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COLD APPLICATIONS IN CROUY. Harden, Schmidt, and Copeland, speak well of cold
AY THE EDITOR. affusion to the head, to relieve the cungestinn pros

duced by the impeded respiration of eroup.

1n Rankin for 1853 (vol. 2, p. 278) Dr. BOT““”%“
recomnends the employment of ice 17. the neck, 13

N e i 3 Iy stages of croup ; an

ections of the thruat, one eannut but be rewind- ‘Pli:f"s l‘htel:::nl:fti of 1:::1.*::;&5:5, m?e of which Tras hia
of tt+ truth of the remark, that our profession :gwn som, & child of two sears of age. A handker-
constantly bringing furward ol forms of treat- chief. folded as a cravat, was dipped in ired warer
ent, and that our knowledge of them i3 increas- and ;rm yed round the r;eck . a small bladder con-
g by e attention. 1 well rememtier, yeurs ago, minin Plrn anents of ive, was applied to each
being inatructed by a clergyman’s wife concern-. sidde ‘5. thehneck the lin':bs at the same time
g this cold water treatmeut of croup - her children irein wrapped in. warm flannel, and Kkept warm
always having eroup, she suid, and yet she by b‘fmlus fall of hot water. These applications
er bad & docter for them; a cold wet cloth and = S0 0 4 oot half honr,  Immediately #fter
ttle syrup of squills being all she ever required. the first, the heat of the head, with the agitation and
d years ago, I was called to what aflerwards distress diminished, the cough ceased, and the
ored 1o be a very serions ense of this disease, in [ ool ey aaleep ' This treatment wWas persevered
hich the mother, a lady from Minnesots, at the ipn for fve hours v.vheu the vraval alone was conti-
set, begged me 1o employ cold water, and gave |, o4 and wet at more Cistant intervals, uutil the
ber r(t:ason, 1"‘)“.“133 very 1;'"." l"“li hefure l{““ next ’day The results were tie same in the othertwo
red of croup by its means nlone. It was & New Lk : : i diate and effec-
Heans doctor, she said ; and he wrapped the child ::.:«;s, the relief being equally imme
warmly all but the throat, which he kept very : : 50 (vol. 1 p. 49) Dr. Luzsinsky,
d for two or three hours, by means of wet towels ; ‘“::mg_aﬁ}“:' cllgn dre(n‘: hos{:iml )in Vienna, gives,
en the child went off into a quiet sleep,.aud daily. from a half to two drachms of carhonate of
2 the next moraing as well as ever. She insisted potas.h with syrup, in disided doses, 1ill the cough
the never gave it any medicine, and that he becomes soft and loose : and direcis the whole
d her, it was the only way he ever treated croup. body to be kept warm and dry, whilst the neck is
this true ? She seemed seriously in carnest |, &% 4 assiduously fomented with ice-cold
pat it, but { did not dare to trust her, and there- water’ the patient getting, at_the same time, & con-
¢ insisted on leeching and antimony, and the stant ,supp\y of ice-cold milk and water, in small
ld but barely recovered. My miteutiou, how- quaatities. This treatment is continued from one
) 43 may be unagnngd, was now fully arcused to to three days, when the cold ia gradually left off,
wbject ; and taking down Mason Good, (I 4"y ore nourishment allowed.
3ys begin ;gztg ‘;;? 12)50(;98‘.7»){1 f°‘l‘,“d that as| ™y o own experience of cold applications to the
! :F? as ? emed “.‘ﬁ’ o S‘h 9ters!€urg;_ throat, for croup, i3 likewise decidedly fusonrable,
o y“‘lg e;e:g ';m.e Y :E;d".‘“ avail, n a, ht 2111 have rarely omitted their employment for several
iy oynp:ceuh.x: T Grae. 'St‘é aht":;” w"‘.“'.t“; years past, and can truly affirm, that [ have never
dwate: (s(l)"gF ) over i N:'romaish eh adpa‘l % | witnessed & single instauce where they have not
pav) y i, e head along produced & marked good effect on tke breathing.
fm:"l ntherhbarsh treatment certalnly for aa{ 413"y o constantly order picces of ice to be
0 ;h hg ?vl:sm(.:oi;:b“l‘i ‘3 :}t:m::d ‘;het croup, ,‘at:t: held in the wouth, and the cold water to be swal-
ration ten timos (l::) aave the book )° e ag | lowed, in all inflammatory affections of the throat.
n successful ; and the ihild got well. He after- | Coinciding &s I do, s heartily, with Dr. Taylor, 1
ds employed’it frequently withs 1ik.e success feel that 1 wounld be wanting in my duty to my
strongly recommended i{ articularly in the readers were I not to give his article insertion, as,
ltagegoyf the disease His’ pr;an mast d{):ltl;tless in nddiu‘fm to thbe above, another valuable tesj.i- )
® been adopted by other physicians of his time, | 2007 g’ i‘&‘s eu;efn\ness. It is short and good. I give
A rl:a.d ofbsDr.lx:dillar, who walsthena.pbysician it unabridgec.
P> Petersburg, being extremely fortu wi
¢ Whith T Coatod o e ly fortunate Wih) 0E IN AFFECTIONS OF THE THROAT.
28 application of ice in 2 bladder was canvagsed | By M. K. TAvLoR, Surgeon U, S. Vols.,, Professor of the
r. Elliotson’s time (1839), for he mentions it in| Theory and P'ractice of Medicine, in the Medical Depart-
fectares, and gives it his sanction, provided jt| meotoftho lowa State Uinversity.
Hiter leeching. Deag Sir,—I have noticed several paragraphs in
- Wood in his Practice of Medicine (vol. 1, p.|tbe public journals lately, referring to the employ-
f 8ays that Dr. Fithian, of Woodbury, New | ment of ice, by some French gentleman, whose
Y, hag been very successful in his treatment of | name I do not at this momeat recollect, in certain
P Oy means of cold wet towels kept constantly | affections of the throat. His mode of applying the
ped to the throat and upper part of the chest. )ice seems to be that of allowing it to be dissolved

On perusing the excellent remarks in the Chicago
ical Examiner of December last, by Dr, Taylor,
f lowa, on culd applicativns in croup, and other;
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slowly in the mouth, or of swallowing it, that it
might be dissulved ia the stomach. | have nu donbt
of its efficacy in many cases when thus used. There
are many instances, however, and particularly in
infants, when it is difficult to secure any such fuvor-
able results, because of The want of co-uperation on
the part of the patients,

A more practicable mode, and one with which!
have been very favorably impressed, after sons- four
or five years trial, is that of its external application

to the throat, in nearly all of the lucal inflamm:tions |

of that region, oot connected with the eruptive
fovers.

I have used it in both inflammatory and spasmadic .

£rouy, in diphtheria,tonsilitis, laryngitis,and wdema
of thp glottis, and I aasure you of my belivf that we
possess no remedyfgso etfuctive, and at the same

time 30 manageable, as the external application of :
ice to the larynzx, or parts higher up, when thus in-
flamed. Its powerful sedative impresasion i3 observed ,
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quantities thud emplayed 1« much wone narked
than when & considerable larger quuntity is npplied
to the whole cerelirum.

1 have aut time 1o poepare uotes of cases, if |
were sa ddisposed, beesuse of the pressure of my
public duties : nor do ! consider it purticularly an
cesdary, W ensure the trial of the remedy by the
profesdion at lurge.  The hnown sedutive action of
coll i3 oo well apprecinwd by the profes<ion 1o
regquine auch detionatration,

I have not employed it in those anginose effec
tions of the thruat connected with searlating, lestit
wight interfere with the appearance of the erup
tion ; though in a deaprrate case, when other reme.
dies had failed, 1 should do su, and sevk to cnunter.
act any unpleasant effect by friction to the surface,
and artificial heat to the remote parts. 1 have seen
po unplesannt effects from ita use, thogh 1 can
readily coucrive that on young infants, withoat
proper care, its activn might be carried too far.

in a very short tims, directly upon the morbid pro- | Vo Profenr N. 1% Davis, Chicage Medicat Colloge.
cess ; while there is a general gedation, seen in the,
diminished action of the heart, and luss of temper- |
ature, with & correspunding moditication of febrile
excitement, upon tho continuance of the application ¢

SIMPLE DRESSING, FOR RECENT BURNS
BY JOMIN H. PACKARD, M.D., PHILADELIHIA.

of the remedy.

In infants, | hava seen it coutrol the croupy res-
piration in & very fow minutes, and that too when
timn i of the utmost importance, as in the scvere
forms of the spasmodic variety. In dipbtheria, it
does not always arrest the exudation of false mem-
brane, bat the ice will diminish the amount throwu
out, and assuage the local pain and swelling very
much. In the earlierstage of tonsilitis it will often
arrest the disease, always modifies and lessens the
inflammatory action, and prevents, to a very consi-
derable extent, the suppurative process. In some
cases, however, when repeated suppurative indam-
mations have occurred in the tonsils before, it has
not always arrested the formation of an abscess—
perbaps it might bave done 8o bad it been applied
in an earlier stage of the disease,

My mods of application has been to secure a pieco
of ice, the size of & hen's egg, so shapen as to adapt
itself to the form of the nec.k,f upon eacl side of the
larynzx, or as near i t of iaflammation as prac-
ticable ; and fomt?s, immediately to the sub-
maxillary region, upon one or both sides, as the
case might require. [ have generally adjusted the
ice by enveloping it in & single thickness of oiled
slik so that it could not slip from its proper place,
then placing it saddlewise over the larynx, 1
next envelope the whole neck with several thick-
neszes of flannel, with the view of preventing the
temperature of the surrounding air from contribut-
ing to any extent in dissolving it. When the ice
seems to be no longer required, the moderate appli-
cation of cold water will prevent 100 great reaction,
and the lighting up anew of the morbid action.

It does not, or at least I have not relied upoa it
solely with that view, do away the necessity of
other treatment; bat I bave generally employed
such medication as the circumstances seemed to
demand for the arrest of the disease, with only this
precaation; that antimony and viratrum be admin-
istered sparingly, lest too great depression be ob-
tained.

It will be recollected that the ice lies closely
upon the larger vessels of the neck, and that the
greater part of all the blood sent 1o, and returning
from the brain, comes more or less under its in-
fluence ; and that the sedative effect of the small

In the Spring of 1853, whilo an officer of the
Uhiladelphia City Dispensary, in Fifth street, 1 wa'
called one day tv attend & German maoufacturer of
fancy soaps, in the neighborhood, who had bees
severely burnt over the face, one arm, and theside
by the blazing up of a quantity of alcohol |
visited himn for several days, using from the ouwet
the ¢ Carron Qil,” or misture of linseed oil ad
lime water, a3 I bad been wught. But this faild®
allay his pain, even with the aid of anodynes give
internatly ; and becoming dissa .fied, he dismised
me, and procurcd the services of an old frienddof
his, formerly a surgeon in the Austrian army. Oe
my seeing him & sghort time afterwards, he told me
that his friend had given him immediate velief ¥
the application of fresh lard; and the appearsse
Otb: lt.hc injured parts was indeed surprisingly faves
able.

Bearing this case in mind, I mado a trial of
plan suggested, as soon as an opportunity offrd
itgelf, and was 50 well satisfied with the resalt thet
I continued its use. Since that time there bse
come under my care a great many cases of bum
and scalds of all degrees of extent and seseriyf’
hut none in which the simple dressing, above mer
tioned, has not answered well. It has repeatedls
1 do not know how oftem, occurred to me to ™
patients who have had other dressings applied, 18
whose sufferings continued unrelieved until #
jard wasg put on. -

Some of theso instances have impressed me v
forcibly. One was that of a child about three yes
of age, 10 whom 1 was accidentally called. Hols
pulled a kettle of boiling water off a table W
bimself, and was badly scalded over the face,
part of the chest, and arms. His mother had
linseed oil and lime water, but to no good purpo®

be was screaming and crying violently with ps
Some fresh lard baving been drought, 1 dressed ¥
injuries with it, when bhe immediately

crying, and in & few minntes fell into agound slesf
His recovery was very rapid.

Another case occurred to me & week Of
since. A child four years old was reaching
some play-thing on a mantel-piece, ovey &

when his clothes (he was in petticoats) swnng
against the fire, and he was instantly in
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Hefore the tire could be nut vy, he was burned vver
puth thighs, huth arms, the Lody, the buck of the
head. and slightly over the fugce.  When | anw him, .
gbout two hours afterwards, ht was suffering

uf simple verute.  About one part of cerate to four
or 3ix of lard will ususlly answer the purpese.

.SNu much hasg been written on the treatment of
barns, from the earliest thines to the present day,
woepe puin, amd very restless, adhough dressed | that it may appear presumptuous toattempt to throw
with Carron oil. A4 soon hawever, ad the entire any new light upou the subject.  But, so fac as
burnt surface was covered with fresh lued, b, wy reading goes, the simple deeasing, | have now
became easy, and remained so until his death,  wdrocated, has never becn more than mentioned by
which tonk place in about eighteen hours from the Jany writer, nor have 1 aet with any knowledge of
time of the aceident, it amony wy professiouss friends. So cumpletely

A3 hat been nlready stated, these cases are has it satistied me, after o vay extensive trial, that
amony very many Sthers which have cume under [ feel bound to make fts value known tu others,
wy notien.  They impressed themselves in my nind  confident that they will uot be disappointed in its
because of the very marked reliel given by the 1ard, | etfi-cts,.—~dm. Journal of Med. Science,

when other means had failed. Moreover, in children, |
we can nd & genersl rule, estimate the amount of
suffering by the amount of complaint made: |
whereas, adults will often, vither exercise self-res-
waint, or subdne the expression of pain from the
mere expectation of speedy relinf,

The ¢ Carron il " i3 well kuown to the public
as well a3 to the profeasion: so that it is often
applied by the bystanders, or trieuds, ia ca<es of |
burns, before the arrivul of the surgeon. [a use is*
advocated in preference fothat of any other article, |
in an able paper on the injuries in question, contri- |
buted by Dr. John Ashhurst, Jr., to thig jeurnal for
July, 1863, and this is the only one of the zoints so
well set fortn by him, to which I wonld ke excep-
tion. Thesmell of linseed vil is very offensive and
sickening, while the lime water, never wholly incor-
porsted with the oil, is apt to evaporate 2t maay
points, leaving the linen or uther stuff upon which
ivis spread, sticking to the skin. By covering the
dressing with oiled sitk, we may indeed obviate this
annoyance; but oiled silk, although usually at
band in an hospital, is seldum to be had in any
qusntity in private houses.

What we want to do in dealing with & burn, as re-
gardsloeal treatment, is gsimply to protect it from ir-
fitation ; reference beingy had here to the early per-
iod of the case only, and not to its later stages, when
stimulation is often called for, If, thurefore, we
cover the injured surface with a bland, unirritating
azd air proof medium, our ubject will be gained.
Seeh & medium I believe to be best furnished by
freah lard.

This material can almost always he procarea in
a0y desired quantity, and at the shurtest notice.
If salted, it can easily be deprived of the salt, by
washing it with water. My own practice is to
tpread it thickly on pieces of very soft old linen, or
muslin (old table cloths are excellent) and then
war off pieces of suitable size to amply cover the
efbcted parts. The greatobject is to apply the dress-
iag accurately to the surface. For the face, a rask
tay be readily made of a piece of the spread stuff,
ﬂ!.eeyelids, or ears, if involved, being first covered
¥ith small bits of it.  When o limb is concerned, it

 better to tear off strips,and wrap the parts lightly
¥ith them, like 2 common bandage, except that no
Mrerges are made. Or reverses may be made, the
! of each being smeared with the lard before
tcomes on the skin. Asit is impossible to dress

s neatly, we may as well discard at the outset
Allidea of doing so, and aim wholly at promoting
the eomfort of the sufferer.

In very warm weather, or when the patizut is to
"main in a heated atmosphere, an important
“"_lntage, in almost every case of severe and ex-
kutive burns, the {ard may be deficient in * body”;
%8 then nereasary o 4dd to it a small proportion

!

THE SUBCUTANEUUS INJECTION OF
QUININE.

The succs«s attending the hypodermic method of
administering morphia, atropia, etc., has suggested
the same method of employing quinine in the treat~
ment of remittent and intermittent fevers. Da, W.
J. Moore of the Bombay Medical Service (Lancet)
clnims almost invariahle success in thirty cases of
intermittents, the case seldom requiring a second
application: and finds remittents subside afier the
tifth and sixth injection. Dr. Chagseaud, of
Smyrna, also reports one hundred and fifty cases,
and especially commends this system where gastric
symptoms render the exhibition of quinine by the
mouth impracticable.

The preparation used is a strong solution com-
posed of thirty grains of guinine, eight or tendrops
of dilute snlphuric acid, and half an ounce of water.
Of this solution, from balf a drachm toa drachm
(from 3 tu 3 grs of quinine) is injected. No other
remedies are used, except a little sulphate of soda
when the bowelg are confined, or, when indicated,
some of the preparations of iron. Dr. M. generally
injects beneath the skin ove~ the outer belly of the
triceps extensor muscle, or over the deltoid. Be
kag also injected with equal success on the thigh
and calf, or over the spleen,when there is anenlarge-
ment of that organ. The instrument employed
is the ordinary hypodermic syringe. To avoid irri-
tation, it is important that the instrument be per-
fectly cloan, and that none of alkaloid be left in
suspension instead of solution. The best time to
inject i3 shortly before the cold fit, but if done
during the first stage, it will lessen, and sometimes
stop the whole paroxysm.

In cases of remittent fever, & good time to com-
mence is during the remission, repeating the opera-
tion at intervals of six oreight bours. Dr. M. thinks
that four or five grains of quinine, injected beneath
the skin, are equal in their effects to five or six times
that amount taken into the stomach, and that the
effects are more certain, and relapsing attacks less
common. Am. Med, Times.

InpLaTiON OF THE Tympavom.—Mr, Toynbes has
noticed that the Enstachian tubeis naturally closed,
but that it is opemed by the tensor and levator
palati mascles, daring the process of deglutition.
Acting on this fact, Politzer of Vienna employs an
ludis-rubber bottle, to which & flexible bougie is
attached; thls being introduced into the nose,
and the nostrils irmly closnd over it; the patient
is given a liquid to swellow, and at the moment of
doing so the air is drive into the nasal cavity from
the bottle, and seldom fails of entering the tympa-
num, as the nares at this moment is completely
closed by the velum palati.—Medical Times,
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GALEN.

“In Romo” says Galen, “no one secks after
truth; money, public offices and voluptuvusness
ure the sole objects of life. IHle who devotes him-
self to the acquisition of knowledge, is considered
insane. Among those who appear to take an
interest in me, [ am often blamed for applying my-~
self 100 closely to researches atter truth, They say
that I will never gain uny adeaatage, eitber for my
friends or for myself, until 1 throw aside this habit,
and pay my court to the great in the morning, and
sup with them in the evening. It is indeed by such
attentions, that acquaintances are made, protection
is insured, and practice obtained. It is thus, rather
than by merit and learniug, that confidence is
jnspired. And how can it be otherwise? Who are
the judges between us? They are men who pass
every hour of their lives in frivolous and disreput-
able occupations. When ill, they do not seek the
attendance of the best informed physician, with
whom, when in health they had no acquaintarce;
but they callin those who have been their boon com-
panions, who flatter them ; give them cold water,
if they so desire; baths, if they wish; ice, wine, in
a word, anything they fancy.
. [ ] [} . [ [ . . P

“Soon after my arrival in Rome, Glauco, the phi-
losopher, took a great funcy to me, in consequence
of my imputed skill in diagnosis. Meeting me acci-
dentally in the street,and shaking hands with me, he
remarked, ‘I have fallen upon you opportanely; I
wish you to visit with me a patient in this neighbor-
hood whom [ have this moment left—the Sicilian
physician,whom you saw walking with me some days
since, and who is now ill.’ I inquired of bim what
ailed his friend, when, with his habitual candor he
replied, that Gorgias and Apelas had spoken to him
of my skill in diagnosis and prognosis, which ap-
peared to them more like the result of divine inspi-
ration than of medical science; and that he wished
to know for himself, whether I really was thus skil-
ful He had bardly done speaking before we reached
the door, so that [ bad no opportunity of replying. I
have often said that on some occasions the signs of
disease are certain, at other times they are ambigu-
ous, and require to be considered again and again.
As we entered, [ observed a servant carrying from
the sick chamber, & vessel containing a thin bloody
sanies, like the recent washing of flesh,® a sure evi-
dence of diseased liver. Without appearing to
notice this circumstance, I proceeded with Glanco
to the patient's apartment ; when, placing my fingers
on the wrist of the sick man, I examined his pulse
in order to determine whether the attack was inflam-
matory, or simply & weakness of theéffected viscus.
As the patient was himself a physician, he remarked
that he had recently been up, and that the effort of
rising might have accelerated the pulse; bat I had
already discovered the evidences of inflammation ;

The urine loaded with pink or lateritious sediments.—Ed-
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and seeing, on a recess in the window, a jar coq.
taining something like a preparation of hyssop i
honey and water, [ knew that be Lad mistaken his
disease for pleurisy ; in which, a8 in inflammation of
the liver, there is usnally pain nader the false riby
He hind been led to this upinion, as [ at once perceir.
¢d,by experiencing this pain,by his short and hurris
breathing, and by a slight congh.  Uniderstundisg
the cuse, thereture, and turning to good accom;
what fortune had thrown in my way, in ordery,
give Glauco & high opinion of my ability, [ placd
my hand over the false ribs, on the right side of
the paticnt, and at the same time declared thisn
he the seat of pain, which the sick man admitted »
be correct.  Glauco, supposing | had made thy
discovery mercly by examining the pulse, hegant
vIpress surprise.  But to increase his astonishmen
I added, ‘inasmuch as you admit the existence of
pain at this spot, I wish you further to say, whethe
you are troubled with a slight cough, and whethe
your cough is not dry, without sputa, an< occurriy
atlong jntervals. While 1 was yet speaking, iy
sick mnn was seized with a cough, such as I b
described, whereat Glauco was exceedingly excited,
and oo lunger able to contain himself, began 1+ w
ciferate in praise ot' my abilities. ¢Do not thint
said 1, * that these ure all the discoveries myan
enables mo t0 make; there are others yet tow
mentioned, which will elicit the testimony of th
patient.’ When, turning to the latter, I resumed:
¢Is not the pain in this part increased, and accon
panied by a senae of weight in the right hypochos
Jrium, whenever you tuke a full breath #/ At bus
ing this the patient also was surprised, and wasu
loud in my praise as (ilauco. Seeing fortunesdl
smiling upon me, I was desirous of making som
remark in reference to the shoulder, which appean
to he drawn downwards, as often occurs in seven
inflammations, as well as in induration of the liver:
but I did not veature tospoak on this point, feariy
to diminish the admiration which I had already e
cited. Nevertheless, I touched upon it cautionsly,
saying to the patient, * You will not bo longi
feeling the shoulder drawn downwards, if perchase
you do not find it so already,” when he admittel
this symptom also Seeing him greatly estonishe,
[ said, ‘I will add but one other word to show wix
you conceive to be the nature.of your compiatat’
Glauco declared bhe would not be surprised if |
should do even this, But the patient, overemm
with wonder at such promise, observed me closel),
waiting for what I would say. [ told him he ha
taken bis disease for pleurisy. This, with a turthe
expression of surprise, he admitted to have been b
own opinion, as well as that of his attendant, w
bad been fomenting his side with oil, for the reii
of the disease. From this time forward, Glaw
entertained the highest opinion both of meand ¢
our art; for, bavin; never before come in contss
with a physician of c onsumuate ability, he had it
erto formed but an humble estimate of the pr
fession."-~From the * Historical Sketches® of Dr. V.
J. Fourgeaud. Pacific Medical and Surgical Jowrnd

Semirts or TORPENTINE.~We have no record th#
spirits of turpentine has ever proved fatal to hum#
life. Given in doses of a wineglassful or more,3
bas seemed to act merely as an aperient, altho!
in some instances, it has produced violent i
tion of the urinary organs ; and in others, intoxior
tion, followed by coma, collapse, and convulsiosh
but not death.—Guy.
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Bypongruic Isgcrion or QuiniNg 18 Tyenotp Fever.
By Theophilus Mack, M.D., St. Cutherines, C. V.

In the early part of Japuary last I bad to endure, .,

one of the most painful trinls which full to the lot
of one exercising an art peculiarly buset with

anxieties and troubles—typhoid fever, of a very!
getious type, having wade its appesrance in the’

family of s personal friend. Afuwr the recovery of
" ywo of the younger tiembers, the two eldest daugh-

. werswere taken, and from the outset theirsymptoms !
were portentous of evil. The elder of the two young |
ladies having succumbed to the disease, the second, !

on the night after ber sister's death, presented the
following discouraging group of symptoma:—
Profound stupor: pupils insensible to light; sub-
sultus; deglutition lost; evacuations involuntary;

extremities cold ; a peculiarly offensive odor from |

the whole person ; sordes about the teeth; tongue
fssured, and covered with a dark brown fur. No
eflort of thoge about her could elicit any sign of
intelligence ; pulse extremely rapid and small.
Dissolution within a few houra seemed immunent ;
infact the funeral of the siswer. already dead, was
postpooed, in order that the last sad rites might be
_pesforme : for both at the same time. [t i3 useless
for me to say that the treatment had been actively
stimulating and sustaining, and that in conjunction
with two other consulting confréres, everything
had, 30 far, been done to avert the impending catas-
uwophe. At this crisis I resolved to muke use of
hypedermic isjections of quinine. I consequently
injected at once an aleoholic solution of the pure
alkaloid into the axilla, the bends of the elbows,
-and the ingainal and popliteal spaces; thus intro-
 ducing about twelve grains of the remedy.
i ldirected the operation to be repeated by my
ipartoer, Dr. Clark, after the lapse of about five
‘honrs ; and wearied and dispirited, [ retired to rest.
t Upen awaking in the morning, [ found a note
‘informing me that the symptoms were all abating;
ted upon visiting my patient, I found deglutition
jmproving, and the rectum ahle to retain enemata
tae more. The injections were kept up for about
ninety-six hours, graduslly diminishing the quan-
tty, and confining them to two regions enly.
8bs convalesced steadily and slowly, sloughs
occarring over the sacrum and at four of the points
bare the syringe had been entered.

Hebichs,

Os Astaxa : 178 PaTHOLOGY AND TaEaTMeNT. By
Hewry Hyde Salter, M.D., F.R.S. Fellow of the
Royal College of Physicians; Physician to Char-
ing-cross Hospital, and Lectuarer at its Medical
&hool. 8vo. pp. 373. Churchill & Sups, 1860.

1t hes rarely been our province to review a work
hore charmingly written than this one, but it will
8 hardly sufficient we fear to tell those of our
eadars who have nat seen it, that we admire it, and
ve whiled away pleasant hours in its perusal;
@ profession, 80 proverbially practical, desires
hore than this : we will therefore let them take a
®D %8 it were into its pages—follow as in the
g, and in so doing shall endeavour to paint
i it ugefulness. His is a life's experience, and
% observation, with a large field to work in,
4 his remarks well deserve our consideration.

f After & full preliminary inguiry into the tenabit-
of the different prevailing theories concerning
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asthma, our author brings forward very strong ar-
gumentis 1o prove the following as the true patho-
logry of this disease :—

That asthma is essentially, with perhaps the ex-
ption of & single class uf cases, a nervous disease.
That its phenumena depend upon spasmodic con-
traction of the organic or unstriped rauscle which
cxists in the bronchial tubes, this spasm being pro-
duced by reflex action.

That in the largest oumber of cases, the pneumo-
gastric nerve, both in its gastric and pulmonary
portiung, is the seat of the disease.

And that oceasionally the source of irritation ap-
pears to he central, originating in the brain or
apinal cord.

He considers that asthma, like other diseases which

j leave no organic traces of their existence, produces

its saymptoms slone through the nervous aystem ;
and quotes farther in proof of it, cases that have
been brought on, or suddenly arrestesd by wmental
emotion, as fear, fright, or surprise, venereal excite-
ment even, being sufficient in some cases to cause
an attack, or when present to arrest it.

It is a curious thing, he continues, that these
emotions should have such contrary effects in diffe-
rent individuals, but analogous cases are not want-
ing in other discases; thus, it is well known that
shock will bring on chorea, and that shock also
will remove it

Among the reported cases in illustration, he
gives one of & gentleman, in whom an attack of
asthma was instantly arrested by the alarm occa-
sioned by an bhysterical fit in his sister, who was
giving him medicine when she fell. The relief in
this une, however, was but temporary, for the diffi-
culty of breathing returned when he had recovered
from the fright.

He considers also that the remedics employed for
asthma are such as appeal to the nervous system,
and mentions chloroform pariicularly as a proof.
He says that in post mortem examinations of per-
sons subject to asthma, who have died of other
diseases, nothing abnormal can be discovered m
either the lungs or heart, nor any signs whatever of
inflammation or its products.

Volkman, Williams, and others, have clearly
proved that the muscular coating of the bronchial
tubes undergues contraction on the application of
stimuli, either 10 the tubes tuemselves, or to the
trunks of the pneumogasiric nerves, causing in
some cases complete occlusion. For what purpose
indeed, he asks, can such a coating be but that it
may vary the calibre of the tube it invests?

In asthma the pneumogastric nerves are morbidly
sensitive, and effluvia, otherwise innocent, become
incentives to spasm. This reflex-action is also
well known 1o be induced by stimuli derived from
remoter parts; take for example peptic astbma, in
which an error in diet is sufficient to bring it on.
A loaded rectum too is a common cause ; and in a
curious case, quoted by our author, getting the in~
step cold was the source of irritation. And in an-
other, labor was the exciting cause of the asthma,
the difficulty of breatbing ceasing only after the
expulsion of the placenta.

He considers that this form of contraction,of the
bronchial tubes produces wheezing, that wheezing
is charaoteristic of asthma, and, as we understand,
denies a case to be asthma without it.

But he gives likewise three other ways in which
the calibre of these tubes may vary. We will place
the four together.
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Bronchial Catarrk.—By a plug of tenacious macus *©  The Treatment.~The first thing to be deune, on being
partly closing the passage. , called to a patient in u paroxysm of astbwma, i+ y,
Recent Bronchitis.—By congestive or intlammatory ; ascertain if there is any exciting cause actualy
thickening of the mucous membrane. " present and in operation, and if so, to rimuve i
Old Bronchiti<.—Ry plastic exudation, thrown out An undigested meal, or a fall rectum, may, a3 per.
into the submucous areolar tissue whilst the bron- pheral irritants, produce bronchial spasm ; the on

chitis was severe, and which has undergone subse-
quent slow contraction, in the same way as in aso-
pbageal or urethral stricture.

JAsthma.—By contractive of the circularly dis-
posed organic muscle, which exists in the bronchial
wall.

The last is spasmodic stricture, the other three
are aot; the first is no stricture of the tube at all;
and the second and third are inflammatory stric-
tures ; the second, recent, vascular, and mucoaus;
the third, old, fibrous and submucous. In all these
ways the column of air in 3 bronchial tube may be
constricted, and the tube converted into a musical
jnstrument; the seat of a scund thus will be souno-

rous or sibilant rhonchus, of high or low pitch, ac-.

cording as the tube is large or small.

The sibilus depending on a plug of mucous atick-
ing to the side of the tube, is generally, (always ulti-
mately) relieved by coughing.

Inflammatory tumidity of the mucous membrane
can never be dissociated from the symptoms of ex-
isting bronchitis, and the sibilus arising from it, is
not of transient appearance and disuppearance ;
the sibulus of asthma, howerver, may come oane
minute, and the next be gune, and is ever changing.

The sibilus arising from the contraction of plastic
exudation thrown around the tube, is of course un-
varying and irremediable.

After a very ecomplete and interesting clinical

history, our author next describes the varicties of

asthma. He divides them into those in which the

irritation i3 produced by effluvia inhaled; those|
where the exciting cause is the various fluids taken |
{ becomes free, and the patient passes from agoay?

into the stomach, absorbed into tlte blood, uand car-
ried to the lungs after having passed through the
liver and right side of the heart, which bhe styles
toxhemic or humoral asthma; reflex asthma from

machic, nervous or cerebro-spinal irritation ; and
symptomatic astha, comjlicating broncbitis, or
cardiac disense.

After a guod description of each variety, the
capses and consequences of asthma are fully en-
tered into; in treating of the latier he remarks ;:—
Asthma never kills, at least I bave never seen a
case in which a paroxysm proved fatal. Death
penerally occurs from the organic changes produced
in the heart and lungs.

One of the consequences of asthma, he says, is
narrowing of the bronchial tubes, from hypertrophy
of their muscular element, and congestive tumidity
of the mucous membrane

Asthma. he ohserves, may go on for a long time
without affecting the heart. even when the attacks
are very severe ; it iz unly when the dyspnca re-
mains in the intervals, that changes in this organ
take place. He does not, therefore, agree with Dr.
Todd, who considers dilatation of the right ventricle
diagnostic of asthma, and presses his finger beneatn
the ensiform cartilage, for the detectinn of the conse-
quent change of position of the heart-beat, before
prosouncing a patient asthmatic.

With regard to emphysema, he states that he has
noticed it to become developed where broachitis
has never existed. Bat our limited space unfortu-

nately compels us to pass on from this interesting | and vomiting. The moment this condition c&8
part of the work, to his remarks concerning the!induced, the asthma ceases as if stopped

treatment of asthma.

1 think, through the pneumogastric nerve, the othy
through the symj.athetic ; and thus an ¢ aetic whig
relieves the one, and an enema (or aoy owe
means), which evacuates the other, may put & sy
1o the attack. Aascertain, too, that it is not in th
' air that he is breatbing, if there is a hay field ney
or ipecacuanha powder in the room, or dusy ¢
, smoke ; and if 8o, let his removal be the first sig
{ taken. Is it in the local peculiarities of the atm
i phero? Then get him away at ouce; never mibi
how difticult it i3 to move him: very likely tefe
' he has gone a mile or two he will bu quite well
‘all treatment will be powerless as long as hsa
under the influence of the injurious air.

Let your first care be to place your patientin
; favourable position; get him out of bed, bolster hix
. up in an arm chair, and place before hiw a tabled
. convenient beight, with a pillow on it, on whichb
 may rest his elbows, and throw himself forward. k
; is quite surprising how much comfort this littess
i will give him. If he i3 touo bad to sit, the sam
i arrangements must be made for hiw in a standi

posture. As to ihe remedies to be employed, then
are no suggestions equal 1o those 10 be derived fw
the patient’s own experience, when he has acquini
any.

Depressants—The class of direct depresssame
contra-stimulants, exercise the most singular &l
powerful influence over the asthmatic coandition,s
great and immediate as any that I know, cxesg
perhaps, mental emotion. No matter how it
the spusm may have been, the moment the soms
tions of collapse are felt, it yiclds, the respiratia’

ease.
The three drugs of this cla.s, with whose use?
asthma [ am most famaliar, are ipecacuanha, tart
emetic and tobacco. No doubt thev all act in thea
way,—by lowering innervation, depressing nervo
vitality or irritability, or whatever we may callk
and cnfeebling the contraction of the bronck
muscle, just as they weaken the heart's action, s
the constriction of hernia, or relieve urethral &
ture, or the spasm of colic. Of the three, I shasl
say ipecacuanha is the most manageable, and ents
the least suffering, while tobaeco is the most speet
and effectual. The nansea and collapse from &b
mony are long and tedious.
With regard 10 the modus operandi of ipecs
in asthma, he believes that its good effect is @
entirely to its depressant action; and gives s
interesting case in proof. About ten minutes®
a quarter of an hour after swallowing the vs
duse (20 grains), a sense of naunsea would be #)
accompanied by a stight faintness and dampness
the skin, and & profuse secretion of saliva. It
then that the spasm gave way, before & single ®
of retching had oceurred.
The effect of tobacco is exactly the same. X
those who have not established a tolernnce of it
use is soon followed by a well-known conditiot
collapse, much resembling sea-sickness; Vercy

loss of power in the limbs, & sense of deadly &
ness, cold sweat, inability to speak or think,

charmi. It is the dunger of deadly and protrsc®
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collapse, from over-dosing, that makes one sv un-
willing to employ tobacco. I have known the pulse
. bardly perceptible for nearly two bours, in spite of
ammonia, and brandy freely administered. Bat
dstressing 8s these sensations may be, they are
imspeskable relief, when contrasted with impending
sffocation. In the cases reported, the pipe was
always removed when perspiration and faintness

wele produced. .

Sedatives.—There are one or two of this class
thet are of very great value. They operate by
destroying for the time, that morbid sensitiveness
of the pulmonary nervous syste.n, that constitutes

3o essential a part of the disease. Chloroform, for

essmple, i8, in my opinion, one of *he most valuable

remedies for asthma that we possess—the inhalation
putting & stop to the asthmatic puroxysm, more
speedily, and mwore certainly, than anvthing else [
‘khow. Even when complicated with bronchitis, if
carefully administered, it will remove the asthmatic
clement of the dyspnora. Like other remerlies,
itis most successfal when employed early; for, it
the spasm has existed for any time, it is apt to recar

u soon as the infloerce of the chloroform has

pezed off. It should always be given gradually

and canticusly, and ought never be trusted to the
patient himseif, who should be forewarned that

4 wth may follow it self-administration, from want

of power to remove it from the nostrils.

Stramontum.—This, like other remedies, will cat
short an incipient spasm, while over one that has

been long established it bes but little power. I

‘ave, however, observed better results from the

long-continued practice of smoking a pipe of it the
;at thing at night, ‘han by waiting till & paroxysm
wmes on. | have seen this nightly pipe keep the
dizease at bay for an indefinite time. Inbaling the
wld smoke, swallowing the saliva whilst smoking,
ud taking the extract, are all different modes
which prove useful. I do not believe that the use
of sramoniwm is ever attended with any danger,
exeept from the most egregious over-dosing.

Our suthor does not speak well of either ether or
opism, the latter seeming in some cases to bring on
2 paroxysms. Nor is it to be wondered at, he says,
vhen we bear in mind, that during sleep, retlex
2Tvons action is exalted: that this is the case, the
Jiencmens of epilepsy, cramp, lead-tremors, and
“ber examples of deranged muscular action, plainly
rove, It 1s just as sleep comes on, just as the will
0833 10 rest, or during sleep, that these different
orms of involuntary muscular contraction most
tmmonly occur. Any one, to conviance himself of
i’ bas only to fall asleep, sitting on the edge of his
lr in such & position that it shall press on his

Ushic nerves. As long as be is awake, his legs
il be motionless ; but the moment he falls asleep,
bey will start up witk a plunge, snd suddenly wake
% They will remain quiet and still, until he once

¢ falls asleep, when they will again start and
B him ; and so he may go on, as long as he
In a similar manner the exciting caunses of
8 cquire a pptency doring sleep, that they do
ot posgess in the waking hours.

ts,—Tuis brings us to the stimulants,

, by their exhilarating effects, prevent sleep.
! it is that coffee, by rousing the asthmatic,

(U84 stop to the asthma that was creeping on him

st he was drowsy or sleeping. Coffee relieves
it two-thirds of the cases in which itis tried. It

3 Py be employed too strong, and shonld be given

23 posgible: it is best without either milk or
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sugar. Urfortunately for its more complete success,
it retards digestion when taken on a full stomach,

Alcohol —We feel that we could not select a
better place than this, to insert our author's recently
acquired experience of the toleration and benefit of
strong alcoholic liquors in asthma., He has found
them to succerd in relieving paroxysm. that have
resisted every other known agent. They must be
given hoth very strong, and very hot,—say two-
! thirds brandy, and one-third boiling water. They
'do not affect the head in the sume manner as when
the disease is not present. He tells of a gentleman
who drank a quart of brandy during the first
twenty-four hours that he tried it, and consumed
twelve gallons within two months. He also nar-
rates a case where gin was teken largely, with
success. Notwithstarding all this, he still bolds to
the opinionm, thut, as a beverage, all forms of
]spirituous liguors are injurious, and shonld be

carefully abstained from,

Nitre Paper.—Dissclve four vunces of saltpewre
in half = pint of boiling water; pour the solution
into a smaull waiter, just wide envugh to take the
paper, which hould be ordinary red blotiing paper.
Draw it through the liquor, and dry it by the fire.
Then cut it into pivces about four inches square,
and direct one or two pieces to I hurped in the
bedroom, on retiring to rest at night. 1ts combus-
tion should yield light, clear, white fumes. It has
been suggested that if the nitre be dissvlved in a
strong infusion of siramoniurn, instead of water, the
resalts will be still more satisfactory.

The efficacy of nitre paper, is, in our autbor's
opinion, in proportion to the purity of the asthma,
and be considers it of but little us~ when the attack
is complicated with bronchitis. He gives, among
other instances of its efficacy, the testimony of a
medical man of his acquaintance, whose daughter
was afflicted with this complaini : he says :—It was
during one of the worst attacks of asthma I ever
witnessed. I had left the room for a short space of
time. Alone with her maid, it scemed to both as if
the contest could be no longer continued. In ber
agony che gasped out, “Try the paper sgain.”
Taking a large sheet, the servant quickly filled the
room with a dense cloud of fumes. In a few
moments, she was breathing as quietly as a sleeping
infant. A change, so sudden, sv complete, I never
befure witnessed. The dense smoke, so suffocating
to the healthy, to her was ever the source of tae
greatest comfort, always mitigating, and sometimes
completely relieving the spasmodic condition of
the air tubes.

In a capital chapter on the dietetics of this dis-
ease, he remarks: — The dietetic treatment of
asthma practically points to this simple rule: let
no food be taken later in the afternoon than will
allow t"e process of digestion to be completed,
and the stomach empty before going to bed. The
digestion of asthmatics being often very slow, six
hours should be allowed between the last meal and
bed-time : the patient, however, may break his fast
early, and eat heartily in the morning. After an
amusing chaypter on the various opposite and curious
effects prodaced in different individuals by change
of air, he arrives at the following conclusions :~—

That change of residence alone will often cure
the asthma that resists 211 other modes of treatment.

That the places mor. generally beneficial are
large, populous, and smoky cities; and that those
portions of them in which the air i9 worst for the
general health, seem best adapted, a3 a rule, for

L3
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asthma; but that this is not always the case,
sometimes the change requires to be to a purer air.
The rules for these differences are arbitrary and
inscrutable.

That probably there is no case of asthma that
might not be cared, were the right atmosphere for
it only to be found.

That locality, alone, appears to be adequate to
produce the disease ; and, consequently. that many
persons would become asthmatic were they to live
in other placea.

That possibly, there is no case of asthma but vhat
might be cured, were the right air only to be found
for it.

And that, from the caprice of asthma, previous
results are often deranged.

Next follows the hygienic treatment ; and, finally,
we have a very complete chapter on prognosis, and
some capital reports of eleven interesting cases,
with a table of 44 otuers, in which the causes, pecu-
liarities, and modes of treatment are briefly stated.
Any one who would understand asthma thoroughly
in half an hour, we say—Ilet him study this table,

In conclusion, we only wish that every future
work we review may prove as pleasant and instrue-
tive to us. .

Eo Correspombents.

Sarsaparilla Syrup.—Dissolve one drachm oil lomon, 10
drops ol wintergreen, and 20 drops oil in an ounce
of alcohol ; put the mixture into a gallon of simple syrur,
and add half a pint of burnt sugar previously dissotved in
a little water, and 8 drachms citric or iartario acid, and
shake well. When desired for sods water, one drachm of

acid will oe sufficient. The receipt for the burnt sugar
can be found in the July number of the Larcet.

Ge Twigy's Hair Mixture.—Milk of sulphur, 2
drachms ; scetate of lead, 1 drachm ; rose water, half pint.
Rub the powders torether in a mortar, adding the rowe
water hittie by little. 1% is an excellent prescription for
preserving the hair, when its loss depeads upon heat of the
scalp. It likewise has the property of gradually darkening
the hair, but this requires weeks of constant application,
during which time the hair, previously washed with soap
and water, must be kept free from all oils or pomades. The
bottle is to be shaken before using.

Thompsonian Compogition.—Fulv. hayberry bark, 18 oz.;

v. hemlock bark, 8 oz.; pulv. ginger, Lli‘ oz. ; pulv. Ca-
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Dr. A. H. David,and Dr. E. Robillard, Montreal; Dz,
E. Nolen, 8t. Roch de FAchizan: Dr. Léon Rousscay,?
Michelde Yamaska; Dr. H. K. Cushing, Cleveland, 0.;
N. Jenks, Barnston; br. J. C. Poitvin, St. Martin;
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Dr. N. Jenks, Barnston.

Deaths.
In this city, on the 1gth ultimo, Horace Nelson. B
D, aged 42 years; eldest son of the late Dr. Woil

n,

At his residence, Holyrood House, Great Mals
England, onthe 24th ultimo, Prancis Badgley, o,
a native of Mout: o
sician of this city and Toronto.

In this ¢ity, on the 9th instant, John Sinclair, Bs

31 years and 2 months; eldest son of John B{ndi
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