PRESS RELEASE

| DEPARTMENT  OF - EXTERNAL AFFAIRS'
OTTAWA - CANADA

NOoBS . . S roa RELEASE AT 12 NOON. xsr,
LA B FRIDAY, chznszn 7, 1956.;wj

THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS TODAY MADE ‘PUBLIC THE TEXT.; :

OF NOTES DATED NOVEHBER 7 AND DECEHBER n;lﬁnrcu wznn EXCHANGED N
BETWEEN THE CECRETARY OF CTATE FOR EXTER“AL*A:FAIRS’AND THE UNITED .
STATEJ AMBASSADOR ) OTTAuA REGARDING THE hzncxy ‘%0 BE”D0NV IN THE _.:fé
'JT. LAWRENCE vara NORTH AND SOUTH F. Ct RN!ALL fstawo.

'p ‘i‘-‘»",’*

THE NEED FOR DQEDG*NG IN THE cn NELS Anouvn’coanuALL ISLAND o

CHANNEL BETWEEN LAKE ST, FRAN”IS Annﬁ"n an”‘RAvs RIVER LOCK Weam |
HASSENA, NeYs THE UNITED STATES' PLANS r qﬂufkouru CHANNEL - DREDGING”?‘??
CALLED FOR ADDITIONAL:DREDGING' 1w THE NORTH (CHANNELy: "BECAUSE OF THE
_ PROVISIONS IN THE'BOUNDARY WATERS: TREATY or 1909 'REGARDING- DREDGING

ON ONE' SIDE OF THE BOUNDARY WHICH AFFECTS THE L:VEL AND FLOW. ;d;;., i
OF THE:RIVER: ON THE OTHER SIDE. AS. THE NORTH CHAANEL LIES: WHOLLY .
IN CANADIAN. TERRITORY, " Howzvzp, THE CANADIAN GOVERNHENT HAS EYAHINED fgf
' THE UNITED STATES PLANS FOR' Dnzncxuc THERE IN RELATION TOTHE * ’ !_ .
CURRENT. AND POSSIBLE FUTURE REQUIREHENTS FOR THAT CHANNEL.:.;v J7":
. IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT IS NECESSARY ‘TO nzzpsu THE NORTH CHANNEL
TO PERMIT DEEP-DRAFT SHIPS TO nocx AT CORNNALL. HISTORICALLY,_;;‘
THAT CITY HAS BEEN AVAILABLE ro ALL fuxppznc USING "Hc sr.b,fi'“' e
LAURENCE syvrcm, AND UNLE’S THE NORTH CHA!NEL IS DEEPENED TO TUENTY“;:;fi
gEVEN raxr THE DEEPER nnarr vzssst NAKING usn OF THE NEU cEAUAY

@
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igAGE Two NO+85. " e g g
WILL BE UNABLE TO SERVE THIO cncuch COMAUNITY. |

.g .

SECONDLY, IT WAS CCNSIDERED “THAT ANY DRFDGING DONE IN THF B
 NORTH' CHANNEL' SHOULD"BE DESIGNED TO FIT IN WITH' LONG~TERM PLANo FOR -
POSSIBLE CANADIAN NAVIGATION WORKS IN'THIS AREA. IT HAS FOR SOMNE

. YEARS BEEN THE CANADIAN GOVERNHENT'S INTENTIO\ T0. COMPLETE
TUENTY-SEVEN FOOI NAVIGATION YORKS ON. ”HL CANADIAN c‘IIJ]-'_' AT

ORNUALL, IF AND NHEN IT CONSIDERED THAT THE UNITED STATES miae
NAVIGATION NORK 7SH0ULD BE DUPLICATED. THI’ INT”NTION UA‘ CLVARLY

‘ i "‘3 AR §

'zxpnzaszn IN THE sycunmcz or NOTLS ovaucu T 17, 1954, wnzn THE
covsnurnzwr ALSO AGREED ro CONQULf'aut’h\x nﬁ srarzv covzawznz
BEFORE UNDERTAKTNG THEQE woqxs. THIS posxrzou Is mAINTAINED W

‘*if RN ,‘.“,‘ '1;2«/. ‘vi'x’{ -‘3 1 SRR s

‘THE PRESENT NOT , AS A TUENTY'SEVEN FOOT CKANNEL NORTH OF CORNWALL

NS T JE3 LE i Sl , i Ty

......

%, ) e ,«.g B v.. w* 3 .w 3 ,‘315

’Ir IS MORE ECONOdICAL TO nnrnér A THENTY~SEVLNN?OOT NORTH

» A‘s« q:»: g2 M-HL N

”CHANNEL NOU UHEN CONE DR?DGING NUST BE' DON~, THAN 10 UAIT UNTIL

i BE }1_)"**3 kinm;}

THE DECIAION TO BUILD A CANADIaw CANAL Awn

AR £ n 1A

CKa AT CORNUALL IS

LNTAKEN; ALTHOUGH THV CANADIAN GOVERNNENT HAS NO INTENTION OF :

*Aa EEAT f“&

. BUILDING THIS CANAL AND Locxs'Ar ANEARLY DATE, 11 cousibsﬁs IT

«..l Q:m.tmyo &" *d

| “;MPORTANT T0 NQ;NTRIN THE SAME FREEDOM orxacrxo ro DUPLICATL THAT iéef:?fh
"*uz uw7r£n srarzs HASy SUBJECT 70 THE. sanr OBLIGATION TO COVSULT.;f e

{"l ‘,, S e By

" FOR THE’E REASONS, THE cANADIAN covannbnr HAé nnc:nzn THAT

+s ”"Yf ,-;h 1\, gﬂ 3.1 1.*1';

-THE NORTH CRANN:L DR”DGING SHOULD TAKE TH” FORN OF A TWENTY“SEVEN

TOOT NAVIGATION CHANNCL, RATHER THAN TNE FORJ UGGE°TBD IN THE UNITED

"TATEa PLANS, WHICH WOULD HAVE HET. TREATY REQUIREUENTQ BUT
SERVED NO OTHER USEFUL PURPOSE. THE CANADIAN STe LANRE\CE SEANAY

AUTHORITY WILL 4CCORDINGLY PROCEED WITH THE NORTH CHANMEL nnzncznc Y

(@>0NCURRENTLY WITH TIHAT BEING Us!D"RTAKEN IN THE SOUTH CllANNEL- :
WITH RE°PECT TO THE SOUTH CHANNEL, THERE Hhs BEEN SONE QUESTION

A° TO NHICH ENTITY WAS TO DO THE VARIOU ARTS OF THE UORK,

\L;r 14»‘ P kel \} /' NEI T
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PAGE THREE NO.85 . . . ..o Qtﬁ, SRR
BAPAUSE THE DIVISION OF stponsxstzrv HAD. NOT BEEN CLEARLY DEFINED..
IN PREVIOUS AGREEMENTS AND ARRANGEMENTS.BECAUSE A CONSID?RAELE PART . -
OF THE SOUTH CHANNEL DREDGING IS IN CANADIAN Tznwxronv, THE CANADIAN ey
GOVERNMENT. HAS Aurkonxzzn THE ST. LAVRENCE SEAVAY. Aurnonxrv T0. - o
| UNDERTAKE THE DREDGING OF. A PART or THE, sourn CHANNEL upswnram raou |
| THE nm:nm'rmmx. BOUNDAPY.
THE ENGINEERING ARRANGEMENTS oF, JULY 18 Msurxonxn IN THE CANADIAN

Q‘?'ﬁ

NOTE PROVIDE FOR AN. ALLOCATION BETWEEN THE TUO SEAUAY ENTITIES

A r S

OF THE ﬂORK TO BE DONE IN BOTH CHANNELS- A SUBST&NTIKL CONTPIBUfION

3*;-, 2

TO THE DREDGING COSTS WILL BE HADE BY TH’ ONTARIO HYDRO'ELEQTRIC‘ R
POVER conulssxom AND THE. NEW, YORK STATE pouzn Auruonlwv.,rut ébwza o Ll

i [ SN L < ‘:‘ ' ‘E
ENTITIES WILL THEMSELVES DO ADDITIONAL DREDGING IN fHE TAILRACE gab: :

-“,"'2‘3

I MEDIATELY BELOY THE. BAﬁNnART ISLAD powznnouszs, AND THIS, _ ~y
TOGETHER wzrx THE CHANNEL DREDGING NORTiI: AMD sourn oy CORNUALL

T gm el e SERT LS EERIRTE

ISLAND, wxu. LOHER 'mz 'mmmzn szm. AND: INCREA:E m: HEADOF . Ay
VATER WHICH 'CAN BE, nsszopsn roa POWER. THE ezutrif }ﬁbu ch&&sL
DREDGING IS surr:cxznr ro JUSTIFY A SUBSTANTIAL pavnznr BY THE ”
POVER snrxr:zs rouARns THE cosr or THE DREDGING covznxn BY ruz
JULY 18 ARRANGEHENTS. o ~“w..-a s;uaﬁ, @u??;4:;3‘;4»»,

. WITH THE. ALLOCATION or DREDGING NORTH AND soura or conuwALL
ISLAND, wonx ou THE NAVIGATION CHANNELS IN rnxs AREA MAY pnoczsn

AT THE START OF THE NEXT anncrnc SEASON. E»Ja%;wa;'. PRGN
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, I have the honour to refer to your Note No. 126
of November 7, 1956, and 'to 'recent-consultations;between -:
representatives of ‘our two ‘Governments regarding:excavations
in the St. Lawrence'River north- and ‘south of :Cornwall -Island.

e g

+ " The:Canadian Government ‘cannot accept :the:opinion -
of the United States Government that ‘the Canadlan decislion -
to undertake  twenty-seven foot excavations:in‘'the Cornwall -.
north channel 1s not in accord with:the exchange of notes
of August%17;“1954;“orfotherfarrangementsibetweeﬁithe'tWOf
countries.- In its note of August 17, 1954, the Canadlan
Government declared its intention. to complete twenty-seven
foot navigation works on'the Canadianiside ‘of-‘the 'Inter-':’
national Rapids ‘Section, if ‘and ‘when:it'considered, -after:’.

- consulting your Government, that parallel ‘facilities were -
required. ' The :Canadian Government ‘does not" propose’ito
complete parallel navigationifacilities ‘at Cornwall<at an

early?date:i‘HoweVerﬁfit‘ccnéidefsJthatﬁthefCanadianfbights;xggf f}

to build ‘such facilities, includingitwenty-seven’foot aiis

excavations north’of :Cornwall ‘Island): was‘réservediin the SR

1954 'exchange of ‘notes ‘and’in‘the~other-exchanges‘of notes:
_and»lettegs‘onjtbe}StffLawrenCé‘prdjéctSﬁ‘wheregs‘thésef._‘
exchanges of notés and‘letters cover’only ‘by!implication -

. the navigation ‘excavations’ini:the south”channel/< Moreover,

the north' charinel excavations will compensate‘for the ‘south - . °

" channél ‘excavations and ‘thusiser
" Boundary Waters !Treaty. i v«
A T R T AN i R EY.
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Engineers of the two seaway entities met on

~ July 18, 1956,?andievolvédiplans*forftheiexCaVatiéns?iﬁibQ£h {ilQ;f

channels:and ‘for the apportionment betweentthe twoTseaway
. entities ‘of “responsibility for the different parts‘of ‘the
work. :'The "Canadian ‘Government finds that these plans meet

" the requirements of the Boundary Waters Treaty, and accepts f?f}ﬂf;
- responsibility for the excavations in' the north channel and .o
a part of those in the south. The Government has accordingly -

‘directed that, as the Saint Lawrence Seaway Development
Corporation proceeds with its excavations-<in-the!south

channel, the- St. Lawrence Seaway Authority should concurrently ‘;‘f

undertake the exeavations assigned to it in the July 18 -
arrangements. It -1s.undeestood that the two power entitles '
wlll make a contribution to:the'costs of-‘these excavations. -

As ‘the plans envisage that each entity will undertake’excavatibng{f»

inthe territory of both countries, the Canadian Government
is prepared to grant customs and immigration waivers on
a reclprocal basis, o . :

’ Accept, Excellency, the renewed assuranées of oy
highest consideration. oL

(SIGNED) L.B. PEARSON .

Secretary of State
- for External Affalrs.

 Hls Excellency
‘Livingston T. Merchant, ' : .
Ambassador of the United States of America,
Ottawa, , o o
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United ‘States’ Lmbassg
Ottawa,.November 7, 1956. .
126 e |
o= Dear Sir: _
Y : I have the honor to refer to the Department of

Honorable L. B. Pearson,
‘'The Secretary of State for External Affairs,
Ottawa.

« . In the circumstances, the Governme
United States deems 1t inmportant to record that the :
.. .. Unitod States reserves all its rights to protect its
- interests in this matter. '

State's alde memolre of April 21, 1956, concerning the

- .excavations in connection with the St. Lawrence Seaway
in the Cornwall Island channels, and also to discussions
which have recently taken place between representatives’
of our two governments in which it was stated that your,
government had decided-to dredge the - channel north of
Cornwall Island to a depth suitable for deep-water :
navigation at the same time that the seaway is dredged
in_the south channel. ' ‘

The Government of the United States has given
careful consideration to the situation which will exist
if the Government of Canada proceeds to carry out its
announced plan. While it believes that the proposed
Canadian action 1s not in accord with the agreenent
‘which this Government entered into as a result of the
enactment of PL-358, 83rd Congress- (2nd Session) and
with the other arrangements .which have been made

~ between our two governments with-respect' to the St.
 Lawrénce Seaway, the Government of:the United States
does not wish to delay the construction of" the Joint L
~ Seaway project, in which. both: governments are mutually
. interested, and consequently it-is bound by events to
- take- cognizance ‘of -the de facto situation which is. S
" created by the decision of Canada to. proceed with deep- T
water dredging in the channel north of Cornwall Island.-,_l,,.?'

nt.of thel

' "Livingstoan; Merchant"




