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GOD’'S PROVIDENCE IN CALANITY.
BY REV. DUNCAN MORRISON, BROCKVILLE.,

"Loge xii 1-8:—+ There were present at that season some that told hm of the Gallleans, whom
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus m‘{hg;pld uato m h’”ﬁ
that these Galileann were sinners above all the Galileans, because x mf:‘ such things te

Nay: but, exce
{oo:er l;’ Bilu:'m felr

You have all doubtless heard of the
fearful calamity that took pluce a short
time ago in the city of Santiago, by which
about two thousund persons perished. A
few winutes before seven in the evening
of Tuesday, the 8th December last, more
than three thousand women, and a few
men, knelt together in a very grand Roman
Catholie church, with the view of paying
their devotions to the Virgin. It seems
that the church, the grandast in that part
of the world, was lighted up to an extra-
ordinary extent, with wax candles and
oamphene lampe, and “decorated in the
highast style with images and festoons.
Bome of these were formed of pasteboard
sud other inflammatory materials. One
vary large image of the Virgin was
placed upon the altar or stage, forming a
conspicuous object, and lighted up in a
splendid wanner by the strong lights
that were thrown upon it. More than
twenty thousaud lights in all were distri-
buted over the building, many of them
pendont from: the roof, furnished with
coloured globes, aud rendering the position
of the worehippers below very perilous in
the case of fire. There was one maiu en-
trance to the church, and two side doors,
very otrait, and used chiefly for admie-
sion to the sacristy. Here there was a
brilliant assembly, composed of the youth
sad beauty of the pluce, dressed out in
their gayost aud grandest autire. The
ehureh for several saccessive nights before
had blaged with a eea of lame and fluttered
with clouds «t musiia and draparics, forsit

YOL. 4.

t yo repent, ye shall all likewies perish. Or
and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all
Jerssalom 7 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”

n i'whom thie
mmt dwelt _h

was a festive season, in which orchestral
music and singing, and an immeénse pro-
fusion of lights, glittered and flared in every
part of the building. But 6n this night an
enthusiastic audience, greater and grander
than any before, filed overy nook, com-
posed, as T have said, of about three thou-
sand, mostly women, and many of them
there contrary to the desire of their hus-
bands. But the performance had scarcely
begun when the gigantic figure referred. to
on the altar caught fire, and in a momentthe
flame shot across the roof, snapping the
long, coloured globes, and dropping the
camphene Intnps among the guy assem-
blage below. In the panic all rashed to the
main door, which soon became choked up,
and not moie than a thousand of that
brilliant assembly, made up of the flower
and fashion of the place, escaped. It was
a fearfol sight to see women fainting,
screamiog, entangled in their long swell-
ing dresses, seeking to escape, and holding
out their jewelled hands for help, as the
remorseless flames came on—to see mothers-
and sisters—tender and timid women—
seized in the embrace of the flames, under
going the awful transformation—first a
dazzling blase, then a writhing spectacle of
agony; then a black calcined maes of dust
and ashes—all the beauty gone save the
jewels and gems which they loved to wear
upo: such occasions. In fifteen minutes
all was over and the church was burned
to the ground. The shrieks aad groass of
thowe Lwo thousand smerifices gave place
tu the stillness of the grave. *Of what s
NQ, 4.
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sight " one writes, ¢ the placid moon lopked | strange escapes and deliverances upon suck
“down upon’ ‘Close-packed crowds of cal- | occasions?  We answer by the special
“ cined, distorted foxms, wearing the fearful | providence of God—a providence uot sus-
“¢ expression of the last pang—the ghastly  pending or interfering with the laws of
« phalanxes of black statues twisted in every | matter, but working above it and inde
“variety of agony, stretching vut their arms , pendent of it altogéther.
* ag if imploring ruercy. Aund then of the  First, then, with regard to those cala-
“ heap that bad choked up the dour, mul- | mities and those that pevish in this way.
“ titudes were found with the lower parts Why, under the providence of a merciful
“ untouched, and some a shapeless mass, | Ged, should the tower of Silvam fall to
“ but with one arm or foot unscathed.” lthe destruction of eighteen persvns at’its
Now in view of this calamity there will base? Why should such a bloudy tyrant
be many to say that it was a judgment as Pilate Le permitted to slay a number of
because of great siu,just as in the case of | Jeluded WUI'ShippelS, and to “‘i“.‘:':"' their
those referred to in the text. And there blood with their sacrifices? Or why should
will be others in that city—the city of those two thousand persons referred to
Santiago, where the catastrophe took place perish in the flames and meet with such a
~—who escaped the fire, congratulating  death, ju the very act of deing hon.age o
themselves upon their safety. They were the Viigin whom they bud Leen taught
prevented from going by some untoward | from childhood to revere? The unswer is,
circumstance of which they thought hard ' that such calamities are permitted, not so
at the time; or, having gone, they were uch on account of those that die as those
rescued from the devouring flames in a : that Jive. God bas in view, ’}.mt s0 much
wonderful manner—because of having the siu of those that perish, as the good,
been led to take a seat near tho door—or | the well-being, the very salvation of those
because of strong help which they did not:upon whom the ¢nds of the world will
expect~—or presence of mind, or in eome, coinv. Such calamities are God's great
way which they cannot explain. This, lessous to men, which they can never for-
melancholy event then has two aspects— | gel—monuments to which they turn their
dgstruction in the one case, preservation in | eyes for ages aud learn instruction. There
the other. Why did so many perish and | are sins indeed wlhich are visited with
suffer such a death? Because they were : God’s wrath, upon which the divine judg
greater sinners than others? Nay, s:l}'sl ments come with sure and certain step—
Chuist, but unless ye repent ye shail all such as intemperance, uncleanness, impru-
likewise perish. Tlose did not perish be- | deunce, falsehiond, and folly in all its forms;
cause of their sins exceeding their fellows; | so that just us sure as you find the penalty, |
but they perished that others might live ‘ you can predicate the foreguing sin. When
--be benefited and instructed—tbat error | you see the drunkard’s pale-fuced children
might be exposed and God’s truth revealed | walking barefoot through the s.ow, hold
in a clearer light. ¢ Master, who sinned . ing out their skinny bands for bread, or
said the disciples of old to the Saviour;  cnter bis bouse and see its saduness and
“ this man or his parents that hie was Lorn | desolation, you cenciude at once with the
blind # « Neither this man nor bis parents, ; ancient Jew that this man as well as bis
but that the works of Gud should ba mani- parents have sinned. Or if you sce a man
fust in him #  Then, why were there any | who once occupied a goud position in the
savod! how are we to account for the, wotld, losing caste—his word lightly
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gpoken of —his character freely canvassed— ; been rescued from destruction: that are in-
his company shunned by good mep—you  grained both in body and in soul with
may be sure that there is a cause—that, pollution. You can infer nothing from’
this is but the consequence of moral de- | such calamities as to the moral character
linquency —that there has Lecn a relaxing | of those who suffer. They are lessons for
of high principle—a disregard to the claims , the hn% rather than judgments upon the
of Gnd--an indiflerence to his Loly eye: | dead; foralthough all suffering is preceded
and he who governs the world in righte- | by sin either in the race or in the indivi-
ousness weans that he should suffer, that | dual, yet the suffering may not be penal
he <hould'come under the suspiciovs of his | Lut paternal, and become a vehicls of pre-
fellows, and be treated with the culd,uom Llessings to the world. It is impor-
shoulder and the averted look, and th«,' tant that we should keep this distinction

want of credit and confidence. TLere are | in view, or we will ran into the ancient
sins and vices which are followed up in-, error of concluding, whenever we see great
variably with God’s rightevus retributivn,  sotrow or a great misfortune, that there
so that just as sure as you ecan see the must 1 ecessarily have been great antece-
suffering, you can pronounce upon the sin| dent sin.  On the contrary, the great suf-
which has been its cause. But there are fering which a man has to endure may
sorrows and sufferings that come upon men | ouly bu the means of making him move
where you esnnot sv pronodunce—where it | precious in the sight of God, and not only
would be wrong to say that there has been | so, but a greater blessing to his fellow-
previous cuilt. I refer to all such suffer- men. The grentest suflerer this world ever
ings as are indicated in the text, and flow- ;saw was its greatest benefactor, because
ing frome calamities which we cannot suffering not for hun:elf, but for those that
prevent, and over which we have no con- ) should believe in his great name. Andin
trol.  Great suffering has come upon the a lower sphere we see the same principle
world in consequence of war, pestilence, | of vicarivusness in the works and ways of
famine, fire, and shipwreck. Such cala-| Gold. A thousand disasters and shipwrecks
mities take place in every land and in have taken place around our shores, and
every age, whether we will or no, and in-, ten thousaud p.ecious lives have been
volve in misery the innocent and the, sacrificed thereon; but these shores are the
guilty, the parent and the child. One:safer now because of those disasters, and
event happeneth to all—the wise and the | the beacon lights of Cape Race and St
foolish apparently without any discrimin- Pauls, together with all the other precau-
ation. The Cliristian soldier falls as readily ' tions and improvements, are the fruit of
upoti the bettle-field «s the profane wretch | all those calamities. The battle-fisld is
that neither fears God nor regards man;, strewn with the wounded and the dead,
the licentious villain that i3 hastening, and the sad news are followed with many
across the sea to escape th.e hand of justice, a widow's wail and many an orphan’s tear,
is perhaps one of the few that are saved in | but the fruit of that victory is liberty to
the wreck, while youth and beauty and | the slave, and the opening of the prison
innocence perish in the depths below; the  doors to those that are bound. Ten thou-
devout worshipper is overtaken in hxs de- sand perish upon the field, but they form
votions and wrapped in flames; the pivus 'a sort of bridge upon which those that
-mineris among the number that are choked | come after will be able to pass over in
with the fire-damp, while not a few have l safety. The martyr goes forward to. the
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stake; or bares his neck upon the scaffold,
iri.order that the vleaming axe may do its
" work, and all this because of some invisible
truth which the world will not and cannot
receive; but on that night, when men go
to their homes and speak of the patience
of the sufferer that died before their eyes
looking up to heaven—the holiness of his
life—the blessedness of his death—the
truth for which he died receives a promi-
nence which it never did before, and the|
scaffold becomes a pulpit which preaches
louder than fen thousand ordinary lives
could do, and sends forth light and truth
over all the land. And so in the case be-
fore us—the conflagration of the chapel of
Santiago, in which two thousand persons
perished in a night. Here; however, it
was not the witnessing to a truth but an
error, that was the occasion of the calamity. |
But an errvor ig just the wrong side of a
truth; and when an error is demolished

you have done a great deal towards the
establishing the counterpart truth. And
1 venture to say that the supexstiﬁons con-
nectetd with Mariolatry—superstitions that
have taken a wonderful hold of the human
mind, both in tbis and other lands,—will

THE GOOD NEWS,

the world shows this and gives a desp
meaning to the words of the Lord Jesus,
when he said, ¢ Others have laboured, and
ye have entered into their labours.” And
again, “ Except a corn of wheat fall into
the ground and die, it abideth alone;" but
if it die it briogeth forth much fruit”
His sufferings indeed stand apart from all
other sufferings—His death from all other
deaths, and yet it harmonizes with others
in" a lower sphere, for the principle of
vicariousness runs through all the works
and ways of God, and only eulminates in
its full glory upon the ‘cross. Not one
drop of blood which he shed was shed in
vain; not owe of his words fell to the
ground, and the same may be said in a
restricted sense of all the sufferings and
labours of men, and especially of Christian
men. But wbile -all such sufferings and
disasters as I have referred to have a'bright
side—while they are all redemptive in their
nature, and fitted to work out good results
under the providence of God to those that
shall come after, they bave a dark side also.
They have a voice of warning to those that
remain in their sins. ‘They are the pre-
monitory drops that come on before the

=%

relax their grasp, and that ever as the 8th | storm—the forecastings and foreshadow-
of December comes round, which with the | ings of that doom which awaits the finally
seven preceding days, was wont to be the|impenitent. ¢ For if these things be done
celebration of the Immaculate Conception, | in the” green tree, what shall be done in
it will come with missionary power in be-| the dry?” If the comparatively innocent,
half of the gospel, and serve as a battering | becoming vietims of error, fall sacrifices for
ram to destroy the walls of error, the claims ! others, what shall become of those who,
of Mary and every other name that can be ) better enlightened and more frequently
nawed, except the name of Jesus. { warned, refuse instruction and cleave to
It is through a baptism of blood that:their sins? ¢ Think ye those Galileans
the human race is to reach the perfection | were sinners above alt the Galileans, be-
of their powers—to dominion over the ele- | cause they suffered such things? I tell
ments—to the attainment of truth whether | you, Nay : but, except yo repent, ye shall all
natural or revealed. It is through a bap- | likewise perigh.”
tiem of Dblood that errors are to be dissi-
pated and truths established, and that we| Second aspect of this case—the provi-
are to wmake our pathway to glory and |dence of God in preservation. Scarcely
bonour and immortality. The Listory of jany great disaster fakes place, attended
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wwith the loes. of life, without' remarkable
yeicues and deliverances. This was the
case in the great calamity reférred to.
Upwards of a thousaud made their escape,
and some of them in a wonderful maunner
—not to spoak of those who, by strange

hindrances thrown in the way, were pre-

vented from going to the festival. Here
is another aspect of the case equally worthy
of our rvegard. What are we to under-
stand by the providence of God in calamity ?
Is it that (Fod suspends the operation of
patural law, thus providing a way of
escape? Is it that he vestrains the fire
from its action, or calms the storm, or
turns aside the fatal shaft? Not at all.
We must look back of these things if we
would seek an intelligent account of the
providence of God in calamity, The tower
of Siloam fall doubies, accordmg to the
law of gravitation; the Sunday sailing
party peushed according to the law of
storms, or from want of skill to manage
their craft; and the church of Santiago
was burnt according to the law of combus-
tion. Providence does not int:rfere in the
operation of these laws or any other law;
but notwithstanding the inflexible action
of natural ]aw—-the constant and invariable
procedure of cause and effect—there is
room: for the higher operation of the divine
hand.

There are two ways in which ‘God can
deliver me jn time of calamity. He can
avert the blow or the flying fragment so
that it will not strike me; or he ecan, in his
own mysterious way, move me from the
point of danger, and in cither case I shall
‘be safe. Now, it i3 not the former but the
latter of these methods that he adopts.
Kzod does not arrest the thunderbolt, or
turn asice the arrow of death, but he
touches a2 mental chord, inducing the man
whom he would save for the present to

)

i &
which proves a place of safety in the crash
ot he may throw hmdrances i your w
86 that you may botoo late for the ill %’mi
vessel, or the splendid festival that is €
end in flames. The thin column of so'l-
diers, sent out a3 a forlorn hope to storm
the breach, are thinned down still farther
with

“ Canuon to the right of them,

Cannon to the left of them.”

and the wonder is that any escape. But
He whose eye is upon every beating heart;
and upon every fatal shaft, can find a
pathway of safety amidst the arrows of
death for the man that He would save.~—
By turnings and windings—by reverses
and restraints and ways past ﬁud'ing out,
he makes his way in safety and returns in
triumph. A thousand has fallen at his
side and ten thousand at his right hand,
but death did not come nigh unto him—
Such are said to be saved as by a miracls,
and the impression is that God interposés
in the working of natural laws, and so
saves them. Now there is nothing nir-
aculous in the case,—understanding by
that term the suspension of cause and
effect—but there is something far more
precious. There is a providence over
men, nearer and more spiritual than this.
There is a haud unseen*by mortal eye, but
which touches every man’s inner life,
leading you aund guiding you in all your
outgoings and incomings. This brings
God far nearer to_ us than the miraculous

view. That brings him to the walls of
the building, this into contact with the
heart. That would prevent the flame

from kindling upon you, but this would
earry you away in sphit to a place of
safety. Here, then, back of all peradven
tures, and calamities and casualties lies the

» special protecting providence of God. Not

in izterpositions. or marvels, or miracles, Lut

take another seat in the doomed train—to  in tha hearts and lives of men doss ‘God

cccupy spother position in the bmldmg | work,

Heére, deep down ‘@ the hidden
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aprings of action, is the finger of God,:un:

geen by moutal eye, but not unfelt or un-
r,eq.cvgmsed by his children, effecting special
providences; and here there is room for
filial trust and believing prayer, for the
Lord is - thy keeper O Christian, He will
not suffer thy foot to be moved. He that
keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold
He that keepeth Israel shall neither slum-
ber nor sleep.

- And then again, if we cannot count
upon God’s interfering in our bebalf in
the midst of calamity, except in the way
I bave stated, neither are we to presume
upon his preservation in the way of neg-
lect orcarelessness. If you are going to
make a journey you must attend to the
conditions of safety. Piayers alone will
noi do.

fane.conductor. And the fire will burn
as furiouely in the timbers of the house of
the saint as the sinner. It is not enough
that the company pray fervently before
they embark upon their voyage. They
must see that the vessel is in every respect !
seaworthy,—the commander competentand
possessing the proper qualities and reputa-
tion. Piety will not release you from
such precautions. It does not supersude
the working of natural law. Such a

thing would lead to all manner of neglects |
and carelessnesses and confusions; but;

these conditions being attended to, as far
as you can attend to them, and your eye
heavenward, how safe is your "path by
“night and day! True, the righteous man
often falls a sacvifice to the evils of life,
but it is only in his outward and marsrial
estate, notin his spiritual and higher inter-
ests.  Over all these is the j.otecting
hand of Jehovah, preserviug him from
evil, preserving his soul from this time
henceforth and even forever. There are
no joints in the harness of his spiritual
-equipment, through which the arrow of
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the enemy may find its way. There isno
vulnerable’ point. from head to heel, over
which the baptism of grace has not been
poured. Read in this light how precious
and how ‘true that ancient psalm which
the voice of Inspiration uttered in reference
to God’s care-over fis beloved Son and
all His cLildren in Him! He that
dwelleth in the secret place of the most
High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty,” Psalm xci. 1. Blessed ave they
who come under the wings of the Al-
mighty and who have entered into an
everlasting covenant with Him. At no
time will God’s Llessed care be withheld
from them. At no time will they be
greatly moved. There is an atonement
to which they can lovk in their darkest

The axle will snap as readily | hours—there is a righteousness in which
with the prayerful conductor as the pro-

they can stand before (od with songs of
Jjoy upon their bead. There is a shield of
faith to protect them from the fiery darts
of the wicked one. There is a Saviour
with them always, even to the end of the

world.  You are exposed to danger, O
christian, but you are safe in the danger
{ because of ycur union to Him that has
entered’ as your Forerunner into glory ; nay,
through Him you will be more than a con-
queror. God’s promise of safety runs
along the whole line of that glorious eternity
that lies before you—in the hour of-temp-
tation—in the time of trial—in the pasaage
through the dark valley—in that day
when Christ shall descend from heaven with
great powerand glory, and when the dead,
small and great, shall be gathered for the
judgment. God's protecting care is from
this time forth even ‘forever; at no time
will it be withdrawn. Let imagination
take wing and soar away to the altitudes
of the blessed life that lies before you,
still above its highest reaches and noblest
crowns will this truth be seen written as
with a sunbeam. Let the pilgrim travel

forward in-spirit to far distant ages'in:the

A
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world of light and love to which he aspires,
and wander upon the banks of the river
of life, amid the shining multitude .hat
sing the song of Moses and t.hf Lamb with
undimmed eye and unstainéd soul, still,
be will find himself under the protective
shadow of God, and will say of the Lord,
He is my refuge and my fortress, my
God, in Him will I trust. He shall
cover me with His feathers and under His
wings shall I trust. His truth shall be
my shield and buckler.

I have thus spoken of the two aspects
which a cilamity presents, destruction on
the one hand and preservation on the
other. Thero is another truth conveyed
in the text—namely the necessity of re-
pentance—which I must reserve for an-
other occasion; but in conclusion lot, me
observe that while protection is certain to
the righteous—protection in their highest
interests—there is none for him that re-
fuseth + instruetion—that stands at a dis-
tance from God—unrenewed in the spirit
of his mind. God indeed preserves all
men for temporary and probationary pur-
poses—even the wicked until the day of
His power. Without his watchful eye
and guiding hand the blasphemer would
drop down while uttering his oath, and
the right hand of the wicked wouil lose
its eunning in its first act of violence; but
the everlasting protection of which we have
been speaking is that which God extends
to His own dear children. And you, C
sinner, cve not His child. You are a
lonely wanderer, cut off from heaven and
holiness, and life and love, and G'o‘?l and
the spirits of just men, You are a wan-
dering star, broken loose from the sweet
influeuces of heaven and tosuch is reserved
the blackness of darkness forever. You
are lonely, for it is the nature of sin to
isolate and séparate from all that is pre-
cious. Soon every tie that now binds you
to earth'will be broken,~—uvery hope you

4
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niow cherish will be quenched-—every re-
lationship you now value will be Blasted
—every possession which you now hold
will be taken from you, and you will in-
deed: be poor .and miserable and wretched
and blind and naked. Take heed to the

words of the Lord Jesus, “ Except yorepent

ye shall all likewise perish.”
THE ADVANTAGES OF HOME
VISITING.

TO MINISTERS.

“ An old soldier was fond of talking of
the war, of battles and struggles of past
days, the memory of which stirred our
hearts. Whenever, in the introduction
to one of my sermons, I alluded to those
stirting events, those engagements, thoge
hard conflicts, his sympathy was aroused,
and he would accompany me a little fur-
ther into a consideiation of that other

[ warfare and those other triumphs of the

flesh and of the Spirit, which are contrary
one to the other. Upon another occasion,
I chanced to see a young man wha was
following a plough in a field alone, shed-
ding tears. I did not like to notice it at
the time lest he should feel embarrassed ;
but I soon contrived to find out that he,
had recently left his home and his belovéd
parents, and that the furmer in whose ser-'
vice he was, treated him roughly; it was a
case evidently of home-sickness, Now this
was a complaint I too well ‘knew ; I spoke
a few friendly words to him, and wheb, on
the following Sunday, I dwelt upon the
sufferings of the home-sick, and then passed

‘on to the spiritual Jonging for our heavenly

Father’s house, X could ses plainly that the *
young man understood me.

Indeed, I generally found that thoss
whom I had visited in the course of the
week, or with whom I had some conveérsa-
tion, were pretty sure to come to church
on the Sunday; aud, accordingly, I con-
trived that my sermon should have some
particular reference to their case, and
should be caloulated to strike where Ihad
found them vulnerable. This established ,
confidential relations between us. The
individual believed that I spoke for him

alons, and that he alone fully yanderstood
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me;.and yet he was only one of many
who found themselves in the same condi-
tion., For, 1 repeat it, he who hits the
ouse of one hits ‘the case of a class; and
besides, whatever has the impress of truth
and reality, will interest even those who
are not directly concerned therein.

“ Expariences such as these gave before
long an entirely nmew character to my
preaching; I began invarisbly with every-
day incidents of actual occurrence, and
then by analogy sought to lead my hear-
ers on to the spiritual truths of the king-
dom of God.

I remember ore sermon in particular,
suggested to me by the fact of a child
having, through fear of well-deserved

punishment run off into the wood, and

when evening came being missed by the
parents, who instantly instituted an anx-
lous search, and at length found the little
truant asleep in the brasbwood. I first
painted the fear and apprehension of the
child, and its consequent flight; then the
love of the parenta who sought their child;
and at last, the joy aud happiness of child
and.parents when the wanderer was found ;
and I pointed out how the Lord was come
to seek and save lost children and lost
parents both. Then, again, a fire that
broke out and burnt down a mill afforded
a rich vein of illustration; and so did the
varicus occupations of agricultural life—
sowing, reaping, ploughing, harrowing,
droughts, floods—whatever excited cus-
tomary hopes and fears, was sure to rouse
attention. Deaths and domestic events in
general were often alluded to with much
advauntage.” — My Ministerial Experience.

THE SABBATH.

aatan,

{éwom the pen of the Rev. Dr. Worpsworny,
Cenon of Westminster Abbey,and nephew
of the late Poet Luureate.)

O day of rest and gladness
O day of jey and light,
Q balm of care and sadness,
Most beautiful, most brightt
On thee, the high and lowly,
Bending before the Throne,
Sing Holy, Holy, Holy,
T’ the Great Thres in One,

On thes, at the Creation,
The light first had-its bisth;

w=Seletied.
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On thes, for our salvation,
Christ rose from depths of earth;
On thee our Lord victorious
The Spirit sent from heaven,
And thus on thee most glorious
A triple light was given,

Thou art a port protected
From storms that round us rise;
A garden intersected
‘With streams of Paradisé;
Thou art a cooling fountain
In iife’s dry, dreavy sand;
From thee, like Pisgah’s mountain,
‘We view our Promised Land.

Thou art a holy ladder,
‘Where angels go and come:
Each Snnday finds us gladder,
Nearer to heaven, our home
A day of sweet reflection,
Thou art a day of love;
A day of resurrection
From earth to things above,

To-day on weary nations
The heavenly manua falls;
To holy convocations
The silver trumpet ¢alls,
Where Gospel light is glowing .
With pure and radiant beams, *
And living water flowing
With soul-refreshing streams.

New graces ever gaining
From this our day of rest,
We reach the Rest remaining
'T'o spirits of the blest;
To Holy Ghost be praises,
To Father and to Son;
The Church her voice upraises,
To thee, blest Three in One
BE STRONG. .

———

Take thy staff, O pilgrim,
Haste thee on thy way;

Let the morrow find thes
Farther than to-duy.

If thou seek the eity
Of the Golden Street,
Pause not on thy pnthway
Rest not, weary feet

In the beuvenly journey
Press with zeal along;

Resting will but weary, .

Running make thee etrong.
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THE FUTURE.

THE KNOWN AND THE UNKNOWN.

————

Has the Christian really ne advantage
over the unbeliever in respect to the know-
ledge of the future? Tt 1s alieged that he
has not—but let us sea.

Now it is right that we should acknow-
ledge the disruption which has taken place
between tiis world and all other worlds.
Although we have no definite information
on the point, wa cannot help feeling that
we have been parted from the great con-
tinent and community of being, and that
we are lying, like a detached and isolated
rock, among the breakers of an angry sea,

By the incarnation and work of Christ
the broken communication with the great
father-land have been resumed, and pre-
parations are making for a final returu of
this earth into the light, and its re-estab-
lishment among the righteous worlds.
Indeed, it seems that though it is small
among the thousand worlds that fill the
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lies through that valley which is covered
with mist, but beyoud it I see myself
emerging on the hill of heaven, and all
the rest is clear and bright.

Theu, first, s to that unknown part
there are rinny. considerations which pre-
vent me from deploring my ignorance of
iti—1. It isreally a very little portion of
my existence that is thus under the shadow
—itis but a handbreadth. 2. Although
I do notknow the particular elements that
are to make it up, I know that the whole
vesult is to be good. 8. And although I
cannot trace the windings of the stream in
that hidden part, I see it issuing from the
darkness, and rolling far away, and for ever,
in the sunshine of heaven. ~ 4. Every ona
who is in the habit of vexing himself with
possible disappointments must feel that the
vexation would become intolerable if they
wereannoun-ed as certain and unavoidable,
How could Ilisten to my child’s merr
laugh if I knew that six months bence it
would be in the grave? 5. And low
many sweet surprises of love and mercy

sky, it is yet destined to become the great- i we would lose, and the swelling' tide of

est of them, and to be the favourite dwell-
dog--place of Emmanuel (Ps exxxii.
13, 14). :

In the meantime, however, we are pass-
ing through shaded skies, and we are often
plunged iuto utter darkness, which we
neither wonder at nor deplore. We do
net wonder at it, for we know the derange-
ment that has happened to us. We know
that here, upon this earth, the great battle
of the universe—who shaii rule,—the
creature or the Creator—is being fought,
not by God and the Devil only, but Ly
every soul of man taking the one side or
the other. Aud we do not wonder that
in such a universal strife the earth should
be covered with dust, and that the aiv
should be filled with darkuess, and that we |
should not be able to see things clearly, or |
atall. Askthesoldier what be saw in the
battle-field. Ask him if he understood
the evolutions of the fight. He will teil
you frankly that he saw yothing but smoke,
and understood nothing but the word of
gommand,

My position as ‘a Christian, then, is
simply this—=I do not know what isto
bappen to me bere, hut I kuow what is to

gratitude, if every good thing we were to
got was proclaimed beforehand?  And
finu.iy, How difficult it would be for us
tc walk with an acgniescent spirit in the
path which was announced to us as our
future path? Ifthe future were to'be
announced to, it could not be the possible
nor the alterable future, but the absolute
future;—thie things'that we would infal-
libly do, and the things that would infal:
libly happen to us. Now, I do not kiow
how others feel, but I own that I would
not like to have been putto a test like that
—to be told noti only what I ought to do,
but what I would do. For I would have
been ever tempted to try what strength
there was in these declarations of the future.
1 say, my proud self-will would have been
iempted to try whether it’ could not defeat
God’s coungel, and, when H: said that to-
mortow 1 would do so and s0, whether 1
could not do something else.

But thank God, 1 am to be guided by
Iy DUTY, not by my DESTINY.

[ have said that there is an impenetrable
mist upon this valley, which hides all ob-
jeotsormisshapes them. To the Christian,
‘however, that daurkness is iuterpenetrated

happen to me bereafier. My earthly path

by the True Light that shines, There ia
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Bot a-spot on eatth, nor a point in time,
thet is not filled witk the glory of Him
who filleth all things; and there is not
a‘more blessed hour given to him than
that which he spends in contemplating
and considering the wonderful works of
God, as they rise in suecession from the
darkness into the beautifu! light of heaven.
He cannot see their bearings, or their con-
neotions, or their purpeses, for they stand
out like the mountain-tops in the morning
sunj but that they have a mutual bearing
and connection he no more doubts than
the man whosees the mountain-tops doubss |
that they have body and basement.

And then, secondly, as to the future
that is known. If any one is disposed to
complain that the revelations of it .are
meagre and indisancet, he must remember,
upon the one hand, that truth is given us
now as we are able to bear it, and that the
reserve which God exercises is a merciful
one; and, upon the other hand, that there.
is nothing .neagre or indistinct about the
grand truth which carries along with it all
possible perfection, and all concsivable
hagpiness—the truth, namely, that our
endless lifeis to be spent (without iuter-
mizture of sin and sorrow) in the pre-
sence of the Lamb, and in the service of
God. Thissatisfied David— Surely good-
ness and merev” (not thisor that particular
event, but good and merciful events) “shall
follow me all the days of my lifs, and I}
shall dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever.?

And it satisfied Paul who knew not
the things that shall befall him bere, and
was not moved by the:n, but desire to|
depart and be with Chiist, which was far
batter thau living here, even though for
him to live was Christ. And I can sym-
pathize with the feeling of thas dying
woman, wh 1nticipated such rapture from
the visionu: Lhrist that, when her husband
strove to comfort her with the prespect of
a happy reunion, she frankly told him that
it would be a hundred yezis before she
would be able to take her eyes off Christ
to look at him.

To be with Christ, and -to be like Christ,
are the two indispensable elements of a
happy eternity for us, and these two things
are firmly scoured to bulievers by the ever-
lasting covenant, ** Father, I will that they j
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 also whom thou hast given me be with me

where I am, to behold my glory which
thou hast given me.” “ And it doth not
yet.appear what we shall be, but we know
that when he shall appear we shall be like,
Lim, for we shall see hiin as he 8. + Az
for me I will behold thy face in righteous-
ness. [ shall be satisfied when [awake
with thy likeness.”

Then, at last, whenr Christ returns to
receive His people to himself—when he
gathers His eiect from the four winds of
heaven, and when He comes forth to meet
and marry His gloiions Bride—then that
grent trutli which we have been celebrating
shall be demonstiated, and the blest and
the lost alike shall see how able He was tc
save unto the uttermost them that come.
unto God by Him.

It would have been pleasent to have rested
here awhile and to have spokey to the
children of God upon the joys of “our
gathvring ®together unto  Christ "—our
gathering out. of every nation and tribe
and tongue—our gathering together—-those
who hane been parted by the estrange-
ments of sin, or by the distances of earth
or by the strokes of death—all gathered
from these dispersions into one—into one
place, and, better still, into one person—
even Jesus; as St. Paul-declarés when he-
says, that our gathering is not a gathering:
to heaven, nor a gathering, merely, one
to another, bat a gathering together unto
Him. * - e

But I must not enter upon that inviting
theme. My failing time warns me that
my reader and 1l must now part—not,
however, without an earnest prayer t}mt
we may be permitted to resumethe subject
in that Housa of the Lord whither all true
pilgrims are hastening, apd from which,
once they have reached it, they shall go
out no more for ever.— Clampbell's Power

;of' Jesus Christ to Save.

— e R v

HOW TO GET THE VICTORY.

Long have T laboured to give the Lord
wy heart, but I see the }'Jord alone can
tuke it from me. Long Dave T strove te
tear out the corruptions from my heart,
but they will never stir till Clwist says,
“ Come out;” and Christ will never speak
destiuction to ¢hem till T simply apply te
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him with the prayer of faith. I used to
watch, and when: teniptations cawme, I
prayed;—so far T was rightj—=but after
praying, I fought the enemy in my own
strength; and here I did - foolishly, and
smarted for my folly; and: then I used to
fret against the-Lord because of my defeat.
Many a sore and long conflict bave I had
of this kind. Spmetimes I have fought a
whole fortnight together against a single
corruption; and =t last, when I thought I
could fighs no longer, and was ready to
surrender, to my great surprise the enemy
fled from. me: the reason of which I did
pot ther understand, but now I koow.
While I was fighting my own battles, and
relying upen my o'wn wisdom and strength,
Jesus could not strike a stroke. But when
Y cast myself at the Lord’s feet he took up
thesword and did valiantlv. O my graci-
ous Lord, I love thee! Thou shait now
be my Captain, as well as my counsellor;
my arm every moment, my salvation sll
the day long?!

If any one had asked me, six weeks ago,
«Jg Christ to be your strength ¢ I should
have replied, « Yes, to besure.,” But then
I thought that his strength was to help
ount my feeble endeavours, just as Ithought
his merits were to help out my merits,
when I was secking for pardon. 1 did not
make himmy wkole strenyth in the battle,
but only a second in the engagement.
When we admit Christ to be our all in all,
then he will make us morethan conquerors.
Come then, my brother, let us watch and
pray againstsin, and losk upto Jesus alone,
for help. “Watch and pray,” is Christ’s |
word ; let it be ours also.—Berridge.

l
|

!

THE DISEASED LIMB.

—

A young wan, who had been long con-
fined with a diseased limb, and was near
his dissolution, was attended by a friend,
who requested that the wound might be
uncovered. When this wasdone, ¢ There,”
said the young man, “there it‘is and a
precious treasure it has been to mej it
saved me from the folly and vanity of youth;
it made me cleave to God as my only
portion, and to eternal glory as my only
bope:and I think it hath cow trought me
very near to my Father's house.”
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THE BOOK.

(THE BIBLE.)

'This Book——this holy book~—on every line’
Mark’d with the seal of high divinity ;
On every leaf bedew’d with-drops of lave
Divine,—and with the aternal heraldry;
And signature of God Almighty stamped,
From first:to Iast—this ray of sacred light, -
This lamp from off the eternal throne,—
Mercy brought-down: and in the night of
time
Stands, casting on the dark no gracious bow,
And evermore beseeching men, with tears
And earnest sighs, to read,—bclieve,—and
live. -

The wise man, says the Bible, walks with
God—

Burveys, far on, the endless line of life;

‘Values his soul—thinks of eternity,—

Both worlds considers, and provides for both;
With reason’s eye his passions guards: ab-
stains )
From evil ; lives on hope~—on hopethe frui$
Of faith : looks upwerd ; purifies his soul,~

Expands his wings, and mounts into the sky 3

Passes the sun, and gains his Father's houses

And drinks with angels fromthe fountof
bliss.

—Pollok,

KEPT AT HOME.

Lord, thy servants are now praying in the
church, and I am here staying at home, de-
tained by necessary dccasions, suck as are
not of my secking but of thy sending ;my
care could not prevent them, my power could
not remove them., Wherefore, though I can-
not go to church, there to sit down at table
with the rest of thy guests, be pleased, Lord,
to send me a dish of their meat hither, and
feced my soul with holy thoughis, Eldad
{Numb. xi. 26) and Medad, though staying
stil} in the camp (no doubt on just cause),
yet prophesied as well as the other elders.
Though they went not out to the Spirit, the
Spirit came home to them. Thusneverany
dutiful child lost hislegacy for beingabsent
at the making of his father's will, if at the
same time he were employed about his
father’s business. I feartoomany at charch
have their bodics there, and minds at home.
Belhiold, in exchange, my body here and
heart there. Though I cannot pray with
them I pray for them. Yea, this comforts
me, Iam with thy congregation, because I
would be with it.—Thomas Fuller.
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How carelexsly we put the number of
the current year to the date of a letter.—
Wao have done it ever since we could write.
And before that, it used to be written for
us like copperplate, on the clean new copy-
book, till it shone on the brightly bound
prize at school or college. When yon
sign-a transfor, attest a signature, -or give
& receipt, the same four figures are me-
chanically added. Wken you put yorr
name to the marrjage contract, registered
the baby’s birth, or wrote out the inscrip-
tion for the white stone that covers all
you loved, the traces which struck you
less than auy the pen drew were the clos-
ing figures 18—. Those four figures,
what do they mean? Changing with the
changing year, with the decade, with the
century—they do ever anew attest a love
unchaaging and divine. AxNo DomiNr—
what is. its signification? It tells me that,
a8 many bundred years ago, Oxg, about
whom, -up to this hour, I have felt little
more concern than about any othersage or
benefactor of our race—OxE left the bosom
of heaven to die for me.

Why does language altogether fail 3—
Why are there no words, unused hitherto
—words nut so familiar and dull in onr
ears, that might express, and not fail to
startle, carrying the message of a love like
this? Awxno DomiNi—so carelessly writ-
ten, passed over as the paging of the book
or the vagie etcetera—it 1s the blood
upon the lintel, which waras death’s angel
from my door. It is the mark of the
Lamb, which cries to the avenger of blood,
Pass oveEr:  Why did. not*Satan, who
has been able in so,many ways to cloud
the great sacrifice from man's eye, not
make the reckonings of his world to depart
from some other point than the era of
GraceE? China lets ber cycles Tun out
under each new emperor's name. Butin
Christendom, .we keep all our reckon-
ings under shadow of the manger of Beth-
lehem.

Wanderer from thy God, misled and
befooled till now by the god of this Jost
world, who arrivest near the journey's
end, having neglected ordinances, and lost
thy Bible by the way, raise thine eye!—
See one way-mark left, planted by a bleed-
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ing hand in this waste for thes. He know
that to-day thou shouldst atop here for a
moment to gaze on it. It speaks of his
blood, his love, his saerifice, Euch time
you see the date of this passing year, take
it for a sign of that love which language
cannot render, until you take Hmst for
your own. Let it say, “He loved me,
and gave himself for me”” Let it not
only carry to the books of God its tales of
war and- erime, with all the events.and
ongoings of your daily life, but also wit-
ness that, on one of its short-lived days,
it saw you turn from sin and idols to xerve
, the God of love. Even if yon refuse to
[ tarn at his call, if still your eye avoid the
Bible page, your foot turn from the sanc-
tuary, vour lip from the cup of blessing,
the year of grace shall show forth, befors
you and all men, the Lord’s death till
he come.—The Soul-Gatherer, by M. F.
Be rbour.

A TIGER STORY.

Lucy and Fanny were two little girls, who
lived with their papa and mamma in London.
When Lucy wassix, and Fanny five years
old, their uncle George came home from
Indie. 'This was a great joy to them; he.was
so kind, and had so much to tell them about
far-away places, and strange people, and ani-
mals, and things, such as they had never seen.
They never wearied of hearing his stories,
| and he did not seem to weary either of them.

One day after dinner, they both climbed on
his knees; and Lucy said—

«Q uncle, do tell us a tiger storyl We
have seen a living tiger in the Zoological
Gardens; aid what r fiercelooking animal it
was. We were afraid to go near the bars
of its iron house. Uncle, did you ever ses
thera in India?”

#Yas, indeed I have, both alive and dead;
and very fierce they were.”

“ o tell us about them then, uncle. Do
not the tigers sometimes run away with little
children?” .

«Yes, if they are very hungry, and cun get
near them, withoat being seen. I will tell you
a story ghout a tiger and a baby, which hap-
pened to some friends of my own.”

« Qh, that will be so mice.”

«Well, this gentleman and lady had oae
sweet Little baby, and they had to take a very
long journey with it, throngha wild part of
India. There were no houses there, ang they
had to sleep in a fent. That isa kindof 2
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hounse made of cloth, by driving high sticks
firmly into the ground, and then drawing
curtaing all over them. 1tis very comfort-
able and cool-in a warm couatry, where there
i8 no rain; bat then there are no doors or win-
dows to shut as we do at night, to make.all
gafe. Que night they had to sleep in a very
wild place, nedr a thick wood. The lady said
~—+0h, I feel so afraid to-night; I cannot tell
you how fiightened I am. I know there are
many tigers and wild animals in the wood:
and what if they shoald come upon us?” Fer
husband replied, My dear, we will make the
servants light a five, and keep wateh, and
_you need have no fear; and we must put our
trogt in God. So the lady kissed her baby,
and put it into its cradle; and then she and
her husband knelt dowa together, and prayed
to God to keep them frown every dunger; and
they repeated that pretty verse, ¢I will both
lay me down in peace, and sleep; for thou,
Lord, only makest me dwell in safety.”

“Jn the middle of the night the lady started
up with a_loud ery, * O my baby! my baby!
1 dreamed just now that a great tiger had
crept below the curtains and ran away with
my child? And when she lovhed into the
cradle, the baby was not there! Oh, you may
think how dreadful was their distress. They
ran out of the tent, and there mn the moonlight
they saw a great animal, moving towards the
wood, with somgthine white in his mouth.—
They wakened all the servants, and got loaded
ns, gud all went after it into the wood.—
ey went as fast and yet as quietly as they
could, and very soon they came to a place
where they saw through the trees that the
tiger hed lain down, and was playing with
the baby, just as pussey does with a mouse
before she kills it. The baby was not erying,
and did not seem hurt. The poor fatherand
mother could only pray to the Lord to help,
and when one of the men took up his gun,
the lady cried, ‘Oh, you will kill my child!
But the man raised the gun and fired at once,
and God made him do it well. The tiger
gave a loud howl, and jumped up. and then
fell down again, shot quite dead. Then they
all rashed forward, and tliere was the dear
‘baby quite rafe, and smiling, asifit were not
st all afraid.”

“ O uncle, what a delightful story! and did
the baby really live?”

“Yes; the poor lady was very ill after
wards, but the buby natat all. 1 have seen
it often since then.”

# Oh, have you really seen & baby that has
been in a tiger's month?”

“Yes, I have, and you.too.”

#'We, uncle! when have we seen it?”

#¥ou may see bim just now.”

v
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The children looked all round the #oom.
and then hack to uncle George, and somethia
in his eyes made Lucy exclaim, Uncle, coul
it have beea yourself?”

“ Just myself.” . .

“Is it true you were once in a tigers

mouth? But you do not remember about
it?”
‘  Certainly not; but my father and mother
; have often told me the story. You: may be
' sure that often, when they looked at their
child afterwards, they gave thanks to God.—
It was He who made the mother dream, and
awake just at the right minute, and made the
tiger hold the baby by the clothes, so asnot
to hurt it, and the man fire, 5o as to shoot
the tiger, and not tha child. But now good
night, my dear girls, and before you go to
bed, pray fo God to keep you safe, asmy
friends did that night in the tent.”

“ But, uncle, we do not live in tents; our
pursery door shuts quite close, and thereare
no tigers guing about here. The'man in the
gardens told us that his one was quite safe
locked up.” , oo

“Yes, my love, but there aro many kinds
of danger in this world, and we need God to
take care of us here quite as much asin India.
t300d night, and learn'by heart my mother’s
favourite verse—'I will both lay me down in
peace, and sleep, for thou, Lord, only makest
me dwell in safety.’ "—CraiLD's PaPER.

- .

A MOTHER'S PRAYERS.

«T will contend with him that contend-
eth with thee, and I will save thy chil-
dren.” You Have not escaped conflict
regarding any one of these children. He that
was taken earliest home cost you perhaps
the least. It made you anxious first to sea
“the boy set off for school. It would not
have been wise to warn him any ‘more.
Yet there was much more you would fain
have said to himj but it all fell back on
your own heavy heart, and never wasit so
difficult for you to roll any care on the
Angel of the covenant. It was mever g0
hard to tarry at the emptying home when
so much of your heart was going from
you. It was harder still, after the days
of wise parental restriction were past, to-see
the rules kept by all the other children—
broken ky him only. To find the first
novelslying where God's Word used to be,
how -it went to your heart! Still you
bore up. You praised the Divine Spirit
who bad set the mark of the Lamb on
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your other children’s brow, and went' to
-g?ur kness .in confidence to pray for
iy

“P'm going to the ball, mother,” said
one stich to her who had sought the good
part alone for him, and saw him partly
chooseit, and draw back again, She told
him all‘the truth once mors, but ‘the age
for prohibition.was past. Bhe spent much
of that evening alone; then she welcomed
him home again herself, far in the morning,
and gave him these lines:—

“ (3o, tread gon airy scene of joy,
1f joy indeed it seem to be;
‘Bpt while its charms thy thoughts employ,
4 mother's prayers shall go with thee.

# Amid the dsace, the langh, the song,
. Each serious thought afar may be;
Yet as the moments sweep along,
A mother’s thoughts have flown to thee.

«Yes full of life, and free from care,
Thy youthfal breast may dance with gles;
Bat there's a heart thon know'st not there,
A snather’s heart i ixed on thee.

*While.all around wear smiles so bright,
And joy lights up each face you see;
E'en or this gey and mirthful night,
A mother’s tears are shed for thee,

« Nor think me gloomy, dearsst boy,
If scenes of mirth seem vain to me;
How my heart pants to share heaven’s joy,
A long =ternity with thee!®

He went abroad.. He would not take any
introduction to & missionary; he went to
the cathedral, lived at the club, took a
ticket for the fancy ball, and ot a dress for
it. But he awoke one night with cholsra,
and in pain cried out, “My God!” Itwag
his first prayer for a long time back. It
was the beginning of a life-long communion
with the Father through the Son. Re-
covering soon, he went cut to visit the
missjon. He did not say why he came,
but the missionary guessed; for as he stood
by & young disciple gained from heathen-
ism he said sadly, « Do you think this will
last?’ His visit was returped when he
expected no one. The missionary found
him cutting a velvet cover for his New
Testament from the purple velvet jacket
purchased for the ball, which was not yet
over. Did he not remember his mother
then? She that tarriad at home did divide
that spoil.
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When Moses made demand for Isruel’s
departure from Egypt, he said, «Our cats
tle also shall go with us; there shall not
be one hoof Jeft behind: for thereof must
we take to serve the Lord our God; and
wé know not with what we must sérve the
Lord until we come thither.” The Chrig-
tian mother may utter in faith the same
challerge before him with whom she con-
tends: “ Not one hoof of all that is mine
ghall be left behind.” ¢ Trov suALT BR
BAVED, AND THY HOUsE.” -Shall our faith
rise to the entireness of the unconditional
promise?—The Soul-Gatherer, by M. F.
Barbour.

SEIZE THE ROPE.

Three years agoa party of five, two
gentlemen and three ladies, crossed the
Niagara River in a small boat, many miles
above the Falls. They were young and
light-heaited: They had a merry passage,
spent & happy hour on the Capada side,
and then embarked for their return. All
went well until they neared the centre of
the stream. Just then there came dowp
upon them a fierce gale of wind, rushing
down the mighty river. The boat shot
forward. It wasinthe mad current. The
men plied their oars. They were strong
apd stalwart; but a power stronger than
their's held them within that dark line of
swiftly-maving waters. _

They left the landing they aimed for
behind them. They looked withspeechless
lips into each others’ white faces.—They
knew that they were going down the cur-
rent. The oarsmen strained every muscle.
If they could only breast the current. for
awhile, relief might come. One of the
fragile oars snapped. One more hold gone.
Never a word was spoken. Death and
eternity stared them in the face.—Upon
one solitary oar and one single oarsman
hung five precious lives. Surely, very
surely, they were zoing down with the
dark current.

Two of the five were Christians, and théy
%we me the joyful assarance that when
the first great terror was over, they fell
back upon hope and faith, and that<to
them the near prospect of death was pwal-
lowed up in victory, .
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Suddenly, when the bands.of the onrs-
men were bleeding and torn, when the
signal of distress had long fluttered in vain,

and the agitation and nlarm had sowed the.

seeds of death iu one fragile frame, a little
boat was seen coming cautiously toward
them. It turned back. It durst not ven-
ture too ceat. Not a word from the five.
They seem very near God and eternity.

Auvother and stcuter craft put off, rapidly
at first, then very slowly. It must not
come within the power of the infuriated
current. <One moment passed. No nearer.
A rope was uncoiled. “ Seize the rope!”
shouted the boat’s crew. An eager hand
caught it.  The stout craft shot rapidly off,
and the rescued boat was drawn from the
hurrying current.

Sinner, you, too, are drifting swiftly and
surely down a subtle current. A noble
craft comes to your vescue. A rope is
fung out to you. It is Jesnus; the great
Redeemer. Seizo that rope, and escape
the destruetion which awaits you.

———— o s
TEMPTATIONS,

Satan sets a high value on his captives.~—
He bates  you for trying to deliver them in
the name of Jesus. When you let his prey
aloue, you have some rest. When you are
tearing it from him, he will give you none.~—
Was your soul never scorcked, asif a blast
furnace bad opeped on it? Evil thoughts
will that cruel enemy pour into your mind.—
He will conjure up unthought of temptations.
Refuse to bear the brupt of them. Tell bim
they are Ais -0wn, not youtrs. Lift them up,
and cast them afar, as you would a piece of
burning rocket. That which thy soul neither
originates nor entertains, @ is no? thine.—
Do not stop to snalyze or mourn over the
devil’s darts; do not touch them, but receive
and * quench™ them 8ll' on the shield of faith,
and pray or sing temptation down on your
way to the fight again. Feel how close Jesus
draws you to him now, calls you his own,
defends the member .of his body, and says,
“The prince of this world cometh :ind hath
nothing io ne” How broad the-shield he
flings around! How sweet the accents of
his re-assuring love, I have prayed for thee
that thy faith fail not; and whben thon art
converted, strengthen thy brethren.”

Did you never zef out, believer, in haste
algd Jjoy. with perhaps too ligkt a heart, but
still looking up with & single eye to the Mas-
ier, saying, . To-day let-me work in thy gar-
den?” " All at once the remembrancs of some
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sin of your childbpod came with its sting to
wound you; and then another and another
issued up out of that past life, till, like a
swarm of wasps, they fixed on you. Past
sins of natuve and of practice, prosent.sius
fastened on your soul. Each one of them
said, “You are the very last that should pro-
fess to work for him who searcheth the
henrts.” Desperate and discouraged, you fell
down at his feet. It did not unseal your
gardon, nor take from you evén all sense of i,

ut it was like to drive you from attempting
to work in his service. There was no sense
of his love to uphold you. There came no
perfume of flowers frons his gavden. "Twas
as if you had stumbled over 4 dunghbill out-
gide, and you could not rise agein. You
shook, and wept, and groaned, and loathed
the inward sight of your pollution, and said,
from the bottom of your heart, “Sead any
one to work for thee hut me!” The accuser
of the brethren raised his voice. Day and
night he accuses us before ourGod, and some-
times the sound reaches us but too nearly.—
He borrows an accusation from every sin he
ever tempted us to commit. He is the mean-
est of all foes, as well as the most crael—
But when most viciously be treads us down,
he seems but to pave the way for a move tri-
umphant ascent from the harrible pit and
from the miry clay. Thereisa new sight of
the blood of Jesus; every stain is afresh
washed away. There is a new inflowing of
the Spirit of gruace; every bond is broken
anew. The God of peace hath braised Satan
under our feet once more.  Engerly and
humbly, with a heart broken and contrite, we
press on to work again. “Here am I, send
me! None can tell more plainly than I can
this day what thou canst do.” -

« He breaks the power of cancell'd sin,
He sets the prisoner free;

His blood can malke the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.”

—From The Soul Gatherer—By M. F. Barbour.

THE DWELLING-PLACE OF THE
SAINTS.

The saints of God shall dwell on high.
That is their enviable position. Thehigher
weascend from the earth, the less of its fogs,
its miasma, and its damps can any way reach
us, orcloud our visicn. He that dwells on
the highest spot has the widest horizon, sees
most clearly the panorama that spreads
forth like a carpet at his feet, and i3 able,
because of hig elgvation above the pertur-
bations and disturbances of thislower level,
to form the justest estimate of all that he
sees, and to feel most perfectly the relative
proportions between two magnitudes—the
littleness of time, and the greatness of etepe
nity.—Ladics’ Repository.
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-dzsus, Saviour ! O what yearning,
What impatience at Thy stay 3
Watching still for Thy returning,
Wond'ring at Thy long delay.
Come, Lord Jesus,
Turn our length'ned night to day !

Lord, onr longing hearts grow weary
Waiting for our souls’ loved choice;
Every hour seems sad and dreary,
Till we hear Thy welcome voice.
Comne, Lord Jesus,
Come, and bid our hearts rejoice!

Lo! Thy members, Lord, ofy languich

Midst the worlid’s cold heartless throng.

Some there are in very anguish,

Cry, “How long, how long, how long.”

Come, Lord Jesus,
Quickly raise the auptial song !

. Thou hast promised Thou wouldst take us

To Thy everlasting home;
Greater still, that Thou wouldst make us
8it with Thee npon Thy throne.
Come, l.ord Jesus,
Come and claim us as Thine own !

Blessed Lord ! behold Thy promise !
See, we haug upon Thy word;
Thou hast spoken, * 1 come quickly;”
Thou hast spoken, we have heard.
Come, l.ord Jesus,
Gome our own, our faithful Lord,

—British Herald.

PBAYER.
Gott! deine Gute reicht so weit.

.

O Gobp, Thy goodness far above
The highest heaven extendeth
The depth and riches of Thy love
All human thought transcendeth.
O Lord, my God, iny tower oa high,
Hear my complaiat, mark well my cry,
For I will pray before Thee.

1 ask not superfinity
Of wealth and earthly treasure ;
I only ask sufficiency
Enjoy'd with Thy good pleasure ;
O give me wisdom to know Thee,
Angé Jesns Christ sent down for me,
And give me, too, self-knowledge.

1 ask not, Lord, for earthly fame,
Though men so greatly love it

‘A conscierce clear, and a good name,
Is everything I covet.

1t duty be my chief delight,

THE GOOD NEWS.
“EVEN 80, COME, LORD JESUS.”

To 1ive as ever in Thy sight,
With pious frienda who love me,
I ask not, Lord, for length of days,
But for Thy kind protection,
For moderation in success,
And-patience.in affliction.
Hy times are in Thy hands : when death
Chills every sense, and steals miy bréath,
Let me find grice and mercy. )
—British Herald.

<> o o~

THE HASTY MOTHER.

I. How common! Yet the Bible commands
us not to be hasty. Eccles, vii. 9.

A woman's ornament should be a meek
and quiet spirit (1 Pet. iii 4); and o
nurge is mentioned as being especially
genile to the little ones. 1 Thess,ii. 7.

II. Gbserve the angry woman,

How fooligsh! Prov, xiv., 29; xxiz. 30.

How provoking! Prov. xv. 1.

How wearing! Prov. xix. 13; xxvii. 15;
xxi. 19. .

Drives the husband. from his fireside’
Sets an evil example to the children.

Often does in her haste what she heartily
repents at leisuare,

III. Therefore—

1. Put awayanger., Eph. iv. 31,

Do not besoon angry, Prov. xiv, 173
James i.19,

¢ Meekness gives smooth answers to
rough questions.”

2. Exercise self-control. Pro¥. zxv. 283

xvi. 32. '

3. Teach it to your children.

IV. Remember a hasty temper isa fault,
not & misfortune. Accustom yourself
and your children to view it in its right
light

V. Ask help from God to subdue it, for
temper is hard to conquer, and meek-
ness isa froitof the Spirit, Gal. v. 233
Matt. v. 5.

You need help, for there is much to proveke
a wife and mother,

You need help, for you are very weak, bus
you can do g}l thinge through Christ
who strengtheneth you, Phil, iv, 13,

~The Christian Hother.
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HOW T0 PRESENT THE GOSPEL.

Dr. Chalmers used to complain that
many preachers and writers so Jaid down
the gospel that & sinner could not
take it up. What ‘they stated sounded
very like-the gospel, but yet it contained
no glad tidings; for it still left the siuner
something to do or to feel before he could
consider himself qualified to partake of its
joys. It affirmed & certain kind of free-
ness in the gospel, but so hamperel with
conditions, and cautions, and rvestrictions,
that no sinner, just as @ sinrer, could think
himself at liberty to enter at once into

ca with God, far less feél the overwhelm-

g guilt of remaining for one momen: out
of peace “with God, or theé necessity laid
upon himn for immediate compliance with ]
“the commandment” that he should

 believe on the name of the Son of God.”
(1 John iii. 28).* It did not bring salva-
tion négk, or at least so nigh as to be in
contact with the sinner; it left a gulf, or at
least, a space between him and the Saviour. !
It set forth repentance, contrition, mortifi-|
cation, as prerequisites, to the acquiring of
which the sinner was first to direct all his
efforts before e was warranted to throw

himself intp the embrac: of the Saviour.
1t was. jenlous of a speedy settlement of
the question hetween the sinner and God;
nay, it warned men against such a thirg
as a delusion. It made doubting the evi

dence of believing, as-if it had been written
not “‘he that believeth is justified,” but
“he that doubteth is justified.” Tt intro-
duced, thoughk in a more subtile and

dangerous way, the « doubtsome faith of
antichrist,” so resolutely protested against
by our fathers. For a man to doubt, was
the essence of true bumility; to continue
doubting was the mark of incressing
humility; to fall into despondency so as to
conclude that God had forsaken him, and

that his day of grace was gone, was proof
of the deepest lowliness of spirit that eould

be concaived! This dugpandency was the

® Thus wrote Vavasor Lowel.onp of the parsecutod
‘non-conformiets: of the 17th century. Speaking of
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true siste of soul in which he counld best
acquire that *poverty of spirit,” that
“meekness,” that * pureness of heart,” by
obtaining which bs would at length find
himgelf ‘qualified to eome~to Christ, and
entitled to the pence of the cross ¥

Al objections to the fieenessdf the-gospel,
when examined, will befound to be just so

* Tt was_in reforence to such misroprosentations
of the glorious gospol that Robert Trail thus wrote :
** Lot us got this man (an awakened sinner) to_seek
rosvlution of his cinse to some tnasters in Israel.

St According to their principles, thoy must say to
him, ¢ Repent, and mourn for your known sing, and
leave them, and loathe them, and God will have,
maroy on you.’ * Alas! (euith tho poor man) m
heart is hard, and I oannot rosent aright; yea,
find wy heart more hard and vile than when I wasg
gecare in sin.’ If you spaak to this man of qualifi-
cations for Christ, ho knows nothing of themj; if of
sinzere obedience, his answer is native and ready—
¢ Obed;ence is the work of a living man, and sin-
cerity is only in a renswed soul.” Sincere obedience
is therefore as impossible to & dead unrenowed sin-
ner as porfect obedionce is. Why should not the
rizht answer be given, ' Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you shali be saved?’ Toll him what
Christ is, what he hath dono and suffered to obtain
eternal rede npton for sinners, and that according
to the will of God and his tather. Give him a plain
downright narrative of the gospel saivation wrought
out by the Son of God ; toll him the history 2and mys-
tery of the gospsl pla n'y. It may be the Holy Ghost
willwerk faith theroby, as he did in those first-fruits
of the G:ntiles. (Aots x. 44.) If he ask what.war-
rant e _hath to believe on Jesus Christ? tell him

thut ho hath utter indispensable necessity for it, for
without believ.ng on hin he must per:sh;etern&’l.lyf
that he hath God's grasious offer of Christ and a
his redempt on with a -prom’se that upan accepting
the offer by fa‘th, Christ and salvation with. Him is
his; that he hath God's exvress commandmont to
believe on Christ’s narae (1 John iii. 23); and that he
should make conscience of obeying it as well as any
co.nmaad in the moral law. Teil him of Christ’s
sbility and good-will to save: that no man was.ever
rojected by him that cast himself upon him; that
desporate eases are the glorious triumphs of his ary
of saving. ‘Tell hun that there is no midst botween
faith and unbelief—that there is no excage for ne-

lect'ng the one snd continuing in tho other; that

elieving on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation is
more pleasing to God than all obedience to bis law;
and that unbelief is the most provokiog to God, and
the most damning_to man, of all sinis. Against the
grentaess of his sins, the curse of tho layw, and the
severity of God as judge. thoro is no relief to be held
forth to him but the free and boundless grice of God
in tho merit of Christ’s satisfaction by, the sacrifice
of himsell,” (P, 155-16).) .

In o very similar strain wrote an old minister else-
where quoted : L.

* Satan 1would keep souls from helieving bu persuad-
tng them that they are not vet aualificd gnd sufficiently
fitted for Christ. and that they havo not seen them-
solves absolutely lost. not so much burthered with
sin as they shovld. And. it is to be feared. that Satarn
makes uve of many of God’sministers. astheold prophet
mentioned (1 Kings xiii. 11, &c.), to keep off and drive
away souls from Christ. under the notion of preaching
peremptory doctrine for Christ, and so seel: to fit men
Jor kim. az snme have pronched many months topether
this-dactrine, before ther would preach Christ at ally

0

Satan's dovicas to keap men fromn Christ, he says :— whereas hOl}' commission. and tho examnple of Christ

$He makes them think that the sin of uubeliof is ' and his

Aras foar. and under that notion keaps s soul from
‘eseing.and knowing the great evil-of unbshef-which
makes God a lier; he persuades thom that tobel'eve
38 presuwmption, whoreas, indeed  bolisv'ng is the
groatest submission that can ba yiolded to God, for
1t is obsying his commandment and submitt.ag to his

sighteousness.”” Jokn vi, 295 1 John iii. 23; Rom. .3, | Vil

A

isoiples, was. to preach glad tidings firgt
Matt, v, 1, 23 xx. 19, 205 1 Cor. iy, 155 xv, 3, &o.);
though they did. ang it is the Minister’s duty to dis-
cover sin_also, but how absurd is it to beal wad
harass wild cettle. and to enforco them to gointo o
placo. bofore the door or gap b opened? Yet thers
33 8 good uso of the lxiy if it be lawially uaed,”’ Rew.
2; 1 Tim, i, 8, —Poweld, “
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many forms of self-righteousness. They
show the exceeding tenacity with which
even souls in earneat will cling to the idea
that they have to do something in order to
be saved. Drive them from the ides that
their «loings are to save them, they tuke
refuge in the idea that these doings will
at least enable Christ to save them. Drive
them from this also, they betake themselves
to the thought that these doings of theirs
«qualify them for being saved by Christ.
Drive them from this, they flee from their
doings to their feelings, and are most loath
to give up the thought that these feelings
are to contribute to their acceptance; nor
are they essily persuaded that salvation by.
Jeelings is as gross self-righteousness, ss
salvation by works. _
Hencs, the answer to all these objectious
is to shew the self-righteousness which
they involve, the unbeliet which they indi-

«<ats, and the denial which they contain of | P

the sufficiency and suitableness of what
iGod has done. In their self-righteousness,
they imagine thau all their disquielude
«comes from their failure in doing something
which ought to be done by them, in order
that they may have peacs. They are asking
“‘what am 1 to do,—~how am I to do it,
~in what way shall I get it done aright #”
Wa aro to tell them that they are utterly
mistaken. God has not left them anything
to do, in order to be at peace with him.
He himself has done all that was needed
for this end. The Jews inquired of the
Lord when he was here, “ What shall we
do that we might work the works of God,”
he answered, “this is the work of God,
that ye believe on him whom he hath
sent.” (John vi. 28,29). The jailor asked
the apostles “what must I do to be saved;
their answer was, “believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”

Acts xvi. 30.) In both of these cases the

rift of the counsel was the same. Itwas
intended to turn the eye away from doing
to something already done.  So our an-
swer to the inquiring and perplexed should
always be fashioned after the same model,
and directed so as to counteract the same
ruinous error, ns well as to point to the
same glorious tryth, If we know the
gospel, we shall not be led to tell an anxiouns
sinner what to do or how to do it; washall
&t once lay before him waAT 00D HAS DONE.
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Lret us never lose sight of this in dealing
with those who are iu darkness. Let us
at all times beware of giving them any
couasel of which this is not the beginning
and the end. Let us beware of allowing
them to suppose for a moment that they
bave anything to do or to feel before be-
lieving on the Son of God. Let us never
lose sight of this, mor be led away into
giving any other direction but this. The
sinner must be shut up to this. Let us
not lower or dilute the gospel under the
pretence of suiting his helplessness. Let
us not permit him to evade the demand
the gospel makes upon him for émmediate
accaptance; or give bim to understand that
though he cannot believe, he can pray, and
wait, and use means. We ave belying our
message, and are unfaithful to our trust if
we do not in the name of him who sends
the gospel, msist upoh immediate com-
liance with it. This is our part. Letus
see that we fulfil it. If we act faithfully
to God in this thing, we may expect a bless-
ing. If we honour God and take his gospel
just as we find it, and stand by it in every
jot and tittle, God will honour us, and he
will show us what wonders he can work
through the instrumentality of his gospel.

Let no subtie questions regarding man's
depravity drive us from this pdsition.* If
there be meaning in words ‘and sincerity
in Scriptuie, then man is a totally depraved,

* ¢ One class perplex the subject with subtle meta-
physical difficulties—rendering what, in the testi-
mony of Scripture, might scem_to be o simple and
most intslligible exercise of mind, a matter whioh
philosophy can hardly master, and never divest of
uncertainty. Some miake the essence of faith to
consist not in persuasion, but in persuasion snd
doubt combined, the former hardly predoninating.
Nuwmberless guestions are raised concerning the
power, degrec _of influence, and order of oporation
assignablo to the production and first act of faith, till
mon lose sight of the question of duty to_believo,
until they settle God’s part and prerogative in deter-
mining the action of the will, involving the believing
act in insuperable difficulties of their own raising—
difficulties unknown or unbroached while preachers
adhered to the- simplicity of Christ and his gospel.
We believe men. but the testimony of God. it seems,
is fitted to perplex and confound our intellects—
though, were the matter agreeable to us. thero would
be less debate a8 to tho mode of roception.

* But, while the philosophy of faith occupies ono
class, anothor olass held to-a faith 50 vague and. in-
dofinite in its nature, that, thongh it embraces all
gospel verities with an ¢qual and just eredence, rests
not on one great gontral truth—the Father's grant of
Christ for salvation to a lost world. The matchless
graco, tho saving boon, i3 held out to the aeceptanco
of all, without monoy or price, without postponoment
or dolay; and feith reacives it. And they o, we
think, who place, as many do, the undoubting st of

‘acceptance at an advanood stago of religious oxperi-

encg, instoad of plgolng it, whero: Scripture doos, at

t
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totally helpless, totally impotent being,
unsble to think, or feel, or believe, or un-
derstand aright one spiritual truth, But
thall we change the gospel in order to suit
hall we tell him that he is so

his case! 8
belpless that he cannot believe, but not so

helpless but that he can pray and use the | posed

means! Shall we not tell him that he-is
a thoronghly helpless creature, yet that
God,has set before him this gospel of his
love. and commands him to_receive it
We are ngt at liberty to act in any ather
way, however strange to some this may
seom. Our duty is to declare the goepel
to him just as God has declared i, aud,
without any compromise, to shut him up
1o the necessity of immediately receiving
it, at the peril of God’s infinite displeasure
and his own immortal well-being.

Thus writes Mr, John Brown of Had-
dington :* “We must beware of directing
ginners to prepare themselves for Jesus
Christ, but press them to come to Him
as their Saviour—-guilt{f polluted, and
wretched as they are. Nor ought we to
excite men to read or hear God's word, or
to prayer, or meditation, 88 preparatives
for Christ, but as means of Christ's meet-
ing with their soul. Nor ought men to
read, hear, meditate, or even pray for faith
itself, withiout essaying to receive the
offered Saviour, for without faith it is im-

ible to please God, and whatever isnot
of faith is sin.”

Thus also, the author of * Brizr
Taoventrs,” in another place, expresses
himself, «If a n strives to perform
any duties, or aims to_exert any acts, in
order to obtain peace with God, he herein
contradicts the truth of the gospel; yea,
the very turn of his thought, the desire of
his mind, and the spring of his activity,
are contrary to that perfect freedom of
wrace in Christ which the gospel was writ-
ten to testify : and those thovghts that are
contrary to the freedom of grace cannot
flow from the persuasion of it.” And
aenin,—% though a person may profeas to
renounce all qualifications, principles, du-

the very outset; nay.
somsetinies deduced from the stre
sometimes built even on future oon-

a warranty for decided faith is
of antecedent

(‘-"'ll\'l“ﬁ N
detnt s it fruit sonld be gathered ere the treo was
Plauted,"—Dr, Sieveright’s Sarmane bejorethe General

Avectiui,,

¢ Dictionary of sthe Bible. Articlo Goepel.
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ties, or auy thing eke in himself as ha
any share in procuring acceptance w
God, yet ba may still consider Ais.own act
of recetving, as previously necessary o his
justification #nd peace of conscience before.
God. Now, here our justificruion is sup-
1o be suspended upon the ezertion
of this act, and our of conscience
upon a consciousness of having exerted it.
And if we look a little closer into the
nature of this aef, we shall find it to in-
clude almost every qualification we can
think of ; for I suppose this ac# of veceiving
must be performed - humbly, pevitently,
sincerely, thankfully, affectionately, other-
wise it will not do its office effoctually;
and thus hunility, repentanee, sincerity,
&c., are all brought m as previously ne-
cessary to our justification and peace with
God; if this be not mixing works of ours
with Christ’s righteousness in the matter
of our justification, I cannot imagine what
ja. To.prevent all this from bei esteemed
a contradiction to the freeness of grace, we
are told that it is by the Holy Spirit we
are assisted in or excited
act in & proper manner, in.order to justi-
fication and peace! Thus, the Divine
Sﬁirit, whose work is to reveal and apply
Christ as entirely fres, is brought in as
enabling a person to perform an act which
radically contains every
some degree, in order to his justification.
And what is the comsequence of allf
Even this, that a person is taught to take
his hope of the divine favour from his
being conscious of his rightly performing
this act with all its attendant properties,
instead of receiving it purely from the con-
sideration of the freeness of the gift. Upon
this plan what can a poor guilty soul
think, or how can he bave any solid hope
who finds the contr;;y of all theee experi-
ences in himself} Why, he must be next
to a state of despair, or must strive aud
ray that he may be able to exert the act
in a proper manuer as & sor of prerequi-
site to his justification. But if is the
midst of this serious perplexity and confu-

”

to perform this -

qualiﬁeaﬁon in’

sion the immediate freeness of divine grace

should, by the Spirit, appear to his view,
breaking through all these mists and solv-
ing all these difficuliies, he is then at once

| vefieved in a very different way, and being
thus released from his bondage by a sight
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and sense of free, entirely free, gruce, his
soul now is quickened and encouraged to
all those actings of receiving, embracing,
trusting, which the Scriptures represent
as flowing from 2 genuine apprehension of
the mercy of God in Christ.”

William Aroot of Kennoway, in a ser-
mon entitled ¢ Pure Gospel the only true
Gospel,” preached in 1780, at the ordina-
tion of the Rev. E. Brown of Inverkeithing,
thus writes: * It is one thing to mention
the gospel truths in a detached, loose, un-
connected manner, but anotber thing to
preach the gospel; for unless the truths
and doctrines of the gospel be placed in an
evangelical order aud connection, they
cease to be the gospel. For instance, if

repentance be placed before faith, it is not |

evangalical repentance; if love be placed
Defore faith, it is preposterous; or if faith
be placed before the sinner’s right of aceess
to the promises and fulness of the new
covenaunt, it is legally placed, and consti-
tuted the condition of the sinner’s interest
in the new covenant; for faith gives no
right to the promises or their contents, it
only Jays hold upon and pleads tLat right
which the fres promise, the gospel offer,
gives to Christ, and all things in him freely.
* . . Nay, if even a sense of need be
ingisted for as previously necessary to the
sinnet’s right of access to the Saviour, it is
far from being urged in its proper place.
For the word of salvation, sent to sinners
@s lost, exhibits to them a right of access
to the Saviour, whether they be sensible
of their need or not. In few words, when
interest in anything about Christ is sus.
pended, less or more, upon self, when the
promises, or any blessing specified therein,
are suspended upon our dizpositions “or
duties, revealed truths carnot be preached
in a gospel method and connection.”

The Gospel Magazine for 1800,—a
magazine marked by zeal for souundness in
the faith, thus states the point: “To have

uilt removed by faith in the blood of

esus; Lo enjoy the peace of Geod, by faith
in the obedience and atonement of Jesus;
to- live, walk, and go forward in the free
and full belief that the blood of Jesus Cbrist
aleangeth from all sin, is the one thing
peedful. And there is nothing more ne-
glected either in preaching, conversation,
or experience than this. It is impossible

to walk with God unless we are at peace
with God. We cannot helieve his testic
mony of Jesus, aud set our seal to the
truth of it, and be in bondage to unbelief,
As to what many very good men express
of faith, it is in my view of no importancs,
What is it good for without its object?
Ministers should not content themselves
with preaching about Christ, but they
should really preach Christ. Then, with-
out their awkward definitions of faith, it
would clearly appear to the peaple. that
simply looking unto Jesus is the faith of
the operation of God. Itis not preaching
about fuith, but preaching Clirist, the
object and subject of faith, that is preach-
ing the gospel. It is not preaching how
believers are justified, but how God justi-
fies the ungodly, that is the gospel.”

But while the author of these ¢ Brief
Thoughts " keeps the glad tidings of what
God has done ever before our eyes, he
dues not lose sight of other truths which,
by some in our day, have been departed
from. He aseribes to the Father his in-
alienable sovereignty aund eternal purpose;
to the Son, bis special work in reference
to the Church; and to the Holv Spirit,
his direct vperation in renewing the soul.
Nor does be feel at all encumbered or per-
plexed with these doctrines, as if they
made the glad tidings less glad,—less free
—less universal. He sees before him two
parallel ranges of doctrine. At particular
points they rise far above his vision, and
are lost in the iufinity of Godhead. Yet
in themselves they are plain and easily
understood.  Some may call them discor-
dant and irreconcilable, but they both rest
upon the same evidence, and that is the
testimony of God. He is content, there-
fore, to believe them both. He has no
wish to reason himself out of the helief of
either the one or the otber. He receives
with meekness the ingrafted word, whether
that word be concerning God's sovereign
purpose, or concerning tne exceeding riches
of his grace. In truth, the moinent I
deny the former, my reason for belicving
the latter is taken from me. I find God
tellivg me in plain language about bis
purpose. I believe it because he has said
it. There my soul stays itself, upon the
naked testimony of God. But if I begin
to deny this trutb, and to put s different”
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mesning into the words, I am letting go
my bold of God's simple. testimony ; and
if that testimony be undermined on one

int, it is subverted upon all points, so
that my soul has nothing sure to rest upon
in believing the gospel. In the hour of
conflict with unbelief, what can pacify my
conscience, or be an anchor to my soul,
but God's sure and simple declaration of
His free love? What, then, could Tanswer
to my tempter, if, at such a moment, he
could -taunt me with inconsistency, and
say, * What right have you to take God’s
word simply and naturally vespecting the
gospel, when you will not take it thus in
reference to his eternal purpose? You say
that you rest upon His word ; but it is plain
that you only rest upon it when it suits

ourself. Whero is, then, your peace?

ow can it be solid or sure?” °

But we abstain from such discussions,
leaving the treatise to stand upon its own
footing, and commending it to the blessing
of that God whose free grace is so fully set
forth, as the only and the sufficient rest-
ing-place for the weary soul, whether of
saint or sinner.
—From Introduction to % Brief Thoughts.”
' '& ®

/_ THE GRACE OF GOD.
‘~

“The God of all grace.—1 Peter v. 10.

“ By the Grace of God I am what Tam !’
This 1z the believer's eternal coufession.
Grace found him a rebel—it leaves him a
gon. Grace found him wandering at the

ates of hell—it leaves him at the gates of

eaven. {Grace devised the scheme of Re-
demption. Justice never would. Renson
mever could.  And itis Grace which cavries
out that scheme. No sinner would ever have
sought his God but “by grace” The
thickets of Eden would have proved
Adam’s grave had not grace called hum out.
Baul would have livad and died the haugh-
ty self-righteous persecutor had not grace
lid him low. The thiet would have con-
tinued breathing out his blasphemies had
not grace arrested bis tongue and tyned it
for glory. “Outof the knottiest make
vessels of merey for seivice in the high
palace of glory.”

“I came, Isaw I conguered,” says Top-
lady, “ may be inscribed by the Saviour
ea every monument of grace. I came to
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the sinner; I Jooked upon him; and with
a look of omnipotent love, I conguered.”

My soul! thon wouldst have been this
day a wandering star, to whom is reserved.
the blackness of darkness—Cbristless—
hopeless—portionless—had not grace in-
vited thee, and grace constrained thee!l
And it is grace which at this moment
keeps thee. 'Thou hast often been a
Peter—forsaking thy Lord, but brough
back to Him again. Why not a Demas
or a Judas? “/have prayed for thee that
thy faith fail not.” ls not this thine own
comment and reflection on life’s retrospect §
—*“Yet not I, but the grace of God which
was with me!”

Seek to realise thy continual depend-
ence on this grace every moment. “ More
grace! more grace!” would need to be thy
continual cry. Butinfinite supply is com-
mensurate with the jufinite nesd. The
treasury of grace, thcugh always emptying,
is always full: the key of prayer which
opensit is always at hand; and the Al-
mighty almoner of the blessings of grace
is always “ waiting 20 be gracious!” The.
recorded promise never can be eancelled or
reversed—*“My grace is sufficient for thee I”

Reader! scelc to dwell much on this in-
exhaustible theme: The grace of God is the
source of minor temporal as well as of higher
spiritual blessings. It accounts for the
crumb of daily bread as well as for the
crown of elernal glory. But even in re-
gard to earthly mercies, never forget the
channel of grace—* through Christ Jesus I
1t is sweet thus to connect every (even the
smallest and humblest) token of provideatial
bounty with Calvary’s cross—to bave the
common blessings of life stamped with
“the print of the nails!” It makes them
doubly precious to think, «This flows from
Jesus!” ,

“ When with dear friends sweet talk I hold,

And 2ll the flowers of life unfold;—
Let not my heart within me burn,
Except in all I Theo discern!”

Let others be contented with the uncove-
nanted mercies of God.  Bo it mine to say,
as the child of grace and heir of glory—~
“Qur Father which art in heaven, give
us this day our daily bread!”  Nay, repos-
ing in the “all-sufficiency in all things”
promised by “the God of all grace. s——
Macduff, S
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THE SAMARITAN PASSOVER.

The following account of the celebration
of the Samaritan passover, as witnessed by
Canon Stanley, in his Eastern tour with
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales in 1862, strongly
reminds one of the carly Jewish ritual, al-
though in the course of the lust few years it
has been considerably modified, and owing
to the infiuence of Western change, even in
tho little community on Mount Gerizim,
this is perhaps the last generation which
will have the opportunity of witnessing it.

The Samaritan passover is celebrated at
the same time as the Jewish, i.e., on the full
moon of the month Nisan. . . . The
whole community, sunounting it is said to
152, from which hardly any variation has
taken place within the memory of man, were '
encamped in tents on a level space a few
hundred yards below the summit of Mount
Gerizim, selected on account of its compara-
tive shelter and seclusion. The women
were shut up in the tents, The men were
assembled on the rocky terrace. In 1354
they all wore the sacred costume. On this
occasion, most of them were in their ordi-
nary dress, only about fiftcen of the elder
men, amongst whom was the high-priest
Amram, were clotlied, as formerly was the
cage with the whole commmunity, in white
robes; to these must be adided six youths,
dressed in white shirts and drawers; the feet
of these and of the elders being bare. 1t wus
about half an hour before sunset that the
whole male community gathered round a
long trench that had been previously dug in
the ground. Prayers foilowed, and pre-
sently, suddenly there appeared amongst the
worshippers six sheep, driven up by the side
of the youthsbefore mentioned. Recitations
from the history of the Exodus were rapidly,
almost furiously chanted; the sheep, still
innocently playful, were driven more closely
together. The setting sun now touched the
ridge overhanging the plain of Sharon, The
youths drew forth their long bright knives,
and brandished them aloft. In & moment
the sheep were thrown on their backs, the
knives rapidly drawn across their throats,
then a few convulsive but silent struggles,
a3 a sheep dumb, that openeth nct his
mouth,” and the six forms lay lifeless on the
ground, the blood streaming from them, the
onc only Jewish sacrifice lingering in the
world. In the blood the young men dipped
their fingers, and a small spot was marked
on the forcheads and noses of the children.

The next process was the fleecing and
roasting of the slaughtered animals. On
the mountain side two holes had been dug,
one at some distance, of considerable depth,
the other close to the scenc of the sacrifice,
eomparatively shallow, In this latter,after
& short prayer, a fire was kindled, over which

were placed two cauldrons full of watar
Whilst it boiled the congregation again
stood round, the recitations continued, end
bitter herbs were handed round, wrapped in
o strip of unleavened bread (ver. 8). Another
short prayer was chanted, after which the
six youths poured the boiling water over
the .sheep,,and plucked off their fleeces.
The right forelegs of the sheep, with the
eatrails, were thrown aside and burnt, The
Jiver was carefully put back; long pules wer;
brought, on which the animals were spitfede .
near the bottom of each pole was a transverse:
stick, to prevent the body from slipping off,

: The sheep were then carried to the other.
hole, a deep circular pit sunk in the earth,
with a fire kindled in the bottom. Ixto this
they were thrust down; a hurdle was then
put over the mouth of the pit, covered with
wet carth, so as to seal up the oven till the .
roasting was completed. “They shall ea
the flesh,” &e, (ver. 8, 9).

Two hours had now elapsed since tha
commencement, and it was quite dark. Five
hours more passed in silence,® and it was
and it was not till after midnight that the
feast began. The paschal moon was still '
bright and high in the heavens. The whole
male community were gathered round the
mouth of the oven, with reluctance allowing
the intrusion of strangers (ver. 45, 48).

Suddenly the covering of the hole was
torn off, and up rose a vast éolymp of sroke
and steam, and, in Reginald Heber's words,
“smoked on Gerizim's mount, Samaria’s
sacrifice.” The sheep were dragged out,
hoisted aloft, and then thrown on large
square brown mats, on which we were care-
fully prevented from treading. The bodies,
thus wrapped, were hurried down to the -
trench where the sacrifice had taken place,
and laid out upon them in a line between
two files of the Samaritans, Those dressed
in white robes still retained them, with the
addition now of shoes on their Yfeet and
staves in their hands and ropes round their
walsts [ver. 11]; soon they sat down (a few
years since they stood) to eat. The actual
feast was conducted in rapid silence [ver.
11]. In a few minutes all was gone but a
few remunants; these were gathered into the
mats, and put on & wooden hurdle over the
hole where the water had been boiled; a
huge bonfire was kihdled ; by its blaze, and
by candles lighted for the purpose, the
ground was searched in every direction, and
every fragment of flesh and bone detected
WRS thrgwn into the burning mass [ver. 10,
46; Deut. xvi. 4], By the early morn the
whole community had descended from the
mountain, and occupied their usual habita-
tions in the town [Deut. xvi. 7).

? During this period the greater part of th_ come
- munity and of our company retired to reat. ¢
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JENNY AND HER GRANDMOTHER;

OR, TAKE CARE WHOM YOU MARRY. !

«Who was at the door with you lnst night, :
Jane?” gaid an elderly womaa to & pretty-look-
ing girl of seventeén.

“ Mary and Tom Morris,” was the reply.

« And who may they be?”

“«Why, Mary Morris works with me at Mys.
Rock’s, and T'om is her brother.”

“Poes T'om work there too?” )

¥ Now, grunny, you're laughing: ag if young -
men worled at dressmaking!”

“Well, then, how comes he home with you,
Jane, seeing he doesn’t work there?”

“He met us cofing along, and just stepped
on as fur as the daor.”

“Qb, then ws Inst night the first time you
set-eyes on him?”

Jane bLlushed. and hesitated; but she was a
trathful givl, and said with some reluctance,
“You do ask a lot 0" questions, grandmother.
I'have seen him before last night, altogether, |
perhaps, lialf & dozen times.”

Mrs. Wilmot gave Jane asearching look,
and added in a kindly tone, * You have no "
mother, Jenny, no one to look after you but’
me: it's no wonder I'm anxious to know if this l
young mau is making love to you.”

The end of this speech fairly upset poor

107

~

disobey her bidding; she leant forward, and
covered her fuce with her hands, Jane sprang
up. “Don't worry yourself, granny: perhaps
"twill make you very dull.”

“Dull or not, Jane, it must be said;” and

*the old Indy forced herselfto begin. “ Your
Igrzmd(‘uthor mavried me at nineteep, and it
~was several years before your mother was

born. 'We christened her Rose; she was our
only child, and she was as sweet as o rose to
us.  Isuppose she was aliout the same as
other children, but we thought noue like her,
and I fear we spoiled her.  'We brought her
up to mind her Biblein the same way we

. then minded it owrselves. "It was a Sundey

book to us, and being honest, good sort o’
living people, we did not scem 1o go against
what it said; but, June, we had uo real religion
in us, and we couldn't teach poor Rose what
we didn’t know owselves. She grew up a
sweet givl, a very pretty givl, and somehow
the other girls let her take the lead in all the
village treats: shehad ber own way every-
where, at home and abroad. All went on
well till she was about seventeen and a half,
when a new family came into the villnge to
live. They had a son called George Webb.
They weve strunge sort o’ people, and kept
company with the idlest in the place. George
was surely & very handsome young man,

Jane. She burst into tears, but sobbed out, which made the girls forget many things that
“He says he likes me, but I told him I didn’t were reported of him. There was a-good
kaow my own mind yet.” deal of poaching going on that year, and the
~ “Quite right, dearie,” added Mrs. Wilmot , Webbs—I{ather and son,—were siid to be in

inasocthing tone. “ You're over young to be
thinking of such things; and besides that, I
should like to kuow the young man a bit first
~if he i3 a sober, God-fearing man.”

Jave kept on erying, and her grandmother
continued, “Jensy, lass, you've often asked
me about your poor mother and father, and
now the time seems come to tell you about
them. If you get home early to-night, we'll sit..
down quict, and Vil tell you their story.”

Jane Webb was Mrs. Wilinot's only grand- |
child, and had beea brought up by grand-
parents from her birth. So far she had well .
repaid their care. In training her the old
people hud tried to avoid the quicksauds,
upon which their own early hopes had been
wrecked. :

Jane came in true torher time at night. |

the gang, and, moreover, to be given to drink,
especially the son.  Rose wonldun't helieve it.
We were talking them over one day—uah!
weli [ remember it, asif "twas only yesterday,
Juane—we were talking ahout the Webbs, I
say, when all at once Rose got jnto o sorb

of passion, took George’s part, and declared

that such tales were spread abont by his ene-
mies in the villege, who didn’t likehim because
he was so handsome; and o lot more she went
on. I Jooked at her in a maze. 'The
thoughtshot into my mind like an avrow, just
asit did about you and young Morris this
morming, that he must be courting her. X
almost held my breath as 1 asked her what
could he the matter with her, and what did
it signify to her about George Webb, 2 man
she bardly knew. She tried to turn it off in

She was of a cheerful mood, and the tears:a laugh; but it wouldn’t do, and I asked her
of the morning had leftno trace upon her face. ' downright whether this fetlow ‘was making
“The tea-things are all' washed up, gran-]love to her. At first she denied it, then half
ny,” she said presently; “heve’s your chair;. owned it, and declared he was not a drunkard.
end now- for the tale. Il sit mpon this| Your poor grandfather was in 2 great way
stool.” vgbout it, which softened hera little; and at
"Mrs. Wilmot seated herself, ook off her | last she promised to be careful, and we pro-
spectacles . slowly;.as' if she -dreaded to -open i-mised not to be set.against him, but to try te
the: long-closed i'past;. her tongue seémed to | find out the truth.

.
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“She was then just upon eighteen. Her | poor-stomach was crying out for food:. The
Yirthday was. coming on in the next week, | old poaching game began again; the same
and we were to have a little merry-making: | carousings at the public-house, He threw

Tor we were well-to-do poor people. I made | off all disguise now,left us to keep her,and spent
a beautiful cake; and the night before we got | his few earnings at the tap; and night after
hier two prescots wrapped up ready-—we | night reeled home as drunk as drunk-could be.
always saved up the whole year for this—and ! May you never see such » home, Jenny!
put them out to give her in the mowing. ! A f{ew weeks before you were born, which
Her birthday was the first of July, and the was just after Easter, and Iaster was late that
glorious sun roused us very early. Your year, things got desperate. George Webb
graudfather had to leave for work at six; and was in debt, as all drunkards are.  His home
when he found she was not down, he laughed, had scarcely a chair in it; for though we took’
and said he would * go and call the lazy puss” care of poor Rose, we did but little for him.
As be went I stood stil} to listen for hermer- Indeed, it wasno use: in his drunken fits he
1ty laugh. ¥ could hear nothing: all was still. i would smash everything.
Then grandfather’s foot sounded along t!xe « He generally kent away from us; but one
passage—it was a funny old housz. <Ob,’ I _day, one unfortunite day—aud yet, poor
thou~ht, “he wont wake her. and is coming thing? she’s better offi—one day Rose was sit
back softly.” 1 peeped into the passage, when tineju our cottage, and I was belping to sew
1 caueht sight of.lm}) with such a fuco;, like gome baby clothes for her; he marched in
death.  Wile, wife! said he, * oh, Tcan't bear : y;qif-tipsy, and began to abuse her, called her
Y and fell fainting on the floor.” . *madam with the pretty face, the ‘dutiful
Here tie old womun broke down, and Jave | daughter,” and all sorts o’ sneering things.
and she sobbed aloud for some moments. | She answered him very meekly—lter spirits
“Granny,” said Jane after a pause, “ was she | were all gone, poor dear! Bat he got worse
dead?” and worse; told her he was going to be hung
« No, child, she was alive. else yon would | one of these days; that bis futher had said he
not have been here,” said Mrs. Wilmot some- | would come to the_gallows. She looked at
whatsternly. She had run away, leaving a | him asif to meit a stone; but the evil spirit
Jetter on the bed, which told us that she'd . must have been at hig lbow, for he rushed up
gone off'at daybreak, according Lo settlement,  to her and knoecked her down. I screamed
1o some place, to be married. She asked us | out, flew at him like a tiger, and dashed him
to forgive her on account of her great love ' away.  Ifelt that, for my child’s sake, I had
for George Webb. Mark you, Jane, the}the strength of a man. My screams brought
very idol of our souls for eighteen years broke - in a neighbour.  Webb made off, aud we got
our hearts for a drunkard she had only ; her on to the bed. She was'taken very bad,
known for afew months. 1 thought your,and not long after yon were born. She then
poor grandfather wouid die, he cried so ; began to sink fast. ¢ Mother,” se’d she to me
bitterly. y ¢ father’—she held 2 hand of both; the words
“In a week or two she wrote to say she are written-on my heart—1 have prayed to
was married, and thaf, {rusting to our love to " God ever so long to forgive my sins for
forgive her, they weuld soon come back and * Cliist's sake, especially my great wickedness
seftie near us.  We did forgive her, but our - to you. Take my babe to your heorts; and
carthly happiness was wone. ~ Qur troubleleft - may the Almighty save her from her drunken
a mark upon us; the Bible came down week- - father!” She died soou after this. When
days as well as Swndavs, and. thanks be to ' she was i the coffin her beauty seemed all to
God. when he took one delight from us, he, come back.  Wiile she was dying, your
gave usanother. When they arrived we took | father had goue in his dronken fit with some
her to our arms and forgave her, and helped comrades to lay wait for the squire’s game-
him, theuwh we conldn’t abide him, to make  keeper.  They only wmeani to give hima
& hamo for her.  She didu't look like herself Leating, they suid; but somehow he got killed.
—quite altered. I verily believe, Jane, and 1 The constables were soon sfter your father;
T'd have you notice what U say, child, that however, he managed to gel to our cottage
she had repented of Ler choice in three weeks: - about ten o’clock the night before poor Rose
however, she said nothing: she had a true was serewed down. and he begged so hard,
woman's heart after all, and never complained  that we let the wreiched man look at  her.
of her husband.  The winter came, and , He slipped on his knees beside the coffin, and
Gearge Webb hadn’t much work.  Often and |, cricd ike o child. ¢ Rosy,' said he,*T did love
often T went into take her alittle savoury “you, and but for that cursed drink—well, it's

«dish, which she, dear girl' always tiok as if; no-use now.” Then he got up and said to

shy was doing me a favour, and not as if her | me, * Mrs. Wilmot, I'm off at once to London
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i I con got there, aud from there abroad. Ijtoward God'as well as belisved in Jesus

know you'll be a mother to the poor babe.’
“ Your grandfather movedright away from
the village, and we've never seen your father
from that day to this. I can say no more to-
night Jane.”
“You have said enough, dear gramy,

Christ. They will all say in one voice,

P What liath God wrought!;’ The anthem,
j as Whitefield said of old, they shall sing in

heaven, willbe, “What hath God wrought I

'] They will all say, “ By the grace of God I

said Jave through her tears; “I promise you, [ 80 wkere I am,” as well as By the grace
I will do all Tean to be a comfort to you and | of God I am what T an.”

grandfather; and, God helping me, I will never |

marry an unsteady man.”

+Oa -

LAST DAY DISCLOSURES.

I expect to see many w

last day. Iexpect iosee many at the right ' one mind.

Pharisecs there are upon earth many—
there were, there are, there always will be
in the visible churches -of Chnst. But

i there will be no Pharisees ir heaven, no

self-righteous people in heaven, no proud
people in heaven, no sin-loving people

onders at the 1 heaven—all will be of one heart and

Oh! mno. There will be

hand of the Lovd Jesus Christ, whom 1' 0 discord, no dissensions, no want of unity. -

once feared I should see upun the left.

1 They will have all mourned their sins

expecL to see )na“y al the ](sﬁ; hand “vbo:n . ﬂ"d f()lSz!]{eI) t]\e)l' |INS, 311](] ﬂl&-\' Wi]l

I, inmy folly and thoughtlessness, supposed ' 2

say, *“We owe what we have, not to

were good Christians, and would be at the ! Owrseives, but to Chuist Jesus the Lovd.”

right.

But there is one thing I do not expect to
see—one thing I am sure I shall not see—
I shall not see at the right hand of Jesus
Christ one single impenitent man.  I<hall

see Abrabam there, who suid, “I am dust. the wholesnow warld.

and ashes” 1 shall see Jacob there, who

said, “I am not worthy of the least of all thy |

mereies.” 1 shall see Job there, who said,
o I am vile,”
said, “* [ was shapen in Iniguity : i sin did
my mother conceive me.”” I shall see
Isaiah there, who said, “Iam a man of
unclean lips.”
who said, « Iam the cbief of sinners”™ T
shall see the martyr Jobn Bradford there,
who s2id often at the end of iils Jutters,
“That wretched sinner, that miserable sin-
ner, John Bradford®™—thaz John Bradiord
who said, whenever be saw a man  going

to be hangred, “¢ Thera goes John Bradford, |

|

{

b

I shall see David there who .

I shall see holy Paul there,

—Ryle. :

O

SNOW FLAKES.

One great law of erystallization controls
Every flake has a
skeleton as distinet as the human skeleton,
and yzt the individual flake is as different
from its neighbour as a man is from his
The fundamental law of the snow is fo
crystallize in three, or some mu'tiple of
three.  All itsangles musi besixty, or ong
hundred and tweniy. Al its prisms and
prramids mnst be irianguler or hexazonal
whether spicular, or pyramidal, eriamellar,
it ever conforms to its own great iaw of.
order, and thasconveys deiight to the eye,
aud most  delight to him who, having

‘pleasure i the works of God, seardhes

but for the prace of God.” Ishall see’

Archbishop Usher there, whose last words

were, “ Pardon my many sins, especially |
my sins of omission.” I shall see holy

Grimsbaw ihere, whose last words were,
“ Here goes an unprofitable servant.”

They will ail bave confessed sin.

them ont.

Seme men teproach the Protestant
Chaurch for its vavious seets,  But letsuch
men examine God’s works.  Unity in
variety is the law of the snow. Thereis
a Trinity v it. Every snow flake imitates
its Creator by being three in oue. It

has astern basis of fundamental dnctrine;

But they will all be of one heart. They jand iv would excommunicatr any snow-
will allbe of one mind. They will all be , flake that tried tostund on any «ther. But
ofoneexperience. They will all have hated around that fundamental unity is the free
sin. They will all have meurned for sin. | play of individual peculiarities.  All snow-

"They takes are alike essentially, while probably

will all have forsaken sin. They will all | ho two areidentical in d-tails—~—Dr. Kirk
have repented as well as believed—repented | on Snow Flakes by Am. Tract Society,
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February 21st, 1864.

THE BCWED WOMAN HEALED.
Read Luke xiii. 1-17.%

1. Christ teaches repentance, ver. 1~3.

Christ had just Leen urging, in the last
verses of the 12fh chupter, the importance
of immediate reconciliation with God, when
gome of his hearers told him of the sudden
slaughter of the Galileans. 1t is supposed

that these Galifeans, in some insurrection of

the Jews, of which they were innocent, had
been slaia while worshipping at the temple hy
Pilate’s soldiers. I'he Galileans being Herod’s
subjects, their death might occasion the quar-
rel between him and Pilate. chap. xxiii. 12.
The tower of suloam was at the south-east
angle of the wall of Jerusalem.

Evidently the Jews thought the sudden
death of these men a token of divine wrath.
Christ wished 1o impress on them that it was
not su, but tiat the unrepentant sinner would
smrely perish, aud perhaps as suddeuly, his
blood minghng with bis sacrifice.

IX. The barren fig-tree, ver. 6-19.

oA fig-tree in @ vineynrd.  Peculiary
voured and cared for.  7'hrec years was the
time usnally allowed to try such trees. Christs
ministry anrong the Jews was just such a

period.  Cumbereth. Not only uscless, but
wjurivus. Other frulls might grow there,

The dresserof the vineyard represents Christ.
He ackaowledred the justice of the sentence,
but pleads that he had still one other expedient
to try.

Y. The borwed woman healed, ver. 10-17.

Christ was teaching in oue of the syna-
gogues of Perea, whea this woma, probably
old and poor, afiracted his eve. She came
to worshup—her feebie friume and bent back
could unt keep bor away from God’s worship.
She glorified God—-shows her heart was
right. :

The raler of ihe synagogue openly charged
Christ with Sabhath breaking, and warned
the people nnit so seek cures on the Sabbath.
Thou hypocrite.  Christ's anger was kindled;
hefore ail he exposes the hypaocrisy-  On the
Sabbath they thought 1t right to care for their
oxen. 1t was envy aguinst Christ, not love
for the Sabbrth, that wade them blame him
for caring for this poor but good woman.

*This_passage is one whero most teachers should
nfing themsclves to fico of the sections it contains.
o tezchers may find from ver- 10-17 cnough.

fa-

THE GOOD NEWS. '

APPLICATION.

1. Affliction iznomark of God's dicplea-
sure. 'The wicked often prosperin this world
and the good suffer. So Jeseph, Job, Lezarug,
Luke xvi. 20; Christ himself, Tsa liii. 4
You may be God’s child though sorely afflie-
ted, Heb. xii. 6; Rev. vii. 14.

2. Prosperityisno mark of God's favour.
Asaph found out this, Psal. Ixxiii. 12-28.
The people of Melita fell into this mistake,
Acts xxviii. 4-6. Beware of such a mistake;
if prosperity makes you confident and prou?,
it may cost you your soul!

3. Repent or perish. Your Judge on
‘ “that duy” savs so! 1lesays it now in kind-

ness to you! Cease doing what is wrong--~
try to do what right—&leanse your hearts and
vour bands. Christ will help you.. Have
you ever thus repented, or are you just now
what you lLave always been? 1f you repent
not you perish—no escape, no excuse—how
awful! Mark ix. 44.

4. Areie like the barren fig-tree?

1 Highly fuvoured by God. Itgrew ina
jvinevard. How many are our privileges?
| Saubbaths, Bibles, teachers.
i Long spared, though fruitless.  Year after
 year the fig-tree was spared.  God has sought
“fruit,” that is, obedience, love, aud holiness,
{in ns for many years, and found it not; yet at
| Christ’s intercession we are spared. Still it
{ may be only for a very little longer. The axe
may be laid at the root. Once more God
waits another year, another month, another
i Sabbath, to see :f you will turn to Him!
+ Oh, turn mow! Matt. xxi. 19; Daniel v
i 5. How good, how elorious Christ is!
i He looks at the most wretched. His eye
! rested on this poor, friendless, hopeless woman
in pity and love. * The chief of sinners” he
Jovesto save, 1 Tim. i. 15. Xven those who
seek himnot, John xv. 16. The poor woman
souglhit no cure for her body.

Heis able to save to the uttermost. No
enemy can stay his hand, Daniel iv. 35.
' No body or mind so weak that he cauunot
-make it strong, Dent x=xifi. 255 Zech. ix
11; Isa. xi. 29, 30.

Do you knuw this Suviour? Hashe healed

ou?
’ 6. Is your religion like Christs, one of
love? That of the ruler was not, it was one
of furmality. Christ’s was full of love to all.
Is yours such? You may keep the Sabbath,
and not be better than the ruler was.

SUBORDINATE LESSONS. .

1. Do you see more sin iz yoarself than in
any one-else? ver.2. It should be’so; you
ses no heart bat your own. .




THE GOOD NEWS.
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2. To do no good is sufficient to condemn | we may suppose Gideon testified againgt—
you. The trce had no fruit, Matt. xxv. 25.|The Angel whe gave him the commission was

16.
4. Beware how you despise the old, the
poor, " the deformed. Children often do so.
—Edin. 8. S. Lessons.

O————

February 28th, 1864,

AN ANGEL SENDS GIDEON.
JubGrs x1. 1-24.

Perse 1. 'T'he children of Isreel had had rest
for forty years. Nothing that occurred during
that time is recorded. The time of temporal
prosperity is passed over in silence and the
story of another distress, and another deliver-
anceis given. It teaches the often told lesson
that where there is sin, there will be suffering.
The Israclites had executed vengeance on the
Midianites, just before the death of Moses,
and bhad almost extirpated them, but the
rempant increased and acquired power.

Perses 2-6. The distress to which they
were'driven is here recorded. The Midianites
became their chief oppressor, for seven years
they were obliged to resort to the dens and
caves of the earth. Their houses were des-
troyed, their crops were devoured, and their
cattle were carried gway, till ther became
greatly impoverished. It is empbatically
stated that the Midiarites came uwp “like
grasshoppers  for multitude "—an’ image
which conveys alively idea of Loth their
countless numbers and their cruel ravages.

Verses 1=10. The children of Israel having
been afilicted on account of their transgression
cried unto the Lord in their troable, but be-
fore delivering them from their trouble he
sent a prophet to call them to repentauce—
The message which the prophet carried was
very plain and convincing, and wus probably
delivered throughout the land. It doubtless
bad considerable affect, ag it prepared the
way for their deliverance.

Ferses 11-24. The individual God raised
up to be the deliverer of his people was
Gideon. Gidesn’s father was still alive, but
he was passed by and this honour put upon
thg sou, for the father kept upin his own
family the worship .of Baal {ver. 25), which

3. Itis always the time to-do goed, VOr 1 evidently the son of God himself. “ Thou

mighty man of Falour,” ver. 12. 1t may
be that Gideoa was meditating on the miser-
able state of Israel, and conceiving bold de-
sigus against their invaders, which however he
saw 10 possibility of accomplishing. To
these conceptions the words of the Angel may
refer. « That thou talkest,” &c.; ver. 17.
(#ideon seems to have desired some assurancer
that the person, now speaking was He, who
at the bush commissioned Moses to deliver
Israel out of Igypt. Jrmovap-shalom,
means the Lord send peace. (ideon does
does not seem to have intended this altar for
sacrifices, but, for a monument of the Lord’s
appearance.

Learn 1.—That the iendency of our fallen
nature to apostatize from God is so strong,
that no means can of themselves prevent its
effect. In all cases when divine grace is with-
held man as vaturally does evil as the stope
falls to the ground. -This is seen in the con-
duct of the children of Israei, not oniy in this
portion of scripture, butin preceding and
succeeding chapters.

2. That misery invariably follows sis, #ilt
itis repented of and forsaken.

3. That if a sinver, or a backsliding saint
returns to the Lord, the Lord will return to
him, aud wiil have mercy upon him.

4. That if the Lord’s people call upon Him
in the day of their troubie, e will deliver
them.

———)-

March 6th, 1864.

. THE DROPSY HEALED.
*  Read Lvke xiv. 1-14.

L. Christ cures the dropsy, ver. 1~6,

The kinduess oi the Phaisers seems to
bave been merely a pretenee to ensnare Jesus,
ver. 1. The raows of Eastern houses are often
open for the sake of covluess.  Probably this
man was in the court of the house—brought
there, perbaps, by the Pharisees designedly.
Christ asked the question asked him, Matt
xii. 10, and answered it Himself, as he an-
swered it there; the Jews - ere bouud to help
cven the ox or ass of an enemy, Kx. xxiii. D.

IL. Carist gives a lesson lo the guesis,
ver. 7-11. .
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It seems to have been a great entertajnment,
though it was on the Subbath-day. OChrist

saw the guests selecting the highest places for‘

themselves.
Christ statet what was the rule dictated by

casge to the much bigher principle, that humi-
lity will alw uys in the end be exalted over pride. !

111, Christ gives a lesson Lo his host, ver.
12-14. ‘

He said to him that bade him. Christ,
pever laid bis chavacter of o Divine teacher
aside, nor sost un opportuuity of doicg geod.
Christ suw the compan; around was ¢ -h s
iy described, vert 12, and huew his entertainer
required the lesson to Lo cha~itable us well as’
friendly.  Christ nover meant that we should -
not be kind to those noticed in ver. 12,

]

APPLICATION.

1. Chris? lived among men. e was no
hermit, Lke John the Baptist, Mati. xi. 18.
He mingled witl' children of toil.  “Is vot-
this the carpenter 2 He was found at their |
weddings, their feasts, their funerals—yet He -
was “the 1loly Oue” lle can give you of
His Spirit.

2. Christwas always trie to God wadd kind
to man.  He kept the Sabbath holy to Ged.
He healed the poor man, ver. 4, stlenced his
enemies, ver. 6—taight all around him. Walk "
in your Master’s «teps.

3. Beware of any scrvice that requires’
you o ferget the law of love.  1f any religi-
ous service does so, it is not Carist’s religion; |
do not do it. If any cuslom of trude or
society does s0, refuse obedience. “ Corban I*
“ Tricks of trade”

4. Humility will be cxalted over pride.
Assure as God lives; as sure as Christ was
humble and the devil is proud. Learn to
think littie of yourselt—~mauch of others—most
of Christ.  Mordecai nud Haman.  David
and Goliath.

8. Be courteyus.  TPoliteness, which the
world cannot want, is jus the shadow of 2 snd--
pess.  See you have the reality, aud yon wvill
bave the shadow.  Alraham arel Pawl were
most courtfeous, Gen. xidi. §: Phill x 25,

T. Belkird to the poor for Christ's sake, |
and He will coant it as done to iiimself, ver !
14 “He that giveth to the poor lewdeth to
the Lord.™ Is God your debtor; or will you |
not trust Him ? i

Be unkind, and He will repay it too!
Ahab and Naboth, Prov. xiv. 31; Matt.
xxv. 42, 43.—Edin. S. S, Lessons.
e O o —

A map’s most glurious actions will at last
be found to be but glorious sins, if he hath
made himself, and not the glory of God, the
end of those actions.

)

t

THE GOOD NEWS

)
dence aud by politcuess, and refrrs the! X
L X e y | Practically, they

» < Well, time enough yet!

ive Ly the day.
“seem futile would be saved to the Master,

LIVE BY THE DAY.

)

One of the reasons why Christians do
not attain to fuller and deeper and richer
life, is, that they do not. live by the day,
assume lo themselves
long lives—ample time fur the perforance
of those duties, and the carrying out of
those plans which should be begun at onca
They leave unsaid many woids of cheer
aml counsel; they defer many kind nets;
they negleet to entor many a path of

, usefuluess, giving as an excuse, when con-

stience lifis up her quiet tone of reproach,
“Time enough vet, I can do it to-morrow.”
The habit results from a desire common to
all for present ense— yet a little more
steep, 5 little more slumber.”  Oue says,
“Ido not exercise the charity which I
ought; 1 will Legin the New Year with a
ditterens spirit.”  Another knows that he
is penurious! ¢“Next week I'll begin to
give more.”  Onethinks he is notexerting
any direet influence for Christ; «To-mor-
ron” he wili be mere faithful to souls.
Another sees lis businesssuffering through
Jack of provident forethought, and says,
T1) look over
matters systematically soon.” The indo-
lent mansays, * Monday I will go to work.”
"The iupenitent man hopes at some time in
the ample hereafter he shall repent and be
at peace with God.

Many pangs would it take away from-
death-led 1eflections, were it our habit to
Many lives that now

aml to a vorld sadly in need of labourers.

. Tlie gain in peace of conscience would be

aimost immeasurable.  There are proba-
liy very  few who, were the angel of death

Cto hnoek Jor admittance at the close of

so1ae uay in the nidst of what is called
“u eareer of active usefulness,” wounld not
say with sudden distnay, “ Why, I have .
not really begun my life. I bave been
gefting ready to live. I am not vet pre-
pared to give acconnt of one day of full
Yiving '—T'ract Journal. :

S~

A teay, dropped in the silence of a sick
chamber, often rings in heaven with a
sound which belongs not to earthly trum-
pet or bells.— Beecher. = . )



