Spanifh foldiers, is not eafy to
decide ; but it appeared to be a very unprece-
dented and extraordinary circumftance, that a 5
guard fhould . here be requefted by the governor
from an Englifh man of war, to do duty in the
dominions of his Catholic majefty. The marines
however were landed with a ferjeant, and planted
as centinels, with pofitive orders from me, oa no
account to hurt any of the inhabitants, even
though they fhould be deteted in the very a&
of thieving; but to fecure their perfons, that E
they might be dealt with according to their own
laws. A
On the maft being examined we had the mor- ,
| tification to find, that the damage it had fuf-
tained was greater than we had fufpected, as it
R4 was
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@ was fprung nearly two thirds through, a little
= below the hounds. Some Spanith carpenters, in
; addition to our own, were ‘immediately fet to
= work upon it; and as both the veflels required
@ much. caulking, the artificers of the country were
EE A alfo hired for this fervice. - Our fail-makers were
j employed in repairing the old and making fome
new fails; the coopers in fetting up cafks for the
reception of flour, and repairing - thofe made ufe

. of for water ; and the armourer was making the

neceflary iron work for the repair and fecurity of
the mainmaft -and other purpofes, whilft thofe
remaining on board were varioufly employed
about the rigging, and in the hold for the recep-
tion of 2 quantity of fhingle ballaft. Not being
yet pofitiv ely determined whether our route home
fhould be found cape Horn, or through the ftraits
of I\’Iadellan, and our cables and hawfers bemg
worn to the laft extremxtv, a fupply of each fort
was ordered to be made for both Vcﬁ'els, accord-
ing to the dimenfions we requxred for although
we ‘had found an abundance of {mall wh1te cord-
agc in the warchoufes, there were no cables
there. bcmg little dcmand at Valparalfo for fuch’
ftores ; nor was there any tarred 1 rope of any de-
feription, the cordage from four inches in- cir-
cumference downwards, bcmg all white ropc,
fuch as the Spa*nfh tradmg veflels in thefe feas
ufe for running rwcrmg Thefe feveral fervices

' were
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were all put into a regular train of exccution ;
but as the following day was the anniverfary of
our departure from Falmouth, and the com-
mencement of the fifth year of our labours, all
work was fufpended, and the people as ufual had
the day to themfelves. They were all ferved
with a double allowance of grog, and an excel-
lent dinner, compofed of the various good things
that this country fo abundantly afforded.

All our operations were cheerfully refumed
the next morning, Wednefday, April the 1ft;
and on my vifiting the artificers employed on the
maft, ! had the mortification to underftand, that
on traming the heel of the maft for the purpofe
of its becoming the head, that end, near to the
place wherc the checks were to be fixed on to it,
was found tog be extremely decayed, and fcarcely
in a better ﬁatc than the other extremity. It
was however, though rotten, not fprunb, and
having no refource but that of applying the beft
remedy in our pofleilion, two ftout cleeks made
of our fpare anchor ftocks, together with two
ftrong fifhes, were fixed to the maft below the
partners of the main deck, and continued up to
its head ; and even with thefe additional fecu-
nities, it would be but a crippled ftick to depend
upon: yet as we had no alternative, we were
compelled to make the beft thift we could, which
would - neceflarily oblige us to be particularly
R cautious
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cautious, and to prefs it as little as poffible in our
paflage homewards.

The obfervatory, with the requifite inftru-
ments, was fent on fhore, and, as ufual, com-
mitted to the charge of Mr. Whidbey, for the
purpofe of making fuch obfervations as were now
become neceflary for afcertaining the rates and
errors of the chronometers, and for finding the
latitude and longitude of Valparaifo. Having
made this and fome other arrangements for car-
rying into effe&® the re-equipment of the veflels,
I determined to avail myfelf of the obliging per-
miffion of the prefident to vifit the capital of
Chili, and ordered preparations to be made for
an excurfion to St. Jago.’ "

. Our party was to confift of Mr. Puget and
Lieutenant Johnftone of the Chatham, and Lieu-
tenants Baker and Swaine, and Mr. Menzies of
the Difcovery. I had already made known to
governor Alava my intention of vifiting St. Jago,
who very obligingly gave diretions, as Valparaifa
did not afford any travelling carriages, that we
~ fhould be provided with a proper number of horfes
“and mules for the expedition ; the former for our
rid;ng, and the latter for carrying our luggage.

I now had the pleafure of finding that his Ex-
cellency the Prefident, together. with his polite
invitation to the capital, had alfo fent two dra-
goons from St. Jago, who were natives of Ire-

' land,
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land, in his Catholic Majefty’s fervice, for the
?urpofc of being our guides and interpreters, and
for rendering us every other fervice that we
;Ilighf require on the journey. Thefe people
;had been long in New Spain ; they feemed to be

highly delighted with the charge now intrufted

to their care, and not a little proud of the power
and confequence that was attached to it ; for, as
on this occafion they bore the immediate order
of the Captain-general, they had authority to do
many adls from which, in the capacity of dra-
goons only, they were prohibited. This power,
amongft other things, permitted them to take
any horfe or horfes whatfoever, whether in the
ftables or at paﬁ:urc, for the purpofe of fasilitating

' n which they were employed ; but
as our vilit t St Jago was purely for recreation,
I would not permit any compulfory meafures to
bc reforted to for our accommodation; and a
fufficient number of horfes were procured, at
twelve dollars each, for the journey thither, and
back again to Valparaifo.

Every thing bcmg prepared, we fet out early
on l‘nday morning the 3d, with a numerous
cavalcadc for, noththftandmcf this country had
becn fettled a great length of time, we were
given to underftand that we thould find no ac-
commodation on the .road between thefe two
principal towns of the kingdom of Chili, except-

ing
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ing fuch as might be mct with in the villages
through which we might pafs or occafionally ftop
at, and thefe-waould confift only of a thed or un-
~ inhabited empty houfe. A fupply of provifions
might be depended upon, but there were neither
beds, feats, tables, nor any fort of convenient or
ncceffary articles or utenfils to prepare them. for
our table; all thefe, with our cook, we were
obliged to take with us; and, left we fhould be
difappointed of the promifed fhelter, we were
provided with a tent, which was packed in lcon-'»
venient travelling tfunks, and carried on the
backs of the mules, according to the ufual method
of travelling in this country. I could not, how-
) ever, help exprefling my concern that the poor
beafts thould be fo much loaded, and I objeéted
to the weight propofed to be carried, efpecially
the poles of the tent, which: 1 fufpc&ted would
prove too inconvenient a burthen for them to
move under; indeed this circumftance produced
fome altercation between the ‘muletecrs and the
dragoons ; but as there was no appeal againft the
injunéions of the latter, the muleteers and my-
felf were obliged to acquiefce, and twelve mules
were completely loaded with our tent and bag-
‘gage.' - The horfes that had becn hired we
thought rather too fmall, and not of fufficient
ftrength; for, befides the weight of their rider,
they had each a moft enormous heavy faddle tq

carry ;
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carty $ but our Irith guides undertook to anfwer
for their abilities, and the event proved that their
judgment was to be depended upon.

From the town of Valparaifo, which 1s fituated
on a narrow tract of very uneven ground at the
foot of the fteep rocky precipices, which, at no
great'diftance from the water-fide, compofe the
fhores, there is no pafs immediately into the
country but for foot paffengers; for the main road
which leads into the interior parts of the country,

approaches the fea-thore through the village of "~

Almandrel, whither our route was neceflarily di
reted. This village is pleafantly fituated, and is
on a more extenfive border of low land than the
town of Valparaifo; but it is bounded 1}1\3. fimi-
lar way behind, by fteep and ncarly barren hills.
The wvalleys and plains, however, in its imme-
diate- neighbourhood, are fertile, and large gar-
dens were both cultivated for profit, and deco-
rated for amufement. From Almandrel a tole-
rably good, though rather ftecp, road had been
made, in a zigzag way, over a ridgé of hills, of-
confiderable extent and elevation, the fummit of -
which occupied us full two hours in reaching.
The old road between thefe two towns being a
very bad one, and dangerous to pafs, his excel-
lency had determined that a new and more cli-
gible line of road fhould be made; and for the
more immediate convenience of -the inhabitants

of
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of St. J ago and Valparaifo, this new road, which
is about fixteen yards wide, had béen begun from
each place, and by that means an eafier and more
pleafant corimunication with the adjacent coun-
try had already been afforded to the inhabitants
of each of thefe towns than they had hitherto
enjoyed. We were informed by our guides,
that the whole of the new road was not yet
finifhed, but was at that time in a progreffive
fiate towards completion; and that we ﬂmuld
meet the people employed upon it as we pro=
ceeded. |
Under the prefent circumftances of this road,
and whilft the dry feafon may continue, it is
doubtlefs as commodious a pafs as could have
been well defigned ; but, from the loofeniefs of )
the foil, and the acclivity of the hills along the
fides of which it is carried, it appeared to us that
. 4t would be liable to great injury in the winter
{eafon ; which, we were told, is frequently fub-
je& to extremely heavy rains, that muft necef=
farily rufh with great impetuofity down the fides
of this fteep mountainous country.
~ Having gained the top of the road; which pafes
over a deprefled part of that ridge of lofty hills
which bind the fea coaft, we arrived in a fpa-
cious plain, nearly on a level with the fummit of
the hills we had now left behind us.  This plain
extended to a confiderable diftance, in a morth-
cafterly,
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eafterly, eafterly, and fouth-eaft dire&ion, where
it finithed at the bafe of another ridge of hills,
beyond which were feen other ranges varioufly
diverfified, and rifing in fucceffion one after
another ; until our view was terminated by the
hoary head of the lofty Andes, wrapped in undi{-
folving fnow. Had the intervening plain, and
the furrounding rifing hills, exhibited the verdant
produ&ions of nature, affifted by the hand of
man, the landfcape would have been beautiful in
the extreme, but this was not the cafe; and the

apparent fterility of the wide wafte, that now .

encompafled us on every fide, rendered that
abundant fupply of good things which we had
been daily accuftomed to fee in the market of
Valparaifo, a circumftance not eafily to be ac-
counted for.

. Inftead of numerous villages, fertile paftures,

and fields in high cultivation, which I had ex-

- pe&ted to find, after .pafling over the hills near

the fea fhore, an extenfive open defert now ap-
peared before us, deftitute of wood, and nearly
fo of verdure; as a few ftunted trees only, and
fome grovelling fhrubs, were fcattered at a great
‘diftance from each other; and, excepting near

“the banks of the fluggifh rills of water that crept
-through the plain, vegetation was fcarcely per-

ceptible; whilft the few miferable inhabitants
‘;hat exifted on its furface, lived in wretched little

.

kevels,
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hovels, or huts, made principally of mud. The
frames of thefe dwellirigs, of which we had feen
about a dozen, were rudely conftru&ed of wood;
and plaftered over with a thick coating of mud;
this ferved as a wall, whilft the unfmoothed fur-
face of the ground formed the floor, and little ot
no covering appeared on the roof; the wholé
feeming fcarcely to afford a fhade againft the
{corching rays of the fun; for againft wind and
rain thefe humble manfions could afford ne
thelter. ’ — )

At one of thefe mean abodes, about fifteen
miles from Vélparaifo, we ftopped to dine. The
infide of the dwelling more forcibly difplayed the
poverty of 1ts inhabitants than had been exhi-
bited by its external appearance; for it hardly
contained the moft common neceflaries to the
exiftence of human life; a dirty table, a ftool;
a wretched bed in one corner, and five or fix
croffles, comprehended all its furniture; yet it
was not without fome decorations of a religious
nature; and what ftill more attraéted our notice,
thofe who refided in it not only indulged in the
luxury of taking the mattee, which is an infufion
of an herb imported from Paraguay, but to our
furprize, the very few utenfils they poffefled for

their moft common domeftic purpofes were -

chiefly made of filver. The land about thefe

miferable hovels was, like the wide furrounding '

walte,
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'waﬁe, in a pcrfc& ftate of nature, without the
vei’c:gc of any labour having been ever beftowed

"upm? it, not even in the cultivation of a garden.

The few wretched peaple who inhabit this dreary
wild, feemed to rely intirely on the bountiful
hand of Providence for their daily fubfiftence;

and to pafs away their lives, without entertaining -
‘a with to procure the leaft addition to their hap-

pinefs or comfort, at the cxpencc of any exeértion.
Indolencé and {u upcrﬁ:ltlon appeared to influence
the whole of their condu&, which was marked
with a greater deg'rce of uncleanlinefs and thofe
chara@eriftics that diftinguith the very loweft
order of fociety, than I had before. witnefled

~amongit any people who had ever had the advan-

tage of living amongft thofe conneéted with the
civilized world. .
The mules which carried our luggagc were on
the road before us, making the beft of their way
to the plice where we purpofed to reft for the
night, excepting one fumpter mule, which had
accompanied us with fome articles of provifions
and provender for the day; and by adding to
our own ftores the fupplies which thefe hovels
were able to furnifh, confifting of poultry, eggs,
potatoes, onions, and fruit, we made an excellent

~ repaft, whilft our horfes were alfo refrefhed, and

prepared to proceed with us over this extenfive

defert. Having now travelled fome miles be-
Voi. VI S yond
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yond the extent to which the new road from
Valparaifo had- been carried, we found the old
onc ~inﬁnitc1y lefscommodious, and the difference
between the two was very great indeed. In-
ftead of the fmooth regular furface over which
we had paffed from Valparaifo along the new
road, this could only be confidered as a beaten
track, fometimes leading along; or through, deep
and irregular ravines and gullies, deftitute of the
appearance of any labour having ever been applied
to reduce the 1nequalitics of its furface, or to re-
move any. of thofe impediments which continu-
ally interrupted our travelling. :

The. making of the new road had doubtlefs
been a work of great labour; andtoa people who
are not very induftrioully inclined, and who are
all bigotted to former practices and original habits,
it is no wonder that the manifeft advantages that
muft refult to the inhabitants of the country from
his Excellency’s wife undertaking, fhould be
overlooked, or rather not feen by them; and that
the execution of his judicious plan thould hava
deprived him, amongft the lower orders of the
people, of much of his popularity. For as the _
thought had firft originated with the Prefident,
rather than not indulge a contraditory fpirit,
which our guides informed us had thewn itfelf
amongft the bulk of the people, the inhabitants
fecmed to be more willing to facrifice their own

future
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future intereft and comfort by oppofing this be-

neficial defign, than to do any thmd which might
promote its fuccefs. e

Little variation occurred, in the fcenery already

defcribed, in our journey in the afternoon, as we
faw few objedts to attract our attention until to-
wards the evening, when we arrived at the vil- -
lage of Cafa Blanco, or, the white houfe. Here
our guides propofed we fhould reft for the night,
and after travelling twenty-eight miles in a way
to whxth we were little accuftomed, we all gladly
agreed to the meafure
~ Cafa Blanco is a hamlet, confifting of a neat
church and about forty houfes in its neighbour-
hood; which, with fome inclofures of land under
cultivation, formed ‘a pleafing contraft to the
barren naked country through which our day’s
journey had been dire&ed. The principal perfén
of the village appeared to be the curate, who hav-
ing been made acquainted with our approach,
was prepared to meet us, and gave us a like hof-
pitable reception with that which had been fo
generally fhewn by all ths good people of this

country with whom we had hitherto met. In-

the exercife of his humanity and good wifhes,
our reverend friend feemed to be much hurt that
he had fo little to beftow ; but as we fortunately
did not ftand much in need of his affiftance, cx-
cepting in one refpe, that of providing us with
S2 o a lodging,

P ot
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Lo a lodging, we foon rclieved him from his em-
) barrafiment. This gentleman immediatcly fur-
Y nithed us with a houfe, over which he held fome
authority; a manfion precifely of the defcription -
which, we had been given to underftand, we
fhould find on the road for our accommodation.

This houfe, if the ftructure could be entitled
y . to fuch a name, was fituated nearly in the centre
of the village, and was fo rudely formed, that it
could hardly be confidered as the work of a civi-
lized people.” Its walls were made of dried pieces
of earth cut fquare into the thape of bricks, which
-had been laid an each other when ina wet ftate,
and plaftered over with the fame fubftance; but
by drying unequally the plafter had fallen off in
v many places. Its infide was.open lke a barn,
X % ! and confifted of but one apartment, which con-
F tained nothing but our baggage, that had arrived
P " fome hours before us; and had the weather been
; rainy, it would have- afforded us but very im-
perfect thelter. The floor was no other than the
ground 1n its natural, unlevelled ftate; but though
it'was not remarkable for its cleanlinefs, it was
fpacious, and in that refpect more fuitable to the
purpofes of our party, than the tent we had
brought with us. As 1t, however, was totally
.deftitute of all kinds of furniture, we were dﬁliged
to refort to our neighbours for fuch temporary
~“conveniences as we fhould want, which they very
- readily
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readily fupplied: and whilft our fupper was pre-
paring -we vifited the inhabitants in the village,.

by whom we were ‘rcceivcd with the moft cheer-

- ful affability; particalarly by the younger  parts

of the fex, amongft whom we- noticed;feveral
faces which, even by the fide of our fair country-
women, might have /Y)een confidered as pretty,

- had not the intolerable nafty cuftom of painting

both red and white, deftroyed the n?.tural’ delicacy

of their comprexion, and impaired the effect of -
the agrecable affemblage of their features. Their
affiduity to pleafe was however very engaging,
. and the evening pafled {o plcafantly, that the.
fatigue of the day’s journey was, [ believe, intirely.
forgotten by moft of us. The houfes of this

village~being all white-wafhed, gave it a neat
appearance, which, as we approached, imprefled
us with a belief that we fhould find thefe dwel-

- ~lings mfimtely fuperior to the wretched hovels

we had paffed in the courfe of the day; but we
had the mortification to difcover, on acceptmg

the invitations of the principal people, that the - .

fame want of cleanlinefs prevailed, and that
wretchednefs, indolence, and fuperftition was
cxhibited here in as great a degree, as amongft
the cottagers on the fun-parched defert. The
only difference that we could difcern, between
thofe pcople and the inhabitants of Cafa Blanco,

confifted in the fuperiority of the- external habi-
S3 liments
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liménts of the latter, who had evidently drefled
themfelves in their beft attire for the occafion.
Our time was agreeably engaged until fupper
was ferved, when we were favoured with the
company of every inhabitant, I believe, bélongi'ng
to.the village ; the principal perfons partook of
our repaft, whilft the others feemed ta be equally
gratified in the opportunity that was afforded
them, of fatisfying their curiofity with a fcene fo
novel and unexpeéted in their country. The
glafs weat cheerfully round, and our new friends
did not retire until a late hour. Our blankets
were then fpread but the night did not pafs fo
pleafantly as the evening had promifed ; for our

reft was meft tormcntmgly difturbed by the ver-

min. which had been chncratcd by the former
ﬁlth of our habxtanon, and which now took re-

vesge upon us ftrangers, for having endeavoured

tQ ddpoﬁ'efs them _of thelr ftrong holds by fweep-
Ing out the place. When we arofe in the morning
we found ourfelves but little refrethed, owing to
the great annoyance we had fuffered from my-
riads of bugs and fleas.  Early the next morning
we again fet out, and foon artived at the foot of
that range of hills that gives bounds to the plain
on which Cafa Blanco'is fituated. Thefe hills
appearcd to rife with a quicker afcent, and to a
grcater hexghf above the plain we were then qurt-
tmg, than the firft ndge had fecmmgly donc from

the
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the fea fide at Almandrel. The new road here
led acrofs the lefs elevated part of the:ridge, not-.
withftanding which; it was {o ftcep that it was
neceffary to cut theroad inthe fame; -zigzag dia;-
gonal ‘way as before, and-in-its courfe: from the;
bafe to the fummit of the hills, 1t made: twenty-
five returns or angles. , Do

On this intermediate part of the new road the.
labourers were at work ; and we underftood from.,
our guides, that as a fufficient number of people-
could not be procured to carry the whole of the
defign into execution at once, his Excellency the.
Prefident (having the.comfort, convenience, and
intereft of the inhabitants much at heart) had,
m order to facilitate the intercourfe between
thefe two great towns, ordered the meft diflicult
and dangerous parts of the new line of road to be
firft made paffable and commodious. The road.
here was of. the fame.width, and equally well
made, with the part before defcribed ; but as the.
foil confifted of the fame 16ofe fandy materials,
it muft neceffarily be liable in the winter feafon:

to the fame difadvantage I have before ftated,

from the defcending torrents of rain.,

We had here for the firft time an opportumt:,v
of fceing the peafantry of the country in a-la-
bouring capacity, and we could not help remark-

_ ing, that their inaivity in the performance of

their work could only be equalled by the humble
S 4 means
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o means they. poffeffed for carrying it into exe-
cution. There were about fifty men at work.
Lo with -common pick-axes and fhovels; and to

' fupply the place of wheel-barfows for the re-

moval of the earth from the higher to the lower

fide- of the road, the hide of an ox was fpread
on the ground and when as much earth was

thrown upon it as would require the ftrength .

of two men to remove, the corners of the hide

- ’ were drawn- together by each of them, and in

e I _ that flate dragged to the deprefled fide of the

Vi road, and emptied whgré ;'¢quiﬁte, to preferve
a gentle flope in the breadth ; or elfe difchargcd
over the brink, and fent down the fide of the
hill. The rocky - parts, which were frequently.
met with, were blown up with gunpowder; and
the fragments, which fometimes were very Iargc,
inftead of bcmg beaten into {mall pieces for the
purpofe of makmg a more folid foundation for
the paffing of carriages, were all moved .to the
lower fide of tbc road, and, like the earth, thrown
from thence down the hitl, By this m_;udlcxous
pra&mc the carth from the hxghcr ﬁde, whmh m
moft places mlght have been contrived to havc
smade a parapct along the brmk was not only
carried down by thefe maffy fabngks of rock, but
in many places the ground was torn up by them
in their paflage down; and as it appeared  to us
that the brink was to be left in this open ragged

{tate,
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ftate, the defcending rains muft foon caufe gul- 3
lies that will injure the road, and do it confider-

able damage. The fuperintendents, however,

feemed to have been aware that the torrents of
water, defcending fro mthe upper fide of the hill - &
above where the line of road pafles, might have K
the effect in rainy weather of wafhmg away the

o loofc materials of which the road is compoefed ;
- for a channel was cut along the fide of the road

ncarcﬁ thc mountain to receive fuch water, and é
ta carry it down its inclined plane; but it ap- Ty

&I-‘g.,
peared to us to be too fmall, and too much like &
a gutter to an{wer the purpofe for which it was Y
intended. The lower fide, or brink, had neither i

bank of earth, nor rail of wood, as a fence; nor i
did we underfland that any fort of prote&ion b
was dcﬁgncd_‘ to be made, the want of which
gave-it a very unfinithed naked appearance, and :
in fome places, where the lower fide pafled over il

a fteep part of the hill, or over perpendicular pre-
cipices formed by the rock, it appeared to be
dangerous in a high degree ; for in the night, or
in the event of a horfe taking fright, or falling
near this outer unproteéted fide, there can be
hittle chance of the animal or ‘its rider efcaping
unhurt. Indeed it did not appear to us to be
prudent to venture tco ncar to this fide in the
day tlme, as the road had already crumbled down
the
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266 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [ApriL,
the hill, and had fallen into deep holes in many.
places. ,

The labourers, I was informed, received their
provifions, and a rial and an half per day, which
according to the rate at which we reccived the

« dollar, (viz.) at three fhillings and nine-pence

“cach, makes the amount of their daily wages
about feven-pence fterling, and thevalue of their

food cannat exceed a groat. Thefe circumftances »

made it appear to us very extraordinary, that in
a country where the expence of labour did not
exceed eleven pence per day, more perfons were
not employed in agriculture, and other rural im-

" provements; cfpecially as the foil and climate

feemed to be well adapted for cultivation, and
the fituation of the country infured a ready mar-

ket for every kind of produce; of _which, there .

could be no doubt, an abundance 'w,ould/eaﬁly
be procured, to reward the labours of induftry.

By the introduétion of a greater prdportion ok -

the common ncceflarics of life, and by the ob-
taining a few of its comforts, it is reafonable to
fuppofe that a general {pirit for exertion would be
diffufed amongtt the lower orders of the people,
who might be tauglit, by cncouragement, to
prefer a life of diligence and a&ivity to that fu-
pinenefs which at prefent difgraces the larger

part of the commurity. The fubmiffive obedi-

cnce
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ence that is here paid to every regulation or re-.

ftraint impofed by the pricfts, gave us reafon to.

believe that 1t might be within their power to

infift that each individual fhould employ himfelf,
or be employed by others, a certain number of
hours each day, either in his own garden, or in.

the general hufbandry of the country; for which
certain rewards, proportionate to the exertion,
thould be affigned as an incentive to a life of
induftry. This would foon produce an inclina-

tion for employment, which would not only pro-.

mote the general happincfs of the people, but
would be the means of fecuring to every one, in
proportion to his diligence, the comforts that.

would certainly arife from this change in the.

prefent ceconomy of their lives. ~ Inftéad of the
univerfal apathy to work that feemed to per-
vade the whole of the labouring clafs, who were

- dragged to'their employment, without any felf-

unpulfe, like an ox to the yoke, their daily la-
bour would be undertaken with alacrity ; and,
in looking forward to the adrantages that would
refult from their exertion, they might {foon be
ftimulated to prefer the habits of induftry to
thofe of fupinenefs-and mdoicncc.

On reaching the top of this range of hxlls, we
could plainly difcern the neat looking village of
Cafa Blanco, which added greatly to the appear-

ance of the country we had left bchmjhe,
*—toad
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268 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [apriL,

road forward to St. Jago defcends on the north
caft fide of thefe hills, but it had not fo many
angles or returns in it as that by which we had
afcended on the other fide, becaufe the interme-
diate valley, between this range of hills and the
mountains before us which we had yet to pafs,
was confiderably more elevated from the level of
the fea, than the plain-on ‘which Cafa Blanco is
fituated. ‘

- After breakfaft, we proceeded on our Jjourney
along a very narrow path, which, without a
guide, might have been eaﬁly mlﬂ:akcn, as there
were . many fimilar. to it, in" various direGions,
through a foreft' of fmall trees, that continued

-for about four miles. About four in-the after-

noon we ftopped at a ' mud hovel, at the diftance
of nearly five miles from the mountain of Praow.

The country we had pafled through- pofleffed

little to entertain, and lefs to intereft, the tra-

veller ; its general charalter was fimilar to that

over which we Lad pafled before, excépting that

it was more wooded, without any obje&s to vary
the feene ; ‘and being much fatigued with our
new mode of convéyancc, and the heat of the
weather, the advice of the dragoons to make this
fpot our refting place for the night, was willingly
acceded to by all parties. Somelamb and poul-

- try were foon procured for dinner, which was

drefled b} our ccck, and both proved to be very
good.

~




«
PSR ST o
SRR -‘}H:‘.‘-g'«:‘,«'&%a
4

-

# 1795.] ' ROUND THE WORLD. 269 :
good. Our table was fpread under the fhade of 3
{fome vines clofe to the- hovel, where we were :
attended by a few peafants brought thither by
curiofity, who condudted themfelves very re-
fpectfully. We retired very carly to our blan- {
kets, which, as before, were fpread in the hovel ~
on the bare ground. ' :

=

By the recommendation of our guides, we

were on horfeback at threc the next mornings ;
- that we might avoid the intenfc heat to which, i
they ftated, we fhould be expofed in afcending i
the lofty fummits of Praow ; we accomplithed -

this before fun-rife by the ncw road, which made

- thirty-two pafles or returns on its fide, cut out in
a manner {imilar to the other parts of it over
which we had already travelled. In afcending
at this early hour, we found the air fo very cool,
that great coats or warmer clothing would have
been very acceptable ; and we all were of opi-
nion, that the confideration which had tempted
our guides to recommend our travelling thus
early,was more to infure a refting place the next
evening amongft fome of their particular friends,
than to avoid the heat; a meafure on which,
however, much of our comforts might very pof-
fibly depend. '
From the top"of Praow the landfcape was very 4
interefting. To the caftward ftretched the ex- ;
tenfive valley in which St. Jago 1s fituated, and .

which
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which ‘was terminated by the lofty ftupendous
Andes, whofe funtmits exhibit perpetual winter:
In the oppofite dire&ion the view of the country
was not lefs worthy of .our attention; a great
~number of mud hovels were now difcerned, that
had before efcaped our notice as we had travelled
along, and we_now underftood that the. valley

7 "fhrough which we had juft paffed was confider-

ably more inhabited, efpecially near Praow, than
thofe parts of the country nearer to Valparaifo.
The people are chicfly pe.afantry, whofe principal
employment is to take care of fome oxen and
fheep that feed in the vicinity of their feveral huts.

‘We defcended Praow to the north-eaft, by
fewer pafies than we had afcended on its oppo-
fite fide, as the valley in which St. Jago is built
is much higher than the other two acrofs which
we had travelled; the general chara&er of the
-country being that of an inclined plane rifing to-
wards St. Jago, although its furface is broken by

the ridges of mountains before defcribed. The |

‘road ftill continued in an eaftern dire&ion, and
was here as well made and as broad as the turn
pike roads in England. On either fide were fe-
veral fmall orchards, and a few plantations with
fome indifferent pafturc land, on which cattle
were feen grazing=under the fhade of a few f¢at-
tered trees; but the general want of cultivation

gave the face of the country a barren and wild
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appearance, deftitute of any feature that could
indicate our approaching f{o large and populous
a city as that of St. Jago; the only people we
faw were two or three travellers, and a few mu- .
leteers. e ‘ {
We ftopped to breakfaft about fifteen miles
from the capital, whofe lofty fpires were now
plainly difcerned, towering above the numerous
houfes which the city appeared to contain. Not- 0
withftanding our prefent vicinity to fo large a 3

P

town, we found no other place for the accom-
modation of travellers than the mud hovel, where A
~ we were entertained in the fame way as we had i
been before; and where, like the others at which
we had {topped, there was no fign of any im-
provement whatever, either in the building, or in g
any other. refpe¢t that might add to the com- , ﬂ
fort of life; the fame want of cleanlinefs, and ‘
wrétched condition which I have before had oc-
cafion to remark, continued-here to debafe the -
charadter of the inhabitants, who, notwithftand=_-
ing their external appearance of wretchednefs
and mifery, wore neverthelefs a contented look,
and together with a cheerful countenance pof-
fefled a difpofition to oblige that . was extremely
grateful to our feelings, though their exceffive i
indolence and ina&ivity created in us a mixed
fentiment of pity and reproach. In addition to
the ufual fupplies we had found on our journey,
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272 A YOYAGE OF DISCOVERY  _ [APRIL,

we here procured fome cxcelient water melons
of luxuriant growth and in high perfetion, which
o were very refrething and acceptable.

I Having finithed our breakfaft we again refumed
our journey ; the road was level, broad, and firm,
and we had not travelled far, before on each fide
of it werc feen plantationsand vineyards, in each

AN e e i e

of which a neat white houfe was generally fituated
‘!% at a little diftance from the road. The appear-
$ ance of cultivation and fertility in thefe low
lands, when contrafted with the ftupendous fum-
i mits of the Andes, produced a moft agreeable
} ' effe&, and rendered this part of our journey very
)

NS SRR P

pleafant and entertaining. ~ After a fmart ride of
nearly two hours, we-arrived at a houfe about a
_mile from the capital, where fatigue, and a jour-
ney of ninety miles, made it neceffary that we
thould halt ; not only for the purpofe of taking
fome reft and refrcfhment, but alfo that we might
equip ourfelves for the vifit of ccremony we were
about to make to the Captain General. From
hence I difpatched one of the dragoons who had
attended us with a letter to his Excellency, an-
nouncing our arrival in the vicinity of the capital,
and ftating, that with his permiffion we would -
do ourfelves the honor of paying our refpeééts to
him at the palace in the evening; and I gave
further dire@ions to the dragoon, to procure and
fend from St. Jago, carriages fufficient to convey
L/thithcr
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thither the whole party. -In the mean time our.
dinnér was provided and ferved, and it' was our
intention as foon as that ,ﬂipuld be over to drefs
ourfelves in all our beft apparel, that we might-

b i T S sk s S S5
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make as uniform an appearance on this occafion
as our feveral ftocks of clothing would enable us
to do; for the extreme length of the voyage had
deprived moft of the party of the principal parts-
of their wardrobe, and we had {carcely a coat or

AR

hat that was fit for common ufe,- much lefs for.
an occafion like this. In the midft of our en-
deavours to make as fmart an-appearance as we
could coatrive, the dragoon returned, accompa-
nied by an officer from the Captain General,
whom lie fent for the purpofe of compliment-
ing us and congratulating us on our arrival,
and of defiring that we would immediately re-
pair to the palace, on horfes which he had fent
for the purpofe of conveying us in a fuitable man-
ner to the capital.

Although it was by no means my intention t@
have made fo public anentry as this arrangement
of the Prefident’s would ﬁccéffarily expofe us to,
yet it appeared to me that we could not declineit
without giving umbsrage, or perhaps offence ; we
therefore endeavoured to equip ourfelves in the
beft manner we were able, and in doing fo we
referved our uniforms, which were extremely rot-
ten and unfit for any fervice on harfeback, for
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. the purpofe of appearing in on our vifit of cere-
tnony to his Excellency.® ~The frefh horfes which
liad been fent from St. Jago, we had imagined to.
bé like thofe which had brought us from Valpa-
raifo, but, toour great aftomfhmert, thofe which
had now arrived from the Prefident under the
care and direcions of another officer, feemed to
be very high-bred’ animals; and were all richly
éaparifoned-with fine faddles and bridles, and
faddle clothsirichly dectrated, and fringed with
gold and filver lace, according very ill with the
drefs in which we were under the neceflity of
appearing. -All my former obje&ions to a public
entry were now greatly increafed, and I became
very defirous that we might be permitted to vifit
St. Jago in a more private manner; but on re-
prefenting this to the officers, inftead of. acceding
to the wifthes of myfelf and party, whips and
fpurs were inftantly produced, that nothing might
be wanting to complete our appearance on horfe-
back in every particular. The ufe of the fpurs
however was generally declined by us all, left
fome embarraffment or mifchance thould take
place from their being unintentionally applicd,
whilft our thoughts were engaged by the new
objeds that were likeJy to attra&t our attention
. as we paffed through the ftreets of the city.
Trivial as this circumftance may appear, yet to
the officer who had charge of this efcort it was
e a ‘matter

' .
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a2 matter of the firft importance. He not only
ufed all his eloquence to perfuadeus to wear the
{purs, but even expoftulated with us on the im-
propriety of appearing without them, and the un-
reafonablenéfs of our declining fo effential a part )
of drefs; all his intreaties were not, however, ~
fufficient to overcome our abje&ions, and to his g
great mortification we mounted without them, V L

RS ;f,,%mw%wrzmm
,

and proceeded towardsxthe capital, with a true \
military ftep, attepdm the two officers, -and b
our former guides the dragoons. ' %Li
The inconvenience we experienced on firft fet- i%-;‘
ting out, from being equipped in this very extra- (*
ordinary manner, was greatly. increafed by the §
erowds of people who had aflembled to fee our !

cavalcade pafs along, in which they were fully
gratified by the flownefs of our pace, until we
arrived at the palace; where, on our alighting,
we were received by a guard which was turned
out on the occafion, and were conduéted in form
to the audience chamber. Here we were received
by his Excellency Don Ambrofio Higgins de
Vallenar, with that fort of unaffeed welcome
in which neither ceremony nor flattery appeared, -
and which amply repaid us for all the little fuf-
ferings we had endured in the courfe of our jour-. _
ney. This polite and cordial réception we had- ‘ ¥
indeed anticipated from the reports ‘we had re-’
celv ved, before our departure: from Valparaifo; and. .
T2 afterwards : 3
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afterwards on the road to St. Jago. His Ex-
cellency’s charader, not only in.refpeét of his
great attention and urbanity to ftrangers, but of

his parental care and conftant folicitude for the -

general happinefs and comfort:'of all the people
who lived under his government, were the con-
ftant topics of our converfation; and it is not to
be wondered at. if, on this occafion, we became
inftantly imprefled with the juftice which report
bad done to his virtues, by his congratulations
and hearty welcome to the capital of Chili, which
were delivered by him in our own language with
a fluency that greatly excited our aftonithment,
when we were informed by his Excellency, that
he had now been refident in New Spain twenty-
four years, during which time very few opportu-
nities had occurred to him for {peaking Englith.
We now learned from Don Ambrofio himfelf
that he was a native of lreland, from whence he
had been kbfent upwards of forty years, that at
an early period of his life he had entered into the
Englifh army ; but not obtaining in that fervice
the promotion he had expe&ted, he had embraced
more advantageous offers on the continent. His
firft commiffion in the fervice of his Catholic
Majefty. was_in the corps of engineers, from

whence .he exchanged into the dragoons, and.

was foon raifed to the rank of lieutenant-colonel;
in this fituation he ferved for fome time in Old

Spain,
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Spain, and afterwards in this country, until he
obtained the diftinguithed poft of military com-
mander on .the frontiers of Chili, and governor

of Conceptio In this fervice he was employed
W had the good fortune, by the
g conftant exercife of his humanity, and an uniform
attention to the comforts of the native inhabi-
tants of the country, fo to fubdue the natural

ficrcenefs of their difpofitions; as to induce them
to fubmit to the government of Spain. For this

eflential fervice he was promoted about the year’

1783 to the exalted ftation he now fills; fince
which time he has been honoured with repeated

marks of approbation and diftin&ion by his Ca--

tholic Majefty, who has been pleafed to confer
upon him the orders of Charles the Third, and
St. James, with the rank of heutenant-gcneral
in the Spanith army.

A room of confiderable dimenfions was allottcd
to me in the palace, and a large apartment ad-
 joining to it was appropriated to the ufe of Mr.
Pugetand the reft of the officers, in which were
a fufficient number of fmall beds for the party,
~ covered with thin gauze, as a protetion againft
the mufquitos. The two drageons-who had-at-
tended us from Valparalfo were now appomted
to be ufeful to us in the capac;ty of fervants; and
every other matter was attended to, ordercd, and
fettled: that  evening, which could in any way

T3 contribute
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378 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY - [APRIL,
contribiite to render our ﬁay at Sé._ J ago, and our
refidence in the palace, as pleafant as poffible.
Nor did the politenefs of the Prefident end here,
for, previoufly to the fupper being announced,
he introducéd to our acquaiittance Don Ramon
de Rofas, the corrigidor, and Don Francis Caf=
fada, a captain of dragoons,’ who received the
Prefident’s diredtions to ufe his utmoft endeavours
~ . infhewing us every-thing in St. Jago worthy the
” attention of ftrangers, and to make us known to
the principal families refiding in the city.
The fupper, confifting of a great vancty of
hot dxihes, was ferved up on filver, at which no
_ perfon was . prefent but Don Ambrofio the Pre-
" fident, Don Ramon de Rofas and 6urfelves; all fort
of ceremony was now laid afide, and agreeablyto -
the repeated intreaties of hxs Excellency, we con-
fidered and felt ourfelves as- much at home as 1?
we had been partaklng a repaft in England with
* our moft intimate acquaintances. The firft part
of our converfation was chiefly engroffed by in-
quiries refpe@ing our late difcoverieson the north-
weft coaft of America. In this I was very happy
“to learn, that no part of our condu&, or tranf-
a&ions with any of the futge&s of his Catholic
Majefty, appeared to have given the leaft caufc
- for jealoufy, or complaint againft our little com- _
‘munity;-and I was alfo much gratified by the

very handfome” cotnphments that were paid to
: - v myfclf

-
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our voyage:  After the curiofity of the Prefident,’
~ and ‘Don» Ramon was fomewhat fatisfied on this:
" fabjed;the: former; with great. mdagnatlon, Te-

verfation, it -may poffibly appear too extraneous.
- At the time when ‘his Excellericy was the go-

ticary French, andepamﬁl war with England, an
e;:tfsrpgze was: ineditated: and’ pianncd by the
© €outt.of Great Brikain agauﬁ“t that’ place, which
was'thiep the:feat of government in the kingdom
of @a&h 5 W hiens Sir Edward Hughes failed with

. buf before ¢hak udinimabhad teachdd thefitfeplace
oﬁnhts deflinatiofoin the Eaibln&es, thePrefident
fiated: taa wss thatheowas in poﬁ'eﬁion of 2 cc;py
of'Sir Beiwatd ﬁagbes § orders; wiiich thad: béen
tranfmitted. to him! ‘at s Conception= froz Old
Spam, by V\hlchdécurnchtshc bECame informed,
that ‘an “attdek. was- purpofed to be tnade by :that
_ﬁect fmm the Eaft Indies oft " the Spam{? fettle-
racsits -in " Sbuth: :America, and that , cept:on
‘wasithe: placé againft which the enterprise would
£ UeJa?tempted “Ta conﬁequence of this in-
‘telligetiee d'general alarmi took- placc throughouft
L . - T + all

myfelfué:nﬂfoﬂiéer's, on the fuccefsful labours of -

counted :a; circumftance: which’ I cannot forbear ~
to mention; although, being a matter only of con-

vernor at Conception, and- ﬂufiﬁgth’c: late Ame-

his flcet. feomn __Englmdmo/jtheﬁaﬁ Teidies, it was .
gencrally bislieved: thatdie wasto have aéted only
in‘defénce ofiour efkabliftumients i that quarter;

Wit
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all the eftablithments on the coaft tlgr&ttlﬁc&t-
tions, “which. had ‘beeri-much negle@ed;; “WEre re~
paired -and - ﬁrcngthcned the number of- tiobps
attached to each were .greatly augmenited; .and
every preparatiqn was . made-:for the purpofe of
alling vigorouily .on thé .defenfive;. and-to this
circumftance alone his Excellency attributed the
abandomng of the dcﬁgn, that had becn concertcd
by the Britifh Cabinet. .~ ... .., = .. s Sr
Soon after fupper was ended a number Qf:cla-
dxcs madc theu :appearance:at; the. i 1irop- grat,mg, ~
that prote&ed the wmdow iof-the- pahaéc, bcgd
ging our’ acccptance«of nnfegays; and ‘requefting
that we would join the zeft of theix party;afferne -
bled at a little; diftanee from ‘the palace 3 ‘bt ag
I thought it would be more; :rgfbe&fau:@ pay-eur
camphmcnts to bis Excélesioy sin-the -audiedces
room; which’ formelity -'was: fized: for. the! fizes
ceeding: merning; Hefore we fliould vifit4ny ohe
elfe in. the: citys we declined: their: obliging dnyis
tation: for the prcfen,t, with a ‘promife of ack-new-
: leﬁgmg their. civility the following day. -
" .We did not yetire until an early hour, wben
we- found e’m' bcds tolerably good but we -could.

ﬂnclcanlmcﬁ df our apartmcnts the ﬂoors of
* pubich,. but more. particularly 1 that appoxntcd for .
t,hewreﬁc.ence of - the officers, were covegcd iwith
"ﬁ}th amd dn't. Apphc&uon was- m{’cant}y made
_ fo -
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to the dragoons, to procure us feme bruthes or ‘
. brooms . in- oi'dcr to fweep it out, byt;—to our -
great mortlﬁcatxon, they told us that/fuch things
were not in common ufe at St. Jagd'; fo that the
only alIevxatxon we. could obtain was that of wa-
ter to fpnnkle thc duft, which was fo thick in ’
the. officers’ apartment, that it would rather have
requu'ed a-thovel than a brufh for its removal. -

- Every Sunday. morning the Prefident has a
levee, which is ufually attended by the military
people, and the principal. inhabitants of the city
and. {urroundmcr country.--For the purpofe of
- being formally.introduced at this levee, we made
ourfelves as-fmart as ‘the exhaufted ftate of our
refpeétive wardroﬁés would allow, and then re-
- paired ; to_-the. audicnge- chamber; tlis room;
“which is fpaeious, was ge_a_tly-, but npt extrava-
gantly, furnifhed,;. the anti-chamber was large in
pgopo;t;idn,;-and/‘thé entrance to each was from
the ground, \thybugh~;largc &?tljlmg doors. "In the
-anti-chamber were the .por faits -of the feveral . -
preﬁdcgté_qf Chili, from the firft eftablitfhment of .
the Spanifh authority in this part-of the country, o n
to the prefent governor, whofe portrait was one
of the number. The infide walls of thefe rooms -
were covcrcd with glazed tiles, refembhng thofe
from Holland, for about _elght or ten feet from -
the floor, which had a good effe&, and was a
grcat relief to the dead white plaﬁer of the re- =
o maning




IR W FLTINETJETE. RERITL S

I§i

282 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY . [APRIL,

maining part up to the cexlmg At the upper
end of the audience-room was a fmall ﬁtadc, raifed
a few feet from the floor, upon which was placed
the chair'of ftate, ornamented with a canépy of

red damatk, and-decorated with the p’brt‘raits of

cach fide of the Prefident’s chair. ‘The levéé
was attended by about one hundred: arid twenty
perfons, the greater part of whom- appcarcd in
the regimentals of the éftablifhed ‘malitia of the'
country ; and, in fudh:a well drefled cbmpany,
our thread-bare un#forms fuffered much by ‘comi<
parifon. I had, however; taken 'thie- precantion
to apologize to his Excellency for the reduced
ftate of our apparel,.and he did not fai,-on in-

their Catholic Majeﬁﬁ':s{ which Were ‘placed on

~ troducing us to his frierdds, to enumerate- the

hardfhips we had undergone, to ftaté the length
of time -we had~been:dbient frem'ixthe ‘civilized .
world, and to conclude, on ev<:ry ‘Hecuhion): 'wn‘.h
fome: panegyric on the laborious underté.kmg i
which we had becnfo-long’ crgaged.’ ~This very
polite and  friendly attention. foon rdieved us
from any cmbarraffment whichy-at firftj it ‘was

" natural we thould- feel in being thus ‘enexpe®-
,cdly thrown into a’ carc'lc of gentlemen, ‘who

made a very fpk:-ndid appearance, and who feemed.

' to have great pride i’ «conforming to the fafhion

of thc day, and the cthueftc of court parade

known.
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known, we received the moft flattering congra~
tulations on our arrival at St. Jago, accompanied
by very friendly invitations to their houfes ; and
every one¢ appeared to be anxious to make our
time pafs as pleafantly as the circumftances of
the place would permit. The fpecimen we had

- _already receivéd from our very hofpitable friends
at Valparaifo, left us no room to doubt the fin-
cerity of. thefe firangers, whofe kind folicitude
to gratify our inclinations on every trivial occa-
fion, was infinitely greater than could reafonably
have been expected. After we had feverally
paid -our compliments to the Prefident, the levee
broke up, and we followed the reft of the party,

accompanied by Don Ramon and Captain Caf- 51

fada, to the levee of the Bithop of Chili, which : 35

always commences on the conclufion of the Pre- i |

fident’s. Here we were again received with the -

fame politenefs and affability which had mark T Y
" our reception at Don Ambrofio’s. The Bifhé |

+ is addrefled- by the title .of Ilhﬁrr imad, and’ the
' palacc in whlch he conftantly refides, in pomt of . ,
magnificence and thow, exceeded, in a great de- . '
gree, every houfe in St. Jago, not excepting the -
Prefident’s, to whom the Bihop is the next per-
fon in rank and confequence. The rooms here
were not {0 largc as thofe of the royal palace,
but thcy were. fuﬂncxcntb capacious and “well
proporgoncd thc walks. Wm;\_ﬂhun'r with yellow ' =
- ﬁlk )
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filk, feftooned at the top, the furniture was ra-
‘ther gaudy than elegant, yet every obje& befpoke
the richnefs and exalted ftation of the illuftrious
‘owner. The Bifhop was drefled .in a loofe cle-
rical garment of purple. filk; buttoned clofe, with
a fort of -apron that extended round his waift,
and reached below his knees. This part of his
drefs, I was given to underftand, is - commonly
worn in Spain by the dignitaries of the church.
The fame perfons who had attended the leveé
of his Excellency, repaired with us to the pa-
Jace of the Bifhop; but their dcport_mcnt here,
" in point of refpe®, far exceeded that which had
been thewn to the Prefident. Many priefts at-
tended the levee, one of whom always conduded
to the Bithop the perfon who was to be intro-
duced, who' ﬁTaﬁcienﬂy near, bent one
kne¢, and rfeeived in that fubmiffive attitude
the benedi&ion of the church. On this occa-
 fion, the Bithop with one hand made the figure -
of a crofs. over the head of the perfon:intro-
“duced; whilft he prefcntcd a rmg which he wore
on a finger of the other, to receive an*additional
‘homage, paid by touching it with the lips, as in
* the a& of kiffing. This ceremony was_ not re-
Atri&ed to a few, for we did not perceive any one
in the group that did not go through it; and,
.as-1 had made it a conftant rule to conform, on
*all occafions; to the innocent’manners apd cuf-
© 0 tems
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tornsr"ch whatever country we might chance to
vifit, I.thould not have hefitated to perform the
like ceremony on our mtroduéhon, had the
ftighteft hint been given, either by Don Ramon
or Captain Caffada, that it would be expe&ed
from us; but, as their filence left us completely
to our own feclings, we each of us fimply made
our bow, which appeared to be as well accepted,
and to reccnvé as ‘gracious a benedition, as if we
had adopted the other cuftomary formahty .
The Bithop made many very pertinent inqui-
ries refpeting the countries we had- vifited, and’
feemed to have great pleafiire in the little infor-
mation we were able to afford him ; for at this
time, we had not an interpreter with us, who fo
perfectly comprehénded what we - defcribed in
Englith as to make a faithful tranflation of it to
theéPrelate ; and I do not recolle& that Tever felt
* more real regret, than on this occafion, that I did
not fufficiently underftand the Spanith language
to hold a converfation with this apparently intel-
ligent gen’deman, who was _pleafcd to embracc
every opportunity of be{’covnng fome encomium *
on our late refearches, and to offer his congratula-
tionson our having {o happily concluded them.
- Frem the Bifhop’s palace we were conduéted,
by our. friends, to the houfes of the judges and
great officers.of flate, in all of which we expe-
rienced the fame coralalxty and friendlinefs, ‘and
: received.
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rccerved the fame preffing intreaties to vifit their
familics as had umfarmly been offered <by every
perfon with whorn R “had become acqudinted
fince our firt arrival i in” this hofpitable country.
About two o’clock we. returned to the. palace,
where we found the Prefident waiting our arrival
for dinner, which was ferved up on a plain deal
ill conftru&ed table, by no mecans correfponding
with the magniﬁccnée of the 'dipner_ {ervice,
which, was entirely compofed of filver. The
company confifted of the Prefident, Don Ramon
de Rofas, Captain Caffada, and ‘ourfelves; and
the converfation turned chiefly on the late la-
bours of our furvey, and the difcoveries we had -
made on the coaft of North Weft Amcnca,whrch o
were repeatedly honoured with the moft flatter-
ing commendations from the Captam General _ -
‘who appeared to be cxtrcmely interefted in the £
- events which we related. ol
~ After drinking coﬁcc, which is alwa}s brought
"in as foon as the cloth is removed, every one re-
tired to his private apartment, a cuftom Wh}ch ‘
fo generally prevails in this ki_h_gdém, that, be-
tween the hours of three in the afternoon and
fix in the cvcnmg, no perfon is feen in the
ftreets, the fhops are thut up, and the fame fhll-
nefs prevails as if it were aGually night. Accuf=
_tgrncd_as we had hitherto been to a life of con-
{tant anxiety, and 0 be fatisfied with Iittle reft,
RS _ T We
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we were at firft greatly at a lofs to difcover how™ =
we thould employ the hours which were thus’
dedicited to fleep by the fociety in which we
were now living ; but the exercife of the morn-~"
ing, the heat of the weather, the want of occu-
pation, and the natural inclination to fleep after
a hearty meal, foon reconciled us to the practice
of the country; and we all indulged in a fieffa, (or
afternoon’s nap) and enjoyed it I believe full as

much-as the moft Voluptuous Sparuard in tbc -
capital. R _

1
g
#,

Accompamed by our new friends, we were in-
troduced in the evening to the family of Senf
Cotappas, a Spanifh merchant of confiderable
eminence. ‘A defcription of this gentleman’s
manfion will ferve to convey an idea of the man-
‘ner in which all the houfes in the city of St.
Jago are built. This, like moft of the principal
“habitations, formed a quadrangle, inclofing an

" open area, or court-yard, of about thirty yards -
’ fquare, one fide of which is a dead wall that runs
parallel to the fireet; and, as none of the houfes :
are more than one ftory in height, this wall to- i
tally obfcures every appearance of the buildings
within. The eéntrance into the fore-court from
the {’crcct was through a gateway in this wall,. o
~ to which the houfe fronted occupying the oppo-
fite fide, whillt the wings, or two remaining fides
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of the fquare to the righ£~ and left, were; as is
moft commonly the cafe, divided into offices for
fervants, and fleeping apartments. Sent Cotap-
pas’s houfe confifted of an anti-chamber, a large
kind of dining-parlour, and bed-chamber. All
the rooms were very fpacious, the principal one
meafured about fixty feet in length, twenty-five .
feet in breadth, and I {hould think the height of
it was about equal to the breadth. .This room
was fuperbly, or rather finely, furnithed; from
the céiling- were fufpended two glafs luftres, or
chandeliers ; and on the walls were fome paint-
ings, the fubjedts of which were taken from the
facred writings ; at each end-of the room were
- large folding doors, The company. we here met
Y were dxvxded intg two parties; thg. Jadies were
- feated on cuthions on one fide of the ‘room, and
. the gentlemen were fitting oppofite to them on
_ chairs, amongft ‘whom we were inftantly fur-
nithed with feats, The entertainments.of the
evening confifted in a concert and ball, in both
of which the ladies had the principal fhare, and
feemed to take great pleafure in excelling in both
the accornphfhments of mufic and dancing. The
whale of the concert was performed. by the la-
? dies; one led the band on the piano-forte, whillt
the others filled up the accompaniments. on vio-

lins, ﬂutcs, and the harp; thc whole was ex-
* ‘ tremely -

“3
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tremcly well conduéted, and afforded us a mu-

~ fical treat, to whmh ‘We had been lono' intire
ﬁ:rangers.

‘We thould havc been extremcly happy to
have aviled ourfehcs of the prefling intreaties of
Senr Cotappas to Jom with the ladies in dancing,
but as their ‘country dances appéared to be very
dlﬁicult and as.no one_ amongft 3 ‘s could recol-
1e& the figures of any of thofe wé had been ac-
cuftomed to in England, we were under the -
mortification: of acknowledgmg our 'ignorance,
and dcchmng the intended cnnhty of the mafter
‘'of the houfe. - From this dxfappbmtment in the
pleafures of the evening we were, however, in
fome meafure relicved, by fome of the ladies,
who ‘had retired from the dance; fending us a
meffage, requefting we would join their party on
the ‘cuthions ; with this we inftantly complied,
‘and ‘confidered ourfelves greatly indebted for this
~ ‘mark of condefcenfion, as it was departing from

the eftablithed rules of their fociety on fuch-oc- +
cafions. The generality of the ladies in St. Jago -
are pot wanting in ‘perfonal charms, and mott of
thofc we had the pleafure of meeting this even-
ixxg might rather be confidered handfome than '
otherways; they are, in general, brunettes, with,
expreflive black eyes, and regula'r features; buta
want of that neatnefs, which is fo much valued
amongft Englxﬂ"mcn and fo much the pride of
- Voi. VL U . my
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my fair countrywomén, was ‘confpicuous in many
particulars, efpecially in the total negled of their
tecth, which are fuffered to become intolerably
dirty. This inattention was not only in a very
high degree offenfive, but it ap:peared to us in<
compatible with the pains that feemed to have
been taken in the decoration of their perfons;
for, at this aflembly, they were all fuperbly
drefled, agreeably to the fathion of the country.
The moft fingular part of their drefs was a fort-
‘of bell-hooped petticoat, that reached from the
waift to juft below the knees, thouglf fome of
them did not wear them quite fo low; imme-
diately beneath this external part of their drefs
appeared the under linen garment, the bottom
of whxch as well as the taffels of their garters,
was frmged with gold lace. - v

The general deportment of the: ladxes was
lively and unreferved ; and they very obligingly

loft no opportumty of” rclieving us from- every
little embarrafiment, to which the difadvantages
we laboured under, in not underﬁandmgnthelr
language, frequently expofed us; and 1. verily
believe that there were few occafions, during the

whole of ocur voyage, in-which our want of
knowledge of the Spamﬁl language was more:
fincerely regretted ; as it deprived us of the plea-
fure of enjoying the lively fallies of wit which we
had reafon to believe occurred very often 4n the:
- 'fcinale
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female circles, by the laughter and applaufe that
their converfation o frequently occafioned.” This
was certainly an evidence of their natural inge-

~ nuity, though it did not amount toa proof of

their minds having been duly cultivated; and it
is not without ¢oncern that I ftate, from the tef«
timony of their own countrymen, that the edu-
cation of the female part of the fociety in St.
Jago is fo fcandaloufly neglected, as to eonfine
the knowledge of reading and writing_to a few
_ of the ladies only. Some of them had-the good-
" nefs to give us their names in writing; that wé
might the more eafily difcover and learn the true
pronunciation of them ; thefe were always writ-
ten in large letters; but I do nottfiean from this.
circumftance, or from our I}‘aﬁng received but
few of their names, to itifer, that the education of
the fex is as much confined as was reprefented to
us; yet the circumftance of their bcmg totally un-
acquainted with any other langnage than the dia-

- lectof the Spanifh fpokeén at St. Jago, evinced that
 their education had been very little attended to.

Excepting the inftances which are unhappily
to be found, amongft the fex in England, the fe-
male part of the fociety poflefs a chara&eriftic
delicacy of fentiment and expreffion ; but here
fuch a degree of levity is ‘obfervable in the con-
duct of the ladies, not only in their converfatior,
but in dancing and on other occaﬁom, asto give

.. U2, - a ftranger
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a ftranger, and particularly an Englithman, no
reafon to entertain a very ‘exalted opinion of
their virtue, but rather to imprefs him with no-
tions prejudicial to the female chara&er. T muft,
however, in juftice to all thofe ladies with whom
I had the honour of being acquainted, and they
were very many, beg leave to ftate, that I difco-

‘vered nothing that could impeach the fidelity of

the marri¢d women, nor attaint the charadter of
the {ingle ladies ; notwithftanding that the man-

“ners and cuftoms of the country in which they

live fanction ‘a freedom' of fpeech,. and a fami-
liarity of behaviour, that tended, in our-opinion,
to abridge the fex of a portion of that refpe& from
the men, of which, as Englithmen, we did not like
to fee them deprived. To them we were indebted
for the moft ¢ivil and obliging attention that can

- be imagined during our refidence in the capital;

their doors were always open‘to‘ receive us; their
houfes were in a mannercur homes ; their en-
tertainments were formed for the fole purpofe of
affording us amufement ; and no endeavour was
omitted that could, in any way, contribute to the
pleafure we receiyed in mixing with their fociety.

" Nor were we lefs indebted to all thofe gentlemen

to whom we became known; who exercifed the
utmoft of their powers to render our ftay at St.
Jago agreeable, by thewing us every thing wor-
thy of our notice, and by communicating every in-

‘ ,foiimitjx’on
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formation that was either ufeful or entertaining.

We were under particular obligations to Don-

Ramon de Rofas and Captain Caffada, for their
unremitted attention, and goodnefs in introduc-
ing us to all the rcfpe&able families refiding in
St. Jago.

The time that we remainedfi the capxtal of

Chili, pafled nearly in the fame manner as[ have:

already defcribed, without the occurrence of any.

incidents to require a particular relation; for this
reafon I fhall pafs over the feveral pleafant en-

gagements we had in the different families dur-
ing our refidence in this hofpitable place, and

- proceed to give fome account of the public-
buildings in the city, and to detail fuch other in--

* formation as we were- enabled to colle&®, and

which, probably, may not be unacceptable to my-

readers. In doing this, however, I thall not pledge.

“myfelf for the authenticity of the fads, nor the.

precifion of the circumftances I am about to re--
late, bccaufc\l was_mot fufEiciently acquainted-
with the Spamfh language to put the queftions.
that 1 withed to have zefolved in a proper way

myfelf, nor to acquire the information 1 fought

for, in fo corre& a manner as is defirable in in-
quiries of this nature ; in addition to this difad-
vantage, I found it almoft impoffible, on,_a va-
riety of occafions, to make our interpreters tranf-
late “our qucfhons on fubjedls on which they

U3 were.
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- were- not converfant, fo as to obtain, from thofe
‘who were able to reply to them, fatlsfa&.ory an-
fwers. - ’
~“The city of St. Jago, mcludmg the detached
houfes, or fuburbs, I fhould fuppofe, cannot be
lefs than three or four miles i n circumference’;
but this is only by eftimation, as I did not con-
verfe with any one who could, or did, anfwer me
this queftion; but as the ftreets rug at right an-
gles to each .other, and fome of thém are little
fhart of a mile in length, this computation cannot
be very erroneous.  The city is well fupplied with
water from the river Mapocho, -which has its
fource in the mountains, at fome diftance from
the capital, and is made to branch oﬁ in fuch a
manncr, on its approachxng the tow n, as to pafs
through the principal ftreets.  This, in a hot cli-
mate, cannot but be fuppofed a very gréat luxury,
and as_condut:ing extremely to the health of the
inhabitants; but the fame want of cleanlinefs
ﬁhgt pervades the infides of- the houfes, here ma-
nifefted itfelf in the open air, and inftead of this
fiream'bécoming the means by which the ftreets
: mxght haw/been kcpt conftantly fiweet, it is ren-
dercd a moft infufferable nuifance, by the pro-
' dxgxous quantxty of filth which is emptied into
it from the houfes. As no care was taken that
a fufficiency of water fhould be brought dovy,;l
to carry the ibxl and nafhncfs away, nor to re-
. move
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mové it in.places where it formed obftructions

to the current, and produced the moft offenfive
- exhalations; and as the ftreets, which are narrow,
are partially. paved with fmall ftones.in the mid-
dle, and with only a few flag-ftones for foot paf-
fengers on the fides, our walking about the town

was, from thefe c1rcum{’canccq rendered: very un-. ‘

plcafant

"The river before mentioned, from whence the
city 1s fupphcd_thh water, overflowed its banks,
in the month of June, 1783, in confequence of
an mundatxon, and ruihed.-down towards St. Jago,
with - fuch impetuous fury, that it demolithed
almoft all ‘the dams that defended the country,
did confiderable damagc in the town, and filled
every.individual with fear and confternation left
a fecond inundation fhould fucceed; in which
cafe, from .the extremely defencelefs ftate in
- which thefe torrents had left the city, there was
great reafon to apprehend that not a fingle edifice
would be left ftanding in the capital. The pre-
fent Captain-General gave immediate orders that

plans:ﬂlou_ld be made by the moft able and ex-

perience\('i':.engin,cers and architets, for the pur-
pofe of replacing a wall, or dam, that had prin-
- cipally "defended the city from the river, and
which _had been deftroyed, at this time, by the
inundating force. of its waters; but, notwith-
s (tandmg that the defign he had in view was for
U4 , the

»

T '_
i ...._... i

Mﬁ ﬁ' T~

-
i—_
5
- i“ y
-
1
i
A




A ) . .

3 '

P 266 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [arrix,

» & I 3 L
A  the protection of St. Jago and the furroundmg _
3 %@ country, and to infure the fafety, interefts, and

- comforts of the inhabitants, yet, a popular party
was made aga.mﬁ: bim, as in the 1nﬂ:ance of the
new road, which he pro.}c&ed and is now’ carry-
ing into execution between. this placc and Val.
paraifo, and,- aftez cxpencncmg much fatxgue,
perplexity, and expence, it was not until the
month of Janua.ry, 1792, that he cﬂ"c&cd his
purpofe fo far, as to begm the excavation. for the
new wall, .or dam, agamft the fide of the nver.
This will long remain a monument of hxs pa-
trxotxfm and perfevcrance, and he has now the

' ;gratxﬁcatlon of heanng many of thofe: who had
before oppofed  the undertaking, acknowlcdge.
this valuable defign to be’ an eﬂ"e&ual protc&mn '
atramﬁ: any | fature danger. )

- The wall is faid to have’ a foundation fourtecn
fect below;, and to rife asmany fcet above, the; .
furface « of the water; it appeared to be a vcry"
firong work wc]l executed, and capablc of reﬁﬁ:-
ing any force or wcxght of water that may come
agam& it." - It not only affords complctc fecmty
to the’ town, but ferves as an agrceablc walk for
the recreation of thc mhabxtants. -On the fide
next to the water a parapct wall is raifed, fuﬂi-‘
cxently high to prevcnt any accxdent in Walkmg, .
it s abwta quarter of a mile in Iength ‘and, at
‘convenierit diftances,’ ﬂlghts ‘of eafy and commo-
R s dious
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dious ftairs are judicioufly placed to afcend the
wall, from whence a ¢ommanding view is ob-
' tained of St. ‘Jago and the adjacent country. The
Whole is built with brick and lime-mortar, and,
on the firft flone being laid, an obelifk, in imi-
fation of that in St. Peter’s fquare, and many
others in Rome, was ere@ed, on the pedeftal of
whxch is thc followmgmfcnpnon, in Spamih

"D, O.-M.. .
In the relgn of Charles the Fourth
and

Durmg _the Government of this 'Kingdom, .

by
- Don Ambrofio Higgins -
S~ - de
V  Vallenar;
Who ordered
Thefc dams to be conﬁru&cd
in the year

1792.

There were two very fumptuous fabrics ere&-.
- ing in St. Jago, which, when finifhed, as I was.
informed by the Prefident, would be unequalled -
m New Spain; the one is the Caffa de Moneda, _

. or the mmey-hazf/é, and the other is the cathcdral

At the diftance of about five quadras¥® to the -

fouthward of the principal {quare, is ereting, by

® Thirty-fix quadras make a mile.

order
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order of his Catholic Majefty, the Money-Houfe,
or Mint. The fituation is open, healthy, and
‘well chofen for this extenfive and fpacious build-
ing, which appeared to be conftru@ing upon the
plan of the public ofﬁ\ces contained within Somer-
fpt-Houfc in London, though the ftru&ure is by
no means equal to that edifice, either in fize or -
'magmﬁcence. It is intended for the refidenice of
all the offiters and pcoplc belonging to the Mint,
The apartments for the former are large and
cornmodxous, and the rooms’ for the latter are
'very coavenient. To_thefe are added a fort of
Txofpxtal for the fick, and a chapel for divine fer-
vice. - Large places are to be fitted up for the
reception of the materials aniyﬁcnts ufed
in aflaying the precious metals;’and feparating
them from the cre. The walls are built with
farge bricks, and the cement, or mortar, is from
lime procured by the calcination of thells. Part
of the infide-was plaftered with a moft delicate
“white fubftance, that had the appearance of being
very durable. Moft of the iron-work-ufed in the
building, and fuch as is neceffary for the 1mple--
ments, &ec. ufed in the bufinefs of coining, is im-
ported from Old Spam.- Patterns -for the bal-
conies, balufters, and rails, hgve been tranfmitted
from St. Jag’o'to ‘Bifcay, -which have been fent
“back in.iron, moft perfedly and- fatisfaGorily

executed. All the wood made ufe of in this fa-
' bric
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bric is oak, excepting for the doors and windows,
which are made of cyprefs. The principal front
is to the north, and is about one hundred and
fifty yards"%n length. Befides the door, or grand
entrance, which is adorned with eight columns,

there are ¢ighteen inferior windows, and eighteen -

fuperior balconies. The two other fronts look
to the eaft and to the weft, and are each of them
ong hundred and feventy-eight yards in length;
thefe are decorated in the fame manner as the
principal -front, with pillars and balconies, be-
tween which are various efcutcheons, with de-
vices alluding to the purpofe for which the build-
ing is ere:&c‘d. The court-yard is forty-five yards
fquare, the whole adorned with .columns, archi-
trave, frize and cornice, which extend round the
court-at fome little diftance from the building.
“The principal entrance. leads into a fpacious
faloon ; on the right arc the apartments deftined
for the fuperintendent, and on the left are to

Dbe thofe of the auditor; befide thefc, in the other

two fronts, are the public offices, the hall for
drawing bills, the office for weighing gold and
filver, the treafury, auditory, chapel, hofpital,
&c. &c. After paffing through the court-yard
towards the fmelting-offices, we entered a paf-
fage, fourteen yards wide, which led round all

the workthops and offices of labour: the whole

of the edifice is of the Doric order, and the
) diftribution
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diftribution of the offices and apartments ap-’
peared to have been well confidered and judi-
cioufly appropriated. The communications were
likewife commodious; and well concerted to fa-
cilitate the bufinefs between one office and ano-
ther, and the whole together was a ﬁru&’urc
well deferving our attention. -

The archite&t is profeflor Don. Joa. Jocfca,
difciple of the- licutenant- -general Don Francifco
Savatini, firft drchite to his Catholic Majefty
Don Joefca undertook to_finith and-complete
this building for feven hundred thoufand dollars,
and the Captam -General, imprefled with a juft
idea of the ufe and importance of fuch an eftab=
lithment, was induced to give his confent to the
undertaking, as the calculation of the expence
bore, in his eftimation, no proportion to the ad-
vantages it would afterwards infure, or the con-
venience it would afford.. The archite&, how- -
ever, feems to have been greatly miftaken in the i
monéey which he ftated the-building would coft,
ds the Prefident affured me, he was clearly of
opinion, that it would require a million and an
half of dollars to be expended on the edifice be-

~ fore it could be completely finithed.

h There is a fmall hill, about twelve quadras
diftant from the principal fquare, in the. grounds,
belonging to the religious of the -Dominican
order, which is called St. Domingo. ~“This. hill-

) 7 contains
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contains d-quarry of freeftone, of a whltxfhcofour,—
foft, and eafily worked by the ehiffel. The vi-
cinity of this hill tothe city, and the facility with

——which thc {tones were e procured from the

quarry, induced-the Bithop Don Juan Gonzales
de Mclgarego to begin the labsfious undertaking
of buxlmn/ac/athcdral for which purpofe he
rave forty-three thoufand dollars towards its erec=
'n, and laid the firft ftone of the edifice on the

it day of July, 1748. At this time there was =
_not an artift in the kingdom of Chili to whofe

ablht} a work of this dcfcnptlon could be-en-
trufted, for which reafon no particular plan was
adhered to, and the archite@ure feems to be a
medley of whatever occurred to the perfons who
fuperintended its conftru&ion. The principal

front is to the eaft; that fide which communi- -

cates with the cpifcopal palace is to the fouth,
and the north front runs parallel to the ftreet.

The length of the building is about one hundred -

and twenty yards, ‘its breadth is not lefs than

“thirty-five, and the height of the ‘middle aifle is

eighteen yards.

It was not until after thxrty years were expired,
that application was made to Madrid for a fkilful
profeflional perfon to fuperintend the completion
of this edifice. In the year 1775, Don Joefca,
the archite@ employed in building the money-
houfe, was appomted to this office, and, fortu-
. g . nately,
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begun. The plans he drcw were. fubmiitted to
the then prelate, Don Manuel de Alday ; and, on
the firft day of March, in the year 1780, this
artift took upen himfelf the charge of the build-
ing, which, at this time, wanted only five arches
to reach the line of the priricipal front; the ele-
_vation of which, I was given to underftand, is a
clofe imitatior: of St: John de Laateran, and ac-
cording to the defigns of the famout Barromini:
There are three doors in this fide, embellifhed
with columns of the Ionic order; withir is a
handfome ftaircafe, that leads to light and elegant
towers, which’ add greatly to the beautiful ap-
pearance of this front. . The cathedral contains
ten altars, and, though they appearéd to have -
been conftructed without regard to any rule of
proportion, yet they are well worthy of attention.
The columns and pilafters of each #te an éxcel- <
‘lent imitation of jafper; thefe are green, the
pedeftals are red, the cornices yellow, the bafes
and capitals are gilt, and the whole together pro-
duces a very good effe®. The colour of the
ftone, with which this edifice is built, refembles
that of the Portland ftone of England; but
whether it is of the fame durability, or not, time
only will determine.  The workmarithip of the
mafon appeared to us to be ill executed, as few

of the edges of the ftoncs were fo neatly wrought
' as
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as to fit with cxa&ncfs. Spires and otherchurch -+ “,(
ornaments, We were given to underftand, were
intended to be ereded, but the time when the B
building would be finithed was not afcertained; ;
the priefts, however, faid mafs in onie part of it,

- whichiwvas fufficiently completed for that purpofe..

A very large church isalfo conftructing, under .
the dire&ion of the fame archite@; this ftruGure K E
is built with bricks, its front is of the Doric or- e
der, with two large towers, in which confiderable
knowledge of beauty and proportion feems to
have been' difplayed.~ The infide of this church S
is of the Ionic order, it contains three aifles and - B
feven chapels. - - .

The gaols of the cxty ha’»mor fal‘cn into decay -

fome years ago, and becoming infecure for the
conﬁncment of prifoners, a largé bmldmg, of the

 Tufcan order, was ereed, and appropriated to
this purpofe. This ftructure has rather a mag-
nificent appearance and the-diftribution of the
cells and apartments it contains feems to have -
been made with confiderable judgment. The

.centre of the building is occupied by a grand
tower, in which’is thc city clock ; and the bell,

- which ftrikes the retreat at nine o'clock; after
‘which, it becomes the duty of the watchmen to
fecure all perfons of -fufpicious appearance, or
fuch as are found in the ftrcets with unlawful
weapons, - '

cfide
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- Befide thefe pubhc bmldmcrs, about -half a
quadra from the principal fquare is a houfe be-
longing to Sen' Don Jofe Ramirez de Saldana;
perpetual regidor of St. Jago, and one of its moft
opulent citizens. The porch, which 1isin the
centre of the principal front of this manfion,.is
decorated with Doric columns, and many pillars
of the fame order are with confiderable tafte ar=

* ranged on each fide of it. This building isae-
puted to be the only one in the city in which the
rules of archite&ture have been ﬁ:ri‘&ly obferved;
and,. on that account, it is highly efteemed by
thofe of the inhabitants who have any knowledge

. of the art, or tafte for regular compofitions:

- A very good houfe was erefting about fix qua=
dras from the fquare before mentioned, after 4
defign of Imgo Jongs, as a country refiderice fof
Sent Don Jofe Antomo Aldunate, the Provifor
General of this blfhopnck, who 1s juftly extolled.

* for his polifhed manners and literary abilities.

At the diftance of fourteen quadras from the

- fame fquare a chapel was building; at the ex-
pence of the friars belonging to the order of St:
Francifco. The Doric prevails in theé external

o _compofition of this edifice, but within the pillérs

| are of the Corinthian order. It cofitains ‘ten

diftin& chapels, is dedicated to our Lady of C?u‘-

min; and is called the Little Convent; ’

' Having given fome account of the foft con-

: fpicuous
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fpicuous public and other: buildings,. that were
either finithed or erecting, in St. Jago, I fhall now.
proceed - to ftate fuch information réfpeing the

population and. commerce. of ' this c1ty as- I was
~enabled to. procure. [ -

- St. Jago, the caplta.l of Cﬁlh, is {’cated to havc

".been founded on ‘the 12t of February, §.541;

This city. is the refidence of the Prefident, whe
is Captain~General ‘of the whole kingdom,.and -
Govcrhof and. prcﬁding Judge’ ef ' thc audien‘cc _

thirty thonfénd‘ﬁve_hundred : 1tz;hab;tants ; and _ if
my eftimation of.its extent be-not very. incorred,

it muft be corifideredas populous: ;‘The fubors
~\ dinate cities in-this great kingdom are, Cequimbo
~h111an, Conception, and:Valdivia; and the prin-
* &pal towns-are Valparaifo, Capiapo, Vallenar,
* 8t. Francifco. de Borja, St. Raphiacl de la Rofa

2 Lxgua, Quillota, Los Andcs, Melipilla, St..Jo-
feph, Ancencagua, St: Ferdinand, Curico, Talca,
Linares, Nueva, Bilboa, C’augeres, and others of
lefs importance. . ‘

-~ The kmgdom of Chxh s, ﬁated to cxtend .in
a northem ‘and fouthern: du‘eéhon, from. the un-

‘inhabited parts of Atacama, whlch divides it'ffom

the’ v1ce~royalty ‘of Peru, to the ftraits of Magel-

Ian; and, in a; Weﬁem and eaftern dire&ion,

from; the ocean’ "to ‘the foot of the. CordxlIcras,
whxch divides it from the vice-royalty of Buenos
. Vor. VL. X Ay_rcs 3
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Ayres; but I cannot help being of opinion, that
the kingdom.:of .Chili does not extend further
fouth than*the fouthern - cxtremxty of the ifles de
Chiloc, as I Thould >confider the: American. coaft,

to the fouthward of thofe iflands; to_bc that. of.

Patagonia. Tt is divided into two bifthopricks, or
proi'i"ac‘es,"S‘t Jago-and Cbncépfibn,’ each of which
are under the xmmedlatc cate and’ dxreé’aon of an
Intendant ; Bngadxer Don Francifeo-. Lia Mata.
" Linares has the ch‘afge of the latter; and the fur~

- ther title of Chief Intendant of the province of St.
* Jago is added ‘to thereft of. the ‘pofts -of honour -

- -and-places of emolument enjoyed byithe prefent.
* Gaptain-General Don: Ambirofic-Higgins deVal-

lenar; the value of whofe appointments amounty
antally, tosthirty “thoufsnd dollars, whilft thale .
of- Don LaMataLinares:do-not exceed ten thous B
- fandidollars. - “Thefe - pravinces dre each: fidbdi¢

vided into fmallidif¥riés, which. ‘originally .werd
knowh by the name of" Corrcvxrmcntos, but are

“now-called Subdelegaciones. ©° D sl

- There is about a million of fpccxc coxned at
S¢.. .Jago‘-cvcry year, which is .the ‘fond: from
whencé the falaries of the:ftate officers; the mi-

litaty ‘eftablithmient, and “other incidental .ex-

~ pences of the” government; are defrayed. - The
army confifts of a battalion of infantry in Con-
ception’; -two fquadrons of - horfey ome company
of dragoens;and two' of artillery: .:The cavalry
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_of 'this country are_all well mounted;-and" ex-
tremely expert horfemen; dnd were-they:as {kil-
ful 'in the ufé: of fire-armis as they are in'the ma-~
nagement-of the fword-and the lance, they woul
not be inferior to any traops of this dcﬁ:nptxon in:
Europe. '] wasigivenr to:tinderftand, that in cafe

of an attack:upon:Valpataifo; the prmc1pa1~f fea~
pott of thekingdom; an army-of eight thoufand
~ tnen, confifting of cavalry and militia, could there .

be affembled for its defence in twenty-fours hours.
-The country, to the fSuthward. of ‘the river

Biobio, in. the province..of Concgption; is inha-

“bited by.a-nation .of rvery:ifitrce: Indians, who
formerly committed . great *depredations. on. the
frontiers ‘under-the Spanifh: authofity, ‘and: lived
in-a continmal ftate of “hoftilify swith their civi-

hzcd neighbours; butjin confequence of:the hu~ -
. mane, judicious,and political arrangemcﬁts-whxch

have been ' 'made; fromStime :to. tife; - by Don

' Ambrofio Higgins, the fumberiof the: turbulent

'~fpmts has been miuch:rediiced, and : thc natwes - B

now,; ccafg to-be ‘rc-gard'ed with any»appmhenﬁon -

by ‘the Spaniards. : In-the -diftri& which they -

'occupy,-ff was-given ‘to underftand, there were. -

ten thoufand Warriors, a«robuﬁ and hardy Tace: of e

mcn butsfo:far had. the: wife: admlmﬁrahon ‘of .
the prefent: Captaxn-Geﬁer&T ﬁ:cceedcd’ in’ fub- -

«dumg the natural- fCl‘OClty of ‘thefe Indlans, ‘and

in bnngmg theém ovet -to fupport- the ‘authority
. X.‘Z,.-i,_and~
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and interefts of: the crowti-of: Spain ; “that Don
Ambrofio did not entertain:the: leaflt -doubt of
their co-operating #ith the forces of His Catho-
. Tie Majeftys fhould it bemeceffary . to call: them
forth againfithe invafion of a foreign cnemy.. -

* - Indépendently of : the: warfare:-which fhefe

p_eebléérﬁgd,”"f?r:-maﬁy:.yeg’ti;.-:carzi‘ed?‘orrfagaiﬁﬁ"i '

the Spaniards; they were fubject to continnal - X
furrédtions: and " infernal - cominotions. amongft
themfelves.:-- »_'I_B.ur-ing ‘the ‘tine* that Don Ama

brofio had the chief military ‘command'oni'this
frontier; he happily Tuéceeded in terminating the

feuds vehich had 46 long -prevailed: amongft -the
feveral tithes compofing. this-great ‘nation, and
had introdiiced amongit the ferocious inhabitants
of this country, a-fpint of induftrysand a defire
to- excel zach-othier in' the cultivation of the

grotind;: the breeding of Cattle, and other peaces

ful arts§ but npon ‘his being: promesed to the
. g}e{‘atéd;;ﬁtﬁafion which he now fills, with fo
. much horior ‘te himfelf, and benefit to thé coun-

" try, he” was under' the ‘neceflity of leaving the
' guardianhip of thefe children of nature; and of
-~ repairing to the capital.  Soon after: hisdepar-
 ture. from the fromtiers, f{cﬁ_l__;é.aixndﬁities, and

. new caufes for jealoufy, arofe amongft the diffe-
rent tribes, which .ended in a war, that was fu-

" rvioufly carried on by-all parties. Their peaceful

and domeftit; ogcupations o longer engeged their
" L attention,
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attention, and their agriculturé and breeding of

cattle, which had-become the fources from whence .

they were enabled to -derive’ many comforts;
_ were abandoned and totally neglected. Don Am-
\"broﬁo, 'with the fame¢ warmth of heart and in-
tereft for the happmefs and profpenty of the In-
&w.ns, whlch during his reﬁdence amono& thcm,

had produced fo valuable an effe& on thcu'tcm-

pers and difpofitions, reprefented to the Court of -

Midrid the commotions that continued to exift
amongﬁ: the Auraucan and other tribes on that

frontier ; and, at the fame time, propofed- fuch -

meafures as, in his op:mon, were maft likely ta
reconcile the differences, and eftablith a perma-
nently good underftanding between the contend-

ing chiefs of the four Butalmapus, which are the

four diftri®s into which th;s natxon of In&ans s
divided.

_ In confequence of this rcprefentatlon, and the

meafures recommended by the Captain-General,

he was dire@ed by the Spanifth court to repair ta:

the camp of Negrete, and there to hold a conve- |

cation, for the purpofe of hearing and redreffing;
thofe grievances which were ftated by the feveral -

chiefs to be the caufes of 'all their difcontents’

and, as the preliminary fpeech of the Preﬁdgnzg}_

~ on this oecafion, tends greatly to exhibit th‘é na-

tural chara&er and gcncral d:fpoﬁtxon of “thefe
pcople, I have been tempted tg infert a tranfla- -

X& . ~ tion
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tion of it from the Indian-language, under the
lmprcﬁi@n that, to thofe of my readers who may
be curious in tracmg the gradations of the hu-
man chara@er, from a favage.up to 2 civilized
ftate, it may not be unacceptablc.

. The fpeech of Fleld—MarﬂJal Don Ambrofio
Higgins de Vallenar, Prefident, Governor,
and Captain-General of the kingdom of
Chili, to. the Auraucan and other Indian

~ nations, met in convocation in the camp of

- Negrete, on the 4th day of March, 1793.

¢« Chiefs, my antient and honourable friends ;
full of joy and fatisfattion that I now meet upon
this happy ground .of Negrete, as formerly on
that of Longuilmo, the great chiefs and princi-
pal leaders of the four Butalmapus, into which
this valuable country is divided, that ftretches
from the fouth of this great. river Biobio to. the.
outer parts of the moft fouthern continent, and
from the Cordilleras to the great ocean; I falute
you all with joy, and with the utmoft: fincerity
of my heart. I am ordered by the king, my
mafter, to falute you in His Majefty’s name, and
to congratulate you on the felicity of this aufpi-
cious day, which, through my mediation, on ac-
- count of the love I'bear you all, has reftored the
ineftimable blefﬁngs of peace to the four Bu-
talrnapus. -

“ With
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.« With the utmoﬂ: precifion and dxfpatch I
have taken care to remove every obftacle that im-. | i
- peded the attainment of this moft welcome ob- ’
jeét.. I have alfo been indefatigable in difpofing. ‘
the minds of thofe to peace who were reftlefsand L
prone to revenge, or to take great umbrage on b
little occafions; and I have been unweancd in {=
all the conferences I have had with the feveral g
‘chxcfs, fince my arrival at the fort of Angels, and ‘ }
m this encampmcnt, during the time that I have
waited for the arrival of thofe more diftant lead-
¢rs, who are now colleéted with the other mem=
bers of this affembly. Ihave patiently and fully
examined the complaints of fome, and heard the
~excufes of others, on the diftrefling" fubje& of -
your diffentions, your animofities, and your wars,
fo that nothing now remains for me to learn of
all their direful caufes. To-day, ‘however, the: —— 3~
fun thines bright, and I fee, with heart-felt joys
that on my once again drawing nigh unto you, .
a friendly difpofition appedrs in all, to terminate |
‘the unhappy differences which long, too long, ‘ oy
have fubfifted amongft you ; and I perceive that '
you are prepared, once more, to unite in thofe
facred bonds of peace,- in the. full enjoyment of
whichI left you, on .my feparation from you,;‘
and departure for St. Jago. I rejoice that you :
all'with to bury, under the fod of ‘this encamp- ’ﬂ
ment, all your animofities, heart-burnings, dif-
C X 4 putés,

P R e




" 312 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [Arr1L,
putes, and differences; and may the prefent
meeting be a commencement of perpetual feli-
city to all the children of man who refide in the
countries that extend from Biobio to Chiloe.

¢ Recolle& your fituation, O my friends, when’
I was appointed by -His Majefty to the military
command of this frontier, and deftined to fit -
down among you. There are many amongft
you, who can remember the miferable ftate in
which I found the wholc'count_i'y; it was de-
ftroyed on both fides the river, it was defolate and
laid wafte, and all its inhabitants were fuffering
the dreadful calamities of unceéﬁ{lg furious wars,
brought on by their own intemperance and un-
ruly paffions; many of whom were obliged ta™
retire, with their women and children, to the

_ mountains, and were reduced at laft to the ne-
ceflity of feeding -on their faithful dogs that fol-
lowed them! The great chiefs and Indians of

~ the Butalmapus were witnefs of thefe things.
Before I left you, however, (on his Magcﬂ:y being -
gracioufly pleafed to promote me to "the: prefi-
dency of the kingdom) your houfes were rebuilt,
your fields fmiled with a yellow harveft, and your °
paftures were richly decorated with the herds of
your cattle. Your women provided you with
comfortable ‘rarmcnts the h}gh—mlndcd and un-
ruly young men obéyed the voice of the chiefs 3
and none of thofe. cxccﬁ'es were pra&xfcd which,

fince -
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fince my departure, have exceeded the cruelties "
and- profligacy of your antient barbarifm; to -
which you would probably have altogether re-
turned, had it not been for the zeal of your Com-
mander General, who reported your proéeedings
to me, and happily fufpended, until I thould be
fent amongft you, the fatal effe@s of your dif-
cords.

“I do mot, however, w1fh to fupprefs the
merit to which you have a juft claim, or to con~ -
ceal, that, in the midft of all thefe difturbances,
you rigoroufly obferved the promifes you made
me in Longuilmo. - The Spanifh fettlements,
fituated on the fouthern fide of this great river;
have been, by you, moft fcrupuloufly refpeéted,
their perfons have been held facred, their cattle
have not been difturbed, and in no one circum= =
ftance have you broken the faith and goodwill - - g
which you pledged yourfelves to maintain. Of . . L

g ey .e"“"‘;\i“."f"?"h’-‘f“ T e
) [N

all this have I been made acquainted, from time S E
to tin¥e, by the feveral commanders on the fron- . . E
tier; and for this honourable part of }our con- <
du& I give you all due thanks. What I then
promifed I likewife have firiftly performed ; 1
have recommended the four Butalmapus to the
protc&ion of the king; I have fupplicated him
to continue to them his patcmal afliftance ; and
His MaJcﬁ\, with that greatncfs of foul, and -

pxety
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piety of heart, which fo eminently diftinguith his
— ’ royal charaCer, has been' pleafed to order, that
you thall be fupportéd and protected fo long as
you may deferve the bleflings of his favor, by
adhering to the good, feparating yourfelves from.
the bad, and evincing, by the general tenor of
your condu, your fubordination and obedience.”
The humanity, good fenfe, patience, and pe:z-

{everance, of the Captain General, very confpi-
cuoufly appear upoh this occafion ; and it is not
lefs pleafing to obferve, that, even amongft thefe
untaught nations of the earth, their political en-
gagements are {crupuloufly fulfilled; and that
the diftrefles cdnfcqﬁeﬁt on inteftine warfare,

have not the power to make them violate their
treatics, or to break thofe promifes which they

folemnly pledge themfelves to perform.

The territorial pofleffions of fuch of the In-
~dians- as have ‘fubmitted to the authority, and
placed themfelves under the prote&ion, of the
Spanith crown, have been all confirmed to them
by treaty; to be ufed, cultivated, or “difpofcd‘ of,
agreeably to their own withes or determinations;
and, as an incitement to their future indufiry
and repofe, I was informed by Don Ambrofio,
that he had purchafed from them a large tra&
of land, which he had divided, and laid out ad-
xamavcouﬂ}, for the pvmoic~ of agriculture-and
“breeding

o
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breeding cattle ; and had left it in their poflef~
" fion, under the dire&ion of proper perfons to fee
his defigns carried into effe&.

Whilft we were under the hofpitable roof of
the Prefident, I had an opportunity of feeing a
chief and fix of the Indians, who had come to
the palace to pay an annual vifit of refpect to the
Captain General. Thefc people were of a mid-
dling ftature, they were ftout and well made, of
regular features; and not unlike the North-Weft

American Indians ; ghéy were drefled after the.

Spanifh fathion of the country; but if an opinion
can be correétly formed of the tribe they belong
to from fo fmall a fample, they would, by no

‘means, anfwer the expe&ations I had formed of

their prowefs and military charater. Thefe In-
dians were accompanied by a Spanifh gentleman,
who refides amongft them in one of their vil-
lages, and is called Captain of Indians; and I

underftood, that to each tribe an officer, of -

{imilar rank, is attached, who prefides over their

interefts, correfponds with the Captain-General,

and, on all occafions, a&s as their advifer and
interpreter. , ‘

The exterior. commerce of the kingddm- is
principaily carried on from the fea-ports of Con-
ception, Coquimbo, and Valparaifo; but the lat-

ter has’ the greateft fhare of trade, arifing from

- its central fituation, and its vicinity to the capi-
' tal :

ORI ORI
. -
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tal : thc diftance from St. Jago was formerly.
thirty leagues; but it will be decreafed, when the
new line of road is completed, to twenty-two
leagues. From St. Jago, to the top of the firft
hill towards Valparaifo, a diftance of about fix
leagues, the road is finithed ;- between the foot of
the hill and the city there are three bridges built
witﬁ bricks over three {fwampy places, which -
before were frequently almoft impaffable, and in
many other parts, where the road is deprefled, it
1s paved acrofs, to givc a free courfe to the rain
waters, and at the fame time, to prevent any
damage from their pafling over the loofe mate-

" rials of which the road i1s compofed, This ex-

tent of road is now become the general refort of
the inhabitants, either for walking, riding on
horfeback or in carriages; ‘and the valuable cha-
racter who firft projedted 1t, whenever the multi-
plicity of his bufinefs would allow him to take

| ‘any recreation of this nature, is conftantly at-

tended thither by a numerous company of the .
inhabitants, and on fuch occafions he derives a
confiderable degree of fatisfattion in proving how
eafily he can travel up the firft hill from St. Jago

in his coach, with the affiftance of four mules

only. .
The meafured d:ﬁancc bctween St. Jaoo and
Buenos Ayres I could not Icarn, but I undﬁrﬁood
: that
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that the poﬁ travéls from thence-to the capxtal of |
Chili in twenty days; .and that the country, from

Buenos Ayres until jt reaches the foot of the Cor-

dilleras; which run ina northern andfouthern di- -
re@ion, and pafs to the: eaftward of St. Jago, 1s A &
one intire defert, without trees or.any other fort

of vegetation; and that it is fo completely-a Icvel
plain, that cven a hxllock does not; appcar on its
furface.” - ... CE ol e :
‘The . neareft ﬁlvcr mine to- St Javo is at- thc
diftance. of about feven leagues, and the neareft :
gold mine is to the north:eaft of the city, at the ¢
diftance of about thirty. leagues:-
" ~The ¥alue and importance of this: rich country
to OlId:Spain is fully exhibited inr'the feveral or-
dinanceés, riles and dire@ions, which; from time
to time; have been iffued to-the Intendants of the
provinces, -and enforced by thie fupreme council
of the Indies, at the exprefs command of His Ca- .
'tholic Majefty. - Thefe are. comprehendedunder ¥
‘diftin& - titles, or heads, as -they have reference, -
or apply to, the ecclefiaftical or - civil govern-
ment of thckmvcfom The prmc1pal obfervances iy
are thofe refpeding the tenths and contributions i
for the endowment of the churches, and the fup- '
port of the rchglous orders ; the colletion of the
public revenues, the appropriation of the. royai
. eftates, the adminiftration of Juf.hcc the regula- -
‘ Sl twn .
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tion of the internal police, and the delegation of

S powers and authorlty in the Bvcnt of forc1gn wars

or domettic mfurrc&xons.

" I.was fo fortunate as to obtain a tranflation of
moft-of thefe rules.by which the archbithops and:
chief officers of ftate regulate their condugt; and
as it does notrappear to me, that I -can fhcw the
rigid attention which is, and has ever bccn, paid
by the Spanifh court to the interefts of ‘thefe

‘wealthy eftablithments, -fo -well, as’ by. quoting.

fome few of:the~royal commands, I havc eX=
tra&ed three for this purpofé.: BT
’ ¢« Number 150. "+ .

¢ By the: Bull of Alexander the VIth, da.’ccd
the 16th of” November, 1501, and -confirmed .
fince by fucceflive fupreme pontiffs, the Fexrus ..

" or THE INDPIiEsibelong to my royal crown, and’
“half of a year’s. falaty. on the benefices conferred
by me; with - full dominion, abfolute and irre-

vocable, to affift the churches with a fufficient

fum annually; for *the decorous maintenance of

the divine law, and for a.competent falary to the

~ prelates and ‘other  minifters of ‘the holy" gofpel,

who ferve:at the altar. - In virtue of which, the
fundamental . difpofition of the ritual has been
promulgated, .that thefecobjetts may be duly ful-
filled. ~ My crown remains-under the obligation
of fupplying, at: ‘the expence of the .reft of ‘the
rents of its patrimony, the fum deficient to which
' thefe
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thefe, annually, may not:amount, for the endow-

* ments and other holy purpofés; ‘and; thereforﬁ» 1t
m,.Alncumbent_,upon all thefe -acting under my;
royal atithority to be watchful over, to have good
diferetion in the: adminiftration of the decimal
productions,” and to! divide gb‘e{hf‘.among&';tlz_eg
parties:. interefted,  with due exadnefs and- inte- R )
grity, that the.holy churches, parifhes, and:-hofs =~ G K
pitals, under the ;immedia.-telfqvércigri,pfoégc}idh,'
may not. feel any injury or wrong, nor my royal
exghequer. be called upon for its pledged refpon~ -
fibility. I therefore command, that the.royal :

. officers -do affft at all the public fales. and ac- T
cqunts; of the tcnths, and that they- hkew1fc attend Pl
to- the ere&ions and repaxrs of the churches, and .-
6u}y examine thc expence of edch, and-that they ——
ultimately prcwcnt, all frauds and:impofitions, to ‘
the. end that. the participants’ may have their :

-right, and that .my royal . eftates- may not be i
charged;ewithizany. refponﬁbxhty for deficiencies. /
Having copfidered . that "the- new cftablifhment

‘and fyfiem of intendancies ‘may. offer doubts,. on -
the method’ propofcd for carrying the feveral re- i
gulations.into effe&; I have thought proper, con~ b
formably to the true fpirit of the laws already in
bemg, to annex the following commands, for the
purpofe of facﬂltatmg the new arrangement, and
- to infure thc moi’c ex*z& exccunon o*' all the mat-
Ctersit contams T
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- Here follow direions for the calling of fneet=
- ings, and a litt of the officers commanded to at-
tend them, thWef of rules for fe-
curing to the government a due admmxﬂ:ratlon ’
of their feveral fun@ions. And it will.be feen,
by 'the_ following extras, that the happinefs’ of
the:people, - the prefervation of good order, and
~the improvement of the country;.are objelts not
lefs tcigé}ath_lby the Spanith moharchy, than'the
eftablithment of its religious perfuafien, or pro<
fiting by the immenfe wealth Whthouth Ame-
rica-is capable-of: yxeldmg R -

-« Confiding “in the care and. attentlon whxch
has ‘been 'manifeffedby the Intendants of - pro-
vinces; -I:command that they do, by means of
theinfelves;-or fubaltern judges, gaina thorough,
knowledge of the: lives, inclinations; and cuftoms

~ of the people fubjed to their government ;. that
they chaftife the -lazy, and thofe of bad intens -
tions,-who, far from ﬁapp,ortmg the: good order "
and police of their “ref] p?:‘&“ivc' towns, ‘caufe in -
qmctudes and fcandal, dlsﬁgunng, with - their
vices and- lazinefs, the . good faceof thmgs, de=
fpifing the laws, and penertmg the ‘defigns: “of
thotfe amongft them who are virtuoufly difpofed.
They are not, however, under colour or pretext
. - of their authoraty, to be mqmﬁtxve, or to meddle’
““in the life, gentus, private purfmts, or domeftic-
concerns of individuals, nor to take cognizance - -

Cof
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of reports or uneftablithed accufatxons that can-
not _influence. the good example of the people;.
nor difturb the tranquxlhty of the pubhc govern-
ment.

< For the due admlnlf’cratlon of _]u{hce, and
the ‘circumftances whmh have already been pro-
vided for by the foregomg artlcles, it appears, that
whatever may conduce to the happmefs. or prof-

perity of my vaﬁ'als, thould and ought to be di= .

ligently attended to and obferved by the mag1f
trates and officers of police. For this’ efpecxal
purpofe, I order that the Intendants do ‘procure,

from engineers of the greateﬁ: renown ‘and abili
ﬂtxes, topographmal maps of their refpeéhve pro-

vinces, in which are to be dxﬁ:xngmﬂled their -
boundanes, 'mountaxns, woods, rivers, lagod}s,/‘/‘
and all other matters Worthy of note; and to-
this end ‘the engmeers o employed are to exccute
their commlfﬁons _with all the promptxtude, ex—
a@nefs, and pun&uahty of expteﬁion poﬁible ‘
they are to become acquamted with the tempe-
rature and quahtles of the feveral foﬂs, and of the
natural produéhons, not on]y of the amma.l and,

‘vegetable, but of the mineral, kmgdoms H of the;

mountains, valleys pa{tures, and mea&ows, of
the rwers’ﬁ]-ﬁhy are capablc of bemg w1dened

~ made nawgable, and ultxmately to; cornmumcate
‘Wlth the océan ; the expence of fucb undertak~

ings, and the beneﬁts that would reﬁ;lt to my
__VQL VI. Y . "~ fubjedts

.
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bfub ‘e@s from ‘cafrying fich works into effed.
They ar¢ to make themfelves perfedly fatisfied in
what places new channels or 2queduds might be
made, which would be ufeful for the watering
" of the lantds under cultivation, and for the pur- {
pofe of teducing labour by the ere@ion of mills.
- Té report the ftate of the bridges; pointing out
thofe which require repairing, and the paffes over
which additional ones ought to be threwn.
‘ ‘What roads can be amended, improved or fhort-
=g ~ ened; what prote&ion or guatds are neceffary for
their fecurity. “Ih-what partsdre growing tim-
A bers, ufeful for thip-building in the provinces, of
: “valuable ‘in the Etropean’ arfenals; they are to
certify and teport tpon tlie induftry and ‘com-
imerce of the diftri@s; the fed-ports capabIc of
- ihcltermg weﬂels, whlch frorn théir fituation and
S utihty ough’t to be” kept open, and fuch ‘as are
[ prc_)udlcxal that had bet’ter be ﬂmt The In—

of betterzng thie condition of my people, by aug-
feriting their comforts, and by conf'crvmg the
' happmeﬁ and; profpcnty of iy dominions. With
the{é Ql‘gt‘cts b,efore themd; thcy afe to take cfpe-
Gial. care, thé’c, n the towns of vxllages, thhm
their fcﬁx@dtﬁe proim?:es, they do not alfow of
] vagabonds without deftination, nor people withi-
-‘ : out’ mclmatxon to work "but that the) ‘make
= the ﬁurdy, “and of competent age to manage

4rms,
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arms; inlift into. my royal regiments; engage mn
my inarine fervice, or on board -ﬂnps of come®
- meree; orelfé that they order fuech perfons to be
g¢mployéd-in the repairing or ereing fuch public
works, as thall be judged moft  proper, according

to the circumftances of each individual’s cafe.
Should any fuch perfons be unfit for work, and ‘

mendicants by profeffion, they fhall be taken up;
put into hofpitals, and there be employed each
according to his ftrength; butif it can be proved

that they are reftlefs unquiet fubje&s of no re-=

{ponfibility, and bad charaQer; the penaltics
eftablithed by the laws of the Indies are to be
infli¢ted, and fuch vagrants are to be fent to hard
labour in the mines, or to the Prefidios.”

" Thefe ordinances are alfo the firft of a -great
number of regulations, which follow. for the en-
couragemcnt of induftry, the cultxvatlon of the

furface, and éxtending .the mineral property of
thefe kingdoms, in which is difplayed nio lefs zeal . -

and concern for the profperity and comforts of all
the inhabitants, whether of Spanifh extraction or
the native Indians, than for the intereft which
‘the Spanifh crown poflefles in fecuring to itfelf

the monopoly of this valuable part of its extenfive

empire. - For as the kingdom of Chili eannot
but be regarded as capable of producing great
’wcalth as well from its furface as from its inex-

Y 2 o hauﬁxblc
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hauftible mineral produions, it may fairly be
efteemed as one of the richeft territories belong-
mng to his Catholic Majefty. -In order, however,,

to promote the growth of the, greateft quantity

of corm and number of cattle, encouragement
fhould be given to thelower arders-of the people
to become induffrious, and to. prefer the pleafant

. purfuitsof culfivation to that '{ﬁpi_ne and inacive

way of life to which they have been fo long ac~
cuftomed; for if a fpirit of induftry were gene~
rally diffufed amongft them, and due rewards
held out for working the valuable metals, the
prefent habits of indolence would probably . be
overcome; -and as there docs not exift any phy- .
fical impediment to exertion, either. from chmate
or any local circamftance, it is not poﬁiblc to af-
certairr what might. be. the fum of- the return
from the productive labour. of this highly favored
eountry; when fuch: labour fhould" be. properly

~ directed to the feveral fources of its latent wealth,

The influence of the ccqleﬁaﬁical orders over'the
‘minds of:the peeple, and the preference which is
given by them, and the .generality of the inha~
bitants; to an ufelefs unworthy life of lazinefsand

begging, will continue to operate  againft any
change; and it is-much to be apprehended, that
nothing but a.totally new modification of their

prefent {cheme of foczcty, can mfure to the indi-
’ ' : uduals,
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widuals, -and. to the ftate under which they -are

protécted, the advanmtages-that a'reform in their

Politi'ca.l» {fyftem promifes in future to beftow. .-

- Confidering that the time wehad now been

abfent. from the veflels- had been ‘of fufficient

length to accomplith the feveral fervices I had’
left to be performed, preparations were made for

our return to Valparaifo; and . after exprefling
our moﬁ grateful acknowlcdgments for ‘the

anremitting, vattennon to our prefent com-forts,’

and anxious concern for our future welfare,
which on every joccafion had been exhibited by
his Excellency the Prefident, and making offer
of our beft thanks for the friendly, hofpitable,
and polite ertertainment we had received from

" wother individuals during our ftay in the capital,

awe took our leave, and proceeded from St. Jago
toward Valparaifo. The¢ fame mode of convey-
ance as that to which we had before reforted, was
now adopted for our journey back to the fea
coaft. Neither the road we had to retrace; nar
the country on either fide of it, prefented any

thlng ln the COHI{C Of »0111' tfave}hng WOf,thy Of_

" remark, that I have not fuﬁicxently noticed on
our journey to St. Jago, excepting that the 10ad,

which from the loofenefs of the materials with
which it is formed, had fuffered, as I fufpected
it would, very much by the defcending waters’
i Y3 ‘ from

- LAt
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from the mountains, and in many places it was -
greatly injured by the rain that had fallén during
our refidence at St. Jago; and-it is much to be
feared, unlefs fome means can be adopted for its
fecurity, and to- prevent the. injurious effects. of
the defcending torrents, that this valuable defign
proje&ed by Don Ambrofio will in a grcat mea-
fure be defeated.
On our: arrival at Valparalfo 1 found moﬁ of
" our hufinefs in a ftate of forwardnefs; the-main-
maft had been repaired and was got on board,
but on our attempting to rig the main-yard, on
TPhur{day -the 16th, it was found to be rotten
nearly half through in the middle of it, and in
this ftate intirely unfit for fervice; this was a
mortification I did dot expe& to have met with,
and as there was no poffibility of procuring at
this place a fpar of fufficient fize to replace it,
the only means we had of repairing the defe@
was’ by making a temporary yard out of a fpare
maintopmaft, with the addition of the yard arms
of the yard which was decayed, and which.J was
extremely forry to obferve were by no means in
a perfeétly found condition. _ '
Althaugh a further detention at Valparaxfo
~was naw unavoidable, yet that was not the only
circumftance which praduced me concern on
this occafion; for this additional difafter was of
fo ferious a nature, that when I came to refle@

on
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on the dxfabled condition of our main-maft, and
that our' main-yard ‘would be in thre pzece:, | .
was under ‘the cruel neceflity of giving up all
farther thoughts of recommencing our furvey of
t e coaft to the fouthward of the iflands of Chiloe,
and to determine on making the beft of our way
from this port round cape Horn to St. Helena.
I could not, however, avoid having fome appre-
henfion left our very crippled ftate fhould prove
infufficient to preferve the veflel amidft the boifs
terous feas we had to encounter in this paffage,
notwithftanding that every precaution within-
- our power that could be devifed was reforted to,
for the purpofe of making the maft and yard as
fecure as poflible.

The regret I felt in bcmg thus compelled to
abandon the examination of this almoft unknown,
yet interefting part of the coaft, is pot to be der
feribed ; becaufe I had anxioufly hoped that I-
fhould have been enabled by our re-equipment af
Valparaifo, to have carried into sffe@® the whol;: '
of the commiffion which his Majefty had been
pleafed to entruft to my- execution ; -but under
all the circamftances of both the veffels’ condi-
tion, I did not confider myfelf warranted to in- -
(dulge my inclinations at the hazard of his Ma-
Jeﬁy s thips under my command, and at the rifk
of the lives of fo many valuable men, who had
@hqerfully endured the fatigues of our former fuy-

: Y4 vey,
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vby, and who, after fo long ‘an abfence from their

' native country ‘were intitled, in a peculiar man-

ner, to ‘every care and proteéhon that were in
my power; for the purpofe of infuring them a
fafe return to their families and friends. -

The main-yard was fent. on fhore, and the
carpenters were immediately employed upon it;
butas I could not flatter myf{elf that it would be
in a fate fit to be received again on board in lefs
than eight or ten dvays,~ I employed this interval
in eXaminin‘g the ftores and provifions with which
we had been fupplied, in attending to the repairs
of the veflels, vifiting the obfcrvatory -an fhore,

. and making fome obfervations on the harbour

and town of Valparaifo; with which, and the
rcfult of the aftronomical and nautical obfcrva-

. tions made during our ﬂay, 1 thall conclude this

chapter.
The caulkers were yet bufy on the decks and

- other parts of the lecovcry, and the rigging de-
! manded infinitely more repair than I had fup-
'pofcd it would have required, owing to the very

rotten and dccayed ftate of almoft every rope on
board. In thefe effential fervices the artificers

‘were ,conﬁ&ﬁtly engaged, whx]ﬂ: the reft of the

crew %rc employed in procurxng a full fupply
of water, and fuch a ﬁock of flour and other
provifions as ] conﬁdcrcd would bc neccﬂ'ary
until we fhould arrive at St. Helena

- Ships
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" Ships deftined to the port of -Valparaifc, thould e
endeavour during the fummer months to- make !
the coaft well to the fouthward of the bay, in
order that a fair wind may brmfurcd for enter-
ing the bay. The foutherly winds, which in
‘general extend from 60 to 70 lcagues from the
‘coaft, moftly prevail until the month of May; a
and from the middle of that month during all o ::-'
the months of June, July, Aaguft, and Septem- )
ber, I was given to underftand the prevailing ‘!
winds were from the north. Thefe winds are : §
commonly attended with great quantities.of rain, R
 and very foggy weather, but they do not often ‘ x
blow with much violence. . As foon as the wind ‘
returns to the fouthward the dry feafon com- o
mences, and {o it continues with little variation ‘
- during the remainder of the year. Thefe winds,
however, frequently blow very ftrong, fo as to
break veflels adrift, though well fecured by an-
chors on the thore; near to the town of Val-
paraifo. Within four or five leagues of the point
of Angels, which ‘is the weftern point of the
bay, is a low rocky point, near to which isa de~
tached-high barren rock ; thefe points lie-from
each other S. 51 W. and N. 51 E. - To the
northward of the above low rocky- point, are
fome fcattered rocks, that lie about two miles
from the point, and about a fourth of that dif-
dxﬂ:ance from the thore, and to the’ northward of

thefe
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thefe rocks is a fandy bay, on the north eaft-fide
of which is a houfe. In this bay I was led ta
believe that anchorage might be ‘had, though
the fituation is egrtainly :very . much cxpof_cd
The point of Angels, (off which are alfo fome
rocks lying - very near to it,) may be approached
by failing at the diftance of half a league from
the fhore, and as foon as the point is pafled the
town of Valparaifo is inftantly difcovered. About
{even miles to the north-eaft-from this point is a
clufter of rocks lying at fome diftance from the
fhore, on which the fea breaks violently ; but
we had no opportumty of afcertaining their fitu-

ation with any degree of precifion. The bayis =

about four miles wide, and about a mile deep;
““apparently free from any fort of danger ;- but as
it 1s greatly expofed to the northerly winds, the

trading veflels conftantly moor with two good -

anchors and cables in that dire&tion, and with
“other cables faft to anchors on fhore, in five or
fix fathoms water, foft fandy bottom, near to the
" cuftom-houfe ; by which means it is expeded
that the officers of the revenue may be enabled
to prevent -any contraband trade, by vigilantly
attending to:their duty in the day time, and by

a rowmgwuard during the night. The depth -

of the water gradually increafes with the diftance
from the thore to 35 fathoms, and the bottom

‘becomes more tenacious. In the depth.of fix-
tecn
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teen fathoms, in which we took our fistion, it -

was a very fiff clay. Here we moored a cable
each way to the northward and to the fouthward,

‘the point of Angels bearing by cor§1paf's N.35W.,"

the fort in the town N. 86 W., the redoubt on
the hills S. 5 E., the church at Almandrel S.65 E.,
the eaft fort N. 83 E., the eaft point of the bay
N. 57 E., and the neareft fhorc S.7 W., aca-
ble’s length diftant.

On the top of a hill, on the eaft ﬁdc of the
bay, is-an open or barbet battery, lately ereGted

- with ftone and brick, and capable of mounting

ten guns; this battery commands all that fide of
the bay, the beach, and the village of Almandrel.
On the fummit of another hill is a-ftone redoubt,
of a circular form, with eleven embrafures; thefe

command the beach and village of Almandrel to

the eaftward, the bay to the northWard,' and the

‘town and harbour of Valparaifo to the. north-

weftward.  Although this fortification was in a
moft neglected and ruinous condition, we were
given to underftand, that the principal magazine
was inclofed within its ruins. The largeft and

moft confiderable fortification is-in the middle of

the town, within which is the refidence of the
governor. It 1s fituated on a fmall eminence,
one fide of which is open to the fea, and is fepa=
rated from it only by a very narrow pafs. The
height of the lower wall, whlch is ftrong, and

: well
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well built with mafonry, is about fifteen feet to
the embrafures ; of which, there are fix that front
the fea, two face the ftreet to the eaftward, and
two look into the market-placé to the weftward.
‘The upper part of the hill is-furrounded by ano-
ther firong fione wall, about ten feet in height,
and half way up the hill ; a third wall croffes it,

“which thews three embrafures to- the fea, imme-

diately over the fort, and the governor’s houfe
Below. At the place where this wall terminates,

- which is near the fummit of the cm_}ncncc, the

fide of the hill falls perpendicularly down into a
deep gully, by which the fort is encompaffed, and
which might be the means of rendering this for-
tification unaffailable, and a place "that might
long be maintained, were it not for other hills
within mufket-thot, which command every part
of it. - The fpace inclofed by the lower wall is
about four hundred yards in length, and in fome
places about one hundred in breadth ; here are
the barracks for the troops, and at the upper end
is a building, in which a court is held, for the
regulation of the police of the town. -A doer, in

" that fide of the wall whichofaces the market-

place, is the only‘entrance, and leads by a wind-
ing ftair-cafe to different parts of the fortification.

4~Therc is one ot§cr fortification, about half a mile
" from the fort, fituated on the weft fide of the

bay, at the foot of a\high hill, and but little ele-
vated
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vated .above the level of the fea. This thews a

face of five embrafures to. the eaft, and in. that

dire@ion commands _thf: weft fide of the bay;
three embrafures to the northward are fo difpofed,

. as to be able to open upon.any veffel the inftant

the paffes round the point of Angels ; whilft two

. others to the fouthward, command:the fhips ly-

ing in the harbour or the bay. We computed
that thefe feveral places contained about feventy
pieces’of cannon, many of which ‘were without
proper carriages, and fome were lying difmounted
under the walls of the lower battery in the town. .

From the weftern fort fome rocks extend into
the bay, and the bottom is too foul for vefels of
any force to anchor nearer to this fortification

than about four hundred yards; but they may

approach and anchor in a very eligible. fituation,
within about two hundred and fifty yards of the
garrifon or principal fortrefs; and neither of thefe
places, in their préfent fituation, would be able
to refift a well dire@ed fire even from two or
three frigates.

It appeared to us to be very extraordmary, that, -

under the exifting circumftances of Europe,.and

during a war between Spain and France, the

fortifications at Valparaifo thould remain in ft

a negleQed, rujdus, and defencelefs ﬁ:ate,/and

that no meafures thould either be reforted % t_g; or

appear to be in contemplation, for putting them
into
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mto a more refpe&able condition : *efpecially-as
it is from' this port that the kingdom of Peru
principally depends for its fupply of grain ; in

return for which fugar, tobacco, indigo, and {pi-

fits, arc imported into Valparaifo. Tar we found
not only to be a'very fearce but dear article, as
the expence of the quantity which was neceffary
- for our new cables, was nearly equal to that of

the workmanthip and ‘raw- material of which

) thcy were. compofcd. )
The houfes in Valparalfo, on account of the

carthquakes which frcquently happen 1 in. South- '
- .America, like thofe.at St: Jago, confift of the

ground floor only ; the'walls are built with mud;

and plaftered over with a preparation ofi-lime; .
they are convenient, well adapted to the climate,

and are in general handfomely furnithed. In the
town and in the village of Almandrel there are
fix churches, within the diocefe of the archblfhop
of St. Jago, but under the dire&ion of a vicar,
who refides ‘at Valparaifo, and is amenable for
his condu& to the archbithop. The town and
its ncxghbourhood are under the jurifdition of
the governor,. , who receives his appointment, with
a falary of four thoufand dollars per annum, from
the king of Spain; but he is neverthelefs under
the immediate orders and controul of the Cap-
tain-General. Al civil and military caufes are

heard at St. Jago. - Capital oﬁenccs are feldom -

commxttcd
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committed:; a man was found guilty on a chargc
of felony,’ and hanged about three years bcforc

our arrival, a punifhment that, we under&ood,
| was feldom known to be infli&ed.

I could not afcertain what were the revenues
of the king of Spain on the exports and 1mports
at Valparaxfo, the colle@ion of which is'an im-
portant part-of the governor’s bufinefs: nor was
I able to fatisfy myfelf as to the amount of dol-
“lars which are annually fent from this port to
Old Spam, but Lhad reafon to believe it was not
lefs than one million and an half. The quantity

of gold and filver coined into money at Mexico .

1s prod1g10us I obtained an account of the coin-

age there, from the 11t of January to the 311t of
Deccmber, 1793, by which it appcarcd that the

total amount was as under: -

Ingold. . " In filver. Total.
pefos, or hard _d‘ollnrs'.,""§ pefgs, pefos, o
' 884 262. - 23,128,080. 24,312,042. '

Thls, how cvcr, was thc r>'rcat:t=:ﬁ quantlty of fpe-
cie ever known in one year to have been comed
* i the money-houfe at Mexico. :

In anfwer to a letter, which by the deﬁre of
Se;xr Don Ambrofio I had written to him, ac-

quainting him with our fafe return to Valparaifo,
he had the goodnefs to exprefs the moft ferious

concern for the decayed ftate in which I had the
misfortune to find our main-yard; and in a let-
) . ter
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ter to Governor Alava, he. directed hxm to ufe his
utmoft endeavours to fupply us w1th a new ome,
by fearching amongft the. traders in the port;
and ftating that he had underftood from the fhip
Mercury, a main-yard for .the Difcovery might
be procured. . Although we could not on this
_occafion avail” ourfelves of the Prefident’s kind
attention, yet thefe letters breathed not.only fo
much friendlinefs and anxiety for_ thc . preferva-
tion-of our little community, but cx.hxbxted fuch
earneft folicitude for the fafe return of our expe-.
 dition to Europe, left the important information
wehad to communicate ihould be loftto thcw orld,
that I cannot refift noucmg “this . circumftance
as an-additional proof of the goodnefs and magna-
nimity of his Excellcncy thc'l’r_e_{,iglcnt of Chili. -
The wind, which had been generally in the
fouthern quarter, blowing gently, and fubfiding
into a calm towards the evening of Thuyrfday the
23d, changed to the north, and was accompanied
‘ by a vcr) hcavy rain, that continucd with'littlc
24th. Aitcr the rain ceafed, thc wéafhcr was
cloudy and unpleaiant until Satm:day the 25th,
when the wind returned to the S.S. W with
fair and ‘moderate weather, notwithftanding’
which the Chatham’s fmall bower cable, in
cofifequence of its-being complctely worn out;_

broke, vshxch obliged Mr, Puget to warp the :
' o ' veﬂ‘d

\
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veffel-nearer-in fhore; ‘and to moor to an anchor
on the beach’ ;. after which: the:anchor, with the
rerdaindér of the <cable, was recovered. On:the
Monday following, (the 27th) the carpenters
finifhed the main yard, and it' was got.on board

and rigged, the caulkers had nearly finithed their - -
bufinefs ; and, as'I was very anxious to. take out
departure; I gave orders for-the obfervatory and

inftruments to be received on board; and the veft
fels to'be.made ready for proceeding:to féd:the

firft favourable opportunity: It was not, howevdr,

until ‘Tuefday the 5th of May, thatswe had fuffi,
cient wind to" ehcouiagcf us to’ unmuor;: which
was done about fix in the morning, with a-light
breeze ‘of ‘wind from. the fouth; but . this.foon
dying away, we returned nearly to:the place.from
whence we had gome: On a freth breeze {pring,
ing up, about- “hoon: thc next day;. from: the {outh
and S. by W., we unmoored, and -aftér-falating
~ the fort with_thirteen-guns, (which were.equally
returned) -and. taking our leave..of “Governor
- . Alava, and the reft of our very hofpitable friends
at Valparaifo, we made fail from the port, in
company with the Chatham and a Spamfh bng
and fchooner. - .

- The trade of ‘this port is came&«on -in thips
from'two Hundred and fifty to'feven -hundred
tons burthen ; in which is annuall§ expeftéd to
Lima about’fifteerrthoufand tons of whédt and
+'VoL.VIL. ~ Z | wheat-

ek ,M ?_.ﬁ__ g;'% ELW” PP |
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whiat-flour,. large quantities of fmall cordage,
dried falt fith, and apples, pears, and peaches, in
great: abundance. - All goods‘imported are landed
on:a: fuft {andy bank lying before the cuftom-
hauf¢,:and from- thence carried n‘tq‘ the -ware-
houfes; or removed to diftant parts:of the coun-
try en the.backs of mules ; by which conveyance

. the articles for exportation are 'in like -manner

frought down to-the fhore. - Moft kinds of ve-

- gétables; and:. & great varicty of fruits, as.well
- thofe. of the northern parts of  Europe, as thofe

common inthe tropical countries; were here pro-
curéd-ipgreat plenty, were all excellent of their
kinds; :and were very -cheap: the water. was
extremely. good, ‘though: the mode of obtaining
it was fomewhat tedious, as we were obliged to
fill.our catks from pipes of-a {mall bore, through
ahich it was conduéted from the refervoir in the
wiarket-place dewn to the. water-fide. Although
there 'was:no perceptible current in the bay, the
rife:and fall of the tide was’ evzdcntly aboutthree
fcct, O Ll oy

4[ z‘aﬁﬂimcal ana’ Naut:cal Ol_?/'ematzom. 2
On the 27th of March 1795, Kendall’s chro-
someter,-according to the.laft rate, thewed- the
dougitudeto be., . ~— . 287°46'50"
o émoldfs,l\o 14,,- C. ==, 1287 53 35.
Dmp < k78— 7 2806 80 50
' ‘ - “The.
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.- The'true longitude, as afcertained at the- ob- £
fervatory, by 39 fets of lunar dxﬂ:anccs, was 2
288°28 827, - ‘ =

By :which it appears, that Kendall’s' chrono- ;3
meter was 42/ 2% ‘Arnoéld’s No. 14,35’ 17”; and %
Arneld’s No. 1/6 1°58’ 2 to thc Wcﬁ:ward of /g

. ;7"‘:@@ :j:"

true longitude. - . 1
By equal altxtudcs,takcn on the 26th of Aprxl ’
1795, Kendall's chronometer was found to be

TN

faft of mean time at Greenwich, on that day at g’
_noon, — —_— 100 59’ 237 15" ;
And to be gaining on mean -
time, per day, at the rate of 29 34
Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean - o
time, at Greenwich, ditto 6 15 10 15.
And to be gaining on mean 4
~ time, per day, at the rate of 25 10
Arnold’s No. 176, faft of mean -
time at Greenwich, ditto 13 28 33 15
And to be gaining on mean , E
time, per day, at the rate of 58 57
"The latitude of the obferva- : b
- tory, by ‘twelve meridional L '
altitudes of the fun was found . ),
to be —_ 33°1 30% ~%
The variation, by two different compaffes, and ' 2

:
b
o

by fix fats of ohfervatlons on cach 14°4¢’ eaft-

watdly .
Zz2 The
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.- The vertical inclination of the magnetic niec-
dle: R v;‘ o S PR
Marked end North, face Eaft, . :44° 57 .
-Ditto, . ditto;; .. Weft, .'44 40
3 Ditto, . South, face Eaft, . 43 45
- o Dltto’ 1:5.';‘ditzt°" - "Wcﬁ’ . 4340
Mean inclination of the marine dip-~ .
ping needle, . — 44 15
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‘CH A P T E R VI
sz.‘ Valparaz/b-—-—Praceed t0:the Soutﬁ wamf—-Pq/.'v

to the South of Cape Horn—U]él efs Search for the’
- fla Grande—Part Company with theChatliam—

- Arrive at 8t. Helena—Join the Chatham there—=" ‘

Leaue St. Helena—Capture the Macafhar Dutch'
Eaft Indiamain-—Proceed to the Northward—"
Difeover @ Number. of Veffels under Convoy' of:
his Majefty’s Ship Sceptre—Join the Convoy; and:
. proceed with it to the Shannon—Diféovery pro-
~ ceeds from thence to.the River Thames. —-A_I/Zro-
_ nomtcal and. Nauz’zcal Oéﬁervatzom R

AVING appomtcd w:th Mr Pugct our
next rendezvous to. be. at St.Helena, with
a freth breeze varying between S. S. W. and

- S. by E. 'we left the bay of Valparaifo, Thur{day:

the 7th, and pafled the pomt of Angels, fteering:
to the W. S, W. - The' weather was clear and:

~ pleafant, yet a heavy {well from the S. S. W. in-

dicated. very boifterous weather in that quarter;;
the: wind, however, continued to blow :a gentle
gale from! the fGuth-weftern quarter; with which

we made  confiderable: progrefs. - From the'ex- -

tremely worn-out ftate of our fails,” the. foretap=

L3 maft

i Lt
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matft ftayfail {plit, and on a furvey of our other
fails and cables, we were under the neceflity of
condemning a beft bower cable, a foretopfail, and
maintopmaft ftayfail, which ‘were unbent, and
replaced by others that could fcarcely be con-
fidered to bein a much more ﬁ:rvxccablc con-
dition.

. The obfcrved lantude, on- Saturday the oth,
was found to be 33° 21/ fouth, the longitude,
by ‘Arnold’s chronometer, No. 14, 282° 5/; by
‘No. 146, 282° 36/ 30"; by Kendall's, 282° 6 45" ;
and by the dead reckoning 282° 25'; the varia-
tion of the compafs 13° 15’ caftwardly. = The
wind veered for a few hours to the north-weft,
and-blew a frefh gale, with which we direGed
our courfe towards the S. S. E. until it returned
to its former fouth-weftern quarter, when
we fhould’ have’ be¢n able to have made great’
progrefs to the fouthward, had we not been
repeatedly under the neceflity of fhortening fail
for the Chatham, which was far a-ftern.. Some
petrels, and fix or eight pintados, were feen about
the thip on Tuefday the 12th, and two days
afterwards fevera] large albatroffes were obferved
at no great diftance. .. The weather continued to
be pleafant until Tuefday the 19th, when the'
wind changed to the north-weft, and was at-
tcndcd by very thick difagreeablec fqually weather.

z'“ Our courfe was again direéted to the S.S.E.;
: and
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and it gave ‘me ‘coricern that wé were fot able '
to avail ourfelves of this favourable wind, without
ritking @ :feparation: from the - Chatham; - for;’
notwithftanding the additional quantity-of ballaft ‘
which the- had taken on board at Valparaifo, the
‘did notappear- to be: 1mprowcd in' heg: ﬁxlmo
about’ noon her ﬁgnal was iade with &’ gufi’ Jto-
make more fail. s The wind mc{eaf“d from'’ the
weft and’ north-weft;, accompamcd by very hedvy’ i
fqualls of hail and' rain; in the courfe of the '
night falfe:fires were burnt, to denote-our fitias’
tion to our ‘confort, and’on ‘the next forenoon,
Wednefday the 20th; - her fi ignal- was ‘again Tes
peated to make more fail; but as we ‘il kept'
increafing our diftance from" her, -about noon F
ordered the mainfiil to be hauled: ip; #8d & reef
taken in each of the topfails. - - At this time; ity
latitude’ 50° 50" fouth; longitude, by:'Amold’s
No. 14, 280° 33! 45" ; by No. 176, 281%32%.30";’
by Kendall’s chronometer 2802 25" 30" and’
by - the dead reckoning 281° 11"} the variation’
of the compafs -was obfervéd to be 17°-eaft-:
wardly ; and cape Noir to bear by compafs, ac-
_ cotding to the Spanifh charts, S. 42 E. diftant
100 leagues, but, by our calculattons, it bote by
compafs S. 46 E. and was at the dlﬁancc of 107
leagues. '

As we proceeded to the fouthward the weather
gradually changed for the worfe, and the wind,
Z 4 . which,
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wihich, wi _th-littl.c,»iggctrupgipn-,@hadfhithggto béen:
agregable to:our withes, ngw; became: turbulent,

apdblew at.timesin vexy: heaviy. fqualls; in.one:
‘Z@eri-abwﬁ:ﬂl;rcc.Q:Q}O'Ck:-.:@m'ngdéyfafte'rnqon,‘:
the 22nd, we*carried.away the, maintopfail theets
thJS .'Ob.ligc@ us t!?;;»takgxin:;thc,-fai%;;_. -om: the: gale
inereafing the foretopfail was. fiirled ; and; foarful

of a0y ferfous accident, either to_gur _main-yard

o maft, I directed the. mainfil to-be taken in,
apd %hﬁ'gopgallant;yéﬁzds, and tafls:to.be ftruck,
in.order that.the weak -parts; moight:bé frained
aglittle.as could be'helped ;. aboit an hour after-
w3rds,.the flarboard bumkin. was alfo: carried
away, and the, wind at''W. S. W, ‘continued to

hlow with.great. violence untilymidnight; when:
it,hecame fomewhat: more _meoderate, and we.
were exfabled; to :fet the mainfail.and fiorm ftay-
ﬁfij!,'wf)_qlf'c,}-ﬁrgggwﬁgg ‘burnt during the mght as’
figpals -£o'; the _\{Ghaifham; . Towards :the :next
morning,: Saturday the.23d, after lowexing ithe
topfails, and: hauling np. the: maipfail, ira heavy
fguall - of wind: and- hail, . ye wore the- fhip,.
to,;wait -for.puriconfort. - In the -afternoos; -al-
though the wind continued nearly from the fame,
quacter,; the weather became more moderate; and
we  were able to.get up our topgallant ydrds and
mafts, and to make the beft of our way tqm:a:da

‘the fouth, ‘dire@ting our ‘courfe-as much to the

eaftward as the variation of-the wind would per-

;fﬁéf' N . . ‘ mitv
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mit, - . This favourablc change, howerver, was-not,
of’ long duratzon ; -for, in the- aiterneon of Mon-~
day the 25th; on the wind veering to-the' weft
and north-weft;, we ‘were obliged to clofe- reef the
fore and. _majntopfails,i and -take in the mizen-
topfail. The gale continued to incredfe with- 1o -
much violence; that, .by- {evcn o clock on:Tuef~
 day morning- the 26th,-we were under the. ne-:
ceffity of handme' our topiails,.and. vcttmnr the o
topgallant yards and mafis down upon deck, to: '
relieve the. maﬁs, and to make the thip as fnug,
as poffible. . The obferved latitude at noori: was
56° 4’ fouth ;-by- Arnold’s chronometer No. 14;
the longitude appeared- to be 285° 52’ 307; by
No. 170,-286°-55' ; by Kendall's, 285° 32/ 15+
and by the dead reckoning 286° 33’ . According .
to obferyations: which had been procured in the :
two preceding, days, it appeared, that .the déad
. \r\éckoning had erred thirteen- miles in latitude;
~ and twenty-five  miles-in. longitude, the ihip
having been fet.{o far to the- north-caftward.
The wind continued to blow- «very-hard, varying
between W, 5. W. and W.. N. W. until towards
the evening,- when it -altered to -the eaft, and
E.S.E. brought with it .a very heavy fall of
fnow, and blew fo violently, - that our weather
maintopfail fheet, . gave way, and obliged us to
take in the fail. About fix o'clock the next
morning, Wednefday the 27th, the wind again
' changed
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changcd to the S. W. and the weather became

fufficiently moderate and clear to get up the

topgallant yards and magts, and to fet our rected
topfails. - Notwithftanding that at this time there

was no- great preffure on any part of the rigging,
fo extremely rotten and decayed were our prin-
cipal ropesand fails, that our ftarboard maintop-
fail theet broke, the gib-boom fhapped’ thort off
about the middle, and the wind fplit the mizen-
topfail. . Juft before nine o’clock in the forenoon,
an ifland was feen bearing by compafs N. 15 W.
which at firft we fuppofed to be Diego Ramirez;
but as that is reprefented by former navigators to
be a fingle ifland in the latitude of 56° 38/ fouth,
longitude 291° 34'; as the land in fight foon put
on the appearance of being much broken’; as we
Had foundings about two in the afternoon at the
diftance. of three leagues in. the depth of eighty
fathoms, in the latitude of 5060 28" fouth, longi-
tude 201° 23'; and as captain Cook had pafled
between - the iflands of St. Ildefonfo and Tierra
del Fuego, in ‘the'latitude of 55° 53’ fouth, lon-
gitude 290° ‘19’ ; T had cvcry reafon “to- belnexc
that we had been miftaken, and that the land we
had feen at nine o'clock was St Ildefonfo’s ifles,
which at this time bore by-cdmpafs W. 8. W.

, the “wind was- lefs boiftcrous- on the fucceeding

‘day, Thurfday -the 28th, but the weather con-
tmued to be unpleafant, - bcmg very dark and
: Gloom,,
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gloomy, with frequent heavy thowers of fnow.
About eleven o’clock at night, in a fquall of hail,
rain, and fnéw, the- maintopfail was fplit and
was replaced by another, which although whole
and the beft we had, was in a very unferviceable
condition. - ‘ :
Notwithftanding thc fnow, contmued to fall fo
very heavily that no obfervation for the latitude
could be procured, yet by four double altitudes
of the fun -taken by two perfons with different:
inftruments, the latitude was found to be 56° 5775
the longitude carried on by the dead reckoning,
and correted by Arnold’s chronometer No. 14,
appeared to be 293° 3¢, and the \arlatlon of the
compafs 23° eaftwardly. . -~ =
Confidering that we were now fufﬁcxcntly ad~
- vanced to the fouthward to avoid any inconve-
nience or interruption from the iflands which lie
off cape Horn, I determined to thape fuch a
courfe to the north-eaftward; as we proceeded in
our route to St. Helena; as might afford me an
opportunity of feéing and determining the fitua-
tion of the Ifla Grande, the fouthern point of
which is ftated to be in latitude 45° 30/, longi-
tude 313° 20, On Friday the 30th we were
again vifited by ftrong gales and heavy fqualls of
wind from the weft and north-weftern points,

‘which frequently reduced-us to our courfes; as

we proceeded towards the north-eaft, the latitude

Y if%l.
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by ‘an indifferent obfervation appeared to be 55°
28", and the longitude at noon brought forward
by Amold’s: chronometer No. 14, was accordmg
to the dead: reckoning 299°9’. . -

-On Monday the 1{t.of June, about fix in t'hC»
morning, I ordered the foretopfail to be taken -in,
for the purpofe of allowing the Chatham to come
up with us,.as . fhe was at this time far:aﬁem. :
At day-light the next morning, Tuefday the 2d,
the was in:fight from the main. top, but not from
t.he deck. . : : ‘

- Our latltudc on Thurfday thc 4th by the
dead reckoning -fince the preceding day being
46° 16/, and- the longitude brought forward by

. Arnold’s chronometer No. 14, 310° &, it ‘was
reafonable ;to. conclude, as ‘we ‘had a‘freth breeze
from the weft and.fouth~weft, that we were ap-
proaching very rapidly towards Ifla Grande ; and.

. as I was -very folicitous to examine- the fpace al-
Jotted to this ifland, I continued our courfe to the
morthward, "that" we might fall into “its parallel
feme leagues to the.weftward of the fpot affigned
to it; but.in the afternoon we were agaim vifited
by a very furious ftorm at firft from: the N. W.

_but foon atterwards .from -the S.:W. which
obliged. us to ficer to the eaftward, under the
foreiail and clofe-reefed. maintopfail orr:the cap,
i order that we might keep a-head of the fea

: uhzch:rm exteffively high, and broke with-great

- lolencc.
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violence.. Under this reduced- canvas, 'we out-
failed the Chatham fo much as. to lofe fight of
her. The fouth-weft gale continued to blow
very hard:-until the morning of Friday the 5th,
when it moderated, and was attended by clear,
though feverely cold weather. We now ftood to
the northward, and had the pleafure of rejoining
“the Chatham. At noon .our obferved latitude

was 456 30/, longitude 312° 55'; in this fituation

I efteemed it to.be a very fortunate circumitance
that the weather was fine, and that the horizon

‘was remarkably clear in all dxrc&xons, exceptifig

between the N. W. and N. N. E.; fo that had
any land been above our horizon within the dif-
ftance of from ten to twenty leagues, it could not

poflibly ‘have efcaped our notice. Between. the

limits above-mentioned, which were occupied by
a haze, we could alfo have difcerned land at the
.diftance-of five or fix leagues, and as it was in

this -dire&ion that ‘we were fteering, we muft
 have fallen in- with it had any land there exifted.

“From noon:our courfe was direéted about N. by

‘E. which-by eight in the evening brought us to

the latitude. of 45° 4/, longitude 313° 3'. - The

‘weather continued ta be tolerably clear.until the

clofe of the day, but noland .was within our view;
nor had :we the: leaft :reafon, .from - any of the

ufual mdlcations, to*fuppofe ourfclves in its- vici-
- . ~ nity,

proRny
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mity, excepting from - the numbers. of birds that
were about the fhip.

" According to Mr. Ar:owﬁmth s comp:ehcnﬁvc
chart, (in which the Ifla Grande is placed agree~
ably to the affigned fituation of it by Mr. Dal-
rymple,) the track of Dr. Halley is laid down
about a degree to the weftward of our path, crof-
fing the fame parallel - m the longitude of about
3112 .55'; from which cxrcumﬂ:gnce‘ it is pro-

“bable, that thofe on board that veflel faw a con-
fiderable diftance to the weftward of them.
Since therefore we met with no drift wood, nor
other @rcumftance. to .indicate our:vicinity to
Iend; (and had any been near to us in a weft-.
wardly direcion, fuch indications. moft. likely
would, from the generally prevailing winds, have
- been prefented to. us), I was led to conclude,
that if M. La Roche did difcover any ifland
. under-the parallcl of. 45° fouth, that fuchland -
" muft.bhave been to the eaftward of our track.
Unded this perfuafion, about cight in the even-
ing, as the weather had the apgearance of being
fine, and the wind moderate, . I fteered a more
eaftwardly courfe, with an.intention, fhould the
winds . prove favorable, to continue: about this
parallel until we fliould pafs the: meridtan of
South Georgia; fromthe fhoresof which ifland,
it is with great reafon fuppofed, Lia Roche fteered

to
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to the north, and in that route fell in with Ifla
Grande. It issherefore moft kel ly, that if any
fuch land has exiftence, it will be ound not very
far remote from the fituation aﬁime\d\ to it by

Captain Cook; a fatt 1 was very deﬁrous of
eftablithing..

On: Saturday mormng thc 6th, although thca,,__._ '

weather was gloomy, with the wind from the
. north, yet ‘it admitted of our feeing diftinétly all
- around us for feveral leagues; we continued to

ftand to the eaftward until fourin the afternoon,
when in latitude 45° 6/ %uth longitude 314° 50,
the atmofphere was fufficiently clear to have feen
any land above our horizon at the diftance of fix
or eight leagues, but nothing of the kind was
within the limits of our view. The wind now
veered to the N. E. and eaft, and blew a frefh
gale, with which we ftood to the northe in the
night to the S. E. and on the following morning,
Sunday the 7th,to the S. S. E. and fouth, fo that
we were unable to regain the parallel of -4 5° with-
out employing more time %han I had now toap- =
propriate jto this examination; being, from the
extremely bad condition of our fails and riggihrr:
very anzi6us to loofe no opportunity of making
the beft of our way to St. Helena; and for this
reafon J-gave up all further thou ght of fearching

for Iila Grande, and contlm.ed our courfe towards
' thc N.N. E.

This
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This thort in’Vcﬁiga'tiOn,r however, will ferve
to thew that no fuch ifland exifts in or about the
latitude of 45° fouth, between: the. meridians
312> and 315° 20" of 'eaft longitude; and that,
as I have alrcady mentioned, Dr, Hallev moft

; kaely determined the fame point, namely, that

there was. no fuch ifland, a degree further to the
weltward. - N

At mldmght the CF athamf was clofe along fide
of us, but' by four o'clock -the next ‘morning,
Monday - the 8th, the was nearly out of fight
aftern of the Difcovery, our mainfail and top-
gallant-fails were theréfore taken in to wait-for
her nearer approach; atday-light the was feen
about thrée miles aftern, and having at this
time a fteady freth gale with fair weather, her
fignal was made to make more fail, and repeated
with a gun feveral times until about ten o'clock,
when the Chatham ‘neither making fail, nor ex-
hibiti% any reafon indicative of her wanting
affiftance, I concluded that fome caufe of no very
ferious nature had retarded her progrefs; and Juit

as we had fet our ftudding fails, I had the plear

fure. to ﬂ.c her cmpioved in the famc buf ncfs
alfo, R S S
Shortly after noen - the wmd. vccrcd ‘to thc
S.'W. and having incredfed our diftance from
the Chatham véry confiderably, we fHorteried

fail to wait for her coming up, concluding that"

\ . 1
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the would foon overtake us under our then re- >
duced quantity of canvas. - In thefe expeQations . . 5
. however we were difappointed; at ten at night. g
“thc wind had Jagain frefthened from the N. N. W, ; o
'we now burnt a falfe fire to denote our fituation i
to our confort, but this. was not apfwered, and’ i‘E
by two the next ,nii—)ming, Tuefday) the gth, the. , »g;
~wind veered to the weftward, and blew a very: o
ftrong' gale, during which, left #e fhould lofe
the Chatham, we hauled up the mainfail and; :
clofe-reefed the topfails ; but as at day-light the.
was not in fight from the maft-head, and as I
did not know in. what dire@ion to fearch for her,-
I could not but confider the inferiority of her
failing had at length completed our feparation,
and in the hope that we fhould meet. ail well at
St. Hclcna, our next rendezvous, we made the ,.
beft of our way thither; by continuing our courfe
to the north-eaftward.. The ‘obferved latitude.
at noon was.36° 45'; londltudc accordmg to Ar-
nold’s chronometer No. 14, 324° 43/, and the
“variation of the compafs 6° eaftwardly. The
wind continued to blow very hard at.timcs, at-
tended by heavy rams, and thick cloudy fqually
weather, in which our fails frequently fplit, and
our topfail-theets and other effential parts of -the
riggin‘g‘ gave way, until Saturday the 20th, when
it became more moderate, and in latitude 34 38’
fouth, longitude 347° 10/, brought forward by
..Vor. VI. | Aa- Arnold’s
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Amold’s chronometer No. 14, the fhip appeared
to have been fet twenty-five miles of latitude
towards the north, and thirty-four miles of lon- '
gitude towards the eaft of the reckoning. -
About half paft five o’clock on Sunday mofn~
ing the 21ft, Richard Jones, one of the feameﬂ,
unfortunately fell overboard from the main chains
and was drowned. The accident had no fooner
happened than a grating was thrown overboard,
and the thip was inftantly hove to, for the pur-
L pofe of affording himr every affiftance; but this
was to no effe&t, for the peor fellow funk im-
mediately, and was never more feen. By ‘this
melancholy event the fervice: loft a very able
feaman, and his comrades a good member of
their fociety. On- the following day at noomn,
Monday the 22d, in latitude 32° 3/ fouth, lon-
gitude 351° 15/, it appeared that the fhip was
nine miles of latitude to the northward, and
- twenty-five miles of longitude to the eaftward of
our reckoning ; and that the variation of the
compafs by two fets of azimuths was now 11° 20
weftwardly. The eaftwardly variation feemed
to have ceafed about the 16th of June, as in la-.
titude 35° 43’ fouth, longitude 232° 5/, it had
decreafed to 16/, and fince that period the weft-
' | erly variation had been gradually increafing as
= we proceeded to the northward.
No - circumftances of impertance, or fuch as
' are
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are worthy to be recorded, took place, until about |
two oclock in the afternoon of Thurfday the 2d
of July, when after experiencing tolerably plea- i
fant weather for the preceding ten days, the . ;-f{,z "

ifland of St. Helena was difcovered ‘bearing by _ ,:
compafs N. by E.; about eight in the evening }5 il
we fhorteried fail, and hauled our wind on. the ‘g ii
" ftarboard -tack, as ‘the ifland ‘now éxtended by '
- compafs from'N. 3 W. to'N. 35 W. at the dif .

tance of about five leagues; at day-light the next

morning, Friday the 3d, we madefail for St. Helena g

‘bay, and about fix o’clock .we had the happinefs Jiw
of difcovering the Chatham in the fouth-eaftern
quarter. - As’ we were mow faft approaching a
port from whence it was reafonable to expet
that opportunities would frequently occur, dur-

ing the time of our re-equipment theré, to com-

- municate with oun friends in England, I deemed
it expedient that the order thould be publicly
read, which I had received from the Lords of the
Admiralty,” dire&ing me to demand the log
books and journals which had been kept, and-the
charts, drawings, &¢c. which had been executed

by the officers, petty officers, and gentlemén on

board the Difcovery ; and dire&ing - alfo, that I '

thould énjoin them and the whole of the crew
not to divulge where they had been, until they
thould have 'permifﬁon fo'to dot and a copy of
this order was fent to Mr. Puget, with my di-
Aa2 reftions
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reions to enforce the fame on board the Chat-.
_hamalfo. ' : ,
< As we approachcd the bay of St Hclena, I
, had the mortification to fee a fleet of large-thips
ftanding out, and apparently bound to-the north-
"ward. . This ‘fleet’ I confidered to be from - the
Eaft Indies, and that it:-was moft probably bound
to England, under the prote&ion of which 1
fhould ‘have been happy to have performed the
-remainder of our voyage; for we were in no
fituation to contend with the enemy’s thips of
equal force, nor. to have. efcaped from .thofe. of
fuperior weight of metal. At half paft' eight
o'clock we - anchored. in- 16 fathoms ‘water, and
moored with'a cable each way: - In the bay of
,St. Helena' we found the Arnifton: Eaft India-
man, and .an American bring. - After faluting
the fort with thirteen guns, which were re-
turned, accompanicd by Mr. Puget, I paid my
compliments to the governor, and . underftood
from him, that the fleet-of fhips which we bad
feen depart from the'ifland-as we had approached
it in the morning, was, asT had imagined, a fleet
of Eaft Indiamen, together. with feveral. fail of
Dutch prizes under the convoy of His Majetty’s
ﬂmp Sceptre, commanded by Captain Effington.
- I was received by the ‘governor of Sti Helena
W1th his accuftomed politenefs, and having un-

derftood from him that hoﬁlhtles had - taken
: place
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place ‘between the Court -of London, and the
United States of Holland, I fent an officer on
board a Dutch Eaft Indiaman which I ‘had per-
ceived to be coming into the bay, and took pof-
feflion of her as a prize. :

" The “great plenty of -excellent rcfteihment:.
| Wl};h which we -had been fupplied during our
refidence ~am/ongﬁi our. very hof;pitable friends at
Valparaifo, had not only eradicated every appear-
ance of the fcurvy:-before our departure from:that
port, but had ‘fo: cdmplctely re-eftablithed the
health of every individual on board (myfelf ex-
cepted) that although.-we had now been fifty-
eight days at fea, during which time we had ex-
pericriced much bad weather, particularly in that
part-of ‘the paflage as we had approached. the
weftern’ coaft of Pagagonia; and until we had

paﬁ'ed round cape Horn and procecded fome dif~

tance to the north-eaftward; and had alfo been
obliged to make great exertions, and to endure
great fatigue, owing-to the repeated accidents

that had befallen: our-failsiand rigging, and -the: .

'addmonal labour- at the . puimps. -confequent on.
the leak in the fore part of the veflel ; - I had the
mexpreflible happinefs of -feeing all my officers
ahd ‘men refurn to a Britifh fettlemaent; after an
ablence fro:England. of, more than four years
-and g quarter;- perfedly well ‘in: health, and: with
conflitutions apparently unimpaired by-the ex-
Aas tremely
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tremely laborious fervice in which they had been
fo long employed, and to which without a mur-
mur they had, at all times, and in all weather,
uniformly fubmxttcd with great zeal and ala-
crity. ~

Notw:thﬁcandmg that I had- thc addmonal fa-
tisfaction to hear, from Mr. Puget, that the crew
of the Chatham were now in a convalefcent
frate, yet'I was much concerned to become, ac-
quainted that their health, as well as that of the
officers, had fuffered very materially indeed in
their late paffage from Valparaifo. Although,
previoufly to our departure from that port, every
precaution within our power had been taken to
make both veflels as equal as it were poffible to
the tatk which they had to perform at the them
advanced.feafon of the year, through fo tempef-

" tuous and inhofpitable a region'; yet the fmall-

nefs of the Chatham. had made her more liable
to the influence of the bad weather than- the.
Difcovery, and this will ferve to account for her
progrefs' having been fo very.frequently intet-
rupted. - For fixteen days together Mr. Puget
had been under the neceflity of keeping in- the
dead hghts, and from the violence of her motion
her “decks and fides had become ‘open and fo
leaky, that his people were: -conftantly in a ‘wet

~ humid fiate when they retired from'the deck, on-
which, prekuﬂy to their ‘making cape ‘Horn,

five
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five men only in a watch were able to do duty ;
the reft being rendered incapable of it by rheu-
matic complaints. Veflels of the Chatham’s fize

thould certainly make choice of the fummer fea-

. fon- to infure a good- paffage round the fouthern

promontory of America; for although the pre- '
vailing winds in the winter. months of May, June,-

and July, may expedite their voyage, yet this ad-
vantage is more than counterbalanced by the

fhortnefs of the days, the feverity of the climate,

- and the very ftormy weather which is attendant
on this time of the year; this Mr. Puget repre-
{ented as having had the effe&® of keeping the
Chatham, comparatively fpeaking, almoft under

water during the greater part of the paffage, in

which he ftated, that nothing of impartance had
“eccurred fince the pericd of our {eparation, and
that the reafon why our laft fignals were not an-
fwered on the night of the 8th of June, was,

- that the fupply of falfe fire on board the Chatham ;

was at that time totally expended. From Mr.

Puget I alfo underftood, that in and about the’

latitude affigned to La Roche’s ifla Grande, the
Chatham, like the/Difcovery, had-been vifited
by a great number of birds, which, with fome
fea weed, were the only indications he had nq-
ticed of the vicinity of land. '
My firft care was to take fuch precautions on qur
arrival at St, Helena, as were moft likely to prove
' Aasg efficacious

»
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efficacious in preferving to the crews of both vef-
fels that ineftimable blcﬁing, health, of which,

i on board the Difcovery, we were in fuch -com-

- plete enjoyment. ~ For this putpofe fome frefh

| provifions were procured ‘from' the ifland, and
. occafionally ferved to both-fhip’s companies, with
a plentiful fupply of efculent vegetables; the con-
~valefcents from the Chatham were fent,on fThore,
and fuch regulations were adopted as appeared
to be, in 'my judgment, moft likely to infure this
defirable object ; which, at all times, and on all
occafions, throughout the veyage, had been-a
confideration with me of the firft neccﬁity and
hlgheﬁ importance.

After thefe arrangements were made, -the: ob-
fervatory, as ufual, was committed to the charge
of Mr. Whidbey; and now that ‘the fhip was
ftationary, the carpénters were employed in
fearching for the leak in the fore part of the vef-
fel, which, at times, during our late -paﬁ'ag% from
Valparaifo, had greatly increafed our labours, by
our efforts to keep the fhip free from the great
quantity .of water which it admittcd.';“-:Notwith-‘. ,
ftanding that our main yard ‘had, by great care
and attention, brought us fafely thusf‘ar, yet, as
I found it would be poffible to procure a new
one at St. Helena, meafures were inftantly taken
L for replacmg it with one, on which we_could
“ - more fecurely dcpcnd thlﬁ: othcr parts of the -
8 : A crew
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crew were employed in the neceflary dutiés about

the fhip, and in obtaining a full fupply of water.
~ According - to our reckoning, this day was

Monday the 6th of July, but at St. Helena we -
found it (agreeably to our calculations) to be

only Sunday the 5th of July : for, by our having
failed round the world, in an eaftern dire&ion,
we had, fince our ‘departure from England,
gained one day ; but as it was now become expe-
dient that we fhould fubfcribe to the eftimation
of time, as underftood by Europeans and the reft
of the civilized world, to which we were now

faft-‘approaching, our :former - reckéning was

abandoned, the day we had gained drepped, and
after noon- this day, we recommenced Sundqy
2he 5th qf July, oo P
- His Mayﬁys thip “the Sphmx, commandcd
by Captain Brifac, afrived on Tucfday, charged
- with difpatches from: Admiral /er Gcorgc Keith
. Elphinftone, (now Lord I&e1th ,) ‘to- General
Clarke at St. Salvador, -on': tﬁc /coaﬁ: “of Brazil;
" ‘'who, with his army; was Waltlnc at-that port,
‘until he fthould receive fnﬁru&ions’ from -Sir’
' George that might efiable: him to co-operate with-*
that admiral in the redu&mn of the cape’ ‘of Good:
Hope. " A eenvoy, I: undcrﬁood was. {oon *ex--
pe&ed ito il from St. Sal‘yador, and ‘as 1 had

reafoi¥ to ‘beliéve: ‘the @ H?fhafﬁ?é»“réf—’é'quipment--
weiild riot take morcithan asweek; 1 determined:
oA SR N to
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to fcndw her thither for the purpofe of going with
the firft convéy which fhould fail from thence to
England, and that I would be content to remain
here unt’l fome Britifh veffel of force thould touch
at St. Helena in her way home, or that the next
convby from the Eaft Indies thould arrive, under
the protection of which, I fhould hope fafely to
arrive in England in the courfe of the autumn,
As the fervice which Captain Brifac had -to per-
form required the utmoft difpatch, ‘our boats .
affifted thofe of the Sphinx in recruiting her wa-
ter, after which, on the following day, Tuefday
the, 7th,  the -immediately failed for thc coaft of
- Brafii. o
. Underftanding that our ﬁcld-pleocs would be
of ufe to His Majefty’s forces on the coaft of
Africa,and confidering that the purpofe for which
they had originally been put on board the Difco-
very ‘was now campletely ferved, and that they
could not be of the leaft poffible fervice to us in
_ perferming the remainder of our voyage to Eng-
land, I availed myfelf of -the Asnifton being en-
gaged to carry troops from St. Helena- to the
fquadron under Admiral Sir George Keith El-. _
phinflone, to, confign, by that conveyance, the == §
four preces of ordnance, and the remaining parts |
of the ammunition ‘we had en board, ;to. the.
commanding-officer’ of the.expedition deftined
aga.mﬁ: the; cgpe of . Good. Hope and, on Fr;dag;-:
the '
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the 10th, I was made happy on this occafion to
have it alfo in my power to affift with our boats
in the embarkation of the troops on board the Ar-
nifton. . ’
The leak was foon difcovered to be in the
bows of the Difcovery, and qur carpenters were |
~ immediately employed in ufing their beft endea-
vours to ftop and prevent any further.inconveni- : %
ence from 1t. §
On Sunday morning - amved the Orpheus of ' |
London, commanded by Mr. Bowen, to whom
were entrufted . duplicates of thofe ‘difpatches
from Admiral Sir. George Keith Elphinftone, -
with which Captain Brifac had failed on the 8th,
with dire@ions to the governor of St. Helena to ‘
ufe his utmoft endeavours to forward them im- ' ) [
mediately to General Clarke -at St. Salvador.
The Chatham at .this time being nearly ready B
for fea, I conﬁdered that 1t would. be furthermg _ ‘ fg:
his Majefty’s fervice to charge Mr. Puget with S
the care of thefe duplicate difpatches, with which, ‘ SR
after receiving the foliowing order from me, he
departed for the coaft of Braﬁl the followmg day,
© . Monday the 13th. : L
¢ Confidering it to be expedlent and for thc '
good -of His Majefty’s fervice, that you thould
proceed. immediately to St.: Salvador, in order to , g
carry fome» difpatches. from Rear. Admiral the o
Honourablc Sir. ‘George Keith.: Elphmﬁone, to
Ma_]or
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Major-General Clarke, .commander of his Mi-
jefty's forces, deftined to a& with the faid rear-
admiral;:-and the . faid. major-general. having
been dire&ed to rendezvous at St. Salvador; you
- are hereby required and .dire@ed fo- proceed,
without lofs of time, to the fald.port;, in order to
deliver the:inclofed difpatches accordingly ; and,
after having performed that fervice, you will
communicate to the commanding officer of his .
~ Majefty’s naval forces-at that port, the nature of
the fervice on which' you have been employed,
and that you have my directions, after. deliver-
ing the faid difpatches, to ‘ufe-your: utmioft-ex=
ertions, for the purpofe of immediately:procéed-
ing to England, that you may: be-.¢nabled to
carry into effe@ fuch further orders asyou have -
received from me. : But fhould you not.meet
with any naval officer; fenior:to yourfelf, at that -
~ port, you will inform -Major-General’ Clarke,
that I conceive it to. be a’ matter:of great mo-
ment, that as little ‘detention as pofiible thould
take’ placc to retard your proceeding to. England, -
as ‘before: cxpreffcd 'If, ‘before your arrival at the
port of St. Salvador, the faid troops.and {quadron
fhould have departed you are to ufe the utmoft
precaution mot to promulgate the :canfe which
cdrried you thither; but fhav_mg,. with all-expe-
dition, -completed your:water, &cii&ec. you: arc
to precead to England-as already: directed ;. “and;’

as
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‘be-thrown into the fea, in cafe of capture. And

" covery, In St: Hclena bay, this 12th of July,’
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as it is of the utmoft. importance to prevent thefe
orders; difpatches, and private fignals, from fall-
ing into the hands of the enemy, you are to keep
the. fame in a leaden box, in order that they may

that.you may avoid; as much as poffible, falling
in -with the:énemy’s cruizers, on your approach=
ing the coaft of Europe, you will confider, as
circumftances may point out, of the -propriety of
proceeding round the north part of Ireland, either
to the firft convenient port on the coaft of Scot-
land or England, which you can make; from

ISR e ¥ oo e
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.whence you will immediately repair to the Ad- Tj

maralty office, and there deliver the dxfpatches
with which you are charged. _ E
¢ But in the event of your reaching St. Sal- - - [
vador before General Clarke thould have arrived, :
and finding no other. Britifh officer there with
whom you may judge it proper to entruft the! '
difpatches committed to your care; you are to _ .
continue there fourteen days, and after the expiz .. i (
ration of that time you are to proceed as herein ' \] i3
before direed ;. for which” this fhall be your o
order.. ‘Dated on bodrd his Majefty’s floop Dif- g

ﬂ
o i

1705. .
GEORGE VANCOUVER. L o0

T o Lieutenant Peter Puget,
eommanding His ]ifajg/h’ s armed tender Cfmthzm : St
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Previoufly to Mr. Puget’s. departure from St.
Helena, we were given to underftand, by Mr.
Bowen, that it had been decreed, by the national .
aflembly of France, that the Difcovery and Chat-
ham fhould pafs the feas unmolefted by the
French cruizers, notw1thﬁandmg the exifting
war between the two countries. This agreeable

* mtelligence induced me to alter the plan which
I had formed of waiting at this ifland for convoy.
The Eaft India fhips, under the protection of the
Sceptre, had not yet been failed fo long from
St. Helena, as to diveft ‘me intirely of the hope
that we might overtake them, before they thould
have reached thofe latitudes in which we fhould
be likely to meet with any thing unpleafant from
the enémy’s thips of force, in confequence of
-their commanders being unacquainted with the
national decree in our favor, or in the event of
any new matter having -arifen between the
powers at war to caufe its being revoked. Every
effort was therefore now made to expedite our
re-equipment ; the maif yard by the affiftance

~ of the carpenters belongmg to the Arnitton, was
likely to be ready in the courfe of a day or two,

- in which time, I had reafon to believe, our own
artificers would have ftopped the leak in the
thip’s bows; and as I entertained hopes that,

' foon after this fervice thould be performed, the .

- ' Dxfcovery would, in all other refpe&s, be fit for -
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fea, I determined to fail immediately, and not to
wait for the uncertain arrival of any other veffel,
which might-afford us protection during the re-
\mamdcr of our voyage to England.

The fupply of vegetables which St Hclpna g

afforded us was very amPle, but fruits of all kmds , : ;
were found to be extremely {carce, owing to the E‘
want of rain. Sofevere and continued had becnr Cw
the drought for the three preceding years, that = . ;}_‘i

’mo{’c of the trees, which were not indigenous to
“the country, had withered and fallen into decay,
and amongft the exotics that had died were fix
plants of the bread fruit, which had been left by
Captain Bligh on his return in the Providence
from the iflands in the Pacific Ocean. The lofs
of thefe valuable plants was very much regretted, ’E
as they appeared to thrive, and it was hoped, L
would have come to perfedtion. The herbage
had fuffered alfo in’ the fame proportion, and, in
"the courfe of the period above mentioned, up-
wards' of fixteen hundred head of cattle had died
upon the ifland. ‘The fheep were very lean and
poor, and the quantity of freth provifions that
could be obtained was by ro means equal to the

fupply I could have wifhed to have procured..
On Tuefday the 14th I had the pleafure to
behold our new main yard in fuch a ftate of for-
wardnefs t/jhat it would be ready to be got on
board -and nigged thc ;ollowmo day, and I had the
addztxonai
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additional fatisfacion of feeing, that by the un-
remitted attention of the refpective officers who.
had the fuperintendance of the feveral fervices
which had become neceffary to be carried into.
effe@, little elfe now remained to be done than
to prepare the veflel for our departure. - :

Much of my timg, fince our arrival at St.
Helena, had been employed about the concerns
of the Dutch prize Macaffar, and in making the

beft arrangements within my power, to fecure a

fafe paffage for her to England. The thip was

in a very bad leaky condition, and although we
were able to give her fome repair, yet it was to-
tally out of our power to refit her, and put her in
a proper ftate for fo long a voyage, efpecially as
there was little chance of her reaching any Bri-
tith port before the commencement of the winter.

Having, from long experience, been convinced
of the 1kill and refources which Lieutenant John- -
ftone pdﬁéﬂfqd, and which, on many trying oc-
cafions throﬁghout the voyage, he had eminently
difplayed, I derived great fatisfadtion in com-
mitting the charge of the Macaflar to his care.
For this efpecial purpofe he received my direc-
tions to quit the Chatham previoufly to her de-
parture - for St. Salvador ; and in addition to the
people that were to be engaged at St. Helena, to

‘ navigate the prizé home, I fpared, from the crew

of the Difcovery, feventeen able feamen, on whofc
' exertions




1795.] ROUND THE WORLD. 369

exertions I could with confidence rcly, to: carry
Mr. Johnftone’s orders, with .promptitude, into
effe@. With this fupply of men on’ whomi he
‘could dépend, and with the kind affurances which
I received from Governor Brooke, that no affift-
ance in his power thould be wanting in the mans
ning and re-euipment of the prize, I eéntertained
gréat hope that, under the proteion of the firft
convoy that fhiould arrive at St. Helena bound
to England, little danger was to be apprehended
of the Macaffar’s fafe arrival, in fome port of
Great Britain:

In the bay of St. Hclena, on thé 4th of July,
the chironometers fhewed the: foIlowmg longl-’

tudes: : - _
Amold’sNd. 14, - 8540 1';35”' : F
Ditto, 176, - 355 20 5 : [‘
Kendall's; £ - 832 35 5 : im
The true longitude; 854 11 .0 ‘ hé

By which it appeared that Arnold’s chronos
meter, No. 14, was ¢’ 25", and Kendall’s 1° 35/ 25"
to the weftward, and that” Arnold’s No. 176
was 1° @' 5" to the eaftward of the true longi=

.tude : and, by altitudes takcn on this day, thc 14th
of July; Arnold’s No. 14 was found at noon to-be

- flow of mean time - - S b
At Greenwich, = - . 17® 10/ 42” 50/
. And 'to be gaining on mean.
time, per day, at the rate of - 24 50
.Vor. VL.~ Bb © Arnold’s

>
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Arnold’s No. 176, flow of

mean time at. Greenwich, - ¢" 18/ | 29" 50 '
And to be gaming on mean _
time, per day, at the rate of 57

Kendall's flow of mean time

" at Greenwich - - 12 15 3 20

- And to be . gaining on mean

- time, per day, at the rate of 28 22
. On'Wednefday the 15th I had the pleafure of
fecetving our new main yard on beard, it was

immediately rigged, and the fhip in_every other
refpect made ready to proceed to fea.  After pag-
ing my refpeéls to the governor; and returRing
him my beft thanks fos his hofpitality and oblig-

_ing attention. to the neceflities of our little com- .

musnty whilft at St.. Helena, I left Lieutenant
Johnfton on beard the Macaflar, with full di-
. rections i writing, by which. he would be en-
~ abled to govern himfelf in ‘condudting the veflcl,

. of which he was put in charge to England, and
about fix o’clock on the following evening, with
a light breeze of wind from the S. E. we. dlrc&ed
. our courfe to the north-weftward, anxioufly look-
ing forward to that happy hour which fhould
- once more land us amongft.our refpective friends,
from whofe fociety we had fuffered folong and

- o painful -an abfence.

" The weather continued to bc very plcafant

and we made great progrefs to thenorth-weftward. .

- On
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On Saturday the 25th we crofled the 'equatoi' n
longitude 21° 35’ weft from Greenwich, where

the variation, b‘y two fets of azimuths, was found

to be 9° 20" weftwardly. 'From this time no-
thing occurred worthy of remark tintil Wednef-

day the 5th of Auguft; when one of the Cape
de Vcrd iflands was fcen, ‘bearing by Compdf‘si

N. 16 E The weather “had - contmucd to bc

very plcafmt and although the’ Wmds, fince the |
conclufion of the preceding month, had veered
from the fouth-caftern to the “weft and north-
weftern quarters, yet we had not been preventcd'
from - makmv ‘our north-wcﬁ:cm courfc good ,

agreeably to my wifhes. -
- Our people, ever fince our departure from- St.

Helena, had been occaﬁonally employed in mend- \
ing the fails and rigging; and, on all fuitable op-
portdnitif_:s,’ they had exercifed with the gréat:
guns and fmall arms; whilft the extremely plea-"

fant weather which had attended us, h'zid:grcét'ly

contributed to our becoming well acquamted with ,

the management of both.
About four o’clock in the afternoon of Thurf~
day the 20th, three veficls were difcovered to the

- northward, and at cwht in the ev ening eight fail

were feen from the mai’t—head bearing by -com-
pafs N..8o W. All our canvafs was 1mmcdzatcly

fpread, in the hope of our being able to overtake.

them; being in great hopes that the veflels in
Bb2 fight
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372 A vo*mcz OF DISCOVERY [4ve-
fight would prove to be the convoy which had
left the bay of-St. Helena on the morning of our
arrival there; in the. event of which, I fhould be .
happy to avail myfelf of the protedion we fhould
derive by accompanying {0 ftrong 2 flect to Eng-
land. At day-light the next morning, Friday
_the 211t five thips only were in ﬁght from the
maft-head, buf at feven in the morning nine fail
of large veflels were fo clearly difcerned as to
leave in my mind no doubt of their being a part _
~ of the fleet for'which we had kept fuch an anxious, -
B though hxthcrto unﬁxcccfctul look out, under '
convoy of his MaJeﬁ:y s Thip Sceptre, commanded-
by Captain Effington. About five in the after-
toon a boat, from. the: Gcneral Goddard Eaft-
: Inchaman, came on board, and confirmed us in
the opinion we had.at firft formed, and which
“every hour fince had ferved to firengthen, that
the flect before us was a convoy” confifting of
' twcntv-four fail of Indlamcn, -under the protec-
tion of the Sceptre Upon receiving this infor-
o ‘mation, I ordered a boat to be hoifted out, and I
_ < +° waited upon Captain Eﬁington, by whom 1 was -
: S received with- that unaffe@ed hearty welcome,
and. unreferved fincerity, which are known by
every ome who has the happinef of his friend-
ﬂnp, to be the true type of his valuable charader,
-After putting my /felf under Captain Effington’s
orders, and tccexvmg fuch inftrudtions as were

-

deemed
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deemed to be neceflary by him, for the regulation
of. his Majefty’s floop under my command, now
- attached to the fleet which he was convoying ta
* England; I repaired on board the: Difcovery, and
' by {preading an additional quantzty of" canvafs,
we foon had the pleafure of Joxnmg cempany
with the Sceptre.

- The fatisfaction { experxcnced in' the protece
tion we had derived by overtaking and uniting
our little force with fo powcrﬁrl a fleet, was greatly

- increafed by my now underﬁ:andmg from Captain
Effington, that he was of opinion the agreeable :
~tidings communicatedto me at St. Helena; by STy
.. Mr. Bowen, of a French decree ‘having paiTed
%, - the national affembly, in: favor of ‘the lecovety
and Chatharn, ‘was prcmature, and that, in the /"
event of our having unfortunatcly met with’ an
_enemy. of faperior forc&;co whom of - neceﬁity’
. we muft have yielded, we fhould have had llttlp
- chance of efcaping the horvors of a French prifon,
in addition to the cruel mortification of lofing to

our country much of the information which had
been colle@ed during the voyame This reﬂe&xon
had the effe& of reconcﬁmg my mind to the ﬂow

: progrcfs which 1 was now, well aware Would ne-
ceflarily be—\ attendant on the conclufive part of - F
our paffage to England.. Havmg been fo/ fortye. i
nate hitherto, asto have: loft arz{y one - man out of © .
_J)ot]z veffels in confequence of difeafe, and z/s few by 4
. Bb3 - .acc1dcnts
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a4 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [ave.
©accidents as I could reafonably have expected,
- ./ when I duly confidered the length of our abfence -
fxf_om_ ho@_c, .,ar.id,'th,é\' ;laturc of the fervice on
which we had: een fo long employed ; I do con-
fels _t;hat,-‘:,_und_ci' the peculiar circumftances of
our défcnqqlcﬁ' fitation, I thould have regarded
it as'a very painful tafk to have been -compelled
to the neceflity -of expofing my excellent officers
aad.valllhkg:_i_l;c crew, who were now, comparatively
ij),eak‘i-ng,_.‘,\al.r'xaiqﬂ' within reach of ‘the welcome
¢mbra’cc§.pf_ - their neareft and deareft affeions,
~ to a conflidt: with ap enemy, whofe fuperiority
in point of force we had nof originally been fitted
out to meet, nor were.we -but in a very humble
WAy prcparcd to refit; and from whom, in poiiit
of failing, when I adverted to the fhattered con-
dition of our mafts and rigging, I entertzined no -
 hope of our being able to efcape. I was, there-
fore, zeconciled to the delays unavoidable in. ¢f-
.co_x;ts‘ of-this nature, though they became greatly
augmented by the deplorable condition of many
of ~Captain Effington’s Dutch prizes, fome of
which, I underftood, had been with great diffi- -
k:u];y preventcd from foundering. - .~ 7.
. Although .our Pprogrefs was neceflarily much
retarded, yet our fime pafled Pleafantly away, by
havingjat.lerrgtb"rega_ined the power of devoting -

.....

it, on all fuitable occafions, to the .comforts of a
friendly Intercourfe with our furrounding coun-
: o trymen,
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trymen, from the pleafures of whofe ﬁ,c;cty we
had been fo longcﬁrangcd c 'i‘;ig :
Nothing very material occurred until Tuefday, i
1ftof September; when, after contending with a
" freth gale from the northi ' and ‘north-weftern
" quarters, which had commenced:the preceding
day; and had been attended with fome heavy
fqualls of wind and rain; about nine’ o’¢lock in : g
the forenoon, in /ébout the latitude of 46° 12¢ i
north, longitude 29° 327 weft, one of the Dutch
prizes made a ﬁgnal of diftrefs - we 1rnmcdlatcly
. hovetoyand I fent the cutter to her affiftance,
 but fhe was found to be almoit a wreck, and in
- fuch-a depiora‘oly bad condition tbat it was ime
~ poffible to faye her, and fhe was thcrefore aban-
doned, by ordler of Captain Eﬁington, and fet on
fire about fix o’clock in the evening. - - After per-
forming his fervice our cutter rctumed to the ;
thip, and in the a& of hoifting her on board fhc TI
was by accident ftove mtxi'cly to pieces. !
1 d9 not recolle@ that my Teelings ever fuffered
uch on any occafion of a fimilar nature, as
is moment. The cutter was the boat I had . [
c ﬁﬂ:'antly ufed; in her [ had travelled very many
ilés; “in her I had repeatedly efcaped from dan- ;
/ ger; the had always brought me- fafely home; * T
and,’ although the was but an -inanimaté conve< '
/ niency, to which, it may poflibly be thought no
/. affeion’ could be attached, yet Ifelt myfelf under -
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- 376 A YOYAGE OF-DISCOVERY [sepr,
fuch . obligation - for her fervices, that when fhe
was dathed to pieces before my eyes, an involuna

't,ary emotign;fuddcnly.fcized,my b.rc_:aﬁ,‘.andI
was. compelled to- turn -away. to hide a weaknefs
(for which,, thoygh my own gratitude might find
an.apology),I thould have thought improperto
have publicly manifefted. .

‘The wind changed on Saturday the 5th, from
the north-weft to the oppofite quarter, and blew
a very hard gale, with fqualls chicﬂyf‘éfror_n E.byS.
about fix in the evening another of the Dutch
p’rizcs was obferved to have made¢ the fignal of
diftrefs. - We were dire@ed to give her affift-
ance ; and:the relief we were enabled to afford
her ‘Wwas. very falutary, and. had become eflens
tially neceffary, as wé found her in a very leaky
ftate, and her crew in a very;diﬁbl__cd fickly con- -

dition. - Tli_c; windagéin veered ‘to its- former
 direion, and though it continued to be.fqually
and unpleafant, it had been more moderate dur-
ing the two laft days ; in oné of thefe from the ‘
north-weft, on Tuefday morriing the 8th, about
feven a’clock, we fprung our' maintopmatt, an
accident that might have been attended with the

moft ferious confequences, had, we not been in a

. fituation that -afforded us ‘the moft ample protec-

tion, and. which I.had no-doubt we thould be

able to maintain until we thould. arrive in fome
© port of Great Britain, ,‘al,though""éur‘guantityj of

: 4 - canvafs -
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canvafs fhould hereafter be materially . reduced, Yo
as we had been repeatedly obliged to fhorten fail ‘
for the convoy. = All the upper fails were taken
in, the maft ftruck, and the carpenters immedi-
ately employed to remedy and provide for the -
difafter in the beft manner we were able; this ™
bufinefs was completed about noon, and a top="
maft with the topgallant rigging was again fet/
up. Notwithftanding-that the weather was not L
very favourable to aftronomical purfuits, Mr. .
" Whidbey procured fix fets, and Mr. Orchard
 three fets"of lunar diftances, by the mean refult ‘
of whic_hlth‘et_ruc longitude, at noon, was found g

it 4 TR ot EERPUPANIIAY i
W e onom s o oL '

to be - . — 20°13 0" weft

By Arnold s chranometer. -

i ' No: 14,20 14 5 weft

- Ditto, . 1706, 19 48 30 weft
A By Kendall's, . = .20 0 30 weilt.

The obferved latitude .~ 51 .2 0o (//

Variation of the compatfs, 22 wefterly. - .

By our courfe having judicioufly been directed
far to the weftward, it was moft probable that B2 e
the coaft of Ireland would be the firft land in o
the Britith dominians with which we fhould fall
in. For thofe thores, as the wind and other cir-
cumﬁanccs had. a.IIuwcd we had been fteering
for feveral da)s, and as our. diftance from Eng-
land every day and every hour decreafed, fo our

’happmcfs ‘became- augmentcd in the grateful an-.
' ncxpatxon'
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378 A VOYAGE CF DISCOVERY [sepT.

ticipation of oncé more breathing our native air,
once more repofing in the bofom of our country

‘and expeding friends: Every breaft, as may be

naturally imagined; was alive to fenfations of the
moft pleafant nature, infeparable from the fond
idea of returning home; after fo long an abfence,
in an adventurous fervice to promote the general
good, when unappalled by the confcioufnefs of
deferved reproach. /In the midft of thefe agree-

- able refleions, however, prefages of a melan-

choly caft would frequently obtrude upon the
mind, and damp the promifed joys-in contem-
plation. Few of us had been blefled- with any
tidings from our families or friends fince our laft
feparation from them ; and in the courfe of fuch
a lapfe of time what changes might not have
taken plate, what events might not have hap-
pened to difappoint our hopes; rob us of eur
prcfent peace , or cloud the funthine of our fu-
ture days ! Thefe-were confiderations of -2 moft
painful natdre; and tinged our jayful cxpe&atxoqs‘
with folicitude-and apprehen(' on!

At length, about five o’clock on Saturday
morning the 12th, a fignal was made by one of
the headmoft ﬁnps, that dencted the was within
ﬁght of land, 2nd foon afterwards, from our
maft-head, the glad tidings were aninounced that

“Jand was plainly to be fccn, bearinig by compafs

E.S.E. Ateleven in the forenoon it was known
o ' - to
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to be the weftern coaft of Ireland, and arrange-

ments were immediately made by the Sceptre for
keeping the fhips together, and for entering the
Shannon ; where Captain Effington propofed to
remain with his convoy until a force more equal
to the protetion of the valuable fleet he had
thus fately brought into his Majefty’s dominions,
thould arrive, to efcort it from thence to Eng-
land. Having communicated to Captain Effing-
ton fuch.parts of my orders from the Lords of
the Admiralty, dnder which I had failed, as ap-

plied to the government of my condu& én the
prefent occafion, -1 received his orders to repair’

immediately to London ; and the following day,
Sunday the 13th, after having feen the Difco-=
very fafely moored, with the reft of the fleet, in
the Shannon, and giving fuch inftru&ions, as
circumftances demanded, to my firft lieutenant
Mr. Bakcr, in whofe zeal for the fervice, and

abilities as an officer, a long ezpcncncc juftified -

me in implicitly confiding; I refigned my com-
mand of the Difcovery into his hands, and with

" fuch books, papers and charts as had been pre-

vioufly fele@ed, as being effential to the illuftra-
tion of the fervices we had performed, I took

leave of my officers and crew; not, however, .-
" without emotions’ which, 'tho,ug'h' natural;, on

parting ‘with a fociety with whom'I had lived 16
long, thared fo many dangers, and from whom I
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380 A YOYAGE OF DISCOVERY {sepr.
bad received fuch effential fervices, are yet more
cafily to be imagined than I have the power to
defcribe : and in l;ﬁ.q_:_courfc of a few day; I ar-
rived at the Admirdlty, where ] depofited my

S

feveral documcnts. :
Before I bid farewell to tthifco‘vcry,* Imu
beg leave to arreft the attentiom of my readers
for a few minutes, for the purpofe of taking a
fhort view of the geographical knowledge which
had been obtained of the earth, previoufly to the
cxpedition which I have had the honour to com-
mand, and the happinefs of bringing thus to a -
conclufion ; and alfo to notice fuch parts ‘of the
globe as yet remain to be explored to make that
fpecies of information complete. The effeding
a paflage into the oriental feas round the eape of
Good Hope, the difcovery of America, and the
opening of 2 communication between the Atlan-
tic and Pacific Oceans, by pafling cither through

 the ftraits of Magellan, or round the iflands

lying- off the fouthern extremity of Ticrra del
Fuego, engaged the minds and utmo@ exertions
of the moft illuftrious navigators during the three
laft centuries. Thefe enterprizes have been duly
appreciated and juftly celebrated for the impor-
tant lights they have thrown upon the fciences
of geography and nautical aftronomy ; for the
~improvements they have caufed in the arts;
® Arrived Vall well ig the Thames the 20th of Od&ober, 1795,
' ' ' for
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for the commercial intercourfe which, by their-
‘means, has been opened and cftablithed with alt
the maritime parts of the world ; and, laftly, for
the happy introduétion of civilization amongft
numerous tribes of our fellow creatures.

In the fitft attempts to acéoinp}ifh_ thefe ex- V

- tenfive objets, Great Britain took no parf; but
no fooner -did fhe perceive the importance of
which they were likely to be to her confcqucnéc
and profperity as a maritime ftate, than her fpirit
for the attainment of fuch valuable acquifitions-
to fcience became romfed. In the courfe of a
very few years, no fuch eflential benefits have
been fecured to mankind, nor has fo much geo-
.. graphical knowledge been acquired, as fince the
commencement of DIsCOVERY undertaken, and
fuccefsfully accomplifhed, by the unremitted la-
bours of Britith navigators; whofe primary con-
fiderations have been to dired their inquiries to

objeéts of an ufeful nature, and to inveftigate and

fupport the truth, by a plain narrative of thofe:
facts, which fell within the fphere of their obfcxf-
vation, rather than to give encouragement, by
the obtrufion of fpecious opinions, to hypothefes,
however ingenious. In conf‘equcnce of a ftn&
adherence to this principle, the geography of the

~earth is mow placed beyond the influence of

conjecture, and is determined by fuch incontro-
verublc evidence, that the fmall fpaces that yet

© remaln
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382 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [sEpT:
remain uhex;ﬂorcd in the Pacific or Indian oceans
are too inﬁgniﬁcant ‘to become an objet of en-
terprize : there are, however, parts of the coafts;

. JL " both of Afia and America, which would yet
R afford employment for the labourers in the fcx-
J : . ence of DISCOVERY.
8 The Afiatic coaft, from the Iatxtudc of about

35°% to thc latitude of 52° north is at prefent very
ill defined ; and the American coaft, from about
the latitude of 44° fouth, to the f(_)uthern extre-
mity of Tierra del Fuego, is likewife véry little

known ; and I entertain no doubt, had not our
late examination on -the coaft of North-Wefk
America, fo delayed our return to the fouthern ~
hemifphere, as to prevent my carrying the orders
I had received into effe@, that I thould have de-
rived great fatisfaction from.a ﬁuvcy and invefti=
gation of the thores of that 1ntcrcfhng country. -
If, however, by that portion of his Majefty’s
commands, which I have had the honour to exe-
cute, it fhall appear that a decifion may as _}ufi:ly
now take place, refpeling any navigable com-,
munication between the waters of the Pacific
and Atlantic oceans, within the limits of our fur~
vey, as on the hypothefis which gave as a coun<
terpoife to the globe a fouthern continent, and
which . the indefatigable diligence of Captain

- Cook completely fubverted, I fhould hope that

-4 the purpofe for which his Majefty commanded

‘ ' ~ the
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the expedition to be undertaken, will not be
confidered as having failed for want of zgal or
perfeverance, though it thould hereafter be found
incomp’lac%for want of judgment and ability.
There were few objects to ‘which I had paid
more atﬁepfxon, or had more fincerely at heart,
than that of obferving fuch a condu&, at all

times, towards the feveral tribes of Indians, with ~

whom we fhould frequently mect, as thould pre-
vent the neceffity of our reforting to arny mea-
fures that might endanger the lives of a people,
whofe real intentions weré always likely to be
mifunderftood, from a want of knowledge in us
of their refpeétive’ dxalc&S* or languagcs After
having refided, as it were, amoﬁgﬁ them for more
~ than two years, without having had the leaft oc-.
cafion to fire a thot in anger, ‘l had fondly hoped

- that I thould kave been enabled to have com- "

pleted our refearches in thofe before- untrodden
regions, without the lofs of life to a fingle indi;

vidual belonging to the countries we might yet

find it neceflary to vifit. - In this my anxious con-
‘cern for the great caufe of humanity I was, how-
ever, difappointed. The number of Indians from
Traitor’s cove which fell in the unprovoked attack
upon our boats, on the 12th. of-Auguft, 1793,
could not be afcertained'; but, independently of
this unfortunate affair, I do not know of more

' than
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than two ‘men who a{terwards loft their lives irt

' confequencc of our expeditions, from the Dif=
 covery-or Chatham: Thefe unlucky events did

not;: howewcr, fail to. producc in- mry mind much

. forrow and regret, from which-I could find no

relief but in the confohng refle&ion, that nothing -
but the moft urgent neceflity, for our own pre-
fervation, would have ‘compelled. us .to have
adopted coercive meafures. | S
From the firft moment of my appointment, to
the hour in which I refigned the ftation I had fo

. long held, the health of every individual under

my command had been my firft care; and I had

" now the unfpeakable happinefs of beholding the

fame perfons return on board the Difcovery to the

_ river Shannon, in pcrfc& health, as had failed

with me from the river Thames, excepting fuch

~ of the officers as had officially been fent home, or

had been prornotcd in the Chatham ; the feven-

" teen fearen left at St. Helena, to affift in navi- -

gating tlé,Mécaﬁ'ar to England¥, and the.under~
mentioned individuals, who were unhappxly loft
'in the courfe of the expedition. . _
" John Brown, carpenter’s mate, drowncd by
o accident, in thc execution of his duty, off *hc
(outh E orcland 3d of February, 1791.
’\Texl Coxl marme, died of the flux, com?mm—

e Arrived all well the 22d of Nevember, 17 95.
: w K catccl




cated to the Difcovery, at the cape of Good
Hope, by an’ infe&ed thip from Batavia, /th of
Auguft, 1791.

Jofeph Murgatroyd, one of thc carpenters

crew, mifling at fea the 21t of January, 1793.
- _John Carter, feamen, poifoned by eating muf~
™ " _cles, in Poifon cove, 15th June, 1793.. ,
. Hfaac Wooden, drowned by accident, in the

24th of Auguft, 1794.
- Richard Jones, drowned by accident, in the
execution of his duty, between the port of Val-

June, 1795. .

By this hﬁ: it will appear that, from the 15th
of December, in the year 1790, to this 13th day
of September, 1795, comprehending a fpace of
four years cight months and twenty-nine days,

time of our parting with the Chatham#* at St.

voyage loft a fingle man, either in confequence
of ill health, or from any accident whatever.

the Difcovery produced in me infinite regret, but

" when I adverted to the very dangerous fervice in,
thch we had been fo long employed, -and the

" % Arrived all well 17th of O&ober 1705,
“Vor. VL, - Cc’ ~ many
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execution of his duty, off Wooden’s rock the

paraifo and the ifland of St. Hc]cna, 21ft of

we had loft out of our complement of one hun- _
dred men, only one man by difeafe: and at the

* "Helena, the had not, in the courfe of the whole

" The unfortunate. lofs of thefe five men from
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‘many perilous fituations from which we had pro-
videntially been extricated, with all poffible ado-
ration, humility, and gratitude, I offered ap my
unfeigned thanks to the GREAT DisPoser OF
'ALL HUMAN EVENTS, for the protection which
* thus, in his unbounded wifdom and goodnefs he
had been pleafed, on all occafions, to. vouchfafe
unto us, and which had now happily reftored us
to our country, our families, and our friends.

END OF THE JOURNAL.
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- NOTES
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MISCELLANEOUS. OBSERVATIONS. . =

- QVINCE my return to England I have had fes °
S veral converfations with. Captain Colnctt, :
zelative to the capture of his veffel at Nootka,and =~
the treatment that himfelf, ofﬁcers, and crew, o

~ received from the Spaniards dunng the time they

. remained -at -that place, and afterwards whilft

they were prifoners at St. Blas; from the whole

of which it will appear, that he had been ex- 1’
tremely ill ufed, and that no dependenceis to be i
placed on the accounts given to.Sen* Quadra, or o

myfelf, by the American commanders, who, are -

ftated to have been eye-witnefles of moft of, thc
tranfactions. ~The docnménts- and papers. ‘which
. Captain Colnett. has fince produced to ‘me, fully
prove that the Americans wilfully mxﬁ'cprefcntcd
the whole aﬂ"axr, td the prejudice of his charaéter,
and. the intereft of his Britannic Majefty’s. fué—
jedls, engaged in commcréia.l pu:fui,ts_,on the coaft
of North Weft America. . DL
- Having been partxcularly carcful to ﬁ:ate all
thc 1mportant circumftances that .came . to. my
e Cc2 ' knowlcdge
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knowledge during my negocxatlon with Sent.
'Quadra, whether they were. fuch as tended to.
“eftablifh the claims, or militate againft the pre- -
tenﬁons, of the Britith_crown to the territories at
Nootka, I have thought it preper, in addition to-
what has been already related, to give the follow-
ing brief account of the capture of the Argonaut,
as reprcfentcd tome by Captain Colnett. _
. The fettlement which ‘Captain Colnett had in
‘tontermplation to make at Nootka, had been con- -
certed - at Macao, in ‘November, }78@, at the
fime he entered into copartaerfhip with feveral
Englifh gentlemen tefident -at that place.
" On this occafion, Captain Colrett made #t his
_ 'parttcular bufinefs to become informed with re-
fpe@ to the property which thofe gentlemen held
in the two veflels, the North Weft America and
‘Ephigema, then on the coaft of Nootka; for as
~ ‘to the land; he entértamed no doubt of its be-
‘Iongmg to Great Britain, as the ﬁ:b_]eé'fs of that
fate were the firft European people-who had dif- -
eovered the country; and he was further well
’fat,lsﬁcd “that mo other power whatever had a
right to difpoffefs the gentlemen with whom he
"had engaged, of their property at Nootks, becaufe
~ he and ‘they confidered it to be exclufively their
own. The intention of forming a fettlement
" was known to- Mr. Hudfon before his departure
in the Prmccﬁ B.oyal from Mam, and on his
' arrival .

e
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amva.l before Captam Colnett at Nootka, fuch
intention was moft probab’y communicated to
the Spamards and the native Indians, who ap-
peared to have been long in expefation of the
Argonaut s arnval, and had referved the szrcatcﬁ
part of their furs for the purpofc of exchanging
them with Captain Colnett, for the articles with
whxcb they. had learned, his veffel would bc
freighted. A
Under the ideas which Captam Colnett. cnter-
tained, that this part of the coaft of North \Veﬁ
America. belonged “fo Great Britain, he had no
fear of entering any of its ports, becaufe he was-
duly authonzed by. “the South Sea company to
trade in thofc {eas;anc and‘had‘leaveﬂt@abfcnp .
felf from his Majeﬁy s fervice, bemg at that time
" alicutenant in the royal navy. As a defence
_ adamﬁ: ho{hlc Indians, the Argonaut had twclvc
carriage guns, befide fwivels and {mall arms, but
not apprehcndmg any thing unfrtcndly from thc
inhabitants of Nootka, nor hava‘ bccorne ac-
A' "ouamtcd hetore he left Chma, that any dx&'erencc
' exxf’ced between the courts of London and’ Ma-
drid, when he arrived off Nootka, an the 3d of
July, 1790, the guns of the Arvonaut wcre d1f—-
mounteff and were all in the ho‘d of the veiTel
: About nine o'clock that evening, whcn a,t ‘the
diftance of about three- kagucs from the entrance
into the port, a boat was obferved coming to-
' a ~ Cc3 o wards
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Wards the Argonaut but, as the weathqr was
xery hazy, it ‘could not be difcovered " to what na-
tion it belongcd ‘On belng hailed, the’ Perfons
m lwr Iald upon thelr oars, and requeﬂed n Spa-
nun, permxﬁion to come .on beard with’ thch'
Captam Colnett mi’cantly comphed Soon after

»'anothcr Spamfh boat and one belongmg ‘to an

‘American veflel, came anngﬁde his veflel, and
Captam Colnett now. unuerﬁood that there Werc
two Spam‘h men of 1 War, and an Amencan ﬂnp
and ﬂoop, at anchor 1n Frxendly cove Of re-
ce1v1ng th is mformatxon, Captaxn Colnett heﬁ-

‘ rtated for f'ome tlmc, vvhether he fhould or not
_ ~<ro into FncndIy cove; as he had fome’ doubts as
“to the proprxety of putting. hlmfelf under the

command of Spamfh ﬂnps of war. This objec-

“tion. bemg made known to Don. Martmez, who

had amved 1n tbe firft boat he requeﬁ:ed through
an 1nte1:9reter, that Captaln Colnett Would never-
thelef's, aﬂbrd hlrn fome aﬁn’cance, as the veflels
under hxs command wcrc in great diftrefs for the_
want. of prov1f ions and other neceflaries; and as
he had Pald fome attention to M. Hudfon, the
commander “of the Prmcefs Royal one of the four
veflels under Captain’ Colnett’s direGions (as
Would be feen by a lefter which he produced to
Captam Colnett from’ Mr Hudfon) Martinez
hoPed Capta.m Colnett ‘would not be wantmg
1n a return of vaxht) > and 1ntreated hxm, in the
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moft earneft manner, to enter Friendly cove;
pledging his word of honor, not only as com=
mander in chief of all the thips belonging to his
" Catholic Majefty, .on the northern coafts of the
Pacific Ocean, but alfo as ncphcw to the. wccroy, ‘
and in his capacity at Nootka, 'as the reprefen-
tative of the king of Spain; that Captdin Colnett
thould be at liberty to depart whenever k% might
think proper; Don Martinez ftating, at the fame
time; that he was then at Nootka for the fole
purpofe of watching the operations and proceed-
ings of the Ruffians. Thefe affurances induced
Captaig Colnett to confider Don Martinez as an
officer -6f high rank and chara&er; and as-he
did not entértain the moft diftant idea that any
falfchood was attempted to be impofed upon him,
or that he was in the leaft danger of being trcated.
by Martinez with.duplicity, he futfered the Spa-
‘nifh launches to tow: the Argonaut into port,
where fhe did not arrive until rmdmornt
. The next morning Don Martinez invited Cap-
tain Calnett to breakfaft' on board the Princiffa,

- and afterwards accompanied him on his return to

the “Argonaut, where Cadptain Colnett oraergd
fuch provifions and ftores as he could fpare to be
“got to hand, gave a lift of them to Don Martinez,
~ and, at the fame time, requefted his acceptance
" of them, with which civility he dppeared to be
hxghly pleafed and thoroughly fatisfied.” Don
Cc4 - Martinez
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Martinez had not been long on board the Argo-
naut before he felected Captain: Colnett’s boat-

" fwain from the reft of the crew, who being a na-
. tive of Gibraltar, fpoke the Spanith language very

ﬂuently After fome converfation with this
man, Don Martinez demanded him of Captain
Colnett, as a fubject of his Catholic Majefty, and

. as the boatfwain was very defirous of leaving the
Argonaut, Captain Colnctt remitted the balance-

then due from him on account of his wages, and
dxfcharged him from ‘his fervice. This circum-

ftance was by np/mcans a pleafant one to Captain
Colnett; but, as Don Mattinez feemed to be ex-
“tremely anxious to obtain the releafe of this man,

Captain Colnett did not thirik it would have been
prudent to have refifted his application. His
doubts, however, of the profefled fincerity of
Don Martinez, became increafed, by his foon
difcovering that the Indians declined all fort of
trade with the Argonaut. = This induced him to
determine upon leaving Friendly cove with all
poffible difpatch, and he acquainted Don Marti-

- nez that he purpofed to depart in the courfe of

the day. Upon this the Spanith officer offered
his launch to affift the Argonaut out of the cove;
and it was at. this time agreed, that the articles
with which Captain Colnett could fupply Don

Martinez, thould be fent to him by the return of
the Spanith launch The promlfcd affiftance of

this .
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this boat not arriving fo foon as Captain Colnett
had expe&ted, he fent one of his mates to Don

Martinez, for the purpofe of reminding him of

his engagement, and to procure the launch; but,

to his great furprize, inftead of the officer re- .
turning with the Spanifh boat, Captain Colnett
received a meflage from Don Martinez, defiring

that he would inftantly repair on board the Prin-
ciffa, and produce his fhip’s papers for his exami-
nation. With this reque& Captain Colnett im-
mediately complied, and Don Martinez had
fcarcely looked at them, before he pofitively af-
ferted that they were all forgeries, although he did
not ‘underftand a fingle word of the language in
‘which they were written. With this declaration
he threw-them on the table, and infifted that the

Argonaut thould not fail from Nootka until he

-fhould think - proper to grant permiffion for her.

departure. On Captain Colnett complaining of
this breach of 'profxxifc and good faith, Martinez
quitted the cabin in an apparent rage, and in-
ftantly difpatched an armed party from the deck,
~who, after knocking Captain Colnett down, ar-
“refted him, and ‘detained him as a prifoner on
board the Princiffa.” Don Martinez then fent his
launch on board the Argonaut; ftruck the Bri-
tith, and hoifted Spanifh, colours; ordered the

Columbia, an American thip, to fire into the
Argonayt if fhc attcmptcd to unmoor; made the

- officers

'H,K.;
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officers prifoners, and put the crew into irons.
After this the veffel was unloaded, and every in-
dividual was robbed of fuch parts of his private
property as was-chofen by the Spaniards. In
this fituation the Argonaut, officers, and. crew,
remained for ten days,}{when the Princefs Royal
appeared in the offing; and on Mr. Hudfon, her
.commander, being perceived by Martinez to be
coming near the fhore 1n his boat, he fent out his
launch armed, feized the boat, and brought Mr.
Hudfon . on board the Princiffa, where a letter

-was prepared for h1m to fign, ordering the offi-

cer, whom he had léft in- ‘charge of his veﬂ'el to
deliver her up mthout any refiftance. At the
yard-arm was rove 2 rope, with which Mr. Hud-
fon was. threatened to be h:mgcd if e declined
figning the letter, or if the floop under his com-
mand fhould fire at the launch then ready to
carry the propofed letter, and which, under thefe
cn‘cumﬁances, he was compelled to{ign on board
the Princiffa.

From the 5th to the 14th of July, 1700, ar-

_rangements were making on board the Argonaut

for the confinement of the officers and' crew
during their paffage”from Nootka to St. Blas,
whither Captain Colnett was given to underﬁand -
they would be fent-as prifoners. S
The treatment which Captain Colnett received

whilft on board the Puncxﬁ'd had necarly proved

fatal
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fatal to him; he was feized with a violent fever,
attended with a delirium; which' did not abate
until he was removed on'board his own veffel; here
he was made a clofe prifon’er, and confined to the
mate’s cabin, a place not fix feet {quare. - Such
parts of the Argonaut’s cargo as Martinez thought
p'ropc;r to reje&, were returned- into the veffel
again, and all the officers, and fixteen of the
crew, Who were Britith fubje&s, were, on the
1 1th of July, fcnt in the Argonaut under-con-

finement from Nootka to St. Blas. -
" Notwithftanding the great diftinétion with
which it had been reprefcntcd to Sen' Quadra,
and urged by him to me, Captain Colnett had
been rccechgl on his arrival at this port, and
‘which he does not deny, in point of treatment,
was inﬁn_:lt_ely better than he ‘had experienced
during the time he was under the power and
dire&ions of Martinez; yet the remainder of his
cargo, ftores and provifions, was taken from out
of his veflel at St.'Blas, and a part only of the
'fo'rm‘ef"w‘aé afterwards reftored, whilft the wages
of the Spanifh' navy that were paid to him, for
}umfelt ‘officers, and crew, were nearls y counter-
ba1anced by the heavy expences brought againft
his ﬂ’llp s company during the time of their cap-
tivity, for their maintenance, mcdlcal and other
afliftance.
The hardfhips which were cndurcd accordmg
to
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to Captain Colnett’s re.prefcntzitibn, by - himfelf,
bis officers, and the fixteen Britith feamen, durihg
a paflage of thirty-two days to St. Blas; are not
to be defcribed; but as.a detail of thefe circum-
ftances would lead me into extraneous matter,
unconneted with the obje& (the ceffion of the
territories at Nootka) which made a ftatement’
of Captain Colnett’s tranfations in Friendly

- cove neceffary in the former part of my journal,

1 fhall forbear to mention any thing on that head,

and only infert a paffage, tranflated from the
- Spanith pafiport, granted by the viceroy of Mexico h

to Captain Colnett, at the time of the refteration
of his veffel, and his liberation from the Spanith
territories in America; by which it will .appear,
that although Don Eftevan Martinez had no efpe-
cial dire&tions to capture either the Argonaut,
Princefs Royal, or any other Britith fhip,' yet all
veffels not belonging to his Catholic Majefty,
might have been retained at Nootka as good and
lawful prizes: this will ncceﬁ'anly leave the reader
in fome doubt as to the means that were pur-
{ued by the American traders then at Nootka, to

preferve the privileges which they feem to have

enjoyed; and I fhall conclude this relation of the
bufinefs from the teftimony of Captam Colnett

by briefly ftating ‘how: he conducted himfelf, on
receiving a fubfequent paflport from the viceroy:

of Mexzxico.

«“ The
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« The condud of this cfficer” (Don Eftevan
Jofe M.‘-.rtinc‘z) « was founded on laws and royal
orders, which not only do abfolutely prohibit the
negoczatmn, eftablithment, and commerce, of
aliens on our coafts of the fouth feas of both
Americas; but ordain alfo, -that they the faid
aliens, fhall be looked upon and treated as de-
clared enemies, without its being underftood to

‘be abreach of the good faitk, or contrary to the

treaties of peace; for in that concluded in the
year 1760, and confirmed in the fecond article of
that in 1763, the arrival of all aﬁcn veflels, or
their introduction, paflage, or commerce on the
faid coafts, are completely prohlbued

« Under thefe circumftances, agreed to by thc
treating parties, and pofitive declarations of the
court of Spain, the veffels Argonaut and Princefs
Royal might have been retained as good and law-

ful prizes; but, being defirous to preferve that -

harmony which at prefents exifts between our

‘court and that of London, and conﬁdermg alfo

that the fovereigns of both kingdoms will, upon

reafonable-and juft terms, amicably agree to the-,
reftoration of the faid veflcls, I grant a free and

fafe pafport to their Captains James Colnett and

“Thomus Hudfon, that they -may proceed to Ma-

cao, or fail to any other place they may chooft,
with the éxPrcfs prohibition that they fhall not
put into any port-or bay of - our coafts without

{ome
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fome very prefling neceﬂity, .or c{’cabhfh thems

felves there, or trade in’ them -with the Indians,
becaufe they may do this i in other places or iflands
not the dominions of his Catholic Majefty.” .

" After Captain’ Colnett had received this pafi-

_ port, he petitioned the viceroy that he might be

permitted to difpofe of the remaining part of his
cargo on the coaft of North Weft America, but
this was pofitively refufed by the viceroy, who
ftated that he was bound to give that preference -
to. the fubjets of his Catholic Majefty.- Not-

.. withftanding that he did not grant Captain Col- - .

nett this -'indulgence, ‘he tranfmitted to him -
another, pafiport,.in which Captairi.Colnett was
direCted to proceed to Nootka, with orders to the
commanding. officer there, to deliver up the
Princeﬁ,_é-Royél,’-which veflel had been dire@ed to
repair to that port, after having been fome months
employed in the Spanifh fervice. -On Captain

 Colrett’s return’ to Nootka he did not find the
~ Princefs Royal there, nor could he learn any
- tidings of her deftination, and therefore he:made

the beft of his way from Nootka to Ma¢ao, agrec-

“ably.to the m_]unéhons contamed n thc Jfecond
pafiport from the viceroy of Mexico: -

In. the year 1702, the fur trade, het%reen the
north-weft coaﬂ: of America and. China, gave -
employment to upwards of twcnty fail - of fhips

~and veflels, whofe nax_ngs, ‘and the countries to

which -
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which they belong, I have thought proper to n-
fert, for the ptl;fpofc’ of thewmng that my opmlons,

J‘.efpeé’tmgﬁ:ghewalue.of this trade, were not only
founded upon .obfepvation, but confirmed by the
p‘ira&ice-— of..feveral European ftates, and adven-
turers from the’: Aﬁatlc, Chinefe, and Amcncan ‘

ihorcs.

‘ Ships nn&_ veflels. Commanders.
Ship Butterwoith,. = =. ~ Brown,
Sloop Le Boo, - - Sharp,
Cutter Jackal s - - Steward,

Brig Three Btothers, . e Alder,
Schooner Prmce Wﬂham Henry, Ewen,

Ship Jenny, _: 3 I _ Baker,
Brig Halcyon, 74 - - Barclay,
Brig Venus, © - - Shepherd,
T Moor,

. Brig e e A Cottidge,
Brig C a - - Barnett, °
Ship Columbia; - - 'Grjay, E

) gl{llol?art) ci?‘:zr,lttel:;::e the Cel-nmbia) } Hafwen’
Ship Jefferfon, S - - Roberts,
Brig Hope, - . = . Ingraham,
Brig Hancock, - - . Crowell,
Brig W’aﬂzington, - Lendnck )
Ship Margaret, = = = Mame,
Ship Ephigenia, - . T Viana; -

rig F ems and St. Jofeph Andrede,

thp - - - ) Unknown,

- Briftol.

+o what country belongings ..

. London.

 ditto.
- ditto.” .
. ditto.
- ditto.

oo,

Bengal, \
ditto. -
Canton. -
ditto.
ditto. °

~ Bofton, America,

- ditto. -
ditto.
- ditto,
ditto. .
" ditto:-
N"eﬁr York.

. Portugil.

ditto.
France. .

Beﬁde thefc, the ;veﬁels already mentxoned 1n

f—my journal, belonging—to~his Catholic Majeﬁy,

frcquently reforted/ to the port of Nootka‘ .
When fuch a fpmt for enterprize as this, 1s

thus
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" thus manifefted by the people of {o many diffe-
= ’ rent nations, and direed from all quarters of the
3 P globe to thefe thores, there can remain no more
H doubt, with refpec to the .commercial advan-
tages which are likely to .be attendant on fuch
¥ _ > {peculations, than that many. unjuft proceedings
- will take place amongft the feveral perfons con-
‘ cerned, who, in the avidity for promoting their
i . refpeitive interefts, become competitors for the
% commodity of which each isin purfuit, and de-
ftroy the general benefits which, under wife and
good rcgulatnons would refult to all. A retro-
~ fpe&tive view of thefe cxrcumi’cances, and the be- -
haviour of Sen® Quadra,in the ncgocxatlon whxch ’ .
with him- I had the honour to condud, -refpect-
ing the ceffion of the territories at Nootka to the
- * crown of Great Britain; will ferve to thew in
what an important light the court of Spain be.
holds hcr interefts in this valuable country, and
- whatalfo are the commercial advantages that
) moﬂ: probably would accrue to the adventurers
‘ »;" _on the coaft, were their dealings properly re-
" ¥ firained, and their general condu& w1fc1y regu-
hg ]ated
Although we d1d not meet with any Ruffian -
vefels at Nootka, yet I am clcatly of opinien
the people of that nation are more likely than
: thofe: of any other to fucceed in procuring furs,
E and the other valuable commodities, from thefe
L ~ fhores

L
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" Thores, with which a moft beneficial trade might
be eftablifhed ‘between::North-Weft. America;
Japan; and the northetri-parts. of China. -Of this
I was well -perfuaded, from. the accounts I re-
eeived from Symloff, “ahd: from -my own- obfer-
vations on the general condu@ of . the Ruffians
towards:thie Indians,-in the-feveral. places where
we found:them under their controul'and: ditec<
tion. -Had, the natives about the Ruflian eftab-
lithments: in-€ook’s inlet, and Prince William’ s

found been opprefled, dealt hardly. by, or; treated

by thé Ruffians as a ‘conquered -people, fome
uneafinefs, amongﬁ them would. have been per-
ceived; fome defire for emancipation would have
been difcovered ; but:-no fuch difpofition -ap-
peared, they feemed;to be held in no reftraint,
nor did they feem to wifh, en any accafion what-
ever, to elude the-'vigilance. of -their dire@®ors.
For fome of our c,o‘mm,od'tties_thvat were valuable
to them, they would offer their furs-in ex-
change ; ‘but in no inftance did they propefe any
thmO' of the kind for fale to the difadvantage of
thelr employers. The Ruffians, moft: hkely, un=
~ able to reduce the inhabitants of the infular coun-
try to the fouth-eaftward from Crofs {ournd,-have

preferred to fit down amongft thofe to:the weft- -

ward ; where, from the compaétnefs of ehe cgaft,

and the ‘lofty-‘imp.aﬂ'able mountains. which ap-:
- Vor.VL. 7 Dd proach
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proach the’ fea fhore, the natives are reftrained-

from indulging in. the wandering lif¢ to which "

their more eaftern neighbours ‘are accuftomed,

and who being a much more warlike race, may

1 poffibly-have been' found by the Ruﬁ'xans to be

* Icfs tradtable. = =

+ Notwithftanding that cur furvcy of the coaft

oE NorthWeft America ‘has afforded to our -
minds the moft fatisfadtory proof that no navis=s
gable. communication whatever exifts between |
‘the North Pacific “and - North. Atlantic Oceans,
from the 3oth to the 56th degree of north lati-
tude, nor between the water of the Pacific, nor
any of the lakes or rivers in the interior part of
_continent of North America; yet, as it is very
difficult to undeceive, and‘more fo to convince
the human mind, when prepoflefled -of long
adopted notions, however erroneoutly they may
have been founded, and efpecially. when circum-
fiances may be reforted to which have. the ap-
pearance of being capable of. furnithifig new mat-
ter for ingenious fpeculative opinions, it may not
be -improper to flate, that although, from un-
aveidable circumftances, Mr- Broughton* was

- compelled, in his examination of Columbia river,
to defift -from attempting to afcertain the navi-
gabh':r cxfent of the feveral finall branches whlch

- * Now a poft captain in the royal navy«
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fall into that nver, yet that gentlcman was tho-
roughly convirced from thé view he had ob-
tained of each, and thé cifcumftanices attendant
on thém all; that no one of thofe -branches ad-
mitted of any nawgablc communicationt what-
ever with the interiot country:

With refpe& to the ancient difcoveries of Dc
Fuca; they appear to be uphcld by tradition
alone, and ought therefore to be received with
great latitude; 4nd to bé credited with ftill more
caution. A celebratéd writer on geography* ap-
pears to have been perfeétly convinced that this
oral teftimony was corré®; although he candidly
acknowledges that ¢ we haye no other than ver-
bal report of De Fuca’s difcovery ; hé commu-
nicated the information to Mr. Lock at Venice;
and offered to perform a voyage,” I prefume, for
the further exploring of thofe tegions, * on con-
dition of having payment of the great lofles he
had fuftained; to the value of fixty thoufand du-

cats, when captured by Sir Thomas Cavendith in

the South Seas. John de Fuca; the Greek pilot;

in 1592, failed into a broad inlet, between the
47th and 48th dcgr'ees,_which led him into a far
broader fea; wherein he failed above twenty days;

there being at the entrance on the north-weft

* See Dalrymple’s plan for promoting the fur trade. 1789:
Dde2 . - coaft,
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eoaft, a great head-land or ifland, with an ex<
eceding ‘high pmnadc or fpxred rock, like a pil=

- lar, thcreupon.

- This is.the whele- that ‘can Be collc&cd frorn
the information:of this fuppofed navigator; which.
Mr. Dalrymple fays eaétly correfponds with the
difcaveries of the Spaniards, who ¢ have recently
found an entrance inm-the latitude of 47°45”
north "Whic}rinfti}veﬁtyifcvcn'déis’ courfe‘brdught
them to.the vicimity of Hudfon’s bay.” ' On mak-
g inquiries of the- Spanifl: officers attached to
the commiffion of Sent Melafpina; as alfc_: of Sent

- Quadra, and: feveral of the -officers under his or-

ders, who, “for:fome-:time paft, had been em-
ployed-in fuch refeacches refpc&mg fo important
a-circumftance,.] “was given to underftand by
them-all, that my communication-was the firft
vtellxgencc they hadrever feceived of fuch dif-
coveries having been made ;" and as to the navi-
gators De Fuca, De Fonte, and othe'rs,‘thcféfgen-
tlemen expeded to have derived intelligence of
them from.us, fuppofing, from.the Englith -pub-
lications, that we were better acquamted with
their achlcvcrnents than-any-part of the Spanifh
nation. A commander. of -one of the ‘tradmg_
veflels met with ‘fuch a-pinnacle rock in. the la-
latitude of 47" 47/, but unlucktly there was no

-openmv near ‘it to dentxfy it ‘being the fame

- - : which
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which the Greek- pilot had ‘feen; but this cir-
cumftaiice can eafily be’ difpenfed with, for the
fake of fupperting an hypothefis, only by fuppof-
ing’ the opening-to be further to the northward:
That fuch a rock'might have been feen in that
latitude is mot to be que{honcd -becaufe we faw:
numbers of them, and it is well known, that not'
only on the coaft of North-Weft America, but
on various other coafts of the-earth, fuch pmnaclc
rocksare found to exift. - 7.0 Tcer ol

*.On thefe grounds, and .on thefc alone; ﬁands‘
the ancient authority for the difcoveries:of John!
De Fuca; and however erroneous they mray be,

feem to have been acknowledged by moft of the
recent vifitors to this.coaft, who as well as myfelf,
(as is too frequently and injudicioufly the cafe)
have been led-to follow the ftream of the cur-
rent report. By my having continued the name
of De Fuca in my journal and charts, a tacit ac-

knowledgment of his difcoveries may pofiibly, -

on my part, be inferred ; this however, I muft
pofitively deny, becaufe there has not been feen
onc lcading feature to fubftantiate his tradition :

on the contrary, the fea coaft under the parallels
between which this opening is faid to have ex-

ifted, is compa #nd impenetrable: the fhores |

of the continent have not any opean‘ wha.tcver,
that bears the leaft fimilitude to the defcription

-~
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of De Fuca s entrance ; and the opening which

I bave called the fuppofed firaits of Juan de Fuca,

, inftead of being between the.47th and 48th de-

fL _ grees, is between the 48th and 49th degrees of
north latitude, and leads not into a far broader
fea or mediterranean ocean. The error, how-
ever, of a degree in latitude may, by the advo-
cates for De Fuca’ s merits; be eafily reconciled,
by the ignorance in thofe days, or the mcorrc&-
nefs in making fuch common aii::ogomlcal obs
fervations; yet we do not find. that Sir Francis
Drake, who- failed before De F uca, was liable to
Tuch miftakes.

The difcoveries of the Portugucfc or Spanifh
adtmral De Fonte, De Fonta, or De Fuentes, ap-
pear to be equally liable " to objections, as thofe
faid to have been made by De Fuca. Little re-
liance, I truft, will hereafter be placed on that
publica{ion of De Fonta’s account,* wherein it is

ftated that “ He failed 260 leagues in crooked
: channels, amongﬂ: lﬁands, named the Archipe-
lago of St. Lazarus, and -on the 14th of June
11640, he came to a river which he named Rio
de los Reyes, in 53°of north latltudc ; he went

il -up it to the north-eaftward .60 leagues ; it was
} _frcfh 20 leagues from the raouth, the txdc rifing.
-

* See Dalrymple s plan for promotmg the fur tra.dc. 1789,
.__:,\\ , _ _ 24 feet,
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" 24 feet, the depth not lefs than four or five fa»

thoms at low water all the way into lake Belle,
which he entered the 22d of June; in this lake
there was generally fix or feven fathoms; and at
a particular time of tide there is a fall in ‘the lake;
that from a good port fheltered by an ifland on
the fouth fide of lake Belle, De Fonta on the 11t

of July failed in his boats to-a river which he
~ - named Parmentiers ; that he paffed eight falls, in

all thirty-two feet pcrpcndlcular, from its fource

in lake Belle, into a large lake which he reached

the 6th of July. - This laké he named De Fonte;
it is160 leagues long, and 60 broad, lying E. N.E.
and W.S. W. in length, having in fome places
60 fathoms depth, abounding with cod and ling.”

. It is here neceflary to interrupt the thread of

De Fonta’s curious narrative for a moment, in
order, if pofiible, to reconcile the nature of his
voyage with his ftatement of fa&s. After his ar-

rival in Rio de los Reyes, he failed in his fhip 60

leagues to lake Belle; 40 leagues of this diftance

- were frefh water; and then in his boats, through

that lake and the river Parmentiers ; where, after

paffing eight falls he arrived in lake de Fonte,
which he finds abounding with cod and ling ; but

the extent of lake Belle is not mentianed, nor

‘whether the water in lake de Fonte was freth or

iqlt‘, though from common rcafomng, it is natu-
Dd4- ‘ ral
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- ral to conclude, that fince the water in Rio de

los Beyes was frefh at the diftance of 40-leagues
from the lake whence the rivet derives its origin,
that the water in lake De Fonte, where cod and
ling are faid to abound, muft be frefh alfo: But to
return to the narrative.” Lake de Fonte contained
¢ feveral very large iflands, and ten fmall ones:
from the E. N: E. extremity of -this lake, which
he left the 14th of July, he paflfed in. ten hours
with a freth wind and whole ebb a lake, which he
named Strait Ronquillo, 34 leagues long, and

- two or three broad; with 20, to 26 and ‘28 fa-
- thoms dcpth On the 17th he came to an In-

dian town, where he learnt there was a fhip in

the neighbourhood ; to this fhip he failed, and
‘found on board only one man advanced in years

and a youth ; the man was the greateft:in the
mechanical part of mathematicks he had' ever
feen: he learnt they were from Bofton in New
England, the owner named. Gibbons, who was
major general of Maltachufett’s, and the whole
fhip’s company came on the 30th of July. On
the 6th of Anguft De Fonta made the owner
fome valuable prefents, and took fome provifions

from them, and gave Captain Shapely, the com=

mander of the veflel, one thoufand pieces of eight

~ for his fine charts and journals. On the 11th of

Auguﬁ De Fonta arrived at the firft fall in the
- niver
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river Parmentiers, and on the 16th on board his
thip in lake Belle. ‘

The extenfive archxpe]ago, n wh1ch De Fonta
had failed through crooked- ¢hannels 260 leagues;
the river navigable for thipping that flowed into
it, up which he had failed in his thip 60 leagues;

" the water becoming frefh after he had entered
and paffed in it 20 leagues; its communicating by
other lakes and rivers with a paffage, in whicha
thip had arrived from Bofton in New England;

are all fo circumftantially particularized, as to

give the account, at firft fight, an air of proba-
bility, and on examination, had it been: found

reafonably connefed together, which is by no-

means the cafe; a trifling difference in point of
defcription or ﬁtuat;on Would have been par-
doned.

The Rio de los Reyes. Mr. Dalrymple ftates
" (according to the Spanith geographers, under the

authority of which nation De Fonta is faid. to
‘have failed) to be in the 43d; according to the’

Englith in the 53d; and according to the French,
in the 63d degree of north latitude, on the weft-
_ern coaft of North America. If it be neceflary

to make allowance for the ignorance of De Fonta,

or the errors in his obfervations, any other pa-

rallel along the coaft may-be aﬁigncd with equal '

gorrc&n”fs
Undcr
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Under the 43d parallel of north latitude on
this coaft, no fuch archipelago nor river does
exift; but between the 47th and 57th degrees of
north latitude, there is an archipelago compofed

- of innumerable iflands, and crooked channels;
yet the evidence of a navigable river flowing into
it, is ftill wanting to prove its identity ; and as

: the fcrupulous exadnefs with which our furvey

( ‘of the continental fhore has been made within

“thefe limits, precludes the poffibility of fuch a
river having been pafled unnoticed by us, as that

- defcribed to be of Rio de los Reyes, I remain in
full confidence, that fome credit will hereafter be _
given to the teftimony refulting from our re-
fearches, and that the plain truth undifguifed,
with which our labours have been reprefented,
will be juftlyappreciated, in refutatxon of ancient
unfupported traditions, :

I do not, however, mean poﬁnvely to deny the

difcoveries of De Fonta, I only with to invefti-
gate the fa&, and to afcertain the truth; and I
am content with having ufed my endeavours to
prove their improbability as publithed to the
world. The broken region which fo long occu-
pied our attention, cannot poffibly be the archi~
pelago of §t.*Lazarus, fince the principal feature

* by which the identity of that. archipclago could

[ be proved is that.of a navigable river for thipping

£ ' S 4 : ﬂowmg :
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ﬂowing info it, and this certainly does not exift
in that archlpelago which has taken us fo" much
time to explore; hence the fituation cannot be
the fame, and for that reafon I have not affixed ) L
* the name of De Fonta, De Fonte, or Fuentes to
any part of thofe regions. It is however to be
remembered, that our geography of the whole
coaft of North Weft America is not yet complcte,
and that the French navigators, who have ftated
the archipelago of St. Lazarus to bein the 63d.v “
degree of north lat1tude, may not yet bz in an '
grror. :

The ftupendous barrier mountains certainly
do not feem to extend in fo lofty and conne&ed
a range to the northward of the head of Cook’s
inlet, as to the fouth-eaftward of that ftation; _ S
and it is poffible that in this part, the chain of
- mountains may admit of a communication with '
‘__the eaftern country, which feems to be almoft
impra&icable further to the fouthward. In this
}conje&urc we are fomewhat warranted by the
fimilarity obferved in the race of people inhabit- L (’

£

ing the fhores of Hudfon’s bay and thofe to the
‘northward of North Weft America. - -
1In all the parts of the continent on which we
_landed, we nowhere found any roads or paths
through the woods, indicating the Indians on the
coaft hay’mg any intercourfe with the natives of
' the -
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- ~the interior part of the counti};, nor were there
, . any articles of the. Canadian: or Hudfon’s bay
traders found ‘amongft the. pcople" with whom

we met on any part of the. contihent or external
i " feathores of this exténfive country.
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