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I amtruly at a loss (Reader) what
.name-to give this little work ; to call it
a Novel isan appellation which in some '
measure it does not deserve, as it is
founded on fact—the author having
- heard the outlines from the lady | her-
- self, who was really taken by the In-
dians at the period mentioned in this
work ; but, asit is impossible to narrate
such an event, and bring it before the
. Public in the shape of a book, without
having recourse to fiction, it is anxious-
ly wished the plan here adopted may
- meet with Public approbation ; more
particularly so, as the Author renoun-
ces every claim to literary information
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_ having a. memory_ both cramped and

treacherous, which, added to his exclu-~
ded life (for many years, and at an age
when the human mind is most suscep-
_tible -of improvement) among Indian
tribes, wilds and woeds, where nothing
is heard, but the ruthless blast or the
-howl of the savage, withouteven books
t0. derive information from ; he trusts
_that the following tale will be perused

§ b}t the generous Reader with a forgiv-

ing spirit for the Author’s 1mperfeo:x
tions.

.. This little work was never writ-

.ten with the intention of appear-

ing before the Public eye, but in
these days of scibbling, and being soli-
cited by a few friends (whose know-

- ledge the Author conceived t6 be far su-

perior-to his own) he has issued it forth
with fear and trembling.
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PREFACE. jif

If it can cheer a moment of despon-

dency, or chase away unmerited grief;

if it furnishes amusement or instruction

to the reader, the Author’s end will be

answered, and he will rest satisfied with
himself and all mankind.

~ 'The Author flatters himself there is
" not an expression throughout the nar-
~rative -that cannot appear before the
most delicate eye, neither will it taint the
mind, but more probably lead it to the
fountain of all good. .

As a first essay it pleads many exca-
ses.~It was written with the intention
of pointing out the interposition of
Divine Providence in support of perse-
cuted innocence.

THE AUTHOR.

!
¢



e e anqpmeyomte Vot 7

v




MATILDA,
~ TR

In the year 1768 there lived in a re-
mote part of Lower Canada, an English
gentleman who had come from the Uni-
ted States, and was married to a Cana-
dian lady, whose beauty, fortune and
other attractive qualities, were far su-

* perior to many of the fair sex. Soon

after their union they were blessed with
a daughter, to whom they gave the

_name of Matilda. As their fortune

was sufficient to enable them to live in
that easy retirement which was so con-
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genial to them both, and which, when
tightly enjoyed, is perhaps productive
of the greatest share of felicify which
can be attained to in this sublunary
stage of being, the birth of their daugh=
ter was looked upon by them as the
perfecting of their happiness ; and was
hailed by their numerous and respecta-
ble relatives and friends in the neigh-
bourhood (by all of whom they were
much esteemed) as an eveit of common
interest ; but every day’s events prove
how unstable are all earthly enjoyments,
and that nothing is more unwise than

to presume upon their uninterrupted

continuance, as this worthy pair were
doomed soon to e;:)aience. Matilda
was the sole care and/ delight of her pa~
rents, who had begun at an uncommon-
ly early period to sow in her young
mind those seeds of instruction which

N
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they fondly hoped to see flourish and
ripen into those virtues and graces which
alone can give worth and dignity to
human nature ; and Matilda, as far as
could be jidged from her tender age, .
gave promise of inheriting them in a
pre-eminent degree.

One fine evening, in the month of
June, in the before mentioned year,
Mr. and Mrs. Milford (for this was the
name of Matilda’s father and mother)
were seated by the side of a small rivu-
let which flowed near their house, en-
joying the cool and refreshing breeze
which succeeded the intense heat of the
day, and were much delighted and
amused with Matilda’s innocent child-
ish gambols on the green, when of a
sudden a stranger, habited as a livery
servant, made his appearance, and
stepping up to them in a respectful

- Bs
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manner, informed them that a lady and
gentleman were in a caleche close by,
and wished to have the honor of speak-
ing to them. From the appearance of
the servant, Mr. and Mrs. Milford felt
assured that their visitors must be per-
sons of some distinction, and with that
true and genuine politeness which flows
from the generous heart, ever prone to
please others when it can be done with
propriety, immediately attended the
strangers, who they were happy to find
were near relatives come from a distant
part of the country, and who they had
not seen for a considerable time. Their
mutual greetings, and the many interro-
gatories which were reciprocally put
and answered. with all the warmth of
feeling which attends the meeting of
sincerely attached friends after a long
separation, occupied some time, and to-
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tally engrossed the minds of Mr. and
Mrs. Milford, that even Matilda was
unthought of, till the latter recollected
with some erotion that she had been
left alone on the Bank of the rivulet,
and one of the servant girls was instant-
ly sent in search of her. Mrs. M. wai-
ted for some time in momentary expec-
tation of the girl’s return with the child,
but seeing no appearance of her, the
fond mother’s anxiety became extreme
for the safety of her child, and she went
herself in pursuit of her, and soon- met
the servant girl bathed in tears, who
gave her the distracting intelligence
that she had made diligent search
every where in the vieinity, even in
the brook itself, but without discover-
ing any traces of the object of hersearch.
The effect which this intelligence had
upon Mrs. M. may be more easily con-~



ceived than described—She now be-
came quite frantic, and ran to and fro,
calling Matilda’s name in the most heart-
rending manner ; and the alarm was soon
communicated to her husband and their
relatives, to whom they had so lately gi-
venamost cordial welcome ; and from
whose stay with them for a time, they
promised themselves no small enjoy-
ment. The whole neighb&urljiood soon
heard of the sudden disappearance of
their favorite, and there was a simulta-
neous and voluntary turn out, and the
most minute search commenced, and
unremittingly persevered in for four
days. In every countenance the most
evident marks of unfeigned sorrow were
depicted, but in the midst of this discon-
solate groupe, the unhappyparents were
easily distinguished, so strong and un-
conquerable is the voice ofnature. For
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some time the distracted mother was
supported by thehope ofrecovering her
daughter, and under its strength was
enabled to make one of the party ; but
as that hope, so foridly indulged in for
some time, became fainter and fainter,
her strength failed,and a burning fever
ensued, accompanied with delirium ;
and it was now necessary to confine
her to her bed ; and the best medical as-
sistance that the place afforded was pro-
cured, and every means which human
ingenuity, prompted by the most ardent
affection could devise, and money com-
mand, was resorted to for her recovery.
Though the most rigorous scrutiny had
now been made, without discovering
any traces or circumstances whatever
that could afford the leastinducement to
continue the search any longer, of the
inutility of which every one present had
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become eonvinced, yet as Mr. M. stil}
seemed to have a wish for its being pro-
longed, they kindly disguised their truc
sentiment, and insisted upon him re-
maining with his sadly afflicted partner
while they made further efforts towards
Matilda’s recovery ; and notwithstand-
ing the conviction they were under that
every thing had already been done that
was in their power to do, yet they conti-
nued to make further efforts for some
time, till even the unhappy father desi-.
red them to desist, for as he himself said
if his poor child was still inbeing, her
restoration eould only be by seme pro-
vidential occurrence. Her disappear-
ance was so sudden, and the great exer-
tions whieh had been made for finding
her, er at least to discover some cir-
cumstance or other that might throw
some light upon her fate, having=pro-

;
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ved altogether ineffectual, no one could
form a conjecture on the subject. That
part of the country was not known to
be infested with wild beasts from which
any danger could arise, and every spot
to a great distance had been thorough-
ly examined, and every enquiry made .
among the surrounding inhabitants, so
that the distressing event was enveloped
in the most impenetrable mystery.
During this time the unfortunate
mother of Matilda continued to grow
worse daily, and on the seventh day
from the occurrence of the fatal ac-
cident, she breathed herlast in the arms
of her distracted husband ; and in the
presence of her disconsolate relations,
whose feelings on this truly heart-rend-
ing occasion, may be more easily con-
ceived than described. In a moment
of time was this once happy family,
B 3
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planged into the depth of anguish. This
may afford a lesson to those who pride
themselves on this world’s treasures,
whatever they consist of relatives or
riches, or of both, for all are equally
tranaltory, and may soon vanish from
our view., By this time Mr, Milford
had nearly lost the use of his reason,
and for three weeks his life was despair-
ed of by all his attendants; however, a
kind and beneficent Providence was
graciously pleased to restore him, but to
a sense of his wretched situation, and to
lament the loss of an amiable and affec-
tionate wife, and a most begutiful and
promising child. Alas! said he, life to
me is of little value now, for all I held
ar in this world are now no more.
Oh ! that I had followed them for we
should not have been separated, nor
had I been doomed to thus lament the

e o AL B




in this world:* Af
time at his own §

sessed it) he returned again to the Uni-
ted States ; and left his property to the
care of his late lady’s relations, with
strict injunctions never to cease making
every possible inquiry after his dear Ma«
tilda, whose fate preyed more upon his
mind than that of her mother, for her
dear remains he had seen committed to
their parent earth ; bat his child had dis-
appeared in a manner unaccounted for
—-her body might have been the prey
of savage animals for any thing he knew,
though, as has already been observed,
ncne such were known to infest the
neighbourhood where the deplored
event took place.

N
r
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Soon after Mr. Milford’s arrival in
the United-States, he received a letter
from his relations in England, giving
him an account of his only uncle’s death
in the East Indies, and whehad left him
sole heir to his immense property,
with orders for him to return home to
take possession of the same. Ah! said
he on thereceipt of this letter, such news
some years ago would have given me
great pleasure, when I had two dear
pledges to have enjoyed it with me, and
with whom alone I could have enjoyed
this world’s comforts; but now it is too
late. Such reflections as these made
his grief break out anew, in which he
indulged for some weeks unresolved

what step to take ; but by the persuasion 3

of his friends he was at length prevailed
on to go home to take possession of the
property left him by his uncle, but he
had no knowledge what that property




13

consisted of, for his friends in England
had not informed him on that head.
Let us now return to poor Matilda,
and trace her wandering steps. Her
disappearance took place on the 6th
June 1768, at which time she was
four years of age, and in the autumn of
the same year, an Indian, his Squaw,
and two children arrived in a canoe in
the evening, at an American house, near
the falls of Niagara, and having landed’
their canoe, the two Indians proceeded
to a house, at a little distance from the
bank of the River, and were fol-
lowed by the two children; but the
Squaw turned round, immediately went
back and struck one of the children,
and sent it to the canoe crying,
the other child followed them to the
house. -The cries of this poor little

creature, (which were indeed piercing
C
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" and heart-rending in the extreme,) at-
tracted the attention, and commanded
the sympathy of a servant girl so much,
that -when the Indians entered the
house, she went to the canoe to see the
little sufferer ; but what was her sur-
prise when she beheld the most beau-

. tiful child she had ever seen, notwith-

' standing its tattered clothes, and its
otherwise dirty appearance. She could
not help running to the child, and took
itin her arms with the strongest marks
of affection for it and commiseration

“forits helplessstate ; and on addressing

" it in English, she wasstill more asto-

nished when the infant answered her in

the same language. She put many
questions to the child, but it could
give no satisfactory answer. She
immediatly went to acquaint her mis-
tress with the circumstance, assu-

-
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ring her that thechild she had seen
must be of either English or American
descent, stolen by the Indians. Mrs.
Wilson called her husband, and com-
municated the girl’s report to him, who
directed some liquorsto be given to the
Indians, while he went to the canoein
order to ascertain the truth of the girl’s
relation ; and, if correct, he resolved up-
on endeavouring to effect the poor inno-
cent’sliberation, should it be evenat the
hazard of his own life. He had no
sooner arrived at the canoe, and talked
a few words to the little girl, than he
was convinced in his conjectures beyond
all doubt, that the Indians had stolen
her from some unfortunate parents ;
andhe immediately formed the deter-
mination to release her, at all hazards;
but he being a merchant and an Indian

Trader,and being somewhat conver-
C2



=

16

sant in the Indian language, he thought
it would be most prudent for him to
endeavour to accomplish his object by
offering goods to the Indians for her in
the first place; and as they appeared
to be poor, he did not despair of suc-
ceeding in that way. /
He accordingly took the sweet little
captive in his arms, who seemed to be
delighted, and flung its hands round
his neck with a degree of ardour which

seemed to indicate a strongpresentimerit_

of the happy destiny which awaited her,
the commencement of which had at
that very instant taken place. On Mr.
Wilson entering the room where the
Indians were, they no sooner saw him
than they exhibited strong marks of un-
easiness, and the Indian gave his squaw
a look of disapprobation, enough to
have frozen the blood in the veins of a
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weak heart which had never been ac-
customed to that savage race. The
Indian rose and advanced towards
Mr. Wilsen with the evideat intention
of claiming the child, who was still in
Mr. Wilsen’s arms, to which it fixed its
grasp mnch closer if possible, and
hanging round his neck, screamed in a
manner truly affecting. Mr. W. gent-
Iy refused the Indian’s request, and. de-
sired Mrs .W. to give him and his squaw
some more ram, which they swallowed
most greedily, and became a little more
satisfied, but still evinced a strong de-
sire for the restoration of the child ; but
which Mr W. again rejected from fear
that they might decamp the moment
the girl was in their possession, as al-
so from the.dread that the instant the
child found itself in the hands of those it
had already given such strong proofs of
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its abhorrence of, it might be driven to
frenzy ; all whichi only terded to streng-
then Mr. W’s determination to accom-
plishthelittle girl’s rescue : inwhichMrs.
W. most ardently joined him; and who
by this time had the infant in her arms,
a situationwith which*it was evidently
pleased in a degree surpassing des-
cription. She eyed the Indians with
the greatest dread, and every motion of
theirs seemed to excite the deepest
anxiety in her young breast.. At this
instant several persons very fortunately
arrived in the shop, sufficient to protect
him and his family-against any assault
the savages might be disposed to make ;
nevertheless Mr. Wilson still wished to
purchase the child from them, for fear
of theirresentment at a future period,
and accordingly he took them into
the shop for that purpose, and upon
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making known his desire to them,
they stood sometime motionless, and
afterwards went to the door and held a
private conversation They-soon return-
ed, and told Mr. Wilson that they did
not wish to part with the little girlas they
intended her for a wife to. their only son,
the other child who they had with them,
for which reason they could not dispose
of her, but, at the same time they wish-
ed to know how much he would give,
provided they were inclined to do so;
upon which Mr. W. offered. blankets,
cloth, tobacco, &c. none of which they
were disposed to accept of. They were
then offered rum, being the most cap-
tivating article among this savage tribe,
and were given another dram to whet
their appetite. They then pointed to an
eight gallonkeg, and gave him to under-
stand that for that quantity ofrum, five
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yards of cloth and two blankets, they
would part with the Child. To these
terms Mr.W. readily agreed, and would
niost willingly have given half of what
he possessed; rather than have parted
with the sweet little innocent he was
so anxious to adopt ; for though he
could have retained her by force, yet he
wastoo wellacquainted with the Indian
character to hazard such a step, parti-
cularly in such an unprotected situation
ashe was in.,, The Indians received
the articles agreed upon, and were on
the point oftaking their departure for
the country above the Falls of Nia-
gara, but expresssd a wish to see the
child first to bid her farewell, and being
well on his guard, this request he like~
wise granted them, in order to leave
nothing undone to give them entire sa-
tisfaction ; and on their approaching the
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poor infant, who was with Mrs. Wilson
at the time, she screamed to that degree
as frightened every one present, being,
like one of her tender age,under the im-
pression that they were totake heraway;
however, when informed to the contra-
1y, she became more tranquil, but con-
tinued to be much agitated, until she
saw them depart in their canoe;ne-
vertheless Mrs. Wilson was very ap-
prehensive her reason might be some-
what deranged, in consequence of the
brutal treatment she had experienced
from them ; therefore she carried her
into the house, and lay down with her
in her own bed. After changing her
clothes, and washing her all over, it is
searcely possible to express the differ-
ence which a change of dress made in
her appearance. She was beyond all
question one of the loveliest children
C3
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ever seen, and afforded reasonto be-
lieve that she was of a respectable fa-
mily, and lost to them perhaps for ever.
Before the Indians went away, Mr.
Wilson endeavoured all in his power to
find out from them where they became
possessed of her, but in vain, for they
obstinately refused to give him any sa-
tisfaction whatever on that head; and
seemedanxious,after theygot theirgoods
to be out of his reach ; therefore he was
compelled to rest contented with his
beautiful little adopted, and to remain
in total ignorance of her history for the
present, though heindulged a hope that
time might bring the secret to light ;
he; however, was under serious appre-
hensions of a visit from the Indians in
the night time, the consequences of
which might be such as humanity shud.
ders to think upon; and thercfore
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wisely used the precaution of keeping
up avigilent watch during the night for
three weeks, with loaded fire armsin

" readiness, as also alarge trusty dog tied

tothe.door of the house, in order to
give timely notice of approaching dan-
ger ; but fortunately these precautions
proved to be unnecessary, for no mo-
lestation was offered. 'The next morn=
ing after the Indians went away, that
circumstance was made known to the
child, who, the reader will readily con-
ceive, gave the most lively expressions
of joy ; butin the midst of her rejoic-
ing, ‘her countenance all of a sudden
became clouded, and she eagerly asked
“ will they not come back again'” and
upon being answered in the negative,
her former exhiliration of counterance .
instantly returned. Mrs. Wilson next -
enquired of her whether she had any
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knowledge of her parenfage, or how
she came to be in the Indian’s hands ;
to which questions she replied, that she
knew her Papa and Mamma, and that
they had a fine house, but she did not
know where they lived—that her name
was Matilda,and had been with the In-
dians for a long time, but they had ne-
ver before taken her near any house ;
and that they beat her very often. Mr.
and Mrs. Wilson having no children of
their own, were not a little delighted
with the unfortunate Matilda having
been so providentially thrown into their
hands, and mutually agreed to bring her
up with all the care and affection they
would a child of their own ; and as they
had property sufficient for all their
wants, they spared no expence in giv-
ing her an education, as far as the place
in whichthey lived enabled them to do ;

3
3
§



S
3
¥
%
5
2

25

and they had daily the most satisfacto-
ry proofs of their care, in the improve-
ments made by their little adopted.
Matilda made rapid progress in her va-
rious studies, as she advanced in days
and years ; and what endeared her still
more to them was the ardent affection
which she evinced towards them by
every attention and mark of duty which
they could possibly desire from a child.
When either of them was indisposed,
she was miserable. She in the midst
of the tender lavishments bestowed up-
on her by this worthy pair, by degrees
forgot the Indians altogether, and belie-
ved herselfto be, in reality, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, an illusion
which they encouraged, and used all the
means in their power to confirm. Ma-
ny Indians-were in the practice of fre-
quenting Mr. Wilson’s shopand trading
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with him ; but those who had sold Ma-
tilda were not of the number, nor did
he ever mention the circumstance to
any of the other Indians. Such was the
parental affection which Mr. and Mrs.
Wilson had for their adopted Daughter,
that they sent to Albany, in the state of
New-York, for a widow lady, a| rela-
tion of Mr. Wilson’s, and possessed of
female accomplishments of the first
class, for the sole purpose of underta-
king the education of Matilda. 'This
lady having resided at such a distance
from her new abode, never imagined
her pupil to be any other than the
daughter of her relative, in which she
was not undeceived ; and as she had
the highestveneration for the supposed
parents of Matilda, she undertook her
instruction with all the zeal of a near
relative ; and as Mr. Wilsor’s neigh-

‘ g
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bours at the time he became possessed
of Matilda, were like “Angels’ visits,
few and far between,” the circumstance
of Matilda having been purchased from
Indians soon became totally unknown
in the neighbourhood, owing to those
fluctuations which are continually go-
ing forward in society from deaths and
removals to other places ; so that there
was no possibility of Matilda’s Govern-
ess acquiring a knowledge of the
truth. Under such favourable circum-
stances, with a lively imagination, an
uncommon share of penetration and
much docility of temper, it need be ne
astonishment if Matilda Wilson scon
became the admiration and delight of
the neighbourhood, the pride of her
Governess, and the solace of her repu-’
ted parents. Her complexion was ex-
tremely fair, her features formed with
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perfect regularity, lively and expressive
in an uncommon degree; her eyes b
were blue, rather above the common

size, full of tenderness and intelligence ; g’
her hair was of a light brown colour, and ¢
hung in pleasing ringlets upon her
forehead and ivory neck—add to this:

a figure of the most faultless form,
about the middle size, and you will
have anidea of this most amiable and
promising young lady—such was Ma-
tilda when she had reached her four-
teenth year.

One forenoon Matilda took a soli-
tary walk along the banks of the ¢ far-
famed St.Lawrence,” near to her house,
and while herwarm and lively imaginati-
on was quite absorbed in contemplating -
and admiring the grand and various
objects within her view, she insensi-
bly extended her walk considerably be-
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yond what she intended when she left
home, for notwithstanding her extreme
attention in the most trivial matters to
the will of her supposed parents, she
had not on this cccasion deemed it ne-
cessary to ask their permission, or to
make any one belonging to the family
acquainted with her intention. On
wakening from her agreeable reverie,
and perceiving how far she had strolled
from home, she suddenly turned round
on her way back, at which instant a
young and athletic Indian sprung with
the agility of a lion out of the woods,
caught her in his arms, and expres-
sed himselfthus: ¢ Ah! you thought
yourself secure when my fathersold you
to the American Merchant, but almost
ever since that day I have been watch-
iug an opportunity of finding you alone,
that I might carry you off for my wife
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according to my Father’s promise,and
this day my Great Father has put it in
my power to find you ;” and as he finish-
ed these words, poor Matilda had just
strength enough to utter one dreadful
scream, and instantly sunk insensible ;
into his arms. At this critical moment
a gentleman on horseback appeared,
and hearing a female scream, he imme-
diately flew to the spot from whence he
thought it came (for at the very instant
of hearing it a bight in the skirt of the
woods intervened) and perceiving the
Indian in the act of bending his bow,
he struck him a violent blow onthe
head with the but-end of his gun, and
brought him to the ground in a state
of insensibility, with the levely maid
apparently dead in his arms. Matilda’s
charms made such a strong and instan-
taneous impression on her deliverer, the
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moment he cast his eye upon her love-
ly face, that he instantly felt love’s ar-
row enter his heart, though he was al-
most fully persuaded that her angelic
spirit had taken its flight to its conge-
nial element ; yet, as we naturally hope
for what we ardently wish, he, as it were
mechanically uttered an ejaculatory
prayer for her recovery ; which he had
no sooner done, than the necessity of
securing the Indian who had not yet re-
covered from the blow, flashed into his

- mind, whether DMatilda recovered or

not. The savage had provided a long
leather thong, of deer skin, for the pur-
pose of securing his prize when captu-
red, and had it rolled round his waist,
which the ‘stranger who had so provi-
dentially arrived, with much presence
of mind, seized upon, and bound the
Indian hand and foot ; thus literally

\\
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proving that ¢ whosoever diggeth a pit -

for another, shall fall therein himself.”
This done, the stranger turned his at-
tention to Matilda, who still bore every
appearance of having done with all sub-
lunary concerns ; however, anxious to
do all that human efforts could for her
resuscitation, he brought some water
in his hat from the river, and bathed her
forehéad and temples ; soon after which
he was rewarded for his pains, by per-
ceiving symptoms of returning anima-
tion ; and had the inexpressible satis-
faction of learning from her own lips,
what he most anxiously desired, an ac-
count of herself. Happy as Matilda
must have felt at being so unexpected-
ly delivered from the fangs of the inha-
bitant of the forest, yet she was not
altogether free from’ apprehensions, at
being equally in the power of a stran-




33

ger, who however (besides the most
lively interest he had already taken in
her fate), bore every mark of being a
gentleman of the most polished man-
ners, and . magnanimity -of mind ; and
after a few moments conversation with
him, her fears gave way to the fullest
confidence in his honor. He begged
to know in what way he could farther
serve her, at this or any future period,
and earnestly solicited permission to
escort her to her house, with which re-
quest Matilda readily complied ; for a

.certain indefinable reluctance arose

within her breast against so .suddenly
parting with one to whom she stood so
deeply indebted, and who had render-
ed himself interesting to her in no com-
mon degree, independent of which she
was by no means safe to be left alone
where she was. The gentleman pro-
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‘It posed to Matilda to mount his horse
' ; behind him, but this she declined, as-
| suring him that she was now suffici-
i ently recovered to walk, and they ac-
! cordingly ‘proceeded slowly towards
| home, Matilda leaning on his arm, while
he led his horse by the bridle. On
their near approach to the house, Mr.
and Mrs. Wilson both met them with
fear and joy pictured in their counte-
nances. Mrs. W. flew to Matilda, and
'l1  with the greatest eagerness inquired
+ i where she had been, and the cause of
. her long absence, stating that much
| consternation to the whole family had
been occasioned, not having been made
acquainted with her departure, the di-
P " rection she had taken, or the purport
1 ofhergoing away. Matilda gave them
4 a faithful account of her disagreeable
adventure, and introduced the gentle-
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man as her deliverer, stating that had it
not been for him they would never have
seen her more. Such was the anxiety
of Mr. and Mrs. W. respecting their
dear Matilda, and so eager had they
been in their interrogatives touching
the accident which had befallen her,
that her deliverer was unnoticed by
them, although he stood close to Matilda
all the time. She again called their at-
tention to him, as an angel sent from
heaven for her rescue from the power
of the Savage, which, had he accom-
plished his object, would have proved
to her far worse thandeath. She at the
same time fell on her knees, and begged
their pardon for having absented her-
self without their permission, and for
the pain and anxiety which her indiscre-
tion had given them, By this time the
‘governess joined the party, and shared
in the general joy at her pupil’s deliver-
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ance from so perilous asituation. Mr.
and Mrs. W. now turned to the stran-
ger, and begged he would be good
enough to excuse their apparent want
of politeness in having hitherto shewn
him no attentions, and he in return ob-
served, that the extreme agitation which
they must unavoidably be under on so
interesting an occasion was a sufficient
apology ; that the joy which they expe-
rienced at the safe restoration of their
so nearly lost daughter, could scarcely
exceed his own at having been the hap-
py instrument in the hands of Pro-
vidence of effecting her deliverance
from the perilous situation in which he
found her. Mr. and Mrs. W. said he
had placed them and their daughter un-
der obligations of no common kind, and
which they never could repay, but trus-
ted they were duly sensible of the same ;
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and that he would have the most un-
feigned friendship ofthem all—a friend-
ship which neither time nor distance
could efface from their memories.
When Mr. and Mrs. W.’ agitation
had somewhat subsided, and they had
time to reflect upon this singular and
most unlooked for occurrence, they were
much concerned and vexed at the ex-
pressions which the Indian had made
use of at the time he seized upon Matil
da, as it would be almost impossible any
longer to conceal from her what they
were so very desirous of doing (at least
for some time longer) that she was not
their daughter ; they, however, were
much pleased tolearn from her that she
had net communicated one word of the
Indian’s harangue to her deliverer,which
still left it in their power to keep the se~
cret among themselves ; however, as

D
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Matilda had ever experienced from her
reputed parents, such treatment as could
only be supposed to proceed from pa-
rental feeling, and that too of the most
refined and elevated kind, the words of
the Indian did not leave that impressior
on her mind, which Mr. and Mrs. W,
had feared they would have done, for
she only asked Mrs. W. what they could
mean, to which she replied that he must
have taken her for some other person,
and with this ske appeared to be satisfi-
ed, '
Mr. W. afler the effervescence of
feeling cxcited by this event had sub-
sided, requested the gentleman to re-
main with the ladies, while he went
with two of his men to look after the
Indian. Oun Mr. W. and his party ar<
1iving at the spot where the capture of
Matilda took place, they found the In-
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_dian stiil there, and so securely bound
hand and foot asto be altogether unable
to make the least efforts towards his own
likeration. Before Mr> W, did any-
thing towards refieving him from his
bonds, he inquired into his motives for
his conduct towards his daughter, and
what his intentions were ; to which he
replied with the greatest frankness, that
ke meant to make her his wife ; that
bis parents, who were then in a distant
part of the country, had told him that
they had stolen her when quite young
for that purpose, and had left him bee
hind them to watch for an opportunity
of carrying her off, as they said it would
redound to his honor to secure her, dead
or alive, and that he had frequently vi-
sited Mr. 'W.’s store, in company with
other Indians, to sce her, but never be-
fore that day had an opportunity of gets
D2
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ting her into his possession. He how-
ever, positively denied ever having re-
ceived from his parents the least hint
from whom, or the place where, they
had stolen her. Mr. W. though he had
his enemy prostrated at his feet, was
much perplexed how to act, for he fear-
ed that while he remained in the neigh-
bourhood, Matilda could not be in safe-
ty ; and so deeply impressed with this
conviction were the men who accompa-
nied him, that they had a musket pre-
sented in order to dispatch him, which
Mr. W. with some difficulty prevented ;
by representing to them the encrmity
of such a deed, for the object of their
hatred, though a savage, was neverthe-
less a hfiman being ; and exhibited to
them a mortifying proof of what man
was in his fallen and uncivilized state,
and especially when uninfluenced by
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the benign dictates of' christianity ; and
that though he, Mr. W. was much at a
loss how to prevent the Indian from ma-
king another attempt such as he had to
day done, yet as he was entirely in their
power, they could not be justified in the
sight of God or man in doing him the
least personal harm, asthey had not even
the plea of self-defence to urge. These
arguments had the desired effect upon
Mr. W.’s companions, and they readily -
acquiesced in their:justness, though their
affection for Matilda, and fear for her fu-
ture safety, had made them for a moment
lose sight of such reflections. The In-
dian, seing a musket pointed at him, be-
came much alarmed, and in the most
pathetic terms begged Mr. W. to spare
his life ; assuring him that he would not
only quit that part of the country im-
mediately, and never again return to it,

D3
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‘but he would likewise, make known to

his countrymen the humane treatment
he received ; and on every occasion, as
opportunities might occur, promote his
interest and that of his connections.
Mr. W.’s companions not understand-
ing the Indian language, eagerly in-
quired of him the purport of their con-
ference, and though they had abandon-
ed the idea of taking his life;” or other-
wise doing him personal harm, yet they
thought that his bare parole was buta
flimsy ‘'security for Matilda’s future
safety ; but upon being assured by Mr.
W. that it was Matilda’s most earnest
request that no hurt whatever should be
inflicted upon him, for were he to suffer
any injury whatever on her account,
she should be miserable, and would ever
consider herself as unworthy of that
distinguished protection which a wise
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and gracious Providence had shewn her ;
and should conceive that she had viola-
ted one of the fundamental principles of
christianity, that of rending good for
evil. :

It was now unanimously agreed upon
to allow the prisoner to depart upon the
assurances which he had given. Ac-
cordingly he was unbound, previous to
which, however, they made him repeat
his assurances, at the same time holding
out to him the severest punishment, in
case of a violation of them. When he
was freed from his bondage, the first
use he made of his liberty was to fall on
his knees to Mr. W. and thanked him
with every demonstration of gratitude
for his life, and said he should ever look
upon him as a being ofa superior order,
and approaching more to a God than a
man., He then rose from his humble
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posture, and presented Mr. W. with his
pipe as a pledge of the faithful fulfil-
ment of his engagements, and departed - *
at a slow pace, which he wasconstrained
to do, having become stiff from the tight
bandage from which he had just been
released.

Mr. W. and his men now went home,
and on their arrival were saluted with a
host of questions from every one in the
house respecting the Indian, and the
manner in which they had disposed of
him. Their conduct met with general
apprgbation, but from none more than
from Matilda, who justly considered
herself as being deeply concerned in
this affair ; and on learning that'no kind
of injury had been done to the savage,
the feelings it excited in her, were par-
ticularly visible in her countenance,
which brightened up in such a manner
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as to make her appear more lovely
than ever, so amiable is pity in all, but
in the cultivated mind of a female, it
shines forth with resplendent lustre.
The effect which this intelligence had
upon Matilda, did not pass unnoticed
by her deliverer, who viewed it with
heartfelt~ approbation, and received
therefrom an additional impression in
her favor.

Dinner wasnow ready,and when the

party were seated at the table, and such
further discussions, as the eventful oce
currence related gave rise to, were gone
through, Matilda's” deliverer informed
them that his. name was Clifford, and
that hé was a Captain in the British
army, that he had been wounded and
taken prisoner at the battle of Bunker’s
Hill, on the 1'7th June 1775,by the
Americans ; and tlat he was on parole
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not to serve again during the present
war, and had chosen this neighbourhood '
for his residence until the differences be-
tween the British and American Go-
vernments should be adjusted, and that
he considered himself as being singu-
larly fortunate in having acquired the
acquainancc of a family of whose esteem
and friendship he should be proud ; ard
what added much to its felicity on the
present occasion, was the singular and
knight-errant-like manner in which he
obtained his introduction, since the ami-
able Matilda had sustained no real in-
jury. Mr. and Mrs. W. in the fervour
of their feelings, eould not refrain from
again expressing in flatlering, but at
the same time sincere, terms, the high
sense they entertained of the favour he
had conferred upon them ; and that they
should, while they lived, consider them.
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selves under the deepest obligation to
him. At this moment a sigh was ob-
served to escape Matilda, and immedi-
ately all eyes were directed towards
her, when they perceived that she
was much embarrassed, and her eyes
moistenied with tears; but soon re-
covering herself, she said it would be in
vain for her to attempt to thank him, for
no language which she could command,
could convey the high sense she enter-

tained of the gallant and disinterested

conduct which the Captain had dis-
played in her deliverance; but she”
trusted he would do her the justice to
believe that she was fully sensible of the
lasting obligation she was under. To
these compliments, Capt. Clifford made
suitable replies. He was a- young man
about twenty-two years of, age, highly-
accomplished in point of education and

J/
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manners, and possessed a person of the
finest mould, with a manly countenance,

" expressive of magnanimity and sensis
bility. For Matilda to have been res-
cued from a perilous situation by such a
person, it will be readily admitted by
the reader, whether male or female, to
have added to the delight she must have
felt on her deliverance.

Dinner being over, Captain Clifford
took his leave, but not without evident
signs of reluctance :—that Matilda had
become interesting to him to an extent
beyond that of an acquaintance, was
apparent to all present; and to an ob-
servant eye, it was equally evident that
she fe]t emotions beyond those of gra-
titude, however elevated it might be;
and after he had departed, her eyes fol=
lowed him untila turn in the road inter-
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cépted their view. During the remainder
of the evening, Matilda was remarkably
pensive, which did not pass unobserved
by Mr. and Mrs. W. but they naturally
attributed it to her reflections upon the
recent drama in which she had acted
so prominent a part. When the hour
of bed-time arrived, the family retired
to their respective apartments, and
Matilda had no soonerentered the neat
little bed-room which had been allotted
for her, than she fell on-her knees and
offered up the effusions of a grateful
heart to the fountain of Being and Au-
thor of all good for his deliverance of
her from the power of the Savage by
the hands of Capt. Clifford, whom she
looked upon as the most superior of
his sex ; and conceived that the risque
she had run, and the alarm and anxiety
which she had undergone, were amply
E



59

compensated, since they had brought
her acquainted  with that accom-
_plished and engaging young man. She
derived the most exquisite pleasure
from his company, owing to his refined
conversation, his elevated conceptions
on every subject, and his most insinu-
ating manners,that thetime he remained
appeared to her only as a moment ; but
her heart was a stranger to love, and the
high esteem she had for him sprung
from a sense of the great service which
he had rendered her, and of his valua-
bleand engaging qualities ; and while
pondering over the events of the day
she fell into the arms of sleep, which
she much wanted to recruit her exhaus-
ted strength, and quiet her troubled
spirits.

After Mr. and Mrs. Wilson had reti-
red to their room, they began to consi-
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der the danger poor Matilda had run,
and the peril to which she would still be
exposed, should she remain in her pre-
sent place of abode ; for though the In-
dian had made promises so fair, the
risque was still great, for no reliance -
could beplaced on them. They might
be only decoys to throw Matilda and

r protectors off their guard. She
could not now stir from the house, for
even the shortest distance, without be-
ing herself exposed to danger, and her
friends to the greatest anxiety ; and
the thought that should she really be
again captured and carried off, after ha-
ving been twice rescued by the hand of
Providence, was too horrid to dwell up-
on, To send her to-another part of
the country, would ke’ distressing in
the extreme, for she had now become
as part of themselves, by her sweet en-

E2



dearing temper, and amiable endow-
- ments ; besides the bereavement which
they would feel by her absence, they
could not think of parting with her, from
the beliefthey were under, that she was
in a peculiar degree liable to accidents,
and therefore were desirous, above all
things, of having her continually under
their own eye and protection. Atlength
an idea occurred to Mr. W. which he
immediately communicated to his wife.
It was as follows :—He belonged to
Albany, in the State of New-York,
where he had a younger brother, whom
he intended to write to, and request
him to pay him a visit, when he would
make known to him proposals which
would, inall probability, ultimately turn
out to his advantage. These were,
to make over to his brother his house,
shop, merchandize, &c. for such sum
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as they might agree upon, and take his
bill for the amount, payable at his con-
venience ; andas he himself had never
been called upon to swear allegiance to
either the British or American Govern-
ments (being so far from the seat of
war) t,here was nothing to prevent him
from Temoving to the British territories,
particularly as he was still partial to
that constitution ; taking his ready mo-
ney (which was ample for a re-esta-
blishment in business) with him, and
removing to Kingston, in Upper-Cana-
da, being the place which he prefer~
red. This scheme met with the entire
approbation of Mrs. W. and the next
day a letter was accordingly written to
Albany. Captain Clifford, as might
have been expected, called the morning
following to inquire the health of Ma-
tlda after the severe fright which she
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had the day before. His visitwas
not altogether unexpected on the part
of Matilda, and she had accordingly
paid more attention to her toilet than
ordinary, and appeared to greater ad-
vantage ; so much so, that the heart of
the Captafn received another wound,
in addition to those it had already
experienced ; and it was with difficul-
ty he could refrain from throwing him-
self at her feet, and avowing his pure
and honorable passion for her ; but on
i a moment’s reflection, he -saw the im-
prudence of such a step in his present
circumstances, being as before observed
a prisoner of war ; and though on pa-
role, yet much circumscribed in his Ii-
berty. Mr. and Mrs. W. soonjoined
the young pair, which relieved them
both from some embarrasment, and the
conversation became general. Capt.
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Clifford spent the day with this worthy
family, and perhaps more to his satis-
faction than he had donethe day before.
The greatest good humour pervaded

the happy circle, and at every turn °

which the conversation took, the Capt.
and Matilda discovered new beauties in
each other. Capt. C. did not quit the
agreeable company in which he found
himself until a late hour in the evening,

and when he went away, he left behind .

him, if possible, still more favorable im-
pressions of hisworth and amiableness,

and carried with him similar sentiments

of those he had left.

After he departed, Matilda was, as
the evening before, still pensive, but
being naturally somewhat reserved and
of a contemplative turn of mind, Mr.
and Mrs. W. took no particular notice
of it; though any one, who had the
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least foresight, ceuld not have failed
to have found in .her behavioar, suffi-
cient proofs of their suspicions-being
confirmed. Mr. and Mrs. W. were care-
ful to conceal their intended removal
from Matilda, well knowing that. it
would have caused her considerable
uneasiness to have thorgh: .hat she
was the cause, though perfectly inno-
cent, of their leaving their present com-
fortable and lucrative situation, and re-
move to a distant and strange place,
where their success in business was
doubtful. . By this arrangement these
worthy people furnished another stri-
king proof of their tender regard for
their adopted daughter, such as but few
would have been capable of doing. In
the course of a fortnight after Mr. W.
wrote for his brother he arrived, and rea-
dily accepted of the proposals which
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“wére offered to him, so that a bargain
was soon made to the satisfaction of all
concerned ; and the weelfollowing was
fixed upon for their removal. In the
meantime it was deemed prudent to
conceal this transaction from all the
servants, lest by their means the inten-
ded removal should get abroad, and
come to the ears of some of the public
authorities, and measures taken by
the American Government to prevent
it. They, however, thought it but right
to let Matilda into the secret, fearing
that by concealing it from her until the
last moment, she would be too much
affeeted, besides appearing unkind on
their part.

On hearing that she must so soon
leave a place to which she had
become much—attached, she was not
a little concerned, though it chiefly~

ES3
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arose from the apprehensionsof her be-

ing deprived for ever of the society of
Capt. Clifford ; but as it was the will of
her supposed parents, and they led her
to believe that their affairs’ rendered
such an alteration necessary,she made
up her mind thereto ; but, alas ! she
little knew the ills to which she was
about to remove, nor did she as yet
know that she was but a poor dependent
orphan, all which was in the womb of
impenetrable futurity ; and here we re-
mark the kindness of Providence inde-
priving man of prescience, for were we
to foresee the evils which await us, we
should in imagination (generally worse
than the reality) endure those evils for
years before they arrived ; and were our
good fortunes to be seen long before
they came they would in effect be mis-
fortunes, for that period of time which

P o it
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must intervene before their arrival,
would be spent in impatient repining, in
treating as conteptible and unworthy of

regard ihe benefits which we may be

blessed with, and in forming such ex-
travagant and hyperbolical conceptions
of the approaching good, that when it
did actually arrive, it would be found
far short of anticipation, and would af-
ford but little real enjoyment.

The period of Mr. W. and family’s
departure being near at hand, every
one was impatient for Captain Clifford’s
again making his appearance, in order
that they might inform him of the place
of their future- residence, and also to
bid him farewell. It was not long be-
fore he arrived ; and after the intro-
duction of Mr. W.'s brother, and some
common-place conversation, Mr. W.
informed him of what was about to
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take place. The effect it produced
upon Captain Clifford may be more
easily conceived than described. For
some time he appeared almost petri-
fied, with his eyes fixed on Matilda ;
but at length recovering in some mea-
sure from the effects of this unlooked-
for shock, he did not descend to such
complimentary remarks as ordinary
friendship would have dictated, such
as that he was extremely sorry to hear
it, &c., but at once boldly declared that
he cared not how soon he quitted the
neighbourhood, since all that could in
the least command his esteem or en-
gage his attention were on the point of
leaving it. This was uttered with a
vehemence and particular tone of voice,

_so different from his usual mode of

conversation, as arrested the attention
of all present, but in particular Ma-
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tilda. on whom his eyes were fixed at
the- moment, and she could not avoid
drawing from it inferences nothing to
her own disadvantage ; and also build-
ing thereon some hopes. of not being
for ever deprived of his company.
Captain Clifford remained at Mr. W.’s
until the evening, and as they were bu-
sily engaged in making the necessary
arrangements for their removal, he had
ample opportunities of conversing with
Matilda, whom he found to surpass
even the favourable opinion which he
had formed of her, her mental endow-
ments being superior to those of any
young lady of her age with whom he
had ever been acquainted. He ex-
pressed to Matilda, in the most glow-
ing language the pain he felt at the idea
of being separated from her and her fa-
mily, and assured her that time could
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never obliterate from his heart the im-
* pression which their society had made;
but, on the contrary, it would only be-
come the stronger as time progressed,
“as streams their channels deeper
wear.” Matilda most modestly observed
that the obligations she was under to
him, would ever command her most
sincere gratitude and highest esteem,
and that nothing could afford her more
pleasurethan to hear from time to time
of his welfare ; and this she hoped to do,
as she presumed a friendly correspond-
ence would be preserved between him
and her father. Capt. Clifford said he
trusted this would be the case, and she
might rest assured of not being forgot-
ten. He took his leave in the evening,
promising to call again on the day of
their departure.

- Every thing being arranged to their
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gatisfaction, and the day appointed for
leaving their once happy home, they
commenced putting their effects on
board of the vessel which was to trans-
port them to their destination. It was
then late in the evening of the 26th Au-
gust 1778, and just as they were ready
to depart, Capt. Clifford made his ap-
pearance. 'They had been waiting
with some impatience for his arrival,
being all unwilling to depart without
seeing their much-valued friend, the
wind being fair and .seemed to offer a
propitious moment for commencing
their voyage.
He viewed all their preparations with
emotions of the most unfeigned regret.
" The painful moment had now arrived,
and never before did he feel himself so
unmanned as he did at this moment,
when about to part with the most valu-
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ed object on earth. Short as had been
his acquaintance with Matilda, she had
nevertheless as effectually got possession
of his heart as if their loves had been
mutually acknowledged for years ; and
he had every reason to believe, from va-
rious signs and emotions which had in-
advertently escaped her, that his passion
for her was not unrequited. He first
took a most affectionate leave of Mr.and
Mrs. W. but when he approached Ma-
tilda, a cold trémor took- possession of
his whole frame, and he could not for
some time articulate a word, He how-
ever recovered himself sufficientlyto take
her by the hand (that hand which he
had so recently snatched from the grasp
of the ruthless savage) and imprint upon
it akiss, accompanied by the following
words, uttered in a wild and frantic
manner, ‘“Oh ! dear Matilda, remember
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me,” to which she could only reply by ‘'a
shower of tears, and gently withdraw-
ing her hand from his, he abruptly
meounted his horse, and was soon out of
view. “
Mr. W. and family now embarked,
and the wind being still fair, they had a
pleasant run, nothing occurring by the
way worthy of notice. Their embark-
ation was effected with as much privicy
as.possible, and was scarcely known to
any one, save those interested, for the
reasons already assigned. When their
departure came to be generally known
amongst their numerous friends, there
was a universal lamentation, for the
whole family were held in the highest
estcem by every one who had the plea-
sure of their acquaintance : hut though
all regretted the loss which the place

had sustained by the removal of one of
LY
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the most worthy families in it, yet no
one blamed them for the private man-
ner'in which they had effected it, being
well convinced that the existing state of
public affairs rendered it, if not abso-
lutely necessary, at least prudent.

On their arrival at Kingston, they
were necessitated to be contented with
a very. ordinary domicile, all the princi-
pal lodgings being occupied by the Bri-
tish troops.

Though Mr. W. was perfectly in
circumstances to have spent the re-
mainder of his life in comfort and even
elegance, independent of any business
whatever ; he, however, like most
other men who have all'their lives been
accustomed to the busy scenes of com-
merce, declined to remain inactive, par-
ticularly as he could not be said to have
much passed the meridian of life, and
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was very desirous of again entering into

business ; but as he had now come to a

strange place, he did not wish to be toe
precipitate in settling himself, but pre-
ferred rather to look around him a lit-
tle, in order to acquire some local
knowledge ; and, if possible, find out
an advantageous situation for business.
With this view, he was one market day
sauntering. through the town, carefully
noting the various ‘business-thorough-
fares, when he happened tostep intoa
respectable looking store, and -entered
into conversation wxlh its.owner (a Mr.
Johnston) on the nature and extent of
the business of the place, when, in the
course of conversation, Mr. J. happen-
ed to mention that he intended to with-
draw from business as soon as he could,
in consequence of a considerable legacy
having been left him by a near relative

-
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in Scotland. It instantly. occurred to
Mr. W. that if he could effect a reason-
able arrangement with Mr. J. it might
be a good opportunity for his commen=
cing business, as the house was in a
most eligible situation, and -had . leng
been.occupied as a - Store. He accor-
dingly communicated to Mr. J, his in-
tention of beginning business, and pro-
posed making a purchase. of his whole
property, to which he found Mr, J.in
no way averse ; butas Mr.W, was a man
who, however henpecked the world
might think him,. would not take any
step of such moment as the present with=
out the. concurrence of his -partner in
life, he informed Mr. J. that Mrs. W,

- and himself would call next day for the

purpose of inspecting the premises ; and

~in the event of their liking them, of

which he said he had scarcely a doubt

I




69

from the little he had scen of them, and
if Mr.J. was reasonable in his demands,
they would in all probability come to an
agreement,

The following day Mr. and Mrs W,
accompanicd by Matilda, went to Mr.,
Johnston’s store and found him busy in

-altending to a number of Officers,
and their Ladies. Secveral of the fore
mer on observing Matilda, eyed her
with such intense regard, as quite dis-
concerled her and also Mrs. W, who
felt in the keenest manner for poor Ma-

» tilda, and their confusion being obser-
ved by Mr. J. he requcsted them to
walk into the parlour, an invitation the
gladly accepted of ; for both Mrs, W,
and Matilda were but poorly calcula~
ted for encountering the insolent stare
of those military men, who, when they
have obtained HisMajesty’s Commission




70

and mounted a sword and the other ac.
companiments of that profession, seem
to think (for so they certainly act) that
theyare at once commissioned to outrage
all the common decencies of life ; instead
of keeping in view the noble and cxal-
ted dutics which so peculiarly helong to
the glorious profession of arms, for such
the profession is, and no one is fit to have
a cominission, nor will he ever do lionor
" to it unlesshe is a knight-errant at heart.
Should this ever mcet the eye of any
Gentlemen in the army, let them
not feel offended, for it is by no means
intended to reflect on the whole of
them—many of whom are indeed an
honor to their dignified station, but it
is impossible to deny that many others
who having been useless, or perhaps
a nuisance, in the place or vicinity
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where they were born, obtain & com-
mission through some rotten interest
or for money perhaps but indiffer-
ently obtained, act according to their
origin, and only disgrace their profes-
sion, and make the unthinking throw
odious reflections on "their more noble
comrades in arms, :
When Mr. J. found a little leisure, he
conducted Mr. and Mrs.'W-, threugh the
different apartments of -the house, and
over the premises generally,-with allof
which they were pleased’; and-aninven-
tory of the goods in the store having
been taken, a bargain was soon coanclu-
ded, for they were both honest and rea-
sonable men, the one well disposed to
sell, and the other equally willing and
able to purchase; and in such a case
there is no-need for wasting precious
time in that jew-like higgling but too pre-

e
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valent -in this’country, and which indi-
cates the strongest disposition on both
sides to cheat as far as they possibly
can. A notarial deed was speedily made
out, the money paid, and Mr. W. ‘at
once-took possession of his new esta-
blishment. Mr. J. not having any debts
to settle, and few accounts to collect,
(these'féw _he made over to Mr. W,
with a libetal ‘allowance for bad.pay-
ments) took his- departure for his native
land ; but before he went away, he gave
Mr.W.Jettersof introduction to the mer-
chants he was in the practice of dealing
with, both in_Montreal and Quebec, and
likewise informed him that he would
call and make them acquainted w1th the
circumstance. e

. Mr. W. having retained Mr. J.’s prm-
cnpal clerk, on account of his local know-
ledge, as well as his general good cha-
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cacter, and being - himself a man long
‘habituated to business,and #n ‘every way
well qualified for it, the custom of the
shop., which had long been good, rather
increased than diminished. Among
the Military Officers, there was a very
sensible increase, the cause of which
Mr. and Mrs. W. were at no loss to di-
vine 3 and they again became very un-
easy on Matilda’s account, but were
careful to conceal their apprehensions

from her and every one else ; but resol-

ved to watch over her with a jealous
eye, as their knowledge of the world
warned them of the necessity, of so do-
ing ; for she was on all occasions actu-
ated by the most pure motives, and con-
sequently would naturally suppose cve-
ry other person toact from like prin-~
ciples,having been brought up in perfect

. solitude, had never in her life witnessed
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duplicity in any one instance, nor any vi

_ cious action, excepting what she expe-

rienced from the savage, and such ac-
tions she confined to these people alone
little aware that there are savages equally
eruel, without the excuse in their favour
which. the poor benighted sons of the
forest have, as she was doomed by and
bye ta experience. Under the influence
of apprehensions of some deep’ laid
scheme being resorted to ix order to
bring Matildainto danger, Mr.and Mrs.
W. were the more guarded against for-
ming any intimacies whatever, beyoird
what their commercial transactions re-
quired. Numerous were the invitations

“which theyreceived to Balls, &c. all witl

the view, as they suspected, of bringing

“Matilda on the carpet, but they found

means to politely evade them. The only
friendly intimacy which they formed was
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with an American family, whe were,
like themselves, Loyalist, and resided
about a mile above Kingston, on the
bank of the St. Lawrence. There was
i this family a young lady, about the
age of Matilda, who, though handsome
and well acqomplished, was yet in every
respect inferior to her. A strong inti-
macy soon took place between these
young ‘ladies, and they sought each
other’s company as much as theycould ;
and this was the more natural, as they
both led rather secluded lives. ' Several
Military Officers were very assiduous in
their attentions to Matilda (particularly

one by the name of Fitzgibbon) when .

they had an opportunity, which, how-
ever, was but seldom ; for oversand
above the vigilance with which hér re-
puted "parents watched over her, she

herself studied to avoid them, Often
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did Mrs. W. surprise Matilda in her

room in tears, and when asked the
cause, she said she could assign none
farther than that she frequently had an
unaccountable depression of spirits
which she in vain endeavoured to con-
quer; and that she felt a presage of
some dire calamity hanging aover her.
Mrs. W. endeavoured to rally her spi-
rits by every means she could think of.
- Since Mr. W’s family had been at
Kingston, they had heard nothing from
their much esteemed friend, Capt.
Clifford, nor was this to be wondered at
since every part was so guarded on
both sides of the river. Matilda had
now attained her 16th year, and was
beautiful and engaging in an unusunl
degree. Her accomplishments had been
regularly progressing, and were now
highly finished. She played with, unc

=
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common skill on the various musical
instruments in which young ladies are

- usually instructed, and her vocal per-

formance was, if possible, still superior.
Fitzgibbon had cortrived tobe in her
company three or four times, and was
so delighted with her that he demanded
herin marriage of Mr. Wilson, who
threw no particular obstacle in the way
of his suit, but merely said that sucha
step required reflection, and that he
would give him an answer soon.

On Mr. W. mentioning this propo-
sal to his wife, she said that from the
attentions which she observed Fitzgib-
bon pay to Matilda, it was only what
she expected, but that she was confi-
dent her consent would never be ob-
tained, even were they disposed to
exercise their influence, which neither
of them would of course do in a mat-

F3
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ter 'of such vital importance ; that from-
what she had observed of Matilda for

‘some time past, she was fully convinced

that her affections were engaged, and
almost certain that Captain Clifford
was their object ; she firmly believed
that there was not an individual on
earth whom Matilda could love, but
himr ;' and that it was-also evident from
what they witnessed, that that gentle-
man was in love with her. Mr. W.
readily agreed with his wife in her opi-
nion, and said he had made similar ob~-
servations, and that there certainly was
no one to-whom he would so much
wish to see Matilda united as Captain
Clifford ; at the same time remarking,
that they could not permit her to be
married- to—any-ene~ without first ma-
king her intended husband acquainted
with her history, which might possibly




indace him to change lis opinion, bus
this disclosure it would be prudent to
defer to the lastmoment. Mrs. W.
said she would mention Captain Fitz-
gibbon’s proposals to Matilda, though
-she already was certain-of her senti-
ments, and then they could communi-
cate her answer to him, which would
save them the disagreeable necessity
of cquivocation, which to the ingenuous
mind is always painful. Accordingly
Mrs. W. cautiously communicated
Fitzgibbon’s offer  to Matilda, when
they were afone, which they very fre-
quently had been since their removal
to Kingston, for the governess had re-
mained behind them as house-keeper to
Mr. W’s. brother. Matilda appeared
much astonished, and after a pause,
said she felt much obliged to Captain
Fitzgibbon for the honor he intended
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to'confer upon her, but it was totally
out of her power to accept his offer, or
indeed that of any other gentleman
whatever ; but here she stopped for a
moment, and said she had no wish to
alter her condition ; that she consider-
ed herself as being too young for a
change in life. of so serious a nature,
and she wished these her sentiments to
‘be communicated to Captain Fitzgib-
bon as being her unalterable determi-
nation. , Mrs. W. represented to her
husband- Matilda’s answer, which he
accordingly communicated to Capt.
Fitzgibbon the next day, who,upon be-
ing made acquainted therewith, ap-
peared to labour under mortified pride,
rather than disappointed love. He as-
sumed a haughty sullen air, stood for
an instant in silence, and, wheeling
round in a mest contemptuous-manner,

left the store. )




<@

~
-

18

It being now the fall of the- year,
Mr. W. was necessitated to go to Mon-
treal for his winter’s supply of goods,
and his American friend (a Mr. Wil-
lard) of whom mention had been made
as residing about a mile above: King-
ston, accompanied him. The day pre-

vious to Mr. W. departure, he settled -

with the officers of a regiment which
was about to remove to York, such ac-

" counts as he had with them. The day-

following Mr. W’s, leaving home, Mrs.

W. received a note from her friend

Mrs. Willard, containing the unplea~
sant intelligence that Miss Willard was
seriously ill, and earnestly begged for

Matilda’s company for some time.

Painful as it was at all times for Mrs.
W. to part with her, it was more par-
ticularly so at this time, her husband
being from home ; nevertheless the pre-
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sent wag a casé wherein the common
feelings of humanity were called npon
londly, and those of friendship still
more so. The horse was accordingly
put to the caleche without delay, and
she took her departure, under the
greatest anxiety on account of her
friend, attended by the servant man.
On her arrival, she found her friend,
Miss W. indeed far from being well,
but much better than she anticipated,
and in hopes of a speedy restoration
to perfect health. Matilda spent the
day with Miss W., and used every
means she could think of to amuse her,
being well aware, that from the inex-
plicable sympathy which subsists be-
tween the mind and its earthlyterement,
the state of the one has a very materi-
al influence-upon the other.

In the evening Matilda took leave
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on her return home, in the same
conveyance by which she had come in
the morning. She was then in a state
ofimind more than usually cheerful, so
delighted was she at the favourable
turn which her friend’s illness had so
suddenly taken, and left a promise of
repeating her visit the next day. Ma-
tilda proceeded on her journey home-
wards, enjoying an agreeable train of
ideas, only clouded a little by not ha-
ving heard any thing of Captain Clif-
ford ; but her confidence in his fidelity
was unlimited, so that the only source
of ber uneasiness was the uncertainty
of his personal safety. When the ca-
leche was at a turn in the road, about
mid-way home, and the most solitary
part of the way, all of a sudden a man
muffled up in a great coat, started from
behind a tree, and seized the horse’s
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_bridle. - The servant seemed to think

of nothing but his safety, for he instant-
ly leaped from the caleche and ran off,
leaving Matilda unprotected. The
stranger desired her to dismount and
accompany him, which, if she did, she
need not be under any apprehension, for

_no harm should befall her; to which
_ mandate, Matilda could only reply by a
. loud shriek, and fainted. He toock her

out of the caleche, and was proceeding
with her in his arms towards the river,

_ where a boat was In readiness to re-

ceive them, and to convey the unfortu-
nate young lady to some secluded re-
treat which the ruffian had in view,
when he was arrested in his progress by
an unknown person, who having heard
a scream, concluded it proceeded from
some person in distress. The betrayer
of Matilda ordered this humane, butto
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iiim, unwelcome intruder, not to.ap-
proach at the peril of his life, which
menance’ was met by the reply, < Cow-
éjtrdly villain, (for such I take thee to
be,) prepare to meet thy fate from the
hands of a man who is ready at all times
to relieve oppressed innocence, and to
punish the guilty.” They both were
provided with swords, and a dreadful
encounter took place, being good

-sword’s-men ; but the ruffian fought

with such fury, as to lay himself open
to his adversary’s attacks; and on one
of these occasions he received a severe
wound in the body, and immediately fell.
The stranger then ran to the assistance
of the lady, who by this time had par-
tially recovered. He eagerly inquired
who she was, and how she came to be
in the power of the villain who was car-

rying her off, and what was the cause
G
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of it ? These questions were answer-
ed in a few words. The darkness of
the night prevented Matilda’s features
from being observed ; buther brave de-
liverer, upon learning her name and
hearing her voice, made no farther in-
quiries, but immediately put her in
the, ,caleche, and seating himself
by her side, drové (by her direction,)
to Mrs. Wilson’s House. He found Mrs.
‘W. under the greatest anxiety on Ma-
tilda’s account, and seeing him bring
the persecuted maid in the room in a
state of almost insensibility, (and being
a stranger wrapped up in a great coat
with scarcely any part of his face visi-
ble) she fainted. Such stimulants as
the house afforded were resorted to,
which proved effectunal, and she was

_ speedily restored to animation. The first

-use she made of her reason was to en-
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quire to whom she was indebted for the
restoration of her child, to which the

stranger replied, that she-should ere °

long be informed on that head ; but in
the meantime he desired to- know by
what means she had heard of the fatal
accident which had befallen Matilda.
She said the servant man had arrived
a little before them, and had given the
alarming account of himself having
been dragged from the caleche, and
knocked down by an unknown person,
and that he was in a state of total insen-
sibility for some time ; on his recover-
ing he found the caleche gone, he knew
not whither, and no person being near
at the time, he had no idea of Matilda’s
fate. 'The stranger inquired if the ser-
vant was in the house, and being in-
formed that he was, he ordered him to

appear ; the moment he entered the
G2
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room, the stranger dréw his sword, and
ina firmand resolute tone, declared
that he would mst'mtly plunge it in his
heart, if he did not without the least
prevarication, confess the whole of the
treacherous part he had acted, and who
they were who bribed or in any way in-
stigated him to do so. The culprit
was so much alarmed, that he fell on
his knees, and said that Captain Fitz-
gibbon was the person, and he alone—

“that he had for some time past held out

to him strong temptations to betray Ma-
tilda, by letting him know when she
went from home, &c. ; that he had re-
sisted all his offers of money, but he
had prevailed upon him to do, what he
had done (‘and for which he was now
heartlly sorry) by threatening to im-
press him for a soldier ; but solemnly
protested that he had received no re-
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ward for his treacherous action. The
servant was desired to withdraw, but
wpon the peril of his life not to quit the
house, nor to hold conversation with
any person upon what had happened,
and thke disgraceful part he had played;
an injunction scarcely necessary, for
the fellow, though we we\(‘i( and timid, was
by no means an hard{ned villain, and
rea]ly bad, as he Sald resisted all the
temptations of money ; but the' dread
of being forced in the army, so wrought
upon kis fears, that he lost all sense of
duty, and regard, for the fate of others.

Mrs W. and Matilda, being now some-
what composed, the stranger threw off
hisgreat coat (orrather cloak) in which
he bad hitherto remained most com-
pletely enveloped and to their inexpres-
sible surprise and joy, they recognized
then' highly valued friend Captain Clif-
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ford, who had now the second time re-
scued Matilda from the most horrible
situation in which a virtuous woman
can be placed. Their protestations of
gratitude were warm and strong, but
fell far short of their feelings, to these
no language could do justice. Matil-
da fell on her knees, and was proceed-
ing-to thank him in that posture, when
he lifted her up, pressed her ardently to
his besom, and placed her on the sofa :
a shower of tears of gratitude came to
her relief ; and spoke more eloquently
for her than the most refined and stu-
died harangue could have done. Capt.
Clifford, informed them that he had
made many)fruitless attempts to get a
letter conveyed to them, and being or-
dered by the American government to
repair to New York, he could not think
of quitting the country without first see-

~
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ing them, (singe correspondence by let--
ter was impossible) that he had hired a
boat at all hazards, and, to use his own
words, ¢ Came this day to do the hap-
py deed, which gilds my humble
name.” He further said, that painful as
it was to kim, he must bid them adieu:
before day light/his boat being waiting
for him at a small Island in the river,
andwere he to be seen and recognised
on the British territories,. his parole
would be considered as forfeited, and
besides the time allowed for his ap-
pearance in New York was but short,
and would not admit of the least delay ;
that since he had been here, another
strong reason for his speedy departare-
had unfortunately oceurted, in the fate-
of Fitzgibbon, who, there was every
reason to believe was killed, and of
course strict serutiny would be made
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after the person who had«deprived him
of life. 'These cogent reasons were
perfectly satisfactory to the ladies;
however, much they might regret their
existence, they reconciled themselves
to the Captain’s departure. He how-
ever held out to them the cheering pros-
peet of a speedy termination of the war,
which would place him in the enviable
situation of being at his own disposal.
While Matilda was engaged in prepar-
jbg some refreshiment for Capt. Clif-
ford previous to his departure, Mrs. W.
related to him Fitzgibbon’s passion for
hier adopted, and the reception it had
met with, This gave him the most
lively uneasiness, for he feared that
though he was strongly persuaded that
Fitzgibbon himself was past making
any further attempts against Matilda,
yet'some’ of his partizans might, and he
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i..orefore impressed upon . Mrs. W. in
the strongest terms, the necessity there
Was of bemg much on their guard ; and
én 1o occasion to allow Matilda to go
:abroad without either herself or Mr. W.
:'gccom’panied her. The clock now struek

; one in the morning, which admonished
/ﬁ‘ { the Captain that the time of his depar-

[+ tare had arrived. He took some re-

/! freshment, and was ready to take his
{ leave, but the parting between him and
* Matilda, was truly affecting ; to attempt
to describe it would be useless—an idea
of it can only be formed by those who
havebeen placed in a similar situation.
After Capt. C. had left them, Mrs.
W. and Matilda were under the great-
est anxiety for his safety until he got to.
hisboat, and at some distance from
Kingston ; for they feared that a most
- ¥igorous search for Fxtzglbbons mur-
G 3
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derers, as they no doubt would be
termed would take place, and Capt. C.
had to pass the very spot where the ren-
counter took place. These reflections
gave them the deepest concern, and
though they retired to bed, it could
scarcelybe called torest ; especially with
Matilda,whos pent the time in painful re-
flections upon the past, and gloomy pre-
sages of the future, particularly as regar-
ded the safety of Capt.C. Mrs. W’s affec-
tion for Matilda, ever on the alert to pro-
mote her happiness as much as.in her
poyer. and to alleviate her miseries by
all’ those nameless little attentions
which, though apparently insignificant,
yet have a great tendency to soothe and
heal the lacerated heart, slept in the
same room with her, in order to afford
all the comfort and consolation she
could. Towards daylight, Matilda fel{

——
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into a profound sleep, which lasted un-
til a late hour in the morning. On her
awakening, Mrs. W. found her much
refreshed and composed. Though late
in the morning, Mrs. W, had also kept
her bed, not having been able to sléep
during the early part of the night, and
being also desirous of having some
conversation with Matilda when she
awoke. When Matilda arose, Mrs.
W. after some kind inquiries after her
health, &c. addressed her as follows :
“ Oh! dear Matilda, how very plain and
evident it appears, that Capt. Clifford
is an instrument in the hands of Provi-
dence for your preservation ; he has
now twicerescued you from impending
ruin, and that too at times when you
had no other hand to help or eye to pi-
ty ; and but for him your situation
would have been such as makes me
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shudder to think upon, and must inevi-
tably have brought us all with sorrow
to apremature grave.” Matilda said she
was well aware of the nature and ex-
tent of the obligations which she was
under to that incomparable man ; she
observed at the same time she never
could reward him for the services he
had rendered her, were she even to de-
vote the remainder of her life for that
purpose ; that he had twice saved her
Jife, or rather her hom)r, which was
far more dear ; in doing whlch he had
exposed himself to the most imminent
danger, and what was distressing to
her above all, she did not know but
at that very moment he mightbe suffer-
ing in the severest manner on her ac-
count. Mrs. W. begged of her to banish
from her mind such gloomy reflections,
and to confide in that all-wise and
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merciful Being who wields the desti-
nies of the u niverse, and whose almigh-
tyarm had been twice extended in so
“remarkable a manner for her preserva-
tion. They then, on their knees, of-
fered up their joint prayer for Capt. Cs.’

safety, and afterwards went about their
respective employments. Matilda found,
for the first time, how necessary her
friend (as she had hitherto only consi-
dered him) had become to her, so much
so that he seemed to be a part of her-
self ; and that he was much more dear
toher than even the warmest friendship
could indicate ; in short, she discover-
ed that he held an uncontrolable sway
over her heart’; and that it was impossi-
ble for another person tofind a place
in the shape of a lover, so thatto any
other suitor she might well adopt the
language of Clarinda to Burns :

-
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- Friendship’s sweet and sacred joys
My heart was formed to prove ;
There, welcome, win, and wear the prize ;
But never talk of Love.

Mrs. W. had been informed, and
communicated to Matilda that Capt.
Fitzgibbon had been found by his men,
about twelve o’clock last night, lying on
the road wounded, and that they had
conveyed him to Kingston, where
hopes of his recovery were entertained ;
but no one could form any idea
how he met with this accident, and
that he himself observedthe most pro-
found silence respecting it. It was there-
fore evident that their own servant was,
besides the parties themselves, the on-
ly personsinthe world, who had the
least knowledge of the transaction, and
as to him the part he had acted in the
tragedy was of 'such anature as made

S o
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it very unlikely that he would ever men-
tion the circumstance ; besides which,
heknew not who Capt. Clifford was, had
never seen him, nor heard his name
mentioned, neither would it be possible
for himto recognize the Captain should
he at any future period see him, he ha-
ving been so perfectly disguised on
that evening, that the servant could not
have had a distinct view of his features,
nor was the fellow in a state of mind
well suited to making minute observa-
tions. Therefore, under the different
views that could be taken of the case.
Capt. C. seemed to be in-perfect safety
whatever might be Fitzgibbon’s fate.
Breakfast being over, the servant
man made his appearance, and threw
himself upon his knees before the two
ladies, and said he was penetrated to
the heart with the most unfeigned com-
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punction for what he had done, and
that when he looked back upon his con-
duct, it appeared to him almost unac-
countable how he could join in such an’
atrocious plot ; but the dread of being
impressed, with which he had often
beert threatened, so preyed upon his
mind as to deprive him, in a great mea-
sure, of his reason ; and induced him
to do an action disgraceful to manhood
and which he should ever deplore to
the latest moment of his existence. Mrs.
W. and Matilda, notwithstanding the
heinous nature of his offence, felt for
him, as, from what they had known of
his former conduct they were fully per-

jl/ suaded that his fears must have been

greatly practiced upon before he had
given his approbation and assistance in

the manner hehad done ; they desired

himto compose himself, and go abouthis




Sty

e

101

work as formerly, and as he valued his
own safety and also theirs, to be silent
as to the unfortunate occurrence to-
wards every person whatsoever, and
they would use their influence with Mr.
W.whenhe returned in his behalf. Soon
after this event, Mr. W. arrived from
Montreal, and on being made acquaint-
ed with what had taken place during
his absence, his surprise and indigna-
tion were raised to the highest pitch.:
The first emotion which he felt was to
inflict upon the servant man the nvost
severe punishment, that the case would
admit of, but upon reflection aided by
the intercession of the two ladies, and
on hearing his man’s candid confession,
and unequivocal expressions of sincere
penitence, his resentment vanished, and
gave place to a sentiment of pity for the
poor deluded being, who had not firm-
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ness to undeviatingly follow the path
of rectitude, and confide in Him
who knows the most remote source
and spring of all our actions ; and who,
whatever interpretation our fellow mor-
tals may put upon our conduct, cannot
be deceived. This reflection ought
to be the source of much consolation to
all who labour under difficulties and
misfortunes, while they are conscious
of having acted from the best of mo-
tives, for it is not in this probationary
stage of being that virtue is to meet with
its reward.

In the course of three weeks, Fitz-
gibbon was so far recovered as to be
able to join his regiment at the upper
posts, and. was no more heard of at
Kingston. He, however, carried with
him a just memorial of his improper
conduct, and it is to be wished that
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every unprincipled wretch who endea-
vours to carry misery and disgrace into
avirtuous family, may meet with a like
reward.

The late occurrence raised, if possi-
ble Captain Clifford still higher in the
esteem of Mr, Wilson, and he much re-
gretted not having seen him, in order
to have again thanked him in person;
and what particularly vexed him was,
the impessibility, under existing cir-
cumstances, of so much as thanking
him by letter ; but he anticipated the
time that they might meet again, when
the state of affairs between Great Bri-
tain and the United States would
permit.

For upwards of a year, nothing par-
ticularly demanding notice, occurred to
Mr. W’s. family. It continued to be the
seat of domestic c%xlngort and happiness.
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Mr. W's. business went on in an in-
creasing and satisfactory manner, and
occupied his whole attention. Mrs.
W. and Matilda superintended their
own department, with that cordiality
and harmony which had ever subsisted
between them ; the latter continuing to
make regular advances in her various
studies, and also to improve in personal
attractions, as she gradually emerged
from the tall, but imperfectly formed
girl,-into the full and complete symme-
try of womanhood.

In 1783 peace was established be-
tween Great Britain and the United
States. About this time Mr. W. re-
ceived a letter from his brother, an-

- nouncing the death of their father at

Albany, and containing an earnest re-
quest of their mother for Mr. W. to visit
her in order to the settlement of some

[ e —
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family affairs.  This intelligence,
though an event to be looked for by the
established order of nature, (Mr. W,
senior, having attained toa mature old
age) nevertheless spread a gloom
for a time thoughout the family ; for
whatever reason and philosophy may
say, human nature must and will feel,
when its tenderest bonds are burst asun-
der. As soon as Mr. W. could devote his
mind to business, he made the teces-
sary preparatory arrangements for go-
ing to Albany, and, accordingly set out
on his journey, taking Mrs. W. and
Matilda with him. They arrived there .
all well after a very agreeable trip, and !
found the old lady in as good healthand
spirits as could be looked for, which !
were not a little improved by the arri- °
val of her long absent son and his fa- °
mily, noné of whom she had ever secen '

.
’
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but himself. She was particularly struck
with Matilda’s fine appearance and at
tainments, to whose history she was a
stranger, and of course never doubted
the reality of her reputed relationship,
the more especially as Mrs. W. was a
very handsoime woman, and such as
might in every respect pass for the mo-
ther of Matilda.

M. Wilson had been at his mother’s
some time, busily engaged in settling
his father’s affairs, and was beginning
to think of returning to Kingston, when
one afternoon Matilda proposed to Mrs.
W. to take an airing in her grandmo-
ther’s pleasure waggon, to which she
readily consented. They rode some
way into the country, the weather being
fine, and the prospect around enehan-
ting. As they were returning, and des-
cending the hill behind the town, all of
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a sudden the horse took fright, and
darted off at full speed, mor could the
utmost efforts of the driver restrain him.
Before he had gone far, the wheels of-
the waggon came in contact with some..
logs which were lying on the side of theﬂ""é
road, and was overturned in an ins-
tant, and Mrs. W. thrown out into
the middle of the road, much brui-
sed, and one of her ancles dislocated ;
but Matilda was less fortunate, for she
had already fainted, and her clothes be-
come by some means or other entan-
gled about the seat of the waggon, so
that she was dragged along with it, for
the overthrow of the waggon only frigh-
tened the horse still more and made
him’increase his speed. Just at the mo-
ment that her destruction appeared in-
evitable, Providence again interfered
in her favour in a singular manner, and




TN TR L]

i e 9 TR

108

as on former occasions, by a most singu-
larevent. The horse had gone but alittle
way after the overthrow of the waggon,
when a gentleman, at the imminent
risk of his own life, as must be evident,
sprung from the side of the road, seized
the horse by the bridle, and with one
powerful effort threw the animal on his
side, he then cut the traces &c. so that
it was soon disengaged from the wag-
gon. By this time Mrs. W. had
somewhat recovered, and forgetting her
pains in her anxiety for Matilda’s safe-
ty, she made an effort to rise and go to
her relief, but found she could not stir
one step on account of her dislocated
ancle. The gentleman had no sooner
separated the horse from the waggon,
thanhe gave his attention to the unfortu-
nateindividualinit, and at the first glance
exclaimed, ¢ Oh ! my dear Matilda, and
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do we meet thus again.” It was Capt.
Clifford who was that far on his way
back from New-York, whither he had
repaired in obedience to crders, as be-
fore noticed. He took Matilda, who
was still in a state of in sensibility in his
arms, and cariied her to the other lady,
who to his astonishment he found tobe
Mrs. W. and her surprise was not less
in finding their much estecmed friend
Capt. Clifford to be once more with
them at a most critical and peri-
lous moment., Matilda still continued
insensible, and excited the most serious
apprehensionsin both Capt C.and Mrs.
W. for her life. Just at that time she
shewed symptoms of returning anima-
tion. She soon recovered. so far as to
beable to discern objects, but what was
her surprise on finding that she again

owed her life to the same person who
H



T I N U R

o —— -

110

had on two former occasions extricated
her from still worse situations. For
some time she thought she must be be-
willered, it was so like the realizing of
a romance, that she resisted at first the
evidence of her senses. Capt. C. dis-
patched the servant to town for another
horse and waggon, but with strict en-
junctions not to go near Mrs. W. Seni-.
or’s,and to avoid, if possible, seeing Mr.
W. for fear of creating an alarm, which
might have done much injury, but could
effect no good. Capt. C, assisted
Mrs. W. to the broken Waggon, where
she could sit with more ease, and on his
taking Matilda in hisarms for the same
purpose, she gavea loud scream, and
again fainted, which alarmed the Capt.
and Mrs. W greatly, for they now fear-
ed that she had sustained some serious
injury. The servant by this time had re-

P
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turned with another horse and waggon,
in which the unfortunate ladies were
placed (Matilda in Capt. C’s .arms,) the
.man drove cautiously towards the old
lady’s house, who, on their arrival, they
found to be absent, a circumstance which
was not regretted, as they hoped to be
alittle recovered and in order before
ber return, and consequently alarm her
the less. A Doctor was immediafely
sent for, Matilda being still insensible,
who however had partially recovered
before he arrived, but could make
no use of herrightarm. The Doctor
found that it was dislocated at the
shoulder, and on examination of Mrs.
W’s ancle, it was also found to be
dislocated. She generously desired him
to attend Matilda first, as she believed
her sufferings to be greater than her
own. Both dislocations were set and
H?
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the unfortunate ladies put to bed, and
a composing draught given to each of
them, whichthrew them into a profound
sleep.

During these operations, both Mr.
Wilson and his mother were absent,
and soon after the ladies had gone to
bed, and felt the effects of the opiates
which they had taken, the former arri-
ved, and on perceiving Capt. C. he em-
braced him with indiscribable joy, which
however, was soon damped on learning
the particulars of what had in so shorta
space of time occurred ; the first impulse
produced by this in 'ormation, natural-
ly was to visit those, to him, so very
interesting, but on being told they
were asleep, and that there was every
reason to believe there was no real
danger to be apprehended in either of
their cases, he became composed, and

AUEe—— |

Poraes

SRR

PUp-R S

& e

“_,._,
OREeonr o - -



'-LM

Mras

ERESELPEE DY

ER Rt )

4_.,,.
| TR

118

grateful that it was not worse : he con-
versed with Capt. C. on the providenti-
al manner in which Le had.so oftenbeen
the means of saving this seeminzly de-
voted young lady. The subject was
dceply interesting to them both, and they
agreed that there was something very
inexplicable in it. A fit opporturity
now occurred for Capt. C. disclosing
to Mr. W. his sentiments which had hi-
therto only been avowed as those of
friendship. He accordingly informed
Mr. W. that having been discharged
from parole, the first use he had made
of his hiberty was to pay him and his
family a visit,and that he had but lately
arrived at Albany, on his way to King-
ston for that purpose, when he had so
unexpectedly fallen in ‘with Mrs. W,
and Matilda in the disagreeable situa-
tion in which he found them. He then
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frankly owned the honorable and ardent
, affection whxch he had long cherished
i for Matilda, but had never openly de-
: clared his sentiments on account of not
having his liberty, which he had now
i fortunatély obtained. He remarked,
that from the most singular manner in

which he had been made the instrument

of rescuing her, he was of opinion, nor

. _ could he relinquish the idea, though it

| S mloht be deemed a superstitious one,
thdt their fates were interwoven toge-
ther. Ofone thing, he said, he was
certain, that whatever advantages and
enjoyments the world might offer him,
without her he would find it to be only
a Larren waste. He farther remarked
that he had not made his passion known
to Ma:iida in 20 oper manuer, though
indeed, from emotions which he was
: unable to conceal, she might have in-
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ferred the true state of his heart, as he
conceived it was his duty to first make
his wishes and intentions known to her
parents, and should be have the happi-
ness to obtain their approbation, then let
his fate rest with the object of his affec-
tions entirely, for he abhorred the idea
of the least compulsion being used on
such occasions,

Capt. C. then observed, that he was
the only son and heir of a respectable
and worthy gentleman of Bedfordshire,
in England, who possessed a large
estate in that county, besides which, he
had counsiderable property in the funds;
that he very, lately received a letter from
his father, desiring him to return home
without loss of time, he being in bad
health ; but that even ﬁllax affe(.tmn and
duty could not induce him to return to
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England, until he had first asceriained
the issue of his attachment to Matilda.
Mr. W. listened to him with mixed
emotions of delight and regret, highly
pleased at the prospect of so honorable
and advantageous a settlement for his
adopted daughter, for whom he had
done so much, and on whose account he
had felt so much anxiety, but he was
too honest and honorable a man to suf-
fer her to be married, especially to a
man of Capt. C.’s grade in socigty,
without first disclosing to him her event-
ful history, for he still entertained a la-
teat hope that her parentage might yet
be discovered by some means or other ;
he however dreaded the effect which
such a disclosure might have on Capt.
C. After a pause (which was to Capt.
C. a moment of the most painful sus-
pense, for he clearly perceived that
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there was some impediment or other in
the way of the attainment of his wishes)
Mr. W.said that he trusted Capt. C.
would give him crecit when he assured
him that he was duly sensible of the honor
which he proposed conferring upon him
and his family, and that to see Matilda
united to him wouldafford to Mrs. W.
and himself the greatest pleasure, but he
lamented to say there wasa certain mys-
tery attached to that young lady, which
had been hitherto concealed, he felt it to
be his duty to mention before he parted
with her for life, though he feared the
disclosure of it might alter Capt. C’s
sentiments towards her. This avowal
astorished Capt. C. very much : what
could this mystery be ? The exalted
idea which he had formed of Matilda,
and which idea was fully warranted by
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what he had observed of her, forbade
the suspicion that it could have refer-
ence to any indiscretion on her part ; he
therefore, replied to Mr. W. that his
passion for Matilda was of the most ho-
norable and disinterested nature, and
that he could not conceive what mystery
there could be attached to her that
could make the least impression on his
mind, for, whatever it might be, he felt
assured that no fault of hers was cot-
nected with it. Mr. W, then narrated
to him, every circumstance connected
with Matilda’s history, the effect of which
upon the generous and magnanimous
Ciifford, was only to attach him, if pos-
sible, still more strongly to her. It af-
forded him much satisfaction now to
have it in his power to give her the
most decided proofs that his passion was
free from mercenary views. IHe assu-
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red Mr. W. that what he had disclosed
to bhim, had no tendency whatever to
lessen Matilda in his esteem, but rather
the contrary, for he thought he now felt
a still more lively interest in her fate
than ever ; and taking Mr. W. by the
hand, he in an extacy of gratitude, ex-
pressed in the most glowing colours, the
sense he entertained of Mr. and Mrs.
‘W’s conduct towards that unfortunate
young lady ; for theugh she had indeed
been singularly fortunate in falling into
the hands of persons of such rare worth,
yet in the first instance she had been
unfortunate, and it made him shudder
to think what her fate would have been,
had it not been for them ; for where are
the persons to be found in this callous
and unfeeling world, who, though they
might have made an effort to rescue an
infant from the fangs of theruthless sa-
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vage, would have subsequently acted to-
wards her as they had done. Capt C.
enquired whether Matilda was acquain-
ted with her own history, and on being
informed that she had not the least idea
of it, he said it would be better not to
undeceive her, at anyrate for the pre-
sent ; that the moment she was sufficient-
ly recovered, he could wish to have their
nuptials consimmated without delay,and
take her home with him ; for though, as
he had already said, he had nevermade
an openand direct avowal of his affec-
tion for her, yet he thought she could
not be ignorant of it, he was greatly de-
ceived if he did not hold an interest in
her heart. Mr. W. said that both him-
self and Mrs W. from what they had
noticed, were of the opinion that he
was the only man on earth who wasin
any way interesting to her in the light
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he mentioned, and he believed no other
person ever would be. Capt. C. said
that a handsome legacy had been left
him by his grandmother, which, joined
to his half pay, would be ample provi-
sion for him and Matilda, independent
of any one : and again repeated his de-
termination to marry her the moment
she was well; but on perceiving that
the prospect of so soon losing Matilda,
was painful to Mrs. W., Captain C.
changed the subject for the present.
Capt. C. having learned from the ser-
vant (who was in attendance upon Ma-
tilda,) thatshe was still enjoying a pro-
found sleep, as also Mrs. W. he was
about to retire for the night, to a hotel,
but Mr. W. would by no means per-
mit him to leave his mother’s house,
where a good room was provided for
him, and to which he now retired to
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meditate upon his beloved Matilda, and
the strange events connected with her.
Sometimes his fancy would represent
heras the only child of wealthy parents
whom the savage had deprived of their
greatest earthly enjoyment ; and at
other times the child of some unfortu-
nate pair, who may have sold her to
conceal their shame ; but whoever she
might be as to parentage, she had be-
come so interwoven with his existence,
asto be far dearer to him than all the
world besides ; for her mental endow-
ments and personal charms were such,
as he had never before seen combined
in the same individual ; and the singu-
lar part he had, by the unerring, though
inscrutable ways of providence, been
appointed to act towards her, rendered
her still more dear to him ; so that all
things considered, Captain C.’s love
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for Matilda, might be safely pro-
nounced to be of the most elevated
and refined description; and such as
bade fair to be productive of more than
an ordinary share of felicity. Previous
to retiring to his room he privately gave
the servant a pound note, and desired
her to let him know when Matilda
awakened, and to bring him a faithful
account how she was. After a consid-
able time, in mediation/on the past,
present and anticipations’of the future,
he fell asleep, in the enjoyment of which
we shall leave him, wishing him plea-
sant dreams.

Mr. W. on returning to his bed room,
found Mrs. W. just awakened from a
refreshing sleep, and tolerably free from
pain. He related to her all that had
passed between him and Captain C.
which afforded her the greatest satisfac-

12
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tion, and she took to herself no small
degree of credit for her sagacity and
penetration in having so long ago fore-
seen and predicted what had now come
to pass ; she said that dear as Matilda
was to her, and unwilling as she wasto
part with her, she now felt amply rc-
warded, by the brilliant prospects which
opened to Matilda’s view, for all the
anxiety and pain she had undergone
on her account. She had the highest
opinion of Capt. C. before this frank
avowal of his sentiments, but had, as
well as Mr. W. strong apprehensions
that when he was made acquainted
with Matilda’s history, it might effect a
change in them ; but now that she found
her fears-on that head to be unfounded,
she was in raptures with him, and’
considered him the only man living who
was worthy of her much admired
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adopted daughter. She however was
decidedly of opinion that it would be
highly improper tolet Matilda part from
them inignorance of her true history, for
Mrs W. still entertained the most san-
guine hopes that something or other
would occur, to elucidate the mystery
which had so long hung over her, in
which case she would assuredly blame
them ; and though she was aware that
the disclosure would be truly distress-
ing to Matilda, and to throw anew into
the greatest perturbation, her so often
harrassed feelings, yet she could not
consent to allow her ta leave them in
ignorance. Mr.W. could not avoid sub-
scribing to the correctness of his wife’s
1deas, and said that he had ever been
of the same opinion on that head, but
that Capt. C. had expressed a wish to
have her kept in ignorance, no doubt
from a desire to spare her feelings from
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the shock they must receive; but that
he would again talk to him on the sub-
ject, and did not doubt but on reflec-
tion he would coincide in their opinion.

The next morning Capt. C. was ear-
ly on the alert, and the moment he saw
the servant who waited on Matilda,
(whom he had enlisted into his service
by the pound note) he eagerly enquir-
ed after her ; and was informed that
she awoke about midnight, and that
the first words she made use of was to
enquire whether he had left the house,
and on being informed that he had
not, she was evidently, (notwithstand-
ing her attempts to conceal it,) much
delichted ; but that she had, since
she awoke, complained much of pain
in her shoulder. The Captain imme-
diately ordered the Doctor to be sent
for, who soon arrived, and on examin-
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ing the various symptoms by which
Matilda was affected, he pronounced
her to be in a high fever, and gave it as
his opinion that there was considera-
ble reason to fear that a mortification
had taken place, owing to assistance
not being procured in proper time.
This intelligence, it may readily be
believed, affected Captain Clifford in
the extreme. His affection for Matil-
da was of the most ardent nature, and
he possessed a highly sensitive mind.
Such was the effect produced upon
him by the danger with which his be-
loved was threatened, that he was de-
sirous of avoiding company, refused
sustenance, and appeared like one tir-
ed of existence. Mrs. W. had been
more fortunate, for her accident was
mending very rapidly, and her solici-
tude, (as well as the old lady and Mrs.
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W.’s) wasdivided between Matildaand
Capt C., for it was evident that should
it please the Almighty disposer of
events, to remove Matilda’s immortal
part to “ another and a better world,”
he would not survive her long.” Every
time the Doctor entered her room,
Capt. C. watched his coming out, and
was affected according to the informa-
tion which he received. On the sixth
day after the accident, the servant in-
formed Capt. C. in the morning, that
Matilda had been uncommonly weak
during the past night, and had often
repeated the name of Captain Clifford,
but that when interrogated as to her
wishes, she was silent; and that Mrs.
W., though still far from being well,
had sat up with her all night. This
wastoo much for poor Clifford to bear
~—he went to. his room without utter-
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ing one word, and was observed to shed
tears.

On the seventh eventful day, the
Doctor came out of Matilda’s room,
with a smile upon his countenance,
and said that the fever had left her,
and that there was now little doubt of
her recovery, theugh it must be ex-
pected tobe but slowly ; and that the
inflammation in hershoulder had greatly
sabsided. This welcome report was
immediately communicated to Captain
Clifford, who was at that moment in
ahsolute despair. This intelligence so
exhilirated his spirits, that he flew out
of his room, and taking the Doctor by
the hand, made him confirm the agree-
able news he had heard; which he
readily did, with a smile he could not
constrain, on perceiving the great
change wrought on the Captain in so

I3
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instantaneous a manner, for he really
appeared, (as indeed he almost was,)
like one beside himself for joy. On
perceiving that the Doctor took parti-
cular notice of the frame of mind he
was in, he endeavoured to excuse him-
self, by saying, that from his long inti-
macy with the family, he took a most
lively interest in every thing that con-
cerned it; and that he well knew that
on the life of his patient depended all
the earthly comforts of the parents, if
not their lives. The Doctor, however,
was no stranger to the true cause of
the Captain’s extreme solicitude, for
he hadheard Matilda repeat his name
frequently during the delirium occa-
sioned by the fever.

Five days afterwards, Matilda was
able to quit her room, with her arm in a
sling. To attempt a description of the
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pleasure experienced by both her and
the Captain, at the first meeting, (after
being to all appearance on the point of
a final separation during their mortal
existence,) would be fruitless. The
Captain was transported beyond mea-
sure, and being in the presence of none
but commnn friends, he was at no great
pains to disguise his feelings ; and
indeed a feeling of uncommon joy per-
vaded the whole family. As to Ma-
tilda’s tender and affectionate reputed
mother, she had, from the moment she
was able to enter her room, scarcely
ever quitted it, though still far from
being well.

During three weeks which Mr. W.
and family remained at Albany, after
Matilda had thus far recovered, Capt,
C. had many opportunities of enjoying
her company unrestrained, for there
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was now a cordial understanding be-
tween him and all the members of the
familg. As he became gradually
more familiar with her, he discov-
ered she possessed a fund of know-
ledge he had no idea of; and be-
came if possible more enamour-
ed. He freely declared his affection
for her, how long he had entertained it,
being since he first saw her in the In-
dian’s arms, that he had solicited the
approbation of her parents to thejr
union, and had obtained it; he men-
tioned his parentage, and prespects in
life, and concluded by saying that his
happiness or misery was entirely in her
hands. Matilda’s reply was such as
became her, and confirmed the Cap-
tain’s fondest hopes ; from that time
during their stay at Albany, many were
the happy interviews which this youth-
ful pair had together.
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Captain Clifford communicated to
Mr. and Mrs. W, the happy result of
his suit with Matilda, and requested
them to give their sanction to their
union in her presence. 'To this they
readily assented, but represented to
him the compulsion under which they
felt themselves to make her acquain-
ted with her history asfar as they knew.
The Captain said he had no objection,
but onthe contrary he thought on reflec-
tion it would be but right ; and that his
motive for propos}ng secresy was to save
her the perturbation of mind, which
such a discovery must unavoidably oc-
casion ; but that it would be their du-
ties to soothe her feelings as far as they
could. Itwas accordingly agreedupon
that Mr. W. should undertake the un-
pleasant task of disclosing to his repu-
ted daughter (now to be so no longer,
though no less dear to him) this long
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concealed secret. The next day, after
Matilda had arisen and taken some
breakfast, Mr W. called herintoa room,
and there recounted to her every cir-
cumstance connected with her coming
under his care. She listened with
composed attention until he had done,
and then raising her head, she gave a
wild and bewildered stare, and fainted
in the chair where she sat. Restora-
tives were resorted to ; after some time
animation was restored, but owing no
doubt to her having been but merely
in a convalescent state after her late
accident, this fresh shock had so over-
powered her feelingsthat she was quite
exhausted, and it was deemed pru-
dent to put her to bed, to obtain
repose : and her affectionate friend,
(now no longer mother) Mrs. W. attend-
ed her, in order to console her all
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she could. Matilda’s state of mind at
this time was wretched in the extreme.
She looked upon herself as an outcast in
the woild, and one that had been bornto
be a torment and burthen to herself and
others ; the gloomy presages which
her former perils had so often given
rise to in her mind, now seemed to be
realized. To be deprived of parents,
and without the consolation of know-
ing who her parents were, whether re-
spectable or infamous, she knew not,
was distressing in the extreme. Her
truly worthy friends Mr. and Mrs,
W. had ever performed towards her all
the duties of the best and tenderest of
parents, and she was well assured, that
‘while they had life they would most
gladly continue to do so; but still they
were not her parents, and she must
now look upon herself in the humilia-
ting light of a mere dependant ; and
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what pefhaps gave her the most lively
emotion and keenest pain of all the
train of reflections which this disclosure
had given rise to, was the certainty (for
such she deemed it) of now having no
chance of attaining the fondest object
of her heart, and which she conceived,
and reasonably too, she was so near at-
taining—that of being united to the
only man she had ever met with whom
she thought she could love. That he
should now deign to look upon her
in the light he had formerly done, she
thought impossible, and the idea of for-
ever bidding him adieu, was unmixed
misery.

While she whs revolving in her mind
this painful train of ideas, Mrs. W. in-
terrupted them, by asking her how she
felt. Matilda said she was extremely
weak in body, and almost distracted in
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mind. Mrs. W. assuming a particu-
larly serious air, said, “ My dear daugh-
ter, (for such I must claim the privilege
of ever esteeming you) I hope you are
ready to confess that ever since you at-
tained the years of reflection, you have
always had reason to look upon me and
Mr. Wilson as your friends, (now you
know us not to be your parents) and
if ever we have shewn ourselves wor-
thy of that name, rest assured that
we are not less worthy of it at this mo-
ment ; and as such I conjure you to
confide in me, and let me know your
undisguised sentiments, in regard to
Capt. Clifford—can you love him with
that affection which you ought to pos-
sess in order to warrant your becoming
his wife »” After some hesitation,
Matilda said, it could now be of little
moment what her sentiments in that
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respect were, as beyond all question he
would think no more of her, after being
made acquainted with her unhappy his-
tory ; and that it was impossible to
conceal it, as she neverwould consent to
deceive him. Mrs. W. begged of her
to be perfectly at ease in regard to
Capt. Clifford’s constancy, for he was
acquainted with her history some days
ago, and that he protested in the most
solemn manner that, if ‘possible, you
were now more dear to him than ever ;
since, should he be so fortunate as to
possess your entire affections, you must
be convinced that he was not actuat-
ed by mercenary views in soliciting
them. Matilda could scarcely be-
lieve what she heard, and burst-
ing into a flood of tears, she candidly
confessed to Mrs. W. the state of her
heart rogarding Captain Clifford. Mra.
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W. continued with her for some time
longer, using every argument and per-
suasive she could think of in order to
soothe her agitated mind on the subject
of her parents, and strongly encouraged
her to hope she would yet obtain some
information concerning them. Shenow
became much more composed, and beg-
ged of Mrs. W. to go to her bed and
not fatigue herself farther, for she
should soon be disposed to sleep ; that
though she had received a most severe
and unexpected shock, yet it would be
particularly ungrateful in her to repine,
who had such singular marks of divine
protection shewn her, and who possess-
ed such friends as she did. Mrs. W,
much delighted to find Matilda restor-
ed to composure and rational reflection,
bade her good night, and retired. On -
her joining Mr. W. and the Captain, -
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she found them, particularly the lat-
ter,in the utmost impatience to know
all, and every thing about Matilda. Mrs.
W. assured them that she had left her
much better, and disposed to sleep ; at
the same time she gave Capt. C. a gen-
tle hint that he was the Doctor who best
prescribed for Matilda’s case. This ad-
ded to his impatience to see her, inor-
der that he might assure her of the un-
changeableness of his affections, Mr.
W. blamed himself much for not having
postponed this discovery until Matilda
had acquired greater strength, but it
was done unthinkingly, and from the
best of motives ; there was now, how-
ever, good reason to hope that no evil
consequences would result from it.
Early next morning Mrs. Wilson vi-
sited Matilda, and found her continuing
to recover slowly—acquiring strengthby

Civiee o
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degrees, and also becoming more serene
in mind, but nothing like cheerfulness
was yet perceptible. Mrs. W, urged
her to rise and take some breakfast,
telling her thatthe Captain was burning
with impatience to see her. She, how-
ever, begged to be allowed some time
longer to repose and recruit her spirits
before she could think of seeing any
excepting Mrs. W, and requested that
her compliments might be given to Mr.
W. and the Captain, and hoped they
would not take it amiss if she took a lit-
tle more time to recover her strength
and spirits ; she solicited a few drops of
laudanum to assist her to sleep, which
Mrs. W. gave, and she soon fell into a
slumber, '

At breakfast, Mrs. W. informed the
Capt. and Mr. W, of the state in which
she found Matilda, thatshe appeared very
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desirous of farther repose, and had ta-
ken an opiate for that purpose. Though
they were both under much anxiety to
see her, yet they were pleased to hear
of her disposition to sleep, as from that
recruiter of the exhausted frame they
hoped for her company again soon.
The day was spent by Mr. W. and
Capt. Clifford in rather unsuccessful
attempts to amuse themselves.—They
conversed, they read and walked, but a
visible degree of uneasiness pervaded
all they did and said ; many and anxi-
ous were the enquiries after Matilda,
who continued to slumber until past
noon, when she awoke, and conversed
with Mrs. W, and also Mr, Wilson’s
mother, who had been so affected by
these distressing and strange events,
that to use her own words, she scarcely
knew what she was doing. She said
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she looked upon the storm as gone by,
and hoped for fair weather ; and told
Matilda not to brood over the “past but
to look forward to the happy prospects
which lay before her ; and by her jocu-
lar remarks she more than once extorted
a smile from the fair maid.

During the night Matilda rested well,
and next morning was much recovered
in_point of strength, and composed in
mind, She arose pretty early, and join-
ed the family at the breakfast table.—
The first use she made of speech, was
an attempt to express to Mr. W. the
sense she entertained of his more than fa-
therly conduct towards her. He inter-
rupted her, by begging she would ne-
ver feelherself under any obligation to
him, for he had only done what he con-
ceived to be his duty, circumstanced as
he was, not having children of his own,
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and possessing the means to succour the
unfortunate. He said, had he done
otherwise, he would have thought him-
self unworthy of the blessings he pos-
sessed, and still more so of the name of
a christian, for the rich are only stew=
ards, and ought to view themselves as
such, and act accordingly ; then, aseu-
ming a more than vsual serious air and
tone of voice, he added, therefore, my
dear Matilda, whatever grateful senti-
“ ments you may feel, and I am well as-
sured that such you do feel, for any be-
nefits you may have experienced from
me and Mrs. W. let them be solely di-
rected towards that unerring and graci-
ous Being, who has so miraculously pro-
tected you at moments when relief see-
med impossible ; and who furnished me
with the means and disposition to ren-
der you the services I have done. Ibe-
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Keve Matilda, you are aware that on no
occasion am I in the practice of dealing
in bigh sounding but empty compli-
ments, and never did I feel less dispo-
sed to do so, than at this interesting mo-
ment ; therefore I again repcat, that
what we have done for you, we felt to
be our duty, and we delight in it.
Singular indeed has the hand of Provi-
dence been extended in your favour,and
it behoves you in a special manner to
devote your li the service of that
God who has
you out as the object’ofhis care. You
are aware, I believe, of the sentiments
with which this worthy gentlemen,
Captain Clifford, regards you; and I
trust he will not suspect me of an in-
tention to flatter, when I say, that he
is the only man in all the circle of my

acquaintance, to whom I could, with-
K .
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out the least reluctance, wish to see you
united ; besides, an over-ruling power
seems to have destined you for each
other.—In thus speaking my own sen-
timents, T know I speak those of Mrs.
Wi lson also. Our approbation has been
by you both solicited ; you have it in as
cordial and unqualified a manner as you
could possibly wish, and may God bless
and make you happy in his service : for
remember it is there and there alone
thathappiness is tobe found.”

Both the Captain and Matilda were
not a little affected at this serious dis-
course.—The latter covered her face
with her handkerchief, and remained in
silance, but absorbed in eloquent tears.
In order togive a more lively turn to
the scene, Mrs. W. senior, with much
adroitness, introduced as a topic of con-
versation, some of the most interesting
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occurren ces in the neighbourhood, and

the breakfast went on, and satisfaction

sat on every countenance, save that of

Matilda ; who, though she was far from

exhibiting signs of discontent, was deep--
1y involved in thought.

Breakfast being over, every one quit-
ted the room as if by a simultaneous
impuls'e, except the Captain and Matil~
da. He renewed his protestations of

"the most ardent and unalterable affec-

tion, and said she wronged him much,
if, for one moment, she conceived him
capable of being in the least altered in
his sentiments towards her, in conse-
quence of the singular events comprised
in her history, none of which were in
her power to prevent: he declared that
he should be unworthy of her, were he
possessed of so mean and selfish a dis-

K2
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position ; and that it should be the chief
business and delight of his future life to
soothe her sorrows, and make her forget
her past misfortunes ; that as she had
been pleased to designate him her deli-
verer, he hoped soon to lay claim to the
more endearing terms of guardian and
protector. Matilda said that such ele-
vated and noble sentiments could only
spring from and have birth in a mind
highly cultivated ; but she begged of
him to reflect that she was poor, and
had not a shilling in the world.

At this instant Mr. W. entered the
room for a book which he wanted. He
apologized for the intrusion of which he
had been guilty. The Captain begged
he would not think so, for he observed
that he had arrived at a moment he very
much wished to see him, and desired
be would be seated. The Captain then,

WU >
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ina good-humored strain, told him that
he had been laying close seige to Ma-
tilda, who had as yet held cut against
all his artillery, and he feared that un-
less he received reinforcements he
should be compelled to abandon the en-
terprise, however reluctantly. At this
military sally, Mr. W. laughed hearti-
ly, and said, that owing to his total ig-
norance of military tactics, he could not
assist him in the way of a seige, but
that if he thought any thing could be
doue by regociation, he could perhaps
be of some service, were it only to carry
dispatches. Mr. W. said, that laying
jesting aside, there was a circumstance
of some moment, which, owing to the
agitation he had been in of late, he had
neglected to mention, which was, that
it had ever been his intention to treag
Matilda as his own childin point of for
K 3
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tune, and whieh he was ready and wilk
ing to do. 'Fhe Captain returned him
his sincere thanks, both for himself and
Matilda, butsaid he wished for her and
her alone, and in order to prove that his
assertions were sincere, he must poirt-
edly refuse to receive one farthing with
her ; especially as his income was more-
than sufficient for all their wants. Mr.
W. however was determined on having
his intention carried into effect, and said
he should take it very unkind of the
Captain if he objected toit ; and that if
he was absolutely refused, he would
even, however reluctantly, withdraw the
sanction he had given to their union ;—
that he had the money in readiness, and
could spare it without retrenching in
the least on his own comforts, or ircen=
venience to his business, it being in the
hands of his brother, from whom he had
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just received a letter desiring him to
come or send for it whenever he pleas-
ed. This threat was sufficient to silence
all the Captain’s oprosition batteries,
and he said, ““ Heaven forbid, Mr. W,,
that that should be the case; do as you
please : ¥ only wish it to be understood
that I do not desire any such thing. I
however trust, my worthy friend, that I
am sensible of this additional proof of
your goodness, and F will take upon me
to say that my beloved Matilda is like-
wise so.”

All difficulties being removed, or ra-
ther this single po'Qlt being acceded to
on the part of the Captain, for it consti-
tuted the only obstacle to be surmount-
ed, the following Monday (this being
‘Wednesday) was nominated as the hap-
py day.

Matilda’s history had not been made
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known to Mr. Wilson’s mother, nor did
he think it prudent to do so. The old
lady was very rich, and had evinced the
most fond partiality for Matilda, and
also for Captain Clifford, whose gallant
exertions in Mat lda’s behalf, had rais-
ed him high in her esteem, of which

* Mr. W. was well assured, and which

induced himto keep his mother in the
firm belief that Matilda was her grand-
child, in the hope that she might find a
place in the old lady’s will, and with the
same paternal views he solicited her ap-
probation of the match, which was rea-
dily granted, together, with an assur-
ance that at her death, a clause weould
be found in her will, nothing to their

(the Captain and Matilda’s,) disadvan- _

tage.
Monday arrived, and all necessary pre-
parations having been made, the mar-

e —_—
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riage was consummated, to the entire
satisfaction of all concerned ; immedi-
ately after which Mr. W. presented his
fair ward with one thousand pounds, as
her marriage portion. The beautiful
and accomplished Matilda, appeared
peculiarly interesting on this occasion ;
a calm, placid and unruffled satisfaction
was conspicuous in her expressive coun-
tenance, equally distant from hypocri-
tical coyness and unbecoming joy.
Happiness now seemed to be within
her reach, and she fondly hoped that
dame fortune had at last become tired
of persecuting her, and was at length
disposed to make atonement for her
past severities.

About a fortnight after the marriage,
as Mr. Wilson was sitting one evening
ata window in his mother’s parlour, he
saw two Indians pass on the street,
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the features of one of whom he was
certain were familiar to him; and
though he could scarcely account for
the curiosity which urged him forward,
he could not refrain from following
them ; and on his coming up he was
most agreeably surprised to discover in
one the identical person who had, about
fifteen years before, sold Matilda to
him. The Indian likewise récollected
Mr. W. appeared to be much alarmed,
and seemed anxious to get away, but
Mr. W. assured him he had nothing to
fear,and that he only wanted some in-
formation respecting the child he sold
him, With some difficulty the Indian
was prevailed upon to accompany Mr.
W. to his mother’s house, and on per-
ceiving Captain Clifford in regimentals,
he became again much agitated ; but
on being re-assured that no harm was
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intended, providing he would give a
- faithful account of all he knew about
the child, he recovered himself, and
said he would tell them the truth,
without any deception whatever.
His relation was as follows : That one
evening, in the month of June, fifteen
yearsago, as he and his Squaw were
paddling their canoe along the bank of
the (Cashe Scopea) great river Saint
Lawrence, in Lower Canada, he found
the child playing at the mouth of a
small river that emptied itself into the
great one, with a (misina higgon) book
in her hand, full of pictures ; and that
she was so intently occupied with the
pictures, that he had her in his arms
before she observed his approach. He
put his hand upon her mouth to prevent
her cries from being heard by the per-
sons in the house, which was some dis-
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tance from the river. At this part of
the Indian’s narrative, the tears came in

Captain Clifford’s eyes, but he com-
- manded his feelings and said nothing.
The Indian proceeded to state, that the
bank of the river being a considerable
height in the vicinity of where the
house was situated, he easily concealed
his canoe from the view of the inmates,
by keeping close in shore until he had
paddled some way on the river, and
doubled a point, which entirely inter-
cepted the view from the house, and
prevented all possibility of being seen
from that direction, he then crossed to
the opposite side. He said he had
never been in Lower Canada before
or since, and could therefore give no
account of the place where he found
the child, though he would know it
again -if he was to pass that way.
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He observed that the house appeared
to be & very fine one, and farther stated
that in order to prevent detection, du-
ring the time he had the child, he never
went near the shore where there were
people in view, and that whenever he .
did land he took care that it was in a
solitary place, and generally made his
Squaw remain in the canoe with the
children ; but when they went to Mr.
Wilson’s house, they were on the point
of starvation, not having had any food
for three days, as he could find nothing
to kill; and that had they not landed .
he believed they would have had to eat
one of the children. As he pronounced
these words, Capt. C. started from his
seat violently agitated, which alarm-
ed the Indian so much that he also
rose, and was so much frightened,
that it was some time before Mr. W, -

L
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could prevail on him to.resume his nar-
rative ; which he at last did, and far-
ther stated ; that afterwards he was
induced to join the Americans against
the English, and was now on his re-
turn from New York, where he had
been receiving his presents for the ser-
vices he had rendered. Mr. W. next
asked him what had become of the book
which he found in the child’s posses-
sion, to which he replied, that he had
always kept it about his person ever
since, as he believed it to be sacred,

and had been his guardian in many
dangers ; on so saying he took it from.
an inside pocket of his coat, carefully
rolled up in birch rhind, and presented
it to Mr. W. At the first sight of
which Captam Clifford rose from his
seat, again under the greatest ;m-
patience to see its  coptents, in the hope

9



b

that it might throw some light on the
mystery which he was so anxious to
penetrate into. On opening the book,
they found written on the first page,
« Matilda Milford, born in Lower Ca-
nada, on the 22nd May, 1764.” They °
examined every page of it with care,
but could find no mere writing. It
consisted of pictures of animals, &c.,
neatly executed, for the amusement of
children. They next inquired whether
the Indian would accompany them to
Canada, on being well paid, but this he
resolutely refused to do, declaring he
would suffer any thing rather than do
so; and as he was under the protec-
tion of the American government, they
of course could use. no coercive
measures with him ; they were there-
fore obliged to let him depart, and
L2 o
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were nota little thankful for the ihfor-
mation which they had ebtaimed. -

Mr. W. and Capt. Clifford agreed to’
have the book lying on the table whea-
the ladies should return (they wer¢ out’
walking during the time the Mndiamn:
had been in the house) to see whetlior
Mrs. Clifford, (for so we must for the’
future term her) would havécany recob-
lection of it, or rather o seeing Wer
name, what effect it wounld: have, for it
was hardly to be supposed she could
have any recollection of it. It was: ae-
ocordingly placed on the table with some -
of the engravings exposed to view, and-
when the ladies returved, Mis. Clifford
threw her eye on the béok, and! taking
it up, she said, “ Oh what a’ fine littfe-
book,” and instantly beganturning over
the leaves ¥ when she'cemeto the:pare
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o0 which' her -name was written, she
Hooked with astonishment, and turned
pale. Captain -Clifford on perceiving
this, immediately related to her the
“whole of the Indian’s narrative, whieh
-affected her considerably ; but she ex-
pressed mnch satisfaction at the recov-
€ty of the book, and said she would
[ver egteem it e a treasure, She also.
#pspleased that the Indjan was gone
:[befave shereturned, asshe said the sight
-of him wounld have been truly painful
“to her. -

- -1t was now high time for Mr. and
Mrs. W. to returnto their establish~
Jment at Kingston, and Captain C. and
his lady proposed accompanying them,
Jartly from the desire they had to enjoy
Aheir gociety as long as possible ; and
paxtly with:the view, and in the hope of
@btaining some farther information in
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Canada respecting Mrs. C.s parents;
now that ‘they had their name. This
proposition was very agreeable to Mr.
and Mrs. W. and preparations were
made for their journey, the whole
party anticipating much pleasure from
it; when their happy anticipations
were of a sudden frustrated by a letter
which Capt. C. received from his bro-
ther-in-law (who was married to his
only sister) announcing the death of his
father, and urging: his immediate re-
turn to England to take possession of
his large and valuable estate, the af-
fairs of which much required his - pre-
sence ; several of the leases having ex-
pired, and no person on the spot pos-
sessing authority to renew them; or
in other respects to superintend the te-
nantry, so that confusion and disorder
were - beginning to appear. Though
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this intélligedce put Captain C. in"pdi-
session of a fortune which'might be #l-
most termed princely, (he being heit to
a large sum of money in the funds over
and above the estate,) yet these advan-
tages were lost sight of by him in the
unfeigned grief he felt at the loss 'of
the best of parents: in which sorrow
his beloved partner sinceely shared,
as also did his friends Mr. and Mrs.
W.; for so strong were the ties of
friendship in this little circle, that what-
ever gave pain to any one of them, af-
fected the whole. This news from
England gave quite another turn to
Captain  Clifford’s  determinations,
which were now to proceed to England
without delay ; and a gentleman (an
acquaintance of old Mrs. Wilson’s) hap-
pening at this moment to arrive from
New York, informed him that theére was
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-88.English vessel lying there, -which
. 'Would sail for- Liverpool in a week or
. ten days, he resolved on setting ant for
New York immediately. The prepa-
-rations which he had to make were but
few .and sgon accomplished, and taking
- @ most affectionate leave of Mrs. W.
- 8enior, they con menced their journey
to New York, accompanjed by Mr. and
Mrs. W. whose regard for the Captain
- pnd their daughter, (as they still eon-
. sidered Mrs. C.) would not allow them
-to part until they saw them on board
the vessel which was to convey them ta
England. ~
They arrived at New York all well.
On their way, and in that city itself,
. they observed many proofs of the deso-
_ lating effects of war, which to the re-
, flecting and feeling mind -are truly pain-
ful to behold. To see-the fairest and
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finmst produrtions of nature and art; all
blended in ene’common rain by “ wild
avar’s deadly blast,” is a melancholy
-proof of the evil passions to which hu-

man nature is heir.
Captain Clifford on going en beard
.the vessel to engage his passage, was
mest agreeably surprised to find an in-~
-fimate acquaintance of his and his lady
‘on board for the like purpose. He in-
«wited-them to partake of his lodging un-
1il] the vessel was ready to sail, which
~they accepted ; and accordingly went
.en'shore with him: He introduced them
to Mrs. Clifferd, as also to Mr. and
Mrs. W. as his particular friends.
This gentleman’s name was Wilmoth.
-Mrs.- Wilmoth was an agreeable, and
bandsome young weman, possessing
" -an uneommen share of - vivacity -and
-sprightliness of temper. Aftera short

' L3
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acquaintance with Mrs. Clifford, they
became much attached, and each con-
gratulated herself en having such a
companion for the voyage. One day
after dinner, the whole party were en-
joying an agreeable conversation, and
Mrs. Wilmoth was playing off her amu-
sing wit with much sprighliness, she
said to Capt. Clifford, that he was about
to transplant the fairest flower in all
North America to English soil, where
she hoped it would take root and flou-
rish. Mrs. Clifford felt the point of
the compliment, and replied that what-
ever merits that exotic might possess,
she already knew of an indegenous
flower which would eclipse it. \
After about a week spent in the most
pleasant manner at their lodgings on
shore, they received a communication.
from the Captain of the vessel, saying -
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that he was ready to drop down to
Sandy Hook to wait for a fair
wind, and desiring them to repair on
board. 'The painful hour so often
dreaded by both Mrs. Wilson and
Matilda had arrived. They must now
part, and perhaps for ever. 'Their
partmg was really affecting to behold.
ey clung to each other, neither of
them being able to utter a word ; at
last Mrs.Wilmoth dragged Mrs. Cllﬂ'ord
away, and hurried her on board ; and_
Captain Clifford also expenenced the
keenest poignancy of feeling at parting
from  his much-valued friends. Mr.
and Mrs. W. who were also affected in
the highest degree, immediately left
New York with heavy hearts, and pro-
ceeded on their way to Albany ; car-
rying with them however the i inexpres-
sible consolation arising from a con-
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" sciousness of having done their duties,

and had the assurance of Captain and
Mrs. Clifford visiting them next sum-
mer, providing nothing occurred to
prevent it ; at all events, if they lived,
they were sure to have letters from
them. These reflections afforded them
consolation. They remained a few
days with Mr. W.’s mother at Albany,
and then proceeded on their way to
Kingston, where they arrived safe.

Mr. W. had the satisfaction of find-
ing that his clerk had conducted the
business in his absence with strict pro-
priety ; and hefarther had the pleasure
of finding his brother there waiting his
arrival, and that Le had brought with
him the full amount of what he owed
him, according to their bargain. We
must now return to Captain Clifford,
and his fellow travellers.
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On the 24th September 1783 they
weighed anchor, and with a gentle
breeze from north-west, proceeded to
sea, and were soon out of sight of land.
This was a new scene to Mrs. Ciifford,

cand onc which interested her much.
She viewed the American continent
with intensity, as it gradually sunk be-
low the horison ; the awful expanse of
ever rolling water around her, filled her
mind with admiration and awe ; and
naturally led her to reflect, in a more
than usually forcible manner, upon the
incomprehensible attributes of ¢ the
" glorious architectdivine.” Thegentle
breeze with which they commenced
their voyage, soon became what sea-
men term a “ stiff gale,” whiclifso in-
increased the rolling and pitching of
the ship, as made poor Mrs. C. soon
feel that most disheartening and disa-
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greeable nausea, sea sickness, to the
no small amusement of her companion,.
Mrs Wilmoth ; who, having crossed
the Atlantic several times, was proof
against it; and though she was most
sincerely attached to Mrs. C. yet sea
sickness, like the toothach, never meets
with commisseration: therefore, she
fired many a witty shot at Mrs. C.
This squeamishness, however, soon
wore off, and Mrs. C. enjoyed the pas-
sage well, though rather a rough one,
they having encountered much bad
weatherand contrary winds, which pro-.
tracted the passage to forty days. On
arriving at Liverpool, Captain Clifford
hired lodgings on shore for a few days,
in orderto give Mrs. C. an opportunity
of recovering from the effects of the
voyage, tor though she suffered less
than was expected, yet a sea voyage
to one unaccustomed to it, invari-
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ably leaves certain sensations of fa-
tigue behind. Mrs. Wilmoth was also
anxious to enjoy herfriend’s society as
long and as much as possible, therefore
took lodgings in the same house.
These ladies had become much at-
tached to each other during the short
time they had becn acquainted, and
their parting was painful to them both ;
but part they must, for Mr. Wilmoth’s
residence was in Norfolkshire, and
Capt. Clifford’s in Bedfordshire ; how-
ever they parted with mutual promises
of corresponding by letters, and visits
the moment they had their affairs so
‘arranged as to admit of leaving home ;
the party who was first so situated was
to pay a visit first. With this under-
standing they proceeded on their re-
spective routes. Captain Clifford, be-
fore leaving Liverpool, wrote to Mr.
Wilson, giving intimation of his and
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Mrs.C’s safe arrival there, together
with their friends Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
moth ; and promising a more full and
detailed account of every thing rela-
ting to himself and Matilda, when he
got settled on his estate.

Three days after leaving Liverpool,
Capt C. arrived at his family mansion
in Bedfordshire. The first person he
met on approaching his house was his
nurse, who was now in the capacity of
housekeeper. She knew him immedi-
ately, and gave the most unequivocal
demonstrations of joy at his safe return
to assume the possession and direction
of his splendid patrimony. The Cap-
tain introduced Matilda to her as Mrs.
Ciifford. The nurse approached her
with much respect, and after regarding
her with some attention, she turned to
the Captain, and said, that she had often
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heard it asserted that English ladies
were the fairest in the world, but she
now saw that other covnrties could pro-
duce equally as fine ladies as England
could do—a remark which pleased both
the Captain and his lady. They now
entered the dining room, the splendour
of which amazed the humble Matilda
greatly. Never had she before seen
any thing like it, and theugh she had
been led to expect a handsome resi-
dence, yet she had no idea of such gran-
deur as she had already seen in the
small portion of the house which had
come under her notice. They had not
been mauy minutes in the dining room,
when the housekeeper entered, and in-
formed the Captain, that all the ser-
vauts were assembled, and were very
desirous of paying their respects to him
and bis lady, which well-timed mark of
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respect and attention on the part of the (
domestics pleased them both much, and

he desired them to he shewn in. They
entered in a bedy, ani were received
by the Captain with the greatest affabi-
lity ; he thanked them for this maik of
respect, and said, that though he was a
stranger to most of them, he hoped that
they soon would be better acquainted ;
and added, that if he found them de-
serving, they should find that though
they had lost a friend by the death of
his late worthy father, they had found
another in his son. He introduced Mrs.
C. to them as their mistress, and order-
ed them abundange of every thing requi-
site to enable them to spend the remam-
der of the day in festivity. The house-
keeper was busily engaged in preparing
tea for the Captain and his lady, during
which time he conducted her through,
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the ptincipal parts of the house, all of
which excited her admiration, but espe-
cially the drawing room, the furiiture
of which she said as far surpa<ced :he
flimsy trinkets of Ameciican furniiure
as solid silver did plated ware.

On sitting down to tea, a heavy sigh
escaped Mrs Chfford, which the Cap-
tain observing, enquired sffectionately
into the cause of it ; which she fraukly
owned to arise fr_om reflecting upon the
splendour she had seen, that it made her
feel her own obscurity and insignifi-
cance, and (for she said she would not
even conceala thovght from him) made
her fear that he mln'ht one day or other
censure himself, an(l consequently look
down on her for the great saciifice he
had made, in preferring her to one who
moved in the same rank of society with
bimself, which he ivas in every respect
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so well entitled to. With considerable
emotion, he entreated her to for ever
banish such (as he thought) ungenerous
ideas from her mind, assuring her in the
most pointed and expressive language,
that she did him great injustice in sup-
posing he was capable of ever harbour-
ing such ideas; and begged she would
look upon herselfin a true light, as the
object of his choice, and as having been
¢ culled from the glittering throng.”
After tea, though they were both not
altogether free from fatigue on account
of their journey, they renewed their in«
spection in and about the premises, (as
a lawyer would say) being both promp-
ted by strong motives—the Captain from

a desire to ascertain the condition which -

every part of his property might be in,
and Mrs. C. froma wish to see every
thing, because every thing was new and
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highly interesting to her. After a tho-
rough examination of the house, they
proceeded to the gardens, where they
continued their peregrinations while
daylight served them.

They retired to rest at an early hour,
being now well disposed for it; with
both their minds occupied by medita-
tion. The Captain reflecting upon his
happy lot in having escaped so many
dangers, and being now in possession
of every earthly enjoyment his heart
could wish for; and Mrs. C. equally oc-
cupied in reflecting upon the singula-
rity of her fortune. Both were actuated
by the most sincere attachment for each
other, and the most unfeigned gratitude
towards the All-wise Disposer of Events
for the remarkable blessings bestowed
upon them ; but they were both alive
to the responsibility under which these
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marks of Divine favour placed them ;
and after an earnest sapplication for
wisdom aud prudence to cenduct them-
selves on every occasion in such a way
as should be acceptable to the author of
the bencfits which they enjoyed, they
sunk into repose.

Next morning, after breakfast, Capt.
Clifford sent a servant with a note to his
steward, desiring to see him immediate-
ly. This was the first intimation which
the steward had of his new master’s
arrival, andwhich he learned with much
pleasure, thereby furnishing a proof of
a faithful servant. He was indeed a
most upright and worthy man, had been
long in the employment of Captain
Clifford’s father, and possessed the es.
teem of all who knew him. He punce
tually waited upon the Captain, who
was anxious to see him respec;ing some
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affairs of ‘the servants; and after some
time spent in conversation, the Captain
dismissed him, saying, that he would not
sit down to the transaction of any busi-
ness {or a few days to come, as he wish-
ed first to visit his sister and brother-in=
law ; and that when he again had occa-
sion for his attendance, he would let
him know.

Capt. Clifford next conducted his
lady to the Church of the parish, where
the remains of his lamented parents
were deposited. His mother had paid
the debt of nature before he left Eng-
land for America, but his father’s tomb
he had not yet seen. At the sight of
these sacred spots, both him and Matil-
da were greatly affected,

On retarning home, the Captain or-
dered his coach, and with his lady set
off for his sister’s, which was about six
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nftfes distant fromr hig otrat abbde. They
arrived there unknowr to any oite as
they passed along the read, for his re-
turrr was not yet published beyond his
own domestics, nor had his sister and
brother in-law -any Kknowledge of it
Hé¢ desired his eoachman to put titerm
down behind the: house, as he wishéd'to
take his relations by surprise, but kis
sister being at 4 window obsefved him
leave the carriage, and immediately- re-
cognized him, consequently before Hé
could reach the house,” met -him by the
way, and embraceéd him with truly sis-
ter-hike affection. Mr: Dalton, his bro-
ther in law, had also mow foined theém,
and gave the Captain a cordial welcomeé
to his native land. All this time, Mrs.
C. stood by a silent spectator of the in-
teresting scene before her, and which
gave her a very favourable ided “of ‘the
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new rclatives with whom she was about:
to become acquainted. The-€Captain:
now introduced his lady to his brother
and sister, the latter of whom reproach-
ed him with having been too tardy in
so doing, which had been the cause
of her being so long unnoticed by
them, and for which she apologized to
Mrs. C. who observed that no apology-
was necessary, for she had been highly
gratified in ebserving the happy meet-
ing of such worthy friends. The Cap-
tain good-humouredly remarked on the
accasion, that the flowers of North
America, were so much accustomed to
sudden frosts, that they were not so apt
to be affected by a cool breeze as those
of England.

They were conducted to Mrs. Dal-
ton’s dining room, every thing in which
indicated cheerfulness and plenty. I
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was now dinner time, and dinner was’
accordingly brought forward. After
which. the whole party took a walk in
the garden, the weather heing fine,
though late in the scason, and the prin-
cipal beauties of vegetation gone, was
still very agreeable; and there they
amused themselves until tea was an-
nounced.

During tea, Captain Clifford inquired
of his brother-in-law the character of
the different gentlemen in the neigh-
bourhood, many of whom were stran-
gers to him. This was a prudent and
highly necessary precaution, which is
but too little attended to by most peo-
ple ; for what is more com'rion than to
see precipitate and ill-assorted intima-
cies formed, which last but for a mo-
ment, and then terminate in lasting ani-
wosities and heart-burnings.
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Mr. Dalton gave him a minute fe-
count of them, as far as he knew, and
as report said, gouching their circum-
stances, their characters for mora's,
their acquirements as regairded infor-
mation, anhdtheir modes of living ; spe-
cifying such as he would recommend
him to form acquaintance with, and such
as he ought to avoid. He said there
was one gentleman, who lived at the
distance of about twelve miles from the
Captain’s house, of a rather singular
character, with whose society he was
persuaded the Captain would be well
pleased with, providing he could ob-
tain his confidence and friendship ; but
that he lived a very secluded kind of
life, seldom seeing any one, unless on
business ; that he had been only once
in his company, on the occasion of an
election, and that from what he then

M2



T84

‘saw of him, he was persuaded he was
& gentleman of high mental attainx
ments, and of a most amiable disposi-
tion, which was indeed his general cha-
racter. He was a Sir William Mil-
ford, (at the mention of this name,
Mrs. C. was visibly agitated, bat it was
observed by the Captain only), who had
recently purchased a large estate on
which he resided, and was reputed as
being very rich. Hisbeneficence to all
i distress who came under his notice,,
was such as none but a man of great
fortune could afford. He had been
married, but was now a widower, and
had a female relative for his house-
keeper. It was generally believed that
some family bereavement was the cause.
of the retired manner in which he
lived ; but however that might be, Mr.
Palton said, he evidently was qualified
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to occupy a place in the first circles of
society. This account of this singular,
but at the same time most amiable
character, raised in Captain Clifford
and his lady a strong desire to be ac-
quainted with him ;. for they both felt
as if they were somehow interested in
the affair. The circumstance of the
name was sufficient to excite this de-
sire ; they were naturally ready to lay
bold of every circumstance which held
out the least prospect of leading to
farther knowledge of Mrs. C.’s paren-
tage, and who knew but this gentle-
man might be a membgr of the family.
Capt. C. accordingly proposed to Mr.
Dalton to accompany him to Sir Wil-
liamn’s and introduce him, as soon as :
he, (Capt. C ) had arranged some busi-
ness of moment with his steward, and

some of his servants.
M3
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- Mr. and Mrs. Dalton would net
ellow the Captain and his lady- to quit
them that night ; nor were they very
desirous of doing it, though the Cap-
tain’s presence at home was much
wanted. 'The evening was spent in
the most agreeable conversation on
various topics, until a late hour, when
they all retired to rest. Captain €.
and his lady were no soener alowe, -
then he mentioned to her the intense
impatience he was under to be aequain-
ted with Sir William, for he said he
felt a strong foreboding that from him
some information would be derived re-
specting her parents; to which Mrs.
C. observed, that so long a time had
now elapsed without any satisfactory
light having been thrown on the mys-
tery, that she bad but very little hopes
of their ever being discovered ; though
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she could not help feeling a strong
wish to avail herself of every event
which held forth bit even a possibility
of leading to a discovery she so anxi-
ously desired ; and she was therefore
also very desirous to be acquainted
with her namesake.

The next morning the Captain and

«.his lady appeared at the breakfast ta-

ble in excellent health and spirits.
Captain C. requested his brother-in-law
and his sister to accompany him to his
mansion, and there spend some time ;
patticularly as Mr. Dalton could be of
material assistance to him in the renew-
al of leases, &c., as he knew the cha-
racter and circumstances of the tenants
much better than he could possibly do.
This request wasreadily agreed to, on
the condition that the Captain and his
lady should remain two days longer at
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M;:. Dalton's, which ‘they were necessi-
tated te do, for opposition w@ in vain.
These two days passed in the most
agreeable manner, without any occur-
rence worthy of notice.

On the third day, after breakfast, they
all took their departure in Captain € ’s
coach ; and on their arrival at his
mansion, they found a number of the
gentlemen of the neighbourhood in at-
tendance, having been informed of his
returnto England and having also been
informed by the factor (to whom Capt.
C. had written from Mr. Dalton’s) of
the day on which he proposed return-
ing from his brother-in-law’s, they had
assembled to welcome him to their
neighbourhood, and to congratulate him
on his entrance to the possession of
his paternal estate. 'The factor was
also in attendance, with a great num-
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ber of the principal tenants, who “had
come for- the same purpose. - The'
Captain received them all, with an- e
sy and agreeable politeness, for which'
he was distinguished . He desired Mr.
Dalton to lead the gentlemen to the
dining room, where he would join thenr
as soon as he had given some
necessary directions respecting his te-
nants. He shewed the tenants into &
large hall, and erdering a good and
substantial dinner for them, he left them
to the care of the factor, and joined
his brother-in-law and his party. The
tenants were delighted with the recep-
tion they had received from their new
landlord, and said he was the very image
of his worthy father. As to Mrs. C.
she did not so immediately concern
them, but they allowed her to be ex-
tremely beautiful, and said they did hét*
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think that any country except England
could have produced such a beauty.

A splendid dinner was served up to
the gentlemen. The amiable mis-
tress of the mansion presided at the
head of the table, and by her fine appear-
ance and engaging manners, gave an
agreeable zest to the entertainment.
"The Captain and Mr. Dalton exerted
themselves to please their guests, in
which they were most completely suc-
cesful, for every one of them was inrap-
tures with their new neighbours (the
Captain and hislady ;) and gave them
pressing invitations to visit them, as
also Mr. and Mrs. Dalton. The Cap-
tain was not sparing of his wines, and
the party were not backward in doing
homage to them. Ata rather advanced
- hour in the evening, they took their de-
pastare home (to use d sea phrase) < in
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good sailing trim ;" well pleased with
their cntertainment and with thems
selves. g

The next day the Captain and Mr.
Dalton began in earnest as to business.’
The first thma tiey took in hand was
the factor’s accounts, which after a rig-
orous scrutiny, they found -to be per-
fectly correct, and bearing every stamp
of honesty, and an anxious wish fora
faithful discharge ofduty. He had in
his hands a considerable sum of money,
which he paid over to the last farthing.
The Captain understanding that
he had a large family, and but a prod-
erate salaty to support them Wwith,
made him a present of one hun-.
dred pounds, and added forty pounds
to his yearly wages : at the same time
assuring him that while he continasd -
to conduct himself as he had hitherto
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done, he might depend upon finding
in him a friend.

In the course of ten days, Captain
C. and Mr. Dalton, with the valuable
assistance of the factor, had got every -
thing arranged to their entire satisfac-
tion; but he had a large sum in the
funds, under the management of a bro-
ker, so that a journey to London be-
came necessary, to which he was the
more inclined on his lady’s account, be-
ing ‘desirous of shewing her the
huge metropolis of Great Bri-
tain ; but before wundertaking that
journey he wished to spend ashort time
on his estate, inorder to cultivate an
acquaintance with his neighbours. The
two ladies, Mrs. Clifford and Mrs. Dal-
ton, had now been constant compa-
nions for some time, and a strong de-
gree of friendship had taken place be-
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tween them. Every day they rose
higher and higher in éach other's esti-
mation, and often would Mrs. D. when
alone with her brother, (the Captain,)
tell him he might think himself amply
repaid for- all the dangers and priva-
tions he had gore through in America,
in the treasure he had brought with
him. This was harmonious music te
the ears of her brother, who was infi-
nitely delighted with, and more fond of
his Matilda than all -he possessed
besides. ’

Mr. and Mrs. Dalton still continued
with their friends, for the ladies had
become inseparable ; and ten days had
now been spent in paying and receiving
visits, from the principal families in
the neighbourhood. The Captain
and Mr. Dalton were concerting mea-
sures for waiting on Sir William, who



194

had hitherto been passed over in the
course of their visits, as he lived at
some distance ; besides which his sin-
gular habits made them postpone their
visit 4o him, until they should be per-
fectly at leisure ; for, in the event of
finding him in a communicative hu-
mour, and showing a disposition for
their acquaintance, it was their inten-
tion to extend their visit accordingly ;
and to invite him to the Captain's the
next day, when they might enjoy his
company unmolested, the formal rou-
tine of visits having for the present,
been gone through.

As they were on the point of
putting in execution this concerted vi-
sit to Sir William, an elegant coach,
(drawn by four handsome bay horses,
with a driver, footman and a servant,
in livery,) drove up to the mansion, and
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on Captain Clifford going out to receive
the visitors, whoever they might be,
was greatly surprised to find his fnends
and companions on the voyage from
Anmerica, Mr. and Mrs. Wilmoth, who
wishing to give the Captain and his
lady an unexpected visit, left their home .
without giving them any previous no-
tice by letter as they had promised.
Mrs. C. perceived her friends through
a window, she ran with speed to receive
them—their meeting was a\happy one
to them all. There was a strange
gentleman, somewhat passed the
meridian of life, who had come in
the carriage with Mr. and Mrs. W.
whom, Mr. Dalton perceiving, whisper-
ed to Captain C. that the stranger was
Sir William Milford ; and whom Mr.
Wilmoth introduced to the company as
such, and as the uncle of Mrs. Wilmoth,
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adding that as he resided in the Cap~
tain’s neighbourhood, he was anxious
to form an acquaintance with him ; and
said he doubted not but they would .
soon become friends. This was look-
ed upon by the Captain as a particular
fortunate incident, to have the person
he was so desirous of becoming ac-
quainted with brought to his door, and
that too by a mutual friend. Upon Sir
William being introduced to Mrs,
Clifford, he no sooner had a view of
her features, than he started back with
amazement, but recovering himself, he
begged they would excuse him, for
Mrs. C. so very strongly resembled a
friend of his, who was now no more,
and so suddenly and forcibly brought
her to his recollection, as had made
him for an instant, forget himself.
‘This rather disconcerted the whole
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" party for a short time, but on Mrs. C.

it produced an effect for which she could
not account.

The time was passed by the gentle—
men in conversing on various subjects,
and by the 1ad1es~m their own way, uns
til the dinner hour arrived, when they
all adjournéd to the dining room, and
partook of a dinner, served upin the
first style of elegance, during which
Sir William eyed Mrs. €. with most
particular intensity, and paid great at-
tention to every thing she said and did;
but when he learned that she was ana-
tive of Canada, he seemed to take a
particular interest in every thing that
concered her : he asked her many ques-
tions about that country, which she
answered to the best of her knowledge.
The Captain and his lady told their
friends, Mr. and Mrs. W. that they ex-
pected to have the pleasure of their
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company for a week at least; and
that Sir William would do them the
honor to continue with them also.. Te
which he said that he felt himself so
agreeably situated, that he should not
throw any difficulties in the way of seo
very gratifying an invitation ; and Mr.
and Mrs. W. also readily gave their
concurrence. Dinner being over, the
party adjourned to the drawing room,
in one of the windows of which was
lying the little book which had been
recovered from the Indian at Albany.
It happened to meet Sir William’s eye,
and he took it up carelessly and open-
ed it at the beginning. On recognizing
his own hand writing, and well recol-
lecting the book to have been in his
daughter’s possession at the time of
her disappearance, he turned round in
a state of agitation not to be described,
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and exclaimed, * how came this book
here? can any one inform me !! it did
belong to my dear but long-lost daugh-
ter, Matilda Milford, whose loss I have
so long lamented !!!” Mrs:C. was
standing close to Sir William at this
moment, and on hearing these wo:ds
she flung her arms around his neck,
and had just strength to exclaim, ¢ Oh
my father,” and fainted. The con-
sternation of those present may be better
conceived than described. All were
amazed except Captain C. who was in
some degree prepared for such a dis-
covery ; he therefore was much less
sarprised than the rest of the company.
As soon as the ladies had recovered a
little from the violent agitation in
which they had been thrown, they flew
to Mrs. C.’s relief ; and by the aid of
stimulants she soon recovered, to

r
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the enjoyment of felicity she had
never before anticipated. Not the.
shadow of a doubt could remain as
to the identity of the parent and child.
Sir William embraced the Captain in
the most affectionate manner, and said
that what he had endured on Matilda’s
account was now amply repaid in find-
ing her, and such a son-in-law. He
then recounted to them the mannerin
which Matilda was lost, with a circum-
stantial detail of his own sufferings, and
the death of her mother. After tea, he
requested Matilda to relate to him, and
their common friends and relatives pre-
sent, her history, from the earliest mo-
ment of her recollection, and according
to what she had been informed by her
preservers, which she did as herein
related.

After which, at the earnest request
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of his daughter, he favoured the com=
pany with a few particulars of his ad-
ventures since his return from Cana-
da to his native country, which are as
follows. After spending many years in
England, daily expecting some tidings
of his dear Matilda from those whom
he entrusted with the sacred charge,
but could not receive the smallest in-
formation respecting her, and his me-
lancholy still continuing with a debili-
tated state of health, he wasadvised by
his friends to visit the continent of Eu-
rope, as a change of scenery and cheer-
ful company was most likely the best
means to divert his mind from the
pressure of grief which preyed so
much and so constantly on him ; there-
fore he undertook the journey, accom-
panied by a trusty servant, and after
spending two years in visiting every
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place worthy of netice on the Eﬁropeaﬁ
continent, he took his passage in a ship
on his return to his native land, highly
gratified with the beauties he had seen,
but little or nothing relieved from the
pressure of his ‘gr'ef. One night as
they were proceeding along the Spa-
nish coast, they were suddenly attack-
ed by an Algerine Pirate, which they
resisted with every means in their pow-
er for a length of time, during which
period both the Captain and mates
were killed, being always foremost in
leading their men to action ; he then

,was under the necessity o6f assuming

the command, and after a desperate
‘engagement of two hours, they had the
satisfaction of not only defending them-
selves but of taking the pirate, which
to their utter dstonishment had only
four men alive when she struck ; their
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own logs was likewise very great, never-
theless they had a sufficient number of
men left (the weather being very fine
and wind fair) to navigate both vessels
to Dover, at which place they arrived
safe without encountering any farther
molestation. On their arrival there the
King was made acquainted with the
heroic action, and as a reward tor Mr.
Milford’s; meritorious conduct on the
oecasion, he conferred on him the honor
of knighthoo‘d;/with\q pension for life.
This relation gave great satisfaction
to all present, particularly to the sweet
Mrs. Clifford, who felt more on this
occasion than my feeble pen can
express.

Witness reader, the once poor and
forlorn Indian’s Captive has now be-
come the adored wife of a gentleman
of the first standing in society, both
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for personal accomplishments and
wealth, and is likewise the sole heiress
to an immense property by her father,
all which blessings, we hope she will be
grateful for, and appreciate their value
in a true light.

They are now enjoying all the
happiness which this transitory world
can afford; therefore it would be
the next thing to sacrilege to
again breakin upon their repose, con-
sequently, we shall bid them farewell.







