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SOCIALITY IN THE CHURCH.

There is probably no quality that is more in demand by those who are try-
ing to * suit themsclves ™ with a church, than sociality. Scarcely any recom-
mendation of a particular congregation can be given, that will be more
influential with most persons, than that they are “such nice, free, sociable
people.”  And on the other hand, it is to give them tho blackest of all black
nmiarks to say that they are “stiff and cold,” and that ¢ there is no getting
stquainted with them.” Hardly any complaint is heard 8o frequently as that
«f the want of sociality. In not a few cases, such complaints issue in losing
Iaterest in the church and al its services, and cither almost or altogether
‘giving up attendance on public worship, or removal o some other congrega-
‘tion where more of the social element is expected to be found. If there be
%6 sociality, the attractions of fine architecture, beautiful music, preaching
“talent, and even religious earncstuess, will be exercised very often in vain.
Bat if the people excel in this respect, they may fall behind in many other of
“the constituents of church-power, and yet gather numbers about them.
""These facts are familiar to us all. We have all seen, perkiaps, many of us
Mave felt, what is here briefly described. Facts.so important demand the
‘@arefal consideration of Christians, who are to ¢ become all things to all mer,”
“ad to lay every influence under tribute for Ghrist, saving only that they never
%do evil that good may come.”

-There can be no doubt, that, in the ideal of a Christian church, the picture
W the church as it ought to be,—in that ideal which is ever before the eye of
-or Divine Lord, which has been the hope and aim of His holiest servants,
‘add. which has been most fully realized whenever, and wherever, and
 proportion as any church has been most filled with the Master’s spirit,
<in that ideal the social element has occupied a large place. What heart
@iid conceive, or what pen describe, a more beautiful example of it than is
given in these words, written of the church at Jemsalem, immediately after
@ Pentecontal outpouring of the Holy Spirit ?— And all that believed were
fagether, and had all things common ; and sold their possessions and goods,
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and parted them to 41l men, as every man had need. And they, continuing
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house,
did eat their nieat in singleneds of heart, praising God and having favour wit}h
all the people.”” No wonder that the next sentence is, ¢ And the Lord added
to the church duily of such as should be saved.” (Acts ii. 44-47.) Once
more it is said of that happy time of * first love,”—*¢ And the'whole multitude
of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul.” (. iv. 82.) 1If you
read such chapters as the 12th of Romans, from which monarchs may learn
graciousness, slaves digpity, and all rauks and conditions of men the perfec.
tion of social morals and manners ;—or the 12th of 1st Corinthians, with its
exguisite eluboration of the frequent comparison between the church and the
human body ;—or the 13th of the same Epistle, whose very language is at-
tuned to melody as it speaks of charity—chief of the Christian graces;—or
the 4th of Ephesians, in which the apostle Paul pours forth his impassioned
vearning fur the unity of Christians; or the 1st Epistle of John, where the
beloved disciple can speak of nothing but love,~—the love of God to us, our
love to Him, and cur love to one another ;—or finally, what John saw when
“a deor was opencd in heaven,” and that celestial state appeared to him as
a ** Father’s house,” where all the children, though composing a great muli-
tude that no man could number, dwelt together, and He that sat on the throne
dwelt among them ;—if, we say, you read these, and many like passages, you
cannot doubt that He who said when Adam was first created, “ It is not good
that the mun should be alone,” has framed thewhole structure of his religion,
its spirit and its institutions, in conformity with the social nature which He
imparted to us.

Now the highest form of church sociality is that which most closely cor-
responds with this divine ideal,—that is, when we seck out each other, visit
and meet togethier, not merely as men and women, gentlemen and ladies, or
fiiendly neighbours,—but as Christians ; when the image of Cbrist in any onc
is that which most attracts us to him as a friend ; when our conversation—not
because it ought, but becanse we Jove to have it so—falls on things divine;
when ¢ they that fear the Lord speak often one to another,” ¢ take sweet
counsel together, and walk to the house of God in company,” * confess their
faults one to another, and pray oue for another, that they may be healed.”
Batween those possessed by such a spirit, there is a grip in the right hand of
fellowship, which no Freemasonry can rival.

What can be done to cultivate a sociality of this high character? In our
Sabbath worship and preaching-services, there is no personal intercourse, ex-
cept the few greetings that may be exchanged as we come and go. We sacti-
fice that beoefit for the sake of the greater one, of commanding silence for
worship and the reading gnd exposition of the Word of God. Though nots
little can be done by the brief welcome given to one another and to strangers,
these are not the occasions on which the social feeling has the freest play.
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The prayer-mecting, at which the voices of the brethren are heard, and other
week-night gatherings, where the attendants mingle more freely together, will
domore in one month to make a stranger feel at howme in a church, than twelve
wonths of attendance on Sabbath services only. Again, the more the mem-
bers of any congregation twork together, the more social will they be. It has
often been remarked, that even work for the externals and tewporalities of the
charch draws the people tugether, as in a bazaar, a concert, or a collecting or-
ganization. Much more, any work directly for the good of souls. Asa rule,
the most active members are they who light upon most of fellowship; while
the drones in the hive, merely coming to church on Sunday, and going home
again, complain most loudly of the want of sociality.

OQur first dependence, therefore, must be ~n attaining such a lively religious
condition, as will instinctively draw us to one another, and the next, on pro-
viding such opportunities for coming together, and working together, as will
give the largest exercise to the social features of our rel:gion.

But even when this is done, we shall still fall short of the standard which
some seem to set up,—viz., that everybody in the congregation shall know anl
visit everybody else ! This is a simple fmpossibility.

There are many people who come to church, and get some good by coming,
who are not of a social nature. They are like * a garden enclosed, a spring
shut up, a fountain sealed.” They seldom visit, they receive few visitors.
They live within their own families—within their own selves. It would be
torture to them, to force them to make a large circle of acquaintances, It is
not in them. You may be sorry that it is so, but soit is. What can be
done? It is of no use to scold—that will not change their natare. ¢ Iet
them be happy in their own way.” Some such, we know, serve God and their
brethren unknown of men, better than some of your public characters.

Another class are very much absorbed in their own work. The father labours
hard and long, at his business during the day, and at house ¢ chores” or
nursing the baby, when he comes home. The mother, poor body, is tied to
the cooking-stove, the wash tub, the work basket and the cradle, from morning
till night. These people cannot give much time to visiting, or to entertaining
company. They have neither time, nor strength, nor means to do it.

Others have already a large circle of friends, who cliim all the time they
can spare for social purposes, and it is impossible for them to take a whole
congregation into their visiting list beside. Sickness and other afflictions
shut up many families from sociality.

Morcover, it must be confessed, that the mere fact of attending the same
church, does not prove a sufficient reason for cultivating a personal intimacy.
We throw open the doors of the Lord’s house a great deal wider than we do
ourown. Every one is most welcome to come and hear the gospel, the vilest
of the vile. So is every store in the city open to all purchasers of whatever
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character; but no storckeeper would dream of inviting all his customers to
his private apartments. At the basis of all friendship, there must be, first,
confidence, then congeniality.  T'wo men may trust cach other, as houest men,
as Christiun men; but they may hardly be capable of sustaining a couversa.
tion for fifteen minutes, because they are uncongenial,-—-their minds revolve
in different orbits, which rarcly intersect each other. There are some persons
attending church,—and God forbid that we should drive them away !—in
whose character and conduct thereare things so doubtful,—or whose manners
and habits are so repelling,—as to make personal association with them very
dificult, if not impossible. .

It is ofteu supposed, that the difference between the rich and the poor is a
great barrier to sociality.  But this difficulty is, to say the least, very greatly
exaggerated.  In this country, society is not laid off into separate strata as
distinctly as in the fatherland. The poor are more independent; the rich
have to work for themselves. Tt is a great wistake for any person in humble
circmmstances to think, that if he were richer, he would be sure to have
suciety to which he has,no access now. All rich people do not associate
together. There are the reserved, and the uncongenial, and the dubious
among them, ns well as in other classes. This is a delicate subject, upon
which we wiil nut enlarge. In general, let it be said, that if each one will
bestow his chief attention on showing social kindness to those poorer, instead
0" ¢laiming it from those richer than himself, nine-tenths of the complints
o0+ this score will be heard no more.

In fact, this whole question is covcrad'l y the Seriptural proverb, ¢ A wan
that hath {riends will show kimself friendly.”” We would say to all com-
plainers, come into the church to give, a8 well as to get. Be a friend, and
you will kave friends. Do not wait to kave all friendship brought to you;
carry it to others. 1f u stranger in the church, do not expect to be courted
only ; muke advances towards sociality yourself. Many will be prepared to
welcome yog, if they can feel that they are not intruders. Do not cherish
too large expectations; if you can have a little circle of nesr friends, some
half-dozen or so, be thankful for so much, and you may have still more.
Remember that friendship is a plant that requires time to grow. Receive
and retarn with ready kinduess any attention shown to you. Throw your
sclves heartily into the worship and work of the church. Do uot be self
seeking. lLove the brethren, and go about dving good. Being this, and
living thus, friends-will be drawn to you by a magnetisin sure and irresistible.

28

My burden is light,” eaid the blessed Redesmer.  Light burden indeed, which
carries him-that beans.it. I have looked through all nature for a resemblancs of
this, -and.I seem to-find a shadow of it in the wings of a bird, which are indead
borne by the creature, and yet support her flight towards beaven,”’~—Beraard.

If.God permits sin, he never sanctions it: it is always and everywhere the abom
inable thing which he bates.
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THE COLLEGY QUUESTION, AGAIN.

With the opening of the Ontario Legislature, the question of endowing
denominational Colleges from public funds has onee more come up for dis-
cussion. Tt is not yet indicated, (at the time when we write,) what course
the local Government will recommend, but the denominational organs as well
as the seenlar press have begun to agitate the matter.

The public advocacy of the scetarinn grants is chicfly conducted by the
friends of Victoria College. Since Principal Leitch's death, Queen’s has
been very quict on the subjeet. Trinity and Regiopolis prefer taking the
short cut behind the seenes to the headquarters of government, to an open
diseussion hefore the people.  Whether there be any secret understanding
amoug the several ceclesinstical leaders, we know not; but practically, they
have one common cause,—are rowing in one boat. We ask our Wesleyan
friends to consider what a craft it is in which they are pulling, and whither
itis bound. Let them remember, that at least two of the crew of four are
strongly oppused to the educational system of Ontario as a whole. Not only
the Colleges, but the Grammar Scheol and the Common School are to them
alike “Godless.,” Tt will not serve for the Victorians to say, “we draw a wide
distinetion between the College and the Day-school : in the one, the pupil is
taken away from his home; in the other, he is mot. We support a non-
seetarian system of’ day-schools, but a sectarian one of colleges.” They may
reason thus, but their colleagues in this agitation do not, and we profoundly
lament to see the Methodists employed as the cat's-paws to pull the Anglican
and Romish chesnuts out of the fire. The four ot five thousand dollars a year
they may obtain in this way for themselves, will cost them and the country
dear : a poor morsel of meat for whichyto sell their birthright !

EXPOSITORY PREACHING.*
BY REV. J. (. MANLY.

The Bible purports to be a revelation frum God. It is this or nothing.
Qur business, accordingly, is to weigh its evidences, ascertain its text, inter-
pret its contents, and accept its import. ]

Its evidences authenticate its elaims, Tts criticism and exegisis correspond
in importance with its origin and authority, and are the only means and
method of ascertaining its integrity and import. The actual and practical
acceptance of that import is the great business of every man to whom the
Bible comes. We accept it as sinners, when we repent and believe. We
accept it as saints, when' by faith we hear and obey. Weaccept it as pastors
and teachers, or as messengers, when we devote ourselves to that most glorious
g“ };1]11 works—the effective commuuication to men of the teaching of the

ible

To every man that is appropriately and adequately engaged in this work,
there can be no more interesting and momentous question than this—How
may I communicate the truth of the Bible, mostacceptably to God, and ‘most
uwsefully to men? At the commencement of & man’s ministry and at every
stage of it, this must be a capital question. To his hearers also it is practical
and important.

. Bild by appoix;hnen in Zion Church. Toronto, at a meeting of the Centr‘al Congregational Associ:
ation, October 23rd, 1867‘:5 and now published at their request.
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1 think that for the solution of thia question our first consideration should
he—{tlow has God communicated his truth to us? OFf course the Bible
itself is the answer to this question.  Among all the supposable or possible
methods of communication with men, infinite wisdom has chosen the biblical.
This mcthod is not of chance or human choice. God, who knows all men,
everywhere, always and thoroughly, and who knows best how'to adapt himself
to men and to accomplish his designg concerning them, has crystallized his
truth in tho actual variety of biblical forms, for all time and for all mankind
These forms are historical and prophetical, proverbial and dramatical, poetical
and cpistolary, with their numerous sub-divisions,

Under these forms, God has progressively communieated his mind to men-
first, in the astral sparkle of the Patriarchal era ; then, in the lunar lustre of
the Jewish age ; and now, in the solar splendour of the gospel day. The
main distinction in this progress is between the preparatory aud the perfect
Patriarchy and Judnism together are preparatory, and coustitute the Ol
Testament. UChristianity, as we distinctively use the term, is perfect, and
is embodied in the New Testament. The old is to be read in the light of the
new; the difficulties of the preparatory disappear or diminish in the discoveries
and solutions of the perfect. If the christian minister is wise and well
instructed, he will not undervalue or neglect the Old Testament, but study
and employ it in its vital and invaluable relationship to the New. Yet the
Jatter must always be his principal and final resource.

Thus situated, the christian winister can scarcely fail to ponder the ques.
tion, whether the Master’s method of communication is not best for the
sorvant, whether in teaching, as in obeying, Christ has not left us an example,
that we should tread in his steps. The order in which Christ gave his
instructions, personally and by his in8pired agents, and the forms in which ho
has cast his instructions, from Genesis to Revelation, from Matthew to the
Apocalypse, must be founded on the best reasons, because they are the choice
of infinite wisdom. If Christ taught by parable, should not we teach by it
too? If Christ taught by dialogue, should not we do the same?  If Christ
delivered discourses, should not we also deliver them? If Christ teaches us
by the history of the Gospels and Acts, and by Epistolary and Apocalyptic
forms, should we not sedulously follow him? Aund how shall we follow such
a teacher but by expounding his own truth in his own form and order? We
may not be able to invent parables, and we may have little ability for apt and
sparkling illastration, but we may surely use the Master’s. It is very signifi
cant and remarkable that while the Old Testament is so largely poetical, the
New Testament is prosaic.  We have the poetry of religion in the Hebrew
Scriptures, but in the pattern and practical Scriptures, which every style of
wind is to wield for the world’s conversion, and which every style of wind
is to use for salvation and service, there is, for the most part, nothing but
prose. I regard this fact as one of the most striking indications and eri-
denees of the universal adaptation and design of Christianity. The spirit of
both présaic and poetical prophecy is the testimony of Jesus, who in the
poetry of the earlier Scrlptu.res has furnished food for the taste and a field for
the expatiation of all poetic and poetry-loving minds ; but when he comes
juto the world, to teach theJéw and the Gentile, to teach the prosaic as well as
the poetical, and to furnish implements and methods of instruction forall
Christian teachers, he confines himself to customary aund universal prose.
Let us then teach in parable and discourse, in history and epistle, in prophetic
vision and symbolical seenery, by the appreciation and use of these things,
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as they come to us from the Master’s hand, in the Master’s volume ; or, in
other words, by the exposition of the Seriptures.

Teacking thus, the wholo wealth of inspiration is ours.  We clothe the
earlier revelations in the glorious costumes of the last.  'We magnify the last
by its superiority to the fist.  We illustrate what is ambiguous or partial,
in one place, by what is uncguivoesl or complete in another.  We collect the
seattered vays of revelution in the focus of some New Testament glass, till
every shadow disappears, aud torpor and chill are turned into warmth and
life.

Tenching thus, we become (what above all things we must desire and
rejoice to be) channels of the Saviour’s wisdom, reflectors of the Saviour's
light.  He still speaks to men in parables, when we interpret his parables to
them.  Me still discourses from the mount, when we expound that incompar-
able discourse to the people.  He converses with the present age, when we
explain to it his conversation with Nicodemus and others. 1le speaks to us
still by the apostolic addresses of the Acts, by the letters to the churches
and by the visions of Patmos, when we read and rightly render all this in -
our asse'ublics.  What we thus give i3 not our fancies and opinions, but the
sure sayings of Christ. The servant disappears behind the Master; and as
we hear the former less, we hear the latter more.

Lxpository preaching secures Christ’s matter and manner as no other sort
of presching can.  And it svcures also the requisite variety and fulness,
which are clearly indispensable to acceptance and success. The spiritaal
appetite, like the popular, relishes and requires varicty. As the Christian
minister is not a political haranguer, or a literary caterer, or a scientific
lecturer, or a philosophie disquisitionist, but a spiritual instructor, persuader
and leader, his varicty of truth must be biblical variety; and how can he 80
well command that variety as by the exposition of the Bible? Biblical
variety cousists in both new combinations and new communications. Divine
lifu presents hues and aspects of endless diversity; and with these the Bible,
from beginning to end, is in perfect correspondence. The skilful and judici-
ou3 expositor can never be monotonous.  From the biblical melodeon he can
dlicit mclody of never euding newneys and sweetness. And he can elicit the
full iarmony of divine truth, The preaching that is not exegetical will be
always more or less capricious and faulty, in point of range and freshness;
but the preacher who strives to be the exegetical vehicle of Christ will be
most likely to tell the trath, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.
What advantage is there in topical preaching that may not be included in
testual 7 In skilful exposition we embrace all proper pulpit topics, for
they.all lic in the text; anud we have full opportunity to introduce every
biblical reference to them, to employ every variety of illustration and every
means of persuasion, and to criticise every human form aund phase of morality
and religion. But in purely topical preaching we are apt io omit many
things, because thay are not pleasant to discuss, or large enough to strike the
eye and afford matter for a discourse. Aund so we feed the flock of God, not
with the grass as it grows, but as we feel disposed to cut it and present it.
Aud 50 one topical preacher is doctrinal without sufficient precept and expe-
rience ; another is experimental, without enough doctrine and precept; and
athird is practical, without duly basing his precept~ on vital truth and
animating them with vital heat. Oun the other hand, the expository preacher
cat declare the whole counsel of God, without incurring the very mischievous
suspicion of personality aud pique. His method: of instraction obliges him
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to study his bible thoroughly and constantly, instead of dipping into it with
the ladle of a ooncordance for proof texts and pretty passages; wmakes him
a seribe well iustrueted in the divine kingdom; deepens his love for God's
word ; and trains up a people like minded with himsclf,

What kind of preachiug will God so surely and eminently bless as the
expository ? It is the prenching of his own word, in hiS own form and
order; and therefore it emphatically honours him. ¢ Them that honour
me I will honour.”” Tt is the word that goeth forth, and as it gocth forth,
out of his own mouth, that he delights in, and guarantees to suceeed; and
this truth is the staple and stock of’ the pulpit textuary.

Exposition, well handled, is always grateful to the Christian taste, "The
appetite of the ungodly, that is vitiated by discase aud by unwholesome fure,
may reject it or dislike it ; but is it certain that the pulpit does not err in
paudering to such a taste? All things to all is an excellent rule, if it do
not mean unprincipled accourmodation or morbific indulgeuce.  Superficial,
slovenly, heavy or prolix exposition may be unacceptable and repulsive, but
so will any other style of instruction with the same characteristics,

Scotland is a mouument of textuary education. The parish schools have
made the people readers; and the expository preachers have made them
scriptural thinkers. Hence result the strength and stability, the intelligence
and consistency, the activity and productiveness of Scottish Protestautism.
Heresy finds but little footing there, and trath, from its Seottish strongholds.
goes out in force through all the world.

If the quesiion be asked, whether all preaching should be expository, it
may be answcred—formally, no; substantially, yes. The whole matter of
the Christian preacher should be exegetically drawn from the Bible, and
should be given as such to the people, but its rhetorical form may be wisely
varied. What is called running commentary, cither oral or written, is often
a mistake and sometimes an absurdity. It is not mere rhetorieal structure,
it is not the mere order of words aud clauses, the expositor should regard,
but the import. His busiuess is to find this and give it; and in prool and
illustration of this, to quote and expound words, clauses and sentencr:.
Perbaps the great thought to be presented and enforced lies at the very «nd
or in the middle of the selected portion, and not at the commencement ; and
it' the expositor simply begins at the beginning of the composition, and russ
on with it to the end, how can he rise to the height of the great argument,
and how can the people understand and enjoy it ? No one can expound the
epiatle to the Romans without ascertaining ite purpose and plan, and discer-
ing the drift of every part. No one can expound the epistle to the Hebrews
unless he discerns that its great design or use is to preserve Christians from
apostacy, and that every part or portion is adapted to this end. Doubtless
there are many parts of the Bible that may be cursively expounded, but cer-
tainly not all. And whatever portions are expounded, it is of prime impor-
tance that we first seize and present the great principles that lie couched in
the words. Mere verbal exposition will soon weary and repel an audience,
but the detection of the embodied principles, aud then their proof and illus-
tration by words, clauses and sentences, 80 as to take the congregation beneath
the verbal surface, into the very mine of truth, and to enable them to come
up with precious nuggets and triumphant eurckas, will make them intelligent
lovers of the word of life. A mere running commentary on words will prove
fatal to the pulpit expositor. There is miore or less of upity in all valuable
composition, gome great end is to be accomplished, and to this the whole
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composition is adapted ; or some great thought i3 to be cffectively eommuni-
cated, and to this all the sentences contribute. How can we effectively
expound the means except in ascertained and exhibited relation to the end ?
How can we duly expound the indicating words, clauses and sentences,
except in relation to the great indicated thought?  Perhaps great part of the
distaste to exposition arises from the faulty method of it, and especinlly from
the practice of running exegetically nlong the words. Words are only indices.
Let us seek and scize the things indicated, and hold them up to view, instead
of dealing with the mere meaning and order of words. Let us exhibit the
precious gem in its verbal setting, so that the former may be distinguished
from the latter; and we shall probably find that good expository preaching
and good topical preaching are often, though not always, ofie, and that the
due supply of such preaching will create a great demand for it, and resuls in
great good.

Wherein do the two kinds of preaching differ? Of what value is the
discussion of a religious topic without the evidence and illustration of rightly
expounded texts?  And of what value is biblical exposition that dues not
bring out to view biblical topies? The topie is the underlying, pervading,
embodied thought; it is the great indicated reality, which all the words,
clwuses and scutences subserve. To this every pmt of the composition
relates, to this the whole biblical current tends; and when the preacher
seizes and exhibits this, he is topical; and when he proves and illustiates
it by the quotation aud interpretation of the biblical text, he istestual and
expository.  If he expounds cursively or verbally, instead of topicully aud
concentratively, his exposition will be a failure; and if he preaches topi-
cally, without biblical exposition, his preaching will be more or less a failure;
but if he topically expounds, with due preparation and reasonable skill, he
will prove himself a workman that need not be ashamed, rvightly dividiey
the word of truth.

1t is not intewded to assert that good exposition is absolutely equivalent to
zaod topical preachivg.  The latter will always haveits distinctiveness and use.
It is sometimes expedient to select a topie for a disconrse, such as justifica-
tion or sanctification, repentance ov faith, and to use a text as a motio. Bat
it is quite certain thut this should not be the only or even the chief styie of
pulpit instruction. Like Bzra, we should “vead in the book in the law of
God distinetly, and give the sense, and cause the people to understand the
reading”” (Neh. viii. &). Like Philip with the cunuch, Iet us begin at the
seripture and preach Jesus. Much study is doubtless requisite for this, and
sois practice. Bug it is worth any amount of lubour and experiment to
become skilful and judicious expositors. Let us contend against our uatural
indolence aud love of ease, and let us not be discouraged by failure. T'here
is no suceess without failure. ¢ ITe that never made a blunder never made
adiscovery.”  Facility and enjoyment will inerease with study and practice.
It is certainly easier to declaim than expound, to dogmatize than excgctically
illustrate and argue; but pastors and teachers should strive for aptuess to
teach, and messengers should be familiar with the authenticated form and
exact weaning of their wessage.

_Itmay be well, at the outset of expository preaching, to select such por-
tions of the bible as we are most likely to handle with suceess, and to defer
the consceutive exposition of a whole buok or chapter till the requisite con-
fidence and facility are agquived. L6 is well also in this way to create a taste
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far such preaching, and to escape the prejudice that might arise from the
appearance of systematic or habitual exposition. If we cannot expound
every parable let us expound such as we are prepured for.  If some placés
are too difficult or too much disputed, let us repair to others.  And let us not
forget that our Father in heaven is the Futher of lights and Fountain of wis.
dow, who gives wisdom liberally to all that ask it in faith. * He has not left
his truth amwong mwen to the chapter of accidents. Ile watches over it, he
deposits it as living seed in the soul, he unfolds it to the inquiring eye and
the believing heart, he develops its import and deepens its influence to the
practising avd praying spirit. And if, as preachers of his word, we daily
and diligently search for the hidden treasure of divine truth, as well as fur
the upper and more obvious gems, we shall understand the fear of the Lord.
and find the knowledge of God. Then with confidence and joy, shall we
bring forth out of the treasury things new aud old. 4hen in God’s incresse
to our planting and watering, we shall have a great reward.  There shall be
seed to the sower and bread to the eater; and it shall be to the Lord forz
rame, fur an everlasting sign, that shall not be cut off.

A few words to the people may not wnaptly be subjoined to a paper pre-
pured originaliy for ministers. Every one should bring 2 Bible to church,
aceording to the geod old Scottish practice, and attentively follow the winister
in his exposition and quotations. No one should object to exposition because
it is new. It may be new to him but it is old to others; it is as old us Ezm
{Neh. viii. 8§). And why should not the Christian teacher, in both matter
and manuer, bring forth things new and old? What should » Christian man
seek for, under the ministry of the word, but a better acquaintance with the
baok of truth? Iow helpful it must be to pareunts, in the instruction of
their families, to Sunday school teachers, to city missicnaries and others, to
have the Scripture of truth clucidated!  Qur constant prayer is—< Open
thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law;” and
=ood biblical exposition is a providential answer. What is the Churchto
fecd on but the milk of the word for the young and the meat for the old?
It is the word of truth that is to be rightly divided among the people, not
pulpit conceits and assertions; and pothing but exegetical preaching can
properly accomiplish such a distribution. The hearer as well as the teacher
should be 2 man of one book. We have one book as the rule of faith and
the rule of practice, agreeably to the immortal maxim of Chiilingworih:
4 The bible, the bible only, is the religion of Protestants.”  And why should
it not he regarded as every minister’s imperative duty to expound the bible?
And why should it not be every Christian’s expectation tv reccive valuable
expository help and instraction, every Lord’s day?  If ministers in Scotland
could not retain their position and people without exegeticdl Jectures, why
should winisters elsewhere be habitual neglecters of such an eminent method
of service? The portion of Seripture cxpounded need not be long, indeed
sometimes only a verse; and exposition need not be more prolix than
declamation; but there should be thorough preparation on the part of the
pastor, and thorough attention on the part of the people, with carnest prayer
for God’s presence and help and blessing on the part of all.

The aim of education should be to teach us rather how to think than what t
think ; rather how to improve our minds so as to make us think for oursclves, thaa
to foad the memory with the thaughts of other men.
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“OLD HUNDRED.”

In a rustic church opposite, while we write, a company of worshipers arc
singing the old bymn, ¢ Be thou, O God, exalted high’ The air is also old,
the immortal ¢ Old Hundred.” Ifit be true that Luther composed that tune,
and if worship of wmortals is carried on the wings of angels to heaven, how
often has he heard the declaration, ¢They are singing Old Hundred now.’
The solemn strain carrics us back to the times of the Reformers—of Luther
and his devout band. He, doubtless, was the first to strike the grand old
chorus in the public sanctuary of his own Germany. From his stentorian
lungs they rolled vibrating, not through vaulted cathedral roofs, but along a
grander arch, the eternal heavens. He wrought into each note his own
sublime faith, and stamped it with that faith’s immortality. Hence it cannot
die! Neither men nor angels will let it pass into oblivion.

The blue eyed girls of the old ¢ Fatherland’ sang those same strains, with
all the enthusiasm of a new and holier religion. They had been bound down
to the priest’s prayer-book and rosary. They had raised adoring eyes to the
suspended image of the virgin, and bent unblushingly before the carved
reseroblance of Christ. They had knelt at the dark confessional ; and, placing
their lips to its cunningly wrought portals told the choicest and most sinful
cuotion of their hearts into the ears of the father confessor, whom they feared,
sometimes, more than God. But Lutherin the face of the fathers, had thrown
down lis rosary, and refused to acknowledge any intercessor save Christ.
Luther bad, as it were, nailed his anthem over the openings of the confessional.
He had laughed to scorn the holy relics, pretended miracles, and saving
power of the preiesthood, and with daring, burning eloquence, denounced
their sensuality and their idolatry.

First the mothers heard, and then the maids—they went to listen and
remained to pray—aye, and to sing with throbbing hearts and tearful eves,

¢ Praise God from whom sll blessings flow.”

Can you find a soul in the land where sealed lips lay, that bave not sung
that tune? If they were gray old men, they have heard or sung ¢ Old
Hundred.! If they were babies, they smiled as their mothers rocked them
to sleep, singing ‘Oid Hundred’ Saint and sioner bave joined with the
cndless congregativns where it has, with and without the pealing organ,
sounded on the sacred air.—The dear little children, looking with wondering
cyes on this strange world have lisped it. The swect young girl whose tomb-
stone tells of sixtcen summers, she, whose pure and inuocent face haunted
you with. its mild beauty, loved ¢Old Hundred” And asshe sungit she
cllg§cd ll:cr cyes and seemed communing with the angels, who were soon to
claim her.

He, whose manhood was devoted to the service of God, and he who, with
faltering feet, ascended the pulpit steps, with the white hand placed over his
haboring breast loved ¢ Old Hundred.” And though sometiwes his lips only
moved, away down in his breast, 8o soon to cease its throbs, the holy wmelody
wassounding. The dear white-headed father with his tremulous voice, how
iie longed to sing ‘Old Hundred!” Do you see him mow, sitting in the
venerable arm-chair, his hands crossed over the top of his cane, his silvery
locks floating off from his hollow temples, aud a tear stealing down his
farrowed checks, that thin, quivering, faltering sound, now bursting forth,
now listened for almost in vain? If you do not, we do; and from such lips,



520 YOUR ADVERSAKY, THE DEVIL.

hallowed by four score years of service in the Master’s canse, ¢ 0ld Huudred’
sounds, indeed, a sacred melody.

You may fill your choirs with Sabbath prima donnas, whose daring notes
emulate the steeples, and cost almost as much, but give us the-spirit-stirring
tones of the Lutheran hymuns, sung by young and old together.  Martyrs
have hallowed it. It has gone up from the beds of maints  The old churches,
whare generations have worshipped, and where many scoves of the dead have
been carried, and laid before the altar, where they gave themselves to God,
scemed to breathe ¢Old Hundred,” from vestibule to tower top. The air is
haunted with its spirit. Think a moment of the assembled company, who
have at different times, and at different places, joined in that famiiiar tune
‘Throng upon throng—the strong, the timid, the geutle, the .brave, the
beautiful, their rapt fuces all beswing with the insphiation of the heavenly
sounds.

¢ Old UHundred!?” XKing of the sacred lapd of ancient aivs!  Never shall
our ears grow weary of hearing, our tongue of singing thee! And when we
get to heaven, who knows but, that the first trimwphant straius that welcome
us there, may be,

‘Be ther, O God, exalted bigh

YOUR ADVERSARY, THE DEVIL.

The editor of the North- Western Clristian Advocate has a column which
lie heads, ¢ The Kditor’s Palpit, from which we take the following spicy ser-
mon. .

Tert :—* Your adversury the devil walketh about as a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour.” .

Introductory.  Tlcre is @ devil —Sece text, and wany other texts, for which
yeu are referred to ahmost any portion of the Bible.

The devil is an adversary.—Relerences as above, to be studied in the fight
of wany chapters of your personal experience.

The devitl is malevolently active—IHe goeth about on the mission of des-
traction. :

1. He rises early.—If you wake betimes and think to walk forth to the
accompaniment of the matin song of birds, you wiil be shocked, it may be, tn
find him in advance of you. His engines are in operation, his shops are upen,
his artisans are busy, his agents are abroad, his nets are spread, his incants-
tions are wrought, his pits are digged; earlier than waiting fathers, he has
made ready for their sons ; curlier than praying pastors, he i3 in pursuit of
their flocks; earlier than morning prayers, than paternal counsels or materuzl
blessings, he is afvot, ¢ secking whom be may devour.’

2. JIe sits up lute.— Nine o’clock, and all’s well,” once chanted the pacing
watchinan, but when he said ¢all’s well,” the devil must have Juughed in sar-
dunic scorn.  The red fires of his work were burning all over the crowded
iy,

“Ten o'clock and all's well,? and pious people said their prayers and lid
dowa to sleep, and here, in this city alone, ncar two thousand dram.shops
stood open—gay light made them cheerful,and the devil laughed again as he
saw the sons of ministers and deacons, classleaders, stewards, sons of very
goed people in the country, turning in.  Well he kuew for what they were i
training.
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¢ Eleven o’clock, and all’s well,” aund yet theatres crowded with young men
and women, boys and girls, lurid with the ~ir of sin, redolent of blasphemy,
the air thick with moral pollution, were in full blast; concert cellars gathered
their motley crews, dance houses rung with wassail cheer.

The tempted turned awny from honest lalor, sought in vain, crouched be-
gide the wall, and an eager hungry louk was in their eyes—the devil must
have laughed as he heard the drowsy watchman ery ¢ all's well,” and saw good
people sound asleep !

“Twelve o’elock, and all's well.” Once a vear, gome churehes hold a watceh-
night, and with solemn song and prayer live the old year out and the vew
year in. It is an event prepared for, talked of, got ready for, and remembered
as an epoch !

Now go out. Midnight! Hear the billiard balls as they are smitten;
hark to the rattle of dice; hear the oaths and curses of men avound their eard-
tables—the gambling hells keep watch-night, seven times cach week.

Midnight! Yet through half-opened blinda stream the lzht of the house of
the strange woman ; her doors are open, and from them there is a direct and
short path to the shades of hell.

On through the small hoars, hot-fonted, he keeps his way.  Along his path
is theft, and arson, and violence, ghastly murder or outraged virtue—the sin-
born babe is strangled-——the wandering homeless wretch takes his plunge into
eternity to escape the starvations or retributions of time.

3. He takes no vacation.—The schools are closed, for the hot summer is
upon them, and then the devil gathers the children to Ais schools.  They are
free. He never suspends for abseuce, or expels for misconduct. e makes
no distinction in color. All are welecome. He opens his school in the dusty
street, in shade of stables and salvons, beside lumber pilesand woed-yards, on
the dock, by the depot—anywhere. With what a glee he sings parody on
the song :

¢ Gather them in,
Gather the childrén in.”

The churches are closed. ’Tis hot weather. The heat comes in ‘through
walls of thick stone, through windows of costly stained glass and down through
7oofs of slate.  The minister perspires, the organist sweats, the bellows-blower
grows ucctuous. Let all have vacation.  Shut up the house of God, four, five,
or six weeks—let the pastor go away—ali hands for vacation !

Except the devil. He is busier now than ever. His chapels are opens
and are made more than ever attractive. The orzan is dumb, but shall there
be no music? The Subbath has now to be especially worked, for Satan has
all his own way, and it will go hard with him if he does not so well improve
the two months of closed churches, that he can afford to be comparatively casy
during the minister’s protracted winter siege.

He takes no ¢ noon-spell,” but goes about on his dangerous quest without
cessation,

THREE LESSONS.
1. Be sober—thoughtful, considerate.
2. Bc vigilant—ever watchful.
3. Remember ke is ¢your a:lvcrsary,’ and he goes about to destroy.
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“KATRINA—IIER LIFE AND MINE.”

FROM DR, HOLLAND'S NEW POEN,

“She was my peer:
No weakling girl, who would furrender will
And life and reason, with her loving heart,
‘T'o her possessor 3 no soft, clinging thing.
Wha would find breath alone within the arms
Of a strong master, and obediently
Wait on his whims in slavish cavefulness;
No fawning, cringing spaniel, to attend
His royal pleasure, and account herself
Rewarded by bis pats and pretty words ;
But & round woman, who, with insight keen,
Had wrought a scheme of life, and measured well
Iler womanhood ; had spread before her feet
A fine philosophy to guide her steps;
Had won a faith to which her lite was brought
In strict adjustment—brain and heart mesnwhile
Working in conscious harmony and rhythm
With the great scheme of God’s great universe,
On toward her being’s end.

“J ¢ould but know
Iler motives were superior to mine.
I could but feel that in her loyalty
To God and duty, she condemned my life.
Into her woman’s heart, thrown open wide
In holy charity, she had drawa all
Of human kind, and found no humblest soul
Too hurible for her entertainment—none
So weak it could retarn no grateful boon
For what she gave: and standing modestly
‘Within her scheme, with meekest reverence
She bowed to those above her, yet with strong
And hearty confidence.assumed a placo
In“service of the world, as minister
Ordained of Ifeaven to break to it the bread
She took from other hands. Aund she was one
Who could see all there was of xood in me—
Could measure well the product of my puwer,
And give it impulse and divection ; nay,
Could supplement my power ; and Lelp my heart
Against its foes.
* ) * » * *
¢ She held her separate life
OF prayer and Christian service without show
Of sanctity, without obtrusiveaess;
And, though I could but know she never sought
A blessing for herself, forgetting me
. In her petition, not in all those months
Did word of difference betray the gulf
Betwcen our souls and lives.  She hid her plan:
I guessed it, and respected it. She felt
That if her life were not an argument
To move.me, nothing that her lips might say
Could win mae to her wish.”
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“1In good timo,
There eame to un « child, the miniature
OF her on whose dear breast my bahyhood
Was nursed and eradlod ; and my happy heart
Charged with 2 double tenderness, received
Aud blgssed the preciouy gift.  Another fount
Of human love gurgled o meet my lips
Another store of gold, as rich and pure,
In ite own kind, as that from which [ drank,
Was thus discovered to my taste, and 1
Feasted upon its fulness,

“With the gift
That brimmed my cup of joy, there came a grace
To Ler who bove it of fresh loveliness,
It T had loved the maiden and hride,
"Tho mother, through Wwhose puin my heart had won
Iis new possessivn, fastened to my heart
With a new sympathy, Whatever dross
Qur months of intimacy had betrayed
Within her character, was puryed away,
And she was left pure gold.  Nay, I should eay,
Wihatever goodness had not been revealed
Through the relations of her heart to mine,
As loving maid and mistress, found the light
Through her maternity. A heavenly change
Passed o’er her soul, and o’er her pallid face,
As if the anconscions yearuing of « life
Had found full satiefaction in the birth
Of the vew being. 1ier long weariness
Was but a’tranee of peace and gratitude;
And as she lay—the babe upon her breast,
Her eyelids clused—I could but feel that heaven,
Should it hold all the good of which she dreamed,
Iud little mare for her”

READY FOR ANY IIONORABLE WORK.

When young G. came to the city, it was in what were called “ hard times.”

Many erchants had failed in their business, and a great many persons,
young and old, were out of employment, anxiously secking pew positions
where they might earn a living.  There was a very little business done, and
merchants dismissed their clerks, in order to reduce their expenses. Masy
persons, who had been in comfurtable circumstances heretofore, now found 1t
difficult, at times, to secure their dnily bread. ‘That no oneshould really suf-
fer for Jack of food, generous merchants established soup-houses in different
parts of the city, and iuvited any persons who wers unable to purchase food,
to come and receive, witbout espense, wholesome soup enough for themselves
and families.

It was at such a time as this that young G. came to seck a place of busi-
vess in the city. e went from stove tostore, but found no opening, and
reccived no encouragement.  He was acquainted with a merchant who was
then out of business himself, aud was wanaging one of the soup-houses, and
to him he went for advice andaid. Mr. W-——received him kindly. He
knew of no opportunity then in the city. * Business prospects hardly ever
looked darker,”’he suid. “ There seews no door opering for you now, but




324 IOME™ DEPARTMENT.

here is an opportunity for you to do good. I will give you a place to board,
and, until you hear ot sueh a position as you desire, you can render valuable
vice at the soup-house. ’

The books had not been properly kept, and the accounts were all in con-
fusion. Now many young men would have turned away from such labor na
this, and have said, * I cannot yicld my time without pay,\and I must be
coustantly looking to find some opening for business. This iz not a pleasant
kim’l of work, and I should rather not undertake it.” But this was not the
character of youug G, ITe was a Christian youth, and wag always ready to
do whatever was in his puwer for the good of others.  So he immediately
said, « T am ready for anything that is honorable, and that will give me an
houest living. ”  The next morning he was at his desk. Mauy, under the
circumstances, would have taken little pains in Leeping the books of a tem-
porary house of charity, but would have turned them off with as little lnbour
as possible.  Not so G. Tt was his habit to do whatever he undertook to do,
as well as he was able.  He opened and arranged the books as carefully and
neatly as if he had been in one of the largest counting-rooms of Boston. e
put in order all the accounts and brought ull the business into such a perfect
system, that the directors had not the slightest difliculty iu managing the affairs
of the house.

God has said in his word, “ Them that honorme I will honor.” G had
cheerfully yiclded himself to these lubors for others, and the heavenly Father
did not forget him. A significant providence mide these very labors of love
the means of sccuring for himselt' the object which he had, before this, sought
in vain.

One of the directors, struck with the skill and neatness shown in hisaccount
books, with his dilligence in the office, and his intelligent management of the
business of the soup-house, made inquiries of Mr. W——in reference to him.

These proving satisfactory, he at once offered him  place in his counting
room. Here commenced a truly successful and useful life.  As he remen
bered his Master in the hour of poverty, so he remained faithful to him in
his prosperity. He rose from one position to another, higher, and biinging
him a larger salary ; always, in every situation, doing whatever was in hand
as well as he was capable. Hebecame the cashier of a large bauk, and after-
ward the honored and trusted: treasurer of one of the largest benevolent socie-
ties in the country.

Now the lesson of this beautiful personal history is,—to shrink from no
honorable lubor.  Keep busy. In doing well what falls first to our hand we
shall give the bnst evidence of onr capacity to accomplish other services that
may be offered to us.  Always be ready to give cheerful service to those in
want. “He that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord,” and he has iafinite
resources from which to © repay “the loan. God has a plan and a plice for
us all ; by moving diligently and prajerfully on through the path that God
ruarks out for us, we shall find just the place for which we are fitted, and ac-
complish the work he has given us to do.—1b.

EvEry day is a little life, and our whole life but & day repeated.

TROUTHFULNESS is o corner stone in character, and if not firmly Inid in youth,
there will ever after be a weak spot in the foundation.

Tue Usk or Tite.—Use thy time with wisdom ; learn to live while life affords
thee life to learn ; so that when the awful secretary—Deoath—shall summon thee
to the great account, thou mayest be prepared to audit with him.
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AN BLOQUENT OLD LADY “DOWN ON Ti# RUMSELLER.”

Riding in the cars, I heard behind me a shrill voice exchim : “Would to
(tod that the Maine Law could have passed fifty years ago !’ We turned to
find an old lady on the seat back of us venturing her wish in the midst of an
earnest discussion between a Maine Law Yankee and a red nose member of
the bottle fraternity.  “Yes,”” continued the old lady, “fifty years ago! A
husband would not have gone down to a drunkard’s grave, my daughters
married drunkards and lived lives of sorrow, or iy boys have died in jail and
the madhouse.  Look at me,” and with something of a fire kindling up in
her old cyes, she laid her bony hand upon the arm of the liquor-dealer, ¢ and
sce the fruit of your accursed business. I was young, and had enough of
this world’s goods, and my heart was full of happiness and hope. My God!
sir, how they have poured desolation into this old heart! I am often bittor;
and do you wonder? Such as you robbed me of my children, and at cighty
years of age I am alone! Do you hear—alone! And let me tell you this
hand never wronged the least of God's creatures.  But you, sir, have wronged
me.  You, sir, talk about the domicile, and say it is sacred. God forgive mc,
but I remember the day when my house was entered by the constables and
skinned of all. I remember when the Bible my mother gave me was taken
away for drink. I remember the time when my first-born was Iid in my
arms from a drunken hushand’s hands, and its little life-blood ran warm into
my bosom frowm its wounds. Why, sir,”” said the old woman, half rising in
her seat, “in God’s holy name, did you come into my house to rob and kill ?
Was that constitutional? I have one child living—in the asylun—n
maniac.  It’s all the work of your baunds. There is blood there! Blood, sir!
Better, sir, have a millstone around your neck than sell rum. The curse of
the widow be upon you! It will follow you. The serpents you send out
shall return to you and to yours. Give me that bottle !” Involuntarily, us
it almost seemed, the liquor-dealer handed the old lady the bottle which he
held in his hand. She dashed it out of the car-window, and slowly resumed
her seat. The people who had crowded around, while the train was stopping,
to hear the cunversation, slowly and thoughtfully dispersed to their seats, and
the now cowering liquor-dealer looked the very embodiment of humiliation
and shame. With a deep sigh we turned away, our own faith made stronger
by the Maine-Law sermon we had listened to. Ah! how many in our land
would have cscaped the bitterness of life, had rum been banished in their
days l—Temperance Adeocate.

VAGRANT HEARERS.

‘Whois going to preach? I overheard a gentleman ask this question
from thesexton of a city church one day this summer, and, upon the question
being answered, the inquirer started off to another church to ask the samc
question, and if the answer was not such as he coveted, to continue his
wandering in search of a preacher who should suit his fancy. Now, in one
view of the case, the vagrant hearer was perfectly justified in his wanderings.
He evidently thought, as too many good people think, that the chief end of
gding to church is, not to glorify God, but to licar agreeable preaching, There
are different ideas, too, as to what is agrecable, for that which feeds one is
very distasteful to another ; and hence there i3 a great chance for vagrancy
ot ‘Sunday, if all who are unsettled, or strangers in a place, wander until they
find satisfuctory spiritual provision,
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The question of every Christian on n Sabbath moruing ought to be, not
whore shall 1 hear the best prenching, but whoro eun 1 worship aud serve
God most accoptably to.day? 1f L anm & stranger in o place, wheve shall [
be able to draw nearer to my Master, and in what placo shall 1 bho most likely
to find him? Cortainly the answer will not be, in that place where n may
claims the greater part of the attention of the nudience—wlicge moro is though:
of the periods of the orator, or the sulus from the cheiv than of the word of (ol
which is vend, and the Being to whow the eloquent prayor is offored, or the
sweet praiso sung.  Not thero shall T bo able to diaw near to God, whero the
human medium binds my svul a8 it goes forth after God, ¢oven the livin:
Qud.”  And if I go out upon a chase after eloquencs, or popular preaching,
or originality, or sweot music, my hesit will not bo in u state to desire,
supremely, communion with God, spiritusl refreshment, growth in grace, and
the many blessings which they receive who ¢ wait upon the Lord’ rather thay
upon men.~—Perhaps the evil of vagrancy is too subtle to bo cured, bhut it
might be mitigated in the community very much, i€ all Christian people
would unite with and regularly attend somo chureh of Christ in thetr own
neighborhood, and if Christinys, when away from home, would remiember that
the primary object of attending the House of God is to worship Him who i

a Spirit, “in spirit and in truth.

“'CAUSE TIIEY KILLED HIM.”

A geatloman in London ouce told the story of the Saviour’s sufferings to o
crowd of little dirty bout-blacks, who had been rude to him, and distributing
a little money to them, promised to see them again.  Somo time afterward
he met one of them in the street, but did not recoguize him. "The following
is the dialogue that cosued, nud the story of the result of # good man’s ¢ word
in time’ :

¢ Please Sir, I'in Jack.’

¢Jack—Jack who?’

¢Ouly Jack, sir—please sir.’

All &t once it came across him who the lad was. ¢ I remember you now,’
he said. ¢ ITave you tried to keep your promise to love the Lord Jesus, and
show him how much you love Him by obeying Iim !

‘Yes, sir, I have; indeed L have,” he answered carnestly.

Inexpressibly delighted, the gentleman stopped and talked to him a litde,
waking an excuse by letting him clean his shoes,

¢ Can you read, Jack 2’ he asked.

‘Yes, sir; not over well, but I can make shiit to spell out a page.’

¢ Would you like a Testament of your own, where you could read for your-
self the story you read the other night?’

There was no answer, but half a chuckle of happiness at the bare idea.
There was no pretence about the lad. The dirty little thief had set his fuce
heavenward.

‘I sce you would like it, Jack,” added his fricnd. ¢ Come to wmy roowus at
——, to-morrow, and you shall have one.—Good-by.’

Exactly at the appoiuted time on the morrow, came one modest, cager tap
at the door. In walked Jack. He had been to some ncighboring pump,
poor fellow, and washed himself—not clean but streaky. IHe had plastered
hig hair down meekly in honor of his visit.—There was nothing * taking’
with him. e was very ugly ; and had it not been for an humble, repentant
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look, would have been ropulsiva.  T'hat, howover, ho was not. Tho gentle-
man shook hands with him, and made him sit by him.

¢ JFuck, why do you want a Testamaont ¢’

“F'o rend about Him you told us of,’ sid ho shortly.

¢Why do you want to rond shout Him ¢ Beenuse you love Him 2

Jaok noddad once, shortly nnd devisively.  ‘I'horo wan not doubt abuout thy
matter, not n whit, ’

‘Why do you love Him?’

Jack was quite wilont. His little ordinary fontures woved in « singuine
way; his cyos twinkled; his breast heavod.  All at onco he dropped his
lond on the tablo, sobbing nw if his heart would bronk.  ¢'Cauwe they killed
him,’ gasped poor Jack. 1t wan with some diflicuity the gontloman reativined
his own tears. ‘Tho fervent beliof in the Jaord’s death—tho clear view
which ho had of it, that it was for him, and that he did in no way deserve it
—hnd melted his poor little wandering henrt a8 it had never heen melwed
beforo.

HOW A REVIVAL ORIGINATED.

A pastor, since an eminont preachor and teacher of theology, enne to fee
go deeply the condition of his charge that ho could not bear it alone. e
liad thonght, wept and prayed over it in his closet, and had prenched the
grent truths of tho gospel with all the encrgy ho could command, hut snw no
evidence of a responso from his audience. He now invited hin four dencons to
spend an evening with him in his study. To thom he opened his wholo henrt.
They talked and prayed together, and their foelings woro decply moved.  As
they were about to soparate, the young pastor requested esch descon to come
aguin & week from that evéning, and bring with him one brother, being cure-
ful to sclect one who would bo most likely to sympathize with them in their
present feelings and purposes. The expected cight met the pustor nt the
second meetingr, and the evaning was spent very much in tho same way as the
first; and at the close of this interview the anme request was mnade of the
cight as had been previously made of the four deacons, At the third meeting,
sixteen were present.  Once more, in this way, the mecting was donbled at
the pastor’s study ; and so profound were the feclings of all prescnt, and so
encournging were the indications of the Divine presence, that public notice
was given of the next meeting, which was held in the chapel; the fecling
deeponing and extending from meeting to mecting, until the great congrega-
tion was moved, and a very lurge nninber were hopefully converted. ~ This
great und good man always traced the beginning of that wonderful revival to
that first meeting with his deacons.  The dencons would probably hiave gone
one step farther back, namely to that wrestling and praying, and fresh anvint-
ing of their pastor, alone in his closet, before ho met his deacons.—— Eraminer
and Chronicle.

A correspondent of the Christian Iegister sends to that paper the follow.
ing very sensible remarks in regard to the length of sermons :

The idea is as ridiculous as it is foolish, that every sermon must be just
twenty minutes long, no matter whether the subject is difficult or not. ¢ Down
with him,” is the cry, “his twenty, his thirty minutes are up.”

There is a vast deal of nonsense ventilated on thissubject. As well wight
you put a man on time to cat dinner, whether he was taking a * hasty plate ”
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of soup only, or goiug through the regular six courses of fish, flesh and the
vest. A lawyer, who consumes three hours in arguing a question of law re-
lating to the ownership of a barrel of apples, is indignant at his wminister fo-
excceding twenty-five minutes is unfolding one of the great principles of moral-
ity on whose observance the tolerable existence of society depends.  ‘T'he judge,
who fills two hours with his “ opinion ”’ on the right of the counsel to challenge
a witness, grumbles at his minister because he has prolonged the discussion
of fundamental laws of human progress to thirty minutes. The physician,
who takes ten minutes to prepare the medicine for headache, is nervously
rostive if his minister spends only twice as many in attempting to relieve a
chronic heartache. The belle, who has spent—how long !—in adjusting the
hows of her honunet, is remorseless in her criticisms on the minister who does
not finish his meditations on the Fatherhood of God in fifteen minutes. The
fop, who has combed, and stroked, and perfumed and waxed his beard aud
moustache for half an hour, is mortified past endurance if the poor minister
is not through his discussion of the immortal life ¢inside* of twenty-five
minutes.

EFuough. Somcbody ought to be ashamed. The Length of Sermons ought
to depend upon the subject. ¢ No soul is converted after halfan hour.” s
itso. But all sermons are not preached to convert souls. There are a gond
wmany other ends sought in preaching. Sermons addressed to the cmotions
should bebrief.  Ou this point ministers are most apt to mistake.  Discussion
of doctrines, moral principles, human duties and others, addressed to the in.
tellect chiefly, must depend for their length upon the nature of the topie dis-
cussed ; and to attempt to assign twenty minutes to such a sermon would be
like mounting a heavy columbiad on the stock of a pocket pistol. A word t
the wise is sufficient, & volume to the foolish would be in vain. Ministers
undoubtedly sometimes make great mistakes, and some persist in making
them. But they are not the exclusive inheritors of folly. Let it be remen:-
hered that time to speak is as important as something to say.

SHALL WE GIVE IT UP?

* Why don’t you go to the prayer meeting ?”’

¢ Oh, it’s so cold there, I don’t go.””

“You are mistaken, it is not cold now; since they had the new little lecture
room, it is very cosy and comfortable, and the people do not suffer haif as
much. A wise move that”

«T don’t mean the room; I know that; but the hearts. I went as long as]
could, but I learned all the prayers by heart and concluded there were better
in the prayer book, if you didn’t care for variety, which I do. I préfer prayers
suited to the occasion, and at monthly concerts I think it rather selfish to ex-
pend all our petitions upon ourselves, merely saying ¢ Thy kingdom cowme ’ at
the end.. Our Saviour made that one of the first and chief petitions.”

“But don’t you think we ought to sustain the meetings? "

“Qught?, Yes. Allofus§ No,Iam tired,and really and conscientiously
concluded it was not to edification. If I were a man I would go. Many 2
time I was moved and wished I were a Methodist, or a Friend, and might make
bold to speak. Somebody wanted stirring up. I used to conclude it would
be better to stop altogether.”

¢ And not have any meeting ?”’
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“Yes, not have any for a time, if you will. Itseems to me sometimes like
the fire in our great stove. Now and then, from improper managewment, it
arows all choked and dull, you put in coal, and the more you put in the more
dead and dullis your fire, till at last it takes all the heat it car raise to keep
itself alive. The only way is, then, to put it out. Clear it all out to the
foundations, and start a new fire. As things were, it is the better way,
though if all had been properly managed, this course need not have been
necessary. I grieve to say, I think this would be the only way with our
prayer meeting.  We want a new fire. Now if I were a man, I could speak
and pray, and at least show that I was alive. Itis terrible to go theve to ask
for what we so much nced, and never offer ono petition. It is terrible to hear
such pointless speeches and exhortations, when so much is at stake. But then
T am a woman, and being bound to keep silence, I feel also bound to stay
away, when the atmosphere chills me through. It scews to me that even the
¢two or three’ are not gathered in the Saviour’s name. If they only would
let women conduct a few of the meetings, I think the fire would burn.  There
is no way but to be alive, to have a definite purpose and to believe that the
promises will be fulfilled if we claim them.”

“T wish they would try « silent mecting, and perhaps with nursing the fire
would burn. Now just theso two or three men make remarks nud pray
because they must, not because they cannot keep silence.  Better not speak
unless we have something to say. I we had a silent meeting, 1 think some-
hody might take the alarm, and get up a better fire.”’

So far the conversation.  Who was right ?— Erchange.

@orrespondence.

N O'EICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Another batch of Catechismatical correspondence lies before us.  First
Mr. Lumsden replies to Mr. Wood and ¢ Minimo Minimus.” Then, the
latter, in happy ignorance of that fact, replies to Mr. L. for not replying.
Next, Mr. Pullar replies to our note on his last letter, and proceds to show
up Calvinism according to Calvin. And lastly, Rev J. Middleton vindicates
Dr. Wardlaw from lending any countenance to Morrisonianism. We had
intended to insert portions, at least, of all of these letters, and had written
upon the subject oursclves. But the exigencies of our space compel us to
restrict ourselves to the last—for which, as his first communication, the
writer’s years and character demand a place. That portion of the last but
one which replies to our note, we will insert, when we have room fur our
rejoinder.  For the statement of a form of doctrine which no one among us
believes, we are not so sure that we shall have room. There must be a limit
to discussions of this nature. We think we can occupy our space to better
purpose. .

THE WEBKLY OFFERING IN MONTREAL.

MR, Ep1ToR,—In the December number of the Canadian Independent, there
was a letter signed by a leading trustee of Zion Church, Montreal, in which
sundry objeciions were raised against the plan of free seats, &c., now in use
by that Church, and a preference expressed for pew rents. That expression
might liave been allowed to pass, but for the statements, that two Presbyteriatt



330 CORRESPONDENCE.

Churches of this city have already abandoned the free pew system as untenable,
and that Zion Church would not repeat the experiment, if once safely back to
the old system. As such a statement from such a quarter might have great
weight with other members of the church, I feel impelled to give my reasons
from dissenting from the views therein expressed.

It may be literally true, that two Presbyterian Churches have abandoned
the free-pew system, and yet be entirely aside from the merits of the case.

No one looks for perfection in working the principle of voluntary support
of the gospel, as distinguished from state aid. It has been and i3 now the
cry, that many churches do not do their duty in the matter; and if we meet
with imperfections in this fundamental principle of our church polity, because
it depends upon frail humanity to administer it, shall we look perfection in
any mode of working it ?

But some of your readers who do not live in Montreal may be ready to ask,
What is the plan under discussion? It may be stated in a few words thus,
* Seats free, but allocated : the gospel supported by voluntary weekly con-
tributions.”  These two general principles, administered with some latitude,
cover the whole plan.  And aithough the writer is not collecting * materials
for church history,” it may be well to take a historical glance at the circum-
stances which gave occasion for its introduction among us.

When the church assembled in St. Maurice Street, it used the pew rent
plan, aided in its shorteomings by voluntary contributions; and if your cor-
respondent has heard the complaints of the treasurer, as the writer has done,
of the trouble of collecting pew rents, amount of arrears, and bad debts, he
is probably ready to acknowledge, that that plan was not guite perfect. On
entering our present building, the circumstances of the church were peculiar.
The debt on it was greatly disproportioned to the size of the congregation,
and there were many more pews than appli¢ants for them. A grand effort
had therefore to be made, to increase the revenue of the church so as to
cover its incrcased expenditure, and they were only too glad to find any plan
which gave promise of success. So, casting aside all thought of pew rent, the
church resolved to rely entirely upon the voluntary weekly offerings of its
adherents.

‘The mode of working the plan was, that the applicants for pews or sittings
in the new building might have allocated to himany pew or sittings he might
select, (if not previously allocated,) and when they were so allocated, e would
be asked to subscribe such sum as he could afford, and pay it weekly by means
of small bags placed in his pew, to be dropped into the collection on Sabbath.
This plan is not absolutely voluntary, inasmuch as the seat holder is asked to
name a fixed sum. The writer belicves the time will come when the Church of
Christ will feel itself called upon to rely entirely upon the consciences of its
members for support. At present, this might be utopian, but our plan
comes as near to it as possible, by asking each to fix his own amount, and to
pay it weekly ; if he falls into arrears, it is the treasurer’s duty to notify him of
the fact and amount ; but we make this reservation, that the subscriber may
of his own free will inerease or decrease the amount by notifying the treasurer.
This is important, as it secures the intrinsic voluntariness of the subscription.
Again and aguin in the history of the Church has this right been exercised,
the pewholder meanwhile retaining his pew as formerly, without any reference
to the amount of his subscription.

This, then, is the-plan in use; but, like every thing which depends upon
wan to administer, frailties appear with age.” And because of them, the’
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love of sowme for the plan is growing cold. What, then, are the results, and
whas the fuilings which have been developed in it, during the past 22 years?
These all naturally divide themselves under two heads, namely, those having
relation to finance, and those having relation to pew-holding.

1. The financial vesults. Tho immediate result of the adoption of this
plan was, au increase of' the yearly income of the church from about $2000
to about $3000. To say, this could not have been done under the old plan
of pew rents, would be presumptuous; but at least for years we in our sim-
plicity gave the new plan the credit of having saved the church from bank-
raptey.  The writer believes it did so, by enabling large contributors to give
wore in & way they did not feel, and by drawing a much larger number of
swall contributions, which otherwise would not have been obtained. It was
then a weekly system, and continued so for many years ; but as the pressure
of our necessities wore away, a measure of laxity was allowed to creep in
0ld subseribers became less punctual in their weekly payments; new sub-
scribers were not even asked to adopt the weekly plan ; and thus, however faith-
fully arrears might be paid up when called for, the irregularities, not being
promptly checked, reproduced themselves in a feeling that weekly payments
were troublesome ; consequently, many discontinued them, substituting
monthly or quarterly, or annual payments, or paying when convenient; in
their cases, it is simply a system of voluntary contribution often delayed so
as to occasion much inconvenience to the managers, so that, however goud
a thing a good balance sheet may be, the treasurer is allowed to go mourning
during eleven months of the year.

This then is one of the principal failings developed by age, but in spite of
the decline of the weekly part of the plan, with the exception of two or three
years of great trial and difficulty, it has provided for all our current expendi-
tures, and is doing so now, and the writer has good reason to know that that
has not been by pew rents in al least one of the two churches referred to.
As to the arrears referred to by your correspondent, these are a very sore
trouble with many treasurers. ‘The writer could refer to one church which has
had so much difficulty in collecting its arrcars of pew rents, that it pays a com-
mission of 10 per cent. for their collection.

Now it could not be expected that, in those cases where the contributivu
has become annual, we should be entirely exempt from urrears; but the
witer will hazard the declaration, that there is not one pew-renting church in
Montreal which can show so small a percentage of arrears, or in which there
is less trouble in collections than in Zion Church.

Your space will not now admit of any extended remarks on the question
of weekly payments. The remarkable success which has attended this plan
when faithtully tried, is, in the view of the writer, only a sccondary recom-
mendation. Its best feature is its adaptation to develope the grace of giving
liberally—in short it is a means of grace, to ail who use it aright; and it is
to be hoped that an effort will now be made to revive its gencral use among
us. And hese, one word about the children giving. The writer has for many
years knowa a number of families who have endeavoured systematically to
teach their children to give; some of their names did even appear upon the
treasurer’s books, but were discontinued on the ground that it was the duty
of the parent rather than of the treasurer to enforce punctuality. The money
still appears in the treasurer’s accounts, but not the names; and we will not
turn to pew rents to help parents discharge their duty. For these and other
reasons. the writer comes to the following conclusions :—
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1st. That, simply as a means of obtaining funds, it has the sanction of sue
cess, sometimes under the most difficult circumstances, during twenty-two
years’ service. )

2nd. That in its simplicity in working, freedom from expense for collect-
ing, and the comfort of the Treasurer, it is far superior to the system of pew
Tents. \
3rd. That the members of a congregation, who are thus accustomed to
contribute voluntarily for the support of their own privileges, will be much
more likely to act liberally and conscientiously in regard to other claiws, than
those who do not aim to rise higher than the thought of payinga rent for
their pew. In short, a blessing isin it.”” And hence our aim should be,
as far as possible, to revive it in its primitive simplicity, in order to increased
uscfulness, but not for one moment to countenance the thought of sbandon.
mg L.

Il. Tt is, however, under the second head, namely, the influence of frce
pews upon the permanent welfare of a city congregation, that most of the
objections to the plan are raised.  If it be so, that « it has a smack of repni.
licanism about it,” so much the better is it fitted in its relation to Gaspel
ordinances. The Apostle James says (James ii. 2-4): «If there come unto
your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in
also a poor man in vile raiment, and ye have respect to him that weareth the
gay clothing, and say to bim, ¢Sit thou here in a good place;” and say te
the poor, ‘Stand thou there,’ or, ¢Sit here under my footstool,’ are ye not
then partial?” Can anything be said or written to deprecate more strongly
the modern custom of trading in pews and sittings in places of worship?
However far we may be ready to go in making allowanees for the changes
which have taken place in the manuers and customs of society since the times
of the apostles, is not pew-letting utterly. inconsistent with the simplicity of
that Gospel which is so especially preached to the poor? Is it not true that
the especial characteristic of the age is worldliness? and that it is to this
cause we have to attribute the low state of the piety of the present day 7 and
shall a Church which professes to be based upon the New Testament model
so ignore first principles, as deliberately to set apart its best seats for the
“ man with a gold ring,” and send the poor wan, “rich in faith,” to st
clsewhere?  But perhaps if I were to give utterance to all my thought se.
this matter I should be thought Utopian, or something worse. I will, there
fore, only remark further, that your correspondent evidently agrees with me
in the belicf, that pews ought really to be free,—for his first objection to our
present plan is, that they are less free than where they are rented, and, ir
shart, that seats ¢ free to strangers” “tura out in working to be a fallacy 7"
Isthisso? The writer remembers a church where the person renting a pew
was supplicd with a key with which to admit himself and family. True, this
was an exceptional case, but was it not in strict harmony with the theory of
rents 2 The occupant pays for certain rights, and all the associations conse-
uent upon itare related to the laws of property. How different in the free pew
system! The occupant is told that the pew belongs to the church, noi to
him, and is only allocated for the sake of order and his own comfort ; that it
is not in any sense rented to him,—it is frec,—~hut if he values his Gospe!
privileges, it is right that he should contribute of his free will such ameunt
as hels able to afford for their maintenance. Is it, then, in the order of
things, that the latter will hold his rights in his pew more tenaciously aud

exclusively than the former? Or if we concede the rare possibility that
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owing to the selfishness of human nature, individuals will make up in grip
what they are deficient in rights,—can this be so frequently the case as to
be regarded as an objection to a system ? .

As to the statement that free pews are less under the control of the ufficers
of the church than rented pews, involving also more numerous ezuses of irri-
fation,—there is another aspect from which to examine this ohjection. I can
readily understand how few causes of irritation can arise in connection with
pew reuts, and why?  Let me suppose a case :—

A person rents a whole pew, for years pays his rent punctually, and of
cowrse retaing undisturbed possession of it. If he occupies only one-half of
it, whose business is that? he pays for it all. Bat, says a pew-renting trus-
tee, “The church reserved its right to resume any portion not oceupied,
when required for new applicants.” To this the holder of the pew, if a rea-
sonable man, at once consents, providing only that the eo-ocenpant is person-
ally acceptable.  But if he replies, ¢ I want the whole pew for myself, and I
will pay for all or none,” how much is that pew uuder the coutrol of the
chureh officers ?

Suppose also that under the free pew plan the chureh officer has to deal
with the same scat-holder, oceupying the same pew, with the sume number
of seats in 1t unoceupied,—in whas respect are those seats less uunder control ?
The pew-renting trustee bad no control whatever over the rented pew: how
much less has the pew-allocator, and where is the oecasion of irritation?  Nog
in the system, but in the mind of the trustee. The first at once concedes the
fact, that he cannot control the empty seats; the other, in the eonscious-
ness that the seats are “free,” is not so ready to sacrifice the rights of the
church, and because he enforees those rights, eases of irritation do arisc more
frequently.  Of course I refer only to unrcasonable people.  The church does
not build pews for a financial speculation, but for the welfare of the cause,—
and this a reasonable perssn will gladly recognise and comply with in cither
case; but let not the free pew system be blamed without cause, and if the
pewallocator is wise enough # to handle this matter delicately,” so much the
better.

Perhaps, however, the real diffiealty arises from confusion of thought in
the association of a wonied valu- with the pews, aud the consequent inference
that the man who subseribes most liberally should be least exposed t dis-
tubance.  But when the church resolved, by a deliberate and well-considered
vote, that the pews should be free, it cut short the idea of value; and until
the church reseinds its action, the trustees have no right cither in theury or
practice to renew it.

Say not, ¢ The church must have money.” Yes, it must, and it gets all
it wants in the way it has appointed, and that way has no relation to the
value of a pew, but to the ability and willingness of the occupant. The
writer believes that the system of free pews is as far superior to renting pews,
2 the system of voluntary coutribution is superior to pew rents.

Aud now, in conclusion, I would ask the mewbers of Zion Church to bear
with me, while I give my views of the wain cause of, and the rcwedy for,
the oceasions of frritation, which are more numerous and hawssing to the
trustees than they are aware of.

Yems ago, with every thivd pew vacant, small families were allowed free
possession of large pews, and naiurally flowed to the most desirable parts of
the building. But in latter years, the process of filling up has been constant.
New-comers, able to subscribe kugcly, have been leoking for best pews ; and
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the process of compression or removal has been the occasion of annoyanee to
mauy, but especially to the pew-allocator. This was an inevitable consc-
quence of a too gencrous allocation when the congregation was smaller, uni
would not (I think) have been avoided by pew rents.

What, then, is the remedy?  Simply tocolonize. It is not to the honour of
our congregation, with its wealth and numbers, nor is it consistent with the
claims of the Master, that we content ourselves with one church of our
denomination in the city of Montreal. Let 4 second, and as soon as possible
a third cause be commenced ; and with the attractive power of two or three
centres, our growth would be proportionately fast, while we should at ance
remove cvery cause of irritation, by affording sufficient accomodation for new
comers, in our tov crowded place of worship. If it is asked, how this is to
be accomplished ?  This answer, in our present circumstances, is not cusily
given. When frecly diseussed three years ago, it was found that even those
most interested in a second church-movement were not willing to colonize.
Perhaps therefore it may now be necessary to begin within the church by the
clectivn of a co-pastor, for that which we were unwilling to do if began by the
erection of a second edifice. Till an cfficient second church is established
we must expect that our pew allocating difficulties will continue.

P.w.oay,

Montreal, December 21st, 1867.

['The value of the above statement, as relating so fully the working of tie
weelkly-offering system in the church from which so many others have bor
rowed it, must be the apology for its prodigious length. We have had some
apprehensions, in reading it, that some portions verged too near that discussion
of the private affairs of a church which we have found it necessary rigidly
to exclude from the Magazine. But the question is one of very generl
interest, and this frauk narration of facts will do a public service.

We must take this opportunity to protest agaiust a perversion of the Quecn’s
English, which Montreal is responsible for introducing into Canada, we mean
such a use of the word “ allocate,”” asis found in the above Jetter. Thut
word siguifics the assigning of some man or thing 0 a place; and the
carpenter ¢ allocates a pew” when he nails it to the floor. 1t would be
correct to speak of allocating a family to a certain pew: but “allotwent” is the
term to he used instcad of « allocation,” wheu a, pew is given to a family —

Ev.]

THOSE NOVEL PEW RENTS.

[ The letter of «“ P. W. W.;” to which the following is a reply, though re-
ccived too late for inscrtion in our January number, was sent to Montreal
subscribers in a supplement, the writer desiring its immediate circulation
there.  Hence the simultancous appearance this month of «J. P. C.’s” auswer.
Qur impression is, that the facts of general interest have now been pretty
well brought out ; so far as Montreal 18 concerncd—En.]

My DEAR Sir,—The account of the plan and its workings given by your
correspoudent, “P. W. W.,”” has not the same complexion as that of your
Awmerican Editor’s ¢ Enthusiastic Deacon,” and, so faras it goes, bears out
my strictures on the paragraph which tempted me to address you on thatsub-
ject.  After some cnquiry I have learned that Zion Church is the only one 1
Montreal practising this system ; and also that the two referred to in my last,
are satisficd that it was unsuitable for them. I was therefore justifiedin
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venturing to say that any wholesale endorsation of its « invariuble success ”
wasan error. 1 have now to notice the position of another Presbyterian Church
in Montreal, which, in its report of this week, notes the fuct that «ll the Pews
are rented, only a few isoluted sittings being now availuble; while Mr. W.
sees no remedy for Zion Church’s difficulty, in not being able to furnish more
G hest seats,” save colunization, though in Zion Church there still might have
bee counted over thirty pews entirely unoccupied, besides many isolated
sittings ; that is to suy, he advises building aucther chureh, so that each might
have only its best seats allocated and both churches half empty. Can I say
anything stronger than Mr. W. huas done to condemn the novel plan, secing
that he confesses further to “numerous and harassing causes of irritation to
the Trustees, more than any of the members are aware of

T will take your hint, and avoiding further discussion of the private aflzirs
of any church, address myself rather to those who have borrowed, or may
think of adopting, this system which Mr. W. advocates.

Allow me to say ilien, that the terms, “ fice but allocated,” area cuntradie-
tion of each other, forif allocated they are not free, but held by those to whom
they have been allotted.  Further, I remark that in no sense is the subscrip-
tion of the individual “an offering ™ (an offering to God as I understand it),
inasmuch as the sum paid is for value reccived.

It is, in fact, a swn paid in consideration of the allotment ofa pew. It is
apersonat! ussessment, supposed to be governed by the comparative afifucnee
of the assessor, but it is for the consideration that in a certain pew, he and his
family shall on stated oceasions listen to the instructions of one who is also
pid a fixed yearly income.  Thus though the ministrations of the Holy Spirit
are to us “ without money aud without price,” not so are those of men. Yet
srange to say, a voluntary assessment is confounded by many with what they
foolishly call “ a free Gospel.” A pew that is paid for, is supposed to Lie a free
. Tew, and a payment wade fur value received, is held tobe an offering to God.
" Inorder to meet Mr. W.s financial argument, it would be necessary to
drag up aguin private affairs, therefore I content myself by merely saying,

Ist. That the ¢ remarkable suceess ™ is a maiter of dispute.  2ud. That
the supposition that in paying their pew reat an offering has been already
uade, obliterates in the mind of individuals the claims of Christ’s eause for an
wjering which will be really « sucrifice to God.  This deserves a more extend-
ol notice which would however again tread upon private ground.  3rd. Were
the pew vents fixed, to be paid stricdly <n advance, payable weekly, monihly,
er quarterly at the option of the ovcupant, bad debts aud arrears would be
woided 5 the Treasurer have that life of ease which Mr. W. desiderates; the
7ews be more fully occupicd ; a few “ best scats” be oceasionally on hand for
itangers 3 and causes of irritation—non est. I subwit therefure, that the
ixed pew rent system is, with this one improvement, the preferable system
for our churches to adopt. J.P.C.

CONGREGATIONAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF B. N. A.

Mr. Epitor,—Will you kindly insert in the forthcoming number the
following correction of the * General Statement” at the end of the Annual
Report recently issued :

Instead of Lower Canada District, $1,077 £3, it should be—

Rev. Edward Ebbs, $50 U. S. Currency per Dr. Wilkes  $33 93

Collected at Annual Mecting «.eveevvrcens o vevrevsonnees 13 93

Lower Canada District eeeeeeverenennnieeeeetunnnnnneeens 1020 47 1,077 33
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The contributions of Mr. Ebbs and of the Annual Meeting are omitted i
the lists prefixed, though the aggregate at the credit of the Socicty is correct,

Henry WiLkes,
Montreal, 16th January, 1868. ' G 8 C

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF BRITISII NORTII AMERICA.

Dear Sir,—I have to acknowledge reccipt of the following from the
Churches at

For 1847. In 1866,

ATBHIN cciiiis venieeenceeececeesancannns $2 00 ..oneenne $2-00
Cowansville and Brome............ « 1100 ... . 400
Rughv ool covee ceeeeianinn 8 00 ....... . 700
Granhy  ceeeere®ee ceeenne eeee 1338 cieeniens 0 0D
Lanark o veecineeceinnns o e 3D 00 .. 0 00
Pilesnn wovcieerreenes venen 500 ......... 000
{75 38 $13 00

And irom a ¢ Brother in Christ.” Wellington, $10 (0

We are now fuirly afloat again.  The last item is worth double its nowinal
amonnt, as it comes to us quite voluntarily from, so far =s we know, a new
quarter.

What we want now is, that the Churches look out for-the College, Mes.
Nothing is commoner than when the question is asked, * Have you reccived
a call to the work of the ministry 7’ for the candidate to appeal to what he
deems an fnward call from the Holy Spirit. It may be a singular view, but
I should deem an outicard call from the church, moved therato after devout
prayer, to be a more reliable eall.  Therefore for the same reason 1 deemit
the mere to he every church’s duty to look out from among them such faith-
ful men as will be able to teach, and to urge upon such to enter the minis 5.
The more men we have the cheaper can we educate them. IHaving put the
menns now in a fair way, let us have mare men.

Faithfully yours,

Jaues P. Cragk,
Montreal, Jan. 18, 1868, Treaswrer C. C. B. N, 4.

DR. WARDLAW VINDICATED.

My Dear Sir,—In his letter to the INprrrypEsT, Dee. 18, 1867, Mr.
Pallar gives.us to understand that one of the doctrines now called Morrisonian,
is, that, “cvery man can repent aud believe the gospel 7 and this he ez
is taken verbatim from Dr. Wardlaw. Now, I happen to have lying before
e, a copy of the cutire correspondence between the four Congrewationl
churches at Hamilton, Bellshill, Bridgetown, Cambuslang, and Ardrossai—
published in 1845—on the dactrines of Election aud the influence of llfo.ﬂnly
Spirit in conversion. Dr. Wardlaw and the other Congregational mivisters
in Glasgow were grieved at the thought of the five winisters having—by reprt
—departed from the fiith, and holding and teaching serious error. Dr.
Wardlaw amd his brethren feeling it to be their duty t ascertain the truth of
this repuit, wrute to these churches and thus begu the correspondence.
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The first question asked by Dr. Wardlaw and his brethien in Glasgow was,
Du you hold that the influence which the Holy Spirit exerts in the couversion
of sinners is a yeaeral, and in no ease a speciul influence ? meaning by general,
that the Spirit’s influence is put forth upon all elile who hear the Gospel, and
that no more, or other divine influence is exerted on those who believe the
Gospel, than on those who reject it.  The second question was, ¢ have yon
ceased to hold the doctrine of personul, and unconditional election? meaning
by that the sovereign and gracious choice of individuals to eternal life by
God. Then the Dr. and his brethren in Glasgow say, it is respeeting these
doctrines, and such others as are necessmily involved in them, that we fear
you are in error, and therefore trust that at your earliest convenience, you
will favour us with explicit answers to the preceding queries.”

The answers at first were anything but explicit, but at lass they declared
they did not believe in the doctrine of unconditivnal clection, nor in any
special influence of the Spirit in the couversion of sinners.—The conscguence
was that, after having been faithfully and affectionately deait with by the
brethren in Glasgow, they were left to take their own course, being ziven to
understand, that they were no longer in fellowship with the churches in
Glasgow. Now, as Dr. Wardlaw was one of those who pronounced thas
sentence, and as Mr. Pullar appears to hold the errors condemued, there can
beno doubt that had he been in the neighbourhood, 2 wminister holding and
propagating these errors, hie would have been dealt with by Dr. Wardlaw and
the brethren in Glasgow, just as the others were.  So much for Dr. Wardlaw,
a5 the advocate of Human Ability.

If niwves be of any weight and be boasted of by one party, the other may
properly do the same thing. 'Well, though we are to cull no man Master on
arth, just look at Goedwin, Owen, Bunyan, Charnock, Edwards, Chalmers,
Haldane, and many morg that might be named.  Now, will any one say that
these were ordinary men? yet they were calvinists and were properly so
ealled. I think therefore, that the calvinist can very well afford to be laughed
at when standing in such company, for where, on the other side, shall we
lek for any to compare with them ?—I hope you will see the propriety of not
affering Or. Wardlaw to stand in such a light.

With much estecem, I am yeurs,

Jayes MippLeror.
Salem, by Elora, Jan. 16, 186G.

WIDOWS' FUND.

Dear Siv,—I do not ke to miss a month without communicating with
souin riference to the “ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund,” Lut if dur fricuds
from the couutry send me no supplics, it scems uscless to trouble you to pub-
lish such a fact?

. As Lhave uo contributions to acknowledge, I subinit a suggestion—* Why
i it that the following churches which ¢ did run well” have ceased to contribute
tothe Fund 2”  Want of due consideration of its claims, I imagine to be the
enly reply that can be given :—if this be so, I would ask the various Church
ofiicers if they do not think the substantial advantages the Fund offers, worthy
o2 place in their arrangemeuts for their periodical collections? We have
row three Widows recciving annuities of $90 cach (one having a child with
$0a year). We must look to a continual increase of claimanis and it is
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very desirable, that, before they arise, we should be prepared, so that we may
never have.to trench upon the capital to pay these demands.
Yours truly,
J. C. Barrox, Treasurcr.
Montreal, 25th January, 1868,

List of churches and their last collection for Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund.

Barton and Glanford, 1861 ; Belleville, 1860 ; B wmanville, 1863 ; Caledon,
18358 ; Canning, 1865 ; Chebogue, 1865 ; Cuhuurg, 1861 ; Coldstream, 1862 ; Cow.
ansville, 1861 ; Danville, 1865 ; Hamilton, 1859 ; IIawkesbury, 1859 ; Inverness,
1861 Liverpool, W. S. 1864; London, 1861 ; Manningville, 1862; Meaford,
1862 ; Newmarket, 1861 ; Ottawa, 1865 ; Owen Suund, 1862 ; Pine Grove, 1861;
Richmond, 1866 ; Sarnia, 1860 ; St.Andrews, 1860 ; Toronto, Zion Church, 1864,

Qther Churches there are that have never contributed at all to the Fund.

Fatevary Hotrees,

Stephen Grattan’s Faith, The Orphans of Glen Elder, a Scottish Story,
and My Friend’s Friend, are three books that come to us from the American
Sunday School Union, Philadelphia. The first is avowedly by the writer of
Shenac, Christie, and Little Gabricl, which we favourably noticed some time
ago, and the others—we venture to guess—are from the same pen. We fel
such confidence in the said pen, that we are prepared beforehand to com-
wend whatever comes from it as sound in its teachings, wholesowe in spirit,
and of uncommon story-telling ability. The present volumes we have oot
time to read in person, but the buard of juvenile * tasters”” to whow
they have been referred, pronounces them * very“nice,”” and we have m
doubt that the verdict is according to the fucts.

Our contemporaries, the English Congregational magazines, are beginuing
the vew year with more advanced ideas. The Christiun Witness prowises
more popular featores, and to deai more directly with curreat questions. Tt
will report on Iome, Colonial aud Irish missions. * Materials for” English
Cungregational ¢ Church History” will be supplied from various counties
The Christian’s Penny Megazine is to be illustrated with engravings! It
well managed. The Christian Spectator is to take the name of the ire
Clurchman (one shilling). The Evangelical Magazine, so far as we can
see, has no new promises to make. It is ably conducted by Dr. Stoughton.

We speak a good word with pleasure on behalf of the Congregationd
Quaiterly (Boston, $1.50 per annum). The January number came promptly
to hand, with its eluborate statistics of the Congregational Churches of
Awerica. The exact and exacting compiler of these tables is pleased to sy
of those from this quarter: “ Canada is always satisfactory. It wants only
to distinguish pastors, and to give lists of ordinations, liceutiates, &e¢.” We
may explain that the modern inventions of ‘“acting pastor” and ¢ stated
supply ”’ have not yet been introduced into these backward regions. A]nwsl
all those who are ministering to churches are pastors. * Ordinations™ arc
usually recorded in the narrative. As to “licentiates,” we have no class
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called by that name. In the department of ¢ Cungregational Neeroloay,”
appears an abridgment of the obituary of the lute Rev. J. Forsyth, which
appeared in these pages. We presume that ane of Rev. J. Climie will
appear in due time. Canadian Congregationalists should encominge the
Quarterly. 1t fills a place occupied by no other publication.  Its statistics,
historical and biographical sketches, and discussions of denuminativnal prin-
ciples, practices and policy, are of permanent value and interest.

An Llour with Ralpl Wells, is the title of a little pamphler publishied by
Adam, Stevenson & Co , of this city (price 10¢. or $1 per doz.) and giving
a full outline of Mr. Wells' bluckbosrd exercises at the recent Provineial
8. S. Convention, together with a verbatim repurt of his infant cla-s lessiun
on the Passover. The latter was not attempted in the official reqort of the
proceedings.  The preseut copy is very accurate, and teachers will find it a
wost futeresting and suggestive model.

T'he Pulpit Anolyst for 1868 is not to be conducted by Dr. Juecpli Parker,
but the name of the new editor is not given. Dr. Vaughan, Prof. Godwin
(on St. Mark), Prof. Angus, Dr. Stoughton, Mr. Buldwin Drown, Dr.
Pressens¢, Mr. Allon, and other well-known able writers are to cuutribute to
its pages.  (Price 6d. monthly.)

The Christian Year Book, 1868, edited by Rev. R. S. Ashton, is to bLe
published for half-a-crown (Jackson & Co.). 1t pgives statistics of churches,
missions, Sunday schools, Bible and Tract societies, in all countries, and of
all denoinations of’ professing Christians. When the editor has had time
to establish correspondence with all quarters, the mandal will be of the
greatest service. He is rapidly going on unto perfection.

Under the fanciful, if not fantastic, title of Lamps, Fitchers and Trumpets,
Rev. i Paxton Hood has published (Jackson & Walford, crown 8vo., 10s. 6d.)
* acourse of lectures on preaching and preachers delivered at Mr. Spurgeon’s
Metropolitan College.  Mr. Hood has made the study of preaching a specialty,
- ond has written much ou the subject. He is worth reading. e is origiml,
. shrewd, aud independent; and his style is vivacious and full of liustration.
. This is a book that ought to be in our College library.

Britisly and Foreign Becord,

The LoxpoN MisstoNaRY SociETy, under the administration of Dr.
Mullens, is evincing new vigour in every department of its work. We are
gréatly pleased with its Missionary Chronicle as now conducted. Not only
151t full of interesting intelligence, but the whole style of the magaziné
scems based on this idea: ¢ We will take the churches which support. the
Wission into our confidence, not keeping the transactions of the board of direc-
tors 2 profound secret, but letting our constituents know what we do, and
why we do it” Hence, we find not only letters from the missionaries
reporting on the work at the stations, but also letters to the missions,



340 BRITISH AND FOREIGN RECORD,

announcing the decisions of the Buard, and the reasons on which they are
based. In the January number, for instauce, i3 an elaborate commuunication
to the Travancore Mission,in which certain principles are laid down as to the
wode of expending fuuds from Buglanl, Lat the distribatim of the =
among the several stutions is left entirely to “the mission” as a body, meeting
on the spot, and having ample loeal knowledge. If the tene be ocensinualiy
somewhat magisteriul, it must be remembered that these missions are sus.
tained very largely by grants from London ; and a spirit of full confidence
and sympathy pervades the documont. In the homé department, corres.
ponding energy is displayed. A most successful movement has been inau.
gurated, for forming young men’s auxiliaries, from which ten thousand guiness
a year are expected. Mr. Morley and others urge that the Society should
become avowedly, what is so largely in fact, a denominational institution,

and be conducted on Congregational principles.

LamBera CoNFERENCE.—An adjourned meeting of a large number (42)
of the bishops who composed the recent Pan-Auglican Synod, has taken
place, for the reception of the reports of various committees appointed to
consider different questions which were discussed at the original meeting of
the body. These reports, some ten in number, are signed, it i3 to be noted,
for the most part, by colonial or Scottish bishops, as chairmen and secretaries.
This arrangement may have. been adopted for various reasons, such as, the
fact that many of the questions arose out of the extension of the Anglican
communion beyond the boundaries of the British Isles; the desire to do
honour to the remoter and unestablished dioceses; and, possibly, the ides
that prelates of the English Establishuient might bave been complicated in
their relations to the state, by some of the proposals. The several reports
were simply received by the adjourned confercuce, and ordered to be printed
for the information of the churches concerned. Awmong other things, it is
suggested, that a regular organisation of diocesan and provineial synods be
estublished, in which bishops, clergy and laity would sit as distinet “ orders.”
But the committee have shrunk from proposing that all the Anglican churches
be thus confederated through a supreme general assembly or council. In like
manuer, it is proposed that there be established a court of final appeal on
matters of faith, for the use of those who choose (1) to submit themselves to its
decisions, and the members of which would represeut the various branches of
the Anglican family. With respect to Dr. Colenso, while his deposition is
recognized as valid spiritually, and a new bishop for Natal declared necessary, it
is urged, first, that a judicial inquiry be made as to whether he is in law Bishop
of Natal, a point never fairly brought before the courts. These reports alto-
gether foreshadow consequences of sufficient importance as likely to flow from
the holding of the conference, to justify the more serious view we took of the
meeting (see C. I for November, 1867, pp. 216-7) than most outside epec-
tators were taking at the time.

The Catholic Directory for 1838 claims an increase of 31 priests, 76
churches, 7 convents, and 4 monasteries, during the previous year, in Eug
land, Wales, and Scotland. The total number of priests within the same
bounds is 1,638 ; of churches and chapels, 1,283 ; of religious communities
of men, 63; and of convents, 227. There are 21 colleges and large prep-
ratory schools, and 200 of the convents are for the education of gizls.
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The long-standing opposition between the Buston and New Yok Tract
Societies seems to be likely to cense. Representatives from each body have
met tugether, and agrced on terma of future co-operation, which now await
the sanction of the respective societics. The plan propused is for the New
Yurk Society to take charge of all the collecting and distributing work, the
Buston Society continuing to publish, and cach acting as agent for the other
in its own city.

Good men all over the world will mourn the destruction by fire of Farwell
Hall, Chicago, the home of the Young Men’s Christian Association of that
city, opened only three months ago, and ever since the centre of a rich and
fruitful cluster of religious activities. Itcost $170,000, of which $50,000 will
be a loss.  But it must and will be rebuilt.

Offxaral,

THE MISSIONARY MEETINGS—1868.
WESTLERN DISTRICT.

Stratford..e... Feb, 3, M. )

Listowel ...... “ 4, Tu |

Molesworth .« 5, W. } Revs. J. Brown, W.W.Smith, D.Macallum, S.Suider.

Howick .voeee ¢ 6, Th. |

Turnberry ... ¢ 7. Fr. )

v, m 3

Brontford .. 3, 2 } Rove.W.IL Allwarth, W.lay,J. A R.DicksonJ. Wood.
H \

Hanilton -5 % 2 | Reve. W.ILAllworth, W.1lag, AMcGill, T.Pallar.

SMiReeneee. % 7, Fr. " Revs. T. Pullar, D. Macallum,

Sarnin.eeeen. 9, Su.  Rev. T. Pullar.

Tibury eeeeee 9, Su.  Rev. J. Brown.

Tibory ...... * 10, M.  Rev.J. Brown, T. Pallar, W. Burgess.

Southwold ... “ 10, M. Revs. W, H. Allworth, W. Hay, A, McGill.

Westminster. « 10, M. Revs. J. A. R. Dickson, D. Macallum, J. Weod.

London ... 11, Ta. Association Meeting,

London ...... * 12, W, Missionary Meeting.

Watford ...... * 13,'th. Revs. W.Hay, J.R.Dickson, A.McGill, D. Macallum

Plympton ... * 13, Th. Revs. W. Ii, Allworth, J. Wood, J. Brown.

Warwick ... * 14, Fr. Revs. W. Ilay, Dickson, McGill, Macallum.

Foresteereeee 14, Fr.  Revs. W, IL. Allworth, J. Wood, J. Brown.

Gielph ooee.. ¢ 3, M.

g;:ﬁgzz;"“ :: g’ "lvlv' . Revs. R. Brown, J. Unsworth, W. F. Clarke.

Green Stt’'me 6, Th. }

There is great need of new life in our Missionary Meetings, and this depends
as much on the pastor in charge as on the deputation, Will the brethren, there-
fure, be 8o kind as not only to do their work well in nddresses, but also make such
arrangements for the Missionary Meetings, as will createa deeper and holier
interest in them.

Jaugs A. R. Dicksox, Scerefary.
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‘EjIch)As of 4he Churehes.

Guelph Church Opening.—Nothwithstanding our intimation to the ¢on
trary, the new Church at Guelph was openod on 15th of January. Every
thing was not quite ready, but sufficiently so to allow of the building beins
oceupied during Dr. Wilkes® visit to Ontario, his services beitg specially docips1
on the nuspicious oceasivn, As elsewhere noted, he was engaged in a similuy
service in loronto, on Sunday, the 12th, but on Monday a telegram came from
Moutreal, informing him of the decease of Mr. William Learmont, one of the oll.
est members and a deacon of Zion church, and requesting his immedinte return,
To this summons he felt it his duty to respond, and left by the first train eastward
Announcement of the upening services at Guelph had been made far and wiile, ani
they must go on. In this emergency, application was made to Toronto to cupple
Montreal’s lack of service, and Revds. J. G. Manly and T IT. Marliug left asew'y
tivnal and missionarv appointments unfulfilled, in order that some strangey mite
address the people assambled at each service.  In the morning, at 11 o’clock, the
first service was held, and it was very gratifying to see, in the early put
a week-day, the house weall filled with 2 respectable congregation, from towa !
country. Rev. W. Clarke, father of the pastor, opened the serviee, the v
himself offering the poayer of dedication. Further devotional exercises wevs ta
by Rev. J. Wood. The sermon was preached by Rev. B L Marling, from b,
ii. 20-22 and 1 Deter ii. 4, 5. Mre. Manly closed the service. Besides the ahwe
thercevere present on the oceasion, Revs. Messrs. Barvie of BEramosa, Smellie ”
Fergus, and Torrance and Ball of Guelph, of the Canada Preshyterian Churet,
Rev. J. Middleton of Salem, and Rev. R, Brown of Garafraxa. After the mon.
ing service, the congregation were invited to a collation in the lecture room, where
so0 bountiful and tasteful a set of tables was spread out, as to suggest-the idea th
there would be a famine in the land after such a drain upon its resources.  After
doing full justice to this generous repast, the National Anthem was heartily sunz,
and various speakers were called upon to respond to appropriate sentiments. |n
the midst of these festivities, however, the writer of these lines was compelled
leave. The following additional particulars are gathered from the local papers.
“'T'he Dominion of Canada;” responded to by Rev. W.S. Ball.  “ Success to our
Church Building Enterprize ;” responded to by Rev. W. Clarke of Paris, who
offered to assume one-lwentieth of the debt, 1o be paid within three years, if the remain-
der were laken up. Several others assumed twentieths, and the chairman stated
he bad little doubt it would all be taken up by Monday evening, at the tea mear-
ing. ¢ Sister churches of our own donomination ;” responded to by Rev.d. G
Manly and John Nasmith, Esq., of Toronto. ¢ Qur brethren of other denomiua-
tion ;” responded to by Rev. RR. Torrance. ¢ Progperity to the Town of Guelph,
on the principle of the uncient Glasgoty motto, ¢ Let Glasgow floarish by the
preaching of the word.””” responded to by Geo. Elliott, Esq. ¢ Thejlearned profes-
sions,” responded to Ly Dr. McGuire.** The Press,” responded to by the Chair-
man, Rev. W. F. Clarke. ¢ ‘The memory of the Iate C.J. Mickle, one of the
founders of the Congregational cause in Guelph,” responded to by J. Mickie,
Esq. ** The Ladies,” responded to by A. Thomson, Esq. About 4 o’clock, these
pleasant proceedings were closed by the singing of the doxology. An extempora-
neous tea meeting was held at 6 o’clock, when the ministers, visitors from abroad,
and a number of the frionds connected with the church and congregation tovk tea
together,

gAt the evening service the church was crowded to excess, First hymn, Rev.
R. Brown ; Rev. J. Wood continued the devotional services, after which Rev. J.
G. Manly preached from Luke xv. 1-3, Rev. G. Wood, Primitive Methodist, of
Guelph, concluded the services.

On Sunday appropriate sermons were preached by the Rev. Dr. Jennings, of
Toronto, morning and afternoon, and by the Rev. J. Wood, of Brautford, in the
evening,

Aeo?ree was held in the basement of the church on Monday evening. The
church was crowded to excess, there being not less than between 600 and 700
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perscns present, The arrangements in the hasement wero excellent, five parallel
wbles, each cupable of seating nearly fifty persous, being tastelully lnid out with
every variety of cnkes, tarts, ete., of which there appeared to he an inexhaustiide
aupply.—Ten heing over, the vast asscmblage returned to the hody of the chureh,
where, if possible, a still richer treat was in sture.  The Rev. WU F. Clarke, pas-
tor, 8aid that on an ordinary occasion ke would have vecupied the chair himsclt,
but as there was o large representation from the varivus congiegations in town,
sud our fellow citizens generally, he considered it proper that His Wuorship the
Muyor should preside at the meeting, Rev.Mr.Brown offered prayer. The Rev.Mr.
Clarke then entered into some details respecting, the building of the church, stating
that the entire cost, including the lot, was about £9,000 nearly $7,000 of which
had already been raiscd, leaving a balance of some $§2,000 still to be met, and
he had no doubt but the debt would scon bo provided for, Addresses were also
delivered by Re... Messrs. Wood and Cochrane, of Brantford, Rev. Mr. James,
of Paris, Rev. Mr. Brc wn, of Garafraxa, and Rev. Messrs. Torrance and Griflin,*
of Guelph. The speeches were excellent, and strongly marked with that Chris-
tian, brotherly affection which so well becomes the ministers of the various ~van-
gclical churches. The very efficient choir of the church added in no smull acgrec
w the pleasure of the evening’s entertainment. The duxology having heen sung,
Mr. Torrance pronounced the bencdiction, when the meeting broke up.

The ehurch bell ( 1000 lbs. weight, ) was suspended on Saturday, and has since
sounded invitations to the different church services.

The pecuniary results of the opening services in collections, proceeds of colla-
tion and avails of ten meeting, amounted to near $100, and the occasion has
been throughout one of great interest and satisfaction to all concerned.

The church in Guelph has done handsumely, in every sense, with respect to the
undertaking now happily consummated. They bave built, on a better site, an a-
tractive, substantial, and commodious huuse, an ornament to the town, and
acredit to the denomination. The ground floor (nof a basement, for it is alore
ground), gives ample space for all the auxiliary services which are required in «
working church, and are as essentinl to its life and growth as the solemn assem-
Lies ou the Lyad’s Day.  This first story is light, lofty, and spacious.  Buat as the
luilding has been descrilied in the InperexpeNT for June last, we will not further

enlarge upon it.  May ““the glory of this latter house be greater than that of the
former.”

New Congregational Church in Torounto.—In the CavaniaN INpErex-
vext of September last, an account was given of the laying of the corner stune of
the building to be known as the * Northern Congregational Church” in Toronto.
After that time, the work was rapidly pushed on so as to be completed by the
end of the year, that the Congregation might be able to enter upon it the first
Sabbath in 1868, This they did not quite accomplish, but it was ready for the
cpening services on the second Sabbath, January 12th, when Rev, Dr. Wilkes of
Montreal preached, morning and evening, on both oceasions to large congrega-
tiong, especinlly in the evening, when many went away unable to obtain adinis-
sion. In the morning he took for his text Nehemiab x. 39, We will not for-
sake the house of our God ;” and in the evening from Psalm exxxv. 4, *“ The Lord
hath chosen Jarael for his peculiar treasure.” Both sermons were appropriate and
effective, and were listened to with deep interest. The collections amounted to $75.

After the evening service, the Church sat down together for the first time at
the Lord’s table. Some members of each of the other Congregational Churches
in the city manifested their sympathy and oneness of faith by joining them in
the observance. Rev. Dr. Wilkes presided, and Revs. T. Baker, Dr. Wickson,
and E, T. Bromfield, with the pastor, took part in the exercises.

On the previous Thursday, January 2nd, those intending to form the Charch
proper met for organization according to the principles of our body. The majo-
nity of these, heing membera of Zion Church, had joined in asking a letter of
dismission from that body, which, having been received, they were free to form
the new organization. After some time spent in prayer, the Rev. Dr. Wickson
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took the chair and presided over the deliherations. Did space permit, a detniln]
report of this meeting, one ot a kind which so rarely occurs, would be peculiariy
interesting. After a statement by Mr, George Ilague of the reasons which hai

led to the step, the Decluration of Faith and Order of the Congregational Uninn ¢ |

England and Whales was read at length, and was assented to by all present g
the basis of the organization. The letters of dismission were then read, which
was followed by the application of parties from other clturches. They then
mutually recognized each other as believers in the Lord, and agreed to wal}
with each other in the fellowship of the gospel, eutering into a solemn covenant,
which had been carefully prepared for the oceasion, the reading and assent
which was peculiarly impressive and affecting, and which was signed by
present. After a period of silent and of audible prayer, the Chairman announee

that the Church was now formed,’and addressed the members on the duties anl
responsibilities they had afresh undertaken, Addresses were also delivered 1y |

Rev. I Baker, Mr. ITague, and Mr. IL J. Clark. The first net of the new Chure)
was to give a call to the Mr. R. T. Thomas to the pasturate of the Church, whic
was done with the utirost unanimity and heartiness, Mr. Thomas, in avery
feeling address, accepted the call and took the presidency of the meeting, w! i
proceeded to elect trastees for the chureh property, dedcons and secvetary, un!
then closed. It was a most impressive meoting, never to be forgatten by thae
who took part in it. Thirty-five way the number eurolled, thirty-one of wh u
were present at the meeting, the uther four being absent from sickness or duiy,

On the evening of Monday, January 13th, a social mecting was held in o~
school house adjoining the church. Upwards of 300 persnas were present, afo
tea the friends adjourned into the charch, whero the public exercises were il
The Rev.Dr.Wilkes was to have presided, Lut was unexpectedly summoned hack -
Montreal, much to the regret of all who were present. Ia his absence, the R
T. Puilar, of Hamilton, presided most aceeptably, Mr. Thomns, the pastor eles
gave * welcome” to the meeting ; and addresses were delivered by the Revs, Il
Denny of Alton, Hay of Pine Grove, W, F. Clarke of Guelph, F. IL Marlin:
of Bond Street, Toronto, E. T. Bromfield, and G. A. Macnatt, the pastor of ti
Baptist Church recent!y formed in the neighbourhood.

On the following afternoon, Tuesday, 14th January, the ordination of Mr
Thomas to the pastorate of the church took place. The attendunce was large
The service was opeued by Rev. E. T. Bromfield. Rev. T'. Pallar gave a stuter
ment of our distinctive principles, after which Mr. Hague gave the call of the
Church, and Mr. Thomas his accoptance of the same. Rev. Dr, Wickson put the
usual questions to Mr. Thumas, who replied at length, giving a touching acennnt
of his conversion and decision for Christ, with the reasons for which he believed he
had a call to preach the everlasting Goapel, and a very elear and copious statement
of his doctrinal views. The Rev. F. H. Marling then offered the ordination prayer.
and the following ministers joined in the imposition of hands: Revs. T, Pullar.
T. Baker, W, F. Clarke, J. Wood, 1I. Denny, R. Hay, Dr. Wickson and E. T Brow.
field. The Rev. W. . Clarke then gave the charge to the pastor, and Rev. R. Ilar
the charge to the Church, and the services were closed by singing the doxalagy.

On Sunday, 19th January, the opening services were continued, wiien Rev. I,
T. Thomas preached in the morning, and Rev. G, A. Macanutt in the evening.
Oa the Sabbath following, 26ih Junuary, these services were brougth to a cluse,
the Rev. W. Stephensun preaching in the morring, and the Rev. R. T. Thomas
at night. The total receipts in cunnection with these services, including $150
donatidns, were fully $40), The cost of the site and building were §8,500, of
which $5,000 was subscribed by five individuals, May the great Ilead of tie
Church smile upon this new cause, and may it become as a well watered garden:
and may the pastorate of Mr. Thomas be a very long and happy one. Lhe most
cordinl sympathy exists between pastor and people. It was in the Sabbath schod
which has thus grown into a church that he commenced Christian work, and it i¢
fitting that thus with and for those amongst whom his Christian life has been
developed, he should labour to win souls for Christ and to build up the ssints ea
their most holy faith, ' H.J.C
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Zion Church, Montreal.—In December last this church and congrezation
re-assembled-in the Lecture room, which bas been deepened, and otherwise much
improved, bath as regards light, warmth, and ventilation, in comparison with,
what it was previous to the fire. The church building will be completed in
March next. On the 29th Deo. our Pastor preached his 32nd annual sermon.
The statistics of membership for the past year which it supplied, are as fullows
— Received into fellowship — by profession, 10, by letter, 24, total, 34; dis-
missed—by letter, 15 ; by othor forms, 2; departed this life, 9, total, 26 ; leaving
s net increase of 8, and making a total membership of 427,

On the 8th inst. the annual Meeting was held. By the Treasurer’s roport it
appears that $3,900 were collected for Pew rents [? £p.] last year, being about
$225 less than the amount derived from the same source the previous year, It
appears to the writer, notwithstanding the -loquent letter distributed tv the
subscribers of the INDEPENDENT last month, that, if we are to sustain an assistant
Pastor, the honester and fuirer mode of establishing a rental for the Pews, will
bave to be adopted. The church-expenditure wae §3,800.

It was also proposed, with the concurrence of Dr. Wilkes, that an assistant

. orassociate Pastor should beappointed. The decision on this and other proposals
' bas been postponed to an adjourned meeting, of which I will give yuu a brief
report. Toga.

Mountreal, Jun, 20th, 1868.

Anniversary at Hamilton.—In transmitting ths following, Rev. L. Puallar
says,—** The enclosed notice of our anrual mecting from the Huamillor Evening
Tines of the 4th inat., will be read with pleasure by our brethren in other places.
We have an anniversary of the opening of our place of worship in June, and the
sonual meeting for reviewing®each year’s proceedings and progress in the first
week of January. I may mention that there is an error in the statistical table
sppended to the last report of the Congregational Union in the statement of the
total amount raised by the Hamilton church for the year ending May 1867 instead
of $1,316 it ought to be $1,613. The error, I believe, was caused by a mistake
of mine in reporting to our worthy Secretary.”—Says the Times,

“Tre CoNoreGATIONAL Cmurcr, HuemsoN Streer.— The annual meeting
was held last night. It was very large, most enthusiastic and harmonious, ‘The
wpirit of fraternal affection for each other aud of zeal for the cause in which they
are engaged appeared to be most intense, The pastor, the Rev. Thomas Pulilar,
presided.  Mr, William Gunuer was called to offer the opening prayer. The

. pastor reported on the spiritual condition and prospects of the Church, During
. the past year some members had been removed by death, some by discipline and
. its results, some by removal to other places; but the increase on the year graatly
+ exceeded these losses. The congregation continue to increase, and there are new
| members added to the church and new families to the congregation, while there
are .indications of the power and presence of the Holy Spiris in the solemn
sssemblies, 'The pastor referred to the great encouragement he had in the large
sttendance of goung people at the monthly meeting, amountingto eighty persons,
and the interest taken in the exercises and lessons of the course. The Saubbath
Schuol, as Mr, Edgar the Superintendent would show, was never before in such
astate of efficiency for numbers and attendance hoth of teachers and scholars.
On the whole the pastor had never seen the Church in & more promising pusition.
It was intended to hold extra meetings on the ¢ Week of Prayer,” commencing
next Lord’s Day, and to devote such mestings specially to the advancement of
religion among’ the young people of the congregation. Mr. Edgar, one of the
deacons and general “treasurer, then reported on the state of the funds, viz., the
fund for cungregational purposes, for missions, for objects of general benevolence,
for the Sabbath School, Ladies’ working Society, for the poor, for denomi-
nstional interests, &e., &c., all of which were in a healthy condition, full and
oerflowing, ‘There is no debt on any department and on nearly all the funds
there i§' 4 largs surplus. All the subscriptiona are paid up. The contributions
of'thé jear average more than twenty dollars for each contributing member.
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This year, no extra efforte had heen made to raise funds; and in view of the
prosperous state of the treasurer’s accounts, it was resolved unanimously ang
carried by acclamation, to make a handsome addition to the pastor’s salary.  This
is the second addition made to the minister’s stipend within the last two years,
After hearty votes of thanks to the missionary sab-committeo and collectors, o
the deacons, and Mr. Edgar ag treasurer, and the expression of sentiment by JMr,
Kent, sen., Dr. Laing, (who stated that the church was so entirely united ang
affectionate that there was not a single jarring feeling among them, and that he
did not believe there was another congregation the city in such favored cireum-
stances, both externally and internally, as they were acthis moment,) and others,
the meeting sang the doxology, and the pastor offered the closing prayer. Swme
time was then spent in social intercourse and conversation. No words can express
the intense feeling of delight that seemed to pervade this meeting—the mos;
fervent affection and harmony prevailing among the members themselves, and
the highest esteem aund affection entertained for their pastor.”

Doings of 8 Musical Minister.—The lovara gf ““concord and sweet sound”
were delighted with a very musical treat at the Uoncert in the Congregational
Church at Cowansville last, Friday night. Although the weather was most
forbidding, a very select and appreciative audionce was present, and althoogh
the place and the occasion forbade the exhibition of any boisterous demonstration,
nothing but the sacred precincts prevented freguent outbursts of applauge. We
need hardly -say that the selections were entirely of sacred music, anthems,
choruses, &:., many the composition of the talented Pastor of the Churel, (Rav.
C. P. Watson,) and they were rendered in a style that would have done credit to
professional performers. A more plaasant and a@recable evening entertainment
has never been provided in this vicinity. At the couclusion the National Anthem
and the Doxology were joined in by the entire audience, and all wera well repaid
for braving the storm on so boisterous a night. Wo ave informed, that av the
request of many who could not be preseat, there i3 an intention of repeating tie
concert with a varied programme on some future occasion.— Bedford Times, Jan3.

Granby Donations.—Rev. James Iowell, in a letter to the Granby Gazclie,
gratefully acknowledges a donation visit paid to him on the 14th ult,, leaving him
S100 the richer. Shortly after settling in the field, he reccived a present of a
horse and iiarness. Such facts speak well for Pastor and people.

Church Ventilation.—The most difficult of all places where crowded
audiences may assemble are church basements, especially when used as Suaday-
schools ; and, we would here point ont some excellent arrangements which have
been adopted in that of Zion Church, iMsutreal. These have heen well tested,
and found sufficient for crowded audiences. One side of this Hall is rrovided
with two air-shafts, which, communicating outwards, and terminating about one
foot from the ground, and covered with folds of fine wire-gauze, bring down t
the region of carbonic gas a constaut and gentle current of fresh and wholesome
air. Beside these, there are also two other flues, which may be opened at pleasure,
also communicating outwardly, but terminating at a greater height. Oa the
opposite side of the room, two fire-grates are so placed as to have their vents un
a level with the breathing of those present. Now, at all times, but_especielly
when the fires are lighted, a healthy current is continually kept up. Bat besides
these menns of ventilation, there are placed so as to open up into the church-
aisles, regietcrs, which, being aleo over the gas-pendants, the heated and used-up
air, along with any unconsumed gascs, arise directly upwards, and are carried
off through the ventilating flues of the church itself.—Montreal Witness.

Missionary Meetings.—Middle District.—On account of their Leing
held 50 near to us, we are enabled to give an outline of the Missionary meetings
in the Middle District up to the 24th ult. It is very pleasant to find that those
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accounts are so favourable, We hope that all the services held this season will
be of the same character. Once more we will ask the deputations net to fail in
sending us complete reports by the 20th of February.

Osprey and Kincardine.—Rev. D. McGregor writes: “I left home on the
first day of the yenr to visit the friends at Osprey, as appointed by the committee.
Besides the mission work, I had the pleasure of opening their new chapel;
preached three sermons, and dispensed the Lord’s Supyer, on Sabbath the 5th.
I trust the nameo of the house that day was Jehovale Shammah, ¢ 'I'he Lord is
there.” The attendance, considering the state of the roads, was encouraging.
The house is & comfortable log building, capable of seating about 200. The
expensg of building is met by a few carnest, devoted disciples, less in number
than at this time lust year, by reason of death. They are determined tu keep
together, and hope in God that at least a partial supply will be obtained in dae
season. Osprey is a field that stands much in need of a missionary ; may the
Lord of the harvest supply the need! The collections amounted to $i1 77, and
more is expected. Looking at the small number interested in the cause there,
and the amount spent on the chapel, I consider the collections very goud. Let
us not cease to pray for this interesting and destitute spot.

“Brother McKinnon, of Kincardine, finding that the deputation in the pro
gramme were strangers to their loved Gexlic, petitivned our worthy secrerary to
allow an appeal to me to go there. The reply being favourable, I wus written
1o, and Mr. McKinnon’s excellent gon came 70 miles with horse and cutter to
bring me there. The strong desire evinced I cculd not refuse. We pot inty
Kineardine in time to preach several times before Sabbsth to most atientive
audiences, and on Sabbath we had a happy day, large attendance and earnest
attention. The colle. “ons for the Society amounted to $14 92 ; subscription list
already $23, and more 1o come. This is in advance of any former year.

“The chapel is improved, and they are now at work to make it much more com-
fortable. They have also commenced a Sabbath School in the Chapel. Brother
NeKillican was there and did good work. Altogether, the west is looking up ;
moe forbearance and sympathy, I have no duvubt, will one day bear fruit.
Brother McKinnon came back with me, so that the journey this year was attend-
ed with very little expense, and I hope the day will declare that we were led by
Iim who *will not quench the smoking flax,” aud who alone can estimate the
value of one soul saved.” ~

Torcnto.—The first appointment on the list for 1868, was for Tuesday, January
14,in Bond St. Church, Toronto, where a joint mecting was held of all the friends
cfthe cause in the city. The attendance was accordingly representative in its
characier, and as to numbers, better than it has been wont to be. The chair was
taken, vt the beginning, by James Boyd, Esq., M.P.P., aud on his leaving for the
House of Assembly, by Rev. J. G. Manly. Dr. Wilkes, who was expected to
speak, had been called away to Montreal, but speakers were not wanting, Revd.
Messrs. Pallar, W. F. Clarke, Reikie, Thomas, R. Hay, and Denny, delivering
addresses. Revds. Drs. Wickson & J. Wood, also took partin the service. The
subscriptions from each church were not completed, but if they comport with

tbe interest manifested in the cause, they will surpass those of the previous
yaar.

Pine Grove, Wednesday, Jan. 15th.—The Association meeting in the after-
néon was disappointing, Messrs. Manly and Marling being absent in Guelph,
and Mr Day being detained by domestic affliction. The subject of religious
awakenings was discussed, however,in the afternoon ; and inthe evening, Messrs.
Rgikic, Denny, Spettigue, Gray and Unsworth addreseed & goud audicace on
missions. Financial proceeds, above those of 1867.

At Klinebury and 8. Andrews, as well as at Bollon, simultaneous meetings
were beld on Thursday, 1Gth., the deputations being reinforced by the advent
from Toronto of Rev. Mr. Manly at the former, and Messrs. Hague, Clark and
Goulding at the laiter. There was a fair attendance at each place.
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Boltow’s Villuge—~Your correspondent, with Brethrea Denny, and Sanderson,
visited this place on the 16th inst. and found Bro. Wheeler heartier in appearance
than we huve seen him for’ years. The congregation in the evening was not
quite equal to some former years, yet we had s good meeting—Collections
received, $S10 00. .

Alton. Village—On Monday Janaary 20th, in company with Bro. Gray, we
found ourselves in Bro. Denny’s divcese. Everything appeared healthy and
flourishing. Cougregation ia the evening good. The deputation was assisted
by Rev. I\ Edwards, Wesleyan, and by Dr, Riddell, who was called to the chair,
It was said by many to have been the best meoting they ever had. The speak.
ing was to the point, and eminently practical. Collection and subscriptidns $26-
45, being an increase upon last year. ’

South Caledon, next day was visited by Bro. Deany and myself, Bro. Gray
having gone home. This station is still without supply, bat they most tenaciously
cling together in hope, They are gettting very anxious for supply. )

There were about 50 present at the meeting, and the collectiva was $16. 37,
there being only three coppers on the plate! Lo

Georgelown, Wednesday, Jan. 220d. The interest in the cause, always grati.
fying, still increases. Ilurdly a vacant seat in the house. Subseriptions
taken up before the meeting, one dollar more than the whole amount last year.
The pastor Rev.J. Unsworth, was in the chair; deputation present, Rev. Mesews,
Wheeler, Denny and Marling. - Rev. Mr. Ewing, of the Canada Presbyteris
«Chureh, also gave an address, and Rev. Mr. Webb, of St. George’s Church
(Episcopal), spoke a few hearty words. ‘The collection was over $12, so that
Georgetoin casts into the treasury for 1868 more than $82, The Pastor, under
whose ministry such results are attained, is fitly placed in the honorable yet
onerous pust cf District-Secretary. FOIL M

From the Markham circuit, Whithy and Bowmanville, we cannot now'giie
detailed accounts. The first, we learn, will contribute nearly as much as fag.
year; the last more; the second has yet to collect.

Gleamings,

Ox Secorixg InTeREST 0F CourcE MEunERrs 1N Suxpay Scuoors.—Mr. Parde
says on this topic; Not by fault-fiading ; not by bombarding and sharp-sheotisg
nor by any system of driving, but.by becoming thoroughly interested in thise
persons ourselves. We should go to them, and by arguments of love, tell-whi
had been done and might. be done in this work. One man in a school thus the
roughly alive to the work himself would interest the whole church. We should;
too, counsel the pastor and the leading men of the church, enlisting them mue
thoroughly. We must counsel angd enlist the young men and women, and th
mothers personally. Then the beet man must be selected, and sent to talk with:
and strive to influence the young men—one whom they respect, and one wh,
can sympathize with them. .

Ma.t':y have been victorious in great.temptations, and ruined by little ones...

Act uprightly and fearlessly, and you may defy the devil and all Lis works:

The place of greatest safety is the place where duty calls you.

Troubles are like babies,—they grow bigger by nuxsing.

A ;naln passes for a sage if he seeks for wisdom ; if he'thinks he has found 1tf“|
is a fuol. oo ' h



