
THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS,TODAY MADE`PUBLIC THE TEXT S

0F -NOTES D ATED NOVEt1BER 7 . AND DECET'IDER 4 s WHI CH WERE ' EXCHANGE D

IN THE CHANNELS AROUND CORNWALLISLAND

NCE . SEAWAY AND PoUER PROJECTS, CONSTRUCTIO N

EETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL"AFFAIRS AND THE UNITE D

STATES AMBASSADOR IN OTTAWA : REGARDIftG THE DREDGING T0 DE DONE

ST . LAWRENCE RIVER :SORTH . AND SOUTH O F

.,THE NEED'FOR DREDGING

ARISES FROM THE ST . LAIdRE

OFiüHICH IS NOW PROCEEDING*► ` TWENTY-SEVEN FOOT D::EDGING IS REQUIRED

PROVISIONS IN THE' 130UNDARY'aIATERS'vTREATYfOF r" 1909Ÿ REGARDING° DREDGIN G

CALLED FOR ADDITIONAL DREDGING IN THE tJORTH CüP.N:VELt l BECAUSE OF THE

MASSENA l ' N4Y .' Tl{E UNITED STATES PLANS FOR THI .r, SOUTit : CH!1CJNEL 'DREDGIN G

CHANNEL BETWEEN LAKE * ST .1FRANCIS AND THE NEW GRASS RIVER . :LOCKT1EAR

SOUTH OF CORNWALL-ISLAND TO'COMPLETE .THE DEEPENED~NAVIGATION '

OF THE,; RIVER':~ ON . THE OTHER SIDE .~ AS. ;THE ; NORTH CHANNEL LIES WHOLLY .

ON ONE• SI DE OF TIIE BOUNDARY WHICH- AFFECTS . THE .: L.."VEL . AND FLOW .

IN CANADIAN .- TERRITORYI' HOtr'EVEP.,`. THE CANADIAN, GOVERtvT1ENT HAS e EXANINED

THE UNITED STATES PLANS

OTTAWA - CANADA

.FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON EST !

FRIDAYs DECETIBER 7 1' 195 `

DREDGING THERE

CURRENT. AND POSSIBLE FUTURE REQUIREI•ïENTS FOR°•THAT .>CHANNEL :

- IN THE FIRST PLACE' IT . IS vECESSARY r.TO - DEEPE ►J•THE NORTH CHANNEL

TO PERMIT DEEP-DRAFT SHIPS TO DOCK AT CORNWALLe~HISTORICALLY j

THAT CITY HAS BM-l AVAILABLE TO ALL SHIPPING USING THE ST .

LAURENCE SY 13~ , . . . .. . ,, . ,

SEVETJ FEET THE DEEPER DRAFT, YESSELSr T9AKING USE OF THE NEW SEAWAY
_ . , . _ .. . .
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5 iJILL BE UNABLE TO SERVE THIS GROWING COMMUNITY .
. . f

SECONDLY! IT WAS CGNSIDERED THAT ANY DRF.DCING DQNE IN~THE
_ . . . ,. .:' , . . .. „ E,

NORTH CHANNEL ' SHOULD ` BE DESIGNED TO ` FIT I N WITH ` LONG-TER.M PLANS FOR

POSSIBLE CANADIAN NAVIGATION•WORKS' IN THIS AREA .`IT' HAS FOR S OfiE

YEARS . BEEN THE- CANADIAN GOVERNP•fENT'S-INTENTIOti, .TO COIIFL£TE- :

71IENTY-SEVEN FOOT NAVIGATION WORKS ON THE CANADIAN SIDE AT

:;ORNWALL, IF AND WHEN IT CONSIDERED THAT'TNE UNITED STATES

NAVIGATION WQRKfS, SHOULD IIE DUPLICATED .- T HIS INTENTION WAS CLEARLY
. ' N . . ' ' . . . . . . . . . . .

r.~PRESSED IN THE Y EXCHANGE OF NOTES OF AUGUST `1 7 ! 19541 . WHEN THE

GOVERNEIIENT ALSO AGREED TO `CONSULT THE UNX:ED STATES GGVERNENENT .

BEFORE ' UNDERTAKTNG ' THESE WORKS #` THIS POSITION IS• MAINTAI NED IN
_ Pt : . . : ..t ,k. .-i•..,'. q." .y9ki .a-. . ,z .. j .. h .,

.

TNE PRESENT 'NOTER AS 'A TUENTY-SEVErd f FOOT CHANt3EL NORTH OF . CORNWALL
.. . . i . ., .. . .., . . . ' .. . . - . , '

ISLAND WOULD BL 1AN' ESSENTIAL ~ PART OF SUCH CANADIAN I~iAVIGATIO:J 4TORKS .
r. +,.s - ~.•`' ~~

MIS MORE ECÔNO NÎCAL TO DREDGE Â Tt~ENTY»SEVr".Id FOOT NORTH '
. . ..._ . . ' _ ; '.. l : . • £ : f ; i . _ .. . ..

CHANNEL NOW WHEN SOML DREDGING MUST` 13E DONE? THAN T0` TrJAIT :UNTIL

THE DECISION T0 -BUILD-A CANADIAN` CANALA ND LOCKS AT iCORNWALL IS .

TAKEN .ALTHOUGH THE- CANADIAN GOVERNNENT HAS NO I NTENTIQN ` OF :

BUILDING THIS CANAI: AND -LOCKS -AT AN EARLY DATE Y' IT - COPJSIDERS IT '

iC1PORTANT TO MAINTAIN THE SAME FREEDOM 'OF` ACTI4:: TO -DUPLICATE THAT

THE_UNITED STATES HAS , SUBJECT TO THE SAtIE`;OBLIGATION T0 C0 ;]SULT . -
. }

. b• pi•kk 1 . I-^ . .

FOR THÉSE REASONS 9 THE ' CANADIAN, GQVERNt•LENT i HAS DECIDED~ THAT ;
~ :.. .Y .••r -- ., _ a<~ .iYS t;-

.` .,~y . ..- ~.rt~ . ~ . . ~ . . . ~'. c . ...- . .t ~

THE NORTH CHANNEL DREDGING ' SHOULD TAKE THE FORt•; OF A~ TVENTY=SEVEN ,
4 # '•f

FOOT NAVIGATION CHANNCLt =' RATHER THAN THE FORM SUGGESTED I N THE UNI TE D

STATES PLA N S , W ;{IC1i WOULD HAVE F?ET TREATY REQUIREMENTS BU T

SERVED NO OTHER USEFUL PURPOSE . THE CANADIAN ST . LAWRENCE SEAWAY

AUTHORITY WILL ACCORDINGLY PRQCEED, t1IT1{ THE NORTH CHANNEL DREDGI NG

(a.'ONCURRENTLY WITH THAT BEING Ui•lDERTAK•EN IN TNF ~ SOUTH C)IANNEL O

WITH RESPECT TO THE SOUTH CHANNEL V THERE HAS BEEN SOME,QUESTION

AS TO WHICH ENTITY WA TO DO THE VARIOU : ?ARTS OF THE tJORK )

. . .3
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BïeAUSE THE DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITY-HAD,NOT .BEENyCLEARLY DEFINED :

IN PREVIOUS AGREEMENTS AND ARRANGEMENTS.BECAUSÈA CONSIDERABLE PART
,~ .

OF THE SOUTN,CHANNEL DREDGING IS FNCANADIAN,TERRITORYp-THE CANADIAN

GOVERNMENT. RAS AUTHORIZED THE STe .LAWRENCE SEAWAY~AUTHORITY. TO

UNDERTAKE . THE ., DREDGING OF~ . A PART OF THE . SOUT}I CHAiJisEL- UPSTREAM FROM

THE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDAP.Y

. THE ENGINEERING- ARRANGEMENTS- OF:,JULY. . !8 MENTIONED IN_ THE : CANADIAN

NOTE PROVIDE'FOR AU . ALLOCATION BETWEEN- .THE ...TWO~ SEAGTAY ,, ENTITIES :.
~.6 7

~ .i .~ . - .

OF THE WORK :T0 BEDONE IN BOTH CHANNÉLS .e-;, A_ SUBSTANTIAL . CONTRIBUTION
. .. -

. -- - . - . .l . . . .:"s z
;',S }.~ . . . . .. -.Jl f ;

TO THE DREDGING . .COSTS ; WILL,BE ; MADE ; BY : THE} ONTARIO_; HYDRO-ELECTRIC :;-
`} :

POWER COMMISSION . AND THE, NEW : YORK ; STATE POti1ER, AUTNORITY .} THE, POWER
. , . . j . ~4~'.x { C. ~, .r~ ..w "1~2~ AY r`~`-~~• .i ..b ..lR. i.. . .

ENTITIES WILTHEMSELVES,DO ADDITI4NAL DREDGING :IN ;THE TAILRACE
, . . . -- . . - >ÿ .~. t - _ i~ P

♦
w, - . ..

THIS IIYNEDIATELY -BELOU THE . BARNHART ISLÂND P0VERHOÛSES : AN'ï '

TOGETHER WITH THE CHANNEL DREDGING . NORTif . APJD ,S OUTH ; oF..; CoRNUALL
.. .. ~ , ~ _ '+

, . •~ ~ 4 y ~~F. Y r %• ~
1

t~' 9 "

ISLAND! WILL LOâ1ER .-THE'-TAILVATER LEVEL-: AND}ï INCREASE THE 'HEAD iOF- ,
. . . . _ . . . . . . { _

WATER WHICH CAN BE ;DEVELOPED FOR .=POWER . .THE ;BENEFIT,.FROt! CHANNEL
_ ,. _. . . : . ; . , . . . . . . . . . . .." . ~

DREDGING IS : SUFFICIENT TO_ JUSTIFY A . - SUBSTANTIALr~ :PAYMENT , BY , THE
.~. _ .

POiJER ENTITIES TOWARDS THE COST. . OF , THE ,, DREDGING COVERED BY<,THE

JULY 18 ARRANGEMENTS .

ISLAND, : WORK,. ON THE , . NAVIGATION CHANNELS IN :.THIS AREA MAY , PROCEED ,

SOUTri OF CORNWALL"WITH THE ALLOCATION OF ; DREDGING + NORTi{ AND 1 .
, . . . . . ~ _ ~ . . . _ . .

. . . . . . . .~ .~ . .. .

AT THE START 0F THE NEXT.DREDGING .SEASON .



Excellency :

I have the honour to r efe r to your Note No . 12 6
of -November 7,` 1956, °and ' to ` recent consultations .:between '`'-
representatives'of=our two Governments'regarding•excavation s
in the St . `Lawrence,River ,north'and ;south,of-°Cornwall-Island .

The 1 Canadian - Govèrnment :~cannot accept the - opinion'
of the United States Government -that ythe FCanadian decision -+
to undertake-twenty-seven'foot excavations : in'. the -, Cornwall
north channel I s not `in accord , wi th ~ the éxchange of ' no tes
of 'August 17,"" 1954,' or ,~ other - arrangements `between the , two .
countries .- In its note of August 17, 1954 ., the Canadian
Government declared its intention-,to complete twanty-seven
foot navigation works =on j"the Canadian'side of the'Inter- `
national Rapids "Section; ' if -and when `- it-'considered; ~after `- '
consulting your Government, ;~ythat ;parallëVfacilitles were
required . `~ The ;Canadian Governnent = does 'not-- propose`~~to
complete parallél navigation"{facilities 'at 'Cornwall fat `a n
early 4date : `However;it ' cansiders ?that `the Canadian "righ t
to build such facilities, incltiding'~tcuenty='sêven~foôt =$' •
excavationanorth'of ~Cornwall~'~Islànd ; was `reserved ,, in the
1954 Lexchange* of 'notes 'and_ - in ~the'r ôther `excharige6.4 of note s
,and letters on thèStLawrence`projects ;'whereas these'- .
exchanges ~ of . notés ' and `lettsrs cover,only rby{ iinplicâtiori
the navigation .'excavations ' in ~ thé south= channel : _` Moreover,
the north` channel~~'excavations 'will`comPensate .~for`-the `south
chanriël'°excavations azid'~thus :'sér.vë .r`the,~pruposes _ôf ;'the
Boundary Waters '•Treaty:̂ w f` LL$r
. . h F^~. t . . i t .~ . M . . y.: ~. s , .

. .. . . .. . . .

Engineers of the two seaway entities met on
July18, 1956,'and•evolvsd--plans°~for"the ;excavatiôns }iri'both
channels~andsfor'the apportionuent'betwesni-the twô~`seaway
entitiés 'of ~-responsibility for the différent parts . of, the
work:F°'The'- Canadian-Government finds-that these plans mee t
the réquirements of the BoundaryWaters Treaty,'and accept s
responsibility for the excavations in .the :north channel and
a part of those in the .-south . The Government has accordingly
directed that, as the Saint LawrenceSeaway,Development
Corporation proceeds with its excavations-in,thè*sout h
channel, the-St . Lawrence Seaway Authority should concurrently
undertake the ex eavations assigned to it in the July 18
arrangements . ',It-is=understood that the two power entitie s

:to = the "costs ' ôf, 7these excavations .wi11 make a contribution "
As'the plans envisage that each entity will undertake excavations ;
in the territory of both countries, the Canadian-Government
is prepared to grant customs and immigration waivers on
a reciprocal basis .

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my
highest consideration .

(SIGNED) L.B . PE.ARSON .

Secretary of State
for External Affairs .

His Excellency ,
Livingston T. .Merchant ,

Ambassador of the United States of America,

r

Ottawa.



;Dear Sir :

I have the honor to refer to the Department of
State's aide memoire of April 21, 1956, concerning the
excavations in connection with the St . Lawrence Seaway
in the Cornwall Island channels, and also to discussion s

in_t he south channel .

which have recently taken place between representatives"
of our two governments- in which it was,stated that your_
government had decided-to dredge the channel north of
Cornwall Island to a depth suitable for deep-water
navigation at the same time that the seaway is dredge d

creâtedbv the decision--of Canada to proceed :withdeep-
take cognizance `of >.the' de - facto situation which is .
interested, :and consequently it-is,bound b9 events t o
Seaway project, in which both`governnents are mutually
does not wish to delaythe construction :of the-joint
Lawrence Seaway, the Governnent of=the,United,State s
between our two,governments with-respect to'the St .
with the other arrangements :which have been made
enactment of PL-358,83rd Congress-(2nd Session) an d
4hich this Government entered i nto as a result of the
Canadian action is not in accord .with the agreement
announced plan .. While it ;believes that the propose d
if the Government of Canada proceeds to carry out it s

TheGovernment of the United States has given'
careful consideration to the-,situation which will exis t

water dredging in , the 'channel north of Cornwall istana .

In the circumstances, the .Gove-rnnent .of the

Honor able L. L . Pearson ,
'The Secretary of State for External Affairs ,
Ottawa .

United States'deems it important to record that th e
United States reserves all its rightsto protect it s
interests


