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HISTORICAL LIST

MARITIME S. S, CONVENTIONS.

1. ST.JOHN, N. B., September 7th, 1871,

Lieut. Gov. L. A. Wiumor, D. C. L.

Fredericton, N. B., President.

2o

NEW GLASGOW, N. 8., July 19th, 1872,
J. 8. McLEAN, Esq., Halifax, N. 8., i

3. CHARLOTTETOWN, P. E. L, August 14th, 1873,

W. B. McNurr, Esq., Halifax, N. 8., s

4. YARMOUTH, N. 8., August 29th, 1874,

W. D. Srewarrt, Esq., Charlottetown, P. E. I. **

5. ST. JOHN, N. B., Sept. 16th, 1875,

E. D. King, Esq., Halifax, N. S., 2
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FIFTH ANNUAL

!
|
ol SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION,

e

1

in, N. B.

Yt Wa FIRST SESSION.

n, N. B. §

m" | ,CEMHE Frrrn ANNUAL SunpAy SoHOOL CONVENTION
%, V. S. g"l { of the Maritime Provinces was held in the Leinster
00, V5. YIRS

Street Baptist Church, St. John, N. B., Thursday,
September 16th, 1875,

| The Convention met at 2 o’clock, P. M., and Rev. J. D.

: Pope, Pastor of the Church, conducted the devotional exercise:.

N. B. At half past two the President, W. D. Stewart, of Charlotte-

N. S. town, P. E. L, took the chair, and called the Secretary, H. R.

E 7 Smith, of St. John, N. B., to his place. After singing, read-

) ing Scriptures, and prayer, the President made the following
opening address :

4 ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT STEWART.
i, V. &, MY DEAR BRETHREN AND FELLOW LABORERS,

I most sincerely thank God, and congratulate you, that we are again
permitted to meet in Convention, and see each other face to face after
the laspe of another year. To-day we assemble as the fifth annual

M8 Convention in this city, in which we were at first organized. And‘
8 each Annual Meeting has been held, each of our last appeared the
N. B est—all have been beneficial—whilst each has its particular character-
§ stic. And now, as we look back upon the past, and behold the
‘@ athway over which God has led us, and anticipate the future of our
ork in the Sabbath School, our hearts exclaim in adoring gratitude

N.S. what hath God wrought for us.”
' Coming up hither seeking strength, encouragement—seeking help,
i the light of God’s countenance—seeking information from each other,
0 ;md the presence of the Holy Spirit, T most sincerely trust that every
nticipation may be fully realized, and that we may anew con-
ecrate our hearts and lives—may anew enter ‘into our covenant en-
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' 8agements with our Master, such glimpses be had of the glorious re- ¥

ward of the faithfnl worker, that we may be constrained in ecstacy of

H.R

joy to say with one of old,  Master it is good for us to be here.” J. W

The work which has been accomplished by the different schools W
represented at this Convention since last we mei, will be submitted

by the delegates charged with that duty for their several schools. Tao

Our Secretary will place before us, previous to the close of twﬁp"‘ The President w

session, a tabular statement showing our numerical strength, and the | thanked the meml
different denominations represented, '

far as the Executive Committee have been able, and to the hest § 1OPed the labors of
As far as the Executive Committee 1ave been able, an the best ment of Sabbath Sc

mittees were then
McA. Hutchings, T
Hargrave, W, W.
W. D. Stewart, The

Encouraging repo

ability of our brethren in St. John, all has been done which could be |
undertaken to make this Convention successful in every particular. But |
to ensure so desirable an end each member must contribute his part.
The subjects which shall occupy the attention of the Convention, and
which I am persuaded will be intelligently and ably presented to you
by the brethren whom you have entrusted to open, will also be open
fm.' discussion, and if pul.'su'ed in a spirit of inq.uiry and pointedness, ent Sabbath Schoo
will be profitable and edifying; and here permit me to suggest to my 3
dear brother who may succeed me, that he be watchful that each mo- | S_upermtendent of |
ment be fully occupied, that irrelavent matter be excluded, and that f}cltY)’ reported: the
the brother who wanders from the subject be reminded by the eall ";with 400 volumes ir
that he should resume his seat. ! the series of lessons

And now, my dear tellow-laborers, allow me most heartily to thank He said that the
you for your kindness, ch.:n'lty, and the h(.e'.u'ty :-mpport received -at | which supported an:
your hands as your President. I esteem it a high honor and will |

cherish the recollections of this year with kindest memories until § Rev. W. V. Felty
life’s close. : Church Sabbath S

A committee to nominate officers for the Convention was [} '8 now they had 1(
appoinied, consisting of Messrs. A. W. Masters and J. March, |{ cated a thorough
St. John; E. D. King and John Grierson, Halifax; and W. f§ There were too m:
W. Stumbles, Jr., Charlottetown. They retired and a short || them. If the right
time after reported the following nemination: for officers, who | Would be better to u

were elected by acclamation :— thI:eY. Ml: l Hl(;:i:i)
) at six scholars
President : _
E. D. KiNg Hael?:az J. Peppard, from .
@ o : : of 1
Vice-Presidents. D?:b?:i?gszgnew
Hon. CHaS. YOUNG, Charlottetown. Py ;
J. ECKERSLEY, Halifax. : sﬁld, thei had 150 s‘
A. W. MASTERS, St. John. uring the year a re
M. LiNpsay, % Nearly 30 had mac

W. G. MATHEWSON, New Glasgow. several instances of ¢
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glorious re- Secretaries :

in ecstacy of 3 H. R. SMITH, 8t. John.

> here,” J. W. SmiTH, Halifax,

rent schools w.w. STUM;LES, fl::rlottetown.
e submitted reasurer:

schools. oo THOs. 8, StmMs, 8t. John.

lose of tl{"‘gﬁThe President was then conducted to the chair, where he
gth, and the | thanked the members for the confidence reposed in him and

; hoped the labors of the Convention would tend to the advance-
lhmcg:ﬁ(;’eg: | ment of Sabbath School work throughout the Provinces. Com-
ticular, But [| Mittees were then appointed: Ow Devotions—J. Grierson, J.

e his part. [§ MeA. Hutchings, T. P. Davies; Credentials—A. Patterson, J.
vention,and |§ Hargrave, W. W. Stumbles, Jr. Business—A. W. Masters,
nted to you § W, D, Stewart, Thos. S. Swims, J. March, H. H. Crosby.

180 be open | Encouraging reports were given by delegates from the differ-
olntedness, § o0 Sobbath Schools which they represented. Mr. Lindsay,

P 100my | Superintendent of the St. Andrew’s Church School (of this

Sf :T:L:l :}‘;:t i city), reported: the number of scholars is 140, teachers, 22,
by the call [ with 400 volumes in the library.  Great interest was shown in
| the series of lessons now being given on the life of our Saviour.
1y to thank ¥ He gaid that the school had & Juvenile Missionary Society,
rf‘;ﬁi;e(‘lvi’:f whicb supported and educated two orphans in India.
ories until | _ Rev. W. V. Feltwell said a year age the Reformed Episcopal
§ Church Sabbath School of this city started with fifteen schol-
ntion was [| 878 now they had 100 scholars, with nine teachers. He advo-
J. March, [§ ¢ated a thorough examination of Sabbath School libraries.
“and W. || There were too many books of a trashy nature admitted to
d a short || them. If the right sort of hooks could mot be obtained, it
vers, who | Would be better to use Sabbath School papers.
Rev. Mr. Hickson from: the Carleton Baptist School, said
that six scholars had recently professed religion.
J. Peppard, from Londonderry, N. 8., gave a cheering report
of Sabbath School work in his vicinity,
Mr. King, of the Granville Street Baptist School, Halifax,
' said they had 150 scholars, and an average attendance of 111.
§ During the year a revival with marked results had taken place,
Nearly 30 had made a profession of religion. He recorded
several instances of conversion—the results of prayer.
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Judge Young, from the Mission School, Charlottetown, said Jlead the meeting i
they had upwards of 400 pupils, who were largely gathered 'eters, of St. John
from the highways, They had an average attendance of 140, ¥had sung the hym

Rev. J. D. Pope said there were many failures in Sabbath ¥Chairman briefly st
School work for want of direct personal application and neglect {tion, and called on
in presenting truth to the minds of the pupil in a direct antyyx@elcome to the vis
earnest manner. * | He felt confident in

Messrs. T. W, Arthur, J. Eckersley, J. W. 8mith. and J. |them a thousand w.
Patten of Halifax, presented encouraging reports of work ac- | Christ, who under
complished in connection with the schools of that city. \cause—the educatin

Mr. D. M. Stearns reported for the Saint David’s Church “gaged in Sabbath w
School of this city. There are. 200 pupils with 20 teachers and & Yof Ministers of the
large average attendance, They want a larger building. He Jvational Sabbath S
thought it should be impressed upon all who were engaged in 400 delegates, and
Sabbath School work that the all important object was the con- | and to the influence
version of souls. | concluded by extend

Addresses were delivered by W. D. Stewart, Mr. Linklight- § Judge Young on |
er, of Summerside, and Mr. Patterson. The latter gave some the congregation ar
interesting  statistics of the school in connection with St Mat- | welcome extended to
thew’s Presbyterian Church, Among other mission enterprises | spoke of the beauty
the school paid $120 a year to Support three boys in the Hali- | ful than they could ¢
fax Reformatory. the hospitality of the

The business committee reported that arrangements had been § of the Convention, t
made for the Weloome Meeting in the evening, and that the [ asked the prayers of
hoars of the meeting of convention should be: morning sessions | of the Convention.
from 10 o’clock to balf-past 12 ; afternoon, 2 to 5; evening, half- ¥ Mr. M. Lindsay w
past 7 to 10 o’elock—each session to be preceded by Devotional | the welcome from
Services of half an hour, Sehools. He bade t

Devotional Committee reported that there would be open air | He greeted them as
meetings in the King Square at 7 o’clock, p. m. Prayer meet- { it afforded to men to

ing in the Y. M. C. A. Hall every morning, from 8 to 9. § common work. The,
The Convention adjourned at 5 o'clock, after singing and | with greater vigor afl
prayer. % Sabbath school teach

WELCOME MEETING.
The Meeting.of Welcome to Delegates was held in Centenary
Chargh, at half past seven, Rev. Mr. Parsons of St. John, N. B,,

smen.””  Though the
~ was admitted that th

ifications required to ¢
| a visit he had paid to

e 1o
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town, said ‘lead the meeting in Devotional Exercises. At 8 o’clock Wm.
ly gathered | eters, of St. John, took the chair, and after the congregation
e of 140.  ¥had sung the hymn, “Work for the night is coming,”’ the
in Sabbath ¥Chairman briefly stated the purpose and object of the Conven-
and neglect {tion, and called on Rev. H. Pope, who delivered an address of
direct an@}g_'%eloome to the visitors on behalf of the clergy and eitizens.
* | He felt confident in saying that every Minister in the city bade
th. and J, | them a thousand welcomes. He welcomed them as servants of
f work ac- | Christ, who under a great Master were workers in a common
2 leause—the educating of a world of youth for Christ. Those en-
's Church “gaged in Sabbath work had a trust scarcely less important than
hers and & of Ministers of the Gospel.  He spoke of his visit to the Inter-
ling. He [ vational Sabbath School Convention at Philadelphia, with its
ngaged in §400 delegates, and referred to the many interests represented,
8 the con- | and to the influences which spread from that gathering. He
| concluded by extending to the visitors a cordial welcome.
Linklight- § Judge Young on behalf of the delegates responded thanking
ave some 3the congregation and the citizens of St. John for the hearty
 8t. Mat- | welcome extended to the delegates through Rev. Mr. Pope. He
nterprises | spoke of the beauty of the scenery about St. John, more beauti-
the Hali- ] ful than they could show even in P. E. Island, and referred to
the hospitality of the citizens here. He referred to the character
had been §of the Convention, the work they were seeking to advance, and
that the §asked the prayers of the people that God would bless the labors
 sessions ¥ of the Convention.
ing, half- ¥ Mr. M. Lindsay was called upon and presented to the delegates
evotional [ the welcome from the Superintendents of the City Sabbath
Y Schools. He bade the delegates a warm and cordial welcome,
open air §| He greeted them as workers, and spoke of the encouragement
er meet- { it afforded to men to meet together and advise one another in a
9. § common work. They returned to their work with more zeal and
zing and || with greater vigor after such a conference. He had heard the
§ Sabbath school teachers likened to a sort of “religious police-
smen.””  Though the term was, perhaps, not appropriate, still it
was admitted that there was a good deal of tact and varied qual-
entenary | ifications required to conduct a Sabbath School. He referred to
), N. B., | a visit he had paid to a Dublin Sabbath School and the impres-

—
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sions he had received, which lasted and were a help to him until itted to us the gr
this day. He spoke of the necessity of a wholesome literature saving and lead
to put into the hands of Sabbath School children, and of the untry. If we ha
value of music. He concluded by bidding the guests a hearty Wwith our whole sor
welcome. urely suceeed in o

W. D. Stewart, Esq., responded, cordially thanking all for tl';\’tonsibility resting
hearty welcome cxtended to them. There were times in their Reachers in bringing

work in which Sabbath School labourers were cheered and en- Wwho came here in tk
couraged beyond measure, by a look, a word or shake of the hand, & steadfast desire t
and more so by a general and friendly intercourse on the work in | aged. He welcom
which they were engaged. There were many who were not con- With whom they wer
tent to work and leave the results to God, but who were apt to ight be an influen
grow weary and languish. To such a kind and cheering word and § Mr. John Grierso:
a direction to leave the result to God was of inestimable value, Ed He said he was
and set them on their way rejoicing. It was the men and women ¥’arsons, of Boston,
of this Dominion that were to make the country great, and ?arsons was one of
though there might be different views of secular education, it gver saw, and he ask
then was Sabbath School teaching the one grand central figure Pemained in the city.
to which children no matter of what denomination were to be triking remarks on
pointed. - He spoke of the duties of the Sabbath School Super- this earnest manner g
intendent and teachers, the necessity of choosing men and women this hearers.

of warm cheerful hearts to fill these positions, and who would ! ThePresident of t]
make the school a genial and pleasant place. He agreed with o all present toatten
Brother Lindsay on the necessity of cultivating in the Sabbath nd ask ~d the prayers
School a love of music. In closing an earnest address he ad- fend to the advancem
verted to the importance of impressing into the minds of youth ¥ After singing and

a love for God. ngregation was dist
Mr. John E. Irvine, President of the Y. M. C. Association, |

presented a welcome to the delegates on behalf of the Sabbath | . 8
School Children of our city. - He had hoped to see the galleries

erowded on this occasion with Sabbath School Children to wel- § The Convention m
come the delegation by their presence and cheerful songs. He $pent halfan hourin T
welcomed the delegates as friends, those who came to do good . D. King took the
and to receive good. They came together to work and save Minutes of last meeti
souls. ' The Sabbath School was a nursery of the Church, and | A letter received f
the better conducted were our Sabbath Schools the more would & ffering free use of th
our Churches prosper. The more faithful were we to the trust com- Becepted, with thanks

e
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to him until fnitted to us the greater would be the reward we should receive
ne literature §n saving and leading to Christ the souls of the youth of the
and of the Bountry. If we have God working with us and call upon Him
sts a hearty With our whole souls and with an earnest purpose we should
urely succeed in our work. Did we realize the important re-
g all for th;\itonsibility resting upon us of working as live Christians and
nes in their teachers in bringing souls to Christ. He believed that all those
red and en- Who came here in this work did 80 with praying hearts and with
of the hand, ® steadfast desire to advance the work in which they were en-
the work in iaged. He welcomed them to the homes of the Christian people
re not con- With whom they were to remain during their stay, and hoped they
were apt to night be an influence for good to many families.
g wordand § Mr. John Grierson, of the Halifax Industrial School, respond-
able value, ®d. He said he was called upon to speak in the absence of Mr.
and women g:rsons, of Boston, who had been expected this evening. Mr.
great, and iParsons was one of the best looking and best Yankees that he
lucation, it versaw, and he asked the people to go and hear him while he
ntral figure Pemained in the city. Mr. Grierson then offered a few plain and
were to be Btriking remarks on some texts of Seripture which he selected,
ool Super- his earnest manner and utterance commanding the attention of
ind women this hearers,
wvho would § The President of the Convention extended a warm invitation
reed: with %o all present toattend the meeting in the Leinster Street Church
e Sabbath ®nd ask ~d the prayers of the congregation that their deliberations
ess he ad- Hend to the advancement of the work in which they were engaged.
s of youth ¥ After singing and prayer by Rev. Mr. Parsons, the large
ngregation was dismissed.

ssociation, A
> Sabbath ‘ SECOND SESSION.
e galleries Friday Morning, Sept. 17th, 1875.

on to wel- § The Convention met in Leinster Street Baptist Church, and
mgs. He Bpent halfan hourin Devotional Exercises, after which President
o do good ¥. D. King took the Chair and called the Convention to order.
and save Minutes of last meeting read by Secretary, and approved.

arch, and ¥ A letter received from President of Y. M. C. Association,
ore would Bffering free use of their rooms to the Delegates, was read and
rustcom- Mocepted, with thanks. :

—
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in Sabbath
condition.

THE DUTY OF
Last year at Yarm
with children, the

were “Young,

they have, not merel

Therefore it must

- and being founded in; truth

force it.

subjects for thought,

whose parents seld
caildren were as orderl

a8 clean an appearance
W. W. Stumbles, Jr.,
Sabbath School, said that

number of scholars was 603, average
48, the number of volumes in the lib
raised for missionary
All the teachers are

School work,

After the reports of the delegates, Judge Young of Charlotte-
town was called upon to read a paper which he had prepared.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF THE YOUNG,

this year the Committee have thou
track. As I have never

whether in the Infant Classes or in the

This topie is not put interrogatively ; it is a
it is the duty of the Chureh, &c.

I was not aware, until I came to the city,
present this topic, otherwise T might have disc
ly than T have now the means of doing.
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outh the topie assigned me was ** Infant Classes ;"8 8owing righteousne
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taught an Infant Class, and never béen blessed

: class; the tract dist
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ussed it more elaborate
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bor i

e



15

pe means of elucidating much information, and supplying any that
be found in the address. _

8 The Church of. the living God is supposed to consist of Christians

: “‘#-not merely in name, but in deed and in truth, and being christian,
ly of children§ A member should be Christ-like, by being good, and doing good at
rsh’p, yet the times, and under all circumstances—at home as well as abroad—a

o % as well as a positive duty, rests upon the mem-

o ; and woe be unto them if they shrink . from the

eSponsibility or neglect their duty.

It is & sad and lamentable fact that many children of christian

pe at home religious instruction, and - these

ed with themselves by sending their offspring

and very often they do not even know who the

t may be their Qualifications. We sée then the

to be very plain in the establishments, and en.

sdFouUragements and liberal support of S8unday Schoels, whereby religious
" Mstruction may be imparted to the young.

% In the course of my reading this morning, I met with the passage
om Proverbs: “To him that soweth righteousness, shall be a sure
pward ;” and if such be the case with to individuals, how
uch greater will the reward be to the Chureh?

A righteous man is.one who loves and sery
an,~and as such he desires to be useful in making other people
hristians, This work the Bible terms righteoumess,—-sowing means
plioing,—therefore, when God’s people are working for Him, by kind
ficts and good deeds, out of love to Christ, they are doing that which
most acceptable to their Heavenly Father. The Minister of Christ
sowing righteousness when he preaches the Gospel ; the Sabbath
thool teacher is doing the same when he is explaining God’s word to

s class ; the tract distributor is doing good when he carries his little

Bessengers of love and mercy, and scatters them fur and wide broad-

t over the land; and the church is sowing righteousness when it
: th Schools,

e mistakes,
sertion—that

God-like work,
not in vain in the Lord
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. i
Pleasures enjoyed by those who receive instraction, by baving theiiobn, Messrs. Pat

minds expanded, their thoughts elevated, their reasoning powers alifax, Messrs, |

increased, their judgment matured, and in thousands of instances outh, and Mr. F:
their souls saved,

When the Church fulfils its duty, it has a sure reward in the plea 0;1'“ Patterson, |
sure which it yields to its members and to those who are benefitte ¢
thereby. bodymg the ser
We also say in the profit gained; those of us engaged in sowingditted the followin,
righteousness derive a profit to ourselves in becoming better acquainte Resolved, That it
with the holy truths contained in the Bible, and in the satisfaction thagbedience to his com
We, as members of the Church, derive by simply doing our duty. Andlon to the instructio:
then a large profit is gained to the young themselves, by their gettin@rought to a knowle
new ideas with regard to things temporal as well as eternal ; by goodlle obligation is bin
habits being formed, by holy aspirations being aroused, by their hatred ministers, office-b
of sin, by their avoidance of evil and ius very appearance, by shunning@at there are special
the theatre, the saloon, the card table, and all the traps and snaredit the present time, v
; and temptations to which they are exposed. They also gain an im@reased, in order that
mediate profit by having companions who will do them good, and lead eligious training, as |
them and keep them in the right way. Will be prepared for t
When the Church fulfills its duty in attending to the religious inftted to become citiz

struction of the young, it has a certain reward in the profit, gained@aviour Jesus Christ.
by all engaged, and by the inereased number of its members,

And now lastly as regards the glorious results that follow. Wher
the Church really and truly fulfills its duty to the young in time an(
in eternity—these appear to me to be so self-evident, that it is unnecH
cessary to enumerate them.

We have referred to the pleasure and profits derived from instrue
tion in this world, and eternity alone will reveal the glorious result 3 .
that have followed the efforts put forth by the Church. How mand® Convention met af
are now in the Church, how many are now in the ministry, and howises i 3 o'clock, Pry
nany are now in the Better Land, who would have never been in an'Pead and approved.
of these glorious positions, were it not for the religious instructios A letter was rea

imparted by means of Sabbath Schools and the various other erdinf f New Jersey, Pre
ances of the Church? :

The Church of Christ knows its duty with regard to the young, Ifje8retting his mgblh;
has done miuch-=it ought to do more—und with God’s blessing it wilfead from a Sunday.
arise in all its strength and power and fulfill its duty yet more faithil’onvention. Presid

fully, by attending to the religious instruetion of the young, and thulArchibald of Yarmo
bring glory to God and to His Chureh, om these Conventic

he last meeting in
abors of Rev. A, B.
bout 200 souls.

¥ Meeting adjourne

The meeting was thrown open for discussion of the subjec
five minutes being allowed each speaker. W, D, Stewart, Esq.;
of Charlottetown, Rev. Messrs, Feltwell and Everett, of St
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i
by baving theilobn, Messrs. Patterson, Grierson, and Major Theakston of
woning powerdalifax, Messrs. Hilton, Archibald and MecGregor, of Yar-
ds of instances@outh, and Mr. Fawcett, of Sackville, took part in the discus-

ard in the plea

n,
8 G Dol Mr. Patterson, having been appointed to frame a resolution

pbodying the sentiments brought out in the discussion, sub-
aged in sowinghitted the following, which was unanimously adopred :

btter acquainte®® Resolved, That it is the imperative duty of Christ’s Church, in
satisfaction thagbedience to his command to teach all natiouns, to give special atten-
our duty. Andllon to the instruction of the young,in order that they may be early
by their getting ought to a knowledge of the truth. as it is in Christ Jesus. That
ternal ; by goodlle obligation is binding on all who belong to the Church, whether
by their hatre ministers, office-bearers, parents, or professed believers in Christ,
e, by shunning@at there are special calls to the faithful to the discharge of this duty
ps and snaredt the present time, when many run to and fro gnd knowledge is in-
80 gain an im@reased, in order that secular instruction may be sanctified by faithful
good, and leadeligious training, as itis only by this means that the youth of our land
Will be prepared for the duties of good citizens in this world, and be
e religious inMted to become citizens of the Heavenly Kingdom of our Lord and
profit, gained@aviour Jesus Christ.
Em:'. Whed Meeting adjourned at 12.30, with singing and prayer.
ng in time and
hat it is unnec

THIRD SESSION.

 from instruc) Friday Afternoon, Sept. 19th, 1875.
orious result;

. How man@® Convention met at half-past two ; half hour devotional exer-
stry, and ho -‘ ses ; 3 o'clock, President in the chair, minutes of last session
or been in anfead and approved.
us instructio® A letter was read by Secretary from Rev. Geo. A. Peltz,
} other ordinge N Jersey, President of International 8. 8. Convention,
he young. ' 1 egretting his inability to attend the Convention. A letter was
lessing it wilfead from a Sunday-School declining to send a delegate to the
ot more faithionvention. President King, Rev. Mr. McGregor, and J. D.
ung; and thulrchibald of Yarmouth, spoke of the great benefits derived
#rom these Conventions and of the happy results that followed
the subject@he last meeting in Yarmouth, which, supplemented by the
awart, Ksq,@ebors of Rev. A. B. Earle, was the means of the conversion of
prett, of Sghbout 200 souls.

A
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of teaching the Young to love an

As the question then was put
Jesus to Peter, let us as teach
question to us individually,
hearts, and at the same time
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The subjects for discussion,
Superintendents and Teachers,”

I would remark in the outset that the
all the qualifications of the teacher,

Although the special function is to

competent to perform the duties himselg
ak first of the qualitications which
School should posse

al qualifications in addition to the

* Feed my Sheep,” ¢ Feed my Lambs,” h
and by the ses

umbs of Christ, should as

It is as the ¢ ,
the heart is in the work out of love to the master, the training, the
arnestness, the perseverance, the punc

essful prosecution of the work wi
water from the fountain,

» and however anxious he may be to quali
there is danger, nay there
certainty that depending upon intelle
the teacher will fail in the real wor
d believe in the Saviour.

solemnly and earnestly three times b
ers hear him to day putting the sam

ask him to search and try for us, so that w
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teacher of any branc
Wal knowledge of the
peech, and did not st
0t be tolerated long
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superintendent should poses
while there are some special qua
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superintend, not to teach, yet i
Il he should know how to teach a
school. Like the captain of a shi
are doing their duty, and to g
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a good teachq
88, assuming that the same quali
efficient superintendent, and will the

se which shou

irching question, * Simon son
it seems to me that this question fu
this part of the subject. We who a
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a first qualification possess, ax
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e are governed in undertaking it,

it seems to me that the essential me
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and the resolutions which have sti
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and duties ¢ ¥y be enabled to say truly with Peter, “Lord thou knowest all things,
7 A. Pattersofou knowest that I love thee.”
The truly devoted Sabbath School Teacher will realize that he is
led by Jesus to feed his lambs, and should consecrate himself to
e work. He should feel the responsibility and the dignity of his
prk—that he is an ambassador for Christ, to, it may bhe a small circle,
still be a circle of young immortals to be saved from eternal de-
ruction and fitted for the kingdom of heaven. A proper sense
the importance of the work, and a devoted consecration to it are
my opinion qualifications of the successful teacher. One writer
ptain of a shi B85 said, “The Sabbath School teacher is the Levite of the New Tes-
duty, and to @@ment. Levites were not invested with the priesthood, but they were
- duties himse “ hployedin aiding the work of the priests especially in teaching the
| & good teachg ople throughout the country. They had many other offices to
he same qualif@ifil, but we read that in the days of Jehoshaphat they taught in Judah
t, and will theflhd had the book of the Lord with them, and went about through all
¢ Which shoulle citivs of Judah and taught the people.” 8o should the Sunday
hool Teacher act the partof a New Testeraent Levite aiding the regu-
rly instituted meeting, especially in teaching the young out of the
my Lambs,” h#®ok of God’s Law.
‘Simon son AR intelligent acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures is a qualifica-
§ question furn which the Suuday School teacher should possess. He will re-
We who a@®gnize the fact that all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
sponsibility & profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for instruc-
M possess, anon in righteousness; and he will therefore endeavor to make him-
should be thi®If acquainted not with a few of the leading doctrines of the scrip-
rtaking it, re—not with the gospels merely, or the epistles merely, or the pen-
' essential md@teuch merely—but with the scripture as a whole—nothing can be
e building ainer than that a man cannot teach what he does not know himself,
 training, thd® teacher of any branch of secular instruction, who trusted to a gen-
e, the punc al knowledge of the subject, or it may be to a certain fluency of
ork will flopeech, and did not study up and master it in all its details, would
out this, howlot be tolerated long in the position,~no more should the Sabbath
ich have stim@ichool teacher who does not make the word of God the subject of
"be to qualiffose and continuous study, and prepare himself for teaching it to
most absolut@ithers by becoming himself thoroughly acquainted in all its details,
forgetting thiith the blessed book, which is the great text book, be deemed quuli-
he redl worled to teach its truths and doctrines to others.
2 He should have a knowledge of facts bearing upon scripture—their
bree times bilistory, chronology—the manners and castoms of the Jews and other
ing the sam@iental nations—the geography of scripture lands—especially of
e search ouffulestine, its peculiarities of climate, seasons, &c., &c.
Mistakes made by teachers, even in matters of very minor import-

ntshould pose
me special qus
im for the rigl

to teach, yet i
ow to teach an

d enforce on thi

18, 80 that w
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very materially to weaken the influence of the teacher and neutral
the effects of otherwise good teaching.

School—Teacher said that Shem was Noah’s eldest son, so I J

meant to make them more emphatic.
Not every one who possesses knowledge, however, has the facu

the aptness in a greater degree naturally than others—and such g
pre-eminently qualified for the work of teaching.

even by those who do not possess it naturally.

ful in his work; and if there is a persistent, persevering effort

come. And here I would especially urge the cultivation of simp
city i style and language. Many teachers fail in this. We for,
that what is so plain {0 us is entirely new if not altogether incomp

or to the ignorant as a professor in college would address his clas

pose that many terms such as providence, grace, repentance, Jjusti
cation, &c., convey dny meaning to children ordinarily. The truth
underlying these terms mist be opened up to children by the simp!
story and the easy, simple lesson, illustrated by anecdote and simp
figures.

It is very common for instance to spedk to young children of givin
their hearts to God. Now this is a very plain expression, but st
it is Ggurative, did the ¢hild before he thoroughly understands i
must léarn that the héart is the seat . the affections. How muc
better and simple to spedak of loving God, a phrase which at one
comes homé to a child, and Whith he readily eomprehends.

ance, and which some intelligent boy or girl may detect, will tenlk

A lively boy said to his mother on returning from Sabba

asked him why Japheth was called the elder, and he looked so quee
A little girl said to her sister—Do not the words in italics in t
Bible mean they are not in the original? Because teacher said it w.

of communicating this knowledge to others, and therefore anoth
qualification which the Sabbath School teacher should possess is ti§
faculty of communicating instruction to the young—or in other wor
he must be apt to teach. There is no doubt that some persons posself

t It is also true, however, that this aptness to teach ean be acquiredd§

It is necessary in this case that the teacher, feeling his deficiencie
should endeavor to overcome them and to qualify himself for h‘
work by earnest effort and persevering study—study of a practich
kind, caleulate to educate and draw out the faculties which are defef
tive, and which he feels he must cultivate to render himself succes#

the direction, it is wonderful what actual deficiencies may be ove

hensible to the child, and we are in danger of speaking to the childre

Let us not forget that while strong meat belongeth to them that af
of full age the babes must be fed with milk. Itis a mistake to sujl
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ven figures are to be carefully used for fear they may carry an
oneous impression, especially to young children. A teacher on
p oceasion expressed a hope that one of his children might be one
Christ’s little lambs. To his surprise the child replied no, I do
want to be one of Christ’s lambs. Why not? How is that
guired the teacher? I don’t want to have four legs and a tail and
pat grass, was the very natural reply of the child,
There is a story told of a learned Doctor of Divinity, who being re-

fested to address a Sabbath School, proceeded thus: Dear children,

esign to be very plain, I wish to tell you about the Bible. The
fble is a synopsis of divine truth, and as you may not know what

Bynopsis means, I will explain it to you. A synopsis, dear children,

succinct statement or survey of a smbject, and so on. It is easy to

agine the amount of enlightenment the children would obtain from

8 plain statement.

Mt is necessary that the teacher should endeavor to adapt himself
Blly to his scholars, and this adaptation is not the result of any natur-
il or heaven-inspired fitness, but of earnest application and home-

ed industry. It is an art to be acquired rather than a giftto be
rn with. Another qualification of the Sunday Scheol teacher is a
ye for and sympathy with the young. The true relation of the
hcher to the scholar is that of a friend. 1t is not that of a day

i8hool teacher who engages for so much money to impart so much

struction—it is that of a friend with friends—of father or mother
eking the welfare of those whom he regards as his or her children
Christ’s sake. The teacher must convince the scholars that he
ally loves them—and to do this he must enter sympathyizingly into
eir circumstances, wants, trials, and their joys. The teacher mast
ssess areal love and sympathy., His kindness must be not that
of thing which throws a few cents to a beggar to get him out of
It is said that love
ghs at lock-smiths, and with love the teacher has the key which will
pen the most obdurate heart, and find entrance where no authority
uld obtain admittance.
Children can understand and appreciate disinterested love. Gentle-
p8s, cheerfulness, a kind and engaging manner are important
quisites in the Sabbath School teacher. Train the affections, says
ne, and then your kind determination will soften, if it does not sub-
ie, the obstinate ; and your suitable instructions will restrain, if they
D not reform, the vicious. To train a little child to be happy on the
ord’s day and thus to associate throughout life religious instructions
ith happiness and peace, is an obvious fulfilment of the will of our

v ord and Saviour.

—
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superintend #

e should have good executive business talents, energy, persever-
e and self control.
He should be a man prompt to act, firm in the discharge of his duty,
ile kind and genial in all his intercourse with the school.
e should be possessed of powers of observation and penetration,
udence and tact, as all these qualifications will be called into exer-
amid the variety of duties, the difficulties, the discouragements
the oftime unpleasantness which ure the lot of the faithful, zeal-
B, energetic superintendent.
e should be both to teachers and scholars an example of punctual-
and in fact of all that is good, for his image and superseription
1 be, undoubtedly, stamped on the school over which he presides
good or iur evil,
he Superintendent is to act as the head of influence and direction
matters connected with the school. What the superintendent of a
Iroad, or of a factory, or the commander of an army is, each in
place, so is the Superintendent to the Sabbath School.
8In speaking of the duties of the Superintendent. I would say: It
his duty te prepare himself for the work by meditation and prayer—
idying carefully the lesson for the day—selecting suitable hymns
ring upon the scripture lesson.
e will be in his place in the school punctually at the appointed
#ne—allowing nothing to interfere with his regular and punctual at-
Indance, except something which is_altogether unavoidable.

W He should see that the opening and closing exercises of the school

brief and pointed, and conducted with a solemnity and a reverence
coming the day and the object of the school.
It is the duty of the Superintendent to maintain good orderin the
ool. 'When a school is habitually disorderly there is evidence that
ere is a deficiency on the part of the Superintendent. To do this
lI require all the tact and firmness of which he is possessed. It is
Iy to be accomplished by quiet self-possession. TIn this matter, as
is impossible that he can exercise his personal authority and
atchfulness. over every individuval in a school numbering it may be
indreds, it must be done just as discipline is achieved in an army—
a system of authority and responsibility—so in the Sabbath School,
e effective Superintendent will hold each teacher responsible for the
derof his class. He should never, except by request of a teacher,
Il a disorderly scholar to order, but will request the teacher to
80,
Buch a course acknowledges the authority of the teacher and elevates

in the esteem of his pupils, while the opposite has the confrary
ect.
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e more varied and thorough the knowledge of the teacher is the
r he is fitted for| his work—and this knowledge can only be ac-
pd by a course of study, fostering habits of thoughtfulness and
mprovement,

eciully should he study carefully the lesson of the day—beginning
y in the week—keeping the lesson before his mind in the house
by the way, making use of all the helps within his reach, so that
hay come to his work on the Sunday thoroughly equipped.

ien the late Dr. Chalmers was professor of moral philosophy at
ndrews, he kepta Subbath School, and his biographer informs
hat although the scholars were of the poorest children in the
hborhood, Dr. Chslmers prepared for thera as carefully a8 for
ass in the University,—some stray leaves still existing on which
uestions for the evening are carefully written out.

pe Sabbath School teacher should not only study the lesson, he
Id also study his scholars, their dispositions, their habits, their
ial temptations and wants, All these he should carefully
y if he would occupy with respect to his scholars the position
h he ought—that of a christian friend, a counsellor and a guide.

er that he moy enter fully into sympathy with them, he must
p recall his own childhood and live his child-life over again.

e must visit the scholars in their house, for he can never thorough-
derstand aud sympathize with them unless he does this—especial-

gln time of sickness and adversity should the Sabbath School

her be on hand to pour in the balm of consolation to the stricken
When the heart is softened under affliction impression may be
e by the help of the Divine Spirit, which may lead to conversion.

is the duty of the teacher to work earnestly and perseveringly
pe work in which he is engaged. The spirit of our Blessed Master,
n he said, “ Wist ye not that I must be about my father’s business,’’

Id animate him, and when difficulties and discouragements pre-

themselves, when he is tempted to grow weary and faint by the
f» should inspire him to labor on, knowing that in due season we
Il reap if we faint not,

inally it is the duty of both superintendent and teachers to begin,
tinue and carry on the work in a spirit of humble dependence on
help of the Divine Master whom we serve. In view of the responsi-
ies of the work, of the vast interests at stake, of the awful conse-
es of failures, and the glorious rewards of success, well may we
Who is sufficient for these things, and humbly yet believingly fall
kon the promise. I will make my grace sufficient for you, I will
ect strength in your weakness.
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gent, arduous in his devotion, he prays on
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it down that your ascent may be easier. :
The better the reward, the more worthy of winning—the higher
calling the more glorious the excellence attaining it. )
The discussion was participated in by Rev's. J. D, Pope, &
McGregor, J. E. Adams and Messrs, Stubbs,
Simms and others,
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pointed time, so that there be no dragging, but all life and
Iness.

hich was carried unanimouasly.
hsiness committee reported arrangements for a gathering of
5. 8. childrcn in Centenary Church, Sunday afternoon, to
ddressed by Rev. H. M. Parsons,“of Boston.
evotional Committee reported prayer meeting at half-past
p and at eight in the evening, and open air meeting on King
fire at seven o'clock in the evening. Meeting adjourned.

FOURTH SESSION,

Friday Evening, Sep. 17, 1875.

he Evening Session opened at 7.30, with devotional services
by 8. B. Black, Esq., of Truro. At 8 o'clock the President
the ch»ir. Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.
e subject of discussion, *‘Teachers’ Meetings and how to
ot them,”’ was opened by Rev. H. M. Parsons, >f Boston.

IMPORTANCE OF TEACHERS’ MEETINGS.

& preparation and support to Teachers’ Meetings in a place
e two or three churches exist, Normal classes might be held with
profit, twice a month, meeting together for distinct study of the
e, according to the Normal laws prepared by Dr. J, H. Vincent,
ew York. The stimulus gained by afew, who might resolve to
fifteen consecutive lessons, would really inaugurate in every one
e churches represented, a good healthy Teachers’ Meeting.
THE IMPORTANCE OF SUCH A MEETING.~(1.) The use of the

;f.

prm lessons would be secured, and a general unity of thought and

ession be made by the Teachers in their instruction. (2.) Oppor-
¥ given for mutual consultation respecting spiritual work in the
es. It would stimulate and encourage diffident and ill prepared
hers to greater personal study and fidelity,

HOW 10 GET THE TEACHERS’ MEETING.~This may be a necess~
nquiry when none has been held, and when prejudice or reluct-
exist. (1,) Enlist Pastor and Church in the effort, urge it from
pulpit, and in the prayer-meeting—have a distinet evening and
te the whole of it to this specific work. (2.) In country plwes,
ely settled, invite the teachers to the Pastor’s house, and have
pregent, give each one something definite to do on the lesson.

—
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(8) If this does not succeed, take your Bible and go to your
teacher, or your worst, as it may be convenient, and say, “Thave co
to study the lesson with you,” you will find a welcome, and in a li

time a third, and with patience and perseverance, all will at len
Jjoin the band,

He closed |
ir labors.

collection was
h singing, and |

III. How 10 CoNDUOCT THE TEACHERS’ MEETING.—(1.) Ask 5
Holy 8pirit to be your leader, and let Him lead you, pray much w
each other, over the word and over the scholars, (2.) Don’t expout
or preach er lecture, take the simplest way of finding the thought e
has upon each passage, by question and answer, let the leader qu
tion aroumd—first, if they are reticent simple questions you Kknq
they can answer, then, let them question you. Never be afraidl
acknowledge ignorance, when you are ignorant. (3.) Study t
lesson, first—jn the Scriptureﬂ.—secondly, through the Helps ; let the
last be thoroughly mastered at home, and never brought to f
Teachers’ Meeting or to the class. (4.) Repeat often, and review
i the Teachers’ class the main thoughts and impressive features of

lesson, especially reach the personal Christ, or something that v
point the scholar to him. (5.) Let ten or fifteen minutes be devot
to mutual conferenee, about the work or methods of teaching, wh
needed. (6 ) Seek to improve on all your methods, und test them
faithful personal use. Try different plans for awaking interest a
arresting attention, till you find the be
Teachers’ und your school, (7.) Aim to have and to h
Teachers in this meeting, from love to Jesus, and to the wo
Make it so essential that no one will willingly stay away. Ha
liberty in Christ, und liberty with euch other., '
Rev. Mr. Wood, of Toron

the aid of the Holy Spirit in becoming more like Christ i
great teacher, working tenderly, persistently and faithfully, kno
ing that the opportunities for work are fast passing away.
Rev. J. Good, of Toronto, editor of the Canadian Indepe;
ent, made some effective remarks,

He considered the questi
of Teachers’ meetings a vital one.. Teaching was not a pastin

but real work. The teacher must feel that he relied upon Ch
for strength. He recommended that the teacher should consid :
that as God is love those who taught should be full of love
reach the hearts of the children. They should be regular
attendance, should devote a regular portion of each day to stud
be patient and persevering, and should go through thick ar
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He closed by an earnest exhortation to have faith in

ir labors,

collection was taken up, after which the meeting closed
h singing, and prayer by Rev. Mr. Parsons.

he Devotional Exercises commended at 9.30, A. M., at 10
ock the Convention resumed its Sessions, President in the
ir, minutes read and approved.
Do motion it was resolved that in future all resolutions sum-
rising the discussions be submitted to the business Com-
tee by the mover before being put to the Convention.
Un motion, the Secretary was directed to send telegram to
pthodist 8. 8. County Convention of Westmoreland in session
Moncton at this time, extending paternal greetings.
I'he Reformed Episcopal Church Sabbath School of Moncton,
ving applied by letter through Rev: E. Burm, to be identi-
d with the Convention, was, on motion received and enrolled
the list of Convention Schools.
Mr. M. Lindsay, of St. John, made some practical suggestions
to the benefit of employing an agent to travel through the
ntry, visiting Sabbath Schools and stirring them up, starting
hools in neglected districts, and reviving the work generally.
is' object was admitted to be an important one, and was refer-
d to the Business Committee.
n consequence of the errors in the N. ewspaper reports of the
oceedings of Convention, the necessity of having a steno-
apher employed that correct and complete records of the Con-
ntion eould be obtained was discussed, and referred to the
siness Committee to take action upon.
Invitations were extended from Summerside and Yarmouth
ing the Convention to meet at these places next year, after
me deliberation it was decided to accept the invitation from
mmerside, P E. I., and meet at that place next year at such
ne as the Executive Committee shall decide.
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FIFTH SESSION.
Saturday Morning, Sept. 18, 1875.
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The subject for discussion *‘ Helps to Sabbath School Work
by means of Blackboard Exercises, Maps, Religious Literature,
and Lesson Papers,’”” was opened by D. M. Stearns, Esq.
Addresses were delivered on the subject by Messrs. E. D.
King, Archibald, Hilton and Grierson, Rev. J. D. Pope, Sykes,

Dennis. Mr. D. M. Stearns was appointed to summarize thiy

views brought out in the discussion and submitted the following :

1. That the principal helps to Sunday School work are the
study of God's word, looking to the Holy Spirit as our teacher.

2. At the same time let us use all the helps we can get after
we have first obtained a thorough knowledge of the word.

3. The blackboard and maps are very necessary in the school
room and may be used with the most beneficient results.

4. KEver keep in mind that the aim of all Sunday School
work is the conversion of the scholar.

The resolution was adopted, and after singing and prayer
meeting adjourned.

SIXTH SESSION.
Saturday, September 18th, 1875.

2.30 p. m.—Half an hour spent in Devotional Exercises.
3 o’clock President took the chair, meeting opened by singing
and prayer, reading minutes. C. M. Donham, from Portland,
Me., was called upon and addressed the meeting on the subject
of Lesson Papers.

R. McCully requested prayers for the success of the Sunday
Schools of Sussex, N. B.

At the request of F. L. Clements, Esq., Special Prayer was
offered for the recovery of Wm. Power, of Yarmouth, one of
the late Secretaries of the Convention, who was at the present
time dangerously ill.

Several questions from the question box were read and
answered.

The report of the Credential Committee was received which
is as follows :

The number of Delegates which have reported are 88, repre-
senting 103 Schools, with a membership of 1540 Teachers,
17,200 Scholars, and 35,680 volumes in libraries.
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Nova Scotia 39, New Brunswick 38, P. E. Island 7, Ontario
1, United States 3.—88.

Presbyterian 24, Methodist 24, Baptist 20, F. C. Baptist 4,
Congregaticnal 9, Reformed Episcopal 2, Christian 1, Bible
Christian 1, Union 3,—88.

\ A The subject for discussion: *‘The Importance of continuing
Sabbath School Instruction during the Winter,"’ was then opened
by Rev. W. P. Bveritt.

The theme which has been assigned to me to present for discussion
is designed to elicit the views of the Convention in respect to a practice
which prevails wideiy in our rural districts, namely—that of discon-
tinuing Sunday-school instruction through the winter.

The parties principally interested in the discussion are not, however,
present, and therefore it is probable that our time might have been
more profitably employed in considering some other topic,

But let us proceed to the consideration of some of the reasons why
itis important to continue Sunday-school inktruction during the winter.

This duty may be seen to be imperative from the consideration that
the principal and grand aim of the Sunday-school {s to lead the
children to the hearty love and cheerful service of Christ the Lord,
and to instruct them in the doctrines of God’s word, that they may
become intelligent and active members of the Christian church, and
fitted to enter the ranks of the white-robed and glorified ones that
evermore stand in the presence of the King of kings, and offer their
eternal ascriptions of praise.

Now any argument that may be presented for the organization of a
Sunday-school, and for the prosecution of its work for a single Sab-
bath, is an argument for the perpetual continuance for such school
and its work. so long as any material is accessible to operate on, and
any workers can be secured to make efforts,

It is now quite generally conceded that the Sunday-school session is
a gathering of the Church at work in a most important department of
Christian effort, and which myriads of facts incontestibly show, is
constantly receiving the blessing and approval of the Most High,

In the Sunday-school, most frequently does the Holy Spirit honor
the teaching of his word, which 1s his incorruptible seed. Here he
convinces souls of sin, quickens them into new life and sanctifies the
believing.

Of the Sunday-school, may it not be appropriately said as it was of
ancient Zion : *“ This and that man was born in her: and the Highest
himself shall establish her. The Lord shall count when he writeth
up the people, that this man was born there.”
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Burely, if it be proper to estimate a Sunday-school meeting as equal
in importance and interest to other assemblies of the church, may we
not conclude that in regard to it, as well as to other assemblings of

believers on the Lord’s day, the divine injunction applies with an

authority, demanding implicit and constant ohedience : ** Forsake not

the assembling of yourselves together?” And shall any one venture

to assert that this command is not equally obligatory in wint&
and summer?

Furthermore, it seems to us that no reason can be sufficiently cogent
to authorize the suspension of a Sunday-school even for a season,
which would not be equally valid to warrant the suspension of preach-
ing services on the Lord’s day, or prayer-meetings during the week.
For the Sunday-school session is, or ought to be, a preaching, prayer
and praise service combined.

And since we have never learned that any church that suspends
Sunday-school ingtruction during the winter, proposes to dispense
with preaching on the Sunday, or, with the other ordinary services
of the church, we cannot but regard the closing of the Sunday-school
in the winter as a striking inconsistency and a violation of the divine
mandate which requires Christians to * Be not weary in well doing.”

Another reason why Sunday-school instruction should be continued
during the winter, is because an opposite course is Jraught with
mischief and peril.

(a.) Itsinfluence on the church is mischevious. since, as we have
already alleged, it is, in a certain sense, a disobedience of divine
mandates and provokes God’s clispleasure.

The only justification of the course now under animadversion, that
we are aware of having been presented, is the plea that it is difficult
and inconvenient to sustain the school during the inclement season,

But it shou!d be remembered that the founder of our holy religion
declared that one of the prime elements and prominent features of
Christianity is self-denial, and that daily cross bearing is actually
essential to a proper following of Jesus. Therefore, any attempt to
escape the self-denial that Christ’s service demands, is subversive of
the requirements of the Great Master, and instead of tending to mor-
tify the flesh and crucify carnel affection, is really that very ‘ making
provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof,” which the Apostle
Paul condems.

Such a course engenders and fosters selfishness and seeks to convert
the Church into a bower of ease, instead of maintaining it as a school
of instruction and discipline, and a field for spiritual work. It en-
courages the neglect of duty in other departments of church work, and
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begets a general spirit of slothfulness, which finally results in the
church losing to a great extent her spirituality and power.

Thus is the blessed Spirit deeply grieved, and Jesus is wounded in
the house of his friends, and on the church rests that divine maledic-
tion of Jehovah: *Woe unto them that are at ease in Zion.”

(5.) But not only does the church in general suffer, but those who

yMve been Sunday-school teachers are especially ‘njured. They soon
cease to study God's word as carefully and prayerfully as they did
when the duty of preparing to teach operated as a stimulus. Conse-
quently they make little or no advance in the knowledge of the truth.
Their souls cease to hanker sfter the bread of God, and they become
spiritually lean and are nigh starved. Their exhortations and sup-
plications in the prayer and conference meetings are necessarily devoid
of their former power, and no longer tend to the edification of their
brethren, or the awakening of the impenitent. The snow-clad earth
and frozen streams on which their cyes rest in the winter, are but the
type and impressive emblem of th e spiritual winter into which their
souls have entered. They themselves shortly become spiritual ice-
bergs, chilling by their influence and inertia all the surroundings,

But this neglect of duty, on the part of the Sunday-school workers,
is not only fraught with evil to themselves and their fellow church
members, (¢.) but it is liable to be most deleterious on the youth of
the school. The precious and sweet influences of the summer’s in-
struction are likely to be either greatly neutralized or entirely lost
For while Christians may become supine in their efforts, Satan never
ceases to be active. The idle vacations of Christians are the devil’s
most opportune seasons for sowing and reaping. He indulges in no
holiday. Nothing gratifies him more than a cessation from prayer and
work on the part of the church. That is the devil’s golden hour of
opportunity, even as our Lord so pertinent! y expressed it in the parable
*“ While men slept the enemy came and sowed tares among the
wheat.”

It seems to us that if our beloved fellow laborers in the rural dis-
tricts would only ponder this statement of the Great Teacher, that
they could not fail to perceive and feel the necessity for continuous
and persistent efforts to impart instruction to the youth of their res<
pective communities. Could they but realize that the influences
which they have exerted in the Sabbath-school during the summer,
are in danger of being either utterly obliterated, or greatly weakened
by a temporary suspension of their teaching, they would surely pause
and refuse to close their respective schools for five or six months of
the year,

The chemist, in his laboratory, may decompose ponderable bodies
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into certain etheral gases, orinto 1. ‘nute atoms, and the constituent
elements be seperated, and yet he can by his skill, bring them together
again or collect them seperately, so as not to lose an appreciable pon-
derable particle ; but it is not so with the spiritual influences we have
exerted, and which have been neutralized or banished by temptation
and sia,

The sculptor may leave his half finished statue, or the painter hm
incomplete picture, and returning find it as he left it, and ready for
improvement and the finishing touches, but not so is it with the plus-
tic spiritual material on which the Sunday-school teacher labors.

If it be removed from the hand of the spiritual workman even for
a week, and be subject to evil impressions and strong temptations, we
know how fearful sometimes are the results, but how much more peri-
lous must it be to the spiritual interests of a child, whose only
religious instruction, perhaps is received in the Sunday-school, to be
allowed to remain all winter under the tutelage and instruction of the
devil and his emisdaries, Besides all this it must be remembered that
death, the unwearied reaper, gathers not only the bearded stalks of
ripened grain, but even the flowers that grow between.

During the months of winter how often is the snowy shroud of
earth pierced to dig graves for the young as well as the aged, and do
not many of the youth die without hope? According to human prob.
ability, they might have been led to Jesus, and to cherish the well

grounded hope of eternal life, had they received continuous spiritual
instruction.

Who would choose to be in the position of that teacher who is
obliged to stand by the open grave of a scholar who manifested seriouns-
ness under his instruction during the summer, and seemed indeed to
be not far from the kingdom of God, and yet in the winter months
exposed to temptation, and unblessed by pious influence, became care-
less and thoughtless, and at last sickened and died without God and
without hope?

But lastly, and briefly,we would remark that Sunday-school instruc-
tion should be continued during the winter, because for many reasons
it presents a most favorable and premising season for that species
of labor.

The plea that children cannot reach the Sabbath-school without
serious inconvenience is not valid, since we know that they do manage
during the five or six days of each winter week, to reach the very
school house where in the summer they received Sabbath-school in-
struction, and where during the winter they acquire secular knowledge.
They generally attend their winter day school without murmuring.
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They come, too, so statistics prove, in larger numbers thap they did
in the warm weather.

Sunday-school workers who have had experience in teaching schools
in the country in the winter, also affirm that the attendance of children,
though not always of teachers, is in excess of that of the summer,
And though the roads in winter may be covered with snow and ice,

‘”t it is easier to traverse them than during the season of wheeling.
Almost every farm house possesses its capacious sled or pung, which,
like the New York omnibus, has an almost illimitable capacity, there
always being “ room for one more.” So. with very little effort on the
purt of warm-hearted teachers and Christians who love the souls of
the youth, might ull the children of the district be gathered and carried
to the winter Sunday school. Moreover, the long winter evenings
afford much leisure both for teachers and scholars to he spent in the
study of the lessons, and in the reading of library books, and Sabbath-
school papers.

Add to this another fact, whether it be creditable to Christian
churches or not, it is not our province to discuss; the winter, by almost
common consent among severul denominations of Christians, seems to
be regarded as the most appropriate season for holdi ng special and pro-
tracted religious services. If Christian parents and teachers expect
to have their hearts sticred and warmed at such seasons by divine
impulses, surely they will be eager for the opportunity to obtain
access to the hearts and ears of the children But this opportunity is
in no way so easily and naturally provided for them as it is by the
Sunday-schooel session.

But we must close, after having presented some reasons which we
wish might so commend themselves to the consideration of our
country Sunday-school workers, as to influence them to commence
the work of reform in the particular we have been considering.

May the Lord give them and us wisdom and grace to consider our
ways, and to embrace all the golden opportunities that offer of heing
good and doing good, remembering that life is none too long in which
to prepare ourselves and others for eternity, and yet sufficiently long
if we use it according to God’s will. We shall only pass once along
this earthly way, let us make the most of it for ourselves and our
fellows, ever remembering that :

** He liveth long who liveth well !
All other life is short and vain;
He liveth longest who can tell
Of living most for heavenly gain,

He liveth long who liveth well!
All else is being flung away ;
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He liveth longest who can tell
Of true things truely done each day.

Be what thou seemest! live thy creed!

Hold up to Earth the torch divine!

Be what thou prayest to be made;

Let thy Great Master’s steps be thine. P
Fill up each hour with what will last; Y
Buy up the moments as they go:

The life above, when this is past,

Is the ripe fruit of life below.”

SEVENTH SESSION,

Saturday Evening, September 18th, 1875.

A Devotional Meeting was held at half-past seven, presided
over by H. R. Smith, of St. John. At 8 o’clock Convention
opened its last Session, President E. D. King, in the chair,
minutes of last meeting read and approved. Invitations were
read from several Sabbath Schools in the city, asking for
Delegates to visit the schools.

Business Committee reported the following nominations for
members of Executive Committee, who were elected unanimously
by the Convention.

E. D. KING, Esq., Hallfax, N. 8., Chairman.
H. R. SMITH. St. John, N. B., Secretary,

W. B. McNUTT, Halifax, N. 8.

A. PATTERSON, Halifax,N. 8.

M. LINDSAY, 8t. John, N. B.

J. MARCH, St. John,N. B

Hon, CHAS. YOUNG, Charlottetown. P. E. 1.
W. D. STEWART, Charlottetown, P. E 1.
Rev. JAMES MURRAY, ¢ P.E. I

The duties of the Executive Committee, to collect statistics
from all the 8. Schools in the three Provinces, New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, communicate through
the Secretary, with sister organizasions in the Dominion and
other places; encourage the foundation of country Conven-
tions, and when the: state of the finances warrant, employ a
travelling agent, conduct all the basiness of the Convention,
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from the time of its adjournment until it meets again. prepare
a programme, forward blanks and circulars to all schools within
the limits of the Convention, and have all things in readiness
two months, if possible, before the meeting of the Convention
each year.

#'he Business Committee further reports that it is advisable
to have 500 copies of the Report of this Convention to be
printed for circulation among its members, and that the Secre-
tary, H. R. Smith, be a Committee of publication. Report
adopted.

The topic for discussion *‘ How to make the Sunday School
attractive,”’ was opened by J. March, of St. John.

‘ THE SABBATH SCHOOL : WHAT MEANS SHOULD BE EMPLOYED
TO MAKE IT ATTRACTIVE, TO PROMOTE THEREIN THE BEST
ORDER AND GOOD GOVERNMENT; AND, WOULD THE GRAD-
ING OF SCHOLARS IN CLASSES BE AN IMPORTANT AID IN
PERFECTING ITS INTERNAL WORK?”

Such is the topic placed in my hands to open before this Conven-
tion.

The duty of religiously educating the young is so universally con-
ceded, that no argument is needed to demonstrate it. The gpirit that
prompts to this work is the spirit of the Gospel, and its object is ex-
actly that enforced in the great commission given by our Lord and
Master to His disciples, and it is a remarkable historical fact that the
Sabbath School and great Missionary operations of modern times took
on their organic form, and received their impelling power almost at
the same time.

The command of Jehovah to Israel to teach His words diligently
to their children, is felt to be as binding upon God’s peculiar people
now as when first uttered. The words of that command, “thou
shalt teach them diligently,” may be fairly rendered ‘““thou shalt
whet or sharpen My words,”—that is, by a continual and faithial ap-
plication of My sayings thou ““alt prepare them to pierce the under-
standing and heart, so as to take a firm and permauent hold, The

, idea suggested is, that it is only by persevering effort that the end to

be accomplished can be attained. Hence the family of the Israelite
came tobe a school where daily the word of the Lord was made
known; and, lest any should fail in the performance of their duty in
this respect, and the children grow up in ignorance, special occasions
were set apart when all the people, men women and children, were
to come together to hear, to learn to fear the Lord. and observe to do
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all the words of the law; for Moses distinctly shows this to be the

object of these gatherings, when. in the closing words of his in-

junction, he says, ‘‘that the children which have not known anything,

may hear and learn to fear the Lord.” 1In carrying out this charge

the Israelite would use all the stirring events of his nation’s wonder-

ful history to arouse and quicken the faculties of his children, und to

show them the favor which Jehovah had extended to them aw
people.

These events and all the gracious dealings of God with His an-
cient people, and the mysterious and infinite love and condescension
of His Son towards the human family, still form the basis of the re-
ligious education of the young. Upon some the mere recital is suffi-
cient to awaken interest and fill with holy fear, but for many the
whetting and sharpening of these truths must be performed, before
they can see and realize their force and importance. And so we
have to resort to methods by which the attention of the young to the
great concerns of religion may be attracied and secured.

Some children go to the Sabbath School eager to satisfy their
natural desire to see, and hear and move about. Others manifest
little inclination for anything, except mischief; in fact their mental
and moral development seems scarcely to have commenced. All
children have but limited powers of attention, and before any practi-
cal result can be attained, the teacher must adopt means by which
the attention of the scholars can be attracted and habits of continu-
ous attention be ultimately secured. ‘I'o gain this end the senses of
sight and hearing must be called to the aid of the teacher. Activity
is a law of childhood. and therefore occupation for mind and body
must be provided. When children are kept interested by the objects
or subjects presented and the manner of conducting the exercises of
the school, there is no difficulty in securing good discipline.

The prerequisites essential to the growth of a plant are an appro-
priate soil, air, light, sunshine, moisture. Apply these, and the
plant unfolds itself naturally and healthily. Take away these or any
of these, and disease, decay, and death follow. In the same manner
the laws engraven upon the constitution of a child, whether physical,
mental, or moral, are the laws of God, and cannot be disregarded with
impunity., The work of the teacher is to quicken and invigorate the
powers with which he has to deal, by surrounding his scholars with
those influences and incentives, adapted to the unfolding of all their
activities.

Let the place of gathering be light, airy, cheerful in appearance,
and comfortable in feeling. Let the walls be tastefully hung with
good pictures illustrating scripture scenes, and bright, suggestive
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mottoes, teaching scripture precepts. Let there be blackboards for
keeping before the eye the chief points of the lesson, and the best
maps for pointing out the location ot places mentioned in the serip-
ture narrative. Let there be a carefully selected library, ample
enough to meet all the wants of the school, and sufficiently varied in
the character of its contents to ensure its constant and anxious use by
ﬂfor whose service it is provided. Let there be a good organ or
pwno, for leading the voices in the service of sacred song, and see to it
that the singing is performed as unto the Lord, “with the spirit and
with the understanding also.” In brief, let the Sabbath School room
in its appointments embody the highest idea of a model school and a
model home, and yov will have set before the young strong attrac-
tions to be present whenever its doors are thrown open for their
reception.

Having secured such a place of meeting, let your Superintendent
be the right man for the office The Superintendent makes the school,
or unmakes it. If he fails to comprehend his position and the mis.
sion he is called te perform, the school will be a failure; for, though
it is true that the great work of the Sabbath School is performed in
the class. yet without the force and energy of the efficient Superin-
tendent, planning, directing, counselling and controlling all, much, if
not all the work, will prove labor in vain. Some one has likened him
to agreat water-wheel in some extensive manufactory, where the eye is
dazzled and confused by the mass of machinery. Long lines of shafting
and wheels overhead, belts turning complicated machinery full of gear-
ing, wheels, cylinders, cams and conducting rods, spindles from whose
points flies the thread to fill nimble shuttles leaping back and forth
and leaving at each flight a twisted thread to be woven into the web.
But of what avail all this without the great water-wheel to generate
the power by which all is set and kept in motion? The Superiutend-
entthus becomes, like his Lord, the servant of all—serving by setting
others to work and helping them in the performance of it. His
cheery smile should greet every scholar; he should know each one by
name, and win them all by his tender loving words. A humble, hearty,
self-sacrificing Superintendent—one who is willing to serve, de-
voted to his work, and whose generous sympathies go out to all
with Whom he comes in contact—will prove a great attraction to the
young, aud hold teachers and scholars alike to the duties of the Sab-
bath School.

Next come the teachers, and without them the foregoing attractions
will be of little practical service. Of what use is the great tumb-
ling water-wheel and the flying belts and rattling gear, if the spindles
give off no wool or the shuttles leave no thread in the warp. The
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truth must be' brought into contact with the heart of the learner, or
the beautiful fabric of a holy life will never be wrought. And this is
the work of the teacher. How simple, tender, winning, loving, hum-
ble, earnest, good and wise he must be to be successful, we have
had set before us in the papers, addresses and resolutions al-
rendy submitted to this Convention, and in proportion as he is all
these he will attract and hold his scholars.

But there is one element—and that the grandest, the noblest, 'zs.”
best—without which the teacher may plan and toil in vain. He must
embue all who are placed under his care with the fact that his every
effort has for its end and aim their salvation. Coming to his class
from his closet his scholars ought to be able to realize from hi« look,
his words, and his acts, that something more than their mental or
moral improvement is sought to be attained. They are under-shep-
herds. to care for and lead the lambs of the flock to the Great Shep-
herd; and if the scholars only once realize this and are led to give
themselves to Jdsus, there will be little need of much machinery to
keep them interested in the Sabbath School. This point being ever
kept in view, there is yet another worthy of consideration.

Systematic efforts in the conduct of the Sabbath School will prove
a powerful attraction, ’

Where the Superintendent, teachers, pastor and church members
are all at work carrying forward carefully devised and definitely
laid out plans—the outcome of the Holy Spirit’s teachings—the child-
ren cannot fail to be interested. Hearty, steady, earnest co-operation
will result in a progressive improvement in the scholarship of the
teachers and in the quality of instruction, and, consequently, in the
hold the Sabbath School will have upon the minds and hearts of the
young. The best methods of teaching must be studied and employed,
for, even where the teacher does not comprehend the philosophy of
education that underlies those methods, the use of them will produce
far better results than could be attained without them. The manner
of learning, as well as the facts and truths acquired, develops the
mind and disciplines its powers in habits that influence all its subse-
quent attainments. We cannot add new faculties to the mind by
these methods, nor materially change the manner of its development,
but we can and ought to surround it with influences adapted to
awaken its slumbering energies and thus increase its power of
action.

And this naturally leads me, in closing, to refer to the benefit that
may be secured by a judicious classification of the scholars in the
classes, If the scholars are properly classified, the instruction can
be given to all as to one individual,~no time being lost to the major-
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ity by the necessity of special! instruction to a few who are not sufli-
ciently advanced to prefit by the teaching and study in the class,
Then, the good feeling, which ought to prevail among the members
of a class, is likely to be greatly promoted, their attention to special
work more readily secured, and their advancement in the knowledge
of God’s word to be more certain where the ages and attainments of
scholars are about on a par. Further, in the preparation of the
tesson the teacher, instead of having to study his subjeet from the
stand points of a diversity of receptive and retentive minds. can, if
his ¢lass is properly classified, at once bend all his powers to the prep-
aration of just one kind of mental and moral food, and that such as he
knows is adapted to the wants of those who come before him, and the
result must necessarily be that a greater amount of truth will be
fastened upon their hearts and conscicnees during the hour of study
in a class, than would be possible if no such classification existed. By
this means also a system of promotions could be established by which

* the older scholars would be retained in the school, who, otherwise.

would pass out from under Sabbuth School influence. It is a most
deplorable fuct that the majority of the youth belonging to the families
of our church members do not imbibe in our Sabbath Schools that
taste for the study of the Bible which they should, and this arises in
a large degree from the absence of that gradation of study which is
caleulated to carry them forward from one point of mental and moral
strength to another. In our day schools such an arrangement is
carefully provided, and the more thorough the classification and grad-
ing of pupils the more attractive does the school become, and the less
desire is evidenced to give up the work of study until a first-class outfit
is provided for carrying on the active engagements of life, The re-
ligious and moral phases of child nature, like its physical and mental,
require a gradual building up until they are fina!ly established, and the
more complete the individual steps by which this is reached the more
permanent will be the results obtained.

I have thus hastily glanced at some of the means by which our
Sabbath Schools may be made more attractive. The brief time at my
disposal has forbidden my treating the subject with the justice its im«
portance demands, but I have, perhaps, refered to asufficient number
of points to open it up for your discussion.

Neat, comfortable, attractive and properly equipped school rooms;
an energetic and great hearted Superintendent ; teacehers capable of
measuring the wants and capacities of their scholars, of awake-
ning and gaining their sympathies and confidence, of alluring them
to habits of quick observation, and close attention to minute points,
and sharp discrimination between the true the and false, who know
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how to inculcate the habit of thought and to draw out expression; and
a division of labor so as to reach ull capacities,~these are, to my mind,
some, at least, of the methods by which scholars may be attracted and
held, and the highest resu'ts be achieved.

By following out such a course, the powers of the mind and
heart will become active and vigorous, the judgment grow muature
and relable, the affections and sensibilities become lively and M
ponsive; there will be quick discernment to discriminate between
the right and wrong, the substuntial and the unreal, good and evil.

* Go, work in My Vineyard to-day !
The call is the Master’'s command,
To chose for our labor the way,
And to do the work nearest at hand ;
To clamber the rugged hili-side,
And lead little strugglers along,
Their weak, stumbling footsteps to guide,
And teach them hard lessons in song.

The thorns that entangle the feet,
And trip those who e4arnestly run;
The brambles that hinder the fleet,
Before the high summit is won,
Our mission shall be to remove;
To clear every hindrance away,
And with a sweet spirit of love,
Work on in the Vineyard eacn «uy,

To gather the flowers that spring
By waysides where tender feet climb,
And sweet strains of melody bring
To cheer with their musical chime.
Where patience, our watchword, is found,
And labor s faithiuily done,
Fresh chaj.lets will surely abound
Until the L (I harvest iy won,

The President said he found he had a few moments left
before he took his departure from St. John. He then spoke
from the text, ‘‘ Henceforth there is laid up for us a crown of
righteousness,”” and then bade farewell to all members of the
Convention present.

A hymn was sarg and prayer offered for journeying mercies
to the President and all members who are about to leave St. John.
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The discussion on the subject was opened by Mr. Marsh, and
in which the following delegates took part: Rev. Mr. Pope,
Leinster Street Church; Rev. Mr. Adams, of Maine ; Rev. Mr.
Wood, of Ontario ; Mr. I. Duvar ; Rev. Mr. Parsons, of Boston.

Rev. Mr. Pope, of Leinster Street Church, was requested to

pare a resolution embodying the discussion on the svbject.
The resolution, as received and adopted, is as follows :—

Resolved, That to make our Sabbath schools attractive and effect
their great design, we need cowafortable, pleasant, well furnished
rooms, intelligent, greathearted superintend nts. faithful,devoted, well
trained teachers, a regular and general attendance of the church mem-
bers old and young, and a persistent, never ceasing seeking the salva-
tion of souls, accompanied with the free exercise of faith, hope, love,
and every grace, and the full development and perfection of Chris-
tian character,

The following motion of thanks was unanimously adopted by
the Convention :

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to the
people of St. John for their kind reception, and also to the Pastor and
members of Leinster Street church, aad to the different railway and

steamboat companies which conveyed the delegates to their homes at
reduced fares,

After which the Convention adjourned to meet next year in
Summerside, P. E. L.

Mass MEETING OF SABBATH ScHooL CHILDREN.

Sunday afternoon at 4 o’clock a Mass Meeting of Sabbath
School children was held in the Centenary Church, presided
over by M. Lindsay, Esq. Addresses were delivered by Rev.
Mr. Wood, of Ontario, and Rev. H. M. Parsons.

FAREWELL MEETING.

A Farewell Meeting was held in the eveniag at 8 o’clock in
the Centenary Chureh. A. W. Marsters, Esq., occupied the
chair. There was a large audience present and the meeting was
an interesting one. Rev. M. Wood was the first speaker. In
the course of some appropriate remarks on the close of the Con-
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vention he urged the necessity for more urgent prayers for
God’s blessing on Sabbath Schools.

Rev. Mr. Parsons was the next speaker In referring to the
purposes of the Convention he spoke of the necessity of a more
diligent and searching study of the Scriptures, both in the
Sabbath School and Congregation; for thereim lay the bed"
of the knowledge of God and the unbinding of the chains of sin
and error. He specially urged the giving up of one preaching
service in the Church to make room for a Bible lesson in which
the congregation should take an equal part with the minister.

Rev. W. V. Feltwell bade the delegates an affectionate fare-
- well, trusting the impressions they had made would be lasting
and tend to the advancement of Clrist's Kingdom.

Mr. Grierson of Halifax, did not want to say farewell, seeing
that they in Ha\ifai had hold of one hand of Jesus, while we in
St. John had hold of the other, and under such circumstances
the people of both places could not be far apart; he wanted to
see more energy and greater sacrifices in carrying out God's
purposes.

Rev. R. J. Cameron expressed the hope that the cities of St.
John and Halifax would unite to extend the power of the cross,
and hoped all would go home with the resolve to be more
faithful in the cause of the Master.

At the conclusion of the meeting the delegates came forward
on the platform, and joined hands while they sang the hymn
beginning

‘“ Blest be the tie that binds,”’
After which the Benediction was pronounced and the Con-
vention closed.
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CONSTITUTION.

ART. I. This organization shall be known as the SABBATH

~ ScrooL TrACHERS' CONVENTION OF THE MARITIME PROVINCES,

ArT. II. The object of this Convention shall be to seek to
give increased efficiency to our Sabbath Schools, and to advance
by every practicable means the Sabbath School cause generally
within the limits of the organization.

ArT. III. This Convention shall be composed of all Pastors
of Churches and Superintendents of Sabbath Schools connected
with the various evangelical denominations within its limits,
who shall be members ex officio, and of delegates from all the
Sabbath Schools, 8. 8. Societies, S. 8. Teachers' Associations,
and within such limits each of which shall be entitled to be
represented by one delegate.

Arrt, IV. The officers of this Convention shall consist of a
President, two or more Vice Presidents, a Secretary, two
Assistant Seeretarys, and a Treasurer, who, together with five
other members, shall constitute an Executive Committee, all of
whom shall be elected annually, in such manner as the Conven-
tion may designate immediately after its annual meeting shall
have been called to order. These officers shall continue in office
until their successors are appointed. Five members of this
Committee to constitute a quorum.

* ART. V. There shall be an Annual meeting of this Conven-
tion held at such time and place as shall have been previously
determined and designated by the Executive Committee, when
the Secretary and Treasurer shall report, the officers shall be
chosen, and any other appropriate business transacted.

ArT. VI. The Executive Committee shall have power to
make By-Laws for their own government, provided that such
By-Laws be not inconsistent with this Constitution.

Art. VII. This Constitution may be amended at any
Annual Meeting, with the concurrence of two-thirds of the
members present.




