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FIFTH ANNUAL
N. S.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION.tNP
in, N. B.
, P. E. I. 1
in, N. B. \ 
ix, N. S. 
w, N. S. 1 !

>

FIRST SESSION.

[HE Fifth Annual Sunday School Convention 
i of the Maritime Provinces was held in the Leinster 
1 Street Baptist Church, St. John, N. B., Thursday, 

September 16th, 1875.
The Convention met at 2 o’clock, P. M., and Rev. J. D. 

Pope, Pastor of the Church, conducted the devotional 
At half past two the President, W. D. Stewart, of Charlotte- 

Lown, P. E. I., took the chair, and called the Secretary, H. R. 
Smith, of St John, N. B., to his place. After singing, read­
ing Scriptures, and prayer, the President made the following 
opening address :

exercise1.
N B. 
N. S.
E. I.

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT STEWART.
in, N. B. My Dear Brethren and Fellow Laborers,

I most sincerely thank God, and congratulate you, that we are again 
permitted to meet in Convention, and see each other face to face after 
the laspe of another year. To-day we assemble as the fifth annual 
Convention in this city, in which we were at first organized. And 
hs each Annual Meeting has been held, each of our last appeared thé 
pest—all have been beneficial—whilst each has its particular character­
istic. And now, as we look back upon the past, and behold the

«

N, S. 
N.B.

athway over which God has led us, and anticipate the future of our 
rork in the Sabbath School, our hearts exclaim in adoring gratitude 
what hath God wrought for us.”
Coming up hither seeking strength, encouragement—seeking help, 

le light of God’s countenance—seeking information from each other, 
« ■ the presence of the Holy Spirit, I most sincerely trust that every

' nticipation may be fiilly realized, and that

N S

E. /.
IT ‘1 Ml If

“ n : we may anew con­
secrate our hearts and lives—may anew enter into our covenant en-

X

I
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1 gagemcnts with our Master, such glimpses be had of the glorious re­
ward of the faithful worker, that we may be constrained in ecstacy of 
joy to say with one of old, “ Master it is good for us to be here.”

The work which has been accomplished by the different schools J 
represented at this Convention since last we met, will be submitted I 
by the delegates charged with that duty for their several schools.

Our Secretary will place before us, previous to the close of tMkS^ The President w 
session, a tabular statement showing our numerical strength and iJ/S i ^resident W 
different denominations represented strength, and the thanked the memt

As far as the Executive Committee have been able, and to the best h0ped the labors of 
ability of our brethren in St. John, all has been done which could be ment of Sabb4tb Sc
undertaken to make this Convention successful in every particular. Buti mittees were then
to ensure so desirable an end each member must contribute his part, i MoA. Hutchings 1 

The subjects which shall occupy the attention of the Convention, and i l Hargrave, W.
r’ Hh arer8Ur W1" b° mtelligently aud ably presented to you W D Stewart Th< 

; by the brethren whom you have entrusted to open, will also be open I w • lh
fqr discussion, and if pursued in a spirit of inquiry and pointedness I tin<*>uraging repo
will be profitable and edifying; and here permit me to suggest to my ’ ent Sabbath Schoo
dear brother who may succeed me, that he be watchful that each mo- T Superintendent of I

! b<'/Ully °ccut)ied> that irrelavent matter be excluded, and that city), reported: the
11 the "b,eM k * - «I-» « vol-mes h

And now, my dear l’tllow-Iaborers, allow me most heartily to thank 
you for your kindness, charity, and the hearty support received at 
your hands as your President. I esteem it a high honor aud will 
cherish the recollections of this year with kindest memories until 
life’s close.

H.B
J. W
W. A

Tho!

W.

the aeries of lessons 
He said that the s 
which supported 

Rev. W. V. Feltv 
Church Sabbath S(

A committee to nominate officers for the Convention was - ar8' now they had 1( 
j appointed, consisting of Messrs. A. W. Masters and J. March, 0416(1 4 thorough i
I St. John; E. D. King and John Grierson, Halifax; and W. There were too mt

W. •Stumbles, Jr., Charlottetown. They retired and a short I them. If the right 
, time after reported the following nominations for officers, who would be better to tu 

| ; were elected by acclamation Rev. Mr. Hickso
that six scholars had 

J. Peppard, from ] 
, of Sabbath School w 

Mr. King, of the 
; said they had 150 

During the year a re' 
Nearly 30 had mad 
several instances of c

am

President :
E. D. King, Halifax.

Vice-Presidents:
Hon. Chas. Young, Charlottetown. 
J. Eckkrsley, Halifax.
A. W. Masters, St. John.
M. Lindsay, “ “
W. G. Mathewson, New Glasgow.

s
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glorious re- Secretaries :
in ecstacy of H. R. Smith, St. John.
î here.” | J. W. Smith, Halifax,
rent schools I W. W. Stumbles, Charlottetown.
* submitted I Treasurer:
schools. J Thos. S. Simms. St. John.
lose °f Whe President was then conducted to the chair, where he 
g h, and the ( thanked the members for the confidence reposed in him and 

hoped the labors of the Convention would tend to the advance­
ment of Sabbath School work throughout the Provinces. Com­
mittees were then appointed: On Devotions—J. Grierson, J 
MoA. Hutchings T. P. Davies; Credentials-A. Patterson, J. 
Hargrave, W. W. Stumbles, Jr. Business-A. W. Masters, 
W. D. Stewart, Thos. S. Swims, J. March, H. H. Crosby.

Encouraging reports were given by delegates from the differ­
ent Sabbath Schools which they represented. Mr. Lindsay, 
Superintendent of the St. Andrew’s Church School (of this 
city), reported: the number of scholars is 140, teachers, 22 

by the call g with 400 volumes in the library. Great interest was shown in 
the senes of lessons now being given on the life of our Saviour. 
He said that the school had a Juvenile Missionary Society, 
which supported and educated two orphans in India.

Rev. W. V. belt well said a year ago the Reformed Episcopal 
Church Sabbath School of this city started with fifteen schol- 

ntion was ar8> now fchey had 100 scholars, with nine teachers. He advo- 
J. March, ^ted a thorough examination of Sabbath School libraries, 
i and W. There were too many books of a trashy nature admitted to 
d a short them. If the right sort of books could not be obtained, it 

would be better to use Sabbath School papers.
Rev. Mr. Hickson from the Carleton Baptist School, said 

that six scholars had recently professed religion.
J. Peppard, from Londonderry, N. S., gave a cheering report 

of Sabbath School work in his vicinity.
Mr. King, of the Granville Street Baptist School, Halifax, 

said they had 150 scholars, and an average attendance of 111. 
During the year a revival with marked results had taken place, 
Nearly 30 had made a profession of religion. He recorded 
several instances of conversion—the results of prayer.

/

1 to the best 
ch could be 
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t^TJ:ZlZ «"JSP Ch*“«-»w-, arid (I«d «h. meeting „
from the highways Th« hïï^ ’ '"** 8-thered P^, «f St. Job,

Rev j n T; 7 ï d a“ average tendance of 140. had sung the hymScL wtk W^t™ di'tr ”ere Ty !“lu.re8 inS*bb"b kh,i,„,„ briefly « 
in pr«ntinr^îh to ^r^*W“^0D"d"e*lM* '"»»■“'< «'M on 
earnest manner °f lhe W * *>«* a-ÿ.^eleome to the vi,

p.«.rfLLArP,^i“rey'-,-w- sih “dJ-
oomphahed in eo„n«tiTS Z+S*E*Z'"°rk ~ ^ *b° “=d"

i„"-thu«.®yarThercrep“ ,bi st <** z*S£s:

Si=£F-"f s:i: ïBS2fc
Sabbath School work that th? 11 ^ V™ eDgaged i» «X) delegates, and 
version of mk ® aU ,mp°rtaDt oh^ WM the con- and to the influence

& ^ rasrs

interesting statistics of the school in ^tter gave some the congregation ar

thew-sPmsbvterian clLh 1*22 extended to£^ird,,2°*--Pr&Œ: e*ofthe^

lt'!8inh7wTmilt»rePOrtod. ‘b“ “*“*»"»«. had b«„

" “ k preced<,d by D-votionU

-XîrïïEÏSZÏÏ XhT "ope” * 
tSS7 8-r “““

prayer.

ful than they could t 
the hospitality of the 
of the Convention, t 
asked the prayers of 
of the Convention.

Mr. M. Lindsay wi 
the welcome from 
Schools. He bade t 
He greeted them 
it afforded to men to 
common work. The; 
with greater vigor af) 
Sabbath school teach 
men.” Though the 
was admitted that th< 
ifieationa required to < 
a visit he had paid to

as

5 o'clock, after singing and

1
WELCOME MEETING.

CVmV ??Tf Welc°m®t0 Dek«atea was hold in Centenaiy 
C durqh, at half past seven, Rev. Mr. Parsons of St. John, N.
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îtown said lead the meeting in Devotional Exercises. At 8 o’clock Wm 
co8f MO Peters, of St John, took the chair, and after the congregation
în SawLh rt Ung ,theflhymD’ “Work for the is coming,” the ,, 

Ï Cbairm*n b"efly the P"^86 object of the Conven­
ir ^ aDd 03 ?d °n ^ Hl Pope’ who delivered an address of 11 
direct ani^leome to the visitors on behalf of the clergy and citizens.

th u a r 5® Tfidenî m myin8 that every Minister in the city bade
f work ac ChriL8 ^ A WelC°me8' „He WelC0med them M 8orvants of 

work ac- Chnst, who under a great Master were workers in a common
, ,K . jcause—-the educating of a world of youth for Christ Those en-

l s Church fgaged in Sabbath work had a trust scarcely less important than
hem and a , «f Ministers of the Gospel. He spoke of his visit to the Inter-

ng. He ? national Sabbath School Convention at Philadelphia, with its
’ fvfdm m, fe]Tte\ and referred 40 the many intereatfl ^presented, 

the con- and to the influences which spread from that gathering. He
r • lv I, concluded by extending to the visitors a cordial welcome.
Linklight- ï Judge Young on behalf of the delegates responded thanking 

some the congregation and the citizens of St John for the hearty 
i . Mat- welcome extended to the delegates through Rev. Mr. Pope. He 
nterpnses spoke of the beauty of the scenery about St. John, more beauti- 
the Hali- ful than they could show even in P. E. Island, and refeired to 
. ,, - ™e hospitality of the citizen, here. He referred to the character
T °fLthje L°nventlon’ the work they were seeking to advance, and
that the asked the prayers of the people that God would bless the labors 

? sessions of the Convention.
ing ha’f- Mr. M. Lindsay was called upon and presented to the delegates 
evotional the welcome from the Superintendents of the City Sabbath 

Schools. He bade the delegates a warm and cordial welcome, 
open air He greeted them as workers, and spoke of the encouragement 

V meet- it afforded to men to meet together and advise one another in a 
common work. They returned to their work with more zeal and 
with greeter vigor after such a conference. Ho had heard the 
babbath school teachers likened to a sort of “religious police- 
men. Though the term was, perhaps, not appropriate, still it 
was admitted that there was a good deal of tact and varied qual­
ifications required to conduct a Sabbath School. He referred to 
a visit he had paid to a Dublin Sabbath School and the impres-

■ave

9.

?ing and

entenary 
i, N. B.,
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this dav & HcXT*’ TS** ^ and/ere a heIP to him «"til mitted to us the gr 
this day. He spoke of the necessity of a wholesome literature In saving and lead
to put into the hands of Sabbath School children, and of the Country. If we ha 

welcome.mi,81C' H° °°noludei by biddi”g the guests a hearty With our whole soi

heÜrtvDwelmWart’ fj8q,^e8ponded> 00rdially thanking all for tty ^nsibi% resting 
hearty welcome oxtendad to them. There were times in their' tachers in bringing
couravPdXhhlChfabbath S?°°!labouren’ were cheered and en- frho came herefntl 

aged beyond measure, by a look, a word or shake of the hand, steadfast desire t<
m^ moresobyageneral and frieniily intercourse on the work in ;aged. He welcom
tent to w* re;m Thf6 Were many who were °ot con- rith whom they wer
»rowweZaadf aV\ Tre8U,tlt° G°d- but who were apt to Eight be an influem 
grow weary and languish. To such a kind and cheering word and Mr. John Griersoi
andTtT t0 T re8U,t.t0 God was of inestimable value, fed. He said he was 
of tht nem°n he’[ ^ reJ01Cingl It was the men and women Parsons, of Boston,
though toerem2h £ Jr 40 make COuntry ^a‘. and Parsons was one of 

Î* ? ertDt V16WS of 8ecular education, it ever saw, and he ask

to whteh i W teach™g tho 006 «rand central figure Remained in the city,to which children no matter of what denomination were to be triking remarks on
fotendentimdte^h60^ duties of the Sabbath School Super- ™
of wadZ nhd fk™’ he n^88,ty of ch008in«roen and women iis hearers.
I”™ Ch.ee,!ul heaftf to 611 these positions, and who would The President of tl
Rmrfe hT^ and pleasant pluce- He agreed with o all present toatten

0n the ntC68aity of cultivating in the Sabbath ind ask ^d the prayers
verted to hlim T 5*. Cl°eing an >dd™ he ad- end to the advaZm
I fove for God P ,mPre88ing iDt0 the miDd8 of ycnth After singing and

Mr Jobn * Irrine, President of the Y. M. C. Association, 
presented a welcome to the delegates on behalf of the Sabbath 
SchoolChildren of our city. He had hoped to see the galleries 
crowded on this occasion with Sabbath School Children to wel- 
oome the delegation by their presence and cheerful songs. He 
welcomed the delegates as friends, those who came to do good
“l10 tog6ther 10 work and save
souls. The Sabbath School was a nursery of the Church, and
the bjtter «inducted were our Sabbath Schools the more would 
our Churches prosper. The more faithful were we to the trust com-

The Convention mi 
[>ent half an hour in I 
!• D. King took the ( 
limites of last meeti 
A letter received f 
faring free use of th 
«opted, with thanks
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__ . ,. an earnest purpose we should
all - 5^ely succeed in our work. Did we realize the important re-

lg al! t0rLth|/T0?,blllty re8tin« uP°n U8 of working as live Christians and 
nes in their teachers in bringing souls to Christ. He believed that all those 

, , ho ««me here in this work did so with praying hearts and with
aUhehand, a steadfast desire to advance the work in which they were en- 
the work in gaged He welcomed them to the homes of the Christian people 
3re not °°n* £lth "horn they were to remain during their stay, and hoped they 
irere apt to tmght be an influence for good to many families, 
tg word and , Mr John Grierson, of the Halifax Industrial School, resfcond- 
able value, fed. Ho said he was called upon to speak in the absence of Mr. 
and women {Parsons, of Boston, who had been expected this evening. Mr. 
great, and Parsons was one of the best looking and best Yankees that he 
location, it |yer saw, and he asked the people to go and hear him while he 
ntral figure Remained m the city. Mr. Grierson then offered a few plain and 
were to be Striking remarks on some texts of Scripture which he selected,
ool Super- ns earnest manner and utterance commanding the attention of 
md women ns hearers.
vho would The President of the Convention extended a warm invitation

° f fT?t0ettend the meetin«in the Leinster Street Church ie Sabbath md ask'd the prayers of the congregation that their deliberations 
ess he ad- lend to the advancement of the work in which they were engaged.

After smgmg and prayer by Rev. Mr. Parsons, the large 
ongregation was dismissed.

sred and en- ;

s of youth l

ssociation, 
3 Sabbath 
e galleries 
an to wel- 
>ngg. He 
o do good 
and save 
irch, and 
ore would 
rust oo m-

SECOND SESSION.
m, „ . . Friday Morning, Sept 17th, 1875.
Ihe Convention met in Leinster Street Baptist Church, and 

ipent half an hour in Devotional Exercises, after which President 
r D Kin« kx* the Chair and called The Convention to order. 
Minutes of last meeting read by Secretary, and approved.
A letter received from President of Y. M. C. Association, 

tiering free use of their rooms to the Delegates, was read and 
ooepted, with thanks.
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Afhe fo!l?wing additional reports were received.

aa orderly aod .«entire, ,„d the »hool p^entJtp “,'p^
wTZTm '”,*•the,»f "» <*»Churches. TS* ZSSK’ 

fcliûm T ^ **» °f the Charlottetown Prince Street|esPon8ibilityor negl 
TA that 8ch001 wa8 divided h*» three départi11 le 18ad and >•

men^ the S'ble classe8, ïntermediate, and infantclaae, the whole trCD!8 d° not rece
number of scholars was 603, average attendance 423 teach Pr,»Qnt*.are quite 8at
«Mhernttobet of ,h« iibrary m The ^
^11 the teafhprS°nai7VPUT0lieS ^™g th® ,88t year •,<KK>-00.|uty oftbe church to 

in SkST ? ChuLrch members and vei7 much interestedê,uragement8»ndlik
£*£* ^,ort',Dd ■** - ™ * •«•-fcï;

Jther reported enoon^y* the Khool, „ theilTj,"^

town'Tw^l'kdZ>°f.the d!ke“”' Jld8° T°"”« "f Charlotle-ILÜT, 
town was called upon to read a paper which he had prepared. *an'-»ud as such he

TIIE DUTY OF THE CHURCH IS to ATTEND TO THE|“in«'—therefore, Wbi 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF THE YOUNG ji and gW>d deeds’ 0

This tonic <« t y f°r once’but for twice, made grave mistakes, faction may be imo

r™E£EErB5E5SlF;subjects for thought, and I trust the discussion that will foilow will bjboris not tannin fa :

le means of élucida 
iay be found in the 
The Church of the 

name

a
11
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of wo* ^rsKCSsr 1",orm,,ton' - -*** -

although the! The Churoh of 1116 living God is supposed to consist of nh*i.n
* of ohiMrooh'rsf ■■ *«■ «O rSthinrx

Jool present^àpep responsibility as well a* * nn<.m ^ ,me ** we** M abroad—a 
Ihurohes. of the Church; and woe be ^totoemif^theylnnk
Prince fltreetle8t,onsibilltyor neglect their duty. y k fr0Inthe
three depart-!11 *8 elwd and lamentable fact that many children of

423, teachers! Sunday Schooto^and *'uh "‘em*,fea bT "ending their offipring 

be school hajiacher. d T2ÏÏL *‘’î° °MwhoZ

ward;” and if such be the case with t 1
rfPh ■ ■■ ■*"""■»■» a» aS

” Charlotte. 1 A nghteoo. man to one who torn and serve. r.„.i __ _ 
Prepared. he dealre. to he naetol Lt^TlTn^to

moataocepmbie to thetr

SSSS£sF=zSSSaa my namegoeaengera of love and mercy, and éSum tu-mV ZHZÜi ll"to
“• --- 5ïsr 6~‘-

e mistakes, f ruction may be ‘ 
sertion— thatPHty.

a prosperou

bools in theii

NG.

‘ant Classes ;< 
e in a simlla 
■ been blesser /

when it
imparted to the young through thtii taro^en-

ar,

Solomon adds that there will be
a sure reward to him that sowethootradiction 

eeded to en-_ SSSSSSSfJwa
ZTe” ottdd r loun;lre'by 0Ur

*•* wm b'*b°rl* Bot to r^o In the ImH; nnd

required

■_ _ _ _ J
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mS?^!ni°^ïy:thTWh0recelve Instruction, by having thci*>bD, Messrs. Pat=*“- —1

We also say in the profit gained; those of ns engaged in sowic

jr“«" t "z* - «h-«. to»p.A risriïïfÆ
K»?SÏ3i£»3K^^£L*T- ,

stmch^nnf ,?Urch fU,,fl"8 ita dutyln attending to the religious 1 

And now lastly as regards the glorious results that follow. Wberf Meetlng adJ°urne

MSÎSSrtïîîdmrto'-«—a
eessary to enumerate them.

refe,r!ed *? the plmure and profits derived from instruc Ito” haîî foTow ’.Th etlrn,ty a,°ne wm reveal the glorious reeultl 

arffowl ? eff0rte put forth by the Church. How man I Convention met atow ln the Church, how many are now in the ministry and hov»ses • 3 o'clock P« 
many are now in the Better Land, who would have never teen inanC La ’ aof these glorious positions, were it not for the religious lnstructioif a l appr°Ve<1,

Mrs;?**1- w™da«—^4AiTi:
.J'!e Church °f Christ knows its duty with regard to the young, if1egretting his inabili 
ariseinllT^T d° more-lind with God’s blessing it wiJead from a Sunday-!
fu Iv bv aZ2enï tK rrr and fulfil1 ite duty yet more faithlonvention. Preside

louth, and Mr. Pi

Mr. Patterson, h 
^bodying the sen 
itted the followinj

are benefi

l-ResoZeed, That it 
Etedience to his com 
(fcn to the instructioi 
Fought to a knowle 
le obligation is bint 
I ministers, offlce-b

ill be prepared for t 
ted to become citizt

ho self-evident, that it is unn

T, . . , e'om these Conventic
ihe meeting was thrown open for discussion of the subjectfhe last meeting in 

five mmutes being allowed each speaker. W. D. Stewart, Esq.&bors of Rev. A. B. 
ot Charlottetown, Rev. Messrs. Feltwell and Everett, of sjbout 200 souls.

1 \

m
m
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by having thei*>hn, Messrs. Patterson, Grierson, and Major Theakston of 
isonlng powenjalifax, Messrs. Hilton, Archibald and McGregor, of Yar­
ds of instancesjouth, and Mr. Fawcett, of Sackville, took part in the discus-

'ard in the plei 
o are benefitte

Ion.
Mr. Patterson, having been appointed to frame a resolution 
abodying the sentiments brought out in the discussion, sub­

aged in eowin Jetted the following, which was unanimously adopted : 
etter acquainted JfcsoZced, That it is the imperative duty of Christ’s Church, in 
satisfaction thufltn dience to his command to teach all nations, to give special atten- 
ourduty. Andfcn to the instruction of the young, in order that they may be early 
tiy their gettin»ought to a knowledge of the truth, as it is in Christ Jesus. That
hrt. i , g°°'le obli8ation is binding on all who belong to the Church, whether 
ny their hatre as ministers, office-bearers, parents, or professed believers in Christ, 

w, by shunninSat there are special calls to the faithful to the discharge of this duty 
tps and snare* the present time, when many run to and fro »nd knowledge is in- 
ilso gain animA-eased, in order that secular instruction may be sanctified by faithful 
good, and lea*>ligious training, as it is only by this means that the youth of our land 

, _,n bc Prepared for the duties of good citizens in this world, and be
e religious inlted to become citizens of the Heavenly Kingdom of our Lord and 
profit, gained^ viour Jesus Christ, 

nberi.

X

à Meeting adjourned at 12.30, with singing and prayer.
'ollow. Whei 
ng in time and 
liât it is unneci

THIRD SESSION.
orious result'll i Friday Afternoon, Sept 19th, 1875.
>• How man;I Convention met at half-past two ; half hour devotional exer- 
Irtij, and hoifSees ; 3 o’clock, President in the chair, minutes of last session 
er been in an4j Bad and approved.

i”o£r*5|A letyr was £eadby Secretary from Rev. Geo. A. Peltz, 
§* New Jersey, President of International 8. S. Convention, 

he young. jffie£retting his inability to attend the Convention. A letter was 
'leasing it wi#6*d from a Sunday-School declining to send a delegate to the 
etmorefalthfonvention. President King, Rev. Mr. McGregor, and J. D. 
iing, and thu^rohibald of Yarmouth, spoke of the great benefits derived 

these Conventions and of the happy results that followed 
the subject!Pie last meeting in Yarmouth, which, supplemented by the 
ewart, Esq.s ibors of Rev. A. B. Earle, was the means of the conversion of 
erett, of Sd dx>ut 200 souls.

om
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Su«ri„te£t/âLdT "1°”’ n Qï,lil”ti”'9 «"J d-ti=s «y be enabled to aay 
» permtendents and Teachers, was opened by A. Pattersojou knowestthatl

pThe truly devoted 
lied by .Jesus to fei 
3 work. He shout 
*rk—that he is an ar 
t still be a circle of

Although the special function is to superintend not to t„.„.h „ fruction 8,1(1 titled i
order that he mav superintend well he «boni l l ’ i aLl1’ yet '■ the importance of i 
* able toth^hoo, '
ins duty is to see that all under him are doin* th«tr J ? “ sh,l8 8aid> “The Sabbal
this efficiently he should be competent to neribrm tV 1 m 1 nentl Levites were 
I will therefore speak first of the Qualification . - , ' 1,1,68himse| I iployedin aiding th< 
in our Sabbath School should possess assuming th Mh* 8<K>d t6aChl Iople throughout tt 
cations should characterize the efficient luneri„t! ? ? .qUa,il Pfil’but we ^ that 
mention some special qualifications in mhliti / nt|en ’ a,,d wil*tbe Fd had the book of tl 
taurk the superintendent ^ *° the8e which shou« M cities of Judah ar

proceeded the Command bv the s'"" “ Feed my L“mb8-” * l«k «fOod’s Law.
Jonah, lovest thou met” And it IT™ '"!g qUe8tl°n’ “ 8lmon 80D intelligent acqua 
nishes us with the key note of thi t rT that th'S question fu#n wbich the Sunda;
superintendents and teachers at uml thl } W® Wh° Tgnize the factthat al
feeding the lambs of christ -,th olemn responsibility I profitable for doctrii
in our work be actuaf hv ot ^ qualitieation Possess, ail on in righteousness;
great ru7.g iivTbv w?,iS lt"°’ "“T "» *«•» * J « «U-mM not nil

If this qualification h i governe<1 ,n undertaking it. 1 ire—not with the gosj
live t.«l"n u “ T'“" me th”' ">« M*e»0*l «.Ileueh merely-bn, lthe heart I» hi the work om !n“'.T to ,le b“IMI»g I »™er than that a „,a, 
study, the self denial th . . to tbe nV*ter« the training, tlj teacher of any brantziïoTzz^i “^^lon'rr^^wid \ixzl:dz a*

sïïÿiï zxr* ??x s. * szr»t|ith - took-

time ask him to search and try for us, so that wl Mistakes made by tea

Esq.

ssss ~ srsr sa
□

to teach its truths aworl

È
m
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and duties «Ay be enabled to say truly with Peter, “Lord thouknowestallthings, 

t A. Pattersoi#ou knowest that I love thee.”
The truly devoted Sabbath School Teacher will realize that he is 
led by Jesus to feed his lambs, and should consecrate himself to 

î work. He should feel the responsibility and the dignity of his 
'rk—that he is an ambassador for Christ, to, it may be a small circle, 
t still be a circle of young immortals to be saved from eternal de- 
action and fitted for the kingdom of heaven. A proper sense 

« the importance of the work, and a devoted consecration to it 
mtain of „ ...ji lny "Pinion qualifications of the successful teacher. One writer 
duty and to 8ald’ "T1'e 8abbath Sch°o1 teacher i» the Levite of the New Tes- 
duties himsel 'T ' ff*'ftf W°” n<>t inve8tcd with the priesthood, but they were 

* a good teachl n* i°ye,îm al?",g th® W°rk °f the priest8 especially in teaching the 
hesame quahim ^ tbr°Ugl,0,utu the country. They had many other offices to 
,t anTwill th JÎu T rt,ad that in the dil>8 ofJehoshaphat they taught in Judah 

d had the book of the Lord with them, and went about through all 
b cities of Judah and taught the people.” So should the Sunday 
hool Teacher act the partofa New Testament Levite aiding the 

d enforce on tllrly instituted meeting, esiiecially in teaching the young 
my Lambs,” h#ok of God’s Law.
‘ Simon son

A
ntshould pose! 
)me social qua 
im for the rigj

• to teach, yet 
ow to teach a are

ie which shoui

' regu- 
oul of the

An intelligent acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures is a qualiflca- 
s question fui*>n which the Sunday School teacher should possess. He will re- 
. Wo who aAgnize the fact that all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and I 
sponsibility <| profitable for doctrine, for reproof,for correction, and for instruc- 
»n possess, an|m in righteousness; and he will therefore endeavor to make hlm- 
shouid be th|lf acquainted not with a few of the leading doctrines of the scrip- 

rtaking it. I re-not with the gospels merely, or the epistles merely, or the pen-
1 Ç^utialmj touch merely-but with the scripture as a whole-nothing can be 
e >uildmg ■ amer than that a man cannot teach what he does not know himself.
2 trillning, thl teacher of any branch of secular instruction, who trusted to a gen- 
*, the punc#al knowledge of the subject, or it maybe to a certain fluency of 
ork will floAeech, and did not study up and master it in all its details, would 
out this, bow*>t be tolerated long in the position,—no more should the Sabbath 
ich have stirrgchool teacher who does not make the word of God the subject of
betoquaiifose and continuous study, and prepare himself for teaching it to 

most absolutShers by becoming himself thoroughly acquainted in all its details, 
forgetting tbSith the blessed book, which is the great text book, be deemed quali­
fie real worlied to teach its truths and doctrines to others.

l^c 8,10“ld have a knowledge of facts bearing upon scripture—their 
hree times bflstory, chronology—the manners and customs of the Jews and other 
mg the sam*iental nations-the geography of scripture lands—especiaUy of 
;e search mil alestine, its peculiarities of climate, seasons, Ac., Ac.
18) so that w| Mistakes made by teachers,

*

r.

in matters of very minor import-even

-

k
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J ance, and which some intelligent boy or girl may detect, will tei 

very materially to weaken the influence of the teacher and neutrali 
the effects of otherwise good teaching.

A lively boy said to his mother on returning from Sabba 
School-Teacher said that Shem was Noah’s eldest son, so I ju 
asked him why Japheth was called the elder, and he looked so quee 

A little girl said to her sister—Do not the words in italics in t)
Bible mean they are not in the original? Because teacher said it wi 
meant to make them more emphatic. •

Not every one who possesses knowledge, however, has the facul«esign to be very pi 
of communicating this knowledge to others, and therefore anoth^le is a synopsis o 
qualification which the Sabbath School teacher should possess is tSynopsis means, I \ 
faculty of communicating instruction to the young—or in other woriflfc succinct statemen 
lie must be apt to teach. There is no doubt that some persons posseAigine the amount o 
the aptness in a greater degree naturally than others—and such als plain statement, 
pre-eminently qualified for the work of teaching. pt is necessary tha

It is also true, however, that this aptness to teach can be acquircdSly to his scholars, a 
even by those who do not possess it naturally. Zor heaven-inspired

It is necessary in this case that the teacher, feeling his deficiencieled industry. It is 
should endeavor to overcome them and to qualify himself for him with. Another 
work by earnest effort and persevering study—study of a practicAe for and sympat 
kind, calculate to educate and draw out the faculties which are defeAcher to the scbolai 
tive, and which he feels he must cultivate to render himself succeÆool teacher who < 
ful in his work; and if there is a persistent, persevering effort Istruction—it is that 
the direction, ft is wonderful what actual deficiencies may be ovel eking the welfare of 
come. And here I Would especially urge the cultivation of simp! r Christ’s sake. T 
city 11 style and language. Many teachers fail in this. We forgjj ally loves them—ar 
that what is so plain to us is entirely new if not altogether incompileir circumstances, v 
hcnsible to the child, and we are in danger of speaking to the childrelseess 8 real love at 
or to the ignorant as a professor in college would address his claslrt of thing which tl 
Let us not forget that while strong meat belongeth to them that ale way, but sincere 
Of Bill age the babes must be fed with milk. It is a mistake to sulighs at lock-smiths, i 
pose that many terms such as providence, grace, repentance, justii ten the most obdura 
cation, Ac.., convey any meaning to children ordinarily. The trutl | 
underlying these terms must be opened up to children by the simp ■
Story and the easy, simple lesson, illustrated br anecdote and simp) I
figures. r I

Even figures are U 
roueous impressioi 
b occasion expressi 
Christ’s little laml 
t want to be one 
luired the teacher? 
eat grass, was the 
rbere is a story tol< 
sated to address a 5

!h

i

i

iuld obtain admittan
Children can under! 
ses, cheerfulness, a 
iquisites in the Sabi 
ie, and then your kit 
le, the obstinate ; am 
> not reform, the vie 
ord’s day and thus to 
ith happiness and pe 
ard and Saviour-

It is very common for instance to speak to young children of givi 
their hearts to tiod. JVbto this is a very plain expression, but sti 
it is «jgurative, 6hd the child before he thoroughly understands i 
must learn that the heart is the seat 0, the affections. How mu
better and simple to speak of loving God, a phrase which at on 
comfeé hotné to a child, and Which he readily comprehends.

L
s
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detect, will tei 
er and neutrali;

Even figures are to be carefully used for fear they may carry an 
oueous impression, especially to young children. A teacher on 
) occasion expressed a hope that one of his children might be one 
Christ’s little lambs. To his surprise the child replied no, I do 
; want to be one of Christ’s lambs. Why not? How is that

ig from Sabbi
st son, so I j
looked so qneelquired the teacher? I don’t want to have four legs and a tail and 

i in italics in teeat grass, was the very natural reply of the child, 
acher said it wwfTbere is a story told of a learned Doctor of Divinity, who being re­

vested to address a Sabbath School, proceeded thus: Dear children, 
r, has the faculgesign to be very plain. I wish to tell you about the Bible. The 
lerefore anothflple is a synopsis of divine truth, and as you may not know what 

nopsis means, I will explain it to you. A synopsis, dear children, 
succinct statement or survey of a snbject, and so on. It is easy to 
Sine the amount of enlightenment the children would obtain from

i

iild possess is 
•r in other wo
s persons poss 
rs—and such afls plain statement.

mi is necessary that the teacher should endeavor to adapt himself 
an be acquired*!y to his scholars, and this adaptation is not the result of any natur- 

d or heaven-inspired fitness, but of earnest application and home- 
his deficiencicE ed industry. It is an art to be acquired rather than a gift to be 
himself for hi rn with. Another qualification of the Sunday School teacher is a 

ly of a practice re for and sympathy with the young. The true relation of the 
which are defeE icher to the scholar is that of a friend. It is not that of a day 
himself suceesAiool teacher who engages for so much money to impart so much 
vering effort (jstruction—it is that of a friend with friends—of father or mother 
ies may be oveSeking the welfare of those whom he regards as his or her children 
ration of simpSr Christ’s sake. The teacher must convince the scholars that he 
:his. We forgiBally loves them—and to do this he must enter sympathyizingly into 
ither incomprSeir circumstances, wants, trials, and their joys. The teacher mast 
1 to the childreAssess a real love and sympathy. His kindness must be not that 
ddress his claa*rt of thing which throws a few cents to a beggar to get him out of 
o them that a* way, but sincere, honest, hearty love. It is said that love 
mistake to sufliighs at lock-smiths, and with love the teacher has the key which will 
entunce, justiAen the most obdurate heart, and find entrance where no authority 
y. The trutl#uld obtain admittance, 
n by the sim 
iote and sim

Children can understand and appreciate disinterested love. Gentle- 
986, cheerfulness, a kind and engaging manner are important 
iqulsltes In the Sabbath School teacher. Train the affections, says 

lldfen of giviAe, and then your kind determination will soften, if it does not sub- 
isslon, but stiBie, the obstinate ; and your suitable instructions will restrain, if they 
understands i A not reform, the vicious. To train a little child to be happy on the 
is. How mueeord’s day and thus to associate throughout life religious instructions 
Which at oncy Ith happiness and peace, is an obvious fulfilment of the will of our 

ird and Saviour-nds.
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Habits of order are indispeusable to the 

work.

■e should have go 
Be and self control 
Be should be a mai 
Aile kind and genia 
fee should be posse 
Eudence and tact, ai 
■e amid the variety 
■d the oftime impie; 
fe, energetic superi 
fee should be both 
I, and in fact of al 
■I be, undoubtedly 
■ good or fut evil, 
fehe Superintended 
Jmatters connected 
■Iroad, or of a fac 
Is place, so is the Si 
IIn speaking of the

success of this as of ai

Then we consider the importance of the work, and the verv sho 
time during which it can be attended to. Surely the teacher who warn 
te succeed will be characterized by a punctuality which will 
him to make the best possible of the short time at his disposal an 
ye it seems as if it were a qualification sadly lacking in S. 8. Teac’hei 

Dr. Hart speaking on this subject says. it seems as if some „eo 
came into the world a little behind time and they never catch ui
misfortune7ayi a”d eVeryWhere a Iittle hlte~The habit is a grcvlol 
misfortune to any one. In a teacher it is mischevious in the entrerai
It belongs to a lack in the character, which it is difficult to de 

I 't11 true name as that growing offence.”

iS aD e88scntiul qualification of the S. S. Teache«
Above all, said a man of God, I will be sure to live well because tilduty te PrePare 

virtuous life of a Christian teacher is the most powerful eloquence ■ldying careful|y th 
persuade ah that see it to reverence and love, and at least to desire 1™ upon the 8cri

j l And this wi" 1 do becuase I know we live in an asJHe wHI 56 in his p
| 1 Iat ha,h more nee»l of good examples than precepts.” ^feie—allowing nothii
I 1 bave thus mentioned a few of the qualifications which ousht t„ J?dance’exeept aom 
I possessed alike by S. 8. Teachers and Superintendents. E^ec al»He that

should a 8. S. Superintendent be a man of pietv and settled Christi J ® brief a”d pointed 
principles, a man whose heart is in the work in ,.inu ' t' l coming the day am with the young—-a man of intelligence, information and pïXc J “ i8 the duty of the 

The Superintendent is the soul of the system. To a great extent whi ’° ' Whe“ 8 schc 
he is the school over which he presides will be 1 1sre is a deficiency

The organization of the school,-the maintenance of order -til tre<?uire a" th,e 

administration of discipline-the classification of the schotrs- J 7 0 ^ acc°mp',ah 
prevention of irregularities, the correction of them when they do occul that
in fac whatever of a general or administrative character there 0VCr fV
are all the work to a great extent of the superintendent thaTl e ml * “ l>e
be successful, he should if possible be a man of age aud e^riencTleTH™ 

man of education and of decided sunerioritv of min,l exper,enLe1e effective Superinte 
so as to hold the respect of the whlSh wkî wWcJ he manner§derof hia «h*. *
ed, but especial,y of the teachers, officersÜ di8°rderly ^

Sabbath echoofean'enm^ tb8t man who can wel1 superintend ■ Such a course ackno1 
oaoDatn school can command an army, and a Bishop has said the

io can organize a Mission School can organize

cna

scribe

in the esteem of
a diocese. feet.
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-/e should have good executive business talents, energy, perse ver­
se and self control.
le should be a man prompt to act, firm in the discharge of hie duty, 

■ile kind and genial in all his intercourse with the school, 
lie should be possessed of powers of observation and penetration, 
fudence and tact, as all these qualifications will be culled into 
le amid the variety of iluties, the difficulties, the discouragements 
i the oftime unpleasantness which are the lot of the faithful, zeal- 
i, energetic superintendent.
ie should be both to teachers and scholars an example of puuctual- 
• nnd in fact of all that is good, for his image and superscription 
II be, undoubtedly, stamped on the school over which he presides 
good oi for evil.

of this as of

exer-nd
eaeher who war 
vhich will cnat 
his disposal, ai 
in S. 8. Teachei
is if some peo[ 
never catch up
abit is a grevioij »^e Superintendent is to act as the head of influence and direction 
s in the extremUmatterN connected with the school. What the superintendent of 
alt to describe l#lroad> or of a factory, or the commander of an army is, each in 

1# place, so is the Superintendent to the Sabbath School, 
ie S. S. Teachei11 8peakinf? of ,he duties of the Superintendent. I would say: It 
well because tHhis dut} te prePare himself for the work by meditation and prayer— 

rful eloquence Mldy*ng carehtHy the lesson for the day—selecting suitable hymns 
■-ring upon the scripture lesson.

Ie will be in his place in the school punctually at the appointed 
allowing nothing to interfere with his regular and punctual at- 

hich ought to j161"1'11106’ excePt something which is altogether unavoidable, 
nts. Especi il I 8,10U'd Rec tbat ,*ie opening and closing exercises of the school 
lettled n.riyt'i Ie brief and pointed, and conducted with a solemnity and a reverence 
close svm tf I c0”ling the day and the ob.M of the school, 
and urutl n I ^ tbe duty of the Superintendent to maintain good order in the 

vat extent wh 110°*‘ ^ben a school is habitually disorderly there is evidence that 
l8l I ;re is a deficiency on the part of the Superintendent. To do this 
w'l require all the tact and firmness of which he is possessed. It is 

01 order,—tjA|y to be accomplished by quiet self-possession. In this matter, as 
sc o ars the impossible that he can exercise his personal authority and 

n 'ey dooccuAtchfulness over every individual in a school numbering it may be 
t tf,ere'8 todBndreds, it must be done just as discipline is achieved in an army— 

U , that he nu I a system of authority and responsibility-so in the Sabbath School,
I cxPerience- Ie effective Superintendent will hold each teacher responsible for the 

am manners 1 derol his class. He should never, except by request of a teacher,
ine wconnecilii a disorderly scholar to order, but will request the teacher to 
of the school. I,

■

least to desire 
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superintend J Such a course acknowledges the authority of the teacher and elevates 
is said the mal m in the esteem of his pupils, while the opposite has the contrary 
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During the school hour it will be the duty /* the Suoerinten 

to pass ouietly through the school, supplying vacant^

l,he,“there ■nd «*-'—» 6»* •
»dmt;„zr„r.r“d ;onl

It will be well that he should occasionally with n ^

EE^FF™
yittsL-* ,",e “me - ^üssi

more varied an 
he is fitted fori

scially should he i 
in the week—kt 

)>• the way, makii 
ay come to his w< 
lien the late Dr. (

./SlTe^

-notice all absentees. h affect,0“temtelSue«tions for the ei
He should become 

characters,

it ,njvlewto making them usefol in his work Hs «hn„w . f 1 ’ W" i!»rsflto t^and toChCr8’ mCeting8-<io al1 he «*» “> interest the'ËL must visit the set 

”t<sÎSï2?jS22! I rCgUlar atten«lance. T*wl»d and sym,
superintendent 1 ï * m ** PHrt’to,ov* »"* respect «f» time of sicknes 

any of the scholars! ° 8P68k ' °f h,m befor® “ fe,1°w 4eacher,eher ** on hand to [
eharaote ir^The teach ° management, orfaultsin I® bTfehrip oS,

1 that he has difficult duties todis^e" mîch r?",e,nb"Wthe duty of lhe
often much to discourage him w üü^ to trt hls twnPer* aflie work in which hi

I ■ from w «ïïrs t, ,,H:“■* * “,d' •• wm *
lheréfore stand by and sunnort thoi lb,J **#rd- Teach«r’s shoiâild animate him, an "Word or act do aught to weaken bi^influencenten^ent, ^ ^"¥“7- "be" 

It is the duty ofthe teachers as ofthe superintendent ? in8p‘rf
'.nd mm»-., l„ «b„r „te»d„„ee.-d ^J, “ ,e '

JSSSSS11,0 *“*" 'h“,d -- “'fas
■ jskst or *• uacher * tireparc »,. * .tZ::f„,,h,::

he Sabbath School 
«Id also study hls 
liai temptations a 
|y if he would occ 
ph he ought—that 
rder that he may 
B recall hi* own cl

ii.

U h__

;

:z
r



I

?

25
the Superintem more varied and thorough the knowledge of the teacher is the 
’ vacant dassesBr he is fitted fori his work—and this knowledge can only be ac­
id scholars as fa*d by a course of study, fostering habits of thoughtfulness and 
there a word offinprovement. 
necessary, 

i the consent of 
of their proficiei 

which is one of | 
nost difficult dut

iecially should he study carefully the lesson of the day—beginning 
V in the week—keeping the lesson before his mind in the house 
Iby the way, making use of all the helps within his reach, so that 
bay come to his Work on the Sunday thoroughly equipped.
■ten the late Dr. Chalmers was professor of moral philosophy at 
Endrews, he kept a Sabbath School, and his biographer informs 
kiat although the scholars were of the poorest children in the 
nborhood, Dr. Chalmers prepared for them as carefully as for 
■lass in the University,—some stray leaves still existing on which 
■uestlons for the evening are carefully written out.

a, and strive as

s who may visit 
iffectionate intei

the teachers, thVe Sabbath 801,001 teacher should not only study the lesson, he 
during the w®ld also 8tudy hl* scholar$' their dispositions, their habits, their 

suiting with th<*ial temPtatlons and wants. All these he should carefully 
^y If hç would occupy with respect to his scholars the position 

ph he ought—that of a Christian friend, a counsellor and a guide, 
rder that he may enter fully into sympathy with them, he must 
B recall hi* own childhood and live his child-life over again.

uppermost in
ng events, will 
Jld take a spec
interest the teaijV® must visit the scholars In their house, for he can never thorough- 

jftiderstand and sympathize with them unless he does this—especial- 
re and respect!®11 u,ne °f sickness and adversity should the Sabbath School 
fellow-teacher,■ber ** °“ hand to pour in the balm of consolation to the stricken 

T When the heart is softened under affliction impression may be 
le by the help of the Divine Spirit, which may lead to conversion.
I is the duty of the teacher to work earnestly and perseveringly 
be work in which he is engaged. The spirit of our Blessed Master, 
In he said, “Wist ye not that I must be about my father’s business,” 
Lid animate him, and when difficulties and discouragements pre- 
r themselves, when he is tempted to grow weary and faint by the 
t, should inspire him to labor on, knowing that in due season we
II reap if we faint not

it, or faults in 
esc, remembei 
7 his temper, i 
)athy and supp 
Teacher’s sho 
it, and never

lent to be rej 
went unless finally It is the duty of both superintendent and teachers to begin, 

tinue and carry on the work in a spirit of humble dependence on 
Ihelpofthe Divine Master whom we serve. In view of the responsi- 
kies of the work, of the vast interests at stake, of the aw fill conse­
illées of failures, and the glorious rewards of success, well may we 
L Who is sufficient for these things, and humbly yet believingly fall 
k on the promise. I will make my grace sufficient for you. I will 
feet strength in your weakness.

ould use his

i course of si

gather np all 
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'Bid, Behold he p 
all his exeelleoc 

ch I shall close. 1 
nember of his cl 
l>ful, earnest, inti 
u raged now and tl

pointed time, so that there be no dragging, but all life and 
fulness.
lich was carried unanimously.
siness committee reported arrangements for a gathering of 
. S. children in Centenary Church, Sunday afternoon, to 

mes by their abaci# dressed by Rev. H. M. Parsons,'of Boston, 
the harvest to 
labors.

ip to it, do not 

dng—the higher

whgevotional Committee reported prayer meeting at half-past 
and at eight in the evening, and open air meeting on King 
e at seven o’clock in the evening. Meeting adjourned.

it.
FOURTH SESSION.s. J. D. Pope, 

Grierson, Smi Friday Evening, Sep. 17,187S. 
e Evening Session opened at 7.30, with devotional services 

oints brought S- B. Black, Esq., of Truro. At 8 o’clock the President 
the ch'i,r. Minutes of previous meeting read and approved, 
e subject of discussion, “Teachers’ Meetings and how to 
act them,” was opened bÿ Rev. H. M Parsons, jf Boston.

1 as follows : 
lowing as essei 
•intendants : 
i its teachings, 
the best helps 

ie lesson imprei 
the class; look

IMPORTANCE OF TEACHERS’ MEETINGS.

} a preparation and support to Teachers’ Meetings in a place 
re two or three churches exist. Normal classes might be held with 
it profit, twice a month, meeting together for distinct study of the 
r wording to the Normal laws prepared by Dr. J. H. Vincent, 
ew York. The stimulus gained by a few, who might resolve to 
fifteen consecutive lessons, would really inaugurate in every one 
le churches represented, a good healthy Teachers’ Meeting, 

lined over the c»Thb Importance or such a Meeting.—(1.) The use of the 
<mu in lessons would be secured, and a general unity of thought and 
-^ession be made by the Teachers in their instruction. (2.) Oppor- 

ty given for mutual consultation respecting spiritual work in the 
ies. It would stimulate and encourage diffident and ill prepared 
:hers to greater personal study and fidelity.
• How 10 gbt the Teachers’ Meeting.—This may be a necess- 
inquiry when none has been held, and when prejudice or reluct- 
exist. (1.) Enlist Pastor and Church in the effort, urge It from 

pulpit, and in the prayer-meeting—have a distinct evening and 
teachers to k£te the whole of it to this sjieciflc work. (2.) In country places 
cises be brieteeely settled, Invite the teachers to the Pastor’s house, and have 
nd every dut^f present, give each one something definite to do on the lesson.
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(3 ) If this does not succeed, take your Bible 
teacher, or your worst, as it may be convenient, 
to study the lesson with you.” you will find 
time a third, 
j oin the baud.

n. He closed 1 
lir labors.
I collection was 
b singing, and p

and go to your 1 
and say, “Ihavect 

... „ » welcome, and in a liand with patience and perseverance, all will at

to Conduct the Teachers’ Meeting-a.) Ask#ritt0bC K°Ur leader’ and lct Him lead you, pray muthtS 
each other, over the word and over the scholars <<> i rw» M
or preach er lecture, take the simplest way of finding the thought»
tion arouad-first8aifCt’hby qUe8ti°" and an8Wer- »®t the leader qu 
hev Z ’ Î th6y are reticent «impie questions you kn

they can answer, then, let them question you Never be afraid 
acknowledge ignorance, when you are ignorant (H i stnriv 
lessom first-Jn the Scriptures,-secondly, through the Helps • leUh 
Teacher»’* at h®nie' a»<l never brought to ®r'~inR the diacu
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arrestin per80na! U8®- Tr>r different plans for awaking interest applied by
Teacher!’ and^ur sdLoV", |m t*h plan for 7# with the Conve
Teachers in this meeîing Üm love to ^ h°,d 8,1 y°f the li#t of Com

Make it so essential that no one will willing'!!’ Sa ^ ^ M' Lindsay’ '
liberty in Christ, and liberty with each other. ** 7 7' Ha# to the benefit of

rhe Devotional 
lock the Convon 
iir, minutes read 
)n motion it was

t

I

iW°u’l0faT0r0nt0 Urged the necessity of obtain!

Kev. J. Good, of Toronto, editor of the Canadian Indepen 
S"me effeCtlVe remarks- He considered the questi< 

but real Jo!kme!,t*ngs a ™al one- Teaching was not a pastidBntion could be ol 
for strath ' H tCacherJmT feel that he relied upon Chrlusiness Committee 
that aT God : f6 recommended that the teacher should consiZinvitations were ,
ea h tbe heaVr^ tr S be full of love Icing the Conventi

Ittetdanœ shol d ! They sh°U,d be regular :Z.e deliberation it
be natient n 1 eV° * * rcgu ar P°rtl0n of each day to studlmmeraide, P E. ] 

P and persevering, and should go through thick aïe as the Execute
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iooIs in neglected 
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b. He closed by an earnest exhortation to have faith in 
iir labors.

\ collection was taken up, after which the meeting closed 
h singing, and prayer by Rev. Mr. Parsons.

i go to your t 
leay, “Ihaveco 
»me, and in a !ii 
» all will at leni

ING.—(L) Ask 
», pray much w 
.) Don’t expoui 
? the thought ea 
t the leader qu 
allons you km 
Tever be afraid.

FIFTH SESSION.

Saturday Morning, Sept 18, 1875. 
rhe Devotional Exercises commenced at 9.3U, A. M., at 10 
lock the Convention resumed its Sessions, President in the 
dr, minutes read and approved.
Jn motion it was resolved that in future all resolutions 
rising the discussions be submitted to the business Com-

(8.) Study 
ie Helps ; let th 

brought to l
n, and review flttee by the mover before being put to the Convention, 
ve features of 
netbing that t 
lutes be devo 
f teaching, wl 
and test them 
ting interest »

K plan for yo 
to hold all yo
»y awa^6 rlMr* ^ Lindsay, of St. John, made some practical suggestions 

a ay. to the benefit of employing an agent to travel through the 
intry, visiting Sabbath Schools and stirring them up, starting 

• p, . 'n H^lccted districts, and reviving the work generally.
... p nnV ®*8 object was admitted to be an important one, and was refer- 
i i ully, knww to the Business Committee.

sum-

>n motion, the Secretary was directed to send telegram to 
thodist S. 8. County Convention of Westmoreland in session 
donoton at this time, extending paternal greetings.
’ho Reformed Episcopal Church Sabbath School of Moncton, 
ing applied by letter through Rev. E. Burm, to be identi- 
with the Convention, was, on motion received and enrolled 
the list of Convention Schools.

ty of obtainii

ig away. 
Uan Ind

n consequence of the errors in the Newspaper reports of the 
^iceedings of Convention, the necessity of having a steno- 

J the quest Wapher employed that correct and complete records of the Con- 
not a pastinAntion could be obtained was discussed, and referred to the 

îd upon ChriAisiness Committee to take action upon, 
hould consid® Invitations were extended from Summerside and Yarmouth 

king the Convention to meet at these places next year, after 
me deliberation it was decided to accept the invitation from 

day to stud^fcmmerside, P E. I., and meet at that place next year at such 
gh thick artune as the Executive Committee shall decide.

full of love 
be regular
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The subject for discussion “ Helps to Sabbath School Work 
by means of Blackboard Exercises, Maps, Religious Literature, 
and Lesson Papers,” was opened by D. M. Stearns, Esq.

Addresses were delivered on the subject by Messrs. E. D. 
King, Archibald, Hilton and Grierson, Rev. J. D. Pope, Sykes, 
Dennis. Mr. D. M. Stearns was appointed to summarize th^ 
views brought out in the discussion and submitted the following :

1. That the principal helps to Sunday School work are the 
study of God s word, looking to the Holy Spirit as our teacher.

2. At the same time let us use all the helps we can get after 
we have first obtained a thorough knowledge of the word.

3. The blackboard and maps are very necessary in the school 
room and may be used with the most bénéficient results.

4. Ever keep in mind that the aim of all Sunday School 
work is the conversion of the scholar.

The resolution was 
meeting adjourned.
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adopted, and after singing and prayer

SIXTH SESSION.
Saturday, September 18th, 1875.

2.30 p. m.—Half an hour spent in Devotional Exercises. 
3 o clock President took the chair, meeting opened by singing 
and prayer, reading minutes. C. M. Donham, from Portland, 
Me., was called upon and addressed the meeting on the subject 
of Lesson Papers.

R. MeCully requested prayers for the success of the Sunday 
Schools of Sussex, N. B.

At the request of F. L. Clements, Esq., Special Prayer 
offered for the recovery of Wm. Power, of Yarmouth, one of 
the late Secretaries of the Convention, who was at the present 
time dangerously ill.

Several questions from the question box were read and 
answered.

The report of the Credential Committee was received which 
is as follows :

The number of Delegates which have reported are 88, repre­
senting 103 Schools, with a membership of 1540 Teachers, 
17,200 Scholars, and 35,680 volumes in libraries.

was

t) b

ii I
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rk Nova Scotia 39, New Brunswick 38, P. E. Island 7, Ontario 

1, United States 3.-88.
Presbyterian 24, Methodist 24, Baptist 20, F. C. Baptist 4, 

Congregational 9, Reformed Episcopal 2, Christian 1, Bible 
Christian 1, Union 3,-88.

S* The object for discussion : “ The Importance of continuing 
Sabbath School Instruction during the Winter,” was then opened 
by Rev. W. P. Everitt.

The theme which has been assigned to me to present for discussion 
is designed to elicit the views of the Convention in respect to a practice 
which prevails widely in our rural districts, namely—that of discon­
tinuing Sunday-school instruction through the winter.

The parties principally interested in the discussion are not, however, 
present, nnd therefore it is probable that our time might have been 
more profitably employed in considering some other topic.

But let us proceed to the consideration of some of the reasons why 
it is important to continue Sunday-school instruction during the winter.

This duty may be seen to be imperative from the consideration that 
the principal and grand aim of the Sunday-school is to lead the 
children to the hearty love and cheerful service of Christ the Lord 
and to instruct them in the doctrines of God’s word, that they may 
become intelligent and active members of the Christian church, and 
fitted to enter the ranks of the white-robed and glorified ones that 
evermore stand in the presence of the King of kings, and offer their 
eternal ascriptions of praise.

Now any argument that may be presented for the organization of a 
Sunday-school, and for the prosecution of its work for a single Sab­
bath, is an argument for the perpetual continuance for such school 
and its work, so long as any material is accessible to operate on, and 
any workers can be secured to make efforts.

It is now quite generally conceded that the Sunday-school session is 
a gathering of the Church at work in a most important department of 
Christian effort, and which myriads of facts incontestibly show, is 
constantly receiving the blessing and approval of the Most High.

In the Sunday-school, most frequently does the Holy Spirit honor 
the teaching of his word, which Is his incorruptible seed. Here he 
convinces souls of sin, quickens them into new life and sanctifies the 
believing.

Of the Sunday-school, may it not be appropriately said as it was of 
ancient Zien : “ This and that man was born in her: and the Highest 
himself shall establish her. The Lord shall count when he writeth 
up the people, that this man was bom there.”
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Surely, if it be proper to estimate a Sunday-school meeting as equal 
in importance and interest to other assemblies of the church, may we 
not conclude that in regard to it, as well as to other assemblings of 
believers on the Lord’s day, the divine injunction applies with an 
authority, demanding implicit and constant obedience : “ Forsake not 
the assembling of yourselves together!'” And shall any one venture 
to assert that this command is not equally obligatory in wintjfcjy 
and summer?

Furthermore, it seems to us that no reason can be sufficiently cogent 
to authorize the suspension of a Sunday-school even for a season, 
which would not be equally valid to warrant the suspension of preach­
ing services on the Lord’s day. or player-meetings during the week.
For the Sunday-school session is, or ought to be, a preaching, prayer 
and praise service combined.

And since we have never learned that any church that suspends 
Sunday-school instruction during the winter, proposes to dispense 
with preaching on the Sunday, or, with the other ordinary services 
of the church, we cannot but regard the closing of the Sunday-school 
in the winter as a striking inconsistency and a violation of the divine 
mandate which requires Christians to “ Be not weary in well doing.”

Another reason why Sunday-school instruction should be continued 
during the winter, is because on opposite course is fraught with 
mischief and peril.

(o.) Its influence on the church is mischevious. since, as we have 
already alleged, it i»,, in a certain sense, a disobedience of divine 
mandates and provokes God’s displeasure.

The only justification of the course now under animadversion, that 
we are aware of having been presented, is the plea that it is difficult 
and inconvenient to sustain the school during the inclement

But it should be remembered that the founder of our holy religion 
declared that one of the prime elements and prominent features of 
Christianity is self-denial, and that daily cross hearing is actually 
essential to a proper following of Jesus. Therefore, any attempt to 
escape the self-denial that Christ’s service demands, is subversive of 
the requirements of the Great Master, and instead of tending to 
tify the flesh and crucify carne 1 affection, is really that very “ making k ■ a
provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof,” which the Apostle ' l
Paul condems.

Such a course engenders and fostèrs selfishness and seeks to convert 
the Church into a bower of ease, instead of maintaining it as a school 
of instruction and discipline, and a field for spiritual work. It en­
courages the neglect of duty in other departments of church work, and
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beget'j a general spirit of slothfulness, which finally results in the 
church losing to a great extent her spirituality and power.

Thus is the blessed Spirit deeply grieved, and Jesus is wounded In 
the house of his friends, and on the church rests that divine maledic­
tion of Jehovah : “Woe unto them that are at ease in Zion.”

(6.) But not only does the church in general suffer, but those who 
^fcve been Sunday-school teachers are especially ‘njured. They soon 
cease to study God’s word as carefully and prayerfully as they did 
when the duty of preparing to teach operated as a stimulus. Conse­
quently they make little or no advance in the knowledge of the truth. 
Their souls cease to hanker after the bread of God. and they become 
spiritually lean and arc nigh starved. Their exhortations and sup­
plications In the prayer and conference meetings are necessarily devoid 
of their former power, and no longer tend to the edification of their 
brethren, or the awakening of the impenitent. The snow-clad earth 
and frozen streams on which their ryes rest in the winter, are but the 
type and Impressive emblem of tli e spiritual winter into which their 
souls have entered. They themselves shortly become spiritual ice­
bergs, chilling by their influence and inertia all the surroundings.

But this neglect of duty, on the part of the Sunday-school workers, 
is not only fraught with evil to themselves and their fellow church 
members, (c.) but it is liable to be most deleterious on the youth of 
the school. The precious and sweet influences of the summer’s in­
struction are likely to be either greatly neutralized or entirely lost 
For while Christians may become supine in their efforts, Satan never 
ceases to be active. The idle vacations of Christians are the devil’s 
most opportune seasons for sowing and reaping. He indulges In no 
holiday. Nothing gratifies him more than a cessation from prayer and 
work on the part of the church. That is the devil’s golden hour of 
opportunity, even as our Lord eo pertinently expressed it in the parable 
“ While men slept the enemy came and sowed tares 
wheat.”
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It seems to us that if our beloved fellow laborers in the rural dis­
tricts would only ponder this statement of the Great Teacher, that 
they could uot fail to perceive and feel the necessity for continuous 
and persistent efforts to impart instruction to the youth of their 
pective communities.
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Couid they but realize that the influences 
which they have exerted in the Sabbath-school during the summer, 
are in danger of being either utterly obliterated, or greatly weakened 
by a temporary suspension of their teaching, they would surely pause 
and refuse to close their respective schools for five or six months of 
the year.

The chemist, in his laboratory, may decompose ponderable bodies

S if)
irt
10I

n-
ad



34

into certain etheral gases, or into l nute atoms, and the constituent 
elements be seperated, and yet he can by his skill, bring them together 
again or collect them seperutely. so as not to lose an appreciable pon­
derable particle ; but it is not so with the spiritual influences we have 
exerted, and which have been neutralized or banished by temptation 
and sin.

The sculptor may leave his half finished statue, or the painter hÿj^ 
incomplete picture, and returning find it as he left it, and ready for 
improvement and the finishing touches, but not so is It with the plas­
tic spiritual material on which the Sunday-school teacher labors.

If It be removed from the hand of the spiritual workman even for 
a week, and be subject to evil impressions and strong temptations, we 
know how fearful sometimes are the results, but how much more peri­
lous must it be to the spiritual interests of a child, whose only 
religious instruction, perhaps is received in the Sunday-school, to be 
allowed to remain all winter under the tutelage and instruction of the 
devil and his emissaries. Besides ail this it must be remembered that 
death, the unwearied reaper, gathers not only the' bearded stalks of 
ripentd grain, but even the flowers that grow between.

During the months of winter how often is the snowy shroud of 
earth pierced to dig graves for the young as well as the aged, and do 
not many of the youth die without hope ? According to human prob. 
ability, they might have been led to Jesus, and to cherish the well 
grounded hope of eternal life, had they received continuous spiritual 
instruction.

Who would choose to be in the position of that teacher who is 
obliged to stand by the opengrave ofaseholar who manifested serious­
ness under his instruction during the summer, and seemed indeed to 
be not far from the kingdom of God, and yet in the winter months 
exposed to temptation, and unblessed by pious influence, became care­
less and thoughtless, and at last sickened and died without God and 
without hope?

But lastly, and briefly,we would remark that Sunday-school instruc­
tion should be continued during the winter, because for many reasons 
it presents a most favorable and promising season for that species 
oj labor.

The plea that children cannot reach the Sabbath-school without 
serious inconvenience is not valid, since we know that they do manage 
during the five or six days of each winter week, to reach the very 
school house where In the summer they received Sabbath-school in­
struction, and where during the winter they acquire secular knowledge. 
They generally attend their winter day school without murmuring.
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They come, too, so statistics prove, in larger numbers than they did 
in the warm weather.

Sunday-school workers who have had experience in teaching schools 
in the country in the winter, also affirm that the attendance of children, 
though not always of teachers, is in excess of that of the summer. 
And though the roads in winter may be covered with snow and ice, 
^it it is easier to traverse them than during the season of wheeling. 
Almost every farm house possesses its capacious sled or pung, which, 
like the New York omnibus, has an almost illimitable capacity, there 
always being *• r,.om for one more.” So, with very little effort on the 
part of warm-hearted teachers and Christians who love the souls of 
the youth, might all the children of the district be gathered and carried 
to the winter Sunday school. Moreover, the long winter evenings 
aftord much leisure both for teachers and scholars to be spent in the 
study of the lessons, and in the reading of library books, and Sabbath- 
school papers.

Add to this another fact, whether it be creditable to Christian 
churches or not. it is not our province to discuss ; the winter, by almost 
common consent among several denominations of Christians, seems to 
be regarded as the most appropriate season for holding special and pro­
tracted religious services. If Christian parents and teachers expect 
to have their hearts stirred and warmed at such seasons by divine 
impulses, surely they will be eager for the opportunity to obtain 
access to the hearts and ears of the children But this opportunity is 
in no way so easily and naturally provided for them as it is by the 
Sunday-school session.

But we must close, after having presented some reasons which we 
wish might so commend themselves to the consideration of our 
country Sunday-school workers, as to Influence them to commence 
the work of reform in the particular we have been considering.

May the Lord give them and us wisdom and grace to consider our 
ways, and to embrace all the golden opportunities that offer of being 
good and doing good, remembering that life is none too long in which 
to prepare ourselves and others for eternity, and yet sufficiently long 
if we use it according to God's will. We shall only pass once along 
this earthly way, let us make the most of it for ourselves and 
fellows, ever remembering that :

“ He liveth long who liveth well I 
All other life is short and vain ;
He liveth longest who can tell 
Of living most for heavenly gain.
He liveth long who liveth well I 
All else Is being flung away ;

our

wm
m

■

"S
T

D
 » •

 n °
?

S.
S®

 »■
< 7

®
 Î

s. 
s r

 o 
#„

=•
 T »

 O 
T *

6e
 or i

. 
. T ■

S ® 
»



X

36

He liveth longest who can tell 
Of true things truely done each day. 
Be what thou seemest ! live thy creed ! 
Hold up to Earth the torch diviue !
Be what thou prayest to be made ;
Let thy Great Master’s steps be thine. 
Fill up each hour with what will last ; 
Biiy up the moments as they go :
The life above, when this is past,
Is the ripe fruit of life below.” #
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SEVENTH SESSION.

Saturday Evening, September 18th, 1875.
A Devotional Reefing was held at half-past seven, presided 

over by H. H. Smith, of St. John. At 8 o’clock Convention 
opened its last Session, President E. D. King, in the chair, 
minutes of last meeting read and approved. Invitations 
read from several Sabbath Schools in the city, asking for 
Delegates to visit the schools.

Business Committee reported the following nominations for 
members of Executive Committee, who were elected unanimously 
by the Convention.

E. D. KING, Esq., Halifax, N. 8., Chairman.
H. R. SMITH. 8t. John, N. B., Secretary.
W. B. McNUTT, Halifax, N. 8.
A. PATTERSON, Halifax, N. 8.
M. LINDSAY, 8t. John, N. B.
J. MARCH, St. John, N. B
Hon. CHAS. YOUNG, Charlottetown. P. E. I.
W. D. STEWART, Charlottetown, P. E I.
Rev. JAMES MURRAY, “

The duties of the Executive Committee, to collect statistics 
from all the S. Schools in the three Provinces, New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, communicate through 
the Secretary, with sister organizations in the Dominion and 
other places ; encourage the foundation of country Conven­
tions, and when the; state of the finances warrant, employ a 
travelling agent, conduct all the business of the Convention,
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from the time of its adjournment until it meets again, prepare 
a programme, forward blanks and circulars to all schools within 
the limits of the Convention, and have all things in readiness 
two months, if possible, before the meeting of the Convention 
each year.

he Business Committee further reports that it is advisable 
to have 500 copies of the Report of this Convention to be 
printed for circulation among its members, anu that the Secre- 
tary, H. R. Smith, be a Committee of publication. Report 
adopted.

The topic for discussion “ How to make the Sunday School 
attractive,” was opened by J. March, of St. John.

*1

“ THE SABBATH SCHOOL : WHAT MEANS SHOULD BE EMPLOYED 
TO MAKE IT ATTRACTIVE. TO PROMOTE THEREIN THE BEST 
ORDER AND GOOD GOVERNMENT; AND, WOULD THE GRAD­
ING OF SCHOLARS IN CLASSES BE AN IMPORTANT AID IN 
PERFECTING ITS INTERNAL WORK?”

Such is the topic placed in my hands to open before this Conven-

d
n

9

r tion.
The duty of religiously educating the young is so universally 

ceded, that no argument is needed to demonstrate it. The spirit that 
prompts to this work is the spirit of the Gospel, and Its object is ex­
actly that enforced in the great commission given by our Lord and 
Master to His disciples, and it is a remarkable historical fact that the 
Sabbath School and great Missionary operations of modern times took 
on their organic form, and received their impelling power almost at 
the same time.

The command of Jehovah to Israel to teach His words diligently 
to their children, is felt to be as binding upon God’s peculiar people 
now as when first uttered. The words of that command, “thou 
shalt teach them diligently,” may be fairly rendered “thou shall 
whet or sharpen My words,”-that is, by a continual and faithlul ap­
plication of My sayings thou halt prepare them to pierce the under­
standing and heart, so as to take a firm and permanent hold. The 

ft» idea suggested is, that it is only by persevering effort that the end to 
be accomplished can be attained. Hence the family of the Israelite 
came to be a school where daily the word of the Lord was made 
known ; and, lest any should fail in the performance of their duty in 
this respect, and the children grow up in ignorance, special occasions 
were set apart when all the people, men women and children, were 
to come together to hear, to learn to fear the Lord, and observe to do
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all the word# of the law ; for Moses distinctly show» this to be the 
object of these gatherings, when, in the closing words of his in­
junction. he says, “that the children which have not known anything, 
may hear and learn to fear the Lord.” In carrying out this charge 
the Israelite would use all the stirring events of his nation’s wonder­
ful history to arouse and quicken the faculties of his children, and to 
show lhem the favor which Jehovah had extended to them ap^| 
people.

These events and all the gracious dealings of God with His an­
cient people, and the mysterious and infinite love and condescension 
of His Son towards the human family, still form the basis of the re­
ligious education of the young. Upon some the mere recital is suffi­
cient to awaken interest and fill with holy fear, but for many the 
whetting and sharpening of these truths must be performed, before 
they can see and realize their force and importance. And so we 
have to resort to methoils by which the attention of the young to the 
great concerns of religion may be attiacied and secured.

Some children go to the Sabbath School eager to satisfy their 
natural desire to see, and hear and move about. Others manifest 
little inclination for anything, except mischief; in fact their mental 
and moral development seems scarcely to have commenced. All 
children have but limited powers of attention, and before any practi­
cal result can be attained, the teacher must adopt means by which 
the attention of the scholars can be attracted and habits of continu­
ous attention be ultimately secured. To gain this end the senses of 
sight and hearing must be called to the aid of the teacher. Activity 
is a law of childhood, and therefore occupation for mind and body 
must be provided. When children are kept interested by the objects 
or subjects presented and the manner of conducting the exercises of 
the school, there is no difficulty in securing good discipline.

The prerequisites essential to the growth of a plant are an appro­
priate soil, air, light, sunshine, moisture. Apply these, and the 
plant unfolds itself naturally and healthily. Take away these or any 
of these, and disease, decay, and death follow. In the same manner 
the laws engraven upon the constitution of a child, whether physical, 
mental, or moral, are the laws of God, and cannot be disregarded with 
impunity. The work of the teacher is to quicken and invigorate the 
powers with which he has to deal, by surrounding his scholars with 
those influences and incentives, adapted to the unfolding of all their 
activities.

Let the place of gathering be light, airy, cheerful in appearance, 
and comfortable in feeling. Let the walls be taste Ailly hung with 
good pictures illustrating scripture scenes, and bright, suggestive
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he mottoes, teaching scripture precepts. Let there be blackboards for 

keeping before the eye the chief points of the lesson, and the best 
maps for pointing out the location ot places mentioned in the scrip­
ture narrative. Let there be a carefully selected library, ample 
enough to meet all the wants of the school, and sufficiently varied in 
the character of its contents to ensure its constant and anxious use by 
jWor whose service it is provided. Let there be a good organ or 
piano, for leading the voices in the service of sacred song, and see to it 
that the singing is performed as unto the Lord, “with the spirit and 
with the understanding also.” In brief, let the Sabbath School 
in Its appointments embody the highest Idea of a model school and a 
model home, and you will have set before the young strong attrac­
tions to be present whenever its doors are thrown open for their 
reception.

Having secured such a place of meeting, let your Superintendent 
be the right man for the office The Superintendent makes the school, 
or unmakes it. If he fails to comprehend his position and the mis. 
sion he is called to perform, the school will be a failure ; for, though 
it is true that the great work of the Sabbath School is performed tu 
the class, yet without the force and energy of the efficient Superin­
tendent, planning, directing, counselling and controlling all, much, if 
not all the work, will prove labor in vain. Some one has likened him 
to a great water-wheel in some extensive manufactory, where the eye is 
dazzled and confused by the mass of machinery. Long lines of shafting 
and wheels overhead, belts turning complicated machinery full of gear­
ing, wheels, cylinders, cams and conducting rods, spindles from whose 
points flies the thread to fill nimble shuttles leaping back and forth 
and leaving at each flight a twisted thread to be woven into the web. 
But of what avail all this without the great water-wheel to generate 
the power by which all is set and kept in motion* The Superintend­
ent thus becomes, like his Lord, the servant of all—serving by setting 
others to work and helping them in the performance of it. His 
cheery smile should greet every scholar; he should know each one by 
name, and win them all by his tender loving words. A humble, hearty, 
self-sacrificing Superintendent —one who is willing to serve, de­
voted to his work, and whose generous sympathies go out to all 
with Whom he comes in contact—will prove a great attraction to the 
young, and hold teachers and scholars alike to the duties of the Sab­
bath School.

Next come the teachers, and without them the foregoing attractions 
will be of little practical service. Of what use is the great tumb­
ling water-wheel and the flying belts and rattling gear, if the spindles 
give off no wool or the shuttles leave no thread in the warp. The
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truth must be brought into contact with the heart of the learner, oir 
the beautifhl fabric of a holy life will never be wrought. And this is 
the work of the teacher. How simple, tender, winning, loving, hum­
ble, earnest, good and wise he must be to be successful, we have 
had set before us in the papers, addresses and resolutions al­
ready submitted to this Convention, and in proportion as he is all 
these he will attract and hold his scholars.

But there is one element—and that the grandest, the noblest, Vv 
best—without which the teacher may plan and toll in vain. He must 
embue all who are placed under his care with the fact that his every 
effort has for its end and aim their salvation. Coming to his class 
from his closet his scholars ought to be able to realize from his look, 
his words, and his acts, that something more than their mental or 
moral improvement is sought to be attained. They are under-shep­
herds. to care for and lead the lambs of the flock to the Great Shep­
herd; and if the scholars only once realize this and are led to give 
themselves to Jésus, there will be little need of much machinery to 
keep them interested in the Sabbath School. This point being ever 
kept in view, there is yet another worthy of consideration.

Systematic efforts in the conduct of the Sabbath School will prove 
a powerful attraction.

Where the Superintendent, teachers, pastor and church members 
are all at work carrying forward carefully devised and definitely 
laid out plans—the outcome of the Holy Spirit’s teachings—the child­
ren cannot fail to be interested. Hearty, steady, earnest co-operation 
will result in a progressive improvement in the scholarship of the 
teachers and in the quality of instruction, and, consequently, in the 
hold the Sabbath School will have upon the minds and hearts of the 
young. The best methods of teaching must be studied and employed, 
for, even where the teacher does not comprehend the philosophy of 
education that underlies those methods, the use of them will produce 
far better results than could be attained without them. The manrur 
of learning, as well as the facts and truths acquired, develops the 
mind and disciplines its powers in habits that influence all its subse­
quent attainments. We cannot add new faculties to the mind by 
these methods, nor materially change the manner of its development, 
but we can and ought to surround it with influences adapted to 
awaken its slumbering energies and thus increase its power of m 
action.

And this naturally leads me. in closing, to refer to the benefit that 
may be secured by a judicious classification of the scholars in the 
classes. If the scholars are properly classified, the instiuction can , 
be given to all as to one individual,—no time being lost to the major­
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.tty by the necessity of special instruction to a few who are not suffi­

ciently advanced to prefit by the teaching and study in the class.
Then, the good feeling, which ought to prevail among the members 

of a class, is likely to be greatly promoted, their attention to special 
work more readily secured, and their advancement in the knowledge 
of God’s word to be more certain where the ages and attainments of 

scholars are about on a par. Further, in the preparation of the 
lesson the teacher, instead of having to study his subject from the 
stand points of a diversity of receptive and retentive minds, can, if 
his class is properly classified, at once bend all his powers to the prep­
aration of just one kind of mental and moral food, and that such as he 
knows is adapted to the wants of those who come before him. and the 
result must necessarily be that a greater amount of truth will he 
fastened upon tt eir hearts and consciences during the hour of study 
in a class, than would be possible if no such classification existed. By 
this means also a system of promotions could be established by which 

' the older scholars would be retained in the school, who. otherwise, 
would pass out from under Sabbath School influence. It is a most 
deplorable fact that the majority of the youth belonging to the families 
of onr church members do not imbibe in our Sabbath Schools that 
taste for the study of the Bible which they should, and this arises in 
a large degree from the absence of that gradation of study which is 
calculated to carry them forward from one point of mental and moral 
strength to another. In our day schools such an arrangement is 
carefully provided, and the more thorough the classification and grad­
ing of pupils the more attractive does the school become, and the less 
desire is evidenced to give up the work of study until a first-class outfit 
is provided for carrying on the active engagements of life. The re­
ligious and moral phases of child nature, like its physical and mental, 
require a gradual building up until they are finally established, and the 
more complete the individual steps by which this is reached the more 
permanent will be the results obtained.

I have thus hastily glanced at some of the means by which our 
Sabbath Schools may be made more attractive. The brief time at my 
disposal has forbidden my treating the subject with the justice its im­
portance demands, but I have, perhaps, refered to a sufficient number 
of points to open it up for your discussion.

Neat, comfortable, attractive and properly equipped school rooms ; 
an energetic and great hearted Superintendent; teacehers capable of 
measuring the wants and capacities of their scholars, of awake­
ning and gaining their sympathies and confidence, of alluring them 
to habits of quick observation, and close attention to minute points, 
and sharp discrimination between the true the and false, who know
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how to inculcate the habit of thought and to draw out expression ; and 
a division of labor so as to reach all capacities,—these are, to my mind, 
some, at least, of the methods by which scholars may be attracted and 
held, and the highest results be achieved.

By following out such a course, the powers of the mind and 
heart will become active and vigorous, the judgment grow mature 
and reliable, the affections and sensibilities become lively and 
pensive ; there will be quick discernment to discriminate between 
the right and wrong, the substantial and the unreal, good and evil.

** Go, work in My Vineyard to-day !”
The call is the Master's command,

To chose for our labor the way,
And to do the work nearest, at hand ;

To clamber the rugged hill-aide,
And lead little stragglers along,

'I'li|îir weak, stumbling footsteps to guide,
And tench them hard lessons in song.

The thorns that entangle the feet,
And trip those who earnestly run ;

The brambles that hinder the fleet.
Before the high summit is won.

Our mission shall be to remove ;
To clear every hindrance away.

And with a sweet spirit of love.
Work on in the Vineyard eacn uay.

To gather the flowers that spring 
By waysides where lender feet climb.

And sweet strains of melody bring 
To cheer with their musical chime.

Where patience, our watchword, is found.
And labor is laithlu.ly done,

Fresh chaplets will surely abound 
Until the V. II harvest Is won.

The President said he found he had a few moments left 
before he took his departure from St. John. He then spoke 
from the text, “ Henceforth there is laid up for us a crown of 
righteousness,” and then bade farewell to all members of the 
Convention present.

A hymn was sur g and prayer offered for journeying mercies 
to the President and all members who are about to leave St. John.
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Iml The discussion on the subject was opened by Mr. Marsh, and 

in which the following delegates took part : Rev, Mr. Pope, 
Leinster Street Church ; Rev. Mr. Adams, of Maine ; Rev. Mr. 
Wood, of Ontario; Mr. I. Duvar ; Rev. Mr. Parsons, of Boston.

Rev. Mr. Pope, of Leinster Street Church, was requested to 
iPbpare a resolution embodying the discussion on the subject. 
The resolution, as received and adopted, is as follows:—

Resolved, That to make our Sabbath schools attractive and effect 
their great design, we need comfortable, pleasant, well furnished 
rooms. Intelligent,greathearted superintend nts faithful,devoted, well 
trained teachers, a regular and general attendance of the church mem­
bers old and young, and a persistent, never ceasing seeking the salva­
tion of souls, accompanied with the free exercise of faith, hope, love, 
and every grace, and the Aill development and perfection of Chris­
tian character.

The following motion of thanks was unanimously adopted by 
the Convention :

Resolved, Thai the thanks of this Convention be tendered to the 
people of St. John for their kind reception, and also to the Pastor and 
members of Leinster Street church, and to the different railway and 
steamboat companies which conveyed the delegates to their homes at 
reduced fares.

After which the Convention adjourned to meet next year in 
Summerside, P. E. I.

Mass Meeting of Sabbath School Children.

Sunday afternoon at 4 o’clock a Mass Meeting of Sabbath 
School children was held in the Centenary Church, presided 
over by M. Lindsay, Esq. Addresses were delivered by Rev. 
Mr. Wood, of Ontario, and Rev. H. M. Parsons.
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FAREWELL MEETING.6 'I $>ce
of A Farewell Meeting was held in the evening at 8 o’clock in 

the Centenary Church. A. W. Marsters, Esq., occupied the 
chair. There was a large audience present and the meeting 
an interesting one. Rev. M. Wood was the 6rst speaker. In 
the course of some appropriate remarks on the close of the Con­
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vention he urged the necessity for more urgent prayers for 
God’s blessing on Sabbath Schools.

Rev. Mr. Parsons was the next speaker In referring to the 
purposes of the Convention he spoke of the necessity of a more 
diligent and searching study of the Scriptures, both in the 
Sabbath School and Congregation ; for therein lay the secM^ 
of the knowledge of God and the unbinding of the chains of sin 
and error. He specially urged the giving up of one preaching 
service in the Church to make room for a Bible lesson in which 
the congregation should take an equal part with the minister.

Rev. W. V. Feltwell bade the delegates an affectionate fare­
well, trusting the impressions they had made would be lasting 
and tend to the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom.

Mr. Grierson of Halifax, did not want to say farewell, seeing 
that they in Halifax had hold of one hand of Jesus, while we in 
St. John had hold of the other, and under such circumstances 
the people of both places could not be far apart ; he wanted to 
see more energy and greater sacrifices in carrying out God’s
purposes.

Rev. R. J. Cameron expressed the hope that the cities of St 
John and Halifax would unite to extend the power of the cross, 
and hoped all would go home with the resolve to be more 
faithful in the cause of the Master.

At the conclusion of the meeting the delegates came forward 
on the platform, and joined hands while they sang the hymn 
beginning

“ Blest be the tie that binds,”
After which the Benediction was pronounced and the Con­
vention closed.
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CONSTITUTION.or

he
Art. I. This organization shall be known as the Sabbath 

School Tkachirs’ Convention op the Maritime Provinces. 
ti* Art. n. The object of this Convention shall be to seek to 

give increased efficiency to our Sabbath Schools, and to advance 
by every practicable means the Sabbath School cause generally 
within the limits of the organization.

Art. HI. This Convention shall be composed of all Pastors 
of Churches and Superintendents of Sabbath Schools connected 
with the various evangelical denominations within its limits, 
who shall be members ex officio, and of delegates from all the 
Sabbath Schools, 8. S. Societies, S. 8. Teachers' Associations, 
and within such limits each of which shall be entitled to be 
represented by one delegate.

Art. IV. The officers of this Convention shall consist of a 
President, two or more Vice Presidents, a Secretary, two 
Assistant Seeretarys, and a Treasurer, who, together with five 
other members, shall constitute an Executive Committee, all of 
whom shall be elected annually, in such manner as the Conven­
tion may designate immediately after its annual meeting shall 
have been called to order. These officers shall continue in office 
until their successors are appointed. Five members of this 
Committee to constitute a quorum.
* Art. V. There shall be an Annual meeting of this Conven­
tion held at such time and place as shall have been previously 
determined and designated by the Executive Committee, when 
the Secretary and Treasurer shall report, the officers shall be 
chosen, and any other appropriate business transacted.

Art. VI. The Executive Committee shall have power to 
make By-Laws for their own government, provided that such 
By-Laws be not inconsistent with this Constitution.

Art. VII. This Constitution may be amended at any 
Annual Meeting, with the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
members present.
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