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“ This is a Truth”
By Rev. P. M. MacDonald, M.A.
I 3aw him in the flush of pride
When round him stood his worshiped pelf;
““This i3 & truth, good friend’’, he eried,
“God helps the man that helps himself.””

Isaw him in the fall of pride
‘When round him lay his shattered pelf ;
““This is a truth, good friend”, I cried,
" “God hélps when man can’t help himself.”’
Toronto
b, N

Choice, or Chance ?
By Rev. J. W. A. Nicholson, M.A.

A time comes in every boy’s expericnce
when he must make a choice,—a decision that
may mean life or death. He must go out from
under his father’s roof, and carve out a carcer
for himself, for he is facing manhood and the
wide world lies before him. He must make
his own choices.

What will they be ? Yonder on the street
cerner isa drunken loafer. Oncehe wasaboy
with his life before him. But he chose to
tickle his palate. Appetite got the mastery,
and to-day his manhood is gone.  There goes
a man speeding by in his swift automobile to-
ward hisluxurioushome. He is a millionaire,
but he cannot sleep at nights for thinking of
the hungry men and half-naked women whom
he has robbed of their just earnings to fill his
own pockets. He has gained wealth, but he
has lost manhood. :

There are others, the real great men of the
world, who chose early in life to spend their
days in some useful service—helping to make
the world brighter and better. Some forty
years 8g0, & poor boy and his mother were
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‘passing through the streets of London, carry-

ing home a big basket of soiled clothes, by
washing which the mother managed to earn
bread for her family. They rested near the
steps of the Parliament Buildings. As the
great clock tolled out the midnight hour, the
lad looked up into his mother's face and said,
“Mother, if I grow up to be big and strong, I
hope 1 shall see the day when no mother will
have to work as hard as you do.”” He com-
menced earning at the age of ten, he studied
in spare moments, traveled, learned all he
could about the poor, pleaded the cause of the
over-burdened workers, was imprisoned sev-
eral times, but still continued to organize and
educate the working classes. At last he was
elected to Parliament, and to-day holds one of
the highest offices in the land as a member of
the DBritish Cabinet and adviser to King
George V. That boy’s name was John Burns.

All the great men,—the Luthers, Living-
stones and Lincolns,—were once boys. They
chose to be helpers, not hinderers, to lift
burdens, not lay them on others. So every
boy hasin him the making of a great man, and
it is by wise choice, not blind chance, that he
will reach the high places God has marked out
for him,

Dartmouth, N. S.
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Madge
By Rev. F. A. Robinson, B.A.
Associate Secretary, Board of Social Service
and Evangelism
Madge was the liveliest girl in the school.
If there was any fun going, she was sure to be
one of the leadersinit. We all liked Madge,
even though she did pin ““For Sale’’ tickets on
people’s coats, hide their hats, turn out the
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lights at inconvenient tin:cs, and in general
keep things lively.

One day, when a visiting minister was walk-
ing across the ‘““commons’’, in the little town
he spoke to a boy who was pelting stones at
the cows that were grazing there. The boy
was invited to comz to some special meetings
being held that week for boys and gitls. “I
never go to no church meetin’s'’, he said some-
what surlily. When his case was spoken of to
the minister and superintendent, it was felt
that there were other boys and girls who
needed looking after.

And so it came to pass that, after one of the
meetings, Madge and several of her friends
remained for half an hour longer to hear their
minister talk about trying to help the boys and
girls in town, some of whom were growing up
“wild’’, as the people used to say,—and it
seemed easy to grow up wild in that border
town.

The result of the meeting was that Madge
and her girl friend, Rosa, decided they would
try to be among those who were going to be
“good for something, and good to somebody’’,
as the minister had put it. There was one
girl whom they knew well, but to whom they
had shown little friendliness. They thought
they might do something for her. The girlin
question was a palefaced, lonely-looking girl,
rather poorly dressed. Many a time Etta
Martin’s mother sighed over what her poor
daughter had to suffer because of the father
she had. He earned enough money to buy
good clothes for 2ll his children, but most of it
went over the bar.

Madge thought about Etta a good deal that
night. There were times at school, when the
girls might have been more thoughtful of the
drunkard’s daughter than they were. They
hiad left her out of many a happy frolic. Often
they made a jolly string of girls on the home-
ward journey, and no one walked with Etta.

The following day made a change in their
conduct. Etta was much happier when she
reached home that afternoon, and she told her
mother that she liked Madge Bolton, and that
she wasn’t a bit proud, and that they had had
“just a lovely time to-day.’’ The tired
mother kissed her, and the burdens on her own
heart scemed lighter.

One Sunday afternoon two weeks later, we

saw Madge, the well-to-do merchant's
daughter, and Etta, the drunken shoemsaker's
daughter, arm in arm near Etta’s home.

In less than three months eleven boys and
girls who had not been attending Sunday
School were “rounded up’’ by the junior
workers and brought to the little hall.

The home is not yet all it might be, but it is
wonderfully changed, and I think Madge
Bolton’s religion is of the right kind. Her
goodness is making her good for something
and good to somebody. And Madge, as
merry as before and as full of tricks, is happier
than ever since she started to make others
happy.

Toronto
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OId St. Andrew’s Boys’ Clusb
By Waller A. Findlay, M.A. .

For an ordinary class of seven boys,
averaging sixteen years of age, to expand
within ecighteen months, into a flourishing
Club of twenty-eight members, is surely
something worth while. This gratifying
growth is due principally to two causes,
enthusiastic leadership and excellent organi-
zation.

Nothing more need be said in regard to the
leadership than that a successful young
business man took hold of the class and made
it his hobby,—the best hobby he ever had,
so he affirms. :

As to the organization, perhaps a fuller
account may be given. The fourfold object
of the Club, according to the minute book,
is “to cultivate a spirit of brotherhood, to
improve both body and mind, to practice
helpfulness and benevolence, and to develop
the social and educational aspects of life.”
Regular meetings are held in the boys’ own
room on Sunday afternoon at three o’clock,
the class following the prescribed course of
Lessons and taking active patt in the general
work of the School. Each member carries a
vest-pocket Lesson-Book, from which he
prepares the Lesson for the day. Occasion-
ally half a dozen of the boys undertake the
exposition and illustration of the scripture
passage themselves: for instance, on Tem-
perance Sunday ; while at times some spe-
cially qualified outsideris invited to give an
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address on the Lesson topic:

On the first and third Fridays of the month
social meetings of the Club are conducted in
the Managers’ room of the church. These
meetings, arranged by the Programme and
Social Committees, have proved eminently
attractive and helpful. The whole member-
ship is divided into teams of four under the
leadership of a captain. A record is kept of
the results of various competitions through-
out the year, and at the Annual Dinner a
silver cup, donated by the class leader, is
awarded to the team scoring the highest
number of points. Speeches, debates, mock-
trials, scenes from Shakespeare, spelling
matches, and a variety of indoor games,
especially carpet-balls, are engaged in and
keenly contested. The Athletic Committee
manages the hockey team in the skating
season, and an annual sleighing party is held.

Last winter a friend in the congregation
gave & most enjoyable dinner at his home
to the entire Club. The Benevolent Com-
mittee has done a considerable amount of
charitable work. Several of the boys have
recently joined the church.

Toronto

™

Glimpses from Qur Church’s History
By Rev. Professor James Ballantyne, D.D.
1. Tee Very BecinNiNG

The story of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada begins in what is now known as Nova
Scotia. But Nova Scotia was at first a part
of the overseas dominions of France, and the
first permanent settlers there were Irench
and Roman Catholic. These people were
called ““Acadians.”

At last Acadia, and this included New
Brunswick, passed by treaty from Catholic
Frauce to Protestant England. The people,
however, remained Catholic and French in
their sympathies. Finally their disloyalty
became so scrious s menace to British
suthority, that it was resolved to transport
them to the number of 7,000 and distribute
them among the other British colonies in
America. This was in 1755. )

After the expulsion of the Acadians, the
land began to be occupied by Protestants,
and among them were many Presbyterians

from N2w England, from the Highlands of
Scotland, and the North of Ireland. Trom
that time the community has been in the
main Protestant.

The Presbyterians were neglected by the
churches from which they had come, yet they
did not abandon the church of their fathers.
When years passed and no minister was sent
to them, they provided one from among
themselves. They chose Mr. Comingoe,
a Lunenburg fisherman of excellent character
and good natural parts, but of meagre educa-
tion. He was ordained in the year 1770, and
thus took place not only the first Présbyterian
ordination, but, it is believed, the first ordi-
nation of any Protestant minister in Canada.

But a more important stage in the history
of Presbyterianism in the East was the
arrival from Scotland in 1786 of Dr. James
MecGregor, who was really the apostle of
Nova Scotia. Arriving in Halifax, he pushed
on to Truro, and finding a few settlers there,
gathered them in a barn and preached his
first sermon. Almost immediately, however,
he pushed on to New Glasgow in Pictou
County, which became his headquarters, and
for over forty years traveled throughout the
Maritime Provinces, preaching the gospel,
founding and nourishing Presbyterian chur-
ches, thus contributing largely to the moral
and spiritual welfare of the whole country.
His arrival in a settlement was generally
followed by a spiritual revival. When he
died, the throng of two thousand people who
attended his funeral, in spite of the diffi-
culties of travel at that time, attested the
affection in which he was held and the worth
of his work.

In nothing were the Presbyterians of those
early days more to be admired than in their
zeal for icarning and their desire to provide
for themselves an educated ministry. But the
institutions of higher learning were closed fo
them. Nomember of King’s College, the State
University, was permitted to attend a place
of worship other than the Anglican. It was
an unjust law, but it led to the establish-
ment of the Pictou Academy. Out of the
Academy grew Dalhousic University, which
has played so great a part in the intellectual
life of the Provinces of the East.

Knox Collegz, Toronto
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BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR FIRST
QUARTER,. 1912

(For additional information in regard to certain of the
places, see GeographyLessons )

A-bi-a. Or Abijah (Rev. Ver.), meaning
“Jehovah is my Father”, the head of the Sth
of the 24 courses of priests as arranged by
David, 1 Chron. 24 : 3; 2 Chron. 8 14.

Ab-i-le’—ne. A district on the eastern
slope of the ‘Lebanon range.

A’-bra-ham. Meaning “Exalted Father”,
the first ancestor of the Jewish race.

Al-pha’-us. 1. The father of James the
Less, Mark 15 : 40. 2. Thefather of Matth-
ew. Some identify these two, thus making
James and Matthew brothers.

An’-drew. An apostle, brother of Peter.

An’-na. The same name as Hannah,
meaning “Grace’”’,—a prophetess ynore than
a hundred years old who was in the temple
when the infant Jesus was presented by
His parents.

An’—nas. “Merciful.” High priest from
A.D. 6 or 7 to A.D. 15, who retained power
after he had lost office.

‘~ser. Or Asher (Rev. Ver.). The name
of Jacob’s eighth son and of the tribe des-
cended from him.

Beth’-le-hem. “House of Bread.” The
birthplace of Jesus, a small town about six
miles south of Jerusalem.

Cai’-a-phas. Son-in-law of Annas and
his successor in the high priesthood.

Ca-per-na-um. A town on the north-
western shore of the Sea of Galilee.

Christ. “The Anointed One¢”, a title
corresponding to the Hebrew “Messiah”.
It is our Lord’s official title, as Jesus is His
personal name.

E-lis-a-beth. The wife of Zacharias and
the mother of John the Baptist.

E-saias. Or Isaiah. The great prophet
of Judah in the 8th century B.C.

Ga’-bri-el. “Man of God.” The angel
who foretold the birth of John the Baptist to
Zacharias and of Jesus to Mary.

Her-od. 1. Herod the Great, the first
of the seven Herods mentioned in the New
Testament. He was made king of Judea by
the Romans in A.D. 37, and reigned till B.C.
4. 2. Herod Antipas, son of Herod the
Great, who, after his father’s death, ruled
over Galilee and Perea, with the title of
tetrarch.

Is'-ra-el. A name given to Jacob and
his descendants (see Gen. 32 : 28).

I-tu-re’-a. The region north of Pales-
tine which, along with Trachonitis, formed
the dominions of Philip, a son of Herod the
Great.

James and John. Two brothers, sons of
Zebedee, who were called, at the same time
as Peter and Andrew, to be followers of Jesus,
and who also became apostles.

Je-ru’-sa-lem. The sacred city and well
known capital of the Jews.

Je’-sus. The name given to our Lord
by direction of the angel to Joseph (Matt. 1 :
21) and to Mary, Luke 1: 31. It means
“Saviour”, and expresses His special office.

John. The Baptist, son of Zacharias and
?lizabcth, and the immediate forerunner of

esus.

Jo’-seph. The husband of Mary the
mother of Jesus. . .

Ju’-da. Or Judah, the territory inhabited
by the tribe descended from the fourth son
of Jacob.

Ju-de’-a. The southernmost province of
Palestine under the Roman governm'.nt, the-
m‘igi(lile one being Samaria and the northern

ec.

Le’-vi. The original name of the apostle
Matthew.

Ly-sa’-ni-as. The ruler of _Abilene
(which see) at the beginning of John the
Baptist’s ministry (see Luke 3 : 1).

Mar'-y. The mother of Jesus. She was
a resident of Nazareth, where the Saviour’s
birth was announced to her, Luke 1 : 26.

Naz’-a-reth. A town of Galilee in which
Joseph and Mary lived, and the home of
Jesus from His childhood until He was about
thirty years of ege.

Pha-nu-el. The mother of Anna,
Luke 2 : 36.

Phar'-i-sees. A Jewish sect who held
strictly not only to the law of Moses, but
also to the interpretation of that law given
by the scribes or rabbis.

Phil'-ip. A son of Herod the Great and
hali-brother of Herod Antipas.

Pon’-tius Pi'-late. The Roman govern-
or who, after the death of Archelaus, son
and one of the successors of Herod the Great
in B.C. 6, had ruled over Judea, with head-
quarters at Casarea.

Sa’-tan. “The adversary”’, so named
because he is hostile to all goodness and the
chief opponent of God and man.

Sav'-iour. The title given to_our Lord
by the angel who announced His birth to the
shepherds, as they watched their flocks near
Bethlehem (see Luke 2 : 11).

Sim’-e-on. The “just and devout’’ man
who took the infant Jesus in his arms and
blessed Him on the oceasion of the presenta-
tion in the temple (sec Luke 2 : 26-34).

Si’-mon. The chief of the twelve apostles
to whom our Lord gave the surname of Peter.

Ti-be’-ri-us Ca&'-sar. The second Ro-
man emperor, who succeeded Augustus in
A.D. 14, and reiguaed till A.D. 37,

Trach-o-ni’-tis. See Itur®a.

Zach-a-ri-as. A Jewish priest, father
of John the Baptist.

Zeb'-e—dee. The father of the apostles
James and John.
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Order of Service

*AN ORDER OF SERVICE: First Quatter

Opening Exercises
- 1. SiLENcE.

II. Praver. Closing with the Lord’s
Prayer repeated in concert.

III. Doxoroay (Hymn 615, Book of
Praise).

Praise God from whom all blessings flow :

Praise Him, all creatures here below ;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host ;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

IV. Responsive SENTENCES. Psalm 100.
Superintendent. Malke a joyful noise unto
the Lord, all ye lands.
School. Serve the Lord with gladness :
come before His presence with singing.
Superintendent. Xnow ye that the Lord
Heis God : it is He that hath made us, and
not we ourselves ;
School. We are His people, and the sheep
of His pasture.
Superintendent. Enter into His gates
with thanksgiving, and into His courts with
praise : .
School. Be thankful unto Him, and bless
His name.
All. Tor the Lord is gocd ; His mercy is
everlasting ; and His truth endureth to all
generations.
V. SingGmNGg.
Lord, this day thy children meet
In Thy courts with willing feet :
Unto Thee this day they raise
Grateful hearts in hymns of praise.
—Hymn 574, Book of Praise
VI. BisLe Work., From the Supple-
mental Lessons.
VII. Sincing. Hymn 29, Book of Praise.
(It is expected that this hymn from the
Supplemental Lessons will be memorized
during the Quarter.)
O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we sec thee lie ;

Above thy deep and dreamless slecp
The silent stars go by :

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light ;

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee to-night.

. VIII. READING OF LESSON PAsSAGE.
IX. Reip RESPONSIVELY. See SpEcrAn
ScripToRE READING in THE TEACHERS )
MonTHLY, in connection with each Lesson.
X. SiNaing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This selection may usually be that marked
“From the PRIMARY QUARTERLY”.)

Class Work

[Let this be entirely undisturbed by Secretary’s or
Librarian's distribution or otherwise.)

I. Rorn Cavrt, by teacher or Class Secre-
tary.

II. OrreEmING; which may be taken in
a class envelope, or class and report envelope.
The Class Treasurer may collect and count
the money.

III. ReciraTioN. 1, Scripture Memoty
Passages from the Supplemental Lessons, or
Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2. Cate-
chism.

1V. Lesson Stuby.

Closing Exercises

I. Singive.
1 love to hear the story
Which angels’ voices tell,
How once the King of Glory
Came down on carth to dwell.
I am both weak and sinful ;
But this I surely know,
The Lord came down to save me
Because He loved me so.
—Hymn 556, Book of Praise

II. ReviEw FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S
DeEesk ; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the fol-
lowing items: Recitation in concert of
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Question on
Missions, Lesson Title, Golden Text and
Heads of Lesson Plan. (Do not overload
the Review : it should be pointed, brief and
bright.) )

III. RecrratioN. In unison,. all .stand-
ing, Matt. 7 : 12,~“All things whatsoever
ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them.”

1V. BENEDICTION.

V. SnENT Praver. Al seated.

* Copies of thefabove ORDER OF SERVICE on separate shect may be had at goc. a bundred
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Lesson I.

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

January 7, 1912

FORETOLD

A FOREWORD—The closing Lesson for 1911 was from the Book of Malachi. Four hundred years later the
prophecy of Mal. 3 : 1 was fulfilled 1n the appearsnce and work of John the Baptist. To-day's Lesson teils of
the promise of hs birth. A sccond Lesson will retate the fulfilment of this promise, and the following Lessons
for 1912 will be on the life of the greater One whom John announced. .

GOLDEN TEXT—Without faith it is impossible to please him.—Hebrews 11: 6.

*Memorize vs. 15, 16.

5 There was in the days of Her'od, ! the king of
Judz’a, a certain priest named Zachari'as, of the
course of 2 Abi’a : and 3 his wife was of the daughters
of Aa'ron, and her name wus Elis"abeth.

6 And they were both righteous before God,
walking n all the commandments and ordinances of
the Lord blameless.

7 And they had no child, because that Elis‘abeth
was barren, and they both were now well stricken
in years. .

¥4 And it came {o pass, 5 that while he executed
the priest's office before God in the order of his
course,

.9 According to the custom of the priest’s office,
his lot was to Shurn incense when he went into the
temple of the Lord, .

19 And the whole multitude of the people were
praying without at the 7time of incense.

11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the
Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.

12 And 3 when Zachari’as saw Aim, he was troubled,

and fear fell upon him. .
. 13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zachar-
i’as: 9for thy prayer is heard ; and thy wife Elis’a-
beth shall bear thee a sen, and thou shalt call his
name John. N

14 And thou shalt have .Jog and gladness ; and
many shall rejoice at his birth.

15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord,
and !%9shall drink ! neither wine nor strong drink ;

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 1 : 5-23.

Read Luke 1: 1-4.

and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from
his mother’s womb. .

16 And many of the children of Is'rael shall he
turn 12 to the Lord their God. ..

17 And he shall go before 13 him in the spirit and
power of 14 Eli‘as, to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to % the wisdom
of the just; to make réady !0 a people vrepared for
the Lord. .

18 And Zachari’as said unto the angel, Wherebv
shall I know this ? for I am an old man, and my wife
well stricken in years.

19 And the angel answering said unto him, I am’
Ga‘briel, that stand in the presence of God; and
17 am sent to speak unto thee, and to !8shew thee
these glad tidings.

20 And, behold, thou shalt be ¥ dumb, aad not able
to speak, until the day that these things shall 2be
performed, because thou 2!believest not my words,
which shall be fulfilled in their season.

21 And the people 2 waited for Zachari’as, and
23 marvelled that he tarried so long in the temple.

22 And when he came out, he ¢could not speak unto
them : and they perceived that he had seen a vision
in the temple: 2! for he beckoned unto them, and
remained > speechless.

23 And it came to pass, 2 that, as soon as the days
of his ministration were 37 accomplished, he departed
28 to his own house.

Revised Version—! Omit the ; 2Abijah; 2he had a wife of ; ¢Now; 5QOmit that: Scater into the

temple of the Lord and burn incense ; 7hoar ; 8Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and ; 9because
thy supplication is heard ; 1%he; no; 2unto; ¥ his face in; ¥ Elijah ; ! walk in the ; 1¢for the Lord
a people prepared for him ; 7T was sent ; 18 bring thee these good tidings : 12silent ; 20 come to pass ; 3 be-
licvedst ; 2 were waiting for ; 2 they marvelled while he tarried in the temple ; 24 and he continued making
signs unto ; 3 dumb ; ¢when the days; 27 fulfiled ; 2% unto his house.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M —The birth of Jobn the Baptist foretold, Luke 1 : 5-23. T.—The
incense sltar, Ex. 30:1-10. W.—An earlier prophecy, Mal 3:1-6. Th.—A vision of the forcrunner, Isa.
40 : 3-10. F.—"Praise yc the Lord’’, Ps. 113. S.—Christ’s testimony to John, Luke 7 : 24-28.  S.—~Without

«faith, Heb. 11: 1-6.

* 1. ACHILDLESS
HoME.—57.
Herod, the king;
Herod the Great,
- a native of Edom,
the country ecuth
oi we Dead Sea,
placed on the
throne by the Ro-
mans, the real ru-
lers.  Of Judma.
Herod’s dominions
included also Sa-
maria, Galilee, and
Perca cast of the
Jordan. Priest..
Zacharias; mecan-
ing, “ Remembered
by Jehovah™. Of
the course. The
Jewish pricsts were
divided into twen-

PRIEST OFFERING INCENSE

i
' THE LESSON EXPLAINED

ty-four classes or ‘“courses”, cach of which serveti
in the temple in turn for a week. Abla; or Abijah,
whose name was given to the cighth of the courses.
(See 1 Chron. 24 : 1-10; 2Chron.31: 2.) Wifoe of
the daughters (descendants) of Aaron (Rev. Ver.) ;
and therefore a priest’s daughter, Ex. 28: 41.
Elisebeth ; mecaning ** My God Is My Oath". Right-
eous ; pure and upnight in character. Before God ;
so sincere that they could endure His searching gaze.
‘Walking, ctc. ; obedient to all the Jowish laws. Blame-
Jess ; living holy and consistent lives. No child; a
heavy misfortune in a Jewish home. The Jews are
proverbially fond of their children, and every Jewish
1nother hopes to be the mother of the Messiah.

II. A ¥ATRER’S PRAYER.—8-10. Executed the
priest's office ; served his week in duc course. His
lot. The priests on duty cast lots twice a day to de-
termine which should offer incense. Burn incense
(Ex. 30 : 34-38) ; on the golden altar which stood before
the veil (sce Ex. 30 :'1-7) which separated the Holy
Place (here called the temple) from the Holy of
Holics, or iuncrmost shrine. The ascending smoke

*The Scripture Mcmorg P
here given Sabbath by Sabba

:Lssa%cs of the Supplemental Leaflets are recommended 23 a substitute for those
th, Their recitation leads to the obtaining of a beautiful Certificate or Diploma.
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of the incense was o symbol of prayer. People. .
without ; in the court which surrounded the temple :
only priests might enter the house itself. Were
praying ; the spiritual reslity accompanying the
symbol. Hour (Rev. Ver.); whether morning or
evening, is not said. Incense was burned at both times.

11-13a. An angel. Scechs.1:28; 2:9,13,21 ;
12: 8;15:10; 16: 22; 22: 43;°24: 4, 23. The
right side ; the place of honor. Troubled.. fear ;
the natural effect of being suddenly faced with the
unscen. Fear not. The first message of the gospel
dawn i3 one of cheer and encouragement. Supplica-
tion . . heard (Rev. Ver.). While the people were pray-
ing outside, Zacharias within had been praying for a son.

IIL. A Divine PROMISE.—18b-18. John ; mean-
ing cither ** Jehovah’s Gift", or ** Jehovah is Gracious®.
Great, cte. ; great in God’s sight and therefore truly
great. No wine nor strong drink (Rev. Ver.). His
abstinence would be a sign of his consecration to God.
Filled with the Holy Ghost. Compare Eph. 5: 18.
Many . . shall he turn ; or “convert’ (seo Matt. 3 :
3-6). Spirit and power of Blijah (Rev. Ver.) ; such
reforming cnergy as Elijah showed at Carmel, 1 Kgs.
18:17-40. Turn..fathers,cte. ; restore happy family
life. Whereby, etc.? By what siga. a questiou of doubt.

19-23. Gabriel ; “Hero of God. Dumb. The
sign which he had unbelievingly asked comes to him
in the form of a punishment. Marvelled ; because
the priests usually hastened back from the Holy Place,
lest the people should fear that harm had come to them
from approaching so near to God's presence. Seen 2
vision ;inferred thisfrom his dazed look. Days of his
ministration ; the week of his priestly course. His
own house ; in the hill country south of Jerusalem.

THE GEOGRAPEY LESSON

Looking from the
Mount of Olives, to the
cast of Jerusalem, across
the Valley of the Kidron,
and over a high wall,
may be seen o large,
nearly level oblong space,
partly paved, on which
rises an eight-sided build-
ing capped by a beautiful
dome. That  building is
the Dome of the Rock,
a Mohammedan mosque,
built on the TexrLe Hiu,
Beyond this domed build-
ing may be seen the
houses of the city, mostly

small an1 low, with flat roofs, crowded tozether on
crooke:l streets.
LESSON QUESTIONS

8-7 Who was Herod ?  What does the name Zach-
arias mean ?  Explain “of the course of Abia”., What
does Elizabeth’s name mean? Describe the character
of Zacharias and Elizabeth. What did their home
lack ? What woman in the Old Testament prayed for
ason? (1Sam.1:11)

8-19 How was it determined which priest should
offer the incense ? Name the two divisions of the
temple. Where did the incensz altar stand? Where
were the people, and what were they doing, while
Zacharias was offering incensz ? Find in Revelation
a passage describing incense as offered with the prayers
of saints. (Rev.8:3,4.)

11-13a Who appeared to Zacharias? How was
Zacharias affected ? What did the angel say ? For
what had Zacharias been praying ?

13b-18 What description dil the angel give of
John? To what great prophet was he likaned ?

19-28 Why was Zacharias smitten with dumb-
ness ? At what did the people marvel ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is prayer always answered ?
2. How may we be filled with the Holy Spirit ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

* The angel Michael was sent oa messages of wrath,
and Gabricl on messages of mercy. The Jews, there-
fore, had the beautiful saying that * Gabriel flaw with
two wings, but Michael with only one.” The saying
signifies to us that Gol is swift to bless and siow to
punish ; and that is true. His eager, overflowing kind-
ness should fili us with confidence in Him, and 6l us,
ton, with a loving dread of doing anything that will
bring over His face the cloud of a just displeasure.

Prove from Scripture—That we should trust God.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 1. What is the chief
end of man? A, Man’s chief end is to glorify God,
and to eajoy him forever.

The Question on Missions—iFirst Quarter, ViL-
LAGE WoRE ¥ INDpta.)—1. Why is villag: work so im-
portant a part of mission work in India 2 Bacause tho
masses of the people, about nine-tenths of the whole
population, live in the villages. In our imission field in
Central India we have 17,000 villages.

Losson Hymns—Book of Praise, 29 (Supplomental
Lesson) ; 449 ; 457 ; 16 (Ps. Sel) ; 116 (from Pristary
QUARTERLY) ; 452. (These hymns may be practised
at home during the week.) .

. FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. What did Zacharias and Elizabeth earnestly desire ?............. e P Ceeeeaes ceeee
2. What promise was given to him?............... et erasetasseaarasatteaes tettataataancananann
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Lesson II.

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST January 14, 1912

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The wonderful story of the annunciation to Mary of the coming birth of Jesus,
Mary's Song—the “ Magnificat”, and Mary's visit to Elizabeth are recorded in va. 24-58.
GOLDER TEXT-—Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people.—~Luke 1: 68,
Memorize vs. 67-69 or 76, 77. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 1 : 57-75. Study Luke
1: 57-80. Read Luke 1: 24-56.

57 Now Elis'abeth’s 1full time came that she
should bo delivered ; and she brought forth a son.
58 And_her neighbours and her 2 cousins heard
3 how the I.ord had ¢ shewed great mercy upon her';
and they rejoiced with her.
59 And it came to pass, Sthat on the cighth day
8 they came to circumcise the child ; and they 7 called
him Zachari‘as, after the name of his father.
60 And his mother answered and said, Not &o;
but he shall be called John. .
.61 And they said unto her, There is none of thy
kindred that is called by this name,
62 And they made signs to his father, 8how he
would have him called. |
And he asked for a writing ° table, and wrote,
saying. His name is John. And they marvelled all.
.64 And his mouth was opened immediately, and
his tongue loosed, and he spake, 10 and praised God.
65 And fear came or all that dwelt round about
them : and all these sayings were noised abroad
throughout all the hill country of Judw’a.

606 And all #t theyIthat heard them laid them u% in
their 12 hearts, saying, at ¥ manner of child shall
this be ! And the hand of the Lord was with him.

67 And his father Zacbari’as was filled with the
Hcgg Ghost, and prophesied, saying, g9y = 4

Blessed be the Lord M God of Is'rael; for he

bath visited and ¥ redeemed his people,

69 And hath raised up an born of salvation for
us in the house of his servant Da’vid ;

70 As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets,
which have been since the world began : .

71 16 That we should be saved from our enemies,
and from the hand of all that hate us;
* 72 To Mperform the inercy promised to our
fathers, and to remember his holy covenant ;

73 The oath which he sware to our father A’braham,

74 18 That he would grant unto us, that we being
delivered out of the hand of our enemies 1° might
serve him without fear, .

75 In holiness and righteousness before him, all
20 the days of our life,

Revised Version—! time was fulfilled that ; 2kinsfolk ; 3 that the ; {magﬁﬁed his mgrcﬁ towards her ;
o

8 Omit that ; ¢that; 7would have called ; 8 what he; ?tablet; 19blessing

d ; 2 Omit they ; 2heart ;

13 then shall this child be ?  For the hand ; ¥ the ; !5 wrought redemption for his people ; 1¢ Salvation from ;
17 shew mercy towards our ; 1'I'o grant ; 19should serve ; 2% our days.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The birth of John the Baptist, Luke 1 : 57-66. T.—The birth
of John the Baptist, Luke 1 : 67-80. W.—A joyful thanksgiving, Iss. 12. Th.—God remembereth, Ps. 105 : 1-12.
F~—John's testimony, John 3 : 26-36. S.—A g! d promise, Zezh, 3 : 14-20.  S.—Girded with gladness, Ps. 30.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Tee BirTH.—87,
58. Elisabeth. . brought
forth a son ; in fulfilment
of the promise of wv. 13.
Neighbours ; named first
because nearest. Cousins ;
Rev. Ver., *“kirsfolk”:
some of them might live
some distance away. Mag-
nified his mercy (Rev.
Ver.) ; made His kindness
conspicuous. Rejoiced
with her ; making her

bone: His'name is John;
not *‘shall be”, but "is" :
the matterg had ; already
been scttled by the angel's
command (gee v. 13). Mar-
velled ; feeling that there
Jmust be somo hidden rea-
“sons for,the parents’ giving
the strange name. Mouth
. .opened ..tongue
loosed. y; Now that the
;prophccy was fulfilled,, the
punishment for refusing to
belicve it was removed as

gladness their own (sce ch.
15: 6,9; 1Cor. 12: 26).
The scene is *“‘a gracious

MODERN EGYPTIAN WRITING MATERIALS

tpromised, v. 20. Spake ;
"began tospeak. Praised

tableau of Israelite lite".

II. Tee NaMING.—69-61. The eighthday ; the
time fixed by the law (see Gen. 17 : 12 ; Lev. 12: 3 ;
Phil. 3: 5). They came ; the relatives and friends of
the family., To circumcise the child. At this time
the child's name was given. The cercmony observed
was & very solemn and impressive one.  Called him ;
that is, “ proposed to call him’. After. . his father ;
a common Jewish custom. He shall ho called John
(sce v. 13); a8 the angel had bidden, v. 13. Elizabeth
had learned the name from her husband.

62-C6. Mado signs to his father ; who had been
struck dumb by tho angel (v. 20), and apparently
deaf as well as dumb. Asked for; also, of
course, by means of signs. A writing tablet (Rev.
Ver.) ; made of wood smeared with wax, Wrote ;
with a stylus, a sharp-pointed instrument, of iron or

*'God ; for the answer to
his prayer, despite his unbelief (see v. 18). Fear;
not terror, but religious awe in the presence of
the supernatural, Noisod abroad; made widely
koown. XLaid them up ip their hearts ; pondering
and, doubtless, often spesking about them. What
mannerof child..? Whose birth was accompanied
by 8o many marvels. The hand of the Lord was
with him ; with Jobn, a Hebrew way.of saying that
God was his Guide and Upholder from the very be-
ginning of his life.

III. TE SoNG.—67-69. Filled with the Holy
Ghost ; who stirred his heart and mind with an over-
powering spiritual excitement. Prophesied ; spoke
under the influence of tho Moly Spirit. Blessed ;
worthy of praise : Latin *'Benedictus’’, the namo given
to Zachariza® song. He hath visited ; with loving
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favor. Redesmed ; literally, *made a ransom for”,
that they might be freed, not from bondage to foreign
focs, as the Jows fondly hoped. but from tho worse
bondago of sin. His people ; Isracl. Horn of salva-
. tion. The horns of animaly, especially oxen, were a
common Hebrew symbol of strength (sce 1 Sam. 2:
10; 2 Sam. 22: 3; Ps. 75: 4, 5, 10). *The meaning
here is that God had provided a mighty Saviour. In
the house (family) of . . David; from whom Jesus was
descended, Matt. 1: 8-18.

70-72. As he spake by .. his..prophets; who
bad foretold the coming of the Saviour. Since the
world began; from the earliest times Salvation from
our onemies (Rav. Ver.) ; not from the tyranny of
heathen conquerors but from the worse bondage of sin.
Mercy towards our fathers (Rev. Ver.) ; ancestors,
who are pictured as waiting for the deliverance to be
wrought out for their descendants. Covenant ; an
agreement in which God promises blessing to His
people, on condition of their doing what He bids them.

78-76. The oath. See Gen. 22: 16-18. Serve
him. The people, redeemed and delivered, should
serve God in their lives as Zacharias and the other
priests served Him in the temple. Without fear ;
but with the glad willingness of loving children. Holi-
ness ; purity of heart and life. Rightsousness;
faithfulness in duty towards God and men.

Vs. 76-79 continue the song of Zacharias, deseribing
the work of John as the forcrunner of the Mes.uh, and
v. 80 tells of John's growth to manhood.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

N HebroN, a town far to
Darascus| the south of Judash, is
< famous as containing the
\‘;' tombs of Abraham, Isaac
\? Sea of and Jacob. Iz‘i.q now one
< . 3‘ Gelcles| of the sacred cities of the
& ’ Mohammedans. The
¢ 3“" oWl town is built without
o walls, and contains about
SAM ARih 18,600 Mohammedans and
from 1,200 to 1,500 Jews.
It is situated in a shallow
valley surrounded by
QM rocky hills, in which are
found ot less than 25
sources of water. Luxuri-
ant vineyards clotho the hills, producing some of the
best grapes in Palestine, and groves of olive and fruit
trees abound. An ancient name of the city was Kir
jath-arbe, or “City of Four”, said to refer to Abra-
ham, Isaac, Jacob and Adam.

{editerrancean Sea

LESSON QUESTIONS

§7. 88 What is meant by “magnified his mercy’!
(v. 58, Rev. Ver.y 2 Whero is it said that “ tho mercy
of the Lord is from everlssting to everlasting' ? (Pa.
103 : 17.)

69-61 At what age did a Jewish child receive its
name ? What did the friends of Zacharias and Eliza-
beth think their child should be called? How did:
Elizabeth know that this was not to be his name ?

62-66 How was Zacharins communicated with ?
For what did he ask ? What did he write ? What
then happened to him ? What use did ha make of his
restored speech ? How wero those about him affected ?

67-69 By whose power was the heart of Zacharias
stirred ?  Under whose influence did the prophots
speak ? (2 Pet. 1 : 21.) Explan * prophesicd’”’. What
is tho song of Zacharias called, and why? Explain
“redeemed" and “horn of salvation",

70-76 By whom had the coming of the Saviour been
foretold ? What *oath” is here referred to ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Of what use is baptism ?
2. Sin the worst bondage.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

An English artist was once painting the picture of a
poor woman, thinly clad and pressing a babe to her
bosom, wandering homeless on a stormy night, in a
dark, deserted street. At last, however, the artist
suddenly threw down his brush, exclaiming : “ Instead
of merely painting the lost, I will go out and save
them.” That artist has become Bishop Tucker of
Ug:nds, in East Africa, the head of a native church
numbering seventy thousand, with two thousand native
preachers, evangelistz and teachers. It is when we aro
helping in some definite way to save the lost that weo
most clearly prove ourselves truo followers of the
world's Saviour.

Prove from Scripture—That God requires usto be
holy. *

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 2. What rule hath
God given lo direct us how we may glorify and enjoy
him? A. The word of God, which is contained in
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is
the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and
enjoy him.

The Question on Missions—2, How largo are
these villages 2 They vary in size from a few huts to
a thousand or more huts. Tn the average villago thero
arc about three hundred people.

Lezson Hymns—Book of Praise, 29 (Supplemental
Lesson) ; 80; 85; 84 (Ps. Secl); 52 (from Paivary
QUARTERLTY) ; 84,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Why was tho son of Zacharias and Elizabeth named John 2. ..vvunveannn.. eeeteeenaerenas cerreeene

....... 990800000 0000000009019200009000000°10 0 reresisesessesssssssesivssecstnessssontoscestiocesasnes

2. What use did Zacharins make of his rcstomd:spccch? .................... tesseecessascstesernccne
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Lesson III.

THE BIRTH OF JESUS

January 21, 1912

BETWEEN TEE LESSONS—Six months after the birth of John the Baptist, Jesus was born in Bethlchein.

The Lesson teils the story of His birth.

GOLDEN TEXT—For unto you is born this daf li‘n the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.—
uke2:11.

Memorize vs. 10, 11. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 2 : 8-20.

Study Luke 2: 1-20.

Read Matthew 1: 1825, -

8 And there were ! in the same country shepherds
abidiag in the field, 2keeping watch over their flock
by night.

‘0 And?3, lo, the angel of the Lord !came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about
them : and they were sore afraid.

10 And the angel said unto thein, $ Fear not : for,
behold, I bring vou good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all ¢ people. . . .

11 For unto you is born_this day in the city of
Da’vid a Saviour, which is Christ the Tord. |

12 And this 7 shail bc a sign unto you ;: Ye shall
find $ the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 2lying
o a manger. )

13 _And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying, R i

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on carth

peace,® goad will toward men.

15 And it came to pass, Va3 the angels were gone
away from them into heaven, the sbepherds sard one
to another, Let us now go cven unto Beth'lchem, and
sce this thing Ywhich is come to pass, which the
Lord hath made known unto us.

16_And they camne with haste, and found 2 Mar'y,
and Jo’seph, and the babe lving in a manger.

17 And whea they !t had seen it, they made known
13 abroad the saying which wae 18 told them coneern-
ing this child.

1S And all ¥ they that heard it wondered at 32 those
things which were % told them by the shepherds.

But Mar’y kept all these 9 things, and pon-
dered them in her heart. .

20 And the shepherds retumed, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they had heard
and seen, 0 as it was told unto them.

Revised Version—!shepherds in the same country abiding: “and ; 3an_angel: ¢stood by them ;
$ Be not afraid ; _for. behold 3 6 the people: for there is'born to you this day ; ®is the sign ; 2a; Pamong
men in whom he is well pleased ; 19when the angels went away : Hthatis : 2hoth ; Bthe: Msawit; B con-
cemning the 3 spoken to them about this ; 17 Omit they 5 $spoken unto them 3 1% sayings, pondering them 3

2% ¢even as it was spoken unto.

. Daily Readings—{Courtesy. I.B.R.A.)—M.—The birth of Jesus, Luke 2 - 1-7.  T.—The birth of Jesus, Luke
2:8-20. W.—Themighty God, Isa.9:1-7. Th.—The Light of the world, John1:1-14. F.—God made mani-
fest, 1 John 4:9-16. S.—God's gilt, John 3 : 16-21. 8.~ Thou art my Son’’, Ps. 2.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

COIN OF AUGUSTUS CXESAR

10-12. Fear nct ; a word of cheer, as inch. 1:19.

I bring you good tidings ; a single word in Greeit,
from which comes aur *‘cvangelize™, to preach the
gospel. Of great joy. This is the form which the
**good news™ takes. To all the people (Rev. Ver) ;
that is the people of Israel. Unto Fou. .a Saviour.
Even to such despised peoplein Ismcl as the shepherds,
the Saviour comes. In the city of David ; and
therefore the true King of Ismei foretold by the proph-
cts, who was to be of Darid’s family. Christ ; the
inted Onc, the Messiah,—~"Anointed" from the

Joscph, the husband of Mary the mother of Jesus,
went from his home in Nazarcth (Miatt. 2:23) to
Bethlchem because of the deeree issucd by Augustus,
the Roman Emperor, 1o number or cnroll all his
subjects. He took Mary with him, and while they
were at Bethlchem Jesus was born in a stable, because
there was no room for His parentsin theinn. Vs 1-7.

I. THE SAVIOGR ANNOGNCED.~S, 9. In ths
sams countyy ; the ficlds around Bethlcham, in which
David bed cared for his father’s focks, 1 Sam. 16 : 11.
Shepherds; =2 class looked upon with contempt
amongst the Jews of the time. Abiding in ths
field ; litemlly, “making the field their house'™,
spending their time in the open air.  Xeeoplog watch ;
by wms, in silenee under the stars. Over their
flozk. Sheep were kept out. even in winter, the scason
in which Jesus it genenaliy belicved to have been bom.
And, lo. Something wonderful is 3 b= told. An
angel (Rev. Ver) 3 perhaps Gabriel again (sce ch.
1:19). Thoe glory of the Lord ; the Shechiaah, or
brightoess which was a sign of God's presence. Ex.
24:16; 1 Kgs. $§:10; Isa 6:13. Soreo afrald ;
at the supematural appeamance.

Latin. **Chiist" from the Gregk, and “ Messiah ™ from
the Hebrew, all mean the same. The Lord ; to be
obeyed and worruiped. Thse sign (Rev. Var) 3 to
prove the truth of the angel’s words, Find 2 babe
(Rev. Ver), How. but for the angelic message, would
they have known Him as the Lord of glory 2 Wrapped
in swaddling clothes; wound round and round
Him withlongstipsof cloth (scev. 7). Inamanger ;
a loxly bed. in truth, for the promised Kicr.

13, 14. Suddenly ; like a lightning flash. Host ;
army : a “reultitude™ from this azmmy now appeared
to the shephends. Praising God. In this praise the
whole Lost of heaven took part, zot mesely the mul-
ttede 13en by the shepherds. Glory to God 5 who
had sent this wonderful Saviour. In the highest ;
the highest heavens, where God dwells. On carth
peace ; peace, of man with God, and peace of man
with man, which springs up wherever Jesus is known.
Good will toward men; Rev. Ver, *among men
in whom He (God) is well pleased™.  Only those who
please Him can bave true peace.

II. Tue Saviotr FouND.—15,16. The shep-
herds said ; 2 prompt and wise resQivs. Lot Usnow
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go. The Greek word translated ““now® denotes the
excitement and energy of the shepherds expressed in
word and action. Unto Bethlehem ; across the
ficlds that lay between them and the village. See
thiz thing ; and so add the witness of their eyes to
that of their ears which had heard the angel’s message.
Came witli haste ; the cagerness of their hearts lenet-
ing swiltness to their fect. Found, c¢tc. The “mn*’
was probably an enclosed courtyard open to the sky,
surrounded by the usual slecping places, namely,
recesses with paved floors raised a little above the
ground. The stable in which Jesus was born also
opened off the courtyard. It was onc of the **wide-
vaulted arcades extending around the entire building
where the beasts of burden are placed ”'.

III. THE SaviouR PROCLAIMED.—17-20. Saw
it (Rev.Ver); thescene just asit had been deseribed
by the angel, v. 12. Made known ; to Mary and
Joseph and the people of Bethlchem generlly, thus
becoming the first Christinn preachers. Wondered ;
2s well they might, for no cvent so great had ever
happened before in the world's history. Mary kept. .
pondered ; bolding well in mind the things which had
happened to hesself and the shepherds, and putting
them togzether to see what they all meant, thinking,
100, of the angel’s words (ch. 1 : 32, 33) and the won-
derful promises of the Old Testament to which they
pointed.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

1o BeTuLEuey, o town
about 5 miles south of Jer-
usalem, is =a Christian
school with a high tower.
From this elevation onc
may look down on the flat
roois of the Bethlchem
houses built on a parrow.

.curving street. Away to

the south are rolling hills
as far as the cyccan reach,
On the highest of these
hills. 6 or S miles away.
called the Frank Mountaits,
there stood, in the days of
Jesus, a fortress garsisoncd
by soldicrs of Herod the Great.  To the north. about
S0 mles distant, is the town of Nazaveth bidden amidsy
lofty hiile. yct near the main rozds along which travel-
crs passed o Jesusalem, Egpt and Damascus.

LESSON QUESTIONS

8,9 What is meant by ** the same country’*? What
were certain shepherds doing here?  Who appeared to
them 2 What brightness was seen?  How were the
shepherds affected 2 What was Moses doing when
“‘the angel of the Lord" cami to him ? (Ex.3:1, 2,

10-12 What word of cheer did the angel speak to
the shepherds 2 What good t:dings did he bring ? For
whom were these intended 2 What titles are here given
to Jesus ? How were the shepherds to prove the truth
of the angel's words ? Where doca Isaiah refer to the
Saviour's birth 7 (Isa. 9:6)

13, 14 Who appeared along with the angel ? What
song did they sing ?

15, 16 Whither did the shepherds go?  Describe
their fcelings. What was the “inn” like? Where was
the Babe found ?

17-20 What did the shepherds do when they had
seen the Babe 2 How were the people affected 2 What
is it said that Mary did ?

FOR DISCUSSION
1. Do angels help us now ?
2, Are we bound to tell others of Jesus ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

A supposed saying of Jesus, discovered at Oxyvrhyn-
cus in Egypt, reads, **Raisc the stone, and there thou
shalt find Me ; cleave the wood and there am 1" It
is not required of us that we make any long pilgrimage
or perform some remarkable deed, in order o enjoy the
presence of the Saviour. The King comes and makes
us glad with His presunce in *“the trivial round. the
common task™ of daily duty done in His nams,

Prove from Scripture—7Tial we should Aclp (o
spread the gospel.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 3. Whaat do the Scrip-
turce principally teach? A. The Seriptures princi-
pally teach what man is to believe concerning God,
and what duty God requires of man.

Tho Question on Missions—3. Who make up a
village 2 Most of the people are f: bat, besid
in cvery village there s a barber, a shopkeeper, a black-
smith, 2 carpenter, a weaver, 2 shoemaker. & potter,
and the coolic of the lowest caste but one of the most
useful men in: the village.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Prase, 29 (Supplemental
Lesson) ; 255 29 2 (Ps. Scl) 5 32 (frome PRaary
QuanTERLY) ; 30.

. FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS z

1. Howx did tk.e shepherds learn o!th«ibir'.hochsus?.............................. Ceesrsecetennnnn

2. What did they do as soon as they had heard the angel’s MESAEE Tuvnereeneaanaes vennotsnsesananss
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Lesson 1V,

The Home Study Quarterly
THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE January 28, 1912

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Eight days after His birth, Jesus, according to Jewish law and custom, was

circumcised and His name was given to Him.

GOLDEN TEXT—For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people-
—ZLuke 2: 30, 31.

Memorize vs. 29, 30.

25 And, behold, there was a man in Jeru’salem,
whose name was Sim’con ; and ! the same man was
2just and devout, ? waiting for the consolation of
Is‘rael : and the Holy ° Ghost was upon him.

26 And it 5 was revealed unto him by the Holy
¢ Ghost, that he should not sce death, before he had
scen the Lord's Christ. .

27 And he came °by the Spirit into the temple:
and when the parents brought in the child Je'sus, 7 to
do for him after the custom of the law,

28 Then # took he him up in his arms, and blessed
God, and said,

29 °Lord, now_lettest thou thy servant depart
10in peace, according to thy word = j

30 For mine eyes have scen thy salvation,

31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of
all 3 people : ) .

32 A light © to lighten the Gen'tiles, and the glory
of thy people Is'rael.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 2 : 25-38. Study Luke 2 : 22-39.

33 And BJo’sepb and his mother 1 marvelled at
those things which were spoken * of him.

34 And Sim’eon blessed them, and said unto Mar'y
his mother, Beheld, this child is set for the 1¢fall and
rising ¥ again _of many in Is‘rael; and for a sign
which 18shall be spoken against ;

35 (Yea, *® a sword shall pierce through thy own
soul 2%also,) that 2 the thoughts of 1rany hearts may
be revealed.

36 _And there was one An’na, a prophetess, the
daughter of Phanu’e), of the tribe of & A'ser : she
was of 2 great age, Pand had lived with an husband
seven yvears from her virginity :

37 And she *twras a widow of about fourscore and
four years, which departed not from the temple, 2 but
served God with fastings and 26 prayers night and day.

35 And T she coming in that instant gave thanks
22 Jikewise unto 29 the Lord, and spake of him to all
them that 39 Jooked for redemption in Jeru’salem.

Revised Versjon-— this man ; 2righteous and ; 3looking for ; ¢Spirit: 3hnd been cevealed ; ¢in
the ; 7 that they might do concerning him ; * he received him into his arms ; ¥Omit Lord ; 1° 0 Lord, neceard-
ing to thy word. in peace ; 1 peoples 3 2 for revelation to the ; ¥ his father and ; ¥ were marvelling at the
things : ¥ concerning him ; 8 falling ; 27 up of ; 18is spoken; ?and a: 2 Omi? also; 2! thoughts out of :
=2 Asher ; Bhaving lived : ¥ had been a widow even for fourscore ; 3 worshipping with ; ¢supplications ;
27 coming up at that very hour she gave ; 33 Omit likewise ; 29 God ; 3% were looking for the redemption of
Jeruaal

em.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A)~M.—The presentation in the temple, Luke 2 : 22-32.

presentation in the temple, Luke 2 : 33-39.

Ps. 96.

T.—The

W.—His name, Jer. 23 :1-6. Th.—The voice of rejoicing, Ps. 118 :
14-23. F.—A stone of offence, 1 Pet. 2:1-8. S.—A light to the Gentiles, Isa. 42 : 1-7.

S.—A song of praise,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Forty days
after the
birth of Je-
sus, accord-
ingto thelaw
of Mosos
{Lev. 12:6),
He was
brought to
thetemple in
Jerusalem,
that He
might be
presented to
the Lord ac-

cording t o
AMoscs' law. Vs, 22-24.

1. Tue BABE anD SIMEON.—25-28. & man..
Simeon ; otherwise unknown to us. Just ; righteous
in bis dealings with mea. Devout ; a truc and devoted
worshiper of God. Looking for the consolation of
Israsl (Rov. Ver.) ; the deliverance of Istecl from their
focs, pictured as comfort in their troubles (see Isa.
40:1). The Holy Spirit was upon him (Rerv. Ver.);
influencing bis mind and beart. Ravealed unto hime ;
mads known to him from heaven. By ths Holy Spirit
(Rev Ver)) ; bis divino Teacker. Seen the Lord's
Chzist ; the Ancinted of Jchovah., the promised
Moessiah. His coming would be in Simcon's lifetime.
Came by the Spirit {Rewv. Ver) ; under the guidance
of the Holy Spinit. Into the templs ; the temple
court knowa a3 the Court of the Women. Brought
in the child Jesus, cte. Sco va 22-24 for the Te-

quirements of the law. In his arms ; and hence
Simecon bas becn called *“* Theodokos™ or **the receiver
of God'. Said. Simcon's song is called the Nunc
Dimittis, rom the Latin translation of **Now lettest
Thou (Thy scrvant) depart'.

29, 80. Now ; now that I havo at last seen the long-
looked-for Afcssinh. Servant; litemally *slave™.
Deapart. The picture is of the lsborer relcased after &
long day's work. Simcon regards death as the bringer
of release from toil and care and sorrow. Lord (Rev.
Ver) ; Master. In peacs ; with all his longings satis-
fied. According to thy word ; the revelation which
he bad reecived, v. 26. For mine eyss have seen ;
and his bands bed barcdled (see v. 28, and compare
1 John 1: 1). Thysalvation. The deliverance was
assured, now that the Deliverer had come.

31, 32. Simcou bas %ld what the coming of the
Alessiah has been to himself ; now be tells what the
Messinh will be to the world. Prepared befors .. aill
peoples (Rev. Ver.) ; the wide world over. 4 light
to lighten ; to give knowledge to those who arein the
darkoess of ignorance. Gentlles ; peoples other than
the Jews. Glory of..Israsl. While tho Gentiles in
their darkness were to be enlightened, the Jews were
to be made specially glorious as the race from which
the Mcssiak was to spring.

83-35. Marvelied ; at Simoon's knowledge of the
€Child and His destiny. Blessea them ; gave them
an old man's and an nld saint's blessing. Is sot; is
appointed. Yalling and rising up (Rev. Ver.).
Those who sccept Jesus as their Saviour will be saved
and uplifted; those who reject Him, cast down and
Tuined. A sign. Jesus was to reveal God's will.
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Spoken against. So Jesus was hated and opposed,
for example, by the Pharisces. A sword, cte. Thisis
a vivid picture of the sorrows that will come to tho
mother through the sufferinga of her Son. Thoughts
..revealed. What people really are is shown by the
way they treat Jesus.

II. TRE BABE AND ANNA.—36-38. Anna; mcane
ing ** Grace", the same name as Hanugh, 1 Sam. 1: 20.
A prophetess ; one divinely inspired to make known
tho will of God. Phanusl ; meaning * Face of God™'.
Seven years, ctc. She had been married for this
period. Widow. .fourscore and four Jyears;
now, therefore, considerably more than a bundred
years old. Departed not, etc. ; never missed a8 temple
service and spent most of the time between the services
in the temple. ¥Fastings ; perhaps more than the
customary fasts on Mondays 2nd Thursdays, Prayers;
spending an unusual amount of time in prayer. Gavd
thanks ; likely, as a prophetess, recognizing who Jesus
was. Looked for redemption ; were camestly ex-
pecting the Saviour.

The parents of Jesus, having fulilled all the re-
quirements of the law, returned with Him to their
home in Nazareth, V. 39.

THE GEOGRAPEY LESSON
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Toe TexrLE BUILDINGS were situated on the Eastern
Hill of Jarusalem, commonly known as Mount Morish.
Ascending the southern slope of this hill, ono entered
by one of the gates through s long wall into an obleng

LESSON QUESTIONS

25-27 What man of Jerusalem is mentioned bere ?
‘What is said of him in his sclations to men ? What in
his relstions to God ? What had been made known to
him ? By whom ? At what time did he come into the
temple ? For what purpose had Mary and Joseph
brought Jesus thither ? What did Simcon do with Jesus?

28, 30 What did Simeon, in his song, call himself ?
What did he call God? For what did he ask ? From
what did he scek release ? Where does Paul express
desire to “depart” ? (Phil. 13 23}

31, 32 For whom had God's salvation been pre-
pared ? What was that salvation to be to the Gen-
tiles? What to the Jews? Where does Isaiah speak
of the Messiah as “a light of the Gentiles” ? Isa.
42:86)

83-35 Why did Mary aed Joseph marvel? How
did Simeon eay Jesus would be treated 2 To what did
be liken Mary's own sorrows 7

86-38 Who was Anns 2 To whom did she speak of
Jesus ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is Christ's salvation for the whole world ?
2. How can the results of hearing the gospel be, in
some cases life, and in others death 2

A LESSON FOR LIFE

A tomb in a soldiers’ graveyard in Virginia bears the
inscription : “Who they were no man knows ; what
they were all men know.* The nemes of these lying
beneath the sod were lost, but the memory of their
heroic deeds on the field of battle could not perish.
‘We are told nothing of who Simcon was, but wha! he
was,—just and devout, is carefully cxplained. 1t will
matter very little whether our names are remembered
or not, 20 long as it can be said of us that we were
faithful to God and to our fellow men.

Provs from Scripture—7That Jesus 1s a Sariour for
the whole world,
Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 1-3.

The Question on Missions—i. Who are the most

space called tho Court of the Gentiles, into which suy
ooe. Jew or Gentile, was permitted to go. Within this
court a second, in the form of a hollow square, was
tormed by a sesics of long low buildings. This was the
Court of Isracl, which Jews only might eater. A third
losure hed by flights of steps, was divided into
the Court of the Women and the Court of thoPricsts.

infivential members of the village commumty 7 Each
village has 2 head man, a clerk who transacts the villago
business, a priest who officiates at weddings and other
ceremonics, and who is sometimes also the astrologer.
Most villages bave a schoolmaster also,

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praice, 29 (Supplemental
Lesson) : 105 ; 111 ; 27 (Pa. Sel) ; 521 (from Pristary
QuarzEeRLY) ; 107,

. FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What revclation had been made to Simeon 2.

2. How was this rovclation fulfilled ?eeeenenn nes

3. What did Simcon foretell concerming Jesus 2.,

.................................... seestaesanana

-~
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Lesson V.

THE WISE MEN LED BY THE STAR February 4, 1912

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The visit of the Wise Men followed closely on the presentation in the temple.

GOLDEN TEXT-—Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none
else,—Isainh 45 : 22.

Memorize vs. 1, 2.

1 Now when Jesus was born in Beth’lehem of
Juda'a in the days of Her’od the king, behold, ! there
came wige men {rom the east 2 to Jeru'salemn, o

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we 3 have seen his star in the cast, and are come
to worship him. . 3

3 ¢When Her'od the king $had heard these things,
he was troubled, and all Jeru'salem with him.

4 And ¢when he had gathered all the chief priests
and_scribes of the people ? tozether, he 8 demanded
of them where ? Christ should be born.

5 And they said unto him, In Beth’letem of
Judx'a - for thus it is written by the prophet,

6 And thou Beth’lehem. !“1n the land of # Ju'da,
art 12not the least among the princes of ¥ Ju'da:
for out of thee shall come 3 a Governor, that shall rule
my people Is‘rael. .

7 Then Herod, ¥ when he had privily called the
wise men, ¥ enquired of them 18 diligently what time

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Matthew 2 : 1-12.

Study Matthew, ch. 2.
the star appeared.

8 And he sent them to Beth’lehem, and said, Go
and search V7 diligently for the young child; and
when ye have found Aim, bring me word ** again, that
1 may come and worship him also. |

0 ¥ When they had heard the king, 27they de-
parted ; _and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east,
went before them, till it came and stood over where
the you% child was. . .

10 ¢ When they 2aw the star, they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy. R

11 And #when they were come into the house,
they saw the young child with Mar'y his mother, and
2 {ell down, and worshipped him : and 23 when they
had Jopened their treasures, they 2! presented unto
bhim gifts ; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

12 And being warned of God in a dream that they
should not return to Her‘od, they departed into their
owntcountry another way.

Revised Version— Omit there came ; 2came to; 3saw ; $And when; ®heard it, he: 8gatherin

together all; 7 Omit to

ether ; 3inquired of ; 9the; 190mitin the; M Judah; 2in no wise least ; 13 fort

a governor, which sh:df be shepherd of my people ; ¢ Omit when he had ; ¥and larned of ; ¥ carcfully ;
17 gut carefully concerning the ; 2380muit agiin : 1° And they, having heard ; 20 went their way ; and ; 2! they
came into the house and saw ; 2they fell ; Bopening their ; 24 offered unto.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The wise men led by the star, Matt. 2 : 1-12,

T.—The wise

menled b’ the star, Matt. 2:13-23. W.—*Thy light is comc'’, Isa. 60 : 1-6. Th.—Bethlchem’s glory, Mic. 5 :
1-4. F.—Jeremiah's propheey, Jer. 31 :10-15. S.—Gifts and worship, Ps. 72:10-19. S.—"Look unto me'’,

Isa. 45 15-22.

THE LESEON EXPLAINED

I. THE STAR—1. When

and scribes ; those most expertin

Jesus was born. The story of
His birth has beea told in Lesson
111, Luke 2: 8-20. In Bethle-
hem of Judsa; to be distin-
guished from Bethlchem in Galilee,
scven miles northwest of Nazareth,
Josh. 19: 15. The name means
“Jiouse of Bread”, and poiuts to
the fertility of the ncighborhood.
Herod the king; ealled *‘the
Great',—he wasgreatin hisenergy,
magnificence avd wickedness. Wise
men; “Magi”, a class of men
skilled in knowledge about the stars
and dreams and magic. From the
east ; from what Eastern country
is not known: Arabia, Persia,
Aedia, Babylonis, Parthia have
been named. To Jerusalem ; as
the capital of Judea.

2 Whers..born Xing of the Jews ; an assertion:
such a king had been born ; and a question : Where is
Hc? Seen his star. Always on the wateh, they had
scen o new stat in the heavens, and by their rules of
astrology ("study of the stars™), and upder divice
guidance, they concluded it to be asign that a king was
born in Juden. In the east. A better translation is
**in the rising'". The star rose when Jesus was born.
Come to worship him ; to show reverence and sub-
mission by bowing with the face toward the ground.

1I. THE SCRIPTURES.—3-5. Herod . . wag trou-
bled ; fearing a rival for the throae. All Jerusalam.
The prople dreaded some act of cruclty from the tyran-
pical king to maintain his rule. 211 the chief priests

ADORATIOR OF THE MAGI

the knowledge of the Old Testa-
ment scriptures. Demanded ; re-
solved to discover the whereabouts
of the newborn Child. Where the
Christ; the Messiah promised in
the Old Testament should be
born (Rev. Ver.). And they sald.
The snswer was cxplicit and cor-
rect. Written by the prophet.
See NMic. 3: 2, which the Jews be-
lieved to refer to the coming of the
Messiah,

6-8. DBethlshem ; =and the
people thercof. Not the least
among the princes; that is, the
heads of familics, of Juda, Out
of thes..a QGovernor; Isrecl's
truc king. Rule ; literally, *"shep-
herd™, the people being regarded
as a flock. Herod . . privily
(sceretly) called  Such seerecy would naturslly rouse
the suspicion of the Wise Mea. Inquired . . diligently;
as if greatly interested in the newborn Child,—a blind
to conceal his real purpose. What time, ate. The
king assumed that the time of the birth and the star's
rising would be the same. That I may..worship
him. Behind thispret there was murderin Herod's
heart, v. 16.

III. TaeSAVIOUR.—3, 10. The star, which they
3aw ; and which had guided them in their long journey-
ings Went beforo them ; apparently stopping when
they stopped and ad! ing when they advanced.
According to Eastern custom, they traveled at night.
Stood over ; indicating the precise spot Whers the




prare - Agm—————T S

P e T A

The Wise Men Led by the Star 15

young child was. Rejoiced ; because their quest
was now at an cnd, their goal reached.

11, 12. Came into the house (Rev. Ver.) ; likely
some friend’s house into which the holy family had been
taken from the stable, Tuke 2: 16. Fell down..
worshipped ; doing homage as to a king. Opened
their treasures ; their treasure boxes or sacks, It was
and is an Eastern 1, when apy hing a king to
bring costly gifts. Gold ; in which tribute was paid,
therefore o sign of kingship. Frankincense ; a tree
gum found in Arabia, used as an offering to God (Lev.
24: 7), therefore pointing to Jesus as God's Son.
Myrrh ; the gum of a tree growing in Arabia and lidia,
2 sign of Jesus' humanity. Departed. A hasty re-
treat is indicated. Thus Herod's wicked purpose is
foiled.

Vs. 13-23 narrate the fiight of the holy family into
Egypt, Herod’s massacre of the children in Bothlchem,
the return of Mary and Joseph with Jesus to Palcestine,
and their going to the old home at Nazareth,

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

. From the southern end
Darascus{ ¢ the Dead Ser., o long
stretch  of nearly level
< ground leads castward to-
Seq of | Ward a line of low hills in
S .“\\ Galdce ::c fardist;ncc.b Much o;
2 ¢ ground is bare san
o Decobelis and gravel. Here and there

fedielerrancan Sea

Sﬂ/ﬂlmlﬁg bashes grow in clumps;

5 once in a while a tree is

< J‘eru:_A secn.  Fields there a2
&7 ,,,S = none ; there is mot ew .
\1;\\ o gf,’ A | grass. In that region iv

& travelers tolive unless they
catried provisdons with
them. The Desent between Palestine and the far
castern valleys of the Euphrates contains hundreds of
square miles of barren land like this, and often more
desolate. Now, as in the days nf the Wise Men from
the East, the common mode of travel across this
desert isby meansof camels.  Thesaddlesareof tannéd
leather, with hairy sheep skins or goat skins tied over
the bhard leather to make an easier seet.  The camels’
heads arc decorated with tassels of homespun wool.
Bags of food ang leather bottles of drink arc fastened
to the saddles or borne by extra camels.

X
W e 57 G| would be impossible for-

LESSON QUESTIONS

1,2 Whenceodid wise men come to Jerusalem ? What
inquiry did they make 2 What led them to believe that
a king of the Jews had been born 2 What famous pro-
pheey refers to ‘a Starout of Jacob™ 2 (Num. 21 :17.)

3-5 Why was Herod troubled at the Wise Men's
inquiry ? Whom did he call together 7 What did he
ask themn ? What was the answer 2 Name two women
who came to Bethlchem from a foreign Jand. (Ruth
1:22)

6-8 Whither did Herod send the Wise Men? What
did he pretend that he wished to do? What did he
really intend ?

9, 10 How were the Wise Men guided to Bethlechem ?
How did tkey know when they had come to where
Jesus was ?

11, 12 What did cach of the Wise Men's offerings
signify 2 Why did they pot return to Herod ?

What cvents are related in vs 13-23 ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. What the stars teach us about God'’s wisdom and
power.

2. How can the presence of Jesus cause both trouble
and joy ?

A LESSON FOR LIFB

All life on our planct depends upon the sun. Were
it to cense shimng, the fruitful and smiling carth would
become o scene of desolation and death. So, if we take
the blessings that we value most, we shall find that wo
owe them all to the coming of Jesus. We can never be
too thankful to Him, and no gift or labor should be
counted too great to prove our gratitude.

Prove from Scripture—That Christ iz fo be wor-
shiped.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 4. What is God # A.
God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable
in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, good-
ness and truth,

The Question on Missions—35. What is the usual
way of reaching the villages? During the cool scason
the missionary packs his ox-cart with tents, camp
equipage. tracts, books, medicines, ctc., and, slong with
native helpers, tours among the villages.

Lesson dymns—DBook of Praise, 20 (Supplemental
Lesson) ; 33, 100, 69 (Ps. Sel.) . 31 (from PRi:nARY
QUARTERLY) ; 26.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did tho Wise Mcn learn of Jesus' birth ?
2. What offerings did they present to Him ?.....
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Lesson VI.

THE BOY JESUS IN THE TEMPLE TFebruary 11,1912

BETWEER THE LESSBONS—The Lesson for to-day is closely linked to the last, which tells (Matt. 2 : 23)

how Mary and Joscph settled with Jesus in Nazareth,

GOLDEN TEXT—How is it that ye scught me ? wist ye not that I must be in my Father’s house ?—Luke a: 49.
Memorize vs. 46, 47. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 2 : 40-52.

40 And the child grew, and waxed strong !in
apirit, filled with wisdom : and the grace of God
was upoa him.

41 2 Now his parents went to Jeru’salem every
year at the feast of the passover.

42 And when he was twelve years 0ld, they went
up 3 to Jeru'salem after the custom of the feast.

43 And when thoy had fulfilled the days, as thev
4returned, the ¥ child Je'sus tarried behind in Jeru’-
salem ° and ¢Jo’seph and bis mother knew not of it.

44 But 7 they, supposing him to & have been in the
company, °went a day's journey ; and they sought
W him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.

45 And when they found him not, they ! turned
back again to Jeru'salem, secking 19 him.

46 And it came to pass, Rthat after three da
they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst

Revised Version-— 'Omit in spirit ; 2 And his;

parents knew it not ; 7Omit they ; Bbein; 9they;

of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them
questions. A .

47 And all that heard him were 3 astonished at
his understanding and !¢ answers.

48 And when they saw him, they were !® amazed :
and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou
thus dealt with us ?_behold, thy father and I ¢ have
sought thee sorrowing. .

49 And he said unto them, How ig it that ye
sought me 7 wist ve not that I rust be !7 about my
Father's busincas? 3 i

50 And they understood not the saying which be
spake unto_them. .

51 And he went down with them, and came to
Naz/areth, and !8 was subject unto them : 19but his
mother kept all these sayings in her heart.

52 And Je’sug ®increased in wisdom and stature,
and ia favour with God and 2 man.

30mit “o Jerusalem ; ¢ were returning ; $boy ; Chis
19 for bim ; 11 returned to ; 12 Omit that; 1 amazed ;

1 his ; 15 astonished ; 8Omit bave : 17 in my Father’s house ; 8he was; 1?and. his; 2°advanced ; * men.
Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The boy Jesus in the temple, Luke 2 :40-52. T.—The pass-

over commanded, Ex. 12 : 21-28. W.—Gladness in God’s

house, Ps.122. Th.—His wisdom foretold, Isa. 11 : 1-5.

F.—The value of wisdom, Prov. 3 : 13-24. 8.—The excellency of wisdom, Job 28 : 12-28. 8.—The Father's will,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

John 6 : 37-47.

I. AT TRE FEAST.—0.
This verse tells us all that we
know about the boyhood of
Jesus. Grew, and waxed
strong ; increased in s1ze and
strength, became a healthy,
vigorous, active Boy. Filled
with wisdom ; literally, * be-
coming full of wisdom®.
Jesus grew in knowledge and
intelligence like other bowa.
The grace of God; God's
favor. JesuswasdeartoGod,
and cnjoyed His special ap-
proval and blessing.

41, 43. Parents wont to
Jerusalem ; went “up’ (v.
42), because tho city was
built on hills and beceuse it
was the capital and the holy

(v. 16) or & “Child", v. 40.
Tarried behind. So en-
grossed was He with what He
was sceing and bearing. Par-
oents knew it mot (Rev.
Ver.) ; a sign of their confi-
dence in Jesus: He bad
never caused them anxiety,
and they felt no nced of
watching Him. Inthe com-
pany ; ‘‘the caravan'. The
inhabitants of a village or of
several villages going to the
Passover traveled thus to-
gether. Probably Jesus' poar-
ents did not miss Him until
the cvening of the first day
out from Jerusalem. Sought
bim ; searched for Him up
and down through the cara-

city. Every year at .. the
passover. By the law of
Moses (Ex. 23° 14-17;
Deut. 16 : 6), every Jewish man was required 0 go up
to Jerusalem at tho Feasts of Passover (March-April),
Pentecost (May-Junc), and Tabernacles (Sept.-Oct.) .
Women were not required to go, but to do 8o was
considered an act of piety. Twelva years old ; whon
a Jewish boy became a **son of the law", with a man's
responsibilities, putting on the phylacterics, or small
eather cascs worp on the forchesd snd upper left arm,
contning strips of parchment, on which were written
Ex. 13: 1-10; 13 : 11-16 ; Deut. 83 4-9; 11 .13-21.
After the custom. Mary and Joseph wero good
people, strict in their religious duties.

43-45. FulBlled the days. The icast lasted soven
days. ThaboyJesus (Rcv. Ver.) ;nolongera “ Babe’?

HOFMANN'S, THE BOY JESUS

van. Returned to Jerusa-
lem (Rev. Ver) ; a journcy
occupying the second day.
IL. IN TBE TEMPLE.—46-49. After three days;
that is, on the third day sinco they had scen Him. In
the tample ; prob:bly a chamber in the temple court
used for teaching and like purposcs. 8itting. The
scholar in sn Eastern school sits at the feet of his
teacher, Acts 22: 3. Doctors ; Jewish rabbis or
teachers of the law. Hearing ..asking .. qusstions.
Jesus was an eager Learner. Astonished ; at His
aptness and His wonderful answers. Mother said ..
Son ; literally, " Child"™, for such Ho was still to His
mother. Have sought thee sorrowing ;: in great
anguish. How is it..? Jesus is surpriscd, not at
their secking Him, but at their not knowing immed-
iately wiere to find Him. Wist; oow. In my




The Boy Jesus in the Temple 17

Father's house (Rev. Ver.). Mary had called Joseph
*Thy father'; Jesus reminds her that His Father is
God, whose house is the proper placo for Him, and
whoso will is His business.

III. IN TaE HOoME.—60-52. Understood not ;
did not take in the fi Il meaning of His words. Nor do
. we. Subject unto them ; zentle, loving and obed-
ient. Mother kept ; never forgetting, though she did
not clearly understand. Jesus. He has now outgrown
the title of “Boy"”, v. 43 (Rev. Ver.). Increased ;
advanced, like pioncers cutting down trees in the path
of an army. Wisdom and stature; mental snd
bodily growth. Favour with God and men (Rev.
Ver.). He enjoyed God's approval, and was a universal
favorite with those about Him.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
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The TeurLr S1TE to-day is a space of level ground,
partly grassy and partly covered by flat paving stones.
A flight of steps leads to a terrace about ten feet above
the level. On that upper terraco stands the Mohame
medan mosque called the Dome of the Rock. This
building, however, is only 1,200 years old. In the
days of Jesus the great altar for burnt offerings stood
there under the open sky in front of the holy temple.

LESSON QUESTIONS

40 What do we know of Jesus® life froms His infancy
till Ho was twelvo years of age? What is hero suid of
His bodily growth ? How did God rezard Him ? What
description is given of the boy David? (1 Sam. 16 :
11, 12)

41,42 When did a Jewish boy become a man?
Whither did the parents of Jesus take Him wher He
was twelvo years old ? For what purpose ? Where is
Christ called our Passover? (1 Cor. 5: 7))

43-45 How long did the Passover last 7 Explain the
tarrying of Jesus in Jerusalem, What shows His

parents’ confidence in Him ? What did they do as
soon a8 they missed Him ?

46-49 Whore was Jesus found? What was He
doing there ? At what wero tho onlookers astonished ?
What did Jesus’ mother say ? What was His answer ?

50-53 Whither did Jesus now go with His paronts ?
How did He behave towards them ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. At what age should boys and girls come to the
Lord's table ?

2. Populatity : when should it be sought, and when
not ?

A LESSON FOR LIFR

There i8 a story of a schoolboy who was tempted to
bad habits, pride and dishonesty, and to whom an
angel one evening came and showed some pictures,
In each of them one Boy appeared. Now He was at
play with His companions, as strong and active and
merry as any of them ; again He was at school, attend-
ing with all His might to the lesson of the hour ; once
more He was at work, planing industriously at a pisce
of wood, putting all His energy into the task; and
lastly, He was kneeling in prayer to His heavenly
Father with lowly reverence and childlike trust. The
schoolboy was 80 attracted by the wonderful Boy that
He asked God that he might become like Him. And
who could the perfect Boy be but Jesus ?

Prove from Scripture—7Tkat we should serte God
with diligence.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 5. Are there more
Gods than one? A. There is but One only, the living
and true God. Ques. 6. How many persons are there
in the Godhead ? A. There ar. three persons in the
Godhead ; the Father, the Son, and tbe Holy Ghost ;
and tbese three are one God, the same in substance
equal in power and glory.

The Question on Missiong—~6. What is the usual
plan of work when touring ?  The usual plan is to stay
a week or two at some large centro, visit all the neigh-
boring villages in the mornings, while the afternoons
and evenings are spent in the town where the tent is
pitched.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise. 29 (Supplemental
Lesson) ; 97 ; 116 ; 32 (Ps. Sel.) ; 519 (from PriMary
QUARTERLY) ; 520.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How is the growth of the Child Jesus deseribed 2e e v e i iiienieiiiies titniiieeraneenrnnnnnnnnnnn
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Lesson VII. THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST February 18, 1912

BETWEEN THE. LESSONS—An interval of cighteen years lies between last Lesson and that for to-day.
GOLDEN TEXT—Repent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.— Matthew 3 : 2.
Memorize vs. 8, 9 or 16, 17. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 3: 1-17. Study Mark
1: 1-8; Luke 3: 1-20. Read Matthew 3: 1-12.

1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tibe'rius
Cw'sas, Pon'tius Pi’late being governor of Jude'a,
and Her’od being tetrarch of Gal'ilee, and his brother
Phil'ip tetrarch of 2 Iturm’a and of the region of
Trachoni’tis, and La's;\'nins 2 the tetrarck of Abile'ne,

2 3An'nas and Cai‘aphas being the high priests,
the word of God came unto Joha the son of Zacha-
ri‘as in the wilderness.

3 And he came into all the ¢ country about. Jor’dan,
preachieg the baptism of repentance $ for the remis-
sion of sina; |

4 As it i3 written in_the book of the words of
¢ Esai’as the prophet, ?saving, The voice of one
crving in the wilderness, ¥ Prepare ye the way of the

cd, make his paths straight. .

5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain
and hill shall bg brought low , and the crooked shall
?be made straight, and the rough ways 19zhall b¢
made smooth ; .

6 And all flesh shall see the galvation of God.

7 1 Then said he to the multitude that came
forth to be baptized of him, 12 O gencration of \'igers.
who ‘;hath warned you to flee from the wrath to
come .

8 Bring forth thercfore fruits worthy of repentance,
and begin not to say within yourselves, We have
A’braham to our father : for I say unto_you, That
God i3 able of these stones to raise up children unto
A’brabam.

8 And “now also the axe is laid unto the root of
the trees: every tree thercfore +which bringeth
got forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the

re.
10 And the !'¢people asked bim, saying, What
37 shall we do then ? .

11 18 He answereth and saith unto them, He that
hath twn coats, let him impart to him that hath
none ; and he that hath 19 meat, let him do likewise.

12 30Then came als0 publicans to be baptized,
and 2 said unto_him, Master, what Zshall we do ?

13 And he said upto them, 3 Exact no more than
that which is appointed you. )

14 And 2the soldiers 2V likewise demanded of him,
saying, And * what shall we do? _And be said unto
them, Do violence to no man, neither 26accuse any
falsclv : and be content with your wages.

15 _And as the people were in_expec ation, and all
men ¥ mused in their hearts 23 of John, whether 29 he
were the Christ, or not ;. .

15 _John answered, saying unto them all, T indeed
baptize you with water : but 3% one mightier than I
cometh, the latzhet of whose shoes I am not worthy
to unloose : he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost
and with fire : .

17 Whose fan i» in his hand, Stand_ be will
throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat
into his garner ;: but the chaff he wiil burn ¥ with
fire unquenchable.

Revised Version—! the region of Iturza and Trachonitis; 20mit the ; 3in the high pricsthood of Annas

and Caiaphas, the ; 4region round about ; Sunto remission; *Isainh: 7

Omit saviug ; 8Make ye ready ;

9 become ; 19 Omit three wards ; & He said therefors to the multitudes that went out to be ; 2 Ye offspring
of ; B Oumit hath; Meven now is the axe also laid ; that bringeth ; 16 multitudes ; 37 then must we do ;
13 And he answered and said unto them ; ?food ; 2°And there came; 2 they said ; Zmust; 2 Extort;

3 also asked him ; 2 we, what must we do; 29exact anything wrongfully ; ? reasoned in ; 23 concerning ;
29haply he were the Christ ; 30 there cometh he that is mighticr than I ; 3 throughly to cleanse bis threshing:

floor, and to gather ; 32 up with unquenchable fire.

Daily Beadingx‘.*zCOurwsy. I.B.R.A.)—M.—The ministry of John the Baptist, Mark 1: 1-8. T.—The
ministry of John the Baptist, Luke 3 : 7-20. W —A disobedient people, Rom. 10 :13-21. Th—Vain oblations,

Isa 1:10-20. F—"I am the voice’’, John 1: 13-25.
ye'’, Matt. 3 : 1-12.

. ~—"'Rent to bless you'', Acts 3: 19-26. 8.—"Repent

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tee MESSENGER.—1, 2. In the fifteenth
year of the reign of Tiberius Cesar; which began
in A.D. 11. His *fiftcenth year", therefore, would be
A.D. 25. Pontius Pilate. Since the deposition in
B.C. 6, of Archclaus son and successor of H.orod the
Great, Judea had been ruled dircetly by a2 Roman
governor with headquarters at Casarca. Herod
(Antipas) ; another son of Herod the Great. Tetrarch;
literally, “'ruler of a fourth part”, but used also of the
ruler (subject to the Romans) of any small country.
Of Galilee ; the northernmost province of Galilee,
235 miles in length and breadth. Philip ; also a son of
the great Herod. Iturma and . . Trachonitis; a
region northeasl of Galilee. Lysaniss..of Abilene ;
in the Anti-Lebanon region north of Gelilee. Annas
(high priest A.D. 7-14, who had been deposed) and
Cziaphsas ; who held the ofice A.I). 1S<35. Annas
still retained great infiuence, and hence he is here
reckoaed as high priest along vwith Cainphas. The
word of God ; a spccial divina message.  Came unto
Jokn. Soech. 1.

8-6. Came ; from the “wilderaess” or desert west
of the Dcad Sea (sce ch. 1: 80). Country about
Jordan ; the Jordan Valley from the Dead Seca to the
Sea of Galilee. Preaching ; proclaiming. Baptism

of repentance ; baptlism connected with repentance,
as an outward sign of the inward turning from sin.
For tho remission of sins ; bridging the assurance
of forgiveness to the penitent. Written, ete. Sce
Isa. 40: 3. The voice. “The whole man was a
sermon.” Crying ; with compelling earncstness.
Prepare ye, ctc. Just as couriers were sent before
Oricntal monarchs when they traveled, to bid the
people prepare roads, so John came to prepare hearts
to receive thu Messiah. Valloy, ete. ; gorge or ravine,
—the road mmust be made level. Crooked ; winding
routes,—it is o be a stright road. Rough ways ;
rocky and broken ground,~—a smooth road. All flezh
(the whole human race), ete. Luke's Gospel em-
phasizes the truth that God's salvation is for all mun.

1I. THE MESSAGE.—7-9. Then said he ; “He
used, thercfore, to ssy”. Multitude. Sec Matt.
3:5; Mark 1: 5. To be baptized ; as o substitute
for repentance, as if the outward form of itself would
save them. Gencration of vipers ; crafty, deceitful,
insincere people. Wrath to coms ; the wrath of the
Messiah, who would reward the righteous, but punish
the wicked. Fruits worthy of repentance ; acts
which gave evidenco of true repentance. Begin not
to say, cte. Descent will not count for acceptanca
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with God. Of these stones ; the loose rocks of the
wilderness. And now ; though it is altogether un-
oxpected. Axe..unto the root, etc. Lastern trees
are valued mainly for their fruit : non-fruit-bearing
trees are cut down. So those who do not bring forth
the fruit of obedience to God will be cut off by the
Messiah.

10-14. The people ; the common people. Two
coats. The coat was the inner garment worn by the
Jews, Moeat ; food. It is practical kindness that is
required. Publicans ; collectors of the head tax and
customs duties. Soldiers ; likely Jews serving as
policc. Do violence ; use force to extort money.
Exact (Rev. Ver.) ; literally, *“show figs by shaking
the tree'’, that is, make the rich pay money by threats.
Wages ; literally, * cooked food”’,—rations ; and hence

III. THE MASTER.—15-17. In expectation ; of
some wonderful result from John's preaching, Whether
he were the Christ; the promised and expected
Messiah. X..baptize..with water ;as g picture of
the cleansing that penitence brings. One mightiev.
John was strong, but Christ was to be far stronger.
To unloose ; the work of a slave. With the Holy
Ghost and with fire. Christ would send the Holy
Spirit into the heart to cleanse it, as fire burns away
all dross and impurity. Fan ; the winnowing shovel
used to throw the threshed grain against the wind to
separate the chaff.

Jobn continued his ministry until he was imprisoned
by Herod. Vs, 18-20.

THE GEOGRAPH?Y LESSON
Tae Foros oF TRE Jon-
DAN are very numerous,
especially in tke northern
portion of the river, where
the bottom is more stony.
Says Dr. George Adam
Smith : *'Till the Romans
came, there were no bridges
in Palestine. . The shallow-
est ford is three feet deep,
and the bottom very mud-
dy.” It was at one of
these fords that John bap-
tized those who came to
him.
LESSON QUESTIONS

1,2 Who was the Roman emperor at the time of the

Lesson ? How long bad he reigned ? Who was ruler

over Judea ? Who over Galilee ? Over what territory
did Philip rule ? Who was high priest ?

3-6 Whither did Jobn come ? What was the subject
of his preaching? What prophecy did his coming
fulfil § TFor whose coming did he prepare the way 7
Show that the gospel is for all mankind. (1 Tim. 2 :4.)

7-9 How did John greet those who came to he bap-
tized ? What did he summon them to do? What
would be the penalty of non-fruit-bearing ? What did
Jesus say of failure to bear fruit ? (John 15 : G.)

10-14 What classes in John's audience are men-
tioned ? What did he require of each ?

16-17 What did John say of Christ in contrast to
himself ? What of Christ's baptism in contrast with
his own ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Would John have been more successful had he
been less stern ?
2. The second coat : should it always be given away?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

An army of men set to work, cutting down hills and
leveling up valleys, bridging rivers and tunncling
1ountsing, grading the roadbed and laying the steel,
until at last a great railway is completed. We have a
more magnificent task,—that of making a way by which
the blessings of salvation may reach the uttermost
parts of the carth. And the first bit of work we must
do is to break down our own selfishness, which makes
us unwilling to spend our money and our strength in
this great work.

Prove from Scripture—That Christ should rule
oter the whole world.

Shorter Oatechism—Ques. 7. What are the
decrees of God? A. The decrees of God are, his
eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will,
whereby, for his own glory, he hatn forcordained
whatsoever comes to pass.

The Question on Missions—7. What do the work-
ers do on entering a village 7 An audience is found in
various ways. Singing, somctimes acecompanied by a
musical instrument, is often effective in getting it.
Then the gospel message is given, followed by distri-
bution of tracts or selling of books. Inquirers and
others are welecomed to the tent, and mectings are also
held there. At night, large audicnces are sccured by
using & magic lantern.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 29 (Supplemental
Lesson) ; 129 ; 134; 17 (Ps: Secl.); 581 (from PRIMARY
QUARTERLY) ; 151.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How does Luke date the beginring of John's ministry 2..cueie i viriiiieirveneriiierraennane

2. What description of John's mission is quoted from lsaiah 7............. retreeeetieiaaran R

T T L LR R R R R R R R Y ceestee .o

3. Give John's account of the work of the Messiah................. N RN

R R R R R R R R R T



fom i

20 The Home Study Quarterly

Lesson VIII.

THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION

February 25, 1912

OF JESUS

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The Lesson follows closcly on that for last Sabbath.
GOLDEN TEXT—For in that he himself hath guffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are
tempted.—Hebrews 2: 18. Matil 41 St
Merorize vs. 3, 4. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Mark 1:9-11; Matthew 4 : 1-11. Study
Mark 1: 9-13’; Matthew 4 : 1-11. Read Luke 4 : 1-13 ; Hebrews 2 : 17, 18; 4: 14-16.

9 And it came to pasg in those days, that Je'sus
came from Naz'areth of Gal'ilee, and was baptized of
John in 1 Jo<’dan. )

10 And straightway coming up out of the water,
he saw the heavens 2opened, and the Spirit ? like a
dove descending upon him : .

11 ¢ And there came a voice from heaven, saying,
Tlhou ésrt my beloved Son, in 5 whom I am wel

eased. ..
P Matt. 4: 1 Then was Je'sus led up of the spirit
into the wilderness to be fempted of the devil.

2 And when be had fasted forty days and forty
nights, © be was afterward an bungred. .

3 And ?when the tempter came to him, he said.
If thou Sbe the Son of God, command that these
stones ® be made bread. . L.

4 But he answered ard said, It is written. Mao
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

5 Then the devil taketh him 0up into the holy
city, and ! setteth him on a Kmnncle of the temple,

6 And saith unto him, If thou 8be the Son of God,
cast thyself down : for it_is written, He shall give
his angels charge concerning thee: and !2in their
hands they shafl bear thee up, lest ¥at any time
thou dash thy foot against a stone. .

7 Je'sus said unto him, 4 It is written again, Thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. |

8 Again, the devil taketh him ¥ up into an exceed-
ing ugh mounain, and sheweth him all the king-
doms of the world, and the glory of them ; .

9 And 163aith unto him, ALl these things will I
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.

10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence,
Sa’tan : for it is written, Thou shalt worship the
Yord thy God, and him oniyv shalt thou serve.

11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels
came and ministered unto him.

Revised Version—! the ; 2rent asunder ; 3 as ; 4 and a voice came out of the heavens, Thou art ; 3 thee ;
she afterward hungered; ?the tempter came and said unto him; Sart; ®become bread ; 1°0mit up ;
1 he set him on the pinnacle ; 20p ; 13 haply thou ; ! Again itis written ; 15 unto an ; 1¢he said.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, 1.B.R.A.)—M.—The baptism and temptation of Jesus, Mark 1: 9-13. T.—

The baptism and temptation of Jesus, Matt. 4 : 1-11.

W.—Jobn's testimony, John 1:29-3t. Th—Like unto

oursclves, Heb. 4 : 9-16. F.—A richer blessing, Acts 19 : 1-8. 8. —Promise to the fsitbful, Rev. 3: 7-12. S.—

Promise to the tried, James 1 : 1-12.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

EASTERN CAKES OR LOAVES

1. Tee BaPTISM.—9. It came to pass ; it bap-
pened, & Hebrew form of expression. In those days ;
while Jobn was preaching and baptizing. Jesus ; now
about thirty years of ‘age, Luke 3 : 23. Came from
Nazareth ; His home, a town midway between the Sea
of Galilee and the Mediterrancan. Baptized of John;
in spite of Jobn's unwillingness (Matt. 3 : 14, 15), in
order that, although He was Himself without &in, He
might make Himself in all respects one with those Ho
came to save. In Jordan ; probably at a ford of the
river in or near Galilee. Bethabara (John 1 : 28) may
bave been twelve miles south of the Lake of Galilee.

10, 11. Straightway ; a frequent word in Mark's
swift, vivid story. He saw ; while He was praying,
Tuke 3: 21. Jobn also saw (sec John 1 : 32-34).
Heavens opened ; cleft or “rent assunder” (Rev.
Ver.). 8pirit; the Holy Spirit. Like a dove ; in
bodily form, Luke 3 : 22. The dove was the emblem
of gontlencss and purity. Descending upon him ;

and entering into Bim as a permanent dwelling-place.
A voice from heaven ; God's voice calling Him to His
great mission. (Compare ch. 9 : 7 and John 12 : 28.)
My beloved Son ; who shares the divine nature in all
its power and glory. (See Ps. 2 :7.) 'Son” was a title
of the Messizh : God here declares His approval of the
divine Son's taking upon Him this office and work.
I am well pleased ; literally, *‘I came to take pleas-
ure”, God's expression of His eternal love to the Son,
and His approval of Jesus earthly life hitberto.

II. TRE TEMPTATION.—Matt. 4:1-4. Then ;
immediately after the baptism and the descent of the
Spirit. Led up ; from the valley of the Jordan to the
higher, loneclier **wilderness’ northwest of Jericho, the
abode of wild beasts, Mark 1: 13. Of the Spirit;
who leads God's children into darkness and conflict,
when necessary, as well as into brightness and peace.
To bo tempted ; put to the test before entering oh His
life work. The devil ; God's foc and man's tempter.
Fasted ; so absorbed in thought about His work that
He feclt no desire for food. Xorty ; a round number.
Hungered (Rev. Ver.) ; a proof that He was really
human. Son of God ; the Messiah, who was expected
to work miracles. Stones ; the loaf-like lumps of lime-
stone that littered the grourd. Bread ; to satisfy His
hunger. Answered : from scripture (Deut. 8 : 3), His
armor in every conflict. Not ..by bread alone. God
can, if He chooses, sustain life without bread. By
every word. Jesus came to teach men to live a life of
trust in God ; to use His power to make bread of
stones for Himself would have shown want of that
trust.

§-7. Taketh him up ; in imegivation. The holy
city ; Jerusalem. The pinnacle of the temple (Rev.
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Ver.) ; & name given to some well known part of tho
temple overlooking a steep height. Cast thyself
down ; and by rcmaining unharmed convince tho
people at once that you are the Messiah, Itis written.
Satan backs his suggestion by scripturo (see Ps. 01 ¢
11, 12). But be omits “in all thy ways'. To fling
oneself dowa from a height i3 not going in one's ways,
but out of them. Jesus said ; answering misquoted
scripture with scripture (sce Deut. 6: 16). Thou
shalt not tempt ; challenge God to do things that are
ble and u V.

8-11. Taketh him up ; again in imagination. An
exceeding high mountain ; such as the one that
overlooked Jericho. Sheweth him, etc. From tho
mountain Jesus would see with His imagination the
land of Isracl, and far beyond. All these..will X give
thee. Jesus came to win the world for Ged ; but if
He should achieve the conquest in the devil's way, it
had been the devil’s gift. Get thee hence, Satan ;
an indignant and contemptuous denial,—no idolatry
for the loyal Son of God ! (See Deut. 6 : 13.) Leaveth
him ; “for a season”, Luke says (ses Luke 4: 13).
Angels. .ministered unto him ; as they do to all
who choose the path of obedience to God rather than
that of seli-pleasing.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

TaE WILDERNESS OF JU-
DpEA i8 the region twenty
hours' travel in length and
five in breadth, between
the Central Range of
mountains running north
and south, likea backbone
through Palestine, and the
Dead Sea. It is an un-
even, undulating teble-
land, where conical hills
and rocky hillocks arise,
where deep ravines are
cut between steep walls of
rock ; it fallsdown towards
the cast—here in gradu-l
declivities, there in sudden and abrupt slopes—in the
direction of the Red Sea, situated 1,500 or 2,00V fect
below. .

LESSON QUESTIONS
9 About Fhat age was Jesus at His baptism ? Where
was Nazareth ? Why did Jesus seck baptism at the
hands of John ? Where did the baptism take place ?
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‘Whero is it said that Jesus was made sin for us? (2
Cor. 5:21.)

10, 11 What did Jesus sce immediately aftor His
baptism? Who descended upon Him? In what
form ? Who spoke to Him ? What did God mean by
calling Jesus His Son? Find the passage in which
Jesua ig called *' the express image*' of God's *' Person".
(Heb. 1 3)

Matt. 4 : 1-4 Whither did the Spirit lead Jesus?
For what purpose ? Why did Jesus fast ? How did
He show that He was really human ? Describe the first
temptation and explain Jesus’ answer.

6-7 What was the second temptation and Jrsus
answer ? What is it to *‘tempt” God ?

8-11 Give an account of the third temptation. How
did Jesus meet it 2 Where is He said to have been *'in
all points tempteq like as we are™ 2 (Heb. 4 . 15.)

FOR DISCUSSION

1. What if Jesus were not the Son of God ?
2. Is temptation beneficial or injurious ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Once the Duke of Wellington, in a foreign country,
was trying to get his soldiers into a place of safety.
But between him and that place was a deep and rapid
river. Not a sign of a bridge or ford could be found.
At last the Duke weut to a hilltop with his telescope,
and away down the strenm he saw a town on one side
and a village on the other. He reasoned that between
the town and village there must be a bridge, and when
he sent some men by night to investigate, they came
back saying that there was a bridge. Sometimes there
scems no way to escape from our temptations, But
there is & way. It is 8 way that Jesus bhas made, and
it leads us to rafety.

Prove from Scripture—That Jesus calls kis follow-
ers brethren.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 4-7.

The Question on Missions—8. Is there much
opportunity for medical work in the villages ? There
are many requests to relieve sickness and suffering, and
tho medical missionary has patients coming to the tent
for treatmont. The medical work is of special value
in overcoming hostility, as well as showing the people
a very practical side of Christianity.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 29 (Suppleraental
Lesson) ; 105; 116 ; 34 (Ps. Sel.) ; 71 (from PRiMary
QUARTERLY) ; 250,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. Describe the events which happened at Jesus’ baptism...ccceciiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiienaiineniincees
2. Mention the three temptations of JESUB. .« v vvveeetterrieetiiietnnienranaetteacanianocaaes Ceeeeen
3. What apswer did He make t0 each of them 7. cveveereetreesestetsensaretecotennnnaseciscaricsene

[
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Lesson IX.

*THE CALL OF THE FIRST DISCIPLES

March 3, 1912

BETWREN THE LESSONS-—Bectween last Lesson and to-day's come the events of John 1:18 to & : 47,
extending through over a year. These bring us to the secord Passover of our Lord's ministry (sec Jobn §: 1 and
compare John 2 :13). Soon afterwards John the Baptist was imprisoned (sce Matt. 4 :12; Mark 1:14, 15
Luke 3 : 19, 20), and Jesus thercupon went from Judea into Galilee. Having been rejected by His fellow townsmen
at Nazareth (Luke 4 : 28-31), He took up His abode at Capernaum.

GOLDEN TEXT—The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.—Matthew 9: 37, 38.
Memorize vs. 16, 17. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Mark 1 : 14-28. Study Mark 1 :14-28 ;
Luke 5: 1-11. Read Matthew 4 : 18-22,

14 Now after that John was ! put in prison, Je'sus
came into Gal'ilee, preaching the gospel of 2the
kingdom of God, ) .

15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the king-
dom of God 1s at hand : repent ye, and believe 3 the
gospel.

16 ¢ Now as he walked by the sea of Gal'ilece, he
saw Si‘mon and An’drew % his brother casting a net
3into the sea . for they were fishers.

17_And Je'sus said unto them, Come ye after me,
and I will make you to become fishers of men.

18 And straightway they 6forsook their nets,
and followed him.

19 And 7 when he had gone a little farther thence,
he saw James the son of Zeb’edee, and Jobn his
brtther, who also were in the 8ship mending ? their
nets,

20 And straightway he called them : znd they
left their father Zeb’edee in the 8ship with the hired
servants, and went after him.

21 And they '9went into Caper'naum; and

straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the
synagogue, and taught. . .

22 And they were astonished at his !t doctrine :
for he taught them as onc '2that had authority,
and not as the scribes, . X

23 And ¥ there was in theic synagogue 1 man with
an unclean spirit ; and he cried out,

24 Saying, 1 Let us alone; what have we to do
with thee, thou Je’sus of Naz’areth ? art thou come
to destrey us ? I know thee who thou art, the Holy
One of God. . .

25 And Je’sus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy
peace, and come out of him. K .

26 And 13 when the unclean spirit had torn him,
and cried with a loud voice, 1#he came out of him.

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they
questioned among themselves, saying, 7 What thing
is this 7 what new doctrine 3 this ¢ for with authority
commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they
18 do obey him. . .

28 And 1%immediately his fame spread abroad
throughout all the region round ahout Gal‘ilee.

Revised Version—! delivered up ; 20mi? the kingdom of ; 3in ; ¢ And passing along by ; 5 the brother
of Simon ; ¢left the nets; 7 going on a little further, he: 8boat; %the; 1°go; ! teaching; !2 having
authority ; B straightway ; 4 Omit Let us alone ; 15 the unclean spirit, tearing him and crying with ; 1¢Omat
he ; 17 What is this ? a'pew teaching | with authority he commandeth even ; 180mit do3 19 the report of
him went out straightway everywhere into all the region of Galilee round about.

Daily Readinga—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The call of the first disciples, Mark 1 : 14-28. T.—The call of
the first disciples, Luke 5 : 1-11, W.—Moscs called, Ex. 3 : 1-10. Th.—Joshus called, Josh 1: 1-7. F—Samuel

called, 1 Sam. 3 :1-10. S.—Isaigh called, Isa. 6 : 1-8.

8.—The disciples’ great Example, John 13 : 1-15.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. By THE SEA.—14, 15. After..John..put in
prison ; by Herod Antipas, the ruler of Galilee, because
the bold preacher had rebuked that prince for taking
his brother's wife, Luke 3 : 18-20. Jesus came into
Galilee ; after a previous ministry of a year in Judea
(sce John 2: 13 to 5: 47, and compnre Between the
Lessons). Preaching the gospel of God (Rev. Ver.);
declaring, like a herald, the good news sent by God to
men. The time is fulfiiled ; the time determined and
foretold when the Messiah should come. Xingdom
of God .. at hand; the kingdom which Jesus came to
set up in the hearts of men throughout the world.
Repent ye ; forsake sin, because only by doing so can

g 3
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you enter the kingdom. Jesus repeats Jobn's .
Matt. 3: 2. Believe in the gospel (Rev. Ver. ); trust
in the good news from God,—an addition to the mes-
sage of the Baptist.

16-18. By tho sea of Galiles. The shores of this
fresh water lake, of 12 mileslong by 6 in extreme width,
were the chief scence of Jesus® Galilean ministry. Simon
and Andrew ; who had already met Jesus whilo they
were disciples of John, and had followed Him from
Bethabara (John 1 : 28) iato Galilee, John 2: 1, 2.
Casting a net ; the fisher's word for using a hand net,
tent-shaped, and throwa from boat or land and drawn
back by a cord. Fishers. The lake was famous

FISHERMEN DRAWING THEIR NETS

throughout the world for its fishing trade. Come ye
after me ; follow Me as My disciples. Make you to
become ; under My training. Fishers of men ; to
gather men into the kingdom, as they had caught fish
in their nets. Straightway. Jesus is to be followed
at any cost and promptly.

19, 20. James . . and John ; who, like Peter and
Andrew, bad been with Jesus before. In the ghip ;
Rev. Ver., “*boat", a small craft for oars or sails used

*This Lesson has been cclected to be treated as a Special Missionary Lesson for the Quarter.
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by fishermen. Mending their nets ; as Poter and
Andrew had been casting theirs. Straightway ; their
work unfinished, Jesus’ business was so urgent.

I1. IN THE SYNAGOGUE.—21, 22. Capernaum.
Seo Between the Lessons. The synagogue ; a Jewish
place of worship. Taught. Any well known teacher
was permitted to take part in the synagogue service.
Astonished ; struck out of their senses, the word
means. Doctrine ; Rev. Ver., *teaching”. Author-
ity ; as one having knowledge in Himsell. Not as the
gcribes ; the official teachers of the law, who merely
repeated the opinions of teachers before them.

23-26. An unclean spirit ; a demon dwelling in
the man and completely mastering him. Cried out ;
excited by the new voice speaking with such authornty.
What have we to do with thee, etc.? The man
speaks for the demon and the demon speaks for all
those like him. To destroy us ? The demons feared
that Jesus would not only cast them out, but send them
back to their home and their master, Satan. I know
thee. The demon had told the man who Jesus was.
The Holy One of God ; the One set apart for God
and employed in His service. Jesus rebuked him ;
charged him sharply. Hold thy peace ; literally,
“Be muzzled”. Come out ; and let go of your vic-
tim. Torn him ; literally, “convulsed him*. Cried
with a loud voice ; raging, but compelied to obey.

27, 28. All amazed ; at the man's sudden and
complete recovery. Questioned ; literally, “sought
together”, di d among th lves. Straightway
(Rev. Ver.). The news spread like wildfire. Region
of Galilee round about ; that is, about Capernaum.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

At the northern end of
the Sea or Lake of Galilee

LESSON QUESTIONS

14, 15 After what event did Jesus go to Galilee ?
Givo somo account of His previous ministry. What
did Jesus do in Galilee 7 Describe the kingdom which
He said was at hand. How alone can that kingdom be
entered ¥ How did Jesus' message resemble and how
differ from that of John ? What did Paul tell the jailer
at Philippi he must do to be saved ? (Acts 16 : 31.)

16-20 What four men did Jesus summon to follow
Him? Tell of their previous meeting with Him,
What paratle of Jesus likens the kingdom of heaven
toanct? (Matt. 13 : 47, 48.)

21, 22 What was it in the teaching of Jesus that
specially impressed His hearers? How did Jesus tell
His disciples to regard the teaching of the scribes?
(Matt. 23 : 1-3.)

28-26 Describe the mirscle which Jesus wrought in
the synagogue. What did the evil spirit call Jesus ?

27, 28 Describe the effect of the miracles on the be-
holders.

FOR DISCUSSION

1. What does following Jesus mean ?
2. What right has Jesus to our obedience ?

A LE3SON FOR LIFE

When Johann Sorensen, one or the early Moravian
missionaries, was asked if he was ready to go to La-
brador, he answered : *Yes, to-morrow, if you give
me a pair of shoes.” It is stout-hearted, resolute
warriors like this that are needed for the work of
missions, men ready to start for any place and to do
any work the moment they hear the Lord’s bidding.

Prove from Scripture—7That Jesus honored the
Sabbath.

: o
Chorazen, . s& stands the town of Tinnt- Shorter Catechism—Ques. S. How doth God
Cepernav \ as, which has nowapopu-  erecule his decrces? A, God exccuteth his decrees
G lation of about 4,000. iy the works of creation and providence.
@ Thclr;: s o ,’“‘35‘3”' with a The Question on Missions—9. Is there any
well equipped hospital,  gpnein] effort made to reach the village women? Lady
lz l(x:xlxlder B the United Free  pyeqonaries tour among the villages, and the wives of
3 Tiberdas cit;l:sn:fhi;::g?‘nf;) icz::'z the missionaries who pany their husbands on tour
< ¢ dismusti St a do m}xch in vlsmfxg and teaching the women. This
of disgusting & 80€  work is carried on in much the same way as among the
3 e frightful  wretchedness™.  10n byt includes less street work and more house to
o ano.k I.t .xs one of the four sacred 30060 visitation.
o 1_0,79‘; cities of the Jews, the Lesson Hymns—Book of Praisc, 20 (Supplemental
W% " pethshan others being Jerusalem,  Lesson) ; 245 ; 239 ; 35 (Ps. Scl.) ; 534 (from PRIMARY
Hebron and Safed. QUARTERLY) ; 242.
FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. Deseribe briefly the calling of the four disciples by the SC&. . vvviiiiin it iiiiiieenenn. I,
2. What great work did Jesus do in the synagogue?......... Cereeaeann et eeteeteseseaasarestennnnnnn
3. What was the cffect on the hearers, of Jesus' mirac'e and teacking ?2............... P PN
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Lesson X.

The Home Study Quarterly
JESUS THE HEALER

March 10, 1912

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The Lesson follows immediately on that for last Sabbath.
GOLDEN TEXT—Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.—Matthew 8: 17.

Memorize vs. 40, 41.
Matthew 4 : 23-23,

29 And ! forthwith, when they were come out of
the svnagogue, they 2entered wnto the house of
Si‘mon and An‘drew, with James and John.

30 3 But Si‘mon's wife's wother lay sick of a fever,
and ! anon they tell him of her.

31 And he came and took her by the hand, and
4lifted her up ; and $ immediately the fever left uer,
and she ministered unto_them.

32 And ateven, when the sun did sct, they brought
unto him all that were ¢ discased, and them that were
possessed with devils.

33 And all tbe city was gathered together at the

oor.

.34 And he healed many that were sick 7 of divers
diseases, and cast out many devils 1 and #sufiered
not the devils to speak. because they knew him.

35 Azq in the morning, Yrising up a great while
before day, he ¥went out, and departed into a
U golitary place. and there prayed X .

36 And Si‘mon and they that were with him fol-
lowed after him. . .

37 And 2when they had found him, they said
unto him, All 3 men seck for thee. 3

35S And he ' s2id unto them, Let us go Binto the

. Revised “ersion—3 straightway ; 2cameinto ;
Twith; she .

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Mark 1 : 29-45.
Read Luke 4 . 38-44 : 5:12-16; Matthew 8 : 1-4,

Study Mark 1: 2945 ;

next townsg, that [ may preach there also : for
18 '.:g;;:rfe\fo‘\iel came I f;)r:.lh. t.h h b

And b ;17 preached in their synagogues throuvgh-
out ali Gal’ilee, #3and cast out devils.

.40 And there 1® came a leper to him, beseeching
him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him,
If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

41 And 20Je’sus, moved with compassion, 2 put
forth Ais hand, and touched him, and saith unto him,
I will ; be thou =clean. .

42 And Zas s00n as he had spoken, immediatel
the leprosy departed from him, and he was = cleansed.

43 And he 3 straitly charged him, and ! forthwith
sent him Saway:

44 And saith unto him, See thou say anthing to
any man : but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest,
and offer for thy cleansing 2 those things which
Mo’ses commanded, for a testimony unto them.

45 But he went out, and began to publish it much,
and to 3'blaze abraad the matter, insomuch that
Je'sus could no more openly enter into 38 the city.,
but was_without in desert places: and they came
to him from every quarter.

" 3 Now Simon's ; ¢raised ; # Omil immediately ; 8sick ;
Omu rising up 3 1%rosc up and went out ;  desert place ; ¥ they found him, and say unto ;

Bare seeking t 23 Wsuith | Belsewhere into 7 18to this end ; 17 went into their ; 8 preaching and casting
out; ¥comett 1o him a leper; 2Ybeing moved ;  he stretched forth ; ®made clean ; @ straightway the
leprosy ; 2istrictly : Sout; 38 the things : ¥spread abroad ; **a.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A)—N.—Jesus the Healer, Mark 1:29-33. T.—Jesus the Healer,
Mark 1.3045. W.—Evil spirit east out, Mark 7 : 24-30. Th.—Hearing and speech restored, Mark 7 : 31-37.
F.—The palsied healad, Luke 5§:16-26. S.—~The dead raised, Matt. 9 :18-26. S.—Prophecy fulflled, Luke

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

4:14:22

I. MIRACLES.~—29-31. Straightway (Rev Ver).
Wonder followed swiftly on wonder through this Sab-
bath day (v. 21) of marvels. House of Simon and
Andrew ; where Jesus had most likely been a visitor be-
fore. Wifs's mother ; who would doubtless, bad shs
been able, have eagerly hastened to welcome the Friend
of the houscheld. Sick of a fever ; “a great fever'’,
Luke the physician (Col. 4: 14) tells us (Luko 4: 38), 3
case of typhus. Anon ; Rev. Ver., *stragh 3"

and on into the
dark amongst the
tortured and rav-
ing crowd with
health-restoring
word (Matt. S:
16) and touch.
Divers (various)
di. Thcre

Mark’s favorite word again. Tell him ; with great
wistfulness in their hearts, no doubt.  Would Jesus
heal this sick one? Took her by the hand ; thus
fixing ber reind on Himeelf as her Healer.  Raised her
up (Rev. Ver.): made her situp.  The fever left her;
i diately, without ing its course. Ministered
unto them ; took up again her houschold duties, so
swift and real and completo was the cure.

32. Ateven. TheJewscounted their day from sun-~
sct o sunset. The word “evening' included some
time before sundowa, and thercfore when the sun did
sot is added to show that the Sabbath bad actually
closed. Brought. It would, according to the Jewish
rabhis or teachers, have been breaking the Sabbalh wo
have doae this carlier.  All .sick (Rev. Ver) : from
evary street of the city, and doubtless also from the vil-
Isges and country round about. Them. .possesssd
with devils ; those under the mastery of demons, who
were sublects and servants of tho devil.

33,346, Allthecity. Themiraclein thesynagogue
(vs. 23-25) drew an immense crowd to tho door of
Feter'shouse. Healed many ; going aboutin thodusk

was a great van-
ety of curcs.
Suffered not . .
to speak; lest
they should de-
clare Him to be
the Son of God
{scc cb. 3: 11,
12). Jesus did
not wish to Te-
ccive help from such 2 source. Xnew him ; to be the
Christ. Luke adds (sce Luke & : 41).

II. PREACHING.—35-$3. In the morning, ol 3
the carlier portion of the last of the four Jewish night-
watches, from 3 to 6 a.m. A solitary place ; near Ca-
permaum.  Prayed ; “'was praying'' when He was
found. Yollowed after him ; bunted Him down
after hand and persisteat seaxch. All ares sesking
thee (Rev Ver). Thedisciples were eager for Jesus to
follow up the success He had won. Let us go else-
where (Rev. Ver.)..next towns; literally, “village
towns'’, tho large villsges with which Galilee was thickly

READIRG PLACE,SYNRAGOGUE




Jesus the

atudded. Jesus wished to reach all the people, favoring
aone. ThatImaypreach. Prcaching was the prin-
cipal work Jesus came to do. Therofors came X
forth ; from Capernaum (v. 35). He had visited it,
taught and healed there and then Ho went clsewhere.
Cast out devils. In this way He showed His great
power and best illustrated the work of the gospel.
Jesus camo to do men good in body and soul.

TII. ANOTEER MIRACLE.—40-45. Aleper; and
therefore compelled to live away from his home aund out~
side village or city gates (see Lev 13 : 45, 46). If thou
wilt, thou canst make me clean ; from this loath-
some discase with its terrible separation from home and
‘Dome comparions. Themsan had faithin Jesus® power ;
he was not sure as to His willingness. Moved with
compassion, ctc. The sight of need and distress com-
pelled Jesus to give help and healing. Touched him ;
in sympathy and power. I will ; and what Jesus wills
isdope. Bethouclean ;in body andin theeyesof the
law. Straightway (Rev. Ver.). etc. The cure was
immediate and therefore muraculous.  Straitly
(Rov. Ver. Margin, *‘sternly'’) charged him, etc.
Jesus did not wish His work of preaching to be hindered
by demands for healing. Go thy way ; to Jerusalera.
On the rest of the verse sce Lev., ch. 13. V. 45 tells
how the man’s disobedience brought about the very re-
suit against which Jesus had sought to guard.

ORIENTALISM

The LEr£re in Palestine to-day are segregated by
order of the Turkish Government in a few chief towns.
They live in huts provided by the Government at Sil-
wip, Ramlch and Nabliie. Az Damascus, also, there is
a leper nity, some bers of which are drawn
rom Palestine, but the majority from Syria and about
Damascus. Besides, there are about 60 Iepers in tho
Moravian Hospital in Jerusslem. Including these,
there are between 100 and 120 lepers in Jerusalem, sbout
25 at Ramlceb, and about 40 at Nabliis,

LESSON QUESTIONS

329-81 To whose home did Jesus go from the syna-
goguc? Deseribe the sickness of Simon's mother-in-
law. Why wasJesus toldofit? Deseribe the method
of His healing. How wss tho cure proved to be com-
plete 7 Where does Luke tell us of women that minis-
tered to Jesus 7 (Luke 8: 2, 3.)

332-34 Describe the bealings st sunset.  What word
ndicates the variety of theeures?  Why did Jeses for-

Healer 25
bid tho evil apirits to speak ? Of what prophecy did
Matthew see a fulfilment in these cures? (Golden
Text.)

35-39 Whither did Jesus go 2 At what time ? For
what purpose? Who searched Him out ? What did
they wish Him to do? Why did He refuse? Where
did Ho now preach ? What special miracles did He
work ?

40-45 Describe the healing of the leper 7 What did
Jesus charge him not to do 7 Did he obey? What
was the result of his publishing the cure ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Can one ever be too busy for prayer ?
2. Issin worse than sickaess ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Tt is seid that Leonardo da Vinei, the famous artist,
while still & pupl, was asked by his master to finish a
picture which he had begun, but which the weakness of
age prevented his completing. Da Vinci secized the
brush, and kaoeeling before the easel, prayed : **Itis for
the sake of my beloved master that I implore skill and
power for this undertaking.”” The picture, when fia-
ished, was so beautiful that the master sceing it, ex-
claimed, * I paint no more.’* The service we arc called
to render for Jesus' sake may be as simple as that of
Peter’s mother-in-law ; but if we do our best wo shall
receive the Master’s welcome praise.

Prove from Scripture—7T4al Jesus is compassionale.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 9. What i3 the work
of creation? A. The work of creation is, God's
making all things of nothing, by the word of his
power, in tlc space of six days, and all very good.
Ques. 10, How did God create man?  A. God created
man male and female, after bis oww image, in knowl-
edge, and holi with dominion
over the creaturcs.

The Question on Missions—10. How arc the
missionaries and their helpers received in tho villages ?
Sometimes they aro wel d and tho il d
to gladly, sincere scekers are met, and there are carnest
requests for further instruction. In ssme villages the
poople aro afraid and suspicious. Sometimes tho visit
is roceived with indiff . and someti with
opposition.

Lesson Eymns—Book of Praise, 29 {Supplemental
Lesson) ; 121 ; 148 ; 338 (Ps. Sel.) ; 366 (from PriMany
QUARTERLY) ; 151,

n

ht,
gl

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Tell bricfly the story of the healing of Simon’s mother-in-iaw

D L e R LT R L T T T esssesnes

2. Why did Jesus refuse to return to Caperosum ?

3. How was Jesus® ministry ia cities hiadered ?...

..................... Seessssectrsacacecnscansonnns
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"The tidings quickly spread from
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Lesson XI. THE PARALYTIC FORGIVEN AND HEALED March 17, 1912

BRTWEEN THE LESSONS—The Lesson follows closely on the last.

GOLDEN TEXT-—Bless the Lord, O my sou), and forget not all his benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities ;
who healeth all thy diseases.—Psalm 103 : 2, 3.
Memorize vs. 9-11. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Mark 2: 1-12. Read Luke 5: 18-26;
Matthew 9: 1-8.

1 And 'again he entered into Caper’naum  sfter
some days ; 2and it was noised that he was in the
house.

.2 And 3straightway many were gathered together,
¢insomuch that there was ¥ no room to receive them,
no, not ¢so much as about the door: and he
¥ preached the ward unto them.

3 And they come 3 unto him, bringing one sick of
the palsy, ¢ which was horne of four,

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him
for the 12 press, they uncovered the roof where he
was : and when they had broken iz up, they let
down the bed 3t wherein the sick of the palsy lay.

. § 32 When Je'sus saw their faith, he said unto_the
sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins 33 be forgiven ¥ thee.

6 But there were certain of the scrbes sitting
there, and reasoning in their hearts,

7 Why doth this man thus ¥ speak blacphemies ?
who can forgive sins but 1¢ God only ? . .

.8 And 7immediately when Je'sus perceived in
his spirit that theyr so reasoned within themselves,
35he ‘said unto_them, Why reason ye these things
in your hearts? | . .

9 Whether 1?13 it casier tn say to the sick of the
palsy, Thx sins 1 be forgiven ¢ thee ; or to say, Arise,
and take up thy bed, and walk ?

10 But that ye may know that the Son of man
hath power on carth to forgive sins, (he saith to the
sick of tho palsy.) .

11 I say unto thee, Arise, ?and take up thy bed,
and go 2° thy way into thine honse.

12 And immediately he acose, tosk up the bed,
and went forth before them all 1 insamuch that they
were all amazed, and gloritied God, saying, We never
saw it on this fashion.

Bevised Version—! when he entered again into ; 2Qmil and ; 30mit straightway: ¢s5 that; Sno
longer room for them ; ¢cven about 3 7spake ; #bringiag unto him n man : ?Omit which was ; 19 crowd §
2 whereon ; 2 And Jesus secing their faith saith unto; Bare; HOmit thee: P speak ? he blasphemeth ;
18ane, even God ; 17 straightway Jesus, percciving ; 18 saith unto 3 %15 easier ; 2% unto thy kouse;  he arose,

and straightway took.

Daily Readings—{Courtesy, I.B R.A.)—M.—The pamalytic forgiven and healed, Mark 2: 1-12. T.—A
songof thanksgiving, Ps. 118 : 14-2). W —Forgivenasss through Christ, 1John2 : 1-6. Th.—"Noa* other name ™',
Actsd: 512, F.—Faithand works, James2 : 14-24. S.—An cxampleof faith, Luke 7 : 1-10. S.—The joy of for-

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

giveness, Ps. 103 :1-12.

I. FarTA.~1, 2. Again; for the
first time since He had left the city on
Ris preaching tour through Galilee,
ch. 1:35. After some days. We
do not know how long the preaching
tour bad lasted. It was noised.

street to street of the return of the
great Preacker and Hesler. In the
house “at home' or “‘indoors’ :
probably the house was Peter’s (sce
ch., 1: 20-31). DMany were gath-
ereG. The cvents of ch. 1 2134
(sce Lessons IX. and X.) were fresh in
the minds of the townspeople. hence

II. FORGIVENESS.~—S$-7. When
Jesus saw their faith ; the confi-
dence in Himself of the paralytic and
his fricnds,—which was the link be-
tween human need and Jesus' power
to meet it (see chs. 5:34,36;6:35,6 ¢
09:23; 10: 32). Son; literally,
*child"”, a tender address.  Matthew
adds (Matt. 9: 2) “Be of good
cheer” Thy sins are forgiven
(Rev. Ver).  Jesus bestows the
greater gift of pardon before Jhe lesser
one of healing.  The man’s sin may
have been the cause of his sickness.
1f so, Jesus deals with the root of the

the thranging multitude. No roora.
The house wastoo small for the crowd,

AN EASTERK BED

discase first, then with the aymptom.
Scrioes; students and teachers of the

and there wasnot room for themeven

outside nrar the door.  Preached the word ; the gos-
el or glad tidings of the kingdom of God. with the ze-
companying eall to repentanee and {aith, ch. 1:14,
15, 22,

3, 4. They come. . bringing ; in faith, to thegreat
Healer. Onesick of the palsy ; a disease which takes
away the power of the limbs. Borzne of four. Matth-
cw says (Matt. 9 :2) “lyingonabad”. Thrre would
be one bearer at cach comner: the bed was a thickly
padded quilt. Could not come nigh. They foundit
impossible to reach Jesus through the press or crowd.
Uncoversd the roof (literally, *unroofed tha reef™) ;
having goae up the outside staircase of the vac-story
heouse, 1o the flat roof of tiles {sce Luke S : 19). Broken
it up ; literally, “dug it out’’. Let down the bed:
by siooping low aod holding the corners

law. (Sce Luke 5: 17.) Reasoning
in their hearts ; debating in their minds, with camity,
doubtless, pictunxd ina thrir faxes. Ho blasphemoth
(Rev. Ver.) ; by assuming God’spowes. 'Who canfor-
give sins, et~? Trur, God alonrean srgive sing, buta
maan may speak for God, and Jesux, 2 man and yet the
Son of God, had this authority without m=asun.

III. HEALING.—S-10. Jesus perceivod in his
splirit ; without the scribes® speaking ot His hearing
their thoughts, Whether is easier (Rev. Verl), ete. ?
It would be ojualiy casy to say, ** B« forgiven'", and to
zay, *Be bealad’ ; but noone could see that furgivensss
had actually brza received, while healing would be a
matter of sight and observation. But that yo may
know. Jesuswould do the thing which they could see,
that they might believe in His power to do what they
could not test by the seases. Son of man ; a title of
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the Messiah and also Jesus’ favorite designation of Him-
self; because it signified that He was one with men. On
earth ; as well 23 God in heaven. The scribes raid that
forgiveness is the uct of God alone, and tekes place in
heaven.

11, 12. Arise; in spite of the paralysis that held his
limbs ‘Take upthybed. Itwasthe sor:(sceonv.4)
which could be spread out at night and rolled up for the
day. What Jesus had just said wasa greater help to
the man than to either the scribes or the crowd. It
assured him that his sins were forgiven. He had the
proof in his cured body. The command to take up his
bed was a test of his faith. Go thy way; no longer
needing to be carried. Immediately, etc. Without
a moment's delay the man gave the proofs of his cure.
Before them all ; in full sight of the crowd. All
amazed ; scized with an cestasy, 2 word of great as-
tonishment. Glorified God ; praised Him for the
power seen in Jesus. We never saw it, cte. No one
ever did such wonders as these.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

On a plain about 300 feet
above the valley of the Jor-
dan and about three miles
west of that river, between
the mountain ranges of
Little Hermon and Gil-
boa, stands the town of
Bevasnan. It consists ot
poor and shabby flat-roof-
¢d houses built of unbaked
brick. Beyond the towvn a
long stretch of nearly level
ground extends to Little

o 20T, :'; Hermon, about 12 miles
N8 sethshanls away. Nazarcth, the boy-

of

hood homec of Jesus, is only
6 miles behind that mountsin range. These houses
now standicg in Bethshan resemble the house in Ca-
pernaum in which Jesus healed the paralytic.  There
are no houscs standiug now at Capernaum.  Some of
them were destroyed during wars and others were de-
scrted and fell to picees through neglect.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1, 2 When had Jesus left Capernaum ?  What had
He been doing in the interval until His return? Ae-
count for the gatheneg to Him of the multitudes. Whose

house is here referred to?  What did Jesus at once ho-
gintodo? Wheredoes Isaianh picturo the Messiah asa
Preacher of good tidings ? (Iss. 61 : 1.)

8, 4 Describe the bringing of tho paralytic to the
house where Jesus was. How was he got into the pre-
gence of Jesus?  Where had Jesus previously healed a
cripple ? (Joha 5 : 1-9.)

5-7 What was the link hetween the paralytic’s need
and the power of Jesus 2 Why did Jesus deal frst with
the man's sin? Egplain the truth and error in the
scribes’ charge against Jesus.

8-10 How did Jesus prove 1lis power to forgive sin ?
On what condition are we forgiven ? (1 John 1:9.)

11,12 Howdid the paralytic show that he was cured?
What cffect had his cure on the beholders ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1 Issickness always the result of sin ?
2. Forgiveness more important than health.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

The water used throughout a great city was found to
he so full of disease germs as to be dangerous to the
health and life of the city. The pumping machinery
was in perfect coadition and the pipes were properly
laid. But this was not sufficient to sccure a supply of
pure water. The source of the inflow must be free from
poisonous matter. So if our words and deeds are to he
truc and good, our hearts must be cleansed from sin.
For what we say and do outwardly is the outcome of
what we arc inwardly.

Prove from Scripture—That faith shows itself in
loting decds.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 11. Wka! are God's
works of providence?  A. God's works of providence
are, his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and
governing all his creatures, and all their actinns.

The Question on. Missions—11. Besides touring,
what other metliods are employed in village work ?
Villages ncar the mission station are visited throughout
the year. Catechists are placed in out-stations from
which they can regularly visit a number of villages.
Schools are opened in out-stations. The missionary
makes periodical visits supervising the work.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 29 {Supplemental
Tesson)g 116 ; 132 ; 29 (Ps. Sel.) ; 38 (from Priatany
Q::Axmgx.t) 1133,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What difficultics did the paralytic’s frdends overeome 2. .c.coeiviein v einie v 0 o un

2. On what ground was Jesus' authority to forgive sins challenged ?....... ... ... .

. How did He prove that authority 2....... ... ..
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Lesson XII.

FEASTING AND FASTING

March 24, 1912

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The call of Matthew (vs. 13, 14) follows immediately on the events of last

Lesson,

GOLDER TEXT—I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.—Mark 3 : 17,

Memorize vs. 16, 17. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Mark 2 : 13-22.  Read Matthew 9 : 9-17.
Luke 5: 27-39.

13 And he went forth again by the sca side;
and all the multitude resoited unto him, and he
taught them.

14 And 38 he passed by, he saw Le‘vi the son of
Alohx'ua sitting at the ! receipt of custom. and ? said
unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed

15 And it came to pass, that, 3as Je'sus sat at
meat in his house. ¢ many publicans and sinners sat
$also together with Je'sus and his disciples. for
there were many, and they followed him. .

18 And ®when the scnbes and Phar'isces saw him
eat with publicans and singers, thcg said unto his
disciples, 7How is it that he eateth and drinketh
with publicans and sinners?

17 8\When Je'sus beard i, be saith unto them,
They that are whole have no need of 9 the physician,
but they that are sick : I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners 19to repentance.

18 And ¥ the Jdisciples of Jobn und of the Phati-

sees used to fast - and they come and say unto him.
Why do 12 the disciples of John and of the Phar’isees
fast, but thy disciples fast not 2

19 And Je'sus said unto them, Can the 13 children
of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegruom is
with them ? as long as they have tbe bridegroom
with them, they cannot fast.

20 But the days will come, when the hridegrooin
shull be taken away from them, and then #shall
they fast in 3 those days.

21 No man !8also seweth a picce of 7 new cloth
on an old garment : else I8 the new picee that filled
it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made
worse.

22 And no man putteth new wine into old 19 bot-
tles : else the 2 new wine # doth burst the Z bottles,
and the wine 3is spilled, and the % bottles 2! will be
gntrlz]-ed : but Znew wine must be put into new

ottles,

.. Revised Version—: place of toll ; ?he saith unto; 3he was sitling at; ¢and; Sdown with; ®the
scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with the sinners and publicans, said ; 7 He eateth 5

$And when: ®a; 390mil to repentauce ; M John's ¢

lisciples nnd the Pharisees were fasting ; 12 John’s dis-

ciples and the disciples of : Prons; Mwill; 5 that day ; 180mit also : 7 undressed ; 1 that which should
fill it up taketh from it, the new from the old, and a worse rent is made; }® wine-sking ; ®Omit new; 3! will
burst; Zsking ; 3 perisheth; 26 Omi¢ will be marred ; 2 they put new wine into fresh wine-skins.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Feasting and fasting, Mark 2: 13-22. T.—True fasting, Joel
2:12:18. W.—Fruit of true fasting, Isa. 58 : 3-12. Th.—Rejoice in the Lord, 1 Chron. 16 : 23-3%. F.—"Como
unto me’’, Isa. 55:1-5. S.—~The Messianio joy, Isa. 65 : 17-25. S.—Fulness of joy, 1 John 1: 1-10.

THE LESSGN EXPLAINED

I. Tue CaLt oF MATTHEW.—18.14. Again by
the sua side ; the Lake of Galice, where He had
proviously called the four disciples, ch. 1. 16, ete.
Multitude. By the sea, s the aity (sce last Lesson),
the cager people thronged about Him. Resortsd
(came) unto him . .he taught them. The crowd
gradually gathered, and He taught them as they kept
coming. Levi (Matthew). As one of Jesus' apostles
(ch. 3: 18).he afterwards took the new namecof Matth-
cw, following & usual custom amongst the Jews when

they began a now carcer. At the place of toll (Rev.

Ver) ; where the cus-
toms dutics wero col-
lected on goods to and
from Capcrnaum. Fol-
Iow mo; a3 TSON=
al attendant and dis-
ciple. Aross aad fol-
lowed him. Probably
the teaching of Jesus
had already attracted
Matthew, and this
summeas brought him
to decision.

1I. Tae Feast v
THE HOTGSE~—18. Sat
atmest ; ** were reclin-
ing at table”. Jewish
men at meals roclined
on couches with wood-
cn frames, supplied with

SKIN BOTTLES

mattresses and cushions. on which they leaned on the
left clbow, using only the rfight hand for cating  Women
and children sat. His house; Matthew's houss.
Publicans , in scripture, the local agents who collected
taxcsand duties for the great officers who undertook the
tax-gathering for the Roman government, paying the
government a fixed sum and making their profit by
what, over and above that sum, they could extort
from the people. The publicans, as a cluss, oppressed
aad fleccced the people, and wore therefore grestly de-
tested. Matthew wasa publican (v. 14 ; sce also Matt
10. 3). Sinners ; of the depraved sed vicious class.
Publicans were commonly classed with these. Many
..followed him. Qutcasts amagst the Jews, they
bad been attracted to Jesus, the sinners’ Friead

16, 17. Scribss of the Pharisees (Rev. Ver). Tho
Pharisces were 8 Jewish sect who beld strictly not only
to the Isw of Moscs, but to tho interpretation of that
law given by the scribes or rabbis. These “ascribes'’
therefore were tho rabbis of the party that specially
believed in rabbis. Saw him eat with publicans
and sinners. Tho scribes would not associate oven
with tho common people, much less with the vicious
class. Jesus’ doing #0, they thought, wholly discredited
Him as s teacher. Said unto his disciples ; talking
at Jesus, not to Him. Whole ; strong. Not to cali
the rightoous. The Phatisocs wero not really right-
cous, but they thought they were, and would thercfore
{eel as littlo noed of a Saviour as the well man of a
doctor. But sinners (the Rov. Ver. omits *“to repent-
anco™). It is the sick who summon tho physician ;
but Jesus, in His love, calls sinnors to Himsolf, or othor-
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wise, in their blindness, they would nover aeo their need
of Him.

III. THE QUESTION OF FASTING.~18-20. Digcl-
ples of John ; now in prison, ch. I : 14, Of the Phari-
s008; tho Pharisces themselves, who were disciples of the
scribes and rabbis. Were fasting (Rev. Ver.) : John's
disciples practising the self-denial taught and practised
by their master (see Matt. 3 : 4), the Pharisecs in a
formal, self-righteous spirit. Mosos required one fast
every year (sce Lev. 16 . 29) ; but the Pharisees fasted
“twice in the week” (Luke 18 : 12), on Mondays and
Thursdays. But thy disciples fast not ? A question
put respectfully by John's disciples, mahiciously by tho
Phariseces. Sons of the bride-chamber (Rev. Ver.);
the most 1intimate friends of the bridegroom, who went
with him to the house of the bride. Jesus' mesning is :
“In a time of gladness it is impossible to mourn. and
fasting 18 a sign of gricf."” Bridegroom shall bs
takon away ; a refcrence to His coming death.

21, 22. Now cloth ; that is, cloth which has not
been “teazled” to put a nap on it, nor shrunk. New
plece..taketh away. The shrinking of the undressed
cloth strains and tears the old cloth. New wine ; not
yet fermented. Old wine-sking (Rev. Ver.). Skins
in the East are used for bottles. Wine will burst the
skins (Rev. Ver) ; when it begins to ferment and
expand. The old skips become hard and dry, so that
they do not give to the expansion of the wine, and
therefore burst. The Pharisces’ way of making the
lifo right wes by observing rules and forms ; Jesus' way
was to make the heart right. And these two ways
cannot go together.

ORIENTALISM

The court in the better class of Eastern houses is
usually a pavement of stone, marble, or pebbles, taste-
fully designed. There may bo a fountain or well in tho
court, a little garden with flowers, shaded by orango,
lemon, or citron trees. This court would be shut off
from tho street; the house being built around the
court. The windows of the house would be opened upon
this court, and not upon the street. But the windows
aro without glass, closed at night with o single shutter
of wood, and fastened inside with a hook. Somectimes
the door or space for a window would bo closed by 8
heavy tug or picce of carpet, hung from the top of tho
opening with a heavy slat of wood fastened to the
bottom, to keep it stretched in its place like a door.
When ono is to cater, this scrsen or curtain, called
perheh, would be lifted, perbs % on cach side.—Rice,
Oricntalisms in Bible Lands

LESBON QUZESTIONS

13, 14 To what cvent does “again™ (v. 13) refer ?

Describo the scenc by the lakeside. Whenoe did Jesus

call Levi? Explain Levi's prompt obedience. What
new name did he take ? How great a sacrifice must we
be #illiug to make for Jesus® sake ? (Matt. 10 . 37.).

18 Describo the Jowish custom of reclining at meals.
Who wero the *“publicans” ? Who the “sinners” ?
How were tho publicans generally regarded ? Which
parable of Jesus contras.s a Pharisee and a publican ?
(Luke 18 : 10-13.)

16, 17 Explain “scribes of the Pharisces'’. How
would they regard Jesus' conduct ? What answer did
Jesus give to their faultfinding ?

18-20 What two classes asked Jesus abuut fasting ?
Explain the motives of cach class. What answer did
Jesus give ? To what event docs * taken away ' (v. 20)
refer 2 What does Isaiah say about true fasting ? (Isa.
58:5,60)

21,22 Explain the sayings of Jesus about sewing
new cloth in an old garment and putting new wine into
old wine-skins,

FOR DISCUSSION

1. “One cannot mx religion and business.’”’ Is this
true ?
2. What :3 (1) the value, (2) the danger of religious
forms ?
A LESSON FOR LIFB

An old legend tells of a young knight who had been
victorious over every foe, until he grew proud and
sclf-confident. But one day he was defeated by a
knight whom he had challenged. When the victor
removed the armor in which he bad fought, behold !
it was a woman clad in white, who thenccforth became
tha guide of the young man’s life. leading him to noble-
ness and glory. So our truc life begins only when
Christ defeats us and subdues us to Mimself. Thea
He becomes our Friend and Guide, leading us onward
and upward in the path that cnds in heaven.

Prove from Scripture;That obedience is the proof
of love.
Shorter Catechism—Review Questions S-11.

The Question on Missions —12. Have sl the
villages in our ficld in Central India beard the gospel ?
No, in very many the gospel has never yet been preach-
ed. Many others are visited only at long intervals.
In a3 many as the missionary and his helpers can over-
take, .tho work is carried on regularly. Many moro
workers, both native and forcign, men and women, are
greatly needed for the villages of Central India.

Lesson Hymuns—Book of Praise, 20 (Supplementsl
Lesson) ; 210; 404 ; 41 (Ps. Secl) : 79 (from PRrivMaRrY
QuarrERLY) ; S0,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. Bricly describe the call of MattheW.eoeeeiareecasererararsrannrenecosesannens ceeeeres [
2. Wherefore did the scribes find fault with JeSus 7. .ucieieiarienecnnercanancnccasanas eteasisiesnee
3. Givo His answer 20 them.cvieeeiiiiiierernrecniarasseannans etteretserseserenetertioseraanen .
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Lesson XIII. REVIEW March 31, 1912

TO MAXE READY FOR THE BREVIEW-—Read over cach Lesson carefully, and see that you know
by heart the Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Lesson Plan, as given below. Revise your Supplemental Bibla
Work, Scripture Memory Passages, Shocter Catechism (Questions 1-11), and the Qurstion on Missions for

the Quarter.
GOLDEN TEXT—The people which sat in darkness saw great light, and to them which sat in the region and
shadow of death light is sprung up,—Matthew 4 : 16.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, 1.B.R.A.)—M.—The birth of Jesus, Luke 2 : 1-20. T.~The boy Jesus in the
temple, Luke 2 : 40-52. W.—~The ministry of John the Baptist, Luke 3 : 7-20. Th.—The baptism of Jesus, Mark
1:9-13. F.—The call of the first disciples, Mark 1 : 14-28.  S.—Jesus the Hraler, Mark 1:29-45. 8.—The para-
Iytic forgiven and healed, Mark 2 :1-12,

Prove from Scripture—7hat the gaspel brings joy.

Lesson Bymns—Book of Praise, 29 (Supplementai Lesson) ; 197 ; 193 ; 76 (Ps. Sel.) ; 27 (from PriMany
QUARTERLY) ; 187.

Review CHART—IIRST QUARTER

Iéfﬁo?;ccﬁ'g;fsg Lessox TiTLE i GoLpEN TEXT LESSON Prax
i .

I—Luke 1 : 5-23. The Birth of John the Bap- Without faith n. 13 1mpossx- 1. A childless home. 2. A father's
tist Foretold. ble.—Hceb. 1 prayer. 3. A divine promise.

11.—Luke 1:57-75. [The Birth of John the Bap-Blessed be the Lord God of|l. The birth. 2. The naming. 3.
tist. Isracl.—Luke 1 : 68. The song.

I1X.—Luke 2 : §-20.  {The Birth of Jesus. For unto you is born thisll. The Saviour announced. 2. The

day.—Luke 2 :11. Savi?u.r fo&md. 3. The Saviour
roclaimed.

IV.—Luke 2 :25-3S. |[The Presentation in the'For mine eyes have scen.—|1. The Babe and Simeon. 2. The
Temple. l Luke 2 : 30, 31. Babe and Anna.

V.—Matt. 2:1-12.  {The Wise Men Led by the Look unto me, and be ye|i. The star. 2. The scriptures. 3.
Sta saved.—Isa. 45 : 22. The Saviour.

VI.—Luke 2 : 40-52. {The Boy Jesus in the Tem-{How is it that ye sought.—{1. At the feast. 2. In the temple.
ple. Luke 2 : 49. 3. In tke home.

VIZ~Luke 3 :1-17. [The Ministry of John the Repent ye.~Matt. 3 : 2. 1. The messenger. 2. The message.
Baptist. 3. The Master.

VIII—Mark 1:9-11 ; The Baptism and Tempta-For in that he hlmse‘f }mtb 1. The baptism. 2. ‘The temptation,

Matt. 4 : 1-11. tion of Jesus. suffered.—Heb. 2 : 18.
IX.—Mark 1 : 14-28. {The Call of the First Dis-jThe harvest truly is plen-j1. By the sea. 2. In the sypagogue.
ciples. tcgous.——Mau. 9:37,
X.—Mark 1:29-45. Jesus the Healer. Himself took our infirmities.{1. Miracles. 2, Preaching. 3. An-
~—Matt. 8: 17, other miracle.
XI.—Mark 2:1-12. [The Paralytic Forgiven and|Bless the Lord 0 my soul.]l. Faith. 2. Forgiveness. 3. Heal-
Healed. —Ps. 1 ing.
XII.—Mark 2 : 13-22. {Feasting and Fasting. [ came not to call the right~1. The call of Matthew. 2. The
cous.—Mark 2 : 17, feast in the house. 3. The

question of fasting.

A Bird’s-Eye View

The Icssons of the Quarter extend over a period of thirty-four years, from B.C. 6 to A.D 28. They begin
(Lesson 1) with the visit of an angel from heaven. To whom did he appear 2 What did be announce ? There
follows (Lesson 11.) the story of the birth and naming of a child. Who was he? Another still more wondcrful
birth is related in Lesson 111, Whose wes this?  To whom was it announced by angels 2 In Lesson IV. we seo
Jesuspresentedinthetemple.  What two aged people received Him there and praised God for Hiscoming ?  Lesson
V. shows us some visitors from a far country come to see Jesus.  Who were these 7 What offering did they bring ?
Aninterval of twelve years comes between Lessons V. and VI.  Lesson VI tells of Jesus® going to the Passover at
Jerusalem. Give an account of His being found in the temple.  In Lesson VII. Joha the Baptist begins his minis-
try. What washismessage ?  Next, in Lesson VIIIL, comes the baptism and temptation of Jesus, the preparation
for His work. Describo cach of these.  I.esson IX. narrates the call of the first four disciples. Give their names
and occupation. Lesson X. records the teaching and cures of & wonderful Sabbath day in Capernaum and after-
wards the healing of a leper.  Tho story of the cure of a paralytic (Lesson X1.) and that of Matthew's cell, with the
fcast in his house and Jesus' discourso about fasting (Lesson XII.) brings us to tho close of tho first year of our
Lord’s public ministry.
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FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

L’I‘his leaf, with Record of Study, Offeringsi and Attendance, on the other side, may, if so desired, be detached
and handed in to the Home Department Visitor or Superiatendent by members of the Hose DEPARTMENT.]

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

L

Why was Zacharias smitten with dumbness ?

II. On what day after his birth was a Jewish child named ?

III.

Iv.

VI

VIL

VIIL

XI.

How were the shepherds to recognize the Saviour ?

What two persons received the Babe Jesus in the temple ?

Name the offerings presented by the Wise Men to Jesus.

What did the parents of the boy Jesus find Him doing in the temple ?
With whom did John say Jesus should baptize ?

What did Jesus see, and hear, after His baptism ? '

Briefly describe_the call of Simon and Andrew and James and ’John.

Give a brief account of Jesus’ first Sabbath in Capernaum.

How did Jesus, in the case of a palsied man brought to Him, prove His author-
ity to forgive sins ?

>
With whom did Jesus recline at table in Matthew’s house ?
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