
ïi

r

f
,

^urenfl Iniumity 
library

1
KINGSTON, ONTARIO

I



r
f REPORT

0Î THE

PROTESTANT
M I

POOR RELIEF COMMITTEE,

I FOB IBB

I
WINTER OF 1855-56.

MONTREAL :
PBX5XED BY JOCK LOVÏLL, AT HI8 sTEAM-PBurinro establishment.

ST, NICHOLAS STBBBT.

1856.

*
-/

*

\

i
4

<
ft

I
\ V

i

V
-

T .



( >
A

\*

"I-L
i

Fi0?.8_«
1

Hi
H.

■ In/*
T.
A.

»

4

v

•s

t

4



4

Nr • /

AGENERAL COMMITTEE.

J. C. Bccket,
A. N. Rennic, 
W. Lunn,
E Muir,
J. Grecnshields,

J. McDougall, 
T. S. Brown,
E. T. Taylor, 
G. Childs,
N. S. Whitney,

I lie Mayor,
H. II. Whitney, 
James Court,
T. M. Taylor,
V. Ferguson.

k

LADIES’ COMMITTEE.

Mrs. Crawford (Doc.or,) 
Evans, (General) 
Perkins,
S. Ogden,
H. Vennor,
S. Forster,
J. Johnstone, 
Durnford,
P. Re'1 path,
James Torrance,
John Lewis,
Lovell,
A. D. Parker,
E. Lane,
Lceming,
J. Popham,
A. Walker,
N. S. Froste,
Childs,
B. Hutchins,
J. W. Howes,
Sander in,
Venneck,
Fraser, (Reverend D.) 
McGill, (Doctor,)
T. M. Thompson, 
Brown,
Rintoul,
A. Hoir,
W. G ait,
T. Pnton,
D. Fisher,
Watkins,
Ferrier,
Spiers,
J. E. Mills,
Court,
II. II. Whitney, 
Reddy,
Gaffer,

Mrs. Phillips,
McXaughton, 
Woodbury,
F. E. Grafton, 
J, C. Becket, 
J. Burns, 
Dakcrs,
D. McDonald,
E. Muir,
J. Keishaw, 
Hyatt, 
Lapelletrie, 
Liilie,
W. Muir, 
Venneck, 
Secbold,

Miss Harvey, 
Barrett 
Birss, 
Bellhouse,
E. Bellhouse, 
Fleming,
C. Ready, 
Redpath,
Rae,
Rintoul, 
McCulloch, 
McAlister, 
McIntosh, 
Oldham, 
McGill,
Preddy. 
Gardiner, 
Evans,
Light foot, 
Fisher,
W atkins,
Idler,
Lillie, 
McCulloch.
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REPORT.

The Committee appointed at a Public Meeting held in October 
ast, to devise and carry through means for the temporary relief 
during the then approaching winter of the destitute Protestant 
Poor of this city, have now to Report.

The first act of the Committee was by their Chairman, to follow 
out the .express instruction of the Public Meeting, and to invite the 
co-operation of existing Institutions which had to some extent 
been giving out relief to the destitute poor, but without receiving 
them as inmates. These were the Protestant Industrial House 
of Refuge and the Home ol’ Industry. It was felt desirable that 
these Institutions should cease to give out doer relief and confine 
themselves to their primary object as Institutions ot Refuge and 
Industry—as gathered from their published papers,—of giving 
woik and refuge to the poor, and would cooperate towards one 
central place, where street and door beggars, and all Protestant 
poor, supposed to need help, should be sent for temporary relief, 
in the way of food, fuel and clothing, and where it would be given 
to such persons only as, after due inquiry and investigation at 
their abodes, should be found deserving. They were not asked 
as Institutions to contribute funds, nor to assume any responsi
bility, nor any further than has just been stated to change their 
way of working, but to name some of their number who would bo 
be willing to act on this Cçmmittee organized only for the winter 
emergency.

The Ladies -of the Executive of the Industrial House of Refuge 
did not favorably entertain the proposal, saying, “We think it best 
to work on as we did last year until the first of May ; unless the 
Committee (taking up this poor relief effort,) are willing to take 
the whole management and responsibility of this House upon them, 
to which we would glady accede.” And after reference to their gene
ral Committee, we were informed “ that they unanimously deemed it

l
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i.ntritv of °- ‘'-T ,Il0,,Se °f W“5"5-. "P to a l„,g„
. / ? tom’ cc>‘neuled m our proposed plan—which hud
:;"koJ “ I»rt "ri8i"ated with themselves,—and gave it Zeg!^!

le ZütSST' “nfi“iDg a‘ ““ eamC lime ti-« benefits of 
‘ , ° Iustltutlon’ as was suggested to them, to such

as became inmates of their House. persons

In then submitting their object and plan to the Protestant 
1 0b loCuan;1 askln? lts co-operation the Committee observed •
., our streets and at our doors, thés» two classes of ,,
nient and vicious, and the truly necessitous an 1- 1 • p°ür~lhe ,mPn,v
appear, and if they are alike aided the evi s, f jr ^^‘“g-promiscuously 
result. ller»e the need of Ai • f lndls™nate alms-giving

^d the aeparation of thés! twî,

T*"» <“““ « P-uperim end vice ; to ^ Sv” Z n **" 
often to rescue from present evtreme went and t , 7“' "
exertion, and to place udoq the nntli of • i i l” sbtnulr te to

The improvident ’TV*™

t,0“ ;mJ “PP'taee* for which it would «cm
Mould provide. Bu, elinn,.,d> ^

,zzirtke”md“>

the few really deserving-poor thoughtt^r *l® °bjcct8, 0n the contrary
helpofprivateoro^anizeL^reffrrt6!*0,^^^^.«^uldbeleftto th,

poor of this class, while disclaiming all city aid in tl^ hTlî<he Prote8taut 
en vie,i„. Ulat lhcir Prote,tat f(J J f” *T °“'
such necessitous poor there are ut;n , for them- Yet of
Churches, and who are cared for bv tl ' t l0S6 m Cvmmun!°u with
«s askers of public chari tv • and th '“"v, ,UrcIles' an(l wLo rarely appear 
with any on! of the Profe^rt m" ^ f * particu,a'- connection 

we ha>-; to do. On behalPof sTh TT “ *Vwith '^er class 
organize the means of aid. v - c a do this Committee seek t..

aS UCCdful toXckthe ^n^yitoT^^Z^r! dT**1
purpose of relief be disclaimed, it comes to be all th 7 th"
t’uere should be systematic and care!^^
poverty, and means provided adequate to the relieTo 7 ?

ni tr ”'d “S"^
of the Committee f a?d Where ba.lies
that aid is given only to the deserving. ‘ 1D<lulrcd 1Bto» and to sa*

____________
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^cmcut oi 
or public

Th.>se Ladies will l»e assisted by a Committee of Gentlemen, one of whom 
m turn, will give an hour’s attendance daily at the Rooms.

Money will in no
while relieving present necessity, so to foster habits of industry an,! 
providence, as to prevent the recurrence of the claim for aid. Men, appli 
cants for relief, able to work, will be sent where work is likel v to be obtained, 
a register being kept of the names of persons having it to give. A register 
will also be kept of the names of all persons cither relieved or employed. 
Women and children able to work will be directed to individuals, or to those 
institutions of industry whose primary object is the giving of work to those 
able and willing to perform it, and refuge to those who are its fitting subjects.

It is thus not proposed to create ai ew Inst itution, but to unite and direct 
Protestant benevolence to cany out, «luring the exigencies of the winter 
season, m a convenient and central place, and one of common resort, a 
system of temporary relief, in the way of food, fuel, clothing, and emplovment 
t.o the needy, but virtuous and honest p

These statements of their object as at the outset set forth by 
the Committee, are repeated here because of some misapprehension 
<»t it which in some quarters existed, and in the hope that if that 

-Vot exists the7 wil1 be sufficient to correct it; and as serving also 
to show tiie plan adhered to, and so far as they can judge found 
adequate and successful throughout the whole period of their 
•ulort. They may also indicate for future use a plan already 
found to work well.

i'he Committee were careful to publish monthly reports of their 
work, shewing the number of persons who had applied for aid and 
th.) number aided, acknowledging contributions received 
stating expenditure. They now give the aggregate Report for
December, January, February and March, the' months during 
which the Rooms were

case be given; and it will be the anxious endeavor
a large? 
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Namber^ofappHcants entered upon Register, most of them representing

Visited and found not deserving,.................................. 2
do not suitable cases............................ i
do not needing aid,.................... ..

Not found by visitors, and not having returned 
entered as unworthy,.............

Relieved at their homes, and in 
supplied, ................................ .

Referred to Churches,.....................
Found work for...............................
Found situations for......................
Provided lodging and fuel for....

(and their families,)
Employed at sewing am] knitting ; and in the school 30____

269
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for the 
y that 
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During December, January and February, a meal was prepared 
daily in one of the rooms, and given to those needing it, when
' !nDers’ equal t0 one fvr 1897 persons, were supplied at a cost of 
about 3*d. per head ; and 37
supplied with clothing.

The receipts of money are acknowledged under the head of 
subscriptions, and in this connection reference is requested to the

reasu-ers account, showing the total income and outgo of funds.
Many bundles of clothing, old and newly made up, a piece of

" °od cIoth>a clock>a lot of bonnets, several lots of meal, fish 
Hour, a box soap, several parcels shoes and rubbers, several bags 
and barrels vegetables, a number of books, and a few other 
articles were received; but in so many instances without the
name of the giver that it is thought best to acknowledge them 
ail in this general way.

It is believed that the most was made of all contributions, and 
that those who gave, will be satisfied with the results here report- 

U sh0UL,d be scarceIy necessary to add that the utmost catl.o- 
hc,ty was observed : all Protestants found needing aid, got it in 
proportion to the claims of each case, without regard todenom- • 
ination, although it appears that the majority aided were or called 
themselves of the Church of England.

The efficiency of the effort

persons not otherwise aided were

and

kept up by a meeting every 
Monday of the Ladies, who then appointed their Executive and

I, !,,7!811® f°r the weck’ and 50 faithfully were their duties 
Milhlled that it appeared that as many as twenty-five of their
number gave prolonged attendance at the Rooms, or visited the 
homes of the poor within one month, reporting in the latter case 
very fully as to the condition and the claims of those whom they 
had seen. Miss Harvey especially devoted herself 
the work.

WH5

very fully to

monthly meeting always well attended, pre
sided over, the first of them by the late Reverend Dr. McGill, 
who had attended the public meeting, and manifested a warm 
interest in the effort, givi ig it more of his countenance and 
'•o-operation than perhaps it received from any other, and one of 
whose last public appearances was at its Rooms; and the subsequent 
-nos by Rev. Dr. Taylor, Dr. Wilkes and Mr. Frase- respectively, all 
of whom gave the effort, both as to its design and its carrying out,

There was also
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when 

, cost of 
id were

their approval. One of ;he gentlemen’s Committee gave an hour's 
attendance almost daily, during the whole period.

The three city missionaries, Messrs. Massey, Merrick and 
Mitchell, rendered important service, Loth at the Rooms and in 
visiting the dwellings of the poor.

lead of 
1 to the 
f funds, 
iece of 
ish and 
al bags 

other 
ut the 
i them

Mary Sym, who had charge of the Rooms, did the duties, trying 
and difficult sometimes, of her post with a devotion and faithful, 
ness which the Committee gratefully acknowledge.

We have to express our obligations to Mr. Holton, M. P. P. for the 
city, for his intervention to obtain from the Government, the use. for 
the purposes of this Committee, of a part of the old High School : 
and also the generous consideration of the Government in making 
its subsequent grant of the building to the governors of McGill 
College, for the
unfortunate destruction by fire of Burnside Hall; subject to the, 
continued use of it by this Committee or their providing elsew here 
Rooms for the carrying on of its work.

of their High School department on theuse

is, and 
report- 
eatho- 

>t it in
lenom-
ealleti

An arrangement was accordingly made with)those gentlemen, 
whici may perhaps be sufficiently stated by the following letter 
from one of our number to one of the governors :

“ The Poor Relief Committee propose to remove at once the dwel
lers in the Rooms at the old High School, that is, the attendants 
and their children, who alone have had residence there, accepting 
from the governors thirty pounds, as offered, in consideration of. the 
expense and trouble of such removal.

every 
re and 
duties 
their 

;d the 
ir case 
l they 
illy to

“They propose further to give up all cooking and the supplying 
of dinners at the Rooms, and to close the girls’ school and working 
room. But, they will retain the apartment now used as their 
Committee room, where the Ladies will continue their meetings, 
and where applicants for relief will still come, which in short 
will continue to he the seat of the Committee’s operations until 
April, when the time for which they undertook the work they 
have in hand shall have expired.

, pre. 
c-Gill, 
warm 
) and 
me of 
quent 
ly, all 
? out,

“February 19 th, 1856.”
The Co umittee at once followed out this arrangement ; by the 

kindness of Dr. Davies, a vacant dwelling was placed at their dis
posal in which that part of their effort given up at the High 
School was for a time carried on. Till the first of May dwelling 
and maintenance continued to be given to several aged persons
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&mU- ^ "* «f Com-

.«v!rLtri™2it‘l,oulil,,wai,ded-,,as shce

laVe beii” l”h™a" fo have entirely cast then, off “

It now
From the «mem Jroa0,,t 7” Mm of *“• **
who sought aid ill ' 7 "TJ'' ‘‘ ”Ppem tb“l “I 289 persons 
found by” bZ: 2iZ J7 T d"Sem'”Si‘i 42 of them
fully inquired Into Zd 52 r TV“d circumstances
oumningtoU,' Zm" Jd y m Z'"8 the visitors “<< Dot
reasonable evidence „f i"i"S tLC'r ““"',lllngness to afford 

on. evidence of good character and worthing -,

~ jsatastf r» ~

52 y» ■ --ÏXÏ:

■ Z fb T" 11,6 Um"eritcii “d misled charity of the •
- on ese::,: ::,j,,dicous,y aiM *• •** «« t
fr„ ». , ' their own maintenance, Loth would ho

e degradat,°n of beggary, and both be bettered

.» U _ j,,

v.t out cheerfully m the way of doing for themselves. ’ ^

so

re success-

saved

In short, in the exposing of imposture —in the find- 
....... “™«”‘ for so many,—in the indication’ of hate of 8 ,°f

vtrxr pz-in, * •*»*■«
l«i, of families, 4o hL h2»LtT^^

/

*

c
-



e Com* , i promoting industry,—in giving schooling to so many, and with 
that it is hoped reforming some,—an amount of good it is believed 
has been done by this etibrt, which is full of reward and encour
agement—of the only kind they desire—for the expenditure of 
money, time and labor, though neither of these inconsiderable, 
oil the part of those engaged in it.

It has been made plain, we think, that the benevolence of the 
Protestants of this city is sufficient for the care of the Frotestmit 
poor. They need no city funds to help them. Let such an effort 
as the one now reported be continued, and not one Protestant 
need beg upon the streets. And if our Roman Catholic fellow- 
• itizens would take the same course, and provide themselves for 
their own poor, and all alike refuse aid to street beggars, that 
hitherto great and growing evil in our midst would be soon done 
away with.

It is proper to explain in conclusion, that this Report should 
have been made early last May, but being for some time kept back 
by other engagements of its writer, it was then decided to postpone 
ir. till near the beginning of another winter: and now wc respectfully 
submit the whole.

ntained
would

i effort
•ersons
iem so
tances
id not
afford
f aid.
t case
iption
while
esort.
[f so,
•efuso
there
reel-

im- For the Committee,
cess- 
f the ' 
i to 
aved

THOS. M. TAYLOR, Chairman. 
JOHN GREENSHIELDS, Treasurer. 
A. N. RENNIE. Secretary.

Montreal, October, 1856.
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Wm. Lunn.....................
Wm. Murray...................
Wm. Cassells.................
Lawford, Hopkins A Nel

son...............................
J. H. Maitland..............
C. Alexander.................
Cash..............................
Cash...............................
Gibb A Co.......................
A. Campbell...................
O. S. Wood.....................
James Dakers................
A. D. Parker.................
Wm. Budden.................
Englishman, per T. S.

Brown.........
A. Gilmour...,
A. Savage ...
J. A. W. Hilton
D. Brown ...., 
Gillispie, Moffat A Co.. 
Seymour, Whitney & Co
F. E Holmes,................
James Benning..............
James Gilmour..............
William Molson............
Honble. John Molson... 
Hugh Allan...................
G. Matthews................
G. W. Warner...............
Jos. Knapp....................
Ferrier à Co...................
Wm. Harrington..........
H. Seymour..................
Brewster, Mullholland A

0
10

10

L. H. Holton, MPP... £5 0 0 
Hoi: John Young, M.P.P. 5 0 0 
Frothingham A Workman 5 0 0 
Clarke, Thompson A Co., 2 10 0 
James McDougall,.... 2 10 0 
He nr 
Ben.
John Sterling, ........
A. N. Rennie, from a sub

scriber to the Trans
cript ..............................

1). Kinnear A Co.,.........
Anonymous, per Trans

cript................................
Mrs. A. N. Rennie..........o
James Court,...
A Friend,............
Mrs. Wood,....
Re7. Dr. Wilkes 
Lady in Zion Church ... 2 10 0

2 10 0Gilbert Scott, l
A Few friends..............
A Friend.......................
It Marshall...................
Lady of Christieville,... 1 0 0 
John Smith, Alexander

Street,...........................
D. Davidson, ..................
D L. McDougall,............
T M. Taylor.....................
J. J Day,.............. ..........
John Lovell,....,.........
J. H. Evans,.....................
Ed. MacKay......................
John Turner,.....................
John Smith, Alexander 

Street, 2nd subscription, 2 10 0 
2 10 0

1
1
1

1
0y Lyman 

Lyman..
1 1

01 0 10
1 0 0 5

0 5
1 5

1 1 5
1 2 10

1
1 0 1

0 0 10
01

1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0

5
5
6
0

10

15 0 
2 10 0 
10 0

5
5
0
5

10 5
10 0
10 0
10 5

10
10
a0

Co. 5
H. W. Clare..........
Cash.......................
J. 0..........................
Mrs. Wm. Gault .
James Scott..........
James Bay lis .... 
Henry Bay lis....
J. Turner *............. .
John Frothingham 
C. Geddes..............

10
10

Thomas Paton 
S. Grecnshields Son A Co 2 10 0 
Forester Moir A Co 
Ferd. McCulloch...
J. Birks......................
R Campbell............
H. Vennor..............
A. Shaw...................

10

15 0
1 5 0
2 10 0 
1 5 0 
1 0 0 
1 5 0

12
7
5
0
0

LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE FUND
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