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THE SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHER'S PREPARATION OUTSIDE OF
THE SCHOOL-ROOM. o

Rev. R, H. ABrAHAM, M. A., D. Sc., Burlington, Ont.

That we may make praper preparation for any work, we must know the nature and desipn
of the work to be performed. A thorough acquaintance with the nature and design of Sabbath
School teaching is an element of first importance in the S. S. teacher’s preparation.

As to the aature of the work, it is the presenting to the minds of the young the grandest
truths ever presented to the intellects of rational beings. It is an endeavour to unfold to the
minds of others those things into which the angels desire to look. It is to teach men of God,
His purposes and plans ; of sin, its nature, effects and deserts ; of Christ and His salvation ;
of mercy the richest, of grace the freest, of love the most intense, It is to reveal to the sinner
how Christ and His salvation can be appropriated and exemplified in the life.

As to the deségn, it is two-fold, the salvation and edification of souls. Whatever may have '

- been the idea of the first workers in this field, we cannot feel to-day that the existence of Sab-

bath Schools is justified if they aim simply at secular instruction, or the mere entertainment of
the scholars, If'l Sabbath School teachers direct their efforts wholly or principally to these ends
they should not complain if they find as the result a lack of tenderness of heart and conscience,
and the absence of earnest inquiry after the Saviour, We are called upon to deal with the
spiritual natures of the scholars, and with their intellects or their westhetic faculties, only as far
as these can be moved upon to influence the spiritual being. The design of Sabbath School
teaching js so to present Christ that the souls of the young may be won to the Lord, and that
cverywhere we may hear the children erying, as they did in the temple of old, * Hosannah to
the Son of David.”

Wil this idea of the nature and design of the work, we are ready to begin the preparation
which is needed before entering the class-room. The first element of this preparation is the
Spiritual. Under this we mention prayer. If the old adage, * To pray well is to study well,”
be true, then to teach well the truth of God it will be necessary for tgxe teacher to be often and
long alone with God in earnest prayer. ¢ Open thou mine eyes that T may behold won-
drons things out of thy law,” should be the burden of the teacher’s prayer. It will be found
that the teacher who relies most upon the Holy Spirit’s help to discover the hidden beauties
of the Word, has discovered not the beauties only, but also the power to unfold the truth,
Prayer is not to be for self alone, it must reach out on behalf of every member of the class.
The heart of the scholar must be softened by the gentle influence of the Holy Spirit, so that
the seed sown may take root and grow. If asked to mention the one great cause of failure in
Sabbath School teaching, we would say, the lack of believing, wrestling prayer for the souls of
those committed to our care. :

The second element of this preparation is the Intellectual.  Under this we would group
everything in the way of getting the mind ready for the must perfect presentation of the lesson
of cach Sabhath, By this we mean the careful study of the particular portion of the Word
selected—the context—the meaning of different words and phrases. Selecting the leading
thought and grouping around it the various truths taught by the lesson. Seeking a wider illus-
tration of the lrutﬂs by reference to the Bible as a whole. ~ Also the sclecting of appropriate
illustrations from the Word of God and daily life with which to fix the truth in the minds and
hearts of the pupils, . .

A third element is the Socia/.  Under this we would gather all that tends to bring the teacher
into touch with scholar, revealing the tastes and inclinations of the young mind. It would -
include the social visit to the home, the friendly chat by the way, the little-act of courtesy and
kindness, and many other things that touch the social life ; all of which tell'so much in getting |
a ready ear for the truth. It is the teacher that reveals to the scholar thiit his interest in him
is not limited to one hour in the week, but that it extends through every day of the week, and
leads him to seek the welfare of the boy in many ways ; this is the teacher who wins the con-
fidence and esteem, and exerts a puwerful influence vver the hearts and minds, of those he seeks
to win to the Lord,
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WNotes on the Lessons.

' LESSON |-~January 6th,
John the Baptist Beheaded. Mark 6: 17-29.

( Comamit to memosy verses 26-28. ) .
1]
GoLpeN TEXT. & SHORTER CATECHISM,

. ““Fear not them which kill the Quest. 1. What is the chief end
body, but are not able to kill the of man? A, Man’s chief end is to
soul.” Matt. 10: 28, glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.

. P’rROVE THAT LessoN HyMns.
Integrity sometimes brings trouble, Cui.DREN’S HYMNAL, Nos, 248,
Dan. 3: 10, i 117, 205, 40.

@ NS @
DAILY PORTIONS. AMomiay. John the Baptist Behcaded; Mark 6: 14-29.  Zuesday.

The Witness of Johu; John 1:19.27.  Wednesday. John’s Teaching; Luke 3:7-14.  Zhurs-

day.

Christ’s Testimony; Matt. 11: 7-15.  Fricday. Fear and Fearlessness; Luke 12: 1-12.
Saturday. Marlyrs for Gud; Heb. 11: 32-40.

Sabéath, The Crown of Life; Rev. 2: 8-11.,

" NOTES AND EXPLANAT:ONS.

InrroDUCTORY.  The mission of the Twelve had greatly extended the fame of Jesus, and
the preaching of a *‘ kingdom » had led some to inform Herod regarding him, lest the new
movement should have political importance. Herod, however, quite understood its purely
religious character, but his conscience and his superstitious fears led him to declare that Christ
was john the Baptist, whom he had beheaded, risen again from the dead. This remark of
Herod’s is explained in our lesson, which gives an account of the martyrdom of the great

Fore,unner,  Parallel passages, Matt. 14: 1-12; Luke 3: 19-20; 9: 7-9.
LussoN PLAN, T, The Fearless Preacher. vs. 17-19. II' The Birthday Banquet.
vs, 20-25. IIL.  The Martyred Prophet. vs. 26-29. ’

I Tue FEARLESS PREACHER. 17, Moercd |faithful rebuke. John was'a true prophet.

—IHerod Antipas, son of Herod the Great.
He was tetrarch of Ituraea and Trachonitis.
Laid hold upon John — The arrest took
place some time before (Matt. 4: 12; Mark 1:
14). Bound him in prison—His place of
confinement, according to Josephus, was the
castle of Machaerus, about nine miles east of
the northern end of the Dead Sea. Herod
was probably at this time engaged in war with
his father-in-law, Aretas, whose daughter he
had driven away when he took Herodias. In
this war he was defeated, and the Jews rejoiced
at his discomfiture as a judgment upon him for
murdering John. HMerodias — She was a
grand-daughter of Herod the Great, and wife of
her uncle Herod Philip 1. Philip —a half-
brother of Herod Antipas.- He had fallen un.
der the displeasure of his father and was ex-
cluded from the succession. He lived in re-
tirement at Jerusalem. e nust not be mis-
taken for the tetrarch, Philip, who was another
half-brother of the same name, and who married
his daughter Saiome, the dancer of our lesson.

18, John-had said—*‘‘ The tense implies
that he said it more than once.’ It was the
burden of John’s exhortations to him.” ” (Al-
ford.) He reproved ‘Herod for his general
profligacy. (Luke 3: 19). Comparc Nathan
and David (2 Sara. 12: 7), and note the differ-
ent spirit in which a true child of God takes a

(Ezek. 2: §-7). He risked his life when he
rebuked Herod, but he feared God rather than
man, We become responsible for sin that we-
do not denounce when a fitting opportunity
occurs. It is not lawful—Ifor three reasons:
(1) Philip was still living. (2) Herod’s wife
was still alive. (3) She was within the pro-
hibited degrees of consanguinity, being his
niece (Lev, 18: 14; 20: 19), and of affinity,
being his brother’s wife (Lev. 18: 16; 20:
21).  The emphasis seems”to be laid on the
last reason. It was an aggravation of the.
crime of adultery. Josephus says that John’s
bold rebuke was only a pretext, so far as Herod
was concerned. He was shamecless enough
not to feel hurt by it. His real reason was
lest John should stir up an insurrection.

19. Had a quarre! against him—R.V.
““set herself against him ; ?” lit. *‘ cherished in-
ward wrath against him.” Watching for her
opportunity of revenge. Desired to kill
him (R. V.}—She had a settled and persistent
determination on the subject, Matthew says
that Herod would have let her have her way
but that he feared the multitnde (Matt. 14: 5;
21: 26; Luke 20: 6), The next verse gives
another reason. Probably both were true.

20. Herod feared John—‘‘ As Queen
Mary feared Knox, or Ahab, Elijah.” "His
conscience made him a coward.  (Ilustrate by .
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Lady Macbeth and her husband at the murder
of Duncan), He felt that there were unseen
spiritual powers behina John who would reckon
with his slayer.  Observed him—-A wrong
translation.” R. V. ““ kept him safe * from the
malice of Herodias. He feared lest any vio-
lence to Juhn should arouse the fanatical por-
tion of the people who all counted him a
L)rophel. Did many things—tried to quict

is conscience by many good deeds, but he
would not give up his sinful course of life.
The R, V. reads, *‘ was much perplexed,” his
sense of duty was at war with his inclinations.
Heard him gladly — as Felix heard Paul
(Acts. 24: 24-26). **This guilty man, dis-
uieted by the reproaches of memory and the
:tzmands of conscience, found it a relief to hear
stern truth or to see from far the beauteous light
of righteousness.”  (Chadwick.)

II. Tue BIRTHDAY BANQUET. 21, A
convenient day —i. ¢ for the schemes of
Herodias. She seized upon the birthday fes-
tival as a_good opportunity to extort compli-
unce with her wishes, Her implacable en-
mity to John arose from two causes. He had
stung her to the quick, and her woman nature
felt this more keenly than the coarser soul
of Herod did. Besides, there was danger
that hearing John gladly, and ““doing many
things,” might end in his doing the one thing
that would be ruin to her. Birthday—This
was a pagan custom, abhorrent to the Jews,
because connected with idolatrous worship. It
was conunon amongst Egyptians (Gen. 40: 20), |
Persians, Greeks and Romans. The Herods
celebrated their birthdays with such magnifi-
cence that they passed into a proverb—'* A
1lerod’s day ” (Herodis dies). Lords—mag-
nates, highstate officers. High captaing—
Gr. ‘“chiliarchs,” *commanders of a thous-
and (Acts 21: 31; 25: 23), chief military offi-
cers.  Chief estates of Galilce — The
wost influentinl personages in the province,
who were not directly in the service of the
tetrarch.

22, The daughter of Herodias her~
self—;. ¢. llerodias’ own daughter.  The em-
phasis expresses the scorn of the writer.  She
degraded her own daughter into a common
dancing girl, in order to play upon the worst
passions of Herod, and by them gain her pur-
pose. Her name was Salome. Danced —
Matthew says (R. V.} *“in the midst.”  * Her
dancing was doubtless of & mimetic and wan-
ton chamcter ” (Meyer), a statement which is
amply warranted by what we know of the cus-
toms of that day and the morals of the court of
Herod, Contrast the modesty of the heathen
queen in Esther 1: 10-12.

23. He sware unto her—Perhaps she
had been * before instructed ” on this peint
by her mother, so as to secure Herod against
withdrwing his promise under any pretext.
Unto the half of my kingdom_-(Compare
Esther §: 3,65 7: 2) A weak imitation of

Ahpshuerus.  He was no king, and held what
he had b)v grace of Cresar.

24 —The girl flew to her mother, and
said, ¢ What shall Task?’ It was exactly what
Herodias expected, and she might have asked
for robes, or jewels, or palaces, or whatever
such a woman loves ; but to a mind like hers
revenge was sweeter than wealth or pride, and
we can imagine with what fierce malice she
hissed out the unhesitating answer, ¢ The head
of John the Baptizer.' ” (Farrar,)

25. Straightway with haste—Excited
by her mother’s manner, and with the cruel
blood of the Herods in her veins, ‘¢ the scent
of blood” arouses her fiezce nature. | wiil
—This word is emphatic.  Observe the pert-
ness of the wanton damsel.” (Meyer.) Bye=
and-bye —R. V. “forthwith,” *this very
instant.” A charger—A large Plat!er from
which other dishes are ¢ charged,” or loaded.
The Greek word means “‘a wooden trencher,”
such dishes having been made of wood in prim-
itive times.

III. THE MARTYRED PrOPHET. 26,
The king was exceeding sorry—For sev-
eral reasons: (r) He shrank from the deed,
especially in the midst of jovial feasting. It
was an ill-omened ending to a birthday ban-
quet. (2) He had a superstitious, if not con-
sciencious, fear of the consequences. (3) It
was a dangerous thing to do,.for all the people
held John to be a proplret, and they might rise
in rebellion to avenge him. (4) He rather
liked John’s vutspoken, but respectful, hold-
ness, and did not resent his rebukes so much
as Herodias did (see verse 20).  (5) e would
also feel annoyed at being thus at last outwitted
by Herodias. Forthe onth’s sake Com-
pelled by a false code of honor. R. V. ¢ for
the sake of his oaths.” He had reiterated his
promise again and again.  Such an cath ought
not to have been kept.  Oaths to commit crime
are blasphemous and invalid, themselves hein-
ous sins. (Lev. 5:4-6, 10.) *¢ Promises which
should not be made, should not be kept.”
Such a thing was manifestly not in the inten-
tion of the king, Tt was more than half his
kingdom. It might mean the whole of it
A true sense of honor would have cast the
shame on the damsel for taking a mean advan-
tage. ““When one has begun wrong, repen-
tance is more honorable than pertinacity.”
For their sakes that sat with him—*‘rc-
clined with him” around the table in oriental
fashion. He was afraid of covert sneers from
the s%'cogzmms around him,

27, An exec.lioner—lit, ‘“a watcher,”
one of the body-guard. The word is a Latin
one peculiar to Mark. He alone_of the ‘evan-
gelists uses the word ““ centurion,” This gos-
pel was written for Roman readers. In the
prison—A case of judicial assassination. The
narrative conveys the impression that the ban-
quet was held at Machaerus, where John was
imprisoned, and that all was.over in a few mo-
ments.  Had the feast been held at Tiberias
two days must have clapsed before the head
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could have been braught,  Even Julias is too| 29, Teok up his corpse “‘Trulition
far away to satisfy the requirements, of the {tells us that Ilierodias ordered the headless
story, trunk to be flung out over the battlements for

28. Thedamselgave itto her mother, | dogs and vultures to devour.” (! arrar.) Mat-
—Horrible as tlus appears to us, 1t conforms { thew tells us that when the disciples had sor-
to a custom of these tumes, Jerome refers tu | rowfully laid away their dead master, they
this incident, and says that Herodias treated | came and told Jesus, and that he, when he
it with savage imlignuy. heard of it, sought the solitude of the desert.

SUMMARY AND REVIEW.

L. John was only about thirty years of age when he was beheaded,  His carcer had been
a notalide one.  Within a short ministry he had wan for himself the highest honor ever pro.
nounced upon a prophet.  fesus said of hiny, * Among those that are born of woman there is
not a greater prophet than Johu the Baptist.”  As if to set forth his greatness, his death is in
the midst, and at the hands of thaose who, morally, were his greatest contrast.  The humble
fierald of the Messiah proves himself 4 faithful witness for righteousness, not only in
the desert and at the Jordar, but even in the corrupt court of the profligate Herad.  1le had
not feared to tell the wicked tetrarch of his evil life, and especially denounced his untawful
marriage with his brother’s wife. Herod’s conrser muture did not feel the sting of these
rebukes so much as did Herodias, who was insulted in a manner never to be forgiven. Iers
was o heart that knew no shame or remorse,  While respecting the sacred character of John,
and making some feeble attempts at reformation, Herad was, nevertheless, driven by 1erodias
to the unjust imprisonment of his faithful adimonisher, but his own inclination and the
fear of consequences restrained him from acting as her tool in the accomplishment of her mur-
derous designs. The prison was perhaps the safest place for John, if the assassins of Herodias
were abroad.  Still Herod stifled conscience, while the patient prisoner meekly awaited
God’s will, and sought comfort from Jesus.

1. Now came the opportune moment for Herodias. She knew the customs of the feast
and the road to the heart of the licentious king. Carefully schooling her daughter to play her
part, she won, through her dancing, the rash promise which gave her all her revengeful
heart was thirsting for. Herod might writhe butin vain. A false sense of honor was guarantece
enough for *erodias.  She had asked more than he promised to give, hut not in the estimation
of values held by the revellers, John's head counted for little to them. They, too, would
gladly hear no more of his unpleasant speeches. So Herod must not reject the damsel’s boon.

III. In the dark, damp dungeon of Machacrus a cruel murder is committed—beyond -
the midnight stars a triumphant martyr is crowned. Fiends laugh with Herodias when
she mocks at that noble head and tosses the corpse over the battlements to the hyenas and the
buzzards ; but angels weep with the sorrowing band who reverently bury the loved form and
go and tell Jesus.

After drawing out facts and noting obvious lessons along the line of this summary, Lriefly -
sketch the contrast suggested

THE CONTRAST.

H — An Unlawful M;rriage. J — Humble Herald of Jesus.

E — An Unjust Imprisonment. O — Faithful Witness for righteous.

R — A Stifled Conscience. ness.

O— A Rash Promise. | H — Patient Prisoner.

D — A Cruel Murder. N — Triumphant Martyr,
ROYALTY ON EARTH POYALTY IN HEAV\EN

(5)



LESSON II. —January 13th. .

Feeding the Five Thousand. MARrk 6: 30-44.
( Commit to memory verses gr-42.)

8 & T ®
# GOLDEN TEXT. o Sx{on;,nln CA‘;‘E;:H!,‘SMG. ;
. uest 2. hat rule hath God given
th'“ H?,hng\ ?(llei the hungry with good o divect us how we may glorify and
ings. uke It §3. znl{ay him? A. The word of God,
PROVE THAT which is contained in the Scriptures of

the Old and New Testaments, is the

God helps us in extremity. 1 Kings only rule to direct us how we mey glorify

17: 14, : :\,ndsenjoy him. Quesltl. 3 /14; ta{r o
} the Scriptures principally teach he
LrssoN Hymns, Scriptures principally teach what man
CiniLpRrREN’s HYyMNAL, Nos. 13, 33, is to believe concérning God, and what
233, 132. duty God requires of man.
& B & B

DAILY PORTIONS. Jonday. Feeding the Five Thousand; Mark 6: 30-44.  Zwes-
day. Four Thousand Fed; Mark 8: 1-9. Hednesday. A Lad’s Store Consecrated; John
6:5-14. Zhursday. The Widow’s Morsel; 1 Kings 17: 8-16. Friday.. Enough and to
Spare; 2 Kings 4: 38-44. Saturday, God’s Usual Providings; Psalm 104: 14-28. Sabbatl,
Satisfied; Psalm 107: 1.9.  (Zhe 1. B. R. 4. Readings.)

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

INTRODUCTORY. Along with the arrival of John's disciples bearing the sorrowful tidings
of their master’s death, the disciples df Jesus returned from their mission and reported what
they had said and done.  For the sake of retirement and rest our Lord and his disciples crossed
the lake. By doing so they also made a prudent move, for now that Herod had tasted blood
they were safer in the dominions of his brother. The Herodians, too, would use their influ-
ence with him to put him to death.  But the multitude, noting the direction in which he had
sailed, walked around the head of the lake and met him at the other side. Parallel passages,
Matt. 14: 15-21; Luke 9: 10-17; John 6: 1-14.  This is the only miracle recorded by all the
evangelists.

LessoN Pran. 1. The Needy Multitude, vs. 30-3¢. II. The Scant Supply. vs.
35-38. III. The Abundant Mcal. vs. 39-44.

I. Tue Neeoy MvuLtiTunk. 30, — |night in prayer, so that probably he himsell
Matthew’s account implies that the departure | felt the need of communion with his Father
of Jesus and his disciples across the lake was  in solitude now that it was ¢ the turn of the
owing to the news of John's martyrdom. . tide™ with him, and henceforth he must reso-
There is no contradiction in this. Both rea- lutely pursue his accelerating course towards
sons were, no doubt, present to their minds. ; Cavalry. Note how tenderly considerate Jesus
The apostles — The only instance in which is for the comfort of his disciples. _There were
Mark uses this word, and it is peculiarly ap- l many coming and going—The Passover was
propriate here, when they return from being  near at hand (John 6: 4), and consequently
“sent forth,” Unto Jesus — probably at there were many visitors and travellers who
Capernaum.  Told him all things — ¢ How | came that way specially to see and hear Jesus.
delightful this confidence! We seem to see | (Compare Mark 3: 20.)

Christ listening with affectionate carnestness, 82, They departed — John says (6: 1)
to the recital of their adventvres; and inter- , * Went over the Sca of Galilee, which is the
posing from time to time a word of encourage- | Sea of Tiberias.” This explanation was neces-
ment or caution, as the character of the nara. | sary when John wrote his Gospel.  The other
tive of each might demand.” (Angus). { evangelists wrote before anybody ever thought

81. Ye yourselves—i. c. you alone, away  of givingit this name. Accordingto Luke, 9:10,

from the people. A desert place—Notabar- | they went to the neighborhood of Bethsaida

ren, sandy region, but some retired spot away ; Julias, across thelake from Capernaum. Beth-
from the crowds that thronged them. Rest saida means ** House of fish.” By ship—R.
awhile—They were excited with the experi- | V. “inthe bvat.” Privately—R.'V. ‘‘apart.”
cnces of their missionary tour, and the spiritual ; Same word as in verse 31.  They did not go
tumult within them needed the soothing of jaway secretly, but ** by themselves.”

prayer and quiet instruction. The enthusiasm | 83, And many knew--What they knew
of the multitude was reaching a dangerous ; was not “‘ him ™ or *‘ them,” but their destina-
point, aad their absence would give it time to tion. Many saw their departure, perceived
copl, Jesus spent nearly the whole of the next i their intention, **ran there together by land”
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(R. V.), and arrived before them. Ran afost
— It was those who “knew” that did so.
They went by land.  If the boat required ** to
tack " against & head wind they could easily
“out go” it.  Qut of all the cities (R. V.)—
the tawns and villages around the north end
of the lake, John accounts for the large num-
ber by saying **a great multitude were follow-
ing him because they saw his miracles.” Yet
they did not. perceive that these were *“signs”
of his Messiahship, or of spiritual truths (John
6:26 R, V.) It was the curiosity of an idle
crowd. A large number of them, doubtless,
were on their way to the passover {John 6: 4).
Jesus did not go up to the festival at this time
(John 7: 1), because the ruling. Jews sought to
kill him, and his hour was not yet come.  Qut-
went them—arrived there befoze them.

34. When he came out—** having disem-
barked.”
Jesus had ascended the hillside with his disci-
ples, and was seated when the multitude gath-
ered to him again, and moved his compassion.
They were doubtless some time in assembling
by successive bands. At this point John in-
serts the remark that it was Passover time,
cither to acount for the multitude or as imply-
ing that such a miracle and the discourse fol-
lowing were appropriate to the season. Was
moved with compassion- -Compare Matt. 9:
36. **Mark alone records the thoughts of
Jesus on the occasion, imparted perhaps to
Peter, and communicated by him to the evan-
gelist.” (Lindsay.) He gave up all idea of
taking a rest.  As sheep not having a shep-
herd—The figure may have been suggested by
the rugged, dangerous, pastureless aspect of
the country around them. It refers, of course,
to their spiritual condition. ** They had no
guides but the blind scribes and Pharisees.
They had ro spiritual food but the man-made
traditions,” (Ryle.) The same feeling made
Jesus utter Matt. 11: 28-30. He hegan to
teach — A solemn and dignified manner of
speaking is implied. Jesus knew what their
greatest need was and discoursed to them of
the kingdom of God, but he also healed the
sick. (Luke 9: 11.)

83, When the day was far spent—It was
probably late in the afternoon — the ¢ first
evening ” (Matt. 14: 15), or past three o’clock.
In verse 47 the **second evening,” after sun-
set, is mentioned. His disciples—*¢ Compar-
ing the various passages, the course of events
seems to have been: — (1) Jesus taught and
healed; then (2) heasked Philip, Whence shall
we buy bread that these may eat? Philip had
not the faith to accept the Partnership in a
miracle which the word ** we™ invited him to,
and answered (3) that two hundred pence
would not buy bread enough (John 6: 5-7); (4)
our Lord went on teaching and healing; (5) at
even the apostles asked him to send the mul-
titudes away ; (6) he asked them to feed them;
(7) they answered as Philip had done; (8) hé
. told them to go and see what bread could be
had ; a boy offered what he had ; and {q) An-
drew brought it to Jesus.” (Lindsay.) Jesus

Referring to ‘]‘uhn 6: 3, we find that,

did not need Philip’s advice, for he had already
determined on working the miracle, but he
asked the question 1o prove him (John 6: 6),
whether he had learned the lesson of the mira-
cle at Cana or not, for he was there (John 1:
43% 2t 2). Itisatest both ~f his intellectual
capacity, his resourcefulness, and his faith in
the ability of Christ to meet the emergency. It
was ]u(;x\s who usually made purchases (John
13: 29.

II. Tur Scanr Surenv. 86, Send
them away — So far as the disciples could
see this was the hindest thing they could do,
Many of them were passover pilgrims, and
would have no homes to go to, but must pur-
chase food and lodgings.

37. Give ye them to eat—This was also
said *“to prove” them. The “ye” is ei.
phatic. ¢ Gaod sumetimes asks us to do for him
more than \ . can, as when he comwmands us
to keep his whole law, but always to shew us
how easy it is to rest on himself.” (Lindsay.)
Two hundred pennyworth—A penny, or ds-
narius, was a small silv.y coin worth about
fifteen cents. It was-considered a fair day’s
wages for a laboring man (Matt. 20: 2), and
therefore was equivalent to at least a dollar
with us. It was a famine price for a measure
(choinix— 1Y pint)of wheat (Rev. 6:6). Wiith
this reply comwpare Num. 11:2:-23; 2 Kings
4: 43. It was a hurried estimate, not of what
would suffice, but of what would give each one
a little (John 6: 7). Two hundred dollars
worth of bread divided amongst, possibly, 10,-
000 persons, would give #wo cents worth to
cach. Some suppose that the sum named by
Philip was the whole amount in their common
purse.. But it is not likely that they would
have so much.

88. When they knew—They found some
rovisions in possession of a lad (‘one 1ad”),
ut whether his own, or carried for the disci-

ples, does not appear. At any rate they are
cheerfully given up to Christ. Loaves—These
were barley cakes (John 6:9; see Judges 7:13).
They were as large as a plate, quite thin, and
firm, but not brittle.  Fighes—John calls them
by a nume (gpsaria) which means, generally,
dainties used as ‘“a relish.” They were small
fish, like sardines, dried or pickled, and eaten
with bread. John telis us that the disciples
added ““but what are these among so many ?”
Compare 2 Cor. 2:16; 3:15. The means
often seem dishearteningly inadequate when
we do not remember the divine power which
makes them efficient.

III. Tue AsunNpant Mean. 39. Sit
down—Greek ¢“recline,” the customary posi-
tion at meals. By companies—** After the
manner of table parties,” (symposia)s. e. around
the sides of a square or oblong. Green grass
—This shews that it was the springtime, John
says ** there was much grass in the place”
(6: 10), The arid country east of the Sea of-
Galilee is green only in the rainy season, !

40. !n ranks—literally **1n garden beds.’
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“ As they sat in these orderly groups upon the
gmss, the g{;\y red, and blue, and yellow colors
of the clothing which the puorest Orientals
weay, catled up in the imagination of St. Peter
a multitude of flower beds in some well ordered
garden” (Farmr.) By hundreds and fifties
—¢ The individunl divisions consisted partly
ofa hundred and partly of fifty,” (Meyer.)
There were in cach two rows of 100 and a
shorter one across the end of 50—twenty groups
of 250 each, Luke says % b{ fifties in a com-
pany.” There were three fifties at each “‘sym-
posium® or ““table.” The women and chil-
dren ate by themselves, and were not counted.
(Matt, lﬁ: 21.)

41. He'looked up to Hoaven—** In prayer
we should use such outward gestures as most
fitly serve to express the inward disposition and
holy affections of our heart arid soul” (Potter.)
A devout cttitude is an aid to worship.
Blessed —¢. e. praised God — the usual ex-
pression for prayer at a meal. Luke says *he
Llessed them,” 7, ¢. the loaves and fishes —
“an intimation of the henediction uttered in
prayer, which was effective in causing the in-
crease.”  (Meyer.) John says, ‘‘he gave
thanks.”” Jesus acted as the head of a family.
He praised God for his goodness and gave
thanks, at the same time he *¢consecrated”
the food, and imparted to it its miraculous
power of increasing itself, ¢’Twas seedtime
when he blessed the bread, 'Twas harvest when
he brake.” Asking a blessing upon food be-
fore meals was a universal custom among the
Jews, and was practised both by Christ and by
the apostles, (Luke 22: 17, 19; 24: 30; Acts

of life, the source of supply for all other ‘hings,
s0 that all are included under it.” (Ellicott.)
Blessed and hrake are in a tense which sigrifies
that the action was performed once for all, Fave
is in another tense and denotes that he kept
;fviving the bread continuously ¢ bit by bit, to”
his disciples to distribute 3 with the fish there
was no need of this bit-by-bit giving—one as-
signment suffice [Hence **divided” is in
the sane tense as “ brake.”] The dividing of
the fisies, and the taking "up of the fragments
of the fiskes, are hoth peculiar to and charac-
teristic of Mark.” (Alford.)

42, And were filled—We cannot tell the
exact point at which the mimacle took place,
It would seem most reverent and natural to
place it in the distribation by Jesus to the
apostles. We are told by all four of the evan-
gelists that the meal was a plentiful one.

43, Baskets—Each of the Twelve fills his
basket. The word denotes the small wicker
basket in which each Jew carried his day’s
food to avoid pollution.  The Jew was called
‘““ basket-carrier” by the Romans. At the
feeding of the four thousand, the basket was
the large rope basket. The fragments—pieces
broken by Christ and not distributed. Why
were they required to gather up thei ents 2
(1) to bring out the preciousness of ‘the food
which had been given ; (2) to teach economy
—wastefulness is sinful ; (3) our food, espec-
ially, should be used with care—life depznds
upon it 3 (4) it was the bountiful provision of
the miracle at Cana repéated.  Anoverflowing
supply for future wants.

27: 35.) (Abbott.) *¢But why aska blessing| 44. Five thousand men — There were
specially on food? Because food is the basis ! women and children besides. (Matt. 14: 21.)

. SUMMARY AND REVIEW.

The lesson sets forth the compassion of Jesus and his power to relieve. Whatever other
reasons he had for removing to the eastern side of the lake, the one given in the lesson was uo
doubt the principal one, He did not think of himself {surely he was more tired than they),
but of the weary apostles, so crowded by the thronging multitudes, and busy with waiting on
their Master, that they had no time to take their meals, so he said to them (let schol-
ars supgly the ellipses.) Write Jesus pities the Weary). They set sail for the quiet retire-
ment of the mountains across the lake, but what did the crowd do? (Illustrate by map). So
when Christ and his disciples reached the other side they found some of them there hefore
them, and the rest kept coming until there was such a multitude clustered near where Jesus
was, and scattered all over the plain lovking for him, that when Jesus saw them he was
hecause they were as (Write The Wandering).

Some hed carried their sick friends all the way along with them ; and we never read that
Jesus passed by a sick person without healing him.  St. Luke tells us that hesides preaching
to the people, he ¢‘healed them that had need of healing.” (Relieves the Sick.) John telis us
that Jesus was the first to think of how this great multitude, miles away from any town, were
going to get their suppers, and made up his mind that they should all be his guests for that
evening. (Refer to the Lord’s Supper, where we are again his guests. Also how each may
have him as his guest. Rev. 3: 20.) But he wanted to see whether the disciples would re-
nember what he did at Cana.  So he asked Phillip ————— (John 6: 5). How much did he
say it would cost to give them all their suppers? What did the disciples ask Jesus to do?
W);)at did he tell them to do? How much focd could they find? How was the multitude
arranged? They were guests at Jesus’ table,

Now, before distributing to the people, Jesus does something that we should notice very
arefully. Read verse 41 (to ** blessed ).~ Jesus teaches us to thank God every time we sit

3

downto eat. (Impress upon the scholars the duty and propriety of ““ashing a blessing ™ at |

meals.) Through the blessing of Jesus Soant Supply Lecomes amply sufficient to relieve The
Supperiess. By trying to do what Jesus told them, the Obedient Service of the disciples
resulted in accomplishing what seemed at first impossible.  Only trust Jesus and try, and you
can do anything he asks you to do. (8) .
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| Jesus
PITIES = Wiidns
RELIEVES = Siceeriess
BLESSES e cicuion: Service

LESSON {l{ —January 20th.

Christ, the Bread of Life. Joun 6: 25-35.
(Camensit to memory verses 33-35)
& &8 - &
GOLDEN TEXT. PrOVE THAT
“He gave them bread from heaven We nced more than loaves, Matt. 4:4.
to eat.” John 6: 31. SHORTER CATECHISM.

uest. 4. What is God? God is a
L?SSON HYMNS‘Y spi%t, infinite, eternal and unchange-

CHILDREN'S HYMNAL, Nos. 41, 44, able in his being, wisdom, power, holi-
8o, t70. ) ness, justice, goodness and truth,

&

+  DAILY PORTIONS. Mouday. Christ, the Bread of Life; John 6: 2535, Zwesday.
Misunderstood; John 6: 36-46. HWednesday. Bread from Heaven; John 6: 47-55. Thurss
day. Spiritual Teaching; John 6: 56-63. Fréday. Christ, the Water of Life ; John 4:7-14.
Saturday.. The Manna; Exodus 16; 11-18. Sabdatk. Confessing and Enduring; 2 Tim,
1: 1-12. (ZUe Z. B. R. 4. Readings.) . .

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. »

InTRODUCTORY. The impression created by the miracle narrated in last lesson was very
deep. The people said to one another *“ ‘Chis is of a truth that prophet that should come intor
the world.”  te had repeated the miracle of the manna in an even more wonderful form, and
therefore they thought the resemblance to Moses complete. Jesus perceived that they would
tr+ to compel him to accept the crown, and lead them against the Romans. He therefore sent
tne disciples away, and retired himself to & mountain for prayer. Read the whole narrative
in Matt. 14: 22-33; Mark 6: 45-52; John 6: 14-21.

Lesson PranN. I. Bread that Perishes. vs, 26.29. II. Bread from Heaven. vs.
30-33. III. Bread of Life. vs. 34, 35.

1. Breap THAT PeRrisHEs, 2B -— The| verse g0 we learn that this discourse was des
eople noticed that Jesus did not leave with| livered in the synagogue in Capernaum.

gis disciples and that there was no other boat; 26. Verily, verily—Warning us that some
there that he could have gon: away by, except| weighty truth is about to follow. Miracles—
some from Tiberias, so when they found him|{ R. V "“‘signs,”  Irstead of seeing in the
next morning at Capernaum before them they| bread only the sign, thiey had seen in the sign
were surprised, and asked, Rabbi, when, only the bread.” (Lange.) The plural,*signs,”
camest thou hither ?—the ‘‘ when '’ implies, refers either to the miracles upon the bread and
also **how ?” He does not satisfy their curi-} upon the fishes, or it means simply his miracles
osity, but replies, as is his custom, to the state in general. They followed Jesus not because
of mind out of which the question arises. From, they recognized the spiritual meaning of his
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siiracles, and desired healing from sin and
nourishment with the Bread of Life, but be-
sause he could feed them and give them free
meals, and minister to their temporal need,
case and ambition. How many seek Christ
from similar motivesstill. They value religion
simply as ministering to their temporal comfort
their social standing, or worldly plans.

27. Labor— R. V. wor{c,” the word is
used properly for agricultural labor, then fos
work in general. *‘ These is here a double
paradox, (1) that they should not worl: for the
perishable food, which is the very thing they
must get by working; (2) that they should
work for the heavenly food which is not to be
earned b{work.” (Lange.) The meat which
perisheth—It perishes in the using, and the
body it goes to support decays. ‘The meat
which abideth unto eternal life, R. V.—
(See vs. 54-58; Jer. 15:16. Compare John
4: 14; 12:25.) The doctrines of the gospel
by which the Holy Spirit quickens, renews,
sanctifies, strengthens, comforts the soul (Isa.
40: 31). The food thus imparted fits the soul
for heaven. The life that Christ gives is not
extinguished by death. 'Which the Son of
man give you—Salvation, and all that
3. includes, is the free gift of Jesus, purchased
by his death for all who come to him. (John
6: 54; 4:14; 3: 16; 10: 28.) *“This notion
of giving seems at first glance in contradiction
to the order to work. But the work by which
man procures for himself this truly life-giving
ood does not consist in creating it, but in mak-

" ing himself fit to receive it, by believing on the

divine messenger who brings it to him. The
human wor£ would remain useless without the
divine g7f?, as also the divine gift remains in-
efficacious without the internal work by means
of which the man appropriates it to himself.”
(Godet.) For him gxtg the Father sealed
even God—This is the order of the words in
the original. Emphasis is laid ugon the divine
commission to dispense the Living Bread. A
seal authenticates a signature as genuine. So

" God has solemnly certified to the divine nature

and Messiahship of Jesus, both ty the voice at
his baptism (Matt. 3: 17; 17:5; 2 Pet. 1: 17),
and by the miracles which he wrought (Acts
2: 22). Seals were used instead of signatures
before the art of writing came into general use,
and custom still retains some representative of
the seal, a red wafer for example, in addition
to the signature in legal documents,

28. t shall we do— ¢ If we are to
work, what must we do?” They understand
quite well that*this etermally-enduring food is
spiritual, but their legal way of regarding spirit-
ual things leads them to imagine thatitisto be
obtained by obedience to some precept of the
law. The questio™ came naturally from them.
Compare similar ones, Matt. 19: 16; Luke 10:
25. Works of God — fulfil the conditions
necessary for obtaining this brecad—the works
which God requires us to do (Jer. 48: 10; 1
Cor. 15: 58). See Mark 10: 17. ¢ This was
the spirit of their time and country. To them,
as well as the Pharisees, their models, morality

was composed of & grexter or smaller numbes
of practices and observances ; and the difficulty
was to know them all, in order not to neglect
any, even in their slightest details. Work aftez
work, nothing but works, namely, those ex-
ternal acts. which the hand does and the eye
sees. Such to them was the spizit of morality;
such to the best of them was virwue.” (Vinet.)
¢ The idea of doing sumething to meriz salva-
tion is one of the last that the anxieus sinner
ever surrenders.” (Barnés.) Read Micah 6.
6-8; Luke 3: 12-14.

II. BRreaD FROM 1IEavEN., 20 Thisis
the work of God — the one moral act which
will render you well-pleasing to him.
cause (1) faith is the principle which produces
good works, is the tree on which they natur-
ally grow, the fountain from which they
naturally flow. And (2) because no works
are really good which do not spring from faith.
What are acts of love if there is no love in
them. What are outward acts of morality if
there is no vistuous heart behind them?™
(Peloubet.) *‘ He uses the singular, * work,”
because there is but this one, properly speak-
ing, and all the rest are wrap, up in it.”
(Jas. 1: 25.) (Alford.) Beheve—This fun.
damental requirement is repeated in verses 33,
36, 40, 47. See also John 3:15; 18: 36; 5:
24, 40; év]ohn 3: 23; Acts 16: 31.

30. hat sign shewest thou? —R. V.
‘“ What then doest thou for a sign?” They
wanted some proof direct from: heaven that
God had sent him. The manna was ‘‘bread
from heaven, but what Jesus gave them was
earthly bread. They did not think it prouf
enough that he was ‘‘come down from Aeaver,”
especially since he refused to be made such a
Kking as they expected the Messiah to be. In
their estimation the miracle of the loaves and
fishes did not raise him to the height of Moses.
Christ always refused to respond to such a de-
mand (Matt. 12:38; 16: 1). If the heart and
conscience were not touched he would not
}:ompel belief by such wonders as they craved
or.

31, Manna—(Ex. 16; Num. 11: 7, 8;
Neh. 9: 15; 1 Cor. 10: 3; Ps. 78:24, 25). In
their estimation Christ’s miracle did not come
up to that of Moses. (1) The manna came
morning and evening for forty years, Christ
gave but one meal. (2) The manna was “‘an-
gels’ food” from heaven, Christ used earthly
loaves and fishes. (3) The manna fed 2,000,-
000 people, Christ fed but 5,000. (4) Manna
was something far superior to coarse barley
bread and salt fish. The manna was a sub-
stance wholly miraculous in its nature and
origin.

32. It was not Moses (R. V.)—Every
word in this verse is emphatic. Jesus denies
(1) that the manna was the gift of Moses, and
(2) that it was Bread fromheaven. He affirms
(1) that His Father was the real giver, and (2)
that from him comes also the genuine Bread
from heaven. He declines to be putona leve]
with Moses. Moses was only God’s instru.

{10)
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ment, Jesus acts by his power as Son of Man. | 35, Iam the bread of life — with strong
He points out that the manna was onlya type, | emphasis on *‘1.” He imparts and sustains
a ‘‘shadow of gaod things to come,” the |all spiritual life. In various points draw the
Father’s Gift, himself, was the antitype, the | comparison between bread and Christ. He
teality, which it set forth. Giveth—*'is now | that cometh . . . . hethat believeth—Com.
giving” (Gal. 4: 4). The true bread - . the } ing and believing are the conditions of receiving.
genuine bread from heaven. It is not ‘con- | ‘‘ It is opening the heart to receive him ; it is
trasted with false bread, but with typical. trusting him with all the heart ; it is going to
33. Is that which cometh (R. V.)—|him in faith and prayer for comfort, and help,
Christ does not bring forward himself as the {and teaching, and all that the soul needs.”
Bread of Life until the 35th verse. He gives, | (Peloubet.) How does Jesus satisfy the hun-
in this verse, the distinguishing marks of the | ger and thirst of the soul? ‘‘Not Ly eating
true Bread—(1) It is God’s Gift; (2) it comes | his actual flesh, even if, as some suppose; the
down from heaven; (3) itgives life to the world | bread of the communion were changed into
—is suited fur all mankind. that, we in no way become what we eat, ‘What
) lion eats becomes lion.” ¢ Sheep eat grass, but
it is wool that grows on their backs.” We
III. BRrREaD oF Lire. 34. Evermore | should be no better if we could actually eat the
give us this bread—* The Jews understand | body of Christ. But whatever feeds our souls
this bread as the Samaritan woman understood ; does make us. better, and Jesus does this.”
the water (John 4: 15), to be some miraculous  (Peloubet.) He has made atonement for our
kind of sustenance which would bestow life | sins, and so opened the way to acceptance with
everlasting : —- perhaps they thought of the, God; he has sent his Holy Spirit to regenerate
heavenly manna, which the rabbis speak of as, and sanctify ; he bestows all needed grace for
prepared for the just in the future world. (Rev.  the discharge of duty and confirmation of
2:17.)” (Alford.) Christian character.

SUMMARY AND REVIEW.

Review intermediate events. When the meal was over where did the disciples go? When
did Jesus go> What befel the disciples? How did Jesus come to them? What did Peter
try to do? Next murning, when the people could not find Jesus, they returned to Capernaum
and were surprised to see him there—Why? What was their real motive in following Christ?
They desired Earthly bread for the earthly life. We, too, get this from Jesus. He blesses
our Jabors and feeds us day by day. Every good that we receive comes to us for his sake,
But few profess to follow him only because of the earthly blessings. We love him just as little
as these people did. For what kind of bread should we work most earaestly?  Heavenly
bread for heavenly life. What must we do to get this bread? Love, trust, obey Christ.
What is faith in Jesus Christ? Jesus gives himself to us. When we come to him and re-
]cgi\'e him as vur Saviour, he fills our hearts with peace and joy, and makes us strong to serve
him.

Jesus the Prue Br[ead..
JESUS GIVES

EARTHLY BRREAD HEAVENLY BREAD
for ‘ . Himself for

EARTHLY LIFE HEAVENLY LIFE
Believe and Live.

(11)
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LESSON IV.—January 27th.
The Great Confession. MATT. 16: 13-33.

(Comuuit to memory verses r3-16)
@ ] (]
GoLpbex TEeXT.

" "¢t Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
Living God.” Matt. 16: 16.

SHORTER CATECKISM.

Quest. 5. Are there more Gods than
one? A. There is but one only, the

Prove THAT living and true Go;i.' Queit. godll%
ol . . many persons are there in the cad
I(i?:'l;f.tsi:;l.gg.Chnst leads to salvation. A. There are three Persons in the

Godhead ; the Father, the Som, and
the Holy Ghoust; and these -three are
one God, the same in substance, equal
in power and glory. Jb
4] S — -

DAILY PORTIONS. Afonday. The Gree* Confession; Matt. 16: 13-23. Zwesday.
Another Confession ; John 6: 66-71. Wednesday. The Chief Corner-Stone ; 1 Peter 2:
1-8, Zhursday. Peter’s Witness fur Christ ; Acts 4: 5-12.  Ariday. ~ Cost of Confessing.
Matt. 10: 32-42. Safurday. Believing and Confessing ; Rom, 10: 1-11, Sabbatk. Con-
fessing and Enduring; 2 Tim. I1: 1-12.  (T#ke 1. B. R. A. Selections. )

LEesson HyMNs.
CHILDREN’s HyMNAaL, Nos. 30, 60,

& 146, 98.

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

INTRODUCTORY. After his discourse at Capernaum on “ The Bread of Life,” many of his
followers forsouk Jesus. They were disappointed in him. He would not come up to their
expectations of an earthly prince, and his ductrine was above their spiritual comprehension.
It was the tumn of the tide of his popularity. Henceforth he meets with increasingly bitter

opposition.

Mark 8: 27-33; Luke 9: 18-22.

LessoN PLAN. The Christ Confessed.
III. The Cross Foretold. vs. 21-23.

I. Tue CHrisT CONFESSED. 13—“We
here begin the second great division of our
Saviour’s ministry on earth, introductory to his
sufferings and death. Upto this time we have
had no distinct intimation, like that in versc 21,
of these events.  This intimation is brought in
. by the solemn question and confession now
before us. As the former peasd of Eis min-
istry was begun Ly a declaration from. the
Father of his Sonship, so this also, on the
mount of Transfiguration.” (Alford.) Coast
—R. V. “parts.” Mark says, ‘ the villages
of Cxesarea Philippt.” He asked his disci-
ples—He did not ask them because he did
not know, but in order to draw out an expres-
sion of their faith in him. Luke tells us that
he had just been alone praying (Luke 9: 18).
The Son of man—R. V. *“Who do men say
that the Son of man is?™ Jesus wished to
bring out whether they admitted that title to
be his in the sense of ** Messiah.” The an-
swer shews that they did not, but that they
considered him to be anuther forerunner, like
John the Baptist.

14. John the Baptist— This was Herod's
opinion (Matt. 14: 1, 2). Elias—the Greek
form of Elijah (Mal. 4: 5; Matt 11: 14; Luke
1:17.) Jeremias—the Greek form of Jere-
miah, From the bouks of the Maccabees we
learn that the ¥rophcl. Jereniiah was assvciated
m the minds of the Jews with the restoration

VS,

For a time he leaves Galilee and takes a tour to the north, passing through
Czsarea Philippi, where the coaversation recorded in our lesson took place.

Parallel passages,

13-17. IL The Church Founded. vs.8-20.

of that national glory whose extinction he had
wept over. He stood first in the prophetic
canon as the greatest of the prophets.  One of
the proglhets—~Luke says, ‘“that one of the
old prophets is risen again.” All agreed that
he was buta man.

15. But who say ye that I am — “This
was the decisive moment in which the separa-
tion of the New Testament ‘ church” from
the Old Testament theocracy was to be made.
The hour had come for the utterance of a dis-
tinct Christian confession.” (Lange.)

16. Simon Peter answered--He spoke
for himself and the rest of the apostles. Chrys-
ostom calls him ‘the mouth of the apos-
tles.” The faith expressed was not ev<lusively
his, nor was personal pre-eminence assigned to
him for uttering what the others believed as
truly as he. That Peter should speak first is
in keeping with his impetuous character.  “Sj-
mon Peter was one of the quickest to perceive
truth, and the r~adiest to utter it.  Jesus’ ques-
tion was like a match to powder, and the con.
victions within him, condensed in a compact
form, busst out from the fulness of his heart.”
(Peloubet.) Thou art the Christ—the Mes.
siah of whom the prophets spake. The Son
of the living -~ “ The confession is not
n.ade in terms of the other answer; it is not
‘we say ’or ‘Isay,” but “thou art’ Ttis the
expression of an inward conviciion wrought by

(12)



God's Spirit. The excellence of this confes-
sion is, that it brings out hoth the human and
the divine nature of the Lord.” (Alford.) The
Jews expected the Messiah to be a man selected
for the office on account of his preeminent vir-
tues, It was indeed a noble confession—an
epitome of the Christian faith. It soared far
above the narrow, carnal views of the rabbis.
Spoken in a gentile district, with idol temples
all around them, it was a ringing defiance of
the powers of heathenism (John 6: 69; Acts
8: 37; Heb. 1:2-5). “ As his inner life man-
ifested itself to the disciples, they saw in him
an exalted naiure above their own, and felt
that he came to them, not as a mere messenger,
but as a son, of God,—not a son, in the sense
that others might be sons of God, but the Son
of the living God, the one who came forth from
God himself, and was ip the inmost union with
Ged,”  (Dwight.)

17. Blessed art thou—Since Peter spoke
for the othurs he receives the blessing for the
others. It is pronounced on him no more than
on the others who were at one with him in his
adoring faith.  Simon Bar-Jona—ZBar is the
Syrian word for “son.” His father’s name
was Jonah, or, according to John 1: 42; 21:
15, 16, 17 (R. V.), John. Meyer calls this
‘“a solemnly circumstantial style of address.”
Others find an allegorical meaning.in Jonah
(a dove) ““Son of the Holy Spirit,” whose
emblem is a dove. Dr. Schaff finds in ‘‘Son
of Jonah ” an antithesis to *“Son of Man.”
¢ That 1, the Son of man, am at the same time
the Messiah and the eternal Son of God, is as
true as that thou, Simon, art the son of Jona;
and-as thou hast thus confessed me asthe Mes-
siah, I will now confess thee as Peter, etc.”
Alford and others say that *“son of Jonah” is
used as indicating his fleshly state and extrac-
tion, and forming the greater contrast to his
spiritual state, name and blessing which follow.
We 'would prefer Meyer’s view as being the
most natural. Jesus spoke impressively, and
so called him by his full name. Flesh and
blood—* The natural, carnal descent, as con-
trasted with spiritual geperation.” (Lange.)
(John 1:13.) The concise and comprehensive
terms of this confession, as well as the truth
they contained, were due to no mere flash of
genius, nor were they derived from any human
source, but they were directly revealed to Peter
and the rest of the apostles by God himself.
(1 Cor. 2: 9, 10,) . -

18. I say also- -that is, in response to his
confession. Peter confessed Christ, now Christ
confesses Peter, and through him all equally
believing disciples. Thou art Peter — Gr.
Letros, “a stone,” a fragment of 2 rock. Upon
this rock—Gr. petra, ‘*a rock,” a mass of
rock. Upon this famous passage we must
dwell but briefly. Firss—The Romish inter-
pretation, that herein a personal primacy is
conferred upon Peter, and that this was trans-
mitted to his successors, and that these suc-
cessors are the popes, is manifestly incorrert.

(1) It ignores the distinction letween pefros

and pefra. (2) It bases the church upon a

changing foundation, thus destroying the arch-
itectural figure. (3) It makes the apostolate
a permanent not a temporary office. (4) It
makes Christ bestow an invidious honor on
Peter, who had no more faith than the others,
but merely forwardness. (5) Peter himself
never claiimed any preeminence (1 Peter §: 1),
(6) The assvmption that tlic bishop of Rome is
the successor,of Peter and holds this primacy,
is disproved by history. We remark, Secondly,
that Peter is addressed as the representative of
the Twelve, and no personal honor is intended
to be conferred on him. (1) In Matt, 18; 18,
the power of * binding and loosing,” which is
part of the blessing here, is conferred equally
upon the others, and in John 20: 23 the power
of remitting and retaining sins is hestowed
upen ¢ the disciples,” which in all’ probability
included mote than the Twelve. {2) The mere
fact that Peter spoke first would afford no just
ground for singling him out for such a distin-
guished position as * prinate.”  The only
prominence given to Peter in the Acts of the
Apostles is such as was due to the strength and
energy of his character.  (3) The foundation of
the church is distinctly slated to he ‘‘the
apostles and prophets, Jesus ‘Christ himself
being the chief corner stone.,” (ILph. 2:20.)
Compare 1 Cor. 3:9, 10; Rev. 21: 14; Isa,
28: 16; Ps. 118: 22; Matt. 21:42; Acts’4: 11;
Rom. 9: 33. Our Lord’s weaning is, ¢ Upon
that in you which entitles you to be ‘called
Peter —the fearless confession of me’as the
One Saviour of Sinners —I:will build my
church.” ¢ Three times after this the ‘dispute
arises among them which shall be the greatest
—a dispute which never could have arisen had
Jesus a%ready openly and distinctly assigned
the primacy 10 Peter—and a dispute, we may
add, which never would have been settled, as
Jesus in each case settled it, had any such pri-
macy been ever intended to be conveyed by
him.” (Hanna.) Gates of hell——R. V.
““hades,” [Eastern rulers held their courts at
the gates of their cities. Here was the place
of public concourse. (Gen. 22:17; Ruth 4:1:
Lam, 5:4.) So wespeak of the Turkish power
as ¢ The Sublime Porte” (or gate). *“Hades”
means the unseen world, the realm of death.
Here it stands for ** the powers of Carkuess,”
all the forces of evil.
, 19. The keys—the power of admittingand
, excluding.  Authority to govern and exercise
j discipline in the church (*“the kingdom of
,heaven”),  This they did under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit who inspired them.  Christ
here speaks to Peter as the representative of
, the Twelve. (See Matt. 18: 18, 19; John 20:
) u,l?l-:ig.) Shalt bind—declare to be forbidden,
, Shalt loose—declare to be permitted. In so
, far as special powers were conferred upon the
,agostks they were dependent upon the infal-
, lible guidance of the Holy Spirit. In the es-
tablishment of the church they were inspired
, to define doctrine and exercise discipline. Their
, authority is still wielded by the appointed offi-
cers of the church, but only inaccordance with
| the New Testament, as given to ns by them.

(13)
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We teach apostolic doctrine and administer
apostolic discipline, The “‘voice of the church”
is the * voice of (iod” only when it accords
with the Bible and conscience.

20. Tell no man—Because they did not
yet fully understand the nature of this king-
dom ; 1t might excite tumults among the peo-
ple; exasperate his enemies, and thus raise
unnecessary obstacles to their work in the fu-
ture,

I1I. THE Cross ForeToLp. 21, From
that time—This was his first plain announce-
went (Mark 8: 32) of his approaching death.

See also Mark 8: 31; 10:33; Luke 18: 313/
24:6. That he must go—He explained the:

necessity for his sufferings in order to fulfil
prophecy (Luke 24: 27), and make atonement
or sin.  They were nat prepared to receive
this truth yet, Ba raised.again the third
day—They do not scem to have *taken in”

the literal sense of this announcement (Luke
24: 6-8), even after it had heen repeated the
second time (Mark 9: 10).  The chief pricsts
were sharper than they (Matt. 27: 63),

22. Began to rebuke him—Peter took
him aside to remonstrate against his speaking
of such an ending to his ministry. This was
not the kind of coronation that he had fancied
for Jesus.

3. He turned — towards the disciples
(Matt, 8: 33), Get thee behind me Satan
—The very words used to the devil at the
Temptation (Matt, 4: 10). Jesus hears, not
Peter’s voice but, Satan’s again urging him to
snatch a crown without the cross. An offence
unte me-—R. V. *‘a stumbling-block unto
me.” Savorest—R., V. ** mindest,” ¢ carest
for.” **You desire a worldly kingdom gained
after man’s fashion instead of a spiritual one
founded in accordance with God’s plan.”

SUMMARY AND REVIEW.

The central thought in this lesson is contained in Peter’s confession ** Thou art the Christ,

the Son of the living God.

Our summary must sexve to set this out prominently.

" Why did Jesus retire from Galilee for a time? Where were Jesus and his disciples when
the conversation in our lesson took place? What question did j%s;us ask? (Write, Who is
S

“Sufferings and death.

* name as we do.

Jesus ?) What answers were given to this gueslion ? What answer did Peter give? From
whom had Peter learnt this?  Speak of the influence of Jesus’ holy life, gracious words, and
loving, merciful deeds, all proving him to be the Son of our Father in heaven. Yet the need
‘of the Holy Spirit to make us see and feel this so as to believe on Him and confess him.
Show that Yeter only voiced the faith of all the others. What does the name Pefer, mean ?
On what will Christ build his church? Explain the play upon the word. Dwell upon the
““ rock element * in Peicr as the Christiaw’s defence against evil. The church of God cannot
be overthrown so long as she holds her faith in the divinity of Christ and in his death as an
atonement for sin.  So Jesus takes Peter’s words for a text from which to preach about his

, Peter called Jesus ““the Christ,” but did not know so well then all that was included in that
What offended him, rejoices us. Jesus is the Messiah just because he died
for sinners.  If you were asked the question, could you answer with Peter’s faith, My Saviour?

TWho is Jesus?

JOHN
ELIJAH
JEREMIAH
A PROPHET

SOME SAY

Peter says W& The Christ
Can you say me®~ My Saviour?

“@hxist Besus came . o . 1o save stuners.”
~ (14)



Deimery Department.
Conducted by GeorGr H, ARCHIBALD, Superintendent St. Matthew’s S, S., Montreal, Que.

PRIMARY PREVIEW FOR THE FIRST QUARTER.

GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER 1\ I“ Take my yoke upon you and learn of me.”
att, 11:20, .

One central thought is here chosen to teach. Only one truth should be taught to the little
ones in each lesson. Make this truth the centre around whick the other exercises cluster.
Let the teacher tell the story, and the'superintendent of the department apply the truth from
thé board. Examples are given each week. The suggestions will all be placed on the fol-
lowing preview. If you have two blackhoards, or one large enough to divide in two, take
. half of it forthe review each Svnday, and the other half for the lesson teaching. Draw or pin

a picture of the Bible in the centre of the retiew board and leave it there, adding to it weekly

the thought word. _Also add one of the symbols* used in teaching, the lesson. For example,
Lesson 1, the sword might be kept as a review symbol, to gecall the idea, r’{g}m the Baptist put
to death with the sword. Thus at the end of the quarter your review will he already prepared.

Reviews fail because of : NE S

(1) Lack of careful preparation, ’
(2) Because it is.not thought of till nearly the end of the quarter,

(3) Lack of definiteness. - .

(4) Too much of eachlesson taught rather than reviewed.

(5) Lack of object lesson and blackboard work.,

The above points will be overcome if this scheme is carried out.  Vary it to suit your school
and scholars. ~ It is adapted for a primary class of eight years old and under.

.

'LESSON 1. dJanuary 6th.
John the Baptist Behezded. Mark 6: 17-29.

Begin the blackboard work with nothing on the board but the Golden, Text. Put this on with
vellow chalk, trimmed underneath, if you like, with xed. I will not attempt, in the sugges-
tions that follow, to clothe the skeleton in the language a teacher might use. These lessons
are only intended to be hints to follow, and not to be used as given. Work at the lesson for
yourself, and teach your class the lessons #iey need. We must be exceedingly careful not to
try to teach too much. I was in a primary department recently, and heard the st_xpenntendent
at the close try to teach seven distinct lessons. I have, in the following lesson,. just one cen-
tral truth I would teach. How can I be brave? Doing educates the emotions, being brave
makes us more brave, therefore show the little ones how they may thus act.

*Patterns of any symbol used may be obtained by sending a two-cent stamp, either Canadian
or American, for each symbol wanted, and another two-cent stamp for postage, to Miss Ethel
Archibald, 93 Catherine Street, Springficld, Mass.
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The lesson story can he impressed by the symbol of the crown and the sword, with, if you
like, & drawing f;? the “ prison” on the board. Draw as you tall,  If you cannot draw, have
the outline of the prison drawn on the hoard with a slate or lead pencil, and as you teach trace
these lines with chalk.  When the right time comes, pin the symbols to the board. Make
much of the application, that is what you want to teach. Make'it stand out clearly, Avoid
teaching all sorts of lessons about John the Baptist.  Teach the one truth and teach it thor-
oughly. Always develop the blackboard work before the class. Do not put it on beforehand.

-

' G FEARED ng, o

*..i‘ ? ,‘ o

HOW CAN 1 BE BRAVE

LIKEJOHN ,’.

.. LESSON Il. dJanuary 13th.
Feeding the Five Thousand. MaRK 6: 30-44.

Always do the work on the blackboard before the class. A few strokes of the crayon will
make hills or mountains, aad the s. . Draw out the facts of the lesson, and as you speak of
the multitude make dots on the hillside. A white cross always signifies Christ. It is better
than any picture. Now, as you tell the story, make twelve white lines for the twelve disciples,
then, perhaps, a shorter one for the boy with the loaves and fishes. Make the squares as you
tell of the companies into which the people were divided, Teach one central thought. Our
one truth this week is Compassion. Bend all your energies to make the word understood. It
is not too difficult for little ones..

N o
s ppenoQuUoo 0o
.. . TAUGHYT - FED
"HOW CAN | SHOW COMPASSION
LIKE JESUS?,

) . . §163 - .
KIND DEEDS | eV .
K ‘ T0 SEND KIND ."{YORD_S .
L EOR' R

TOHEATHEN . OYH.ERS:




Here is a chance to teach kindness to dumb animals.  Gel some pictures of a dog, cat, bird,
horse, and pin in a group on the hoard. Then speak of the kind words to the sad in heart,
and our pennies to send the gospel to the heathen.  Draw the Luok if you can, and if not pin
a picture of one on the board.” If necessary, take the one from the preview board. Now,
as you review, pin a hand pointing to vach symbol, to make it more impressive.

LESSON Iil—January. 20th.
Christ the Bread of Life. Joun 61 25-35.

Tlﬁis is a very difiicult lessor: for the. little ones, and great care must be taken with the
teaching, ’

During the night Jesus walked on the water, and in the morning was found back in Caper-
naum. It was at night the manna fell; and it was also at night when Christ was born.
Simply, therefore, toattract attention and make the scenc interesting, sketch the bjlls and the
sea as below, pin a few stars and 2 moon, cut from silver paper, to the board and,make some
clouds. Tell the lesson story, and if it has already been taught by teachers, draw by questions
from the scholars. ) B

Be sure and develop the lesson before the scholars, if you do not they will run ahead of you,
and you will be unable to keep their attention. Pin or draw some loaves and not, more than
two fishes to the board, then a Jheaf of wheat. If you cannot draw one and have not a pic-
ture, get some black paper and get a friend to draw one for you and pin if the board.
Yellow chalk is always useful. You shoald have at least white, yellow, red, blue and green
colors in chalk. Draw the Bible or pin a drawing of one to the board. ~ When you have nearly
finished the lesson, take two pieces of red chalk and draw a heart around the Bibld.  Use one
gccg in cach hand, and beginning at the top centre draw both sides of the heart at once.

o it quickly. It is very easy thus to draw a heart. Try it beforechand. The lesson is.
obvious, manna, loaves, fishes, food for the boly; Jesus, the bread of life, food for the soul.

3

. i

s WSWVE -

LIFE TO THE BODY
WiLL MAKE ME’

- GROW’ e :
e LIFE "TO THE SOUL
STRONG Wilt MAKE ME

A LIKE FATHER = * - BROW, .
T UNSELEIS | IKE HIMSELF

_

. LESSON IV —January 27th.
The Great Confession. MaTT. 16 : 13-23.

In this lésson it might be as well to begin without anything on the board, nut even the
Golden Text. As a rule put this on beforehand, using yellow chalk, and place it up in the
corner of the Loard. Begin with the hills and the plain below (a little green chalk will
Le helpful here), then make single strohes for the disciples and the while cross to signify
Christ, and s you proceed make them teach the lessun stury, su far as the movements of the
disciples and Christ gu.  Then write the golden teat on the buvard,  Bring vut the fact that
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Peler confessed Christ because he Lelieved in him,

He loved Him and had seen His mighty

works, The remainder of the lesson is so simple that I need scarcely speak of it. Use
such symbols as you may have or draw the house and the toys.
. LIVINGTGOD:
R ) HPVE A
IWILLCONFESS HIM - '
EV.ERY DAY - . T
BY - ﬁ ) % o ‘ V
MY GENTLE'NRSS N BY MY KINDNESS
& & " BY MY ARSI
= ORDSAND DEg, - e
ot pLAY N WO €os ,

i. Why use a blackboard in Primary class?

(1) You cannut do the Lest work without it.

(2) There is nothing so helpful to attract at-
tention,

(3) There is nothing so helpful to hold the
attention,

(4) It helps to explain the lesson.

(5) We can get into the heart through .the
eye most easily.

(6) If carefully used the truth will live in the
child’s mind.

(7) Tt is one of the liest ways 1o impress the
truth,

(8) Itaids the memory of the child.

(9) Tt makes the lesson story clearer.

(10) It makes the application clearer,

(11) It enables us to condense the truth.

(12) It is one of the best means of teaching
geography.

{(33) It saves time.

(14) It is helpful in teaching the golden
text.

(15) The last look at the board recalls the
lesson.

2. [ cannot draw. How can I use the
blakboard?

(1) Itis not necessary to draw well.

(2) Pencil uver the work beforehand with
siate pencik .

(3) Use symbols and pin them to the
board.
{4) Occasionally cover the work with paper
until you teach.

(5) Uncover it little by little.

(6) Cut letters from white paper, juin them
together with black paper into words and pin
them to the board.

EVERYWHERE | GO~

PRIMARY QUESTION DRAWER.

(7) Get some black paper, draw beforehand
with chalk the lesson in parts, and pin to the
board as you teach the lesson.’

Thus anyone who wishes can use a black-
board.

WERE THERE TWO BETHSAIDAS ?
(Additional Note on Lesson 1l: Feeding of the
. Five Thousand.)

Accurding to Dr. Thomson and uthers there
were not two Bethsaidas, but one city on the
castern and western banks of the Jordan where
it enters the Sea of Galilee. The western side
was the city of Andrew, and Peter, and Philip
(John 1: 44; 12: 21), and the scene of many
miracies (Matt. 11. 21). The eastern side had
been built by Herod and named in honor of
Julia, the daughter of Augustus and wife of
Tiberias. It is objected to this theory
that (1) in verse 45 it is stated
that Jesus constrained his disciples to go to
the other side before him unto Bethsaida, so
that there must have been a city of that name
on the western shore ; and (2) John (12: 21)
speaks of ** Bethsaida of Galélee,” which could
not have Leen Bethsaida Julias, for it was
partly in Gaulanitis, Still, writing so long
after the political boundaries had changed, in
Ephesus, and for Christians all over the world,
John may have called the whole region around
the lake by the name best known. And, in
reference to the first objection, it may be said,
that the disciples wanted to go to the north
end of the lake, but were driven south by the
storm, and forced to cross to Capgrnawm (John
6. 21 24). Certainly we have no need (o as-
swine the existence of anoiher Bethsaida in or-
der to get over the difficulty.

* Questions concerning primary work will be answered in these columns.
g Yy

Mr. Geo. H. Archibald, Springficld, Mass,

Address
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Normal Deyariment.

Owing to the fact that this branch of the General Assembly’s educational scheme has not yet
Leen very generaily adopted, the same text-book is continued for another year. Attention is
drawn to the notice on the last page of the cover. It ought to be an object of ambition to our
teachers and Bible-class scholars to take the Diploma for the year,

ANALYSIS OF THE TEXT-BOOK.

Tuw Sassarn Sciool. TeAcuekr's Tfann.Book : or, The Principles and P'ractice of
Teaching, with special reference to the Sabbath Schoul, by Thomas Morrison, M. A,,
L.L. D., Principal, Free Church Training College, Glasgow.

By THOMAS KIRKLAND, M. A,

. Principal, Normal and Model Schools, Toronto, Ont.

(These notes are by no means a mechanical dissection of the teat buok, but Principal Kirk-
land has, at the request of the committee, largely supplemented the author’s treatment of
subject where such additional matter seemed to be called for. If you cannot obtain the test.
book in the usual way, write to the Convener, enclosing its price (70 cents), and he will see
that it is forwarded without delay.) .. . . i,

In studying Dr. Morrisou’s Book, the student is recommended to read the first (wo chap-
ters, and to begin the study of the work by thoroughly mastering the third chapter ; then take
up chapter V, and follow this by a careful study of chapters VI, VII, VIIIand IX. The order
of study will then be, the Qualification of the Perfect Sabbath School Teacher, the Principles
which lie at the foundation of all successful teaching, and the Art of Teaching deduced from
these principles. :

.THE QUALIFICATIONS OF THE IDEAL SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHER.

I. Personal Godliness.,—As.the main object of Sabbath School teaching is ‘con-
version, the essential qualification of the teacher is personal godliness. Only those who &now
the love of Christ can sincerely speak’ of that love to others. :

IL. A consistent walk and conversation.—The main object of teaching both in the
Public School and in the Sabbath School is not the communication of knowledge but the
building up of character, and for this purpose, ‘‘ example is better than precept.” We teach
not only by what we do and say, but to a far greater extent by what we are.

1II. The Sabbath School Teacher must know thox'guﬁhly and familiarly the sub-
ject he wishes to teach. He must teach from a full mind and a clear understanding,
—Nos, Tand IT may, in general, be taken for granted. There are few Sabbath School
Teachers who du not possess these qualifications.  The impurtance of III is not always appre-
ciated, zlmd yet there is no uther. characteristic or qualification which is so fundamental and
essential. L

(1) We can never convey intp another mind ngarly all of what we feel or know of any
subject. There is always a large.percentage of {vaste and lods in the act of transmission.

(2) What we really know we fecl. a strong inclination to teach. It is a law of human
nature that there is an instinctive impulse to tell in some¢ way our thoughts and emotions as
soon as they become vivid and intense enough. ** While I was musing the fire burned : then
spake I with my tongue.” . ' 7

(3) Truth must be clearly and fully mulcrslgod before it can be vividly felt ; and it must
be vividly felt by the teacher before it can be vividly felt by the pupil.

(4) When the subject is fully and familiarly known it leaves the teacher the full command
of his powers for the purpuse of teaching. A teacher pussesses a certain amount of energy,
and if parc of this is employed in trying to think out the subject, just su much the less will be
available for teaching it | :

(5) And lastly, the ample knowledge of the teacher inspires the pupil with that confidence
which every pupil should have-in his teacher.

. IV. 'What the Ssbbath School Teacher must possess:—

(1) An intimate acquaintance with the Word af God. a ) .

(2) A knowledge of the chronulugy of the Bible, and the geography, Luth physical and
political, of Bible lands, ‘* He must peeds go through Samaria.™  Why ¢?

(3) A knowledge of contemporary history. Give illustrations. N

(4) An acquaintance with the manners and customs of Eastern lands.  Give illustrations,
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(5) A knowledge of the, natuyal history of the Bible.

V. A Sabbath School Teacher should always br a learner.—As soon as a teacher
ceases to he a systematic student, he ceases to Le an cfiective teacher. Pupils should not be
asked to drink from a stagnant pool, but from & living fountain, .

VI, Patience and self-control are of prime importance in the Sabbath School
Teacher.,—In order to control and influence others we must first be able to control ourselves.

VII, A teacher must know the nature of childhood and be able and ready to sym-
pathixe with child-nature, —A Sabbath Schuol teacher should know the nature of the facul-
ties which he is to develop and train, and the order in which these faculties are developed. The
wisest training will be directed.to these powers that are conspicuously active at the time.

VIIL. The Sabbath School Teacher should possess an agreéable manner and a
cheerful disposition.—To many a pupil his teacher 1s the representative and embodiment of
what a Christian ought to be, and if that teacher is of a fault-finding, sad and whining_disgo-
sition, the pupil will naturally think that Christianity is not that joyous and beautiful thing that
it is represented to be. ’ i

IX, Earnestneps is a powerful factor in making a successful Sabbath School
Teacher.—If we wish to impress others, one of the first requisites is to be ourselves impressed.
That which we know and greatly care about we very soon learn to impart, but that which we
know and do st care about we will soon cease to know at all. 'We must feel deeply what we
wish others to feel. )

X. And, lastly, Hopefulness is by no means the least important of the character-
istics of the Sabbath School Teacher. — The teacher should remember that he is doing
Gud’s work, and that Gud has never proved unfaithful, but hes always owned and blessed
every work done for him.  The blessing may not always come when and in the manner we
expect, but that it will-come there is no. doubt. K

LESSON LIGHTS.
. [A PROGRESSIVE OR REVIEW EXERCISE,].

Children are much interested in Bible Geography studied in connection with the present
lessons on the *¢ Life of Christ.” Prepare an outline map (with black crayon, on muslin or
cloth), of suitable size to be seen easily by the class. Frum colored cardboard cut a set of
symbols which, will be suggestive of the lessons studied from week to week. If preferred, the
map may be colured with crayon or water colors to shuw the three divisions of Palestine, and
the symbols made frum white cardbuard.  As lessuns are reviewed, allow children to pin’ the
symbuls in the position on the map which will indicate the geugraphical lucalities of places at
which the events represented took .place. )

1. The following may bLe given for the quarter’s lessons: — (1) Shepherd’s Crook. (2)
Two Birds. (3) Star. (4) Palm. (5) House—houme at Nazareth. (6) Dove. (7) Moun-
tain.  (8) Boat. (9) Water Jar. (10) Scourge. (11) Moon and Stars. (r2) Well.

2. The whole may be used as a sandmap or blackboard exercise for variety.

3. Enthuskasm is awahened and memory aided when tue eaercise is accumpanied by music,
symbols being hung when places are mentioned in song. —Selected.

THE INTERNATIONAL BIBLE READING ASSOGIAT!ON.

This Assuciation is connected with the Sunday Schuol Union of London, England,
and is presided over by Mr. Charles Waters, the Honorary General S. _ratary. It is
represented in Canada by Honorary Secretaries fur the various provinces as follows: Nova
Scotia, Mr. Jas, S. Smith, Bland Street, Halifax; New Bronswick, Mr. S. . Parsons, Wood-
stock; Quebee, Mr, R. Beaumont, P. O, box 1966 Montreal; Ontario, Mr. Jas. McNab, 125
Huntley Street, Toronto; and Maritoba, Mr. A. C. Coubrough, Stonewall. By the courtesy
rf Mr. ]V\Ilaters we have been permitted to adopt the sclections of the 1. B. R. A. on our
esson helps. .

The vbject of the Assuciativn is to prumote the topical reading of the Bible in connection
with.the International S. S. lessuns. A Branch may be formed by not less than ten members
in any church or Sabbath school. Thesc appuint their Secretary, whose business is to cortduct
currespondent.e with the Secretary for the province and distribute cards, etc., to the members.
Each member undertakes to read the daily portions, and subscribes three cents annually. In
return he receives a card of membership, the monthly leaflets, containing hints on ‘the daily
readings, and quarterly illustrated ** circular letters.”

If you have not & Branch in your Sabbath Schuol, will you not organize one? ‘Fhe selec-
tivns_are admirable, the leaflets helpful, and the fact of being 2 member of a world-wide
assuciation numbering vver 400,200 members is stimulating. The Ionurary Secretary for
yuus province, whuse name is given abuve, will be pleased to answer any inqguiries.
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