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THE PLASTIC INDUSTRY IN GUATEMALA

I. INTRODUCTION

Country Profile

Central American country, with an area of 108,000 square
kilometers and a population of about 9.5 million. It borders
Mexico to the north and west, Belize and the Caribbean Sea to the
east, Honduras and El Salvador to the southeast, and the Pacific
Ocean to the south. The official language is Spanish. A large
percentage of the business community understands and/or speaks
English.

Economic Framework

The backbone of the country's economic activity are
the agricultural, industrial, and commercial sectors. The
agricultural activity contributes 26% to the GNP (Gross National
Product). Commerce is second with 25% and industry contributes
15%. The production of goods is dedicated both to the domestic and
the export markets. The monetary unit is the Quetzal and at this
time, (November 1991), its value is five quetzales per U.S. dollar.

II. MARKET DESCRIPTION

Industry Profile

The plastics industry sector in Guatemala is primarily
composed by 57 manufacturing concerns who service the domestic and
export markets.

Most exports are generally encompassed by the incentives
provided by the Promotion and Development of Export Activities and
Drawback Law (decree 29-89).

Most of the companies (70%) are members of the Plastic
Manufactures Union. 90% of the total plastic manufacturing
production of the country is accounted for by 14 companies (SEE
ANNEX A)

Of the total producing companies, 18 of them specialize in the
production of plastic bags, and 3 that produce polypropylene sacks
for the agricultural sector.
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Synthetic resins represent the greatest volume of imnports.
Rigid plates of plastic material, PVC (Polyvinil Chioride) based
granules and sand, polypropylene films, and manufacturing wastes
are also impotted in a lesser scale.

Color concentrates (masterbatches) for coloring polyethylene,
polypropylene, PVC and polystyrene, are included in the total raw
material import figures previously shown.

There are industries that import plastic ianufacturing waste
material and also collect local plastic waste, thus obtaining a
domestic source of raw material.

Machinery and Earuipment Imports

The machinery and equipment installed in Guatemalan factories
is principally purchased in U.S.A., Gerlnany, Japa 'n, Austria, Italy
and Spain. Machinery and eguipment acquisitions are usually done
through local representatives and distributors, through direct
contacts with manufacturera and in specialized trade fairs which
take place in different parts of the world.

It is~ difficult to establish the quantity of new eguipment*
purchases, but the president of the Plastic Manufacturers Union
estimated that the whole industry will make from 3 to 5 large
purchases per year.

Trends and EXpectations

The Guatemalan total volume of imported resins and. raw
material has grown in the last f ive years at an annual average rate
of 12.5% from a total of 25,000 tons in 1986 up to 40,000 tons in
1990. Early in. this period (86/87), the growth was aven higher
(50.7%) reaching stable levels by 1989/90.

This trend is a natura. conseguence of the countr les ecoT'omic
behavior which also experienced a general. growth -beginni.ng in
1986, after sev#eral yaars of negative rate, reflecting the increasa
in investors confidence and the nation's economic stability.
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Freight considerations are îaost important to be competitive in*
the Guateualar' iarketplace. FreigWt and insurance from a U. S. W
port to Santo Tomàs de Castilla in Guatemala' s Atlantic coast is of
4.6 U.S. cents per pound equal ta $101.20 per ton, while Ireight
froit Canada ificreased 2 additional cents or $44.00 per ton. To
offset this p<rice disadvantage, it is important to offer customers
other incentives. The most important would be delîvery t<izes
because the inost expeditiows they are it translates into invenatory
reductions and thus into coat reductions. The guality of the
product and favourable sale terms are alsc> important
cons iderations.

IV. END USERS IN GUATEMALA

The principal users of plastic raw material in Guatemala are

listed below. (PLEASE SEE ANNEX A~ FOR A COMPLETE LISTING)

Fabrica de Plàsticos La Luz Hlenoplast
Lacoplast Oreplast
Tubovini 1 eoplast
Guateplast Inyectores de Plb&tico
Vvtru<dnnl ast Olefinas, S.A.*



ULYSES DENT
General Manager
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A M M E X A

MEMBERS OF THE PLASTIC NANUFACTURERS UNION

COMPANY ADORE$$ REPRESENTATIVE POSITION
ALEPH S.A. 15 CALLE 12-62 ZONA 1 SR. RICARDO SAMUEL MISMAN SMEKE G.KANAGER
ARISTOPLAST S.A. 6 CALLE 9-58 ZONA 1 SR GIORGIOS SOFIANOS DIMITROPOLOU G-MANAGER
SIC DE GUATEMALA S.A. 33 CALLE 26-38 ZONA 12 LIC OTTO GERARDO MORALES G.MANAGER
CIA GUATEMALTECA INCATECU S.A. KM 13.5 CARR.ROOSEVELT Z.7 LIC 14ARIO ANTONIO GARCIA CABRERA G.MANAGER
CONSTRUCTORA Y LOTIFICADORA S.A.12 AVE.13-21 ZONA 11 SR DAVID FARCHI SULTAN G.MANAGER

CORPORACION MARNEL VIA 3, 6-28 ZONA 4 LIC RUBEN ENRIQUEZ G.MANAGER
DISTRI13UIDORA CAMY 4 AVENIDA 6-30 ZONA 4 SR JUAN MANUEL GARCIA SAENZ G.MANAGER
DUROPOU S.A. KM 26.5 CARR. AL FACIFICO SR ERICK HARTLEBEN JORDENS PRESIDENT
EXTRUDOPLAST 18 CALLE 19-53 ZONA 10 ING RAUL RODRIGUEZ RUANO G.KANAGER
FABRICA DE BOTONES DEL VALLE AVE. PETAPA 41-06 ZONA 12 ING CARLOS WOC KAN G.MANAGER
FAR. DE PLASTICOS LA LUZ S.A. 1 CALLE 34-47 ZONA 7 ING GERARDO URRUELA KONG G.MNAr»ER
FABRICA NELENOPLAST S.A. AVE PETAPA 53-00 ZOM 12 SR CARLOS AUGUSTO VALDEZ F. G.KANAGER
FAIBRICA LACOPLAST 2 AVE # 168, EL TESORO VI SR NICOLAS BATZAKIS GEORGÀNT G.MANAGER
FARR 1 CA OREPLAST 41 AVE LOTE 42, LA ESC. VI SR CARLOS RENE ORELLANA PALMA G.KANAGER
FABRICA TUBOVINIL S.A. AVE FERROCARRIL 16-17 Z12 ING RICHARD KOHLER GESHART G.MANAGER
FIBRAPLAST 10 AVENIDA 20-29 ZONA 1 INC RENATO RIVAND G.KANAGER
GEOPLAST S.A. CALZADA ROOSEVELT 35-85 VI SR DIEGO DONINGUEZ CARO G.MARAGER

" GUATEPLAST S.A. 2 CALLE A 8-72 ZONA10 LIC 7 OMM Y RYBAR LEICHTAC G.KUAGER
INOUPLUTIC S.A. 29 CALLE 3-65 ZONA 12 SR ESTUARDO ZIMERI CATAN G.KANAGER
IND.METALOPLASTICA GUATEMALTECA 19 AVE 7-89 ZONA 11 SR JOSE LUIS 14ICKEL LINARES G.KANAGER
INOUSTRIAS DECORIS S.A. 10 AVE 4-30 ZONA 1 SR ALFREDO NEGREROS MURTARTE MANAGER
INOUSTRIAS LAGRANGE 15 AVENIDA 2-13 ZONA 1 SR JULIO ROSERTO ESPINOSA SARII G.NAXAGER

" INYECTORES DE PLASTICO S.A. AVE PETAPA Y 56 CALLE Z 12 ING JUAN ALBERTO MARTINEZ PAREDES Q.MANAGER
ITALAGRO 15 AVE 40-72 ZONA 8 SR FRANCISCO ROSERTO GUGLIELMI G.KANAGER

MOLDES Y MATRICES 19 AVEMIDA 9-61 ZONA 11 SR GERHARDT MOLLER G.MANAGER

MULIIPLAST S.A. 48 AVENIDA 5-20 ZONA 7 SA CLINACO A. MOULES G.MANAGER

MEOPLAST S.A. 19 AVE 6-41 ZONA Il SR NICOLAS RATZAKIS NICOLAKAKIS G.MANAGER

NOVAPAK S.A. AVE PETAPA Y 39 C 18-45 Z12 SR ANTONIO NOISES LAMA ZIMERI G.MANAGER

" OLEFIMAS S.A. 8 CALLE 3-68 Zl V.«VA ING SERGIO URISE A. G.MANAGER

PLASTIKAL 13 CALLE 0-40 ZONA 12 SR FERNANDO FUENTES ROY G.MANAGER

PLASTICOS DEL CARISE S.A. 26 AVE 33-75 ZONA 12 SR CARLOS E. FUENTES 0. G.XANAGER
PLASTICOS ESTRUCTURALES 3 AVE 39-61 ZONA 8 ING ANGEL IVAN KARTINEZ MUNOZ G.MAXAGER
PLASTOMECANICA S.A. KM 15.5 CARRETERA AMATITLAX LIC MARIA GARAVITO QUINONEZ G.KANAGER

" POLINOUSTRIAS S.A. KM 12 V.CANALESf.DEL MONTE I#G CARLOS ARTURO SIERRA GROSS G.MANAGER

POLYMER S.A. CALZ AG.SATRES 34-08 ZONA 1110G RICARDO SANTOS MARTIMEZ G.MANAGER

PREPAC CENTRO AME RICANA S.A. 1 AVE 35-41 ZONA 12 SR JAIME JIMEMEZ S. G.MANAGER

PRMUCTOS Di FUTASIA S.A. 5 AVE 9 3-51 ZONA 9 SR SERGIO FERNANDO DACARET MOURRA PRESIDENT

PRODUCTOS Y MM DE URETAN0 48 AVE 1-68 EL ROMIC Z7 SR WILLIAM RENE VALDEZ RAMIRES G.MAMAGER
AUTOMIN & Co LTDA 10 AVENIDA 31-39 ZONA 5 SR ENRIQUE ARIMANY RIBE G.MAMAGER

TERNOfon S.A. CALZ. AG. SATRES 37-00 VI SR LUIS ROBERTO CEREZO HERRARtE G.MANAGER
VAJILLU EXILCA S.A. 27 AVE 33-04 ZONA 12 SR EDGAR EDMUNDO NAMNE VILLAGRAN G.MANAGER
VR COKRCIALES, 1 CALLE 8 12-86 Zi SR JOSE ANTONIO ARRIVILLAGA AVILA OWNER

MARUFACTURERS THAT CONTROL 90% OF THE COUNTRY PRODUCTION
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FUENTE BANGUAT
ANEXO B

IMPORTACIONES DE MATERIA PRIMA

VALOR CIF: MILES DE DOLARES

VOL: TON METRICAS

1987
VALOR

% VOL CIF

!.9 1088.4 733.6
S.5 29660.7 32348.9
1.0 1641.7 1239.6
!.7 673.4 1851.6
5.0 3138.7 2554.3

VALOR
% VOL CIF % VOL

1.9 770.6 1330.7 3.5 1484.5

83.5 30048.9 32123.3 85.0 34222.3

3.2 956.4 1414.8 3.7 1269.4

4.8 1008.0 427.8 1.1 180.8

6.6 2312.7 2494.6 6.6 2888.4

35096.6 37791.237651 .4 36202.9

1989
% VOL-
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