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o.53/56 HDIOC-COMMISSION ON PRISONERS-OF-WAR

Téit of statement made on December 2, 19535 by the
Canadian Representativee Mrs. A.L, Caldwell, in the
Third Committee of" the eighth session of the United
Nations General Assembly, New Yàrk, on agenda item
71 - Meésures for the peaceful solution of"the problem
of prisoners-of-war.

Not Voting resulte and the text of the resolution
adopted are included at the enid of thé statement.

to tThe importance wihich the Caxiadian Delegation attaches
th9t4hi prU0b4em,,now un4dz dis.stssion arises solely fqm the f'act

aQ it affects"initimately~ thé happines s and wei-being -o
tbousagds f-men womezn, aïdc cddrene, uman beings like our-
sevs Frta reaon. we'wil vote in f avour of the draft

resluio jointiv sposord by Autaia, Brazil, Cuba, Mexico,
Thai1pxnd, the United Kigdomî, and the United States.

We sincer~e3y reçgret that it has not been possible
to aOid enti,>4y, t1n'oughput this debate, the emphasis which

has at tie be aid on the polîtica divergences, which
"fOrtun4elare found amog the yvz'lois nations of the

'11rd.F'ou qr part, the Canadian Dleation desires most
eRrnety tà avoid azny wor'd of' racouz' or recrimination. We

l'eel that the ebat on thequestion f the prisoners-of-war
Offers to al4 mmers of th .e it d onsp notwdthstanding
their polit ic lideologies, a uni que occasion to testify
be±'0e th wol that no on~e wil1 refuse to do whatever it is
In his power' to do, to alleviete human sufferÎngs espe cially
inf this case where eight years afe th~e end of the var,

PrIOnrsar silin prison caps and vives, children,
an4 failiès.ar stl grievige-~deeply apprehensivep and

I do not~ ine to entear into details of -the
T(eQr sbmttd y heAdHoc Comssion. It is>a povin

Oectivlty. Pr seaksor itself. I'would merej.y like
0say that, in our opinion, the effQz'sof th Ad Hoc
OMssione set up by the United Na~tions ti 1950, show

Iligns ~ in e-n onths of aç,hevin3g at loqng lastaodes t
ýbt ncuraingmesure of ducss The recêi etr

'eworling arranigemients recently completed by the U..SR
ne Ce-cntan edCrssScitîs th~ Janse Red
CeOg ndoter rgniato ç clearly prv th artin.

POr.th.isMwe Nhul ai begatf
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We ail realize and sympathize witb the sufffe±'hgand devastation sufffered by the U.-SOS"R. during.the courseoff the Second World War. Ail countries on'the Allied sideearid indeed oni the side off our fformer enmis sfffered in~greater or iess degree. We can understand, too, theinte9s.ty off the feelings of the ýLsa pepe on thîs
dedcy9 off the great masses of the Rs4a pepl an inthe hiumax4 tarin traditions whiçch hav inpid in the pastthe th4nkirg off the4.r grefit Philosopher and wr1,ers> tobelieve that bitterness and resentment ill~ forever~ amatetheir attitude towards their, and ouir, fformer eriemies. Weshall cotiue to hopçe that a sàt~isfactry solution~ ofthis Ureat problem, w4ich has beeni enr e tq the UntitedNations, will soon be, reached; and that in consequence wewiil, at long last, be able to Close this very sad chapter
ini the history off mankind.

Votin, Re-m(t
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'Il* Note- with satisfaction that some progress has
taken' place in the repatriation of prisoners-of-war in
the course of the last two years, and expresses the hope
that those governments and Red Cross Societies which have
cOntributed to that progress will continue their efforts;

"2. Reiterates its grave and continuing concerp at
the evidence that large numbers of prisoners taken tn the
course of the Second World War have not yet been repatriated
Or otherwise accounted lfor;

113. arénl ueals to all governments and authorities
Which continue to hold risoners of the Second, World War to
act in conformity with the recognized standards of inter-
national conduct and with the above-mentioned ceosation or
active hostilities, ail prisoners should, wi.th the least
Possible delay, be given an unrestricted opportunity of
repatri ati on;

"4. Expres-ses it-s sincere aPPrgciation to the Ad
Hoc C-omis-sion f'or its'efforts to assist in a solution
Of the problem of prisoners-of-war; and requests the
Comission to continue its efforts to assist in a
solution of the p roblem of prisoriers-of-war under the
terms of ref-erence contained in the Qeneral Assembly's
resolution 427 (V) of 14 December 1950;,

5.Notes with satisfaction that a large emount of
v aluable information was made available to the Commission
IcOncerning.prisoners-of-war; but notes with concern that certain
governjueüts .and. authorities mentionLi in the' Report. of the
'COmjiîssion have so far refused to co-operatç with the
Commis-sion, which refusai represents the main obstacle
through Which'the best efforts of the Commission have
been frustrated;'

06. Urzeatlv ap'oeals to ail governments anid authorities
which have not alre-ady done so to give their full co-operation
to the Commission to supply the information requested by
it on aIl priseners of the Second World War .who are still
under their control and on such prisoners who'have died
while under their control.;'and to, grant the Commission
access to areas in which such prisoners -.are detained;

"7. Reouests the. 8ecretary-General to continue to
furnish the Commissilon with the staff and facilities
necessary f'or the effective accomplishment of its task;
and

"8. !ÊgiLests the Commission ta report as soon 'as
Practicable the results of its further work and possible
suggestions to the Secretary-General f'or transmission
to the Members of the United Nations."
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