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T Parhamentary Debates Sl
And General Proceedings of the Fourta SessioN of tﬁe Tw

ParuiaMent of the ProvINCE oF Nova Scorra, com-
mencmg on Thursday, February 8th, 1855 ‘

'HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
R Tnnnsnn, Feb. 8, 18565,

Mr Martin I Wilkins presented ‘s petition
from:the Master and Office Bearers of the
Lodge of Freemasons at Pictou, praying an
act of incorporation. '

~He also introduced o bill i in accordance with
the same,

* Mr. Wade presented & petxtxon from Beng
Chesley and Charles Hill, praying for the
‘fepeal of an ot of last. session relating to
thei Chesley, Aboitean. - -

Mr. Thorne desired postponement until
epposite partxes could be. heard, wluch was
assentedto, .[x .

. Mr.MUTL Wllkms mtroduced & blll to, in-
Qorporate the. Pictou Cemetely Company—
read a fitst time, .. .

Mr.. Wier-introduced a. bxll 'to amend the
act. passed last session 4o borrow £5,000 to
erect a city prison ; this act. contemplated s
farther sum of £2, 000, Read g first time;

Also, 2 bill;.to mcorp,orate B Mercho.nt’ ’
Exchange imHalifax, . .

. Also, a petition of. James Sinot, of Halifax,
for compensation. for claims on the Shubenac-
adie Canal. . The hon. gentleman explained
the nature of« ihe.claim, and advocated it -at
considerable length. The petition was re-
ferred to Viessrs. err, Shaw .and McQueen.

Mr. Hugh Munro presented a petition from
inhabitants of Victoria, asking for a change
of route, v “hich would save 100 miles of tra-
vel. -He'stated that the members were pre~
pared to plﬁce a large sum. to aid in this ser-
vxce—a,nd‘;lt Was & Very. gmportant one,, for
by the erestion of.a bridge over. the- N;:ddle
River, wh:,ch would-’ “involve. graa.t expense,

ot only would theunhabxt;mtg of . Gop
‘ton e greaﬂy bene{it;étei ‘but, th

~ Dr. Shreve, of Dartmcuth

. gton, Esson and Chipman.. " 7,

cm of the same sort sent to fne thzs «morg, |
Hon. Mr. Johnston advocated the ol v.g B

the petitioners, and moved that. a cofzfni{ttg,_
be appointed to whom: petmons for. sqcﬁ Spe- .

c'al claims should be refermed, - = .. iy

Megsrs. Holmes, Dr. Brown, Howe; Marti‘ii‘ ”
I Wilkins, W cLellan, and others spoke, aftor
theh the petition was laid on the-table. -7 .

‘Mr. Thorne preseuted a peta’uon frbmvm.
habxtants of ‘Chute’s" Cove and” “others; fi#
aid to a breakwater, and an act of uico Gige
tion. - The bill was read a first'timé, - 700l

Also, a ‘petition from the m?rabxta.nté%f‘
Bridgetown for aid to remove rdd]fsffron.’i Ko
papolis River, .~ P r o Mk

Mr. Esson presented;a ,pehhon f W &
said it was a sub,;ect of great 1mportanc
tie moved for a seleot committee. ‘“‘

Hon. Jos. Howe suggested the mcorg‘ggﬁ
tion of Dartmouth. i

Hon, J. W. Johnston said that .ﬂ) gﬁ?
weeks past he had been _incaleating” lu 3
in Dartmouth, and thought he would be {16-
cessful. - A new spirit seemed fo liave! -
and he had no doubt an act of mcorporation ,
would be hailed with welcoine: N

The petition was referred to Messrs }Jpo g;
Dr. Brown presented the petltmn of W
1. Fuller, for compensatxoxx for’. ‘serices: to
gick Indians, - . ;

Mr Cowie: presented the% petzbian ot‘ AR
trates of; Queen’s Gounm for B,ﬂ. slfrway

95
check the .desecration of the Sabbat’h. ;

house. o el
* Also,,; the pemxom of W-
i r; for i ingreas ',of‘sal
Iso, ; Fo
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Referred to the committes on th
R. McHeffy and others. _ )

M¢. Fsson introduced a Bill to Incorporate
the Committee of the Halifax Library

‘He also presented the petition of Dr. Twin-
ing, and others in favor of the relief of Fran-
¢is Paul, an old and destitate Indian. Heis
the Chief of the rgmnant of the Tribe—is
nearly 100 years old. The petition prayed
for & small annual pension for the rest of his

a.
thon. Joseph Howe would give him £10 or
£12 g year out of the Indian grant.

Also, the petition of John Mirtin and
others of Kotch Harbour, praying the Hoase
not to alter the present mail route there.

Mr. Smith presented 24 petitions for aid to
roads in Hants county.

Martin L. Wilkins presented the petition
of Paul Murphy and others, for remuneration
for services as Jurymen in the case of Mr,
Martin, in Sydney, C.B. Referred to the
Committee on the petition of Charles F. Har-
rington.

,}%‘; also moved that so much of Mr, Mar.
tin’s petition as referred to pecuniary maiters
be referred to the syme Committee, ‘

Mr. Holmes presented a petition from Ca-
tharine Gore, of Bireh Cove, for compensa~
tion for damages done her land by the Rajl.
way. Laid on the table. N

Mr. Wade presented the petition of inha-
bitants of Digby, for aid towards the public
Ianding ; also the petition of Susan Morrell,
of Grand Passage, in the county of Digby,
for aid to the ferry at that place. )

Mr. B. Smith presented a petition from

Tsous in the County of Hants, signed by
ggf) persons, against the Western Survey for g
~ Railway. He snid that it was but one of g
large number of such petitions he was in daj.
ly expectation of receiving. He moved for 5
Committee on the subject.

After sone conversation between Maggps,
Holme, Wade, and B. Smith,

. Mr. Dimmock spoke at length in favor of 5
line to run through the whole of the County
of Hants, ingead of one which wonig o
through a wilderness, and would benefit op iy
Windsor and Falmouth,

The petition was referred to a com
‘composed of Messrs, Mairshall,
‘Wade, Brown, and McLellaan.

.- Mr, Aunand presented a petition from e
inhabitants of Davtmouth, setting forth ¢hat
the Steam Boat Company had raised e an-
nual fares and praying the passage of g Low
to prevent the exaction. The Petitiop was
read and Mr. Annand moved the appoint-
ment of & select committee,

Mr. Esson said—I am glad this Petition
has been presented ; an impression hag got
sbroad and seems to prevail extensively that
the steam DBoat Company were endea.
voring to impose on' the public. I do not
stand- here, sir, to advocate - the rights
of any corporated Company ;
~thevefore ‘much. pleased that a select . Cem-
tmittee has been asked for by my hon, col-

Jeague to. investigate the maiter, for, T feel

mittes,
Chipman s

assured

BUSTNGSS.

and am .

that sny committee $hi§ house may

appoiint will bring'in such a_réysrt as Wil
be entirely satisfactery to all parties—thg
Petitioners, the public generally, and the
Company. S

The Petition was' referred to g select Com.
mittee, composed of Messrs, Annand, John-
ston, Wilkins, Howe and McQueen. '

Hon. Provinecial Secretary, by command,
laid on the table copies of Correspondence
from Clerks and others of various Puablic De-
partments asking increase of salaries,

Hon. Attorney General said that the gov.
erument had felt the pressure from these
quarters very much ; those who could sub.
sist on small salaries before the enormous
advance in Provisions, now found that they
could not do so and requested an incrense,
A committee should be appointed thoroughly
to investigate the subject,

The comnmistee was appointed, composed of
Messrs. Wier, Tocke, Fulton, Wilkins, and
Chipman, to report thereon.

Hon. Provincial Seeretary laid on the table
of the House, by command, copies of corres.
pondence relative to the dismissal of the
Post Master at Windsor. Also papers rela.
ting to expenditures on Roads and Bridges
in the county of Annapolis ; als papers
connected with the erection of g Bridge over
Mill Brook ; Also documents relating to the
trial of N. H. Mirtin, including various
claims for services rendered at his trial. The
latter were veferred to the Committee on
Petition of Charles F. Harrington.

Hon. Provincial Secretary, by command,
laid on the table a memoyia] from William
Elliot praying remumeration for costs incur-
red in the Admiralty respecting the schooper
Creole, which vessel had becn seized by a
British cruiser and discharged by the Admi.
rality Court. '

Hon. Jos. Howe.
whether we have any
after a full investigat
the Admiralty.

Mr. Wier.~One benefit will arise from the
Treaty ; we shall no longer be required to
pay for such expenditures as these, (Laugh-
ter.)

Mr. 3. I. Wilkins,—Who ought to pay the
smount?

Mr. Mavshall—Who ought to pay the
damazes? Her Majauty’s govesnment, They
pretended to protect our Fisheries, then gave
them away without our consent. We have
nothing to do with such claims as this. Thesa
masters of men-of-war acted arbitrarily both
to our own people and Amecricans ; and now
that our Fisheries are gone we have no right
to pay such expenses,

Hon. Attorney General spoke on the sub.
Ject, but being nearly under the gallery could
not be understood, .

Mr. Whitman said that Mr. Elliott had
been. suspended from his furctions. “That
office received from Nova Scotig an enormous

amount, , - . -
Hon. Mr, Fulton, by commaud, 1aid en the

table of the House, a return of the causesin-

Court of Chancery from the 1st March 1

- Also, a Report of

It must be considered
right to pay this claim
ion and a decision in
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- pensary. The,petition was referred to the same
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Peter's, Canal, with. scoount cnrrent and
\'véii%hér's‘,’ “and " a?i{époi'f of Ciptain ‘Barry,
Hon. Mr. Fulton presented a petition “from
the Trustees of the Sackville Academy, setting
forth, that within the last year between £500
and £600 had been expended, Considering this,
the Trustees of that Beminary were justly enti-
tled . to a share of the public 'monies. on the
principle upon which the house now. dispensed
the Educational Grant. The scholars in that
Seminary, male and female, numbered 250, of
-whigh 80 were from Nova Seotia, Scholars
came from all the Provinces, but Nova Scotia
contr buted a much greater number than any
other, with the exception of New Brunswick,

The petition was referred to a comimittee on
Edueation,

‘Hon. J. Howe had passed: through Sackville
last summer, and must say that from the num-
ber of - buildings erccted—the number of scho-
lars, and . other.incidents ercditable to an edu-
cational establishment cvinged the wisdom ‘of
uniting both Provinces in thege institutions. He
certainly thought the time had come when that
instiration should be placed on the same foot-
ing as other such institutions in this Province.

Mr. Fultop also presented, by command, the
financial accounts of the Sackville Academy.

Mr, Wier presented g petition from James
Sykes, John Brookfield, and John W, King, for
compensation for sundry railway surveys. = Re-
ferred to a Committee on that subject,

Also, the petition of Salter & Twining, set-
ting forth, that they had shipped a number of
puncheons of Halifax rum to the Mediterraneay
83 a-speculation; it suited the market, wasg sold,
and now petitioners asked for the usual return

" of the duties on the molasses consumed in mgk.

ing the rum.  Referred to Committee ‘of Trage
and Manufactures.

Mr. Wier presented a petition signed by a
large number of respectable persons, Comimittee
of the House of Refuge; praying aid to that eg.
tablishment. The petition was referred to g
Select Committes, composed of Messys. ‘Wier,
Marshall and Brown, . He also presented a, pe- -
tition from the medical men and others, of Ha.
lifax, praying aid to the Halifax "Visiting Dis.

Committes, L , | _
Mr. Wier -83id—as this was the [last day for
presenting petitions, he would give notice that
a clain would be made for reimbursemont un-
der the following circumsiances: A body of
emigrants came-here in & wrecked vessel, the
Areadia,f and I, in conjunetion with anther
merchant, contracted with the Government -'to
transport them to- New York, - This was' done;

but on their z_n‘rivq,l there many of them threw

paupors.. - The Civie Government applied to the .
Railway Companies for Ie-payment, and thiey,
in ture, applied to the agents of the owners of
the vessels in ‘which’ they were sent.away. Thege
last sent on 'to New York an agent to make the
best arrangement that sould be effected, which
18 BOW nearly ‘perfeoted, tho ‘expense, I think,
¥ill amount to $600 or $300. . R
‘Hon J.: Howe wis very glad tis - American
Goremm‘enblgad détermined to “punish ‘the’ Pro-

vinolal‘Government;  And'inulet”'the hon) metn- . -

ber forHalifax: in ‘this.matter.. . Here we, are; a ..

young goﬁx’;trx,*limm.‘x;k of;emigration; ‘umcvessel. ;
Somos:inand,) lang 8/ Among ug:one:. or two; hup. +
od i and altho

g “raiséd his
Royal Engineer, touching St, Peter's Canal,

. Yelieved from the performance of Gertain "1%%

BU;
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E e

solemn brotest againgt suohie systend;

paid ih such'a service,"., - P
Hon. Provincial See.: Wilking explained. that

B had the assurance that the owners of the ves.

sel in Belgium would pay the cxpenses.. .
Mr. Wier said that nothing could have ke

10,3034 them from the Province. He, for oge,

$hese people here—they were hound for the in. -
ferior of America—they Wwould not work-—and

if they had remained here would have, bécotie
paupers, ' | S S
Mr., Howe-~The only thing' that wonld "haye
wade them work was the same thing that mskes
us work—the want of food, and houshs; anif- rai-
ment.  Now, 50 far’ from n6ne*“o£ltli§mi‘-beiﬁg
inclined to remain here, if any hon: ‘gentlentin
would 'go up to the Railway Station,’he would
see one- of these very .German .emigrants, who
could not ‘speak a word of English, . who .hed
fallen into his place at once—rubbing down.; ad
oiling the engine, as happy as a King, 'gi,qga.;g
all the day long. T e
Mr. Marshall believed that he voted to send
these people away; but it was on the ' recom-
mendation of their Countryman, the member for -
Lunenburg. o
Mr. Zwicker replied that be had consnlted
with all of them in their owp language, -and
had found that they had great distaste to.xe-
main here. Many female Servants ware wanted
in this couniry, but they. would not stay. ; Four
or five mechanics’ he hag induced..t0 remain—
who were settled in Lunenburg, county, and
were doing well, , o
Mr. Holmes asked leare to introduce a bill to
authorize the sale of the old Pregh terian
Church at Salf Springs, County of - fotou,
Leave was granted, and the bill" read” & “first
time, LT
Mr. Martell presented the petition of Eliza
Walker of Arichat, praying to be gﬁdﬁg’d‘{ﬁ,

granted her last session. ‘ L

Mr. A. G. Archibald presonted a Dpetition
from James Campbell, of Londondetry, JAsking
Inorease of salary: Also, o petition from Stéte.
art Kissélpaugh and others,  of Titamagtuche,
Praying the abolition of the Way Office at thit
place: ~ Also, a petition from the inhabitants of |
River John, praying continuance of Grammar

- Bchool grant for that district, Referred.to th;

Committee on Bducation, . He also, asked: loave
to amend certain documents and ‘\(oqcllz‘erﬁs,to_‘tgxe
Dpetition he had presented some 1dp.yg,in_ég;1'ghp:
dir. Ross; leave wag granted. N

Mr. Marshall pregented a petition rozﬁlz&i) ‘

q.:ironm.the
Telograph Operators .of . Halifax, asking, *ﬁa
lic

duties, and leave was granted ‘to introd

e
. bill'to. carry out the prayer of tho petigiom?f’g%'e ‘

road file. R

on. V7. A. Henry presented a petition,fidm
the Pdst Master at " Plaistor Cove,” prayitig ina
creased allowahee for his'servioed: - Algo dbes ‘
tition signed by a large-number ioffpexjs’é“ﬁ{a@kw ‘
ing'n special ‘grant to. layisut - aid mékela:kodd -
between Tracadie, in’ the county. of Sydneyy; ahd

Stated:that-the road interested; tii
Island of Cape ‘Breton.mora that eithe,
or Guyshorough, ingsmugh,as, i 0pen
Fect communication:for..4
Ly, pissed thropy
r, Chi

also presented 24 road petitions; f’ph‘t_%fii; ;311,6
‘ AR e

o ALLR
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‘Hall Clarke, of Sydney, fow compensation for
-support of shipwrecked persons in the barqus
Tottenham; also petitios from A. J. Ritchie
for remission of duty ¢n paper.

. Mr. Zwicker—Petiion of George Ward for
an act of naturaliztion—with a Bill-—read

- & first time.

Mr.' Beckwitb—Petition of Silas- Bishop,
“for return of drties on two Flour Mills im-
ported into Cernwallis.

. Mr. Whitran presented 11 Road petitions

from Clements and Annapolis.
. Mr, Mcdueen introduced a Bill to provide
.Jor the vonstruction of a Bridge over Little
Bras ¢'Or—read a first time; also a petition
- from Messrs. Clement Harrington, Francis
Oliver, and E. P. Archibald, praying to be
‘reimbursed for supplies to settlers in Cape
-Breton for services on the ronds in 1850 and
1851—referred to the Committee the Mnoeir

. petitions.

Mr. Jost—Petitions of Alpine Grant and
-Wm. Gossip for return of duties on printing
paper. )

Mr. Shaw-—Petition of inhabitants of Ge-

ggin, praying to participate in part of the
Road Grant for special services, toaid in put-
ting a Bridge over Gegoggin River.

-+ M. Holmes begged to call the attention of
the members of Government to a subject.
During the last year the government had
sent visitors to inspect and report upon the
state of the Picton Academy, and he wished
to know how soon it would be convenient for

. the Government to lay the Report on the
table of the House.

Hon. Attorney General replied that the

papers were not quite ready, but would

ghortly be laid on the table.
Mr. Smith had been requested by the
Committee on the Militia Law to request a
.return of the number of Commissions
. granted during the last year and the fees paid
in,
Hon. P. Secretary ook charge of the re.
quest ‘ L
Hon. F. Secretary, by command, laid on
the table certain agreements and appraise-
ments for damages to land and fencing,
caused by laying out new roads; also, the
Report of Captain Chearnley, Commissioner
on Indian affairs, with vouchers for expendi-
"ture of Indian Guant; also, accounts of
. moneys granted for relief of colored popula~
" tion. '
"~ Mr. Wier presented the petition of Richard
" Nugent, for drawback of duties of Printing
Paper, .
‘ I\%r'. Esson presented the petition of William
Annend, of the same nature as above.

Hon. Mr. Howe said that, in connexion with
.-8his subject one point arose on his mind in
. furtherance of our industry——and . that was,
" the making of our own paper. Hewished all
= the intelligent Printers of Nova Scotia would
tgoinbine and have their own paper manufac«

~‘turéd in the country. . We could import Cot- . rX .
4 i ‘ Government seek- to -sustain .itgelfs - [ta:ap. ’

~ ton from’the Southern ‘States as chieaply ‘as

m-the Mediterriéan a3 well as'they; and

- the same committee.

. tute o freeman ?

- they could in Boston; we' could import rags - [ ani (1
,Ahey o e W they: n, “based ‘on -highér: and ‘nobler “grounds;

m‘l(’:;?’ St s )
“Pen. 9, 1655

. - [P I Ny
States, and pay them fuis their labour to Hake
paper forus. . T

. Mr. Meclellan was very glad honorable
gentlemen were at last coming to their sen-
ses, and were getting inclined to protect. the
industry of the country. L

After some conversation on the possibility
of manufacturing paper in the country,

Mr. Annand remarked that there Wwas. one
feature in this matter that he would press
upon the attention of the Post Ofice Commit.
tee; and that was that while our coaches
were loaded and our mails retarded by lacge
quantities of American publications and -
newspapers, coming in duty free, and sent
postage free, our newspavers when sent
to the United States were met by a heavyé
tax. ¢

Mr. Archibald presented a petition from
the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of N.
Scotia. Referred to the Committee on Edua
cation. ‘

Mr. H. Munro complained that while vari.
ous petitions had been presented and received
to-day on the subject of claimsin CapeBreton
for supplies to persons in the public service,
those which he had presented the other day
from Messrs, Jost were on a division with-
drawn. He moved that the question on them
be re-considered, and that they be referred to
Agreed to,

Mr. Munro also gave notice that he had
not heard from Victoria County since the
15th of February, and as there were probably
& good many petitions on their way he would
move when they camespecial leave to present
them—that is, if ever they came at all, such
was the irregularity of the mails.

Hon. J. Howe.—I suppose the hon. member
thinksthey may he Hyde-bound. - (Laughter.)

The correspondence relating to the dismissal
of Mr. Geldert from the office of Postmaster
of Windsor, were read, . ‘

Hon J. W. Johnston spoke at considerable
length on the subject, and asked if Mr. Gel-
dert had used any influecnce connected with
his office in the Windsor election.

Hon. Attorney General replied—The fact
that Mr. Geldert had conducted a most active
canvass against the present Provincial Secro-
tary, after repeated warnings, was too noto~
rious to be denied. He was not prepared to
enter on. the subject at the present moment,
but the Government had substantial grounds

-for"displacing the officer. 5

Eon. J. W. Johnston—Then I am to under-
stand that there is no other evidence of Mr.
Geldert having conducted the active canvass
spoken of, other than mere notoriety.  Are
we to understand that in a _country like this,
where offices are small, and men engsige in
other avceations to obtain a livelihood, they
are to be debarred from the exercise'of eyery
right, privilege, and immunity-that consti-
Surely such a doctrine as
this is. not to be propounded in-this day..-
Neither by coersion nor.corruption should:a

pedlsto the:suffrages of. the!people:sho

knows wo have enough ‘wifer- gofer. : sirely the Goverhment thist is driven todd
*’ﬁe‘?‘~j’s~éﬁ“&w‘*ogu”&ﬂ?ﬁgs{%w*;the«ﬂmgéa* toastaln “HNHE 8 FelRoed to
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lamentable and pusillanimous a condition.

Hon. Attorney General said that the Go-
vernment did not require either coercion nor
corruption to sustain it—the Government
despised both. But was a member of the
Government to go into his County, and find
a subordinate officer under his Government,
carrying on d4n active canvas against him ?
He knew his conduct was distasteful to the
Government whose officer he was—he had
written an insulting letter to his superiors,
who wrote him on the subject ; and there-
fore lie brought on his own dismissal. No-
body denied to him the right to vote; but
that was a widely different thing from using
his position and the influence the office gave
him, against & member of the Government.
The conduct of the Executive in this matter
was strictly British—it affected the rights of
no man—every officer received his place on
the understanding that he should not actively
oppose those who conducted the Government
of the Country. Nobody asked Mr Geldert’s
vote for Mr. Wilkins—nobody asked him to
convas for that gentleman ; but it should be
&yown that the Government were determined
to resent so indecorous & proceeding as a
subordinateofficer actively canvassing against
his responsible superior. Wounld the Hon.
gentleman opposite when in power have tol-
erated the active opposition of any Post-
master in any part of his County?

Hon. J. W. Johnston would like to know
to what petty officer the line of demarcation
for the operation of this principle was to ex-
tend—what paltry price was to Dbe paid for
the sacrifice of the spirit and independence of
‘Englishmen. Earl Urey's despatch on this
subject referred to officers of a higher churac-
er—not to such petty places as were distri-
buted over Nova Scotia. If it referred to
these, he repudiated it, as unsound and de-
grading. But the hint just thrown out was
quite significant. Every little petty officer
in Nova Scotia must take notice—an election
is at hand—take care how you vote against
any iviend of the Government! That was
the secret of this movement against Mr.
Geldert, a young gentleman of most estimable
worth, who did not disguise that he consider-
ed the vengeance of the Government as a
bard requital for his exercising the sacred
vights of an Englishman. A Government
ieugt be poor off, indeed, if it have to resort
to such expedients to keep itself in power.—
The Hon. Attorney General has asked me if I
would have suffered a Postmaster in Anna.
polis to oppose my election? Why, Sir, ifI
am correct, I believe that the only opponent
I have had in running my elections actually
held the office of Postmaster of Lawrence
Town. Did I ever think of his removal?
No--nor of any subordinate officer in the
County, The Hon. gentleman concluded by
denouncing a principle so revolting in its
nature and so destructiveinits consequences.

Hon. Attorney General.—It may appear,
Sir, that I ought to say & few words in-an-

swer to the speech of the Hon. and learned

member for Annapols—and yet, Sir, there is
nothing to answer. ' As'to the’charges of

‘eurTuption; thehe might havebéen well Spared;

MR. GELDERT’S DISMISSAL.

v

the Hon. and learned member knows right

well that both in the Mother Country and’
the growing Provinceof Canada the principle
for which I centend is acted on and establish-
ed. There a subordinate is not reguired to.
yield up his independence—to change hia.
political principles and become a convert to
the principles of the Government from whom.
he derives his situation ; but merely to re.
frain from being & violent political partisan ;

to abstain from using the influence which
his office confers to weaken or ovethrow that
Government, Is this corruption? I put it
to Hon. geotlemen in this House whether
there are any grounds for such a charge.—

But we have almost become accustomed to

the terms of approbrium which flow so freely

from the Hon. and learned gentleman’s lips,

whenever he touches any portion of the re~

sponsible system. Whodoes not recollect the-
case of Mr. Burleigh, Clerk of the Peacein

Canada ; there the principles for which I

contend was asserted ; and Sir, this principle

forms one of the elements of the constitution

under the vivifying and animating effects of
which that Province hasprogressed as though
by magic—trebling and quadrupling its rev-

enue within a very few years. These high
sounding sentiments—and bitter aspersions,
then, with which the Hon. and learned
member delights the House often—are as
baseless and meaningless in every case a8 in
this, and leave but a very slight impression
on the mind of any man who hears him,

Hon. Mr. Johnston.—There is one point, Sir,
upon which the Hon, learned Attorney General
and myself are entirely at issue, He geems to
oonsider that the principle of self gevernment,
to be properly worked out, requires that the
hands of the administration should be strength-
ened at the expense of the people. With such
an idea I amn sure no liberal mind can coincide
for an instaut. The people~we were wont to
be told in former times—the people wave. the
source of all power; anything that tended to re-
strain the exercise of the lapgest amount of
Freedom by them—-to diminish their influence
or circumseribe thoir aphere of action was illib-
eral and unsound, How different the dootrine
hold to day. Now the Government is the source
of power; and every engine that can be brought
to bear by them is used to cripple the influence
of the masses. The holder of a petty Govern-
ment office must either vote for the Govern-
ment or rofrain from voting at all. This Sir, is
surely a curious and interesting theme for the
speculative ; those who desire a solution of the
cause of the change—may romember that a man
seoking office and & man in office are two very
different persons. .

Mr, Wade.—I do not think, Mr. Spesker,
that the question has been fairly represested to’
the House. OQur object, I presume. is—as it
ought to be—to elicit from the Government the
true state of the facts as laid down by the Go.
vernment ; and the impression left on.iny mind
by the speech of the Hon, Attorney General.is
—ftthat subordinate officers might vote, but -
would not be permitted actively to ocanyass
and oppose the Government which sustained
‘them in office.”. This is a dootrine which X
hold to_be sound in  principle ; let the subor.

_dinate vote, but the Execufive aré, culpableif
ttiey, pormit, Bim to become a, politioalipartlags. .
But, Sir, 1'go further’ than most’ Hon, gentle- .
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men, and assert that—if an officer under t'ho
Government ‘wore, officiously to interfere with
ray élection—and usé the influence of his office
to accomplish my defeat, X should demand of the
Government his instant dismissal: 'and in so
acting, I do not believe that wrong would be
done him—more especially now that the ideas
of the Government on this point have been fully
developed, - ‘

Mr. Marshall—The announcement of the hon,
and learned member for Dighy is mere moon.
shine; when I desire to know his political prin-
ciples I shall take him quietly aside and ask
the informativn. With the Government we are
now dealing—and I wish the coumtry to under-
stand the nature of this attempt to cheat them’
out of their dear bought liberty.

Mr. B. Wier—I-am not about to expound my
political - principles-—but I -can announce the
principles of a Government which I would or
would not be inclined to support. I would not
support a Government that employed public
servants, and paid them with the public money
to oppose them. The greatest difficulty the 1i-
beral party have had to contend with (and the
conservatives know it well) was the sectional
inflience of these petty officers; and, Sir, I be-
liéve their conduct towards them hasbeen mark-
ed by a great deal of forbearance and kindly
consideration. I happen to know something of
Mr. Geldert s case myself; he did make himself
extremely active in opposing the hon. Provin-
oial Secretary; and I told him myself what the
eonsequences would be if he persisted in that
eourse. He did persist, and was dismissed, as I
gontend—rightfully so; and a'Government that
failed to dismiss him would have done its duty
neither to itself orits supporters. I dare say
many hon. gentlemen recollect the expression of
the late Duke of Wellington:—¢ Mr, —— may
act 88 he pleases, but the Master-General of the
Ordnance shall not do so.”

" Hon. Mr. Johnston—The hon. member for
Halifox mistakes the Government for the peo-
ple; these officers are not the servants of the
former, but the employees of the latter. I wish
the inhabitants of this Province to understand
that it i& one thing to strengthen the hands of &
Government, and another to strengthen the
hands of the people. Now the hon. gentleman
" hims let out the secret—he has let out the se-
¢ret ! He tells us that be advised Mr. Geldert
ot to vote. He did vote—and was dismissed.
There is the whole case. Now, I would ask
‘sny man if he would have respected Mr. Geldert
‘more if he had not voted after that intimation ?
if he had put off his rights as an Englishman,
‘frem fear of losing his office? I should think
‘not; and T intend, Sir, to move for the names
“of all offices in this country that are to be sub-
‘Jeot to such surveillance.
“Hon. Sol. General—The Master-General of
Ordnance in England is as much the servant of
the people as Mr. Geldert of Windsor; and I
.eall the attention of the hon. member for Guys-
‘borough to the fact that he himself introduced a
‘bill some timesince to koep public officors out of
“politics—espetially those in the Excise Depart-
“miént—by excluding them from this house. Ma-
By officers in England were expressly withdrawn
"from political strife, and it was a' well under-
‘$tood ‘English prineiple that no subordinate had
‘the right'to oppose thé Governmeit under which
‘B served. The hon. mémrber for Annapolis
‘seettis fo think it wag the-intention of Goyern-

“

© . ‘idpower! Why; sir," the ‘Governmnt * i
. ~-‘i§“¢hble’ to theé "people; aud - therofore it -i
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“Hient, by such ‘meansy'as thesd, to sustain iteelf
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cessary that harmony should exist, not only
dmong its members, but that the officers it em-
ploys should aid ard not oppose that Govern.
ment in the different channels of the public ser.
vice. ‘What, Sir !—pay a man a salary and
place confidence in him, who will use his pay
and influence to oppose and thwart you? who
will abuse the confidence you have reposed in
him in good faith ! Sir, no individual should
hold office-and receive the pay of the: people,
and yet be allowed to oppose the voice of the
people, as expressed here_through a majority of
their répresentatives. Ifhe were pressed by
the Government to vote for any man against his
conscience, or to canvas for a man obnoxious to
him, he would have a right to refuse; and any
Government who would displace an officer for
passive inactivity under such a refusal, ought
not to be sustained by any liberal and enlight.
ened people. This oflicer, Mr. Geldert, was ask-
ed not to interfere in any way or shape—io te-
main quiet, and his own sense of delicacy shouid
have taught him to acquiesce in that advice. If
he was determined to oppose the Government,
there was nothing to prevent him resigning his
office; as he did not, but voluntarily entered
into active opposition against the Government
whose servant he was, that Government would
have been grossly wanting in its duty to’ the
people—utterly oblivious of its own dignity had
it hesitated instantly to dismiss him.

Mr. Marshall—My Bill was introduced before
responsible government, or rather ir-responsible
government, was brought into Nova Scotia. It
was intended to keep out of this house those
who were entrusted with the public revenue, 80
that their influence here would not prevent a
Jull and searching annual review of their deal~
ings with the public money—in a word, it was
to prevent Excise officers from auditing their
own accounts—not like your present responsible
government, bringing into the Legislature those
who are interested in supporting a Government,
whether it be hounest or corrupt, and the more
sorrupt the more unscrupulous the support
given to it. Iam only amused at his great
story of the Master-General-of Ordnance, who is
to be compared to every ho0g-reave in Nova
Beotia. '(Laughter.)

The discussion here dropped.

Mr. Wier asked leave to introduce a
authorize the sale of part of Halifax Common.

Also, a Bill to enable the City Council to
have control over the measuring of coal and
cordwocd sold in the city of Halifax.

Both Bills were read a first time, after which
the house adjourned. ‘ ' e

——— e
SAturDAY, 10th Feb., 1855.

Mr. Chipman asked leave to introduce a bill
to incorporate the Hall’s Ilarbor Breakwater
Company. Leave was granted, and the Bill
read a first time: Also, a bill to incorporate
the Canada Creek Breakwater Company.

' _On motion of the hon. Attorney General, the
time for the reception of petitions and bills wap
extended to Tuesday next, o :

"' Mr. Holmes presented & petition from a num-

berof persons on McLellan’s mountain, praying
the establishment of & Way Office at that place:
Also, a petition from the: inhabitants of-Pictou,
praying that no' alteration:should ' be made in
present Mail arrangements. Lo
.. Mr. McQueen presented a petition from Mr,
Brown ;wd' 9;11.%.:8,; at. .S{;dnay Mines,” complain-
ing of irregu] arities in the ma "d6n§x_1.mgi§%%o H
; the iplishilatte oF Bops-
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ties of Capé Breton and Rishmond, praying that
no alteration be made.in carrying passengers. .

Mr, Munro presented a petition from Donald
Ross, asking aid in educating two blind ohil.
dren. Reoceived and referred to the Committee
on the deaf dumb, and blind: Also, a petition
from Philip McLean, of Baddeck, asking aid to
open & road from Baddeck Bay to Baddeck Ri-
ver: Also, a petition from the inhabitants of
Bouladrie, praying that Clergymen be exempt
from the performance of statute labor: Also, &
petition from the inhabitants of Baddeck, ask-
ing aid to build a bridge.

Hon. Solicitor General presented a petition
from the Overscers of the poor for the township
of Dorchester, asking reimbursement of monies
expended in support of a transient pauper: Al-
80, & petition from Alexander Chisholm, asking
reimbursement of monies expended in support-
ng a transient pauper.

Mr. Bourneuf presented a petition from the
inhabitants of Weymouth, praying aid to es-
E&blish 8 Forry between that place and Sandy

ove.

Mr. P. Smith presented a petition from Isaac
MecLeod, of Broad Cove, praying aid to build &
lip at Margaree Island: Also, & petition from
he inhabitants of Port Hood, praying aid to
build a breakwater at that place: Also, a peti-
tion from the inbabitants of Margarese, asking
aid to remove obstructions from Margaree har-
bor: He also presented a petition from Samu-
ol Campbell, Way Office Keeper, asking remune-
ration for past services: Also, a potition asking
aid to an Oat Kiln:  Also, & petition from Jas.
Coady, asking for aid to purchase a horse to as«
sist him as mail courter. Ordered to be with-
drawn.

Hon. Prov. Secretary, by command, laid on
the table of the house a return of all the Com-
mig:iions for Militia Officers issued, and the fees

aid.
P Hon. Prov. Sec., by command, laid on the ta-
ble the Report of the Trustees of the Pictou
Academy for 1854, with the visitors report—
which documents were referred to the Commit-
tee on Hducation.

Mr. McQueen presented a petition from Neil
McLellan, asking aid to a Ferry.

Mr. Fuller presented a petition from Ellen
McDonald, Post-mistress at Arichat, asking an
increase of salary.

Mr. Comeau presented a petition from Mr.
Raymond and others, of Clare, praying aid to
Pleasant Cove breakwater: Also, a petition
from Anseln Frouton, setting forth, that in the
performance of hiz duty as constable, he sold a
cow belonging to a debtor; that the owner sued
him before two Magistrates first, and after that
brought an action against him in the Supreme
Court, in which he (the owner) also failed; but
that petitioner was obliged to pay a large sum
for costs—which he now prayed might be reim-
bursed to him. Mr. Comeau said the man was
extremely poor, and was not able to sustain so
:ﬁvex‘e a loss. The potition was laid on the ta-

e.

Mr. McQueon. presented a petition from the
inhabitants of the township of Sydney, praying
aid in the erection of a bridge. . .

Mr. Fuller prosented & petition from Patriek
Christopher, of Sydney, in the county,of Cape
Breton. I am aoquainted (said the hon. gent.)
with the eircumstances of the petitioneér’s case,

and think they are of such a charpoter as to.

- commend him to'the generous consideration; of
\ohouse: - For mauy ye
p I AT ”
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919 $ho poyitioner had
bo B0 Figwongy

'

11
Exoiss: Collector at  Arichat; inthe .year1846
that gentlemen died, énd st his. decease lofi.o
balance of £46 due to Christopher; and .also-s
very large sum due the Province, for excise du-
ties collected by him—of the latter amount
sbout £280 or £300 hags been collected from hig
estate and paid, but Patrick Christopher’s claiin
still remains unliquidated, and he now, petitions
the house to grant, him the amount owing' out of
the monies derived by the Provinee from Mr.
Turnbull’s estate. I move, Sir, that the 'pétie
tion be referred to a Select Committee. The
petition was received and raferred to a'Commits
tee domposed of Messrs. McLellan, Shaw, and
‘Fuller. L
Prothonotaries. -

Hon. Sol. General—As there is nothing be.
fore the house, Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask leave
to introduce an Act entitled an Act to amend:
the Act concerning Prothonotaries, .and  Clerks
of the Crown. It will be remembered that pror
vious to 1853, .deputy Prothonotaries were aps:
pointed by the officer in Halifax for all. the
Counties in Nova Scotia proper. In that year,:
by an Act of the Legislature, all the Prothonos
tories wers created principals—paying into the
Treasury one third of the sum received by them
—Dbeing the amonut they were formerly bound
to hand over to their principal. Thess persons’
are not now remunerated for services they per::
form as Clerks of the Crown; and the object of
this bill is to permit each to retain £10, out of:
the third which he is now bound to pay into the-
Treasury—or 8o much as that third shall amount:
%o when below £10, in’ payment.of services so.
performed. Leave was granted, and the bill
read a first time. . .

Mr. Marshall presented the petition of
James Skinner, a Clerk of the Crown and
Prothonotary.

Hon. Solicitor General said that there was
no necessity for this petition, as the bill just
read previded for it. ‘ o

Mr. Marshall—If that be the case I will of
course withdraw it. , .

Dr. Brown presented the petition of Daniel
Moore, Esq., and others of Cornwallis, pray-
ing & grant to repair Cornwallis Bridge, and
to make it free for passengers. K

Petition was read and laid on the table,

Mr. Chipman presented a petition from
inhabitants of Cornwallis in aid of Canada
Creek Breakwater, with a subscription to-
wards the same, L

Algo, a petition in aid of a Bridge gver
Canada Creek, ‘

Vote by Ballot,

Mr. Moore presented a petition from in-
habitants of Kings in favor of vote by ballot.

Mr. Marshall expressed his high satisfac.
tion at the introdugtion of this petition,

Mr. Moore received leave to introduce o
bill in accordance with it. o

Mr Annand said that if anything was. to
be don¢ with the representation his old- bill
ought: to be revived to have an. equalization
of the representation throughout the Pro.

vince. - . . Lo Crn e

_ Mr. Marshall'was very happy to hesr 'the -

remark of the hon. member-for Halifax;-and .

would. give- his cordisl support to.any: -im~

provement in our representotive gystem,
e et EAUeRMOR LS
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verhment whether they intended to introduse
any measure on the general education of the
country ! - o o

‘Hon, P, Secretary Wilkins replied that the
government had as yet come to no conclusion
to attempt & change in the present system.

Mr. McLellan said that as there was a very
strong feeling of opposition in the Country
against taxation, much could not bedone by
the House, except to debate the matier here
and educate the minds of the people up to the
principle of ‘general-assessment.

Hon. Joseph Howe was not surprised at

- the answer just given to the question of the
Hon. member for Guyshorough ; for, from
the experience of the past administration,
the people of the country were not yet ripe
for the introduction of general assessment for
the education of our whole people. He had
ceased to hope to carry that principle in his
time. Mrs. Glass, in her famous receipe,
said ¢ first, catch your fish ;*> and so he be-
lieved on this question the Province had first

to catch an Enthusiast, young enough to’

carry this question toits final consummation.
One who, with the pleasing address and &mi-
- able manner of Mr. Dawson, the same enthu-
giasm~——with a little more of the demagogue
in his composition to agitate the masses, and
go through the conntry beating the rough
clods of the valley and getting something
like vitality to spring up in thesoil. The
man might not be in this House now—but
gure he was that such a man would be here
before many years, and that he would, with
a free and fearless heart, rouse up the spirit
of the people, and sweep away the obstrue-
tions now remaining in the path of the
general education of our people.

Mr. Marshall had asked his question for
the purpose of ascertaining whether a decis
gion on the question could he had without
mixing up with it party feeling. As to the
remarks of the hon. member for Cumberland
on the amiability of Mr. Dawson, and the
necessity of having a little more of the agi-
tator and demagogue in his composition—
how would it do o associate Mr. Dawson
with the hon. member for Cumberland him-
self—(roars of laughter,)—for il the two
would not accomplish "the desired end, no
other men in the world could do it.

Hon. Jog. Howe.—Then you will have to
roll us into one, (Langhter.) :

Hon. Provincial Secretary remarked that
it was useless to impose assessment on the
people until their minds were ripe to agsent
toit. The experience of the world showed
that intellectual education without H moral
training was pernicious instead of beneficial.

He did not comsider it incumbent on the!

government, merely for the sake of courting

popularity, or making & show of doing some- "

thing, to introduce any Bill for which the
eountry was not prepared. ' ' ‘

Hon. Attorney General said that tixe iiouse‘

would have its hands: quite.fall ‘enough of

business, without the introduction of a gene«.. my o
) ) ha ' move_the duty from 'Pork ; the
Chancery question—that ;of ‘the :mines:and, . ‘duty inereased the i

ral mesagure for Education: :There was tha

minerals, and others, which

 the whele time of the,
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thess, the government did not: intend to -ins
troduce and he hoped that no member of the
oppositien would introduce & general educs.
tion Bill, in the last session of this House ;
still more decply would he regret if a subjoct
so' sacred ag that of Education should be
mixed up with party politics. "
Hon. Mr. Johnston cxpressed his high
gense of the value of education ; and of the
necessity of the introduction of Municipal
Incorporations, to bring the mind of the
eople up to o general system of Education.
n the Stuaie of Maine not an uneducated
man ér woman was to be found : and if &
gentleman travelled through that country, he
would see at short intervals fine brick houses,
and on enquiring what they were, received
for angwer—¢‘ that ‘i3 the free school of our
district.” A little further was the frec school
of the next district ; and so on all through.
the State. In thesc establishments all were
educated, high and low, rich ard poor, and
the effect of such a systom was vigible among
the great mass of the people ; for every body.
could see the difference between an intelli-
gent and high-minded people, and those who
were ignorant and debased. In every avenus
of business, this contrast was discernible 3
and he could not but reflect on the high cha~
racter which the people of Lunenburg dis-
played in building vessels which could vie’
with those of any other country in the world.
Education made every people streng, intelli-
gent, self-relying, wealthy, and prosperous
and instesd of the close of & General Assem-
bly being an unfit time for the improvement
of our system, it was the very period when
the minds of the people should be judiciously
vperated on. : .
Hon. Solicitor General.—I have listened
very attentively to the opinions expressed
upon this imyortant topic’ and with the ut-
most interest. It has been stated that the sub-
jeet should be agitated 5 in that opinion T’
concur, but I aleo think that the agitation
should proceed from the Legislature, Sir,
the best lesson we could teach would he to
put our own 'shoulders to the wheel. It is.
well enough for hon. gentlemen to say that
the country is not educated up to this point;
but, I am of a different opinion,~—and if we
are to ¢it here and talk as we have done for-
vears and not seek to impregnate the minds
of our people with sentiments now received
in every country, where the blessings of edu-
cation are appreciated——the sooner we discard
all hope of progress from our minds the bet-
ter. Sir, u variety of subjects come before -
this Legislature where members are obliged
to assume responsibility——and take indepen-~-
dent action. JIn ecases where a represente-©
tive Ausembly feels that the people of a couns s
try, though not pressing for the -adoption:of
a Bill would - be materially benefitted by its '
I have taken the responsihility on”
several occasions of voting against the opini-
ons of my constituents: well known to meé
and may instance my action in voting. to r¢
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perfested & well regulated  Educatioal system
in this Provinoe would be a henefactor to his
country ; but, sir, are we to wait until that
man s born? to sleep inactively until he
arrives upon the stage? I think not. I am
prepared to meet the question boldly, to dis.
cuss and if possible decide it—(hear, hear,)
by the passage of a Bill at this very session ;
and if taken on its merits, candidly explained,
and its beneficial operation pointed out, I
think the principle would commend itself to
the intelligent yeomanry of the coudtry. [
40 not think the postponement of this ques.
tion is attributable to out-door opposition
but to & want of moral courage in the house ;
with boldness and decision of acffon. I be.
lieve such a gystem of Education could be
perfected as would elevate the moral tone of
the people, while it improved and cultivated
their faculties. ‘

Custom-~house Oﬁicers.‘

Hon, Attorney General asked leave to intro.
duce o bill to provide for the registry of shipa.
The necessity for Legislation on our part arose,
he said, from certain provisions contained in
tho Imperial Act, and the withdrawal of the
whole Customs department from this Provinee.
There is a clause in the Imperial Act which au-
thorises tho Governor, with the assent of the
Treasurer, to register vessels; this, of course,
wat never contemplated; and the first clause of
this bill gives to the Governor in Council the
powor to appoint a Registrar for each port,
with power to do everything contemplated by
the Merchan Shipping A ct, 1854. The second
vause authorizes the appointmeut of an officer
to superintend the survey and admeasurement
of ships, in conformity with the act. The 3rd
claude enacts that the Registrars and Surveyors
ehould receive, in addition to the fees allowed,
ach sum as might be granted by the Legisla-
ture. The Sth clause provides that in the event
of any certificate of registry of any ships boing
mislaid or lost, the Registrar may grant a new
certificate. The hon. gentlemen also stuted that
tho Colonial Secretary had intimated his desire
thut the officers thrown out of situation by the
withdrawal of the Customs, should recsive ap-
pointments us such Registrars and Admeasurers
{or the various ports. ‘

Hon, Joseph Howe asked if it was true that
these Custom-house officers had been struck
adrift with very inadoruate allowancoy; and
thut even these would be lost did they accept
oifice under the Provineial Goverument! If so,
he knew of nothing more contemptible, ualess
it was a rich man, who dying, left his property
g0 tuab Lis wifo should forfeit it if she mari ied
again,  (Laughter.).

Mr. Wade—Yes ! and they have done more 3
the whols of theso officers have paid ' pro-rata
from their salaries into a fund for their benefis;
in consequence of thig chaBge they lose all be-
nefit from this. . : . ‘

lon. Attorney General explained—The blam:
for thig did not rest on either the Imperial op
Provineial Government; the wholo was reguliy-
ad by statute, ’ oo

Hoo. Mr. Johnston—Would it not be well’ for
the Goverriment of this Province to endeivorto -
matter arranged in favor of a rolaxa-
erial riiko, shich rétired.

eapted: ffice:dig

we cannot.get u Régistry for our

ofioars. whose remuneration_smounted to ouly
£20 or £30 por sunum. © 7 4T L

Mr. Annand differed with the hon. Attor;
ney General. ' He considered that either the
Home Government or the Board of Customi
were fairly chargeable with great cruelty to
their officers in this province. The Imperial

~act to which reference had heen made, never

contemplatéd the sweeping away of the Cus-
toms establishment in the colonies, and' the
superanuated fund was originated-and found-
ed for the retirement of aged and invalided
officers, and not for such a state of things as
had recently sprung up here ‘where - gentle-
men in the prime of life were suddenly oast
adrift.  What were the facts ? The Board
of Customs approved of their officers be- -
ooming collectors of Provineial duties, but ne
sooner is the Customs abolished, than these
officers are told that their holding office - un-
der the Provincial Government would bar
them from participating in that very supera
anuationfund which they had helped to created
He thought great injustice had been done,
and he would be glad if the ‘government
would back up any joint application for - re.
dress which the gentlemen aggrieved might
prefer to the Imperial authorities, =~ -
Hon. Att. General after some general ro-
roarks in answer to the previous speaker, as-
sured the House that the Government would
do all in its power to induce the Imperial
authorities to relax its rules as regards those
officery; and alluded to the striking contrast
which this House afforded in generosity toite
public servants, with the conduct of the
British Government in ap lying go strict g
rale to its Custom House Officers.. o
Mr. Wade.—~The hon, member for Cum-
berland may well designate the conduct of

.the British Govornment ng wean, while a

great proportion, perhaps u:ly oI thege offi,
cers have for a number of years past been
paying eight or ten pounds a year into. &
superanuation fand.  They are now quietly
told if they aceept a provincial appointment,
they are not to receive money or pension,
They are certainly entitled to the money thay
have paid.  Again, the Government demand
yearly returns from these officers free of ex-
pense 5 & modest request, indeed ! This, sir,
I will not consent to ; it these returns are
required, let the British Government pay
for them, or allow the pension without the
altry proviso added to the despatch—if théy.
accept & provincial office, they are to be de;
prived of the same. . o
Hon. Joseph Howe.—Government. having'
starved so many out in the Crimea, think it
10 harm to starve out a fow of their sorvantg
in North America. I rose, Sir, to " ask
whether the new officers weié to be appointed
under imperial commission ? S

gether with us.. ,
- Mr. Wier —If'we do not ‘mike th

Hon. Attorney General.—No; it is left aitﬁ} S

‘exf‘l..ti‘l‘i.;ns .
J’V'; L z’;w%}‘
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objéctto sending ouvs,for we get more than we
give.

., Hon,” Attorney General.—All we mean to
send are the copies of retarns anonally made
to this House, whicib will cost bat little
trouble. My own opinion is, sir, that we
ought not use these strong expressions of dis-
approbation towards the Brinsh Government,
becapse there is no doubt in these days of
cconomy in all branches of the pablic service,
the Home Government has been pressed upon
by popular sentiment, and forced into mea~
sares which perbaps -their own judgment
hardly approve, ‘

Hon. J, Howe would have no objection to
the reductions, and would not have used
sirong language, 1f the Home Government
only begun at the right end. But when they
kept a Bishop at £50,000 a year, and a
Minuster of State with £10,000, it was hardly
right 1o starve a dozan poor Custom House
officers. He was quite glad {0 see the popu.~
lar, principle advancing, and be hoped it
wonld press more vpon the Government thau
had yet.

Mr. Killam said that the Home Government
knew best how to treat their own ofhcers,—
They employed them at certain salaries, and
gave them certain retiring allowances; and if
this Province wanted any of their services,
the Province ought to pay them as much as
they ought 1o have, and the Home Goverr-
ment be relieved of pensions; if we did not
want them we had nothing to do with them,
and they should not be discussed here.

Heon, Sol. General perfectly sgreed with
the honorable member who had just sat down
a8 regards the ceasing of the pensions if we
wanted the officers, and we ought to be very
giad to send the required information to the
Home Government, when we well knew that
receiving as we did the whole statistics of the
Empire, we were in the receipt of a boon in
comparison with which our contribation was
but a trifle,

M. Aunand introduced a Rill te extend the
Eastern Shore Road in the County of Halilux.
It was the fac simile of a Bill introduced
four years ago, which epnabled the mem-,
bers 1o borrow £1000 to open this rond|l
and this sum was required to extend it_sti
further, L'he Bill was read a first time.

Hon. Sol. General introduced a Bill to
amend chapter 113 of the Revised Statutes—
of the Registry of Deeds. He explained
that the Bull was in accordance with a Report
of a Comwritee of last year; and its object
was to have the Books in the Registry Office
put in' proper order and enable the Grand
Jury to ahsess for the payment of the service.

Honse adjourned.
e
Monpay, February 12, 1855,
Dr. Brown presented a petition from the
Overseers of the Poor for the township of
Horton,praying reimbursement of expenses

ncurred in support of a transient piuper,
.~ M. Jost ‘presented a petition fiom - Joséph

Beiingtt of New Dublin, piaying & furthef
e g W Hivp k&i&t’a | pe KT

ke
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_ opposed- to- the . apirit of -British. legislation
vk {ﬂ 9

- B 15} 1858,

_Mr. Holmes presented  petition from the
inhabitants of Middle' Seftlement, Middla
River, Pictou, praying the " establishment of
a way office there. - o

Mr. John Munro, pursuant to leave, ine

troduced a bill relating to pilotage in the
Bras 4’°Or Lake., Read a first time,
. Mr, Marshall presented a petition from St.
Mary’s River, county of Guysborough, pray-
ing a grant to erect a light house om Wedgs
Island. Also, a petition from Mr. Hugh Me+
Donald, Deputy Post Master at St. Mary's,
praying increase of sallary.

Mr, Comeau presented a petition from Au~
gustine Comeau, Way Office Keeper at Clare,
praying increase of salary. .

Mr. Wade presented a petition from the
Board of Commissioners for Annapolis, pray-
ing a change in the appropriation of certain
undrawn school monies. Also, s petition
from the same parties, praying thst two
Boards of Education might not be established
in that county,

Mr. Doyle presented the petition of John
Oal, distiller, praying for an alteration in
the law of distilleries. Referred tothe com-
mittee on James Wilson’s petition.

Mr. Whitman—petition of Henry W. John-
ston, praying to participate in certain un-
drawn school meney.

Also, 2 road petitions.

Mr. Wade, from the committee on Private
Bills, presented the bill for sale of meetin
house at Five Islands ; also for eale of ol&
jail at Truro.:

Mr. Archibald moved that the House do go
into Committee on Bills.

The Bill for preventing the sale of intoxics
ting liquors was takenup. On one clause,

Mr. Marshall condemned the clause just
read as unconstitutional and repugnant toas
British people.

Mr. Archibald and Hon. J. W. Johnston
replied—it was necessary to make the law
stringent, in order to have its provisions
faithfully carried out.

Mr. Marshall asked if there was not & bill
before the House the effect of which would be
to make & man’s wife liable to fine or impris.
onment for giving o man o glass of wine;,
for this bill and that was to be dovetailed
together, and the delivery of the article was
to be the proof of the sale of it. He would
be delighted to see the sin of drunhenness
uprooted from the land, but he could nat
assent to pass provisions which he knew no
man could enforce, and thus the law would be
brought into contempt. ‘

Hon. Provincial Secretary said he thonght
the experiment should be tried to ascertain
whether the existing licence law might not
be so perfectcd as to put down the vice of
drunkenness. ‘

Mr. Marshall opposed the clause which,
parmitted the prosecutor upon charge of sell. -
ing to A. B. to prove sale to C. D. Inhis.
opinion it was, uuconstitutional and unjest;;

and should.not- b 4
- M DoploeT'sthey:
yo'n facided objesy
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certainly a (seedy) C. D. one—(great;laugh-
ter. o . ‘

E}ou.‘ Att. General supported the bill ; he
saw nothing illiberal or unjust in the cause
eomplained of. A was prosecuted for ;elf_ing
liquor to B ; on the trial it appears he sold it
to C instead of B. Upon making aflidavit
that he was'taken by surprise he could obtain
a continuance that he might addace tesimony
to dispreve the charge of selling to the latter,

Mr. B. Smith thought the accused should
not be saddled with double costs. I the pro-
secutor brought a snit and failed—be should
become nonsuit and pay his own costs.

Mr. Archibald warmly advocated the pas<
sage of the bill; he would put it to the House
whether 2 guilty party should be allowed, to
escape punishment merely becanse he was
accused of selling to the wrong person. 'The
tendency of English jurisprudence now was
to sweep away the absard technicalities which
encumbered the administration of justice~—
and enact simple laws, comprehensive in
themselves, which give to a Court the power
of deciding on the mere right of the subject
in isgsue. This law did niothing more, and he
hoped the House would pass it without far-
ther debate.

Mr, Wade opposed the bill; he thought its
advocates were taking an improper course. If
they proposed a Law compulsory in its char-
acter providing that two or three licenses
shou!d be granted in each county, the duty to
be raised in proportion to the diminution in the
mumber, he would support it. . "T'he clause
under discussion was in the highest degree
impolitic and unsouad; the principle it enuna
" elated that a man should be prosecated while
the groands of the prosecution were withheld
from him was manilestly uunjust,—for how
conld the accused be prepared to answer a
sharge v its nature and the attendant eircum «
_;t‘ances were not previously announced to

im. ‘

Hon, W, A. Henry was rather disposed to
support the clause, He-agreed with the hon.
member, for Hants—that the prosecutor shonld
pay the costs if he failed to make out a case
sgainat the accused,~but the gist of the
charge in'this'case was lhe sale not to whom
wold; so that if a sale to any one person could
be proved provided the accused had sufficient
opportunity afforded him to rebut the charge
—he should pay the costs. The adjourament
for a week would-place him in & better posi-
tion——for after the firat invesiigation, the case
made out against him would be within his
knowledge and he con!d bring hia testimony
to moet that case, ‘

‘Hon. Mr, Johnston strongly urged the pas~
sage of thebill, ‘" Co '

Mr. Marshall said that if these: gentlemen
wore really sincere let them introduce the Maine
Liquor Law.at once, and 'no nibbling about it.
This bill laid éverybody - at the .mercy of the
publio informer; a person the most despicable
in apy community-~who,was a pimp if he were

not a druiikard; for no man would go into.a

d&rinking houses for the purpose. of finfo
who wis not too dontsmptible for civili

s%fgag,
- Cletys’alid 1o e
Befsubjoct’
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‘and had been imprisoned.

-y

rial objection to this clause, and expressed bis
yiews at large mponit. "~ T .U 0L
*Mr, Whitman said the grsat objection to this |

law was the expetises. . Now, all criminal pro-

‘pecutions were donducted, by the crown officers,

free of charge; "he would' therefore move that

‘gelling liquor be made a capital offence; then

the expenses’ would be got rid of, and the cal-

‘prits would be hanged. (Laughter.) |

. Mr, Archibald again defended the bill,.and
gaid it was necessary that we shounld have abill
that would not only meet the views of this
house, but other. branches -of the Legislature,
Tha bill wag "here, and -its .friends wished .to
konow who would support it. [The hon. gent,
mavle further remarks which we could not hear.]

Mr. Marshall, from what had been said,
not convineed that this bill was introdiaced, not
with any hope or expectation of cartying it, biit
merely for the purpose of courting popularity,
and deceiving the people. =~ ~ - i
. The clause, and some others, pagsed. (A8 &
reason for one clause, Mr. Archibald mentioned
the case of & man who had’ beeii fined £7 '108.
‘He howev’ex*,"hs,gi
got on the 'limits, and continued to sell 'liquor
as formerly.) :

Mr. Wade moved in smendment to the bill
that the sessions and. the Grand Jury in each
county should grant a certain number of licen.
oes. L “ o

Mr. Zwicker congidered the amendment as
perfectiy preposterous. AN

Mr. Martin 1. Wilking was in favor of the
Clerks of License being salaried officers, in
charge of the whole subject in each county. ..

Mr. Wade explained the operation of the Law
for restraining licenses in the county of Digby;
instead of curtailing drunkenness, it wasg'in
‘creased by obroxious restrictions, Formerly
when there were respectable licensed' houses
their proprietors refused liquor to "Indians and
boys, and kept their establishments in proper
order. Now, so'long as liquor could be had, it
was sold without license—the license -money
was lost to the county, and the evils of impru-
dent restrictions were evident, .becanse patties
procured liquors.in spite of law, and the traffic
was no longer under wholesome regulations,

Hon. Joseph Howe was not quite sure that
the morals of the counties would be improved
by municipal incorporations;  because in .this
city, which was the only incorporation in No-
va Scotia, with its Mayor and ‘Council, and 'its
ten or o dozen constables, thére was more imnid-
rality than ever thers had beén before. ' Liguors
were sold in licensed houses side by side“with
human flesh; whole streets were devoted:to this
infamous business, where the soul andbody were
being bartered away. Under the old system the
state of things was tolerable—now, the, number
of these dens of iniquity were perfectly intole~
rable ; and the Mayor and Corporation who:
would permit the mingling together of liquor
and women in any of these infamons dens, for
‘another month, ought to be turned 'out in,Octo-
‘ber.  He was perféstly prepared, therefore, fo
go with the friends of this bill, and vote for the
separation of the sale 6f liquors from other traf-
fio, so that if & gentleman wanféd to go intd'a

‘respectable aleshcuse to get & glass of beer,the

woild do so, and«the privilegewould not:be aba-
ged: There was another point to whichite .-
) )

g o
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‘did not come to work, and it took them half the
day to got sober. Some provision ought t¢ be
adopted to restrain this practice, and to oxer.
cise a rigid scrvcilance over such places.  Ano-
ther subject for consideration was the keeping
open of tap-rooms on Bunday in this city,
around which a dozen or two of boys could be
seen congregated, smoking oigars, and indul-
ging in manners offensive to passers-byc. Ano-
ther point was the bad liquor that was sold.
Formerly our fathers only drank old Jamaics
or Demerara rum, good Scotch whiskey, or
other pure spirits, which, if in immoderate
quantities were pernicious, were at least pure
spirit, and not absolute poison ; but the ligquor
now sold wus little better, if not worse, than
burning fluid, and he seriously proposed that
any officers to be appointed under this bll
should be duly authorized to ge round, examine
apd taste the liquor, (laughter) and tell every
licensed seller that he was authonised to vend
liquors, but not poison, which burnt a man’s in-
sides out, and brought many to an untimely
grave by delirium tremens. ‘

The bill passed, was reported, ordered to be
engrossed, and the house adjourned.

W
Tvuespay, Febroary 13, 1856.
Petitions, &c,

Mr.:Egeon presented a petition from cer»

tain Justices of the Peace for the county of
Halilax asking more direct postal communij.
cation between Halifax and Guysborough
received and referred 10 the Post Office Com-
mittes, Also a petition from H. A. Gladwin
relating to & road; put oun the road file. * Algo
‘u petition from James Bowes & Son asking
return of duties on paper imporied for prints
ing purposes in 1854; refeired to the com-
‘mittee oan trade und manufactures,

Mr. Creighton presented a petition from the
inhabitants of Chester praying an establish.
inent of a way office at Chester Basin; refer-
red 1o the Post office committee.

‘Mr. Zwicker presented a petnisi from Fre-
derick Pabnico of New Dublin askiog the
establishment of 8 mail route; referred to the
‘Post office committes,

Mr. McQueen asked leave to intruduce a
bill 1o iucorporate St. Andrew’ Lodge at
Nydney, C. B.; leave wus granted and the

‘bill vead a first time. ‘

‘Hon, Mr, Fualton presented a petition from

Joshua Heustus and others of Wallace usk-
.ing the eatablishment of a way office; refer~
:red to the Post office commities.

Mr. Ryder presented u petition from Michl.
'Babine, praying redress as respects a cers
tnin grant of land. The petition wea received

and referred to a select committea composed
"of Messrs, Howe, Comeaun and Shaw,

Mr. Fuller presented a petition' from the
"inhabitanis of Lochsomoad—prayingthe estabe
Jishment of a way office; referred to the Post
office committee.  Also a petition from Aaw
.drew Madden praying remuneration for mew
-dical services bestowed by him on a transient
-puuper; referred to the committee on that
:sibject, . Ly S
" The-bill for-amending the licdtive law,pass-
-&d yesterday, was-taken ‘up, dnd -dftér someé
voppbition” finally - passrd “to’ ba' sent'to'the
$ Wl Gve  CoRmEIl - o - 7 B dnlind

LAST DAY FOR' PETITIONS.

.object of the Bill=-and prevented’t
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© ‘Mr. M. I, Witkins presentéd ‘a ‘petition from
inhabitants of West River, Pictou, for a way
office. o o e '

“Dr Brown—Petition of an oversser of the
poor for ihie Township of Horton, for reim-
bursement of expenses in 'the 'support of &
gick Indian. ' .

M. Holmes rose to ask for information as
to the delay of the printing of the Journals.
We have been in session for over a fortnight
aad have not a single sheet yot 3 while the
Legislature of New Branswick has been in
Session since the 1st of February and its
Journals are being printed. .

His Honor the Speaker replied that the copy
had been sent to the printer,

Dr. Brown asked leave to introduce a Bitl
to amend the Act relating to Common Ap-
pealn; leave was granted and the bill was
read a first time.

Mr. M. I. Wilkins asked the gevernment if
any steps had been taken with referance to
Mr. Martin; whether he was 1o be brought up
1o Halifax or not ? )

Hon. A, General would answer that quea-
tion in the course of the afternoon.

My, 8. Chipman presented a petition
from J. F. Hutcheson, Postmaster at Kent-
ville, ngking increased remuneration; the pe-
titioner had been in the office for upwards of
twenty years—diligently performed his duty
and he did not see why he should not receive
a salary equal 1o thai given to the Towest
clerk 1n the office at Halifax; referred to the
Post oflice committee. -

Hon. Joseph Howe presented a petition
from a2 number of Indisns in Queen’s county,
praying some aid. He suggested that as the
county of Queean’s received a large amount
of road money this petition shoald be handed
over to the members for the cornty to make
provision for these Indians,

Mr. Wade reported a number of Billa from
Comimittee without amendment.

Militia Law,

Me. .B. Smith reported by Bill from the
Committee on the Militia. Law, Co

It provided that no further fees should be
demanded at the Provincial Secretary’s office
for officers’ commissions. He understood
when he went away last session that these
fees were not to be exacted—but he had been
mistaken. | .

Hon. Attorney General—There is no doubt
as to the legality of the execution; and the
Government thought 1t right that a very mod-
erate fee should be charged——and this was
done: but it is for this House, the guardians
of the public purse, to decide whather theso
fees shall or shall not be hereafier paid. . As
regards the other section the observation
thrown out by'the Colosia! Secrelary is notens
tirely undeserved. Tbe. final elause carries .
AN incongistency on its very facey it - will bes
in the recollection of the House that afier the .
passage of the Bill ‘o' clauve 'wasladded by
way of Ryder whichdefeated ‘the 'whole
T T RN
HefGovorn: -

from ¢ it slesd,if,
‘casg of uh,invasion, . The Governm

gt of i lnvasion, ; The Golerhbat ihe
sld do sothing bat, pat, the, Mul
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‘meni from taking any! action on’
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emergency arise—this they did, If the:House
are prepared 1o remunerate the Adjatants for.
services actaally performed by thew the Gov-
ernment will concur; and I am also of opinion
that we should not,remain a single hour with~
oat some organized force, and the Government
shuuld be invested with {ull power to act in
case any necessity should arise, Therefore
he should have liked the Commiitee to have
gone a little {urther; they should have con-
templated the emergency and provided for ir.

Mr. Smith replied that the Act of 1852 gave
the Government all necessary power and as
regards the ** emergency °* arising, the Com=
mittee thought could be safely left with the
Governtnent, ‘

Mr. Holmes thought that as the officers re-
ceived no pay they ought not be obliged to
pay for commissions. They bad to spend
ceasiderable sums in fitting themselves out in
uniform, and he perfecily agreed swith that
part of the Report which contemplated the
sbolition of fees on commissions.

Hon. Financial Secretary, by command,
presented the accenuts of the Queen’s Printer
for the past year.

Mr. Wier presented the petition of the ins
havitants of St. Margaret’s Bay praving a
reduction in the charge for inspection of fish.

Mr. Chipman—~Petition from Black Rock
Mountain——a Road petition—another f{rom
Cunuda Creek, and another with subscription
for a Breakwater.

Mr, Whitman—Petition from Overseers of
the Poor for Annapolis, for reimbursement of
espenses in support of a transient pauper.

Mr. Duyle introduced a Bill w change a
Polling Place in the County of Halifux, from
Ferguson’s Cove 10 Peggy’s Cove. Read a
first time,

Mr. B. Smith introduced a Bill to amend
chapter 48 of the Revised Statutes, The
sbject of 1t was 1o epable the Justices in
session lo exercise a discretion in 1mposing
fines on Road Overseers for neglect of duty.
At present the law made it imperative to
impose a fine of forty shillings, and in case
of neglect, the Justices were ofien reluctant
to imipoze so heavy a fine.

Hon. Provincial Secretary asked leave to
introduce a Biil to amend chapter 130 of the
Revised Statutes—giving the same power to
Judges of Probates to act in the sams way
with regard to estates descending to coilateral
heirs as they now have the power of doing
when they go to the lineal heirs of the de-
ceased. The Bill was received and read a
first time. ‘ ‘

Mr, Killam presented a Bill to change a
Polling Place in Yarmouth County, .

Mr. P. Smith presented a Bill to add a
Polling Place in the County of Iaverness.

Mr. W. Annand reported from the Com-
mittee on Reporting. He stated that the
Committee had_after several meelings with
the Reporters and Pablishers, stiuck oat a
new plan by which the expense would be
increased by  £67 17:6. 'The- report was
signed by all the Committee, and -he -had no
doubt."'would: give..satisfadtion. The’ Teport
was received and ‘adopreds v 1 ! i
7 Hont Findooink Secrahry/is ;
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gmrAg_‘Petitjons to present I shall move that

the House go.into Comuwitiee of Supply for

the purpose of passing the road. vote. »
Mr. Whitman had been utterly astonished

at hearing the other day, of the state. of bar-
barity which prevailed in the Island of Cape

Breton—(Roars of Langhter.) He was told
that the axles of their vehicles were made o
a rough log, the shafis of withrods; the hames
of crooked sticks, and the collars of a bundle
of straw,  He did not, therefore, nnderstand
the pretensions of the hon members  for that
Island—{Much launghter. )

Mr. Hugh Munro—If the hon. member for
Annapolis mean his description to apply to
the horses in the mail service, I admit 1. 1
repudiate it as applying to other parts of ‘the
Island, -

Mr, Hugh Munro. Thete has been no mail
from the Eastern portion of the Country since
Monday week and therefore, sir, inany of the
Petitions which the Coustituents of Hon Gen-
temen from the Eastern Coanties desire to
have presented will Le shut out, This [ am
sare the good sense and proper feeling of the
House will not comsent 1o, when from a
mail arrangement settled to accommodate the
other portions of the Country Cape Breton is
thus excluded from Communication with the
Capital, 1 hope, therefore that the Houge
will not prevent us from presenting any petis
tions that may have been detained oo the
read.

Mr. Fuller—If the Western Members were
aware, Sir, of the difficuliies which surround the
transmission of the wails from Cape Breton to
the Capital, they would gladly assent to any
postponewent of the final day for receiving peti=
tions, infavor of the Island of Cape Bretoo.
But when the members of that Island get up and
ask for the fair privileges, the western membersd
oppose them, and say— Oh !ycu have has
time enough.””  Now, Sir, ‘this House i,
the place where (he people have & right to come
and whea detention ol the mails is the cause of
elters not arriving trom that remote part of the

_Province, it is a fair cause for your congidera—

tion. It the picture of baibuiity ‘which the hon.
member for Aunapolis hus drawn be true, then
there js so much the more reason for the House
dealing tenderly and gencrously with our people
Mr. Doyle—repudiated the charge of barbayity
as upplied o Cape Dreton, and ‘expressed the
warinth of his feelings towards the pevple | of
tht Istand.  Aspersions came with an ill-grace
from the wembers for Anuapolis—a county that
had more money expended on it than any other
in the Province—in fact it had been made a
garden at the expense ot the treasury. oo
Hon. Attorney Gen.—I did unot consider the
hon. member for Annapolis serious, but that: he
was indulging in a fancy sketch; for. everybody
knows that Cape Breton is far superior 10 Anin
napolis. (Laughier.) I
Hon. Atty. General presented the . petition of
Laughtan  McDougal, praying for aid to.a Way
Office. ‘ R [ I
My, Whitman presented a petition from. Anna-
gql‘;s, in favor of the Municipal Incorporation
e . S ,‘,"',“&“‘
| Mr, Wade,pregented, 4 petitions against“Mi
cipal Corposations Bill, which was o haye. pags:
2, Jas| : he house.had; at the last sgse
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cmplained that they had no notice whatever of
st until very recently, and then only a tew copics
were circulated. ~ 'The petitions were fiom
Bridgetown, 2. from Auanapolis and Clements, 2
from Wilmot, and one from Annapolis,
Supply~Road Vete,

Hon Financial Sec. moved that the house go
into Committee of Supply, which being agreed to
he moved that there be granted for the roxds
and bridges:~—

Cross roads . . £32,000
Great roads . . . 10,000
Special grants . . 3,000

In all . . £45,000

oMr. Killam, hefore assenting to this vole,
would like to hive some explanations as to the
revenues of the coontry &e.

Hon. Fin. Sec.—We do not expect so great a
revenue this year as last, because there must be a
talling off from the reduction of duties under our
Reciprocity Act,  T'hen again, ag regards ehip-
building, it appears there were more buiit i
1834 than in 1833; but not moure soid. DBut
with all probable reductions in our revenuve, we
can safely afford £45.000 for the s0ads, even if
the revenue do not eome up to the mark ol jast year.

Mr, Marshall approved ol the wanner in which
the vote was brought down. The hon. ¥in.
Secretary, like the Chanceltor of the Exchequer,
brought 1n his road voie, and o he leels gate m
propusing wso large an appropnation—and he
ghould Le acyuainted with what he is doing, tur
the responsibility will rest on him—1I shall not
complain.

Hon. Attorney General—At the opening ses-
sion o fthe preseut parliament the house granted
£32,500 {or the roud and biidge service; since
that period the revenue has hsen steadily jo-
creasing—increasing to a large, and to an extra~
ordinary extent; but we have thought it neither
wise nor prudent to ealeulate on an equal or
greater smount of revenue than was collecled fact
vear,  The Govermnzut, looking to the aetion of
New Brunswick ia withdrawing the daty from
molasses, consider that a fair question on that
puint may arise in the commirtee on Ways and
Means; as alsu the eduction of the 2§ per
cent, now levied on ship-huilding matesials.
Looking, then, to these circumstances, and the
expenses of keeping the muachmery of  Governs
ment in working ovder—together with the calls
we may expect on our Trearury for Ralway con-
strucrion, the Government believe that they have
noved a most liberal grant, beyond which they
are not dizposed to go, even to the exient of £1.

Mr. Whitman thought if the Government bad
good rearon to believe that the 1evenus would
equal that of last year, that the road grant might
be increased. e thoughe, however, that some
diminution pught be expecied in the sale of
Ceown Lands’; and it the Maine Liquor Law
pussed £20,000 would be at once tuken away
from (he revenue of last year.

Hon, dre. Folun—The hon, gentleman will
perceive that the graut has been increased by
£2000,

Mr, Wade—I expect, Mr. Chairnan, as a
supporter of the Government, that the hon Fin,
Secretary, who isa supporter of the Maine Li-
quer. Law, will come down here, and show 10
she honse how this £20,000 is to be made up.

Hon. Fin. Sec.~—~For my part, sir, I believe
that the peuple of this Province are so desirous
for the passage of that law, that they would hé
content to have the diminuation fall entirely on the
Road and Bridge grant;”and that -it Would even
then‘bea greatiguii to'the Provinee at flarge. "
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Mr. Wade—That is & very unsatisfactory an-
swer;{the countryw ill require ita roads and bridgea,

“Mr. T. Coffin thought the ansner very eatis-
factory; he was of opinion that i( the Maine Li-
quor Law drd pass, the money applied to its im.
portation would be employed in importing sumex
thing more serviceable that pays a duty.

Hon. W. A Henry—I( you take awny the sti
mulus the importation of necessaries will very
likely decrease with it. ‘ ’

Mr. Esson—What is the hon. gentleman go-
ing to import: every necessary acticle required
for the support of our people }s now imported in
abundance; and T think the hon. Financial Se-
cretary is bound to exhibit, by a practical caleu-
lotion, the elements from which he expects to
supply the deficiency which the introduction o
that law will create.

Mr. Wier—Their is no need of extra impor-
tation of necessaries; every body gets as much
as they requive. But pass the Maine Liguor
Law and will you prevent diinking? I do not
believe it.  The caly difference ix, that while
the people of the Province now obtain their Li-
guor by paying for it, then they will get it with.
cut pay. This law, gir, is on its last legs; sup-
ported only by a section—who think by combins
ing theiy forces, to turn the seale w1 elections.

Hon. Mr. tlowe—~Tlis s the road vole; set~
e it first.

fion. Mr. Fulton—I disagree with hon. gen-
t'emen thal every persun is supplied with the ne-
cessaries they require; and I need not go fur-
ther than Halifax to prove the fact.

Hon. Mr. Doyle helieved thut the enthugiasts
for this law were doing mo:e to injure 1t 1han its
most hitter opponent; it had un bearing on the
present debate, and shou'd net have been intro-
duced here.

Mr. Archiball—The rea! enthusiasts are
those who have brought en the discussion; we
did not court it; the advocates of the Maine Law
did no:refer to it until hon. gentlemen who op-
pose it attempted to show that the law  would
operate to decrease the revenue.

Hon. Mr. Doyle—¥e who first cams forwaed
the advocate of temperance, and led millions to
the altar, asked for nu law, required no etatute
to enforce its adeptioa,

My Killano—1If the house is disposed to take
such an explaoation as that furnished by the hon.
Fin, Sec, it must be that the friends of the
Government are in possession of infvrination
with which those not in then confidence are un-
acquainted. I wigh i0 prove tuthe houre that
we ehould be perfectly sale in granting  £60,000,
without endangering any bianch of the public
service. Therevenue derived from the Excire
department iast year amounted to £130,000;
supposing 2 decreage this vear of £10,000 there
will be lelt £120,000, which, in addition 10 the
413,080 in the U'reasury ut the end of the year,
mahes £131,000. The ordinary Legislative ap-
propriation smounts to £71,000; lewsvng about
160,000, which 1 think should be appropriated
to the road and bridge service. This sum [
think, can easily be rpared; more especinily
when we reflect that extensive preparations we
teing made to vaise A larger umount of coal, and
that we- have 8:ill ‘the £80,000 surplus revente
of iast year to fall back upon—together with thi
1ssue of Provineial paper, which I suppuse i3 ini-
tended to -furnish a - livtle spare change for the
government. ¥ do not-believe the railway was'
ever to be constructed at.governdieat. eXpenses
all required of the house last session was; FUSAE. .
Ahe Legisiature-should provide the interest:on th
suui expended,. ©.¢ T T
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hon. gentleman from . Yarmouth to be a re-
gular Yarmouth man ; his speech of to-day
has somewhat undeceived me. The Yar-
mouth sailor always looks cut for a storm ;
the hon. gentleman docs not seem willing to
pursue that course.. He well knows that
there is & storm gathering on our commercial
horizon ; no merchant buys this year to the
same extent as he did last, or engagesin
speculations as large. Therefore, Sir, the
QGovernment with wise caution have moved 2
large, but not an exorbitant road grant—
such o grant I believe will meet the require-
ments of this Country. ‘

Hon. Attorney General.—There was on
idea thrown out by the hon. and learned
member for Yarmouth deserving reply. He
gnys the money required for the Road and
Bridge Service must not be taken for the
Railway ; that, Sir, is a delusion—there is
not & syllable in the Acts of last Session sepe-
rating the Railway Funds from the gencral
Revenue of this Province. This Legislature
undertook to construct the Railway as a pub-
lic work—with the public funds as they
should be granted and when required. Sir,
I feel that in moving £45,000 for the Road
and Bridge service the Government have act-
ed with liberality and with discretion ; with
the Lunatic Asylum, St. Peter’s Canal, and
the Railway ; with a revenue which must be
reduced in consequence of the duties whick
have heen struck off many articles of impor
to obtain the blessings of reciprocity for our
Country—under all these circumstances the
ttovernment have thought themselves justi-
fied in increasing the grant for the Road and
Bridge service by £2,000. Sir, while they
have done this, their energies have heen di-
rected to sustaining the public credit of the
Province ; and I hope the day may never
come when the Debentures of this Provinoe
will not find a market at Par, or an order or
the Treasury of Nova Scotia, be not equal to
cash., 8ir, I have been in this Legislature
when the road grant only amounted to £8000.
Shall we then be told when the munificent
saum of £45,000 is granted—that it is not
sufficient ;- the hon. and learned member fer
Yarmouth has suddenly acquired an affection
for the Road service most unaccountable,~
what has imbued him with this ardent at-
tachment I leave to the House to determins.
The Government have decided on their course
—and they are not at all prepared to extend
the grant.

Mr. Marshall —I hope I don’t rightly un-
dlerstand the hon. and learned . Attorney
General—that the Government have the
power to appropriate the whole Revenue
of this .Province to Railway expenditures.
Who announces that doctrine? .

Hon. Attorney General.—Not 1.

Mr. Murshall—That would certainly be
vather fust ; the hon. member for Yarmouth
is right, andI am glad he has made the mo-
“tion for such an insidicus doctrine should not
be infroduced  without its being - carefully

3”.‘}‘!‘1%1, tjjmt” ,;h{*{»ﬁ _once ‘go abrosd ‘a8 ‘ﬁijilig;ﬂouﬁsé,ﬁwoul vuncl;erﬁrlg.x;'d‘ ‘ye I
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- Mr. MoLel'sn.—1 slways ‘Vco‘ idered, the .

mpjority at, the | next, election.  Ne
8ir, no government daré announce’ and -$ixp-
port'such a principle openly ; they may on-

tertain the sentiment in secret, but it ‘weuld .

be political suicide in them to avow it.

Mr. Wade recollected very well that at the

extra Session of the Assembly the hon. mem-
ber for Guysborgugh promised to withdraw
all opposition from the Railroad—bis present
observations did not afford any good proof
that he was adherin g to his ‘promise; ‘As te
the motion now made by the hon. member
for 'Yarmouth, he looked upon it as carrying
out the views of the organ which expresséd
the opinions of Yarmouth, in which he has
seen a deoisien lately that the Railroad ought
to be made by direct taxation. The resolu-
tion introduced by the hon. member for Yar-
mouth was like that of last year, nothing
more than a %ife, and the people could easily
deteet the cheat, if any member desired te
asperse another on the ground of veting
against the larger sum for Roads. The truth
i3 that £45,000 is a larger sum than ever
was voted hefore for Roads and Bridges—it
was as much ag the Province could afford,
and he could go among the people, of Clare
and Yarmouth, and explain this matter per~
fectly to their satisfaction. ‘

Mr, Zwicker would be glad to take all we
could get, £60,000 or £65,000 if wecould ges
it; but he was glad to have the 45,000; if we
could get no more. .

Mr. Whitman spoke in favor of the larger
grant, if it could be had without running tke
Province in debt. ‘

Mr. Wier would give the Roads as mush
money as they wanted ; and when that ser-
vice was provided for, why ghould not the
rest go on the Rauilway instead of ourborrow.
ing money at interest. He heard gentlemen
in the United States express their perfect as-
tonishment at the sums expended in. thisooun-
try on roads and bridges. There are some
members I know that would take all they
could get and want more—if they got £100,-
000 this year,they,would want £200,000 next.

Mr. Smith said it was very well for gentle.
men in the city to talk—they would be very
glad to spend all the money in and around
Hailifax. The people of the country were al-
ready afraid that their road and school money
would be withdrawn from them by, ‘the Rail-

road, and if these apprehensions could be. re-
lieved by a larger vote than £45,000, he

would be glad of it. If not, he would be hap~
py to support it, and trusted the amount
would continue as large if not larger in sub-
sequent years, o ‘ o
Mr. Wier replied, and after some conversa-
sion rather beside the matter at issue, ' .
Mr. Esson considered that the Government
had brought down a fair.sum, and he would
give it his cordial support. .
Hon. Joseph Howe said that the only Gues-
tion that seemed to him to arise on this mat-
ter was that raised by the Hon. Member, for
.Guysborough, as to, the’ Government ex%%i.
ing Public Money’s oh. the Railway., . Now,

@thg't BVery:fitm . -
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why should not the Government make use of
it on the Railway instead of borrowing money.

Hon. Sol. General.—I put it to honorble
members all round—suppose every sum voted
last session had been paid oft in August last,
and £30,000 remained, and some of that was
required for the Railway ; ought the Province
to pay interest on Debentuves and leave this
money dead in the Treasury, or use the
money and save the interest ? It was a vory
simple question, and easily answered,

Mr. Killam.—If the Government had the
power to go into the Treasury and take a
small sum of money, they had a right to take
it all. The Railway Bills were of a totally
different character—they provided that money
should be borrowed in certain ways for the
Railway, and it was no argument tosay there
was moncy in the Treasury as an excuse for
their use of it.  This Legislature ought to
have the exclusive appropristion of this
Revenue. £60,000 was a2 small sum for the
road mone y for the Counties—£3,000 would
be no great sum to provide for Bridges car-
ried away by the late freshets ; and he took

_the explanation ¢f the Hon. member for Cun-
berland and the Hon. Solicitor General to he
correct that the money taken from the Trea-
sury for the Railroad was mercly borrowed,
and was to be paid back. Let it then be paid
back, and then we shall have plenty ofmoney
in the Treasury to vote the £00,000. He
contended that the accounts for the Railway
and of the Province should be kept cntirely
separate. IHe wished themembers of Govern-
ment to take the night to consider whether
they had not made o mistake in a figure. As
for the St. Peter’s Canal he was told it was a
humbug, and as for the Lunatic Asylum, if
it made no more progress than it had last
year, there was not much danger of that
going on.  If the Government would not re-
eonsider the matier, he would be compelled
to divide the House.

Hon. J. W. Johnston was not in when the
debate opened, but he certainly thought that
‘with an increase in the revenue of £30,000, a
considerable addition ought to be given to the
Road vote. He deprecated the placing of the
Railway in opposition to the General Road
service of the Country. Every man in the
Country felt the benefit of the general Road
money—opening communications, stimulating
Andustry, and carrying oat great improve-
ments which the people had in hand to bring
together settlements which heretofore were
anknown to each other. The hon member for
Cape Breton had the other day mentioned one
of these; where by a single Bridge, 100 miles
v travel could he saved.

Mr. Annand said that the hon. member for
Annapolis seemed to be under a misappre-
‘hension ; but he was not to blame for it, as
he was not in at the opening of the' debate.
It was no member on this side of the House
that raised an invidious antagonism between
the Railway and cther roads, but the hon.
member for Yarmouth,who, without proof of

~eur ability to afford it, asked us fo grant

“£60,000." Now it was the dutyof the Hotse,

‘while grantitg- all that'was prddent;: to’ re-
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“#0 that something might be left for the new
House which was to follow this.

Mr. Fulton.—The hen. member’s argu-
ments are strangely inconsistent with his
srguments last year. He then argued, and
induced many people to believe, that if the
Railway Bills were passed, our Road and
School money would be annihilated. In mov-
ing £60,000 therefore he was either under a
strange mistake, or must have been under a
great delusion last Session. The Railway had
now gone on for a year and now the Govern-
ment moved an inereased sum for Roads and
Bridges, while the School money ofthe Coun-
try was as safe asever. It would be as well
for the Country to understand this, and he
believed that year by year as the Railway
went on, the Road and School money would
increase.

Mr. Killam explained that he should no
longer oppose the Railway, but wished it to be
carried on under the Bills that were passed
for that purpose.

Hon. Joseph Howe explained that when the
Railway Board wantel money, they drew on
the Recciver General, and did not enquire
where he got it from ; the moncy was depo-
gsited in the Bank and drawn as required.
Now, the main difficulty seemed to be that
we were in the position of the man who had
so much money, he did not know what to do
with it.—(Laughter). He certainly thought
the Government were sufficiently bold in
eoming down to ask for so large a sum ; and
while there was a surplus in the Treasury,
he doubted whether it would be the part of
& prudent Government to horrow at interest.

Mr. Marshall replied generally to argu-
ments used. He maintained that all that
should be taken from the Treasury was the
interest deficient for the Railway. He was
quite surprised to hear that £30,000 had
been taken out of the Treasury ; contrary to
the assurance given last year when the Rail-
road Bills were on the table. If one sum
was so taken, so could successive sums, until
we at last should have what we g0 much de-
precated last Sesssion——the invasion of our
Road and School money—the spending of
fands which were intended for the improve-
ment of the whole Country, on s Railroad
running through only one section. He
thought it would be better if the subject lay
over till the morning. e deprecated the
wixing up of the Railroad question with the
Road vote.

Mr. Aunnand—The hon. member seems to be
under a misapprehension. 1t was not any mem-
ber uf Government that ‘mixed up the Railway
with h(‘nis question, but the hon. member for Yar
moeth. '

Hon. Attorney Gen.—It is the fixed constitu.
tional principle of thig house that no’ money shall
be drawn from: the Treasury except: by thie vote'
of thix house, except in case ot great emergency,
for which the Government must be 1esponsible to
and must be borne out by, this house. - Ifthe
Railroud *_bud never been uudestaken, . the
amoust now moved for Roads and Bridges wobld .
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of the Governmert to prosecule that work vigor—
ously; and as to the Lunatic Asylum, ifany man
iv doubtful of its "imperative necessity, let him
pay A visit to the poor house in this. city, where
be will find the rather. discreditable spectacle of
60 of these poor.creatures, bereft of reason; with-
out 2 suitable place to dwell in, or proper per-
sons to take care of them. That work, there-
fure, sir, must be prosecuted at once; and the
Government are prepared to go on with it this
present year. Asregards the money drawn from
the Treasury it has only been by way of loan, to
he repaid whenever the vote of this house shall
demund it, and if it he necessary to pay any part
of this £45,000, it shall be done.  That sum,
however, is the largest that cun be gives, nav-
ing in view the necessity of keeping the credit of
the Province at the highest point. In proposing
this sum, the Government is neither falling short
of its duty, nor indulging in extravagance. It is
a aimple question, sir, and there is no reason, it
we are 10 have a division, that it should not be
decided on to-night.

Mr. S, Chipman—It would be ridiculous to
waslg another duy on it.  Let us divide.

Mr. Marshall—1 am happy that this is nota

lost debate for the country, and therefore let unt -

the hon.  Attorney General attempt to stifle the
opinions of so humble an individoal as myself.
We have now the important wnnnuncement by
the first Crown Officer that the Constitution of
this covutry is based on the principle that not a
peuad should be drawn from the 'I'easury with-
outthe vote of this honse; and sy, if that be the
Constitation of the country, how comes it that
the Government dured to withdraw £30,000
fiom the Treasury in defiance of 1he principle
just declared?  Notwithstanding the difference
hetween the professions snd the practice of the
Government, I am glad to bear that the St, Pe-
ter’s Canal is going on, and that no reduction
will be made in the grants for the road servicef
and the education of our people.

Hon. Mr. Johnston agreed that the point
Just raijsed was very important. IIe had
beeh perfectly astonished at the remarks of
the hon. member for Cumberland, [Mr
Fulton}—which were as applicable to himself
a8 to the hon. member for Yarmouth.
has spoken as if we predicated the failure of
the Railway, and the absorption of our road
and school monies during the past year. No-
thing could have been farther from our
thoughts. No one could have predicated dis-
asters frem the first year’s expenditure, nor
perhaps the second. But after two or three
year’s progress, and the expenditure of some
hundreds of thousands of pounds of borrow-
ed money, we may then look for a crisis. I
trust the work may go on, and that our.fears
may not be realised; but cannot pass with-
out correcting the ‘misrepresentations ‘of the
hon. meraber for Cumberland.

Mr. McLellan—The reason why we hedr
these corplaints about the Railway is be-
cause both sides of the house do not work in
the same breechen.
this—they are up to'snuff. (Laughtery

Hon. Atty..General—The hon. meémber for

 Guysborough will find, on logking at the
Railway laws, that - there is ho clausé res-
lrainitig  the, .Govern:
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monies on the Railroad, ezéept borrowed i
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"After somie furthe¥ don¥ersation, the ques-
tion wss, put.and decided - agginst Mr. Kill-
ams’ amendment, 32t0 14. .
‘ Petitions. o
“Mr. McQueen presented -iwa petitians—one

rom Antigonish and from the Township. of Tra-
cadie, praying, that. no. alteration shonid, take
place in tae.convevarce of mails and passengers.

Mr. Shaw piesented a. petition on bebalf of
the inhabitants of ¢ Hebfon * in the county of
Yarmouth, praying for an increase of salary aa
Way officer. ‘ o

~The hon. J. Howe asked leave to present a
petition, signed by the Rev. Mr. Hannana,
Administrator of the diocese of Halifax, “the
Rev. James Kennedy, Parish Priest of Her-
ring Cove, and six other Clergymen of the
Catholic Church, setting forth that all the In-
dians in this Province are members of that
Church ; that the Indians of Shubenacadio
own a tract of 2000 acres of land, on which s
Church and several other substantial build.
ings havebeen erected—that the Indian Chief
and o number of families reside on this land,
and that, both from the advantages of the-si-
tuation, and' the natural connection of this
Church with the Indians, it was desirable to
establish there a school for the benéfit of the
aborigines. I have much pleasure in present~
ing this petition. There is another upon the
table signed by some Protestant Clergymen,
who are at last beginning to bestir themselves
to improve the Micmacs. I wish them every
success, but I cannot forget that' for ‘more

‘than two centuries the Indians of this coun-

try have had no religious teachers .but the
Catholic Clergy. All that the Micmac krioWs
of Revelation these gentlemen have taughts
all the sacraments by which 'he has ‘besn
strengthened they have administered, A
Protestant Missionary has recently studied
the Micmac language, but' there never’ has
been & period when some Catholic Clergyman
could not convey instruction'to thess poor
people in their native tongue, “The prayer:of

‘this petition appears then to me to- be very

reasonable, and ['have great pleasure in:pre-
senting it, and moving that it be referred to
the Committee on Education. CoL
Mr. Doyle said, if any member of the ¢oun.
ty of Digby, or thetownship of Clare are pre-
sent, they will remember the late Abbe" e~
goyne. He himself prepared an Indian gram- -
mar, possessing a perfect knowledge of. the
language, and had long been in- the habit of
administering spiritual consolation to the peo-
ple in their own - tonue. ' I remember. .some
years'ago hearing a glowing-eulogy prefroun.
ced upon him by the present Mr. JustisééHn.
liburton. X feel much gratification, sir; in |
supporting the prayer ofthis petition, .- . . -
The metion passed to refer the petition ¢a
Committee on Education. - R
‘The house adjourned. Co
* ReporrEns’ Norn.—-On the presentation et
a petition by’ the “Hon: Joseph ' Howe, " from
Mire, Cape’ Bréton, praying”some’ gonsidarh.
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‘  WEDNESDAY, Feb. 14, 1855.
Annapolis Road Commissioneérs.

Hon. J. W. Johnston said—I am desirous
of bringing to the notice of the House a sub-
ject of some importance and more particu-
larly to the members for Annapolis. It will
beé in the recollection of hon. members, inthe
eary part of the session, that I asked the
members of the Government to lay on the
table certain papers, with a view to shew to
the House the persons who had been recom-
mended by the members for road commis-
sioners, but had been superseded ; and I find
on referecne to the return that the mombers
for Annapolis are the only parties whose re-
commendations have been passed over. It ig
rather singular that the lists which have heen
laid on the table areincomplete, as I find that
the names of four persons nominated for the
eounty, and passed over, have been omitted.
Now, sir, I take it that the system of read
sppropriation is completely established by
the practice of Parliament. After the grant
for the general road service by the House,
and its apportionment among the various
counties, it becomes the duty of members to
distribute it according to the necessities of
the various localities. Iu conjunction with
these duties, the members are also required
to reconmend commissioners. This practice,
initiated, wisely, I presume, in the necessi-
ties of the country, has grown into a usage ;
a Parliamentary usage equally binding as
though o law had been specifically passed
ordaining the eustom. It often happens that
a service is anticipated or made necessary by
some contingency ; a bridge is to be erected,
a road to be repsired—this is done by the
member, but only on hig authority to make
these appropriations,

(The hon.gentleman here, inillustration,re-
ferred to two requisitions received from some
of his constituents,setting forth thatimmediate
. provision was necessary to build bridges.)

Under these circumstances, sir, I shall
ask the House to comsider the position of a
member, who, after he has made his road
appropriations, and handed them in, with a

. recommendation for the appointment of com-
missioners, finds those recommendations dis-
regarded, and other persons appointed in the
stead of those nominated by him. IHe does
not volunteer these recommendations ; his
duty, as the representative of a constituency,
demands that he should nominate them.—
Now, sir, I put it to the feelings and the judg-

. ment of the Legislature whetter any man
would trouble himself to seek out the best
men, and make these nominations, if the
Government, his political opponents, treated
them as nullities, and superseded those whom
he had proposed ? DBut this power has been
vested in the hands of the people’s represen-
tatives wisely ; coming from the spot—ac-
quainted with almost every man in their res-

_ pective counties—aware of their capabilities

. and characters—they are the best judges as

" to whom are or are not fitted to be entrusted

-, with the expenditure of the public funds.—
. These miqciflés 1 hold to be undetizhly

J¥rue.; In violstion of them;, howevery it ap-
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égrs, from the return farnished by th,é‘H“on.: |

rovincial Secretary, that fifteen persons
were recommended by the members for An
napolisand superseded. In addition to these,
as I have before stated, there are four others
who were similarly treated, and whose names
have been omitted from this list,
(The hon, gentleman read the list, as fol-
lows :)
LIST RETURNED BY THE GOVERNMENT.

County of Annapolis.

Recommended by  the .
members and super- Appointment by ‘the. Gor-
seded. ernment, NZ :
Wm. Webber, £20 0 { Dennis Cronan,
Jacob Bogart, 20 0 | Michael Anthony,
John MoColl, 10 0 | John Woodworth,
John Mills, 15 0 | Robert Mills, Sonr.
George Wade, 15 0| Job Wade,
James Miller, 20 O | Hzra ¥oster,
Stepben Foster, 10 0 [ James Mitchell,
Beny. Rumsey, 7 10 | Benjarain Miller,
Jaus. H. Thorne,*30 9 | Abner Saunders,
James Langley, 15 0| Wm. Carlten,
Jacob Kempton, 756 € | John Muaro,
John Hannan, 156 O { John Murray,
James Todd, 15 0 | William 1. Bevson,
Fredk. Langley, 15 0 | William V. Morse,
Samuel Swiit, 20 0 { Chas. Restene.

XOT RETURNED BY THE GO VERNMENT.
Thomas Chute, £12 10 | Nathan Randasll,
Theodore Hill, 25 0 | Elliott Sprout,
Green Munro, 10 0 | Isanc Marshall,
Thomas Brown, 10 0 | Charles Cieveland.

£360 0

The hon. gentleman then analysed the list
comparing the persons nominated by the
members and those appointed by the Govern.
ment ; shewing that in some instances per.
sons had been substituted for the former, who
resided twelve miles from the locality in
which the money was to he expended ; and
that the nominecs of the Government were
in no case more competent to perform the
duty.

In Maitland, Alfred Munro was recom-
mended by the members to expend £100, and
Jacob Kempton £75. The Government su-
perseded Mr. Kempton, and gave John Mun
ro the £75 to lay out, being the brother of
Alfred.

Mr. James Thorne was recommended to
lay out £30 on a new rond, in which he is
interested as owning a mill en it. The pre-
vious year he was Commissioner, and em-
ployed two of the Settlers to lay out the mo-
ney, allowing them the commissions, and
under hig superintendence, the money was
1aid out to great advantage. The Govern-

ment, in 1854, superseded Mr. Thorne, and .

appointed Abner Saunders, living on the .

main road to Nictau, twelve miles from the
place, and having no interest in the Settle-
ment.

John Hannan, an active and intelligent
young man, was recommended to expend £15
on the Dalhousie road, west of the Liverpool

superseded him by John Merry, who 'ié“é};ﬁw
ﬁosggl, to be the person. of thit name wh
ves in. Albany, . A gettloment. havid

( He is a son of one of the old settlers
resident in Dulhousie, and the Government .
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eonnexion ' with west Dalhousie, and many

miles distant.

James Todd, one of those ;who‘ﬁlt‘ét . sei‘;iied‘

in Dalhousie, and bore many a hard burden
in its early days, was recommended to ex-
pend £15 in his own district. He was suspe-
seded by William T. Benson comparatively
new comer.

Fredk. Langley was recommended to ex-
pend £15 on the Morse road, where he re-
sides, and was superseded by William V.
Psorse, who lives on the post road to Nic-
tau. -

Saml. Swift was recommended to expend
£20 on the Morse road, where he lives, and
was superseded by Charles Restene, who had
sold out at Annapolis, and was residing in a
temporary residence until he could get pos-
session in Cornwallis, where he had pur-
chased.

James Langley had £15 to expend near
where he lives, and was superseded by Wm.
Carlton, who was brought frgm the post road
heyond him.

Wm. Webber was superseded by Dennis
Cronean, Webber lives on the road; while
Cronean lives at least one mile to the east-
ward.

Jacob Bogart was superseded by Michael
Anthony. Mr. Bogart, an old Commissioner
who lives in the neighborhood of the road,
and therefore fecls interested in it, and knew
where best to expend it. Mr, Anthony lives
two miles below.

John McCall was superseded by John
Woodworth. Mr. McCall lives next the
bridge. Mr. Waodworth’s exact place of
residence not known.

John Mills was superseded by Robert Mills
Senr. Mr. John Mills lives next below the
road ; while Mr. Robert Mills lives half &
mile below.

George Wade was seperseded by John Wade.
Mr. George Wade lives on the road, Mr.
Job Wade lives a mile off, on the post road.

James Miller was superseded by Ezra Fos-
ter. Mr. Miller lives on the road, Mr. Fos-
ter lives one mile off, on the post road.

Steven Foster was superseded by James
Mitchell. Both live on the road. :

Benjamin Rumsey was superseded by Ben-
jamin Miller. Mr. Rumsey lives on the road.
Mz, Miller lives over a mile off,

Thomas Chute was superseded by Nathan
Randall. Mr. Chute lives on the road. ' Mr.
Randall lives in Bridgewater, .

Theodore Hill was superseded by Elliott
Sprout. Mr. Hill lives next the Bridge. Mr.
Sprout one mile off. -

Green Munro was superseded by Isaac
Marshall, Mr. Munro lives next the road.
Mr. Marshall half a mile off, ’

Thomas Brown was superseded by Charles
Cleveland. Mr. Brown is next the road.—-
Mr. Cleveland his next neighbar.

It will appear, sir, from this statement—
that my hon. friend from the township
Granville seems to have been .more partic: "
larly aimed at ; and I am fully justified: -
guying that from the.rancorois feeling - wWhiie:

diotated, some of sthese: ohanges's the’ sotira®!

th

from' whence - the go ed
o 5\4 S T

15 ot wi

ROAD COMMISSTONERS: &

information is apparent. ' The government,
has played but a . very. subordinate part,:
they have been but the panders .to the.low
and base feelings of those in the county of
Annapolis—whose personal prejudices and
enmities have been gratified by the  indigni
ties heaped on these superceded Commission~
ers. IfI chose, sir, I could draw up the veil
which hides these mysterious proceedings. I
now ask were these selections made  with 'the, .
approval of the Governor and the consent of
all his Councillors ? Has this been the sub-
ject of grave deliberation ?  No, sir, it i the.
work of a small nest of unclean birds, ... We,
who are responsible for this duty have been
passed over—we have been placed in a false:
position—our recommendations, which should:
have been equivalent to appointments, have.
not been respected ; and we have been de-
prived of power while the responsibility still”
vests upon us. Thisis a point, sir, which
not only touches us but every member of
this house. It is mortifying for us at this’
moment to be under doubt as to what we
shall do as regards this year’s Road money.,
We know not whether to assume. recommene
dations as ourduty, and subject ourselves to
insult as members of this House—have. our
feelings outraged. as gentlemen, and our
friends in the Country treated withcontume-
ly and contempt. This change of policy,
never took place before the year 1849, after
the Liberal Government came into power.,
The act at that time was not justiﬁeg, and, -
the principle having been abandoned, should
not have been revised again on the eve.of s,
General Election. Cases may occur whers
the members of a County cannot agree ; the
interference of the government in such, cages
may be all right; I should not complain of
it. DBut I recollect how indignant the Jaté,
Mr. Huntington was on an interference 'of:
this sert. He and the hon. member for,
Argyle had made certain recommendations
for the expenditure of road money in that
township, which was in his County, and when
Mr. Ryder went home, he sent a counter.res,
commendation to the government, which
was approved of. That hon. gentleman held,
this as an offence on my part as long as he.
lived—and in spite of my expostulations ;.
showing how distastefal this interference on
the part of the government is viewed by mem-.
bers of the House, who have been in the habit. -
of making these appointments. I beg, sir,,
to move the following resolutions tm, ' 'y
Whereas,—Nineteen persons, resident ii the
County of Annapolis, whom at the last Sésiicn
the three members from that County united ip
recommending as road Comwmisgioners, ‘ware
superseded and others substituted, by'the Prox
vincial Government,  without any’ ¢ommunisay
tion with the mémbers from the County. = And'
whereas the-rocommendation of : no other mem.
bers of this House were subjected to- similgr :in/
digniby ; ... oo o e
Resolved,—That . the. duty - thus_ interfered
tith, is one which is:imposed on the members ofs
his"Hoase by long_ established:.usage, and. for, .
Lio exercise of whioh the members . from the
Counlty ‘of Annapolis.are constitationslly Fedpon- .
sible'to the eonstitueney of that Couti £ *;‘@%aﬁ%,p -
s s e ek aonitVe GOviriondit s iBf
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vice and ageney of personsin the County, prob-
ably, sec¢ret and unknown, and ‘certainly unau-
thorised by, and irresponsible to the people. '

. Aind - Resolved,—That by the'course pursied in
this instanco, the Provineial Government have
taken occasion from the posession of the execu-
tive power, with which they happen to be clo-
thed, to offer an invidious insult to the members
for the County of Annapolis, and thro’ them to
the County they represented; and have treated
with unmerited disrespect, the individuals who
after having received the accustomed recom-
mendation were displaced.

" That if this precedent shall be adopted, the
members for other Counties, besides those now
selécted; may in their turn suffer under liko af
fronts and be placed in a situation requiring
them to choose between the alternatives of de-
clining to perform necessary duty of their of-
fice, .or of incurring in its performance, the risk
of treatment as inconsistent with the indepen.
dence of their official position, as revolting to
their standing as gentlemen.

And lastly resolved,— That the system of road
appropriations by members in this House, is so
connected with their recommendation of the
Commissioners, that the policy adopted by the
Government, cannot be long acted upon without
impairing the efficiency of the system, under
which the road serviee is conducted, and endan-
gering the improvement of the Country, in an
essential element of its prosperity and progress.

After some explanations between the hon.
Provineial Secretary and hon. Mr, Johnston,
Hon. Attorney General said—TIt is right to
call the attention of the House, first to the
circumstances under which this matter is sub-
mitted to the House, and secondly to the
wmanner in which it is brought here. It was
only a few days ago that the hon. and learned
member for Annapolis asked for a list of
parties superseded and those who were put
in their places. We have had nonotice what-
ever of his intention to raise this debate.—
Then I asked him to lay his resclution on
the table for a day or two. I considered that
I'made a request to which he should have at
once consented. With characteristic temper
nowever, the hon. and learned gentleman has
availed himself of his extreme privilege, and
thrust the matter on our immediate consider-
ation. 1 did not desire this, because I am
waiting for returns from the County of An-
_uapolis which may place the matter in o dif-
ferent light from that which may now beam
upon it. The hon. gentleman has brought
forward charges and insinuations against
men of whom I know nothing, and of course
I cannot reply to him. The alterations he
speaks of were the act of the Executive Go-
vernment ; and when they were made, the
Government were prepared for this discussion
—~not in the sudden way in which it has
been introduced, but we were ready to under-
take a substantial defence. The aspersions
‘on gentlemen appointed by the Government,
I shall not attexmpt to answer. . I consider the
language employed grossly indecent——vulgar
~low. I could use such expressions towards
the hon #nd learned gentleman for Annapo-
lis; but'l consider it beneath nie to do so.
Now, Sir, let me ask if Annapolis is the only
County represented by "Conservative mem-
Bess ! - No—Lunenburg, Quden’s, and Pictou

are inthe same position. But what did we
find as regards Annapolis? I will tell:you
presently ; but let me first discuss the prin-
gsiple here contended for. Is this House go-
ing to passa resolution which aims at the
very foundation of Responsible Government?
The recommendation by members i3 o mere
matter of convenience. Does any man say
that the appointment of these Commissioners,
as of all other Government officers, does not
of right belong to the Government? That
cannot be disputed. We have, therefore, not
touched the principle. We have not touched
Queen’s, Lunenburg or Pictou; but I, of
one, will never surrender the right of the
Government to make these appointments.
The road money for the County of Annapolis
amounted to £2086. For the expenditureof:
this there were 148 Road Commissioners.
We have taken the liberty of appointing 186

out of the 148—that is, we have, in accord~

ance with our own right appointed about one-
tenth of the Commissioners, and given them
the expenditure of £302, which is about one-
seventh of the whole expenditure for the
County. So that the House will perceive, we
have not pressed the matter to any excessive
extent. In 1850, the Government of the day
found it necessary to protect its friendsin
different Counties who had been trampled on;
and whom the Government of that day as
well 8s of this day_were determined should
be trampled on no longer. In King’s the
removals amounted to 30 ; Cumberland and
Windsor has since been happily redeemed ;
and if Annapolis has been dealt with differ-
ently,it is because the hon. member for that
County has not improved in temper as the
snows of age fall upon his brow. The lan-
guage he has used, I have no words to an-
swer. They are unworthy of notice from me
either as a member of this House or a man—
or as the associate in the Government of gen-
tlemen who are inferior to nonein Nova Scotia.
Sir, I do not see what the hon. and learned
gentleman has so bitterly to complain of.
My late brother George represented the
county of Pictou for 4 years. Unbappily he
was associated with two Conservatives—
Messrs. Holmes and Blackador. He told us
on the floor of this House, that, representing
as he did the intelligent, cultivated, and in-
dependent Liberals of that county, he had
not influence enough to appoint any officer—
and was not consulted in the nomination of
Road Commissioners. We, Sir, have not at-
tempted to continue that practice—we have
never exercised it, except in most extreme
cases, such as this. How stands the matter
as regards the county of Annapolis? There
is a large minority attached to the Liberal
cause in the township of Granville ; the last
election was contested by Liberal and Con-
servative, so that we may fairly presume the
people were nearly divided, and yet we find:
the Liberals in that township almost entirely
proscribed. Why, Sir, two years ago, out
of 210 Road Commissioners for Annapolis;
but 4 were liberals, Way this .to -be toleras .
ted? Were our friends to be proscribed and

- ingulted }—for ¢ insulted **'is the word.ased:

by the:opposite side ; and can-the hon: @nd .
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léarned member from Annapolis hope' 6 T,
& resolution, committing & _majority .of this
Legislature to an act of gross' injustice? * The

hon. member, for' Granville' (Mr. *Thorae;) -

well knows that though politically opposed to
him, I would no more wound his feelings,
than I would those of my warmest friend in
this House. But the Government ascertain-
ed that these 15 or 19 Commissioners who
were substituted for as many others, were
men of business habits, and unassilable in
character ; and it is no sound argument to
say that we had not a right to restore, to
this moderate extent, the balance'of equality
" in favor of the Liberals of Annapolis. Itis
enough that after careful enquiry, we found
that the men selected were capable of per-
forming the duty sssigned to them ; and
these gentlemen were not selected with the
party motives which have been imputed to
us, Sir, the Government must occasionally
vindicate its own authority ; and if’ the mea«
sure meted out to Aunapolis has not been
applied to Queen’s, Lunenburg or Pictou, it
has been because the members of these coun-
ties have not shown the same disposition to
prosoribe those who differ from them in poli-
tical opinion ; otherwise we should not hesi-
tate to apply the same remedy. For, Sir, I
would be ashamed to belong to a Goverment
that would fail to vindicate its own honour,
by shielding a minority in any county from
geing‘insﬁlted and trampled o by its mem-
ers.

Mr. Thorne replied as regards the town-
ship of Granville that out of 31 Commis-
sions recommended, of whom 4 were liberals,
the Government had superseded 12, which
gave the liberals 16 out of the 81—nothwith-
standing the fact that three-fourths of the
township had voted for him at the last elec-
tion. ‘

Hon. J. W. Johnston would offer a few ex-
planations ; for he always felt it a duty to
unkennel the Attorney General, whenever he
sought to burrow under ground. Now the
hon. gentleman had spoken of his brother
George. But his brother George was not the
only member for Pictou ; nor could the At
torney General state that any recommenda~
~ tion he ever had a right to make was ever
pasged over. It was not a parallel case. He
was not the recommending power for the
gounty of Pictou ; but the members for the
county of Annapolis were, and they were
responsible for the exercise of it to their con-
gtituents. He 'maintained, therefore, that
no government had the power to supersede a-
commissioner recommended by the members,
who were held to be responsible by th% peo-
ple. The learned member shielded himself
under false grounds, and with ribald lan-
guage, from the consequences of this act,
and referred to the acts of the previous Gov-
ernment as & justification.. Did the Attor-

ney General ever find that Government mak.
* ing such a change as he did in the Prothono-
tariship of Inverness, where the Attorney

_General had himself been condemned by the ‘ county:are
‘téinly the moat competent, bit ‘are’theytine

segsions of the county ? Hon. Mr, Johnston

eontinied to derounice the act of sunetseding:
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Yt ly n."s‘:}f,‘:-,‘w;;}i LC;"“J v Lo ‘ .7 Lo
arry [Rosd Odiditissionors in Annapolis. Let &l

hon. gentleman be content with the legiti-

“inate’exercis’of His fanstions.: ‘He-had -now

tlie -privilege “every'day i of: appointing new
offiders i every:.county.. I will be content
that he shall' have " larger means, - He has
gaid: that Cumberland has redeemed -hér-
self. I suppose that Windsor has redeemed
itself ; and I am content that he shall buy
all men in the same manner who are willing
to sel) themselves ; but I am not content that
he shall overturn ' Parliamentary usages,
which are equivalent to:law, such as the..re-
commendation of road commissioners by the
members for the county, which has ever
been deemed, under our present system,. equi~
valent to an appointment. ‘ R
Mr. Annand.—I know not whether. to. ex-
press more surprise at the principles-enur-
ciated, or the language used by the hon. and
learned member for Annapols. Bir, if :the
principle he has enunciated here be {rue,
then the power of the prerogutive is a ‘nulli.
ty., Suppose this state of affairs were to oo-
cur in any county—suppose it were proved
to the Government that the commissioners
had squandered the public money, wounld' it
not be an act of gross - injustice .and incom
petency for a government to allow such men
to be continued in commission ? - The hon.
and learned gentleman prefers.no complaint

‘against the character of the parties appoint~

ed. I presume, therefore, their character
and abilities are unimpeachable..: The bur-
then of his complaint is, that out of 148
commissioners recommended by him .and his
colleagues, of whom only 10 were Liberals,
the Government have committed the unpar-
donable sin of adding 15 more. The hon.
member was very eloquent on ' former ocoa~
sions ag to the rights of minorities; and 1
maintain that the Government has the right,
and that it is the duty of every government
to protect such minorities as that in the coun-
ty of Annapolis against injustice, whether
perpetrated by their members or by any.body
else, Ile says that the cases quoted werenot
parallel with the one now alluded to.. 8ir,
it is notorious that at the time Mr. Andiew
Uniacke represented the township of Hali.
fax, the names of commissioners were chang-
ed at the instance of that gentleman;-con-~
trary to the wishes. of his colleague forithe
town and the two county members, and : that
the hon. member for Annapolis himself super«
seded road commissioners at the instance.of
one gentleman in opposition to the resom-
mendations of three members, who dquslly
with himself were all responsible for the ap-
pointments. Lo e

Mr. McLellan.—It used tobe an old say.
ing at school, that the boy that was whipped
with a rod of his own cutting felt itithe
worst.— ( Laughter.) Now, this businese
commenced -about 12 years' ago, when-the
hon. - and- learned member for Amnnapolie,

‘then ‘in the Government, changed somé of

my recommendations for those of alate inéme
ber. The members for the county:sre.cers

faliple?. Took-at ‘the onneof the ‘former
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ol for Cape Brston allnded to, theother should bs at jskst aftsnddd o} ab” 164t
“dey;and forwhich: the. Government. .almogt should not. ‘be_ Q,a.gge\i_led“,”itﬁﬁ . good"rea~
“igotrblame for.allowing 'a member of the House . song ; and; he thought Jg‘xé”mbéifsubhbuld;;})e
:t0 -do as:that- member -had done. -Mr; Me. informed .of the’ reasons for xejecting their
“Iellin told a humorous. story- ahout the leav- ,recommendations. The hon. gentlemar frém
{4ng-on: the dommission : of the. peace a Con- Colchester had said that a Goveriment would
*wervative, who settled cases instead of trying be but a mogkery that did not, when it saw
zthem, but who fiiled once.in :settling o casy fit, make those changes in the road _commig~
- "where-a man sold-six bushels: of Potatees for sioners ; but he (Mr. 8.) thought it Was ra-
< nine shillings; and they were frozen. ‘As re. ther & mookery for the Government, to ‘ask
-gards the present cage, he thought the Hopsu members to make those recominendations,
~would sufficiently stultify itself by passing  and to disregard them in making the appoint.

- these:resolutions, o ments ; and while members werg held regpon.
-::Mr, Martin IWilking,—The public money . sible for the -appointment of rodd commis-
auust be e:t:per;gecti, tiy the, authority. of t}ge .sanert:;d tl;e;; rqc??mgngatxogs shouztj_.lpe
-Government ; that; I presume, ,cannot be respected. . He cou  point to.some instances

H;questioﬁed,:a.’nd equ’ally true is.it .that those where cougtiis‘ wexiel represented by what
-~ monies ought. to be, ag they have been, laid wWere called Libera members, or support.
rout undeér the supe;-vision of 'Commissi:mers ers. of the Government, and t’he Conserva.
«:;ppointed by the. Goverament, !iutnomina.ted‘, ._tive?i complained to the Government _that
- by ‘members.of the Mouse. I.take jt for injudicious appointments had been made

-igranted that the practice originated in utili~ in the counties, and what. has been the re.

a{,%grtlie Aprénciple Gi}‘ ~Whj,c;,h,bit is tl‘)a&Gd gy?d dOh ! goté;:reatesentacivis‘ have 1;@09;11.

vas-quite clear to me. The members of this. mended, an _the Government cannot pass

~House, although- elected by majorities when over the recommendations made by your re.

-shey- come here; are the representatives. of presentatives. That rule had not in’ all
4~ beminority ; and actuated by o sense of cases been applied to himseif and his Kon.

- +duty, as well as- their own interest they colleague, and in some instances their re.

° mlli za.ke caxf'_e to: lelommate such persons as c&mmendgtlons I:iad not been sanctioned, and

~*Will best perform the. public service, No in- others substituted. o o

+dividual or party can for any. length of time Hon. Attor’y. Genersl—Have any charges

.rimbc:‘ssfuuy, ,la.ppegfl tﬁ the Iiubm;” while per- ‘beer&made in road c?mmissioners in the hon
eecuting a class of that public ; for it is an gentleman’s county last. year ? o

+ ardeniablé axiom that persecution strength- ~ Mr. Smith—No, not ?'ust year, He was

--ens the persecuted. If I am correct 1n this speaking of years prior to last .year, and wo
;vi'ew;_"th'.e ’gqvernment, ‘in.interfering with do not complain of any changes having been

. themommatpns of any ,gentlem_en, unless made last year, but could easily understand

. for very speoial reasons,,oﬁ?r to him g per- the feelings of those where changeg had been

- sonal insult, and through him, to the consti- made, and thought the same rulé ‘should be

."tuenoy he represents, -What  right had the appheq to all the members, and ‘then those

-+hon.:and . learned :Attorney General to as. discussions would be avoided, and. the hard

‘"’m:'n%}ﬁ%ﬁfanfeﬁgm i‘or t%ﬂ]};&polis, in ;giltll?gs they engendered would not be called

nomi  Were actuated by person. forth. . , o

+ allor- malicious -motives? | From, whom did. .. Mr. Dimock enquired whether on the re-

« hederive his information 2 The Houseshould tarks of the hon, gentleman for the County

- g% ga.c}e: acqt;gnqied “211:1111 ‘thesbe pa{}tlmulars. ;f Hants, that hon, gentleman had alluded to

W -siry would it not have. been t, ¢ more hum, . ‘ b

.- délicate and proper course to have submitted =~ Mr. Smith replied—No. L

~-the information .on.which the Government  Mr. Dimock~Then I have nothing to'say

- soted to.the members in the first instance— I understood the honble gentleman’s remarks

. casked. of .them an' explanation, and acted to apply to me. C

:-Anly after full investigation ? . This. course. . My, Smith.—I did not refer to cages where

o !ﬁﬂ'ﬂﬁej:m@lri ) mcg.mbex;b ﬁn tll;.'em’ consider- there might have been a difference in’ opinien

*"iDg. the: relationship - of the .Hon. Attorney between .Members of the County,. but I, re-

~@General: aud the hon. and learned member feorred to-instances where changes bhad. been

;r.afox;“a u;&;m%%ohs miﬂtIf pthtxgal world, . ,I‘shavgl_ made in distriots. beyond. the . limits..of the
. xote:for’ Se reso w lon:which he ha,swmo_vaea.b Townships where  my. honble Colleague and

Mr. Bd gntliim gued in favor of the.views my&elf alone were, responsible to the people, .
uﬁre;vse X’t e;,k:llzpn.;and:;leu.mhed gentle-  "The Hon. Provincial Secretary depreca~

e omw Annapolis. - He had always felt ted. gome expressions that had been. used in

s1the division:of the:roud, money; and. the ro- the debate .as not quite. consistent with

~igonomendation of ‘Commissioners to.expend it, "etrlia,inont:;u ‘1i'sa‘ g —~ tlomas |
+: @g:the.most onerous ‘and:; difficult, duties he PAriiamoNtary usag » OF gentlemanlyicopr-
viwag oalled upon:to. perform, buthad found - 5.~ He continued. fo. observe itt:the
¢ shecstem. i1 operation:,when .he came. into  168r06d member for ‘Aninapolis hastalked -
ithe House... His : constituents. expeoted, him, Of the noveasity Of unkennelling the lewrsiod
oo e S o e 13 i s, LD by 2l
e TR AN oA LI £ N LI W R O S T v i) srprnee ogty R KL S
xemeke porformeds cHe' srasgofy opinionthat il oxpresspd, opiniond " Were No¥' it §6edbd-
- while the Government sought 'st;c%l‘in%r%éaf‘”%é*e“ﬁ'ﬁ’t’h“iﬁ@ﬁ””%étﬁ”ﬁ@ffi‘“ ‘i‘g%“‘l’ fifow
- Slou &rom members, their recommendations not if the Attorney General has kept
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of lii# thotghtd in reserve; but Iamquitel Z6Fhdithn, | “Fulle, . = o

cortain 1 would bavo bosn prodont in the, Mr. ot o | wHon M. Fulon,

leﬁfnlz%&léadé‘i’"af the loppostivh® to! have™ Hon, Mudbhnuton; fo!‘SolGanerals, st
3y 5 3 want Y4~ ‘‘Ordighton,icar 27 10| ““Prow, Sac v -

fOHO;W@d hlp;example,x J'yf he .Lgpl?gd ?O Ew:e osMarshall,: - : 3 Al‘bhib&ld a

reputation of a.sound rensoner, -which,'in. . «Zwicker: . . McLeod e

my. spprehension; he has not established oo™ " ieJames Camptelly.

by those he has expressed. Certainly. he . (qpoa” “MoQueeny. ..+ °

is no dialectician, unless indeed nomination “Cowie‘,' “H. Moo, Pl

of-rogzit Oon;x::ti‘s:;onersisidentical withthe "g”lém’?’g‘ u%m‘: Eoﬁﬁ'

appoiimen em, oL «B, Smitk, . “Dimogk; . .

Jq)l‘he real question involved in thedebate: «Killam, “McLellsn,

may be shortly disposed of. - The Govern- *‘More, - - “Shaw,:

ment- admit that as the general rule they «Ryder;~28. . ‘*Annand, .

will conform to established usage, and not S . 4P, Smyth;:

interfere with the suggbestioqé of merhers ‘ v‘::DOylf?a“ o

hat that, in exceptionable cases, they will “‘Hon.gir,‘ﬁolja?: =

interpase, as they have done in this in- “I;{i,tt-” Senﬁ. )

stanos, to protect the minority. The 28 in. Secretary—

Provincial Secretary added that before he
sat down he desired to make a passing re-
wark upon a sarcastic observation made
by the learned member for Annepolis, to
the. effect that Windsor, too, had redeemed
stself from the former political character of
ils represeniation, in connexion with a
taunt that the present Government was
pustained by men who had made traffic of
their public principles.

14 OF course,”’ the hon. Provincial Se-
eretary said, ¢“in this remark no allusion
was made to me, and of course in, that
which I am ahout to make no allusion is
designed to any body else. Distrustful of
myseif, I regard with doubt and uncer-
tainty, the dark future of my own public
career, but I venture to indulge a hope
that, if any political friend who. sits be-
sides me, shall, hereafter, in obedience to
thie dictates ot an honest judgment, sepa-
rate from me in public life, and thereby,
perhaps, mar my own aspirations, I.shall
not, it tempted to denounce his conduct,
deceive myself with the vain imagining
that disappointed ambition is identical
with virtuous indignation at assumed poli-
tical turpitude—that, if I liye to become
old and grey-headed, the snows on the
head will have quenched the malignant

assiong of the heart,~—and that if I shall

ecome & professor of religion Ishall be
enabled to cxhibit in my life and-conduct
it mild, and gentle, and charity breathing
principles. :

Hon. J. 'W. Johnston replied by reference
to £700 a year, aftér which his resolutions
were put and lost by the following division.

In favor of the Resolu- | Against the Resolus
tion i ctionie—

Mr. Jno. Campbell, «sMr. Wade,
“Jno: Munro, ' Comean, .
*Murray, ssLocko,
“Young, “Esson,
“Whitman, «“Mc¢Kinnon,
«Moshier, - «“Chipman,
1*Béokwith, . - uMartell;
wWilkins, . | “Wier,

Syl Laads

1 gsiah ém, Ok uBourten

. load to miare
boae: tlised

Mr. Mavtin I. Wilkins asked leave to pre-
sent & petition from the:Court of Sessions for -
the County of Pictou. ' R

Hon. Attorney General opposed the receps
tion of the Petition. ‘ o Con

Mr. Wilkins and Mr. Holmes contended.
that it was a public petition and ought to-be.’
received, ‘ T

After discussion leave to present the Peti-
tion was refused. ‘ : I

The House adjourned.

. o o e
Tuurspay, February 15, 1856,
Municipal Incorporations. -

Hon. Mr: Johnston rose te present the
Petition of & large and influential namber of’
the Inhabitants of Clements, against the
Municipal Incorporation Bill. o

' He stated that the petition was numerously-:
signed, and:the signers were many of them *
most respectable ; but he believed they ‘were'®
laboring under o misapprehension. as:to the

ER

'real nature: of the Bill'; which was repres:

sented by many persons as' liable to entail:
more expense than it really would. Hewould :
express his opinions more at large on:the: -
subject at a future opportunity ; and mean.
time he moved that the petition be ready
which was done. : R
Hon. Mr. Johnston also presented 19 or'20 -
;C)etitions in favor of the act for Municipal
orporations. ’ Y
Hon. J. W. Johnston asked for the second .
reading of the Municipal Incorporation Bill:;
and proceeded -to explain the. difference. :
between this Bill and that of last year. The. .
Bill introduced last year made it obligatory. :
on the Counties to become incorporated j but -
wis amended so as to’apply to Annapolis,*
arid-any other County which might chdseto
adopt it. ~The Bill would therefere havebeen,
obligatory on the-County of Annapolis; -The:
members for that County having come to'the:’
conclusion that-the Bill would be beneficial .
to the County,. congidered that it 'was uniies:;

 vessary to put the County to'the.expense axid, .

delay - entailed by the. .alternative. slanse,;
sspaainlly as the:adoption of that Q@ﬂlﬁ#@ﬁﬁg,@. ‘

septation, - Asthat Bill had
stlisy, Brayioli; e
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County of Annapolis, and to pass the Bill:in
its former ehape now would be against the
wishes of o large and respectable body of peti-
tioners, The Bill introduced now, therefore,
did not make it obligutory on the County of
Annapolis, but left it as & matter of choice ;
and he believed that even the gentlemen who
had signed the petitions against the Bill would
be among the first, when they came to under-
stand the Bill, to ask for its adoption. He

did not see why the people should hesitate to

manage their own affairs. As regards ex-
penee, if all that swvere said on that point were
true he would still uphold the Bill, but the
story of expense was an exaggeration, be-
esuse the whole thing would be in the hands
of the people, who themselves could make
the expense either small or large ; and there
Wwag no better argument in favor of this Bill
than the debate which took place last
evening ; for the Road expenditure then,
instead of being in the hands of the Men-
bers of Counties or in the government, would
be regulated by the oflicers, elected by the
1;201)1@ themselves, and acting in the Coun-
ties.

The Bill was read a second time.

Hon. Attorney General introduced s Bill
to provide for Railway damages,

Mr, Wade introduced & Bill to amend
Chapter 121 of the Revised Statutes, of the
Jurisdiction of Magistrates in civil cases,

He also reported several Bills from the
Committee on private Bills without amend-
ment,

Hon. Mr, Johnston presented several

etitions in favor of the Prohibitory Liquor

W, and moved the sccond reading of the
Bill on that subject.

Mr. Marshall. —Have we not just passed
Bill to amend the License Law. That Bill is
now before the Council ; and are we now
going to pass & Maine Liquor Law? This is
curious Legislation,

Mr. Beckwith.—Not curious Legislation at
all; for if the Prohibitory Liquor Law should
pass, it will be some time before it comes into
operation.

The Militia

The House went into Committee on Bills,
The Militia Law was taken up.

-Hon. Joseph Howe advocated the importa~
tion of & quantity of Minie Rifles ; we might
suppose that our situstion so far from the
seat of war would shield us from attack; it
was ‘however, by no means improbable
that we might be attacked,—money was all
powerful and the Emperor of Russia could
purchage s fleet in the United States—bom-
bard our seaport towns and perhaps overrun
the Country. In view of such an emergency
be hoped the House wonld take precautionary
measures to secure our people and ..property
from outrage and injury.. *

Mr. McLellen. Such:si contin

genicy is very
uxlikely to occur; he did not thi

nk thethouse

- wéuld he justified, in the present state:of af..

fairs, in burdeliing the countty with'the un~
necessary expense incident 16 calling out the
Militia ; there was no neeessity for it and he

S
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Mr. B. 8mith, The Committes by the bill
have given the Government power to act—hs
hoped, however, they would not move unless
grave necessity compelled, ‘

Mr. Annand could not conceive any foun.
dation for the foars expressed by the hon.and
learned member fur Cumberland. With re.
gard to the importation of Minie Rifles, mem-
bers would recollect that the British Govern.
men had found great difficulty in supplying

their own troops—and it was hardly to be

expected that we could obtain them. The
speech of the hon. member for Cumberland
reminded him of a good lady who while stan.
ding before the fire on one occassion sudden

ly commenced crying—and when questioned -

asto the cause said she thought the bricks
might fall down and kill the baby ; the ap-
{)rehensions of the Hon. Member for Cumbers
and were about as well founded.

Mr. Killam—Russia has not yet put forth

her strength; what part we may be compell. .
ed to play hefore the siruggle which has just .

commenced, is concluded, none can forsec..—
In my opinion it is high time that we made
preparations to resist an inroad into our tor.
ritory; I believe that without being extravae
gant or incul ving unnecessary expense the
militia shoulc he organised and drilled.

Mr., Holmes agreed with the views express-
ed by the hon. member
did not think it right to await the arrival of
the erisis before commencing to prepare for
it.

Hon. Jos. Howe—The hon. member for
Halifox mistakes the position of the cise.w—
Suppose the baby was fat and healthy but the

mother neglected to keep beside her a stook

of ¢ Dalby’s Carminative’’in the night
the child is taken ill and in point of fact it

for Yarmouth; he .

dies before morning; surely the mother would °
have reproached herself with negligence in not

providing a remedy in view of the sickness
to which children are linble. We may be at-
tacked by the Czar and should be prepared
to repel invasion before too late; for when

hostile insurgents had penetrated to the heart

of our country—the time for organization
would have gone by and we would entirely be
at the mercy of the invader.

Mr. Marshall concurred in the sentiments .
expressed by the hon. member for Cumber.. .
- land. There is no idea morve destructive toa -

healthy self dependance than a belief that

& country cannot defend its own soil from..

foreign aggression. That our people are

brave, hardy, and selforeliant; I believe j—

and were anything wanting to convince ,me

of thig, the conduct of Halifux firemen, who,:.

without fear, penetrate into the heart of the
flames—scale the roofs of burning housggems.

orendure the rigors of asevere winter’s night

drenched with water, their uniforms. gtiff.
with ice, would dispel every doubt and, afford.
sconvineing proof: that such men would, - not:
shrink from danger and death in the, deferida
"of their householdsgods ' and ‘their
try’s honor. I believe, sir, that thére
wisdom in having the munitions of ws

3
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hdrdship and gareless of danger, armed with

the improved weapons of modern warfare. to:

secure our protection if the hour of attack
should unhappily come upon us, :

Hon.  Att. General aaid—This Bill has been
reported by & committes appointed at the
instance of the hon. member for Hants~—and
I presume the House are prepared to.deal
with it in a practical way. The General
Militia Law—previously passed-—though
pretending to the full vigor of a law, has re.
mained, and must remain, on our Statute
Book, a dead letter. For my own part, sir,
1 am in favor of the establishment of Volun-
teer Corps, with the power to appoint their
own officers. I believe that there is a suffici-
enoy of that free spirit of patriotism among
our people rapidly to effect an organization
ample for all purposes; but if the House re-
quire the importation of the Minie Rifle and
desire the expenditure of any large sum in
éalling out the reilitin—they must assume
the responsibility and not throw it upor the
@Qovernment to decide, when the emergency
has arisen, requiring these stepsto be taken.
1 would suggest that the Bill be referred back
to. committee for the purpose of having it
perfected and made, in all respects, efficient.

Hon. Provincial Secretary.—It is aknown
axiom among Statesmen that ‘¢ in tines of
peace they should prepare for War’’—and
all good soldiers agrec that undiseiplined-
troops are a mere rabble which may be seatter.
ed by a handful of organized and veteran
goldiers. If the axiom quoted were true in
times of peace, how much more should it he
regarded and acted on when thealarm notes
of deadly war daily met the ear, In his
opinion it would be useless and pernicious to
organise o regular army-—but steps should
be taken to prepare the people for that, of
the happening of which there was at least, a
possibility ; the invasion of their country

Mr. B. Smith,~—In my opinion, Sir, the
Houee should place the necessary mesns at
the disposal of the government and they
ghould assume the responsibilily of judging
a8 to the period when it became necessary to
use thern. The government should not at-
temapt to avoid that responsibility—as the
guardians of the public weal it rested on
them.

The Bill was referred back to the Commit-
tee.

The Committee adjpurned.

Mr. McLellap—said from the repeated un-
gentlemanly attack made upon me by the hon
and learnod member fer Annapolis—TI feel
that it is my duty to make some reply, and I
shall take the earliest opportunity of doing so.

Hon, Provincial Secretary laid on the table
of the House, by command, the Accounts. of
the Commissioners appointed by the Govern-

ment, for the purchase of Provineial Stud

Horses.

" Mr. B. Sinith asked leave to introduce &

Bill to amend Chapter 78 of the Revised Sta~
tutes. . Loave was granted, and the Bill read”

s frsttimer L0
. The Houge adjourned, ..
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© ' Statute Laboer, ' -
Mr. T. Coffin reported” from the Coi"
mittee on the Statute Labor Law—a reso-
lution to test the sense of the Houss oni’
applying the principle of. afsessment for '
statute labor.. The resolution’read'as fol-*
Jows = e
“Resolved—That in the opinion of this,
House, a bill on the subject of Highivay
Labor,, based partly ona poll' tax, partly
on au assessment of property, such tax
to be payable either in labor or monsy,
will commend itself to the favorable con- '
sideration of this House. a

Hon. Attorney Genmeral. That fs
notice I presume, :
Mr. M. I. Wilkins. Yes, this is a par

tial report from the Committee, who de- .
sired to test the opinions of the Houss bs- |
fore reﬁ»{orting by bill. ‘ o
The Resolution was laid on the table. .-:,
River Fisheries.

Hon Provincial Secretary, by commeand, ¢
laid on the table of the House the Report -
of the Warden of the River Figheries- for:
county of Halifax. R

Mr. Fsson said there wers certainly’
some statements in the Report entirely in-
correct, as regards Mr. Francis Webbgras)
there is not & more steady honest, indus.
trious man in the county of Halifax; e is’
a person who would, not on any account, -
violate the law. Coe ey

Mr, McLellan’s Explanation, , -

Mr. McLellan thought that when s,
member believed himself ill-treated,  if;
was his duty to call the membsr to ordex;.
or to lay the matter before the house, and,
in case the latter course was taken, he bé-
lieved it was the duty of the House to hear;
both parties to a reasonable length. . He
should therefore crave the attention of the’
ITouse for & short time, as he wished to.
say & few words for the special benefit.of"
the honorable and learned member: for.
Annapolis. ST

-Ever since the special session on the
Cape Breton Annexation, a steady harp-
ing has been kept on one string, of Igno-"
rance, by that gentlemen. 1If one meet a.
man having a spot on his face it iy long
remembered, g0 it wag with him. 1f a,
man uses him unfairly, he . fancies he sees,
a black spot on the offender’s héart., 1% -
can be forgiven but not forgot. « - I could*
nume many cases but g - fow need be,men:, .
tioned as they were-in_the remembrance,
of most gentlemen:: . The year before last, .

elling the,

the honorable .member, was: teggil
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ey

him < *if Mr. Ritchie’s .private property
could be taken: for Rail ~Roa§ debts
when, the hon gentleman cries out—
“Oh! oh! ok ! what Ignorance, how
roud the people of Colchester ought to

Eé‘ ‘who have such a well informed member
agnot to know that unly the jointstock of
& coroporated company was liable.”

Mr. Killara and Mr. Murray believed
there was'no question before the House.

Hon. Mr. Johnston hoped the gentle-
mgn ‘would be allowed to proceed.

“Mr, McLéllan, T am surprised to seo
ah attempt made to stop_me, but, if this
modé of settling these affairs be persisted
in, members will be forced to take it into
their own hands, which 21l must regret to
goe. Sir, T will make a motion, if that be
any satisfaction ; but to resume :—Does
any man believe the hon. member for An-
papolis could think I did not understand
what a corporation was,after the numerous
debates that have taken place in this as-
sembly and after hearing me 80 often de-
nounce the system attemgb@d, asa fraud
the security to the public being insuflicient
and after hearing me remark that such
companies should be compelled to paste up
in their establishment a notice that noth-
ing but the joint stock was liable for the
. debts; becauss then the most simple would
know what to depend upon,  Why, the
thing would almost have been beaten into
e block of lead, if hung to one of  these
posts, as long s I have been in this As-
sembly. What a pious witness the hon.
and learned gentleman is to what he be-
liéves untrue. The question I asked was
in‘no way an offensive one ; after that,
the hon. gentleman took anactive part in
Teniperance which is to do good to foes as
well ‘as friends; and as no man’s heart can
be altogether black, that wishes to do good
$o his enemies, I fancied 1 for the first
time saw one little green spot in the hon.
gentleman’s heart, and as Sodom and Go-
morrah would not have been condemned,
if a little good had been found in them;
neither ought the honorable gentleman
while this little green spot remained. I
had therefore determined last year to let

bye-gones be bye-gones, to give the least

possible offence in the debate on Munici-
pal Corporations. But what strange things
gometimes bappen! The Conservatives
were going to leave Halifax when a Cor-

joration was talked of, as soon as such a

curse was brought on the place, and now

goo their leader wanting to bring the same

ruin on all our conntry. - NO sconer was
“oppoéition raised thén the honorable gen-
tleman jumped to his feet dancing round
~ and singing If ighorance was bliss it was
A€ gentesan sossotved thab it oould hate

MF. McLELLAN'S EXPLANATION.

.{[‘io best expose such deception, I "éé&‘éé{kiiegfff;b?éé‘t ‘that he was not in theHong‘oi -

folly 40 b6 wike:” . Can 1y one think:

e o
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when the Halifax Corporation Bill:passed?, .
Even our earliest school mates :who hava. .
been noted for being foremos, in . mischief;:
and evil doing.are not easy - forgotten; buts.
suppose it had'been  forgot, it was onldf:ia
nistake requiring neither singing nor dati-

cing. (Laughter.) ' Another é:iou'a Wite:

ness. The honble gentleman had just been:
beaten on the Railroad’; all’ the - Goldes -
visions of Agencies had been torn from ki
eyes, he was then ag it were a fallen man'”

at one’s feet; and who could find it in their -

heart to say an unkind word to him?7 =
This year the hon. gentleman has intgo- .
duced au Elective Council Bill, the Union |
of the Colonies, and the Xlunicipal Cors
porations Bill. Un the introduction of ,
the latter, I said, that as so much time -
with  these measures had been wasted, -
frittered away, causing some important
business to be passed over, and other bu--
siness to be hastily done, I had hoped the:
hon. member would have been contéent
and allow this, the last session of this
House, to pass without bringing thein.
forward; but, even now, I loped he would’
allow them to lay on the table until all’
business of more imporsance and of a leas
ohjectional character was got through .
with. There was nothing in this to rouse..
the hon. gontleman’s ire.  But the hon.
and learned gentleman went on to say.
that if the hon. and learned Attormey.
General, 2 man who had some information
and intelligence had asked the question;:
he would have deemed it worthy of reply:
This is the first acknowledgment ever L have®.
known to have been made that the Attor~' .
ney Gencral had any intelligence or infor:”
mation whatever ; but, as for me, he con-,
sidered that I have no intelligence at all..

. Yesterday the hon. gentleman squared”
himself off, apparently for a long. speech’
on the second reading of the Corporation
Bill, when I suggested that as there -was
no probability of an oPpositioﬁ to the-
principle of his Bill, the House should
g0 at once into & committes upon it, so ag’
to save time and have but one debate,~
The reply was that my impertinence was
alwost intolerable. 'Was the suggestion.
an uncommon one?!  Was it annoying to’
be told there was no opposition to the
principle of higbill? Did he want ops.,
position or to spend time ! In‘either case.
gentlemen will see that I have borne long.
with the hon. gentleman’s improper con~:
duct. 1 can understand the hon. gem-
tleman complaining of the ignorance and:
inefficiency of his own supporters, ‘bup’
after’all, I'fancy the real trouble is' that'/ .-
happen to have & little too much sense’ t6* .

bo & follower of the hon, gentlerhs

his serpentine coutaew,
i ks hap grent abitlty 1o ges
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When caught it will squirm’ round,’ and
glip into its-hole without one; being able
to see hardly how—(Laughter.) The
_hon. gentleman hag'shewn a good deal of
this kind of ability. Thelateé G. R. Young
“brought a charge against him when leader
of the government of advising the civil
list to be asked for in a lump, contrary to
“the expressed opinion of the House. = Al-
though he was fairly caught, but he com-~
menced with whereas and whereas, round
‘and round, in a serpentine course, until he
:got clear as he said, but one could hardly
see how. The'snake is not considered of
“much value. Nor was that ability. good
in man ; or else the possession could show
up the ignorance of an opponent cheaper
than ‘at the expense of truth and good
‘manners. A man’s work is valued accor-
ding to itsintrinsic worth, not the ability
of the workman, The giver of the best
-advice has the hest information for the
people.  The hon. gentleman has writien
vesolutions and advises that we should con-
tinug to be taxed double for recording our
deeds; that wasrequired for the service as
long as Sir R. De George remained ; that
“the  permanent ‘grant to King’s Collegs
" should have been kept up, to be an eye-
- gore to dissenters, and a bone of conten-

MER. MoLELLAN’

. e d
N
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- tion, and drain upon the treasury; that

* the salaries in the Civil List should not he
‘ reduced as they were ; that we should not
- have respunsible : government, so that if
an officer at 'Windsor or elsewhers was
: thought to be improperly dismissed, we
- ghould not' have the power to call the
“.government to account but must send our
complaints to England; that we should
- introduce into this country the system of
' simultaneous polling—and in this, I be-
ligve, the only beneficial measures he ever
supported—I concurred with the hon.
- gentlenian and aided him to the hest of
-my‘abilities in'carrying it out ; that we
should travel in the same road as the peo-
ple-of New Brunswick did with our Rail-
road-and bemow in the:same slough of
.despair that they were. My advice 'was
‘the reverse. ' 'The -country will ‘judge
whose work has:been'the mest .valuable ?

u.i:“;. ;: ‘ ‘ s } P
EXPLANATION. 8L

The gentleman spent more than:10:-years
of his life in.opposing & Municipal Corpor-
ation for the Province, alizs responsible
government, the principle of the two being
Just the same.. Under the latter wa elept
directly or indirectly every office holder
in the Province, except the Governor:
But when whiptand beaten into it, turns
round, like a weather cock, to spend:the
next ten years to force Corporationg on
all the counties withoutany. proper regard
that they may not be like fecding a young:
stock on oats too expensive for young
Counties.  Surely the honorable gen-
tleman won't pretend he was . so0;inno-
cently ignorant as not to know the princi-
ple of Municipal Corporations; nothing
but wickedly wise can be laid at his door.

Ifa man was employed-as agentito work
and improve a new farm, but while:he
lived on the cream of the farm, he made.
no improvements, although he had an-ex-
cellent team ; it is true he clearsd some:
land by the firewood he used, but ‘he was
entitled to no credit for that, as: it:owas
orced upon him for his own comfort.

The owner saw he was doing no gaod on the
place—that he. was uufit for a foreman apd " dia~
charged him. But the man was no sooner dis-
charged, than he became a great man foriim.
provements—the people in -the meighbburlicod
could not attend to their. ordigary budinesa for
his talking about improvements that, gught to.be
wade on farms. Would any man beljeve, there,
was any siacerity tn it but.that it was unly aplan
to dupe some other party so as ‘to get hnothier
situation; but ‘evervhody that had dn’cuncaol

v

sense would see he was a humbug. , ‘
Now, let us s2ze how much  the" Hon, °
member for Annapolis has acted like that-
agent. He was agent or Foreman for“the
management of Nova Scotia for four yéars,
while he lived on the fat of the Country,
pocketing in all about ‘twelve 'doHlird ‘s .
day. He made no improvements hat-
ever. I may be told that "hé phssed-the-

‘similtaneous polling Bill, it i§ true"thas.

a weak constitution forced it irpon‘him. -

'ag it was killing to a tender 'man té. stgnd

' The hon. gentleman may. brag a good deal
iabout his‘wisdom, but his work wont sus-’

-tain his pretensions.
~way to-day and another to-morrow.; it ig
“either from' want of . information or want
of * principle—innocently - ignorant, or
-wickedly wise. '

If a'man acts.one’

two or three weeks on  the hustinpsso -
that he is no more entitled to credit for

that measure than the agent” was'{ofthe -
land he cleared, where he got ' hid"fi¥e-

wood. 1 may alsobe told that  the Hon. -

gentleman called an unnecegsary extfy'Ses- .
sion at the cost of some 'three of four -
thousand ‘pounds ; that he ‘fed’ thd'ififea

“and rats in Halifax gloriously’ 6né witter, .

- Theshon. gentleman: retninds one of a

* boy who hiad to be whipt' before he -would
"ifeed; thee working: horse ‘with-oats.;but
when forced into it, feeds the wholestock

~autof spite; the year’s- éropiidisappéared: tion Bilky. Couneil ;Bill;, or;the Unien of"
avo mallhd

{‘inf;hb tidtie} the! farnery nearlylthined ;;Tz?h@:m;}m;@p nigs;and ﬁmﬁ@mg Ba

“Gdtgrweret W%ﬁ%@wmﬁa&pgnﬁmm@ﬁed&mﬂmi%%mhk% othing.: By
pears when the: Hon'ble. gentlemar way

young stock on—-{Laughter.]

" improfeiientsthe bebter: Hefdhlg?%%%y;

out of the public money, but.”those™ are . .
im ‘that the . peoplé; I/ /fitié
will think thé-less 'they have 6f™

Toventents Yy

to have hitched his team -to'Hi¥*
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pocketing twelvo dollars a day all was
-right'; now, when he is working fornoth-
“ing, and finding himself, all 18 wrong.
- (Laughter.) He reminds mc¢ of a boy in
-the Country that his father and mother
used to take with themin the sleigh when
they went to spend an evening at a
friend’s house, but the boy was found to
- mishehave, and therefore told he should
sleighridenomere. 'What does the young
- scamp do but go to the barn, and lets all
the cattle loose. Ever since the Hon.
Gentleman’s conduct was condemned by
the people and told he should no longer
-'git at the Conncil Board, then he wants
“-t0 let the council, the Governor, and the
Province loose ; in fact, upset and destroy
" everything valuable in the constitution.
- Why this sudden change? The Council
was all that could be wished, the pro-
vince was t00 prosperous to think of heing
-united to other Colonies. Idle people
that would talk of such things as Muni-
eipal Corporations were only disturbers of
the peace. Was he really ignorant of the
state of the Country or wickedly wise?

3
r

-

In conclusion, I advise the hon. gentle-
man to wait until those whom he wishcs
to shew up commit some act of gross
ignorance in a matter they ought to be

- batter informed of, and then to rememMer
the old saying that when a man calls his
‘ogponent a fool, it is a pretty good proof
that he is mot very wise, is'little of the
gentleman, and bas the worst of the
argument. The greater the abilities of a
Legislator, the worse for the people, if

_ the natural bent of his mind, runs counter
to their intercst. Of this the honorable
. gentleman is a living proof. If he had

n horn with lessabilities than any man

_in this assembly, and the natural bent of
his mind had run with the interests of the

ple he would have done some good;
out having ever run in the opposite direc-

. tion, causing him to uphold every abuse,

the country has ever had to complain of

- every extravagance that could be thought '

of, delaying and retarding useful improve-
.ments; but for him we would have now
.. our Railroad in good operation, as we
.-would have begun it when our country
_ was .in a stagnant depressed state, when
many of our young men had to leave to
look for employment, and when the work
could have been done for two-thirds of
~ what it costs now.

.blight, and the mildew, but the loss they
haye sustained by the honorable and learn-
ved gentleman from Annapolis is greater
_thanthem all. =~ ‘ ‘ '

" Hon. J. W. Johnston-congratulated the:
*Speakerin having had the honor of presid--

i -ipg over so -dignifiediastene:as hiad had
L P S TS S - S U o W
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‘People complain of
the Joss by the potatoes, the wevill, the

.Committee, as this was -a broad; public

to this Bill : aro.ofia-loca] .natute; cia,jnot
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been enacted on the floors of the Housa for
the last -hu,ylfhour..,‘ Lo LT

'Public Buildings. - (o

" Hon. Provincial Secretary laid upon the

table of the House the report of Commiis-

sioners of Public Buildings, for the laat
year, o

< w o pe

Telegraph Company.

Hon. Attorney general asked leave to
introduce a bill to encourage the npera-
tions of a Telegraph communication be-
tween Newfoundland and the Continent
of North America. IHe explained that
the Company had been treated with the
greatest consideration by the Legislature
of Newfoundland, who had given a grant
of 50 square miles of land to encourage
the enterprise, and the ohject was to pass a
Telegraph wire from the South-western
extremity of Newfoundland to the North-
eastern point of Cape Breton—thence:to
skirt the Island along its Northern Shore,
and to continue all over this continent.
If the measure was not conceded, the line
might pass by Nova Scotia and Cagao
Breton, and go through Prince Edward’s
Island

Mr. Martin I. Wilkins.—This is a px-
vate Bill, affecting the rights of the people

- of this country. The Bill I asked to in~

troduce the other day was strictly of a pub-
lic nature, to prevent the introduction of
digeases into Pictou, and of course was
interesting to the whole Province of Nova
Scotia. Yet, leave was refused.

Hon. Joseph Howe.—If this Telegraph
were to come through Nova Scotia, wonld
we have priority in the use of the intelli-
gence ! ‘ '

Hon. Attorney General,~Certainly. - I
move for a Committee to enquire into the
subject of Telegraph communication,
with power to report by Bill. o

Messrs. Wilkins and Holmes objected~—
on the ground that the Bill was of a pri-
vate nature. ‘ Co

The Speaker considered the Bill a pri-
vaie one, in the strict application of the
rale of the House. T

Mr. Esson.—If this bhill be received,
others must be treated in the same wanner,

Mr. M. I. Wilkins was understood :to
say that the rule of the House was impera-
tive,~—and if departed from, the .company
could not. complain if those, whose:peti
tions were rejected, cut down their Posts.

Mr. Annand protested against the sup-
port of a Telegraph monopoly in ‘this
country ; and disapproved of sectional
Jjealousy. He supported the motion for s

question. X ol
. Mr, Marshall.—~Suppose oux. objections

that the very:best.xeansonwhy it shouls

o R 3 . o
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House strictly applied to.all of uas ! -

‘Hon. Mr. Johnston—If this motion be
assented to, it-will be a very bad
dent.

- Hon. Attorney General.—The question
ig purely one of Provincial policy und
enquiry. Iamat a loss to know why
the motion should be so strenuously re-
sisted. ‘

Messrs. B. Wier and Archibald were in
favor of a Committee.

Mr. B. Smith.—~Where a special case is
made out, we ought to relax the rule.

Hon. Joseph Howe.—What I would do,
if in the Attorney General's place, would
be to move at some early day to go into
committee on the geueral State of the Pro-
vince, and take up the whole question of
Telegraph Communication.

Mr. Esson.—I have no objection to this
Committee ; but what I feel is this—that
if this had been a Nova Scotian, his peti-
tion would be turned out withont a hear-
ing. If a foreigner comes into our coun-

* try, we should, of coursc, treat him with
all courtesy ; but not more than we extend
to our own people. If this motion be
agreed to, therefore, I will insist that any
petition hereafter coming from any Nova-
Scotian shall be equally respected.

Mr. Martin I. Wilkins.—I shall cer-
tainly renew my application fora law to
enable the authorities of Pictou to preserve
the health of the people. ‘

Mr. Wier—That is & local matter af-
- fecting the county only—this is a great
public work.
Mr. Wilkins.—It is asimportant to pre-
vent the spread of contagious diseases, as
to extend Telegraph wires.

Mr. Marshall.—I object to this Commit-
tee, because the Hon. Attorney General,
whose abilities are unquestioned, has not
propounded in his speech what he wants
the committee to do. As to the Telegraph
being taken by any other route than Nova
Scotia, I believe it cannot be done, owing
to the small depth of water round the
shores of Prince Kdwards’ Island.

Hon. Mr. Howe.—And if laid there, thg
oysters would eat it up.—(Laughter.)
Mr. Marshall.—Feeling the difficulties
which surround this question, Sir, I do
- not know how to- vote ; but as the rule of
the . House has been imperatively applied
in other ocases, I must vote against this
-committee. o ‘
~_Mr. Killam opposed the motion for a
Committee, after which the question was
put and’'a Committee refused 22 to 21.
.. Hon. Attorney General gave notice of
motion to reseind.  vrwero Y v
aﬁomﬁd%l L N ORISR
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HALIPAX QOMMON, &o.
‘be‘ here. in opposition to a rule of the |

| SatuRDAY, Feb. 17.
Telegraph Bi;l.' a
The House met at three, but some time
was cccupied in rescinding the vote of the
‘House of yesterday by which the resoluton
mbved by the hon. Attorney General for the
appointment of a Committee to consider-the
subject of Intercolonial Electric Telegra
Communication, was negatived 21 to 22,

Incorporating Bills,

When the galleries were opened the house
was engaged in considering various Bills .of
incorporation, among which the Bill to incor}
porate the Committee of the Halifax Library,
and that incorporating the Centreville Hall
Company, passed a second reading and wer
sent to Cemmittee.

Mr. Wade from the Committee on - Private
Bills reported an Act to naturalize George
Ward—a bill to incorporate the new Caledo-
nia Lodge of Pictou, and a bill to amend the
Act fo the incorporation of the Inland navi-
gation Company.

Halifax Common.

Mr. Esson presented a Petition from thres
or four hundred citizens of Halifax against
the Bill which had been introduced to provide
for the sale of a portion of the Halifux Com-
mon. The petition, he said, was well worthy
the attention of the House and he moved that
it be read. The petition was received and
read. R
' Hon. Attorney General suggested for' the
better protection of the rights of citizens, that
every Bill presented from the City Counoil
should be published a reasonable time,

Hon Mr. Doyle said the bill had been intro-
duced without the knowledge of the City-or
County members.

Mr. Wier—The bill is of much importance.
I do not agree with the Petition ; I have no
objection to the publication of the Bill—-al-
though one would think that the City Fathers
haying passed a Bill unanimously-—being the
representatives of the Citizens—it would be
for the benefit of the community at large.
He thought the Bill should lie over that the
people at the next annual election should
have the power of deciding on it. L

Mr. Annand thought the provisions of the
Bill good, though some misapprehension, ex.
isted out of doors connected with it. " He,
however, entirely coincided with the g
gestion thrown out by the Hon. Attorney
General that all measures affecting civic in.
terests requiring Legislation on the part of
the House—should be published for some 1ime
that the citizens might acquaint themselves
‘with their nature and effect. - This rule should
be stringently enforced. R

Hon: Mr. Howe.—said that the differénce
between the interests of those, who wanted:to

- improve the Common, and  those who did

‘not want to be deprived of their rightd in
.the Common, ought to be looked affer; -.In
. Lunenburg solarge a place was reserved.for

. a Common-that.it was & perfeot nuisance; gnd

~if one-half of it were ; sold. .to, :beautify the
- otHerhalfy it W')‘lﬁd he;, &Qﬂ-g!@n&g@v tofhe
8

- prosent and futute: geaczationn - He wagnot
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aware what ought to be done on the Com-
mon of Halifax—he did not paid attention
enough toit; but he was glad that the
City tathers were moving in the matter if
they were only moving in the right way.
QOur city had an example. before them as to
what ought to be doene in this matter, by
referring tothe town of Birkenhead, oppo-
gite Liverpool, England. That town was
disfigured by an unsig::tly morass, and what-
ever he might say of Mr. Jackson’s Railway
speculations, he gave him credt for having
projected a very wise plan for improving thig
piece of Common. When part of it was
sold, Mr. Jackson bought it, and after having

rocured a plan from My, Paxton, now Sir

oseph Paxton, the designer of the Crystal
Palace, he offered the ground back again to
the citizens of Liverpool ; the authorities of
that city purchasedit, andthe improvements
cost £100,000. But the corners of the Com-
mon sold off, for building purposes, in accor-
dance with the plan of improvement, realized
£120.000; so that the people of Liverpool
had their lands improved—an unslightly
swompt turned into o beautiful garden, at a
very trifling sacrifice of the Common, and
still had all the rest for their own use,

Mr. Wier explained that it was only
intended to give the City Fathars power to
sell certain portions. If the 54 acres south
of Spring Garden Road were sold and expen~
ded in City Improvements, there would be
still over 200 acres left ; and Halifax would
always have open spaces enough left.

Mr, Esson.—said that the passing of this
Bill by the City Council 17 to 1 was a pretty
good index of the voice of the citizens.

Mr. McLellun asked leave to present some
Petitions in opposition to one presented some
time since praying the Construction ofa Light
House in Colchester. Spencer’s Point was
the only place at all approaching to a low
Water Harbor ; and the persons who signed
the Petition he askcd leave to present, consi-
dered that to be the most eligible place for its
erection.  After some discussion it was held
that the Petitions came within the rule ex-
cluding their presentation after a certain day
and were therefore inadmissable.

Mr. Marshall asked leave to present a pe-
tition from Doctor Carritt, asking a grant
of £1 2s 6d, for attending sick Indians. The
petition was on the same subject as one for-
merly presented. The Petition coming withi
the rule, leave was not given to present it.

Financial Retarns.

Hon, RinancialSecretary by command laid
on thetable of the House a general statement
of the amounts certified as having been paid
out during the year 1854, under their respec-
tive heads, with the amounts for each service
and the persons to whom paid. These pay-
ments amount to £194,200 128 6d being
similiar to the sum exhibited by the Receiver
(feneral’s accounts presenteda few dayssince.
Also, a general abstract of the returns of Im-

port and excise duties collected at the differ-.

ent ports of the Province for the ‘year 1854,

- ghewing the whole -amount of "excise. duties
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collected toamount with the DistilleryLicenses
Fund to £104,142 155 1d sty.  Likewise an
abstract of the articles imported on. which

duties were collected .shewing the same
amount as that just stated. By this account

/it will be perceived that there wascollested—

in 1854 from the (4 per cent £39,965 83 11,
From Molasses 13,291 0 ¢.

* Sugar 12,000 0 0.
¢ Brandy, Geneva, Rum,
Wine and Distillery ‘
Licenses 16,000 0 0,
“  Pork 540 0 0,

The amount derived from the duty on the
last article has increased, althoughit was re-
duced inst year from 13s to 5s per cwt.

The next paper is a comparative statement
of the increase and decrease on imported arti-
cles in the years 1853-4. The whole in-
crease is £20,172 18 10.

That collected in 1853 was£88,000, ; in
1854 £104,142—which gives an increase of
15 per cent. ¥ may mention that the in-
crease is not confined to any one article but
is equalised and distributed over almostall
our importations. The greatest decrease js
on flour of which 15,870 barrels were
imported and £960 collected ; the duty on this
article has heen decreasing ever since the
duty was taken off Canads Flour. The ine.
crease on the 6} per cents was £11,000 ; on

Molasses £2,565. On all the articlesimported
the duty collected exceeds that of 1853, except
on Flour, Brandy, and Refined Sugar—but
the loss on the latter is made up by increase
in the Crushed which pays 10s, while the fors
mer yields 1d4s.

He also laid on the table a comparative
statement showing the increase and decrease
of excise duty in the outports of the Province
during the past year as compared with the
year previous. The whole increase in reve.
nue from excise duty was £20,170 of which
£14,987 was collected in Halifax, and £5,185
from the outports, over and above the colles.
tions of 185d. The increase in Pictou was
£694, in Yarmouth £495, in Windsor £486,

and Liverpool £496.

He ualso laid on_the table s comparative
statement of Light Duties paid in 1858 and
1854, showing an increase of £604 in that
service.

The whole amount of duties paid in in the
year 1854, was £158,000,~—against £125,-
000 in the year 1858 ; leaving a olear in.
crease of £33,000.

Mr. Marshall asked how much duty was
collected on Tea. A vessel sailing for P, E
Island was allowed to take tea out of bond;
but there was no security that it was not
landed anywhere on our coasts; and from
the gufmtities of this article sold cheaply
round our coasts, he should suppose that
some of it found its wayi nto our own ses~
ports free of duty. L

. Hon. F. Secretary said that the duty on
tea during the last year amounted to £7,800
and the population of Nova' Scotia, only -
300,000, paid duty on more tea than the 84
millions in France. LR

Hon, Jos, Howe—Yes, and. it. is. begopilyg
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the. ourse of the comatry, Why is it our
women “loose the ruddy hue of the English
women ?
tes~pot down on the ccals, and are forever
guzzling this foreign beverage, which rots
their teeth, and destroys their beauty. Any
person who would invent some cheap bever-
age to supply the place of the tea used to
such an extent all over the country, would
be & benefacter of it.

In answer to Mr. Marshall, Hon. F. Sec’y
said that the duty on Spirituous Liquors du-
ring the past year amounted to £15,000.

Mr. Wade gave notice that when the Maine
Liquor Law came up, he would expect the
Fin. Secretary, as & member and an officer
of the government, to show how he intended
to supply the deficiency thus made in our
revenue.

After some further conversation the papers
were referred to committee on Public Ac-
ounts,

The House resolved itself into committee
on Bills. The Act concerning the Registry
of Ships was taken up.

Mr. Wier opposed the payment of fees; in
his opinion the government ought to pay
their own officers,as the system sought to pay
introduced was exploded long since.

The Bill was referred to a select commit-
tee composed of Messrs., Wade, McLellan,
Fulton, Wier and Chipman to decide as to
the scale of fees to be paid the Registrars
end Admeasurers,

The House adjourned.

PRUTRI "~ “ ——.

Moxpay, February 19, 1855.

Rail Road Sarveys,

Mr. Marshall, from the Committee om
elgims for surveying, &c., under order of
James B. Uniacke, a8 Chairman of the Pro-
vincial Committee of European sud North
American Railway brought in his report,
which recommended the payment of £40 to
Mr. Logan, £9 to Mr, Ross, and about £19 to
snother claimant.

Mr., Jost, {frum the committee on the
petition of William A. Mack, for an act to
dam the Annapolis River, above tide water,
reported against the petition.

Mr, Wade asked special leave to present
@ petition from the inhabitants of Westport,
for participation in the representation of an
adjoining township,

Mr. Hugh Munro objected to the recep-
tion of the Petition. He had made outa
good case on previous occasions and his peti-
tions were refused.

Mr. Wade and Mr. Comeau maintained
that the petition was of 2 public nature and
ought to be received.

Mr. Zwicker and Mr. MecLellan opposed
receiving the petition, ag some of theirs had
been rejected. o :

Mr. Killam—This was a case where the
rule ought to be relaxed, and he advised a
call of the House to decide upon it.

. Mr. Wade said that if such a rule were
. to be enforced in cases like this, the people

 ERTITIONS, do.

Because they have the eternal”

House: adjbgmed_. .

, 35
would soon bo deprived of their right of pe-

tition.- He moved & éall of the'House.

Mr:. Fulton- did not see clearly how the
representation of Digby wasto be changed,
unless there was to be a general reform in
our Representative system. ‘

After a call of the House, and some ﬁn:-
ther conversation, Mr. Wade read the peti-
tion, and advocated its reception; he conolu~
ded by moving for & committee to comsider
the Representation. : ‘

Mr. Wier said it was absurd. The consti.
tuency had ten months to draw out their pe-
titions, and now to alter the day for reception
of petitions was ridiculous.

Mr. Wade—TIt is all very well for the hon.
momber for Halifax to talk, when he can at
any moment produce s petition from the
small circumference of the county he repre-
sents (laughter); but it is different with gen-
tlemen who live in the country.

Mr, Wier still opposed the motion. ,

Mr. Hugh Munro opposed it, because do~
veral petitions of his had been refused.

The subject was passed over. .

Hon. Mr. Johnston presented sundry peti-
tions from Digby and Hillsborough in favor
of the Maine Law; also in favor of & Light-
house at the entrance of Margaretteville
Pier; also for renewal of the charter of the
Margaretteville Wharf Company; also a pe-
tition from the Southern part of Annapolis
county for o special road grant.

Mr. Archibald asked leaveto present a pe-
tition from Folly River.

Mr. Wicr—These people have committed
an act of folly by coming here too late with
their petition ; and they wantus tocommit an-
other by receiving it.

Leave was refased.

Messrs, Zwicker and MeQueen presented
several Temperance petitions.

Bank of Nova Scotia, &e.

The Legislative Council sent down the Bill
to amend the act incorporating the Bank of
Nova Scotia, 'without amendment, and the
resolution granting £45,000 for Road an
Bridges. )
Indians Relieved.

Mr. Whitman reported specially with re-
ference to the velief of Indians in New Glas-
gow—recommending £50 to be granted forth-
with for the relief of 180 persons in a state of
utter destitution—part of it to be applied in
bringing the able bodied men to Halifax te-
work on the Railway. ‘

Chesley Abiteau,

Mr. Thorne presented a petition praying that
the law relating to the Chesley Abitean
should not be repealed.

This and the ' previous petition in favor of
a repeal of the law, were referred to Rlessrs..
Holmes, Hugh Munro, and Ryder, to report
thereon. ‘ ;

Muanicipal Incorporations,
The House went into Commiitee on Bills,
and took up the ¥unicipal CorporationsBill,
which was partially passed through, with .

some trifling amendments ; after which.the
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Various Business, ‘

Hon. Provincial Secretary
various papers relating to the Fisheries,

- Hon. Il)’ Secretary also laid on the table
eertain papers from Messrs. Wier & Co.
with referenze to the transfer of Emi-

ants, per Arcadia, wrecked on Sable
sland, to the United States ; also accounts
for Printing.

Mr. Annand introduced a bill to amend
Chapter 87 of the Revised Statutes re-
gpecting incorporations.

Mr. Benjamin Wier introduced a fpeti-
tion from 4,400 persons in favor of the
Prohibitory Liquor Law.

Mr. Beckwith presented petitions on
the same subject.

Mr. Josiah Cofin presented petitions
from 2,200 people asking the House to
Eass “the bill, the whole bill, and nothing

ut the bill.”

Hon. F. Secretary presented the follow-
ing Road scale :

" Resolved, 'That the sum of £52,000
granted for the ordinary Road and Bridge
service and the sum of £10,000 for the
great Road service for the present year be
. applied as follows :~—

Ordinary Service. Great Roads.

For the co. of Hlfx, £2,365 £1,213
o ¢ Pictou 2,304 640
L ¢ Inverness 2,112 560
s ¢  Hants 1,920 933
¢ ¢ Lunenburg 1,920 530
4 ¢ Colchester 1,869 773
€ *  Cumberland 1,869 640
L *¢ Cape Breton 1,820 626
< * Kings 1,728 476
o “  Anrnapolis 1,664 476
s ¢  Yarmouth 1,561 400
4 ¢ Shelburne 1,561 400

‘ ¢ Dighy 1,561 476
.“ ¢ Sydney 1,561 400
e ¢ Richmond 1,561 360
< ‘¢ Vieteria 1,561 380
% Guysbore’ 1,561 400
“ ¢ Queens 1,512 317

32,000 10,000

This raised the usaul discussion on
Road votes, in which almost every men-
ber of the House annually protests that
his own County don’t get half enough.

Hon, Financial Seeretary also moved
that the subdivision of the extra £8,000
be referred to a special Committee for
division.

Hon. Joseph Howe and other members

rotested that the Committee of lagt year
gad not done justice to their respective
“counties.
- Hon, Sol. General.—Becauge we intend
~ to'do you justice this year: ‘
- The resclution possed by » Jargs majori-

ROADSOALE, &0,

resented

- - ° .

{A"fg; ‘ gprz‘f -
Fib. o s
ty, andbhesameﬁommﬁtte?a‘w & appbintad
as served last year. o

House adjourned.

WEpNESDAY, Februarj 21, 1855.

Bills and Petitionse

Mr, Martin I. Wilkins, pursuant fo.
leave given, introduced a Bill to authorise.

the erection of a Court House in Pictou.
Mr. B. Smith presented a petition

against a change of Way Office in Kempt..

Mr. Mosher presented petitions in favor
of the Maine Liquor Law. "

Mr. Fulton presented éeveral similar
petitions. - h

Mr, Shaw-—petitions of same nature.

Mr. Holmes presented petitions from
Pictou in.favor of the Prohibitory Liquor.
Law, signed by 2911 persons, and also a
getition from the Clergymen of the Free

hurch, in the same place, and vthers—
whose aggregate signatures would amount
to nearly 3,000 more.

Hon. Solicitor General, by command,
laid on the table of the House, a despatch
from the Post Master General in London
to the Post Master in this Province, setting
forth sundry alterations in the Post Office
regulations regarding the transmission of
books. .

Hon. Solicitor General presented 4 peti-
tions for special grants to Roads.

Halifux City Piison,

The Bill for borrowing. £5,000 fors
City Prison was read a second time.

Hon. Attorney General suggested that
such Bills as these should be published.

Mr. Doyle concurred. R

Hon. Joseph Howe. was also in favor of
publication. ,

Mr. Wier.~This Bill passed last year ;
but it was found that £4€OOO was not sufe
ficient for the erection of a prison ;—thia
RBill merely raises the amount to £5,000.

Mr. Smith considered that if the City

‘of Hulifux were incorporated, and the

members of the Council were responsible
to the citizens, they were the best judges
of what was needful. If the rule of pub-
lishing Bills be made stringent, we shall
1ot be able o introduce a bill without
publishing it fivst. o

Llon Attorney General—It will be pub-
Ii;ihed at the cxpense of the City Coun-

Hon. Mr. Jolnston, Hon. Provincial
Sceretary, and Mr. Annand, were in favor §

of publication.

Mr Doyle would like to enquire what §
He had &
heard that it was intended to build.it. on 5

site was intended for this prison.
the south side of the Commou,‘oypoéi’fe
the ‘Cemetery, which the Catholi

s

imnroves

estiof B
' this city had expended so much mondf to
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- Mr. McLellan was opposed to- borrow-
ing money in this wanner. It was the
fault of all corporations to run in debt;
and the House should restrain such dispo-
sition. ‘

Mr. Wier covsidered the apprehensions
of the hon. gentleman to be witbout foun-
dation, for the City Council had erected
a Market House, which, besides paying
the interest put about £200 & year intojthe
City Funds. He presumed this City Pri-
gon would he regulated as they were in
other countries. The prisoners would be

~made to work, and probably the whole in-
terest of the money saved.

The bill was laid aside in order to be
published.

Prohibitory Liquor Law,

Hon. Provincial Secretary.—I rise, sir,
to lay on the table of the House & petition
from sundry inhabitants of Walton, in
the county of Hants, against the Probibi-
tory Liquor Law. Ido not hold myself
responsible forall that is stated in thispe-
tition; but beg it may be read.

The petition set forth that endeavors to
restrain the traffic in Liquor bad only re-
sulted in failure and more bancful conse-
quences than the vending of it by license.

Hon. J. W. Johnston presented several
petitions from Bridgetown—from the Bay
Shore, fiom Granville, from the south side
of the Annapolis River, and from various
other parts of the county of Annapolis,
in favor of the adoption of the Prohibitory
Liguor Law. Also a petition of the same
oharacter from the Ladies of Bridgetown.

Hon. J. W. Johuston rose to move the
second reading of the Prohibitory Liquor
Bill—that being the order of the day. 1le
would not occupy the time - of the House
in any lengthy speech on the subject ; as
it was well understood in the House and
throughout the country.  The Hon. gen-
tleman traced the progress of Public opi-
nion on the subject—the gradual advance-
ment of public opinion in favor of this
Law—the success which attended its
adoption in the United States—the pro-
gress of public opinion in England in its
favor—the recommendation of the king of
oweden to his parliament to introduce
such a law, pointing out its stern necessi-
ty; the advocacy of some such law by the
London Times. Ile contended that the
easure was a legal one; it tronched not
on the rights of Freemen; and as to its
gactlmbﬂity, he only asked for a trial.

e doubted what was said about it having
fuiled in other places.. The reason why
the power of the sessions in different Coun-
tirg was partially a failure, was because
the. house did not: go-to. the root of the

&
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together.” Tt -oould not, ba, said that.th

Law would, not b violated: in some. few
instances ; but that was. no. reason’ why
the experiment should . not be' mads, and
made to.the fullest extent.. The amende
ment to allow the importation of liquors,
would in reality render its provisions abe
hortive. The only remedy was to prohi-
bit the importation as well as the manu;
facture and sale of liquors altogethers
Much to the credit of Nova Scotia, her pegs
ple had come forward with great ugani-,
mity on this subject. It was unot in tha
country parts of Nova Scotia that. this
evil 80 much prevailed, but in the towns
and cities. The hon. memb:r for Cums
berland, (Mr. Howe,) had well said the
other day that the state of Halifax was
disgraceful ; and this law would but give
to the people the power to banish this'a
palling curse from their midst. Scarcely
a day, certainly not a week passes, that
we do not hear an astounding fact from
some part of the country—that some
friend, some man marked out for distine-
tion, known for his industry—his talent-
—his ability to perform what he has uny
dertaken, and fill an estimable placg in
society, no longer boasts of these estima-
ble qualities. Suddenly the whisper and
the shrug of the shoulders comes, in re-
ference to his name—he is given to drink~-
ho loses confidence—he fulls awayand fills
a drunkard’s grave. When our soldiérs
fall in battle, or are cut off by pestilence,
we mourn over them as men who hdve
fallen in the defence of their country, or
by the hand of Providence; but when
estimable men whom we have seen ever
day in healthful and vigorous manhdod,
aro cut off by that insidious destroyet, in-
toxicating drink, it makes one’s blood
run cold, sir, to contemplate the continu-
ance of such a traffic. Let us attempt,
sir, to bless our country by the abolition
of 80 insidious and banetul & business, If
those efforts fail we cannot help it; but
my belief is that the law will be carried
out, for it will give the people the means
of enforcing it. I move, sir, the second.
reading of the Bill. L
Mr. Marshall said that before voting on
this important subject, he should like to
ask what course the Government intended
to pursue on it—as it would dcprive- the
Treasary of one fifth of the Revenue. ..
Hon. Attorney General replied that this
was hot a Government messure, and ha
had no further explanation to make aboyt

it. . PR
Mr. Archibald spoke, in a low tong, in
favor of the Law. SIS
Mr. Wier against it. He belicyed that
it would throw the whole country,ifito
confusion, and,deprive _the, counify ef

“evil, and  ghut out Tatoxicating drunks alv over £20,000 of Revémge‘wigm@tg@igggjg@ i



vesponding berefit. No man hers, who
was going to vote for this' law, supposed
that it was going to deprive any one of
his glags of Champagne or his glass of
brandy and water. ~They would still
drink as formerly. and the poor man only
would be deprived of his glass of grog.
The very passage of such a law would be
a premiuin on smuggling, and the man
who never drank before, would be induced
to drink liquor after this passed, from
sheer opposition. Our shores would be
flooded by the villest trash; and our
trade with the t Indies would be
materially interfered with. The bill ap-
- peared to be introduced merely for clec-
tioneering purposes; but the parties who
signed these petitions and who, after all
were & minority, ought not to suppost
they were entitled to ride roughshod over
the rest of the people.

Mr, M. I Wilkins did not rise to express his
views at large, as thoy were already fully before
the country ; buton picking up a petition from
‘Picteu he found that several respectable consti-
tuents of his Lad petitioned for a modification of
the present law, but the bill before the house
‘wag nothing like what they had petitioned for.

Hon. Mr. Johnston explained--the Bill before
the House was the only measure that would be
practically efiicient. In answer to the remarks
of the bon. member for Halifax, (Mr. Wier)
' -he replied that the House should look at the

petitions presented in favor of this law, and not
st the solilary one againgl it ; for it all the
rest of the Province did not petition, it should
‘b taken for granted they were satisfied, as
silence gave consent. It could not be said that
the Bill was brought herc on the eve of an elec-
ion, agit had been here for several years.

Mr. Marshall considered it the duty of the

. government, and the Financial Secretary, as its
proper officer, to explain how the deficency in
the revenue way to be made up.

Mr. Archibald replied to My. Wier, that
while £20,000 was raised in revenue for spirits,
it should not be forgotten that threo times that

.sum was spent in liguor ; the whole or nearly
all of which would be saved to the country by
the passage of this Bill.

Hon. Financial Secretary explained as to the
Finaucial features of the matter. 1t was true
that there wauld be & loss of .£20,000 to the
revenue ; but the whole sum spent for liquor

would be saved to the eountry, and he had no -

doubt the people would be satisfied ecither to
yield part of their road money, orto pay a
higher rate_ than 64 per cent on other goods to
make up the deficiency, if any deficiency would
be caused by this law. Therc would not be any
evils arriving from it this year at all events,
for it was not contemplated to bring it into
operation this year. : .

Mr. Marshall—You not only want to stop
our grog, but to robus of our Road Money,—
(Langhter.) ‘

. Mr. Beckwith said that as to theloss ef re-
venue, it was o (uestion whether the House had
a right to rdise a revenue from what was dog-
.Aruetive and poisonous to our whole people.

- Mr, Marshall—Would you not be glad to

:well-a cargo of potatoes towched with the rot ?
- (Roarsof Laughter) . " -
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Mr. Holmes did not think ‘the explanations
of the Hon. Financial Becretary satisfactofgo.
be proposed that in.order to make up the defi.-
oiency (which all admit) must necessarily follow
in the revenue on the passage of the Mains
Liquor Law the advalorem duty of 6. be
raised to 9 or 10, in order to make up the loss,
‘But strange to say, the honorable gentlemaa
after looking round all the points of the com.
pass for the best manner in which to do it,
never thought of following in the wake ef the
great statesman, Sir Robert Peel, and laying an
income tax whereby the office holders of £600
and £700 a year should come in for a fair shars.
{Burst of laughter.) ,

The Hon. Joseph Howe, after much re-
flection upon the subject, had not bean
able to bring his mind up to assume the
responsibility of voting for thisBill. He
would gladly have done g0, hecause o very
large and highly respectable body of his
constituents were in favor of it. ~ He had
not expressed his sentiments last winter,
because, during that session, he had oc-
cupied much time with other topics, and
because this had heen debated at great
length and with marked ability by gentle-
men on both sides.  He would gladly now
refrain, but during the eighteen years he
had sat in this Assembly he had never
shrank from an espression of his opinions
upon any public question. It was due to
the couutry at large—te his constituents
—to the men who sat around him, that
he should, even at the risk of offending
those whom he most respected, give his
reasons with hisvote. He fully admitted
the truthfulness of the harrowing pictures
of physical suffering, and moral egrada- -
tion, drawn by the hon, and learned men-
ber for Annapolis. He admitted in all
their extent, the cvils of intemperance.
He admired the self-devotion and ‘earnest-
ness with which large bodies of men had
endeavored to eradicate those evils. e
approved of the efforts made by the Tem-
perance Societies, and wished them sue-
cess, 50 long ag they sought to reform by

ersuasion, by argument, and by example,
hen they ‘attempted impossibilitieg—
when they sought to coerce the people
into Temperance, he conscientiouslgr E«
lieved that they would fail—he belicved
that all the good they had done would be
perilled by 2 resort to harshness and coer-
cion. :

The Deity had not prohibited the use. of
wine. On the contrary he had given the
grape to man with immeasurable. other
bounties. Our 8aviour had not prohibited
the use of wine. He had sat with thoge
who had drank it, and had, by a miracle,
replenished their cups at: the Marriage '
Feast. The apostles had not forbidden .
the use of wine. Its use was
in the Koran by the Pagan Mahomet, but-
was not, so far as he could: preceive,--
the Bible. ' What, then, the:: Almij

denounced. .
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have done with so much' ease, yet had re-
frained from doing——he thought it not wise
for man to aitempt.

The evils flowing from the excessive use of
wine he deeply deplored, as he did the evils
flowing from over-indulgence of any other
pagsion or propensity. DBut who could argue
from excess of any kind that the rational en-
joyment of God’s gifts was therefore sinful ?
Who would venture to argue that because
mischief was donce by many of God’s gifts that
they should, on that account be circumseri-
bed or prohibited by human laws? The at-
mosphere that fans the cheek of beauty-—that
fnvigorates the frame—that flutters the leaf
upon the tree—that dimples the surface of
the lake—that gives variety and majesty to
the ocean, when accumulated in magses, lashes
itself into the tempest and strews the shore
with the wreck of human life and property.
The learned member, standing amidst the
wreck of navies, and the whitening bones of
the human victims, might eloquently describe
thescene ; but would he, if he could, at-
tempt to restrain the eccentricities ¢t nature,
or to forbid to man, by human laws, the be-
fits of navigation ?  How beautiful is water!
(the Temperance man’s own element) 'yet
how dangevous ! The rain which fertilizes
the fields sweeps away with its excess bridges,
mills, and human habitations. If not drain-
ed off it sours the land, and breeds the pesti-
lence in cities. The fire that warms our
hearths—that clears our woodlands—that
smelts our metals—that drives our steamers
and locomotives, is not less dangerous. Would
he deny to man the use of these elements be-
cause the casualties by fire and flood are
most disastrous? Would he forbid their use
because people are burned in cities ; drowned
in the rivers ; bhecause a bhoiler bursts at sea,
or an engine sometimes runs off the track, or
kills huudreds by violence ofa collision?
William the Conqueror, it is true, once deni-

ad to the people of England fire and light af- -

ter the curfew tolled, but the abhorrence in
which the act is held, would not encourage
snybody to follow his example.

Woman is God’s best gift to man. The
{fascination which she spreads around her—
how difficult to resistythe passions she inspires
~—how intimately interwoven with all that
arouses to exertion, and rewards us for our
toils. Yet, when evcn love is indulged in to
excess—when reason is overpowered—when
passion hurries on to folly, how numerous
the victims ; how blasting the effects. Yet
who would, reasoning from the perils of in«
dulgence, and the dangers of society, deny to
man the companionship which, alone makes

. existence tolerable?
. for Annapolis might draw from the sinks of
vice, or even from the agony of a single vic-
tim, some harrowing pictures ; but would he
on that account imitate the Turks, and lock
up all the women ? (Roars of laughter.)
The victims of indualgence in opium I have

vever seen, but even spirituous liquors do
- oot produod the extent of physical suffering
sad inofal ‘dislocation that Tesilts from the,

APt i drag, | Bt would b
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member deny to society the use of that which
allays the delirium of fever—which socothes
the infant upon the mother’s bosom, and
saves more lives than it ever destroys ? Take
gunpowder, which blasts our rocks, loosens
our plaister, defends our country, kills our
game. Mark the mischiefs and miseries it
produces when its mysterous power is abug-
ed. But who would argue that, because boys
blow themselves up, and tyrants use gun-
powder for unworthy purposes, its use
should be forbidden? Would the ' learned
gentleman, even wi.h the battle fields of Ba-
laklava or Inkermann before him, attempt
to restrain, by human laws, the manufucture
and sale of gunpowder? Who denies that
law is the safeguard of our lives and proper-
ties ; that courts are indispensable Institu.
tions ; that lawyers are the fearless advo-
cates of the innocent and oppressed ? = But
has not even law been abused ! How' many
pettifoggers defile the courts ; ensnare the
ignorant ; waste mens’ estates, and embitter
their lives 2 Walter Scott’s Peebles and Pla-
nestanes, and Dickeng’s piciures of the Court
of Chancery are familiar to usall. Theseare
but sketches illustrative of the evilsinsepara~
ble from the dispensation of Equity and Law
by the roost perfect tribunals of civilized
countries. How are these evils to be mitiga~
ted or removed? I would say by discussion ;
by exposure; by example; by honest and
successful atiempts to separate the securities
and thé legitimate practice of law from its
abuse. The learned advocate of this hill, to
be consistent, should close the courts; ime
prison the lawyers ; and forbid the manufac.
ture of law, or its importation from foreign
countries. (Laughter.) Woman, from her
first appearance on the scene of lifs, had
brought sorrow and suffering with her., In
her train came rivalries, and jealousies, and
war and strife.  Let the learned member go
into his own county, where the pretty faces
peeping through the apple-blossoms are love.
ly to behold.  Even there——are there no
broken hearts ; no pale faces; no blighted
lives; no damaged reputations? No girls,
with Burns’s pretty excuse upon their lipg
A dear loved lad, occasion sung, ‘
A treacherous inclination.

No youths pleading, in the intonation of pas-
gionate repentance, that even ‘ )

The light that led astray
Was light from Heaven. ‘

Yot, would the learned gentleman, in view
of all these evils, point to the pretty. girls
and say ¢ touch not, taste not, handléthot.”’
Would he, for fear of mis:hief, coup. tlism 41l
up like cows in & Belgian barn? (Laughter.)

The world has come down to the predent
period from the most remote antiquity with
the Wine cup in its hand.  David, the fhan
after God’s own heart, drank wine. Solomon
the wisest of monarchs and of human:béjrigs
drank wine. Qur Baviour not cnly didhk.
it but commanded Christians to drink’ it
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who drank it not—who reviled our Saviour
asa “‘wine bibber,” and the “‘companicon of
Publicans and Sinners,” who would have
voted for the Maine Liquor Lawasunanimous-
1y as they cried ‘“Crucify him.”’

‘Buch people have existed in all ages of the
world. The desire of human beings to dictate
to each other whatthey should eat, and drink,
and wear, has been evinced in different coun..
tries at different periods.  The zealots in the
State of Maiue are mere plagiarists after all,
Sumptuary Laws, tried in many countries
and at different periods of the world’s history
are now universally condemned by the good
sense of mankind, Laws restraining drunk-
enness are nearly as old as drinking, It is
curious to see what strange experiments have
‘been tried at times. Zmlues of Locris,
460 yedrs before the Christian Ern, ordained
** that no woman should go attended with
more than one maid unless she was drunk ;
and that she should not wear gold or embroi-
dered apparel unless sho intended to act un-
‘chastely.””  This sage Law giver punished
adultery with the loss of both eyes. His
own son broke the law, and the old gentleman
unwilling to deprive his son of both eyes,
compromised the matter by putting out one of
his own.

As early as 747, lawsg were passed in Eng-
land restraining drunkenness in the Clergy.
.And Constantine, king of the Scotts, (who
. was a sort of Neil Dow in his day) punished
it wilh death.

His Laws passed away asthis Law will
-pass, and a good deal of Whiskey has been
drunk in Scotland since. In England in 995
an effort was made to restrain drinking by
Jaw, but it failed. Taverns were only in
.troduced in the 18th century. In the reign
‘of Edward the 38d there were only three gl-
Jowed in all Lindon.  Now there are thou.
sands. Edward the 4th tried to restrain
- them in 15652, 40 were then allowed in Lon.
.don, 8 in York, but 4 in Oxford, They were
not licensed till 1762, The history of wine
is curious. Its invention is attributed to
Noah, who certainly had seen enough. of the
evils of water. . The Chinese made wins
from rice two thousand years before the birth
of Christ, and although it must be allowed
that they have tea enough, they make and
drink it yet,
England till the Roman conquest,
told that it impoirs' our strength, Yyet the
"people who drank it conquered those Who diq
- mot.  It'was onlv sold by the apothecaries (o8
" isnow. proposed again) in the 13th century.
In 1427 Henry the 6th, a sensible king, tried
to restrain its adulteration and weresd “‘that
160 Butts .and Pipes were condemned and
¢ emptied into- the gutters in London, for being
adulterated.”’ : Co
- .. The Stoics denied: themselves the use of Wine
- but their siek Boon: died out. The Puritans
.tried the experiment of .goaxing, people into
», Yemperance and virtue, buf: they
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the followers dispersed, when Cromwell reignod
in Whiteball, when his- Major General held
Military command of all the Counties, when
the May poles were struck down-—the Theatres
closed——the Towers shut up. When mirth was
restrained and temperance enforced by’ the
Sword. Now, what was.the effect of all this %
No sooner was the Protector in his Coffin, than
the people of England, by a common impulse,
threw off a sytem which they regarded as op-
pressive. So distasteful had their restraints
become, that the people restoreq ‘the Stuarts,
forgot their civil wars and sacrifices—reopened,
their Theatres and Taverns, and so disgusted
were they with Puritan domination that liberty
was forgotten in the general joy which the res-
toration of personal freedom occasioned. The
wine cup went round, and from that day to this
no attempt has been made to re-establish Crom-
well's system. Now, what I fear is this, that
the friends of Temperance are about to sacrifieg
all the good they have done, as the Puritans
sacrificed all the reforms that they had esta-
blished by carrying restraints too JSur.  This law
may be partially onforced for two or three yenrs
~—but iz will coerce people into resistance, and
oceasion & revulsion of feeling to be followed by
universal license.

So far as my reading extends, I may assert
that every King, every Stateswman, every War-
rior who has illustrated the page of History
drank wine. The aposties who were the coms.
panions of our Saviour, drank it. The Prophets
whose flights of inspiration still astonish us. w3
bave every reason tu betieve, drank it. Cicere
and Demosthenes, and all the orators of anti.
quity and of modern time indulged in the juice of
the grape. Who can say how much of the inspira.
tion which gave them such power of language
was drawn from its inspiration. Have thege
men been eclipsed by the Dows, and Kellogs of
the Platform ¥ What Orators have the State of
Muine sent us forth comparable with the Pitts
and Burke, and Grattans, and Foxes, and Sheri-
dans of the British Islands, every one of whom
drank wine? Let the learned gentleman glance
at the noble structures—the architectural ywon.
dors thatembellish Europe. Who reared them 1
Men of gigantic intellect whose common bever-
age was wine. Let his eyo range- thiough the
noble galleries where the Sculptors huve'left
their statues—where the Painters have hung'in
rich profusion the noblest works of Art, Wine,
we are told clouds the facultics and deadons the
imagination.  Yet it was drank by those bene-
factors of their ‘race, and we cannot, with their
masterpieces before us, believe the assertion till
their works have been eclipsed by artists trained
up under this rigorous legislation. Has Maine
turned us out yet a Statue that any body would
look at, & Picture that any body would buy ?
Look at the deliverers of mankind-—the herGie
defenders of Nations. Was 'Washin tod’ &
member of the Temperance Society 7 * Did ot
Wallace ¢ drink the red wine throtgh the' héle
met barred ¥ Who will undeitake to 8aYy thnt
Bruce on the morning on which he Wwén:ithe
battle of Bannoekburn—that Tell, on:that.day
wheu he sirol-the apple off his son’s ~heady:had
not tasted a glass of Whiskey or - - stoop.-of
Wine 1° e e ‘
., Ifthen, Sir, all thatis valuableinthe past; If
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the advooates of this bill to show ussome country
where their system has been tried—some race
of men who drunk nothing but cold water. '

Iturnto the learned member’s own profes-
sion, I ask him toshow me two such Lawyers—
two Judges 8o eminent as Lords Eldon and
@towell, the one the wonder of the Adwmiralty as
the other was of the equnity Court. Yet it is
on record that at the very time when these
men were oppressed with Herculian labours—
when day after day they were delivering judge-
ments so masterly and profound that they defy
all oritieism, each of these .great jurists drank
his five bottles of Port a day. (Laughter.) I
eartainly would not advise the learned member
for Annapolis to try in this country an -experi-
ment 80 hazardous. In the moist climate of
Buogland this might be done, but not in the dry
atmosphere ot Nova Scotia. I have sometimes
seen him, however, when a fow glasses would
have done him good. Indeed, I sometimes fan-
oy that, both in the Senate and at the Bar his
wit is not as poignant, or his logic so acute, as
in the olden time when he used to take his glass
of wine.

My hon. colleague and friend from Cumber-
land, whose sincerity in this cause I entirely
respect, quoted to us last winter the pagssage
from Scripture—*If eating meat causesé my bro-
ther to offend, then will I est no more.” But
would my hon. friend shut up all the butchers
ghops and forbid by law thosale of meat, for
fear somebody would eat too much? Again—
he told us, ¢ we have tried moral suasion, and
have failed.” If so, who is to blame? 1fa
spealker here fails to convince his audience, do
we permit him to coerse them into belief by
force ot law? I resist this bill because it is a
violation of the voluntary principle. Because
it is defended by the old arguments by which
fanatics and persecutors in all ages have sought
to propagate religious opinions.: Hoping to
save men’s souls (more precious than their bo-
dies) Catholics have burnt Protestents, and Pro-
testants Catholics. The right of private judg-
ment wasdenied. The right of one human be-
ing to' coexce others into belief, as it 19 now
sought to coerce them into temperance, has
been tried a thousand times, and has failed, as
this attempt will fail.

Mr. Howe cautioned the house against fol-
Jowing, too readily, the example of the United
States. The people in these States were liable
to sudden gusts of excitement, and their history
was fliled with absurdities. Fe convulsed the
heuse with laughter by extracts from the Blue
Laws,~by reference to their burning of witches,
snd by a sketoh of their latest extravagance——
the policy of their Know Nothings, who sought
to drain out of their country the foreigners who
bad cut their canals, built their railroads, and
made tho Republic to flourish. We have not
room for this portion of the spesch, which we
have given at such length, becanse the hom.
gentleman took no part in the Temperance De-
bate during the last session. - . . :

Hon. Mr, Johnston—The hon. member for
Cumbérland has not only asked us to vindicate
the Bill, but he has cast upon us the necessity
of vindicating our common nature. . If, sir, it
be true; that the use of intoxicating drinks aré
necegsary. for . the promotion of man’s. physical

or .intelléotual. energies.~—1f I. had any. reas.

sonable. ground for- blieying. this. to; be.. & -
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tinguished men who we aro told thys imtiﬁefd ,
a vitiated appetite ; but in attributing theirdis-
tinotion and their merits to intoxication, he has
sir, shorn them of their lauréls,and left them us-
entitled to the fame heretofore attached to their
namos. I shall endeaver to adduce proof ip
opposition to his argument. At so late an hour’
as this, I will not weary the House, but will
take an early opportunity of replying to him
and other speakers. :
The debate and House adjourned.

-o @i

Tsurspay, Feb. 22nd, 1855,
Prohibitory Liquor Law, ‘

Mr. McLellan said.—Mr. Speaker, it is
admitted all round that by the free use
of intoxicating Liquors, many of our best
men become not only slaves to this vice,
but that a number of Jives are annually
sacrificed thereby. Yet, we are told we
must continue this abuse to sustain our
revenue. Men, in starving situations are
justified in sacrificing part of their num-
bers to sustaim life in others; but certain-
ly the same principleshould not justify us
in sacrificing human beings that we may
ill our Treasury.  Better have it empty
than overflowing at the price of blood.
The most barbarous nations in the world
but sold their subjects for slaves; they did
not make sale of them as sacrifices to sup-~
ply their Treasury. Such reasoning is
unworthy of an intelligent people. .
. The argument used may be summed
up in this way. A man now earns' five
shillings which he lays out in drink ; on
which he pays 8d duty. Under this Bill,
if he earns 2 like sum and lays it out in
sugar, he pays 1s 3d duty. — The former
weakens and. unfits him for labour, the
latter strengthens, and enables him to per-
form more. So long as the principle is
acknowledged that labor liquidatés all
taxation, it cannot be denied that as you
increase the abilities of a people to work
their ability to pay is also enhanced.
When anything begins to roll down hill,

like alcohol is now, each is willing to ine

-

crease its impetus with a kick. And itis
quite a relief to mee t with somae g’?qa,
hearted old chap, having such a respect
for an old acquaintance that he abstaing
from facilitating his progress and racks
his brains to find 6ut sometbing good 66
say of him, no matter what evil he Hag'
dond.  The speech of the hon. gentletign
fror Cumb‘erﬁmd evinced the truth of"
this. In argumentative power it wis sin-"
gularly lamefor him. He would consfrain.
us, because Cromwell undertook 'to ra--
strain doubtful evils and failed,fromgté-.
tenipting to'overcoré oné which the Hom."

. s .

gentleman himelf adimits is' widely:
rious, . - He “argued that, Heoase
Geté; politicaissaid juristainthibee
it TP ‘é‘” o
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shown that its use contributed to their’
greatness. This, however, exceeded even
the hon. gentleman’s power. That great
men indulged in evil practices is no reason
why we should follow their example.
Again, says he, fire, powder, 'meat,
women, wind, and water, do injury some-
times, and ought on the same principle to
be restrained. 'We do restrain them, but
do not prohibit; for the benefits they confer
infinitely out-weigh their evil effects. Wo
contend that the evils resulting from the
use of intoxicating liquors arc immenscly
great—the benefits diminutively small.
Therefore his arguments were inapplicable
~were 80 much wind, Ile tells us weare
acting like the Scribes and Pharasecs, who
desired to inflict their peculiar views on
all. They departed from the spirit of the
law and held to theletter. What possibi-
lity is there of acting more in accordance
with the Divine Command than to remove
evil—{riend and foe alike. ~Again, he in-
formed the House that in the first settle-
ment of America they burnt persons sup-
posed to be witches,  DBut is it mere sup-
position that alchol is an evil, No ; and,
therefore, all conclusions drawn from
these premises must he erroncous.  The
Americans he says are so chungeable that
they at once adopt uny new idea, and that
therelore, there 1s no safety in following
them. But he himself destroyed this ar-
gument by informing us that in the early
settlement of the country they had re-
strained the use of intoxicating liquors by
pains and penalties, und had been pursuing
the same course cver since, when the
ave it up as & bad job and adopted the
aine Law. Fickleness therefore, cannot
beapplied to them. The most unnoying
thing about old king alchohol is that the
trash of men don’t satisfy him ; for if wo
have a noble fine hearted clever youth, the
pride of his family and ncighbours, or a
man that has distinguished himself in me-
chanical or professional pursuits—such
appear to be marked men, and itisalmost
as difficult for them to escape, as it was
for the British officers to avoid the bullets
of the old American Riflemen. In voting
for this bill I believe I carry out the wish
of those who are in the habit of drinking
deeply, and I am sure it will serve their
interest. My sense of duty in supporting
it is like that wlich would induce me to
cling to a board or plank, and essay to
save some noble hearted fellows who had
fallen through the ice.
Mr. Mosher said. I have to present
Mr. Speaker, several Petitions on the sub-
jeet of Temperance—and in favor of this
law from the Township of Windsor signed
by no less than 4468 persons equal to
about five eighths of the whole county, .. 1£
W -Were 10 roject the prayems.of. these
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numerous Petitioners we should be like to
the unjust judge who neither feared God
nor honoéred Man. . -

Hon. Solicitor General—What does the
bon. gentleman consider the age to which
u petitioner should have arrived at, that
his petition should be entitled to weight ?

Mr. Mosher. These petitions are signed
by all persons over twelve years of age.
(Laughter.)

Hon. Solicitor General. I expected
gomesuch answer. A petition was han-
ded round but a few miles from Halifax
forsignature. Une old gentleman signed,
aleo his wife, servant, with several chil-
dren and as he expected to have an addition
to his fumily betore the meeting of the
House he put down the name (that wasto
be) of the unhorn—guessing that it would
be a male child. (Laughter.)

Mr. Fulton. Tbat man, Mr. Speaker,
could not have been friendly to the Tem-
perance cause ! Ag this is a question of
great importance, I do not feel that I
should he justified 1n giving altogether a
silent vote ; and in my opinion it demands
o calm and deliberate discussion. The
subject of Temperance should he debated
above all other subjects temperately.” 1t
is with this feeling that 1 arise to address
the House now. Now, Sir, if the friends
of this meagure fail to convince the House
that there arc evils connected with the
use of’ intoxicating liquors ; evils which
Jjustify the means we seck to employ or to
answer objections urged against the Bill,
then they may be fairly called on to
But, Sir, notwithstandin
all that has been or can be said they wil
not be placed in that position. The feel-
ing in favor of Temperance is largely on
the increase ; wo are asked, why pass it
this Session? I will tell you why ; a
large proportion of the people of this Pro-
vince have come to the conclusion that a
measure similar to this they mustand will
have. It ispossible that by it we may
not accomplish the object in view ; I and
the friends of the Bill believe otherwise,
therefore it should have a trial, and on
that principle I think we are in duty
hound to try it ?

Numerous have been the cpithets and
some of them not very complimentary
which have been applied to those movin
in this direction. E%natics, hypocrites ang
1 know not how many more have been -
lavishly expended on us.  But these do
not move me,—nor do I believe that theéy
affect any true hearted temperance mat..
So-long as we feel that our cause is righte-;"
ous, and just ; that we are advocating a:.
systém the effect of which will be to &llies
viate the evils that mar the social strie:
ture and destroy its beauty~—we can’
ly invokesthe, blessings of” hes
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on our éndeavors ; and the terms fanatic,
hyfoc:ite, fall harmless,

This, Sir, is not 8 Government question ;
every member of the Government has been
left free to follow the dictates of his own
conscience—and' the Country may rest
satisfied that such is the case ; that the
people having spoken out in favor of this
Bill the Government will not thwart its

asgage a8 & Government—although each
mdividual member is not restricted in the
exercise of his own opinions. ‘

Now, Sir, there was one observation
which fell from the Hon. member for
Halifax. He is an opponent of this Bill;
notwithstanding this, whenever he urises
to address the House on Temperance he
does mnot fail to proclaim himself a great
friend of Temperance. For myself, Sir,
as I am inclined to believe that actions
speak louder than words—I sgomewhat
doubt the sincerity of the Hon. Gentle-
man’s professions. I would ask him if he
has ever identificd himself with any orga-
nisation for the promotion of temperance

rinciples ! If not, Sir, the friends of

emperance might well pray-~did they
depend on his advocacy for the propaga-
tion of their principles—save us from our
Jriends.

With respect to the Speech of my Hon.
Colleague (Mr. Howe) I should not have
referred to his remarks were it not that he
bestowed especial remark on my position
in relation to the Temperance cause ; but
ghould have permitted his speech to be
dealt with by the Hon. and learned intro-
ducer of the Bill who will have the closing
of this Debate—and who is on the subject
of Temperance, at least, quite able to cope
with my Hon. Colleague. I am always
extremely sorry to differ with him on any
subject ; but, Sir, I must say that I lis-
tened to his speech of yesterday with
mingled sorrow and surprise. Sorrow
hecause the convietion forced itself on me,
that if the powers of his mind were turned
in a different direction he might accom-
plish much good: Surprise, that he,
knowing the feeling that is now abroad in
the Country, to say nothing of Cumber-
land, should have attempted in a Speech
occupying several hours to turn the whole
subject into ridicule. I think the House
will agree with me that there were but
two principles embodied in that Speech
which certainly created much merriment.
First he advocated the continuance of the
present drinking customs ; and secondly
ridiculed this' movement of temperance
men with

!
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respect to the Bill under discus- - S
: -+ ment of the Maine Taw the prohibitory-
‘has grovn: constantly in fivor with- o
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without it ; nor did he depict the ersors

drinking occasioned them to commit, or
the brilliant intellects it has darkenod
into insanity ; had he referred to these
his contrasts might not have appeared so
favorable. He said that I'last yearstated
¢t that Temperance men had tried moral
suasion and found it insufficient ;’’ ‘this
does not convey the idea I then expressed.
I then remarked that ‘¢ while moral: sua-
sion had done much good it had failed to
reach every class of persons.’’

Hon. J. Howe—That was very proba
bly the argument used by my hon. friend:
y notes were taken last year and, there-
fore, may have been faulty. :

Mr. Fulton—Now, Sir, one of the principal
objections urged in opposition to this measiire
is the loss of revenuo that is to follow its adop-
tion—in the opinion of those who oppose it.
Thisis & department with which itis the pro-
vince of the hon. Financial Secretary to deal;
and I have no doubt, but that he will be able
to answer this objection which hag boen mar-
shalled by the anti-teruperance men in the van
of their attack and reiterated by every speaker
against the law. In my opinion—though I
apprchend a slight falling off—the decreasein
our revenue will be nothing like what we'are
led to helieve it will be; and that opinion is
based on the viow that thogse who now expend
lerge sums in tho purchase of an article which
depraves their minds and delibitates ther bodies
will employ them in providing necessary dutia-
ble articles—which would promote the comfort
of their families and increase their respectabi-
lity. 1t will wrest from your Poor Houses.and
Penitentiaries the hundreds who are annually
driven from poverty, or forced by law, as punish-
ment for their orimes, into them. This will
much lessen & large public exponditure ; but
independently of all this,~L in common with
all temperance men believe that the benefits to
result from this measure will far outweigh ahy
and all disadvantages that have been or can be
introduced under this Bill-—nor do I antisipate
the necesgity of increasing the duty to be'levied
on imported articles. We have been asked in
view of this doficiency to provide a .menns
forsupplying it ; I answer ¢ sufficient for the
day is the evil thereof”—when we require to
make up a falling off in our Revenue it will be
time euough for us to consider the question.
Then comes the argument of impracticability ;
I cannot offer a reply to those opposed to us on
this point ; experience alone can prove whether
it will or will not be opérative here ; I may be-
justified in referring to the effoets of a similar
measure elsewhere as an earnest of its results
with us. It has been urged that wlierever
tried—Dills of this character have failed. My -
reading instructs me differently; and Inow have
under my hand indisputablo testimony: strougly .
controverting and denying such a position.
Neil Dow, in the following extract shews Low

© populer the Law is.

“Every monith, in this State, sinée the ehdct:
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51,000! A rum party no longer exists in
Maipe” = . . o

"To shew the working of the Law in Con-
necticut I may read the following letter from
Henry Datton : ‘

New Havex, Oct, 30, 1854.
E.C. DevLAvVAN, Esxq,,

Dear Sir,—I take this earliest opportunity
‘of replying to your enquiries’ regarding the
operation of the prohibitory Liquor Law of
Connecticut. I hazard nothing by asserting,
that no candid enemy of the law will deny,

- that it has proved more efficient than 1te most

sanguine friends anticiputed. It has complete-
ly swept the pernicious traffic, as a business,
from the State. An open groggery cannot be
found, I have not seen a person here in a
state of intoxication since the first of August.

‘In our cities and manufactaring  villages,

streets that were constantly disturbed by
drunken brawls, are now as quiet as any
other. The change is so palpable that many
who have been strongly opposed to such a
law have becoms forced to acknowledge the
efficiency of this. At the late state agricul-
tural fair, it was estimated that on one day
from 26 to 80,000 pereons of every cundition
of life were assembled, and not a solitary
drunkard was seen, and not the slightest dig«
tarbance wae made. The effect was so man-
ifest that the law has been regarded with
mwre favor than it was before.

The statistice of oar court and prison, prove
thal eriminal prosecutions are rapidly diminishe
ing in namber. Some: jails are almost tenant-
iless. The law has been thoroughly executed
with much less difficulty and oppesition than
was anticipated. In no instance has a sei-
zare produced any general excitement. Re-
gistauce to the law would be vnpopular; and
it has been found in vain to attempt to set it
at defianca. The longer the beneficial results
of the law are seen and felt the mora firmly
it hacomes eetablished,

The ridicalous idea, so industriously circu-
lated, that the sanctity of domestic lifa would
ba invaded, has been shewn to be a mere
bugbesr. ‘The home of the peiceable citizen
wan never before so secure. The officers of
the law have no occasion to break into his
dwelling, and he is now free from the intro.
sion of the lawless victims of intemperance.

Connecticut, by her own law, and by the
laws of the adjoining State of Massachusetts
end Rhode Isiand, is now effectually guard«
ed against the invasion of one of the worst
enemies of the buman race on all sides ex-
cept the west. The principle obstacle in the
wuy of complete success congists in the im-
portation of liquors trom the city of N. York
nto this State in cusks and demijohns, pros
fessedly for private use,

May -we not indulge the hope, that this
evil will soon be rémedied, and that as the
Empire State 13 the first in population, wealth.
and influence, she wili stand foremost in . this

_great effort to suppress. iminorality and crime,

. and to promote the happiness of the human

rage.  Certain, I am, “that. if her. citizens

‘ .‘g_a;»onc‘d try the experiment -of &_stringent. .prow .
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sent to Maine for the express purpose of as. '

. of the practical' success of the |

L

hibitory liquor law all the™ gold of* Californid
would not tempt them to abandon it.

‘With the highest respect, your obedient
servant, - ' o

‘"Henry Durron.

In. answer to the argument that we have
no right to legislate I may quote the following
extract from the message of Gov. Clarke :

¢ Intemperance deprives the Siate of the
productive energy ot thousands of our citizens
and 8o far diminishes its wealth, im,edes its
enterprize, and militates against the common
good. Itisa fruitful source of the pauperism
which imposes heavy burdens upon industry
and capital ; and its iolimate relation to
crime, and consequently to the burdens which
crime 1nposes upon us, i3 too obvious to es-
cape your observation. If the purely moral
aspects which it preseats shall be deemed as
nat entering within the scope of your dutiga,
its relation to, taxalion, and its producing
causes, is cinarly within the province of le~
gislation, and demands a degree of attention
corresponding to the great issues which that
relation involves.”’

The right to legislate in reference to the
traffic in intoxicating liquors will not be de-
uied. Oar present excise system is the [ruit
of suchlegislation. It has, in the process of
ime, undergone many modifications, but its
restrictive elemeunt, throughount these changes,
has been retuined, in subservience to the ori-
ginal purposs of the aysiem, viz.: the prohi-
bition of tha traflic so fur as the public good
may demand and the constitational limitations
of the law making power will permit.  All
restrictive legislation contaius the germ of pro-
hibition~is, in fact, prohibition partially ap-
plied—so that what is termed prohibitory.
legislation, in regard to the lquor traffic, is
oaly the exteusion of a principle endorsed as
sound by successive Legislatures, and its im-
parual application to all.

‘With these remarks, sir, I leave the advo-
cacy of our views to the hen. introducer of
the Law and other Temperance gentlemea in
the Housa. ‘ o

Hon. J. Howe—In answer to the. speech of
my honorable colleague, if the house will
permit me, I shall read a few passages taken &8
trom the Toronto Leader, containing the . &%
observations of a persou who had been ! [

certaining how far the Law had been effics~ |
cious ; and his report has been endorsed by,
the Editor of the ¢ State of Maine **~~withi
which journal John A. Poor, a Lawyer of!
much ability, is connected. What says it : 9

When I have heard the success of prohidition
in Muine, and especially in its chief ity of Port-
land, affirmed, I have always felt a strong desire||
to eee the assertion corroborated by a correspond.|!
ing condition of criminal statistics, - If the pro-i
hibitory law veally secured the object of
enactment——the suppression of . the manufag
sale and wee of spirits, wines, porter and ak
criminal statistics ought to exhibit a'res
decline. . If they do, the best possible evi

given.. Ii they do uot, then allul

the world will not suffice to di
ol prohibition.. "o this infallible’ tes
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astounding character. That there might be no
possible room to cavil about the accuracy of the
statistice, I resolved to search the records of the

courts in order to note the fluctvations of crime

since the celebrated ¢ Maine Law? wentinto
operation, in July, 1851. 'For judicial purposes,
the City of Portland is united with the County
«of Cumberland ; one municipal court serves the
joint purposes of hoth- From the official records
uf that court 1 obtained the following statistics ;
rhowing the number of persons annually charged
with crimes and offences from the year previous
to the enactment of the ‘* Maine Law®’ to the
21st of thie month, the day on which I examnined
1e judicial records :

No- of persons charged with

Years, crimes aud offences,

1850 (the year before the law passed) 492
1861 (Law in force from Jaly) 623
1852 612
1853 627
1854 (to Dec 21) 784

‘Thus, then, the numbaer of persons eharged with
crimes and offences, in the city of Portland and
county of Cumberland is situated, rose {rom 495,
in 1850, the year before the law went into opera-
tion, to 748, on the 21st December, 1854, when
the year had ten days.to run.  The law prohi-
biting the manufacture and sale of intoxicating
tiquors has heen three and a half years in opera-
tion ; and the progress of crime so far (rom
heing arrested has gone on increaging in a geo-
metrical ratio, having far outstripped that of the
population.  Jn 1850, Portland contained 20,000
ynhabitants , in 1854 it has 25,000 ; showing
an increase of twenty-five per cent infour years.
The increase of crime in the sane period, has
been nearly fifty per ceat. But it may be said
there may be some other explanation of these
astounding figures ; that these crimes do not
necessarily argue the existence of drunkenness ;
but that they may have occurred in gpite of the
forced but exemplary sobriety of the people
This theory, however, does not rest upon facts,
The judicial records show that somehow wen do
drink to excess in this model city of forced
abstemiousness ; that in the palice office charges
of drunkenness are daily preferred ; aad what is
more extraovdinary still that the number of ggrsons
charged with this offence in 1854 is greater Igon it
was the year before the prohibitory law was enacted.
On this point alse I examined the judicinl
records before quoted ; with the following re-
sult  In 1850, the year before the ¢¢ Maine
Law?® was enacted, two hundred and six perseny
were charged with drunkenness, or with being
rommon drunkards ;3 while two hundred and
sixty-eight had been charged with the same
offence (o the 21st December in the present year!
But the uctual increase of drunkards ia the city
of Portland and couniy of Cumberland is greater
than even there figures incieate. The actual
number of persons accused of drunkenness, in
1850, the year before. the *¢ Maine law’ went
into operation, is exaggerated in the records of
the courts : owing to the practice which then
existed of classilying as ¢/ common drunkards”
vagrants gent before the court on workhouse
_ warranté ; A practice which has gince (allen inte
. disuse. Nor do these figures show the whale
. sumber of drankardg arrested during the present
year ;- for many who are taken to'the Maishal’s

. aslounging.fiict that the’number’ of public. druak. . &t ¥
- 8eds in1his- ity and:the - C Qumbesland -

ity and:the -C
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resolve fo appeal : and the result is of the most -

- 1
‘ pﬂ‘ice during the night are _released in the'morn. -
‘ing. - We - have -thus* official - évidenne 1of: the -
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in which it ie sitaated. is considerably greater
.after three and a-half- year’s,_operation of the
¢ Maine Law” than it wag before the law was
enacted. D o A
In some months of the present year, the num-
ber of publie drunkards arrested has béen much
-greater than in others. The month of July was
the one in which excess in the use of liquor show-
ed the worst regults, about ninety persons or
nearly an average of . three a day having been
charged with that offence. .It is & reasonable
supposition that intoxicated porsons take grem-
tor care to guard against arrest now than for-
merly * and that a greater number do conse-
quently secrete themselves than when thay ware
not exposed to the vigilence of an anti-liqaor
law administration. This, however, is only an.
inference, and does not deserve to have the
weight or authority of an estgblished fact. It
is at the same time, a reasonable and legitimate
inference,
Of the character of the crimes other tham
drunkenness, the progressive increase of which
I have shown, I have said nothing. They con-
gist, for the most part, of such as result from
drink—assault and battery, and others of a
kindred nature,~—showing that there aroc not
only more public drunkards and more offenges
and crimes in this city and ounty than before
the ¢ Maine Law” was enactd, but that thoge
offences and orimes generally result from drink.
The cases of drunkenness which I have quoted
from the judicial records are nearly all from
this oity. The same remark is true to a great—
but not an equal—extent of the other offences
and erimes of which the figures are given above.
The e¢uestion remains—where is the drink
obtained that produces all this intoxioation, and
so much swaslls the list of offences and erimes ?
At this port very little liquor is imported.
That which is sonsumed hore comes generally by
a circuitous route from Boston, whers aisoa
similar law is in operation. None of tHase
lnws, which, in the different States, prohibit
the manufacture and sale of intoxicating drinks,
affect importation. This arises not from the
unwillingness of those States whose prohibitory
laws exist to proceed to. this extremity, but
from the fact that the commerce of the country
is under the exclusive comtrol of the Federsi
Congress, and cannot be interfered with by any
individual State. There is therefore, no logal
obstacle to the importation of liguorat this port; ‘
and if it is generally brought from Boaton’it ia
that the law may be more surely evaded. If
the late oollision between the Ocean‘and the
Cenada, the vessel bound for Portldrd was
found to have onboard several demijohns of
brandy. When liquor is found in this.State, it
eannot be confiscated before the proof is offered .
that it was kept, forsale ; otherwise every man's
private dwelling would be liable to be searched. - -
1t, sometimes occurs that places which do not "
wProfess to be tavrens or hotels are searched. - N
That liguor is sold at such places' is abunddntly
notorious ; and so grest has been the inoraase
of private houses in which it is sold, difice the
¢« Maine Law” cameé into opetation; thét I Have .
‘heard one of the best authorities in:the ¢ity .
estimate the number of places of overy.deserip- ¢ .
tion where intoxicating drinksare sdld at from | ‘
forty, the number in : existenoai&ttth*tg o ]
ab
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“seription. They are free from all those who 2 * enacted, aud that for a vastly inferior article;

some restraints which, for the good of society
it has been found necessary to impose upen
licensed taverns, The sole qualification re«
quired in the keeper of one of these dens js
seorasy.” Ie is nol required to provide him«
solf with any thing that is usefal—rooms,
beds, vicinals, anything, ir short, which ren-
ders a licensed tavern or hotel useful to tha
public. On the other hand, thera is, pruha.
bly, not a single hotel ia the Stare, that any
“wrave'ler would think of staymg at, whars
every kind of liguor is not regularly sold,—
where it i8 not openly brought to the public
dinnar table,—cartiad 11 private rooms, whers
Jittlo parties collect, and drink in the room
where it is kept in a ot of cuphoard, tha
doors 6f which are kept locked except when
liquor is required to be takenoat, 1 found no
ditfisulty in getting, ut the public dinner tablas
of the hotels anythiog in the way of drink I
usked for. Indeed, there is no pretence
whitever of witholding from travoliers any
beverage that they may call for, Tam ia.
formed thit many of the mosturdent advocates
of the prohibition do not air at such a degree
of success.  Afior driving through the city
with a genileman resident bere, to whom |
explained the object of my visit, I asked him
to go with tme into some ol the hotels and seo
the actoal working of the rrachinery, I was
stopping at another hotel; and so we went in
a3 mere casual passers by—apparently, in
faet, having no object but to take a glass of
brandy. We went to the office, —~the bars
having all become offices now,~—and, on mak-
ing kaown onur wants, were shown intoa
room not far off, on the same flonr., The
‘waiter who accompanied us took a bunch of
: keys in his hand and walked up toa sort of
~eupboard, and having unlocl_ted the door han-
ded out a decanter of questionable brandy-~
‘saying, as the liquors were exposad to view,
without any remak frowm us other than the or-
der for the liquor,—¢<The baine Law illustra-
tad ! ‘The decanter had appearently had re-
teiv heavy drafls upon it, for the brandy had
goivery low.  The waiter, therefore, pro-
daced a large demijohn, out of which ha re«
plenished the nearly exhausted decanter,
do not profess to be a judge, bat I should call
it indifferent liquor.  Indeed, from all the
avidence I ean collect, nothing else but iadil-
farent liguor is now imported into this State,
importers, in view of the risk of seizure, will
not import a costly artisle 3 and the resalt i3
that the public, which will not desist from the
use of stimulants, in spite of the law, is served
with a daleterisus, poisonous compound which
passes for pure liquor,  The effsct of swal-
rlowing such abomioable flaids must be great-
iy injarious,  knstead of prohibiting the use of
Jiquer, the real effect of the law is to cuuse a
vary bad sarticle to be consumed.
From all the evidence I can collect, I ha.

‘ligve that the seliers of liquor not only derive -

great henefit from the prohibitory law, bat

tHat they are so fuliy cunvineed of the fact

" that they would not prociive ‘ite repeal if they
coulds’ "/Fhiey charge  about’ twice’ ds niich
for liquor 28 they did before. the law.was

v

- pevties - club togethe

thas making their profits thres or four times
as great, as before the law was passed, on the
quantity sold.  And that the quantity sold is
mach less, the stalistics T have quoted give
no indication. Bat tho advantages of the law

to retail liquor dealers do not stop here,—
They are free from the license tax; from the
obligation to provide stated accommodations
for their patrons; in short, they eajoy a law-
lass freedom ot evarything bat the fear of de-
tection. And, in point of fact, they care vary
little Tor that; for society hiving coaspired to
defaat the law, tha lighar dsalers ara held
harmleas of all fines, panalties, and torfeitures
which are altimitely borne by their castomars |
being raised by & sort of voluutary assess-
ment,  When a dne for illogal salling i3 an-
nounced, the regular customners of tha house
mulcted contribute each his proporiioato make
ap the amount,

The aonspiracy into which socisty his en-
tered to defwat the law dees not end here. It
is the most difficult thing ia the world to get
evidenca to convict a party of illegal salling.
The seller and the buyer are’in league 10 de-
feat the law,  The buyer equally with the
seller deews himsell an interested party.--
Whether it be the honor that is said to exiat
among thieves or somathing else, the parcha~
ger would dee himself dizgraced if he dis-
closed the violation of the law to which ha
was a party and of whish he was the cause.
The law holds oul a premiam to the drankard
to beeome inforrner, by giviag the judicial
functionary who is (0 try the case, a discre«
tionary power to rerut part of the penalty 1o
which he is subject in case he tucus evidencs
againat the seller. Cases ara very rare ig
which the bayer becomes informer or witness;
and this daoger i2 especially small with re-
spectable hotels,  Convictions therefore are
most difficult to be obtained, The great ma-
Jjority of complaints (or infraction of the law
coggs to nothing, But when coaviction is
obtained, in the lower tribunals, itis seldom
acquiesced in, when it 3" rosaible to' raise
seme legal point on whiclh ‘to appea! it to the
Higher Coart. Nearly the whole legal fra-
teruity has joined the conspiracy to defeat the,
lawy and thers ace {ew cados in which it is
not possible to pick someflaw. Whena cass
ts appealed, the chanees are that the convic-
tion will be upse’, : :
~ In Augusta, under the eyes of the very
Legislature that passed the probibitory law,
liquor is just as much sold as in this eity, .
Twa or three persoas will go into o hote!; - B8
take o rovin, and call for any liguor thay
want, which at once comss to order.~~THis
necessity of taking rooms by parties who do
net intend to remain all night is another new
source of profit which the prohibiwory law se.
cares to bowel keepers. . In Bangor, liquor.is  §
more openly sold than .in either Augusia-or = §
Portland; and in the surrounding country,the'
-effect of attempting te prohibit itagale and.ua
Jig said to have produced the-mustod
resalte. - As liguor is dearur; ifdot
' flealt-to obtaing ‘in: sifid
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quantity for their joiat ase. It is storcd in
some particalar place, where the owners go to
drink it. It i3 not Kept for sale; and reither
its purchase nor use is a violation of the law.
A pative of Bangor informed me that that
practice, an offspring of the prohibitery law,
has made many sober young men miserable
sols.

In this State, no one i3 reduced to the ne-
cessity of foigning sickness and getting a medis
cal certificate w that effect in order to obtain
liquor. Itis only too easily uccess ble everye
where.  If it 13 not publicly eshibited, it is
publicly sold at the dinner iabls, in the
privata rovw, aud the rooms where it is kept.

As may readily ba supposed, the parties
charged with the office of puablic informe
do not always show an excess of vigilence or
varry the system of espionage 1o a revolting
excess. If [am correctly informed, a good
ilerl of collusion exists between the illegal
satlers and those whose daty it is to watch
theu.

I have it oa the amhority of a gentleman
extensively engaged in the administration of
the law, aud thoroughly understands its
workings, tbat it leads to the st frghtful
perjury ; snd he does not think that this iy~
morality can be avoided so long us the law
kiolds out the temptations it does to the com-
mission of this crime.

On this the Editor of the ¢ State of
Maine > thus remarks :

* We give in another columu a letter on
the subject of the Maine Law, which we
commend te our readers, Notwithstandiog
us great length, we preferred w pablish the
whole us we couald not leave out any portion,
without materially injuring it. 'T'he Leader
is the Government organ of Upper Cunada,
und is probably the ablest paper in that Pro
vinge. It has a very exteusive circulation
among ull classes,

“ We are acquainted with the anthorthef
fauter, und we quote with entire  approvthjet
lollswing from the Montresl Gazette othaen
publication of the dogument ;= 0

* We puablish to day a letier on the working
of the Maine Law in Maine, from the special
correspondent of the Torouto Leader. The
facts stated we commnead o the consideration
of the advocates of the Maine Law in this
Province. We ars inlimately acquainted
with the writer, and believe his statements
way be relied on.  We are aware that he
weut specially Lo make inquiries on the sub-.
Jeet, and are perfoctly satisficd of his irnpar-
tality,  Flis statoments are at least suscepti-
ble of ensy refatation if untrue, and, if the
advocates of the Muine Law are not prepared
dscaccept the consequences of them, we trus
that in the place of [rothy auad worthless
to lamation, they ‘will shew us in a legitis
tnate’ manner wherein the error consists,
We aro opposed ' to the principle of tha

s
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“pat this question to the advocates of prohibiy
tory liguor laws :~~Whether it is worth while
to. make legislative euactinents that witl b
certain to fail of their purpose, and not only
that, but encourage systematized breaking of
the law as well as perjury? We hold i 10
be an ansound principle of legislation to enact
laws that will no: command common respect.
Wilfully to break laws is a crime snd 2 sin
in morals, and the State Ly the making
of bad lnwa shosld not hold out temptationa
for the commission of either ; or it would
create worse evils than those sought to be
removed.”’ S
Mr. Fulton.—1t will be remembered. 8ir, that
stateinents similar to those juet quoted by my
hon. colleague, were put forth about a year gtace,.
by a person calling himsel! Dow.  These wera
refutea by Neal Dow, the father of the Maine
Lav. 1t just so happens, Sir, that in refeience
to the very article cited by my hon friend—I
have an article pubhished originally in the
“ Montreal Wilness” aud republished in tha
¢¢ Canada Temperance Advocate’® trom which 1
quote, 1t reads as follows s ’

Portland and the Maine Law,

We thankfully transfer the foregoing from the,
Montreal Witness ; and from the same source.
we commend the following to our readers 1 —

The Moutreal Herald, which inserts with
alacrity auything against the Maine Law, has'
copied a counnunication lrom some person abgout -
Portland, Maine, to the Toronto Leader, another

~anti-Maine Law puper. This document gves:

statisties showing thbat crime has been on the
increase in Portland and vicinity since. tie
Maine Law was enacted, and avers that drunken-
ness likewise has been steudily on the igcrease,:
and that drinking is now pertectly open.. Upon.
this the conclusion is arrived at by the Herald;:.
and passses frum mouth to moutk through-fhat
city that the Maine Law has proved a desided’;
failure. T'o this conclusion we are dtsposeditos
demur for various reasons te— RS
Ist. Because the staustics now publishediby
the anonymous correspondent of a biuerly anti-
Maiune Luw paper are divectly in the teeth ofzall .
that we have seen formerly, and of a docowent.
signed by the leading ministers, merchants, and .
others of Portland, which was called forthra«
year or (wo agu by a somewhat similar attack oi-:
that city. ‘ . N
24. Lven admitting the statement to.be.trig;..

-8 regards Portland and its immediate. vicinityy

they would unly prove ihat place to be an exeep..:
tion to a general rule ; lor there can .be.mon
oubt that the Maine Law, in every Stateiwhere,
it has ‘been enacted, has greatly diminished:
drunkenness and crime.  Eise, why are tempets.s
atc men, and, indecd, gouod citizens generally, 8o
anxions to sustain it in States where it has'duce .-
been introducee T | : i dap
3d. Portland bas increased with greatyapi~i.

EATo.

dity since the Maine Law was. enncted. ¢ and;.>

Meine Law, but we are ready to give all due

consideration Yo any facts that may. be urged

¢ 0

in ite: favor, -
dent,, of; ihe
shall do.aatil they.are controverted, w

sl ek happba oiad
L : &

'
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**Assumung the statements of the Correspon= .-
the , Leader, 10 bo . true, whigh we -
wewould: :theik

e v Epilal o

being a geat thoroughfare for Canada; heeas:
large resident and floating foreign population, sy
that it will not be woaderful if_there sbe ‘much.s
intemperance and crime:there. . - . . - ¢l BT
4th, The people ot Portland actoally putoutasy
Mayor who enforced th.e Law.and.put in. one.who:,
would .ot enforce it, so.that the Maive:iawwils.
vistually repealed lor that Jocality’ ,-: :
results eo triumphantly; spro¢laimed: by onig.
Maine.Law. friendsure, il.trué thedriitem
b bot of W of e
Ao ol T geiner ¢
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Now, Sir, 1 give these extracts to my hon.
friend in answer to his, here is a communication
entitled to credit becatse it containg the actual
experience of one who made himself acquainted
with the facts by actual observation—which facts
have been copied into a leading paper published
in Pordand—and mcet the approbation of its
Editors.

So it will be perceived that the letter from
whieh my hon. friend read—was got up for &
paper directly opposed to the Maine Law ; and
18 therefore not eatitled to weight—ever though
not answered, as it has beon, so completely by
the ¢ witness.”

Mr. A. G. Archibald, I am satisfied, Sir, that
& document, such as that which has been just
read to the House by the hon. member for
Cumberland—emanating from the source it has—
skould not be entitled to that credence which an
authentic narratiion over the signature ofa
responsible person would command. Is not the
animus of that extraordinary letter patent from
the beginning to its very end ; and I would ask
my hon. friend, ifhe is disposed to accept it as
& fair and impartial seatement of the facts.
Every sentence is animated with intense and
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report on it. He should be quite prepared to
submit to the investigation of the hon. and
learned member for Annapolis and the hon.
member for Cumberland.

After some further sonversation,

Hon. Attorney General said—Mr. Speaker, I
approach the consideration of this question in
a spirit of calmness, with a desire pervading
my mind to test the soundness of itsprinciples,
and the application of those principles to the
present gituation of Nova Scotia. I desire to
ask the representatives of this people whether
they are prepared to introduce into Nova Scotia
a prineiple, in my view, unsound and injurious.
On one point, sir, the advocates of this measure
and its opponents do not differ; all agree that
drunkenness is an evil; that if it oould be era-
dicated from the land—banished from our midat,
a great moral benefit would result, and the tone
of the social system be 1mproved ; & healthier
and sounder morality introduced; and a hideous
blemish struck away from our system. Now
sir as rogards the current of public opinion;
hon. gentlemen take up the petitions presented,
and argue from them as incontestible proofs of
that feeling. What do we do see, sir? Pages

virulent opposition to the Law. He tells us on pages, filled with names written in the same
that since the Maine Law has been in operation handwriting; in many cases signed by girls and
—crime hasincreased ; and that a greater num- boys. I presume that the most enthusiastic ad-
ber of persens have been summoncd before the vocate of this bill will not tell us that all these

roper tribunals and convicted of drunkenness. signatures have been procured with propriety,

oes he in candor admit that these increased or that all of them are from persons whose age
cages may have b-en the result of the more and information entiile their sentiments te
rigid sarveilance exercised by those to whom the weight. That a large body of sensible, intelli.
carrying out of this Law had been intrusted ? gent men and women have appended their

How many of the 734 cases may have re-
sulted from a breach of the very law he con-
demns ? This candid observer does not say.

names to them is unquestionable; and that out-
side pressure has been brought to bear on many
hon. gentlemen in this House, none can deny.

But, Sir, he argues that the law has failed be- Take my two hon. colleagues in the Govern-
cause the importation sale and use of the article ment, the hon. member for Cumberland and the
bas not been precluded. So say we ; and for Hon. Financial Secretary; no man can impute

that reagon is it that the law introduced by us
goes further than the Maine Law and prolibits
sll three. ‘

The hon. and learned member for Cumber-
land,in his speech of the other day lent the
influence and weight of his acknowledged talents
to the opponents of this measure ; many points
taken by him could not fail to excite admiration
for their ingenuity, and indeed the whole
speech abounded with wit and humour. But,
Bir, in my view that is not the mode by which
such a question as this should be met. Water,
said he, is useful and beneficial—but it some-
times does injury, would you therefore bring in
& law to prohibit the existence of water,—so
with fire and gunpowder. Does not every hon.
gentleman here feel that these illustrations
were not in point? Sir, 1 maintain that a
legislatureis bound to enact such laws as will
best subserve the interests of the country ; I
hold that no society can exist without the resig-
nation—by its members—of a certain amount
of individual natural liberty. Is there nota
restrictive Law on our Btatute Book by which
powder magazines are prohibited from existing
within certain boundaries? The argument,
then is fallacious and unsound. I ‘shall not
further trespass on the time of the House at

_present but will take an opportunity of effering

wy views more at large. .
. Hon, Jos. Howe felt the force of the remarks,
.made by the hon. member for Colchester ; but

" he would suggest to the advocates of the Bill,

whetherin. the absence .of “edrréct data—two
gentlemen should not be deputed to' visit. Maine
ezsumine jnto the working of the Law, and 'to

to them, in the advocacy of this measure, a sel.
fish or unworthy motive. As members of this
House, though in the Government, they have
been left free to adopt whatever course they
deemed necessary on this question. It must
not be supposed, then, for a moment, that the
Grovernment of this country would place itself
in the faise position of opposing a movement,
in which it becomes a moral and free people to
engage, originating in motives, which have for
their object the moral elevation, the christian
improvement, and the social happiness of their
countrymen. Still they may conscientiously
differ in the propriety of the experiment, and

hold that no case has been made out in its favor. .
Bir, grave objections have been urged agsainst .

the measure; some have not yet been answered,
and some, in my view, cannot be answered.w
This, of all others, is a bill which should he
fairly, fully, and temperately argued. I do
not mean to assert that it will not effect some

good; that the sale, importation, manufacture -

or consumption of alcoholic drinks will be ag
extensive as at present. ' In many-—perhaps
most—portions of this country, these evils will
be checked; the bill will be, to a certain extent,

operative, but I believe that in its course will .

flow evils of equal, if not greater, magnitude,.-

than those it will cure.

. such law can be found on the Statute ‘Book of
any country in the world—gomg
the laws adopted by the United,Statis.
Maine' Low goes to no'such lenghiv; ig‘Vetyoﬁ# ;

- after trying the modified Latwy d'resot
taken place, and the Maine’ Liquor’ La

far beyotd"
‘ wsf‘ﬁg,

'S

It, I have said, is a dubious experiment; no.-
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been abrogated Massachusetts has not adopt-

ed it; New York has refused to sanction it— -

Quotatxons have been read from the message of
Governor Clark; but, sir, let us mark the al-
teration which has tiken place in the sentiments
of the Empire State. 'At the late session, the
Senate and House of Representatives passed a
restrictive law which permitted the importation
of intoxicating liquors for use, which this bill
prohibits; but Governer Seymour, in the exer-
vise of that power vested in him by the consti-
tution, vetoed that law,—interposed his judg-
ment to prevent its going into operation; and,
sir, with that veto, he scnt down an eloquent
and able message, in which he announced his
objections to the bill. Now, sir, it is true that
Governor Seywmour lost his election by a very
insignificant majority, the voters in the Stato
numbering some hundreds of thousands; true
it is that 300,000 electors were so equally di-
vided that for days varying reports announced
the alterrate slection of, on one day Seymour,
the noxt Clarke, until tire final report gave the
gubernatorial chair to Mr. Clarke. This shews
indisputably that public opinion was nearly on
an equipoige; and if this was the caso in the

© United States, how much sironger would have

been the feeling, had the law gone to the ex-
treme length contemplated by this enactment.

If, sir, the surrender of a mere indulgence
would effect the object which tempemnco 1en
have in view, and, per force of example, save
humsan beings from the corrupting and demoral-
ising vice of drunkenness, the people, actuated
by a senso of virtuous qelf-sacuﬁcc should vol-
urtarily abandon the use of that which eacsed
the evil. This, however, is widely different
from a compulswo law which steps in, usurps
the office of conscience, and with arbitrary in-
flexibility, enunciates a rule of moral conduct,
to which 1t enforces strict obediencc. We are
told that the power of virtuous action of volun-
tary regolution can mo longer be our guide; if
50, and that principle be sound, it ought to be
upplied to every evil. We see around us, Mr.
8peakor, moral vice quite as odious in its re-
sults as any that ensue from the use of intoxi-
oating liquors. Ascend your upper streets,—
thero infamous houses and brazen, fiaunting vice
areto be seen. Why not attempt to legislate
thege out of existence ? Because human laws
or human wisdom ean never reach human pas-
sion; because the experience of the world has
shewn us that any attempt to eradicate vice by
legislation increases rather than diminishes it.
Does any man suppose that we can extirpate
drunkenness from the land? The passion for
strong drink is inherent in human nature; it is
to be found in the castle and the cottage«-—m
the islands of the South Sea or the. wilds of
Mexico, as well as in London or in Paris. Con-
trol it you mey; erndicate it you cannot. Now,
gir, if the principle he sound here, it is sound
all over the world; it is applicable alike to
lceland or the wine-growing countries of the
south .of Europe. In the latter it is consumed
largely by the people; the wines there produced
are found t0 be healthful and invigorating—nor
could  any substitute be provxdﬂd “to supply
their place, From this, sir, I argue that wine"
in its moderate use iz not Jnjurious; that it;
never, was the design of Providence ' to prevent’
its uge; .and honce it follows that.no'eternal rule
of morals, ‘such. as. has been gropounded by.the.-
sdvacates of ﬁemgérance hére,'ean be. laid do
for Ohr gﬁia‘ )aé i PR .S’”“‘
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force is mot derived from the seriptures. I Hs
tened 'last session to the ingenious argiiments '
drawn from holy writ, and urged on this House; -
and, sir, I am gare that no candid ¢ enqmrer who
heard them could esc&pe from the conviction*
that thero is nothing in the language of setip-

ture which asserts that it is a violation of moral-

duty innocently to indulge in the use of wine.
But, sir, after I had spoken last session, in, ad-~
dition to all seriptural reference made, I found
a passage completely sustaining the viéws I
had expressed. It is m Ecclu:\lastxcua, and reads
thus:

Wine taken with sobriety is equal ht’e tomen
—if thou drink it moderately thou sha.lt be 80-
ber.

Wine was created from the beginning to ma.ke
men joyful, not to make them drunk.’

Wine drunken with moderation is the Joy of
the soul and the heart.

Sober drinking is health to soul and body.‘

Wine drunken with oxcess raiseth quarrelb,
and wrath and many ruins.

Wine drunken with excess iy bitterness of the
soul.

These passages contain, in my view, the wholw
philosophy of the question; and though quoted’
trom one of the books which we do not receive:
ag canonical, is yet held by s large body of-
christians to be among the inspired writings,
aud by all is regarded with respect. The rule’
sought to be enforced is not sanctioned by serip-
tures; it has no precedent in the legislation of'
any other country; it is opposed to the 'vital-
principles of all social, national ‘and christian’
policy from the carliest ages to the present hour’
—and therefore it is that I call it a new und
dubious experiment.

Now, sir, among the Americans, that Ia.w~l“ov—
ing and law-ordaining people, when the restrzao‘
tive bill was in operation in Massachusetts, “tho ‘
city of Boston presented a spectacle by no mea
creditable; in open day, at the public bars’ of
the Revero or Tremont Houses, or at their din-
ing tables, liquors were sold as freely a8 béfore
its passage. It iz my duty, as a publio ma,n,
auticipating similar results here, to exclude it

if’ possible from our Statute Book. Sir, I do -

not wish to be misunderstood; if this law comed
into operation, I shall endea.vor fawhfulljr
vigorously to carry it out; and therefore it ii

that I desire that it should be fully, tmderstob& ‘

before it is adopted As to the effect”of

bill on the revenue, I differ from my Lion. friés

the Financial Secretary. The amount now de- -
rived from this source is £22,000 or thereabouts.
Suppose that the 1mportatmn is entirely chégl.
ed—and it must be so ag regards the legal’
portation—then about one-fifth of the Téve fﬁ”
is lost to the Province. From what sourde’is
this deficiency to be supplied 7 ~ It miay be HHA
the increased consumption of some urtxcles
supply a part; but no inan, beliévés,
vield from this source will smount $0 the, loss'
occasioned by the bill. Molasses, and & g“g
are both taxed to the highest “pogsible ﬁe

the duty on tea cannot be mcx‘eased and
shall loose 4 or £5,000 by the free impoFtatl %
under the reciprocity bill, True, our teveﬁt%‘”
of lagt year increased beyond timt,of fox‘ﬂ"[ ¥
yosrs to anjunprecedentéd degree; bilt 'ng:

dent man yyould look to o index. ¢
next yesr’s edlleotxon;
po«ed to &sﬂunip‘that '£

calohlafiohe. ™ ¢'are c 9
ﬂzsb? oo‘ "’iﬁ’a as“’” i {fitorest
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road gervice must of necessity be provided for
since,I cannot believe that our people are at all
ingclined-to surrender any portion of that grant,
I take it that the public credit of the.country
must be sustained. Now, sir, in addition to
this the amount derived from the sale of licenses
in the city of Halifax amounted in 1852 to
£1160-——in 563 to £1300; that sum is struck
away, and under this law must be levied by di-
rect taxation on the eitizens of Halifax. As a
financial question, then, it is replete with diffi-
culties which require much care to surmount or
overcome. Asa moral reform its effects will be
at least questionable.  This, sir, is no experi-
ment to be talked of on platforms and adopted
without forethought; when men whom the pub-
lic have intrusted with their dearest public
interests are required to deal with such a law
as this—congiderations, which have no weight
on the temperance lecturer bear heavily upon
them. We cannot shut our eyes to the fact
that the geographieal position of this eountry
—and its contiguity to the Republic of America
—are two forcible proofs that this law will be
set at naught—must be to a large extent nuga-
tory. Again, the Law will only preclude the
poor from using intoxicating drink ; the rich
man who can afford it .and is not inclined to
forego the - gratification of his taste, will im-
port his own brandy ; this is a consoquence
which cannot be avoided.

. These, Sir, are my views ; the subject was so
thoroughly discussed last year that a reiteration
of the arguments then used or a more minute
examination into the nature and effects of this
measure is entirely unnecessary. Its friends
need fear neither the secret nor the open hosti-
lity of the Government ; nor should the odium
of rejecting this measure be taken by the Upper
Branch,—if passed here, I hope the Legislative
Council will not refuse its sanction ; I desire
that this Law shall pass because I believe that
nothing but actual experience will convince
Temperonce men of the evils that will flow
from. I shall rccord my vote against the
Bill, because I believe that it will be unsound
in prineciple and injurious in practice,—that in-
stead of improving the moral tone of society it
will déprave and vitiate it ; reduce our revenue
ard substitute hypoeritical for open drinking—
introduce a poisonous drugged decoction for
the healthy liquor now used—promeote smugg-
Iing and increase crime-—for these remsons I
shall vote against the Bill.

‘ ———
Fripay, Feb. 23, 1855.

" Mr. Marshall, from the Comaittee on the pe.
tition of operators in the Telegraph Company,
reported a bill in fuvor of that petition, to ex-
empt operators from serving on juries, &c.

My, B. Zwicker presented a petition from in-
habitdnts of Lunenburg, in favor of the Prohib.
ity 'Liquor Law, now belore the house.

Hon. Provincial Secretary, by command, faid
on the table the report of Captain Chearnley, on
the River Fisheries of Nova Scofia,

" ‘Mr."Marshill repotted in favor of a patent Fog

Bell. . ‘

'My. Hugh Munro presented 2 petitions from
the county he represented, in favor of the Pro-
hibitory Liquo;ALaw,, ) ‘
“Hon, Financial Secretary presented petitions
ia favor of ghéf“f’hiﬁitdl‘é,piquqrf]}a_w.. N

‘ “bimihittee on. bills, and

he }gbh;éb, went’ i’h‘to_v
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LIQUOR LAW AND CHANCERY.

bill to the Comumitee of the
nis Exéhange Reading Koo, in Halifax..

anh‘ 24’:,)1%55‘ :

Several bills passed for the revision of the Re.
vised Statutes. - . .

The bill with reference to the appointment ot
Harbor Masters was taken up and discussed by
Messrs, B. Smith, Marshali, Thomas Coffin,
hon. Sol. General, 8. Chipman, Murray and
McLellan.

This bill wus recommended to he sent to n
Special Committee.

The Bill for the assessment of Railway dama-
ges was taken up.

My, Killam opposed the pasrage of a clause re
lieving the counties of the fencing each side of
the railway. He never believed that Halifux
was going to pay anything for this Ruilway, and
the present bill convinced him of the fact.

Mr. Esson—The hon. member is quite miata-
Ken. Halilax is ready, at any moment, to raise
her £100,000, and pay the iuterest on it.

After other bills had passed without debate,
the house adjourned. C.

B &~ o S
SaTURDAY, Feb. 24, 1855.
Chancery.

Hon. Attorney General asked leave to
introduce a bill entitled an act to abolish
the Court of chancery, and to transfer
the equity jurisdiction to the Supreme
Court. The bill was prepared by the So-
licitor Geeneral, Mr. Ritchie, Mr. William
Howe and myself, the commission appoint-
ed last year for that purpose. The
bill comprehends, in” anarrow compass,
all that the commission thought necessary
to effect the object in view. The change
contemplated will have a large effect on
the rules und practice governing. proceed-
ings in equity, and sweeps away most, il
not all, the absurditics incident to chan-
cery proceedings. The New Brunswick
bill of last yoar creates an equity side in
the Common Law Court—chancery under
another name. In the States of New
York and Ohio they bhave introduced a
change in the whole practice of the Su-
preme Court Neither of these did the
commission think it wise to adopt; they
took a middle course, giving to the Judge
of the Supreme Court an equity jurisdic-
tion. In the four yeurs prior to 1851,
125 suits were instituted in Chancery, or
an average of 31 causes a year. Twenty-
five of these were brought to foreclose'
mortgages ; therefore but six were annual-’
ly instituted for other than foreclosure
cages, and these combined all the varieties
of matter over which an equity court has-
jurisdiction. I am justified, then, in stat-
ing that the actual business-done does not-
exceed 10 or 12 suits yearly. 'The great
objection to Chancery, as now constituted,.
is that its forms, delays and expensive ma-
chinery excludes a vast amount of business
which ought.to be adjudicated- on by ‘it.’
The first clause of this bill gives to 'the-
Supreme Court jurisdiction ovér'all caufes
‘BoW ‘determingble only in 'Changery,
then. pm‘v,i_de@*thaﬁf@heﬂpgactieg%ofm%
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preme. Court, as ‘modified by this aet,
shall constitutethe Chancery practice. It
transfers the whole records at once to the
Supreme Court, and abolishes the cumber-
some, expensive, and highly ohjcctionable
mode of taking evidence in writing, It
allows & judge on application to order
that any fact may be tried bya jury. The
proceedings, instead of commencing by a
bill full of technicalities, are initiated
by the issue of a summons, in which the
complaint is to be set out in clear, intelli-
gible language. The eleventh section pro-
vides that if anything las been omitted
by the commission, the court shall supply
the deficiency by an order or rule to bo

torney General then explained that the

‘ framed for that purpose. The Hon. At-

| ourt had power to enforce the specific

F
>

oy doglared

performance of a contract, and that the
bill provided means for the perpetuation
of testimony, and that the assignee of a
case in action, such as a bond or other-
wise, might sue in his own name.

Note.—As the bill is now under debate,
the Reporter has much condensed ‘the ad-
dress of the Hon. Attorney General.

Municipal Corporation.

The House went into committee on the
Municipal Corporation Bill, and passed a
aumber of clauses.

Com. and House adjourned.

—————

Moxpay, Feb. 26, 1853,

Cadets in the Navy.

Hon. Provincial Secretary laid on the table
dispatches from Sir George Grey, apprizing
the Government of Her Majesty’s decision to
place annually at the disposal of the Govern-
ment of Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova
Scetia, naval eadetships, in the proportions
of two to the first, and one to each of the two
Iast, ‘
In laying these papers on the table he said
that he was commanded by His Excelléncy
toinform the House that, referrisg tothe great
public services rendered by the hon. member
for Cumberland (Mr. Howe,) and especially
to the eloguent and effective speeches deliver-
ed by him, here and elsewhere, in -advocacy
of the claims of Nova Scotians tothe patron-
age of their Sovereign, he had selected one of

of the sons of that gentlemen as the first ob-

Ject of the provision thus graciously made by
Her Majesty, for the promotion of natives of
this colony, in her military service. The
Provineial Secretary concluded by expressing
his conviction that the young gentleman thus
distinguished would, by his good conduct,
prove himself worthy of the honor conferred
on him, and of the name that he bears il-
lustrious, as we know it is, ,in the naval an.

nals;of the British_Empire,

9

Hon. Joseph: Howp.—Mr,, éﬁe&k&,&l‘ilﬁmy\ ‘
Ay that 1 look-upon ’:th‘,e!ad@pbigmoﬁgthe,;po@ :
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- thinking, the.
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move in the right direction. I'haye long
felt, and often expressed the opinion, thatthe
United Services ought to include ‘men from
the outlying portions of the Empire yand that
the introduction of more of our. young men
into them would add much to the-strength.e:
the nation by sea andland, - As theseservices
have been hitherto conducted, I have always
considered colonists practically; excluded,
When His Excellency the Lieutenant Goyer-
nor put this correspondence into my . hand,
and did me the honor to offer me:the first
cadetship in his gift for ene of my sons, I did
policy tobe chan-
ged, I did not think I had any right either ag
a British subject—a British American—or. s
Parent, to refuse. I therefore enclosed the
note of His Excellency to my two sons at the
Horton Academy, and asked which of them
would accept the appointment, and by the
mail after, I received an answer in which
both of them volunteered. (Cheers and merri-
ment.) Iwasthen at aloss to know which to
select, but the regulations enclosed set me
right, decided the point.. These provide that
the applicant shall be above fifteén or under
twelve. The oldest being ‘‘above fifteen®’
was therefore excluded. The youngest is
Just twelve. In a few weeks I expect that he
willbe duly enrolled in Her Majesty’s service.
Ido not expect that this youngster will be,
able to do much towards the reduction of
Cronstradt or Sebastopol, but I hope he will
do his duty, and if he lives, remember the
gxample of his great namesake of the first of
une. C
Mr. Marshall.—I am very glad, Mr. Spea-
ker, to welcome these despatches, and haye
no doubt the young gentleman just spokén of
will distinguish himself in the Navy, .48 his
Father has done here. R

Prohibitory Liquor Law,

Mr. M. I Wilkinsopened thodebate. ' [Hzy-
ing handed our notes to that gentlernau, and
not having received them back, we are obliged
to go on without them at present. They werein-
tended to come in their proper place in the Pap.
Hamentary volume, but have not heen received. ]

Mr. Archibald said, that the question befofe .
the House was the general principle of the
Bill, that most of ‘the arguments of the hon,
and learned gentleman who had just sat down ' -
referred to details. Wiih respect to these, it"’
was a matter entirely for the committee, if
the bill should reach that stage, to, pass, on
them, and should it be made appeur that, any -
of the clauses were capable of improvement :
they could be moulded to meet the wishes of ..
the House.. He would not, theretore, at pre.-
sent touch that part of the hon. and learned
gentleman’s argument, but there wers doine -
of his positions that he coald not refrain from
noticing.  The hon and léarned mbiiber
seoms to suppose that it is the objéet 'of lalys
to punish crime, not to preveot it. * T Hold da .’
entirely differentdoctring. I think that preven.
tive is better than cure, and I cannot help
hon: and, leara ntlen
Id:be. well ille

1

dootrine
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nnly imode ‘would be to bail out the ship after
the water had go in. Thia is not the kind of
 legislation which is in accordance with “the
spirit of 'the present day. The hon’ble and
learned gentleman thinks that intemporance
has been inflicted on munkind, by the Author
of all things, and that it is in vain to attempt
to’stay it by legislation. \Without stopping 1o
enquire as to soundness of the ‘premises, I
will ptotest against the conclusion. Is that
the mode in which similar evils are dealt
with ! Does a pestilence approach our shores,
would the hon and Jearned gentleman adopt ,
no sanitary precautions ? If legislatzonweqe ’
needed would he not adopt it, becanse provi«
dence had sent the scourge ?

‘The hon snd learned gentleman has talked
of 'the petitions on the table. He thought
that the 40,000 persons who had asked for
legislation, represented but a small part of the
community.,  But if so, what do the 40 petis
tioners on the other side represent ? He tells
us, t0o, that the bill is based on the principle
that the use of liquor is a sin.  He is entires
ly mistaken. The friends of the bill main.
tain no such doctrine. - Nobody pretends that
the usé of spiritaous liquors is wrong per se.
It is oaly in reference to consequences that
what is in itselt indifferent, becomes wrong,
It is, therefore, because the use of thess be-
verages is found destruciive to the beat en-
terests of the community, that they hecome
legitimately the subje?t of restrictive or pro.
hi%igdry legislation. o

* As to the scriptured part of the argument
I will leave it to the hon. and learned intro.
dacer of the bill to follow its epponents over
that ground. . Bat in reference to the que
tion of the hon and learned Attornay General
I will say, that from the authority to which
that gentleman had applied, in sappost of his
views, I am led to the conclusion. that havi a
foand nothing in the bible to sait him, he had
beén abliged to take his stand on the Apocry-
pha—(Laughter.) = Iam willing to give him
the full benefit of his position, he conld bardly
expact getitlemen to look upon the argument
as anything but apocryphal. .

And now, sir, let me ask the attention of the
house to the principle involved in the Lill. [t is
said that evils of a moral nature are not the pro-
per subjects of legislation, and that this bill, in

dealing with a matter of that kind, is fouided on
a ‘wrong ‘principle.  Before adverting to the
soundncss of this position, let me ask the heuse
if there is_anything new in the principle of the
present bill? “What has been the effact of every
Luw passed in Great Britain since the first ale
house was licensed?  What has been the eflet .
of every law on our Staiute Book on the stthject
of spirituous liquors since the first session” in
which the legislature of this Province wis cop-
vened down to_(he present, day?  Was it not to
prohibit the buk of the community—1o prokibit
all but an excépted few fromn engaging in thig
traffic?  Now, this bill only goes a step farther,
Thie germ of prevention is bund io resteiction. U
is'a question, not of principle, but of degree. Qur

licénse laws prohibit 999 outof every 1000 from

tnes
L

eclling.” This goes one step further—it prohibits ‘
the:other- ian also.. The legislatire which. re- .
he:body .6f the community, Arom engaging .

i

very bill now on your tahl

* Indeed, Sir,

&:aseumse the principle that ithis bus ..

.
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singas caiot be lof; with other braiches of com~

merce, to.unrestricted freedom ; thatsociety re-
quires its restraint, and it ig obyious that the ex.
tent of the restraint is a question entirely. for the
legislature to deal with. Bt suppose we had no
sanction in the practice of ages on the subject;
Thold that the power of 'legislating on a matt.r
of this kind, is a right inherent’in every society.
W hen men gather in comolunities they give up a
portion of their natural freedom., Whatever ia
necessary (o the well-being of the community, is
yizlded to the ¢anaunity, which, therefore, pos-
sesses the Right, Ly a necessity of its existence,
to provide against evils which are injurious to’
the eommonwealth. Every community ‘must pos-
sess this right—and in practice every communi-
ty wields it.  But to authorize any interference
with the rights of individuals, for the benefit of
the whole, it should he made apparent that there.
are sufficient grounds for such interference.

Now, sir, let us try this question by that: rule.

the sulject can be viewed—the questiou of yecau-
niary loes to the community,

tual cost to the people of this Provinee for the
consumption of that part of the spiritnons liquors
on which duty is paid, exceeds £176,000 a year,
For this vast outlay what do the people get in
return 7 This enorinous amount ig deducted from
the produce of our industry, and we are to he
told that all this waste is to be continued, vo that,
we may get the sum of £20,000 back. This is
the sameas if I were to comulence a game
with a person iy the sirect, and to every eight
sovereigns I throw to him eut of the window, he
throws me back one. 1t would be hard to con-
vince me that § was not losing by the game; and
vet that is actually what the peopie of Nova Sco-
tia ave now doing. But, siv, the pecuniary loss
o the cosl 10 the consumer is but a small part o1
the whole loss,  Add the waste of time~—ihe
idleness, the pauperism, the wisery and the crime
that followed in the wake of such expendiiures
and there is a fanrful
tor the interference of the legislature, - ,

it is urged, on the other band, that soinething'
is due to these persons who are
the traflic, and that it' would be a great hardship
to them if their capital should be endangered by
legisfation, ‘ ‘

There is ne doubt some hardsh
case—that is & hardship that any branch of
business is liable to. Ivery fiscal change de-
ranges some one. A

) I'find by a caleus
lation which will not be questioned, that the ace

aggregate that loudly cails

ip in their

fow yoars ago Flowr Mills .

Let us take even the very worst phase on which \f

now engaged in "’

were in offectual operation in this neighborhood

grinding wheat. * By a single line in your Ta- -

riff—~the policy of the country was altered, and
the Mills went down. It wasa hardship to the

men engaged in the business, that it was ong -

incidental to every trade, and
their eapital in enterprises of
take thetr chance of such changes sa the
ol the Twgislature may demand.
parties engaged in this trade taken unawares %
In every Session of the prosent Houso the ques.

men who invest

tion has been brought ~forwnrd-—win 1862, a-
853, a majority of .
voted in favor of the --

Resolution was moved.  In ]
this Assembly actually
8, but the friends of
tho meastire with a forboarsnee for which the

get littlo credit, . pressed it no further then
before: the present house ‘was call
into existence, the' subject had -been gradual}
and slowly ripening towards legislativaaction
the litle oloud; no:, bigger then ..o dman’s:
Whioh. yenrsago. appenred on. the horzen:

()
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any kind must
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risen and‘pread till itv vershaded the zenith, sult of such & Law: We 8ré told - on the other
ahd it was impossible - that ~those ‘engaged in side that it will be a-dead - Letter. - Is that ‘
thigtraffic could be %0 -blind as notto ses how reasonable ? Isitto be-supposed that the. zenls
public opinion wasg marching onwards to thiy ous: and . energetio, and devoted- advooates 1of
consummation, . . . . ' temperance; who have brought the cause:from;
But, Sir, not only here but in other countricz its infanoy onwards till its ‘present ;stage~—who
was there the same slow but progressive motion. have defended it in obscurity and in abloquy;:.
The hon, gentleman for Cumberland, told us and who have advanced it to the.point it haa;
that he dreaded these sudden gusts of popular now reached, are going to abandon their exer-;
feeling which. burst and spread like wild-fire tions whenever thoge exertions have the, best
over the neighhoring States—but this is not one ehance of being ‘effective ? I do not believe,
ofthem—in 1837—18 long years ago a Commit- they will. If you put the Law on your;Statite
tee of the legislature of Maine reported in favor - Book, I believe it will be enforced—at, gl}
ofsome such a law. In 1846, after 9 years of Ovents—to an extent which will quite justify
controversy and slow but gradual advanco, the passing of it, And now, Sir, in referring
they ooncluded to aholish Licenses—five years to the testimony which I ask to lay before the .
more of agitation and discussion and in 1851, House, it shali be of three classes ; I shall give
the prohibitory law which takes its name frop, You the opinion of persons favowrable to chis .
that state was passed—from 1851 to 1855 it has species of Leglslation—next the opinions "of
continued the law of that state—with what persons indifferent—and thirdly, the opinion of
- Tesult we shall presently sce. All this tlmo the those whose feelings have beon adverse.to i, | .
subject was not neglected in the adjoining In respect of the first class, that of its friends, . -
ttates and the example that Maine in 1831 I shall not expect the House to consider it ga
prosented to the world has since heen followed authoritative—it must bo taken ‘“oum grane’
in Messachusetts, in Vermont, in Connecticut,in 8alis” But in regard to this class of testimony
Rhode Island, and in Michigan, and even in the .it is but right, to make one remark. ' The ag..
Empire State itself, the governor returned by vocates of Temporance as a Body cannot be con- |
the late election, reprosents the sume Principle, sidered as having any selfish or interested ob. .
und recommends it in his message to the adop- Ject in view. They may be zealots—thoy may |
tion of an assembly returned by the same majo- be weak—misguided, fanatioal—but their ob. |
rity to that he owes his position. It will there- Jects are, unquestioably, to promote what they -
fore probably be law in New York at a very believe to be the good of mankind: What, iy,
oarly day. But to return to Maine—4 years of the other side of the picture —without suppos-,
its operation have now been tried and with what Ing the partics engaged in tho traffic—or the
result @ garties ;»ddictec} Ito athg“indulgences it a&'oxids-‘-éd‘ N
We aro told here that the votos of the mem. P9 8y less entitled to credit in general  mgt-
bers of this House are no index to their real  terS than tho rest of the world ; is it 1ot obvi- v
sentiments—that _they are affectod by pressure (1% $hat thoir statements on a matter in which
from without. But how does that argument H0Ir personal intorosts or acquired appetites.
2pply to our constituents—they at all events are e 50 deeply nvolved must b accepted with ;
under no pressure.  The 40,000 who haye SOMe amount of hesitation ! With thiy seneral
nsked for this Law have had no such pressure fOmark lot me return to the testimony. I quote,,
applied to them, and in Maine at the late Elec- the observations made by Mr. Pops, of Mancheg-,
bion, after 4 years trial of the Law—in g Stats T i & meeting held at Edinburgh on the 15th ,
where the people raise a self-imposed tax for ©Of Dec. lagt, in which thig question wag disoussed.
educstion, $221,000 & year—the question hag “ Qur evidence, (says Mr. Pope), is the #
beentested by the ‘ballob-box and yet of o vote Police Records, the Mayor’s report, the Munioj.
of 80,000 and upwards, only 3,500 were opposed - pal Report, the amount of Poor Rates and; taxes,) .
bo the Law. Thig is less than 1 to 25 and isa the number of tenants in the Gaol, and other i
moet significant fast, And now, Sir, I wish to. things about which thero can be no deception,
go further, and to'lay before this Flouse such whatever. The information is patent, upon the; s
evidence as I think will be considered satisfac. face of state documents, to any who chodse to -
tory to thew as to the resl working of this Law apply for it—First of all we should say; that
in the State of Maine. When the hon. gentle- the primary object of the law, the Putting down ;..
man for' Camberland introduced the paper tho of public Houses, has heen aceomplished in the =
other day which pretended to give the state of 'State of Maine. We don’t soy that all drinkin
the facts, I had not access to precise information places are put down 1n every Stato where'the -
on the subject but I felt that that paper bore on Maine Law is in operation there are -secrof ,
15 face the marks of itg own condemnation. [t places for drinking—there must ba 80,'otherwige .4
was evidentlythe onesided statement of o partizan there eould not be the no smal} amount of drunlk:.
against the Law and in itg style and language enness which now exists there, These secred !
! have the marks of jts origin. 1In asking the places,  however, ‘are gradually being limited. -
}

attention of the Hoyge to the Extracts which I out and abolished, and the‘promine‘nt,res'ultsivdﬁz‘-'
shall havo to bring from various quarters on this the law is that the trade, asa trade, is driven.\
subject, Thave to solicit their indulgence, bo- from Society into the black and secret parts.” ..
vause I know with what impatience fhe House And again, ‘ ‘ T
always listens to quotations from printed dosu- ¢ Hag the rosult of this suppression of publje:..
ments ; b_uh on a subject of this kind the House houses been that the 'public have been dowii}g‘g e
Will perceive at once that it is not more decla- into more secrot drinking than before the:gper;
mation they require,—they ‘are called upon to ‘ation of the Law? Iet us'see-—Along with the’;
fesame responsibilities of the mogt serious kind, suppression of public ‘houses, -there has-bes o8 L
and it i3 right before coming to a decision to suppression of 75 per cent-of ‘the. déunke‘ﬁm' ‘
Wolgh;wlth care: and delibemtiqn the results In the oity, of ‘Portland;: ‘Ma'i‘xieﬁ‘:tﬁém;ﬁﬁ‘yi&éﬁfﬁ .
that liaveé: followed the . Legislature: of other committed toithe Haugeréﬁzﬂbtrqéti‘omfbﬁ ks 0 -
ceuntries on the same-subject, : . gl el ennessidnisthe dyedr - prévions. totih
Before.going into the evidenics Jof me.dwellia of ‘g Lty T4k per ;
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16 ‘to December 31 none—and the 15th: June

1852, 'one year after-the passing of the Law the
Houge of Correction was empty. ‘ .

" I have not quoted the statistics referred to
by Mr. Pope in regard to the towns of Maine—
which show the same results, but cannot refrain
from quoting a paragraph in reference to the
kind of testimony on which ths opponents of
the law place some stress. ’

« Tt is a most remarkable fact,” says he,
¢ that the men who break the Maine Law are
not the Native Americans—thoy are the English,
the' Scoteh and the Irish” (migltt he not have
gone a little further ?) ““ who visit the United
Btates, who are mean enough to go abont seck-
ing to break the law of that land in which they
ave strangers, and who after returning home
breathe contempt upon tho law because they
bavo boeen ablo to break it.”

Now, Sir, let me turn to another picce of tes-
timony. It is still of the friendly kind, and
therefore I do not ask for it the absolute ere-
dence of the other side. The Recorder of Bir-
niingham, Mr. Hill, who was latoly a member of
the Imperial Parliament, being desiroug of ascer-
téining what the operation of the Law had been
on thig side the Atlantie, addressed a number of
enquiries to & gentleman at Boston, of high
standing and charaster—one of these questions
was thig—— ‘

“ What is the general improssion among the
well-informed and sober-minded regarding the
working of this law 7’

"P'é this question the answor is as follows—
end I regard the cautious and guarded mannor
in which this answer is given as entitled to
great weight—

# There is a difference of opinion concerning
the working of tho Law—Clergymen—anti-
slavery, and total abstinenco men are almost
unanimously friendly to the Inw.  Hotel kecp-
arg; liquor sellers, grocers, apothecaries and rege
ular drinkers are about ag unanimously opposed
to it.© Moderate drinkers are divided in senti-
ment. My own opinion may be bricfly express-
ed. Naturally shrinking with aversion from
some of the more stringent portions of the law
in. consequence of an early and unrepressed foel-
ing in favor of the largest phase of personal lib-
erty which includes an opposite togeneral sump-
tuary - legislation, I looked upon tho Ilaw
when first enacted in our Sister State with some
suspicion. But the statistics exhibiting its re-
markable effects in securing the diminution of
erimo, of intemperance, and of paupcrism, early
compelled me to waive all my scruples. The
statistios are in the accompanying papers. I
know no reason why such documents should not
eontinue permanent.” ‘

' Now, sir, this is not the opinions of a name-
leds newspaper contributor. They are the deli~
barste opinions of Dr. Stone, of Boston, a gen-
tléman of high character and position in that
sountry, and are the answers of & man to whom
a'high public functionary in England applies
for solid and reliable information on a question
of grive public policy. Whatever may be said
of it there can bé no guestion that, placed side
by -side with this, the annonymous and one-
sided production read to the house the other
daizdoes not weigh ag 8 feather in the seale. -
' Liét.me now turn to andther class of testimony,
- The house—~everybody—is acquainted with the
styld:of -mind which distinguighed “the producs

-tiopeiof::the Measrs, ~Chambeps ‘ot - Edinburgh. -

Wenll kiow: thess . men: tohe'shrswdy: (intellie
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turned-aside by eathusinsm~—not likelg:to.commit.
themaelves: to extravagances; #ither;of expresysion.,
or of sentiment. ' In'looking . upon.this question,
they do not regard it from the.sgame point. of view
that a temperaiace man does. They look at. it
with the eyes of philosophy, and let us haar
what theyeay on the subject:—- o

*Quar age is bringing out some remarkable
questions of which 'no one was dreaming twenty -
yeara ago. [In those quiet-days we heard little.of
nuisances hortful to public health, and, had »ny
one heen told that he had geod ground ot com
plaint against a neighbor on account of a glus
sink or an open sewer, he would probably have
cnly beeun imprisoned. ‘ ‘

¢ One of the most” remarkable of the newly
taraed uip questions refers to the right of the in~
dividual to besot himself.”’ ‘ :

After arguing out the (uestion of the right of
society to intertere in this matter, he sayas—

¢ If it be found that the shutting up of publie
houses on a particular day does abate the naota-
ble symptoms of intemperance for that day, or-
the closing of them entirely does in a great mea~
sure extinguish those symptoms throughout the
whole week, we do not see how the said majority’
can'be prevented from taking these steps if 8o’
inclined. How the facts really stand on those

oints is not the subject we have at preseat to
deal with, but we may express our unhesitating
Saith in the  statistics, whick show that there s a
connection between the facility of obtaining liquor o
to both place and time, and the consumption of tAe
liguor, and all the usual consequences thereof.*”

And then referring 10 the injury to the party
engaged in the traflic, he says.— ‘

¢ We canuot, of course but leel for the indusn
trious man who is threatened with the loss of hig
litile trade, and even lor the capitalist, whoge
larger concern, the diatillery, may some day be
left unproductive on his hands. (irant the hard- |
ship to them, and let it not be spoken of with
any approval to lenity, DBut let it be remember.
ed that there is a larger public interest concern-
ed on the other hand. Those who are engaged .
in any branch of the liquor trade shonld well see
how questionable 1s the permanence of a systesa -
involving so much misery to mankind, and whieh
many believe to be as much a cauge as i effect -
of the mind, depravity counected with it.:

*¢ They ought to be on the constant outlonk
for other and better methods of employing their -
time, their industry, and their money. Let them -
net be too easily led away by the idea that what .
they do Jive by they ought to live by, or that they
have any vested right ta the dealing of perdition
to the bodies and souls of their fellow éreatures,
for most undoubtedly there is no solid ground for -
the soles of their feet in these ideas.” -

And then appealing to the parties themselves, he -
saysi—

“ They cannot but own that their industry is
injurious to mankind. They are men, and can-r;
not but feel concerned to think that such is th.\-
case, and gonie uneasiness must therelore rest. an
their 'secret winds regarding their .occupation...
Now, if they are forced from this line of lifey.s
-and proceed upon some cowrse of indastry whichex
comports with the good of their fellow-creaturesqj’s .
there will assuredly be a cessation,of the uneasy.:
and self-reproaching feeling which has hithesfgi.
harrassed ‘them, and very gradually they willss |
‘have cause to rejoice that they were compellédey
to bring their intereste:into - harmony® with: tho
of their neighbors, and' thug securg-s:mave agr
i 48 A
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‘thusiastic, and as ' sbre\ygli@-nmy, as-any where
tman is 'Knawn in the literature of -the present-
ddy. - Mr:: ‘ Lo
And now let me turn the attention of the, house
w the other cluss of testimony, and I shali have
dane.  The article Irom Chambers Jonrnal jg »
vignificant fifct. * Tt indicates the progress of gpj-

pion in the old world-but a ‘wtill r;org.signiﬁ-
eant fact remaiis to be told. The' ¢ Ediiburgh

News,” a paper well knowas in'the World, looking
upon this question ‘as one, the importance of
which is just beginning to be'lelt, gent a special
commissionet to the Ugited Statés-to investigate
the operation of these laws iy thal country, A
person selected for that purpose left Rdinburgh
says the Edinburgh News of ' the 30th Decem.
ber last, ¢ with very strong' convictions that all
legislative interference for the advancement of
moril and religious questions was wrong in prin-
ciple, and therefore, he believea,impotem, il not
pernicious in practice.”

Yet what says the, maa who came to look at

millers as they are, with all the influence of his
prepossessions against the law?

* The hote! kespers are the only class with.
any pretensions to reputation who deal in liquor,
and they do so to oblige straigers and drinking
lodgers, but even with the injuriovs consciogs.
1688 upon them that théy are following illicit
bractices, and that at any moment they may suf-
er open shume. The moral influence of the law
i one of itg most important features, **

““ The stigma aflixed to the seiler, and the
power of seizure are the props of ‘the Maine

Law.”
And then, after giving a large body of statig.
tic, he says s ip rambling - ubout I "have 'seen

shops, and’in some ‘places
were occupied three yenrs
and which are let now. for
nowhere have 1 seen even
hint that anybody sells
water,”?

‘Nobody here dare say that he keeps a dram
shop. 8o far as outward and visible signs speak
the traffic appears to he destroyed.” |

Idonat quote. any large part of this gentle-
man’s veport. It s, full. of .interest, but I feel
that I have no right to tresspass tuo far upon
the patience of the House. I thank them siy.
cerely for the indulgentattention they huve given
to the quotations and extracts 1 have Jaid before
them; and | recognize, ‘in the patience with'
Which thiey have permfitied me to lay belore them
80 much of that' which ' g - usuwally  ljorpe with
reluctance, an anxicus desire to hestow upon the
subject the considération to'which it- js so wep
enutled, I think it wijl be-apparent from wha-
'8 now before the House that the experiment liay
not failed in the neighbouring States—and . upon
u8 now devolves a' great responsibility., . If we
have it in'our power-as legisiutors to-step,in and
Stay the torrent of . vice and. misery whicly is,
pouring over the land, it is our. golemn duty . to

0 B9 ; aiid in the . decision - which ‘we_ are
A0W 10 cdme to, we'mdst fael ‘iaf ¢l -bést inter-
ets of 'the 'cobinitry demand  thi; our detigion
should eorrespiing with ‘the donvictions that
WUEE FeBiilt from a’ cirefal and: ‘dongeientios - -

rows of shops, which
ago by liquor sellers,
other purposes, and

the most moderate
anything stronger than

sceamuended,to'thes sijpport of:this, B
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Mr. M. 1. Wilkins asked Special-lsave -to.
introduce a Bill 10 erect.a hospiral at Pictau, .
Leave was granted-and -the Bill read a -firsy:
timec" ‘_ v T »“ D 3 ) ' w"’y‘ :’lf‘hu‘,
' Hon, Mr. Falton presentad five Petitiong,in-
favor. of the. Maine Liguer Law from “the.

eastern portion of Cumberland, Ny
Mr. Esson presented a Petition in .favor of
the Maine Law. . R
. Mr. Marsha)l also presented a Petition very.
numerously signed from Gaysborough on, the:
same subject, . S :
. The Liquor Law. . : .
_.The discassion on the Maing Liguoi ‘Law
Bili was resumed. ‘ T
Mr. Zehwicker said—as this Bill jy "befre,
the House I do not feel that I should be ,ji‘zs’t'i_i’
fied in allowing it to pass withont ' rémzik
—aithough 1. did hope that aftar the openin
speech of the Hon, und learned wember (6
Aunapolis no farther discassion would ‘énbue,
Some of the arguments used aguingt the iy
were very inapplicable, and very weil atid
many intended to confound - jta advocates'had’
the effect of sirengthening thebelief I ‘ontérs
tained. ' No mon can look abroad o0’ gociety’
and uot purceive the_vast injury—the wnmitie
gated misery which the use of ardént spirita
creates. It stares you in tho face~it js opn
every hand--in .every house, in tae ‘countey.
and the city. The object of ‘the. friends “of
this measure is to obviate thig all-prevailing
misery—to extirpate this carse, But' we are’
told that the Law will ot be opérative;- thay
it will: be violated, Sir, there ‘is not on ou
Statate Book a bill that is “strictly ddHarsd
to—but they ‘ate of use becauye they repreds’
if they du ot entirely prevent the evils thiy
are intended to. care.” The advocates of - this
measure are not so insane as to believe ‘that 'i:
will at the outset: effect g ‘they wishaibig:
they are convinced that jg operation will "be'
largely beneficial. ‘ R
The arguments urged by thie Hon: member:
for Cumberland were Untenable, he réfeifaly’
lo a great many subjects. altogéther | uiggnu
nected with the subject, ,'I‘hef'ﬂoﬁ.“ﬁ’ttdrh’éx
General referred to the scriptares apg ol de’
that moderate drivking 'was ng "eVil~ithEt
wine made glad the- heart of et and thiat'g
moderateuse was beneficial, bit-hisscriptieal
quotations were’ not entitled - 4o ﬁj@cﬁ*fﬁviﬁ%’ﬁ‘t’
because they were, ‘extracted from- the’ nign "
canonical.. portions of holy writ, - | do ot igi-
tend to argue this question ; it . hy beeri 35"
thoroughly discussed: hers a nd-eldety Hord: k!
there remaius litile:if anythingtobe sdid ik
1 deemed ‘it righ, " howevel, 7 fyi
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all portions of the old world, wherein the
vice of drunkenness prevails. . Hitherto, the
sound, good sense of the advoeates of temper-
ance have deprecated and prevented its being
made a political guestion. Their sagicity
has convinced them that to make it so would
infallibly mar the object of their desire. A
moment’s reflection must convince a legisla-
tor that, in debating a subject of this import-
ance declamation on the one hand, and
levity on the other, are alike out of place.
Kvery member of the social community feels
and deplores the vice of drunkenness, and
the misery that follows in its train; but our
duty is gravely to consider the cure of this
evil in the present, and its prevention in the
future. In the world in which our lot is
cast—the great theatre of our responsibility
—moral evil exists. Why it is permitted is
not amongst the divine secrets that are re-
vealed to us.

We are certain that it is not referrable, as
to its cause, to the great moral governor of
the Universe, and, in this connexion I may
express my conviction that the learned mem-
ber for Pictou, in a recent speech, traeed it
03 that devine source, without sufficient con-
sideration, or that he did not intend what
his language implied. Our experience, how=
ever, proves that the very existence of moral
evil affords scope for the exercise of many vir-
tues, which, in its absence, could not be
practised. I do not contend that because
there is in the heart of man an innate ten-
dency to evil, therefore we should not en-
deavour to extirpate it, but, with reverence-
I would express my convietion that this ob-
ject is not designed to be accomplished by
act of Parliament., I admit, however, and I
desire to deal with this subject with all frank.
ness and honesty, that it is the duty of states.
men, and law-makers, in public stations, as
of individualsin private ones, to strive, by
ol] legitimate means, to remove from their
race every temptation o vice. If opium were
introduced into general use amongst our
people, and we daily beheld, arouud us, its
victims, it would, unquestionably, be our
duty to prohibit its importation, and no man
could justly complain that in the legislation
framed with that object his personal rights
were unnecessarily invaded. It might rea-
sonably be said to one so complaining, we
deprive you of what you call a luxury, be-
cause the general measure that includes you
in its operation, is the only possible means,
ot our command, to cure & great social cala-
mity. Iam notinsensible to the argument
that if, in & given case, you can prevent a
eonfirmed drunkard from having access to the
liquor that intoxicates, you render him sus-
cepiible of thosereligious, and moral influen-
ces, which cannot possibly affect him so long
a8 he remains & drunkard, - We are now told
that the temperance orgnnizations, the force
of examwple and persuasion, so long and so
generously exercised, have failed, and that i
has hecome necessary te resort to coercive
egislation. Having reached this.point, two
great questions arise, which must-be gravely:
snd-honestly comsidered.: JIn.disoussing them:

‘it 27,8665
we must not forget that we represent not’
merely the advocates of this particular mea~
sure, within, and ‘without these walls, not
merely the signers of the petitions on the
table, but all the Queen’s subjects in Nova
Scotia, and that we are bound to respect the
rights and interests, the opinions, nay’ the
very prejudices, and feelings, of them all,
The questions adverted toare these ; First—
i3 the measure before us likely to produce the
results that are its objects? . Secondly, re.
ferring to the acknowledged fact that it will,
to some extent at least, invade private liberty,.
is it necessary ? Under the first branch o
our public revenues that may be involved in
the bill, I admit, unhestitatingly, that if we
could be assured of the success of this scheme
which designg to extirpate drunkenness, all
mere fiscal considerations are unworthy of a
thought, whil st it is perfectly obvions that,
in that event, the increased industry, and
consequent productiveness, of those who now
Squander their substance in waste, and pro-
fligacy, would increase, instead of diminish-
ing, the public wealth. But, it would be
folly to exclude from our minds the consi-
deration, that, if this mode of legislation fail
to cure, or prevent, the great social evil at
Which it aims, if it fail to keep out from the

bandfhat which now produces a large por-.

tion of our revenue, it will, without any
counterbalancing good, be productive of very-
serious mischief, by straitening our resources,
and thereby marring important public works,
upon which, under auspicious circumstances,.
we have recently entered. .
Again, in enquiring as to the probable
success of this law, consider the peculiar faci-
lities for smuggling, and illicit trade in the
forbidden liquors, which are afforded by the
natural formation of a country, surrounded
48 ours is, with the ocean that indents it with
bays, harbors, and creeks, innumerable,—
We are told, and, doubtless, with truth, that -
all the friends of temperance will feel them~
Selves under a sacred obligation to exert
themselves in behalf of this law} with & view
to its execution, and its advocates please
themselves with the reflection that, &t all
events, open traffic in the pernicious ‘thing
will no longer exist ; but, in the innate pre-
pensity to ardent drink which no law can
reach, in selfishness, and the love of gain, in
that sturdy and determined opposition whioh
highly penal laws invariably produced, an
antagonism to this bill, of a very seriou
nature, must necessarily be encountered. I
say nothing, for others have said it better
than I can say it, of those terrible vices }
which, in every community, are engendered |
by attempts to evade an extremely co-ercive, !
and liberty-restraining law. Perhapsit may "
be worthy of a passing thought whetherfjit
be prudent to incur the risk of these, for the
sake of passing & law, unparallelled for itg
stringency, and somewhat doubtful as to. its .
operation. . I have said that those who sups. '
port this bill must,as, indeed, they thems
selves admit, show. the necessity, for 4. ~Thig. .
can.be done,only, by cvidenceyfirst, ' of: thy
trial, and fiildre; of all aeagures of

t
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severity that have been, or might have‘béen,w

levelled . directly .against -the mighty:evil.of
publicidrunkenness; and,: secondly, by ‘es-
tablishing ‘that " that 'kind of legislation' is
required that will involve the innocent with
the gailty, and place the use, and abuse, of
liquors that may’ intoxicaté, in the same
position, as’ respects an offence ‘against pub-
lic morality., But, before entering on these,
let me, in passing, advert to a remark made
by the learned member for Colchester, who,
in opposition to an argument in favor of
first punishing tried and proved offenders,
urged by the learned member for Pictou,
said you must prevent rather than punish.
It seems however, not to have occurred to
my learned friend, that there may be some-
thing objectionable in a mode of legislation
which seels to prevent offences, by punish-
ing the innocent as well as the guilly. Bat,
I now require the advocates of this measure,
who assert an absolute necessity forit, to re-
spond to the questionsthatI am about to put
to them. ‘Have you treated the public
drankard, who disgraces society by his bad
example; ‘and ruins his family by his vices,
as g criminal ?  Have you inflicted upon him
infamous punishment, and degraded him in
the social scale? Have you exercised the
strictest superintendance over, and scrutny
into, suspected haunts of indulgence in the
vice of drunkenness? Have you proved the
sincerity of your zeal in the cause of tem-
perance by the powerful moral influence of
your personal discouragement of the rum
seller, and the rum-drinker? Have you
been honest and self-sacrificing, to decline the
votes of these as ministering to your ambi-
tion? Have the pulpits done their work in
this sacred cause? Have you'tried how far
the same amoun® of energy and devotion dis-
played in the advocacy of this measure,
wmight have conduced to the extirpation of
drunkennéss, if exerted in'thé promotion of a
system’ of moral and religious education, that
would teach those likely to become victims of
intemperance, the connexion between virtue
and happiness, and between viceand misery ?
I will not stop to enquire whether the parti-
cular nature of this bill be understood by the
signers of the petitions, generally, who mere-
ly concur in praying that the traffic in intox-
lcating liquors may be prohibited, but, inas-
much ag it has not been published, it would
seem very doubtful if the extremely stringent
character of it,” being immensely ' greater
than that of the model law of Maine, were
known by all whom we represent. ‘
Certain it is that, when, during the pro-
gress of the last election at Windsor, I as-
serted that to subject to fermentation the
jiice of the apple, or of the currant, or of
the gooseberry, would be prohibjted by this
bill, and ander a pecuniary penalty, the as
sertion was roundly denied ; but will anyhody
venture to.deny it here 2. As regards. the
evidence of public opinion for or against the

bill, afforded by the number of: petitioners.in |

its favor,.as.compared with the whole
lation, the.gupporters-of it say'i ‘
ferredy  frony; the: silengs - of Al

resultd, ' ' 'Man’s wondious'y adap
ux tself (o~ alimen well’ asto olimutge.s
“howey ulation,ihe

- Apj

ed, that they ar® not opposed .o it ;
Jbut perhaps it 8: quitelas:fikah inference
that thesélsist.have hind the'petitions presens.-
ed to them by the zealous tdvodates . of.the
canse, ard -have declined to sigh.-them. -I
could not help thinking, last night, when; the
lenrned member for Colchgster.so ably: and
eloquently expatiated upon' the -evidence in
favor of the benefioial operation of the liquor
law of Maine, as deduced frem documents to
which he  referred, that my ledrned friend
was furnishing arguments against himself,
seeing that, if a law, such as that of. Maine,
far less restrictive than this bill, was. proved
to have wrought such a wonderful.improve-'
ment in the condition of thé people, relative~
ly to drunkenness, it- followed that there was
no necessity for the -extreme prohibitory
character. of the measure under donsidera-
tion. Butwhat is the social evil that has in-
duced the assumed necessity for this legisla-
tion? It is not an evil that is reforrable to
the- use of wines, or malt liquors, both of
which are prohibited by this bill, ag regards
the impbrtation or the manufacture of them.
There may be objections to thé permitted use
of them, os leading, possibly, to the use of
ardent spirits, or as furnishing a mediun ' of
introducing these under false names, but, a5
@ fact, they are not, generally, used as min=
istering to drunkenness. What argument;
then, short of absolute necessity, in relation
to . the only possible means of: Dreventing
drunkenness, which is produced by the use
of distilled spirits alone, can be urged. for
placing wines and malt liquors in the same
predicament with the former? There are
thousands in this Province who; by- their in~
dustry, have acquired the means of enjoying,
and as they conceive innocently. and with=i

" out injury, wines and malt liquors, These
men would cheerfully surrender these . luxu~-

ries, if you satisfy them :that by doing so,
they will reclaim drunkards ; but they will-
resist, so far as they lawfally may, any in-
vasion of their personal freedom thius exer.
cised, until you, by the failure of measures
levelled aguinst cffenders alome, establish
that necessity. o

Many of these men have attained -an: age
surpassing the threescore and ten of the
Psalmist, and they have sound minds in
sound bodjes.  Go to them, and tell them,
that chemical analysis proves that even the
expensive and supposed pure Wwines which
they use, contain quantities of alcohol, and

are highly pernicious. They wil laughat =

you, and with reason, for their experience
contradiots your theory. And he knows bug;
little of the constitution - of man, how high
soever his pretensions, or reputation as a
physiologist may be, who will lay down the

position thet pure wine is injurious, in ite

moderate use, to our race.: )

He ought to know that the mere presends -

of n soiall qudritity of theralcoholic

does nat necessarily producs any injar
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vigour of body, and serenity of mind, having,
throughout that long pilgrimage enjoyed the
genial wine ¢ that maketh-glad the heart,” is
“a living refutation of the doctrine that inculs
cates the pernicions character of the ferment-
ed juice of the grape; We all acknowledge
sir, that in .a christian Legislatare christian
principles should be the governing principle of
legislation. In this view of the question,
however, I was greatly disappointed, when,
in accordance with an invitation, I, with
many gentlemen around me, repaired, last
winter, to ¢ Temperance Hall,> wherein a
learned divine was lecturing on the subject of
Temperance, and with considerable ability,
not to hear from his lips one syllable on the
religious aspect of the subject under discus-
sion, I heard him, indeed, and with regret
declure, in relation to the popalar seatiment
so0 strongly manifested in favour of prohibitory
legislation in this cause, voz populi vox Dei.
It occurred to my recollection that that was
the cry of the regicides who slew Charles
Stuaart, and I remembered that popular fury
bad raised it loudly before and since that
event. I honour self-sacrifices whenever
made from philanthropic principles,

When the great apostle of the gentiles—in
my a>prehension the mosi magnanimous of all
mere human beings whosa characters are 1e~
corded on the pagesof {1istory, divine or secu-
lar, declared that he would nevlher eal, nor
drink if thereby his brolher was made fo
offend, I venerate the nobleness of the senti-
ment, but what would he have thought if his
christian liberty.on which he often eloquents
ly descanted and of which he knew the
value, had been violated by an act of parlia«
ment which compelled him to make this sacri
fice ! I am not ignorant, Sir, of the nice
dustinctiens which have been attempted by
men of real, or fancied liblical learsing,
versed in the.ancient languages, between the
wines of .seripture which might or might
not, intoxicate, but I consider them extremely
unsatisfactory,  Without depreciating the
value of learued criticism of the sacred volume
I believe that, as a general rule, the meaning
of its pages lies upon the surface, so that he
that runs may read.

Reverently, then, applying this test as an in-
terpreter of those passages which relate to the
vine—the sacred mystical vine—and its fruits,
1 affirm that the moderate use of the fermented
juice of the grape is not only not forbidden, hut
15 expressly sanctioned in the old and new testa-
iments. A common senge view of the question
rets the matter at vest.  The identical wine, the
abuse of which is denounced, is approved, in its
usé, When, at the marriage in Cana, the chasts
water saw its God. and dlushed, what change did
that water-undergo 7 It bacame wine——the good
wine. What was that? Was it the sickening,
cloying, unexhilirating must, of which, in-
deed, the saccharine principle might nourish,
but could not impart the elighiest amount of in-
nocent hilarity, or was the product of the beniza
miracle the fermented juice of 'the grape !
which we know by the experience of the présent
hour the use makes glad the heart, whilst we
nesd 1o asshrance thit on the occasion referred
to the abuse was'rendered imponsible’by thie’ ‘aas
gred presence that gave grace and glory to the
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festival ? © To ‘conclude; sir; as the introducer
and supporters of this bill have presented it :to
us as A perfect measure, which they are resolved
not to modify, or amend in any particolar that
will change its nature, or soften its stringent
character, I must regard it as « whole, and, as
such, for the reasons I have urged I feel bound
to vote againsc it.  There are amougst my per-
sonal and political friends many who know how
painful it i3 to me thus te oppose their feelinga
and wishes, and who will ascribe to a sense of
duty, even thoush it may be a mistaken one, my
oppaosition to the bill. "They will perceive that
I have discussed it with seriousness; and they
may entirely confide in the assurance given by
my friend the Attorney General that, if it be-
come a law, government will honestly and faith-
fully administer it. ‘ ‘
The House adjourned for an hour.

—

(AFTERNOON.)
Prohibitory Liquor Law.

The debate having “een resumed,

Hon. J, W. Johnston rose to reply to the
arguments delivered by other hon and learn-
ed members, as there appeared to be a dispo.
sition of hon. gentlemen on both sides to’
close the debate to-night. The hon. and
learned Attorney General, in his speech the
other evening, urged no objection for which
We were unprepared—used no argument
which we were not ready to meet. The peti-
tions of over 40,000 persons formed no in-
significant argument in this matter. It is
true the hon and learned gentleman from
Pictou tried to depreciate the efficacy of these
petitions ; and when he tried to withdraw
from these petitioners all the females who .
had signed them, I folt that he was treading
on tender ground. I felt, sir, that they had
8 right to the expression of #heir opinions,
as members of the community, and as par-
ticulatly interested in this question.. The.
women do not reason so closely as men, but,-
they go more directly to the;point; and- if a,
jury of ladies were assembled to hear the’
speech of the hon and learned member "they .
would have heard him with very great plea-
surc. But, looking at his argument in favor
of Temperance Socicties, the very first ques-
tion they would have asked was “ Why does_
he not join them.’’ The hon and learned gens .
tleman should have recollected the quotation
from the Scottish poet : - N,

“Ah ! gentle dames it gars me greet
To think how many counsels sweet,
How mony lengthen’d sage advices,
The husband frae the wife despises.”’

When the hon. and learned gentlemat, =
therefore, asks me to strike off the ladies
from these petitions, every member of the *
House ought to rise-in opposition to him; bes-
cause they come from the hosoms of familiés,’
and from the hearthstones of those who feel -
deeply on this-question. Sir, the term fanas™
tic has *been applied to the friends of this
Bill, intimating that.they had more zeal thsin
diseretion, in pressing it forward modefibes

e
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ly but energetioally. © If ever i éxpresdion
were -misapplied to ' any. society’ or " body

stgnce. Thé. men who pressed fo
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had :shown an example' of moderation and
forbearauce which was not found to have
have been exercised in 'any question that had
ever come before the Legislature. - As long
ago as the year 1846, a report was brought
into the House of Assembly signed by a per-
sonal friend of my own (Mr. Gaius Lewie,)
in which, after acknowledging the benefits
which had accrued to the Temperance cause
by voluntary lectures and organization, the
committee remarked that :— ‘

“ They are forced to the conclusion that
no effectual or final cure of this dread evil
will be found short of a total stoppage of the
importation or manufacture of all intoxica.
ting liquors ; and they further believe that
the time is speedily approaching when the
force of public opinion on this subject will
render it imperative on the Legislature to
pass such enactments.’’

In the subsequent year, the same gentle
man (Mr. €aius Lewis) signed a report—not
recommending the same law, but looking at
it in the distance, and in 1818, 1850 and
1851, progress was madein the same direc.
tion. Hon. Mr. Johnston stated the various
steps which had been taken referring topub-
lic records as he went along, and said that he
preferred, and he thought it was much more
satisfactory t6 the House that he should re.
fer to statistics and facts as he went along
rather than indulge in declamation, as gen.
tlemer on the opposite side had done. He
went on to shew that in 1852, 1853 and
1854 this bill had been before the House, and
although it had been actually carried, its
friends would not press it, because they
wished to educate the country up to its' vo-
luntary adoption. They had exercised all
caution. There had been no precipitancy—
their course had been peculiarly characterized
by patience and moderation. ~Nor was the
Legislation of tne House without illustrious

recedent.  In 1834, the House of Lords in

ngland supported a Bill having the same
ebject as this; and in the 1st of J une, 1853,
an institution under the of ‘“The United
Kingdom Alliance’> had been established in
London for the suppression of intemperance,
A still more significant index of public opi-
nion in the mother country was thatthe
Times, characterised alike for its great
power, its wonderful ability, and its notori«
ous want of principle as respects the changes
of popular opinion, has recently enunciated
very able arguments on this question. As,
to the practicability of carrying out the pro-
visions of this Bill, that was altogether a
question of experience, and hon, gentlemen
had no right to assume that an untried ex-~
periment would be unsuccessful, In reply
to those who had quoted Scripture, the hon,
gentleman quoted the Apostle Paul in one of
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ression of the Liquor traffic in Nova Scotia
would'be & prominent one: ivn 7 .y

‘After hearing Mr. -Johnston’s argument;of
which the above is' an outline, until *nearly
7 o’clock, the House adjourned-~it -béing"
understood that the hon. gentleman' was'to-
resume on the day following, and ‘the' ques-
tion be taken. = . T AR

WEDNESDAY, Feb, 28, 1865, -
Fees of Public Officers, ,

The Hon. Attorney General said that held “in
his hand a retorn of ali the fees taken.at the
Secretary’s office in the year ‘1854, which bhad
been moved for some days ago by Mr, Marshall,
They amounted. to the large sum of  £1070,..the
principal amount being £796 for Marriage . Li-
censes issued at 20s, each. In. no tormer year,
had so a large a number been applied for,-and it.
was one of the most pleasing indications of.the,
guod times we had been lately enjoying,. that ;80
many .ot these genial unions, the youth of ke ...
country drawn together, and. moving off in. har~
monious couples, had been consummated, The .
same law extended to these provinces. which the.
Registrar General had noted in Great Britain,
where the number of marriages always bore. a
relative proportion to the briskness of trade and
the ease and abundance of employment. He.had .
to invite the attention of the House to the circum-
stances under which the fees for these licenses
had been required. The fee in the revised sta~
tutes had been repealed, and zhe bill brought in
at the last session had not passed.  So far as
the Provincial Acts, therelore, applied—there
was no authority for exacting either 1s. or 20s.
for a license, but as the issuing of the. marriage
licenses was an exercise of the prerogative, the -
Governor could attach any condition he thought
fit, and an order in Council was passed adupting
the old rate of 20s. tor each license, wkich the .
Legislature at its present session might modify
or reduce 8t pleasure.. The whole amount of
course was paid iato the treasury, and wae sub., -
ject to its control.  If no law should pass during
the present session the goverement would aet.up- -
on the same priuciple. A remark of a similar. -
kind was applicable to the sum of £229 appear-
ing in the return for Militia Cummissions. This .
was also a branch of the prerogative indspen-
dent of apy provincial act, but.as the money
went into the treasury it wus competent. for: the: -
Legislature to deal with itas they thought fit.—e.
The commitiee now sitting seemed to be of opi- ' .-
nion that these commissions should issue without . ..
charge, in which decision the government of,.
course would readilv acquiesce. The . only other .
item that demanded any remark was. the ‘receapt.,
of £3 for the fees on three patents taken out dar- .,
ing the past year.. The former acts. jmposed -8
fee of £7 tor every patent, one half o, which.
was paid to the Attorney General, . But it was -
one of the numerous and silent reforma iutroduced,
by the Revised Statutes that:thig charge had been ..
reduced to 20s. In one
question a reference had been thought ‘peessary.

of the three cases ,n. - -

to the Crown officers, and the Solicitor,. in the . -
.absence ot the Attorney General; then inBags,
land,. had prepared an"opinion and received the':

usual fec. The Attorney. -General himself. had:. ;i
received and.exacted rio fee upon patents,. though .

his epistles as saying that, among other
offenders, * Drunkards could not enter the
Kingdom of God”’—that evil should be re-

sisted, even to the cutting offtheir hands, if

necessary. The gentlemen whoquoted Scrip- g cage mi ht.accur where. it.would be..right.and, .
ture must show that the Soripture inculoates . propes’ tlig,tzﬁ,ﬁt fee should.be paid. , 1 pughtidibse..»
th intoxicating drinks. , He, hoped,. mentiqned:alio, that M. Kaasing; whos usali
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value as a public officer was universally admitted,
claimed a commission on the receiving and pay-
ing over of these fees. This appeared to be a
reasonable.claim, but the Executive Government
coneeived it was a question solely for the House
aund had declined to entertain it as of their own
authorlty. "The Attorney General conclnded by
moving that the return should be referred to the
committee, and by expressing the readiness of
the government, at all times, to afford the most
ample information on the receipt and appropria-
. tion of the public monies paid to its officers.
The papers were laid on the table,

Prohibitory Ligquor Law.

Hon. J. W, Johnston resumed his argument of
the previous day. In answer to Mr. llowe,

LIQUOR LAW.

“rallied round vinous heverages, but ju’reality :
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. disposition of the father has its influence on - his::

offspring; #and all child:en of' parental,ingbrintes :
have a tendency to the unhappy appetite, Thua-
are perpetuated, the physical evils which flow, .
in the train of this noxious habit. It is a singular, .
fact in this debute that ail gentlemen have abanl”
doned’argument infavor of dislilled spirits and’

there is no difference between the two, except in -
the degree and extent of their intoxieating quali. *
tries.  Whether vineous, fe mented ox distilled,. .
the use of such liquors in the human system
shows its rainous influence in. every asn.
pect.  They impair the health—becloud and
stultify the mental faculties—shorten lile—and ;
wither up the moral responsibilities of man, {
Not only do they place before us " olten times the |
image which God gave for nobler purposes, de-'<

with reference to fire, water, and other blessings,
his answer was simply this—man could not
control these elements; but the manufacture of

P

baged into a spectre of physical and woral réin ™
—with every fair prospect in this life blighted ;
its baneful influence extends beyond this life, and—"

intoxicating liguors was a perversion of the
biessings God had given to man. If the abuse
of opium were to counterbalance its use, then
he would bawish it trom the land; but these
were not parallel cases.  We had an instiace,
however, where the heathen —a Chinese Empe-
ror had endeavored to destroy the abuse of this
baneful drug, which had hecome as destractive
to his subjects as imtoxicating drinks had become
with us; when, melancholy to telate, England,
christian England, had sent Ler fleets 1o enforce
its consumption. A few weeksago he was cu~
riously surprised at taking up a Boston paper,
and finding an edict issued against wine by an
insurgent chief in China—;0 that even the hea-
then were akead of us; and this individual le-
velled his prohibitions not against the peor but
the great—but decreed that all Mimsters of
State—

M. Howe,—Railway Commissioners ?

Mr. Johinston,.—Yes! Railway Comissioners.
(Roarsof Laughter.) * Aye, but only bear what is
to be done to them 7 If any hody knew of a
Minister of State, or Executive Councillor, or
Railway Comwissioner, drinking Wine and did
not inform on him he should be decapitated ;—
(Roars of Laugiter;) if any body knew of such a
thing and did tell, he should occupy the place of
that Minister,of State, wlio shonld have his degra-
ded head cut off. (Renewed merrime: t.) Little need
be suid in answer to the honorable gentleman’s
argument as to women and the passion of Love.
These are necessary for the preservation of our
species—apirituous Liquors.are not.  For, the
moment itis shown that  fermented Jiquors are
useful as a comumon beverage for the human sys-
tem, our argument drops.  On the contrary all
experience proves that they are injurious, and
that nothing short of this law ¢an abolish their
use. When I am met with these references to
other gifts which can be abused, 1 answer that
this is a preuliarone.  Man must eat and  will
eat; and we cannot prevent an inordinate use of
fuod. Man need not use intoxicating fuids; they

far ¥ Sir, 1 conle:s ‘that most of the reaSoning '

- much estimation,

darkens the prospect ot hope beyond -the grave.

" But if we look at the evils of intemperancein.
one man as relatively connected with: other
beings, we shall find them amazingly magnified.
We do but little when we touch a man singly ;
for he who renders himsell an‘an jnebriate and
ruins his own character, makes himsell the un—
happy instrument of nigery to all those over whom |
he haa influence. He brings shame upou himself
and want and degradation on those who are -
dependant on him ; because he wrecks the happi-

ness of the wile of his bosum, who, has given

him her hand, and made ber fortune his for life; -
and consigns his children not only to penury and-
rags, but destroys thetr moral perceptions by hisg
bad example. But tuke a wider range und
watch the influence of such 2 man on the commu-:
nity of which he is a, member! Behold one
whomn God designed for nubler ends—one whose. .-
duty it i3 not euly to promote his own happiness
and that of his famnily, but contribute to the gene-
ral good ;—see him failing the ends.of hjs own .
exisience and consigning those he’ should.love, .
cherish, and protect to the alms house—perhaps™’
to penitentiaries and Jails ! Hereis the readon

e

‘

‘My. Chairman, why there are 20,000, 30,000:0r "/

40,000 names to these petitions —becavsd- ' the: "
great body ofthe people of this eountry feel,in.v
some channel or 'other, the deadly evils of. intetn~" .
perance. But we do not want nates. ' ‘We have
only to take examples standing out before ug .t
everyday to pruve that there is ample reason, and 3
apparent grounds for the adoption of the jaw pros;,.
posed inthe Bill now before you, All admit
that the picture I have drawn of the evils of the ",
Liquor traffic is not overcharged ; but when we }
bring torwards the only 1emedy that will be efféct-""
ual, we are met by the argument that it goes too

£l

Y

against the measure. does 'not dppear‘to- merit "’
Fanaticism and extravagancé -
are imputed to us most undeservedly ; for never: :

was a.subject calling for reform -dealt with morei.d

are injurious and destructive 1 him, and we de-
sire to banish ther from the Jand. We maintain
that they can be 2o banished ; and in denying that
their use is beneficial; we do not adumit that the
highest efforts of Poets, Oralors, Statesmen,-or"
Artists, have been accomplished under the in-
tluence of wine. Exhilirating drinks may quick«
en the-faculties for the.moment, but leave-them-in,
uterprostration: ; and ultimately ruin both -body
aud mind. . This it is: that-invests this subject
withiits solemn—itea‘momentous éharacter' s and.
not:only does it apply to one - agei but; tdntines
from generation to generation.  The health and

goberly and guardedly than thik.. We.. haven.s
made no hasty - aftempt to bring the Law-into .+
operation, Itexhibits no_novelly new. It has.
heen our theme lor years, and the time hus'grri
ved wheu we may salely try the experiment. ;24
+ Thé hon..and learned gentleman here réadiuti; =

merous extracts from different atthorities, shof s« .
ing'the destructive power of alciHol/dver alEnty -

geriios; health ; Ahd went ‘on fo indiinee ‘JEFHPLEL

fecis o the'mind by quoting the lafgiidge BTHEEES
capteit{'of adlfip. in’ whiigh hé GWes e Ned . Blg L
lands 5 Onineating:ihdedast thstipiaiil es-
ed to take a glass of brandy and water;
' ' [ LT

it
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|
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angwer was—*s. No{!? wait‘ﬁ" we éet“rt"wr‘ld"ﬂb-‘ reaéhed the poii;t ycontien&éd for by th‘g‘s"lr{,dn.i

lyhead.”” I heard:this as I lay in my cabin, and
alterwards asked him the reason of his answer—
why he refused the drink? and his. candid an~
swer was, that in charge of a ship just nearing
the coast he dired not drink for lear his intellect
would become ¢lcuded, and he might make some
trifling error which would endanger the ship,
and the lives of all on board.  Mr. Johnston al-
so mentioned the case ol a physician in War.
wickshire, who was in the habit of taking a glass
of brandy before he.went to bed’; but so seductive
were its influences, so gradually encroaching the
force of habit that, knowing the injurious 'influ-
ence of the liquid, he had to instruct his servant
to pour him out one glass only before he went to
bed, and lock up the decanter, Mr.. Johnston

here referred to the operation of alcohol on the .

human system, and quoted from authorities on
the suhject, He proceeded to say that he did
not know why David had been referved to by the
hon. member tor Cumberland, bist it he had come
a step further down and quoted of Solomon—gSo-
lomon with his 700 wives and 800 concubines
(roars of laughter,) he would have found that
the writings of the wisest man were against him.
The Proverbs said—* Look not thou upon the
wine when it is red—at the last it biteth likea
serpent and stingeth like an adder. Thine eye
shajl behold strange women, and thise heart
shall utter perverse things.” Prov. 23c., 31,
82, anil 33v.) So that Nolomon sustains the bill
upon the table, and if he were here 1should have
his vote. (Laughter.) The hon. gentleman re-
ferred to the Puritans. True, sir, they had
favlts—that I need not deny; but they were dri-
ven into moroseness and austerity by wrongs and
persecution, . Still they. were distinguished for
roble and manly virtues, and were incomparably
in character superior to. Charles the II, whose
court was thronged with licencious characters
and dissolute women—such as the hon. Railway
Commisgioner has had painted on his cars.—
Cromwell raised England to the highest pinnacle
of prosperity—the “Merry Monarch’ became a

ase pensione n adjacent kingdom, As to
Pitt, Fox and Sheridan, the hon. gentleman has
done encugh for my srgument in merely mention-
ing their names;. for all of them were carried
down 10 untimely graves by the sin, of drunken=
ness.  As o ‘William Tell, I do not believe. a
drop of liquor passed his lips on the eventful day
when he performed the exploit of shooting the
apple from his son’s head. Even if he were in
the habit of drinking he. would have taken care
on that occasion not to have unetrung his nerves;
und unlese the hon. gentleman produces . the full-
est testimony, I cannot believe his assertion.

Mr. Doyle.~There is no doubt whatever
that hehad ¢ g shot in.”’—Much Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Johnston.—Rather he had a shot .
out.—(Laughter.)
went on to argue that wine was not necessary
for the healthful exercise of man’s faculties.
That it was one of the most ‘precious gifts of
God to ‘man was partially unsound ;; because
man pervertéd the tiue nature of the juite of
the grape by artificial means.”  We were told
yesterday that wine formed the union between
Christ and. his- Church:: This Bill is not

directed against-that wine.. Thereal-unfers.
mentell juide of the grape is one:of:thévmost. -
- Dutritious™ products:of atutey, wEtvis in the

higliestdegreeibeneficial tothe aman Sy%ﬁ,‘iln’**‘“‘i“f':ﬁ e

‘We ‘g.dmit‘“, P @n@ yet -wehave not

Al this

yod

The Hon. Gentleman .

~nighty créated:

Provincial Secretary. © What we importunder
the name of wine is the juice of the Grape
corrupted by the art of man. The Hon~
Member for Cumberland will have us believe
that man is cold, heartless, bloodless, sense~,
1ess, until he has imbibed the juice of the-
grape ; if this be true, let us not be proud of
the triumphs of man’s. intellect ; but proud
of what Wine, and Brandy, Gin and Whiskey
haveachieved ! ’ Tl
But it is said it will be impossible to carry
out the measure. That remains to be proved.
That there will be evasion of the Bill, I have
no doubt, but it is in vain to say that tliere will
not be-nlarge amount of good flowing from it,.
while the evagion can be but small. Youde-
clare the manufacture, importation, and sale of
spirituous liquors, except for medical, manufac-
turing, or mechanical purposesillegel ; and you
provide that all such articles shall be ware-
housed, as goods for exportation are now ware-
housed, and therefore no person can hold intoxi-
cating liquors in possession unless known to
the authorities, or they be illieitly obtained. If
the latter the article shall be liable to confisca~
tion. We have, therefore, the best means we:
can devise to carry out the Law, and we ask for
it because there ig o reasonable prospect of 'its
success. The Hon. Gentleman quoted the opi-
nion of Bishop Burgess on the subject ; and.
opposed the proposition to strike out the 'word
¢ importation” from the Bill ; ' because if
liquors were to be allowed at all, they might as
well be made in the country where the manu-
facture would afford some employmentto our
people. As to the Revenue, let it go I—it was -
nothing compared with the blessings sought to
be obtained under this Bill. We desire not.to
interfere with the business of any persons.inthe
community ; but they must not sell thatwhich -
will ruin others. Personal interests must yield
to publie necessity ; and the higher classes of
Society must be contont to forego their social
indulgences in consideration of this great moral..
reform. I may remark that he who votes:
against sending the Bill to Committee votes
againstany restriction whatever ; and in closing, .
let me touch a chord on which the Hon: Attor
ney General played during his speech~—when-;
‘he reminded Hon.- Members of their respensibis:

- lity for the votes they were. ahbout.to give:: &

remind those who vote against the Bill of their
responsibility ; and trust each membeér .will
choose for himself a course which will promote’
the welfare of his constituents, which will bé'in’
accordance with the scriptures we revere, :and--
which will secure the approval of his own, gon-:
science. L L
Mr. M. I Wilkine—Suppose intemperance'to -
be an evil, as [ acknowledge it is, and one. of
great magnitude; <but did not the Almighty send
evil into the universe; Who sent thirst? Who ;
sent hunger?. Did man make hunger? e
Hon. J. W. Johnston—Who gave an abund- -
ance of water to satisfy thirst? e
Mr. Wilkins—But if it were not,:for.. thiret.
man wonld not drink this' cold water, and ifit;
iwere not for hunger. man would not eat, ., Ewil

has, therefore, been introduced int:(_)m!.kl}‘e"wi}ﬂg{'m:% .

increase the ultimate, sum of hu‘mip happinés
Hon. Mr. Johnstori<=T did not eay that the-Als
éiance; but thirgta ¥ God
ut Heliy gt
perance, ot

gave man the




LIQUOR LAW. . :

) L AT N T LS R
perverted ‘His blessings, and wasted the grape Bourneuf,’ Chipman, :
.and the gram in imemperance.,..;..; ' : ..  Fuller,=19,. | McLellan, . -

Mr. Doyle—I am satisfied of one thing—that . . . | Dimmock, R
water hasclaimed more victims than wine—more, ;| -Brown, Co
men have been drowned than ever' died from | Be Smithy, L L
drinking. o Johnston, RS

'Hon. J, Howe—Yes! and water is the only | More, - .
thing that ever destroyed the -'whole 'human fa-' v Archibald,
mily. ‘ ‘ McKinnon, :

Mr. M 1. Wilking argued that the wines of Killam,

Scripture ‘possessed a' saccharine and intoxi- E.Young,
caling property. ' ‘ oo Whitman.—29

Hon. J. Howe—1I do not rise to take 'up time,
which would be uncourteous to the hon. and
learned gentleman for Aunapolis, who has the
right to close the debate; and in moving the re-
eolution I hold inmy hand, I care not whether
it passes or is rejected. . I may say that I am
glad at the manner in which this question has
been treated by the house; and acknowledge that
its friends huve not pressed it on us unfairly. I
do not move this resolution for the purpose of
delay, but before we pass such a bill as this, I
do sincerely desire to ascertain, in an authentis
form, the operation of the law in those countries
where it has been adopted. I should be guite
satisfied if the hon. and learned member for An-
napolis himsell, and one of the Judges of the Su~
preme Ceurt, or any other man, were to be sent
to Maine, to inquire into the actnal working of
the Law. I shall look upon this, not as delay,
but as time well spent for our information. I
have put 8 Commissioners in my resolution, in
order that there may be no jockeying on the pars
ot the Government.

Resolved, That this bill be deferred until the next
seision, and that the lieutenant governor be respect
fully requested -to appoint thres commissivners,
having the confidence of this house, to proceeed to the
United States ; and in those states which have adopt-
ed similay sures to carefully examine into their
character, working, and effects, and to report at large
for the information of the government, and the people
of this province. ‘ )

Hon. Attorney General.—The hon, and learned
member for Anuapolis;has placed the matterinan -
unfair light when be tells us that all wko vote
aguinst this Bill vote against all restriction.
That is not a fact, . e

Hon, Mr. Johnston. They should vote for it,
who are in favor of any one restriction. o

Hon. P. Secretary.~~Were we not distinctly
told by the advocates ot the bill at the outset than
they intended to have ‘the Bill—the whole Bill .
—and nothing but the Bill 7’ _

A call of the House was moved before division.

Mr. John Campbell gaid that he uaderstood
Mr. Creighton paired off with Mr. Mosher.

The motion was then taken op Mr. Howe’s
resolution as follows :

On committing the Bill the House again divi< -
ded, and the metion passed 29 to 19—the names-
above being reversed. cl

Mr.Doyle. Seeing the Hon, Financial Secre« -
tary in the ranke of the majority, 1 beg leave to-
ask him whether he has drawn his salary teom:
the Treasury during the past year, inasmuch as
a consiGerable portion of it was raised from the
very traffic he condemns ?—( Laughter.)

City Morals,

Hon. Joseph Howe—Mr. Speaker, I rise to
ask ‘leave to introduce a Bill which has been
placed in my hand by the Mayor of this City;
and I may say I believe it has been placed in my °
charge, because some observations 1 made the’
other day having given offence, this will give me
an opportmity of explaining, The Municipality -
complain that they have not the power to cure
the evils to which I then alluded; and they de-
sire to obtain such power. The bill is short and
the proceedings summary. It gives the Mayer
or'any Alderman the power to enter any ‘place
suspected of being a common brothel. (The hon *
member read and advocated the bill. ) Now, sir,
ourlaws are sufficiently stringent against women
—against those who are thrown outcasts of- the'
world and cannot be restrained from evil«prae.
tices; but the brute of a man who-is ten thousand
times worse in his nature than any woman - who
opens a grog shop, and connects' with it'an es-
tablishment of the worst description—for-him; it *
seems, the law has not sufficiently provided. He °
has not only an'interest in prevénting these ‘poor:
wretches from returiing to the -paths of virtue,
but in their drinking the liquid fire which he'
sells to them and others. To this extent I'-
wonld go—-give the magistrates' the power to en- -
ter-these dens, and wherever:tliey find a-man"
keeping a brothel and selling rom, let ‘the de- " .
prive him of hislicense, and/never give-him’one
again, 00 o R e

Mr. Doyle-~How -is it'that neither-th

r thievegtintry
not township members were consulfed :dn; thig
Bill A N I T

Mr. Wier—thejhon. member for Coambeilant:

- has taken Halitax into his special kéepings "Mp.! -

n

Against

For the resolution.

Comeauy Ryder,

H. Munro, Marshall,

Wade, v McQueen, © - -
McKinnon, John Campbeli,

Wier," ‘ Josiah Coffinr,

Doyle,/ Thomas Coffin,

Martell, Fulton, ' -

Pro. Sec’y/ Zwicker,

Att. Generaly John Munro,

M. 1. Wilkins{ " Jost, .
Annand; X Beekwith, -

Solicitor Genesad, * | Thorne,

Esson, : - | Shaw, 0
‘Howey. L)eBenty e L

P- Sm}"tb*, ;HO]I:EB,E Ve
McLeody Mureayge. vz oo
Cowie, = Jameg-Campbell.» .. -
Tl i e 3B T i e
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‘except Buffalo, on Linke Erie. " 7

W ier went on to take exception to and deny the
statements of the hon. member for Cumberladd ;
made the cther day, with reference'to  the imois''
ality of Halifax. "He maintained that- Halifax .
wasa far.more .moral city considering its size: .
and position than any other city in the world.: .-
-In a sea port and garrison town, where gailors,, "
and soldiers were .floating about there must pe |
such houses | #ad he comsidered it would be very ..
bad policy to mdke them respectable. =~ =~ " "
Mr, Howe rditerated his charge, aid declared.;
‘that he kinew 'cf no city so bad on’ ‘t'h‘(iq;,coj‘r'l'@dégf

. At N
Mr: Wiérhnd Mr. Eéson defended”theéity™? -
and eniiferated’ihe efforts 6f the"Corpbiationtes
théckadrunkenhesyand vice.,, */1F Ve by s, [l
_ The Bill was referted: (0 arSpbeial Comufitsas.
@@t e ot s of Sk ekl pomde ol
hust grindoom by bee g
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Mincm £.3855. .
Hospital at Pleiou;-

ES
= Bill to provide for the erection of ‘an }ibgp,i%
at Pioton. ' Even if this Bill docs comis striotly
under the ‘term ¢ Private Bill” I'hope theére
will be indulgence enough in the.House: to
allow me to introduce it as a gpecial fayor, con=
sidering the humane object it basin view.

Hon. Att. General.——I shall not oppose this
motion, but the difficulty is that when the rule
is once broken, we do not know where to stop.

Mr. Wilking,.—The Bill is for the benefi of
the whole Province—to prevent the spread of
disease. ‘

Mr., Wier.—Now, that the Liquor Bill has
passed, there will be no disease in any part of
the Province,—(ZLaughter.) ,

Mr. Martell.—Do I understand this Bill is to
tax coasters' ?

Mr, Wilkins.—No—it i3 not. I move it be
referred to a Committee, and I name myself as
Chairman—I presume you have no objection to
that.—(Much Laughter.)

Mr. Wilkins then proposed Messrs. Coffin,
Whitman and Ryder, to whom the Biil was
referred. !

Houysefadjourned.

———

J Trurspay, March 1, 1855,
: Statate Labor.

My. J. Coffin—moved that the resolu-
tiond reEorted from Committee in reference
to the Statute Labor Law be taken up; it
was intended to test the sense of the .
House ag to the propriety of the princi-
ple and if adopted. the Committee would
thenbe prepared, toreport a.bill to carry
it out. ST

Mr. McLellan thought the Com
had better introduce the hill first. .

Mr. M. I. Wilkins referred to the abu-
8es incident to the present Law ; apoor’
Koung farmer was now obliged .to contri-,

ute as, much to this service as a wedlthy '
man who kept all the carts in 'the coun-
try running; and it was an admitted fact
that one half the labor which should be:
expended on the roads was either injudi- -
ciously laid out, or was not performed-at
all. gle thought some revision of the sys-
tem was absolutely demanded. -

Mr. Comeau. Sir, I hope this house
will never prove so ungrateful as to com-
fel Clergymen to perform’ Statute Labor.’

am now about 60 years of age—my pro-
perty is limited, but little as I have it is
Iy own : when I was sixteen years of
age I was compelled to labor for six days

b

Mr. Martin I Wilking.—I hold 'in" iy

‘

Al

mittée

1n every year on the highways ; & number
of years passed and a Law was passed.
compelling me to work 8 days—and that’
18 not all, they followed me up.(laughter)
—and after-the lapse of further time made
me work four days additional—when I got,
‘up.to G60..years of -age I thought I. was

-+ clear altogethér (laughter) ' butiow I see’.,

2

thatisyoi."wereiigoinlgito follow md;
agiin. (aughter) =

i
oY
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. STATUTE LABOR, &
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. et T R iLY .
i Mr; ‘Dimoski—Theé present: law: doegmiot
give-entire satisfuction—and: an-alterationr
should besmade.:.: I: would like; however; to
wait - until we’know-what kind of & Bill is to’
be introduced—and if I thought it would: be!
beneficial -I should. support it. I donot’
think that any young, man—below the .age-
of 21 years living with his parents.should be
assessed. . R
Mr. A. G. Archibald advocated an 'altera-
tion in the law ;' it'was well known that
Magistrates had ‘relieved persons from tha’
performance of this public duty—who should"
not have been relieved,—while the public
service had' to suffer in consequence,—in
Colchester 16 bridges had been carried away.
and 7 were severely injured—these had to be
supplied, and if the statute labot were not per-
formed as it should be the public would suf-
for severely. o
Mr. Killam—This is a question which in~
terests the whole Province, and is as import--
ant in its character and consequences as any
that has been discussed this session.” 'On'it
depend the facilities for intercommunication

- afforded our ' people—the state of our ‘public

highways renders it essential that we ‘should -
guard the performance of Statute labor ri-
gidly; sidce the' public have only this and
the sum voted Ly the house from which teo
construct their highways, and: keep them in
repair, ! Lo
Mr, Shaw said that something was neces-'
sary to be done; it was perfectly clear that
there was not half the laber performed on the
roads that should be, but he ‘did not kKnow
what would obviate the difficulty, . s
‘Mr, Marshall maintained that this was the
Very time the question ought to be brought
orward; the Government ought to take'the

~+ responsibility of introducing measures for

equalizing taxation, both for Statute labor
and’ Education—and the principal part ' or
such taxes'ought to fall upon the weaithy. . -
Dr. Brown was in favor of the resolttion.
Hon. J. Howe~The unimproved land sought
to bear partof the tax, . . et
Hon. Mr, Johnston—The. adoption of the.-
Municipal- Corporations bill would -provida.,
for both ‘subjects, Statute lapor and Educa.
tion, [ ‘ R
After some further discussion the resolu- .

K

tion' was. put and negatived.

| FRivA¥, Maroh 2, 1855,
. ' Breakwater, Short Beach.,
Mr. J. Shaw moved the following resolu. .

tion : ‘ l o
Resolved, That thesum- of fifty pounds,

being the amount granted lgst session, to aid

in the construction of a breakwater at Short

Beach in “the county of Yarmiouth, shsll" be

paid to. the “corumissioners- of thatiwork;in

consideration -of the heayy &xpenditute made,::
and no aid havingibeen, before - granted: by -
this Hotdé; hotwithstanding. part:of: the éxw.
pence was incurred’ before the grant .wasi:

ofd'al wietg i) i s iy

Tho resolution passed without division,

v




Leave of absence.

Hon Joseph Howe—Mr. Speaker—I rise to
ack the house t6 grant me leave of absence
for the pext ten days. -I°have.heen in the
house,’ sir, for 20 years, and have never
found it necessary to ask for such absence
before. I trust, therefore, the house wxlI
grant me this mdulgence.

Leave of absence was gronted una.mmously
Liguor Law.

The Prohlbltory Liquor Law was put into
Committee and passed—to come into opera~
tion on the 1st April, 18566.

Contingencies.

The same Committee as acted last year on
ocontingencies was appointed.
Militia Law.

Mr. B. Smith reported bilis on the Militla
Law ; the amendments recommended by the
Lommlttee were to authorize the sale of any
arms that are unserviceable : the importation
of improved arms for the militia, to such ex-~
tent as the house might be disposed to pro-
vide the means, and (he formation of volun-
teer companies in the several regimentsand
battalions. The first bill reported continued
the militia law of the ravised statutes, and
algo the act of last session, except the sixth
clause, provided for the payment of adju-
tants and other officers, for duties performed
last year, and that no fees should be paid on
militia commissions.

Reciprocity Treaty.

Hon. Attorney General stated that he
had received a telegraphic despatch, announ-
cing that the fishery and reciprocity treaty
had been passed by both branches of Con-
gress,

Chancery Bill.

The Chancery bill was taken up and dis-
ocussed in aconversational manner—the form-
al debate on the subject being postponed till
to-morrow.

Customs Officers,

Mr. Wade gave notice of & motion to call
wpon the Imperial Government to provide for
dismissed officers of Customs.

Hox. Attorney. General said that the sub-
jeet was under consideration of the govern-

ment.
Mr. Wade expressed himself satisfied with
the declaration just made.

gl p—

Saturpay, March 3, 1855,
The House met and adjourned to afford
time for Committees to transact business.

e ]
Moxpay, March 5, 1855,
House of Refuge —Dispensary,

Mr. B. Wier reported from Committee on
the establishment of a House of Refuge—and
a Dispensary—recommending a grant of £50
in aid of the first object, and £100 for the
latter.

After some eonveraatxon m 8 lowtone.

’,. ”i’ .a.‘-,ka,

- that. thera were a numher of mwstatemm

4 Rt Y
Mr. Kﬂlam obJecbed to all these grant
passing out of the ;Treasury£13560 for.
Poor Asylum, and now. ﬁﬁese two, grant:
He' consideréd both grants in'this’ Rijor
unnecessary. . The Poor Housawas open fo‘
the admission ofall the Poor and,Sick. ;. .

Mr. Annand would be very -sorry to- inter
fere with the Dispensary—at. different time:
40,000 persons had been 'relieved at ° tha
estabhshment and what did the Province
pay? Heretofore only £50, and there were
at all times a sufficiency of vdccine matter.

iz. Wier explained that it wasnotcontem-
plated to disturb the old establishment—this
was a different institution, of which gentle-
man had received information by circular. .

Hon. J. W. Johnston particularly advocat-
ed the establishment of a House of Refuge,
in order to save fallen women from utter
destitution and the most loathsome and
wretched deaths, both physically and men-
tally. A house had been hired—the cost of
£250 had been borne by private subseription,
and over half a dozen of these unfortunste
women had been won back to they path of
duty, and resided there for nearly a-year.
He was very glad the Committee had secom-
mended a grant of £50 and was quite %re it
was but 2 small proportionate sum for the
public Treasury to give—compared wih the
subscriptions raised in Halifax.

Hou. Attorney General.—I move that the
Report be received and such parts as refer to
the House of Refuge be adopted. I donot’
oppose the other grant, but wish to have it
put in shape.

The motion passed in the negative, 22 to 15

Several Voices.—There is a mistake in the:
question.

The Speaker.—The question cannot be put
sgain, without unanimous consent.

Mr, Wier.—If this had been brought i ln,
for any other part of the Province, I have ng,
doubt it would be assented to, but bomemem..
bers, like the Hon. Member for Yarmouth{

are constantly and jealously speaking agamst
this city. Ifitbe true that there are as’
many poor in proportion to the population in’® .
Yarmouth ag in Halifax, I am astonished to-
hear it, judging from the speeches constantly+
made about the prosperity of that Townshtpg v
I-think it very unfair that a report of a comig
mittee should be hustled out of the House im-
this manner—it would at least have been
more courteous to have negatived the items,,
in Committee of Supply. I give notice that
1 will move in the morning to rescind.

Chesley Alnteau. o

Mr. Howe presented the petmon of leberé
Fowle and 47 others, against the repeal of
the act relating to the Chesley Abxteau.
Annexed thereto was a copy of a letter to Mr.
Johu C. Wade from Ezra Fosterand 14 othérs*” ’
requesting that their names should be’ erasedﬂ‘
from the -petition of R. H. Bath, J. P., indgs.
much as their signatures had been'obtairied’. .
by misrepresentation; and also. the“pemion* g
of Joseph Clarke, and* eleven;othersdeclaring; “‘%3 g
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contsined,l y petition of Benjé%:ﬁn Ch&ﬁey
andethers, ' 0= err L T TL S
S ‘Agricultare, © Ci o

Mr. Smith, from the Committe on 'Agri-

cure brought on his report, which made the
followlng reeomdations: R

"£10 to Samuel Philipsand others - of Bar.
garee, in aid of Oat Mill, but all sueh grants
to be discontinued in future. ‘ ‘

Daniel Veteer, Inverness, fraudsin grind
ing grain, The law affords sufficient reme-
dy. ‘

Central Board—Salaries to

Seoretaries £76

Printing - 12 6 10
Cattle from New Brunswick 136 12 74
Sheep from Canada 53 16 6
Fowls and Eggs 18 6 0
Books for Distribution b 12 6

Paid Secy’s. Industrial Exhibition 85 11 4

Rent, Postage and expenses 14 56
367 4 8

Received from Treasury 200 0 4
‘¢ Bale of Cattle 116 11 4

¢ Sale of Sheep 18 10 6
Balance in hand from last year 75 19 11
411 1 94

Leaving a balance in hand of 659 17 6

The Board had imported last year several
head of Ayrshire cattle, and 5 Leicester sheep,

The report recommended a model Farm,
improved breeds of sheep, and the manufac-
ture of bone manure.

46 Local Boards are in useful operation.

The grant of £300 to be continued, and
£200 for the Central Board.

The cost of importation and keep of Stal-
lions to 7th of March, 1855, was £199 85 2d.
less than the amonnt voted for the service,
which was £2000. ‘

The Committe recommended the payment
of £10 to Palmer Inglis for taking care of
said horses. ,

£2000 to be granted, ineluding the amount
to be realized from the sale of horses, for the
importation of 9 other Stalliong to improve
the breeds in the Province —1 to each 2 adja~
cent counties; and £850, for the importation
of Mares,

£1,000 for the importation of im

heep.

£50 to encourage the manufacture of bone
wwnnure,

£150 for the distribution of- Mr. Dawson’s
Book among the Farmers of Nova Scotia—
5,000 copies. ‘

The report was signed b
and was laid on the table,

Indian Affairs,
Mr, Whitman from the Committee on In-

proved

¥ all the Committee

dien Affair s,reported the following payments
in behalf support of Indiana, '
Capt. Charnley, - £85.0 0
A. Wiitmand, Annapolis . .2000°0

- A Catipbell; Tatamagodoke © - 10 0 0
J, MoKinnon;Sydney - .. ' i .80 0% 0~
Hon:'J: Molidod, C.B, ~. i .80

0

A K 3

- Supply.

' relation to the‘royalty on .:

¢ 0 ~ofvslack ¢oaliraised

w'n & S ¢

L 4 ?333’5.; b ‘ - o ‘
ohn Gi:’eighton, Lunenburg 10 0
- Bevu:Mr.-Cortean; Richmond :..; ..:20° Q.
' JB McDonald, Picton, & Colchester- 175 -
o 6 88 ";Kingsﬁmr acct. | . x7.10
A.F. Comeau, Clare ... - 150 0
Dr. Jennings, Medical Attendance 410.0
Dr. Shaw, Kings County. =~ - 6 1.9
Dr. Borden, . . ! 110 0
Dr. Webster < 1150
Dr. Payzant, Queens © 118 9
Dr. Forbes,. ¢ 3. 87
Dr. Croker, - ¢ . . "2 8.6
Dr, Elmsley, Victoria, 2102
J. P. Doane, support of Boy 500
Newel Jedore 400
Thomas C. Seaman, Morton 216. 0
‘ , 80 4 5
Undrawn £33 7 6 cL
Dr. Foreman 76
$ 150
283 19 6
Grant for 1854 300 0.0
Balance in Treasu 16 0 7

Due Capt. Chearniey to Dec. 31, 1854,
10 16s. 2d.; dae J. McKinnon, Esg,, Syd-
ney, C.B., 15s. 44. . BPRTREE A

In hands of Hon. J. McLeod, £1 0si Tdssin
hands of-John Creighton, Esq., 18s.10d4: ;
in hands of Rev. Mr. Corteau, £4 9s. 6d. .0

The Committee recommend the following
sums to be paid out of the grant for 18565.'

Dr. Forbes, Queens, £5 0 0
Dr. Croker, < . 2°2°8;
Dr. Harrison, Musquodoboit
Dr. Jeans, ‘
Dr. Foreman,
Dr. Tupper,
Dr. Brown,
Samuel Bayard, Guysborough,
Charles Gallagher, do’
John H. Minor, Horton,
Irad Benjamin, do
Rev. T. Welch, Queens,
Francis Paul, Indian Chief,
Newel Jedore, Indian Chief, -
W. J. Fuller, Horton,
Rev. Mr. Garey, Clare, C 15
John Wade, Esq., Bear River, . 10
J. Creighton, Esq., Lunenburg, 10
A. Whitnfdn, Esq., Annapolis, ' 20 D
The Committee again recommended’ the
passage of an act imposing penalties:on per-
sons purchasing Indian Clothing; guns, “&e,
distributed as bounty to Indians, """
The Report was signed by all the Commit-
tee, and was referred to Committee. of
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Mines and Minerals, . " -
. Mr, Archibald.—I 'rise, Mr. Speaker, to
move the resolution agreed to by the majority
of the Committee on’ Mines ﬂii“gi k‘M:’ihgr& %
8lack ¢ L - Thi
resolution affirsns thie right of the Provincd'te
£8,162°0s. 11di;.'the’ amount gﬁﬁméﬁﬁw
; 849; énid the

tween-the'81st “ofDecember,! 1

816t of Dégember;cl

8§3’fff¢n§gk;250%€ﬁ¢?&féﬁ T
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e MINING ASS
ton during that period. The resolution is
as follows :— ‘ o

* Resolved, That this house are of

opinion that the general mining association
have no legal or equitable claim to exemption
from the demand of £31562 0s. 11d., made
againgt them by the provincial authorities
for the royalty on slack coal, for the period
intervening between the 81st December,
1849, and the 81st December, 1858, and that
the executive government be required to com-
municate this resolution to the agent of the
association, and take gsuch' other steps a
may render available for the use of the pro-
vince this portion of the crown revenues.”’
Before entering into the particular sub-
jeot of the resolution before the House, I feel
it right to make o few preliminary observa-
tions. It will appear by a hasty review of
the different negociations and arrangements
between the Crown and the Province, on the
one hand and the association on the other,
that the result has always operated in favor
of the company. Mark, sir, o few facts in
confirmation of what I state. The reserva-
tions in the grant to the Duke of York in
1826 were one shilling sterling per ton of
22 hundred weight, each hundred weight
being 120 pounds. By the arrangement of
1828,as interpr~ted by the company,supersed-
ing the lease of 1826, the reservation is £3,~
383 65. 8d. for the first 20,000 New Castle
chaldrons, and two shillings currency, on all
over that quantity. To try the effect arising
from the difference in the two reservations, 1
have calculated the rents payable under the
Duke of York’s Lease on coal raised from
1849 to 1863 inelusive. By the Journalsof
1854 it appears that the quantity of round
coal raised in that period, amounted to 295,~
147 Newcastle chaldrons. This quantity
under the Duke of York’s Lease would

pay £48,624
The revenue received was 33,268
Difference 15,266

Which represents the gain to the association
b)872 Sthe substitution of the agreement of
1828,

The only agreement which appear-
ed in point of fact to exist, consisted
of letters from Sir George Murray to the
Governor of Nova Scotia, and the papers
therein referred to. In the leiter of the 2d
December, 1828, Sir George states that the
Treasury had agreed to lease the coal mines
of Cape Breton for a rent of £38,333 6s. 8d.

In a previous letter, however, he had
stated that the agreement referred to he
Coal Mines of Cape Breton, and the reser-
ved Mines at Pictou, and that the terms of
such lease were set out in a memorandum
enclosed. Itisaremarkable factthat these
letters don’t contain the words ¢*Newcas-

~elt Chaldron,” and the whole correspon-
dence marks the agtutness with which the
interests ‘of the Company were watched
and the incapactity.of -the Minister to

. .whose care: the interests:of:the:Groven were

‘entrusted. Why, Sir, it would appear

OCIATIO

te 9

March' 5, IS;g%
fom the letter of the = 2nd of .December
1828, thatSir Geor;ir,]e Murray was 80 igno-
rant of the geography of the question at
to suppose that all the mines he intended
to lease were in Cape Breton. With that
glaring fact on the face of the letter, it is
not at all wonderful that the Colonial
Secretary, who does not appear to have
had his attentior drawn to the peculiar
wording of the Association’s proposals
should not have understood the Newcastle
chaldron to mean anything more than the
ordinary Winchester Chaldron ; and
therefore it is not at all unlikely that un-
der this phase, the association have bene-
fitted by getting a remigsion of one half
the burden intended to he imposed on
themf N

But, sir, 1n 1845, they made a further
advance. For the fixed rent they had up
to that period the liberty of raising 20,-
000 Newcastle chaldrons. By the Trea-
sury Minutes that year, made at their
solicitation and against the wish of this
Provirce, they are allowed to raise an
additional quantity of 6,000 chaldrons
without any addition to the rent. It ha-
always been understood that the Associa-
tion, in obtaining a right to raise, by the
Newecastle measure, were to be really gov-
ercned by that measure. But what hes
been the fact ? By the authority of s
gentleman whose name on subjects of this
kind is a guarantee for the accuracy of
the information, Mr. Taylor, the author
of the Coal Statistics, the Newcastle chal,
dron is stated to weigh 53 hundred weight
It has been lately understood that as
invoiced .1t Pictou it weighs 32 hundred
weight per chaldron, Pictou measure, and
by the examination of the ‘Association’s
Agent lagt year by the Committee on
Mines and Minerals. it is admitted that
the weight is 31 hundred weight, ‘and
that the Newcastle measure is double or
62 hundred weight. Here, then, it '?g-
pears that under the Newcastle chaldron
the Association have been in the habit ‘of
selling 20 hundred weight more in each
chaldron than they are entitled to under
their lease. Let this run over the period
from 1849 to 1853 inclusive, and what is
the result? ‘Why, just this, sir! that
within that period ti]le Association have
saved on the round coal the sum of £7,011
3 0, which should have found its way
into our Treasury, if the payments had’
been made on the measure%y which it is
proposed o be regulated. I call thé at:
tention of the Government to this facs. “1
think it is a matter of grave igl&pox;ﬁag

g

.

- and it well deserves their particular aftepn- .

tior. . Talso call the attentionof the
and learned gentleman for. Annapa
this fact. On this point he-ing:been
led—the Province has—every ot
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rmitted to raiseé for the fixed rent, the matter
was referred to the local Government, of which
the Hon. and learned . Gentleman for Annapolis
was leader. A representation was made by the
Administration here to the Colonial Minister
ghowing that in the agreement of 1828, the
association had obtained terms more favorable
tban those under the Duke of York’s Lease,

A oaleulation is made to support that view
and in that calculation which will be found on
the Journals of 1845, page 10 of appendix, the
same learned gentleman rtates that 40,000
Newcastle Chaldrons containg 96,000 Tons.

In this caloulation the weight of a New Cas-
tle Chaldron is assumed to be 52 cwt., and is
vonverted into the tons specified in the Duke of
York’s Lease. But if the calculation had been
made aocording to the real weight asnow claim-~
ed by the association, the aggregate would have
been 115,000 tons instead of 96,000, So that
not only the house have been misled—but the
past a8 well as the present Government have
been laboring under a delusion which is putting
money in the pockets of the Association at the
expense of the Provincial Treasury. This mat-
ter should receive, and I hope will redeive, the
maost thorough investigation,

And now, gir, to come to the subject immedi-
ately before the house—the question of slack
Coal, I would only premise that snis is hardly &
time for the Company to come here to solicit
such an indulgence. By the Reciprocity Treaty

mssed this very session, an immense boon hag

een conferred on the Association. Let us ssc
to what an extent—Last year they raised and
#old 146,000 Chaldrons Winchester measure,
This year they will, without doubt, raise 180-
{00 chaldrons of which two thirds or about 120,-
000 Chaldrons will find its way into the United
Btates, Before the law passed the duty on
each chaldron was Bs. or equal to £30,000 on
the Export of this year.  Under the operation
of this law, therefore, this branch of trade has
received in effect a bonus of £30,000 per An-
num. If it could have been carried on at all be-
fore it would be earried on now with just the
edvantage of that amount eanh year over former
years. To obtain this advantage, many gentle-
men were of opinion that important rights and
interests of other classes in Nova Scotia had
been to some oxtent sacrificed—and it seemed
hardly the time for the Company to press for the
exemption of the fair debt they owe to the
Province.

"I will not go into the history of the Slack
Coal question, which has been expanded at
iarge in the Report which has been printed and
is in the hands of members. Under the Law it is
elear that the Association are liable to pay on
Black Coal. Indeed, they admit the lability—
and the only question now is whether s settlo-
ment made in 1849 by which it was stated that
it should be left to the ¢ Legislature” to say
whether Royalty should be paid on Slack Coal,
thereafter, interfered with thie right. ' It hasg
been contended first that the Legislature has
never acted ; and Secondly, if there had been
#uch action, no notice of it had been given to
the Company. ] .

Now, a8 to the meaning of the word * Legis-

lature” in tpe’ Momorande I cannot entertain a
doubt. It is necessary to look at the whole -
context, at the Letters by which the negitip.

fion st pommenced and carried one-How

LIQUOR

In'1845 when the Crown was about enlarging
the quantity which the Association were to be.
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ngnt of the Company calling his attention to -
the ¢ Beport: of a Committes of .the House of
Asgembly”—1In a subsequent part of the corres:
pondence he speaks of the matters to which the
% attention of the Government had been drawn
by the Legislature” referring to this same report
of the Assembly. Can it bo supposed thatin
the correspondence the word ‘¢ Legislature’.
meant one thing and in the settlement resulting,
another ? There could be no reasonable doubt
on that subject to any one who would look over
all the doouments. . .

Then, as to the notice ;—is it posgible, that
the action of the Assembly in 1851 should not
have heen known at the time to the agent of the
agzsociation ?

In the first place the resolution for enforcing
the royalty on siack coal, was reported from tbe
committee on Mines und Minerals. Then 100
copies of the Resolution were ordered to be
printed—and then, again, in the printed report
of the prnceedings of that day, the debate on the
subject is reported at full length~and was par.
ticipated in'by Mr. Geo. R. Young, Mr, Johna-
ton, the late Mr. Fraser, Mr, Harringtun, Mr,
Marshall—in point of fact every leading member
then in the House appears to have taken part
in the debate, and at the} close of it an amend.
ment is offered by Mr. Fraser, and rejected-on
division ; and the original resolution carried
on another division, hoth of these being entered
with names on the Journals of this hon. House. T8
it possible to conceive that all this could take
plice within these walls, and no report of it reach
the ears of those whose interests were go deeply
affscted by the resplution

But, sir, I hold that there was no need of any
notice at all. The right to the royalty comes
under the lease. It existed as well in the case
of slack as of round coal, and was not to be crea-
ted by any action of the House. It was.a rent
admitted by the tenant to be due to the_ landlord,
but the tenant hoped to prevail on the landiord
not to exact it. The rent was not releaged by
not heing demanded immediately, and whenever
it suited the landlord to decide whether he would
exact it, he had a right to doeo, 1t was not
necessary to send a formal notice. The public
journale in which the acts of the Assembly are
recorded, are a sufficient notification of the As.
sembly’s decision and should have been respond~
ed to at oace. ‘ ‘ L

It might Le said that if the duty on slack
coal were imposed, it would fall heavily on our
own people,—to some extent it might effect .
them. But of the 31,000 chaldrons to which
the resolatian refers, only 690 #vere consumed
in this Province. : Co

To give up royalty, therefure, on the whole
would be the sacrifice of £3162 10 the general
Treasury for the purpose of saving some £695
to the parties using this coal,,  ° S

It must be remembered, too, that those who
ghould receive this bounty, were persons living
within a short distance of the Mines, and whao
had access to this coal. The bolk of the popu.
fation of the interior were excluded ffom this
loca) advantage and it would thérefore ' bs
hardly fair for the -purpose of aiding to the
advantages of these favored few to sirike off
from the general revenue so lasge a sum, ‘which
wewere entitled toreceive, . - o

n conclusion, T:- will eay, thit. so Jong -ui

ciation:claii: o hold . us by theiv!
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.they shouid be content to have the same jmene
sure mented out ' to them. ‘

1 hope, therefore, that the resolution reported
from the committee will mest the approval of the
House, and that this question will be soon finally
set at rest, ,
~ Mr. Martin I Wilkins advocated the views
of the minority of the Committee as set forth
in the following memorandum :

We have declined to sign this report, for
the following among other reasons :—

1st.—As the report undertakes to set forth
the facts, and to deduce conclusions from
them, it ought, we think,to have done 'so
with equal fullness on both sides, which, in
our opinion, it does not do.

. 2nd.—We think the negotiation of Decem
ber, 1849, is not stated with the distinctness
requisite to convey an adeguate iden of the
extent and obligation of the compromise then
made, The letters that passed between My,
Howe and Mr. Cunard, in December, 1849,
—and still more the payment by Mr. Cunard,
snd the acceptance by the provincial govern.
wment, on that occasion, of money which has
been in dispute and formed part of the com-
promise,—gave to the arrangement, morally
and legally, the force of a binding agreement,
This deduction, and the facts from which it is
drawn, ought, we think, to have been clearly
stated and distinctly acknowledged.

3d.—The fact that the house in 1850, when
the matter was still fresh, did not adopt the
report of the committee, recommending the
duty on slack coal to be eunforced, and did
mot take any action on the subject, has a per-
tinency in the argument which, we think,
demands for it more prominence than has
been given in the report.

' 4th.—In our opinion, the whole of the rea-
soning and inferences designed to shew that
the association or its agents indirectly had
knowledge of the resolution of 1851, ought to
be expunged. If the association was entitled
to notice of the deeision of the house, it had,
we think, a right to expect and require that
the notice should be given formally, and ac-
companied by a distinct intimation of the
views and intentions of the government in
relation to thegresolution of the house. [rom
M. Boggs’ testimony, it appears that no no-
tice was given until 3rd March, 1854.

bth.—That part of the report which endea-
vors to establish that the Receiver General
bad a right to suppose that the statements
and receipts rendered to his office by the
agent of the association included slack coal,
is, we think, imperfect and inconclusive. The
veport fails to notice the necessaay dedue-
tion, from the significant fact that the Re-
veiver General received a stutement and gave
a Yeceipt for the coal of 1850 similar to those
for the coal of 1861. Yet in the former he
must have known that the slack coal was. not
included ; becauseby the agreement entered
into the year before, to which he himself was
& party, the fature payment of> duty on:sluck
- ¢oal Hid been made to depend on the degision.
of the legislature;ind he'knew thatmohratith
of the Legislature had intermediately nutpt
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any decision to enforce the payment.  To
suppose that the Receiver General believed
the agents of the association, under these cir-
cumstances, to have voluntarily included the
slack coal in the statement for 1860, would
be inconsistent with reason and the state of
the facts ; hence the receipt in full for that
year cannot be subject to the objection made
to that for 1851 ; and as regards the latter,
the reasoning in the repor rests on the as-
sumption that the Receiver General had no
ground to suppose that tae statement did not
include slack coal—an assumption which it-is
impossible to adopt, fter it is shewn that he
must have known .he fact to have been other-
wise the year before. Besides, the ignorance
of material circumstances ought not, we con-
ceive, to be urged for vacating an act affect-
ing the rights of others, when the means of
knowledge were in possession of the party
and no deception was practised on him.
6th.—The report is objectionable in this,
that while it vindicates the Receiver General
from the imputation of inattention, it gdoes
not distihctly exoncrate the agents of the as-
sociation from any idea of concealment or
misrepresentation in the accounts rendered.
We think that the exoneration of the one should
have been asexplicitly avowed as the vindica-
tion of the other.” ‘

7th~—The report, we think, is not correct
in affirming that ¢ the claim of the associa-
tion to exemption from the duty on slack coal,
as a ma'or of right, vests solely on the me-
morandum of Mr. MeNab, and 1he contrac:
thereéin implied,’’ for the reasons s-ated in
the 2nd preceding objec ion. And the argu-
ment on the meaning of the word " ¢ legisla.
ture,”” we deem incomplete without relation
being hiad to the whele correspondencereferred
to in that objection ; and also without consi-
dering it in athird aspect, viz., that the word
legislature might have intended the two deli-
Parative branches, without contemplating an
act of the whole legislature. .

8ih.—'The report we consiler defective innot
vot'cing two facts, very important is an equitable
considevation of this subject, viz : o

1st.—That in consequence of no claim having
Leen maae Hr duty on slack coal, and no deci-
ston of the legislature having been made in con-
formity with the agreement of 1849, as uader-
stood by the agemws of the association, they had
.not raised the price of slack coal on the consu-
mer, as they otherwise would have done ‘tv pro-
tect themselves ; und ‘

2ndly.—That the stockholders having changed
in the intermediaie time, injustice will be. done
to individuals in urging a claim for arrearg, under
the cireumstances of this case, e
" The force of these 1o considerations is-giéat-
ly“enhanced by the fuct that, anthwithstanding
the house was, on the 18th day of March, 1854,
in possession of the views of the adsnciation by
the letter of the agent hereto swhjoitied, : (iee.

. journals for 1854, p. 484) yet neithen‘ﬁyiﬁfb&. ul

the legislature arthe lnst session, nor (Ke goVerh-
‘ment in the recess, ook any adtion’ on'thigquels”
~tion calculated o bring.it 19 d'défiite dontl
‘afd thus have complicated ‘it"by-anoter
ey, 'The latteriélerFEd 19 18 tdihe K
effect fsee Jovrnals1 Y




ro 5’ " ¥ e
Fered S e g -
[P VR ARV L TS

Marcr 5 anp 6, 1855. |
q ‘ Havirax, 6th March, 1854,
IR . ‘ S

We have the honor to acknowledge your letter
of the 8rd insL., requiring the payment of £8152
0s. 11d., by the general mining asspciation, all
royalty on slack coal measured and sold at irs
mines during 1850, 1851, 1852, 1853  [In reply,
we beg to.refer to the agreement made in 1849
hetween the general mining association, by ther
agent, and the Provincial Government, by which
the claim for royalty on slack coal was relin-
quished to the 31st December, 1849, and any
claim after that period was made dependent on
the action of the legislature. This question has
never heen decided by the legislature, and no
notice has been given (o the agents of the asso-
ciation which eould lead themn to anticipate this
cliim, although the returns of coal raised and
sold, including the slack, have becn regularly
vendered, and payments made and acknowledged
by receipt in tull by the Provincial Gouvernmeut,
every year during the four sessions ttat have
since elapsed.

Under these circumstances we have not felt at
liberty to increase the price to the conswmer, as
we otherwise would have done, and the claim
aow made comes upon us when the association
has lost the opportunity it would have had to
protect itself,

We therefore trust that the provincial govern-
ment will feel the force of our objection against
acknowledging the claim, and will, on considera-
tion of the facts, perceive that the association
cannot justly be required to pay any part of the

sum demanded.
We have, &c.

(Signed) CuxnarDp,Boces & CuNARD.
T'o honorable

Jussru Howe, Provincial Secretary.

Lastly.~—We dissent from the report because
we think the committee ought to have reported
that, under the agreement of Dec. 1849, the de-
termination of both the legislative council and
Agsembly is required to fulfil the terms of that
agreement; that the delays in the action of the
government and legislature have raised equities
in favor of the association that should exoner-
ate them from any claim from arrears; and that
the duty demanded on slack coal, whether re-
trospectively or in the future, should be gradua-
ted according to the relative value of round

and slack ooal.
J. W. JOHNSTON,
M. I, WILKINS,
W.W. BENT.

Hon. Sol. General, Mr. Marshall, and Mr. M.
Wilking, again addressed the house on the sub-
Jjeot; the former in favor, the two latter against
the exaction of the Royalty on coals; but the
present practice of the house in meeting at 12

v'elock, and adjourning at 7, renders it utterly’

impossible’ for the Reporters to write up the
pa,s.t dobates in the full and ample manner
which it has been their desire to accomplish.

e G

‘ . Tuespay, 6th March, 1856.
- Reciprocity Despatch,
_ Hon. Pro. Sesretary laid on the tableof the
House & despateh relating to the: Reciprocity

pateli referred to & commu-

 msormoar.

fot

t
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Hon, Mr. .Tohnétpn.-—-’.l.‘her& is oezmnly ,
© gomething irreconcilablein this subject. ' It

will be perceived thatin answer totheaddress:
of the Legislative Counoil, reference is made
to a communication * which passed between
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Lord Elgin and the Lieutenant Governor, &8 -

proof that it was nofault of Lord Elgin’s that
the Province of NovaScotia was not represent-

ed at Washington when the terms of the Re-

ciprocity Treaty were under discussion,
From the tenor of the debate on this point:it
was impossible not to attribute blame to Lord

Elgin ; the statements made hy members of

government inculpated him while they tended
to shew that they were not at all to blame;
and yet we are told, that from motives of
delicacy this communication which exculpa

sed Lord Elgin from all suspicion of improper

conduct should not be published. I conceive -

that the Government are boundto give all es-

ential information on a subject involvingthe -

henor and integrity of a Colonial Governor.

Hon. Pro. Secretary. The Government do
no$ feel justified in submitting the communi-
cation in question, not because they fear its
contents—for confident in the vigilance with
which they watched the progress of this mea~
sure and caved for the interests of this tpeople
they have nothing to fear from any informa~
tion that may or can be evolved—but because
it contains matter of a highly confidentidl
character. True, the despatch just now pro-
duced refers to the communication in ques.
tion, but does not in any wise authorize the
governmert to give it publicity ; had the
government laid it on the table they would
have subjected themselves to the animadver.

sion and attack of the very Gentleman.who .

now ask that it should be produced. ‘
Mr. M. L Wilkins. Tt is said that we have
responsible government ; I should like to
know to whom the government are respone
sible ?  And what is the nature of their re-

sponsiblity ? A despatch is written by the’

Lieut. Governor to the Governor Generaloon-
cerning the non representation of Novi Sco~
tia at the convention. The Legislative
Council inquire of the Imperial Government

why they were notrepresented; and the:veply:

is that in consequence of that communicition’

the delegation was dispensed with, ' Surely.

this was a matteraffecting the public atlarge
a matter peculiarly Nova Scotian.
right, then, had the government to ‘réfuse.
publicity to information which the people-
should have? In my view-—none, Have'we

What

aot & right to assume that there is Something’

in the document which the uovernment are
afraid to make public ; that this people:have
been virtually intrigued out of their rights.;
and this too, by & Government csllip‘g taelf
responsible and deriving its' authority froie:
the people.  So flagrant an act should: meet
with just reprehension’; the most valnable
part of our property, bartered :away,
nsultation-—without, our satioti

consuliation--w.

oL
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Hon. J. W. Johnston. We have been told
that.there is matter of a private nature in
thig communiocation—and therefore it wasnot,
submitted. The Hon. Provincial Secretary
pledged his word that when the documents
were exhibited they would prove the govern-
ment to be pure and spotless (Laughter).
We may assume that to be true on the faith
of his statement, but it must be remembered
that in this way a government may cloak
anything, that it is their iuterest to conceal
or_prevent their expressed views or their
course of policy on matters vitally affecting
the public well being from coming to the
knowledge of the people. ~ But we ave told
that there was no necessity for the production
of this document. Did not the Legistative
‘Council desive information 2 Do not this
people require it 2 They do.  Great blume
was attached to the action of the Imperial
Government and Lord Elgin for theirconduct
in not consulting Nova Scotia—by hon. gen-
tlemen who took part in the dchate on the
Reciprocity Bill. ~We were led to believe
that they wished to sucrifice Nova Scotin to
the exigencics of Imperial interest-—without
even asking our concurrence. In this it
seerns we were mistaken-—the British governa
ment and Lord Elgin anxiously desired to
meet our wishes,—-this information is con-
tained in a communication the contents of
whish we can only inferentially nssume as it

not before us; and the government still re-
fuge to produce it.

«Hon. Attorney General. I have but a very
few words to say in this subject; in the fivst
place I entirely ussent to the principle that
all publicdocuments or necessary information
of whatover character should be submitted to
the House, except that of o private and con-
fidential character. Now, sir, the govern-
ment are the julges—irom the necessity of
the case, they alone can judge as to the pro-
priety of submitting or witholding informa-
tion. In their view the document in ques-
tion is of such a confidentiul character tha
it could not possibly be submitted. T will
not say that it is so—but supposc 1t contains
paragraphs cntirely confidential from the
British Minister to the Governor General—
would any government presume to give them
publicity ?  But it is said there must be some
information in it which the government de-
sire to conceal—connceted With the delega-
tion § this is not the case,—there is no sub-
stantial basis, ne ground to support an as-
sumption so absurd. Is it not matter of pub-
lic notoriety that the delegates were appointed
and waited for o length of time anticipating
. summons to attond at Wash*ngton. What
possible reason could the members of gov-
ernment have had for desiring toabsent them-
selves? Hon. gentlemen will be compelled to
tax their ingenuity somewhat to fasten any
blams eu the government.

Mr, Marshall.—The speech of the hon. At-
torriey General only makes matters worse. I
do Yit believe the BritishGovetnment everin~
tanded tobarter away myrightsand the rights
of 1y follow countrymen without ssking usto

 RECIPROCITY,
. 53y yéﬁ or nay to the bar i

and if hon. gentlemen question;the:
- . ,J«:"“g“"‘r ‘,%*
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1f s0 the pro-
position to pass that Reciprocity Bill should
never have been acceded to by any Govern-:
ment. Nova Scotia should havye stood on her
own rights and demanded her legitimate and
vightful due, The British Government should
have been told that Nova Scotia felt what was'
due to her position and would never tamely
consent to be treated with contumely and
contempt. DBut, sir, the onus must rest some-
where ; it must appertain to the British
Government, Lord Elgin, or our own gov-
ernment. To which of the three does it be-
long? It is now clear that Lord Elgin is
blaracless —we cannot suppose that the Bri-
tish government stipulated to settle the mat.
ter without our concurrence—the govern.
wment of Nova Scotis alone remain, on them
the imputution must rest unless they disclose
information that will absolve them. I have
heard too ofien bold claims to spotless inte-
grity put forth in this House to feed these
vauntings and am not at all inclined to waive
my judgment on the faith of protestations
coming from such a source.

Hon. Solicitor General—I had imagined,
sir, that the cxplanation given by my hon.
colleague, the Attorney General, would have
satisfied even the incredulous gentlemen of
the opposition—and that their good taste and
sence of decorum would prevent their indulg-
ing in those insinuations ot corruption to
which they invariably resort when worsted in
argument ; torburing facts in sach way as to
make them bear any and every construction
they choose to put on them, arrogating the
tonc and manner of patriots and laying claim
to be the defenders of the rights of the people.
These resorts have now become stale—they
should seek some new aggressive weapon;
but I, in common with the liberal party am
inclined to believe in the homely but truth-
ful adage *“ actions speak louder than words.”*
They culogise Responsible Government ; how
long should we have waited for it in vain if it
had depended on these, its new-made sup-
porters to introduce it? Now, sir, as to the
despatch which the government in the exer-
cise of their constitutional discretion havVe
withheld. I think we shall he Rerfectly safé
if the Government of little Nova Scotia follows -
in the wake of the great Government of Eng-
land. What, then, is the course there pur-
sued? Any member of the Legislature asks
information of the Government ; if not .of a
private and confidential nature it is &t once
submitted—if it be private or involves state.
information which, in the judgment of the
government, it would be unwise or injurious
then to disclose-—they take the ' respon-
sibility of refussing it. Does the Querrist
move to compel the government to bring
down information? No! If dissatisfied he -
moves & vote of want of confidence—and the -
question then is have or have not & majority:
of the House sufficient confidence in.the gove'.
ernment to believe that in refusing the'infogs:
mation they were actuated by a.génse
—~and were acting for the:public.good. i
is the course in England-—that.is-our:)
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a strength. of the government, let them move
their ““ want of confidence’” at once.. -~

~(The Hon. Sol. General hére referred to
passages from Despatches to shew that the
Government were sincerely anxious that No-
va Beotia should be represented at Wash-
jngton.) ,

Crown Land Office.

Hon. Solicitor General—in answer to in
quiry previcusly made—laid on the table of
the House all the correspondence which had
passed beétween John Spry Morris and the
Government, relating te his removal from
the Crown Land Office.

The papers were read.

Mr. Marshall—I understood when this
change was made that it was Mr. Morris’s
desire to retire from the office—how comes it
that he left on leave of absence, and was dis-
placed before his return ?

Hon. J. W, Johnston—The very same idea
struck my mind when I heard that document
read. Mr, Morris snys—I left you on leave
of ahsence, and, to my utter astonishment, I
find that you have appointed another to my
office ; and yet, sir, up to this hour, the
House has been under the impression that
Mr. Morris desired, nay, anxiously sought to
obtain & pension and retire. It certainly be-
comes the Government to offer some expla-
nation of a discrepancy so glaring and ob»
vious.

- Hon. Solicitor General—If Mr. Morris was
not aware that his place was to be filled in
his abs=nce, how comes it that the amount
mentioned by him as the sum he was willing

to receive, corresponds exactly with that

voted him, The hon. gentlemren mistake the
matter ; Mr, Morris. does not complain that
be was displaced—but that no retiring al-
lowance had been provided for him. This
18 accounted for by the fact, that he was not
acquainted at the time that any retiring
sllowance was made him until after his letter
was written ; but, even then, he 'does not ask
to be reinstated~—or express a wish not to re-
tire, neither does he complain that he was le.
gislited out of his office.

Mr. M. L. Wilkins.—The question is qaite

clear ; an old and faithful public servant,
asks leave of benevolent Responsible Govern-
ment to visit the mother country. In his
absence Responsible Government grows hun-
gry—and seizes on his' office—without secur
ing him any provision, and, even, without
Intorming him that he had been turned out.
(laughter.)
" Mr. MeLellan~Tt is an old saying, that if
a servant is tired, and wants to leave his em-
ployment, you had better let him go at once,
for no good can be got out of him ; this he
thought, was the case with Mr, Morris.

Mr, Holmes had been very intimate with
Mr Mortis, and he could assure the house
that, when he went away, he: had: mot the
wW§kpowgw i :that: he was. to’ be de-

& of Wis offivers 1 spauns. Loon iind (g

. the day

- Colchester at. atuch Jengih.

“hind-careied-away within.¢
ved of s o ‘ w dspiversbridgess vaod :8ibroo
Hon. Attorney General was sorry to see also doné extensive ‘damage:

K frittered away in idle talk as it
been ; he had hoped the debate of the .
noon would -have-increased the Revenue:by

fox Brm . :
M '
Lidacor =
.

'£3000, unjustly detained by‘the Mining:As-

sociation. " “ ‘ ‘
" Hon. Mr. Johnston ‘asked the Governient
to lay on the table the precise day of M.
Uniacke’s appointment to the Crown Land
Office. ‘ -
The discussion ceaged.. o .

Hon, Mr. Fulton reported from the Com-

mittee on Public Printing. o
Hon. Pro. Secretary reported from’ the

Committee on Sick Indians. o

The House adjourned.
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WebNEsDAY, March 17, 1865,
Special Road Service, '

Mr. Thomas Coffin moved a call of the hoyse
for the purpose of testing hie motion te divide
the £3,000 vote for special services, the same bs

the other road grants were divided,

[While the messengers were out it was foiihd
that the report of the Committee on the 'subject
was missing. It had been taken from the table.]

Mr. M. I, Wilkins—A case of assassinationt—
(Lauvghter.) - e
Mr. Zwicker supported the report of the Coin.
mittee. ‘ e
Mr. Wier considered the Committee stood in
a proud position as to this report—the ‘vpposition
to it proved this; becawse members round seémed .
1o suppose that every county was to 'get & firoe -
portionate part, instead of the'same being appor-
tioned for special servicer. . o ‘

Mr. Wade did net thtuk the hon. mémber
stood in a very high position; for during ihia
and the preceding yeur there had been L6000
voted lor these serviges, and out of that the cenn-
ty of Digby got only £125. It was gross ihjas-
tice to a conuty as well entitled to special giaiits
as other counties, R &‘

Mr. Wies—=The reason why I did not congent
to uny grant to Digby was, that I did not con.
ceive there was an application from that coudty
that was entitled to a single penny. . .

Mr Comeau seconded the inotion to threw, out
the report. o . :

The motion was negatived 27 to 16, and the
report was adopted. o

Hon. Financial Secretary said that he had'le-
marked upou this 1eport last night thit the cogn-
ty of Colchester had not been done justige fo;
and he now begged leave tu move. thaf oit of §ie

rdy

£674 23, 9., drawn for road eesunliies’in (Hat
county last year, only £474 2¢. 9d, be ‘Taked ou
of the Road Grant.” (I'his was equivaleht'o a
vote to Colchester of £200.)  ° .0
Mr, Avchibald set forth the daeculiar‘ claims of
‘He considered-the
pre=ent position of that county entitled it to;the
benefit of the resolution before. the house; -,.:He
sheuld have..been sorry .to ask any. special.oons
sideration, if his case did not, fuily. entitlé-himito. -
Tk

@
S,

it, but’ when:the -hovaewae : infp«ggtgaé%
the risé of the-legislature last spring; ¢ %@ B

the county:n
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bridges, they could appreciate the extent of the
calamity to which that county had been subject,
Many of their bridges were on leading post roads,
or-thoroughfares of the county, and the travelling
'was obstructed to a large extent.  Under these
circumstances it became necessary to meet the
emergency; and expenditures to a very large
amount had been necessarily incurred.  Already
about £1,400 had been expended in restoring the
Lridges, and the members felt this loss press
most heavily upon the road monies of the coun-
ty. But therun of £1,400 represented only
part of the loss; the fieshets which had swept
away bridges had not left the roads uninjured,
and Yarge repairs were this year required, which,
without the loss of bridges, would have pressed
heavily en the members of the county.  Under
these circumstances, he felt that if ever a case
could be made out for a special indulgence this
was (ne, and he trusted to the sense of justice
which must be f2lt all round the honse to sustain
the resolntion,

Mr. Holmes—I passed through Colchester last
spring, and found only one bridge carried away
—that over Salmon River; while, when I got in
Pictou county, I fuund one carried away which
cost £500.

Mr. Fulton and Mr. Marshall supported the
resolution.

Mr. Whitman did sot see why Colichester and
other counties east shouid receive more consider-
ation than Annapolis, and other western counties.

Hon. Mr. Johnston was always serry to oppose
a special grant for a sufficient purpose; but he
had to complain that Colchester was always more
favorably dealt with than other counties with
equal claime, See how it stands,

Colchester receives out of the Road

Grants £2892
Annapolis but 2315
Leaving a balance of £687

within a small sum of £600 over Annapolis. The
county of Annapolis bad undergone great injury
to its roads from freshets; and he at this moment
held in his hand a demand for the last instalment
of £300 which he had to borrow from a gentle-
man for special casualties in that county. 1fa
specinl case were made out he would vote tor it;
but surely this motion was hardly fair to the coun-
ty ot Annapolis.

Mr. Archibald agreed that as Annapolis was a
distant county, its roads wete not so much travel-
led over as those of Colchester, which lay in the
heart of the Province, and all the people of east-
ern counties, and New Brunswick, travelled over
them to Halifax.

Mr. Whitman—There are attractions in An-
napelis as well as in Halifax: and its roads are
travelled over by the people of Hants and King’s
~—very often with heavy loads that cut up the
roads.

Mr. Kallam thought the county of Colchester
had got its fair share; aud this motion only
showed that his resolution, early in the session
for £60,000 for roads and bridges, should have
paseed. He did not see how the hon. membhe.:
for Colchester could move this, after the declara-
tion he had made that not a farthing more thaa
£45,000 could be granted.  Another thing he
saw on reference to the books in the hon. Finan-
cial Secretary’s Office, that there was £300 road
money for his county still undrawn in the Trea-
oury.  (Laughter.).
' Hon. Financial Secretary explained about the
£800 that remained in the Treasury for work
partly dome and partly in prospeet—that the

£260 now moved would only bring the vote for
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Colchester up to its proportion in comparison
with Annapolis last year. The reason why Col-
chester was worso off then other counties, was
that the main post road skirted along the shore
by the mouths of large Rivers, the Bridges of
which were carried away by Freshets. :

Mr. Holmes hoped that £200 for Picton would
be added to this.

Hon. Attorney General.—If the House think
there is a case made out under the extraordinary
circumstances that the calamities in Colchester
in the destruction of Bridges amounted to £1,-
400—he was content to vote for it, but he would
stop here.

Mr. Wilkins.—Suppose we can make out as
good o ease 1

Mr. Holmes was not prepared to show a case
now, but would be prepared to do go in the
morning.

Mr. Locke.—A motion of this kind last year
resulted in the voting of £100 for each county.
We may as well come to it at once—and make
it £200.

Dr. Brown.—A very good idea—I move that,

Mr. Holmes.—I second it.

Mr. Archibald would ratber forego his own
elaim than assent to this motion. ‘

Mr. Aanand.—Much as I would like to vote
for the grant to my hon. and learned friend,
lel weuld vote against it rather than assent to

is,

Hon. Attorney General.—The financial re.
sources of the country will not warrant it—do
you want to borrow moncy ?

Hon. J. W. Johnston.—I will cheerfully
vote for this amendment—£3,600 for this useful
service will not be felt in the present presperity
of the country.

Hon. Attorney Cteneral maintained that after
tho handsome vote that had been given for
roads, £45,000, the largest that ever had been
given in this country, it would be great extra-
vagance and imprudence to add another £3,600
to that service, after the Province had entered
into large public works involving an expenditure
of £200,000—it would not be much to the cre-
dit of this Legislature to extend the Road
Grants. It would embarrass the government,
and he did hope the majority would oppose this
motion.

Mr. Whitman.—I don’t understand that argu-
ment. 1 never supposed the revenues of this
country were to be taken for the Railroad ; the
interest of the money only we are to pay. The
money is to be borrowed.

Doctor Brown said that it appeared that Col.
chester with about the same populationas Kings,
had already road grants amounting to £2,642,

while Kings had only £2,200, s difference of g
£440; therc was the same or a greater difference
between Colchester and Annapolis, while the H
population of all three counties was nearly the §
same. IHe did not think Colehester had made §
out @ case such as to justify a further grant of §

£200. The fairest mode was to give each

county £200—ther nobody would complain.— §

Ile wanted that sum to assist it repairing the

great Cornwallis bridge and making it free.
The House divided on the motion as follows :
‘For the motjon—Creighton, Thorne, Marshali,

Jost, J. Munro, Bent, More, Whitman, Zwick-

er, J. Coffin, Ryder, Murray, Comesn, Beckwith
Cowie, Holmes, Johnston, Brown, Wilkins; Kil-
lam, T. Coffin, Borneuf.—22, 5

’:@EJ 3

Agpinst the motion—Young, Wade, MoKin- §
non, Chipman, Fuller, McLellan, -MartelljiKul- P

ton, Dimock, Annand, Prov. Secretary, A

A
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General, Shaw, Fin.' Socretary, Archibald, J. -
Campbejl, Wier, Sol, General, Mosher,. Me-
Queen, Hsson, Locke, P" Smyth, B. _,s"},;it —2¢

' Mr. Archibald—After: this. expresgion of the
house against exceptional votes, I ‘hope my hon. .
friend will withdraw his resoluttion.

Hon. Fin. Secretary.—1I am willing,

The Speaker—You cannot withdraw it except
by unanimous consent. : .

Mr. ‘Whitmen—Several
vote on it.

Hon'. ‘Attorney General—Then I move in
amendment that the house go into Committee
on the order of the day.- ¢

This motion passed—and the order of $he day
was the debate on Mines and Minerals.

Mr. MeLellan said—Mr. Speaker~—If the peo-
plein the country knew how often members
have to vote against friends—to censure the
conduct of individuals townards whom they can
have nothing but good feelings, and to speak on
subjects we' often feel unable to do Jjustide to, we
should hear less about the pleasant time mem-
bers have when in session. We are told that the
common feeling against having our mines and
minerals granted away for so long a time should
not be chargeable on the Compsny - who obtain-
ed them as a matter of bargain. . How often do
we allow bargains to' pass because we know
there will be hard feelings against the purcha-
ser. Had the Company been content with the
Duke's 1ease,. the feelings of the community
against them would not have been so strong;
under that lease they could not hold a grinding
monopoly over the ‘people of Nova Scotin—
could not tax them five shillings a chaldron on
their own cval.  But they tensed the British
Government until they got all-~were enabled to
make us pay the rent by inoreasing the pries of'
ooal.  Under these circumstances the Company
ought to have been satisfied without resorting
to quibbles and catches. In. 1826, all the mines
and minerals of Nova Scoria were handed over
to the Duke of York for 60 years, ate rent of
10s., and one shilling stg. per ton of 2,640 lhs.,
as Royalty, excopt some few free grants, and
the coal mines then opened in Pictou and Cape
Broton. It is often said it was well for ug that
these mines were opened, otherwise all “would
bave passed away from us; but ‘supposing the
whole had been. alienated from us under that
lease—calculating'the Winchester chaldron at
31 ewt,, or 3,472 pounds, at a shilling a ton, we
would have bad £13,228. Royalty on the coal
raised in 1854, whereas the Company were will.
ing to pay only £8,332. By having the mines
reserved, therefore, we have lost £4,895, and af-
ter we are paid for the elack coal, our loss for
this year will be nearly £4,000. I ask then, if,
after we have been’ jotkeyed out of our mines,
we should give up one farthing of what we are
entitled to as thé proceeds from ‘them? The
first dodge resorted to- by the Compnny was in
January, 1828, when they petitioned for the re-
served mines, and offered '£3,000 8 year, and
two shillings per chaldron, royalty, for all over
20,000 chaldrons sold in Novs Seotia and. Cape
Breton, Newcastle meagure.  This offer having
been made in England was, sterling—equal to
£3,750, gurrency,and 2s. 6d, royaity. . This of-
fer was demurred to, and not accepted by the
British Government .Then édme’dddge number
bho. In‘June followitig, they irorensed their
oﬁfexjﬁf,b'“ﬁ;?xo  for rent) and' 28.¥oyalty, and ‘abi¢

P foyalby—ifol 1 ofiftensy;: biit< tidrely -

ted o in Ot vanoyywhle

gentlemen wish to
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been £4,125 rent, and 2s. 8d. .royalty. Not-
Withstanding thego.offers, in 1839, Sir G Ige
Murray - informéd’ us that the ront ‘wad to ‘be’

£3,333 65, 8d , ourterioy, aud 2s, per; ohaldiod.
royalty, for all over 20,000 chaldfons—ng me -

tion being made asto whether ‘the ‘chaldrons’
were to be dotble or single, or whether the Yoy« )
alty was to be in sterling. Both of these points: ;
however, were taken against the fr’oéiﬁce? ats
loss of from £3,000 to £5,000 atinually, " The,
third dodgo was to try begging, and a Jarge,
sum was given them at our expensé—they were
allowed to tax us for coals, but ‘were relieved
from paying royalty on their slack coaly, Their
fourth dodge is to saddle us with the expense of ,
a Chancery suit thoy have with the 'Creditora,
of the Duke of York; and with. which. tlie peo-
ple of Nova Scotia have as much to do 88 hats”
the man in the moon. (Laughter.) Your ten:
ant sells his lease to another—they differ, ‘and
.get into law; it would seem most unreasonable
to put the expenses on the landlord; yet this is
done—the expenses snugly shifted, over to poor, .
good-natured blue-nose, ut the rite of. £600 a
Year fcr 40 years; which will amount to £80,000
including interest—a pretty heavy saddle in.
deed ! In June, 1843, 1t is stated in ‘s minute
of Council that £3,000 sterling was to be the
rent, und 2s., currency, per Newoastle chaldron,
for all coal raised over 26,000 chaldrons " (not .
20,000 a3 formerly, but 6,000 chaldrous are add-.
ed for the suit in Chancery.) Now, as we have }
been sadaled with the expenses of this law-suit,
the Company must take the bitter with the
sweet. They aro entitled to pay for all opal
raised, even that which is used in their own.en-.
gines, for raising and conveying to'the landin )
which was exempted in the Duke of York’s .
lease. Thejr fifth dodge is their contending that ‘
by leasing the reserved mines, we loge all claim
to the shilling a ton for coal raised boyond the
reserved uines—in proof of which they, atate ,
that we have allowed the accounts to ran toge- .
ther, and have received. payment under, (he re-
served mines agreement. Such. attempts, to
shuffle off & just. clain of the Proyince are con-
temptible. The hon. and learned Attorney, Ge.. .
neral, while in England last summer; opposed
this dodge so ably and manfully, that he well
deserves the thanks of this house and. of /the
country. He appears to have givén *$0mé of- '
fence, however, for he is told his plea is™ndis. -
chievous and'inconvenient. - Whén ‘boys ‘are
caught taking apples that don’t belong-ito tham®"
no doubt they think ‘it & very indonvenient -
thing. (Laughter.) The best possible::proof:.
tnat the claim ‘under the Duke’s lease.wag. not«
given up, is, that the suw taken.wag.go much ;.
less than the Company offered to give in full-for
all coals gn1d in Nova Scotia and Cape Breton,
If it were not so, why the demur by the British
Government, and why did they take d gmaller
sum for rent, unless it was that they. refused to.
ive up the ohe ‘éhilligg“f)ei“tbn”gﬂdér “the
ke’ leago—eightpence only being'the:charge”
under the ‘agreement for the reserved mires. -

i

Not a single line ‘or- seniterce, in‘any mituts of =

Council' or desyateh from any Oolonist-Sespétas' i -

ry; can be! found, to show that our dlaims, under -

. the' Duke’s lease, were given-up, »The Cathpany: > -

offered t9. purchase, b\lﬁ‘“;d?ﬂld',nofrg-ﬁhéyg\hﬁ,?é}pgﬁ
therefore, mut o single thread. to.hang. theix, .

claim,on. , Their sixth dodge,is; donceainent,
The hon. and learn o, #nd;,
meinber f :
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wminds,me of thie beginning of this small coal af-
fair.  This house never acknowledged the vali-
dity of the Duke of York’s leage; and in the
tine of the Johnston administration, as it is
called, & resoltition passed the house to take the
opinion of lawyers in England. The hon. and
léarned- member from Annapelis, as Attorney
General, and the hon, Mr. Dodd, as Solicitor
Greneral, receiving the pay of the Province,
were' considered the most suitable persons to
statb the cage; but objections were made to
them, as it was said they were also under the
pay of the Company. This .43 not denied by
them, and as I had lived long enough in the
world to learn that men did not act without
s0md mrotive—that men' were not kept in pay
fér nothing, I formed a determination to exanm-
ina this coal mine affair thoroughly. Sowme
time afterwards, when in the country. I took
up the journals for this purpose, and soon found
that in their eagerness to saddle the Province
with & law-suit, the company had oharged £300
8ix months before they had liberty; and that
they had been paying £400 short ront ever
since 1845. But I could find no accounts of the
small coal in any journal I had, and at last dis-
covered them in the Council journals, for the
year in'which no royalty was paid by the Com-
:pans, 1 then wrote to the Government, and in
eonsequence thereof a demand was made on the
agent; a large sum was paid, and a much Jarger
sum refused, under the plea that the Company
held Sy» Rupert D. George’s receipts. Tinally,
the Government agreed to take a certnin sum to
a certain date, ag has been stated, leaving it to
the legislature to relieve them in future from
payment on slack coal if they should think fit.
They now attempt to make this memorandum
mean that the three branches of the legislature
must pass an act requiring payment. Mr. Cu-
nard, in his letter, admits the riglit of the Com-
pany to pay, but says that as the Company ask
nothing em plaister raised and sold by the peo-
ple, the 1yovince should not charge them royal-.
ty-on siack coal. But by their own agreement
they are bovnd to pay.

Mr. McNab has not attempted to reljeve
them further than to December, 1849 ; nor
could 'he, miore than any individual in the
Province. Nothing short of an act of the
three branchies of the Legislature couild re-
lieve them-—go that the very contrary of their
argument is.the fuct. I thought the settle-
ment on- vhe part of the Province in 1849
wag tooeasy, treated as we have been from the
first to. last; and' I gave myself ne further
trouble aboutit. Never dreaming that, after
£8,000 or £10,000 had been relinquished on
acevunt of receipts given in a mistake, (but
which were valueless, properly speaking,)
There would be further short-comings. This,
howéver, has been managed by the agents
handing in. two accounts, The large one
under oath-where no money was to be paid
and another minus the slack coal, thus con-
cealing the trueaccount from the Receiver
General, so that it was thought to have been.
paid, and was so reported by the Committee
o Pablic Accountsrin 1862 Whiley there:
fore; -the present Government isa little to
blame, the' Johnston Administration were
much more culpable. The' account dould not
haye bdet concealed——nor 'the déspatones: re-
1ating t6 other irregularities.” 'The Johnston
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Governfrient minst, °therefore}: have' dofe
wrong with their eyes- open ; so that tHe
model government and model accounts whioh
the hon, member for" Annapolis and hiy' prés§
took so much time to praise, turned out to'be
no model at all. Outsids of the platter all
was fair, inside all foul! Had the Johnsohian
Government done its duty, I would not have
had the trouble of looking up old musty jour-
nals. The present government and this
House would have been saved a good deal of
time, and the Province chest would have been:
in a better condition. Our natural birth
right as Englishmen has been swept away
from us, except a small pittance’; and all
sorts of shuffling, manceuvring, quirking;
begging, trifling and catch-taking, have beew
resorted to, for the purpose of deprivinguy
of our rights. I am sorry to say these ef-
forts have been too auccessful. Our coal
fields are closed to us except pretty much
where the Ccmpany choose, When they
chose, and how they chose. So close and
deadening is this monopoly that I might
fairly exp:ct no Nova Scotian would advoecate
the course pursued by the Company. I was
proud of the hon. and learned gentleman for
Pictou when he voted to reduce costs evident-
ly agaivst his own interest on the New Prac-
tice Bill, but I am not proud of him in view-
ing the'eouirse he is pursuing on this matter,
He tells us it is a custormary thing in Eng-
land to charge no royalty. Where thre is
no agreement, custom ought to be considered ;
but here is an agreement, and custom has
nothing to do with it, He tells'us the Com-
pany has got our receipt ; but how was it
obtained ? Was it not on an account pre.
tending to set forth oll the coal sold? And:
are not receipts obtained under filse pretences:
valueless? I would like to ask the hon. and
learned gentleman what he would think of &’
countryman who would come into town and

Rt

present two accounts for one sérviee—the.

larger one to be sworn to, the smaller one to:
pay money.on, and the difference of payment
between the two some £700 or £800? The:
hon. and learned gentleman advises us to:
give up one third of .our claim ; but we have
given up so much:already that it is certainly:
their turn now. Let ussee what they will
give up, He tells us we are under gréat'
obligations to this Company—that'many per.
sons hive heen made rich by their operitions.’
0, sir, we are thankful for being put under &’
sort- of bandage, grievous to be borne, for
small favors, indeed ! Gentlemen may try to.
smothe over this matter, but:the .opinions of,
the country on it are too well sknown. It re..
quires strong resolutions on my part to:
speak of it in moderation ; but I would rather:
see the mines closed forever; than be shufflsd:
and wheedled about as w&have been, Ido°
not say that we ought to" close the mines-;:
but we ought to putsue a wiser decisive courgs’

with the company. All paginents and cone

ditions mentioned in”the Duike of, York’s
~lease are binding on,them.  This- requires:

that returns shall be- made af..certain

p@a,;pemnliempw

/in the works, and that payments shall’ b
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of failure of . payment for 21-days after, the
! ?& to be £?‘Wa§d voik 'As ﬁgt}xer”re"mrn
nor payments have been made agreeably to
the lehse, we may fairly say to the Company
—clear-out with' your acconnts and law-suits
and leave what you ought never to have had
anything to do with !

If thig be not done, you should require the
Company to fulfil their Treasury minute of
1864, as regards slack coal raised, (not sold,)
which will amount to £6000 instead of £3000
since the arrangement with Mr. McNab.
Again, sir, we ought to appoint competent
persons to see to the measurement of all
coals raised, If the statement of my hon.
and learned colleague be correct, there is an
error in the measurement to vessels; and
this opinicn is confirmed by the fact that car-
goes gold in the United States overrun about
one third of the measurement at the mines.
One vessel took in 848 chaldrons, which turn-
ed out 466 in Boston, and left about 2 chal-
drons for ships’ use. This is almost the aver-
age difference of all cargoes shipped, so that
the province loses almost one third of its just
and proper revenue. Let the company be
called to make up the deficiency in their re-
turng since 1828, This deficiency will form
a sum which is well worth while looking after.
It ig well understood what the Pictou mea.
gure will turn out in the United States-—the
calculation is there made accordingly ; and
it is therefore of no eonsequence to sellers or
buyers for the American market, whether
the measure be too small ar too large—not
80, however, in paying royalty, or dues to
the creditors of the Duke of York. The ad-

" vocates of this Company tell us that a sharper

look out should have been kept between the
Provincial Secretary’s and Receiver General’s
Offices. If that be true, we should go to the
fountain head, and insist on an inspector over
the mines. We gave our fisheries away to
obtain liberty to send certain articles to the
United States duty free—coal ameunting to
about one half our export ; therefore half our
fisheries have been given away to benefit the
coal trade and the Mining Company. Have
we a right to make such a sacrifice for them ?
Certainly not! We, therefore, ought to
ask them to return what we have paid for
them by laying an export duty on coal equal
to what they had to pay formerly. It will be
as eagy for the Company to pay here as in
.the United States market; and my hon. and
learned colleague estimates the amount at
£380,000—no trifling sum to aid wus in inter-
nal improvements dénd in fostering our native
industry. ‘
Hon. J. W. Johnston delivered an ela-
borate argument on the suhject, which we
endeavour to condense into practicable
limits. He heped the members of the
House would examine the pesition they
occupied on the question and the evidence
to be adduced upon it, The movers of
$hix: restlntion wee

]
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people and ‘theziffore the ‘mefm.bers of it
were acting ip the capacity of parties in
the cas?,ng udges, und wi neggeps;?-'r " 'The
speech we have just heard, sir, was so fall
of extraordmaxY statements and exaggera-
ticns that I will not attempt to reply to it;
I can only regret that any gentleman in
this House should feel it to comport with
his public duty to charge gentlemen who
have brought capital to this country and
expended it with double-dealing ‘and shuf-
fling. This language is perfectly harniless
here, because we know the source from
which it emanated ; but it is quite differ-
ent when it finds its way abroad. I'dp
not belisve that speech will find an en-
dorsement by any man in this cguntry.
It is a subject on which gentlemen are not
now at liberty to exercise prejudice or
prepossessions. We are tied down to a
particular question. 'We have got before
us a claim of the Province to £3,000 or
£4,000, which I;ou. want the Association
to pay into the Province Chest on a 'cer-
tain ground. We have nothing to do
with the frequent cry of ¢ monopoly,”
and such considerations ought not t6' min-
gle in this debate. The Attorney General
has moved resolutions on the broad ques-
tion which will no doubt receive full eon-
tideration at an early day. We havea
simple question before us—I shall ‘endeg-
vor to treat it as & Nova Scotidn i and T
do not think that any man ought o be
ashamed to do justice to partic against
whom (Frejudices and injustice séem to be
arrayed. Now, supposo the Association
were strictly entitled to ,pg%athek sarie
royalty on slack as on screened coals—ig
there nothing in the equities of the e
affecting the difference between such ¢ag]?
The resolution on the table hardly toush-
es that ; and let me inform the House that
fiftéen per cent. of the falue of slack coals
is lost in bringing it to the surface of the
mines. Another fifteen per cent. is lost
in sifting it at the surface, and the large
coal is then sold at 18s. 9d. per ‘chaldron,
while the slack coal only brings five shil-
lings per chaldron, 'The latter article has
not been consumed much until laté years ;
but if the demand for it incresses, the
large proportionate tax now sought to be
levied om it will fall very heavily on our
own people. Itis a matter ‘of Tegret to
me, sir, that the committee have o equal-
ly divided on the Report—as much so tliat
could not concur with the majority who
have put some'facts forward prominently,
and are entirely silent on others, The
mines and minerals, heretoforeé reserved
to the Crown, were surrendered to'this
Provinee in exchange for the €ivil:List on
the 29th" of June, 1847, The Piovirice
L‘a;é b »:1‘ e «évgl 1 B‘Otﬂ,:’;td “l yr}pf
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to the’ Hon. Attorney General, as a pro-
fessional man, whether, in the case of land-

lord and tenant, under such a transfer, the
right of the tenant would not be respect-
. O ‘

Hon. Attorney General.—I do not dis-
pute that:
Hon, J. W. Johnston.—I knew you
could not ; and yet, strange to say, the
Government of Nova Scotia, onassuming
the propiiétorship of the Mines in 1847,
actually laid claim to certain arrears
which “were ahandoned by the British
Government between 1834 and 1840.
This demand was {>r £5000 or £6000 on
Slack Coals, and other items. all of which
were covered by reecipts held by the
Company. = While the matter stood
thus, Mr. Howe, as Provincial Secretary,
on the 3d of December, 1849, addressed &
letter to Mr. Cunard claiming thesesums.
. That gentleman replied arguing that he
was not entitled to pay. It cannot be
said that Mr. Cunard tried to elude the
payment of this meney, hecause every year
the Royalty was paid on Lists expressing
what wae large and what portion was
glack coal ; and up to 1849, with the
knowledge and acquiescence of the Impe-
rial Government, no duty whatever was
paid on slack coul. Such payment never
was ‘exacted—reccipts were given in full.
Up to that time, therefore, Mr. Cupurd
had no right to pay anything ; but yet
he compromised the matter and did make
a payment ; 80 that instead of the Pro-
vince being ¢ soft,”’ as some gentlemen
“say—Mr. Cunard was ¢ soft”’ in paying
‘when he bad no right to do go. Ilgave
said that the demand was made in Decem-
ber, 1849. In that sare month a negoci-
ation was opened, and on the 31st of
December the whole matter was settled by
a compromise, on which Mr, Cunard paid
money; and took a receipt. On that oo-
casion it was agrecd between the parties on
behalf of the Province and the Association
that nc royalty should be paid on slack
coals until the Legislature should exact it.
It may be said—what right s the Cem-
pany, to ask the question whother they
should puy on the slack or not—have the
Legislature not rights under the Lease?
Certainly you have ; but you have placed
the matter in nudibus by your own act.
After the agreement entered into with Mr.
McNab, in writing, and ip express terms,
- you have allowed your dutics to slumber
from January 1850—and s on through
1851, 1852, 1853, and 1854, On the 15th
of Jgnnary, Mr, McNab signs this receipt
~{n full, and I sont to Mr, Boggs to obtain
- these papers,
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The Officer signing these, receipts -could
not have been ignorant  that royalty con
slack coul was notincluded in them. ~The
same sort of & receipt was s}gned in 1851z
In the spring of 1850, the House appoin-
ted a Committee ag usual on Mines and
Minerals. On the 25th of March, Mr.
Goorge R. Young, as Chairman of that
Committeé reported. That report has
some reference to slack coal; but it was
not adopted by the House. Mr. McNab,
then, certainly knew that in the Session
of 1850 there was noaction of the Legisla-
ture—nay, not even of this House, and
therefore he very properly signed the
receipt for that year in Junuary, 1851.
The receipts were identically the same,
ltwould be absurd to suppose that Mr.Cu-
nard, with the shrewdness that is imputed
to him, would pay royalty on Coals when
he was not entitled to -~he would not be
acting truly for his own interests or the
interests of the Company, if hedid so. In
1852, Mr. McNab signed a similar receipt,
and it is folly to suppose that he would
have thought Mr. Cunard would, have
paid the Royalty on Slack Coals after the
express agreement that he should not pay
until the Legislature enforced it. The
Association had no right to pay what Mr.
Mc¢Nab, acting for the government, had
agreed they should not pay. The Associa-
tiondid not charge this’ Royalty on'the
sale of the coals—ought we now to exact
it under such a circumstahce! A good
deal has been said about the meaning of
the word Legislature, and about notice to
the Association. Ido xct think it ’ri%h’t
to infer notice where nutice ought glegally
and fairly Dbe given, and if the govern-
ment were bound to give notize, as they
weore under their own agreement, that
notice should be formal and direct. Ina
Court of Law, no inferential notice would
be allowed—a positive and direct: notice
would be insisted on. [t is said the
Asgociation must‘have known the resolu-
tion of the House. Woild such a-doe-
trine he tolerated in a privats matter
between man and man? Then again it is
a very forced construction to say that the
Legislature means this House—not the
Council. The whole coriespondence
speaks of the Legislature. . Mr. Cunard
speaks of the Legisliture, and My. Howe
speaks of the Legislature. R
(Hon. Mr. Johuston quoted exjracts.) .
Whenl sawthis expression first I was quite
surprised thst any ene should putiupon it
different construotion from both, branohes,

What renson Wasithare that |
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myself within the striet question before the
House. " Inideed, I am surprised that so much
wartth should have b en evinced on this
simple ‘Subject,” and a respectable body of
men denounced as intriguers, tricksters, pet-
tifoggers, and a desire imputed to wrong the
Province They have acted strictly accord-
ing to their agreement. In 1851 the House
passed o regglution, but it was not brought
to the notice of the Agssociation. In 1852, it
duty should have been paid for 1851, why
did not this House insist on it again? A
Committee reported under a misapprehension.
In 1853, the House did nothing. In 1854,
nothing was done. Just look, then, on the
conduct of this House in the matter, and ask,
whether in face of an’ existing contract on
behalf of the Government, this House, with-
out its own action, can, by a misconstruction
of language,claim alarge sum of money now,
for years gone bye. Perhaps I look at this
matter in too legal & light, but that is, sir,
because I'look at it strictly as a matter of
contract. It may be said that the Associa-
ton have derived great benefit from this Pro-
vince ; but, sir, Ican assure you they have
expended vast sums of money without any
adequate return—they have expended two
millions in their works, and their annual ex.
penditure iswery great ; and I think it would
be for their interest to leave the Pruvince
altogether, as it was certanly their intorest
never to ‘have engaged in sinking mines at
8¢ vast expense, when they might have done
over the country, and taken off the suriae
couls at trifling expenses. .

(It being too Jate to divide this evening
the House adjourned.)
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Maine Law,

The Maine Liquor Law Bill was taken
up. o .
Hon J. 'W. Johnston moved that
Clause of the Bill be amended by insert-
ing the words “‘Fermented-intoxicating”’
ingtead of “*formented and intoxicating."?
Hon Soviciror General, 1 recollect, to
have heard a story of a Dutech Justico—
before whom several parties were taken
one morning charged with drunkennesy—
when the following colloquy ensued.  Jus-
tice—to the first—¢ what did you get drunk
on!” Wine. Den I fines yon $10. ¢fand
you!” On Brandy. ¢1° fines you $5.
“and yru?’ On Punch! ¢ Den I fines
younoting for I gets drunk on Punch
myself.”” (laughter) so the Hon and learn-
ed member for Annapolis would fine all
the unfortunates who got drunk except
th%?[e'overcome by cider. (laughter.)

r,
wora onows opened persons would not know
- Wwhepe 40 gtop—sand that ‘it wonld ‘afford
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Cider was not deleterious and if its manu.
facture were prevented much loss would
ensue to a large class of the farming popu-
lation. - : ] o
'The Hon. Speaker had been perfectly
sincere in his advocacy cf the Law; he be-
lieved stringent means were required for
the suppression of vice, and would not de-
viate an iota from the strict letter of the
Bill which was a reflex of the sentiments
entertainened by all temperance men; he
would therefore move ¢“that Cider be pro-
hibited by name.’’ R

Hon. Att. Gen. would not interfere with
the Bill; he had no desire to cripple or
emasculate it, nay more, now that it had
passed the House it should have the best
aid of the Government to make it effective.
If, however, the friends of the Bill desired
to amend it he should offer no opposition
to their wishes—but he tho'u%bti the Bill
being the result of long and well consider-
ed deliberation on the part of Temperance
men should not be departed from except
for reasons cogent and convincing.

Hon. Mr. f)hnstoh was astonished at
the speech of the hon.and learned speakér
and surprised that he should have reen fit
to cast discredit on the advocates of this
Bill. The hon. Speaker’s imputations
were utterly unfounded, the words of-the
law as amended would prohibit ail fermen-
ted intoxicating liquors from being either
imported or manufactured; and if, as hon.
gentlemen asserted Cider was intoxicating
it would come within the' wording of the
Law. To deal in specific prohibitions was
impossible; throughout generic terms were
used embracing all luids of an intoxicat-
ing nature and therefore even if possible'it
was 1ot necessary to name any ' particular
articles. S

Mr. M. I. Wilkins.~Cider is a hi hly
intoxicating liquor; and cun be ‘mm‘ﬁ as
strong, as Champagne. : o

Hon. Solicitor Gencral. The friends of
the Bill plainly asserted their intention of
prohibiting the manufacture of intoxica
ting liquors, of all kinds; it was admittea
that Cider was intoxicating and in ordér
to the maintenance of their own consistne;
it should be dealt with as all other liqtiors.

Mr. Marshall thought about as Hiudh
Alcholol could be extracted from Cidek 4s
argument from the Hon. Solicitor Gétier-
al’s Speech (Laughter.) =

The Hon. Spgaker. 1t must beé admit-
ted ; because o divorsity of opinionsith.
sits among members as to the natuie-of
Cider—that the ¢lause as modified by the
Hon.'and learnéd member for Annapolis
m;lg be cqnftrued in two different odey ;
under  thav. ‘linse the {mportationand
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eharge for & violation of the law may be
preferred; the amendment I propose will
4t least remove all possibility of miscon-
struction~—and, in my view should not be
opposed by any friend to Temperance.

: ﬁo’n. Attorney General—according to
the views propounded by some temperance
men hundreds and thousands of barrels of
Cider may be landed on a wharf; it cannot
be touched on Tuesday, on Wednesday it
has become frozen and is liable to seisure—
and the propriety or imprproiety of the
geisure would have to be decided by the
Court.

Mr. Archibald—I alwaws helieved
that Cider was intoxicating—and if
misapprehension or misconstruction be
likely to arise cider should be prohibited
by name.

Mr. Shaw—would not on any account
advocate anything that would be appear to
the least miseonstruction or misconception;
but be had always belicved that Cider in
its purc state wus not intoxicating and he
gtill continued under that impression.—
The passage of the Iaw will devolvenew
responsibilities on its friends. We fear
that some have flattered themselves that
their work will be done when the law re-
ceives the Executive signature. No mis-
take could be more radical in itself, or
more serious in its consequences than this.
The law will not embody the principle of
gelf inforcements and whether it shall be &
blessing or a curse to us, must depend in
a great degrec upon the exertions of its
friends to sustain it. :

I¥e need it, not to secure a respite from
toil, but 48 a mere efficient instrumentali-
ty with which to work, than we have hi-
therto possessed. If the labors of tem-
perance men are needed to obtain it, they
will be needed in gtill more ab-indant mea-
gure to give iteffect. In fact, to relax our
efforts nogv, would be to blast our bright-
est hopes in the very hour of their frui-
tion.

The house adjourned for an hour.

On resuming—

The Hon. Speaker gave notice of his
intention to renew the motion made by
him in the morning. .

"Mr. Beckwith did not think that Cider
~ of itself wasintoxicating—but it could he

imported and mixed up with Aleoholie

Liquors and for this reason he should vote

that it be prohibited.

'TJon. Solicitor Geenral—I congratulate
. Temperance men on the position of their
advocates in this house, reduced as the
_are to the extremity of stultifying their
own action and ‘abandoning their own
gxpressed opinions. - :
on, Mr, Johnston--gnd I on my: part

. pangratviate the friends of Temperadae on
B AR born senleand mﬂﬁmm&s e
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love of the hon. Solicitor General and"his
friends for principles which only.8 a’ég.ﬂﬂ
hours ago they struggled agains with all
their might. (Laughter.)”™ =~ =~ .

The Hon. Speaker said the Legislation
of an Assembly to be effective must-be
imfa.rtial, just and general. It is admit-
ted all round the House—that the clause
ag it stands is ambignous and doubtful;
there is not freedom but a mierable sla-
very inany country where thelaw is ambi-
gious, unknown, can be construed in diffe-
rent ways or has a different qperation
upon different clesses. Therefore, Sir,
whule T say to Mr. Keith, whose distillery
is in Halifax; you must not longer continug
the manufacture of that which is univer-
sally believed to be deliterious, my sense of
justice presents me from germitting the
maaufacture of a liquid producing similar
results by hundreds, nay, thousands ‘of
barrals ; in my view these manufactories
should be closed also. I do not entertain
tha opinion that the friends of this meéa-
sure would be willing that this law should
go forth to the couniry in any doubtfiy]
garb. No Sir, we desire thut it should
speak our views in no equivocal voicer
that it should contain and evinee the feelis
animating those whose desires arg that it
may be matured and perfected. That
this may be effected 1shall vote that Cider
be prohibited explicitly, by name—then all
possibility of its importation manufacture
or sale will be dstroyed.

Hon. Attorney General. If the clauss
prohibits the importation manufacture or
sale of Cider—w 1y opposaits exclusion by
name ; if not surely to carry out the.views
of Temperance men ? ‘

Hon.J. W.dJohnston, I have explain-
ed 8o often the views I entertain that it is
scarcely necessaryto reiterate them. Under
the terms—fermented intoxicating. liquor
the importation, manafacture, axnd sale of
Cider is excluded if it be intoxicating—if
it be not intoxicating no necegsity for its
execlusion exists. ¢

Mr. Archibald, but the Hon. and
learned member for Annapolis must re-
member that Cider may be made intoxi-
cating—does he desire that a door should
be opened for the use of this intoxicating
article? I do not believe he does. It
would be absurd to suppose that it should
be left to the opinion of each Justice.of
the Peace before whom the cause is tried
to determine whether is is or isnot intoxi-
cating in its effects. :

The Hon. Mr. Johnston’s ‘amendment
was then put and carried in the {
tive. ‘

The Hon.
words ¢ inclu

Hou, Mp. Johngtone=l niuat
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18 not intoxicatitig it should not be inclu-

déd. The a‘r%ixment;u_ée& to prohibit it

would be equally 'applicable to Beer or
Water both' of. which may, by the intro-
duction of Alcohol, be made to intoxicate,
~—would you prevent the manufacture of
Ginger or Spruce Beer on this account.
No Tempeérance man holds~such a doc-
trine. Bt if Béer were' made intoxicat-
ing:the party who sold it would be liable
to the penalties imposed by the Law
though not mentioned by name ; so with
Cider when like Beer it is inocuous it is
not prohibited—when it hecomes injurious
the Law embraces it:

The Hon. Speaker. In moving this
smendment, - Sir, I may observe that on
this as on almost every other subject upon
which I see fit to address the House—and
offer the honest convictions of my own
mind my conduct seems invariably to meet
with the severe and condign reprobation
of the Hon. and learned Member for Anaa-
polis. On this question it becomes no
man to boast of his'sincerity ; I have not
boasted and shall not boast of mine—but
will merely say that it is not now that I
have begun to support the meagure ; for
the past four "years whenever before the
House my voice has been raised in its ad-
vocacy my vote has been recorded in its
favor—~—nor have my efforts to carry 1t out
been confined to the Legislature but have
been put forth at Public meetings in this
city and elsewhere whenever I have been
called on. It will not be because I hap-
pen to incur the displeasure of the Hon.
and learned  Member for Annapolis that I
shall relax in my efforts to obtain for the
Province a Law which if carried out will
produce vast and immediate benefit. It
was from a friend of the measure thatl
first ascertained the existence of a desire
not to include Cider among the prohibited
articles and I at once expressed my entire
dissent from such a pl&eeding;-—-and inti-
mated that I should move to include it by
name, But it is said to be an unreason-

able and unnecdssary amendment? What?
The Hon. and learned Gentléman himself

must admit that thé clause is ambiguous
and’ doubtfal—liable to be construed in
differént ways as the temper—feeling or
Judgement of a Courf'miy dictate.  If ke
i8in favor of excluding Cider—why oppose
its exclusion by name; if he'is*not so de-
sirous ‘the advocates of the Bill should
take care that it is done. To the argu-
ment that Cider muyormay not:be in-
toxicabing——I reply " that. the pure unfer-
mented ; juice of ;the.apple is:not Cider—
when fertented. it hecomes:: Cider and:in-,
toxigatingin it charaoter atione; andithe
samg:tignes; JThe grgums 7. foind i

y umant:toj iy faind ig.
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mittedly: ﬁb.—-“—-intdximtin“e%‘ liguiors of -all’
kinds should be eéxcluded, therefors -Wwé'
should exclude Cider.  But says thé hon’*
gentleman I wish to exclude it and it/ is-
exchided by the clause as it now stands™;
we reply the clause is ambiguous when it
should be explicit, and therefore Cider
should be named that no misapprehension’
may take place when it comes into opera-
tion.  But the hon. and learned menber
for Aunapolis has attacked and impugred’
the sincerity of my motives ; are his own
free from animadversion ?  Where is this
Cider that ig spoken of principally manu-
factured? In Annapolis—his own County
—~—thousands of Barrelsare annually made.
Has he no interest, then in keeping Cider’
out of the Bill that his constituents may-
yet enjoy the emoluments now reaped by
them from its manufacture and sale ¥ I
would ask if it is a very unjust or unfair
inference to draw—that these are the
motives which shape his action on this’
quéstion. I cast back, then, in the same
contemptuous style they were enunciatzd,-
the imputations used by the hon., and
learned member—and would be glad if,
hereafter, before he assails others he would
take care to examine well into the purity
and propriety of his own motives. ~Cider
may bhe harmless at one hour, the next’
have become intoxicating—for this reason’
the magufacture, importation and sale~~
should not be permitied. PR
Hon. Mr. Johnston—1The hon and learn~
ed Speaker is unfortunate both in his re-.
solution and his remarks; he says none
should boast of their sincerity on this ques-
tion. How widely different ig his preceipt.
and his practice. . All the acrimony which:
has .accompanied this discussion arose n.
this way ; my amendment to the Bill was:
Eropbsed—-—cider'was mentioned and tha.
on. Speaker in his opening remarks boast~'
ed of his sincerity and contrasted it with
my insincerity. L
Hon. Speaker~1I did not sayso ; I never, -
referred to the hon. and learned member’
insincerity. ‘ . S
Hon. Mr. Johnston--When cider was -
mentioned .the hon. and learned Speaker..
said, ¢ I shall oppose this amendment fox:
I am sincere in my advocacy .of this megs.
suare,”” If then any thing personal hag;
intruded itself into the debate it arose from :
the style and peculiar tone .of the han,.
Speaker’s opening remarks ak the. incHp ;-
tion of the debate.* .Am I correct oxrnot},
He took it on himself to extol his own sins=;
cority and' deprecigte that of those who
. desired to adherc to-the Bill as it.was ;. 10,
‘adopt  general and, generic, teyms, witholib:
.-de,émﬁhzg:t&*mrg%@%«@ cific;artigles, ;.
legrned:Speaker;forgati huy
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reply either was or was not intended to be
eontemptuous. I remarked that the hon.
hon. and learned Speaker had no right to
irepute insincerity to the sincere advocates
of this measure ; to those who had by the

exercise of all their ability fought the bill ..

up to its present situation—now about to
pass through its last stage ; and, sir, al-
though I did not impute insincority to
him, when I reflect on his conduct I can
hardly believe but that suchan imputation
wouldy have been well founded. As to his
contempt—that oi his regard are alike in-
different t¢' me. The hon. and learned
Speaker’s arguments have been answercd
over and over again; but,sir, I cannot suy
that his action in moving this useless, un-
necessary motion, a motion which can he
productive of nothin% but injury to the
Temperance cause he has evinced hut little
prudence.  Sir, those whose minds are
willing to stoop to little means.for the
purpos: of gratifying private pique are
generally acute enough to bolster up their
action with plausible pretexts; and if we
could analyse the hon. and learned Speak-
er’s motives they might not be found as
spotless and pure us he would have us
balieve.

Hon. Attorney General—I now ask the
hon. and learncd wmember for Annapolis
whether or not he conceives that cider
comes within the Bill? Is or is not the
manufacture of cider prohibited ?

Hon. Mr. Johnston—I do not think pure
cider is. When it comes out of the Press
it is not intoxicating—and it remains in
thet state until frozen ; when the liqueous
Em‘tieles are carried off the remainder may

ave become from the 11 cezing slightly in-
toxicating—in fact it goes through a pro-
gess similar to molasses in distillation ;
but you would he equally justified in pro-
hibiting the importation and use of mo-
lasses hesausc it may be distillod into rum
a8 that the juice should not be pressed
from the apple because after freezing it is
intoxicating.

Hon. Attorney General—Now sir, mark
the position of the case. The hon. and
learned member for Annapolis declares
that cider is not prohibited under that
Bill. 1sthere a man around these benches
who does not know that cider is intoxica-
ing in its character—and yet the hon. and
learned member for Annapolis is willing
to permit its sale and manufucture ;(—bhut
I have no hesitation in declaring that under
the clause cider cannot*he legally manu-
factured or sold.

Hon. Mr. Johnston, it is fruitless for the
opponents of this measure to attempt to
impose on its advocates the belief that they
are friendly disposed towards it. If the
- great end of Temperance men be “accom-

plishied the mere prohibition of cider will -
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not in any way affect the measure; .they
desire to prevent the use of wines; spirity-
ous or fermented-‘intaxicatin% Liquors .of
any kind—the Bill provides for that. ‘It
detines by well understood terms the okject
of the Law and takes every:pracaution to ,
make it completely effectual. S

Mr. T. Coffin—The opinions prevailing
as to the character of cider are stran ely
inconsistent—mine have always been that
cider was an intoxicating beverage. - My
position, too, is somewhat -extraordinary,
voting with the opponents of Tomperance
in opposition to 'its advocate—that the
views [ have always understood to be
cntertained by Temperance men may be
carricd out—and the real object of this.
Bill be attained. Sir, it is admitted that
the clause is ambiguous t I desire that the
ambiguity should be removed—and to ob-
tain that object Cider must be specially
mentioned in the clause ;—the hill, the
whole hill, and nothing but the bill 18.my
motto. Isec on the other side a combina-
tion of members from Agricultural dis-
tricts for the parpose of allowing the manu-.
facture and sale of Cider—and among those
gentlemen are many friends to ‘temper-
ance. Are we to be told that cider of. 2
days age is different from the same article
when 15 daysold? 1s its nature changed ;
if so ['ask who is to determine this? Is it
not apparent that therc must be much dif- [
ference of opinion and many difficulties in [
the way of carrying out the Law unless
this glaring ambiguity is removed. 3

The Hon, Attorney ‘Jeneral and the hon,
Provinciul Sceretary again addressed the
House—after which the amendment was
put and carried in the affirmative—26 to
)

Hon. Attorney General.—Do I under
staad thit thy hon. member for Kings’ is
voting against the amendment after his
declaration made this morning? ;

Mr. Beckwith—Yes.

The Clause then

%ssed.
Breakwate® and Roads.

Mr. 8. Chipman introduced a Bill to
authorise the raising of wages to workman
on Breakwaters and Roads.” He explained
that during the last year workmen could
not be had at the rates laid down in "the
Revised Statutes, and therefore there was
a necessity for an alteration in the law.*

The Bill was read a first time.

Municipal Incorporations. .

The municipal Corporation Bill was
taken up. C

Mr. hfc Lerian snid.  Before this Bill §&
finelly pass, I feol it necessary o ex J
press my opinions respecting it.’ I <idve-
carefully examined it to ascertain
sould be simplified or the ‘@xpetishs’
ed-—so thet'it might-not “‘(.mt'j st
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‘it is worth ; “hut it is:'sb cumbersome.and
-expensive.in-its - provisions that nothing
can be done with jt<and to remedy these
defects a‘new Bill will be required. The
‘Bill' would do little: harm if its cost and

St

oharacter were well ‘understood—and the

people had full opportunity of acquaint-
ing themselves with its contents -before
they were required to adopt it. When
8 man recommends a machine to the peo-
ple it is common and absolutely necessary
that he states the cost ; and there are a
grea.t many. good things so expensive as to

o good for nothing. 1 have vainly lis-
taned. day after day to hear the Hon.
imroducer state the sum it would anuu-
olly cost .Annapolis County; but he
carefully abstained from - doing so. I
therefore feel it to be my duty to lay be-
fore the House & comparative estimate of
the probable cost of the Bill and to shew
what its effects will be, The only advan-
tage of the Bill, under responsible Govern-
ment is.that—instead . of persons being
drawn from the Grand Jury Box to audit
end manage the Public accounts of a
County as is. now done, tho people will
eleot them. - But its evils are numerous ;
It has been said “ where there is no woed
the fire soon goeth out.”” This is appli-
cableto our elections—for by the second
Jyoax the escitement is pretty well dead—
under this Bill as the elections take.place
sonvally fuel will be added to the flame
yearly ; the excitement will be kept up
continually. . Experience liasshown that
when a Town or County is incorporated
itat once becomes involved in debt ; One
set of Councillors will desire to ornament
& common—others to ornament something
else and ‘between them both, at last
the Corporation is Bankrupt. In proof
look at St. John N. B. inextricably involy-
ed in debt—while this City is steadily
murching on year after year to the com-
won fate; Even now, there are Bills on
the table to'add about £8000 to its Pablic
debt. True the Legislature may stop
them—but that is an ungracious task
which few will sssume. ‘

Now, Bir, theexpenscs of working this
Bill—in Annapolis & Colchester—their sizo
being about equal~maybe cowmputed as
follows. There will be Twenty-six elec.
¥.ons in each County the first year—and
thirteen every succeeding and 156 rota-
bion or monthly Courts will be annually
held in each, all these are rendered im-
perative by the Bill, o
Sheriff 's fves for first Klece X
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12 monthly Courts in each Pol- .
)’;’Stni:éﬂet or 166 in:the Opup-
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“*;‘nOﬂieea,‘rent‘ ‘fnel;aﬁ,‘d Statxon”y R
“for Offices—the - 13th will be :

Ty

‘held in the Ct.'Houssat. =~ 12000
Travel of Judicial Officersand  ~

" Clerks say 4 miles daily at 3@~ . .
each way o 700

fall and one in theepring at §s, . ...
per day as Provided by the Bill 78 0.0
‘ 756 8 0
“ : ~Cr.
Supposed Saving in the Accounta
by ‘men being elected to examine
‘H{em say £25 0 0 L
In the County of Annapolis in '53
there appears to have been by
the returns 536 suits; magis-
trates fees thereon aneragiog 3s.
being £87. 18
Experience has shewn that set
days for the sitting of Magis-
trates Courts increases litiga- =~ : .«
tion 3 fold £263 14s 1288:14 0

’

£467 14 0

Collection Commission
at 73 per cent say
with some littie losses

4360

Anpual sum to be added
to the taxation or *
County rates of Annapolis
or Colchester by this Bill
average Travel of Wardens and
Counsellors 20 miles each
at 3d
en maydr or Speaker
ary say . .
raor dune by the} ©lerks
of the 13 Kotaiion Courts
out of Court for igsuing sum-
monses—subpeenas, executions
~glies Exon's--appeal Bonds
settling with Constables—
Plaintiff—Defendantsand . -« =
Witnessos say £20 each £260 0 0
26 Counsellors suy 1 week in the ...~
Time lost by the inhabitants uf either of the
said Counties at and about the 18 elections,
by all attending them, say 4000 daysat8s 9d
ench £750. ‘ A
" Total cost in money first year ‘ x
£510—1loss of Time £1600  £2010.0 0
I caleulate that the return days and seru.
tinies to be about as burthensome and costly
o8 the present Sessiens; The gain then jg
£25 0 0 the loss £2510; what merchant.
would engage in such s speculation—what
farmer would adopt o supposed improvement
the result of which would mulet him to- the
extent of £1985, ! o
But thisis not all, nor nearly all; the

v ? 5y

Counoil will allow_the Sheviff more th

51100
2600
2000

L 4

o
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in paying them; the Recorder in Halifax re-
ceives £200 a year—one will be required for
cach County and he must be paid; besidesit
would be highly improper to refuse the ser-
vices of some Attornay who mizht have the
interasts of the County so much at heart as
to offer his servises in that capacity. (laugh-
ter). The duties of Clerks and 'Ureasurers
wenid Le largely increased——and the cost
would increase in the same rate. In fisct,
8ir, every time I think o' it some new items
of oxpense presents itself—and I have not
the least doubt but that the exent will shew
that the £510 will be swelled to £700, This,
8ir, is no light matter; additional cost of this
kind will be heavily felt by the people in the
Couatry.

The Jast of the evils incident tothe Bill
the’ not the least is that it digs up the old
rotation Courts and spreads them again

road cnst over the Country. When for-
merly in operation they were found to be so
many sehoois for litigation——drun<ennessand
dlleness. Those wiro had business to trans
act —~the idle and; the lovers of sport ran
to these Courts und fruitlessly dissipated
their time and money. There was Law in
the morning—drinking and house racing in
the afternoon andfighting st night.  Assault
and battery cuses had to be settied tho day
following, Thedesire to attend these Courts
areated an errand muking spirit or induced
pattics to litigute who would neverhave gone
into Court; in fine, Sir, they becime at last
guch i perfect nuisance that they were a-
bolished.

Are w2 again to see constables running
round to storves and houses, saying, ¢ the
Court sits next Tuesday—I am going wost,
what can you put in my way?” All the
Pleintiff bad to do wagitp give the names
do'tor and withess—and by the timo the
coastubio reburned his pockets luoked very
muach as though a sheal of wheat were in
each of them. Tae probate Court is thought
to ha the worst court in existonce—but
this completely out-lHerods it and is worse
in every reepoct.  The Judge of Probate
has power and i he isa good Judge the

ublic have not much cause o complain—
“at thess officers to he ercated by the Bill
wili inereass litigation and have no power
to check it.  The hon. Introducer may not
taink ligitization anevil, but I do. ~An-
napolis 1s w very vespectable county for
Nova Scotia, but it is not to compare for
wealth or population to those places which
have bezn furmerly deemed fit for incorpo-
ratton, The rates under this bill would
he twenty ghillings where now they were
no more than one-and-sixpence.  In large.
 plicss, the public accounts und business
inorense su mueh that incorporation be-
comes & necessary evil. A small steam
engine might bo advantageously employed’

to supply water for some large manufac-

toty ; but it would be madness in‘an An-
ugpplis farmer to purchase ong, to pump
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water from his horse-trough. - What we
want is a cheap simple corporation, such,
as this:—Say at our town-meetings yom
elect all officers required out of the magijs-
“trates so elected in the different towns, dét
thirtecn be chosen Counsellors to transaot
County business, oue of them being War-
den to0 meet oncea year as ourSession Low
do. There is no complaint against the
mode of doing county business now, wh
should it be changed?! The cost of this
plan would be— :

To 15 presiding officers at these

meetings 15s. £7 100
To 2 clerks 5s. each 7100
# annual expenses of ballot-hoxes 3 15 0
¢ 12 counsellorsaweek insesssion 18 00
¢ Travel of do, 20 miles 3d each. :

way 600
¢ Warden or Mayor’s salary 10 0-0.
£52 150

The loss of time in aftending these
meetings would be made up by dispensing
with the meeting of the Sessions. Thus
the franchise would he extended——the' li-
berty of the people enlarged-and all this
at an expense but little if” anything grea-
ter than we are now charged. The ex-
citement would be small—there would be
no monthly Court to encourage litigation;
writs would not be issued by the bushél,
the Judicial officer being responsible for
the number of writs he 1ssues and ameng*
ble to the opinion of his neighbors. g

In conclusion, sir, I beg leave to con:
gratulate the hon. and learned member fof
Annapolis on his safe return after much
wear and tear, to the point from which he
started two years since. Thebill is harm:
less, unless the countics voluntarily adopt
it—for the hon. gentleman of his own
motion has relinquished the coercive clause
and thus tacitly admitted that he was
wrong in introducing it ; I must also con-
gratulate him that he is one of an Assem?
bly whose members arejwiser than himself
—otherwise his coorcive clause would .
have been adopted, and lastly. I must
congratulate hiw thet there are wiser men
in the other end of the building—if there
were not this bill would have been in-dps
ration and the people of Annapo’lis‘wn‘ga’gg
now bo heset with all the difficlties whit
must of necessity arise under this Bilt
without the power of refusal. Thei's istlf
old saying no loss is so great that thersid
not some small profit; if Ansapolis adops
ed this Bill there would be slight duriged
of uny highway robbery being commibied;-
as constables and tax-gatherers would: e
plenty as to be always within call., ...

Mr. A. (. Archibud.—~My hon.ciile
gue, after allowing the bill. to,go 4

its various stages until it, has nep
ived ab the Disjin & Jong.s
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aggailed it ; and” attempied to show thit:
its” working ‘would be injurious.  Sir, T
do not believe there ig another man in the
House who would endorse the sentiments
he has expressed. The cost of working
the measure has been much éxaggemtea
by him ; I believe it will be found but
slightly, if at all, more expensive than
our resegt 8 sten;l-—whiie uniie}x;l it the
e will enjoy the praotical blessings

gf?gphealthy agdyliberalpsystem of muni(§~
pal government ; their privileges will be-
extended and they will have a more ditect
control over the officers who transact théir
business. For these benefits I am sure
they will cheerfully pay any slight increase
in the taxes levied on them—that may be
come necessary for the effective working
of the system. The Bill is optional, the
Counties may or may not adopt it as they
pleass ; in my opinlon after jt has been
fully discussed and is thoroughly under
stood in the Counties not one will refuse
to accept it. ’ ,

Hon. Mr. Johnston.—I will not offer
any argument. in answer to the glaring
fallacies which pervade the lengthy speech
jost delivered by the ‘hon. member for Col.
chester ; thesz are so obvious that reply to
tiem i3 unnecessary. That the hon. gen-
tleman should have remained silent until
now—and after the Bill.has passed through
committee made this furious onslaught
upon it at the last moment—an uttack
abounding in statistics founded on no
data—dealing in vague assumptious and
basing his calculations on mnothing, The
geople of this Country will have the Bill

efore them in printed form; and I have
sufficient confidence in their intelligence to
believe that after they have investigated it
their judgments will lead them to a vastly
diffarent conclusion from that to which the
hon. member has arrived.

The Bill then passed and the House ad-
journed. ‘

' e A G e

Fripay, March 9, 1855,
Peunsion to Mr, Morris,

Tue third readinig of the Bill for pensioning
Mr. \lorris, having been moved, -

M: M. 1 Wilkins protested against the
Bill. Mr. Morris had never resigned office;
he was merely on leave of'absence—was most
ungraciously superseded, was an efficient
officer, and therefore the country ought not
l;:% S%ddled with £900 for an officer instead of

Mr. Marshall delivered one of the best
speeches we ever-heard him utter, ngainst the
Bill ' Repdtisible Government ‘was - against
pensions-—-bit here Was ‘oné “introdused by’
- its advoostedt ' Mr. Morris was 'an efficient
offioer-<-tad 1

66 10"
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‘to a resolution of the
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his were right why was not Mr. Fairbanks
trented in thesame way:  + - .. . -%
-'Dr. Brown said that he was opposed ‘to this:
pension last winter and had not changed his
mind since. In fact, sir, I nover could bring:
my mind to vote-for a pension . at all, unless.
in such a oase as that <f Sie Rubert Goorge,
when we wore in a mauner compelled to--do
so. 'In the present case, if any body was to
be pensioned, it should have 'been Mr. Uni-
acke. The country would in all probability
lose lese, Mr. Morris evidently is & man -of
firmer health and is likely to live muoh lota
ger than ¥ r, Unincke——he might live these
20 years. (Laughter.) Besides from lan
experience Mr. Morris would be likely to be
the most efficient officer. 1 shall, thureture
vote agaiost the Pension, and wish thes
country to understand on what grounds this
sum is to be granted-~and thereby +890 a
year added to the peop'es burthens . The
people should know that by the . present - ar-
rangement the erown land Commissioner;was
costing the country £900 in place of £800:+
Mr. MeLellan siid it would have .beéen:all
very well if Dr. Brown had suggested Mr.
Uniacke instead of Mr. Morris last gession’;
but he did not, and the House being-pledged
by resolution to this Bill, the engagsmeat
ought to be fulfilled. o i
Hon. Mr, Jotnston took exccption to'the
mode of desling with the question. This
offiter was relieved from his office for. the sake
of giving office to the hon. Attorney Guneral.
If Mr. Morris wished to retire, if' he were
competent to fulfil his duties, he ought not
be relieved by pension, but should have been
allowed to retire, without a pension, But he
rather apprehended that Mr. Morris did not
wich to retire ; buton learning that he would
have to retive requested thnt he might not ba
put out of office without a retiring atlowande.
This Bill was altogether in opposition to Res.
ponsible Government, It was iu opposition
to all the profassions of those now in office.
It was not necessary for making an office-for
an Exeoutive Councillor. Mr. Johnston felt
in a most painful position. He wus. opposing
a Bill which would affect a friend and an ho-
nest man, and if rgjectel would do him great
injury. He regretted, also, that by this Bill,
all the profossions of the present government
were cast to the wind —~the principles .they
had pretended to establish were receded from,
and as regards a constitution, the country
was left to toss ahout ou the same sea of! un-
certainty whioh had charnoterised politioal
movements 6 or 7 years ago. L
The hon. Attorney General said that this
matter had been fully discussed last year,
and therefore it was not the intention. of
members on this side of . the House to diseirss
it. 'The pension had been granted agresably

t;x’géfdf‘ £800 nfear of tho peoples’ fmoney.:
£

House 1ast Sessiof-m
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every body tunderstood 'it, and-there.was. no

-necesaity for debatiug what was debitedslnat

tovpublieexi.
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ment of last session, three gentleman wont
to" their  oconstituents—the - hon, Provincial
8ecretary, the hon. Solicitor General, and in.
place of the hon, Mr. Uniacke, & gentlenian,
(Mr. Fuller) has heen returned for Rich-
mond, professing the same politics. The
country have, therefore, passsed upon the
subject and approved of the steps taken.
Now, sir, I do not care whether the resolution

sor not. Ido notcare in one sense,
whether Mr. Morris gets any pension—but L
should like to see carried out in good faith the
arrangements which were concluded last sos-
sion, which were then as now deemed benefie
cial for the interests of the conntry.

Mr. M. L. Wilkins.—Oh! you need not
deceive yourselves, We are not going to let
this pension pay without debate. (Laugh-
ter.

T?xe House adjourned for an hour.

On resurhing the same discussion was con-
tinued.

Mr. Holmes said that it gave him great re-
gret to vote against this Bill either as regurds
Mr. Morris or Mr. Uniacke, with both of
whom he had been so intimate. He somne-
times doubted whether what he ke saw befove
him was real or imaginary, ‘Take the
changes which had been made! Wus the
Secretary’s office less expensive now than tor-
wmerly ? No. What was this Bill? o in-
erease the expenses of one oftico by one halfl
What, said the hon. member for Colchester—
would this house repudiate its actions! It
would be well if the House would repudiate
much that it bad done; well if the Govern-
ment wouid repudiate und retrace their steps
with reference to many ac's of wrong aud op-
pression they had been guilty of. The duy
of retribution wass at hund, and although
members on the government side might not
wish to speak on this subjoct because they
knew they were in the wrong, ho had no he-
%!:f.ltion in declaring his opposition to the

ill. |
My, Killam objected to the Bill, because he
believed the principle of pensions was entire-
ly wrong and unsound. [If Mr. Morris had
erformed any services for which he had not
een paid, then, of course, we ought to pay
him-—but this isnot pretended. Now, admit,
for the sake of arguinent, that we owe Mr.
Morris,~-how much do we owe him? It
must be some certain, specific sum, and not
8 sum flactunting between £800 and £6000
‘which he may receive under this bill. This
bill cannot make it right ; right exists inde-
?eﬁdgmly of bills; but the right in this casz

g not claimed. Again, the advoecates of this
bill pretend that this Assembly have to

- approprinte the reverue for those who are

to-come ofter us, as well for oursetver, It
is just ag honest tosteal from our neighbor as
to appropriate theearnings of posterity. For
these reasons I have always abhorred pen.

sions, I reluctantiy consented to pension .

Sir Rupert D. George in 1848, in order to

gettle the oivil list.and obtain ‘possession . of

the casual and territorial revefiues—and this

wus the utmost the then Liberal party would
. gouvent; to..  Ewell. remember. tﬁb «

pENSIQN
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there wag'in fixing that part which - forme
on allowance for the Registry Office, whion
includel a reduction on the gost of fecording
throughout all the Countiesof the Provihgs,
and made 4ll the Registrars independent,~:*
The plea of necessity is'a poor ore;= no
necessity can justify wrong. I agreewith the
hon. member for ‘Guyshorough, who asked
the government why they did rot make the
Land Officea Head Department. Although]
asgisted to introduce Government Ly heads of
departments in 1848, they have been largely
maultiplied ; and we ocan do well without the
Commissioner of Crown Lands, I would
rather sec the numbers diminished than in-
creased. What chance is there to rednce or
even keep salaries at a moderate ratio, or pre.
vent a growing pension list, with nine paid
seats on these benches, supporting the &6‘«".
ernment, actuated hy the powertul motive of
self-interest. The hon. member for Londons
derry calls the vefusing to pass this Eill,
repudiation, and says the House agreed toit
last session, A resolution did pass here,
carried by a very small majority to that ef
fect.  On that point my views are very pro-
bably the views of many others ; if not, they
are likely to be ere long ; that is, the da
will come and may not be far distant, when
the people of this Province will not consider
it morally or legully wrong to refuse the right
of any former Assembly to control and regu-
Ine their affuirs, by fores-alling 1he-maih
spring of their existence—their liber y w0 do
what they +hink proper with 1heir own, then
Mr Morris’s pension will go unpaid ; but
what is worse 'han that, 1he hard earnings of
the industrious that are now being squande
to gra ify 'he ambi ion of a few, will never
repnid.  Which is the more honest, to reagh
your hands into another’s pocket, ing
therefrom his mceney to pay your debig—gr
to refuse paying what others unjustly compel
with no o her right excep: that given by 4
unjust law? If this Bill pass and become
law, I hope the next House wiil repudiate «he
act a8 well as many oiher improvident aoty;
and reinstae Mr, Morris, if compe en+ #fid
willing ¢ accep- 'lie office, and I will, if re.
rurned, assis , and st once relieve the country
of the ezpense. 3

Mr. Thoinas Coffin  said—=Mr. Speaker
the aubject befure the House ought to be fairly
bsfore the people and so far as [ can, I will
put it in i legitimate form, it is well known
Mr, Spoaker, what hard fought baities haye
been fought up here within the last 4 ' years,
in.connex'on with the Railroad—the partigp-
lars of which I need not take time to roluig;
but may say that alter iong arguments gnd
contention the Liberal party gave; way (0:the
Opposition, ‘I'hey did this, ulxhnugh{the’[,ﬂz’g»
a's had s najority and they gave the oppoaition
the time they required to eanry:optsyha@pg%ﬁy ‘
or to negaoiale with. Mr. Juckson to.matafe
bis scheme. They tried - ;hnigﬂAil»pst'
could. not -succeed—and the ffem}tg;:q,; ‘

deliberations.is wall knowa 1o be. 1
Btill: heir opposition did not. cesss
they: pledged thomeealve !
thoir wipwathey.we
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Government gcheme.. This pledge, I repeat
was not.falfilled-~the opposition,,.wae el
vigorous. ... . Cd e

After waiting a whole year for Mr. Jackson
however, 1as goveinmsnt carried their point
—the priaciple .of a Railway by its, ingiru-
meninlily  was esiablished, and this hiving
been the cags, the Hon, Mr. Howe was
selected as Railway Commissionar, und Chair.
man of that Board, 1t therefore, became ne
cessary for him to resign his office us Provin-
cial Secretary—he did so —and. also h 18 seat
in the Government. i then hecame neces-
sary, in order to carry outthe Ruilway policy
oa successful termination, to reconstract the
Governmnent, and the.changes thea made was
with the unanimousconsent of‘ the government
party for the pablic good. - ‘

It has bewn snid that  Mr. Morris Jwas
throwa out of office withont his consent,
This iz not the case—It was his wish 10 leave
—n0 wrong wis done hiu; and what the
government have done was done with common

. consent for the general goud.. T'his, S, 1
hand over to the opposition: gratis. They can
make what wsathey pleass'ofit, | wiil nottake
more time, Sir, but leave this subject for
abler men 1o deal with; but I am inclined to
go Biraight forward —without deceotion or
higgling of any sort.— (Heun, heur, from the
Guvernment side ) ‘

Mr. Smith said that it was exceedingly ua-
pleasint to .oppose & grant of money to a
friend ; but we ought not let thuse feelings
carry us beyond public duty. Both the gentle-
man superseded from the Crown Ofice, and
the one who occupied it now, challenged the
respect of every member here ; but there was
& public voice abroad—public opinion must
be looked tu—and. when he recollected that
all pensions were set_down as Tory things,
and that, when the Libcrals came’ in, they
promised they were going to carry on tho
government on different principles, on o
mora economical scale—he felt it his duty to
vote against all such misappropriations of the
public money.

Hon. Attorney General—I shall endeavor
Bir, to adhere to the polivy I marked out this

torning, and not dehate & question thar is

80 well understood by the House and the

country, There is ‘no mew fuature in it.

What favor the hov. member for Pictou (Mr,

Holmes), may do his friend, by voting in the

Iann r he hasstated, [ am at o loss to know,

Will he deprive him of a ponsion that the

House has guaranteed § or does ho expect’ to

get Mr. Morris back to office.
there be a change of Government.
Mr. H,

(Laughter,) ‘ (
_Hon, Attorney General ~Still more

ished am I ut the hon,
osing o gr .
ormation of & Governmént to earry out the

Yailway Poliey in

1y intevested. The successtul aarrying
that work ﬂepéﬁdég’é‘ fhesé ohanges.
¢ le moha by T o ienods

! _aston.
member for Hants ¢

an of

&

what

e Yy

i, 4

o i b L
[ -

?

Where would be the change of %Hé},aa%gu‘ abing
~of England if thero were no repudigtion?
olmes—That is exactly what I want. '

whieh hit/ couaty is so degp- .

_But -

A
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52 members of the House, . The supposition,
that hon. inqwbers héve, o bo sotenated. bo
suit the convenionce,of: thess 4, is. not, wery
complimentary—uor. is it . parlismentary.
Does any man sup{?cs&that‘ the hon, momber
for Richmoud could bs seduced to sacrifice.the
interests of his constituents, because he hold
a Commi,ssionership of St. ‘Peter’s Canal,
which yielded to him the emormous sum, of
£23in one year! But the bon, member, for
Yarmouth talks of repudiation. I am.not
blind, sir, to the attempts made to degtroy
our credit ; and I am ashamed to heir them.
What induced the hon. member to move £680,~
000 for our Road Vote, instead . of £45,000,
the most liberal grant ever yet given - To
getit? No! but to embarass us. ~And I re-
gret to hear him suy that Nova Sootin is.cg-
pable of ropudiation. Not aunother member
of the House can' be found to endorse that
sentiment— o
' Mr. Marshall—Hero’s one,
Another Voice —Here's another, .
Hon. Attorney General—Well, I am very
sorry to hearit, You would follow the,ex-
ample of the broad-brims of Philadelphia,
which is not very ccreditably thought.:of
throughout the rest of the world—whioh
would be, in the lagt degree, disreputable
and which, [ do net believe, any Legi¢lature
could ever be got in Novs Scotia to sanction.
I understand the gome, sir { It is to destroy
-our credit, under which we requireto, boy row
£200,000, this year, to cxtead our railway.to
‘he county of Hants. Does my hon. £friend
for that county endorse that sentiment [ I
Mr. B, Smith—I will spenk for myself, ,,
Hov. Attorney Genoral—Sir, if capitalists
step forward liberally, as I truss they will,
te advance the money to set our Tailwaydn
successful operation, no legislature within
these walls will ever repudiate the not ; .and,
if such a thing wore to happen, [ am. quite
certain the Crowu—the supreme power in
the Constitution—would step in and prevent
50 great o wrong, ST
Mr. Murshall—Is repudiation any.. W
thitig in Jhis country ? \}?astqrqing M.
Fairbanks out_of office, without allowangs;
against the pledged faith of the Crawn—isya
that no repudiation? Isa Lagisloﬁu;:é;‘gg&g
tied  down to-the. aocts of ita.pred 3

tE.

Where would be the Reformation?, And
what was'the repudiation here talked. of?

. Did Inot sit here snd hear the Hoh. and
. He may, if

lenrned Attorney Ganeral’s. Brother, G4
hold the same languags when Mr. Howe
in England—did he not suy the Railroad was
to swawp our Road and School.money, and
tobe a pérpetual burden on the:

now spoken of—the extravagaut. expen

We .-'were. 10w pluoging - into. The, gove A
me: § sre cartainly mkingw;,higbjms. «<Phe
Lo

sHoneSolisitor General just: now. snid:th mesw
“te-Wel lkdllowsyou:rtot talk 3 ‘antsthe Hen.

1 the tovenue?
8 9p- . Here Bir, is high puthority for therepudiation
grant which was necessary for. the
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taggering, and stroggling government ; and
;ta%or onge, if ever ! have tha poWer: will
endeavour to sweep them away.

Mr. Wade was very glad that we had at

~ length something to goto the country on—

announced by theHon. member for Yarmouth
and endorsed by the hon. member for Guys-
borough—and that was, that on a change of
goverament and the return of the old party
to power jour public works must stop. He
wished thecountry to understand this.

Hon. Attorney General enquired whether
the remarksof Mr. Killam on repudiation
were intended to apply t» Mr, Morris’s pen-
sion only, or to our public works also ?

[No reply.]

Hon. J. W. Johnston—It is a common say-
ing among those who drink deeply, when
they are getting weak and intend to be sober
for s season—that they have kegged; the
Attorney General this morning gave notice
that he had kegged from speaking on this
subject; (Laughter;) and the necessity of
his speaking as he did just now, might have
been obviated if he had deigned tomake some
earlier explanation of the necessity for this

ension. Now, the Railway policy was put
orward as a reason why this pension should
be granted ; but there was no pension neces-
sary to create a Railway Cowmissioner—
there was a pension necessary for the vreation
of & new Attorney Gencral. The Hon. and
learned member for Digby has congratulated
himself that there was something to go to the
country, and he appealed to the Reporters. I
have to complain, Sir, that the reports are
very inadequate on one side, while they are
given very fully on the other;* and there-
fore, sir, [ shall depend very little on these
Reports to set me right before the coun-
try. The hou. Attorney G2neral addresses
himseif to the feelings of the hon. member for
Pictou, and says you must not vote against
thiz bill because yon thereby injure a private
friend. . Is that the doctrine of the hon. At-
torney General? —that you must not injure a
friend, although by saving him you injure
the country ? Isthat your political morality ?
Again, he appeals to the hon. member for
Hunts, ( vir. Sinith,) and holds up the Rail-
voad .in holy horror, Is the Railrosd to be
the stalking horse to interfere with all our
principles of public action and economy ?

Bir, the railroad is going on, and time will
tell whether it be a goo or ill.advised mes-
sure, an ¢xperiment saccessful or disastrous.
Ah, sir ! glad was the hon. Attorney General

"6 turn your attention for a momentfrom the
hideous features of the Bill now before the

* REpoRTER'S Notm.—After this oharge s
correspondence took place with th® hon. Mr.
Jobnston, by which it was ascertained that two
omissiony of brief replies of his to the Hon.
Provinvial Heeretary and to Mr. MoLellan had
been acoidentally omitted in the reports. Had
our attention been called to the faot at the-timv,
the omissions would have been immediately
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honse ;s bill fiot intended & berefit MF.
Morris, but to be subsidiary to the schemds
of those who moved it. But the hon. mem-.
ber for Halifax, (Mr. Annand,) has told us
of the ¢ arrangements’ that were making.
I want to know, sir, whether one part'of
those arrangements was not. that he himself
should have the office of Queen’s Printer?
(Laughter.) So the ‘“arrangements’’ went
on, and the whole secret of the matter ig:-w
Giive us money enough to buy all that can b
bought, and then we shall have u strong
vernment. They first came over to our gide
and bought up a Provincial Sscretary for.
£700 a year, and thea new salaries and pen-
sions follow. Now, sir,'] have no idea of giw
ing a pension at any time unless it is justly
due, and absolutely required for the publie
service, The only necessity for this was to
give office to the present Attorney General;
and, etween pensions and salaries, it is mo
wonder that there is an accumulation of votes
on the opposite side. With reference to the
Road Vote of £60,000, 1 voted for that be-.
cause I thought the revenues of the country
could afford it. I voted for the extra £2,60J
on the same principle—for £200 to each
county is but a small sum to cover extraordis
nary damages to bridges. We ought not be
turneld from these essential services by the
railway. We were assured, last session, thit
no such sacrifiee would be required of us.
The railroad is going on—the country is
committed to it ; and, ifit fail, the fears of
the hon. merabers for Yarmouth and Guys-
borough will Le realized. Then will come thie
pressure which will be felt without uny core
responding benefit. The question of this
pension is one of very large importance, if
we are to have this country governed by:s
system that allows every sinking adminis
tration to be patched up by corruption.

Hon. Sulicitor Geneial,—It was not my in-
tention to have spoken ¢n this subject; bt
some remarks of Hon. gentllemen have callad
me to my feet. ‘The Hon.member fur Guyse
borough did not exactly comprehend or intét-
pret what I said. I did not say—** We will
et you apeak;’® but that if ke and his [riends
wished to debate the matter, they were wele
come tv do su; and I added that as the
subject had been fally debated list yoar, it
was hardly worth while to waste time on it’
now—dy after day, and hour afier hour,
As one, I am perfectly willing to let tny speesh
of last yoar go for what 1 ought 1o say now,
But, Sir, we are.on the eve of a general elécs
tion; and I do not begrudge the oppositica
their privilage of getlng up a grievance.
They must be hard up, indeed, to make this
one. ltis ridiculous for bonorable nembers
to spend 6 or 7 hours in debating a question,
when no opposition is offered thew,

Hon. Mr. Johnston.—Thera ia oppositioh.
Withdraw your Bill, aud we: cannot ppoje

» . e .
Hon. Solicitor' General.~I at very ‘mg
astonishad al the newsborn equ% o{f;‘ihé;
and ‘lezrned genileman==tha . holy
¢ togards, paiigiohs
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past! 8ir, when wa contemplated reforms.ig
times past they were.intended for the bensfit
of the people, .We contended for -something
eabatantial—~not the chaff, bat the good grain,
and the people, I take it, know well -how 10
distinguish between 'them, 'They will not
take the dirty chaff of the thrashing flour
instead of the good wheat that we have given
them. For these reasons I was content to lat
this matter pass without observation. We
are here to carry out the policy of last year,
It is said 1t was only carried by a majority of
thres; but that amounts to a declaration thas
what the late government did we are not to
do now. T'he Hon. gentleman fur Annapnlis
declaims against what he practised himself,
He talks about our majortty of three jast Ses

sion; and in the same breath about the case
of Mr, Fairbanks, Why, Sir, whatdid the
Hon. Gentlomen himsell do in 1844, with his
blessed majoriiv of ona? Did he not appoint
Mr. Fairbanks to the Treasary in ‘that year
and sarround his appoiniment with the checks
and gaards of kmperial pledges, in order 1o
deprive the paople of this country from hav.
ing the right of self-government and the
changing of their officers 2 Let not the Hon,
and learned gentlemen, then, syt himself up
for » pattern of a patriot or stalesman, ‘Tuslk
about Responsible Government! Why, the
Hon. and learned Membet opposed and . ob.
stracted it for four years with his majority of
one; until at Jast the people arose up in their
majesty and pat an end to his pretensions, re-
padiated his attempt to place an officer in the
Treasury without the power of removsl. We
hear of despatches being kept backand secrer.
ed; bus did not the Hon. and learned gentls.
man and his government withuld derpatches
gusranteeing 1o this Province the blessings of
Revponsible Government, while, at the same
time they held forth to the couniry that Res«
ponsible, Government had been denied to us
by the lperial authorities? Yes, Sir, and
thiz was circulated in printed slips from one
end of the Province to the other. * IT they had
continued in power, Responsibie Government
never would have been conceded; but when
the o'her administration came in they found
tns invaluable paper in the Secrelary’sOffice,

and that Responsible Guvernment had been

w fact conceded to Nova Scotia, instead of
denied to her. Asregards the general con-
doct of the present government, Sir, I am
{uite conlent 1o Jet it compare with that of
tne Hon, and learned gentleman opposite,
since our entrance intw pablic life uatil the
ptosent time,

Hon. Auorney, General.—~The speech we
have jost now heard froni the hon, and learn-
ed mewber from Apnapolis is as remarkable
for what has been said, ns for what has been
omitted, He'spoke of my having taken off
the keg as regards speaking. [ could not help

thinking, Sir, that it would have been well
if the Hun. and’ learned member if he had
taken the keg bafore he introduced his sider
amendment to the prohibitory, Lignor Law;
he woald have swod uitich higher in the Hoose
to-day§ for 4f all the scentd T have behield
nost
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smuaing exhibition. When, therefore, that.
hop. membar dascends to such language™'ss
bo has.used, he must recollect that he has,
his tender poiats; and that we can’ resurt to.
retaliation, . -

Sir, I'do not deprocate discassion, ' I fear
not the agitation of this subject as much as-
honorable gentlomen chose 3 but I do con
demn the waste of public time in useless de-
bate and idle repetition. Tt was 1he hon,
member for Yarnoath that calléd” me to my
feet. He threw ont an original idea, it is
trne, What | that we are repidiate ihe scis
of this Legislature relating to our public works
~-or that any fuiore Legisiature will do &0 ?
Sir, I do not wonder that my hon." friend
from Digby with his usual manliness shoald
have risen as he did, and proclaimed such a
want of principle and honesty as worthy the
condempation of the cocntry; becanse, Sir,
if a Conservative party still survive at alle
represented by tha heierogeneous muterialy
wo see before us, wa find that one of ite first
acts is 1o be the repudiation of the just debis
the Province has contracied. '

It was because I stamped, with reprobatipn
such a dootrine ag that, that L rose to'reply.
The hon. member for Annai%qlis carefully
avoided touching the point. Why did he not
come out and tell the people of Nova Sctia
that if they wish to maintain the Public ore.
dit, fulfil their obligations, and carry on thejy

ublic works, they must ‘veturn the Liberal

arty to power. He has talked of the hide.
vus features of this Bill. - Do nat the people
understand this question in sll its learnings ?
Halifax has given a pretty siguificant hint.as
to the voice of her citizens—three constituen.
cies have approved of this Billas part of the
railroad policy ; and I rather think that on
the issue just opened—the policy of 5@9\:&{@7
tion, the peoplo will teacn us that it is neither
in accordance with sound patriotism, nor dig-
tated by a love of justice. But, sir, it js
wrong to strengthen a government. .I will
not go back to show all the extracrdinary acs
of the last Government; but recall one or
two. Does the hon. and learned member for
Annapolis gremember the six Conservatives
he thrust into the Legislative Council—mak.
ing their majority 14 to 6, thus endeavoring
effectunlly to neutralize the voice of the
Commons, in case & liberal majority wern.re-
turned? - Does he recollect that he was not
ashamed to make the people of the Province
ge to the hustings on o false issuo, by his
withholding n valuable despatch which was
not discovered till the people asserted. %éfr
power and dragged it into open day? Lg
when I want lessons of Political purity and
public virtad, he is the last man I should ask
for them. .Even the Reporters have not eg-
caped his angry frowns and. fierce denunoia.
tions ; but I would have it understood that
the opinion of the hon. member for Anng
lis is not the opinion.of this House on . either
gide ; for there are but few members hare
who do not believe that the reporters dis.
charge their duties fairly and impartally';
it not, there.s not, an adherent of thé-govérp-
ot R lpport A Je onitah.
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They are not here to” defend themselves, and
therefore cught not have been matle the sub.
Ject of so unjust and. unjustifiable an' attack,
Now, sir, I shall withdraw from this debate,
Iam . glad the hon. member for Barringon.
Mr. T. Cofin has come out, and with his
usual manliness stated the whole of this ques-
tion in a nutshell—in a manner that the gov-
ernment could hardly huve done it. Let it
be undetstotd then, that the opposition, if re-
turned to power, would destroy your Railways,
impair your credit, and make Nova Scotin
the langhing stock of the continent. For
rayself, sir, I can allow these little blasts of
petulence to pass bye with perfect compo-
sure.

Hon. Mr. Johnston.—We have got the hon.
Attorney and Solicitor Generals fairly into the
field at last. The Atterney General tells me
that my speech was distinguished for what it
did not contain. I return the compliment.
While reiterating the flat stale stories which
have so often deluded .the country, he has
forgotten to suy aught of the £300 a year ho
is now squandering away. He has answered
the hon. menbes for Yarmouth by the old
ery—** The wolf,” ¢ the wolf 1’ just a3 the
fox in the chase doubles when good dogs nre
on his track, But when he talked of the
heterogeneous materjals of the Opposition,
T could not help glancing along the govern-
ment ranks, and admiring the homogeneous
materinls there ! Well am I content to con-
trast one side with the other. Just imagine
the Chief Railway Commissioner and the At~
torzey General sizting on one Bench together,
Tiké 1wo brothers! "He talked of npolitical
morality and personal hotor, 8ir, who can
forget what took place through the Press
i%hen the hon. and ledrned Attorney General
was still engaged in politics in that ohnir?
‘Hiive we forgotten the exposures that were
threatened to be made? have wa forgotten
the 'flery denunciations that were hurled
at the government in power? Have we for-

tten the relatinonship of the writer to the

on. Attoruey General ; and what shall we
“eny of political virtue and personal henor,
when we see arrangements made by which
e comes into power with the very men whe
were denounoced by the brvother they destroyed;
and at the expense of this £300, which would
not have been necessary, except to place him
in the office he now holds, What then? The
Provineial Secretary was enticed from this
gide of the house that a Government might
Be formed consistently with political morality
add personal honov, I point to that chair for
nnother change in politics, and we all know
by the ‘experience of many yegss past that
# polifienl Spenker is not o bad agent to as-
gisy n goternment. You ave strong l—where
“did you get your streagth 7 You have made
the adhesion to your ranks very palatable,
o be sare; but what isit makes ap your

overnment at this moment? The defalea-
Fiont from’ the side of the’ conservatives. - So
thins, when we think of pﬁ!&f:igql‘ _notality,
‘g watel the sonras of the Attdvally General
“Siml, e Bl 09 nothing W :
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of the;hon. wmember for Barrington—becass,
orsooth, the governiment could not have made
them. Why not? . It wag theit dutyito Hdve .
done so. Wherefore, then, is. this pension
creited? " For strengthening the Governmetit
it way be—but strengthening it at the pullic
expense, and at a violation of the principles
by which they came into power. -

'(During his speech, the hon. gentlemsn
mado some reforence to a conversation ats
window with the Provincial Séeretary, whish
we could not comprehend.)

Hon. Pro. Secretary.—Mr., 8peaker.—I hdve
endeavored, during my ‘career in this House, to
conduct myself inn gentlemanlike'and courtoons
manner; 1 think others will admit that I am
not claiming too much in making this assertion.
I have never, as a member of either Branch of
the Legisiasure, forgutten the dignity due to
others. So far a3 the observations made by the
hon. and learned member for Annapolis extend,
in relation to the peculiar circumstandes undér
which I became associated with those gentle.
men in the Government to whom it is my pride
and pleasure tu be attached, I have nothing per-
senally to complain; should tbat occasionarise,
I will be ready to answer him, Asto my pub-
lie conduct, that is before the country; my cone
stituents have judged of it, and the proud man.
in which they havo testified their approbation of
the courss I pursued, abundauntly compensates
me for any coptemptible, scurrillous obser-
vations by which I have elsewhere been assailed.
The hou. and learned member has referred to a
conversation at a window of this House between
himse'f and myself—a conversation I allude to
with pride and sutisfaction; and am g'ad he has
given me the opportunity to state what it
That conversation referred to the pelitical party
with wheeh I, at that time voted ; and it {sa
goures of pleasuro to fme that, since my acoopte
ance of office, all of them, with one exception,
have not forgot that they were gentlomen. Lat
the hon. and learned member question . the ex.
planation I now give, if he dare. On one me:
morable evening, { rose in my place and. gave
an explanation as regards the Railway, whioh'I
had no right to suppuse he would receive wi
indignntivae.  Neewy the dillitulues which sur
rounded the enterprise of a Hailway by a Cums
pany, which I had vated for m a previous Sess
aina, 1 had friends with whoin 1 cunsulied before
¥ camo here,~—t0 whom I expliined wy viewd ag
to the periect independence of Railway constrye-
tion {rom every other question thea asitaied in
Nova Scetia, aad that, il the projsct of the pre
vious yee fniled, our unly hope was i veliance
on our own resources. As 1 have eaid, ong
night [ yore {vom that seat akd proclained my
Railway poliey. In the morning, when ['came
into the House, T was told by une ol iy friends
that I had given offence to the hon. member for
Annapols. I eatled him to the window, and ex»
pressed my regre: that He shouid have taken ext
ception to anything [ had suddd—~that the speech
should not be taken as any intention of abandane
ing my then pilirienl frignds ¢ but, on the Rail
way question 1 considered we ought to be ﬁee:‘l
had not, then, the most 1emote connection, with
the Liberal party. 1 had never, with humnau be-
ing, had any communicativn whatever, on the
subject of taking office~nor 'was agy offered

guer. peceived
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sition, on
intimated to me thesr desire to have a conlerence
with “me, aud youreelf, sir, and the .two others,
wished me to support, aciively; the great Railway
policy of Nova Scotia. On their explandtions,
the party unanimously offeriag me the Provincial
Becretaryship, 1 was never more agitated in my
life. 1 replied that I must take time ‘to delibe.
rate—that I must have the longest possible time
o consider. Viewing, then, the positiun our
Ralway question occupied—having passed this
tiouse siler stvang opposition, and the necessity
of a combination of its friends to carry it to a
sucecvaful issue—viewing other party ties to have
been, in a great degree, dissolved by that great
measure—I thought seriously of my duty in the
matter—iny roleman duty, in so cventful a crisis,
to my ennstituents—I was permitled to consultan
jntimate friend, who recommended me to accept
office, and 1 did accept it, and tormed a political
connexion with the gentlemen around we. In
the cordiality and confidence with which they ree
ceived, and have ever since honored me~in the
pride and pleasure which I feel 1n acting with
them~in the approval of good and virtuous men
who appreciate my motives und sanclion my pul;-
tic conduct, and in the triumphant maoner in
which, by a majortty unparalelled in the Town-
ship 1 represenred, 1 was returned to this Assem-
bly, after my ucceptation ol office, I have found
abundant eonsolution, under the severe strictures
and scurrilous invectives to which 1 have been
subjected since that event.

Now, sir, let me advert to the circtnastances
under which 1 cawe into this House, at my elecw
tion, immediately previous o my separation from
ihe opposite pariy. It will be seen that | wag
put in nomination, not at my own instance, or lo
giatfy my own ambition, but with the greatest
reluctance on my part, aad at the urgent solici:
tation of others, When a vacancy in the Res
presenkuion of Windsor was created by the
death ol my lamented friend, Mr. Fraser, I was
waited upon on a summer’s evening, by gentle.
wen deputed  for tha parpose, and by themm solis
cited to stand fur the Township., I at first absos
lntely retused to do so—inlormed the deputation
that 1 had declared frequently to my friends my
determination not again to enter into public lile,
and that I felt no interest or personal ambition in
doing 0, as the party connecied with those who
were 10 he my supj.orters, were in a minority in
this Hause, and, ug I supposed, likely to remain
s0. Eventually, however, I acceded to the pro:
posal of 1hese gantlemen, earnestly reiterated; I
stuod, and, after a contest, was returned by a
small majority,  Doring the progressof that oon-
test and the canvas that preceded it, 1 never had
the slighteat communication by letter, or by word
of mouth, with the learned member for ths
Couaty of Annapulis~-in fact, I never had
with him any particular intimacy, vor, in any.
special degr. e, enjoyed his confidence— nor am 1
aware of any obligation I was under to the hon.
and fearned gentiemen. Before I accepted the
office that 1 now have the honor to fill, I formal-
ly vacated v seat, by natice 10 the Spedker. of
this House, which induced the necessity of ‘my
re-electinn, in order to sustaining my place; and
1 declare, without the slightest visk of contradic~
tion that, up to that time, 1 (uifilled to the letter.
every party abligation. Uniess, -then,- I was
chained 1o the hon, member's chariot wheels and
to the destinies of his party forever, 1 conceive,
that I was a” free man, and fully entitled ‘o, the,
exercise of my untettered discretion, to make; a
fresh start'in, public;life. 8o long.ne.there;was
’ Bla btk wtisely
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roed .gentleman, When - that  depart
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not, however, be anpposed for a moment,
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was A matter of indifference to me—the separation

from the honorable. and amiable genilemen on

the oppuosite side of the House. There are many .

of them for whom 1 shall ever entertain feelings
of personal regard and esteem, It is always &
delicate and inviduoua. thing, sir, to speak of
one’a self, and I have not voluntered this vindis
cation of my publie conduct. The learned mem-
ber for Annapolis, with what degree of emper %
leave this Assembly to judge, hus wrapped up, in
a mystery of his own creation, the necassity for
these explanations. I have made them with
calmness and moderation, but with all the force
ol simple truth. To the faithful triends whose
good opipion 1am anxious to retain, who put the

est conatriiction on my acta, and repose faith in
my assertions, this explanstion may not be up-
weloome—to the indifferent 1 have no explanation
to offer, ‘

Hon. Mr. Johnston—DMr. Speaker, it is noces-
sary that I should make a few observationsin
answer to the ' hon. and learned gentleman whe
has just sat down.  With reference to the prin-
ciples on which he changed sides in this house,
therc is go great u difference between him wnd
myself on the duties that ought to guide publio
men towards their party, that.l dv not think.it.
likely we shall agree. 'What he ‘has avowed
here I think utterly inconsistent with the-obli-
gations that bind & public man to his party. . T
cAn 81y no more. he hon. ard learned mem«
ber says there was no . confidence between ' tg—
there was the same confidence with him aw
among other members of the party. He hasa
good memory-—does he not recollect any of the
notes and. communications that passed between
us? Why, sir, I took up a letter of his the
other day, written three weeks before he accept-
ed office. In a public sense hé was the same. fo
me a5 afjbrother,  The strongest tie existed t.ak
could subsist between one political man and
another. The price at which he valued my
friendship he has shown. The price at which I
valued his as a member of a party 'to which we
both belonged, £700 s year had no comparison
with. I do pot believe in that political mors~
lity which says—when you come into an As.
sembly with a political party, watoh your opw
portunity and desert to the onemy. Is that the
hon, gentlethan's sense of political purity. If
g0, let him keep it. He 18 where he ought to
bo. [Applause in the galleries.] 8ir, that
which binds men together in their natural and

social sympathies, also binds them in. their poe

litical relations—they are placed under recipros
oal obligations which cannot and ought not he
sacrificed to patch up their own fortunes, He
says—I would not consent to the norination for
‘Windsor besaunse the political party I belong to
are in & minority, and likely to remain -so.

Why then, sir, did he nct stand aside and allow.

them to ind & mun who would be faitbful in
their ranks. . Has he forgotten the Conservative
party that put him in the house? Has he for-

’

got-the exertions they mnde to put him in? that .

every nerve wad strained to put him out? that
men who weuld not have, voted for him under
any other ,omums%cfsﬁdn .80 for the success
of their party. | What brought Mr. Pattillo
from Liverpool? . Votes like ‘ma&%ﬁhi&mm
the house. . He, received . from these men, &
sacred trust aud solemn deposit,  Was it Honor.
sl 49 30ake, 70 of. the power Which 4
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him to destroy his fmﬂ He did no, a8 far as'
heoonld. 'Is that his publie virtue and person-
al purity? If he had gone ovér, on a railway
guestion, for example, without tal-ing office, he
would have stood unblemished; bat I ‘couple
his significant expregsion that his party were in
& mincrity, and likely to remain so, with his
deceptance of £700 a year for deserting it. We
oan easily gather the motive. He says that
every man in the house of his old friends met
him as gentlemen, but one.. That one was my-
gelf; for I cannot forego the opinions I hold on
such matters. The act which he perpetrated
ought to have driven hundredsout of scciety.
But I stand alone then!—the only man that
withhdlds the hand and averts the countenance.
Be it so—1 am content. He said that a conver-
gation took place, and he ¢ dared me’ to ques-
tion his explanation in a manner very ill-beco-
ming the first part of his speecch. Does he not
know the utter insigmficance i. which 1 hold
anything be may sny? Now, Sir, let me cor-
yect one or two points of his explanation, or ra-
ther add something that he has omitted. After
the speech which he should not have delivered
without oonsulting his party. On the morning
after, he beskoned mo from my seat, wentfto one
of the windows, dnd this is the conversation
that took place. - He said—I understand that
some of my friends do not think I did right in
making the speech I did yesterday. I shoumld
be sorry to be'dishonorable to anybody, and es-
pecially to you; and then he complimented me
on my public services and sacrifices for the par-
ty. -~ L assure you that ¥ had not the slightest
idea of wcakening my relations te the party,
sud I will go on the floor and make a specch
this afternoon to that effect. Am I right?

Hon. P Secretary.—No, I deny that.

Hon. J. W Johnston—Mr, Wilking, I deolare
bafore God that what I say is true. (Cries of
“order’) I snid in reply—‘‘ You had better
not do that, becanse it may place you in a false
position; but what you have to do is to act cau-
tiously, look to the future.” Sir, if I bad-known
him ns well as I-do now, I should have told him
to go in ‘and make his speech; becanse that
would bave nailed him to his duty. Butitsoon
becameo very clear that his heart was not with
his pnrty—that he was no longer of us if he was
with us; and I think it was on the last day of
the session that I said to him, there are rumors
abroad with reference to your connection with
the Government—had you not better contradict
them beofore the house? His answer wag, * I
can say nothing on the subject.” I took it for
granted, then, the whole thing was over. ' He
#ays he enjoys tho friendship of all others but
myself; thon he has lost nothing, because he
carcs not for me. If his conduoct be correot, 1t
would subvert the whole foundations of party;
for if the principle be true thut where there is
mutual confidence and support, the obligation is
also mutual, then the violation ot suck eonfidence
is us dishonurable on the one side us on the other.

Hon. Provincial Secretary explained again.
The personal estrangement of the hon. and léar-
ned wember~—even the scorn he prulessed, were
to him matters of perlect indifference. The
Provincial Secretary dénied again the expreesion
fioputed to him at the nindow , remarking 1hat
ever since his Railivay vote, ‘the bori. memnber ‘for
Annapolis had worn towards him the aspect of
estrangement-—and that the appeal: made to him
to'juin_thé new government ’wis made solly pa
thiegronud ‘of Carrying out-tha¢ pohcylidnd’afier,
atatiog that the wsjority which approved of it
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was unparralleled in the elections of that Town.
ship, and tha 10 his own heart his motives were
pure and honest.
Hon. Solicitor General rose— ‘ .
Mr. Zwicketr—Oh, Mr. Speaker, we had bet-
ter eaw thig off 1—(Rears of Looghter,) ™
‘Hon,.Bol. General—1 shall nct weary the hon.
gentleman’s patience. Mr. Spesker—I have
listened to this disoussion with mingled feelings
of regret and amusement. We have heard much
of the hon and learned Provincial Secretary
having changed sides in the house 6n the ques-
tion of railroad policy. Now, it appears to me
that when a Government undertake to carry out
a certain polioy, they assume the responsibility
of carrying their measure here. = The Govern-
ment took the responsibiiity of risking the es-
trangement of some of their own supporters,and
in point of fact they did estrange the hon mem.
bers for Horton and Yarmouth. Acting on con.
gcientious motives, no doubt, they sat with the
oppnsition; and they have ever since remajned
in opposition to the Government. Isit right
then, for men to leave one side and not the
Gther, on a great public question like this? It
was truly eaid there wore no distinguishing fea-
tures between tho parties. Respunsible Gov-
ernment was the question before. ~ On that the
learned mewber for Windsor and Annapolis sat
together. The moment that was conceded the
question was setiled—the great line of demar-
cation was broken down. Why did the opposi-
tion call themselves conservatives ? Did the
learned member for Annapolis remain Conger.
vative? No, but rushed into the extreme of ul.
tra radicalism. His first step was Universal
suffrage. Was that Conservatism? The Legis.
tative Council, too, should be electivo., Was
that Conservatism? Then, if the old party ran
from one extreme to another, was every gentle.
man bound to *‘ run a muck” for their leader,
whetlier he were right or wrong? In railroad
golioy, as in every other policy, a man cannot
e of & party unless he be witk fa party; the
hon, and learned member, two sessions ago,
oarried his railroad policy, and the Government
fell back for him to carry his policy out. They
waited for & year, and he did nothing.  When,
therfore, there was hope no longer—nand
when Mr. Jackson had actually declined; when
the people of Nova Scotia, and those of Wind-
sor, in particalar, whom my hon, and learned
friend represented, saw there was mo yprospect
but in putting our own shoulders to the wheel,
he aoted as became & true representative of the
people in supporting what was feasible in pre-
ference to mere party combination; and if there
wero more liko him here it would be better for
the interests of the country. If we put omr
hands with more unanimity te public works,
and had less of faction, the country would
£?°3P°f more than it does. At the time the
on. and learned Provinoial Secretary, then the
member for Windaor, m i hig speech, 1 know
that he had no intention »! joning the party to
which he now belongs; but when the members
of the Government pressed npon him that it wab
essential to oarry out the railway policy, he re-
luctantly consented. It was, therefore, more
an ineyitable necessity than a matter of ohoice,

‘Mr. Marshall.~Perbaps the hon. Provinoial
Seoretary may think I have a great deal’ of
tomerity in coming forward after his chullenge
o 83, il e, el

oti, Provinefal “Seoretary.—I will - listen’”
eay with thie %&

#ﬁ"ﬂf&n&?&gﬁﬂbﬂﬁfn héts t6 iy’
frlendly aa |

kindly feelinigs.
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Mr. Marshail.—X ‘would be guilty of gross
treachery'to ms hon. and learned friend from.
Annspolis if I were to. allpw. the -idea fo, go,
sbroad nncontradisted that I had heéld the hon,
Provineial Secretary insuch high estimation a8
I did when he belonged to this side of the house,”
and before he joined the present government. t
sny this reluctantly, but_imperatively, to place
the matter right before the publie. 1t is an old
saying and a Scotch one—¢ Don't scald your
meat with another man's broth.’. With refer.
ence to the conversation nt the window-—it was
told to all of us nextday; and I rooollect ask-
ing the learned member distinetly, “ Are you
going to desert our party or only going to sup-
port the Railway policy as others of our party
may do. He answered that he had no inten-
tion of leaving the party, and giving me a fami.
lar slap on the baok, as he was in the habit of
doing in old times, he said, ¢ Leave you, my
dear fallow ! 1 would be sorry to esy & word or
do any thing to offend one of you,” and he cer-
tainly did say something about making an ex-
planation in the house.

Hon. Provineial Secretary.—The hon. member
has certainly been on the most intimate terms
of fricndship with mo since. But if you look
at it for a moment, you will porceive that the
expression I deny does not in the slightest de-
grea alter the question; because even now, I
tay that I would have gone on to the floor in &
moment and made the speech alluded to; be-
cause I had not then the slightest idea of on-
tering the new government. If then, what issaid
wore trus, slthough I have no recollsetion of it,
the fuct would only prove my honesty aud since-
rity of purposs. The altored eiroumstances
which induced me to join the government are
familar to the Iouse and the country. Butl
forgot to refer to another conversationat another
window, when the hon. gentleman told me that
I hed been returned by almost superhuman ex-
ortions by the constituency of Windsor, that Mr.
Pattilio had travelled from Liverpool to Wind-
sov to give me his vote, and asked me what 1
intended to do. I answered that I was the
bust judgo of wy own political course, and per-
somat honor. '

Hon. Mr. Johnston.~—I did not think the eom-
mumcation made to me as confidential. Xt was
not 8o considered by the hon. gent'eman himself
because it wos montioned all round amovg the
party, the same day aond afterwards,

Dr. Brown.—I must again protest against
this moasure, bocause I hold, as 1 have already
said that all ponsions are in their nature wrong,
and contrary to the principles of justice and
found public polidy  In old timee, nothin
was more odious in the right of the so-calle
Liberal party. This formed a {n’inoiple ground
of attack on the old Tories. I recollect many
yenrs ago how the country was set into a flame,
by pensioning the Common Pleas Judges. In
the County of Kings the very name of Pensions
i= huteful to tho people. When I look round
these bonehes, and see many who once battled for
the Pcoples’ rights, 1am struck with amaze-
raent. What are these men doing now ? Grant-
ing pensions,, incrensing salaries, instead of
reducing them—pnying the Legislative Connoil;

in short Invishing the people’s money in the
most <hameless manner, and at the same time
chatruoting every good measure that is submite
ted, preventing the pocple from logal self-goy.
ernmont, determnined to retain the old tyrannle
P‘ 1 8

a0 1) saplgle Shem $poUn l
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. ways endeavored to-act

S a5
is one honorable member, however, whose sﬁ% ‘
vpoaoy -of: pensions, was. quite consistent with hiy
former. professions.. 1. siinde. to. the lea ‘
Provincial Seoretary, Whatever may be_sa
of him he cannot be said to, bm‘ch&nzedfiﬁ%
political creed, He bas novar shown any.dislike
to-pensions or_high salaries. . If ever I return
to this house, I shall use my best endeavors to,
retrace these false steps, and reatore to the peo-
plo thess pensions, out of which they have been
defrauded. ‘ . ‘ ..
Mr. Killam expiained—stating that he was.
elecied by the Liberal constituency of Yarmouth
in 1847 with Mr. Huntington (for the Couaty of
Yarmoutt). Ha came with strong party feelings
in favor of Responsible Goverament and_ strong
feelings against Mr, Johnston and his, Govern.
ment, During the first session Mr. Howe and
his friends displaced Mr. Johnston and :his.
fiiends from office and power~Howe, Hunting~
ton and others taking-offices, Maters moved
nlong for a year or two tolerably smoothe, yot &
portion of the Liberal party—~himnseli being one~
were not satisfied with all that was done 'dusi
his first four years of legislative duties. The
Ruilroad question was belore the House and
Couatry in various forms—Mr. Huatingtcn and’
himeelf opposed the Great Quebec scheme, 1n.
1850, Mr. Howe. and the Government decided
on making the Railroad a Government work, and
Howe proceeded to Great Brituin to solicit aid
from the British Government ;—in consequencs

" of this, Mr. Huntingron resigned his reat at the

Council board and office of Financial Secretary.
His conduct in that respect he believed was.
unanimously approved of by his friends and polis
tioal opponents. In 1851 came ihe Electiogwe -
Mr. Huntington being unable, on account ef ill
health, did not «ffer. He. (Mr. K.) was retorned.
This was not; the Goevernment he helped to
form in 1848, They had completely changed
their political couree snd repudiated what they
advocated in 1846~7. But furiber, what happen..
ed in the Session of 18541 another change, ‘to
forma a atrang Railway Government, to enable to °
be carried through the House a bill fur the con=
struction of Railronds (a8 all former bills. had
passed); the Provincisl Secretary (Howe) ie-
signed, to accept the chief commissionership of
the Railway, at a salary of £700, and what wap
called the Liberal party took a strong Conserva.
tive (Wilking), one who-bad up to that time -
bean a bitter opponent, aid . placed him at the
head «! the Guvernment—passed a resolution to
pay £300 per annum pension 1o the Commissioner .
ot Crown Lands, thereby making a place for the
late Atorney General at £600 per year, aud ele.
vating the dpeaker (Youug) to the Attorngy
Generalship 8t £500. What postion, them,
ought he (Mr. Killun) to occupy in vrder to be
consistent t  Certainly not in aupporting a gos
vernmeént formed nx{wesslz lo carky out & policy
direcily opposed 10 what he believed to be the

‘teue interest of the vcountry. He considered him-

self bound to carry out the views aand princip'es
ol the party that elected him, which certainly
were not the principles of the present Guvern-
ment, but directly the reverse, If they bad
chunged, he bad no reason to believe his coneci«
tuents had  Kven if his conduct was apgroved -
by |ho‘e~opg:|inu him a1 the last Eleerion; -thit
should not be a churge agninst him. He bad ale
honorably, and- it wap -
gratifying: toweet me'uprmval of ail; und espests.
ully. thug of kil oid . frisnds, M. had alway .-

‘hoged:-and axpesisd quo)nnaigﬁﬁmm-é
s@'immw qmwgo of B PApINg
ah* 5%2&:;*&1% N L X s et 1
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Pensions, but he had been'disappointed.. He I'Was of opinion that equal justice’ dould A
(Mr. SBhaw) of course wai free “to take his’own dqﬁe“;tq‘_‘aﬂ }ia.rﬁé'éinf the Province ; and,’
Comiivenoy that pproved of D Bomdugransy. PoLeving-—os Y alwaye have—that cider was
Fiolioy, and His st e tba ‘bt TUNGION'S” intoyicating in' its' nature, I could ‘mot 860
Policy,'and his supporting the ‘pregent . coalition. the justice of permitting .o moiety of the -
govérnment, which gave rise’ to'the pension in c&mgmhi 3 per £ tg the S"t' 1o wa
question, was affirming” what Mr. Huntington’ desi a,ty oh_mp.nu acture the article. ‘we
bad disappraved of in 1850, and gave up £600 a: 9eSigned to prohibit—while ourlaw permitted .
year rather than consent tn.  After “this expla- others to d‘?‘ s0. - Ifwe did so l.egls%ate:—thg
nation he hardly expected his position could be Charge of ‘partiality might, with justicebe .
fairly compared to that of Mr. Wilkins.  preferred against the advocatesof Temperance, -
“Hou. ‘Bol. General—The explanation of the It istrue that s difference of opinion, as to -
hon. mertber for Yarmouth just proves thedruth the intoxicating nature of eider, did exist
of the argument I was sétting forth just now. Mv. onthat point, however,T'am incompetent to .
Huutington disapproved of the policy of the Go- Judge,—~Inever drank s bottle in my life, -
vernment, and therefore vesigned.  Mr. Wilkins Thh'dlfy—the us3, manuficture or sale of.
did approve of the policy ot the Government, and cider is’ rbhibite'i’ in the pledge of the Sona
therefore nccepted office to carry out what he of Tem ‘Emn . pb 'g £ that bod

. O P n ‘ 3 W
believed to be for the henefit of the country: < » to p X ¢ ; as a ;nem er ol that body
-« Hon Mr. :Johnston—Oh, yes!—we all under- .0 Préserve my .own' consistuency, I'_yoted>

stand the differencc—~the one.gave up £700.a [OF its exclusion by name. .
Thege, siv, - are, the simple reasons which

| year_for conscience sake~the other sold his party, ..
Tor £700. S IR \ .~ " dictated the course of conduet I pursued I -
“Mr. Comeau—1 voted againat this-pension.last . have made this ‘short. explanation  that my

ear. It was then anopen question, aud:the conduct may not: be - misunderstood by thosa .
ouse outvoted me and passed-it. We have: who take on 'interest in the Temperance
hebrd. of repudiation—1 do not wish to repudiate, oguge,. - - . - . - R L
and,] as the resolution’ passed last year, I suppese  -Hon. J. W. Johnston.—Before the question -
it-must go. IfL understand this “right, 1 don’t is-finally put—I beg leave to ‘make a. short
think it is a question of-pension, but a question: eXplanation. * It oc%asions me much sérrow

of partv; {hear}, and my reason - for supporting’ thzft" this ’ stion' should have ¢ s fw'
my party was the discussion we have ‘had lere I believe: ques_wn_‘s pulcl 1ave arisen— or
to-night,  Because, if L were to'desert:my, party, 7 - (Deueve that it will do 1nﬁn1te.1}arm.to the'
they would speak ol meas theyhave spoken ofi 62158 of Tempeyapce: The. position its ad-.
the hon. Pro. Secretary, and call me a traitor,.— Y0Cutes ocoupy in ‘this House at the present.
[Much laughter.]- But he has the advantage’ of : hour is humiliating ; divided into, two 8€C~ -
me--he can epeak-forhimeeliwuch better than | tions on a question which .I' cannot but be-
canlor mysell § andanoiber thing, he has got a . lidve-to be unimportant and unessentiali—.'s
good. berth, which.I do'not1hink I wouldget! if* Under these . circumstances I cin well’.a,p.l ,i
Ywere to join the other party.—[Roars of laugh<"" precinte the tone of triumph with . ivhich the .
L?.;]er herefore, Mr; Speaker, 1 mist' vote for Itxo%ﬁ Attorney Gﬁni'ail La,lh'zdedd‘thel‘ (g:her day &
et s 3t Lt i 07 e position which' I occupied. T fveover:!
oo v deed i She oo B 1o 3B OVEE i oxplonad o the Hove that”
g8 . oo veo 5070 the exclusion of cider by name is ‘1ot ‘necess"’
For the Motion.~Pro. ‘Becretary, Financial S21Y to preve;_xt 1};8,'Jmpox:(;a,txoz‘lq.Sn'lanu’fa.cﬁu\l:e,:ﬁ;
Secretary, Hugh Munrs, Attorney General, So. OF stle, provided it be Intoxicating, and if,. -
Jicitor General, Annand, Fuller, Shaw, Comeay, - DO} Intoxicating why prevent the. farmers . of
Wade, Bourneul, Chipman, P, Sm.th, T. Coffin, - this P rovince from manufacturing that wh h.
Locke, McLellen, Wier, Doyle, Esson, Fuiton, - is not Injurious or hurtfulin the least deguee
nxzimoc!ll‘. 161 r(&xibald‘, ggs ‘Cawpbell,"MdKinuon, - I cannot but conclude that the presentcourss * .
cQueen:—26. “. 7 “has be ted- i of. Tem<,
‘Xt?x"st:-‘-‘u der, Brown, Killam, Whitman,. ,hus b( by %dqpted by tl}e‘opponelnl,ts ‘Of"j omei
gaintt —iiyder, s Sliam, vman, . perance to! make us. ridiculous by -dividing
Thorue, Johnston; Beckwith, Moore, Young, temporance-men on this invidious unndessary::
Smith, Moser, Bent, M. '[. Wilkias, Holmés, and: paliry guestion. = - .0 L ideioe g sy
Murry, Marshal, John Munro,Creighton, Zwicks: ‘MII') B yk“q ith es ~'1 . "‘d h Yot A
er, Jost, Cumpb: 1, Cowie, Josiah/Cofim —23,. - ", ECKWIth exp ainea——he yo PS’;W?
;9 use adjourned. - . . ' . ‘mendmentbecause he believed that it carri
T'he House adjourned. iy i VoL toak s carT
o PR e o ougi the views of Temperance then. =~ =~ .° %
‘ " 8iturpdy, March 101852 - . M. Comesu moved that the question je;-
o Sr*m?m;’ M&rch;;O,ﬂlS,ﬁ&., , nqgilplit,ﬁwhich was negatived 20qto 28,70
ot Liquor Law. .. . ‘The. House went. into, Committee—passed .a .
- Hon ' Mr. Johnston moved that the Bill be - bumber. of minor Bills—~and adjourned . until’:
rocomittivted for fhie purpose of striking the 120%clockron Monday..~ .~ - .., . o
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the words excluding cider by name, * ' e
Mr. Fulton said:~I feel obliged, Mr. ¢. = - S e e
to make a few. observations, on the wubject, N * . MonpaY, Mareh 12.% %]

‘under, discussion..,. When .the, question was . ', Prohibitory Li Law.
Y, dis ) i D WA - e j v Liguor Law, .
 previous'y bgfoxl'eggle; H%“S&I ﬁyﬂt?d‘f?r ;the Hon MriJohnston moved a resolution that!/
Do To thig s couree. b e st by 44 Bill b r3forved biel to Commities; for (.
name. +IWAS - oy * purpose: ‘of stfiléixigj‘”qﬁ‘tgf}}the‘Woi;dé‘f“‘ihélhdii;‘g‘gfg o

i

three reasons.- First, it-appeared-to:me thatug oidet’s? {asithese words Were urtheodsbhivy s Giderat,

ithout that aniéndment:the*Billi wasiligble - Thnr iR g foating Meifip inolidedsin thy s
to muiseonistruction ;-aid (T felt'thint Weiwere- ! fofubuttad, of A0S iohsiss AL o OIS
‘bodnd it mske eletlty tHat/ Whighiby Buyiposs ) s o JALS RO twol Hioureite Gusshio

ogative,.as follows ;

© . sibility-could admit'of & doubt, . Becondly~ desided i the
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Ryder,- “t "Faolton,
“MecLellan, - Lincke,
Wilkins, Creighton,
Moore, =~ -: MeQueen, -
Marshall, - ‘Murtell,
Jaseph Coffin, Wade; -
Bent, ' E.son, .
J. Munra, Wier, -
" Zwicker, - Archibald,
Beckwith; " Comeau,
Thorne, Moser,
Jost, - 1", Cofiin, .
Shaw, Fuller,
Joha Campbell, MecKinnon,
Holmes, ~ - Solicitor General,
Johaston, Bourneuf,
Dimock, Cowie,
Brown, . . Pro. Secretary,
B. Smith, James Campbel,
Kiltam, - Fin. Secietary,
Murray, Aty Geueral,
Chipmun, H. Muanroe,
E. Young.—28, - H. Swyth,
o ’ Annand,.
‘Doyle.~—23,

Militia Law. :

Hon. Attorney General called ‘attention to
the Militia Law, -which was now. » hout to be
read a third time. ' Hes understood that the re.
coramendation not todemand fees far Commis.
sions, wus not concurred in by all the Commit-
tee ; but, it was thought, the foes ousht to form
aregimental fund. He was not going to rake
any motion on it, but called the attention of
the House to the fact. If the Bill
alteration would bé beyond our reach. .

Afier some conversition the Bill pasged, with
the undersranding, as'we thought, that the lees
piid on Commissinq? issued last year; were to be’

refunded: ~- * . .
" Mines and Minerals,
The House vesimed the consideration of this
subject. - T :

- Sy . . .

Hon. Attorney” General —Mr. Speaker—It is
not my jintention o dehate ‘this mauer at any
lenth,  Members aropid me ‘are alquiinted

with the whole question, because we have taken’

the preciutipon of printing both the Report and
the Protest against ity—rendering the ordinary
proseedirg of aebating the question at length
quite superfudus. Indeed, it is difficult to got
up a debate oh it, it has been so long discussed,
and the merits of the case ave so well known.—
1 shall content myself with meeting somie of tho
observations made by other houcorable members.
I do not think, Mr. Speaker, that the, reeeipts
in full can be considered conclusives because a
receipt in full, by law, is not conclusive' if it can
bo shown that there ‘was & mistake made in giv~
ing it.  Now, it wa$ known ‘ap the tune by the
Company, taough not by the Receiver General,
that - the Royalty on'the Slack Coal wag not paid
—tnd, therefore, this recéipt wis sifned. by him
in ignorance ‘of the fiet, The Asocidtion were
in possdgsiog of every informabion ; they knew
the Logisiature had demaaded it} a’y-r;”dbiﬁ‘fl_ 5
the people of thiis Gounbry wirs procéeding ¢
the supposition thit the Royalty had been
It is not denied that' thé Royalty: ha il
paid; it i3 nbt denied thut the Ak

ontitled to pay.it. . Neither oun 1t/ bs saidghist
therewas) ol thepartdiof: thoiGoy meﬁt,

suiTéndersonitl
- ferved do ¢ #h

o
3
K

Logialab

. might be somethin

© not always charge as

+ for all the liabili

pasged now, -

- to deprive' this House of

b4 P N
* Receiver General, to.be'

atigh Wei'd

@

- dence referred to, is but.a corfirmation -of: the
rights of -the -people of Nova Seotia to'the Roye'
elty, stipulated for in the lease under which they
Association -holds. When, :

_in 1849, £300, which had
year, it was no surrender of g legal ‘rightig
their favor, CL SR

It has been said that they have not agkeq &
higher price op the Coal,—hopin
ture would. not exact this R

gin this argu
lieve that the
high ‘prices
nk they hay
there is nothing in

been detainegd thap

oyalty. Thorg.
: ment, ifT could
bring myself to be Asseciation did
could afford. I thi
therefore,
Neither ha
the Shareholders have been ch
1849 and now; but if there
- principle: that g

e doe o, and,’
the argument,

anged ' between,
was, it -is a known
party buying stock, corges in
ties of the Com
o Committee reported in favor
of the Royalty, but the resoluti
at the instance of the hon. and
for Annapolis himself. It . g
therefore, tuat the House ook,
Legislature has never lost sigh
but have always been thwarte
support these resolutions,

+Ist. Because there k
our rights -
2d. Beecause there
“our right. |
3d. Because no
' ¢ompany. Sh
4th. Becaunse the company hag always placgd -
itself 1n antagonism.to this Legislatare, - <. -
Were it not tor the latter- fact, the Company
. would be entitled to the consideration -of thig.
Legislature; but, when we. finq tha: they are
" pressing for the-execution of new instruments, to
our injury, and th
of Nova Seotia;'and are b
grasp on all our minerals,

of the payment
onswere deferred
learned membey
anuot be maid,
no action,
t of the subject; .

d, or cpjoled, I
then,-—:- .

as been an affirmance of

5

never was a surrender -of

injustice will be 'doné the

olding -a tenacioug
how ¢
£3,000 whick they
s they do, a cloge mongu:
‘ Mineral ‘wealth, they eannot ex.’
peet to receive such & meed. of indulgence, geu
-nerosity, ‘and favor as is now .agked gf our
hands, e Coe e L
-After some conversation b
Secretary,’
McTellen, . , et T
Mr.-MoQueen said that-the debate had elicited:
all the facts and arguments on b
" would be useless for him to
grouad. He regretted that -t
been viewed more-with
of. the case, and - had be
the legal technecalities
struction of the Lenses; ‘the.proceedings of thé-
‘House, with refdrence’to the Royalty on $lig
“Slaek Coal, was, to say- the: least of them, very
“irregular: :Fur  the' year- 1850 they .had: ne
" groundsy whatever, in. demanding “the-Roynlty
and, 'tie- Yesolution. that passed. the Hstbe -
1851, he wag botind '

und to- believe, from' the ‘st
, ments-of- the Agent,
atall ‘bindin,

Justly owe. Holding;
poly of all our

versation betieen Messry, Pro,
Maxtin® Wilkins, Axchibald, apd

g0 over 'the ‘gimg
he-question had net'
reference to. the' justice
en less incumbered 'with

Was not-considéred by K
g, or as deciding tho question®lefy:
-by.the settlement botweon- Mr. Cunard asd:
decided by the Te;
ture; -and’ that .suoh decision’ had  nevr:
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Round and Slack Coal. In some.of the Seotch
Mines, for instance, 6d. per ton was levied 'on
Round or Screened Cual, and but 1 1-2d. on
Black, a Chaldron. He had also another reason,
which influenced him materially, that the pre-
sont copsumers of the Slack, who were the poor-
er classes and tradesmen, would have to buy at
the additional price that would be charged for
the article in consequence of the duty;—other
arguments, in which he concurred, and urged in
favor of this ecompromise, were within the recol-
lection of the House—as the transfer of stock
gince 1850-—the small amount of Slack Coal ex-
ported—ithe quantity that became useless on the
surface—and the additional advantage derived
to the public in obtaining the Coal freed from
the Slack or. dirt;—he wished to see justice
done to all partics as nearly as the circumstan-
oes and present disposition of the Counfry on
the question would perwit, and he would there-
fore move an Amendment to the Resolution be-
fore the House. in the following words :

¢ Resolved—That it is reasonable and just that
the General Mining Association pay Royalty on
the Slack Coal ‘shipped by them, in the propor-
tion which the valuo of that artiele bears to the
Round or Screened Coal; and thevefore, that the
Asgociation be called upon to pay a Royalty of
6d. curreney, per chaldron, for the Slaek Coal

-shipped hy them hetween lst. January, 1850,

and 31st. December, 1854, agreeably to their
Annual Returns, in full, to the latter date, and
that, henceforth, the same rate of 5d. currency,
per chaldron, be paid on all Black Coal shipped
by them.

Mr. Killsm—the Coal Mine question is a
plain question. The Association claim the
right to mine al} through Nova Scotia. The
Lease is thelaw under which we elaim the Roy-
alty. ' What more have we to do with it ? What
are we here for——to alter this law? I should
think not. The Lease says they shall pay; it
cannot be left to thiy branch of the Logislature
to say they shall not pay. They must-have
known that we cannot relieve them, A resolu-
tion of this House is no good for that purpose.
We may pass one, but the next House may eome
and ingist that they shall pay under the  Lease.
Your resolution, therefore, caunot relieve them,
—it would only embarass them the more. The
dispesition of the people of this Country is' to
keep tho Mining Association to their Lease as
long as they keep the people to it. They de-
prive the country of all benofit from these
Mines, and make us demand what they ought to
pay without our asking; and they dispute our
claim when we do ask, on the ground that we
did not ask before. The suggestion thrown ount
about the weasure ut the Mines being too large,
ought to be looked to; and I would not taks the
return of their officer, as to the quantity of coal
shipped, but would appoint an Inspector of our
own, to take care ol our interests. )

Mr. B. Smnith—I agree in sentimoent with the
hon. gentleman who has' last addressed you.
This is an old question; and yet, we find that
m 1855, it is as open as ever. The hon. mem-
ber for Colehester kns taken to himself, and de-
gerves, much crediv for diseovering' that the
Royalty on Slack Coals had not been paid; and
it must also be admitted that the Government
bave not exercised proper vigilance in carrying
out the wishes of thiz House, the consequence
of..whieh is, that we have nearly lost £1,000 .8
yooy, fur some years past; for, asiv was thought
in, 1802 that this momg; hati :beon paid, &5 is
aeve shaa Hioly that this mistabs. would have

<, o
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been continued, had it not been for the enqui.
ries of the-learned member for Colchester. ‘
Up to the year 1834, the Coals raised from
the Mines were not sifted, and the Royalty was
paid on all of it; but when, in 1834, the Com-
pany began to «ift the Coal, no Royalty was
paid on the Slack. In times past, sir, we have
heard soms very glowing pictures drawn in this
House about the improvidence of this grant;
and it was maintained that the Company had no
right to hold these mines and other minerals .of
the Province. We voted £500 to get an opinivn
from a lawyer of eminence in England, and that
was against us. The hon. and learned Attornay
Genaral thinks the case made out to procure
that opiniun was not a good case; and I dare
say, with his legal knowledge and penetration,
he could make out & much better one. But, I
believe, sir, no matter what goeshome, the same
decision will come back t6 us. I look upon the
Lease as a good one, and maintain that, as we
are bound by it, so are they; that, while they
work the mines, they ate bound to pay the
Royalty. It is contended, on our part, that the
Royalty should be two shillings Sterling, and
not Currency; but that point bas been secttled,
and I would not disturb it now. The Royalty,
however, should attach to Slack Coals. If they
chose to sift the Counls 1t i8no business of ours.
They sbould pay on all coals raised. I do not
look upon this as a matter of law, but in the
right of justice, as s Layman; and, if the Asso-
ciation have been relieved of Slack Royalty for
15 years, from 1834 to 1849, they ought not .
complain if we now resume our rights. If they
don’t like to pay the wmoney, let them give up
i:hke bargain, and let us mine Coals where we
ike, : oo
Hon. Mr. J6hnston had never understood that
the Company raised coals in the way spoken of

—~he thought so, but, on enquiry, learned that

they had not. ‘ co
Mr. Smith—I understand that, from 1828 to
1834, they raised coals without secroening them;
and, as they are very tenacious of their rights,
we ought to be as tenacious of ours.
‘Mr. Holmes—I can give the honorable mem.
ber some information on the point. At firsh the
Company raised coals without riddling them;
but, after they understuod ths article would sell
better in a foreign market after screening, they
resorted to thab process. Now, sir, until withis -
a year or two past, it is a fact that 'very little
of the Slack Coal was shipped; but it was cou-
sumed, principally, by blacksmiths, and neigh-
bors around the Mines. The culy effect of ex-
acting the Royalty will be to increase the piice
te these poor pecple, who now get it at about
six shillings a chaldron. It has been said that
the Company have done & great deal of good-
That, sir, is indisputable. Neither the Govern.
ment nor the people of this Provinee could have
opened the works that have becn so successfully
prosceuted; and with so much ‘benefit’'to the
Province. The Company do not object to pay "
Royalty on the Slack Coal—what they object'to.
is, going back, and paying on [that for which
they had not provided. By insisting~ on thie .
Royalty in this comparatively useleds article
you. only raise the price of it ‘on* your own '
people, and that will not do much good to the -
country, e
After various explanations between Megara.” .
Martin I Wilkins, Hon, Mr, Johunston, Arhi~" .
bald, and MoLellon,~ " ..
My, Martell contended thet Boy
b0 pald ba sandy, B duiy op e
e A VO I 4

SN
¥ “i‘(;‘,
L%

. At
- \ -
B




Miron 12, 13, & 14, 1855.
emall. The hon member for Picton telfa us
what t3e Association have done for the coantry
—he cught to have gone a little further, and
told us what they have. done for thernselves,
They came here without invitation, and have
conducted the business to sait themselves,
Would any compiny, under the control of the
Provinee, have dared to keep vessels waiting at
the Port of Sydney, 6, S, or 10 ireeks, for- car-
goes? Would they have to wait, when there are
coals all over the Province, if ‘other mines were
allowed to be opened? They are like the dog in
the manger; they will neither open mines them-
gelves, nor allow others to open them. They
even place our own people at a disadvantage to
foreigners, in thesale of coals; and I'must not’
be told that 1t is becausd foreigners engage car-
goes by wholesale. Some of our own people
have offered to take 10, 15, or 20,000 Chaldr ns,
on as fuvorable terms as they are sold to Ameri.
eans, but they wore refused; and'are p'aced ona
more disadvantageous footing than citizens of
the United Sra.teq. A proposition has come .
from the Isie Madame to'open a Mine. How is
that to be? Will this Assoeiation tell the Com-
pany. t) go.on, and work 1t? No! they will not
do that, because it wili enter into competition
with theirs., . L

The monopoly enjoyed by this Association,
Mr. Speaker, is crushing down the inddstry, and
hampering. up the commerce of Nova Scotia,
We should do all we esn to throw its weight' off
our shoulders, This Royaly should be exasted
to the last farthing—it should be paid on the
Slack as weil as the Round ; for they cannot
raise the Round withoiit the Slack.. I shall vote
in favor of the Resolutions.

After an anecdote from Mr. McLellen, and se-
veral exp'anations, the question was puton Mr.
MeQueen'’s Amendment, which was negatived as
follows:—

Esson,

Bent,
Murray, Comeau,
Ryder, MecKinnon,
Jost, Locke,
dJoseph Coffin, E. Young,
Zwicker, Sol. General,
- Beolzwith, T. Coflin,
oore, H. Munro,
J. Munro, Faller,
Thorne, MeLellen,
John Camphell, James Campbell,
Cowie, Fin. Seoretary,
Johnston, Fulton,
Holmeg, Martell,
Wilkins, ier,
Marshall, Shaw,
MoQueen, ‘Dimmock,
Brown,—18, Biurgeaf, -
Pr.. Secretary,
Archibald,
+ Attorney General,
. Mosher,
Killam,
B. Smith,

R o , Chipn’ma.nu..‘-%. -
The original resolution then passed 27 to
18~and the Hou:eadjoprned. o
..., TumspAY, March 18, 1856,
| *Chhxﬁé’égy’coﬁft;‘ )
Hon. Attoriey Géneral sovéd.-tho Tsesind -
teaditig ofithe bill foriakolishingithe Court:of
Chancery 5 and explained the nature of the
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proposed change and stated the government
ﬁx;oposed to give to the present master of the |

lsa retir ng allowance of £450 op £180
more than the sum paid to the retireq Judges
of the inferior Courts of Common Pleag,

Mr Marshall. - The Hon, Attorney Gene-
ral gives no answer to the Petition I'laid on
the table some time since frm J udge' Halli.
burton asking lesve to retire from the Bench
Wwith the pension of £300 which he enjoyed
previously to his once accepting a seat there
—he having been one of the J udges of the [n-
ferior Court. ‘ ‘

Mr. Holmes thought if J udge Halliburton
retired and the ‘master of the Rolls were
placed on the Supreme Court Bench asaving -
would be effected of £150 for the pension
broposed to be paid to J udge Stewart exceed-
ed that sought by Judge Halliburton by  t#at
sunmr, - ‘ b

Mr. B. Smith did not intend to oppose the
Bill—but thought the cheapest mode of efe
f?icting the proposed change should be adopt-.
ed. ‘

After some further
dropped. r L

Hon. Attorney General laid on the table of
the House & memorial from Mr. White setting
forth his claims to g retiring allowance—and
the House adjourned. :

remarks the discussion

e —

 WEDNESDAY, March 14, 1855,
Schoeol Districts, Annapol;s.‘

The house inet at 12 o’clock. * N
Hon. Mr. Johnston moved the house into Com.
mittee for the purpose of taking up the bilj for
dividing the county of ‘Annapolis ihto 2 schaol
districts. ‘ o
Hon. Mr. Johnston “proposed that instead. of
dividing the ca"un.ty across the Anngpnl"’s;rﬁrgr, )
it should Le' divided by the river, forining a
northern and southefn distriet,  © - o
Hon. Attorney General epposed the motion,
It was a material alteration in the bill, ‘as read
belove tle sessiong, o a o
Mr. Whitnan would rather take the bill a8
read betore the sessions, than not get it ut all,
Hon. Mr. Juhnston explained that it would be
much more convenient 1o make the, river the dj~
vision line between the districts, because in.many
placee it was difficult to crosg it especially from
Bridgetown to the estuary of the river, .
Mr. Wade opposed: the alteration suggested.
Several members took psrt in the cony rPation,
Mr. Wade moved that the bil] be.referred 10:a
Select Commiuee, He had received  letters
against the bill, .. oL o
Mr. Whifman—The meaning of that ig.(hat it
i8'to be deferred till next session. - This bill pas
been agreed to by all the members;. and the gnity
opposition I know of agains: it i3 that of .the
Chairman of the present ‘Board, who does :not
want two districts, because he cannot’be Chaira
man of both. et s
Mr, Wade—There is & memorial on’ the table
of the house against this bill, anqu‘ﬂlrxévgjgéﬂe‘j;v‘gn}
private letters of the s nature:  There 18 1y
reason wliyan - inquiry ‘shéuld’ nai be "institufed
before a Committee. ~ = . i AT
“ Mie Witk aiid hiog, “J + Wi Jolitistdycon= -
tehazue.*tﬁaai»’fhgw@asgnﬁmm'gtwainq&ifé‘:?ﬁ&aﬁ?
they were opposed to a Commiyee. " " o
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Hon Atty. General admitted the necessity for
a division of the county into 2 schaol districts;
buc did wot approve of the alterations proposed.
He was nstonished that the motion fora Commit-
tee shonld be resisted,

Mr. Whitman—And I am astonished that the
Attorney General shuuld endenvor to myatify thig
matter.  The bill on the table js precicelv the
same bill that was rend a1 the sessions——wn
would like to have the amendment if we could;
if'we cannot get it we will take the bill as jt is.

The motion to recommend the house to vefor
the bLitl toa Special Committee, passed on a di.
vigion 21 1o i8.
~ The bill was therefore lud aside for the pur-
pose of such recommendation.

Harbor Masters,

Mr. Smith moved the takingy up of the bill
giving to the sessions in each County the ap-
pointment of Harbor Masiers,

#fter a_long conversation, Darticipated in by
Messrs. McLellan, Holmes, Killam, Cowie, and
others, .

Mr. McLellan fmoved in amendent
o exempt all vessels not euteiingithe harboy of
Maitland :

Mr. Smith—The bill gives the 8eesions pewer
to fix the limits of the harbor. 1 rather think
this 1s eomething like the proviso moved  last
year by the hon. member to the Militia bill—
whereby he deprived the adjutants of pay for do-
ing a large amomnt of duty, and’ rendered the
whole bill inopernuive,

The ameudwent was negatived by a large ma-
Jority. ‘

Dartmouth Morals 2jlj,

Hon. Mr. Johnston moved to take up the bill
for giving the eessiong hower to " appoint constian
bles ta keep the peace, &e. He explained that
though the bili wns a genoral one, it was peculi«
arly necessary for the [reservation of the pablic
peace and worality ju  Dartmouth, especially on
the Sabbath, when' that town was subject to an
nflux of visitors. ‘
B The bill passed, and after the Passage of some
ather unimpor tant bills, the Cowmittee rose, and
the bills were rezorted,

Annapolis School Districts,

On the bringing up of the bill for dividing An-
napalis county 1o 2 school districte, recom.uend.
ed (o be referred to a Select Committee,

Mr. Whitman moved a resolution 1o the effect
that there was no inquiry tor a Speeial Commit.
tee to make; and the reference to a Commitee
atthis Jate period of the session would be tanta.
mount 16 the rejection of the bill,
~ The resolution passed by the fullow?ng divie

810N S~
For—Zwicker, J. Coffin, Wilking, Killam,
More, Jolin Campbell, Jost. Creighton, Marshall

Bent, Juhn Munro, Thorne, Mosher, Beckwith,
Muriay, Cowie, Whiunan, Holmes, Johnston,
B.éﬁmilh’ Ryder, Browy, E, Young, P, Smyth.
© Against—Locke, Wade, T. Coflin,
Fulton, Martel), Wier, Jas, Campbell,
McLelian, McKinnon, Shaw,
General, Annand, Chipman,
son, Fuller, Doyle,—20, ‘
The hill therefore sinod recommitied, and the
house udjourned for an hour, - ‘

Death of Mr, MeDougal,
0 resuming,
The hon,
- Mr. Speaker, I rise to anuouace t¢ the house the

Comeau,
Bourneuf,
Dimocek, Atutorney
F. Secremry, Es-

I
Ay ERI .

BILLS, &

a proviso -

not be received. ,You

Altorney General rose and gajde -
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death of the hon. 'Alexander McDougal, a mem<
ber of the Legislative Council, It s usual on
such occasions that a resolution should pass such
as I"hold in my hand; but I may remark sir,
that Mr. McDaugal hag peculiar ‘claims to the
respect and regard of this house. He was long a
member of this Assembly—respected and esieem.
ed by all who knew hin here—a man whom [
have been happy for nany years to reckon among
my peisonel and political friends—a man of fine
poetic taste, cultivage iniellect, and mild and -
offensive wanners. [ beg sir, to move us fol
Iowgsem— ‘ ‘
Resolved—That this house will attend the fu- -
neral of the late hon. Alexander MeDougall, late
a member of whe Legislative Council, and that
the Speaker of this house be requested (o com-
municate the foregoing .resolution to the Presi-
dent of the Legislutive Council. !
Hon. Mr. Johnston seconded the
which passed unanimously, ,
The house then adjurned.

R

THURSDAY, March 15, 1855, .

A number of Bills including the act to en.
large and amend the New Practice Act were
passed through Committee,

Mr. Marshall Reported from the Fighery
Committee, ‘

The Ilouse went into Committee of supply
and passed thirty five resolutions—granting
various sums of money—and the House ad-
Jjourned.

resolution,

——— :
Fripay, March 16, 1853, .
Funeral of Mr. McDougal, ’

The house met at half-past two to-day, and at.
tended in a body the funeral of the fate honorae
ble Alexander McDougal, after which the houvse
immediately adjourned 1il) 11 o’clock to-mor-
row,.

W X
SATURDAY, March 17, 1855,

The House was en gaged all day in“rece’iving
the Reports of Committees, o

MoxDAY, March 19, 1858
Division of County of Halifax,"

Mr. Essen rose and said— My Speaker I hold
in my hand three petitions, which I this morn«
ing received from Musquodobioit.  The first is
one of great importance, and will, I awi sure, re-
ceive due attention frows this hovse. T ‘regret,
sir, that these petitions have been delayed (o
such o late period of the geesion but, vir, agl
have always received fair, full, and satisfactory
altention from thiy house for any measnre I have
had the honor to introduce, I feel satisfied the
samz courtesy will be extended in this inatance,
The pe:ition, sir, is to divide the county of Hali.
fax . o et

Hon. Speaker—I bheg pardon for'interrupting
you, Mr. Esson, but must remind you that the
subject is entirely local; and, therefore, accords
ing to the rules of the house,  the petiLions cane.

had “bguex"‘* svithdra
them, T e .

J Mr.fEsson—Well, sir,.l}aeh‘omd;\: Srtain
the Jlust man to interfere with'the rules

‘
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Mircm 19, 1855.  HALIFAX COUNTY—UHANCERY.

distinetly state that sconer or later, something
must be done, and if my opinion bad not been
confirmed before the present road scale, which
wy hon. colleague and myse!f have just finished,
that alone would sho® me that a divisina or in-
crease of repregentation is necessary. Why, sir,

look at the map gpon your wall—showing the

sounty ol Halifax to be nearly oue-fifth of the
Province, and only two represeatatives outside
the township limits! although our townehip col-
leagues are, a8 I inust say of every member in
this house, disposed to give every assistance, for
which siry whether 1 occupy this position in a
new house or not, I trust they will accept this
acknowledgment—ryet, gir, it 1s due to tkis coun-
ty, both on the score of estent and of popuoa-
tinn, that itshould bz divided into two counties,
with an increase of representation. It the pe-
titions are excluded by rule, siv, I shall much re-
geet it, bat must reiuctantly submit to the riles of
the house, ‘

The Speaker decided that the petition was a
local vne and could not be presented.

M¢. Esson had other petitions oo the subject
of assessment, &c.; he should be sorry it they
could not he presented.

'The Speaker—The same rule applies to them.

Hon. Attorney General remarked that the sub-
ject matter of these petitions was conscantly press-
mg upon him, For instance, in the county of

Halilax 1t was a fact that the people of St. Mar-,

garet’s Bay, of Musquodoboit, and of other ont-

fving parts of the connty paid no taxes, hecause

they were not represented in the Government of

the country,  The same difticulty had begun to

operate in his own county, (Inverness.)
Chaucery.

The house went into Committee on the Chan-
cery bill:— ,

Mr. Martin I Wilkins said:—This bill propo-
sna Lo transler all equity jurisdiction to the Su-
preme Coort. 1 do not believe that court can
discharge the business. 'The Chancery Court,
#0 far, has given satisfaciion. True, the ex-
penses of the Court have been complained of,
and if its jurisdiction is transterred to the Su-
preme Court, I believe that Court will beas loud-
ly assailed. 1belisve that for- one suit now
brought in Chancery, there will be tea in the Su-
prewe Court—that everything distasteful between
ane man and aaother "will be made the subject of
fiigation, and the expenses will at last be found
to be ten times greater. All business will be
brought to Halifux; for the judges go singly to
the eountry 3 scarcely a case will arise that will
not be appealed from, and.the consequence will
he that we shall never be able to geta:decision in
the chuntry—gvery cause will ‘have to be argued
in the capital, at an eaormous cost to the coun-
ry. 1 calculate that every case -where a rule
Nisi is obtained will cost the parties from £50 to
£100. Then, agaio sir, the bill provides for
pensioning the Master of -the Rolls.” T'look upon
him as one ol the most competent judges we have
in the land.  He is most capable of discharging
the dutiessof a judge of either Court; and there-

fore, to pension him is only to extract so much -
money fiom 'the pockets' of the people’ uijustly

and unlawfully, ~ A petition has been presented
by Mr. Justice Haliburthn, setting forth- that ‘ng
he ie gettiny too old and infirm to discliarge the
duties of a judge; and that, inasmuch as when
the inferior courts were abolished," (very impro-
perly in my opinign) and the judges 'were petis
sioned, he wak smong the vaaibers sind " tha( by
*he aoceptanon of & wear on/the Nuprems Court
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Bench he har saved the country £300 a year :
after 14 years service he ashs the Legislature
to restore him his pension.’ He is well extitled
to it on the higher ground -that bodily infirmiiy
unfits him for the duties of a judge; and it that
pension were restored and the Master of the
Rolls placed on the Supreme Court Bench, that
would be at least.a saving of £100 a year. : But
as regards the Master of the Rolls, T am against
persioning .him altogether. Nothing can he
more impolitic than to pension a public officer.in
good bodily health, and of souud and vigatous in-
tellect; for the moment you hegin to pension
them, there seems tu be something . that makes
then live longer. (Laughter.) Look at the pension
to Migs Cox—it has beeq on the Civil List as
Inng us I can remember; ihete is something ina
pension decidedly conducive to longevity; :‘she
mast have been pensioned from her -mother’s
womb; and she will never go to her mother
earth. (Roars of laughter).. R
Hon. Attorney General briefly explained: The
question was well understood—he moved the firat
clause. . '
Hon. Mr. Jobnston—The subject is one of a
good deal of intricacy—it opens a large’field for
inveetigation. It has engaged the minds of men
accastomed to treat of jurisprudenee in the mo-
ther country.  The question does not come be-
fore us as a walter.in which we have any choice.
If it came before us for the first time—as to whe-
ther we ehould introduce a Chancery Court, the
jssue would be entirely different, "I should' say it
would be better to commence the jurisprudence
of the country without the compléxity of Chan-
cery proceedings. 'We are not, however, in that
condition; but we are lo decide having a Chan-
cery Court in existencé, whether it would bé ad-
visible to abolish "it—whether any feasible plan
can be adopted as a’ eubstitote,  The differcnce
does not so much exist in the Courts, butin the
fundamental principles characterising the twd
systems. We have hiad Chancery proceedings
in this cenntry since its first settlement; and'1
have come to the conclusion "that it’ ie desirable
to amalgamate the two systems, if it wer¢ posii-
‘ble.  The difficuity 'arises becaiise” the (wo’sys-
tems have been practiced revacately.” It is im-
possible 1o’ amalgamate them without condidera-
ble inconvenience. This difficulty is'iucident to
any changé; and in making the importanttrand-
fer now before’ us, ‘Wéfmust take “care that'every
classof cases are provided for, 4nd' that na’ indi-
vidual will suffer in’ his just'rights by our legishi-
tion, ‘[The hon: gentleman illustrated his’ drgi-
ment by reference to the decision of'the Master
of the Rolls'on a Will.]’ ' He counsidéred" thie
‘ Masler of the Rolis compétent to’fill a sedt-on the
‘beneh of the: Supreme Court; and said that e
iiitended to support’ the principle of the bill:"
Hon. Solicitor General made sdine éxplanations, -
alter which the house adjournéd (o¥ anihour.
O resuming, the aflternoon was 8pént’iré going
throngh ' the various‘clavses of the bill, all of
which, except ‘those for grauting pensions, pags-
ed through, with very teifling’ debitel The'pens '
' smmpgﬁclé\psea weré laid aside -till to-marrow. -

Sta o b FCR SR DRI TS S P o
. Officiai Papers, &c., . .

‘Hon. Altorney' Geéneral liid on the table a Jdist ~
of cash-advances -from the ‘Treasary-during:the
‘past yeéar; also, the:report of thie Buperintendent
of ‘Education for the enstern part‘ofthe:Province.

- Hon, Provincial - Becrafuryy by command,: laid
on thétable ofthe Hoiise thie “ veport:of the.Com-
enidsioners for eregting W Nariial Bchovls b
g N P R b eyl i (T
: 4 t@miaa%@gﬁm 417 §xpenies
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hcuérédinﬁroéécuting and _def_e&ding the case of
Nicholas H. Martin, reported in part. The re-
port was received and adopted.

Tuespiy, March 20, 1855.

‘Mr, ‘Wade moved that a Committee bo ap-
jgginﬁed'to_éonéidé&: ‘the correspondence laid on
ho tdble' oo the 30tk January last, relating to
‘the>1#hnsfér; to' Colonial Officers of Custons, of

daties 'pré“ri'%)ilsl};'performe‘d by Imrperigl Officers

R A I

[ S B TP

of'Customs, "2+

>~ Phe ‘freSblution ~passed * ubnnivously, and
“Miedxrd ”Wﬁt{s*,f'w‘ilkiné’imd ‘Annand, were: ap-
‘poififed & Colmmirtee for that purpose. ©

* "TheChaticery Bill was' takenw up. -~ '

“ My, Matshall gaid he ‘intended to move a reso-
‘Ttion ‘which' he held in his hand, in amendment
bo‘tertatri'tlauses of the Bill. The Government
had not submitted the ccrrespondence which had
taken plaee with the present Master of the Rolls,
in’ relation 'to his willinguess to serve on tho
Bench of the Supreme Court; no other course
wag left to him, (Mr. M.) than to oppose the
Jmeasure ; not that he opposed its principlo, but
‘bécause he differed as to the mode of carrying it
‘out., He should lay the resolution on tho table
-——Aas & notice. ‘ \

Hon Attorney General—I presume, if the
hon. member for Guysborough desircs informa-
tion, that he will adopt the usual course—move
his ‘resolution as an independent motion, and
.discuss, it on its own merits. To introduce it in
opposition to any elause of the Bill, would be to
offer opposition to a measure, with the principles
of which he professed t¢ coincide, ‘

" Mr. Marshal—A prineiple bay be sound, and
yet be worked out in such a way a$ to make it
deleterious, rather than beneficial in its tenden-
.cies. T am prepared to oppose the Bill, if pen-
-siong are to be needlessly foisted on the country,
junder i, . 0 ‘
+ Hon. J. W, Johnston—Surely the hon. and
learned Attorney General bas not forgotten that
this information was asked, and the reply was,
that, the Goyernment did not intend to give it.
The ;course ‘adopted, then, by my hon. friend
from-Guysborough, is perfectly correct, and al-
together , justifiable, under. the circumstances ;
he belieyes that the machinery of the Bill be-
fore the House might be improved and rendered
less expensive, if the Master of the Rolls were
xewoved to, the Supreme Court ; the Govern-
-ment; after holding, correspondence with, that
functipnary, refuse to send it down or. to alter
measpres. Should my hon, friend be’ required
to support & Bill under such cirtumstances? -

Hon. Pro.. Seéretary—Our | inquiry, on this
subject, is,confined ty a- very minute point—Iet
ue gonsider i, . The usage—long established—
-of this;House, is, for any hon. gentleman, desi-
.zous of obtaining information fiom the Govern-
ment, to_1ay & resolution, as a notice, on iho
-tahle, respecting it., If. the information can be
given, it is brought’ down—if mot, the notice is
either debated, or no further action is taken on
it. In this'instahee ho such résolulion was laid

.
'

ron the'table—-no formal notice.was given to the -

+Government——and:yet au hon. meinber, who had
“it in his power.to pursue the.proper course for a,
. month or upwards, and; neglects to,.do 80, -comes
. .3u af.. the last moment—complains that the Go-
«wernment have not submjtted. the Anformation—
and movesan: amendment, to,the whole. Bill, in.
=sonsequence,... But,.sir, the Master.of, the Rolls
is en independent Judiclel oficoimmbith nok ing-
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wore. I have yet to learn that he is fo be con-
sulted before we act~—that his sanction must he
bad, before this House can decide whether heis
to be pensioned, or transferred t6 the Supreme
Court. Sir, I do nob conceive that his sunction
or acquiescence are watters of the slightest mo-
ment, B
Hon. Sol. General—The measure, under. dis.
cussion, should be separated, entirely, from
Judge Ilaliburton’s peusion; thatisa matter,
per se, upon which this [louse may, or may not,
deem it wise, at present, to decide. Bus, sir,
let it not be said that the present Governwent
are given to withholding informnation. . That i
not. the case. The fate of the Cabinet led by
the hon, and learned member for Aunnapolis
would deter them, it they were not actuated by
@ higher purpose, and animated by dilfercat
principles.  But, sir, the hon. and Jearned mem-
ber for Aunapolis knows well, that thero is a
cluss of intormation of & personal—a delieate
charaeter—which no Goevernment, withgut vie-
lating their duty, conld wake public; and, if a
Government is unfairly pressed, it is their duty
to refuse to subwit 1t. The hon. niember for
Guysborough has moved his resolution without
asking for the information in question—ivithout
giving the Government tiwe to aseertain whe-
ther they could, with propriety, lay it on .tho
table; and his resolution is moved in atnend-
.ment to the Bill. A counrse so unparliamentary,
8o unfair, cannot—nay, will not—>he sunctioned
by this House. , .
Myr. Marshal—Tho argument of the hon. Sol.
General might be all very well, were it not thal
he has forgotten how often this infurmation has
been required of the (fovernment. I made no
demand of the Grovernment, but simply exercised
my right 83 a member of thiy House——und asked
for inforwation, which, I perceive, 1. aw. not
very likely'to get. The hon. gentleman .must
rot say that this course .is unprecedented; it
ey be that no formal request way ande, in
writing; but yet the query was put to the Go-
vernment, and a negative answer returncd. . He
must not suppose that we, untrammelled by.offi-
c¢ial harness, are to take for granted everything
the Government say; when we vequire informa-
-tion, the dazsle of no p-sition, however elevat-
-ed, will prevent cur seeking it. -Rut, 1{ soems
‘that  this is deemed a party . move ;. such is not
.the case; and, if the Government are prepared
to coosider the propriety of- submitting the in-
formation sought, 1 am willing tv withdray, the
resolution. T R
. After some further discussion, the House ad-
Jjourned until 3.0'clock. . Ca
On resuming- . .. CLe ey
- The Hon. Altorney General stated that, as the
bon. mewber for Guysborough Lad consonted to
-withdraw his resolution, he would inforni, the
House that tho Mustor of the Lolls had 1timat-
ed his willingness to' aceept either a geat on,the
Bench-or a Pension; but that the .Communies-
tions 'between 'the Master of - the Rolls and the
Head 'of the Government were negxly all of a
private and .confidential nature, and therefors
-could: not be submitted, b e
_Mr. Comeau gave motice that, when sfho
amonnt of the pousion came to be considered,lie
.should move that it be reduced 4o £300 per gn-
nua. - et P e eaed
o A very lengthy discussion, ensued—in w iich
the Hon, Mr. Johyston, Mesers, Wilking,, i

i YRR

shal,.B. Smith and Holmes, advosht

¥, B
Lo tho fi-
«s’}.%

k:0f, the Master of (ho, Rolls fo__ the'
Geiins Benoh) wme&gém& éggédééﬁ’ iy
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Attorney zmd Solicitor Generals, Messrs. BBDJ&~ “hed objection .to placing Lhe Masten oflthe Rolls .
min Wier, Wade, Annand, and othiers. .~ Ton the Bench,,waa, that it would per anenﬂv“m— )
The House adjourned Wlthout. commg to any ‘crease from five to' six, and that his” presenca on
dcusnon, . L . the Bench would gpeate discord mstead ot pr’omot-' g

o A " ing harmony. : ’

e wir. H;))meslz was a{\{erse to’ pensmns Th 1

" member for Clare ba voted, last year;.againsta

WEDNESDAY, March 21, 1854 ;;ensmn to Mr. Mnrals——-rhls year he’ votegd injts’

‘ avor—that was £300 (ost to’ the countr . Pro- ‘_

Reg:stry of Siups ‘ v.\bxy, ‘the hon. member wou!d vote for t]{xé, also, )
—only showing that, while the ﬁrst dot‘}nward',
step is_hard, the second and third, comé more"
easily. . o L
™, Zwicker—Thére has Beg' a great deal of

argument’ on the subject.”’ T'do not, know ‘mu c'h !

about Courts—never been brought into ‘one” b n‘fﬁ“’

ward to have om vessels measured. differently jile—hope Inever shiall. " X'ihink’ ‘ihis dnscusm’ ,“‘f}.
fiom the ships of (mnzula dnd (:reat Bnmm. ig e hdrplng too much” on ‘one  strit fgu,m Th,.,”

The Bill pussed. question i§ ramed——-shall there’ be’ five OFx e‘ﬁ(

Statute Labor, . B Judge;"! leo not thmk the;lt quest:ﬁgg grlséém‘}t‘

The - all. ” Five Judges are endiigh, and 1f Judge. Hall: ;
B S o O o s reonc oty o Ui

Vs Ly "“
was necvssiry. - The Act of last Session had set it would be the hest conrse. 1 thmk it, ae?esaa e"
ihe whole subject adrift, Very lew hadt per-

10 abolish’ the Court of Chancery—~al! Céu jes thi
can be as well settled in'the Supreme nurt, Pros,
:'(’;:2‘;: their Seatute Labor, in his pait of ‘the 2y 4 you pension a Judge whp says hé i incoms’
v Killaun, Mr, Shaw, the hon. Speaker, My, petent to perlori. hig duties; and render thi- %e'i({’h
Martin L. lekms, and others spuke oo the Bill eﬂ;}"'e"; blii ‘l))‘ailnng m‘d:;;htelmf:;é&g:rtge DR
after which it was referred to a Special Comamit- ‘(‘: o :"' uld be ornament 1o
tee consisting of Messrs. B, Smith, Mclellen Dl\lr;r;l)\’iﬁ’lbfw-l ,'m surprlaed to, hear gentlemen
:): Bff:y(;' l)R’dpu'rt"'[';ertlgr?"pe"’ asa Speciul talking,_ against pensions in’ cne breath, and’ want
-Ommitee 1 rep ) © ' 1o pension Judge Haliburton in Lhe next. “1'once’”
Slack Coal. had sometbmg to do with Chancery where_ lhere
was a property with £260 on it, and £290° .
into, Court. I have ever since been WQndeunu '
what has become of my change—-whose pOcket :t‘
had dropped ‘into—where it has_goné., X'di ; pw

Huouse went tito Committee on Bills.

The Bill providing for the Registry of Ships
was taken upy

Mre. Martin I Wllkms advocaied lhe old
easureniel ’ ' ‘

Hon. Sol, General said it would be wxy awke

The Legislative Council having, b‘y- messngé,
whed 4 Conference, by Commiitee, with this
tfouse, on the general state ol the Province, and
snid Comamittee havieg bzen uppumtul the hon. el w
Pro. Becretary neponvd that the Couacil desired ', %’(ﬁ:’ﬁ %tesggir;:éni:lvlhi‘nz[e“:?:‘:)atl?ed?e dust 3
1 know the reasons:which induced the House to . onbwebs bo has beon” accustgomed t handla in lh’g

. ‘[‘;\4‘:\?“{1};;“? £3,000, Royalty on Slack (Jo«ls. Gourt of Chiaricery: - Jl;.ldges are hutgan‘ ben;xge an -
] r i
‘ . q . well ug other men; an although 1 do not-charge -
nuM:h u‘nl::xt;‘g ll[lx) xvﬁtuuisdt:;:t easﬁf:.sons Why“ “the’ Judges of - *the)Supreme Court with allowing

My Lj{), g1 u%ove that commanication”be theit political feelings to ‘Wwarp’ theirjudgiients:-*

i ; ‘5‘ nsideredd . yet | would ‘not ‘consent to pmtma—anotheﬁludge~
nu;;wefv;/eti 0‘1“;‘:[:7:]% Why yeu el ot be there }:m the’ i‘?lne pohlucgi elgf daé the® tmé;o;;njf

r — now, there.’ e people do 'rioy’ desire it, and a

astonished at this.. It was d’very comical reso- Jlarge miajority of t{,’e geople of- Nova- Scdt:a'woa*d
lation you se"‘“(’”‘“ reguar pl)?zler.—-{Lanah- have a ‘right 10 ‘be dissatisfied if" Mri ‘Stewdpt:

ter,} - ‘ were placed on the: Supreme Oourt’Bench.. “Tam'
Court of Chancery - satisfied, thereforel. to pension’ “him and tlet -Him:

o " retive from publiclifel "0 bl w ot i

House -mumed Cornmittée. " ‘Mr. -Beckwith~This Bill: is -not 10" Jéssén ‘the-

Hon, Pro. Secretary said that - ”“5 wag 2 ‘79’}’7 expenses ot ‘aw, bot to increage” thém.' ‘R widh
i nportant subject. 1L -was now the.general 0pi- . the  buginess' of  the" country " tofbe*seirfed in® e
nion that the Uhancery business” should be trang- country. -I will vote agaifigt: he pensmn” ARiiLE
erred to the Courts of-Common Law; and “the - .iMr. Fulton—We' are'bat ‘giving My Stewidrt
~9lan was - reasonable enough;..for, whils in Eog.. £400 a year-instead of "£700] thieréby: hkifiga’
lawd the Judges were b|o\"€‘5, we had heie. Judges - saving of £300 a year. The alteration-will 'not
snough, and thev had abundance of leiswe. The give much: more ‘work/ta’ the Judged.of: the Si-
veneralle Chief Justice was ag able.and as, indug~ | preme Court.:. It is only:because:1Jook sipodithe:
rious us any ol'thewn; and il the: voices of ‘the:; Capuit of Chancery :as doomed, thidt Iwvote forghey
|t")|1|£ of Nova Scotia. were taken, he behevedu pens:on~for 1 hold -that pensions - aughtxﬁnly,be
b IBY would vaie that he should be renewed in his.- given in such :cases. If; howeVer,: you:pension-
vuth, like the *eagle, 1I, then, the J“dges at., Judge Halibirton, you: eptabhsh,sufon;pthe‘ first s
Jresem on the Bemh were sufficient for . ‘the | time, the principle:of. 'pemlomng;.thedudges ofit
work of the country, the pdssmg of, the.. presents the Supfeme. :Covrts-dndathdt-principle oncesgas
Bill would be a clear saving of :£300 a.year., The, . tablished;your willhave. enoughi:to do;si AIlMiha-
hoo. and learned member for Annapolis, with the . othiers would :he. . entitled- td insk ofde spa
geatlemanly spirit and pmlmcal cotirtesy for whnch whetiever they:  soughit for:.ease and- ietregﬁenﬁggsgx,q ‘
‘518 was remirkable, nsinvated thag the friends of My, Marjhalle~That pnnczple,,:l presnine, ipens: .
this Bill were not so much: artuated by publvc in~ : gioned . My, 5, Mortis, who swas. a“godd&oﬁoermo{

1

Lerests as-, by personal ambition;; it was. Just:poe-.. make: ropm.; for enewho:was: his inferioryimerely:
~ sibls that, they might;be-as. ambmon : for thg «pnrpose ‘of patchmgrup a"krwkety}ﬁomhe.
and: learasd; membel A R R b % el

himselt~bug
Hon. . ,Pro. Secr &ary concludedx ,

‘
[

usigos;:
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Cumberland, [Mr. Fulton,] whether he does not
cousider we ought to pension Judges? Ought we
retaia. them in office, no matter_what their infic-
mities? Did we not pension Ju®e Monk? You
pension no Judges:—what was the rosult with
Judge Blowers? Did he not hold ofice for
any years when he waz incapable of doing any-
thing? Was that not the case with my father?
They sat in their easy chairs and enjoyed their
salaries ag long as it pleased Providence to let
them live. To my mind, the sooner you come
to pensioning ‘your supsrannuated Judges the
better, in order that the justice of the country
may be properly administered. One member
#ays it wou!d be improper to put Mr. Stewart on
the Supreme Court Bench, because he knows too
much equity. * Just qs if, being transferred to a
Common Law Court, he would not practice Com-
mon Law instead of Chancery. On the same
principle, if the Provineial Secretary. were to re-
sign his office and turn merchant, he would be
foolish enotigh to man his ships with tailors in.
stead of sailors. (Laughter.) Amother argu.
ment is that we must have Radical J udges on
the Bench, no matter how radieally bad they may
be, in place of the upright, honorable, and hon-
est Judge. I think you ought rather grant
Judge Haliburton’ mist reasonable request, to
grant him his old pension, than unnceessarily
orveale & new one. It is said that £700 is more
than £400; admit it; but, if get £700 worth
of work, you give nothing. T am doubful
whether there is any negessity for abolishing the
Court of Chancery in Nova Scotia, I have heard
nothing in the couniry against it. It is neces-
sary for the business of the country; and the do-
cisions of that Court, of late years, would have
done honor to the Bench of the Mother Coun-~
iry.

Dr. Brown—I am in favor of the Bill, bus
against this pension. Looking around these
Benches, I am surprised to find many Liberal
faces supporters of high salaries ‘and pensions.
I, sir, must adhere to the old confegsion of faith
—and, therefore, must oppose this clause. The
. vexry name of pension is repugnant to the ear of

o Liberal. With regard to the cconomy of this

measure, there.can be no doubt at ajl, The hon.
member for Cumberland, says that it ig only the
difference between £400 and £7 00—saving to us
£300. Then, I say, that the economy is, at
present, in favor of the £700; for on the Bench
are five or six old gentlemen who, it is not prob-
able, will live ten years longer. Divide that by
five, and it will give two years for each——or only
£1600, while Mr. Stewart will probably live fif-
teen years longer,which will amount to £6,000,
the whele of which we have to pay a man for do-
ing nothing. ‘

Mr. McLellen~The hon. member for Yar-
mouth, last evening, asked me g question—
whether «I would ‘rather give £700 for g few -
years, than £400 for Iife; I answer him—if we
can make-woney by shoving one of the inferior-
Court Judges:on the Supreme Court Bench, why,
let us save. money by putting them al} there, '
Bawers and Marshall included. Then there is
another legal nuisance that ought to be ‘swept
away—the Court of Vice -Admiralty, . Qut of 1.
vessels that I ‘know have ‘been put into-that
Court, only £5 have been realized- above the
oosts—only 8s. 4d. -a-piece!"
‘mels: eaten up by one Court 'slone. (Laughter.)
I hope the Attorney General will not stop wuntil
he aweeps it away. " I walked in at a meeting of
this Court the other day, ‘

. CHANCERY.
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0 » advocate one, were
- There' areirl2 ves- -
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gentlemen sitting in silk gowns, and one zentle-
tian was reading Something. The Judge was
mughing and talking, and every now and then
he would say to this one, take this—to anether
one, take that. I came out, thinking to myself
it was something like the old fable of the boys
and the frogs—fun to them, death to ws.—
(Laughter.) ~ If thoge gentlemen knew the mi.
sery they cause; the broken hearts and unhap.
py deaths they are chargeable with, they would
pause; and, if the practices of the Court were
known as well as they ought to be, I am sure no
man would ever go into it. It is said it would
be advisable to put the Mastor of t Rolls on
the Supreme Court Bench; but practice is o se-
and he would now be too slow a
coach for the business of the country. The Con-
servatives say they want to save £100—we want
to save £300,

Mr. Killam—1I would like to ask the hon,

member for. Londonderry a quostion. Tf he had .

six ship$ afioar commanded by captains at £700
a year, and ono of them got rickety and unsea-
worthy, would he put the Captain of her on the
shelf with £400 a year for doing nothing, or
would he put him in another ship to carn hig
money? That is the case exactly. The Attor-
ney General bore very hard on me yesterday
because I bore spoke of tho profession. Why,
gir, the vane on a church steeple shows which
way the wind blows-—so with them. We cannot
see where the wind goes to or comes from, but
we can sce how the weather-cock points—in ope
direction or another, There is Sowething we
cannot see, but something we can believe, He
said that fees had been reduced, and luws eould
10t be made without lawyers. Why, sir; two or
three years ago, o Commission wag appointed, at
the request of this House, to revige the laws.
The Comunissioners passed them here pretty
much ag they liked. What are they now? com-
pletely remoddelled, so that there hag searcely
been a chapter that has not been altered. They

could not have cost the Province less than -

£1,000, besides tho printing.

hon. Attorney General, in a
declaim against pensions; but
one—has passed another, and, before wnother
year is over, will want one or two niore,
hon. gentlemen make great protestations, which-
are as fieeting as the moment in which they are
uttered ; for instance, when the railroad was on
the carpet, two yoais ago, b
that, to make it with money at 6 per cent,

would be madness. Now it is perfectly under- .
stood. Make one false step downward, and,
others speedily foilow. 'L'his question is easily

understood. Two and two make four—the advyo- .
cates of this pension say they don’t. Lo

Mr. Annand—The hon. member for Horton,:
(Dr. Brown), said it would be better to transfer:
the Master of the Rolls-to the Supreme Court,
because, taking the ordinary chances of human
life, we should have a vacancy on the Beneh !
every two yoars. I argue, that if you put him
on the Bench, you will never have less than six
Judges, which will be £700 .in perpetuity, in
stead of £400 for the remainder of one 1ifs, 4

I have heard ‘the
very loud voice,
now he proposes

Some:

many here protesfed

great deal has been snid about pensions ; and no’,,

one on this side of the House would- pretend. to-

it not demanded by g grave®

public necessity. Another renson why I would+

not advooate the transfer of the Master ofiithe¢
Rolls'to-the Supreme Court is, that there are 1007
many Judges there'on- one side: of polities-iglas:
‘and’ I ‘will:never give my cofisent to pu
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another there. Bir, what is the réason why mer-
chants, going into Court, employ Conservative
lowyers? I need not answer. TItis sufficiently
plain, and I maintain that the preponderance of
Uonservative Judges ought to be redressed.

Hon. Attorney General—Some remarks that
have been made, Mr. Chairman, might have
been spared. The Revised Statutes cost £1,000
—why, sir, they have been worth to the country
live times -what they cost. They have beoen al-
tered, it is true, but that i3 incidenti to all legis-
lation. It is imputed to gentlemen who per-
formedagghe I=bor for very small pay, that they
did it for selfish m tives. Look, sir, at the New
Practice Act. Did that originate from the lay-
men of this House? No, but from the lawyers.
1t simplifies proceedings, and reduces, material-
ly the fees of praetice. Is it fair then, when
Legal gentlemen ¢sme forward and say—‘ we
will zive you an improved and cheaper systemn
—i8 it not unjust and irritating for o gentlewan
to get up, and charge them with selfishness? A
Chagncery suit, under this Bill will not cost one
third the sum it did formerly. 8ir, I have been
here twenty years, and I have always found a
Juster and doeper regard for the public interest,
ovinced by legal gentleman here on both sides,
—far more than ever they got credit for out of
duors. [t is wrong to make such charges against
a profession that has done so much for the coun-
try. I make these remarks in explanation—not
touching the general subjeat.

Mr. Marshall—Well, sir, I am really aston-
ished at the eulogium we have just heard on
some of the learned Attorney Gieneral’s own legal
labors; and, if it were not for offonding that
learned gentleman, I should certainly like to
#ive my opinion on these Revised Statutes. Why

sir, what are they?—a perfect mass of contradic .

tions and absurdities from beginning to end.
Kyesy law is ambiguous, and the good, strong,
sonse of our old Statutes is completely emascu-
. lated. 'The Preamble of the Revision contains
sowething which the last ‘clause completely nul-
lifies. Speaking ay a Magistrate, I can make
nothing of them., They are clumsily drawn—
badly indexed—and it is of no use for the Attor-
0oy General to talk about them here, when it
takes half the legislation of this House to put
these contradictions and incongruities in order.
Hon. J. W. Johnston defended the profession,
—and said it was not of much use to curtail fees
—for, if the law did not sufficiently remunerate
them, their clients would. But there is a con-
sideration incident to the new system of go-
vernment deserving of attention.  Whatever
may have been thought of other offices, it was
generally expected that theman elevated toa
svat on the Bench, should be the one in the pro-
fession most eapable of discharging its dubies.
The road to preferment now. is political--not
professional; and appointments might be made
irrespective, altogether, of talent.or character.
Tt is un evil inseparable from the system, and I
suppose is incurable,
state of things that I look at this Bill. It is
lmpossible to look at the contingency of filling
up a seat on the Supreme .Court Bench without
some anxiety, asto the probable injury or bene-
fit the country may incur. In discussing the
Bill, then, we gaould do our  duty as ‘men; and
not suffér ourselves to' be denuded of our right of
judgment.’ We should-have no false deliéacy in -
such a matter as this, Look forward £0r 6 months,
and Liventuirs to assert thatj:if Judge-Stowartis
Pensioned, hetween the “next election and''the:

CHANCERY.
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, somé one of the La- -
pass this pension will

meeting of the next Houge
gal gentleman assisting to
ascend the Bench. T say thig prophetically— -
one seat, at least, will be occupied by one of
those who sustain this Bill. T will not, sir, an-
swer the remarks made as regards ambition,
While, for myself, I could make 2 trivmphant
reply, I will not occupy tha timo of the ITouse
with ‘mere personal observations, o

Hon. Attorney teneral—Do I u
s me legal gentieman here, wil
the Bench, before the meeting of the next
House? I ean only say that I am-eompletely in
the dark, as to how that is to be done. I never .
heard of such an iden, until this moment,. -
‘t,sﬂl(f)‘n' Mr. Johnstun—Let the fature speak for
itself. -

Hon. Attornoy General—Thero is no founda. -
tiom, whatever, for such an assertion. .

Mr. Wade—1I should like to see how it can be
done by law.

Hon. Mr. Johnston—0h! the present Govern. .
ment want no law. (Laughter.) Have they -
not panid salaries and pensions a whole ‘year
without law?

Hon. Attorney General—Does th
man say that anothe
without law! ‘

Hon. Mr. Johnston—I say that ono of 'the
members who vote for this pension will ‘ocoupy -
the place of one of the five Judges.

Hon. Attorney General—That implies an ar- -
rangement—1I dony that therc is anything of.
the sort. ‘ .

Hon. Mr. Johnston-—TI referred to no arrange- -
ment. I referred to the Bonch; and, belicvin
that the necessities of the country will be such
under the present Bill, as to ¢all Tor areinforce.
ment of Judges, advantage will be taken of the
circumstance, to place oue of the gentlemon op-
posite, on the Bench. ‘

Hon. Attorney Genernl—The lear
'iman has made a charge,
he says, at first, that a

nderstand that
1 bo placed on

e hon. gentle-
rJudge can be appointed

ned ‘gentle.
and has now evaded it 3
t Judgeship will, for cer.
tain, be given to a gentleman on’ this side, and -
then, he says, it will be done in a dertain 0 B
tingency. The  hon. and learned member can
Lave no ground for what he states; unless, in-
deed, & Judge should die. Such. an event ag .
that, neither ho nor I can control, In cage. .
it were to happen, the appointment of 5 J udge ..
from the Liberal ranks, would. be a greab public |
advantage. But, beyond that, will he - tell me
how sach a manceuvre as he hag insinuated, can
be accomplished by this Government, .or uny
(tovernnent? HMetells us that cireamstances will |
require another Judge, That is another thing
106 Government ean act,on such o negessify— |
it must be done by an Act of the Legisiatura,
Hon. Mr. Johnston—No! - L
‘Hon. Attorney General—By no possible
scheme that passes my imaginalion can such a-
thing be accomplished—an idea thrown out to;
alarm the fears and arouse the prejudices of this .
House, for which there is no ground or excuse

Zin the luw or in the Constitution of the coun-
ry. L o
Hon. Mr. Johnston—The learned Attorney

General must have paid very little attention to
what I said yesterday; nop fo have detected  the

ssmo remark. I argued that, if the business of .,
the, Supréue Gourt, would, so, inorease hy the

amalgamation of Chancery thas it would become. .
0 or, twyo of the.Judges | 5

"
pOrossivé, and eijher dne
retire, one ‘or:two of the, gentlemén oppos

That confin-.,

_ wotld 'fill'the vacansies'so troated.” pell
gency mightarise under the clause they advocate- .«

P
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in favor of a pension. L
not arise if Mr. Stewart wero, placed on the Sg-
preme Court Bench. Had I saiq that any ar-
rangement had been made with the Judges, I
ehould have been saymng that which was alto-
gother unauthorized. Should the contingency I
have spoken of happen, you will have to provide
& Judge to meet it; but the bresent clause al-
most makes such contingency insvitable.

Hon. Attoraey General—4]| this 1s mere con-
jeeture.  The Bill, as it jsto pass, wil} leave the
Judges precisely as they are.

Hon. Solicitor General—One feature in this
watler hasnot come ow yet.  Geutlpmen opposita
have not told us whether they think five Judges
envugh, or whether six are necassary, then there
i nothing suved —and 1o he dodging "this question
day by day, pretending that they are going to suve
£700 or £800 a year, is a paradox, T'hey are
constantly insinuating all sorts of charges and iu-
uendoes, implying that something ingsierious or
disreputable is ‘at the botiom ‘ol this great
meacare, that the country have been expecting
fior years. The Goveinment are charged with
selfisliness ; but, if we had pursued iany other course
than this, we might, indeed, have heun open to
such charges. 1t reminds me of a nan . in the
county I have the honor o represent, through
wizose land a 10ad was to rup. The land wa, sar.
veyed, and he complained very biueily of the
course the road took through his G, 1 said o
him—¢¢ keep cool; perhaps here wijl be aro:her
survey;®’ and, sure enough, there wayg anothey;
then he found out that the st sthrvey was the
right one, and the voad by it could be made £200
cheaper than by the second, Such n.e the kind
of argnments we hem lo-day. - We propose to
save £300 a yearto the Province; and we arg
abused becausz we do not nnpair the effliciency
of the whole Coutt, {op the- parpose of saving
another £100. No, sir, we are content with our
first survey, and the moderate sum wo are sure to

ecouomize without impairing the public service, .

A General Election s appioaching; und then, if
the hon. and learned membe: for Anuapolis comes
into power, he may put Mr. Stewqet on the
Benob, and save £700 instead of £800 a year

Hon, Mr. Johnston—But suppose he will not
come then? We are told he prefers the Bench
now. Did we not ask you to test your sincerity
by placing him there? 1If we found hiw there he
would exclude us. 'Pass the Bill s j is, and
you open all sorts of chanoges and contingencies oh
which professional wen speculate,
amendment, and you close the avenue
the successful working of the Bill.
question, sir, as the hon. Solicitor
put it, whether five Judges are sy
whether the five you Agype are suffi
have bat two residing in Hulifox
is 80 years of uge. There are three absent, one
of whom is actoss the Atlantic, and has intimat.
ed to you, pretty plainly, that he wishes to retire.
The hon. member fiyr Halitax tells you that, if six
Judges get on ‘the Bench, you will never e able
to reduce the number.: Yoi can‘emhody a clause
in the present Bill to that effect, Such reasoning
s childish, Ag regards puliticgl considerations,
sir, I am content to let this measire go to the
country.  Bat do'not ‘hon. gentlemen anticipate
all $hat 1 have argued, fram thie remaike yoy have
just heard? A vacancy iy’ expected, and, if one

occlis, it'is to be filled by a Liberal, Tt is unpe-
' cedsary for me tg #ay ore, Theargumeit of the
", honi Sol. Geéneral utterly destro

Wit he rose. " T

» and secnie
It iy not a
General has
fiicient, but,
cient, You
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Mageq 21, 1855,
Mr. Marshall—As a new idea has been thrown
out by the hon. and learned " Solicitor, General, I'"
would like to ask a quéstion o the hon. Attorney
General.  Ilow wonld it do’ t5 pub in this Biil®
that, in case of a vacancy, then 'the present
Master of the Rolls should be appointed ‘to it,
aud his pension should cease 1 . T

Flon. My, Johnstin then moved a Proviso to
the Bill, t5 the effect wat My, Stewart should ba
trausferred to the Supreme Court Bench.

Hon. Attorney General—When it becomes one
of the functions ¢! the Leuder of the Opposition to -
dietate to the Government appointments 1o office,
thiy Resolution will be in order—not till ., -

Mr. Marshall—We have a right to move any.
thing to save the people’s money—this Resolu.
tion will suve £400a year. '

Hon, Sol. General-~The hon. and learned mem.
ber expects to get inio power at the next Election -
—and s afraid 1o trust himself, He, therefore,
asks the House, by Resolution,'to guida bt -

Me. McLellen—Yes, he is condemning himself
for appointing Judge Dodd  to the Bench, instead
of Judye Marshall, whereby he wonld‘have saved -
saved L300 a year, ever since.

Mr. Marshall—Buy, You cannot put even Judges -
indiscrinmmrely on the "Sapreme Court Beuch.
Thr law says that, before any person can ascend -
that wibunal, he must have been in the practice
of the law for ten years—no such rule applied in
the Inferior Court, and Judge Marchall ‘may not
have served his 1¢ Years, o

Hon. Sol. General—Would not
ment apply to Judge Huliburton? .

Hon. Atlorney General-—I can only say, sir, .
thl?t 1 take the motion jast made, as a- very guod
oKke. ' i . C A
! Hon, Mr. Johnston—Well, Me.. Chairman,
this may scarcely be the tjme to move this; but 1 .
shall certainly do s when the Bill comes up be- .
fore the House, . = - ool :

. Oa the Clause for
gister of the Courtm

Houn. Attorney General moved £150. B!
Mr. McLellen—1 move, i amendment, " £100,..
Hou. Mr. Johaston would not do injustice, I
the House were determined to abolish the Court’
as.a watter of public policy, they quglit, at least; ~
‘o provide reasonable allowance for those .who *
suffered by the change, = . & woeaWA%,
Mr. M. 'L Wilking—1' vote a 1
against all pensions; hut this gentleman has a pe..
tition here—that beyer be read L '
The petition was read by the Clerk.
Mr Marshall—The yeason I vote for-the £100,
is this: when there.wag 0o idea ol abolishing the.;
Court, and we wanted to. find out the amount of,
fees taken, the answer was—oh! g, very moderatg.
sum-=hardly enough for a man to-live :on—while ,
now, when the abolition iz a certainty, and.a big..:
pension is wanted, the emoluments are set down
at £400 or £500 a year, Men who fall. wounded .
on the battle fi and are .very glad 10 e~ |

the rame argo: -

pensioning Mr. White, Re: -

gainst the Bill, aud'

ield retire,
tire, on half-pay; aud thig gentleman, who has,
encountered none of the dangers ol war, ought .to,.
be satisfied to get a hundred;a; year for_doing noas.
thing., As far as I.can understand, he.is not bugs,,
dengd with a large family; and, .therefoye, I think,,
the sum voted is,enough, althongh’ Mr. White ig
a gentlemman, which are very gcarce). thingg 10 |
be found in this country. " - T T L e
‘Mr. Doyle—~What! would, you dawn Aim_ to .
perpetoal. bachelorship, and; neveyr allow _him. .19
'"?!""3!‘2“.:(14%1.'313‘%'.-:)&‘:~‘: B POROty R g
MeLellani-Qb-. £100 '3, year | i8quilgy,’
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" way, there will be no-ead 10 them,

}éff J:;_;f;‘ ;:‘q““d‘;‘ £ : ,
Minci 23, 1855,
£oefe N s S VP -
Mr..Marshall-~He can live very well on'that in
the country, i Egnog?;in;tbe City, 0 .
. Mr. Whilman—T know many men, with fani.
lies, support ‘themsélves, Yespectably, on L0 o
yvear! Lone ) o . . N :

heen in office some 23 years, daring which time
he must have-put into hig pockct some £6,0000r
L£7,000 of the public money. He sought 'the of.
fice,"and, if"the office is now abulished, he musy
take his.chance. 11 pensions are granted in. this
Why should
the Province pay noney lor no services at all?
Accordiug 0 his memorial he has received money
enough, and, if he did not take care of it, that is
not our fanl, | . o

Hol. Sol. General—: Coming events cast thojr
shadows before.” A new Election Jia_spproach-
ing; and, often, the tumult of, populur frenzy

prevents the jusi consideration of private rights .

{ am not afraid to do what is right. This pen-
sioa is not unreasonable. T believe it is not kal.
ing a penny out of the pockéts of the people of
Nova Scotia. The gentleman in question is an
aged pevson, not able to turn his hand to any-
thing else ut this time of life, and I am quite
satisfied to give the larger sum named.
dignified in the Legislature to say that an old
ofiicer should be obliged to go to St. Margaret’s
Bay, or some other out-of-the-way place, in or-

der to get his board at the cheapest rate? He |

has been living jn. Halifax heretofore—perhaps
he bas a predilection to remain here stili. True,
you may ask him to go to Sable Island, and be
boarded at 10/ a yoar; ‘hut, I think, that would
hardly be just to a public officer, not worthy
the dignity of this, House, | Y
Mr. M. I. Wilkins—The hon., and learned
folicitor General says ho is not, afiaid to do
waab is right.” I don’t think he gives himself
wredit for half courhge enogh. H is not afraid

to do what is wrosg. I at pposéd to the dis. -

wissal "of- the" officer ‘altogether—~otherwise .|
should vo€sfdr 2007, * ~ ' SRR
The motion for 1500 was’ logh. N
Hon, Attorney General~Now, I move -100]
sterling.-e: .o o 0 0 o
" Mr. Marshall—There . is nathing ; sterling in
tlie, whole, transaction. . (Langhter.), [ move
L00Z curreney.; ., . St d e
The motion .for’ 100 ‘sterling -passed—25 to
18. P e e o
The last Clause provided that the Aot should

ot b

coime 100 operation on the Tst of August next. -

The Houge' adjouined.
e " THURSDAY, March 22, 1855.,

The'House went in'to Committee on ' Bills
and passed a numper of a private and  Lo-
el nature, ©'7 ¢ e

Fripay, March 23, 1855,
Chancery-again,: . ..

Mr, Martjn T, Wiiking presented ‘the pati-
tion of John McGrégor, Depaty Registrar and,
Junior Eﬁx‘aﬁ)i;’g'e:‘;"bf:“lhe:"C‘pq@"{' of Chancery,
‘ou the"gabject of itie -dbolition of ‘that' Court,
and seftin& forthihig claimgs 0 - 5“1 %“
. He moved it be referred to a Selett-Coti-
Miilee, Svieet o 1%

After some disoussion,ihe taotion. passed,

ECRRHEN O

Wilkins, Aral sl

, N £ ARkt b B L,
and tha Copy itise .app %g;ed@:wesg‘nﬁf 3818,
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Mr.*KiHétifi‘-—fl‘HB memorial states that he hag '
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 [Mr. McGregor did not pray for a pension,
. but-tc be the custodian of the Records of the
:Court.  The petition. was not reported on up
_ to the ¢lose of the session.] o
The House weat into Committee on Bills,
and passed the remaining clauses of the
Chansery bill, ‘ S
... Mr. Marshall laid on the table, as a notice,
the following string of resolutions, to be movs
ed on the third reading of the bill:—
. Whereas the duties of the Judges. of the
Baprem: Coart, increased ag they have been
by the changes introduced. into the practice of
that Court, - will be furiher augmenled-hy the
ab.lition of the Chancery Court; and . as the
‘bl now under consideration provides no de-
fincd practice for the Chancery business trang.
ferred 10 the Supreme Court, great judicial -
experience, knowledge und reseurch will .be
required in 1egulating the proceedings in Equi-
ty cases as they arise, and in hrgnging.mto
eflicacions operation, the changes designed to
be made in the law, C
The Mastor of the Roils from his study and
expertence of the Court of Chancery, united
to long practice in the courts of common law
is pecolizrly qualified to be usefyl i carrying
out successfully the union of Chaocery “and
common law jurisdictions contemplated by
‘thiz hill; the louse has baen officially in«
[ormed that he has communiculed to the Liey-
-tenant Goveraor his willingness either 1o acx
€ept u pension or to take Lhe oftice of Judge,of
.the Suzreme Court: and the section of the
bill under consideration discharges  the Mas-
Jerof the Rolls from all judicial duties on a
peasion of £400 cy, ‘ ‘ L
And Whereus of the-five Judges of the Bu-
“preme Court- two only 'reside -in Halifux,
where the, increased hasiness will principaily
-be.sccamulated, and of those the Chief. Jus-
tice has passed the nge-of 80 Yyears, after.hav-
-ing spent. more than 60 on the bench—aund: of
the three resident out of Halifax one (at pre-'
sent absent from the Province) hag by peti-
tion infornied the house of his desire to retire
frow his office on his former pension of: £390
curreticy, . T i
* Resolved,~-That & the - opinion” of "‘thig
house it is unwisze by rejecting the servicgs of
“the Master of the Rolls to impose on the ‘twe
Judges resident in {lalifax an accumulation -
of dutics which they may be unable ¢p unwill.
ing alone to 'perform 5, and which muy foree
from ths buech av aged and universally fa-
spected Judge, -~ . IR
~That a just regard (o the interest of sotidty
demands ‘the ‘adoption of every ptacticiblo , .

A

- meuais for secaring the successful-introduetion

of the important changes - made by (his. bill in
the' administration of the'law, 'and under
‘existinig: cireamstances; the tradsfer ‘of e
‘Master . of the Rolls to-'the-. Supreme’Conrt
bench'is 2 ‘wige and pradent measure- ! fpfa.
tion to the beneficial issup of an experiment in -
-which, the.wolfare, ol the.conatry is, 0, deeply -
‘r;'z?'%“’»lu‘fﬁgﬁ* R S T TR S ks ik
et in the paciiary - aspsot of the o

o
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0% 19, Jess exp Satie daihe
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thuan to Gx on the civil list the
gion, ' - ;
'Phat thetrausfer of the Master of the Rolls
to the Bupreme Court does not require, and
cught not to induce the permanent mainte.
nance of six judges, if that number should not
he necessury; aund this hooge is of opinion
that it would be (he doty of the government,
whenever a vacancy occusrad, to abatain from
making any ncw apphintment, unless sanc-
tioned by the legislarare, Hence, -in relating
to the jndicial services of the Master of thg
R olle tie only pecuniary @spense that can be
estimatedis the ditference hetween hie sala-
ry and pension for the period tha, may inter~
venoe until @ vicaney oecur; in retarn for
which the contry receives tha benefit of his
espeiience in nitiating and framing a system
of praciice, and of his sarvices in assisting to
overcome the perplexities and obstacles inci.
dent 1o important changes; and when the va.
caney takes place five judges alne would res
main, without any peasion being entailed.

That on the other hand, while the pension.
ing of the Muster of the Rolls deprives the
covntry of his services, at a time when the
- public interesy
injurioud resul s brought ubout at an expense
to the peeple of £400 u yeur, foran indefinile
period, with the possibility of the necessity
being found to exist for the appointment of
another ;udge, should the two judges in [Ha-
lifux be iadequate to meet the exigencies that
fnay avise, or uuwilling 1o agsurne, without

. assistance, the wdditiona! duties imposed on
them,

‘LT'hat the only benefit that ean drise from
iHe ponsioniog of ihe Mester of the Rolls is,
thdL it indnces an  increase of Government
patronage, and will place 1 the hands of the
the exeruuive the nomination of u judgo of the
Hupremo Court, when » vacaney shall ocenr,
whicn would not be the case wore the Hester
of the. B -lls to be retained in the Jjudicial ser-
vices of the cianlry.  Bat this house js of
opisiow.thit the increase of government pa-
tronage s 100 dearly purchused by fixing on
the reveaues ef the country & peusion of
£460 o year, and endangering the suceussful
resalt ot*a measare which aflsets important
interests. ‘

That in t7¥% opmion of (hig house, the pen«
sioning of the Master of the Rolls under these
circumslances, needlessly iucreases the ecjvil
list, und the annga! expenses ol . the couniry;
waitonly offends against the. known feelings
and principles of the peupie of Nova Scotia,
va the subject of pensions; apd both in s jus
dicial and finaugjal, resulis is unwise and In.
Jucious; that i so.2 an evil aud dangerons pre-
cedenty violatesthe panciples on which the
gevernment of this Provinco has - Leen estab

pr»oposed“ pen-

lisbed, and is incomsistent with the professions |

in which the party’in powaer obiained oflice pt
the hauds of the pesple of Nova Scotia.

And Ther ¢fore Resolved,~That the clauge
granting a pension to the Master of the Rolls
be'struck out of (he bill, and an address be

“presented to Lis

Gavernor, informing hit that'in the opinion

ASSES DUTY, &.

peculiarly requires them, this

Excelloney the Lieutenant

Marer 23, 1855.

of this house, the interests of the country will

be promoted by the Master of the Rolls being

transferred to the bench of the Supreme Corrt

~—und that his Excellency be further inform.

ed that this honse' does not intend therehy to

indicate that six judges of the Supreme Court
are permanently necessary, and that it is the

opinion of this house, should he Master ot

the Rolls he placed on the bench, it will be

proper, in the event of a vacancy oceurring
in the office of puisne judge of the Supreme
Court, that such vacancy ehoald not be filled"
until the Legislature shall have considered,
and decided on the necessity of eo doing.

Reports, ete,

Hon. Attorney General, from the Comumit-
lee on privileges, reported with reference to' a
resolution of the Legislative Couacil, asking
the house for their reasons for demandug the
voyalty on slack coal—to effect that the Coune
cil had a rightto ask for the evidence, but
nol the reasons. )

Mr. Chipman, from the Committes on
breakwaters, reported a large number of
grants, given on the principle that double the
sum voted by the house should be raweed by
the people, ‘ :

The house adjourned for an hour.

Moiasses Duty,

On re-opening,

T'be house in Committee of Ways and
Means,

Mr. Chipman voted to reconsider the daty
on molasses. ‘ ‘

Hon. Auoriey General and hon, Finaneial
Secretary supported the motion.

Mr. Esson and Mr. Marshall opposed the
motion.  The latter gentleman ridicvled the
idea that the loss of £5,000 of revenue was
goivg to ruin the ., credit of the magnificent
Province of Nova Scotia. . o

Mr. Murray—When the hon. member for
Halifax moved his resolution last night, to re.
duce the'duty on molasses, I voted for it,ebev
ing anxious that the poor.should have thy b
nefit; bat I did not wish the distillsrs to par-
ticipate in the boon, as they use, for the ma-
nafacture of ram two_casks for every ons that
i3 sold in the country. Between the two, the
poer and the distillers, I have got in(o a SW eel
mess, (laughter) as the duty is take off
without restriction; but I will endeavour to
carry out my views when the subject of Ji.
censing the distillers comes up. . .

Mr. Locke moved {0 raise the . advalorem
duties to 7 per. cent., instead of relaining the
higher duty on inolasses, , \ e

This v as negatived,

The motion?
26 to 24, BT

The committee adjourned; all the -regnlun
tions were brought up and passed, and Messra.

v

,F. Secretary, Chipman, and B. Smith were
Committee to Prepare the reves

appointed a
nue bifls,

‘ o Mininé Bil,

_ Mr, Archibald’s bill for incorporating s Mis-

ning Association, was taken up,

e S e,

v

to re=consider was negatived, -

%
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~owxtU st bhe abolition, of the ‘chancery _&ourt; and as
Mr. Archibald. udvocaied 1 clntise,, w1 We “the bill 16w under’ cbn'éide’ratibﬁ’p‘i'd‘w;'icles ho
wa\irted,tcabixa!’ernbark“gct in e resourens ol " defined prastice for the char
our cowitry, and shonld adwit iton favorable trarsferred to the supreme o
torma, ot Lo eind gxperience, knowledge and rescurch will
Hon. Mi: Johnéton did ot sea‘what harin | be Fequired in regulating the proceedings in
could ariso from allowing gentlomen 1o come ¢quity.cases as they arise, ‘ani ‘in bringing
into'the country aiid livest as much "or ag ]jt~ into"efficacions operation the changes design-
e a5’ tHey desired jn “public works such as ed to be ‘made ih the Inw, the master of the
this, e ‘
Lion. ‘Auornéy Goneral maintained that it Principled nnd practice of the courd of ‘chan-

limiting the liability oﬁ‘gxa‘gn;;;‘;&;@;trers,;&;’tge “&f that court, will b furtlier adgmented by

neery “businesy
ourt, great jndi-

rolls, from his stady and- experience” of “the

»

wouid be a’'dangerous precedent, - .. cery, unlad to long .. practice in the courts’ of

The clause passed. , ., .. o . common lgw, ig p@quliarly‘t}ualiﬁédt'ol')e‘“ﬂgaé«

0 a'clause Teserving the right of the Le- fal in'chrrying out successtully the untion of
gslatare to grant the "Company the :use of se- ‘chancery and common Iaw jurisdietion con -
veral thousaud ‘acyes of Crown lands, enqui- templated by this bill ;  and this house has
ries were made na to the ~meaning of this hoen, officially informed that he has ¢ommu-
clawse,. . . - T  bieated to'the licutenant governor his' wil.

Mr. Archibald explained that the iron of “lingnoss cither to aceept a pension or to' take
Nova Scotia, which had taken a prize at the the office of judge of the Supreme’ court : and
groat Industrial Exbibition in London, owed thie 78rd section of the, bill “under’ considery..
ity shperior}prbp(sr;ies to its having been smelt- tion ,disc]ua@;’ges“thg‘ master of the rolls from
»d with charcoal, in the'same mariner ag Sive~ “judicial dutics on 'a ‘pengion of four hun-
dish iron was'‘prepared, The bill meroly re.- dred pounds; carrency : 7 o
wrved“’thv)"(}rbtgn !t«xjdgfndjfgcoql, 1o the mines, - And whereas of the five jodges of the su.
'v he disposed of by toe Ligislaato oo such prome court, two only . peside  in alifax,
lerms a8 might . be deemed right, " te ‘enuble Wwaere the increased busiaes will Pprincipally
the Compauny "ip mako use’ of the' . wobdd for “bo accumulated, and of those the chief jus.
chamo@ll,‘uhodld their operations bo success- tice has passed the. age of eighty years, after
ful. In this way, valuable, cloaraiges of e wving spent tmore. than . fifty years on the
wild lands of the country might be made, " o sand of the three resident out of Hali.

i

Hon, Mr. Jobnsion Supported the clagso. fux, one (at present absent from the provi'noo)
The bilt passed. A has, by petition, informed the house’ of: hiy
~ “Province Notes. ' * - gegire to retire from his office on hig - former

Mr. Wado, from the Committes on Provinece Pension of £300 currency : . S
notes, reported.,... Tha re 0rt recommended a | Resolved, That in the opinioh of thig house
vote of £25 extra.to the Clerk of the. Commis- it is unwise, by i'ejecti'rig'the services 6f the
slenerg, ] ) ST master-of the'rolls, 't impése on’ the twyo

o ’.;’os‘t; Office, .« ..i . Judged ?residem in. Halifax an -{wcumhlatién

Hon. Solicitor General, from thp C(;m;niu:ee' of duttes which “they may bé unable or unn-

on Post Olfice affuirs brought in a very alabo- - willing' to pérform, ‘and” which may force
tate report. . 'The principul recommendation “from the bench’ an aged and universally

contained in it. was to incrgaso the number of -respected judge—that o just regard t the.

muils eastward , to.three a. wesk, instead of interests of society deniards the adoption ‘of .

two, ds heretofure, . at an . additional expense every practicable ;i:x_eans“fqr isect‘n;higwt’he
of £150., . ‘ . . y ~ successful' introduction of * the important

The report was. adopted. ¢ changes made by this bill in the administra.
The house adjourncd, . L tion of the law’; snd, under existing circum-

" Btazices, the transfer of the master of the rollg

: sy ek t0 the' supreme court: ‘hench i8'a wige' anq -
prudent measure, in relation to the bendficinl -

| . .r'SaTumbsY March 24,1855,
Hon Financial. Secretary.,” Reported from * issue of an experiivent in which' the ‘welfare:
the Committee on -the: Rovente” Laws and * of the country is so deeply involyed—that in
presented the following Bills..." "0+ "th¢ pecuniary adpect ‘of the: question.it iy lees

A Bill to': continve an amend-the! Taw « expensive to the people to retain  the serviges |

relating to Custéms’ dufics, ,”A:"Bill:,itd, con-  of the master &f- the rolls ‘than to fix'on the

tinue' and amen; th”“fLagwiixi;j)f@é;”iﬁgili’gbt “eivil list the proposed ‘Pinsioi—that the

pouse duties.. A" Bill to dontinue the Ticonse - tramsfer Of the master of the' rolly'to the .
Law and ,‘_a,"Bill“,‘Q,’xegﬁl%‘e;l)iétjllerjj e, . - “prome ourt-dogs not requirt; and ought oot
L e dd PTLR WL A2 ¢ Ty e o A

e Eyes ¢ L "o, induce;’ the - ér;x’m'ﬂ’é“xit;Titaihgéi!’ahbe‘i*of

oG Ghameery.: ¢ e T i gt it ALt et shotld ‘not " be-

e Bill for abolishisig th Court of Chan- ., ngossary s and thi'House-isi6f opinibn that

- oy wag taken ’p.non;"t!;of motion hat'tho it rwould .be’ the . diity of ‘the” governiderit,

Bl do finally “phigs.” 7 1 27 671 A %Iiéﬁé\"ei*'ﬁ’é"é’aéaﬁ“éﬁ6cqﬁi?ib<§3f?*@?tﬁ;n{ff?m

Mr. Marshall moved by way of sg;mg;‘en@ixiéﬁmt “Inking” ahy MHew s ippoihtiient, unlsss shtie.
PR IR NN o SeFies LI N afi

the followiniy vesolint

17 TR UL
“Whvreas the duti

«
Ty

geséﬁghe ng the judicial services of the mastér of the

gbne
f“)tﬁ i

g

o

. [

“4i6néd by the egislature; Hende'in voatn.

S thbv. Ko ve: L .. ¢ s peguniary. exp sthatiinter-
{ipremo gonxts inorgaged ap, thEy, have, ben ol of SABITpeRiary. expense thap inter.
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. vene until a vacancy oceur, in' return for
“which the country receives the benefit of his
experience in initiating and framing & system -
of practice, and of his services i1 assisting to
overcome the perplexities and obstacles inci-
dent to important changes ; and when the
vaoancy takes places five judges alone would
remain without any pension being en-
tailed—that on the other hand while the
pensioning of the master of the rolls deprives
the country of his services, at g time when
the public interest peculiarly requires them,
_this injurious result is brought, about at an
expense to the people of £400 a year, for an
indefinite period, with the possibility ot the
necessity being found to exist for this
appointment of another judge, should the
two judges in Halifax be inadequate to meet
exigencies that shall arise, or unwilling to
assume without assistance the additional
duties imposed on them-—that the only bene-
fit that can arise from the pensioning of the
~master of the rolls is that it induces an'in-
‘crease of government patronage, and will
place in the hands of the executive the nomi-
nation of ajudge of the supreme court when
a vacancy shall oceur, which would not be
the cago were the master of the rolls to be
retained in the judicial service of country ;
but this house is of opinion that the
increase of government - patronage is too
dearly purchased by fixing on the reyenues
of the country a pension of four hundred
pounds a year, and endangering the success-
ful result of & measure which affects impor-
tant interests—that in ‘the opinion of this
house the penvioning of the master of the
rolls, under these circumstances, needlessly
increases the civil list and the annual expen-
ses of the country ; wantonly offends against
the known feelings and principles of the peo-
ple of Nova Scotia on the subject of pensions;
and bot'y in its judicial and financial results
is unwiso and injurious ; that it sets an evil
and dangerous precedent; violates the
pleson which the government of this pro-
- vince has heeu esiablished, and is inconsistent
with the professions on which the party in
power obtained office at the hands of the

eople of Nova Scotia ; and. therefore that the
gard clause, granting o pension to the master
.of the rolls, be struck out of the bill, and an

- address presented to his excellency the lieu-
tenant governor, informing him that in the
opinion of this house the interests of the
country will be promoted by the master of the

-rolls being transferred to ‘the bench of the
supreme court ; and that his. excellency be
further informed that this house does not
intend thereby-toindicate that . six Jjudges of
the supreme court are permanently necessary,

- and that it is the opinion ofthis house, should

the master of therolls be placed on the bench

it will be proper in tho event of s vacancy-

ocourring in the office of puisne, judge of the .

| supreme court, that such a vacangey, should
not be filled until the legislature shall have

doing g0 2> . |
» ‘Which proposed

| CHANCERY, PENSIONS, &. . . | -"Mano'24;1855,

princl-, | oase dividing thereon, there ‘appearedfor

" Thos. Coffiini, Locke, Doyle, Jost,
. Fulton, Mr. Dimogk; P. Smyth, "Chi

; -that the debate on the
considercd and decided ;. on 'the necessity of

amenditiént heing:seconded *

and put, and the house’ dividing thereon, there
appeared for tho amendment, twenty-two against
it, twenty six.. o Y

_For the amendment:—Messrs. ' J. Campbell,
J. Munroe, Zwicker; Ryder, Beckwith, Murray,
Cowie, Creighton, Mosher, Thiorue, Killam, Jost
Coffin, Young, Moore, Jost, Wilkins, Marshasll,
Holmes, Whitman, B. Smith, Brown, hon. Mr,

. Johnston. ,

. b Lt
- Against the  amendment :-—Messrs, MoQueen,
Thos. Coffin, Chipman, Archibald, Fuller, Bour-
neuf, Shaw, hon’s. Mr. McLeod, Sel. General,
Erov. Secretary, Mr. Dimock, Doyle, Esson,
Martell," McKinnon, Wier, Comeau, "H. Munro,
hon. Mr. Fulton, Messrs: Wade, J. Campbell,
hon’s. Attorney Genoral, Fin, Secretary, Messrs.

Locke, Annand, P, Smyth. A
* Mr. Marshall then moved-that the. bill pe
amended, by striking out the 73d clause, and in
lieu thereof inserting the iollowing clause,; viz.:

““ On this act coming into operation, the hon,
Alexander Stewart, master of the  rolls, shall be
appointed a puisne Judge of the supreme coutt,
with the authority and powers, and be -entitled
to the salary and emoluments of that office, us
the salary appointed by law:” - |

Which being seconded and put, and the houge'
dividing thereon, there appeared for.the motian,
twenty-two; against it, twenty-seven,, .

- For the motion:—Messrs, J.  Campbell,.J.
Munro, Zwicker, Ryder, Beckwith  Murray,
Cowie, Creighton, Whitman, B, Smith, Brown,
J. Coffin, Young, Moore, Jost, Wilkins, Mat-
shall, Holmes, hox. Mr. Johnston, Mossrs. Mo
gher, Thorne, Killam. =~ - P

Against the motion :—Messrs. McQueen, Thos,
Coffin, Chipman, Archibald, Fuller, Bourneuf,
Shaw, Wade, J. Campbell, Dimock, Looke,
Doyle, Esson, Martell, MeKinnon, Wier, Co-
mean, H. Munro, hons. Mr. Fu'ton;’MoeLeod,
Sol. General, Atty. General, Prev. Secrefary,
Fin. Secretary, Messrs. Annsnd,’ P.' Spiyth, -
McLellan. ‘ agl e,

Mr. Brown then moved that the 7th olause of
the bill be amonded by striking out therefrom

.the word ¢ sterling,” and in lieu of the m‘)rd 80

struck out inserting the word ¢ ourrency:”*
Which being seconded and put, and the

the motion, cleven ;.against it- twenty-eight. -

For the motion :—Messrs.” Killam, Bour-
neuf, Comeau, Shaw, MoLelan," ‘Ryder, B
Brown, Whitman; Mosher,  Thorne, “Young.

Against the motion :—Messrs. “‘Archibald,
J. Munro, Moore, McKinnon, Wier, Holmes, §
Creighton, Annand, Wade, B. Smith, Mar- §
shall, Cowie, Martell, Fuller, Esson, ngﬁg‘my.
.hoﬁ,s;n‘}%lf
‘Jokinston,

eSS

it

Gen., Atty. Gen., . Fin.” Sec., Mr.

EPR o T AP T n"“

. Mr, Creighiton then movéd that the bill bo &
referred back to coimittee, for the: purpme K
of increasing. the retiring 'allow: y

nereasing. the refiri ywance to the &
" registrar of the court of 'cligz‘nceryg% g

cery 1 &1UY,
sterling, ‘to' "£150, ¢urrency': ‘wiii%n béing &
seconded and put}- siid “the house dividing §
thereon,. there . appeared . for - thes motion
three ; against ity thirty-si i
The hon. the attorney ge

be
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. MowDay, March 12,
" Chancery, .. - .,

Hon. Attorney General—Mr, *Bpeaker—Hav-
ing heard the rasolutions.laid.on the table':last

Friday by-the lion..member for Guyshorough, it

Manon. 26,1855,

A

1855.

merely move. the resolutions I hold in my
hand:— M e e,
Whereas; the Court of Chancery has existed in
this Province from its earliest settlement, aud
all eauses therein were argued before His Excel.
lency, the 'Lieutenant Governor, as Chancellor,
with the assistance of one.or -more of the Judges
of the Supreme Court, by whom, in fact, all such
cages were decided until - the year 1826, whon
the Legislature authorised the appointment of a
Master of the Rolld, with g, salary of £600.

Country,
forbears from 'enumemting; the Cotirt of Chance-
1y has become more and more »obnoxious to the
people, till, at length, after various intermediate
proceedings, & resolution wags “unasimoeusly
Passed by Both -branches of ‘the Legislaturo in
the Session of 1853, directing the abolition of
the Court, and the transfer of Equity jurisdie-
tion to the Supreme Conrt, when a Biii should
be prepared, with the necésssrymachineny, for
carrying out that object, ‘ i
And ngereas, the Bill under consideration has
passed the House‘withouﬁ a division, except on
the two elauses affecting the officers of the
Court, and the amendment moved .on the 24th
inst., contains an ©Xposition of all the reagong
Wwhich were urged in Vvain,/during itg Passage, to
induce the friends of the measure to transfor the
édnster of the. Rolls to.the Bench of the Supreme
ourt, o o
¢ Resolved, That,’in the Opinion of this Ylouse,
notwithstanding those’ reasons, such transference’
would have been a sacrifice of the public interest,
and on many accounts inexpedient and vnwige.
That it woald have iucreased the Bench of (he
Supreme Court to gix: Judges, while the exampfe
of New Brunswick and our eXperience, convinces
us that five are sufficient. ' That the returns show
that but one ‘case a year has been brought during
the last four vearsy i the Court of Chancery.
‘twentyfive of which - are; for the foreclosure of
Mortgages, requiring fittle or no Judicial interpg.
tition, g0 that the increase of judicial labor under
the new Bill cannot bé re arded 'as oppressive.
That the Bill provides that the practice of the
Supreme Court, with which the judges are famij-
liar, should extend (o afl Equitable suits there.
uader, and the cumbroug and expensive forms and
modes of grb&;&ze’ding&-inwthe Court of Chancery,;
are altogether abolished. That, .if the residenne
of the Judges only 'in Halifax shall be found in-
convenient, it will be competent for the Executive
overnment to  suggest . to one or more of the
other Judges, or in Case of a vacancy, leading to a -
NS appointment, to require as a condition his re.
sidence in town. T N T
That this House Willalways congent, as far g,
the public interest will permit, both'the conveni.
ence and dignity of il Bench; concérve it to be
sund policy thaf the Judges shoiild not represent
‘0o exclusively, any oiie pet gf ©opinions in_ this’
country, but being drawa, Dbefore; their ‘wlevition,
ron;‘ both parties, may’ enjoy the_ confidence ¢
t . , I AR 'L""?‘,"“"\v»{ ..»:,(A_ ‘n‘fvv‘" ‘; "t—

e T, Lo
e .

o That, on ‘these‘pririciples,"

* the office of Master of the Rolls,

© to the country,

. the Master

6f question .on, the .Resolations. should - be

people,

whgse interests and
of this ‘

feelings it is the duty
ouse-to protect. . e

. That, on the ground of expence, it would have ‘

en also unwige, -+ - ‘ -
The abolition of the Court of Chancery, and of
substituting, for
his present salary ol £700, has effccted a saving
‘This allowance was introduced upon the' prin<
ciple adop:ed by the Interior Courts, and was in.
dispensable to, the passage of the Bill. o
- That a peasion to one of the Judges of the Su.
preme Court who has applied therefore, has not
béen sanctioned by this Hause, because there is
no public necessity to excuse it, and it would lead
to other applicationa which it would be impossible
after getting so dangerons an example, to resist., "
That the course this House has pursued is, for
these reasons, in perfect accordance with the
leading principles on which fhey have maintajned
the present Government, the principles of econos
my, a8 well as defined and well-understood res-
‘ponsibility to the peaple, and an administration
of the faws-shall not ouly be pure, but unsus-
pected. x ) S
And therefore, that the Bill do finally pass, and
that the Clerk do carry the same to the?Council,
and desire their concurrence. ~
Hon. Mr. Johnston—I do not know that there
is anything very debatable in this, It embraces
many matiers of detail, but the reasons given do
hot appear to strengthen the Bill,
Mr. M, I Wilking—1 am glad to see these re.
solutions, side by side, - .
Hon. Attorney General—I will never a
low a long string of resolutions to be
Journals without an answer. .
Mr. Marshall-—Oh! we are nat terrified at ali
that yon have moved or can; move. . Our resolu.
(tons set forth our reasons for opposing the Chaii-

ain ai-
placed .on the

~cery Bill, better than all the speeches . that have

been. deliveretl. 1t may be impiety to doubt (he

infallibility of the present Government; but the
reading public can Jjudge of the twostrings of rego- -

lutions. | C ‘ o o
Hon, Mr. Johnston—The Liberal.Governmeng
now admit that their object is to place a Libera!
Judge on the Beuch, at an expenditire of £400 a
year, needlessly. Let this be well understood in
the country. "Hon. M. Johnston proceeded to

State that the highest honor snd impartiality guid-

ed the decisions of the Supreme Court Bench;ana

thathe knew it to ba a fact that, in order to avoid
the semblance of partiali?-,
served were oflen delaye
friends of the judges. He eulogised the charucter
of the judges, and especially the venerable Chief,
~ Hon. Attorney General ‘
on‘the Chief Justiee—he was as valuable a man
as there was in America. T ;
Hon. Mr. Johnston -said that the hon Crown
‘Officer had included all in hig agpersion, as ap.

plied to the Bench—to the effect that it required

a Liberal to balance politics there. ' He, (Mr. JJ)

o by

decisions justly de-
from, the " politica] -

107

the addition of the
.+ Master of the Rolls to the Supreme Court Bench, '
would "have been unacceptable to the body of the

joined in the eulogiom

did not ‘feel called upon to say more than he had, -

in defence of the ‘ n d absta
from making a siagle. compllq\y‘en!ary(aillugilqn to
r of the Rolls. It was enough tha¢ that

stated lijs’ willingness' to"go on’‘the

officer. had,
Bench of ahe,Sup;eme
country, . . o I )

Over, an hour passed -in discussing how

T

judges; and he had. ‘abstained
Court, at'a saving to the .

A T > Wt I NS LN & SRAT)
4 yriEvéntaally, the hon: m.t!ttorney};ie_ner;_r‘l“’af wasput .
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for wmd #s an amendment - lo: ihat of the .wn.

atenber for Guyehorough.

Mr. M. 1. Wilkins semnrked that the Chancery
Bill wonld have the effect of making all the judges .
resident in Halifax.

Mr. Wier—I move the quesuon be. now put. .

Hon. Mr. Johnston—I second that, ‘

The Amendment p‘xehad by the following divi-
80—

For.. Against.
Fason, Creighton,
McQueen, John Camphell,
Wade, John Munro,
tH' Mamwro, Zwicker,
MceKinnon, Joaiah Coflin,
Wier, C. Young,
Comenn, horne,
Bourneuf, Mooie,

Shaw, Jost,
Dimock, Wilkins,
Sol. General, Mousher,
McLellan, Uowie,
Atty, Generad, Murray,
Pro. Secretary, Holes,

P. Smith, Kilkun,
Fulton, Brown, -
Anhand, Wlhilnaaq,
Chipman, Johnsion,
Martell, B. Samth -39,
Fin. Secretary, .
T. Coflin,

Fuller,
Locke,’ I
Doyle,
Avchibald.—25. ‘

The Chancery Bill passed a thitd veading, and
the House adjourned tisl 3 o’clock.

Duaty on Molasses.

Ou ve-opening, the [Iouse went into Commuttee ‘

ol Wayy and Means.
Hon. Attorney General moved that the duaty on

Molasses be increased to lhc sune sum levied on

it herctofore.
M.
ty of 14d. ¢

cent,
Mr. M. ). Wilkins contended that,
it aught not be aghin brooght up—~it was against
Par h'unuumry form.

My, Whitman—"1'he same members are here as

voled the other day; we shall see il the Govern-
ment have found a price to buy up any honumhle
member. )

Cries of *¢ Order! Order!”

. Mr. Whitman—I movea call of the House,

" Mr. Wier —Ferhaps the hon, member Judges
other people by himaself,

Mr. Wude—The remurk
whole Lllpuse.

Hon, Anorney Gmnunl—«l eha'l treat it wuh
per feet indifference.

“Mr ML Wilkins=~The hon. and lwmned A,
torney (wnudl i {oite » modol of fort; e:mmoc —
(Laughter. )

Mr. M Lellan rose—

was an’ mault to |he

fsncd; (Lawoghter); add if the hou. wember who
in 80 anxious to hear hiniself, only had wn intelleet
in proportion to the bulk of his person, he would
be a model member «-«(R"n(’wed werriment.)

Mr Wade commenced o sp'uxk——- e

Mr. Holmes —The leained” member in‘out’ of ore.
dei~he was standing.

A NerY .

Locke moved, in amendment, that the du-"
ner g.nHun be imposed, and that the
Advalorem duties be increased ({ron 64 to 7 per -

as this
question had been decided already this’ Seasion,’

“theé Provinco for thie yenr 1854+

Me.Williins—Wait a woment tiil I have fins i

- L , ' ('nwx

MARCH 2

M. Doyle—-—l fhought i caﬂ of the Housa was
moved for somethinig thngible: *

Mr. Ho!mes—The original’ resoluation’: wap W
raise-ithe duty o Molasses; from 14d:to 25&1)&
‘gaflon. The amendment is'to -lev the smajl’ duiy
runam on:Molasses, and raise the 64 per eents m

X will-vote for the:amendment, becatse the:
mcrease on other goods will fall, chiefly, on .the::
rich; and tha poor will get their Molasses chdap» 4
er. T :

Mr. Locke’s amendment was neganved E ;

.- Holmes—Gentlemen go over like a ﬂoek
r.f geese However, when - honomble membcw
Wade out beyond their depth, ic:is- nm.uml theyy 2
should be defeared. - 4

Mr. Wade ~The geullemun is all tho mm o
scratching his head, and. cannot find an- 1dea. o :‘

Cries of ¢ Questlon, question.” . - . .

Br. Doyle—I want the duty lowered , o1 - Mo- '
asges. 1am ata dead lock. (Laughter) N

The resolution to fix the duty as it was lagt

year, paseed in Commiftee, 25 to 23.

"The Committee adjourned.

M. Esson—Well, | can assure - lhe Governlv
ment and the House, that I.do not feel in very.
goon humor after the moenner in, which my reso-

. lation has been treated.

Mr. Holmes—I move that the Repor& be uot
receievd.
Mr. Whitman—I sacond the motion. o
I‘he House divided as follows 1= :
Agamah oo

Lor.

Comeau, Archibald, N

Creighton, McQueen, :

Beckwith, Wier, -

John Camplmli Wade,

Zwicker, © McKinnon, -

Murray, r T. Coffin, -

Joseph Coffin, }r Sol. General,

John Munro, '*B.‘Smith, ' ‘

Tharoe, ) 1 - .Bournenf,.: - . v- v

Whitman, Pro. Secretary,

E. Young, Attoiney General,

Jost, ‘Mclellen, . v oo,

Muosher, ‘Chipman, -+ - .

More, Shaw,

Wilkins, ‘1. Munro, :

Cowia, Dimmock,: e

Holmes, © Fuller,

Johnstun, <11 - Fnancial Secwtary,,

Marshall, P. Snyth, - -

Killam, : Fulton,

Ryder, MeoLeud, a

Brown, - " Duyle, S

Byson.~23. Martells, o

L')cke, oy

! . Anmmd -—36. TRV

¥ .
L

The [Iouse then ad_;oumed.

-"'——'#—'—- R
Twespay, March 27, 1865
“Trade Returns. -
_ The IIon TFinancial Secretiry, by commundbf .
His Excallency, Iaid ‘on the table'of the ™ Hotigs .
the followiug" Roturns, toluting” to the Tradé 16 of *
b
lst. A Goneral Statément ‘of “[aipbits, bémg“"

a detadled acoount of the principal’ artwles"“bf’
British and Foreign merc“ha,ndizc, imported ‘du "

ring the year eilding the 31st, Decomber, 1854}

-showing tle qmmtlty and vilue of gach’ m‘mm"*‘

entered at each Port, and’ mdica.tmg froms whit™

countyies importéd. g e
2d. AGeneml Statement offE'xporbé figme e .

,va Scotia, for' tho satie” pefnod ‘and* %vfth* ’th’é‘*“

"like paruculurs.

'




! ﬁ.;":c.}:i" hate ‘..,NT: '
 MiRew 27, 1855:
34" An“Abstract.of ‘the’

S

diple “artiolss”

REVE
"o " Butter,

Liewdon vaedn o
NﬁE.
I

1095

2,50;? e 17,618

prin "20;219

British and Foreign morchandizo imported, into™Cheese, + . :; €310 0,088500 1 52,460
Ndﬁ“ai‘"'s«fdtia;“foi-’thé‘s'dm%"paribd;"aﬁd’wjph* the Eggs; |- ¢ 1,173 27 Pirg
like particulars.. TR Horned;Cattlp,“-*- 26,016 26,016

Ath: An_Abstract of, Exports for 1854, withi Horses; : = — 3,121, . ..3,121
lilfé“pp.}i;ﬁi\dnléml BRSNS S Pork, .. . 10,020 . 14,4 4,448

5th. A General Statement of Ifiports; skow- “:Potatoes, | - 6,328 * 8,054 -
ing thé Valiie of merchandize’ entered at' each”* Bheep, =~ = . 4,746
Port in Nova Scotia; for the "same périod, with* = —_— ) —
like particulars. . TR ‘; o Total. 19,249 (‘ “}33,860" "‘Fw;ll"i,sll

6th.” A General Statement of vatub 6
from each Port, ‘with
7th. A Comparativ

liKe-particulars: -
e Sta

merchandize entered at'each Port'in Nova Sco-  Elour, (wheat) 306,676 20,083 = 277,493
tia, during the years 1853 and 1884. ool % Ryes ° 14,514 e L 7
8th. A Comparative Statoment of Value of Corn and Wheat, 16,097 — 116,097
Exports, for samie periods, "1 i L0 ’" Oats and Barley, 8,598 T B3360 6,262
9th. Statément of Goods' in. Bonded* Ware. X ea}, i 51,901 ——liir BL90L”
Houses at Halifax, 31st Deceniber, 1854, o I —— s meonl
Ue wouild bog'leave to Lay Yefors the' Hoiisd, Total. 397,686 ' ‘31,419 "/364,267.
in a very brief and condensed shape, the infor- - . code in heir nro.
1% 1 5o doounents s bt LG of the Tade i P o ot pr
Valuo of Imports from Grea, Britain, £636,885° - A Valne  Valuo:  Excess of
“ o " " B.N. AColonies, - 329,612 S imported:' " exported::. exports. .
«“ “ Brit, W. Indies, 30,133 Alewives, ' £ ‘3,818 . ' & 3818
“ i United States, 575,288 gOdﬁsh, : %’Z@? lgg:ggg }37,30,7
y IS - Herrings . : i 137,307
“ . “ 7 Other Countiies; A%l M%‘ o 600 Glogy
Total value of Imports £1,791,082 - Mackerel,: 427 194,062 - 193,635
Total valie of Ez;;l))orts,’ 1,247,668 Shad & Salmon, 8,195 16,057. {7 ggy
- S ~~e  Beale Fish, - 1,615 2,974 1,359
.. Dafferénce, ' 543,414° Oil, o (8,042 - 24,400 16868 .
Value of Exports vto.‘Grea.tiBritain,‘ ‘-£l‘1.7‘;844»~ . 102,742 521,425 i18,683
LU ¢, - B, N. A, Colonies, . 413,026 Jerar o, L O Hedtha s
.“ ¢ Brit. W. Indies,. ® 270,750..  Trade in productions of the Forest : "™ o
b “ United States, . ; 318,676 X v “Value . Value . 4 Excess of
“ « ~Other Countries, - 127,372: . "5 of imports. of exports...-oxports: . .
TR " w———ou Lnmber,. . £1,618 136,596 133,978
- Total value, - £1,247,668 Shingles& K 2,442 5,;(1;3 2,271
| R SRR P ars and Lnees, —— _.: 9562, . .9562
A Comparative Statement of the value of Tm- ‘A.S&'ves &Hoops,’ . L 20’;3 a8 .- ,ﬂ‘20:3 48

ports and Exports

, for the yep,
shows an incre

rts, 13 1863 and 1854,
ase, as follows : C ‘

Total Imports for 1854, . £1,791,082
w e 1853, 1,417,086
Inorease, . ... £373,996
Total Exports in 1854, < £1,247,668
o e Tagsy) “Lonr

Inerease, : ;
The Ports at which the

‘prin¢ipsl “amotint” of
increase, in

f Exports

tement, of the valueof *

£168,961

Value . Value |

aue .. Yalue ;“Egzcass‘of‘
Imported: ° exported:

BREAD STUFFS, £co
T vig, “Siports.

¥

Timber, mm— i 149410 T404)

Wood, . ——— 30,577 ... 30,677

Furs, | e B9 8;799 -3
Total 5,060 225,634, 320,47

1y, w i

Exports of Mines and Minerals; viz,, ' !

4

Gypsum, e £14,987
~ Coal, ‘ ' 47,699
PR B s RSN,
Total. boal 14 562,688

AR vt U S -
', . " RECAPITULATIOW: ¥ s oA
S : . ey

value of Imports, were the follow- A s L e

ing : e T R BT S T T s by

; . e ¢ . ¢ Ex6ess of Exporta.:.
Halifax, at which the Increase was. £295,204 Agricultursl Products: (except“B:e‘:;f» uﬁgﬂﬂ;& ey
qumouth, Lo ¢ NP (I 17,’.3742',~ *st“ﬂ's) IR "-:'1-, e S’£‘1’1‘4~;61"1 sy
}desor, e 10,862 Biskicties, -/ - oo '418;686% ¢
Dl_ctou, e sl 8573 porest Productions, = y
Allflli)g";sb” . g o 2:?2# Mines and Minerals,, o
Arichat, - R 4264 Add value of Shiips'oxported,

zo % SE
The principal Increase in ,}vas,x}*(s

the following Ports'; "~ "
Increase at Halifax,. ;.
“ Liverpool,

tho Exports,

" £139,587

Agriculturdl Prodsts o
| Rl

i };7» i :‘fimported:3?
VAPPIGS, ' -zﬁ%io “‘i"&"ﬁl"

i the year :
Viatho
L R A . JC,Ee

“, “4,* oy M’Pugw&ﬂh‘,‘ [T ”12"}‘ ‘m‘9,ﬁ‘9,3 «Z:
R Ragged 1slands, f0 e, 6389

¢ orton, —in s 8,197
The following statement exhibits the trade in

Ex'cbéé of

 exported: “exports:
fif;'rgslvss'm:ﬁ o

255020 juand Sizty Thousand:

" Intitn, than'that of+

* £6/978pris

o *=~Sﬁe‘§ling*rMo‘ney’w IR G EYE0,96T. ;-
R T

x S 2oy '
s G e gy ety

" In'tound ‘iﬁuﬁxbé‘:s;‘th’efefo"re;‘@i\]?n‘éﬁgg{ edi )
Poundsis ths vatuebfLdosq:

rted fromi: Novd Seotiailagts.
in":proportion‘td the Popds
sither Gréat:Britain opithg s
_ Uﬂitédfsr:ates’:«mdzwémwéwqu‘e%wﬁa ot
ingly dsked,” Whatdoes N, ova Sedtimmanifude,
‘tum’!‘%*‘mw-\reply?”%’«ixi’ﬁdji;ods»" %r.\thpsg‘fgﬁgﬁi:éi S
' which triumphantly repeld.the ‘apordions¥whiehit:.!

are“ofton‘thirown ipon-he industryand erite
8701 ouipbople;s E Al

b

mestic produce exps
, yeari“aigum-larger;




1864, £1,359,761..
1853, 1,064,556
| Inorease. 296,2052.

Value of Exports from Halifax, 1854, 739,305.
« “ « 1853, 606,718

Velue of Imports at Halifax,
I { [{3 ' [

Inereaso of Exports, 132,687
do. Imports, 295,208
Total Increaso of Trade, 427,7921.

Value of Imports from Value of Exports to

Great Britain, 584,591 50,4944,
B. N. A. Colonies, 198,586 267,438
British Wost Indies, 21,923 174,429
United States, 344,634 147,363
Other Countries, 210,027 99,581
. Total. '1,3569,7611. 739,3051.
Difference against Halifax, 620,4561.
Valu(; of Exports from Outﬁbrfs, . 508,3634.
¢¢ TImports at “ 431,321
Difference in faver of Outports, 77,0421

Comparative Statement of Ships built and
gold, in 1863 and ’64 : .

No. 'Tonnage. Vaf.Our’ney.

Built in 1864, 244, 652,814, 509,3191,
« 1853, 203, 34,376, 315418
Inorense.  41.  18,438. 193,901%

No. Tonnage. Valuo.
Ships sold in. 1863, 86, . 21,867, 191,401L.
“@ o« 1864, 69, 21,125, 179,316

Decrease. 17. 742. 12,086¢,

The Houre went into Committee on Bills and
pessed the Bill to Incorporate the Trustees of -
the South Baptist Meeting House, at Wilmot ;
the ‘Bill to Incorporate tho Acedian Iron and
Steam Company; -and tho.Bill relating to the
River Fisheries. '

Tho House adjourned.

—-n——-*..-——-
. WEDNESDAY, March 28, 1856.
« . Distilleries.

Mr. Wier, Chairman ofthe. Committee on the
Petition of James Wilson and John Oal, Distil-
erg; requesting . certain privileges, reported that
the Committee did not consider it expedient to re-
pots favorably on these petitions, this Sessign.
The report was signed by all the Comumiltes, and .
was adepted by the Houge. . - N

' Acadian Marble Company.

On.the. reading of the Bill for incorporating
thé above Company, in charge of Mr. Archibald,
that gentléman explained that, as capital was ne- -
cessaty to develope the vesources.of the country,
.the liabilities.of the Company ehould be liwited 10
the amount of theirinyestments.

Mr, M..I:Wilkins aupported the Bill—thought. '

it perfectly:pafe to allow- the: Company:to,.go inte..

oparation without being 5liqb1e,~fpg-,m«‘);reu thap the .

stock:they invested., . = . ., nlv oo i
Hony: Auorney General;opposed:ihe; limited il ..

Lilityi. . The. Houee ought to lay:down. some rule; .

to hind:all:companies, aﬁ!sg-;-.np,!}aosanglyj one rule:.
to our Insurance Companies, and another; . Mipx,

. REVENUE; &e:

' James

“34,1019, R

way RS gl SRR TRY

out.

My, . Archibald—Here are gentlemén ready s *
come ioto thé country and expend caeli .in £1,000
on a public undertaking; they are williiig to' risk’
the money ; but they do not wish to. risk: akothss
£1,000 which they have not invesied. * The Pros '
vince can lose nothing-—the “money will Be™ ex-
ended on your own soil; and, if the whole thing

xa a faiture, those only who invest will lose’ dny=
thing. ) C R

Mgr. M. I. Wilking—Of course—their laborers
will be paid every week. It canaot be preteaded -
that they will Tose. ) o

Mr. Archibald referred to the practice of New
Bruaswick, Canada, and the United States, in
favor of limited liability., =~ '~ ’

Hon. Attorney General— New Brunawiok °
adopts more the American system than we do.

 Minom 27,1885,

110
| HALIPAX. -~ . .+~ ing,Companies. e moved the clause;be strueh

v ol P T L o e
Dr. Brows wais rthér in (3755 9t mors extapd:
. ed liability. : LR -

r. Sipith advocated the Bill'as it stvod,dand

instanced aome Bills for the Tncorporation of Tu<
swnnee, Companies, that did not involve the
Shareholdera in double the amount of thel
Stack, N ) :

Mr. Zwicker opﬁosed the views of the hoa, Ar
torney Genmeral. , The. Houre ought to be very
glad to welcome’ the expeaditure of money, in
his country, from abroad. o

Mr. Wier advocated the ‘Bill, [f New Brunee
wick was ahead of us i enterprise, we ought to
put our. shoulders to the wheel, to keep pace with
her, and the first thing to do would be to aweep
away-thiese old restrictions.and absurd clogs on.
the-industry and enterprise of the people.’ What
made New ®™Brunswick and the United States
prosperous? The. numerons ..companies which
started into life, and were not “hampered by any
such restriction as was attempted to be imposed
here. Nova Scotians were as enterprising and
able as any men in the World, and it was high
time such absurd laws were swept away. ’

Hon. Attorney General replied—He wasdaters

mined to test the sense of the House on the mat.

tery and take their decision as-final.. :

The amendment to etrike - out the’
(which- limited the liability of the Company to
the'amount of Stock subscriged,) was negatived;
—5 m favor, 30 against. o

Hon. Attorney Gieneral—1 take it for. granted
the question is now settled, us applicable o all
Companies: S

The House went into Commitice, and passed
the above Bill. - A Lo

Government House,

- Mr. Archibald reported from ths Committee.oh. . |
The repairs. would; ,
. [

the Govérnment Houge Fire.
amount to about £5,000. .

Delap’s Petition, &¢.

clause,

Mr.Wade moved for a Bill to authorise the ag: :

‘vegsment of the Township of Granville, to psy.
Delap, fog_support of Poor. . s
After'a long argument against the claim

was agreed to on two divisions—23, te 19—and

' A -Bill. relating to Crown

and the House adjourned. :
et e N

»;L;n’ds :'tthen passed

l

' Bills, ete,

IASITIE A% ) }

‘vead -athird time, and finally passed. w eyt

. he claia by MF.
Johnston and Mr. Whitman, Mr. Wade’s wetion

~ 7 THURSDAY,March:20,1865 ;- -

b

A:large numbey of private agd locdl Acts ivéu" ‘
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Superior. . Bagp abject te “thig measure he-

N B } . AT, ',"f’-f'u:':‘T;'“‘aﬁii‘{?g:v‘:}
“Marcw 30,1855, .U "SALAREHS, 5

. I BRI v
<. 'Mines'and Miueraly,

"Mr. McQuoen moved that the. General Mining ~ Oitse it does not stats exaglly what éalirjes
Associntion be-required 10, pay the full Roynity | '8r0.16'b§ incronsed, - - ' :

due on Slack Conl sold and shipped by. them dur. e McLellan~The Clerk in Mr. McNab's
[ing thé_yenr”ﬁﬁw a8 erkghg,ir‘rgli'g[yq;'andﬂtb’al _oftice is rllpe;yery last man who ;sbou’ld’,» bave
the Royalty be rediced to one-half ‘the ‘presént hi§ salary lacreased.’ ‘He workg ‘only-five
charge, or six’ pence“per chaldron’ on all 8lack “hours a day. " L .
Ceal, shipped from the 14t day of “January, 1855, r. Martin I, Wilk‘irqS-;Supposé instead ‘of
and porl l;e iiu;;euse}i b: 'O:d- that viite; during the g houts s day, he works all day, aud’h'f the
tesm of the 8¢ of the Aesoeintion, -~ - 4 ToRE: i st . ¥ K T i
Mr. McLellan moved, in amendment, that the .80 I 0t on 1 ondays also? His daty iag

A
H

_moy ; den  very much increaiied by ap  invaiTog in
the House. do adjiur. The ‘amendment pagsed °C° avings® Bagk ta' b 103, 00, ivash
in the aﬁrmlivé’, and the House udjourned, .- : the Savmgs.‘ﬁ Bm‘k’: to “l’he !nnp of,g'is,%bo.

- L incréqsé‘s@‘iéri‘es”p}:gapd 180 15, - Lo
‘ o ~1 give notice’ that’ I"wi
: ' 4 [ R

© mdtion to empower ihe’,gdvq‘rb‘};ﬁﬁ’t‘ to
e "Mr. Whitingn— |
- Fribay, March 30, 1856,  movh to rdséind‘.' v S
Salaries in Pablic Offices,. . = . Raﬂwa‘xﬂﬂxpensqs.uz o
The House met at 17: v+ © - . : Hoh.“Atlorney_Geherél,nby command of hig
n entering. we'found’ g report from 'a ¢om. Excel!ency‘ﬂmq Lieat. Governor, | rige: for the
mittee of ‘which Mr. Wi.r was chdirinan; un. - parpose of ‘laying on:the table of the house an
der debate, Yo' ainthiorise the Governinent 1o 8ccount of tae-eXpenses of the Railway ‘Board.
raise the salarics of clorks in public cfficés. - -On the-appointment oﬁ‘Commlsmoners,jw was
Yo answer.to .80me remarks 'of the’ hon. At--'quits understood: on: both: sidog of*!b‘e.glonse
lorney General,” Mr. Mafshall staied thathe that the salary .of ‘the Chief , Commissioner,
did not think bim worth answeririg, © My .HO!VB,.W&S to be Fhe:aame‘amhe received
Mr. Holmes—You, havo got intg “office on. 10 his previons. office, AT00 o year, | Nt
the cry. of high salares; ang under. the plea, of - kuowing ‘what the ‘daties of the other: Com-
reducing them, merely to enjoy, these bigh sa~ ‘misslonsts ‘woild be, we lﬁ“"gb‘_itbef\mﬂﬂ
laries yourselves. Haye you reduced any:of-- ‘pradent cotrse wonld be to:fix their Temunere
them?  No! they are as high as.ever, Dogs- tion at.the most, moderate sum. - Thag sum,
the present Secretary’s office cost less-than - for al} the other ('Oﬂ?m'”'PUelﬂf’»WQ named_m
when Sir.Rupert. de George was. in .t . No! £600; bat in the. :PIOFI'GBS j'of»thg work | ive
and now .you have. brought in 4 sbill to. 4n- round-:ghat.these gentiemen hgdwlq*gwe one
ctease the pay. of the. clorkg. | c o, «thalf of ‘lhelrfWholqvume‘ to the public service;
Hon. Financial . Becretary turned.to the - and ‘they have: réfused “the sum: namied: g,
Journals to show. that: Sir. Raupert.. réceived quitc an inconsiderable: and. ?lpadeqnape~rem-|z.
£2,000, and 1o Secretary subsequently . had ‘,ueratxonuforp their- labour. ~ ‘querr'the:sxé'xr.‘
recerved anything like that, , it o cUmstances; thlnk~‘th9fhogse fwxllgg'greprtwuh ‘
Hou. Mr, Johnston—Sir. Rupert nover re. ‘me; that £1000- should be-voted.. 7The ionly
deived a farthing he was not entitled to;:and.ag d'ﬂi"l}“y‘m my- mind is, whether the sam
he is absent ; thege obeer‘valiona;might be ought. to"be -sterling or ‘cﬂ“l’e"cﬁ“ A trasy
tpared, .. . . 7 g tha:w:llnot be treated asa.‘pany‘qu‘_eguom,i@.
Hon. Fin. Secretary-1 did no bmg; him ;(;:ﬁhiérown-—l oppose this; £600was quits
on the carpet, but the-hon, thember for Pictou, -enough. . . ., S
Mr. 'Hol‘r)rie;'rnairitu'inegi"'that ‘he ¢otld gor .- Hon, J. W, Johnetqn—;lwth;n{mpe Board
find on the Journalg-that: i Rapert received oughtito be the ‘best judges - of ‘their- labors,
more lhz‘m(-'ﬁ‘l,500.' L S . and of wha they shonld receive,:. . g,

LN

r. Brown-"I object to’ this' gépo[t_{,jm The Paper was laid ‘on the 'tablt";a;‘v;:;fi’ R
againstiincréqs‘ingdqa‘!aﬁes;‘,‘ .. Living 'is_just a8 . -Office of Chief Jastice, - e
‘8Xpensive in gtn,p,coqn!fy-,a‘ﬁ,,in.gheytgwn. v MreMartin' [, ‘Wilkins—{ rigg, gir, for the

[A long personal debate took . place, ,.quite urpose of moving the resolution | hold 'iti'm
beside t!xe,xqueationga oL ot chapd, ln :gvi_ewing.the aets. of the present '
Hon, Auy, General-_-lt:is*not ‘the .intention _ .8esgign,, I, think . iv will be -admntted that, we

of the government o ‘ncrease: the salaries of havn.been‘gptxng away oney.
officers geoerally—only where v js: indispen. ther noceremoniously.. . We. lgye, 8t beoen
sably necessary; - but" jf this bil} ig réfused . cajled upen.. for, £1700 l‘ogamilway@ Coriithis-

~some of our public J‘dtﬁces“*wiﬂ' be’ shut *up, ﬂ{sion,ers,;f:@nd,}v,o.,ImVé;;giyén X869 84 pansidne
rant this power and’ it will be ‘used diséreet- | to gentiemen—which ; pensions areiig; fubt ae
y. - You 'mgyf'fr'qufu,pdn it that, t‘bfgigqﬁg‘?p-‘ long as their gaiura!;‘liz,es;;z‘;tﬂotgbéﬂb“ B0y
ment will not” pefil theji osition, By exteava- Ty 985y, gonsciencs,an, theee imattardy. d taiped
gance, - U7 e R T overin miy:mind lg’ggyhjgh&,-.toge’e nl?;tl;brks,was‘
Hon. Mr, ,{obnstqn——wl &M not, quite sure of - a0y, potaible ; moda.;of, ,compensagit sforsghis.
thut.  The hoii. Fiiiancial ‘Secretary has, bee e ravagance,, b ;\;mql;ingg,a;mf_ ‘
fore now, ‘voted toincresse tha. salary: of the @’g haye c,quif }

<L ARTD RS &
Tecoiiimendation

£ bl b LU JRTRS i A L %lhﬁ}!@!&ﬁﬂ;ﬂ_
Lient.vGovetnor 1o ‘£3§509‘Ffperi:gdnem!}'.'”if I.p qglgggplju,g,rgmpt.rl,,ggdg;ffom' ]
do not b‘ppbﬁé"‘dfiéa‘ﬁqtiﬁmaﬂin&bﬁ;se;‘"ﬁﬁé@&"it o L,wg%&pgm,giqégr !MM&&OQ
e red: X Kiow ihipililes” o Ttor i scia, i, s oflce . apithat e,
the Receivé ,'"Ge”xféi’a‘l',sagﬁi‘?’j@i;yﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁ‘gufgh 1 Dothing,in that.channgl., We ha
s to entitle the clerk to an’ inerdiise '3 DAy, the'Cox ‘f“o’ﬁfq";i'

L

e l’—' s dy 1
f his: reront; in

for which'he - s the’
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banch consisting of a Chief- Justice and four
. Paisig Judges.”  The distinclion is,n mere
" iominal one. " They have to perfora the sume
dutjes,.exercise the samé functions, "There .
is,, therefore, .fiv reasen why . one of thoge
" judges, who hus not to perform, “more work
than' the ethers, bat generally less, should re-
~oeive a largersalary, and be distinguished by
‘a superior 8eat, at (he hwim of the govern...
ment for the time being, It is the duty of the

L:gislataré to approtion pay according to work -

~—and.if Mr. Justice . Bliss.caii and does per-:-
form as much work as any, Chief Jugtice, why
should the latter reccive £500 more ?' The
- hou, Member for Halifax’ (Mr. Wier) some-
times talks to us of ‘anfiquated . notions and
figares; I think it is an antiquated notion that
one of the Judges should receive £500 more
than the. others; and -do- no more* work. It
would,. therefore, be for the benefit 'of - the
country if the Judges were equal. - Thelaw .
‘provides . that the Chief Justice'shall receive
£1000 stg, a year,‘and any. futare Chief Jus-
tice! £800¢cy., while the: Puaisne Judges re-.
ceive but £700. ° Another reason :why I:pro-
. poge this resolution-is, because-all legal pre.

- ferment new. takes place through this house, ..

-and if a':vacancy were'lo- occur in the. Chief.
Justiceship’ under Responsible ‘Gevernment,
- foliowing the example of England (which-we.
+ reseiablé as much as a-musquitoresembles an..
.-elephant—Ilanghter) -.we should see our lijtle
Auorney General vashing - into thie vacant:
soat. - And;sit, it-is very easy to supposelha
a-very unfit;lawyer—a. -man‘ of 5 or 6 yedrs
- standing—without eitherlearning or integrity
.—might by-‘political intrigué find his wayinto:
this:-house; aad by the fuvor of a corrupt:ma~ ..
jority. might obtain the officé 'of Attorney-Gens
eral, and at:the.death or rétirement of a. Chief

. Justice; thisindividual would be placed on' the .

-hench, above older and. more worthy Judges; .
and itis obvious that in such an event the lat~
.tet- would ndt submit to the disgrace' of hold- .
ing seats under so unfit a person, aud the pub-

i llic would lose the services:of able and upright
.-judges, and tho admiristration of justice would -
fall into the-handsi.bf ithe ;greatest kinaves.in
the Province. ‘And,-thus' we would be afflicte .
ed with.the, greatest curge, thatean befall a
..peoplo, a foul’ and. corrupt administration of
- Justice. ' : _
house ig- tﬁe,"‘a‘ren%‘ “‘in which,

o B N N AT R

Ag the i

under the new system ‘of Respondible Govern. -

mant; profossional fien are “to fight:their way

to'thé bench, it id above -atl*thingy™ desifablo

thatas’ each’ Judgé  wont oiithe: bench fresh *
* “from-*politics-He - should- tako*his’Seat* at'the '
- fodty and: not ‘at the:head of the benéhs: and -
 that piority shiould‘be awarded io*ihat
© wihio! had'§erved ‘the' public ‘tho longest; snd

was beltter aequainted with ‘the"daties of the
-jidicialiofficasistItwo ild tot" be'righit : that'a
.. youhg;-Hmbitious lawyer

‘the bar and: putioverthe
: *lﬁfﬂi‘grdﬁh?gibby‘iwi‘

bedds’ of Judges who -

ervice; ‘and it woild ©

SRV AP - Char B Rl Ak B T of ships...., The ame ni.proy
b abovarll tings wringtogaythis-young (oS The mendnent provide
paplraatlargor slary haiUhs orkers e s o1 " iontt BN e
%m»ﬁ%rébﬁn f,.5preca,s‘eiﬁt‘ﬁm§i%i?h?§:?gpé;g‘%ifg‘%d  Goveruoy in Council. - ﬂ%?; i’i"*ﬁ e
O o gtastar thi themY 'O TRESB T, U Mosstas Rillain, "Johsatend Wi
w,dg%ﬁ"wkii %t“ﬂi et : * i i g wﬁgaé%iu(xm,hx’;%g%ﬁ%‘%@& i) »;‘m £

ik Y at ARele | b

CHIEF-JUSTICESHIP,

_five. public servants,

-perate coughi during the-able epeechiof. the Kon,

Judge ™

“shonld-be takeén fiom "+

~Marcm30, 1855.

S

are peculiarly the days of progress, and where
we find abuses wé should corr ct them. ' The
‘equalizsition of - ths Judges woild bis'a ‘pablic
benefit,'and ‘thé cotintry Would gaiff 'by”  ihe,
difterence’ in salary.”’ I'théréfore; sir; ‘move
this resolution, that the peoply, may ‘see wo

-ars not inclined to, throw away their. money

with both .hands, -but are anii,opg} to use one

to get.some of it hack again,. . Mg, .Wilkins
read the resolution as-follows:—, TIPS
“Whereas the Judges. of -the‘Bnpreme
-Court are-equal to:authority, ‘and-exercise
the same fanctions, and the titlé of Chief
Justice is nothing more than a nominal and
honorary distiiictiof, Which, under certain
circumstances is calculated to become invi.
dious and offensive, and on that account
should be‘abolished. :: == " |

‘““Ind Whereas there is no reason why, of
each-performing the
same.duties one of:them should ‘receive. a
much larger salary than the others, .and
seven hundred pounds currency. is, in, the
opinion of the houge, a. sufficient.remunera.
tion for the services of a_Judge.ofs the Su.
preme Court;: .. .. . A A SN

Resolved therefore,:that when & vacanc
shall occur-on the bench by the" death’ of
retirement of the venerable Brenton ‘Halj.
burton, the -title and -distinttion of ‘Chief
Justice shall ‘cedse, and. the person who
shall be appointed to fill the'vacant:seatron
the beneh shall receive’s a salary of*séven.

A
oot E

“hundied ‘pounds -currency' a ‘year,-and ‘no

more, and for the: futuré the: Judges of the
‘Bupreme - Court shall take rank tand 'frece.
dence according to the date of their respéc.
tive commissions, and’ the -Judgé ‘Wwhese
commissions is the 'i)l‘deét:;qhiilfl;qfdedigﬁat-
ed first ‘or.senior' Judge ot the Suprema
Court % 1. o 0 Lo iy v e

Mu. Wilking—There—that * is’ the' resolutien,
I hope nobody will oppuse it, as it does not.de.
serve:any oppositiofi. “(Laughter.y. } -~ 5!

:Mr. Doyle—If you;did; not want opposition, -
you should have;-drawn..it. somewhit. differently. -
It has A-personal reference;throughoyts .., :, N

Mr. Marshall—I rise, sir, -t0 second the , reso-
tion of my hon., and learned friend, because o jts
of, the
{;

adoption, undei the, present’ syster e,
pointment of ‘Judgés, depends’ the s y ofithe
subject, and'the pivity ‘and’ réspectabiliy of “dur
Supreme Court: Bengh: " A%wiia)! siF; i3 Areso.
lution has affected the luhgs:ofilichon Attoriey
‘General. " I tistened ’wiihﬂple‘%l‘shmi 'witorhis des-

ap-

«introtlucer of the resolution. « Vam-almost sivitluc.-
ed.ito send. him.a bottle of; pulmanary balsam.
He fears the resolution, if cariied, cwill afloct:his
‘chest.- 1{ the doses I administer:daily, doeshis-
Topeerday 8]

honor no.other, seivice, I'think,if ' I'live to cone

tinde ‘them I wil altimaig) icuve’his’ ambition, -
Pl resolition was Hid on. the ‘taﬁlé’:}};f a flo-
tiee, C - P ey

N SRR A T AT £
T Reﬁ“‘& % “*gs;!inqm ' gl

Pt

A lgpgn'dcl)aie,tod -place ori annmendmentiof, [
the Council. to. t}heﬁbjllﬁ providing:fog e regighy - '
ided-th
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nthers, opposed the amendment. It wag ridicu the majogi:y-—therefgrq . 1" reported this,, grym
lous that uvery-sliipﬂosihgﬁhéi""tégistérjﬁtiBUld'be Jrom‘*Gisjjﬁh:‘ﬂfe’éi‘éhd“Ihabé it W?ll’imsé,‘kalzbofggi ’
obliged to wait for one untif ~th’e‘vaer’ﬁo’x‘¢ﬁx§"“~ I 8UppOse’ thbke' W hio fre‘cei'i'efitf*will‘ibp" s€ me; "t
Council were consulted, SOOI ‘ ‘aa*tbéy»~alwaﬁéfliéve"dépe"bgfoié.' L EE e
Hou. Attoraey General descanted on the jm. Hon. J. W Johrston ‘hail"a‘lways“vadvocated*'

portance of a’ship’s v
Iy olten the Lille 1o u ship
There wag a 8trong
Huuse on the necdssity of
the'hon, member fu Ann
respongibiliy of striking
wight do so, e
Hon. My, Johnston—I feg]
'move to strike out “Goverpe, a
The motion pussed and
lor an hour, :

egister, and the fét that've.
opinion in the ‘
h:s*reewiétiou; but if
apolis chose 1o take the

quite satisfied to .
nd Couneil.**
‘the house adjourned

N The Judges, o
On.resuming, Mr. ‘Wade faid on the fable the
fuliowing, in amendment to Mr. Wilkins’s, Yeso-
lution : e P
Whereas the existing distinction between the
relative offices and dignities of Chief Justice and-
Assistant Juatices of (he Supreme Coust Lug been
vecognised m this province Irom the earliest pe. .
nod, i acts of the legislature, and in the settle-
went of the civil fist, whilat « corresponding dig.
tinction has leng prevailed in the superior courts
i England, and i those of (he other Brit'sh
Notth Awerican Colonies: Aad whereas there
P10 Teason o appreliend that -in the event of a7
Yacancy oseuiring iy the office of Chiei}Juetic‘e.
i appointment thereto wifl he made that.will.not
commend tselt 1o the approval of the pééple . of
Nova Scolia:  Ang -whereas the sajaries assign.
ed to the oflicers reforred to cannot be diminssh.
v otherwise ihan by an act fpecially-assented to:
by the Crown— R
Resolved, therefore, 'that the resolution jlst'me:
-g10ved, introduced “without notice ut -the ‘clozge’
ol the session, when many'members have return.
¢d to their howes; an Mplating a change in*
ths mode of appointment to . apd “in" the emolu-
"ents ol the bench, ‘ought not t be entertained .
by ihis house. R o
Commiitee of Supply. o
The house went into Commiltes of ‘Supply, My,
mmock ia the chaie; . .. oes b
A nnmber of voreq passeq. :
. Pictow Academy,
On the vote to Pictoy Academy, RTINS
Mr. Holmes did not understand, why this, sam >
wag moved when the petitioners did.not :ask-for
money, . . :

Di

ER N .

R PR
Hon. Finaneial Secretary;explained- ‘
of the Academy, |, It was. not exactly wider. dny
religious denomi,na,tién, but it ought e have:some.;
Bpport as we § g mherﬂAcademiés.;_s;.x:,’».".: ‘

*» Brown said. he, hag ‘recommended; the
ney because other gects received wid from (pe
Bislature, and, . he presumed
a0d round Pigioy that desex
gution, '

Mr. Holm
in Pictoy th
Scotiu; wh
tha forpey ]
nerous ming
gum fopr ¢

LRI

o

mox:,
=l
there were. igecta iln
verl 'some aid for ed,;
Dracl U
tronger
n church.;ofs Néa
‘receive-aidiind: aog.
tenter into the,ges.i
Commitiee A9:¥ote Al simifar

T Tl R R
es—The kirk of Seatland s 5
an the. presbyteria
¥y should ihe layer

Why did it no
§.of the

Ire?

VERIE]
. 1

Beotland? . b HNLED el g g afy
‘ M:. Mdrtg;nl:‘ L-§W€“§«,"’,§y‘§i¥;§?%“;‘£ﬁ ofScotland
g is *‘ff”’geﬁ(,‘*i'“;dﬁL&;ﬂﬁipr%x%?ﬂmﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ%;;wﬁ!.‘e the
8 olher- HHTLY  aild ot *"'Fep resented R gpnd s ‘W
| therefiire "5kt *15 Fioient (hsh), W s
représ %af@%%ﬂ&ﬁ&ﬁagggﬁi%@&ﬁ%&%@ o0 walpae
R RAESR, e ’J%*iﬁ,;}ﬁ;‘ % 1L 5

o

( ve- grants’to this ‘Acade
depended ori ‘her regisa
“Uppei

eut the amendmeng he.. rant :
: - tion in-the' bj

: should be del

the institition; rand ‘égns
: cot;!d
B

the.state . pa

3 granted and pai
‘. T ] 3,1
I‘,n;ammg;bchoo
» on education last
4100, w

4 e
visited th
conditian, and;

Wil G &‘”‘L‘v W
generous this s

he suppgrtz«,ol;e,du'caximg'fm‘;,thq‘gk.‘irlﬁ‘nﬂi wh
= s J 3 P y B

'ous 8

R %ﬁ“{?&’

! Fﬁy,’hoﬁ{ever much he was *
o the purty . who ‘supported "
Academy, becavse wherever hesaw q body ¥
of mén‘suppo’rting“, efficiently, the cduise of educa "
tion, he would give them- the same aid asiae -
- granted-to other guck institutions; * The instruc~ .
gher branches -had the ‘greatest: efs
fect on'the broad population "of«the\cpuni?y; Vand”
although the’ kirk of Scotland were' not N A Pé.
eltion ‘now ta¢agk for“sucti a’grant asthis] yet-
the moment it :placed- itself+jn ‘that positioif ‘he:
ighted, and would be ona of the'firse ¢
to vote & similar-grunt for jp, The “hon, and
learned member. spoke at much greater lengyh: = (:
The resolution was'agreed toy ‘1 .0 ’f‘:‘?r“«;f “
on it Sackville Acadeniy, T
moving of the Vote to the Sdckville
sowe remarks haying been made i a

oppoged, politically,
the

On the
cademy,
low tone,, . S
Hon, Me. Johnston supported.the granf, and
Hon. the’Speaker wag very glad to bear, “testia
mony to the usefulness of thig ihstiliz!ﬁon};:it,l}giaw
turned out a wumber of promising young “men——
he had “one there himselt, with whose Progress
€ was perfectlysatisfied s’ and " there had lately”
been added, sto the, dastitutions wbrangh (o the
egiucation‘of;dgafand gdumb, ‘
" Hon. Mr, Jthéfé;iﬁ—T'hqtf
itional alaim, . The Atademy
—that at Horto e triec
branch, and found thy I ing
The grant pagged,” """ e
.- St-Mary?s, Seminatyf.'{! .
Mv. Edson” presented a pétition from 81, Ma:
ry’s Seminary,‘Seujng forth that ’*that“instim;ticn"
was in.ag efficient 4 gtale”a‘q“evéx',it‘tihsi B
Hon: ‘Mi Johnston’ My, ‘Wier,” Mr."Apfiahq,
and others, would sustain a grant for this'inggi.:
tation. - - N RIS | Wi

* Hoil Finaneial'Secravs ry
] 4 ! Hooa e Gl 1
reason the Commitfee had

grant’ was; that tHére |

3 -

sa
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"Mri Zwicker fivoved ithat- asum 6f £60 g
d to the trusteesof theModats
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ear recommended a:jgrant, ‘ol
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hoped the house. would be’ more
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Mr. Doyle—Why should the trustees have. aps
plied to an hon. ‘member. not of the, township or
county of Halifax, to move the grant? Had they.
not confidence in them? He could offer no ‘other
reason. He was never opposed to. grant money
for education—could point to, the journala in attes-
tation of his.disposition, but he thought the peti-
tion should have been, in courtesy, submiuted to
the members of the county first.

Mr. Zwicke exlplained.—He had been invited
to visit the school, and finding it to be a most ef-
ficient institution, had proffered his aid to obtain
& grant without any solicitation from the Rev.
Mr. Dunu, or any of the Masters, who had heen
discouraged by the refusal last year from renew-
ing their application, ‘ ‘ :

Mr. Wier. did not entertain the same Yiews a8
the kon. and learned member . for the townghip
of Halifax (Mr. Doyle.). He wag glad to see the
evidence of a more generous spirit on. the part of
the hon. member for Lunenburgh, as contradis-
tinguished from the narrow, contracted, and un-
generous views and policy of the hon: member
for Horton, Dr. Brown, who opposed all and
every’grant from which the city of Halifax would
derive any benefit. Co

‘Mr. McLellan opposed the grant,

After some further conversation the moticn was
put and carried by a very laige major:ty.

Treasury Advances.

The advances from the Treasury being taken
up, the advance for five months 10 My. Rush~
worth, a8 Private Secvetary to the Lieutenant
Governor created a good deal of discussion, out.
had very hard work to get at

of which we have
the substance here stated: Mr. Rushworth came
with Sir Gaspard: LeMarchant. in. Avgust, 1852,
and in 1853 and 1854 the house voted the salary
of £250. Mr. Rushworth served until the end
of 1854, leaving 5 months unprovided for by law.

On the vote being taken the Committee stood
17 to0 17, . :

. Mr. M. 1. Wilkins—I vote for this sum be.
cause I think the Governor’s. Private Secretary
ought (o be paid; but I condemn. the illegal pay.
ment and the manner in which. the. whole bLusi-
ness and accounts on this matter have been con.
dicted., I

Mr. Marshsll—1 vote against reimbursing the
Government for this expenditure, because, al-
though I have always been in ‘faver of the Gov-
ernor’s Private Secretary being paid, and have
voted for it, 1 entirely disupprove of the bungling
manner in which these accounts have been Kkept,
and the ridiculous manner in which we have
been hept here for.an, hour ligtening to childish
explanations about which we have hardly been
able to make head or tail. ‘

Discussion then arose as.to how the "question
had been decided, . . o

Hon. Attorney Gieneral—The chairman votes -
in’its favor, o ‘

M. Marsball—Surely not! he is bound to vote
against a money grant. C
- “Hon. ' Attorney Gereral referred to a
dent in favor of the practice just pursued, ,

“Mr. Marshall—Oh~—yes! whei
thing to be'cdrfied you will
‘cedent and policy forit, -

prece-

always find.! oth pre.’

Hon. Attorney Gg?gr‘a!:fl‘heq _the matter is |

settled; ~ - bt _ .. - Milford Haven Bridge,
© "Mr. Comeau~I"have alwaysvoted & ainst the,  Higho

grant. T voted against it 1853 4, aind 1" The appli

ROW volE aghinst it'in ‘1855 N b Yoted'in” which I'feel o

favor of it before 1 should-do o Howil" ¢ 11 2 ¢ig LatieaGe

. The vote

. going to ‘do about.the sheep, but the  scabby-

where there is any. -

Marci 30, 1855
The vote to‘Pl"ivate Becretary for this year was
agreed to, 19 10 17. oo ‘ ‘
‘ Increase of Salaries, =

The question on allowing the Government (o
advance salaries of certain clerks was negatived

19 to 17, but afterwards put and carried.

Deep Sea Fisheries.

of £4,000 to the deep sea fisheries
was then taken up, and after some discussion
the question was taken and decided in the nega-
tive by the casting vote of the chairman.

Agriculture, -

~ On the resolutions in favor of agriculture be-
ing taken up, ‘

r. Smith rose to say that if the vote df
£4,000 to the fisheries had passed, he would
have moved every vote from the Committee on
agriculture, to the amount of some thousands of
pounds; but as that vote had been lost, he
would not move all. He boped the house would
however, grant the usual votes of £50 to each
county, and he also hoped they would give
£2,000 for other 9 horses, so that each county
might have one.

Mr. Marshall—The fifties will be all right-—
not the £2,000. ‘

Two hundred pounds passed to the Central
Board of Agriculture,

Fifty pounds was Proposed to enable the
Board to manufacture bone manure.

Mr. Marshall——Oh, no!

Mr. Murray—If the hon. member knew the
value of that manure he would not say a word.
against it, ‘

Mr. Marshall—if you search the whole Gulf.
shore from one end “to the other, you eannot
find enough bones to make a bushel of it.

.. Mr. Locke—Tet every farmer import his ma-
chine to grind his own bones, and not be bone-
ing us. (Laughter)) :

Mr. Smith iwould abandon the mares, but
hoped the horses would be imported—he had no.
lx]nom interest in the matter than any man in the

ouse, ‘

Hon. Finaneial Secretary and hon. Attorney
General said the house couid not. afford this ex-:
penditure this season. ;

Mr. Smith—I move the vote for horses,

‘Hon. Mr. Johnston was astonished that the
vote for horses should be moved- by the hon.
Chairman in preference to that for sheep,

Beveral gentleman.explained that sheep could
be easily procured by individuals and Societies-
—horses were too expensive, N

Hon. Mr. Johnston—I beg my hon, friend's
pardon. . I am sure I never travel along the
trond to Annapolis without seeing every bam: pg
«door covered with placards containing huge pic- .
tures of these horses —(Laughter. ) .

Mr. Marshall—I don’t know what you.are.

ones that have been imported have infected @ves
ry flock in the country, - o
- The vote for horses was negatived.
Mr. Marshal—What! do you- vote - for
horges? o o ’
-Hon, Mr, Johnston—Oh, yes!- for
horses, and sheep.—(Laughter.) . e
The other votes, except for Mares, passedi. -

the-
tho el

Ly




TR SO

briefly state. It'hadl lonmg ‘béen ednsidered B

Ao

. Mr. Chipman:moved.

measure of public advantage that 2 bridgeshotild. losed:child

be erected over Milford Haven: ‘River, .in- the
ocounty of Guysborough; and accordingly ar.
rangements of & finanocial character were 1mdde
for that purpose. * Advertisements were issued
in the fall of 1853, and some seven or eight per-
sons tendered for the execution of the work,
The highest of these tenders was about £1,500.
the lowest that'of John H, Tory, for about
£900.—The intermediate offers were c-msidera-
bly beyond the latter sum. To John H. Tory,
then, the construction of this work was entrust-
ed, and, I am happy to say, he completed- His
contract to the satisfaction of the Commission.
ers and the magistracy of the county, as these
certificates, appended to his petition, testity;
8nd also, T may add, to the satisfaction of the
public. But while this contractor has thus per-
formed a work of such great public advantage,
and of such & meritorious character as regards
himself, T am sorry to say that he has thereby
sustained & most geriots pecuniary loss. Thig
loss was sustained in- consequence of the faot,
which is known to every. gentleman who.hears
me, that after the period at whioh he entered
into his contract, a very great and unexpected
rise occurred in the price ef the materials em-
ployed in the work. Iron, wages, and provi-
sions became suddenly advanced in price, and
thus the caleulations based upon rates G}xnsbx_n‘g
at the time of his tender were sompletely de-

ranged. His logs, in consequence, acoording to

the details furnished in the papers accompany-
ing the petition, exceeds £300, N ow, sir, this jg
& large sum, a very, large sum foran individual
just entering upon* the active business of hfs to
lose. It is one which I do not think the public
for whom he worked, requires that he should
lose.  Were it at all like the other cases which
were before the Committee to whom _these
slaims were referred, and involved & loas of £10
or £20, or £30, I could not ask the sympathies
or interposition of this Committee. "l_?llb, ‘8ir;
when a loss like 'this, involving poisibly the
future prospects of this young ‘man, ig brought
to our notice, we may fairly distinguish’ it from
the cases to which I have referred, "and deal

with it upon other and more liberal terms. I .

know that it may be objected that when s man
takes a contract of this sort, he takes it subjeot
to all the contingencies of profit or loss. I do
not intend to disregard this objection. It ismy
purpose, then, in the sum I am about to agk, to
Plase upon him one haif of the loss, and the
other half of the burthen to the publie. I think
this is a fair compromise, and as I seek Justice, I
am disposed to do justice. I therefore move
that the sum of '£160 be granted and paid to J.
H. Tory, in the terms of the resolution now be-
fore the Committee. o I

Dr. Brown and Mr. McLellen opposed the

rant, ' e ‘

8 Mr. Marshali earnestly supported. it, -and. ‘said
that the Bridge completed the communication to

the main Eastern road, and was a very substan-

tal structure. SRS
Hon. Attorney General and My, Archibald sup-
ported it, . C S
- The matjan passed by a large majority,
‘Mrs Martin’s Trial, |

A vote dre;m;ipgséed,ta the Sallcitor G:l;eﬁ, o'l

for defraying “Nis ‘Sxpensss of prowgoyting.
ot i By P

‘children in €o
ing their School Ho

circumstances upon which.it is based I will' . Colored People, ‘
£10,:for-edneation of. cos:
rnwallis,-and 1o aid in fiaish. ‘

use~carried, .-

‘Jordan River,

River-

M. Loske moved £10 for 3 Forry ovg Jordais'
—passed. g 11y overJordai

~Comwallis River, ete,
Dr. Brown tioved onie third of ditfficiént

grant, ro replace the Gornwallis Rive "Bridge~
another thiird to be paid out of the ’Co’qnt‘yll%&ﬂ&

Vogs—and

‘andther dut of the pockets of ‘the

people~and the Bridge 6 be free.

r. Esson, Mr. Thomaa
temen opposéd the ¥

-

in a law guit,

member spoke dgainat it,

, Coffin and 6_:5‘30:1-‘ goni

5 in {écr, almobt “eve)

e 16, on the ground that ihey

hgd aﬁx{m‘i_ld!-‘napphcgtidpq., gro - ey
Mr. Coméay mgved

atitoents, to remune § i for e of bia eon:
et T

até him for &xpenes incurrsd

Mr. Whitman~That ought to be vaid.

The vote paysed. o bepal

.. Cldre River, .
Mr. Comean also moved for. a vate to. provide

for a survey of Clare river,

ing it.

Agreed to,

Mr. Wadé moved £
alread‘r’ !eted f'dj'n' Carrvin
Bay of Fund y-—as the N

with 8 view tg bridg.

Mails from Digby.

100 additional, to the £400
g the Mails across the
ew Brunawick legislatire

voted £500, and wade its- appropriation contin.

gent on our voting the same sum,
The resolution

House adjourned,

on_pasied on division,
The Committee then rose finally, and' ‘the

SaTURDAY, March 81 ;‘1855., ‘
The House -went into Committee of Bupply,
and passed a large number of resolubiong, <
The 45tk resolution for granting £897 164 3d;
to ‘repay certain .advances made from: the . Pro.

vincial Treasuty, bein
M¢r. Brown moved t

tion as relates to

Rushworlh, Private Secre
Governor, be struck
and put, and the House div
- peared for the motion, 15;

For the Motions
Zwicker,
Murray,
Thorne,
Mozher,
Whitman,

B. Smith,
Comeaun,
Johnstod, .

Beckwith,

Jost,

Brown,

Holmes,

Ryder, ‘
0IB‘-15.

re:ad & second time-
At 'so mach, of, the, resoln]

the paymeat of £75 23 gd. wE. "

John Campbeh,

k out;

tary to ‘the Lieutenant
which being , seconded.
iding thereon, thers ap-.
against i, 18. - ‘

Against the Motien, -
Wilkins, g
Mactell,

McKinoon,

HcLellen, S
Wade, :
ier,' . :

Locke,

Chipmal. ‘ o
.Annand, PRETRE
Hon. Sol. General,
Pré. Secretary, . - ;
Attorney General, :
Fin. Secretary, . -
Fuiton; T
D‘imt,\' e
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Governoy, belng.rea
al’ question heing
tion be agreed to,

propoi

e -%M:Af}’ s : | e e . ‘
ik e A SR, %%t T
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. "~

T TS

d 4 ‘second time; and the usu-
nded, that suci!x“remlu-‘

!

' On division (h
17; against it, 19, .

ppeared for the amendment,.

R Yoo
he Iaid, on- 1he table the: previons
ere a

.

.. The hon. Mr. Johnsten.moved that the House .. Fon, .o Acainst,,
do come to the following resolution, by way of  Ryder, - ‘ Ess{iq, ‘ _—
amendment— T N Beck with, McKinnon,

Whereas—~The annyal application %o the legis- I%wa“}!:e"i' 2‘“‘;‘;‘,“",‘:1’" ‘
lature for a grant, of money in which the Lieuten. c“”’_ al, ; S{C alg,

ant Govarnor, for (he time being, is in any de. M”“’l‘]es D taw, ; .
gree interested is undesirable; and whevens the Wc"fi er, ‘ fonmoc’g,‘
form in which the vore for a salury for the Lieus Th‘ ting, “fl?’(j
tenant Giovernor’s Private Secretary is mow pfe.  y forne, Iﬁ""‘"l‘ , \
sented to the House, inakes it necessary to deter. JO ,m;:“’"fﬁ.' ‘ Tla”e ! Cof -
mine the policy of the Legi lature on th)s suljeer, osiah-Cofiin, ‘ D":;““ olm,
ecause it contains un 1mplied assurance that it oung, b WO'} N
the sitnation now vacant be filled, the Legielatore - }{thm{m, : 3 ;‘?‘_" General:

will continue 10 provide the ealary, and whereas,” Wilsrl’ o ‘ F(-J ""»Ogec‘:ﬁ:za:ﬁ e

many reasons exist against’ waking permanent i_l“‘! oy, ' P""“"é N el Y. ..

provision for a Private Secretary for the Licuten. Broonees A °‘er ¥s | :
ant, Governor: , . . | ; rown, troraey xcoeral,
. Tl L Lo : - B. Smith~17, Fulten,
Resolved therefore, That the vote reporied.from ‘ ‘| Chipman,
Committee for paying the Lieutenant Governor’s ' Comeas—18,
Private Secretary a salary of £250 sterling, fiom

the time;such an‘appointment shall rake. place; be
not received. ' : ‘

Which being seconded and put, and the House .
dividing thereon, there appeated lor the amend-
ment, 15; against it, 16, ... ., -

Mr. Wade then

to the following resolution:
Whereas, the existing d
relative offices and dignities of Chief Justice
Assistant Justice of the S
recognized in this Province from the earliest
riod, in Acts of the Le
ment of the Civil

moved that th

istinetion bétween.

¢ House do come

tb@»
and

upreme Court has been -

pe.

gislature, and in the setile.:

Courts in Bugland
ish North' A

List," whilst a correeponding
distinction has long “prevailed i the-

Superior -

»and in those of the other Brite
merican Colonies ; and

wheérens;:

of a Jvacancy oceurring in the office’ of Chief

there is no reason to apprehend that, in the event /

Justice, an g

Ppointment thereto will be ‘made

that will not commend jiself to the approval of ¢

.o Ford Agminss,
“Thorne, Wilking,
Zwicker, Wade,
Holwse, McKinnon,
osher, Wier,
Whitman, ‘Annand,
McLelan, Esson,
'Dimyck,’ Chiprman,
Johneton, Archibald, .
John Cainpbel, =¢|+ -Comean,
Murray,, ‘ Marzel,
Joat, ™ Fuller, .
Brown, . Sol. Generul,
Liocke, Atty. General,
B, Smith, " Pro. Secretary,
" Young—15. Fin. Secretary,
Fulton—J6, ~

Soit paseed in the negati

ve, .

“The original‘quéstion heing then put, and the

house diriding thereon,
ine o the resolution,

teen.

For,
Wiikins,
Wade,
McK.innon,
Annand,
Esson,
Archibald,

f Chipman, :
Fulion, e,
Martell,

Follee] | e
Solicitor General, .
P oxincial Secrelary,
Attorney: General, .
in. Sceretary =15,

R TP

S0 it passediin-the aflis

‘there appeared for agree.

tha’people ot Nova Scoting and wliereas, the wal.t

aries assigned to the oficers
be diminished otherwise than

+ assented to by the Crown;

fifteen; “hgaingt ity thive

Against,
Thor ne, -
John Campbel],
Holmes,
Brown,
Whitnag,,
McLelay,
Johnston, .
Comeau,
Murcay,
Jogty. " |
Mosher,
Locke, .
Young,—13.. .

w

[

:

mative,

‘The committee then finally adjourned, -

that persons should .be o
far the Avon and Cornpwa

by.she B:;dges'_lhe;eogw.v‘, bils b et

on. Attorney General

d@@!;ﬁ,,ml@;&i@é!ﬁ;i{!&yayom

‘ ¥VailKing moved. in,g
tioh rgfé&zng gorfl;se office ﬁp}

n motion of, Mr. '3, 81y

Smith, 1t wag resolved

ppointed to inquire how

Hig rigers ave, obstructed
S e

i
moved that

mittee;

5

Resolved, therefore,
negatived, introduced w
of the Session, when
turned to their howes, a

by this House,
Which bein
The bon.

o such proposed amendment be adjourned®; *
which being seconded and put, and the’

dividing thereon,
13; ‘agamst it, 19,

g seconded, - ‘ C
Mr. Johuston moved rhat the debaty

there appeared for the motion, '/

For. “Agawsr,
Young, Martelt, * o
Murray, "1 Esson, S
Ryder, - Thomag Coffiw 7, <2
Jeost, McLelan, ~ s
B. Smith, ade, " - sl
Whitman, Dimock, .« .
chaston, f . Shaw,

“Josidh ‘Coftin, - ‘ . Annund,
“Jobhn Campbell, - ‘Archbaldy -
Cowie, ' I + Chipman,
Moshe_r;? o Zwicker,
homig; -+ 4 Cotnean,: " <4
Brown.—13, f Wier,
Sl A I ‘McKinnen,
-1 Auy, Genesal, .
B I © Pro.Scevetary, < -
f -1 8l Bneralotuy 4.
Rt - | enkiiny Sgeretary -
| Flton et Hfests

~®o it passed in the negative,

referred to cannot
by an Act epecially

P

That the resolution just -
ithout notice, at the cloae
many members have je.
nd contemplating a change
in the mode of appontment to, and in the emnlu.,
ments.of, the Bench, vught nt to be enterairied’

.

Hifiep

R TS
o




] i‘;n»geb‘mt theiz' usual “rate; which negatived thg ™~
B &

amqqd:ggszwf'e.ag_fge,g tQ,;,lheg-;:gp}ieﬁr:ézgl"vfk)}f‘:ihé

motion, 18; againsf it L L
OR: T Agarnst,”” g
Egson,. - o Zwicker,
Mart‘e’ll,?j _— . Murray,;

Wier, . Thorne,
Dimock,” Beekwith,

- McLelan, Jost, -
Annand, | o Whiiman,
Chipman,. Brown, ‘
Aitorney General, . desinh Coffin,
Fin. Secretary, . Ryder,”
Wade, oung, .
McKinnog, ) Cowia,
Comeay, < 1. Mesher, V
Shaw, ’ B. Swmith, - o
Locke,p et JGhns{an:‘l4-

Archibalq, )
Fulion, | '

Bol. General, | 4 L
Pro. Secretary <-18, | * . "
o it passe- in the affirmaltive, .
- Then the House adjourned till Monday next, at
balf-past 11 o’clock. o : ‘

Modbay, April 2, 1855.
Deiap Casge.. = -

A long argument ocewrred on & Bill for refery.
ing certain claims of M. Delap, gainst the
Trustees of the poor of Granville, to arbitration
—Mr. Jobnston, Mr. Whitman, and  others op-
posing the Bill—~Mr., Wade, Hon. Pro. Secretary -
and others, supporting. it. : o

The second clause Eassed by & narréw division
—the remaining:claudes Wwere agreed to, and the
Bill passed.. . ‘

" " Port Hood Harbor,

The Bill for improving' the Harbor of Porg
Hood, was tql‘mn"t‘zp and ‘paszed, g

. . Work on Roads, a

Mr. Chipman moved his Bill for paying labor.
ers on roads be 5s. inslead of da, per day. )

Blr. Thomas Coffin supported the Bill, « Laboy
could not he got at. the pregent rate. .

ot

|2

Mr. Marshal~The work oughs to be, let out . B

by tender and contract, o o
Mr. MeLellen—Strike out tite, 45.4‘_ulf;ogether,
and leavo it to the Overseer. - .
Mr, Ma.rshnl——-Y_es; and make the Qommisgi on-
ers got the labor at.the lowest rate under oath,
Hon. Attorney General—The Bij] 1akes it
obligatory. to onounce, the. 4s. and pay the 5s,
r. Beckwith—TI have no doubt_ that, under
tie bill, the full sum’of 54. will be paid;. but, in
our County, Wwe . cannot get good.men.to work for
less; and it will'he g savibhg to give the higher
s, because you' get men: able, to do the
work. AR N ’(" e \“‘ S
Mr. Rydor—Lagt year our difficulty was, tha -
{here was' great ‘activity in’ the shipyards, ag-
we could not get the begt: men—1T - do not think '
the sime cay Sg“'will"p_pé&aiii‘tﬁis year. % o
Mr. Hot m"ij"‘s“wgé’jft‘v‘il}'ing to'go” as far ag 'de.’
AT I BT I

6d AN I.‘:*u"fr .
M. Comoau advocated the higher sym. - e
On’a divigfon'it was deeided’ to rotaid “the
il ‘ - ‘

House adjourned for an hour

e, ‘;(;,go?ggagm;,

On respmipg, ., 7R T

The Hﬁ%’se%%}iﬁ $hE. Cox’%n%me S

€y,

ttee o)
he Bill' for restraining"gdeie’, Shespyand

N "

USESmmas

A e R R
“Th& qasstign beiug tﬁen’pnt, ffa[qg_hg, pq@ﬂdségiﬁ

" 'The clauseonly provided for ingertion

a'ﬁ;‘msgs‘ ffr&rii‘go:'ﬁ'g’ﬁat’"r'large;%ﬂﬂnkgn’:uﬁyéhdi
e R e s o
M Martin I, Wilkins remarking’ thdt ng. g,

J‘,{g
! n

had ‘a “right ‘to'shur’ oot such animale; bathe;

party awning thein had o right to'keep them inw

side Of thérr bwen -fenngs, = = L
Gazette, vs, ngciz‘! Paperg -

‘A Bill for amending -the -Prohae Law, (da,ﬁ'e
understood), -wag taken upy in chargs “of .
8ol. General, who .moves a clausp, ., " T .

-Hon, My, Johnston—Whay ig thatclruge? Sy

Hon. Sol, General explained tat, in' gopge..
quence of the' expence, it wng thought unnecessary;
to have property advertised in the local, papers,
‘iﬂAl‘ e 'G‘a-,y
Zelte, and or the posting'up of handbillg tin

County where thesale WAR (0 take place, |

Hon, My, Jahnsmanouahad,baurer ]qth, Sut.

I S 5

" the Gazette.-au;t putin the lugal paper. .

M ML L : W‘xlkinSMFu‘bliciuﬁginlnhi:; the G’qzét‘u
is everylhing : |

13 nothing; in the logal paper it
there (he people see and rend such hoticce, not ia
the Gazitte—and bandbills are torn dowg, =+t
My Ryder—Woe don't gt more thai one'gy two'
oonies of the Gazetts in the whols Gouiity of
Yamonth, - 77 o -
Hon. Antorney Genernl—~1 should - be BOrry ta-
see the Gazugte excloded, -it is the only' papey:’
filed by the hrofession —onr only jegal record: . .
Mr. Johniston’s z‘:’méndnieiit‘m{s negativeg; - ot
"M, Archihald~—Now, I move the »aﬁlj'ge%bé‘w
gtrack otit—1o Jvave the lawas itig, 1 5 o
"his was also negatived, = . g
, The Bill pasecd. - B T
Yarmoath Harboy, * ' "7 =

My, Shaw moved- (hat the fees for Reéﬂ;iéﬁh& ’

shipping in' Yarﬁwutl{,ﬁ{)é‘ appiied“ to lmproir’i'ifg"
and proteciing the Harbor of Yarmouh, R
‘ Supreme Court, , , - S
Tlle L,egis!atitic‘Cduﬁcil‘ gent db\iri‘ a Bill g5
postpone’ the sitting of the Sﬁupreine”Coufc;g. et
1, Dimnogk—] tuppose - that wilk: keepy g «
here andther wogk, o, LT i
. The Dela'Cage;’ (4 o

. o : . SRR T

‘Mr‘:‘ 1 hamt; moved a:regolution againgt.ithe .
Bill for referring My, Delap’s claim g, arbitrg. -
tion, on which the House divided ag follows ; .

[

Lor. . Co © igainsty- o
Jahn Campbell, " ‘Comeay, T
Beckwith, l Doyle, . N
Wilking, Martelle, S,
Rydor, Co ! McKionow, | .
Murray, Fuller, .~ g

owie, . l - McLellen,. . P
Jost, . R Dimmgoek, « L ‘e
‘Holmes, = ProvincialSecrety e

“Jobuston, ‘Autorney ‘General, ~ "
Thorne, . | Solicitoy General,
Whitman, " Chipmag, ", * < o
B 8mith—12, - } e, [ f ari i
Ry ‘“a-:)‘ ' w . v s b

'




S TR

half of . the proceeds would have goue into the
vince Chest. S o
Pram?‘ Mr. Johnston—I would have no objection
to- the present claim, if the.CammiEtee‘ had con.
sidered and granted Mr. Elliot’s claim, for defend.
ing the vessel. It is true that the Committee did
not report against that petition; but they referred
the complainant to the British Govermqept.
which, while it was tantamount to a recognition
of the rights of the petitioner, did not extend to
him the same relief that was granted to Captain
Campbell. The question arising at the trial was,
whether this vessel, the Creole, was. owned by
British subjects. 1 proved that she was s
owned, although the British subjects resided in
the United States. Equal justice ought te be
done. I do rot know how Captain Campbell had
to pay costs, this being a Crown case; but | do
know that Mr. Elliott has suffered severely.
Hon. Attorney General never looked at Mr.
Elliott’s claim in the same light as Commander
Campbell’s. The former gentleman wasg a good
deal to blame for the suspicious manner in which
bis vessel was fitted out. ‘
Hon. Mr. Johnston said the remarks just made
were absurd. There was nothing suspicious
about the vessel. She had been a British vegsel
had been duly registered—was wrecked—

urchased by Mr. Elliott, and sent to fish as a
gri(ishl vessel. She cleared out as British, and
sailed under British colors. The only ground on
which she might have been suspected was that,
eoming from an American port, she might have
elaimed her share of the American fishing Boun-
ty; but this was precluded by the fact that she
cleared out as British.

“Hon. Attorney General—I do not complain of
Mr. Elliott purchasing a British vessel, or of hig
sonding her down to fish. What I do eomplain
of is, that he purchased her under circumstances
that were not fully set forth, but were concealed,
It was not set forth that she wag purchased by
agency; and she sailed without having. a new
Rogister, while she had the old name on her
stern, All these circumstances led to suspicions
—under which she was seized and detained ;and
the fault lies at Mr. Elliott’s own door. Imust,
have more proof, therefore, to satisfy my mind

+ before I vote for £150 or £200 to pay these law

licenses; because such irregularities have hap-
pened in more instances than one.

Hon. Solicitor General—I ought to explain to
the House that I was on board the vessels at the
time of seizure; and the suspicious circumstan-
ees were suchas to induce me to recommend,
Captain Campbell to detain the Creole. Mr.
Eiliott did not seem to have anything to de with
her.' Mr.Wheelock’s name wag among her pa-

pers.,
Hon. Mr. Johnston—The arrangement was
that ‘Mr. Wheelock was to bring the vesgel to
Halifax first, and geta new Register; but he
wag forced to alter his plans, A} this was in
idence.
"I-Ion. Solicitor General—There was another
fact stated to.me at the time I was on board;
and that was, that a letter had been found, de-

siring certain articles she had on board ‘to be

lauded free of duty.
‘Hon. Mr. Jolinston—The Yery contrary was

| the fact.. The letter told the captain to be very
particular not to land anything without paying ‘

th,,‘. ut’,‘u [ ' « [ Y
-fk%n'ial@~ Seoretary—I. ake . it for: granted
phiabit ie the duty of the House to idemnify ghe

officer for his costs, agreeably to the Report of -
the Committes, - -+ e g

The Report was adopted, arid‘the Resclution
in favor of Captain Campbell passed withoutdi-
vision - ' ; ' .

Hon. Mr .Johnston moved the Governor, jn
Council also have power to pay Mr. Elliott such’
costs as they might deemreagonable, for defend.
ing the prosecution againgt the Creole. -

Hon. Provincial Secrotary thought there would
be o difficulty  in assenting to this; because, al
though the Committee had not reported against
the claim, they had referred it to another triby.
nal—~the Home Government, If it could be
shown that there were no suspicious cireuinstan.
ces attached to the vessel, then, there might be
soms claim—at present thers were difficulties
surrounding it. .

Mr. Marshal—Just those difficulties  with
which lawyers surround every question, in order
to promote litigation, I have voted in favor of
the sum to Captain Campbell—how can 1, in ho.
nesty, vote against this? Ifthis vessel had been
condemned, money would Have gone into the
Province Treasury; as she wag liberated, ‘the
Province ought to pay the costs. i

Mr. Whitwan-—What Commission had Captain
Campbell? ‘

Hon. Attorney General—He Lad an Imperial
Commission in the first place, and another from
the Provineial Government. ‘ C

Mr. Whitman argued that the Provinee'had
nothing to do with either claim, - The. Devasta.
tion did more harm than good to Provinecial. vea..
sels. She blockaded seores of them jn Port.Hood, |
until the run of fish was over. Ho would vote
against both ‘grants. ‘

Hon. Mr. Johnston said .that, the. Solicitor
Generad was wrong as regards the Register of the
vessel—it had been endorsed to ‘Mr. Wheelock ;
and, as to the other mptters which were thought
suspicious, they were altogether obliterated by
the investigation that tonk place. Now, as re.
gards the hability of the British Goverument, the
Report of the Committee had entirely dissipated
that idea. S

Hon! P. Secretary —There is certainly no douht
that, if Mr. Elliott’s case oiight to be referred to,
the British Government, CaptainCampbell’s ought
also be 30 referred ; but the Comimittee, congider~
ing that Captain Campball had acted in good
faith, for the protection of our property, has as-
sumed the payment of his costs. ‘

Mr. Johnston’s resolution was negatived—8
to 15, whereupon he asked leave to withdraw.jt
as he would not like this division to stand agairiet
a future claim. He wasg accordingly allowed 1o .
withd:aw it, by unanimoys consent.

\ The Eastern Mails. ‘
Mr., Marshat moved a Resolution to the eftect
that, in case My, Hyde was superseded in hig
contract . for conveying Mails eastward, - pext
year, the party coming in alter him should take
his stock off, his hands.ata valge to be stated by’
two appraisers, with 15 per cent, added, in con.
sideration of the stock Jbeing on. hand, and the
new Contractor coming into a business already .
made., - ; ‘ . e
_.Alter considerable conversation on this.Resolu-
tion, it was agreed to, and the House adjourned,

. s Il ' '

Tumsoavy, April 8, 1856:

o Bills, R
s wore read a third tie i ey

&

b9 the Legislative Conagi,

o e
o

i
3




| AmIBiNDY, 1855,  ROUTINE,
 Late George'Di,
On motiqn of Mr.. Arohibald,

Resolved, That the Government be authoiized
to.inquire into the circumstances connectod with

‘hd I N‘V ‘Ei:s‘

such settlement ang
compromise of the same as they shall deem best
for the interests of the Province; with Powers,
in oase such debt or any part thereof cannot be
oollected without distressing the. orphan family
of the deceased, to give a discharge of 'the
e, u
Routine.

The usgal resolutions for advances for Pyb-
lic Printing; reception of petitiong only with-
in 14 days.of the. beginning of next 8esgion ;
for distributing. the Journals; and for Post

flice expenses— passed,

Post Office Fines,
Hon. Solicitor General moved
ing resolation, which passed :—

Resolved, That hjg Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor be

the followa

Session in & report adopted
: Passed in the Committee of
Supply and included: in a resolution for 4 Grant
for the general support of the Post Office and the
money order system; and this Houge will pro-
vide for the same at the next session,

Money Order System,

ducing and putting into operstion, in this Pro.

vince, of the 'money order system, pursuant $o

the Report of the Committee on the Post Office,

and inotuded in g resolution of this Houge with

' other sumg bagséd in Committee of Supply in

'~ support of the Post Office Department, and thigs
*0use will provide for the same at the next Ses.

sion,

British Colonta) ‘Agent in the United'
‘ States, ‘ '
Mr. Wier moved that the House do come to
the following resolution : o
Resolved, That in view of
ing trade and ‘intercourse between ‘the British
North Amerioan Possessions and the United ' g
States, consequent upon the operation of the Re-
Oiprocity Treaty lately concluded, it is, in the
opinion-of thig House, highly desirable and > 8
pedient, that Some competent pergon should: be.

and

the greatly inoreag-

. - : hand ;
appqmtet‘i, spgcxa}ly, to represent and proteet Mining As;qéi@b,i on on tk e.other; and.more J
cially to the 8greement. of,. 29th - May,: 1849,
which was communicated to the. Legislatupe, fop.

British Colonial interegts i
that hig Exceltency the. Lieutenant Gover-
nor be respectfully requested go bring this reso-
lution to ‘the notice

meat: -

- Which ‘b'eipg‘ﬂsecgnded and put, and the Houge -

AND MINERALS, g,

lon, Mr,
tegolution be amended, by striking’ out 1he

and also- by striking out the
afler the i
the word s¢ Mg
which proposed. amendment being -seconded

Of the In;ge_ria! Govern. ‘:ge;’ girst time in the session of
‘ solemnly to protast againgst the

T
AR ki L

SR Y
Esson, Jno. Campbell,
Marshall, Thorne, = - .
Cowie,
Doyls,

Wier,

Ryder, ’

Holmes,'
McLelan, '
Dimock, .

’ Cbipn;an, ‘ .
Pro, 8g¢. ~-9,

McKinnon,
Archibald,
Fuller,
Thos. Coffin,
Martell,
Annand,
Wilkins, I
Iohnston,
Atty. Gen.
Sol, Gen,

Fin, Seo.—18,

Changes of Approprlation,

On motion of Mr. Chipman,

Resolved, That the sum of £5, granted
and a balance of 10s., granfed in 1853, and g,
drawn, of road monies in the township of Corns
wallis, be appropriated to the‘roadipasainguK-id»

 8ton’s and Albert Chage’s. to Ferry Creek landing, .

in said township, . o 2

~ On motion of Mr. Fuller, - S

Resolved, That the I

he last year’s division of road mongy ‘for the.

County of Richmond, be added to th i

granted for the read hat'

county, and be appropriated In the road sople
for the present year. S

in 1852,

sum of £12, undrawn froiy
and bridge service for thag'

Printing,

The usaal resolution passed for receivin
tenders for
the House

printing for
adjourned,

B e . s
WeDNEspay, April 4, 1855,

Mines and Minerql&.
Johaston then moved that

four years, afier whish

‘such

'+ *“ new > before. the ' worg lease;”
word ¢ g

minerals, aﬁd‘sqbéﬁtuﬁjﬁgh
comprising ' for guch word, :

word “minerals,

teor

put, and ‘the house‘dividing‘].lhetemi-, ’

there appeared for the amendment, nine;’
against it, sixteen, ‘

The question;
nally propoged being then put, and the- house
dividing thereon, there ppeared for the mo.

on !haxesn;lgtioa ag origis

N

tion, 16; against ity nine,
Hon,
ouse do come 1o tha\,follo.wing resolution ; .,
Resolved,  That thiy ‘Houge,
to,. the. correspondence that has,yreeentlyi Pasged.: -
between the. Executiye, Government on. the,, ons.,
d, and the British G

Attorney General inoved that the

baving roferenge

xovernment.and :Genergl..

1854, feel it dyg,.
emselves and to the people of this Provings,
granting of any -

‘ nemlease‘:tortho,Associatiuna{oxitd:thq Yepresdil.

 dividing ghgte,ohj,‘.therejwp?émd‘ for the migtion, Atqting:oﬂ:ethes]);ukeiqt'"lfork,--of'6tu'; mines and,
1§ egainstit; 9, - * s T - minerals,, or, any altdration . of . the;: terms;-on.,
" For" - AcAmysr. . which they were held in April, 11849, wit 10uf:.,
Jost, | Youpg, ™™™ " ( ¢ Logislatare, -

the dbﬁcm-;gnq‘e and Asaﬁction‘gf th

Leogialat
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efdl;iwas negauved‘ L e

120

this House declmmg thau such new lease or al-
toration would be, in their view, a violation of
the contract entered into by the act of 1849, for
granting a Civil List, and an infr 1n,§»mcntofthe
Tnalienable and most valued rights of the people
of Nova Seatia.

Which boing sceonded, the hon. Mr. Johnston
moved that tho resolution be amended by adding
thereto the following words :

¢« But this House offers no ohjeetion to the
completion of the document necessary for carry-
g into offect the agreements and arrangements
rabsisting, and by which the respective parties
were bound ut the time the casual revenuos ho-
came vested in the Province.”

Which proposed amendment heing seconded
and put, and the House dividing thereon, there
appeared for the amendinent, seven; against it,
seventeen.

On motion of the hon. Atlormey General,

Resolved, That this House respectfully ro-
quest and authorise his Excellency the Lieuten-
ant Governor to continue the negotiation which
has been opened, pursuant to the resolution of
last Session, with the Generxl Mining Associa-
tion; and to enter into such an aglcement and
compromise s ure conhemplated in the letter of
31st July, 1854, from the Hou. Wm. Young, At-
torney Genoral, to Robert Mosher, Esq. the chair,
man of the Asgdeiation; and should such agxce-
mont or compromise be otfected this house will
ratify and confirm tho same, w:tb such modifi-
cations thoreof ay may be found necessary or ad-
vnsable, and be approved of by His lxcellency
in Couneil.

Mr. McLellan m‘oved that the House do come
to the following reselution:

Whereas, in consequence of the Rcupl ocity
Treaty entered into with the United btate,,,
much larger sale of coal may be expected from
our c¢oal mines in future:

Resolved therefore, That this Iouse respestfully
requesb his Lxcellcncy tho Lieutenant Governor
to order an exaunnation of the way and manner
of working the Coal Mines in Nova Scotia and
Cape Breton, the mode of wmeasurement, and all
other conditions on which the Cumpany hold
their mines, and to take such [urther action in
the master as may appear just and right for the
interest of the Province, and to fully secure the
fulfilment of tho company’s agrcement,

Which was agréed to by the House.

Crown Lands,
Mr. Archibald’s report onihe Crown Lands
was adopted.
Post Oﬁice Fines.
On miotion of the hon. Fin. Secretary,

Resolved, That his Excellency the Licutenant
Governor. be respect{ully requested to pay tle
mail couriers no larger sum, on account of re-
mission of fines imposed on them by the Post-

-master General, than -that recommended by tho

Post Office Committes' ‘this year, nobwithstand-
ing any resolution of- thls House to the cons
trary.
o Prwate becretary. ‘
Hon. Mr. ‘Johaston::moved agamat the:.
‘grant to the- Guvernor’s: Privata- Secrataty ;-
whxch on amendment of: Hon, ‘Attorney Genn

BUE e Ml s

ot SheeL _"’.‘

o idhs 4
s

[ERU ) 35 L4 BRI A iUl v

PROROGATJON OF THE. HOUSE. ;

‘ (‘onanmmn. S

Ag@m 4,}85%.

Prowgatwn.‘ 3

At 4 o’clock, His Excellancy the qu!eu- '
nnt Governor came down and prorogued the
gegsion, with the folluwmg Lo
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SPEECH

My, President, and Honorable Gent:eme(&
of the Legistative Council : o

Mr, Spealer, and Gentlemen qf the Hause
of Assembly : ‘ﬁr '

i‘he business of the Session havmg beoeu -
hnullv and satisfactorily closed, it affords me**
great pleasare to relleve you from lunber o
Logmlanve aitendance, OPE
Of the measures which have beea matured:: ';
this Bession, there are two of prominent ‘iniss
portance, and which will render it memorables 5
1 the history of the Province. LRyl
i'he Reciprogity reaty with the United
States, whieh your eolightened sense of the . %
public weal led you to affirm’ by very lur;f,e
majosities, having Leen sanctioned by the™
Irygerinl. l’arhnme-nt tias opened up a vast
and incieasing mnrkN, and ‘will afford the !
mnost annmtnw and powerful stimalus to thg“‘
induastry of oar people.. =
T'he abolition of the (Jhancpry Court, and,ﬁ
the blending, by a simple and comp-ehenawaﬂ i
plan, of the principles of Equity with thoqa;u
of the Comimon Law, have eflected an obe r
ject long aud ardenty des&red, and will be
m«ardud [ trust, by Her Majesty’s (:overmr
ineat us.a wise and valuable measure. :
The introduction of the new principle: ¥
evidence aud pmct ¢a in the Supreme Court, -
will be hailed, also, ag an nnpmvemem m
out Provincial j‘.r'spmucnce.

.n[r. Spealer, und Gentlémen of the Houaet:a
of Assemdly : T Do

The liberaluy with which you have prov ‘
ded for uxl tho branches of the public servicey
and the wun'fieent sum_set apart for g
roads a\nd bridges, demand my warmest. acls, ¥
nowledgments.

Mr. President and Honorable Gentlem, &
of the Legislative Council ;

HMr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House&V
of Assembly :

In the ensuing. Summar, I auuctpate»ﬂb
difliculty in borrowing, on tho credit of .the:
Piovince, a sufficient, sum to carry on the
important public works in whu,h we are_ ety
barked and, by the end of next year,'l cons%;
ﬁuemly hope ihat the Railway, aireichin
from Halifex Harbor, . will. be' extended. eas\;
aud west, ull it reach, on the one hand, i ki
waters of the Bay of - Fundy, and:
other,- hoqe of the Shubendcddie’ RIVPI".

- m“'v& :

rygst ba hwh’y bl‘ﬂl‘f}lngi to mar'k the L) ey

nmp\od p:dspierily, arid 1he Fapid c:xdvanusg,‘%2 ;
this fino Province; and I am sure that.yon

will evetvwhére iculcate

tait “govd “will,* “frdedom’ Fron

and aﬂecuonate loyahy to odr Q.u

Mr HELE A g



