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PRACTICAL TRAINING FOR TEACHERS.

Training of the successful kind is always an organic growth
from within. In their proper sphere, external appliances, out-
ward aids and stimuli can accomplish a good deal. But real
training must be the result of doing. Careful imitation of good
models cannot fail to be infinitely more serviceable in learning
any profession, than harren theory divorced from practical ap-
plication and living example.

—

The following paragraph from the Jllinois Schoolmaster gives
a glimpse of the suggestive methods pursued by an American
educational pioreer and reformer in the training of young
teachers. It describes a visit to the normal school under the
charge of Colonel Parker, and will serve to carry on the line of
thought suggested last month in our remarks on the Minister’s
report .—

“There was a general experience meeting with the Colonel
as leader. ZEach young lady was called upon to state in what
particular she judged herself to have failed in her reading les-
son, and also in what respect she felt gratified. There was no
grabbing for note-books.  But with a surprising freedom from
restraint, they arose and explained the situation as they felt it.
The Colonel made suggestions as they occurred to him, and
elicited many others from the class, trying to make them phil-
osophise on their defeat or success. Every Wednesday these
girls spend in visiting schools, going wherever they please, but
bringing in the next day a written report of what they saw.
They are not encouraged or allowed to criticise, but simply to
observe, ‘somewhat as Agassiz trained his pupils to observe the
fish.”

In several of the best county model schools methods of ob-
servation and induction like this have been been practised,
with the result of leading students to form their own judgments
on sufficient evidence, and not of filling them with undigested
scraps of opinions from external svurces.  Our nonnal methods

need to be revolutionized so as to give the practical element
us proper recognition throughout every department. In the
science department it now holds supreme sway. But in litera-
ture, education, and methods of teaching we are still, partially
at least, under the bonds of abstract theory and blind rule,
Time is too precious in this practical age to be frittered away
on dry genealogies of words, soulless parsing, and mechanical
analysis of sentences, to the utter neglect of literary beauty,
poetic harmony, and majestic thought.

Herr Teufelsdrockh, in his remarks on the Hinterschlag
Gymnasium, has the following :—

* Innumerable dead vocables they crammed into
us, and called it fostering the growth of mind. How can an
inanimate mechanical gerund-grinder foster the
growth of anything; much more of mind, which grows, not
like a vegetable, by having its roots littered with etymological
compost, but like a spirit, by mysterious contact of spirit,
thought kindling itself at the fire of living thought? How
shall ke give kindling, in whose own inward man there is no
live coal, but all is burnt out to a dead grammatical cinder ?

So it will ever be, till the hodman is discharged or re-
duced to hod- bearing, and an architect is hired, and on all
hands fitly encouraged.”

TORONTO COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE.

The city of Toronto should rank higher cducationally than
any othes city or town in Ontario. Its commercial pre-
eminence, and the fact that it is the capital of the Province,
have naturally led to the centralization -vithin its limits of
many educational institutions of a provincial character in theo-
logy, arts, law and medicine. It is but reasonable to expect
that the citizens of such a city would demand that the educa-
tional institutions over which the law gives them control should
be of the highest possible character. The public and high
schools of Toronto should keep pace with the advancement
made throughout the world in educational matiers. The
public school board have during the past few years shown a
most commendable desire to make the schools under their
charge a credit to the city. They have erected commodious and
comfortable school buildings, appointed an excellent staff of
teachers, and adopted methods of teaching and training which
are fully as good as the best practised in any part of England
or the United States. It is a pity that the same praise cannot
be given to the Collegiawc Institute. Even here, however,
much must be said in favor o” the board. They have provided
an expensive building, and appointed a superior staff of assist-
ant teachers, and unlike many boards, they have left “the
rector ” untrammelled so far as the classification, course of
study, and general arrangement of the school is concerned.
Whatever is wrong in Toronto Collegiate Institute, there is
only one man on whom to place the responsibility. Few men

have such unlimited powers as its rector. Absolutism is only
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good, however, when its possessor is a man of unusual wisdom
himself, or when conscious of his own weakness, he regularly
seeks for counsel from those who are best qualified to give
advice. Unfortunately the rector of Toronto Collegiate In.
stitute cannot be placed in cither of these classes. Power has
simply made him an autocrat, who does not deign to consult
even the teachers of his stafl concerning any matters relating
to the school. This betrays a great lack of consideration for
others, and is certainly not calculated to lead to the develop-
ment of a spirit of enthusiastic devotion on the part of his
assistants. But the want of courtesy to his fellow teachers is
not by any means the worst result of the rector’s system ot
management. A writer in the Toronto World aptly char-
acterizes his leading characteristic as *“ uneradicable old fogey-
ism.” Unrestricted power when allied with ““old fogeyism ”
always leads to the same result.  One of the numerous evi-
dences that the rector should have lived at an earlier Zate, is
the fact that even with only five or six pupils in a class, he
insists on having the sexes taught separately, without apparently
being able to see that he thus reduces the teaching power of
his masters one-half by limiting their time, or doubles the cost
of tuition to the citizens. The result of this and other ancient
customs naturally is that the Toronto Collegiate Institute has
fallen behind others in much smaller places. It does not at-
tempt such complete and thorough courses of education as
some sister institutes with much poorer facilities than it pos-
sesses, and so the people of Toronto have to suffer the humili-
ation of secing some of the brightest pupils from public schools
go to other cities for the higher education for which then pay
at home, and which they have a right to expect in their own
city. A notable instance of this kind has iecently attracted
considerable attention. Miss Eliza Balmer, with whose brilliant
success at the University our readers are familiar, was a gradu-
ate from Toronto public schools. She went for a time to the
Toronto Collegiate Institute, hoping to gain the higher training
she desired, but she soon reached the limit laid down by the
Rector’s fogeyism, and was reluctantly compelled to go to St.
Catharines to complete her course.  She obtained there what
her own city could not give her, and St. Catharines has the
credit that ought to have belonged to Toronto.  St. Catharines
is deserving of the honor, but what about Toronto? Are the
trustecs of the Institute satisfied to leave still in the Rector's
hands the power which he has shown himself so incapable of
using to the best advantage? ‘T'hey must remember, that while
they should not be held directly responsible for the details in
the management of the school, they are responsible for placing
at its head a mar who will keep pace with the progress of the
age.

It is not a satisfactory defence of the management of the
Institute in Toronto to urge that its pupils have taken some
honors at the University. When it is remembered that large
numbers of clever students come from the country to the school,
attracted by the reputation of the many educational institutions
in Toronto, and that the best pupils of the public schools in
the largest city in Ontario are annually sent to it the wonder is
not that honors have been taken, but that they have been so

few. We hope that in justice to the able assistants on *he staff,
and to the citizens of Toronto and their children, the Trustees
will clear away the cobwebs, and place their institute where it
ought to be, atthe head of the high schools of the province.

CRAMMING BY TRUSTEES.

The primary departments of very many schools are seriously
overcrowded—an evil which inflicts much discomfort and suf-
fering upon infant pupils too young to understand the cause of
their misery, and unable to make its extent fully appreciated by ‘
those who have power to remove it. More than any other
class in the school the junior division needs ample cubical
space for perfect ventilation, and abundant floor room for
marching to music, for gymnastics, for motion songs, and such-
like appropriate exercises. We are aggrieved by having as
many as eighty, ninety, yes, sometimes more than a hundred,
little children placed in charge ‘of one teacher, to whom the
smallest salary on the pay-sheet is allotted. But the small,
badly lighted, ill-ventilated rooms into which these large troops
of abecedarians are closely packed render effective manage-
ment a physical impossibility. To squeeze young children to-
gether on crowded benches and thus prevent that freedom of
motion which is half h child’s happiness, to cut off the proper
supply of pure air, and pen up these innocent beings in a feetid,
poisonous atmosphere, with insufficient light is a work fit for
some Surajah Dowlah. But this is what ¢ Trustees’ Cram” ef-
fectually accomplishes. It does, we respectfully submit, much
more permanent mischief to the rising generation than all the
s Teachers’ Cram ™ about which we are accustomed to read in
the public press.

FIRE PANICS,

We repeat the note of warning given in the April number.
Since the lamentable affair in the German Catholic School in
New York last winter, another deplorable accident of the same
kind has orcurred. One day lately a boy suddenly cried
“Fire " and, although the alarm was false, the panic which en-
sued resulted in some twelve or fifteen deaths, and numerous
severe injuries. If any such calamity should happen in one
of our own schools, trustees and teachers will find little conso-
lation for their grief in the reflection that after due warning
they neglected to take the proper precautions. Narrow, crooked
stairs, especially, are death-traps. Doors opening inward are
death-traps. Small cloak-rooms with only a single door are
death-traps, Large schools with upper storeys should have
fire-drill every few weeks. Now is the proper time to make
all needed alterations in halls, stairways, doors, &c.

Since the above paragraph was in type, there has come such
a fearful confirmation of its truth as we hope never to hear
again. At Sunderland, England, a terrible scene occurred on
the evening of June 16. About 1200 children were in the gal-
lery of Victoria Hall. At the close of the performance, the
children hurried down stairs. ¢ the top of the first flight of
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stairs was a door partially closed so as toallow only one person
to pass at a time, consequently the upper stairway became
densely crowded. A child fell, and was unable to rise owing
to the crowding of those behind. Theafirighted children came
on pell-mell, and soon more than 200 of them were trampled
beyond recognition or suffocated in the mass of innocent victims
who lay seven or eight deep!

Comment is useless. In the presence of such heartrending
grief, criticism is disarmed. Let this sad calamity lead us to
exercise unsleeping vigilance over the means of egress from alil
schools, halls, churches, and other public buildings. Now is
the time for alterations and improvements.  Once more we re-
peat the warning. God forbid that our words should again re-
ceive awful confirmation by some disaster in a Canadian school !

Trustees frequently build pleasant school-rooms and then
place desks and seats over every available square foot of the
floor, instead of leaving at least one-haif4he room free for ex-
ercises and evolutions. So deeply seated is this pernicious
heresy in the mind of the average trustee that many inspectors
are afraid to recommend plans for the large roomy apartments
they really wish to see erected, lest some marplot fill them up
with desks and thus the Jast case be worse than the first,

Will the day eve; come when the best room and the most
skilful teacher in the school will be given to the youngest class?

THE SWING OF THE PENDULUM.

In the course of a few years England has gone from the cx-
treme of having no national system of education to the opposite
extreme of a rigid compulsory clause. The disciples of Pesta-
lozzi traversed the distance between having all lessons recited
from text-books, and the total abolition of text-books even in
highest mathematics. Bell and his followers found that in cer-
tain cases monitors could be employed ‘with success, and they
attempted to dispense with assistant teachers. In Ontario it
was found tuat in some instances Scripture reading and lessons
in morals were opposed, and now we scem to have gradually
drifted to the antithesis of no Scripture teaching and no in-
struction in morals. Once upon a time our examinations were
few and easy, lately they have grown both numerous and diffi-
cult, so that even the universities themselves are discussing the
propriety of a reduction in their number. We lived a long time
without entrance and intermediate exa’minations, afterwards we
thought it necessary to hold them every six months. Just at
the present time the educational pendulum seems to be making
a perceptible swing in the region of elementary reading, oral
teaching, and the education of the senses. To follow out toits
ultimate consequences the present theory of certain doctrinaires,
means to send out pupils from our public schools unable to
carry on the great life-work of self-instruction by means of
bocks, unaided by some kind preceptor to explain all difficulties.

Let us note, however, that all human progress involves this
oscillation betwcen extremes. Walking is only a succession of
partial falls. A ship goes faster by tacking than by sailing

1
straight before the wind. Even the earth itself zig-zags in-its
orbit. The British constitution and government have been
slowly evolved and are still preserved by the alternate triumphs
of opposite tendencies. The swing of the pendulum measures
off the progress of the race in fashion, politics, science, com-
merce, as well as in religion and education,

We are glad to note this movemert within the educational
circle of Canada. The extremes will not follow because the
present tendency leads that way, The present impulse will
gradually lose its force, and we shall in due season reach the
true line along which we are steadily advancing. We may
safely humor every educational enthusiast to the top of his
bent. Hig experiments may lead to the greatest results. Time
will soon burst theoretical bubbles, but true progress and dis-
covery, though painfully and laboriously achieved, will assur-
edly stand like the pyramids.

OTTAWA SCHOOIL. BOARD.

Moved by Mr. Bronson, seconded by Mr. Meadows: That
in the opinion of this board it is desirable that there should be
added to the text-books authorized for the use of the public
schools of Ontario, an clementary work setting forth the evils
resuiting from the habitual use of intoxicating liquors as a bev-
erage, so that the youth of the country may be fore-warned
against such use ; that the Secretary be instructed to add. 2ss a
circular letter in the terms of this resolution to other school
boards in the province, asking their concurrence in this matter,
and that he be also instructed to forward a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Minister of Education.

TECIINICAL EDUCATION.

A recent publication of the United States Bureau of Educ,
tion gives a striking synoptic view of the development and pro-
gress of industrial education in that great country. In Decem-
ber, 1882, the Senate adopted a resolution directing the Secre-
tary of the Interior to furnish the latest and fuilest information
in the possession of the Bureau of Education in relation to
technical or industrial education in the schools and colleges
endowed in whole or in part by the government of the United
States, and also in other schools in the country reporting in-
struction in industry for either men or women. In response
to this resolution, and within four months of its adoption, there
appeared a short volume of upwards of threc hundred pages,
erabodying with singular clearness and fulness the desired in-
formation. Among the many useful publications of the Na-
tional Bureau of Education, this will deservedly rank among
the most useful. Here we have, as it were vocalized, the work
that a great nation is carrying on for the practical education of
its sons and daughters. We are impressively reminded by the
statistics collected from the wide field of thirty-seven different
States, of the increasing hold which education, in its relation to
industry, is taking of the public mind throughout the western
republic, and especially in its most enlightened and progressive
portions. Older countries, inheriting historical difficulties, and
confronted by severer problems, have naturally led the way as
pioneers, and not a few of them have solved some of these dif-
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ficulties and problems by giving a practical and industrial turn
to education. However, the report before us does not deal
specifically with the instruction imparted to children in the
schools. The sphere of inquiry from which its contents have
been gleaned was designed to include chiefly, if not solely, in-
stitutions giving a distinctly technical education, fitting men not
far nothing in particular, but for some specific industrial cal-
ling. 1t is impossible in the space at our disposal to summarize
the instructive facts here presented ; to classify and catalogue
the institutions to which as independent establishments, or as
branches of complex ones, birth has been given by the practical,
popular, and pervasive idea of special education for special
work.  As might have been anticipated, the Southern States,
impoverished by a war which destroyed not only agcumulated
wealth, but those naturally to be relied on as producers of
future wealth, hav~inade least progress in founding institutions
for imparting advanced speciaiized training. On the other
hand, the great west has peculiarly felt the impulse of the new
idea, and to a greater extent than the east has provided insti-
tutions where that idea can be developed free from contact
with the supposediy antagonistic tendencies of a purely classical
education.

The report points out in an interesting manner the respects
in which the American institutions devoted to industrial train-
ing differ from analogous institutions in the old world. As a
rule they are less specialized.  Sowme of the agricultuial schools
of Europe, the report affirms, require greater previous training
than do any of the colleges of the United States.  In illusira-
tion we are referred to the agriculture schools of Bavaria, whose
requitements for admission are equivalent to an ordinary
(American) collegiate course, while the studies pursued are on
a par with a graduate professional course.

The report of Mr. J. J. Tilley, on the public schools in the
county of Durham for the year 1882, has been received. It is
a pamphlet of twenty-five pages and contains the results of the
iqspcction of each school, the condition of the school-house
and premises, the supply of school requisites, the name of the
teacher, class of certificate, salary, average attendance, and the
results of the uniform promotion examinations.

The schools are classified under two heads : first, efficiency ;
second, condition of school premises ; and arranged in four
classes, one being the highest and jour the lowest.

Mr. Tilley explains at length the motives which induced him
to establish the proniotion examinations, and the methods of
conducting them, and expresses his gratification at the im-
provement noticeable in regularity of attendance, in the neat-
ness and care with which work is done, and in the interest
manifested by parents and trustees in school work. While the
school houses generally are substantial and comfortable and
well supphied with school requisities, the inspector thinks that
enough has not been done in the matter of cleaning, painting,
and ornamenting them, and that lack of care and taste is too
plainly visible in some cases.

Copies of the report, which is crowded with excellent sugges-
tions, have been sent to the trustees of each section, who are
thus enabled to ascertain definitely the standing of their own

*

school and to compare it in every respect with others, How
warmly the laBors of this successful inspector are appreciated,
may be inferred from the congratulations and hearty vote of
thanks tendered him for his year's work by the County Council
at its late meeting,

According to Inspector McLellan, “ The teaching of liter-
ature is too often the teaching of parsing and analysis, and
nothing more.”* Inspector Hodgson testifies that, “In the
teaching of English too much time is spent on analysis; too little *
on synthesis ;” and he adds, *“the department. . ..taught worst
and least is English.” We direct attention to the article on
“English in Schools” in the present issue from the pen of one
of the ablest English scholars on this continent. Dr. Hudson
seems to us to express the very spirit of the new education and
also to give most precise directions how to reduce theory to
daily practice. Is not Dr. McLellan rorrect in saying “ You
cannot ‘parse’ a boy into the love of the true, the beautiful and
the good ?”

We learn that some radical changes are contemplated in the
organisation of the Provincial Model Schools, with a view to
bringing them up to the requirements of the country as train-
ing schools for our young teachers.

—We are pleased to note the appointment of Mr. A. Smirle
to the insp.ectorship of the county of Carleton, jn the place of
Rev. John May who has accepted a position in the North
West under the Dominion government. Mr. Smirle has been
for many years head master of the central school east, Ottawa,
and is known to be a very successful teacher. He is spoken
of as a gentleman of great energy, ability, and aptitude for
teaching, with a practical knowledge of the school system.
With these qualifications he is sure to succeed and we wish
him every prosperity.

DISREPUTABLE TACTICS.

Intelligence has reached us that a certain A. J. Donly, of
Simcoe, has mailed to every inspector in the country a postal
card asking for a list of the teachers in his inspectorate as he
wished to bring matters of interest under their notice. He
signed himself “ member of the Board of Examiners, Simcoe,”
and some inspectors were naturally led to believe that said
Donly had something of vital importance in educational mat-
ters to discuss with the teachers in his official capacity, such as
relates to certificates, &c. No such motive has inspired Mr.
Donly, and we hasten to lay the truth before the inspectors.
Mr. Donly has seen fit tc adopt this disreputable ruse to obtain

a more ready response, and to procure the coveted lists with
greater certainty. He wants them because he is employed as
an agent in the interest of Nelson's series of Royal Readers.
Wkhy could he not in a manly, honest, stmight-forward way
state his object in seeking these lists? He adopts the subter-
fuge to beguile the inspectors—a course which is only in keep- .
ing with his false statement that the Royal Readers are au-
thorized. He mistakes the teaching profession if he, or any other
person, is under the impression that the inspectors can be
caught in such a badly baited trap.
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ONTARIO TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

The twonty-third aunual convention of the Ontarvio Teachers®
Association will be held in Toronto, on Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday, August 14th, 15th, and 16th, 1883. '

PROGRAMME.

General Association.

¢ Literaturo in Schools "—Muz. D. J. Goriaix, Port Hope.

¢¢ Schoul Curriculum "— Mg, James DuNcaw, Windsor.

““'The advisability of a change 1n the administration of the School
Law by the appointment of a Chief Suporintendont of Educa-
tion and a Council of Public Instruction in lieu of a Minister
of Education "— Joux E, Bryaxt, M. A,, Galt.

¢ Licensing of Teachors”—Mui. Jouy Drarxess, London.

¢ Moral Edueation” —Joux Minear, B.A., St. Thomas,

+¢ Examinations and Examiners '—Mu. F. C. Powesr, Kincardine,
Evening Addresses will be delivered by Proressor MAnsHALe,

of Queen's Unaveraity, Kingston ; Wit Oprient, M.A., M.D., of

Toronto, on *School Hygione;” and by the President of the As-

sociation, Arcuiparb MacMureny, M. A., Toronto,

. Public Schuol Section,

* Hygicne ”—Mz. Ronerr Arexasper, Galt. .
“H. $. Entrance Examination”—Mgz. Was. Ra~Nwig, Newmarket.
¢ Revision of Programme "—Mz. Jaues Durcay, Windsor.

PublicSchool Inspectors’ Section.

The muost effective application of Government Aid to Public Edu-
cation and the basis of distribution of the Schocl Fund.

Salary and remuneration of Public Schuol Inspectors.

Public School inspe stion and reporting to local authorities.

Lecturing and the work outside of the reutino of inspection.

Law versus Regulations,

Examiners—Provincial and County Buard.

High School Section.

¢ Local Examinations "—Du. Forkst, H. M., Bradford H, 8.

¢ Entrance Examinations "—Jas. Turnsury, B.A., H. M., Clinton
High School.

““The Professional Traming of H. 8. Teachers—Prixcirsal Mc-
Hexry, Cobourg Collegiste Institute.

¢ Natural Science at Matriculation ”—PriNcivarn SrorToN, Barrie
Collegiato Ins.itute.

« The Conduct of Departmental Examinations” — PRINCIPAL
BryaxT, Galt Colleginte Institute.

The Exccutive Committee earncstly calls the attention of all
who are ongaged in tho work of Education {o the importance of
attending the above meeting. The Railways, as usual, wilf 1ssue
Return Tickets at reduced rates to those attending the mceting.
Any further information respecting the Convention may be had on
application to the Secretary of the Association.

R. W. DOAN,
Secretary,
216 CARLTON STREET,

May 31at, 1883. JORONTO.

N SMathematical Bepartment.

NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF ALGEBRA.

Sir Isaac Nowton called Algebra ¢ Universal Arithmetic.”” The
progressive improvements and discoveries in this science have been
very slow and gradual in differont ages and in distant countriesand
extond over many centurics, )

The powors of numeration at first must have been very limited
before the invention of the art of writing, but there are no records
known which enable us to trace the steps of progress in the science
of numbers. Tho earliest methods of numbering would naturally
be limited to the naming of such numbers as the necessitics of tho
people required. Tho next improvements would be found in those
nations that applied themselves to commerce and navigation. The
Eg({ptians and Phonicians made the first inprovements in the, use
and calculation of numbers. But the Egyptian system of aritlt.
metic could not have been very perfect when Joseph was prime
minister, for it is recorded that he left off numbering the quantity
of corn laid up in the cities, *‘for the quantity was without num-
ber.”’ Ancient history ascribes to the Phuenicians the invention of
casting accounts, and keeping registers of everything that reiates to
the aflairs of merchants. Improved methods would be necessaryin
managing public ravenues, and men would naturally be led to find
out ways of sbridging and improving their methods of calculation.

The operations of arithmetic depend on the two simple processes
of addition and subtraction, and these presuppc-e numeration
which furnishes arithmetic with the crude material for allits opera-
tions. Arithmetic most probably began with practical numeration,
cf several objects, as the number of a hord of cattle or of a flock of
sheep. It is highly probable that the fingers of one or both hands
were the first instruments used to assist them in the counting by
sete. Homeor regresunts Proteus as counting his sea-calves by fives
—that is, by his fingers ; and in common with all early Greek writers
Homer emplcys the word meumapewv, which literally means to count
by the five fingers. Aschylus and Plutarch also supply evidence of
the same kind.

The remains of tho early Greek writers on aumbors are very
scanty. The leading names are Pythagoras, Euclid, Archimedes,
Diophantus, Pappus, and Proclus, down to the end of the fourth
century, but our limits praclude a d-tailed statement of their sev-
eral improvements and discoveries.

1t is uncertain whether the Hindus received their astronomical
and other mathematical scivnces from the Greeks, or the Grecks
theirs from the Hindus. Perhaps both received their knowledge
from some indepehident source. The Hindu notation is distin-
guished by ¢ the device of place,” which has given both perfection
and simplicity ‘o their . ystem of calculation. In 1817 Mr. Cole-
brooke published a translation of four ancient treatises on Arith-
metic and Algebra, written in the Sanscrit Ianguage. Thoy are
found in the midst of a system of astronomy entitled * Bralkma-
Siddhanta,” a fact which shows that they were not probably of re-
cent invention. Nearly all the examples in the algebra relate to
astronomy, and the whole of the treatises are in Sanscrit verse.
The probable date is A.D. 628, and their author was Brahmegupta.
Tho other two treatises are entitled Lilcvati and the Vija Ganita,
the first on arithmetic, the second on algebra. Their author,
Bhascara Acharya, composed them about A.D. 1114. The Vija
Ganita contains nine chapters explaining positive and negative
quantities, surds, simple and quadratic equations, indeterminate
equations qf the second degree, and the application of algebra to
geometry.

It appears the Persians were indebted to the Arabians for what-
over mathematical knowledge they acquired, as the Arabians kad
heen to the Greeks and Hindus. The Risala Hisab is a short trea-
tise on arithmetic and geometry written in the Persian language by
Kazi Zadeh al Rumi about A.D. 1450.

Baha Eddin, who died about A.D. 16562, was ine- author of an
algebra called “ Kholasat al Hisah,” which was translated into the
Persian langnage. The Hindu Lilarati and che Vija Ganita were
also translated into Persian. The following extract from a Persian
algebra in verse shows that they borrowed their terminology from
the Arabs:—*Complete the side in which the expression illa
{minus) occurs, and add as much to the other side, O learned man :
this is in correct language called jebr. In makiug the equation
mark this : it may hap that some terms are cognate and equal
on each side, without distinction ; theso you must on both sides re-
move, and this you call mokabalah.”
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Western Europe produced few students of emineuce in mathe-
matical science during the middlq ages. Some individuals, how-
ever, travelled into foreign countries in search of knowledge. Ade-
lard, a monk of Bath, first brought to England a translation of
Euclid’s Elenients from the Arabic. John of Basingstoke, Roger
Bacon, Isidorus Hispalensis, Bede, the Venerable, and Alcuin,were
great scholars, and did something towards introducing a knowledge
of mathematics. Gerbert, the most remarkable man of his age,
Leonardo Bonacci of Pisa, Paoli di Dagomari, 1350, Raffaelo Car-
acci—all these combine to show that the Italians were in possession
of the science of algebra long before the rest of western Europe.

The oldest treatise on algebra in the Arabic language was com-
pused by Abu Abdallah Mohamnmed Ben Musa about A.D. 813. It
is highly probably that he derived his knowledge from the Hindus,
for the Arabians wrote their figures from left to right after the
Hindu fashion, while their language is written from right to left.
The algebra of Mohammed Ben Musa 18 elementary, exhibiting
fundamental operations, mensuration of triangles, circles, &c., but
not extending beyond the solution of simple and quadratic equa-
tions. He gives no name or definition of the science, nor does he
give a formal explanation of the terms al jebr and mokabalah, by
which he designates certain operations peculiar to the solution of
equations, but he repeatedly employs these two terms combined for
the name of the entire science. :

Al jebr is derived from the Arabic verb jabar, which means o re-
store something broken. The word mokabalah is a verbal noun from
a verb which means to compare two things with one another, and
is used mathematically to express a comparison between positive
and negative quantities. Thus, as applied to equations al jebr
meant restoration, and mokabalah, reduction, or addition and sub-
traction of equals on both sides of the equality. The Arabians did
not adopt the Hindu notations, they held a less general notion of
equations, and their method of solving equations was different from
that of the Hindus; for instance, they had no conception of the
equation «?+pr+¢=0, the sum of three positive quantities=0,
otherwise than as an absurdity.

Among the writers subsequent to Mohammed Ben Musa may be
mentioned Abufaraj, Abu ‘}usef Alkindi, Ahmed Ben Mohammed,
Abu Hanifah, Abulwafa, and Omar Alkhayyania, whose algebra
was translated into French in 1851 by Dr. F. Woepcke. It was
probably composed about A.D. 1000.

The first algebra printed in Italy was that of Lucas Paciolus, in
1494, with the title ‘‘ L’ Arte Maggiore ditta dal Volgo de la Cosa
over Alghebra e Almucabala.” After the appearance of this work
arithmetic and algebra engaged the attention of learned men both
in Ttaly and in other western countries of Europe, and were con-
silerably advanced and improved, especially in the matter of ab-
breviations and new and convenient characters. Among eminent
Ttalians we may note Jerome Cardan, who published discoveries in
cubic equation 1539 ; and Nicolas Tartaglia (15600), who made these

- discoveries. Among the Germans, John Miiller ; Michael Stifel or
Stifelius, who surpassed his predecessors and contemporaries by his
¢ Arithmetica Integra,” and led the way to further extensions and
improvements ; and John Scheubel, professor of mathematics at
Tubingen.

Robert Recorde, M.D., composed the first treatise on algebra in
the English language, printed 1552. The second part is called
‘“ The Whetstone of Witte, containing the extraction of roots, the
Cossike practice with the rules of equation, and the workes of surde
numbers.” Tt is in the form of a dialogue, and treats of the proper-
ties of numbers, square and cube roots of algebra, or cossic num-
bers, and of the roots of compound algebraic expressions. It em-
ploys the notation of Stifelius, and contains rules for the solution of
simple and quadratic equations wnth_uumerous examples. Recorde
was the first to use the terins binomial and residual, and the sign=.

The great names after the time of Recorfde are Bombelli of Bo-
logna, 1579, Vieta, Clavius, Thomas Harriot, William Qughtred,
Réné Descartes, Francis Schooten of Leyden, Henry Briggs, Pierre
de Fermat, Dr. John Wallis of Oxford, 1656, La Grange, Gregory,
Dr. Borrow, Sir Isaac Newton, Euler,and Leibnitz. — Abridged and
re-written by the editor from the Notices of Robert Potts, M.A., in
his Algebra, London, 1879. .

AN OLD MAGAZINE,

“ Whether doth the moon at full and change really affect lunatic
people ; and if it doth, how, and in What manner doth it work this
strange alteration in them ?’ This is the firgt query we hit upon in
the pages of ¢¢ Mathematical, Geometrical, and Philosophical De-
lights.” London, 1794,

We make a few extracts, to exhibit the character of the work
done a hundred years ago in a magazine which ranged over the
whole Cambridge course of pure and mixed mathematics. A great
portion of the problems lie beyond the limits likely to be interest-
ing to the majority of our readers. We therefore cull only a few
quaint and a few short examples. .

Query 16 by Philo : It is well-known from repeated observations,
that in hot weather when the sun has shined for several days suc-
cessively, the effect of the burning glass is much weaker than when
the sun shines immediately after a shower. Required the reason of
the phenumenon. )

SorutioN—From experience it is well known, that heat exhales
from the earth a prodigious number of sulphureous homogeneous par-
ticles, which by their gravity float in the atmosphere, absorb and
prevent the incorporating rays from falling parallel, or with such
great coalescence upon the mirror. When immediately after a
shower, the rain precipitating the sulphureous particles purges the
air of its absorbing matter, so that the numerous converging rays
fall parallel upon the mirror, and are driven against the combustible
body, with an incredible, superlative, inflammable force.

69. Given x+y x ¢/:==1775,

and xyz=28336,
also wlyPz4-uy? X 2= 178149848800, where a represents the
year, y the month, and z the day of the month wherein I was born.

Sorvtron—Divide the third equation by the product of the first
and second and you will have xy=3542, and by the second wy=
28336z ; these values of .y being equated z is found=8; now z
being known the first and second equations become x+2y=1775,
and xy=3542, whence by subtracting 8 times the latter from the
square of the former and extracting the root we get x—2y=1767,
hence by addition and subtraction x==1771, and y=2, consequently
I was born February 8th, 1771. .

84. By J. P. O. Sullivan, Esq. : From the following equations
be pleased to try—1If you can find = equal four timesy.

e+ 4 a+y=144, and «*+y?-+a’--y*=4608.

At a village in Yorkshire, on the brink of the Swale,
Where cowslips and violets their sweet odours exhale,
Dwells a maid of real beauty, and wisdom refined ;
She’s the pride of her sex—and the hope of my mind.
From the equations below, learned gents, pray unfold,
The name of this fair one whom I prize above gold.

1) i(w+x)+'yz=79.

(2) #x+y)+2w=90.

) H(w42)+ xy=22.

4) Hy+2)+we=24.

Where w, x, ¥, and z shew the letters in the alphabet composing
her name. Thus Mr. T. Keith wrote an equation ‘ to his mis-
tress’'s eyebrow.” We leave our readers to verify the solution,
which covers more than a page of the Delights, and makes ‘‘ Ward
the name of this beautiful lady.”

The editor, Mr. Thomas Whiting, Master of Keppel-House
Seminary, in his remarks to correspondents announces: ‘ No. 11
will be published on July 10th, 1798, and all letters for its use
must come to hand before the First of January, and they must be
franked or post-paid, or they will not be received.”

PROBLEMS. —(SELECTED. )

1. 4 and B engage to reap a field for $90. A4 could reap it in 9
days, and they agree to finish it in 5 days, in consequence of which
they were obliged to get C to help them for the last two days, and
B received $3.75 less than he otherwise would have done. In
ghat time could B or C reap the field? Ans. B, 15 days; C 18

ays. .

2. Find the amount of 1 cent at 6%, compound interest, from the
Birth of Christ to January lst, 1882, say 1881 years.

Given log. 1.06="025630068652.
Ans$3984130,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000

3. 1Tf 30 acres of grass pasture 40 horses 50 days, and 60 acres 70
horses 80 days, how long will 90 acres support 100 horses, the grass
growing uniformly all the time. Ans. 100 days.

4. With the interest already due on a certain mortgage and that
which will arise while the work proceeds, I can exactly pay the
wages of 15 men for 11 months, or 31 men for & months, wages
being uniform. Find how long T could engage 9 men on the same
plan.  Ans. 20 months.

5. Given (x+y)(1 +2¥+x'y +uy’ 4 ady?) + zy=a. .. .(1)

ay(x+yXe+y+oyle+y + oy + oty + 2y )=b....(2)
z and v.
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SoLvTioN—In placing successively «+y=t, .y =t, t+8i=n, ti'=
W, ntat=w, un!=u!, we obtain u }ul=a, and 1r'==b, which shows
that wand w! are the roots of the equation U*—alU+4b=0; wand u!
being known, we have 1 and w! by the equationi, ¥ -wu¥V +u'=0.
Then we would have ¢ and # by the relation 7°—n7"}n'=0, and
finally X*—({ X4 #'=0 would g¢ive » and y.

6. %‘wo trains, a Pussonger and: Freight, leave tho southern end
of a railroad and travel north at the same instant that an Express
leaves the nothern end of the same road going south. When the
Passengor train arrives ut middle station, the Froight is midway be-
ween the Passenger and Express. The Passenger train then moves
on 60 miles when it is as far from tho middle station as the Freight,
and the Express has finished the journey : hero an aceident happens
that delays the Passenger 10 hours, when it prucceds on its journsy
and arrives at the destination at the same time as the Freight. Re-
qyuired the rate of each, and the length of the road.

SortTiox—Let {=tho time it takes the Passenger to wake half
tho journey, x=the rate of the Pussenger, y=the rate of the Froight,
and z=that of the Express. Then Ztr=the length of the road,
tx— ty=the distance of tho Freight from the Pussenger when the
Passenger arrives at the middle stution, and (z - tr=the distance of
the Expross fromn the Passenger ; hence, siuce the Freight is mid-
way betweon the Passenger aud the Expross, we have —

tz—te=8(tx—ty}, or Ju=2y+=z....(1).

When the Passenger is 60 miles past the niddle station, the dis-
tanco of Freight from that station i3 o + ty — (604 +x)=60. .(2),and
since the distance travuled by the Express at that time=the sum of
the distunces traveled by the other two trains, we have z=c+y..
(3). The ditference of the time required for tho Passenger and
Freight to make the journoy is (2t y)—2¢=10. .\4).

Subtracting (2) x 2 from (4) Xy, we have xy=12{x+y). .(5). From
(1) and (3) y=3z. Substituting this valuc of y in (5), we find £==30
iles, y=20 miles, =50 miles, and 2tr=10ry + (x — y) =600 miles.

7. A debt of 810000 is to be paid in 10 equal instalments, with
interest at 8 per cent. per annum compounded every instaut.
Thros of the equal payments are made before any interest accrues.
An instalment is then paid at the end of each year until the year
before the last, when no payment is made : two instalments being
paid at the end of the last year. Required one of the equal pay-
ments,

Sorurion—Let «=$10000, the debt, =8, por cent., =7 years,
the time in which the debt was paid, z==one of the equal payments,
and let each year be divided into n equal intervals.

Then if the interest is compounded at the end of each interval,

nt
the amount of the debt a at the end of ¢ yearsis a( 1 +1r~l)‘
which developed by the Binomial Formula,

=a{ 1+ m(:‘_l)+nt(1]znt;—1)(£)2+nt(nt —l)(ut—-g)('r_l)3+ L }

1.2.3

_ M)y, HE = n)t—) 1

—a{l-}-trT 15" + 123 [l

But when the interest is compounded every instant, n is infinitely

large, and hence each of the fractions }" ,2-;.. ....is equal to O, and
the above series becomes s .
et tr r
a(1+tr+f2- +m Foeen .)-—ae =ae
where ¢=2.71828128, the Naperian base of logarithms. The
amount of the three payments made at first ie 3rc?7; that of the
&ayment made at the end of the sccond year is xe*r; and so on.
ow since the sum of the amounts of the payments must be equal
to the amount of the Aebt, we have
(367 -8 4 B g g 4 €3 f-€7F +-2)=qe’T,
aletr —e'r) =81234.50
Sefr 21 —eir - Qer - 2.
value of $11000 debentures issued for 2 years,

wl.n“.‘ =

8. Find the
interest payable @ 6% per annum ; i.e. 8% half yearly.
worth 77 per annum.

SoryTioN—At the end of 25 years the buyer will have received
the following sums :—
Capital repaid =§11000
49th and last payment of interest = 330
48th payment—in hand half a year—value=830(1-035)
47th (14 [13 one (3 L3 = -330 1 o035)3
46th  « ¢ 13 “ = 330(1-0%5)°
&o. &e. = &ec
lst [} (13 24% 111 (1} = 330(1-035)09

Money | —

Total product of debentures in 25 years,
=811000+ 330 + 830(1 035)-+ 330(1 035)? + &e. + 330(1035)%
= 11000+4-330{14-1 03641035 +..,..1-025%}

1-035%—1
11000+ 330 x 10351
Now log. 1085%="50 log, 1'035=50 x 0149403 = 747015
=log.6°684901,
.. prod. of doben.=11000--(330 x 4-58491) = 035 = 853080058,
We have now to find the present worth of thisin 2h Y8 @7 % peran,
Present worth =53980-058-+(107)5,
Now leg. 1:07%=25 log. 107,
==2b x 0293838 ="T84695=log. 5-42745,
And 53980 058542745 =89945749.
Hence 81100 debentures=89945-749,
te 81 “ ‘00414 or 90} nearly.
9. The sides of n triangle being 130, 140, and 1560, what are the
radii of three circles so inscribed that each of them touches the
other two and two sides of the triangle 1 ’

SoLutioN BY Pror, Sritz, Missuuri Normal Schools.

Let ABC be the triangle, M, N, c
P, the contres of the circles, D, £, /
¥, G, H, K, the points of tangeucy. /

Lot MD=x, NF=y, PH=:, r= K
radius of the inscribed circle of the
triangle ABC, BC=«=130, Cd =b=
140, and AB=¢ =150. ‘Then we
havoe A D=dE=xcotdd, BF=B(G= £ X G
yeotd B, ClI=CK=z=cot}C, DF:==2 ‘
Y(xy), GH=2y/ (y2), EK=2 y/(a=), r ~
=40, and we have the equatious, - --
-CCOtiA + 2 ¢/(zy) + yeotdB=c...(1) 4 D F i
xeotid + 2 y/(wz) + 2cothC=b .(2) yeotB+2 y/(yz) +zcotdC~a. .(3)
By trigonometry we have
sin§Bcos} B sin3CcosiC sinddcos}d sinyCcosiC

= —== ..(4),and — == = p .
and from these two equations we can deduce the following, .
b{cotd A —tand B)=c(cots 4 —taniC). .(6), and .
a(cotdB ~tanfd) =c(cot} B—tanf0). . (7). .
Divliiing (1) by (2) and (3) respectively, and clearing of fractions,
we have

Wxcoty A +2 ¢/(2y)+yeoty B)=c zcoty 4 +2 /{xz) +zcot3 0. . (8),
and afzeoty 442 ¢/ (xy)4- cot{r]?lit{ycotw+2 ¥ (y2)+zcot3 C]. . (9).
Subtracting (6) x z from (8), and (7) x y from (9), we have
bf:tan B+2 J(xy)+ ycot&ﬁ]]= ztundC + 2 y/(xz)+2cot} C]. . (10),

H

(6);

a[zeoth 442 y/(zy) + ytang ytandC+2 y/(yz)-+zcots Cl. .(11).
Multiplying (10) by (4), and (11) by (5), and extracting the square
"ok T eaind B B c C..(12), and

z8ind B} y/ycosd B=y/ zsingC+ 4/zcos3C. . an
51:(:05{;‘4 + :// ysingA = \/ysingc-% N zcosgC. .a3),

Subtracting (18) from (12), we find
#y_siniCtcosid—sindB cos}C+cos}(2B 4 C) _ cvs} Beosj{r-A)
vz 8in}C~sinyA4-cos}B cos}C+cos}(24+C) cos}Acos}(z—B)

__14tan}d s _Litandd o

—m .(14). Sxmdarly;/—;:_m .
Substituting the valuo of 47y from (14) in (1), we have

1+4-tan}d 1{tan}d\?
or { 1-tan’}4 (1+tan;}4)+1 ~tan’}B/1+tan} 4
2tan}d 1+tan} 2tan}B \1-+t+tan}B
whence *

) o=

— 2ctan} Atan} B(1 +tan}B)

" (1+tan}A)(tan}4 + tan}B)(1—tan} Atan} B)[1+ tan}(4+ B)]
csin} Asiny B(1+tan}B) _ r(1+tan}B)
~sind(A+BY1FtaniA) 11 tan}(x-C)]  (1+-tan}d)[14-tan}(z-0)]
_3r(1+tan}B)(1+tan}l) - _ AR
= T+ tonid (17 +4 4/5—2 y/13— y/65)=26-677279. ._
Substituting the value of z in (14) and (15), we find

y=id +“1“f_‘2£;; $a030) 59(17 - 45— 2y13+4-/05)=25:44828_ -

_¥r(t-+an)(1-+tani B)
andz= T+tan}C

AD(17 - 4/5+218— 6324015,
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This problem is known as Malfatti's Problem, being first solved
in 1803 by John Francis Malfatti, an Italian geometer. It is a cele-
brated problem, and has been variously solved by a number of
mathematicians.

ANswERs TO CORRESPONDENTS.

The mass of correspondence we receive reveals the interest many
readers take in this department. We take this opportunity to
thank many kind friends for hints and suggestions which will en-
able us to make these columns still more useful to subscribers.
During the coming school year we hope to continue our papers on
elementary algebra and also to find room for some geometrical ex-
ercises.

Mr. H. A. McCaLLum, Waterford, Ont., Mr. Joun Moseg,
South Tay, N.B.,, Mr. Joux Axperson, Candasville, Ont., and
Mze. G. H. ArmsTrONG, Boston Mills; Ont., have sent solutions of
problems in April number, which are held over.

Mgr. Epcar KesNER, Ameliasburg, and MRr. JAMES SUTHERLAND,
Strathroy, have furnished us with a solution of problem 7, ii., jun.
matric., given in June number. The following is the method :

1 1 1
V3(1+ y3) ¥v3 143
1 1 Ry
A+ J3)2+ ¢3)  1+V3  244/3
&e. = &e.
1 1 1
© =1+ Bt VB n-1+J3 ut J3
bt ) 1 1 n
Sum

= V3 n¥ V3= J3(n+3)

ey 1 . 1
When » becomes infinite, —— vanishes and sum=-- -

n+ 43 V3

Mg. Danier O'DoHERTY, McGregor, Ont., informs us in answer

to a query that a solid cube of 10 ft. cut from a mow of hay will
weigh a ton.

Me. ArMsTRONG asks how a ship at sea is able to determine
whether it is north or south of the equator. We know of no way
but by making observations on the stars. The Nautical Almanac
wouh{ give the precise position of the constellations which are easily

1zed. The sun’s declination must be subtracted or added ac-
cording as the ship is on the same or on the opposite side of the
equator.

CorrespoNDENT, North Platte, Neb., wishes a correct solu-
tion to the following problem : A hollow cylinder, inside dimensions
10 ft. long and 6 ft. diam., lies on its side filled with oil to the
depth of 3% ft. How many gallons ?

" We trust all our friends from Nova Scotia to the Pacific may find
a very successful solution to that majestic problem: How to de-
velop unlimited enjoyment from finite holidays.

——— T RO D S

WANTED, THE SCHOOLMASTER.—A recent examination of elementary teach-
ers in Cape Colony hrought out some little-known statistics as to the distri-
bution of population. The candidates varied in their estimates of the pop-
ulation of London from 800,000,000 down to 8,000 ; Manchester has 200,000,-
000 against Leeds with. 300, and Wolverhampton—there is nothing like ac-
caracy —with 569 ; while 10,000, according to one candidate, is the number
for Holland and Belgium together. Equally, scientific accuracy was evi.
dently the forte of the elementary teacher who considers that “electricity
and lightning are of the same nature, the only difference being that lightning
is often several miles in length, while electricity is only a few inches;” and
of another who defines electricity as “ the orhit described by the sun round
the earth, but in realiity tne earth round the gun_»

The Kentucky superintendent of schools furnjshes these statements:—
Of every 100 of the -tate’s population, 15 cannotread. Of every 100 whites
over ten years old 15 cannot write. Of every 100 negroes over ten years of
age, 49 cannot write. Of every 100 men over 21 years old, 17 cannot write,
0f every 100 negro men over 21 years old, 76 cannot write. The whole
namber of men over 21 years who eannot Write formg ay) array of 76.22].

Corvespondence.
THE RECENT EXAMINATION.

' To the Editor of the CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL :—

S1r,—T shall perhaps render a not unwelcome service to several
teachers, if T point out a few of the mistakes which have most fre-
quently attracted my notice in answers to the questions on the Eng-
lish Language and Literature ai the recent Examination.

Learners should he cautioned aguinst the mistake of deriving
Anglo-Saxon words from Modern German. Itis quite wrong to
say that ““as” is derired from ‘‘als,” ‘‘shall” from ‘‘sollen,” or
“may” from ‘‘migen.” English and German are collateral des-
cendants from a common stock ; but the one is no more dejived from
the other than one of two sisters is the child of the other.

Ry about half the candidates the analysis was better done than
before, but the rest showed a very feeble grasp-of the relation of
subordinate clauses to the entive sentence. But what can be ex-
pected when learners are taught to set out columns headed ‘‘ Sub-
ject,” *‘ Predicate,” *‘ Object,” &ec., and to fiud the Object of a
transitive verb like s«id, by putting the interrogative ‘* whom” or
“what” with the verb, but when they have to deal with a sentence
like that set for analysis, are allowed to leave the column headed
“Object” blank, although the simple application of their test for
the object would show that the column ought to be filled up with
the rest of the sentence ! There was also a pretty general neglect

“| of the distinction between a conjunction such as *‘ that,” whichis a

connective and nothing more, and a word like *‘ which,” which is
not only a connective--but a pronoun as well, and so requires to
have its own construction indicated.

If candidates are intended to show any acquaintance at all with
Anglo-Saxon forms, it is really not too much to expect that they
should be able to write correctly the fifteen or twenty words which
serve to explain the pronouns, and a few anomalous verbs. The
excellent work of several showed that the feat is not difficult. A
pupil must have hecen very badly drilied when he sets down as the
origin of so common word as ‘‘ that,” forms such as thea, theat, theot,
thicce, thacce, &c. In one series of papers the form haet occurred so
regularly as to lead me to conjecture that some teacher had mistaken
the Anglo-Saxon Thorn (b), for an eccentric mode of writing h.
The derivation of that from the and af (=the one at that place) was
novel.

Beginuners, who fancy that thither and thence come from thow or
thee, whither (sometimes given as wither) from we, and hither from
I, had better steer altogther clear of etymological questions.

Tt is necessary to inform a very large number of the candidates
that ‘‘but” is not compounded of the wverb ‘‘be” and ¢ out,”
(though they will find the blunder repeated in many books,) but of
the preposition *“ be” or ‘* by,” in the saine way as *‘ behind,” ‘‘be-
fore,” &ec. Also, if asked to state the different ways in which
‘“but ” is used, let them abstain frow calling it a noun. The ques-
tion has reference to ‘‘but” as a significunt word, and not to the
mere combination of b-u-t.

Some very wild work was made with the abstract nouns, most
(for example) giving ‘‘age” as the abstract noun derived from
“old.” A good many (whose delicate hand-writing betrayed their
sex) gave ‘‘rouge’ as the abstract noun from “red.” It is to be
hoped that this does not betoken a too early familiarity with the
concrete article.

In the answers on English Literature, some very good and care-
ful work was shown up by a considerable number, but in too many
cases there was evidence of superficial and hasty cram-work, often
in connection with mere viva voce lessons. Teachers should con-
vince themselves that this sort of thing does not “*pay,” as very
fow marks are gained by answers in which Spenser’s * Duessa” is
called ““Guessa” or *‘ Odessa,” his “Belphoebe” ‘¢ Belle Phoebe,”
and his estate located at Kilmainham, Kilmarnock, or Kilimanjaro.
No candidate who had once read the names with attention could
give Ascambe for Ascham, Atnerway for Hathaway, or *Aronis and
Vesuvius for Venus and Adonis. Moreover, candidates who have
evidently never read a single stanza of Spenser are not expected to
express (at second hand) the valuable opinion that *‘the six books
of the Faerie Queene form a descending scale of merit,” any more
than that the coquettish Rosalind ‘¢ little knew the worth of the
jewel she had flung away, When she made a plaything of the poet’s
heart,” &c., &c. When remarks of this sort, expressed in exactly
the same words, have been forced on one’s attention a few score
times, they get just a little wearisome,
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Lot mo add, asa caution tonot a fow, that teachers nust oxercise
somo cavo in the selection and use of their text-books. They must
not swallow every bit of protended otymology that comes in their
way, simply becauge they see it in a printed book. Thoy must take
the trouble to compare the books they use with some recognized
authority. Skeat’s *¢ Conciso Etymological Dictionury,’ or Morris's
*¢ Historical English Accidence,” will do well for this purposs. In
one series of papers the candidates astonished ine by some wonder-
ful etymologiral gems, which T found came (at second hand) from
Horne Tooke. Now Horne Tooke was no doubt a very acute and
ingenious mnn, and he had grasped an important philological prin-
ciple, which, however, he applied with more courage than disere-
tion. But he was fender of brillint guessing than of patient in-
vestigation. and he wrote at a time when 8 lentitic l’hi&ulogy and
Comparative Grummar were as yot unknown, and Grimm's Law
was still *“ in the blue distance.”  Ho had not the least iden that,to
know the derivation of English words, we must track Enghsh roots
and formes, not only in Dutch, German, or Scandinavian, but in
Latin, Greek, and Sanscrit. Tn such civcumstances, he naturally
made the most astounding blunders, and the result is that his ety-
mological guesses aro not merely yuite untrustworthy, Lut are, toa
great extent, a mere farrago of rubbish.

It will minuse your readors if T give two or three illustrntions of
this :—

Tt is now part of the ABC of Plilology that the final ¢ of that,
like the £ of hit ov it (from he), and iwrhat (from whn), is a neutor suf-
fix, answoring to the d of the Latin id, dd, quad, &e., and that
the svem of the word (fhe or the) is a pronominal root, corresponding
(in conforinity with Grimm's Law) to the de or du of the Germsn
article, and to the toor te found in the Greek article, and the
Latin tum, tam, &c.  Horne Tookoe assures us with the most jaunty
self-confidenco that the word ‘‘that’ (==theud or theat) is the past
participle of the verb thiguan “ to take,” (which, by the way, he con-
founds with theon *‘ to thrive,” and fits out, of his mere will and
pleasure, with a past participle of the weak formation) ; while “*it”
{i.e., hit) is the past participle of hatan, * to be named,” *‘that™
and ‘‘it” meaning *‘ what is assumed or spoken of hefore.”

Aguin, take the word ““since.” Its pedigreo is as clear ax day-
light. It is a shortened form of *‘sithence,” which is formned with
the adverbial genitival suflix s or ce (like. Rence, onece, &e.), from
tgithen,” a slight modification of the Anglo-Saxen ““siththam,”
which answers exactly to the German seitdem, and is made up of
the preposition sith ** after,” and tham, the dative of the demonstra-
tive, ¢ sith” being a well-known preposition derived from an adjec-
tive which means *‘late,” and appearing as an adverb (seithu
“late”) in Gothie. Horne Tooke tells us that ““since ™ is derived
from the verb * to see,” and (asa preposition) means ‘‘seen and
thence forward,” while as a conjunction it is made up of * seeing”
or *‘seen,” and ‘‘as’— *‘‘seeing-as,” or ‘*secn-as.”

The word “head ” (A.S. heafod) is a very intoresting illustration
of the identities which a scientific study of thelaws of letter-change
enable us to trace. When it is known that we may expect an in-
itial ¢ in Latin to appear as h in English (compare cord- and heart),
a Latin p as f (compare pater and father), while the dentals ¢t and d
frequently interchange with I (compare lingua and tongue), itis easy
to see that the Anglo-Saxon heafod is essentially the same word as
caput in Latin, kephalé in Greek, and Zapdla in Sanscrit. Horne
Tooke (again ignorant or heedless of the difference between strong
iufnd we?.k verbs) makes ‘‘heafod " a past participle of hebban *‘to
ift up.”

Just one more specimen. Horne Tooke (who throughout labours
under the delusion that a porsonal suffix of a verb may serve as a
formative suffix of a noun) tells us that * tooth ” is merely the third
person singular of teogan ‘‘to tug,” and means *‘that which fug-
geth,” Any one who has sat as a victim in one of those agoniz-
ing easy chairs which are to be found in certain professional back
parlours, might have snpioaed that a tooth is rather * that which is
{ugged " than *‘ that which tuggeth.” The etymology is outrageously
absurd. The word ‘¢ tooth ™ (like mouth, goose, &ec.) haslost an
“2,” which appears in the Gothic tunthnus. Grimm's law of letter-
change shows us that thet. n- th of this word answer to the d- n- ¢ of
the Latin dent-em, the Greek odont-a, and the Sanscrit danta, which
:;:lo p‘artioipal forms based either on the root da==**divide,” or on

=*‘eat.”

Except for the purpose of amusing the reader, 1t would hardly
have been worth while to spend so much space in exposing Horne
Tooke’s etymological absurditiex. But unfortunately they are still
taught in schools, and crop up at examinations. As it happens,
Horne Tooke has found a docile disciplein Mr. L. P. Fleming,who

has adopted the whole farrago In his * Analysis of the English
Lanyguage.” This is a great pity, as it spoila s book which cont.ans
“ i;x'cut deal of oxcellent matorial and much thoughtful work, and
which, if the author would bo bettor advised in the matter of ety-
mology, not to mention strong verbs and one or two other little
points, might bo rendered a valuable and serviceable manual,  As
1t is, teachors who use it would do well to check the otymological
part by constant reference to Skeat's ** Etymological Dictionary.”
Yeurs faithfully,

January 1, 1883, C. P. Mason.

T'o the Elitor of the Canapa Senoon JOURNAL:—

S1, —Circumstances havo lately divectod my attention to a paper
on *“The Subjunctive Mood,” published in the May number of
your Journau this year, and read ata West Huron teachers’ con-
vention last February.  After a first reading of the article, I fel
gled that we had in this district » teachor capable of dealing with
so difticult a subject in such a satisfactory manner.  After a little
research, however, which 1 have lately made among a file of old
journals, I am compelled to onteita  a very ditferont feeling, I
am 1 a quandary, and for my own and other#’ satisfaction, and for
tho honor of the teachors of West Huror:, ¥ want some one to get
up and explain.  If any of the reuders of your Jounrnar will take
the trouble to look in the September number, 1879, they will find
an articlo there, on **The Subjunctive Mood,” written by Mr, J.
H. Stewart, of Perth High School, which bears a very striking re-
setublance, to say the least, to the article of our talented West
Huronite.  Tho tdeas throughout are the same in both, and the
languago in soveral sentences is identical. Now, what are we to
suppose ! Are wo to come to the conclusion that the man from
West Huron has given us a rehash of Mr. Stewart's article of 1879,
or are we to suppuse that Mr. Stewart had a glimpae of the former's
MS. and published it without tho author’s knowledge? Perhaps
the latter is the case. Perhaps the teacher in this district followed
tho example of some authors and kept his piece seven years before
publishing it. This would leave its production some years previous
to the appearance of Mr, Stewart's paper. If that were the case,
it is only reasunable to infor that Mr, Stewart was the borrower,
and in order to borrow he must have had access in some way or
otlier to our friend's MS. Men often think similarly, but such a
co ncidence cf thought and expression as that to which I have re-
fo:red is so extremely rare in this part of the country that it is no
wonder that readers of your JourxaL here wish an explanation.
The teachers of West Hurun are as sound in their principles and
as original in their ideas as their brethren of most districts, but
still they are desirous to learn, hence their anxiety to have this
literary mystery unravelled.

Thanking you for thg space allowed me, I remain, sir,

Yours truly,
West Huron, June, 1883.

B o Special Articles.

ENQUIRER.

CULTURE FOR CHILDREN,

BY A, F. BLAISDELL.

Aside from all that is gi‘otegque and exaggerated in the present
wsthetic craze, there has been, a3 every intelligent observer knows,
a notable growth of late in that which is as necessary to human life
as flowers are to our gardens. In plain English, as 2 people we are
taking fresh lessons every day in the science of the beautiful in na-
ture and art. With all the exotic growth of the present phase of
sestheticism, singularly enough, parents and teachers, as a rule,
have been slow to reslize the need of sesthetics for children; slow
to teach them, as they grow physically and mentally, to absorb the
real beauties of life, Do we often reflect what a world of beauty
may be opened up, at o trifling expense, to the bright oyes of our
little folks through the medium of the present profusion of artistic
and literary handiwork? The gospel of color may serve, as never
before, to bring good tidings to the active minds of our children.
No longer need our living-i"f)oms, bed.chambers, and school-rooms
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be color-starved, when even advertising cards of exquisite wor'k-
manship are scattered broadeast as tho leaves of the forest. Men
and women of genius have long felt the ueed of revealing to chil-
dren the beauties of literature and art. Many years ago, Charles
Lamb and his sister wrote the charming ¢ Tales from Shakespeare,”
and to this day hundreds of young.cyes open wide with wonder as
the great magician’s plays are so beautifully tuld to them in the
quaint words of the gentle Elia.
to listen to some good mother as she reads the old Greeh myths, as
told in the * Wonder Book " with Hawthorne's exquisite language?
And so with other authors and their works. Lougfellow and his
# Evangeline,” Whittier and his * Snow Bound,” Lewis Carroll
and the adventures of his sweet, little Alice in *“ Wonderland,”
Charles Dickens and his touching pictures of child life, Miss Yonge
and her charming histories---these, and many wore, are full of en-
tertaimment and instruction for little people.  Nay, more, all such
literature serves to educate the finer feelings, develop the power of
observation, and «quicken the mind to all that is true and beautiful.

A great deal of this literature must be resenvedd for more mature
years, and yet much more of it might casily be brought within the
grasp of children by intelligent parents.  Think of the contrast be-
tween the artistic skill and workmanship expended upon juvenile

literature to-day and thut of scarcely twenty years ago ! Compare
the picture books of this Christmas illustrated hy Walter Crane,

Kate Greenaway, Rosina Emmett, and a dozen other artists  with
the ugly daubs of culors which were the best, only a few years age.
There is almost a liberal education in the study of this year's vol-
umes of our two leading juvenile magazines.

It is not otherwise in art and wusic. On cvary side there is
every opportunity, at a trifling expense, to educate the taste of
children to all that is wood and beautiful.  With the sun as a help-
er, the works of the world’s great artists are reproduced at a nomi-
nalsum. It is not enough that our young folks see all these things
from the street, in the shup or art gallery, but the best of literature,
art, and music should be snuphhcd and given to them daily as a
matter of course. The cheap photograph «r heliotype print, hung
up in the child’s bed-room. should suggest stories to be told and re-
told. Every famous picture, statue, or other work of art, whether
seen in the original or in copy, has in itself a story as fascinating as
the **Slecping Beauty,” or the melodies of ¢ Mother Goose ™ her-
self, if the wise parent will only throw the smme glamour over them
as he does over the old-time fairy tales. Every statue, every pic-
tlre, and every fact, or legend of literary or historical interest, in
and around one's own town, should be as familiar to every child as
his vwn playthings.  All these things must be simplified, and the
stories wnade as interesting as one of Andersen's fairy tales. And
then, again, the eyes of little people should be trained t« appreciate
the beauties of color. Its combinations should always be chosen
with care, even in cheap adornments or wall-paper.  In these and
many other ways, little faces are lighted up with pleasure, and a
new zest given to their lives by means within the veach.of all.

Only a few more years and our children will become the men and
women of the next generation. If, as a people, we arv to live up to
the principles of true sestheticism, our younger gencratjon must be
trained to appreciate, as it grows, mentally and physically, all the
beauties of form, color, and sound. The mnaterial is all around us.
Tt only remains for us to utilize it.— National Jowrnal.

The true Test of primary instruction is skill in so texching that every
child looks at the faces of the thought, and not at its clothing ; studics the
idea, and not its words. The immedisate results appear the same; but one
is a worthless sham, the other is eternal truth.  Give less thought to what
sou toach, than how to teach it; less to what the child kuows, than how she
knowe it.—Primary Teacher,

ENGLISH IN SCHOOLS.*

Why should Euglish Literature bo taught in our schools ? and,
What is the best way of teaching it? These are the questions
which T propose to discuss.

As proliminary to such discussion, it will, T think, be rightly in
place to cousider, Lnetly, what our people are aiming to prepare

What can be a richer treat than their children for, and what surt of an cducation it is the proper

busiuess of the schoul tu give, that 18 to say, what form of mind
and character, and what disposition of the faculties, it is meant to
impress. v

Now I take it th at a vast majority of the pupils in our schools
are not to pass their life as students or as authors.  Their main
business in this world 1s to gain an honest living for themselves and
for those dependent on them. And no plan of education is just
that leaves this prinme consideration behind, in quest of any alleged
higher aims . for there really are no higher aims ; and all pretence
of such is a deluston and a spare.  Suvine men, it is true, do more
than gain an henest living ; but this is the best thing that any man
dues . as, on the other hand, shining intellectually is the poerest
thing that any man dves, or can possibly learn to do.  Then, tuo,
wust of the pupils in vur schuuls, ninety-nine hundredths of them
at the least, are to get their living by hand-work, not by head-
work ; and what they need 1s, to have their heads so armed and
furnished as to guard their hand-work against cerror and loss, and
to guide it tu the most productive means and methods.  And, for
waining an hunest living by hand-wak, the largest and best part of
their education is not to be had in school ; it must be got some-
where else, or not at all.  The right place, the only right place, for
learning the trade of a farmer or a mechanic is on the farm or in
the shop.  For iustance, Mr. Edward Burnett's ¢ Deerfoot Farm,™
in Southhorough, Massachusetts, is, T undertake to say, a better
school for learning agriculture than any *‘agricultural college” is
likely to be. There is no practicable, nay. no possible way of ac-
quiring the use of toals but by actually handling them, and work-
ing with them. And this rule holds equally true in all the walks of
life—holds as true of the lawyer, the physician, tho merchant, as
of the sheemuker, the bricklayer, the machinist, the blacksmith.

On this point, our people generally, at least a very large portion
of them, have their notions all wrong side up : their ideas and ex-
pectations in the matter are literally preposterous.  How the thing
came to be sv,it were bootless to inquire; but soit clearly is. Parents,
with us, are manifestly supposing that itis the business of the
achoal to give their children all the education needfnl for gaining
an honest living ; that thei- boys and girls ought to come from the
schoul-ceacher’s hands fully armed and equipped for engaging, in-
telligently and successfully, ia all sorts of work, whether of head
or of hand. And they arc evermore complaining and finding fault
because this is not done ; that their children, after all, have only
Tearnt how to use books, if indeed they have learnt that, and know
10 more how to use tools, are no better fitted to make or procure
food and clothes, than if they had spent so much timo in stark idle-
uess or in sleep.  Bnt the fault is in themselves, not in the school ;
their expectations on this head being altogether unreasonsble, and
such as the school cannot possibly answer. That, say what you
please, is the plain Engluh of the matter ; and it may as well be
spoken.

1 repeat that, with very few exceptions, and those mostly applic-
able to girls, the most and the best that the school can do, or can
reasonably be expected to do, is to educato tho mind and the
heart ; as for the education of their children’s hands, parents must,

*By H. N, Hcisox, LL.D., aathor of Harrard Shakespeare, Shakespeare's [ise, Art,
and ammum, cte. (,lnn, Heath, & Co., Roston.
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yes, must, look for this elsswhero : probably their best way is to
tako it into their own immediato care, and hold themselves roligi-
ously bound to attend to it. Possibly, withal, some parents, as also
some who drive the tradoe of idealizing about education, may noed
to be taught, or warned, that unless the school have something
ready mado to its hand, unless the pupil bring to it somothing in-
side his skull, it cannot educato his nund : brauns it cannot furmsh;
though it is often blamed for not doing this teo.  And, good s
vocal intelligence may be, yet, for all the practical ends, and even
the dignities. of life, manual intelligence is vastly-better : this it 18
that makes both the artist and the artisan ; and without this the
forme , however it may prattle and glitter, can neither plough the
ficld nor reap the corn, neither tan the leather nor make the shoe,
neither shape the brick nor build the wall, neither grind the tlour
nor bake tho bread.

But I suspect our American parents have become somewhat ab-
surdly, and not very innocently, ambitious of having their boys
and girls all educated to be gentlemen and ladies ; which is, T take
it, the same in effect as having them educated.to be good for noth-
ing 3 tov proud or too Jazy to live by hand-work, while they are no-
wise qualified to live by head-work, nor could get any to dv, if they
were. And so they insist on having their children taught how to
do somothing, porlaps several things, without ever soiling their
fingers by actually doing mnything. If they would, inall meck-
ness and simplicity of heart, endeavour to educate their children to
be good for something, they would be infinitely more likely toover-
take the aim of their sinful and stupid amtion. The man who
has been well and rightly cducated to earn, and does earn, a fair
living by true and solid service, is a gentleman in the vnly sense
in which it is not both a sin and a shame to be calied by that title.
Any form of honest service, however plain and humble, has manli-
ness in it, and is therefore a higher style of gentility, and a sounder
Lasis of self-respect, than any, cven the proudest, form of mere
social ornamentation. The dull boy, who cannot prate science, but
can drive a cart as a cart onght to be driven, or the dull girl who
cannot finger a piano, but can rightly broil a beefsteak, 13, in the
oye of all true taste, a far more sightly and attractive object than
the most learned and accomplished good-for-nothing in the world.
I have seen men calling themselves doctors, who, week after weck,
month after montk, year after year, wore going about making sham
calls on bogus patients, that so they mught either get themselves a
practice or make men believe they had one : and have thought that
the poorest drudge, who honestly ate his bread, or what little he
could get, in the sweat of his face, was a prince in comparison with
thom. An aristocratic idler or trifler or spondthriit or clothes-
frame, however strong he may smell of the school aud the college,
of books and of lingual culture, is no better than = vulgar illiterate
loafer ; nor can his smart clothes and his perfumes and his lily
hands and is fashionable airs shield him from the just contempt of
thoughtful men and sensible women.

Now so long as people proceed upon the notwn that their ¢’ ‘1d-
ren’s main business in this world is to shine, and not to work, and
that the school has it in special charge to fit them out atall points
for a sclf-supporting and reputable career in life, just so long they
will continue to expect and demand of the school that which the
school cannot give ; to grumble and find fault because it fails to do
what they wish ; and to insist on having its mothods changed till
their preposterous demands are satisfied.  On the other hand, tho
school could do its proper work much better if people would but
come down, or rather come up, to a just conception of what that
work is. But it must needs fail, in a greater or less degree, to do
that part of cducation which falls within its legitimato province,
whilo struggling and beating about in a vain endeavour to combinc

this with that part which fairly lics outsido of its province, For,
in straining to hit the impossible, we are protty surc to miss the
possible. And all experienced teachors know right well that those
parents who faithfully do their own part in the cducation of their
children are most apt to be satisfied with what tho school is doing,

It is, then, desirable that children should learn to think, but it
is indispensable that they should learn to work ; and I beliove it is
possible for a large. perhaps the larger, portion of them to be so
educated as to find pleasure in both. But the great question is,
how to render the desirable thing and the indispensable thing
mutually helpful and supplemeutary. For, surely, the two parts
of cducation, the education of the mind and the education of the
hand, though quite distinet in idea, and separate in act, are not,
or néed not be, at all antagonistic. On the contrary, the sthaol
can, and should, so do its part as to coiiperate with and further that
part which lies beyond its province.  And it is both the oftice and
the aim of a wise benevolence in teachers so to deal with the boys
under t.¢ir care as to make them, if possible, intelligent, thought-
ful, sober-minded men, with hearts set and tuned to such services
and such pleasures s reason and religion approve ; also, to make
them prudent, upright, patriotic citizens, with heads so stocked
and tempered as not to be *“ eajoled and driven about in herds” by
greedy, ambitious, unprineipled demagogees, and the political
gamesters of the day.  And here it is to be noted, withal, that any
man who ¢ains an hoenest living for himself, whether lettered orun-
lettered, is 2 good citizen in the right sense of the term ; and that
human slug: and do-nothings, however book-learned they may be,
are not good citizens.

As for the women, let it sufiice that their rights and interests in
this matter are coirdinate with those of the men ; just that, and no
more. Their main business, also, is to get an honest living. And
the cducation that unprepaves them or leaves them unprepared for
this is the height of folly and of wrong. And I hope the most of
them are not_going to turn students or authors by profession, nor
to aim at cating their bread in the sweat of the brain. For things
have already come to that pass with us, that any fool can write a
book : the great difficulty is in finding people who know enough
and have strength enough not to attempt it.

And here let me say that the greatest institution in the world is
the family ; worth all others put together, and the foundation of
them all.  So, again, the greatest art known among men is house-
keeping, which is-thelife of the family. For whatare we poor
mortals good for, in head, heart, hand, or anything else, without
healthy, cupeptic stomachs? and how are we to have such stomachs
without good cooking? So that I reckon housckecping to be just
the last thing that any lady can afford to be ignorant of. The finest
accomplishment tov that woman was ever beautified with. This
part of woman'’s education, also, is to bo gained at home ; it cannot
be gained anywhere else. ° As for those young ladies who are above
going into the kitchen, and learning this great art by actually
working at it, my adrico is, that they forthwith migrate to a world
where the home and the family have no place, and where babics
are not o be bomn and narsed.

Our girlg in school, then, should, first of all, be fashioned for in.
tolligent, thoughtful, sober-minded women ; with souls attempered
and attuned to the honest and ennobling dolectations of tho fire-
side ; their heads furnished and disposed to be prudent, skilful,
dutiful wives and mothers and housekeepers; home-loving and
home-staying ; formed forsteady loves, sercno attachments, quiet
virtues, and the whole flock cf houschold pictics ; all suited to the
oftico of : - .

A creature not too bright or good
For humazn nature's daily foud.
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The love of home, and tho art of making home lovely, must bo
mainly acquired in the works aud enjoyments of home ; and the
bost thing that the school can do is to codperate with the home to
that end.

But the most importaunt item in this account, and that which is
tho main subject of what I have to say, is yet to come.

We have reached a stage of civilization and gencral culture in
which both the virtue and the happiness of people depend very
much on their intellectual forming and furnishing. And as this
holds true alike of buth sexes, so both will be included alike in the
scope of what T have in mind to speak further. Books, of une sort
or another, are now, ox every hand, a common resort for entertain-
ment and pleasure, and are likely to become more and more so.
Wealth has greatly accumulated ; machinery has come to do w lurge
part of our work ; and all sorts of people have more or less of lei-
sure on their hands. This leisure ought not to he spent in idleness,
neither will it be. In the vacancy of their hands people’s thoughts
will needs be busy either for the better or for the worse: if their
minds are not dressed for the abode of the Deity, they will be
workshops of the Devil. And reading does in fact beara large part
in filling up such vacant time.

Now the world is getting full of devils, very poteat ones too, in
the shape of foolish and bad books. And I am apt to think the
foolish devils in that shape even worse than the wicked : for they
only begin the work of evil somewhat further off, su s to come at
it the more surely ; and a slow creeping infection is more dangerous
than a frank assault. Nothing so bad here as that which eludes or
seduces the morzl sentinels of the heart. 1 am not exactly a be-
liever in the old doctrine of total depravity ; but T fear it must be
confessed that the greater number of veople take much more readily
to that which is false and bad than to that which is good and true.
Certainly what intoxicates and lowers stands a better chance with
them than what scbeis and elevates.  Virtue and wisdom are an
up-hill road, where they do not advance without some eflort ; folly
and vice a down-hill path, where it requires some effort not to ad-
vance. And this is quite as true in intellectual mattersasinmorel.
Hore, to mest people, delight in what is false and bad comes spon-
tanecously ; delight in whatis trug and good is the slow result of
discipline and care, aud grows by postponement of impulse to law.

I suspect it has been taken fr - granted much too generally, that
if people know how to read they will be apt enough to make good
use of that knowledge without further concern. A very great mis-
take! This faculty is quite as liable to abuse as any other: prob-
ably thero is none other more sadly abused at this very time ; none
that neceds to be more carefully fenced about with the safeguards of
judgment and taste. Through this faculty crowds of our young
people aro let into the society of such things as can only degrade
and corrupt, and, to a great extent, are positively drawn away from
the fellowship of such as would clovate and correct.  Dlost, prob-
ably not less than seven-eighths, of the books now read are simply
a discipline of debasement ; ministering fierce stimulants and pro-
vocatives to the lower propensities, and habituating the thaughts
to the mud and slime of literary cesspools and slop-cooks.

1 have indecd no faith in the policy or the efficacy of, attempting
to squelch these springs of evil by forcible sequestration, or to keep
peoplo from cating this poor devil-soup by muzzling them. 1f they
will take to it, probably the best way is to let them have it; per-
haps it is best to act somewhat on the plan of glutting them with
it, in the hope that so they may outgrew it - but something might
well be essayod 50 to fit and prepare them as that they may not
take to it, and hay oven turn away from it with ‘isgust when it
comes to them. Surcly, at all events, the education that delivers
pevple vver to such feeding is a very doubtful good.

In view of all which, it is clearly of the highest consequonce,that
from their early youth puople should have their minds so bent and
disposed as tq rind pleasure in such books as are adapted to purify
and raise. I say pleasure, because we cannot rely, neither ought
we, on arguments of right in this matter. Reading even good
books without plensure, and merely from 2 sense of duty, is of little
benefit, and may even do hurt, by breeding insensibly an aversion
to what is good, and by investing it with irksome associations. A
genial delight in that which is good is what sets the colours of it
in the mind : without this, the mind grows at odds with it. People
cannot be droned or bored into virtue ; and if evil were made as
tedious to them as good often is, I suspect their hearts would soon
be weaned from ugliness, and won to a marriage with beauty. And
the pith of my argument is, that it is what people take pleasure in
that really shapes and determines their characters. So experience
has taught me that the characters of students in college are in-
fluenced far more by their reading than by theirstudics. From the
books they take to you may judge at once whither their spirits are
tending, and what they are inwardly made of, because here they
generally go by free choice and pleasure. In brief, they study what
they must ; they read what they love; and their souls are and will
be in the keeping of their loves. Even the breath of excellence is
apt to be lost, if it be not waited on by delight ; while, to love
warthy objects, and in a worthy manner, is the top and crown of
earthly goud, ay, and of heavenly good also. Considering how clear
and evident all this is, that so little is done, even in our highest
seats of learning, to furm the tastes and guide the reading of stu-
dents, may well be matter of grief and astonishment. I have long
wondered at it, and often sickened over it.

Now, to fence against the growing pestilence of foolish and bad
books, I know of but one way ; and that is by endeavouring syste-
matically so to familiarise the young with the best and purest
mental preparations, and so to prepossess them with the culture of
that which is wholesome and good, that they may have an honest
hearty relish for it. The thing is, to plant the mind full of such
loves, and so to set and form the intellectual tastes and habits that
the vicious and false will be spontancously refused, and the healthy
and true be freely preferred ; this, too, not from any novelty in it,
but for the experienced sweetness and beauty of it, and for the
quiet joy that goes in company with it.

{T'o be continued.)

—

ADDRESS o1 DR. BIGBEE.

STATE SUPERINTENDENT, AT A PENNSYLVANIA COUNTY INSTITUTE.

FPellowe-Teachers: 1 am pleased to meet you, and bring you greet-
ings from the Imstitute at York. Iam more than ever impressed
with the tremendous contrast botween to-day and the yoars long
past of school-going boyhood. I remember the old school-house
on the sandy hill-side, turned inside out, for it was plastcred on
the outside, and its old blue-coated and spectucled pedagogue.
What astonishment then would such a mestinyg of teachers as this
have aroused ! But you must not think that ourold teachers were
below what wo have now, in personal attainments and cultare. In
the facilities and comforts of the school-room, and in number, and
professional enthusinsm, the times of old were far below us; but in
the midst of surrounding difficulties, the past has had teachers of
incalculable worth, and such a teacher was the old pedagogue whose
image yuu have made “to creep into the study of my imagination.”
It was through his culture, his broad mental grasp and childlike
reverenco for knowledge, that the pupils whom he had were drawn
into earnest, thoughtful study.
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Ho und many of tho old toachers were men of power and varied
attninments. They reached t‘E_EG soul. Their personal charactor was
a power, and their intercourse with the children was soul entering
into soul, cultured mind challonging mind, the lips of refined
scholarship infusing life, doop answering to deep. How one of those
old teachers bothered us youngsters one day in Geography!: We
had studied the lesson —the map of Europe - and thought we knew
somothing about it. ‘Whon we ansivered very glibly almost every
question relating to this place and that place, he veplied, ¢ Boys, 1
fear you are wrungly shipped. Your recitation is good so far as
memory goes, but it scems dead to me. for those places werd not
accidentally dropped here and there, and named, without some rea-
son, and the memory becomes tired, and helpless too, if you cannot
Jjoin the things you get with the life of humanity.”

Then he began with Gibraltar, and in a short time the whole map
of Europe was alive! He told us how the Saracen forces, in their
endeavor to onterand conquer Western Christendom, moved along
Northern Africa; and how, when reaching the narrow strait, their
genera! sent the great warrior Tarik, lieutenaht of the forces, across
the narrow sea to assault the Visigoths in Spain, and how, when
landing on the steep rocks of the Spanish coast, he reared the
Moslem standard, and cried, ¢ Gibel Tarik ! (Mountain of Tarik),
which has worn down to the name of Gibvaltar,  This is only one
example out of hundreds.

It is not by appliances, nor by methods, nor by facilities alone,
but it is by the personal character, and broad scholarship, and the
reverent love thereof which the feacher has, that success of a high
order is to be reached. It is already-awakened intelligence chal-
lenging the nascent mind, awakening it into action, giving to it
form and shape, and guiding it toward fulness and strength, which
we require, together with all the helps and facilitics which to such
are instruments of power. — Pennsulvania School Jowrnal.

THREE EDUCATIONAL PRINCIPLES.

The first principle we present is a negative statement of four
words, but involves the discussion of the true nature of education
and the exposition of a wide spread miszpprehension among teachors
und people which is doing much to confound ideas, and to retard
educational progress. It reads in this wise—

Learning is not. cducation.

Few men, after careful thought upon the subject, will deny the
correctness of the statement ; perhaps most men, without counsider-
ing the subject, would denyit. At any rate, in the minds of most
persons the terms learning and education are synunymous.

The truth is that learning is but the meauns of cducation. The
wind is a bundle of living powers, which are truly educated only
when maturely grown. A tree takes its sustenance from the earth
and the air, but no man thinks of the tree as an erected accumula-
tion of mud, water, and ~ind. All that the tree has comes frum
earth and air, save an implar.. ~ verm of life which enablesit to
assimilate the means of growth, until that which was dead matter
appears in living forms of strength and beauty. Su themind hasa
living principle within itself which will, when properly trained, en-
able it to assimilate the dead matter of learning lying all about it,
and reproduce them in forms of living strength. On the other
hand, the mind, when uot properly trained, may come to have
largely the properties of a mere receptacle.  When in this state,
fact, infonnation, learning, may
little grow th ; just as by a system of unwholesume stuthng, a stom-
ach may be loaded up with food that it can i no wise digest. It
does not follow because a man 18 learned he 1s educated in the true
sensc. If his lexming docs not reappearin power gained, itis a

bo crowded intw 1t, prodacig but

vain thing, hardly worth the getting. An engine may be properly
filled with water and coal, but will do no work without the aid of
the transforming, power-producing fire. It is the teacher’s duty
and highest privilege to light the fire of mental life, and then to
furnish its ever gaining powor with instruments of work—the learn-
ing of the world. But his work goes for naught if he merely fur-
nishes the fuel without lighting and tending the fire. Learning and
education should appear in their true relations, education or the
dovelopment of the germs of power in man being the end, learning
the means by which the mind grows and works.

The second principle to be stated is no less important than the
first. It is this—

Activity is the laae of growth.

Only through its self-activity can the mind grow. This principle
is almost axiomatic. If the mind were inert and still, if all the
roads by which the vutside world reaches and improves it were
closed, if feeling, sight, hearing, siell, and taste were inactive, the
mind would be as a germ in its shell, not dead, perhaps, but sleep-
ing. It could not think or feel or will. If one of t}csec senses
alone is alive, the mind is stimulated to a partial activity. produc-
ing a partial growth. If all are awake and slert, the mind isstirred
to its greatest activity and roceives its wost vigorous growth.

The healthy child enters the school-room with senses made quick
and keen by contact with the active world about him. He onters
anew region, the world of words, the world not of things but of
signs of things. If the teaching bu right, the mind will be moved
to greator activity by the effort to reach the thing, the thought,
through its symbol, the word. But if the teaching be wrong, the
senses will grow less keen, the wmind less active, its growth be less
vigorous. Learning indeed may mcrease, but education will dim-
inish. The word will remain but the spirit be wanting ; the means
will become the end, the result will be 2 mind with acquisition but
without power, having the form of vducation but not the substance ;
from which calamity may all children be delivered.

The only other principle of education which we shall venture to
give now is as follows :—

The porers of the mind have diferent rates of decelopment, hence at-
tain their greutest activity al diffgrent stages of life.

There is a time when the senses are most active—a time when
memory is most active and retentive ; there is a time when reason
begins vigorously to assume its functions, before which it doos not
pay to spend much time in trying to cultivate it.

A philosophical teacher will take cognizanco of these truths, fit
ting the matter and manner of his instruction to the needs of the
mind. An unphilosophical teacher takes no note of the proper order
of study and presentation, bat proceeds as fancy, chance, or tradi-
tion may dictate. Ii may be that where peas and potatoes are put
into the ground at th> same time, the potatves begin to grow as
soon as the peas, but he would be counted an unwise husbandman
who should neglect the peas in sight to hoe the potatoes that have
hardly begun to sprout. So is the teacher unwise who neglects
the senses or memory of children when most active to drill them
upon the formulas of reason when reason is ungrown and almost
ungrowing. —Ilinois School Journal.

A shameful trick has been played on the French Acsdemy of Sciences.
The Kanigsberg student, Hermann Mi kowsky, who, with the 1ato Profes-
sur Henry J. S. Smith, was declared to gnn the great mathematical prize
of 3000frs-, had simply pirated Frufessur Sinith s comaunicstion to the
Royal Snciety in 1868, on the represeatation of a number as the sum of five
l'squares He had even copied aslight error init.  The Academy, theredore,
at a secret session. annulled its original decision, sud decreed that the whols
prize bad been gained by the distinguished English Professor, who, unfor-
tunatcly, had not lived long enough to exposo the hoax.—Timcs.

b

~
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Examination Questions.

INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION, JULY, 1883

SIR WALTER SCOTT axv MARMION.
[GeNkRraL.]
1. Write short notes about—
(a) Sir Walter s ancestors and their traits of charucter.,
(b) Sir Waltur's homes and his public offices.
(c) His studies and his tastes.
(d) His early poctical wurks and the source of their inspiration.
(¢) His poems «f maturer j ears, their subject, and date of pub-
lication. His four first-class prose wurks, the period
which they portray, and the historical personages whom
they describe.
(/) His six principal sceond.class prose novelsin a similar way.
(g) The use of Sir Walter’s novels.
(k) Sir Walter’s doviations frum histurical accuracy.
(f) His power and weakness in portraying charncters.
() His best characters.
(%) His business speculations.
() His morality, as taught by his hfe, buoks, and words.
2. Give in your own wards an outline of * Marmion,” and a pen-
and-ink portrait of the principal characters as they appear tv you.
3. Give an accrunt of th  prepamations for battle, a plan of the
disposition of the troops on both sides, incidents of the fight, and
the death of Marmion, introducing appropriate quotations occa-
sionally.
4. Finish the quotations begun below, explaining the point of
the figures and the references or corrections.
(@), And much rescinbled that swme knmight,
Subdued by you in Cotswold fight.
(b) Oh, what a tangled web.
(¢) The pheasant in.the falcon's claw,
Hoe scarce will yicld to please a daw.
The falcon 7 the phexsant ? the daw ?
{d) As boends the bark’s mast in the gale
When rent are rigging, shrouds, and sail,
It wavered 'mid the foes.
(¢) O woman ! in our hours of ease,
Uncertain, coy, and hard o please,
And variable as the shade
By the light, quivering aspen made ;
When pain and anguish wring the brow
A ministering angel thou !
I knew
{)resagc must be true. .
lable in presage ; explain its meaning and

That the dark
Mark the accented sy
what Marmion meant.
(g} I would the Fiend, to whom belongs
The vengeance due to all her wrongs,
Would spare me but a day.
Why pray to the Fiend ? What wrongs?
(%) In the lost battle, borne down by the fiyzing,
Where mingles war's rattle with groans of the dying.
When were these words used ? With regard to what? How do
they come to Marmion?
() When Rowland brave, and Olivier,
And cvery paladin and peer,
On Roncesvalles died.
Explain the references.
(7) Afar, the Royal standard flics,
And round it toils and bleeds and dies
Our Caledonian pride.
Figures ?
(%) Their dark impenetrable wood.
Ci. Lady of Lake. Figures? ;
{O) They melted from the ficld as suow,
When streams are swoll'n and south winds blow,
Dissolves in silent dew.
Figure and application ?

-

(m) Whero shivered was fair Scotland’s spear,
And broken was her shield.

(1) With thy heart commune and be still,
If over, in temptation strong,
‘Thou left’st the right path for the wrony,
If every devious step, thus trod,
Still led thee further from the road ;
Dread thou to speak presumptuous doom
On noble Marmion's lowly tomb ;
But say, “ Heo died a gallant knight,
With sword in hand, for England’s right.”

BURKE axp u1s REFLECTIONS. '

1. Mentiou the “live” public questiuns of Burke'sday ; explam
the pesition which he took un cac&l, the bouks written or specches
delivered by him on these subjects.

2. Account for the determined opposition which Burke offered
to the progress of the French Revolution, shewing how far his senti-
ments.in the ¢ Reflections” are inconsistent with his utterances on .
the subject of the American Revolutivn, Wilkes' expulsion, Taxa-
tion, &ec.

3. Briefly notice the characteristics of Burke’s literary style as
they have struck you, and the character of the man as it has ap-
peared to you in reading the ** Retlections.”

4. (a) Describe the ‘‘mixed system of opinion and sentiment”
commended by Burke, its origin, its influence, tho cause
and result of its vverthrow, according to his view,

(b} Name, after Burke, the ** two principles of Europe and
civilization.” Criticise this view.

(7} To what does Burke ascribe the prosperity of Europe in
his day ?

(d) “* All the decent drapery of life is to be rudely torn ofL”
Explain the figure, showing what the ‘'drapery” was,
and to whom Burke nnputca the design of tearing it off,

(¢) What words of withering scorn does Burke apply to the
“new light and reason,” and to the origin of this ¢ bar-
barous philosophy 1"

(/) We have formerly had s king of France in that situation.
Write this sentence correctly and explain the refcérence.

(9) What benefits does Burke ascribe to “ our sullen resist-
ance to innovation, * * the cold sluggishnessof our
national character?” Criticise his views on this subject.

(k) * Socicty is 2 contract.” Explain and illustrate thissenti.
ment.

(i) Give Burke’s views on the place of religion in the state,
and the necessity for maintaining a state church, adding
the comments of history, or of dissenting *¢ Independ-
ents,” on his arguments.

(J) What are Burke s sentiments about *‘ discoveries in mor-
ality ° How far do you consider his views correct ?

(k) What does Burke mean by “‘prejudice " What advan.
tages does he ascribe to it ?

(1) Criticisc the statement : ‘It is the misfortunc of this age
that everything must be discussed.”

(m) What dees Burke regard as the goal to be aimed at iu cul-
tivating the wmoral sense, and why does he regard
“change ” as fatal to it §

(n) How should ¢‘ the,faults of the state” be remedied? and
how did Burke exemplify this conviction in his public
career ?

fv) *“To make us love our couniry, our country must be
lovely.” In what sense did Burke make his country
lovely, and in what other sense might it bomadelovely ?

(p) On what_scparate grounds does Burke base his_plea for
su&plying the oftices of religion for the poor and for the
rich?

Mr. Bright's address to the Glasgow students excited so much 1uterest in
the city, that 105,600 copies wero sold of the local paper which contained a
full report of the oralion.—Truth. .

The science of mind is neglected because its benefits are not immediately
apparent, its attainsunents 1ot capable of display.—Ma .
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Practical Bepartment.

THEORY AND PRACTICE IN DISCIPLINE.

How many teachers are there, we wonder, whose theory of dis-
cipline and their practice harmonize? Are you one of the faw

consistent ones, render? We have most of us read of the Hoosier
" schoolmaater who said, ‘‘Moral suasion is my theory, but licking is
my practice.””  With many teachers that we know nearly as grave
an inconsistency prevails. For their theory is the gentlost of gentle
persuasiveness, while their practice is often pettishness, sharp re-
proof, and impatient expostulation. Alas, for the weakness of
buman nature! We can appreciate, value, follow the best way in
theory, but in practice—it is very difficult. Consistency is a jewel,
said the old poet. So it is, and a rare one. Few persons are there,
even among the best, whose theories of action and their practice
walk through life hand-in-hand, like the pattern Darby and Joan,
with never a clash or a quarrel. Not that all are conscious hypo-
crites. But theory is so easily made perfect, while it is difficult to
make practice even approximate perfection.

Still, whilo admitting the wide gap which the weakness of human
nature leaves between theory and practice, we would, recurring to
the special instauce concerning which our Housier friend made his
confession, exhort teachers to endeavor to make narrow this gap in
their disciplinary work. If you believe—and surely observation of
human nature cannot fail to mnake you believe—that by means of
gontleness, patience, and loving-kindness, you can influence your
pupils far more cftectually, can do much more toward securing per-
fect discipline, then it is a very unfortunate inconsistency that
renders you impatient and fretful. Even thuugh you do not render
it glaring by talking very much concerning your excollent disci-
plinary theories, your weakness in practice will be noted by others,
and, so far as perceived, will effectually counteract your influence
for good. Your pupils will learn that you “say and do not,” and
will despise you, set at naught your wishes, and become far more
difficult than before to manage. But worst of all is the direct evil
influence which such inconsistency hss on your own character.
You do not know how it harms you; you do not perceive how
through it your standards of truth are lowering; how your power
to justly estimate your own failings is leaving you; how you are
fast becoming the real, rather than the conscious hypocrite; but the
harm is working, nevertheless. Nor do you perceive how with each
yielding to impatient impulse your power of self-control is lessen-
ing, and you are becoming the weak, captious, fretful teacher whose
prosence will demoralize in half a day the most excellently dis-
ciplined school. In a very short time your disciplinary power will
be utterly lost, and the melancholy record of failure stands against
your school work.

Disciplining a school-reom i8 4 task not alike difticult to all. To
some who have by nature oracquirement a clear knowledge of child
nature, and who know just how to take hold of a child so as to in-
fluence his mind and action, the work of governing a school well is
very easy. To others who are unfamiliar with children, and who
must learn each child's peculiarities bofore they know how to deal
with him, who know not how to wield influence oxcept through
direct individual Inowledge—the task is a very hard one. There
i$ but one way to make it easy, and this-is by cultivating self-
discipline. TFixst, to goverr one's self well, and then the task of
governing others becomes easy.

Above all things, nover make a pretence of stern discipline that
you cannot onforce. Attempt no, disciplinary measures that you
do not beliove in, if possible, but especially attempt nons that youn

t

cnnot fully carry out. Rather neglect certain details, be lax in
unimportant matters, than start on a plan so perfoct that ncither
strength of mind nor body will hold out while you are putting it in
practice. If you are convinced that you can govern solely by per-
suasiveness, try the experiment, but don’t say too shuch about it
until you have tricd—and succeeded. Throw away the rod if you

can, but do not tell the children you have done so until you have

proved your power to control your school, not only without its pre-

seuce, but without its shadow in the background. We ourselves
are not in favor of the rod in use, but we think that, as children
are usually brought up, its efticacy in the background cannot be

slighted by the prudent teacher. Children are very much like

grown people, and if they know that there 1s & punishmont some-

where which cannot be escaped in instances of gross transgression.
there is no doubt that they will be more likely to avoid the serious

offence.

Never threaten or sculd.  Never say, **John, if you don't stop
that I shall punish you severely.” Or, having been so unwise and
hasty as to declare an intention to punish—do so. Your failure to
carry out your threat will convince the children that you are infivm
of purpose and untruthful, and they know by instinct that weak-
ness or falsity can be impoused upon by the daring or disorderly
with impunity. Scolding and fretung aud impatience are also in-
dications of weakness, and the child who is not tempted by them
to trespass on rales afresh is n very exceptional child indeed.

The general rules of discipline may be varied somewhat for the
different ciasses of children found in dififerent localities, but the
qualities they demand in the teacher are in the main always the
same, Firmness is needed, also kindness, and absolute self-control.
‘“ Let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay.” Mean what you say,
and say whaf you mean. Seek for a wise and temperate theory,
and follow it up with a sensible consistent practice, and the proba-
bilities are that your difficulties in disciplinary work need no longer
imperil your happy success.—Present Age.

PENMANSHIP.

From many quarters comes the complaiit that sufticientattention
is not given to some of the elementary studies in our schools. The
high school inspectors report that good writing and logical order
are wanting on the answer papers of entrants to high schools. The
county boards of examiners froquently refer to the inability of
candidates for teachers’ certificates to put answers on paper in a
manner becoming those capable of teaching school. Public sthool
inspectors are noticing deficiencies in the writing of the schoals
which they examine. Examiners who mark the papers of inter-
mediate candidates say the writing and methods of solution are
very unpromising. Coming from so many -independent sources, it
is yeasonable to admit there is room for improvement, at least, in
writing and methods of answering. We are accustomed to think
our school system so excellent, that anything said to the contrary
is regarded with distrust, unless it comes from authorities so com-
petent, impartial, and varied, as to be above suspicion. Few will
urge that the testimony of those to whom reference is made does
not fairly cstablish the charge: it then becomes an imperative duty
to scek the cause, and remove it as rapidly as circumstances
pormit. .

Most children can be made legible and somewhat elegant writers,
provided they are undor the instruction of skilfu! teachers, Unless
the teacher writes well, it nced scarcely bo expected that model
head-lines, however worthy they may be, will produce the desired
effect. Besides, tho junior classes, long before copy books are
placed in their hands, are having models of lotters fixed in their
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minds from the blackboard cxercises of the teacher. If thoso are
unworthy of imitation, it takes more time to cfince tha confirmed
impression, than to make a correct one if nono were fixed by the
ingxorable force of habit.  Precisely here is where the trouble
begins, and it'is marvellous how very bad the blackboard writing of
tenchers throughout Ontario has become.  Could we place samples
of it on exhibition, they would rebuke wmuch of the boasting we
hear about the training of teachers. *“ What is worth doing is
worth doing well,” answers well enough the objections made to
giving writing more prominenco at the examinations for teachers’
cortificates. It cannot be too strongly impressed that neatness and
excellence should be the aim of every instructor. A dinner pre-
pared with the samme care copy buoks are written, or teachers’ work
for pupils put on the board, would—to use a vulgar term—be a
sorry mess. While thus placing the blame on the teacher, we admit
he isled to belisve by his examinations that writing is of little ac-
count. Further, we may palliate the charge by saying the high
schools give little heed to writing—in fact, many pupils leave the
high schools worse writers than whon they entered them. The
county model schools have not time, were they able and willing, to
make good writers. The normal schools do nct attempt in a skil-
ful and methodical manner to send out teachers, in this depart-
ment, creditable to them and the provinee.  Thus far, we have not
heard of the examiners asking a student to give a lesson in writing
during the final examination.  Strange to say, chemistry, u subject
not taught in one school out of a hundred, is exalted to almost, if
not, a ““plucking ” subject, while writing, which is supposed to he
taught in every school, scems unnoticed. The teachers would bhe
exceptions, were they toresist such influences and become examples
worthy of imitation, when by & long course of training they were
led to infer writing was of little value, and almost beneath the
notice of a person claiming nental power.

To find fault is unpleasant, though necessary in the interests of
the profession and the schools. Besides finding fault, we think
the means of removing it are appurent, and, from what has been
said, must have suggested thomselves to the reader. \We wust
have teachers truined to believe writing is not an unimportant sub-
ject, but, on the other hand, of great value in the concerns of life,
and, certainly, a leading one in the cultivation of the idea of beauty
and grace in form. They should not only beliove, but know, that
neat and logical answers indicate the measure of the culture their
pupils are receiving ; if goud, it will be available in work of any
‘other kind, whether mental or physical. To this end, all black-
board excrcises should, in every sense of the word, be models. For
the teacher to be able to do and not to do is fatal to the children’s
progress ; hence, he who can write well and does not do it, inflicts
a lasting injury on the junior classes. To secure teachers, let writ-
ing be placed on an equality with arithmetic for examinational par-
poses, then will it receive attention in all the schools. In fact, it
is doubtful if writing should not be made a test at the threshold of
the teaching profession, for we are of the opinion few who reso-
lutely apply themselves for a few months would fail in attaining
success.

There should also be sume standard adopted, so that instruction
might be symmetrical in all the schools. What is more perplexing
to a child than with every change of teacher a change in the form-
ation of letters?  Towards this standard or model all teachers could
direct their efforts ; then, s in other subjects, children would be at
home with any teacher in the province. Uf course, the originality
hug.a-boo will meet us in this advocacy, but it applies with as much
eflect to reading, singing, drill, and other subjects, as to writing.
The advantages of all teachers pursuing the same method are so
obvious that they need not bo seriously discussed.  The supposition

\

is common that placing a good head-line before the pupil and hav-
ing him practise copying it will in time mako u good writer. Ex-
perience shows the contrary to be nearer tho truth. The head-line
soems far beyond the pupil's reach, especially when the teacher’s
writing is much inferior to it.  As for practice, it frequently vccurs
that pupils got worse instead of bettor. Thero must by effort or
improvement will not follow. The last hine of the copy being gen-
erally worse than the first teaches the important lesson ihat practice
will as likely make a bad writer as & good vne. We have known
schools in which overy error was detected and discussed with buard
illustrations consequently only a fow wouds vere written at one
lesson yet theso schools were noted for good -vriting.  Againg we
urge that teachers should give mor~ thought to this subject, and
that in the high, model, and normal schools special stress should be
Iaid on writing.— J. 8. Curson, Inspector of Schools, Middlesc,

GLEANINGS FROM ADOLF DIESTERWEG'S WRITINGS.

No book can take the place of the teacher’s spiric ; therefore all
writers on education require of the teacher that he use their buoks
with discernment, aud that he make such judicious modifications as
the peculinr requirgments of his school and his pupils demand. In
order to fit the teachor better fer this important duty, I demund o
careful preparation for each lesson, a close attention during the
hours of instruction, and the rvegistering of the uxperience so gained
during the lesson i a buok kept for this purpuse. In the pursuit
of such a course the teacher will obtain acuteness of intellect which
will enable him to dispose of all text-buoks or to write his own
adapted to his designs.  That the teacher may be able to follow the
lesson when given to the class with eager attention, he must not
avail himself of a text-book duwring the howrs of instruction. The
teacher shall not teach from the book, but free from his heart with-
out mechanical aid. The proper text-book for the pupil is the
thinking-spirit of the teacher, who, by his intimate knowledge of
the subject taught, will give to each individual pupil suitable mind-
food—milk to one, and a more solid nourishment to another. To
use a simile, the teacher must understand the culirary science. The
material of which the food is compounded is everywhere thesame,
and is given to the teacher. But its proper composition, according
to individual appetites and powers of digestion, is the texcher’s of-
fico. No other being can accomplish this for him. A good manual
will givo him the neccessary indigitations, but these are, at the
best, adaptable to ordinary circumstances only as they everywhere
prevail ; they cannot take the place of one’s own meditations, much
less do they make the laiter superfluous.

It denotes a slavish dopendence of the teacker when he must
have recourse to books during the hours of instruction. Ho cannot
bestow his full attention upon the pupils, and a free and happy de-
velopment of the child cannot be expected ; no, the mind of the
pupil is pressed into the narrow compass of a strait-jacket when the
teacher confines himself to the limits of the book. Henco away
with books from the hands of the teacher whenever this can be
done, and away with the teacher who cannot liberate himself from
this habit.

" Teachers of the high schools, imitate the primary teachers!
Emancipate vourselves from books! Instead of looking into the
book, look in the pupils’ faces and observe their doinge. It is some-
times hardly to be believed wiat mischievousness pupils perform
under the very oyes of the teach . Auring the hours of instruction.
—New England Journal of Educction
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COLOR-LESSONS.

Teacher.~—You may all think of what we talked about in our last
Jesson,

Ralph.—We talked about red in our last lesson, .

T.—You may close your eyes. Now you may look. Can any vne
see the word red on the board ?

{On tho board is a list of words, among them red.]

Ero,—X can gee it. It is tho word written with red chalk.

T.--Can any one see it written with white chalk 7

Edwin. —1I see it written five times with white chalk.

T.—What did T ask you to do for me in our last leasons ¢

Walter.—You asked us to bring something to you that was red,
‘‘and tell you of things wo had seen which were red.”

T.—What did"you bring, Ralph?

Ralph. —1 brought a piece of red cloth.

Eva.—This is a red feather.

Edwin.—I found a leaf that had red in it.

Carric. —This is a red rose.

Frank. — I wore some red stockings to-dny.

T.—Who can tell me some things they saw which were red ?

Mattie.—My manuna’s table-cloth is red.

Carrie.-~There isred in our carpet at home.

[Lot each one tell what they have obaerved.]

T.—I am very glad you all thought to do as I asked you. . Can
anyone tell me what color this knot of worsted is?

Willie.—That knot of worsted is blue.

T.—You may all come and take a piece of blue paper from this
box. )

{T have a box containing slips of colored paper in different forms
and sizes, ]

T.—Jennie, what have you ?

Jennie. —T have a blue paper square.

Willie.—1I havo a blue paper triangle.

Eva.—1 havo 2 blue paper oblong.

Walter.—I havo a blue paper square.

T.—You may all look at Walter’s paper.
a blue paper square ?

Jennie.—1It is not blue, but green. (A mistake frequently made.)

T.—How many can see anything in the room that is blue?

Gussie.—Nellio has a blue hair-ribbon.

Eva.—Walter has a blue marble.

Sarah, (Looking out of the window.}—The sky is blue.

7.—1 am glad you noticed that. You may all go to the window
and look at the sky. What is its color?

Class.—Blue.

T.—What is blue?

Class.—The sky is blue.

FPred.—T have seen blue water.

T.—How many have seen blue water 7

Eca.—T saw some blue water when T was on the steamboat last
summer.

T.—Was it the same kind of blue s the sky ?

Eva.—No ma’am ; it was not as light a blue as the sky.

T.—Ralph may take the brush and paint something on the plate.
Class, what did he paint 1

Class,—He painted a red square.
» [Allow several of the children to paint on the plate.]

T.—What two colors have we talked about

Class.—We have talked about red and blue.

T.—Say somothing about blue.

Charlie. —I think blue in a pretty color.

Fred,—1I like red bettor than biue.

How many think it is

Frank.—My eyes aro blue.

Eva. (Looking at the teacher,)~Your dress is blue.

7.—Who can say.something about red ?

Grace.—My stockings are red. .

T.—All look at the board.  What do you think I have written !

Class, —~You have writton the word blue.

T.~What kind of chalk did I use ?

Cluss.—You wrote it with blue chalk.

T'.—You may close your eyes. Now louk.
find the word blre for me ?

(X have written the word biue with both blue® and white chulk,
and have placed it in columns of other words and in sentences. |

T.—You may all write the word blue five times on your slates.

[Also have them write the word red. ]

T.—Class may sound the word red, and then spell it,

[Also the word blue in the same way.]

T.—Now we are going to talk about another pretty color, Can
any one tell me what it is? (Holding up a knot of yellow worsted.)

Charlie.~1t is almost the same color as a lemon.

7.—Does it look just the color of a lemon ?

Class.—1t is a little darker than the Iemon.

T.—What color is it, Eva?

Eva.—1t is yellow.

T.—What is yellow ?

Class, —The worsted is yellow.

7.—I am going to write the nmwe of this color on the board.
What word did I write, Georgic !

Georgie.—You wrote the word yellow.

7. —What colored chalk did I write it with ?

Class.—You wrote it with yellow chalk.

T.—What did T do then ? :

Frat.—You wrote the word yellow with red chalk.

7.—Who can tell me what I have done now?

Willie.—You wrote the word yellow with bluo chalk.

T.—Tell me what I do now.

Mamie.—You wrote the word yellow with white chalk. ¢

T.—Yes, children, I am sure you know the word yellow, no mat-
ter what colored chalk I write it with. Now Iam going to write
the word yellow some other way. [I should now print the word.
Eva may sound it. Well, what is the word ?

Era.—The word is yellow.

T.—Class, what is the word ?

Class, —It is yellow.

T.—What is +he color of this paper, Georgio?

Georgie. —The paper is yellow.

T.—What is the color of this square ?

Class.—The square is yellow.

T.—Ralph may tell me the color of this piece of cloth.

Ralph. —The cloth is yellow.

T.—Now I am going to see who has the brightest eyes, and can
tell me something they sce in the room that is yellow. Mattie sees
something first. !

Mattie.—The chalk is yellow.

Eva.—The orange on the desk is yellow.

T.—You may all look. I will put the yellow worsted beside the
orange. I8 it the same color as the orange, ¢lass 7

Class.—XNo ma’am ; it is not like the orange.

T.—Then do you think the orange is yellow 1

Class.—No ma’am.

T.—No; the orange is not yellow. We will talk about the color
of the orange in ou- next lesson.

Willie,—The paintin the bottle is yellow. .

T.—I will put some of the paintin the saucer, and put a littls

Who can come and

¢
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water with it. Eva wmay come and paint this time. Willie may
paint,  Who can tell me the color of this cube?

Class.—The cube is yellow,

T.—All who can toll me the threv colors we have talked about
may come and stand beside me.

Ralph.—We have talked about red, blue, and yellow.

Class.— We have talked about red, yellow, and blue.

7.~ -You may all take your seats, and write the word yellow ten
times and number each one, and see who will write it best and
make the best ﬁgu'rcs.-—“ Ide,” in Primarvy Teucher.

SCHOOL CHILDREN AND THEIR EYESIGHT.

An interesting lecture (writes the Geneva correspundent of the
T'imes) on the * Effect of Reading and Writing on the Eyesight of
Young Children,” was given a short time ago, at Berne, by Profes-
sor Pfliiger, a great authority on the sybject. The lecturer first
called attentiun to the portentous fact that more than one-half of
45,000 children lately eaxamined in Germany were found to be suf-
fering frum defective vision.  In sume schuols the proportivn of the
shurt-sighted was as ligh as 70 and 80 per cent.  In the Heidelberg
Gymnasium it wus 100 por cent. every lad in the school had bad
eyesight.  Accordmy tu Professar Piiuger, this lamontable state of
things arises from several canses  from insufliciently lighted schoul-
roums, bad priut and bad j.per, the method of writing in vogue,
and ill-contrived deshs and fortus.  An evil equally great, if not
greater than all these combined, and resulting in smuething more
than defective vision, is the burdening of children with too many
lessons, and the consequent restriction of their hours of play. In
nrder to solve the vexed qguestion of the influence of German cali-
graphy on the eyes of those who adopt it, the Government of Wurt-
emberg, some time ago, appvinted a commission, consisting of three
schoolmasters and three physicians, to investigate the matter, and
make a report. In the opinion of these gentlemen, the mere writ-
ing is least among the caures which unfavourably affect children’s
eyesight. They found that, while comparatively few children write
with their backs beut towards ‘he left, fully 80 ver cent. give their
backs in writing a right inclination. The latter position tends to
produce a permanent elevation of the right shoulder, and, if per-
sisted in, curvature of the spine  In the schools they visited the

* commissioners actually found 20 per cent. of the boys. and from 30
to 40 per cent. of the girls, suffering from more or less pronounced
curvature due to this cause. The difference between the two sexes
is probably due to the fact that lads, besides being more energetic
in play, are more rationally clad than girl scholars.  As to position
in writing, the distance betveen the desk and the eyes ought to be
about 20 centimetres; yet it was rarely, indeed, that the comunis-

sioners met with any children who could keep their oyes at this the

normal distance from the paper. Many of them find it necessary
to bring their faces within seven centimetres (2.75 inches) of their
copy-books. The general conclusion of the commissioners, as of
Professor Pfluger, is that, of all the evils enumerated, the worst,
and those most in need of reform, are the seats and desks at present
in use. The professor further remarked that only 10 per ceut. of
the children examined were naturally short-sighted, und that, as
among wild races defective vision is almost entirely unknown, the
question is peculiar to modern civilization and the existing system
of teaching. In conclusion Herr Pfliiger expressed the fear that he
was like one crying in the willerness, the prevailing tendency being
to lay un the children of this generation still heavier burdens, and
force their minds to the lasting injury of their hodies. — School
Guardian.

B

READING.—SORIPT. *

The wriften word to the littlo child has no cloment of attraction.
It is, on the other hand,  repelling object. I have tried to show
how the difliculties of learning the first words may bo overcome by
the stimulus of the idea in acts of association. It is a matter of
great importance to steadily overcome the repulsion occasioned by
tho written wora, This ropulsion will grow less and less, and the
acts of association will he made easier, by continued familiarity with
the new forms, if the interest and the appetite of the child for
words is sedulously cultivated, through the pleasure that the ob-
jects and pict.:ces excite. All words are made, as you know, of
only twenty-six different forms.  The less the mental action it re-
quires to see these forms, tho easier will be the acts of association.
It is important to impress these forms upon the mind in an easy,
natural, seimn-unconscious way. As T have shown, the best possible
way to unpress the word forms upon the mind is to write them—ta
mahe them. We hear the vbjection very often that a child does
not learn the lotters by the new method. He does not learn their
names, but he learns them by continually making them. What is
the best proof that any object is clearly m the nmd? A word des-
cription is weak beside the representation of tho object in drawing.
This brings us to the question 80 often mooted, whether we should
use print at the beginning, or print and seript, or seript zlone. I
will try and prcsen‘t the arguments in favor of using script alone,
not denying, however, that script and print may be used at the
same time with rod oftect.  When two or more ways of teaching
are presented, aut of which may be defended by good reason, reasons
that do not directly violate a principle, the question of choice then
becomes a question of economy. If we begin with print, it cer-
tainly fixes the printed forms in the mind by reproducing them on
the slates, so that if the teacher uses print alone at the beginning,
she should train the children fo make the printed forms. But,
making the printed forms is not a means of expression that a child
ever uses after the first fow months, or the first year. Writing is
the second great means of language expression. It should be put
into the power of the child just as soon as possible, in order that
he may oxpress his thoughts as freely with the pencil as with the
tongue. This fact needs no argument. Written expression 1s as
great a help to mental development as oral expression ;and, indeed,
in many respects, it stands higher. Written expression is silent,
the child must give his own thought, in his own way ; thus develop-
ing individuality. The greatest difliculty in all teaching in our
graded schools is the sinking of the individual in the mass, In
written expression we find a means of reaching individuality
through the mass. Why not, then, begin at the beginning with
this mode of expression that the child must use all his life, and
every day of his life ?

Why not teach printing and script together ! DCecause it violates
the rule of perfect simplicity. Train the child to use one set of
forms, made in one way, and one alone. In my experience, cx-
tending over cleren yea:s of supervision of primary schools, I have
never known the fatlure of & single class to change from script to
print, easily and readily, in vne or two days. What, then, is the
use of print at first? What logical reason can be given for its
use, if the step from script to print is so very simple? The
writing of the words by the child on blackboard, slates, and paper,
furnishes & vast amount of very interesting and profitably busy
work. In writing the first word the child begins spelling in the
only true way. In writing the first sentence the child makes the
capitals and punctuation marks, and if he is never allowed to make
a form mecurrectly, 1t will be almost impossible for hun ever to

* From Col. Parker's “'Ialks on Tcachlng " Rellogy & Co., New York ; W. J. Gage
and Company, Toronle. Price, ¥
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write & sontonce incorrectly—that is beginning it with a small let.
tor, or not using the proper punctuation at the end. TIn writing
the words, the child follows oxactly the method of learning the
spoken language. Spelling is the preoiso corolative of pronunciu-
tion, The child hears the spoken word and strives to reproduce it
by his voice. Tho child sces the written word, and reproduces it
with Jus pencil. He gets the thought by meauns of the written
. word, and gives it back justas he gets it—he is talking with the
pencil. He is ready to tell you any time, orally, what ho is writing.

In the first three years’ work, talking with the pencil may be
used as a greater means of learning to read than all the books of
supplementary reading.  When the child writes the first word, the
unity of all language teaching is begun. Getting thought and giv-
ing thought by spoken and written w~rd should be united at the
swart, and grow through all future development as from one root.

What advantages has the blackboard and crayon over the chart
and printed book in elementary reading? "Fivst, the words are
created by the hand of the teacher before the eyes of the children,
as tho spaken word is created.  Second, the word is written alene
in large lotters, separated from all otlier objects of interest except
the object it names. How different the eonfused mass ¢f black
specks upon the printed page. Third, the attention of the littie
group is thus directed to one object in a very simple manner.
Fourth, words are learned by repeated act. of association. The
great fault with charts an? primers is that they do not repeat words
times enough for the child to learn them. On the blackboard, on
the other hand, these repotitivns can bo easily made. It isof great
importaunce that the first one hundred words should be learned
thoroughly. Superficial work is always bad work. From the first,
then, the child should write every word he learns from the blac'.-
board, and just assoon s he is ablo to write sentences the word
should invariably be written in sentences.

The child should be trained to read from his slate all that ne
writes. The reason why * *¢ change i made so easily from script to
print used to puzzle me. T only knew that it could be done, but
could not cell the reason why. Scrist and print are very nearly
allied in form. The first print was a crude reproduction of old
manuscript. Both, indeed, have changed since tho art of printing
was discovered, but the resemblance remains. The child, as you

know, has s wonderful power of seeing resemblances.  Like comes
to like in his mind because his mental pictures are not filled out
with that which produces the differences. This, to my mind, is suf-
ficient reason for the surprising ease with which the child changes
from geript to print.

Says the Boston Transcript: ¢ The doubt is rising whethsr our
beautiful new iiterature for children is the best for them. At all
events it is to be hoped that the new life of Miss Edgeworth will
bring back her stories for children. Grandmothers will surely re-
commend them, and the present generation will sympathize when
it knows them.” Some of the rest of us who are called upon to
think, not only what is best for our own, but for hundreds of fami-
lies, have been entertaining tho same doubt. The general reading
introduced into schools has had the effect of animating boys and
girls with an eager desiro for books at home. So far, so good. That
was precisely its object. Nobody could be too thankful at seeing
pure books—Mrs, Whitney’s, Biss Alcott's, a dozen others, in the
hands of youth who had previously been only fawilinr with the
Police Item, The Fiend of the Hearthstone, and so forth, almost ad
infinitum. But tho poorer class of children, provided with nosuit-
able reading by parents, and having access to the public libraries,
is tempted to dcluge and saturate its wind with story upon story.
Suppose the stories are good in themselves (and if » pupxl be en-
couraged to report all his reading to the teacher, he will, ina apirit

L

of emulation, endeavor to rend only those he can mention), there
may be too many of them. And as for the sons and daughters of
wealthy and educated paronts, thoy aro being surfeited with maga-
zines, It is all of the very best, to be sure, but that docs not save
it froni tho charge of boing a case of ovor-feeding. What is to be
done? That is moro than the tea her can say, without the parent’s
help.

Some one prophesies that the next two or three generations of
children will be crammed with facts to an extent that would as-
tonish oven the teacher of half a century ago. *‘ For,” says he, ‘‘ac-
cording to the law of reaction, after this wave of oral teaching we
shall scttle duwn to the use of books again.  And as the fervor for

oral instruction has been mighty, so shall the rebousd of opinion’

tu the oppusite pule bo currespundingly forcible. Doubtless we
shall be found shutting up a child in o cluset, with a supply of
bread and a case of buoks. When he has learned the contents of
the volumes, word for word, then shall he be promoted tu another
closet and more bovks.  In an allutted period of years he will have
completed his education by his unamded efforts. In those days
everybody will be a self-made man or wuman. Never smile at the
vision, instructors of youth! The day 1s suvely coming when you
shall be required to talk less, and your pupils made to study more.
But what becomes of the children whose minds we have spoiled,
hopelessly or not, by our varying systems of teacling{ The ques-
tion is as pertinent and unanswerable as is the familiar one in re-
gard to the final destination of lost pins.

A r cont publication contains the following quotation from Alex-
andre Dumas : **There is no such thing as a stupid child. A child
may have a more or less prompt intelligence ; it may develop special
aptitudes or antipathies ; but you will never hearit say a stupid
thing as long as you have not deceived it, as long as you have not
told it o lie.” Now that is one of the utterances which, like .epi-
grams, sound exceedingly well, but which are not unmitigated
truth. Children are quite as frequently stupid as grown people,
and with no apparent cause beyond that of intuitive dulness.
Doubtless the cause is to be found somewhere for the inability of
any machine to work ; but in the casc of human beings you are more
likely to find it to be prenatal—nay, even lyine a century behind
the child —than some effect of hi> own immediate circumstances.

Did you ever ask your girls how much they knew about bread-

making ? Unfortunately cooking cannot be taught in public schools,
as sewing is; buta hint can go from the teacher to the mother
which may or may not bring forth fruit. However, the chance of
results makes the cffort worth while. Suggest that each child
watch her mother while she is bread-making, and that she ask every
possible question about the process. Say, very emphatically, that
she will be a fortunate girl who is allowed to try the operation with
hgr own hands, and have 2 composition written on what cach one
has seen or done. Some of you who have not had much intercourse
with the poorer class of parents will be surprised to find that a
mother who works hard over sewing and housewvrk seven days in
the week is likely to have a daughter incapable of tying a knot in
her thread, or sweeping a room carefully. Send out filaments in
every direction. Reach the parents and force them, by the very
power of your interest in their children, to help you in directions
where you alone can accomplish nothng. .

How shall we best teach reading in grammar schools? In the
first place, boware of the school reader. Don't rely onit. It is
well to bring in pieces from the outside, solections that are largely

.
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objective and full of live incidents. 'The same o. Jer of nature is
observed in the higher echools as in the primary schools. We have
firat perception, then memory, imagination, reason, and lustly gen-
ernlization. The first thing to do, then, is to interest the children
in the pieco to bo read. To do this, be enthusiastic yourself. Ap-
ply to it these two lawa: 1 Give most value to what is of most
value; 2 Give variety in expression. They cover overything on
the subjcct tu be found in the books vu elocution, as they now ox-
ist.—Prof. Browa.

¢ A teacher is known by her questions, whether in tae school-
roomt surrounded b pupils, who, inharmony witi. the teacher's
method of working, are keen and active or spiritless and yawnmng,
or in the more sedate and thoughtful position of examiner. The
late semi-annual spasms, culled examinations, bring evidences of
the fitness or unfitness of men and women to be questioners or
teachers. An old professor was m the habit of saying, that the
amount of real knowledge possessed by a teachor could be seen by
looking at his questions. If he was really learned, you would have
no doubt what was wanted by his questions. They were compre-
hensive, real, to the point. Questioning anywhoro is
teaching. It may test, hut 1t is teaching at the same time.  Right
questioning is an mspiation of genius ; 1t 18 an art. which few pos-
sess. To educe, tu bring out many words of answer by few words
of questioning, is the key to the whole scienco of teaching. So true
is this, that a teacher might sign himself truthfi:lly and laconically
Roger A cham. The interrogation point would convey the same
information that the M.D. or D.D. does in vther professions.”—
The Teacher.

Train a child to know when he does not know a word. He will
then never spell wrong. Al spelling can be taught in composition.
Children can be made to love to talk with the pencil. A child knows
a unit of thought by expressing it. Do an act and have the children
write it, or let them tell it orally. All of grammar can be taught
in a beautiful way by action. Put no false syntax on the hoard ;
the wrong form is as likely to remain in the child’s mind as the
nght. Beright frum the start. Pictures cau be utihzed in the
writing of compositions. The little ones may write one, two, or
three sentences only about a picture, but by the second year the
child can write a story about it. In the third year it can write a
mage of composition entirely correct. Is that not a foundation for
grammar 7 Another way of teaching cumpusition is tu tell the child
stories, and have it reproduce them in 1ts own words. In objeet
teaching there is as much nonsense as in anything else. Thefunda-
mental mistake is that teachers attempt the impossible. They fail
to understand that the child cannot see what they can see, and
consequently talk above the heads of their pupils.—Col. Parker.

Methods, simply as methods, are hard iron fetters which admit
of 1.u modification, and bind teacher and pupil alike in a miserable
servitade to routine. Methuds which are the vutgrowth of prin-
ciples, accepted and understuod, are pliant, easily adapted to cir-
cumstances, and lend themselves readily to those individualities
which vught to exist in every school. The teacher who blindly
fullows a snethod has no field fur enthusiasm, no opportunity for
growth. The study of principles shows continually new worlds to
eonqjuer ; and supposing, as is undoubtedly trus, that our philosophy
is not perfect—that some or all of our principles will be modified
by the progress of human thought and experience. That is true of
all plulusuphy wurthy the name, and thouse who ars the muost care-
ful students of old pnnciples are always the ones to discover the
new, and lead in the path of progress. We need to study the prin-

-

ciples which underlie our methods, and such study of them as the
subject aud the circumstances alike demand cannot be made at in-
stitutes or askucintions, though even hastily written papers like this
may furnish suggestions. Every intelligont teacher ought to give
somo appreciable and definito time to the investigation of the prin-
ciples of education—to reading and thinking ahout the why of his
work ; our thoughts are tuv oxclusively uccupied with the hvwe. In
these days we have no right tv work empirically. When we may
be artists, it is wrong to be mechanics.—Miss Ellen Hyde, Principal
Nor. Sch. Framingham, Mass., in Primary Teacher.

““What can be done to win public sentiment in fuvor of your
method 7" has been asked. I have no method.  You have heard of
the Quiney method.  Its platform is plain; an honest and persist-
ent investigation of the work of teaching, and a courageous appli-
cation of the truth of what is found. The object, word, sentenco,or
phonic *“ methods” are not methods in themselves. They are the
devices to bo used in the proper time to torm one great and true
method.  The teacher must study his subject to get bLack to the
privciples that underliv it. Imitation will not do. The eitergy
that comes from the thought is the thing. In teaching reading,
simply do what the child has always done: - lemin the word from the
object.  The beginning is with the ohject. The child sees the hat,
and tells what it is. Reading is identical with talking. We can
teach the child tolalk easily, but we don’t unless by a painful
method. Never let the child give a thought till he gets it. Never
let the child drag in his speech. If the thought is properly de-
veloped he will express that, and need say nothing else. Thought
controls expression. The thought must got into the mind first.
Oral expression is not the great thing. Reading is the association
of the word with the thought. By oral reading the teacher sees
whethor the child has the thought. But the value of this may be
lost by the child imitating the teacher, and the purpose of reading
is not getting tho word right, but the thougi.t. —Col. F. W, Parker.

A GALAXY OF OPINIONS ON OPENING SCHOOL.

The most satisfactory opening is the simplest. —H. H. BaLranrn.

1 read short appropriate selections, and offer a short prayer while
the Eupils stand.—J. C. Greca.

I have no formal method of opening school, but proceed to work
as soon as pupils are seated. —F. A. Foga.

X open school as follows : 1. Singing. 2. Short Scripture lesson,
3. The Lord’s Prayer in concert. 4. Singing. 5. Roll-call. —A. F.
JENKS.

i We open school bgv rﬁadmg a ch}zlxptor in the Bible, and on Mon-
ay mornings vary by having each pupil recite a *‘Scriptural quo-
tation.”fB. EcHrmvg. s pap P . 1

We have no regular stereotyped method of opening school. My
belief 13 that more depends upon the manner than the matter of
th%‘] exc;‘rcises.-icéaﬁ. LockE.

e have roll-call, Scripture-reading, {(pupils alternating with
‘teacher,) chanting Lord’s Prayer, and singing some piece gf glee
music.—A. K. CARMICHAEL.

_ Immediately after roll-call, I have various pupils (six or eight
rise and repeat a proverb or moral maxim previously prepared am;
made known to me, so that no two have the same.~—ANoNYMOUS.

Various subjects may be taken up, such as honor, truthfulness,
neatness, promptness, accuracy, economy, pleasantness, dignity,
politeneus, cheerfulness, forbearance, etc., upon any one of which
the teacher may make some remarks that are to the point. Ilus-
trations and examples direct from the daily life of the school are
productive of most good.—ANoNYMoOUs.

Every school should have an appropriate opening exercise of a
moral or religions tendency. The teaching were better indirect.
All preaching should be avoided ; it is distasteful to children, and
defeats the end it is meant to secure., It is a grave mistake, how-
ever, to not impress, indirectly, the leading truths of miorality and
religion. These clements have u place in every human soul, and
a;.}'g cgitimate material for training, - Minnesoia Journal of Educa-
0on,
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Slates and  Mews.

ONTARIO.

Miss Lottie M. Capron, a pupil of the Paris High Schoul, has
enmnposed & now picce of music, entitled ** The OuseF' Waltzes. "

Mr. James Harvison, who teaches in Downio, gives up teaching
at tho end of the presunt torm. Mr., Harnson has been long i the
teaching professivy, having taught w Perthy Middlesey,and Oxford,
and has u‘wnys won the esteom of both parents and scholars and all
others with whom he has come in contact.  With the withdrawal of
Mr. Harrison the profession will Jose one who takes a decp interest
in scholags both morally and inteHectually.-—>t. Mary's Arqus.

The Cliairman of the Ingorsoll Buard of Education, owing to the
great number of children from seven to twelve years who do not at-
tend school, has detormined unless those children ave immedi-
ately sent to school to have the lnw respecting compulsory education
rigidly enforced. —8t. Mary's drgus.

Mr. N. S. Dunlop, White Lake, read an adwmirable essay on|
¢ Spelling,” at the teachers assocmtion awt Arnprior and Almonte.
The paper was written in the reporting style of phonography. and
read with ease. .

The schools at Port Rowan have a handsome and commodious
building. The hizh school, which is most ably and energetically
conducted by Mr. W. W. Rutherford, B.A., assisted by My, R.
Alexandor, has won honorable distinétion for itsell and attracts |
pupils from conriderable distunces. Last year oighteen of nsi
scholars passed the intermediate examination.  {n the olementary
departments, under Misses Abbott and Ryan, first-rate work is
being done.  Few places o the size have such oxcellont educational
advantages as Port Rowan.

There is a fino school at St. Williams, under the efliciont head
mastership of Mr. John L. Buck, Miss Pecumer ably ussisting him
in the junior department. Besides a fair proportion of the scholarz
taking the entrance examination thero is a class preparving to take
intermediate papers.

Vittoria has a flourishing Mechanies’ Institute with a large and
thoroughly apprecinted library. It has also a_handsome_school
building n \v}:icln good work is being done. Mr. A. E. Hooper
is  most efticient head master, and he is well supported by Miss
Curtis.

The educational wants of Welland are well supplied. The high
school, under the principalship of Mr. Dunn, assisted by M
Bridgeman, (buth teachors of many years' stauding and well known
ability) attracts scholars from sume distance out of the tuwn, and
continues to uphold the excellent reputation it hus long barne. The
model school is in a highly efficiont state with Mr. Grant as head
maater, ably assisted by Mrs. McGlashan, Byfield, and Rowan.

Mr. Lornman entered on the head mastorship of the Port Robin-
son public school at the beginning of the year. He is young, but
earnest and energetic, and cannot fail to make his mark in the
profession, as he has already done in his present sphere.

We regrot to announce the death of Mr. E. H. Robertson, prin-
cipal of Thorold west side school. Mr. Cornforth, who was formerly
mathematical master in the high school, has been invited by the
school board to succeed him, and has temporarily accopted the in-
vitation.

A handsome and commodious building has been recently erected
for the separate school at Thorold. i

Miss Dale has recently entered on dutics as mistress of the junior
department, of the Thorold public schoul. The schuul is in a flour- '
ishing condition under the head mastership of Mr. Manson,who has
had charge since last Christmas. .

The public school at Port Colborne has by meaus of its annual
entortainment managed to supply itsclf with a set of good wall
maps and several other conveniences. B3r. McKay has for some
time conducted the school with marked success.

The school at Victoria is doing well under the management of
Mr. Burgess, who ontered on duties as head master only this year.

The public school at Drummondville is_one of the handsomest
and most conveniont in the province. Itisa fine brick structure
standing in a largo pieco of ground. In frunt of the school are
well kept shrubs and flower beds. There are pLlay grounds beneath
thio school rooms for wet and cold weather. The rooms are bright
and aity, and the whole school, which is under the most efticient
muagenment of Mr. Moris, has a flourishing appearance.

.

Tho public school at Merritton has had a loss in the person of
Miss Booth, who, we undorstand, has left to got married. Miss
Bates is hor successor. The school, which includes three buildings,
is doing well under the head mastership of Mr. J. H. Crow, assisted
by Misses Mills, Patterson, and Bates.

Woe learn that Mr. Kearney, tho highly respected mastor of the
soparate school at Merritton, is ahout retiving.  Mr. Kearney com-
menced his carecr as a teacher in Ireland.  He came to this country
in 1802, and has been teaching ever siive, He has oceupred hus
present post for seven years.

Mr. Colton, who has been for « number of years first assistant in
the Central schoul, London, has resigned with a view of removing
to tho north-west.  Wo are pleased to hear that Mr. Stewart, one
of the most pupular and successful teachers in the London publie
schools, has been appointed to the vacant pusition, at an incroased
salary.  Mr. Carson, who is well known as une of the ablest teach-
m‘? in the west, still retains the position of principal of the model
school.

The public school at Jarvis has incrveased so much in numbers
lately that the building it at present occupies is not lawge enough
for its work to be carried on in anything like comfort. The school
is doing admivable work under the head mastorship of Mr. W,
Hinds, who is ono of the oldest teachers in the county, assisted by
Misses Hoover and Bourne.

The Port Dover grammuar and public sehiouls are in oae tine and
heautifully situated building.  The schools have pulled together in
the matter of gotting up a1 most successful vntertainment, from the
proceeds of which additions were made to the school library, and a
sum was granted for the support of the Fontball Club. Mr. 8. F.
Passmore, B.A., is head master of the grammar school, and he is
ably assisted by Mr. James Gray, B.A.  The school is in a thor-
oughly sound condition ; nearly twenty students are going up
at the intermediate examination, and two are taking matriculation
at Toronto university. The public schuol is under the able
head mastership of Mr. W. H. Smith, assisted by Misses J.
Smith and McNalloy. The lacter lady has been teaching in the
achools for sixteen years. She has w wonderful power. for teaching
and managing young children.

Mr. W. Eghert, the enorgetic head master of the Dunnville public
school, has taken up the subject of map drawing in a most thorough
and systenutic way, and the resuls is that some most creditable
picces of work aro produced in this direction. Drill and calisthenics
are also a most noticeably good feature, the time of afternoon recess
being generally devoted to these exercises. Mr. Egbert is ably as-
sisted by Misses Flowers, Brown, Stevenson, and Money ; and
Dunnville has good reasun to bo proud of the way mn which 1its
public school is conducted. The high school, nnder Mr. Nugent, ia
also in a most flourishing condition, and the attention paid to music
is bearing most marked and pleasing f-uit.

Caledonia boasts two very fine schoots. The high school, under
the head mastership of Mr. Clifford Kemp, B.A., ably assisted by
Messrs. Cochrane and Elliot. has abuut seventy scholars, more than
half of whom are taking the intermediate examination. We learn
that Mr. Cochrane, the mathematical master, is resigning his
post in order to complele his studies at Toronto university. He
will be greatly missed, and it is tu bo huped that the trustees will
be able to find a worthy successur to support the hunurable reputa-
tion this school has so long and deservedly borne. The public
school, under Mr. Frank Shoff, assisted by Misses 0'Neil, Watson,
and Doylo, is also in a most flourishing condition.

The public school at Hagersville has a handsome and commodious
building worthy of so live a town. Mr. D. C. Beattie succeeded
Mr Philip Park in the head mastership at Christinas, and under
the new management the school is thoroughly well kesping up its

ood name. The clder scholars show a marked proficiency in Eng-
ish composition, a specialty not frequently cnough distrngwishing
vur public schools. The lower departments of the school are ad;
mirably conducted by Misses Black, Stobbs, and Murray.

The public school at Fort Erie has managed, by getting np entex-
tainments during the past few winters,+to provide itself with anex-
cellent library of over 300 volumes.

The schools in the county of Brant, under the-able inspectorate
of D.r. Kelly, aro on the .whole.1n a thorough state of efficioncy 3
patticularly §t George public school, 1n which Mr. J. C. Elhott 13
head master, is really a credit to the village. The trustees, parents,
and guardiaus of the pupils deserve much praise for having such
an institution for the education and training of the young. '

Ay
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The West Indies aro again vepresented at Ontario Business Col-
lege, Mr. S. D Walker having arrived from Bermuda o fow days
ago to tako a course.  Mr. J. %{. Watlingtun, a graduate of the col-
lege, who came from Bermuda, is now boukkeeper with Currie,
Marshall & Co., wholesale jowellers, Toronto.

“T intend leaving howo in suunuer, aud I bogin to value the
JOURNAL now too much to let it go to waste.  Yours truly, Winnian
C. Moxrrisox,”

¢ Shall do all in my power to extend tho circulation of the Joux-
NAL.  As for myself, as long as the teaching profession claims me
as a member, so long shall my name bo ou your subscription books.
1 find tho JourNan a professional nccessity. — Yours very respect-
fully, J. H. W. Sciypr, of Kirksville Mercantilo College.”

The report of the inspector of public schools for the city of Ot-
tawa for the year 1882 is very satisfactory in respect to attendance
of pupils, increased school accommodation, and in the employment
of teachers of a higher rank than at any provious time. The aver-
agoe attendanco of pupils for the year was 1,663, The averago at-
tendance for each teacher, 44. The regular stafl’ consisted of 30
teachers and a music master.  Of theso 6 hold livst-class certificates
Gradoe A ; 2 others only one grade lower.  The romaining 22 hold
Provincial certificates of the second class ; 8 of which are of grade
A, 14 of grade B.  The average salaries of the teachers is at the
rate of 512 per annum ; average for males §774, for females 357,
In all the schools & unform revised lhinmt table, which ives to each
study its proper time and place, is i use, which during tho three
years of its existence hus been found of great service and thor-
oughly workable. While Ottawa is supplied with an excellent statt’
of teachers, they are ably supported by an indofatigable and pamns.

taking inspector, J. C. Glashan, to whom the success of the city|,

achouls is largely due.

The public school at Waterford loses two of its teachers on broak-
ing up for the summer holidays : Mr. Russell Baldwin to continue
his studies, and Miss Kate Oliver for an equally good reason—to
get married. 1t is to be hoped that worthy successors to them may
be found, and that the school may continue to flourish as it has been
doing under the-able head mastership of Mr. Geo. F. Chapman.

Dr. McLettan, Dr. Kinney, and Inspector Glashan, have been
conducting the Ottawa normal school examinations.

The school building at Simcoe is one of the must beautiful speci-
mens of school architecture in the province. The handsume build-
ing, surrounded by beautifully lud out and well-kept garden
grounds, isquite an ornament to the town. Simcoo has good reason
to be proud of the schoal 1tself as well as the building.  Under its
present indefatigable principal, Mr. H. Grant, B. A., it has attained
a most honorable position amongst the scholastic institutions of
our country. Its staft has recently been strengthened by the ap-
pointment of Mr. D. W. Simpson, B.A., as assistant in the high
school department.

An error was made in our last month’s issue in reference to Mr.
A. N. Chadwick, of Alliston, which he wishes to have corrected.

* He wus offered an assistantship w the Provincial Model School, Ot-
tawa, instead of the head mastership as was reported.

From the report of Inspector Dewar, East Huron, wo glean the
following : Total receipts from all svurces, $51,417.82; total expen-
diture, $45,330.34 ; number of pupils on the roll, 9,214; average
attendance, 4,305.

Inspector Millar, of West Huron, in his report states: “The
work 1n the schoul-rovms is being vigorously and successfully pro-
secuted in a very large majority of the sections. The decreased
nwnber of pupils is a great blessing, as the teachers have now more
time to devote to the several classes. The mere hearing of lessons
will not produce good scholarship. Time must be taken to draw
forth the powers of the mind and teach the pupils to think. This
must always be the chief aim in education. Taken as a whole vur
teachers are dving their work admirably, and the schuolsarein a
very satisfactury condition.”

From a return just published, 1t is shown that Huron has & larger
school population than any other Ontario county, therc being a
total of 18,134, of which the average attendance at school was 8,-
329. This is considerably more than 1 any other county, and
speaks well of educational progress. Guderich, with aschool popu-
lation of 1,250, records an average attendance of 579 ; Clinton, with
900, an average attendance of 360, and Seaforth, with 637, an
average attendance of 333. With four separate schools in the
county, the total attendanco is only put at 282, of which 108 18 2
Goderich. — Huron Expositor,

Guelph soparate school trustees purpose erecting o new boys’
school to cust §56,000,

We learn that Mr, D. B. Clapp, M. A., tho mdofatigable and suc.
cessful public school mspector of North Wollington, has made anew
doparture m his arrangemonts.  Instead of holding tha customary
somi-annual conventions, each township will havo its own gathering
where loeal schuol matters will bo discussed.  Wo wish him ovory
success in his new undertaking. Below is given a_programmo
which may be of advantage to others :

TOWNSHIP INSTITUTE.

A Totenxhip Instetude of the Teachere M. coviiis covnnes (and adjoining Torenr and
Villager) :rill’b« heldqt .. ... . ... School-Houxe, in 8. S. N0 ,on. .. . .
the . . .odayaf. L 188, ., beginning at 845 aan,

ProgrAMMEK.

1 Election of Otticers,

2, Ap,»omtmvnt of Comnittees,

3. Roll-Call. . .

1. I'ayment of Fees to North Wellington Teachors' Association.

o, Selection of Subjects for General Discussion,

5. Quustion Drawer. .

. Uniform Promotion Examination Reports and Suges*ions from Teachers. Bring
sulationy, ete, with you,

R

(XS

Cretux ’ .

9
'Cl'llu'x ~~~~~
o, O
Cralies
1
Critics, , ..
2, .. .. .
Crativs
13, . .
Crities .
| 2 T |
Creties . .. .
5. .. ..o .
Critics. ...
6. .. o0 L
Criticd. o vovvivnien o ot
T,
Critic. . .... ......
18.
Critics . . O R

Teachers are requusted to sive their Trustees a special invitation to attend our Insti-
tuto, Esvery Tc:w&wr 111 the Township s oxpected i bu present amd to do all he (or she)
can to niake our meeting a succes¥, The upils shall bo under the charge of tho
Master, who will open the School in the usual way  The time-table of the School is to
be followed as losely as p ssible, and no Teacher can be allowed ors than hall an
hour for cach subject or class,  Essaysare to be within a twenty-minute it i longth,
The Tune Table of the School, Ganeral and Class Registers, wath the Visltors’ Book
shall be open for the inspection of all visitors, to show how carcfully, accurately, and
neatly they arc kept. Tho Master of the School is to make due pro\'i'slons for the en-
tertalument of the v isiting teachers and their fricnds. You arerequested to be punctual.

All the Schools o the Towwnshipaf....... .. shill be closed during the ineetsng of the

Inatitute, .
Davin P Cuare, Inspector of Schools,

Harriston,...... . . ... 185,

Wm. Collin, teacher at Shakespeare, died suddenly one morning
last week, He retired to vest in good health, and by 1 o'clock in
the morning was dead. .Apoplexy was the cause.

The trustees of the Seaforth lngh school have engaged Prof. Jones
to teach music, and have purchased a piano for the school. They
have earned tho gratitude of their constituents, and have set an ox-
cellent example to older institutions. Their echool is not yet four
years old, and has a staff of four teachers.

The high school literary socicty’s exhibition in the Concert hall,
Brampton, was one of the most interesting events of the season,
There was a large attendance, and from the beginning to the close
of the ontertainment the audience Yvas kept attentive aud interest-
ed. The programme consisted of exercises in calisthenics, roadings,
and music, every part of which was well executed, and the com-
munity hope they will be favored with another oxhibition of a
similar character before the close of the year.

The highest salary paid a public school master in a city is $1,200
and lowest 8400. Ina town tho highest is $1,000 and the lowest
8275. The highest salary paid the head master of a collegiate insti-
tute is $2,250 and the lowest $1,200. The highest paid a high
school master is $1,400 and the lowest $700.

Thero wore only 258 first-class teachers in the public schools of
Ontario in 1831,

The Enghsh literature for the intsrmediate for 1884 will be Gold-
smiths *‘Traveller,” *“Grays * Elegy,” and Burke's ‘* Reflec-
tions.” An admirable and noted edition of the above has been
edited by J. Millar, |B.A., head master of St. Thomas collegiate
institute, whoso former works on English Literature are recognized
as the most valuable issued for Canadi

ian schools,
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Wo are pleased to sco the deep interest manifested by so many
teachers throughout the province in promoting the cause of Tem-
peranco, Teachers havo u wide field for usefulness, and whilo sur-
rounded by the young will fuil in dischavging their duty if they do
not by every possible etfort provo that under ne circumstances are
intoxicating drinks good, and that there is not a country in the
world whoro stimulants are so littlo nesded as in Canndi.  The fol-
lowing resolutions wero passed by the teachers of the Princoe Ed-
ward county association :

Resolved, 'That, 1. —We the Teachers of Prince Edward County,
our sympathy with anything that tends to promote the cause o?
ance.

IT,.—We are of tho opinion that ‘Ceachers cannot well do too much to
further the cause.

IIL.—That, as the hopo of our nabyon 18 i the nsing generation and to
the teacher is committed this great respons.mhity, the school 13 the place to
instil into the minds of the nising generation o love for temperance and o
hatred « { alcoholic liquors.

IV.—That we would welcome 1 our schools a scientitic text-book deal-
ing with the effect of alcoholic stunulants on the human rystem.

W. R. Brows,
S. B. Nurneny,
Miss N.Hicks,

On Friday, 16th inst., St. Joseph school authorities, Chatham,
gave a grand musical and literary entertainment in the new exhibi-
tivn hall of the school. Mr. O'Neil, tho chairman of the separate
school board, occupied the chair. The Catholics of Chatham may
wall feel proud of possessing a hall so well adapted for school en-
tertainments, while the talent and energy displayed by the head
master, Mr. O’'Hagan, by whose able hands the programme was
Jazoly planned and sustained, are worthy of high praise.  Mr.
O‘hngan, who came to Chatham highly recommended as a teacher,
has proved himself fur superior to the reputation and highest hopes
entertained of him by his many friends.

Wae congratulate the citizens of Chatham on their possessing so
oxcollent & school building as the one that was opened for school
purposes with so pleasant an entertainment on Monday, 18th inst.
The entertainment consisted of speeches, and music by the children,
who have been carefully instructed by Mr. Bracken, the principal,
and who deserves great credit for the proficiency displayed. ‘The
building, which was tastefully decorated with flags and emblems of
welcome, consists of six schuol-ruums and an assembly room, and
cost $14,000. The grounds have been beautifully laid ont and
planted with trees, flowers, &c. No pains have been spared to make
the rooms comfortable, and in addition to architectural and orna-
mental work, the difficult task has been performed of combining
good ventilation with sufficient heating. After the chairman had
mado his report, and stated the reason for their being present, Rev,
A. McColl, inspector, spoke with much feeling on the nature and
benefits of education as the instrument for the bringing out off
latent talent, of a kind appropriate to the moral and social require-
ments of the present age. In ancient times the e lucativn of Egynt
and Greeco was based on principles and ywded by aims alien to
this Christ*an age, in which the Bibls was thy foundation of the
school system. It had been truly said that the teacher who had
tho moulding of the boy’s character up to the 12th year was doing
a work which no subsequent training could alter ur undo. After a
well-merited tribute to Mr. Bracken, the speaker sat down amid
applause. Rev. Mr. Parker, Rev. Dr. MeVicar, of Montreal, Rov.
J. R. Battisby, Judge Bell, the Mayor, Rev. Mr. Walker, and Dr.
Holmes expressed good wishes for the success of the school, their
gratification at being Ylwsent on so happy an oceasion, and although
not so very long ago that very spot was primeval forest, the build-
itig of this schuol was not & finality but the initial landmark of a
series of like improvements in Chatham. Rev. Dr. McVicar, of
Montreal, said that he could go back montally to a time when there
were no school-houses in Chatham. He recalled the names of var-
ious Chathamites who had been his instructurs, among whom wers
Rev. A. McColl, and two Dixons, one of whuin was in Hamiltun,
and tho other in Australia. He was in favor of liberal expenditure
for school purposes and equality in the payment of lady and gentle-
men toachers. . .

On Friday evening, 15th inst., the anuual musical and literary
entertainment under the auspices of the Goderich high school lit-
erary society was held in the town hall.  The programme was a good
one, the attendance large, and everyone seemed to be well pleased,
and heartily congratulated those who had contributed to the enjoy-
ment of the ovening.

The St. Louis schaool board has made an order that after Septem-
ber 1stnext corporal punishment shall beabolished in the city public

OXpress
Lempor-

}(.‘-umnnttco.

D

At tho evening entertainment of the Elgin tenchers' association,
held in St. Thomus, there was a departure from the usual routine
which wo think avery pleasaut ono and which we fool cortain was
heartily enjoyed by all.presont ; this was the prosontation of u very
handsomo gold watch and theaccompanying addrces by the teachers
of Blgin county tu their much respected inspector, Mr. A. F. Butler :

ADDRESS.
To A. F. Butler, Inspector of Public Schools :

Dran Si,—In behalf of the toachers of Elgin county we have chiosen the
presont veeasion 83 a sititable one  for performing an” act which, wo hope,
will meet with your a+probation and acceptance, sand which will afford ua
unalloyed pleasure and joy.

For the past fifteon years you inve devotedly and ardently labored in the
capacity of Public School Inspector in this coun}y, and the result of your
labor is best seen in the present condition of the Elgin schools,

Although our system of school management his been greatly improved
by legislation within that time, yot the healthy and efficient state in which
our schools are, is due, in the greatest nieasure, to your determined efforts
to change the old, dry, mechanicl style of hearing recitations to the en.
lightened and intelligent. style of imparting living ﬁnowledgo to those om-
brvo minds that are entrusted to our care.

Your advice has been given in such a kind, unassnming manuner that {he
most egotistical among us could not help but profit by it. Your deport.
ment in the school-room during your official work is such that your semi-
annual visits are looked forward to with pleasure by teachors and pupils.
You are ever there a welcomo guest, leaving hehind some pearl of thought
to encourago to renewed diligenco the wearied teacher, or awaken within
lth&) dormant mind of the thoughtless pupil some new inspiration of know-
edge.

I{;l our laborious and often discoursgng work in the school room a kind
and sympathetic word fromn you, or a little tinely advice,has often dispelled
the cloud of glvom that overcast ua and we have beeu enabled aftorwards t o
seo more platuly our path of duty.

You have led us to understand that in our school work

* Nothing useless is, or low ;
Each thing in its place is best,
And what seems but idle show
Strengthens and supports the rest.”

Our earnest wish is, that ycv may long e spared to carry on the noble
work in which you have been - 3 long engaged, und may the happy relations
now oxisting between you and the teachers of Elgin ever existwhils you
remain among us.

Before closing this address we ask you toaccept this gold watch as a
small token of the esteom in which we hold you.

May the bright metal in 1ts cases be emblematical of the pure feeliugs
of regard and respect which actuate us in presenting 1t; and as you view 1ts
intricate mechanism may you be rennnded that wh ‘e the wheel of time
rolls round we can never iorget the many acts of kv ness, words of advice
and feelings of sympathy which you have given us.

. : T vt COTTINGTON,
] R. C. InovLrsBy.
d J. B, OcILvie,
(Signed) J. E. Orr.
W. M. ELrisos.
Gro. Duxcax.
J. W. Auos.
Mr. Butler madea very appropriate reply to the address. The
speaker of the evening, Dr. McLollan, high school inspector, was
thon called upon, and dehvered the finest lecture on Education ever
delivered in the city.

Wo are pleased to learn that at the meeting of W. Lambton teech-
ers’ assuciation Mr. John Brebner,L. P.S. who is so highly espected
by all the teachers in tho inspectorate, was presented with a very
complimentary address and a valusble gold watch and chain as a
slight acknowledgement of the appreciated services rendered during
the many years he has presided over their deliberations. Mr.
Brobner has succeeded in securmg the good will ot all the teachers
in the inspectorate.

The Buard of Education, London, recently adopted, with the ex-
coption of the first clause, the following medical regulations .—
Smallpox— All pupils will bo required to produce a physician's cer-
tificate of effectual vaccination before admission to any of the
schuols. All pupils residing in any house where smallpox exists
will be excluded until thirty days after patient’s recovery. Scarlet
fever—All pupils coming from any house where scarlet fever exists
will be excluded until twenty days after patient’s recovery ; except
children who have previously had the disease, who will be excluded
until ten days after tho recovery of the patient. Diphtherin—Ex-
cluded as above for ton days. easles—Until recovery of patient ;
pationt excluded <~r ten days after recovery. Mumps, whoopmg-
cough, chickenpox, .r any eruptive diseases of che scalp— Until
complete recovery. Wvidenco necessary for abuva Tiiyeilan'a
certificate.  Pupils visiting places where scarlet fever or diphtheria
exists will bo excluded. Some doubt being expressed as tr the
legality of the first clause it was roferred to the City Solicitor for

schools.

his opinion.
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A right education is not merely the reading of many books, but‘ In the report of the Honoruble the Minister of Education for
the ability of making knuwledge useful to ourselves and to othors. | 1880-81, the percontage of average attendance, compared with the

A ropore of the Oxford toachers’ association says @ The most in- | total number attending schiol, is given as43 per cent. for the count-
teresting feature of the convention to tho general public was the [ies of the Province. The percentage in Halton, for the year of the
lecture by Principal Buchan of Upper Canada college upun Poetry | report, was 45.  Ton counties had a higher percentage, viz : Prince
and Politics. Edward, Durham, Lincoln, and Huron, each 46 ; Dundas, Oxford,

Rev. Mr. English has leased the Hellnuth ladies’ college property ; Perth, and Middlesex, each 47 ; Waterloo, 49 ; and Lanark, 50.
for the next collegiate year. The year fulluwing Mrs. Russell will, Two counties had the same percentage as Halton, and the romain-
undertake its managenmient.  Major C. A. Armstrong, of St. Leon- | ing twenty-nine counties, including the districts, ranged fron. 44
ard-on-the-Sen, England, will act as principal. down to 35 per cent.-—Mr. Little’s Report.

The following yearly subscriptions have been promised to the| J, W. Acres, M. A., has. we believe, the honor of being the seaior
Iadies” medical schoal, Kingston, for five years. -Dr. Jenny K. 'tc:uhor in the Province of Untario.  For upwards of a quarter of a
Trout, Toronto, 8200 ; Mr. John Carruthers, §100; Hon. G. A. | century hie has held the position of principal of tho Paris schools.
Kirkpatrick, 850 ; Fulger Bros., §50 ; Principal Grant, §100; Mr. Daring that time he has won affection, respect, and admiration
Willian Hartz, 8100, and Mr. A, Gaun, M.P., §100; altogether, alile from teachers, schulars, parents, managers, and all who have
83,500. come ir*~ contact with him. The schools are to-day in as flourish-

The legislative geant for public school purposes this year to | ing condition as they hase ever been.  There are iun all ten depart-
schools in Northumberland is as follows : Cobuurg, §717 ; Haldi- | ments, two of which form the high school.  The principal building
mand, $6%1 ; Hunilton, 2642 ; Brighton, 8504 ; Scymour, §474; | is o tine brick structure, beautifully situated, overluoking the whole
Mureay, 8416 ; Crvmahe, 8435 ; Perey, 8427 ; Camphellford, §223; | of the city, and commanding a magnificent view of tho valley of
S. Managhan, $153 ; Aluwick, §152 ; Celborne, $136 5 total, §3,002. | the Grand river and the surrounding country. In the high school

At the Chatham district teachers’ association, the following out  Mr. Acres is ably assisted by Mr. Armstrong. Mr. C. Dodge is
of the quertion drawer were gravely, and it is said profitably dis- | the senior teacher in the numerous departments of the public schoul.
cussed : (I) If you told a big boy tostand in the corner, and he| Mr. Burrows, P.S.I, of Napance, and dMr. Tilley, P.S.1., of
took his hat and went home, what would you do when he came back ? | Bowmanville, have been conducting the examinations in the normal
{2) If a scholar said, ‘* Let me xit the books on the table,” and you | school in this city.
corrected him, and ke said, “‘Mr. Jones told us to say ‘sit,”” what|  Dr- Kelley, M.A., Brantiord”and D. C. Ross, M.A., Toronto,
would you do ¢ . have heen conducting the Ontario examinations for the Gilehrist

During a recent visit to the flourishing city of St. Thomas, we | scholarship. There was only one Ontario candidate. The Gilchrist
could not but admire the enterprise of the place in educational mat- | scholurship is of the value of £100 sterling per annum and is ten-
ters.  Already the collesiate institute has acquired a front rank, | able for three years.

and with its eflicient statl of masters who are specialists in their de- MANITOBA.
partment, progress must continue.  The building is a very com-| The regular quarterly meeting of the Council of the University

moedions ene and the grounds are amongst the finest in the Prov- Jof Manitobs, was held in the Education Offices, Thursday, June
ince. A beautiful fountain has been placed m the lawn in front of [ Tth.  The Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor, the Registrar, the
the institute and this, together with the display of floners, trees, | Bursar, Rev. Prof. Cloutier, Ven. Archdeacon Pinkham, Rev.
and shrubs, shous the good taste of the citizens. The appreciation | Prof. Hart, Rev. 0. Fortin, Very Rev. Dean Grisdale, Ven. Arch-
of the boarl of the jrincipal’s services is shown by the advance- |deacon Cowley, Rev. Prof. Bryce, Rev. Canon Matheson, Hon.
ment of Mr. Millar's salary from 81,250 to §1,530. Attorney-General Sutherland, Rev. Canon O’Meara, and Rev. D.
During the last session of the teachers’ association held in Nor- | M. Gordun were present. The Chancellor took the chair at 2:10
folk,a commuuicativn was read from the Ontario Woman's Christian | p.m.  Tho minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
Temperance Union, inviting co-operation in their work, whereupon | Archdeacur Pinkham moved, secunded by Rev. O. Fortin, and
after discussion, it was moved by the Rev. Geo. Grant, seconded |it was resvlved that the fee for the degree of M. A. be $4.
by Dr. Wadsworth, that. *‘This assuciation, recogmizing the evils| Theresults of the recent examinations were then read by the
connected with the use of intoxicating drinks, approve of the idea | Chancellor. Moved by Prof. Bryce, seconded by Archdeacon
and advocate the introduction of buvks on temperance inte wur | Cunley and resvlved, that the report be received and adopted.
public and high schouls, s a strong agent in uprooting the existing | Prof. Hart, on behalf of the Committee appointed at the last meet-
evil of intemperance.” Carried. ing, reported the blank forms for the degrees of B.A. and M.A.,
The question of providing suitable teachers’ residences has not | and the purchase of three silver and three bronze medals. The
apparently received the attention of trustees and ratepayers. Only | report was received and adopted. A letter was read from the
twn have yet been provided ; one in Nassagaweya and one in Acton. | Registrar of the General Council of Medical Education and Regis-
,\s matters now stand, married teachers are almost forced vut of | tration of the Uaited Kingdom. Moved by Prof. Bryce, soconded
the rural sections, from inability to get a house in which to live. { by Canon Matheson, and resolved, that the candidates for the
Of the nineteen married teachers empluyed last year, five taught | previous examinations may, if they please, take the Elementary
in the towns or incorporated villages, four in the smaller villages, | Statics and Hydrostatics of the B. A. degree.
two taught in rural sections but lived in the adjoining town or vil-| The annual Convoeation of the University of Manitoba for con-
lage, two others lived in homes of their own, and six lived in the | ferring degrees, presenting medals, ctc., was held on Friday, June
section in which they taught. Not wore than one section in ten | 8th, in the teraporary Legislative Hall, in the new Court House.
can provide a house for a married teacher. T hope the day will | Desides a considerable number of ladies and gentlemen who were
soon come when in the larger and wealthier sections the erection of | present as spectators, including students of the various colleges,
a teacher’s residence will be regarded as favorably as the ercction | the following gentlemen occupied seats on the floor of the House :—
of a manse or a parsonage. I believe the establishing of suitable | Hort. Jas. Royal, M.P., Vice-Chancellor, in the chair; Mr. T. A.
residences for teachers would advance the cause of education. Ex- | Bernier, Registrar; Very Rev. Dean Grisdale, Rev. Canon
perienced teachers would be retained in the profession ; the evils | O'Meara, Rev. Canon Matheson, Rev. A. L. JParker, and Rev. R.
resulting from frequent changes of teachers would bo greatly dim- | Machray of St. Juhn's Collego; Rev. Prof. Cherrier, Director, and
inished ; and in the end the cost of education would be reduced. - { Rev. Prof. Cloutier, St. Boniface College ; Rev. Prof. Bryce, and
My, Little’s Repart. . Rev. Prof. Hart, Manitoba Collexo; Hon. John Norquay., Promier;
The following show the advancement of educativnal interests in| Hon. A. A. C. LaRiviere, Provincial Sceretary ; Hou. Attorney-
the county of Halton :  (a.) During the year a handsome and com- | Geneml Sutherland, Hon. S. C. Biggs, U. S. Consul Taylor, Rev.
modious brick school house, named *“ Lorne School House,” was} O. Fortin, Rev. D. M. Gorden, Rev. H. T. Leslie, Mr. Rice How-
erected in S. S. No. 12 Esquesing. The site is an acre in extent, | ard, Dr. Agnow, and Dr. Jackes. The mcmbers of tho University
and is surrounded with a substantial picket fence. A good well | wore their distinguishing costume. The Vice-Chancellor opencd
has been provided, and the trustees purpose during the present | the proceedings with an address, in which, after apolomzng for tho
year to crect a woud-house and outbuild” gs. Tatalcust, $1,675.78. { unatuidable absence of His Lordship the Bishop of Rupert's Land,
(b) In Miltun the public school board enlarged the model schoul by { Chaucellor of the TUniversity, he said :—Ladies and gentlemen,
the additivn of a new swno wing. They also crected larger out- | you are witnessing an expenment of the most interesting character.
buildings, enclused two additional luts and part of the onl site | We are making an oﬁpenmcnt which was never attempted before.
with a neat pichet fence, and repaired the iaain building. The total § We are trying to build up in a mixed community, an institution on
outlay amuunted to §3,483.82. — Mr, Little’s Report, tho broad basis of common sense and mutual Christan tolerance.

YL

.



THE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

——

169

kS

In conclusion the hon. gentleman said :—~In view of the grand
objects of this Umversity, m viow of tho success accomplislied so
far, in view of its future progress and consolidation, let me hope,
ladies aud gentlemen, that the enlightened generosity of govern-
monts will provide the means nocessary to render the existence of
the University of Maunitoba free from precarious assistance and
warthy of its noble object. :

Mr. J. R. Bird, of St. Jolin’s College, was called forward and
presonted by the Chancellor with the Governor-General's silver
mmedal, and Mr. F. A. Brown, of Manitoba College, similarly
received the University bronze medal, these distinctions being
awarded for pre-eminence m classical honors of the third year,
including the second year's marks. The Governor-General's bronze
medal, won by competition in the previous examination, was pre-
sented to BMr. J. W. Matheson. Reov. Cunon O’'Meara then
presented to the Vice-Chancellor, Mr. J. R. Bird, as qualified to
receivo the degree of B.A., and Rev. Prof. Bryce similarly pre-
sented Messrs. F. A. Brown, D. Anderson, and J. B. D. Code, of
Mamtoba College, and Mr. Archibald McLaren, a non-collegiate
student, and the Vice-Chancellor accoraingly conferred upon these
gentlemen the title to which they were entitled.  The degree of
M. A. was conferred upon Mr. W.R. Guun, B.A., of the Univensity
of Manitoba. Ad cundem degress were conferred upon Rev. A.
L. Parker, M.A., and Rev. R. Machray, B. A., who were presented
by the Registrar. There were no candudates for the degree of A.B.
from the St. Boaiface College, for the reason that the institution
had to be closed during n part of the session, owing to illness
amongst tho students. .

The Hon. John Norquay, Premier of Mamtoba, and U. S, Con-
sul Taylor made excellent speeches.

The foundation stone of the new St. John's College was laid on
Tharsday, June Tth, by His Lordship the Bishop of Rupert's Land,
in presence of most of the members of the College council, the
professors, masters, and members of the college, and the college
school. The ceremony was of o veligious chamcter. The Bishop
opened the proceedings with an address, which was followed by an
appropriate ceremony.

The following articles have been deposited in the casket in the
stone : The Umiversity Act of Parliament and Statutes and Calendar
for 1882. Acts and documents relating to the Ecclesiastieal Fro-
vince and Diocese of Rupert's Iand, including the Statates of
Cathedral and Colicze. Report of 2nd Provincial Synod. Report
of Diocesan Synod, 1881, Special rervice at induetion of Dean and
Canons. Syllabus of St. John'’s College Ladies’ School.  Winniper
Weekly Free Press, June 1st, 1883 ; Winnipes Daily Free Press,
June 7th, 1883 ; Winmpeg Daily Sun, June Gth, 1883  The
account of St. John's College and College School corrected to the
present date. The names of the architects and huailder of the
College and statement of the stone being laid by the Chancellor
and the Bishop of Rupert’s Iand. The work of construction was
begun on the present wing a few weeks ago, and will cost on com-
pletion about 875,000. The entire cdifice when finished according
to the intended plan, will cost §250,000. The foundation is stone
and the superstructure brick. Upon return to the old college
building, vacation was announced until the first Wednesday of
September.

An interesting incident during the St. Johu's College term was
the presentation to Rev. A. L. Parker, M.A. of an clegantly
framed and dluminated address by tho studeuts of the previous
year. The presentation was made at his residence. after which
thoy were hospitably citertained at supper.

A large number of tho young ladics attending the St. John's
College Ladics' School, received prizes for the several branches
taught therem, and a -gol@ medal was presented by the lady prin-
apal for lady-like deportment aud observance of mles.

Theo following gontlemen have recently been appointed membors
of the Board of Education, viz: Rev. G. Cloutier, of St. Boniface,
vice Rev. J. B. Beaudm ; J. B. Somerset, of Winnipeg, vice .J. H.
Stowart, deceased ; James Prendergast, of St. Boniface, vico Alox-
andro Kittson, deccased.

NOVA SCOTIA.

The anniversary cxercises connectod with the clase of the college
year at Acadia, oxtended from tho 5th to the Tth of June. The
Associated Alumni held their annual session on the 6th, and an ad-
journed meeting on the 7th. The following were clected officers
for the ensuing vear- President—-H O Creed, A M. ; Vice Presi-
dent—Judgoe Johnstan ; Secretary Treasurer W L. Barss ; Divec:
tors—J. F. Parsons, A.B., B. B. Eaton. M.A,, Prof. R. V. Jones,
M.A, E A. King, M.A., J. W: Longley, M.A., Rev. E.

M ~

Frank Anderson, B.A, ‘Tho society chose for eloction us governors
of Acadin College, Silas Alward, Esy., M.A., D.C.L., of gt. John,
and H. C. Creed, Fsy., M.A., of Fredericton.

‘The nuniversary exercises of Acadia College were held on the 7th
in Assembly Hall. A lurge audienco was present and much en-
thusiasin was manifested.  Aftor an interesting musical programme
was gone through the national anthem was sung and the benedict.on
pronounced.

The orations exhibited independent and vigorous thinking and
were well delivered. At the close, the eleven young men whoss
names appeared on the programme recelved their dogree of Bachelor
in Arts.

The following graduates 1¢ceived the degree of M. A. it course :(—
Prof. Kierstead, E. M. Chesloy, J. B. Oakes, J. C. Archibald, B
V. Lockhart, Dr. Lewis Hunt:

The following hunor certificates were awarded to C. 8. Wallncy,
senior in history, philosophy, and clussics ; €. W. Bradshaw, senior
in history ; H. Welton, senior in history ; D. S. Wlntman, seniur
in history and philosophy ; Hutchinson Sophomore; in classies ;
Ross Sophomore, in English.

After conferring the degrees, Dr. Sawyer anunounced that the
Senate had conferred the honorary degree of D.C. L. upon Silas Al-
ward, Esq., M.A., of St. Juhn, and Judge Wetherbee. M.A., of
Hulifax. At the close of the graduating cxercises the Alumni
dinner took place in the large dining-room of Chipman Hall. There
was a large attendance. The following teasts were drunk at the
closc of the dinner : 1st, The Queen, proposed by E. D. King ; 2nd,
Alma Mater, proposed by E. D. King, responded to by Dr. T. H.
Rand and A.J. Denton ; 3rd, The Dominion and Local Legisla-
tures, proposed by H. C. Creed, responded to by D. B. Woadworth,
M.P. and J. W. Longley, M.P.P. ; 4th, The Board of Goveruors,
proposed by J. W. Longley, responded to by D. R. Eaton; 5th,
The Senate of the Univeruty, propused by J. B. Mills, responded
to by Judge Johnson; 6th, The Faculty of the College, proposed
by Dr. Saunders, respunded to by Dr. Higgins; 7th, Our Fathers
and Founders, proposed hy E. D. King, responded to by Rev, Dr.
Pryor and Rev. Dr. Bell ; 8th, The Graduating Class, proposed by
Prof. Kierstead, responded to by 0. C. S. Wallace, B. 3. ; 9th, Qur .
Sister Colleges, proposed by Prof. Joncs, responded to by W.
Grabam, Esq., and Prof. Kierstead : 10th, Qur Guests, proposed
by H. C. Creed, responded to by Mayor Fraser; 11th, Tho Press,
proposed hy Dr. Rand, responded to by Mr. Seldou; 12th, Tho
Fair Daughters of Acadia, propused by Prof. Caldwell.

The annual meeting of the Teachers Association for District No.
10., county of Cumberland and North Colchester, was held at the
thriving village of Acadia Jron Mines, on the 14th and 15th of
Junc. Inspector W. D. Mackenzie was ¢ afficio President, though
at several sessions the chair was efficiently filled by the Vice-Presi-
dent, W. R. Siade, Esq. The duties of Secretary-Treasurer weroe
well performed by Mr. Gordon Hill.  The programmne of exercises
were as follows : 1. ““Class Lesson in Industrial Drawing,” Miss
Parker; 2. ¢ Outlined Methods of Teaching Drawing,” Miss
Smith, Instractor in Provincial Normal School ; 3. ¢ The Proper
Mode of Teaching Grammar and Analysis,” Mr. Hutchinson, Prin-
cipal of Public Schools, Parr.boro’ ; 4. ‘¢ The Teacher's Duty as to
Clesnliness and Politencss f Pupils,” Miss Jenks, of Public
Schools, Amherst ; 3. * Class Lesson in Minermlogy,” Mr. Fraucis,
Principal of Public Schools, Aeadia Iron Mines; 6. * Rca.dl_ng,"
Miss Wood, of Oxfurd Public Schools; 7. * Music,™ Mr. _B:nlhc‘.
Principal of Pablic Schools, ‘Wallaco; 8. ** School Ventilation,”
Dr. J. W. McDonald, of Acadia Iron Mincs; 9. *‘ Recitation,”
(cssay), Miss Travers, of Public Scheols, Amherst, followed by a
recitdtion, by Miss Wood ; 10. ** The School Master,” by Mr.
Lay, Principal of County Acadamy,” The several papers and
exercises were thoroughly discussed.  Mr. Fraser's interesting class
cxercise in Mineralogy clicited strong expressions of opinion as te
the importanco of such studies, rightly pursued, to the industrial
development of Nova Scotin.  Dr. McDonald was warmly thanked
far the excellent paper (with admirable lustrative experiments) in
which he called attention to a watter whose neglect undoubtedly
lics at the root of much of the physical debility and mentad irnta-
bility found in our schuols, Professor Eaton, of tho Provincial
Normal Schuol, was present during a part of tho cxercises, and
favored the Association with an eloquent and instructive address

108 “The practical aspects of Modern Education.” The public

meeting of tho 14th was attended by « large and infloential sndi-
ence. St. Bridget's Hall, which is a most spacious auditorium was

thronged to the door. Theaddress of the Superintendent of Edu-
J. Grant, ! cation was u?wq\rdn of an hour in length and was mainly an exposis
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tion of the true relations subsisting between general and techmieal
education  Great sympathy was oxpressed with farnors whose
Innds wre running vut and wliose crops are fulig, and, who feeling
assured that there is o vight and sacntific way of tilling land are
detianding for their sons education or vppurtunties  demed o
thewselies, and with all who are strivig to build up i Nova
Scutia techmend schools such as 1w other lands have revolutionized
industrial wethods and mational Iife. At the same tume the audi-
ence was retnded that man does not hve by bread alone, that hus
hagher nature has its nights, that those professions which are some-
Umes sneered at as unproductive are honoerable and necessary, and
that all tyue teachers and all just educational systems should aim
at w reasencible compromise, or mther, conalintion, of the literary
amd practical elaments of education. A hearty voteof apprectation
of the Superintendent’s address was moted by the Rev. V. E.
Hartis (Anglican Rector). and sveoded by Hev, Father Hannlton,
PP Pl laiter gontlennan touh ceeasion to refer to the excellent
condition of the public schools of Acadis Iron Mines, and lus per-
sunal huowiddge of the mentunivus services of the teacher. The
Rev. Mi. Hartis was also present at several of the: regular meetings
of the Association and spoke mterestingly on some of the topics
thereat discussed.  Rarely doest fall to the Jut of an educational
gathering to hold its meeting amid a more apprecistive community
or among more instructive surroundings  Aradia Iron Mines, o
villige of some 2,500 inhabitants, situated in a picturesgue chasiu
of the Cohequid M untaius, is the scat of the vast business of the
celebratad L wcaderry Iron and Steel Manuafacturug Cotnpany.
Here upnarls of 100 sen are constantly  ciuployed in smelting and
czlate processes.  The enthusiastic Secretary of Trustees, Mr.
Hutchiuson, to whom the escellence of the village schools 18 largely
due, vecupaes a position of prommnence and trust under the com-
pand, aud at the close of the Supermtendent’s lecture on the even-
myg of the 14th, mvited the Associztion to accompany him to the
waorhs and wituess the interesting process of casting, or drawing off
the jne iran. - Many of the visitors remained till nearly midnight,
extending their observation to the extensive volling mills of the
company, where at a vast serics of furnaces the sons of Vulcan were
forgivge bars 11t inferior in ductility and strength to the best pro-
ducts of Wales or Sweden.

WCeachers' Associations.

The publishers of the JOURNAL will be obliged to Inspectors and
Secretaries of Teachers’ Agsociations If they will send for publica-
tion programmes of meetings to be held, and brief accounts of
meetings hold.

Uwning to the crowded condition of our JorrsaL, we are sorry to be
compellerd to give the briefest notice of the different Teachers’ .\ssocia-
tions lately beld.  Masy pages could well be filled with awounts of cs-
says, talks, and interesting discuesions, while instead of the mere men-
tion of a name, laurels have been well merited hy those who have
labored long and successiully in their arduous profession.

Minto. —The teachers of Minto township, held thar first annual
township convention 1n school house, school section No. ], Minto, on
Frulay, June 5th.  The attendance was very good, ten teachers bemng
present. A number of course did not put in an appearance, some of
whom, we belicve, have contracted the habit of being absent. This
habit of being absent will be lessened in future we trust. as the naned
of the absent few have to be séut to Toronto without delay. The pro.
grastue as remicred consisted of the tollowing : ** Literature, 11 Class,
which sulgect was ably rendered by P. H. Harper; an anteresting and
nstructine essay was then read an ** Text Books,” by Mr. Ciapp, n-
spector , then tolluwed a lesson on - Numeration, by M. Ferguson ;
llowal by Wating, by Jas. Wiscinan ; both of which lessons were

well taught.  In the afternvon Mr. Clapp passed some remarks on
" Dictativn and Spelling,  which we nope wilt not be lost to the teachers
present.  Miss Harper next followed with a ighly nstructive lesson

ot ‘Additia, Part 11,7 “Map Dmawing  was then taught to third |

Jdass, an a asuer which reflected great credit on the teacher, A. M.

Speune . W, MEachern then read an exsay or criticism on ** Promotion |
Examuations " as cumied on this year, holding torth some views which |

we anticipate will be taken advantage of i future by the exanuners.
The place of meeting was then consiaered, when 1t was resolved to mect
tn schoul seutson, No. 8, Minto, sfter which the mecting adjourned. The
thanhs of the insutute arc hereby tendered the resident teacher and
fracods of the scetion for thar cordial reception of the visiing teachers.
—Harriston Tribune. )

Lasank Cot XTy.~=The semi annuai nreeting of this Association was
held iuthe high school Luilding, Almonte, on May 25 and 26. The
wecting wis une of the must successful yet held, a pleasing feature of it
boing that wost of the essnyists were young teachers who had not
pret 1ouzly appeaved bifuire the Assvdiation.  Friday, The president,
F L Midell, I. P &, opened the meeting with a brief address, in
which he gave n retrospective view of the teaching profession, and en-
deas ored to impress upon the teachers present the nobility as well as
the importance of ther profession. The first paper read was by Mr.
W P. Robertson of Almonte.  Mr. Robertson thought that there was
a danger of vur educativnists running to the other extreme from that
which prevailed some years ago when almost everything was required
to be memuiized.  An ntaesting discussion followed the reading of
this paper.  Mr. N. S. Dunlop, of White Lake. followed with an excel-
leut paper ou spelling.  He pointed out some of the anumalies and
ditliculties of English spelling and advanced many strong reasons for
the intioduction of the phunetic system. On the text-book ques-
tion o conmnittee was appuinted to examine the rival sets of read-
ers, amd to 1eport at next meeting as to their respective morits.
‘The afternoon session was opened by the teaching of a model object les-
son to a class from the Almonte public schoof, by D. A. Nesbitt of
Pakenhn,  He showed that object lessons can be made the means not
only of descloping the perceptive and reflective faculties, but of teach-
my that much ncglectc(‘) subject, English Compousition.  Mr. Rothwell,
Principal of Perth Collegiate Institute, gave a blackboard illustration of
his method of teaching Sccim:xl {ractions to an advauced class,  His ex-
planativis were well received and called forth considerable discussion.
"The last paper of the afteracont was one by Mr. J. ;. Dunlop of Carle-
ton Place, on “* English Grammar.”  The necessity of presenting correct
forms of specch to the child from infancy onwards, was miged.  He re-
ferred, also, in a general way, to tcachers' difficultics, home training,
and text book deficjencies.  Want of time prevented any discussion on
this interesting subject. In the evening a lecturc on *The Art of
Caricature,” accompunied by sket-hes of several Alinonte ¢ celebrities ™
was delivered in the Music Hall, by J. WW. Bengough, the Grip cartoor-
ist. If we may judge from appearances the teachers enjoyed this part
of the programme immensely.  Saturday. —On motions duly made and
carried the following were c{ectcd officers for the ensuing ycar: —Presi-
dent, F. L. Michell, 1.P.S., Vice-president. John McCartar, Almonte 5
Sec'y-Treas., H. S. Robertson, Perth ; Auditors, Messrs. Rothwell and
Stedle . Manageinent Committee, Miss Sim and Messrs. Errat, Clarke,
Caswell, Smithetman.  Messrs. Robertson, Clarke, Errat, Nesbitt, and
Steele were appointed a conunittee to invest 8100 in the purchase of edu-
cational works for the library, and to devise a plan for the better distri-
bution of the books. The Treasurer’s statement for 1882 showed a
balance of $159.29 to the credit of the Association. Mr. Smitherman's
paper on ** Fourth Class Literature ™ was so highly appreciated that he
was requested to allow the secretary to publish it in tho local papers.
\Mr J. M. Cleland then introduced the subject of ¢ Opening Exercises
and Task in School.” During the discussion on the subject the inspec-
tor said that Mr. Cleland had the neatest school-house and most tastily
kept grounds in the county.  Mr. McGregor, Chairman of the Question
Drawer Comnmittee, now answered several questions which were of
much interest to the teachers present. A lively discussion on the ques-
tion of granting pormits then followed, which ended in the Association
entering its protest against the system. Mr. J. A. Sinclair opcned the
afternoon scssion by reading an excellent gapcr on *‘ How to Promote
Obedience in Pupils. Bothin tuis paper and in the discussion which fol-
lowed were many points brought out which mnst be especially beneficial
10 young and inexperienced teachers.  The president brought the meet-
ing to a close with a very suggestive address on * The Teacher and his
Assistants,” in which aptitude, training, and experience were laid down
as the essential qualifications of a teacher. The meeting adjourncd
to meet next in Perth at the call of the exccutive.

Noxrti York.—Abont fifty teachers in the northern division of York
county, assembled in the mudel school room, Newmarket, on Thursday,
Tthaunst., at 10 o'clock. The President, Mr. D. Fothcringham in the
chair.  The first subject discussed was ** Mcthods of marking Attend-
ance, Cunduct, and Recitation,” by Messrs. Rannie, Jewett, Armstrong,
aud Holland.  An cxceellent practical essay was read by Miss Birnie on
* How to socure Correct Language from Pupils.” which was followed
by a long discussion on Vocal Music by Messrs. Holland, Eckardt, and
Loive. Professor Loudon, of Toronto university, added to the interest
of the mecting by the mauner of treating hir subject ** Certain Hind-
rance to Substantial Progress in Learning,” and by his lectnre on ** Pro-
Jduction of Sound.”  Mr. Buchan's lecture on ¢ Americon Humot ¥ was
thorvughly appreciated, and showed an cxtensive literary knowledge on
the part of the lecturer.  The remarks of Dr. Forrest, of Bradford high
school, on ** Primary Reading by the Phonic System ™ were very satis-
factory. Messrs. Rose, Price, Shiclds, Love, and Dr. Forreat, & cussed
at consulerable lcniﬂx the advisability of ‘* Punishment,™ cach giving
some good ideas on home work.  After the adoption of an excellent pro
grammc for the next session the convention adjourncd.
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Sroraont, —The twelfth half-yearly meoting of the Stormont teach-
ers’ association, was held in Duvall’s Hall, Newington, on Thursday and
Friday, May 17th and 18th. The president, Mr. McNaughton, L'P.S.,
occupted the chair, and after thé usual oponinﬁ, called upon the secro-
tary to read the minutes of the last meoting, which were duly read and
approved. An agent of the Canada Publishing Company who was pres.
ent, received permission to address the association.  He introduced to
the notice of the teachers assemnbled a newly published series of readers
which he was confident would soon be authorized for use in schools. He
pointed out the superior excellencies of said publications as compared
with other similar text-books, anl called particular attention to the les-
sons on temperance, hygiene, &c. A discussion ensued on the respective
merits and demerits of the books compared, and a committee vonsisting
of the president, the sccretaiy, and Messrs. Talbot, Cook, aud Bissett,
with power to add to their numbers, was appointed to examine them,
also those published by Gage & Co., and report the result of such exam-
ination at some future time. The president read an extract from the
Minister of Education referring te toxt-books,.also from the official re-
port referring to teachers. He showed that Stormont furnished as many
certificated teachers as other counties in the province. He spoke of a
meeting of inspectors in the city of Kingston, that parsed resolutions
recommending an increase of government grant to increase the salaries
of teachers. He thought the government should pay at least one-sixth
such salary, Several teachersexpressed theirapproval of the suggestion
of the pregident. Mr. Relyea thought if teachers would work harder
they would be better paid.  Mr. Baker read an essay on * The Teacher's
Personal Duties,” dwelling especially on the necessity of energy of char-
acter and gentleness of nanner in order to the proper performance of
those duties. Remarks complimentary to the essayist were freely made
upon the various points of iuterest in the essay and the thanks of the
listerers were given him. Mr. Casselman next showed ** How to Teach
Composition.” ~ He emphasized the importance of making the work casy
to beginners by teaching them how to cxpress clearly their ideas of
familiar things. In the discussion which followed, some difference of
opinion was elicited as regards the time when the little ones should be
expected to begin to write sentences. Thanks were given Mr. Cassel-
man for the ability displayed in his treatment of the subject, and the
benefits likely to be derived from his effort by those listening. On
wotion of Mr. Bigelow, a committee consisting of Afessrs. Casselman,
Talbot, and Cook, was ngpointcd to answer the questions found in the
question drawer. The first subject disposed of the sccond day was
¢ The Art of Penmanship,” by Mr. Cook. Ke explained the principles
upon which the formation of the lettera depends ; showed how to form
the letters from those principles ; spoke of the correct method of holding
the pen ; and called attention to the proper position the pupil shoul
assume at the desk.  Some objections were urged by the speakers who
followed against the Spencerian system of penmanship on account of its
alleged impracticability. Mr. Bissett dealt with the subject assirned
him on the programme, viz, : *“Incentives to Study.” He thoughy the
principal power to be employed by the teacher to incite his pupils to
intelluctual effort was his own personal approval or disappro\'arorthcir
conduct. He should cultivate a pleasant and persuasive manner ; have
tact to praisc at the proper time; and know just how to proveke a
healthful emulation among his scholars.  He should be able to discrimi-
nate between those who require help and those who have the ability to
help themselves, if they can be fuduced to develop the disposition. = He
thought the publication of honor rolls & qnestiu...ble practice, and the
resulis following of a doubtfnl tendency. Hele' the question of prizes
open ; if awarded at alf great care must be exc ised in doingit. As
usual the various pleasing and practical points in the essay were review-
cd in discussion upon it.  Mr. Harrington who was prevented by cr-
cumstances from being present in person, sent his I"“ r on * The
Turks,” which was read hy Mr. Cassciman. He alluc e()l)c to the carly
history of that troublesome people, sketched the causes that led to their
present degeneracy, and suggested plans by which the now deplorable
condition or the Turkish Chnistian might be made as secure as that of
the residents of other European countries.  Mr. ‘Talbot spoke of ** The
Teacher’s work out of Schopl.” Attention was called to the necessary

preparation to be made at home of the lessons to be taught in school ; to
the teacher’s presence on the playground and the infinence he should ex
ert over the recreations indu ged in there ; to hie position in society
where he must uphold tho dignity and command the respect due to the |
profession. The treasurer’s financial report was read and adopted. |
Several questions of practical interest, asked through the medinm of the i
%‘uuﬁon drawer, were satisfactorily answered. Messra. 1. R. Ault, and h
. Anderson, of Aultsville, were voted honorary members, on account
of services rendered tho association. Officers for the current year were,
clected as follows * M McNaaghton, President ; Mr. Talbot, Vice-Pres-
ident ; Geo. Bigelow, Sceretary: urer ; Messrs. Cook, Relyea, Cas
sclman, Harrington, and Baker, Management Committee. It was de-
cided to continuo to farnish tho CAxADA Scioor Jornyal to the mem
bers of the association, on the payment of the maembership fee, and the
usaal clab was formed. It was moved, seconded, and carried, that the |
next meeting be held in Cornwall, on the 4th and 5th October next. On H
the evening of Thursday a public lecture, undar the auspices of the ax- i
socintion, was deliv inthe M. C. C, to an appreciative audience,

junior class,

including the teachors, by the Rev. W. Ranoy, of Aultsville, ‘I'he lec-
turer in an linpressive manuor,  ‘erred to the duty of teachers, as an
mnfluential class 1n the community, takmg the aggressivo side in the
temperance work, and laboning to educate those under their charge
truo tomperance principles. Ina very forcible manner he showed that
the question of legal prolubition wasone that must be decided by the
clectors at the polls, and that cach voter was personally responsible for
the use he made of the franchise.  Rev. Mr. Robwson expressed a wish
v circulate the temperance pledge which was accordingly done, and a
large number of signatures was obtaned. The musical part of the audi-
ence enjoyed a rich treat in the singing which enlivencd the procecd-
ings, under the leadership of Mrs. Robinson. A vote of thanks was
terdored the lecturer, for it was felt that lus lecture had added much to
the pleasure and profit dertved from attendance at the association, also
to the president who had so ably discharged the duties of the chair.
The meeting was a most successful one whether viewed from an mtel-
tectual, moral, or socal standpoint.

RexFrew.—The senn-annual meeting of the county of Renfrow
ceachers’ association, was held at Arnprior, May 10th and 11th. The
meeting was opened at ten o'clock a.m., H. L. Slack, Esq., taking the
chair iu the absenco of the President. After the reading of the mnutes,
and transaction of routine business, the meeting adjourned tall 2 p.m.
In the afternoon, Mr. Barron, the vice- resident, took the chair, and
called upon Mr. Dunlop, teacher of S. S. No. 3, Pakenham, to 1cad the
openizg paper on ‘“ How to Teach Spelling.” The paper was a most
thoughtful one, and reflected great credit on the writer. In it he
pointed out many of the absurdities of our mode of spelling English
words, and advocated the adoption of the Phonetic method in prefer.
ence to that now in use. The next subject was introduced by Mr. Slack,
on **School Culture.”  He believed that toomuch dependence was placed
on text-books in our present method of education. More carce should be
taken in the physical traiming of children, as to posture in answenng
questione, studying, walking, sitting, &c. Courtesy and respect to vach
other, and to their teachers, parents, and other u enors, onght to be
more carnestly insisted upon, In the evening, Prof. Dawson, head
master of the Arnprior high school, delivered a%ecture in the town hall
on * Science and Skepticism.” There was a large audience, who hstened
with close attention t mu§hout. Friday—Mr. McDowell, head master
of the Renfrew high school, gave a good practical exercise on the sub-
ject of ** Arithmetic.” He advocated teaching it mentally, and opposed
following blindly the text-books. He discountenanced the giving to
pupils such mathematical puzzles as are frequently found n our exam-
mation papers. Mr. McKay, head master model school, Renfrew, read
a carcfully prepared paper upon :*Syntax.” A hvely crntiusm on this

pee followed, carried on by Messra. Barelay, Slack, Barion, and Me-
Nab, during which many of the niceties of the English language were
discussed pro and con. At the close of this paper, Mr. A. D, Canpbell
distributed among the teachers present, sample copies of the CaNava
SciootL Jorryat, advising them at the same tame to become subscribers
forit. Mr. B. Sawyer, teacher of penmanship and book-keeping normal
school, Ottawa, gave a class lesson in ** Wnting,” showing his method
of presenting the subject to a class of beginners.” He strongly advocated
the Spencerian system. Mr. A. D. Campbell considered this system
unfit for practical purposes, 1t being ton ornamental as geaerally taught,
and that the attempt to teach it in cur public schools by aneans of the

resent copy books 1s the real cause of the prevalence of bad writing.
Mr. Dawson thought this system destroyed mdividuality i hand-wnit-
ing. Mr. Slack xaid these was something wrong cither with the system
or mode of teaching it, as the writing in our school at present s far from
what it onght to be. This paper was followed by a short address by
Prof. Dawson, on the relation between High and Public Schools. He
urfed upon teachers to encourage their pupils to prepare themselves to
take o high school course.  The clection of ofhicers then took place with
the following result : President, Win, Aliord ; Vice.-President, Miss H.
Reynolds ; Sceretary-Treasurer, A. D. Campbell ; Management Cume
mittee, Teachers of Renfrew village schools : Auditors, W. B. C. Bar-
clay, and H. L. Slack. .

PrESCOTT. - A meecting of the teachers of the county of Prescott, was
held at the high school, Hawkesbury, on Faday and Satunday, the lst
and 2nd inst., at which a large .number of the teachers of the county
was present.  Classes from tgc public school were in attendance and
chtiml illustrations of the mothods of teaching were given as follows :
Mr. Summerby, I.P.S., cxphined beforc a sccond class, also before a
third class, how language lessons nught be tanght 1 connectim wath
the reading lessons, ~ By judicious questiomng §1c led tne children to
find out for themselves the uscs of wards n o sentence.  He showed
how grammar might be taught without bunlening the nund with defim-

M tions, rules, &c., and how much time and labor might be saved to teach-

crs and pupils on this important subject. Miss Hydo tasghta third
class a lesson in reading.  She was careful to hase the pupils thoroughly
understand what they were reading. Mr. C. Gray, assistant master,
model school, Vankleek Hill, taught an oral lessonin g phy to a

) Ho awakened the caricsity of the papils with regard to.
the shape of the carth. Mr. Summerby took a junior class and tanght
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them the A B C of arithmetic. He dwelt upon the necessity of thorough-
ness in tho clementary rules. 'The youngsters were much interested
with the lesson, J. W. McCutcheon, head master of Hawkesbury public
school, gave his method of conducting a dictavion lesson. Mr. .}) W,
Hay, head master of L'Original public school, taught o fourta class a
lessorin history, and showed his method ot taking up the subject int
systematic order. Mr. McCutcheon drilled o fourth class in parsing,
showing some of the ditficulties met with in conducting a lesson i this
subject. Mr. D. Marshall, head mnster, model school, Vankleck Hill,
tanght a lesson in map geography, in which he led the pupils to find out
for themselves many things relating to the physical features of countrics.
His aim was not to tell the pupils anything they could find out for them-
selves, but to lead them from the known to the unknown, by judicious
questioning. Each of the lessons was fully discussed by the teachers
present immediately after it had been taught. The meeting then ad-
journed to meet again on Saturday, at 9:30 a.m. The annuul school
concert came off at the town hall, Hawkesbury, on Friday evening, It
was asuccess every way. More than $70 were vealized.  On Saturday
morning, Mr. J. A. Houstou, B.A., head master high school, Hawkes-
bury, gave his method of commencing interest and per centage, with a
class of beginners. He expernnented with three pupils who had acver
studied the subject before, and by an oral lesson got thom to solve
mentally several guestions in interest, without telling them anything
or letting them know it was iuterest they were studying. He did the
work by judicious questioning. Mr. E. B. Robinson, assistant master,
high school, Hawkesbury, introduced the subject of drawing. As this
subject is now obligatory for all classes in both high and public schools,
counsiderable interest was manifested in the discussions which followed.
After some discussion on the subject of uniforin promotion examinations,
it was moved by Mr. Marshall, scconded by Mr. McCutcheon, and re-
solved—That the county council be requested to grant a sum of mouey
sufficient to pay the expense of printing papers for promotion examina-
tions for the public schools of the united counties of Prescott and Rus-
sell, and in case the council refuse to grant the sum, that the same be
taken from the funds of the association. 'The following are the oflicers
of the association for the ensuing year: President, W, J. Swmmerhy,
I.P.8. ; Vice-Presidents, J. A. Houston, and D. C. Little ; Secretary-
Treasurer, J. W. McCutcheon ; Librarian, D. Marshall ; Auditors, C.
K. Gray, and J. H. May ; Committce, Messrs. Kyle, Lefebure, Hay,
and Misses Hyde, and Keough.

Oxtar1o.—Held i the high school, Port Perry, May 25th and 26th.
The attendance was large, and the proceedings were of great iuterest.
In the absence of the presudent, Mr. (. 11, Robinson, M.A., the chair
was occupied during part of the morning session and the second day’s
mecting, by the vice-president, Mr. A Rae, H. M., model school, Port
Perry. ~ A well written paper on ¢ Bible in Schools” was read by D.
McBride, M.A., H. M. Port Perry high school, and it elicited a very
spirited discussion 1n which Messrs. McBrien, LP.S., Spence, and Noble
took part. A motion by Mr. Speuce, scconded by Mr. Braashaw, that
the programme be adhered to, was carned.  Mr. Noble, principal of Ux-
bridge public school, took up Arithmetic as his subject, and advocated
more mental work.  His plans of teaching it were pructical and judic-
tous, but some ideas led to a smart discussion, participated in by Messrs.
Spence, Bradshaw, Brown, and others. Mr. MeBride moved a vote of
thanks to Mr. Noble for nis excellent address, which being seconded by
the inspector, was carried unanimously. Mr. Robinson tendered his
resignation as president in conscquence of having left the profession. It
was accepted, and subsequently he was elected honorary member of the
association. On the motion of Mr. Spence, Mesars. J. Brown and Lang-
don were appointed auditors, and on the motion of Mr. Bride, Messrs,
Brown aud f&c were elected delegates to the provincial association.
Dr. W, F. Eastwood, Zephyr, read a paper on Physiology and Hygieune,
for which Mr. McBrien proposed the best thanks of the mceting, sec-
onded by Mr. A. G. Henderson, and carried unanimously.  Mrs, Swilt
sang ¢ The Last Rose of Suminer ™ very swecetly, accompanying herself
on the organ. Mr. G. H. Robinson gave a lengthy address on ¢ The
Teacher’s Literary Outfit,” for which he rcccivc({ the thanks of the
meeting.  In the evening a large audience assembled in the town hall
to hear Mr. Janes Hughes in his lecture on ¢“School Room Humeor.”
The chair was ably occupied by the county inspector, Mr. James Mec-
firien.  Continual laughter and bursts of applause testified the apprecia-
tion of the audience, and at the conclusion of the inimitable lecture u
hearty vote of thanks was given to the talented gentleman, on the mo-
tion of Dr. Jones, scconded by Dr. Sangster.  Second day - Mr. McBrien
in the chair, and subscquently Mr. Rae. My, Hughes showed how
Drawing may be taught in public schools by a teacher not trained to be
an artist; and at the request of the convention, gave some excellent
hints on *‘School Discipline.” The lntter subject \\ns%;scxxssc(l by Mcesis.
Noble, McBricn, and McMaia, chicfly on modes of punishinents. On
the motion of Mr. McBrien, scconded by Mr. Spence, the best thanks
of the association were unanimously aceorded to Mr. Hughes for his
very valuable assistance. A paper on Grammar was by L. C.
Smith, B.A., H. ML, H.S,, Oshawa, in which he stron§1y reconmended
less memorizing and more oral instruction. After the transactinn of
some routine business, tho convention fadjourncd to meet next time in
Port Perry at call of committee.

WesT Laantox. —A large numbor of teachers assembled in the model
school, Sarnia, on Thursday and Friday 14th ond 15th inst., to hold
the regular half-yeacly meeting of this association. The programmio
was openced b{ D. W. McQuesten reading as essay on *“ Writing," Mr.
W. C.Cuiroll, B.A,, next took up ** Algebraic Factoring.” In the dis-
cussions which followed, tho views advanced were generally endorsed
by tho other teachers. Mr. A. A. Knight oxplained his method of
teaching ** Book-keeping " to a clasy, after which Walter Agnew ox-
hibited his method o} teaching * Decunals.” Mr. A. A, Clappgave an
addvess on ** Music;” Mr Sheppard, on teaching ** Composition ;™ Mr.
Ward, on * How to Teach Lrawing ;" while the programme was ciosed
by Mr, Wm, Harris, and several other teachers, discussing ** Thet in
thoe School-room.” .

Easr Grry.—The semi-annual meeting of the East Groy hers’ as-
sociation, wds held in the town hall, Meaford, on Thursday and ' Friday,
17th and 18th inst. Some fifty or sixty teachers weve present. The
programme was not as complete as usual, and consequently the meeting
was 1ot s0 interesting as the meetings that have been heretofore held.
Mr. Watson, of the dfirror, read an essay on ¢ Journalismn.” Mr. Me-
Kinnon gave a short addressjon - History,” which 1ol to some discus-
sion. Mr. McMillan, of the Monitor, discussed ¢ Political Economy."”
Mr. Ball introduced the subject of ** Corporal Punishment,” and his re-
marks led to a lengthy debate in which soveral teachers took part. ' Mv.
Cameron read an cssay on the ** Teaching Profession,” and Mr. H. De
LaMatter a paper on ** Flocution. The entertainment, consisting of
music, readings, and recitations, on the evening of Thursday was a de-
cided success.

Prixce Epward.—A very interesting and successful convention of
the teachers of Priuce Edward county, was held May 25th and 26th,
when many important subjects relative o the best methods of teaching
were thoroughly discussed.  An excellent essay was read by Miss Niua
Conger on * Labor Necessary to Suceess.”  ** Drawing™ was introduced
by Messrs. Goodwin and Murray ; ¢ Writing” by Messrs. Kinney and
Faul ; and the subject of * History ” by R. Dobson, B.A, Some excel-
lent map-sketching was shown on the blackboard by R. B. Mastin, and
well-timed remarks were made by W. J. Osborne on the subject of
‘¢ Schoo! Discipline and Routine.” ~ G. D. Platt, B.A,, strongly urged
the desirability of o?ening and closing our schools with reading o por-
tion of scripture and prayer, also instructing the pupils in patriotism,
properly keeping the gencral rffisbcr, etc. In the evening Prof, Bell
gave a selection of rcaflings in the town hall to a large and appreciative

audience.

NorroLk,— The teachers of Norlolk held their half yearly meeting on
Friday and Saturday, lstand 2nd ult. The minutes of last meeting
having been read and adopted, Mr. T. W. Sampson, B.A., Qe\i\'cxedan
address well adapted to the present times, in which Classics are not
tield in the hi§;h estimation the advantage of their study demands, The
subject of ** Parsing and Analysis ™ was pleasingly clucidated by Mr. S.
¥. Passmore, M.A. Dr. Wadsworth rcad a paper on *“Schools ant
School Trustees of California,” which had been kindly sent by Mr. Jos.
T. Carson of Californin. Mr. Horatio M. Courtlandt gave an account
of the old style of education, which afforded permanent relief to those
suffering from spasmodic * good old times” fever. Rev. A. Turnbull,
B.A., duivered an instructive oration on *¢ The Renaissance.” The man-
ner in which Dr. McLellan treated thesubjects **Euclid,” ““The Teacher
and his Work,” and * Language and Language Lessons,” impressed his
heavers with many good thoughts which doubtless will produce guod
results, while his Tecture on ‘¢ National Education’ was a master-picce
of cloquence which instructed as well as entertained the attentive and
appreciative audience.

LENNOX AND ApvINGTON. —The semi-annunal meeting of the Lennox
and Addington teachers’ association, was held in the model school build-

ing in Napancc, May 26th and 16th. A large number of teachers was-

inattendance. The presence of Tnspector Mclntosh, of North Hastings,
and Professor Wright, M.A., of Belleville high school, added greatly to
the intercst of the mecting. After appointing officers for the ensuing
vear, discussions on “*School Books ™ and ¢ Uniforn Promotion ISxam-
inations” followed. Inspector Macintosh gave an address on tho teach-
ing of ** Arithmetic,” and was followed by Mr. Fessenden, on the same
subject. Mr. Chasc read a carefully prepared paper on *‘English ™
which was discussed afterwards by Messrs. Burrows, Macintogh, Chase,
and others. The proceedings at the public mnceting in the evening were
opeuced with an exhibition of Calisthenics by a class of girls, ;'@}By Miss
Fraser, which delighted the andienco and showed thatthe timeé apent in’
school in the drill is not uselessly wasted. Mr. Burrows read an ad-
mirable paper on ** Compulory Kducation * which was afterwards dis.
cussed by Messrs. Aylsworth, Bowerman, Macintosh, and Tisdale, Alter
a lengthy discussion he association decided that in view of tho increas-
iug attention paid in onr schools to English Composition, it is desirable
that the text books placed in tho hands of pupils be of ashigh a literary
charactey as possible, and that they may bs subject to careful revision

in oader to remove any crrors they may contain.’ '
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