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No. 62.] - BILL. | ‘[‘1856.

An Act to authorize the incorporation of The Inter-
national Telegraph Company, and for other purposes.

HEREAS Adam Wilson aud the late John Thomas Amold, mort-
gagees in trust of the Telegraph Line and property hereinafter
mentioned, did, on the eighteenth day of August one thousand eighthun-
dred and fifty-five, in pursuance of the power of sale contained in an in-
5 denture of mortgage, bearing date the tenth day of November one thou-
sand eight hundred and fifiy-four, and made between the Canada Grand

Trunk Telegraph Company, of the firsk part, and the said Adam Wilson'

and John Thomas Arnold of the second part, to secure the payment of
cerlain debentures issued under 'the authority of a by-law of the said
10 Company, duly passed by the stockholders thereof, sell and convey to
William Weller all the stock, plant and materials of ‘every kind whatso-
ever of the Telegraph Line known as * tlie‘Canada Grand Trunk Tele-
graph Line,” commencing at Buffalo, in the State of 'New York, one of
the United States of America, and extending to the City of Quebec in
15 Lower Canada, and situate or being in any of the counties or districts of

Preamble.

Upper or Lower Canada, including all the Branch Lines of the same, with

all the instrurhents, batteries’ and materials -then .used in working the
same or that might thereafter, during the continuance of the said inden-
ture, be used in working the same,’ with all the office ‘furniture and
90 chattel property of every description whatsoever belonging or appertain-
ing to the said Company or that might thereafter, during the continuance
of the said indenture, be purchased for the use of the'said Company, con-
fained or being in any of the offices of the said Company in any and
every county of Upper or Lower Canada whereat the said Company
95 might have an office or stdtion, or through which the said line or any
branch thereof might have been or should be constructed; And whereas
the Eleciric Telegraph Companies Incorporation Act of 1852 does not,

in express terms confer upon companies incorporated -under its pro-

visions or upon individuals, the power of purchasing and maintaining
30 telegraph lines already constructed, and does not expressly confer upon
private individuals owning telegraph lines the powers and privileges
requisite for effectively working’ the same ; And whereas the said Wil-
liam Weller and the said Adam Wilson, the surviving mortgagee
above named, and the said Canada Grand Trunk Telegraph' Company
85 have, by their petition, setting forth the facts*above stated, prayed that a
Company may be authorized to be incorporated under-the ‘name of The

International Telegraph Company, with all the powers and privileges,

usually conferred’ upon similar-corporate bodies, and with the further
ower of purchasing from the said William Weller and holding the said
40 Telegraph Line and property above mentioned, and that, until. such
Company shall become incorporated and such purchase made, the said
Telegraph Line and properly may be vested in the said William Weller
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with all such powers and privileges as may be requisite for effectively .
working the same; "And whereas the said William Weller has, in the
said petition set forth, that since the purchase made by him as afore-
said, he has expended large sums of money in putting the said line in
repair and in working order, and it is expedient to grant the prayerof §
the said petition ; Therefore Jler Majesty, &c., enacts as follows::
ot
Tucorporation 1. Any three or more persons desirous of becoming incorporated as
of the purcha- the International Telegraph Company, upon signing in the presence ofa -
sersof thesnid b4, Notury of U Lower Canada, a declaration in writing, set-
line of Tele- ary of Upper or Lowe ada, ration 1ng,-set
graph. ting forth the amount of stock fixed upon as requisite for the undertak- 19
ing, the number qf shares into which the same is to be divided, and the
amount of each share, together with such articles of association (if any
as may have becn agreed upon, and upon filing in the office of. the Se--
cretary of the Province such declaration or a ‘copy thereof, certified by -
such Notary, shall be and are hereby declared to be a body corporate by 15
Corporate  the name of The International Telegraph Company, and shall possessall
el “z:i,gfs the powers and incidents of corporations aggregate, and 'may purchage, |
POWEIS: receive, hold and convey such real estate and such only as may beneces-
sary for the convenient transaction of the business, and for effeptq@uy,‘ ‘
carrying on the operations of the Company, and may make such, rules, %0 .
regulations and by-laws as may, be necessary for their.government, not
inconsisten with the said articles of association (if any,) or with the laws
of that part of the Province within which the same are to have effeql...

'

Forwhat the 1L The said articles of association may, and the by-laws,of .11i¢ said -

articles of ns- International Telegraph Company (hereinafter in this. Act called the 25 -

:ﬁﬁ",‘};,"l’:nf: o Company,) passed at any regular meeling, of the stockholders;thereof,

the Company may, subject to the provisions of the said articles of association, amongst

may provide. other things, provide for increasing or'diminishing the capital: stock of .
the Company, for changing its corporate name, for the transfer of stock,
for holding meetings, for auditing accounts, for the appointment of ‘di- 80
vectors and other officers, for establishing their powers.and prescribing
their duties, for increasing or diminishing their number, for borrowing |
money, for issuing debentures, for securing the payment of, money hor-
rowed or owing, or the performance of contracts, upon the property,of
the Company by mortgage or otherwise, for the, construction. of additionel 35
and braneh lines, for prescribing the .interval, that shall elapse. between
the times for payment of calls upon sabscribed stock, for limiting. the
amount of cuch call, and for purchasing from the said William Wc_ht;}',§ ‘
his exceutors, administrators and. assigns, the Telegraph, Line.and pro-
perly in the preamble of this Act mentioned, and all such other. propesty 40
of a'sinilar nature us he may since his said purchase from the said mort-
gagees, have acquired or constructed. ‘

' o Y :&ll:‘y"‘?r‘u‘g

Votesnt mee V- At all meétings of stockholders of the Company‘,“e‘aphdstog:&{-
tings. holder, subjeet to the provisions of the articles of agreement (if’any) .
and of the By-laws, shall, either in person or.by proxy, have,upon 45

every question biought up for consideration, one vote }qr, each share held
Depositof By- by him 3 and copies of all By-laws of \the stockholders of the.Company,.:

Iawsand proof certified under its certificate seal by the presiding stockholder, shall. be
thercof. fyled'in the office of the Secretary of the Province, and, copies’ofall
documents so fyled, certified by the said Secretary, shall be evidencegn 50
all Courts and places of tho.facts set forth in such documents..,
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[V. The Company, and any other Telegraph Company already or Companymsy .
herenfter to be incorporated under any general or special Act of the Froerts thvg‘u
Province, may, when so -incorporated, ‘and any individual may PUL- T Weller
chase from the said William Weller, his executors, administrators and aod maintain

5 assins, and may hold and convey all and singular the Telegraph Line thesame—
and property mentioned in the ‘preamble of this Act, and all such other %9 537 %
property of a similar nature, as he, the said William Weller, may have chés, &ei”
already constructed or acquired or'may hereafter construct or. acquire, or "'
any part thereof, and, upon such purchase, may - maintein:and:keep up
the same and take down renéw and re:erect the same, in the'same or any
other public roads, highways, and waters of the Province, and .make
the nceessary excavations therefor and cut down and remove all treés
that may obstruct or interfere with the erection or: efficient working of
the same, and may construct such Branches and other additional: lines as
15 may be thoaght advisable, along and upon and under any of the public
roads and highways, or across, through and' under any of the ‘waters of
the Province by'the erection of the necessary posts, piers and abutments
for sustaining the wires of such lines ; -provided the same shall'not be so
sonsiracted as to interfere with the public use of such roads.or highways
ogor impede the free access to any house or other building erected in the
vicinity of the same *or injuriously to. interrapt the navigation.of such
waters, and all such posts, piers; abutments. and all ‘wires -and other
apparatus therewith connected, shall be'and be deemed to be’to all in-
teits and purposes the personal property of the Companyor individual
95 owning, acquiring or constructing the same, althoughthe lands in which
the same are set up be not the -property of such Company or individual.

[N
o

.V, Until the purchase from the said William ‘Weller, his executors, The line and
administrators or assigns-of the said Telegraph Line and other:property P°W°§°v$°i“ﬁ
aforesaid by  the Company” - or‘by some other Telegraph Company. or L‘;:ﬁoifﬁ;"'
indwidual, the said Telegraph Line and all other, the property' mentioned bim. |,

50 in the preamble of this Act shall be and ‘are hereby:declared-to be andito -
have been from the said' eighteenth day of ‘August; one thougand “eight
hundred and fifty-five, and/all property of a similar nature, acquired:or
constructed since that date or that may hereafter be acquired. by thésaid
William Weller, shall be and is hereby declared to be and to have been

g5 from the time" of such acquirement or/constru‘ction, vested’ in the said ,
Willlam Weller, his executors, ‘administrators and. assigns to his.and ’
their own use and ' benefit for ever; and the 'said William Weller, his
excoutors, administrators' and’ assigns; shall have and are- hereby- de-
clated 1o have 'and have had from thel said' eighteenth. day of Awugust,

40 all the powers and privileges: conferred by this Act upon ¢ the Coni-
pany,” including the 'power: of constructing ‘Branches-and -additional
lines, of - maintaining the lines ‘alteady constructed;and ofi iselling the
same 1o any individual or Company. * N

"
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" VI If any person shall, by any means: ot in anymanner whatever, Penally for

45 obstruct or interrupt the fre€ use Qfﬂthei’l‘elggrdph ‘Lineralready dr here- gl?:t;“;‘t";gth
afler to be constructed, ok the othér works' incidental'or reldtive thereto qilegraph,

or conneeted therewith,-sach - person shall, for evely such.offende, incur
a fofeitare or penalty not less than- five pounds, nor-more than ten
pounds, éne half of which penalty and forfeiture, to be recovered be- ‘
50 fore one or. more Justice or Justices,of thePedce forithe Distriet, Cdunty, .
City or Town in which such offence shall happen or in which such' -
person shall be found,, shall go to the informer or progecutor, and the
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other half shall go to the Company or individual for the time being
owning such Telegraph Line. . .

VII. If any person shall wilfully and malicioqsly cut, break, throw
down, damage or destroy any of the posts, wires, insulators, piers, abat.
ments, batteries, instruments or other apparatus, already or hereafler to §
be erected or constructed, or shall wilfully and maliciously obstruct or
interrupt the free use of the same, or obstruct, hinder or prevent the
carrying on, completing, su porting, maintaining, repairing or working
the sume, such person shall be guilty of misdemeanor, and upon con-

viction shall'be punished by fine or imprisoument or both in the discre- 1
tion of the Court before whom such conviction shall be had. ‘

VIIL The operator or person in charge of any station or office upon
the "Telegraph Line erected or to be erected under the authority of this
Act, shall transmit all despatches in the order in which they shall be
received under a penalty of not less than five pounds, nor more than {3
twenty-five pounds, to be recovered with costs of suit by the person to
whose injury such despaich is wilfully postponed out of its order, ex-
cept that any despatch in relation to the administration of justice,the
arrest of criminals, the discovery or prevention of crime, and Govern-

ment despatches, shall always be transmitted in preference to any other 9) |

despatch, if required by persons connected with the administration of
justice or any person thereunto authorized by the Secretary; of the
Province. .-

IX. Any operator or person employed upon the Telegraph Line already
constructed or hereafter to be constructed under the authority of this 95
Act, divulging the contents of a private despatch, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be punished by a fine not exceed-
ing twenty.five pounds or by imprisonment not exceeding three months
or both, in the discretion of the Court before whom such conviction
shall be had. : : ‘ 20

X. Her Majesty may at any time for reasonable reward, to be ascer-
tained by arbitration, in case of dispute, assume possession of any, such
Telegraph Line and all things necessary to the sufficient working
thereof, for a time, and may for the same time require the exclusive

service of the operators and other persons employed in working such 8
Line, and the Company or individual owning such line shall give up
possession thereof, and the operators and other persons so em loyed,
shall, during the time of such possession, diligently and Iaithful[)y obey
such orders and transmit and receive such despatches as they may be ,
required to receive and iransmit by any. duly authorized officer ogthe 40
Provincial Government, under a penalty not exceeding. twenty-fie
pounds, for any refusal or wilful neglect to comply with the require-
ments of this section, to be recovered by the Crown for the public uses
of the Province, with costs, in any way in which debts of the like
nature are recovcrable by the Crown. B
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X1, This Act shall be deemed a public Act.



