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* PROCEEDINGS
NINTH ANNUAL MEETING
ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE CLURB
~ OF CANADA ‘
HELD IN MONTREAL

AT THE ST LAWRENCE HALL

ON THE 247111 FEBRUARY 1893

At which were present ;

Captain V. B. RI‘VEHS, R. C. A., President,
Lieut. Frep W. Warre, U. L.,

Capt. A. H. vaN StrRAUBENZEE, R. E,

Captain ErNust F.,' WurtkLg, R. t., Secretm'y—'l,‘l"ea.sumr.
aptain D. MacPuErson, R. L.

gig:xt. R. W. Leonarp, U. L. M W‘.“be'é' of ‘the

Lieut. D. C. CampsrLr, U. L, ’ ATAgINg Comimittee:

Captain H. S. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry.
- Captain R. G. E. Leckie, 75th Batt.

Lieut. E. C. Amos, U. L.

Lieut. L. A. Amos, U, L.

Lieut. T. H. Browne, 5th Batt.

Lieut. W. B. Carruthers, 14th Batt.

} Vice Presidents.
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Lieut. W. E. Cooke, R. C. A. "

, Lisut. R. M. Courtney, U. L
Lieut” C. R.Coutlee, U. L. \
Lieut. Francis Joseph Dixon, U. L.
Lieut. E. H. Drury, U. L.

Lieut. B. H. Fraser, U. L.

Lieut. John G. Gibson, U. L.

Lieut. E. F. B. Gillmore, O. F. B.¢

Lieut. Arthur Hamilton, V. R.-C.

Lieut. W. G. Heneker, Connaught Rangers.
Lieut. J. Houliston, 86th Batt.

Lieut. L. H. Trving, R. L.

Lieut. A. K. Kirkpatrick, U. L.

Lieut. G. M. Kirkpatrick, R. E.

~ Lieut. A. J. Matheson, U. L.
Lieut. O. C. Macpherson, U. L.
Lieut. N. B. McLean, U. L.

. Lieut. B. McLennan, U. L.
Lieut. C, P. Newman, U. L.

Lieut. H. A. Panet, U. L.
Lieut. Geo. G. Rose, U. L.
Lieut. Hazen Ritchie, U. L.
Lieut. W. H. Sullivan, U. L.
Mr. D. B. Pruyn. '

At 10.40 A. M. the Meeting was called to order by
Captain A. H. van Straubenzee, Vice-President, who occu-
pied the chair during the ‘temporary absence of the Pre
sident. '

Moved by Captain A. H.''van Straubenzee, R. E,
Seconded by Mr. R. W. Leonard, U. L.,

That the Minutes of the last Meeting be adopted as
printed with the following amendments : :

Page 3. Re Mackay Memorial. That a Committee be
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appointed to take charge, etc., then after the word “Carried ”
at the end of the motion on page 4, insert, “ The following
gentlemen were nominated by the President, to form the
Mackay Memorial Committee, Captain A. H. van Strau-
benzee, Captain Duncan MacPherson and Mr, R. W.
Leonard and (were unanimously agreed to by the Meeting.”

Page 10.  That the. word “allow ” on line 14, be struck
out and the word “alter” be substituted in lieu thereof.—
Carried.

Captain V. B. Rivers, President, then came in and took
the chair. L 4

The Secretary-Treasurer read his Antual Report for the
year 1892. ~ ‘ ,

The President appointed Messrs. E. H. Drury and H. A.
" Panet, Auditors, who examined the books, signed the same
.as being corréct and reported accordingly.
" Moved by Mr. Fred W. White, U-. L., Seconded by Cap-
tain H. 8. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry,

That the report of the Secretary-Treasurer, as read, be
adopted.—Carried.

Moved by Captain Duncan MacPherson, R. L., Seconded
by Mr. Fred W. White, U. L., i

That a vote of thanks be tendered to the Secretary-
Treasurer for his work on behalf of the Club during the
past year.—Carried.

Jhe question of the Distinctive Badge was then taken
into consideration. The President reported that the Com-
mittee appointed at the last Annual Meeting had had se-
veral meetings but had not arrived at any decision and had
allowed the matter to remain in abeyance.

Moved by Captain A. H. van Straubenzee, R. E., Se-
conded by Captain Duncan MacPherson, R. L.,

. That Messrs. L. Homfray Irving and Francis J oseph
Dixon and Captain J. Chas. MacDougall be a Committee,
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with full powers to adopt a Distinctive Badge to be worn
by the Members.—Carried.

Captain A. H. van Straubenzee read the Committee |
Report on the Memorial to the late Captains Mackay-
Robinson-Stéirs.

Moved by Mr. Fred W. White, U. L., Seconded by Mr:
H. A. Panet, U. L,

That the Report just read by adopted.—Carried.

Moved by Mr. E. H. Drury; U. L, Seconded by Mr.
Greorge M. Kirkpatrick, R. E,

That this Meeting of the Royal Military College Club
expresses its sincere sympathy with the family of the late
Captain W. H. Robinson in his sudden death, and regret
at the early loss of such a gallant and valuable officer, and
intend to do honour to his memory, by placing a memorial
brass in St. George’s Cathedral, Kingston, coupled with
the names of the late Captains Mackay and Stairs.—-Car-
ried unanimously. L

Moved by Mr. W. E. Cooke, R. C. A., Seconded by Mr.
John G. Gibson, U. L,

That this Meeting of the Royal Military College Club
expresses its sincere sympathy with the family of the late
Captain W. G. Stairs in his lamented death, and their deep
regret at the early loss of so distinguished an officer, and
intend to do honour to his memory by placing a memorial
brass in St. George’s Cathedral, Kingston, coupled with the
names of thé late Captains Mackay and Robinson.— Car-
ried unanimously.

Moved by Mr. N. G. VonHugel, R. E, Seconded by
Captain V. B. Rivers, R.C. A,

lst. That a Permanent Memorial Fund be started by the
Royal Military College Club for the purpose of erecting
suitable memorials to such deceased Ex-Cadets of the
Royal Military College, (Canada, who have earned the dis-
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tinction, or for electing trophies of actions in which Ex-
(Cadets have borne conspicuous part. -

2nd. That the fund be suppO)'ted by all Ex-Cadets and
Members of the Royal Military ‘College Club who are wil-
ling to subscribe. _ " .

drd. That the Subscription be One Dollar ($1.00) An-
nually.

4th. That the Fund be managed by the Committee of
the Royal Military College Club, and that the Secretary
and Treasurer of the Club, be ipso facto the Secretary and
Treasurer of the Fynd. ' .

bth. That the votes of all Subscribers be asked for when
it is proposed to erect any memorial or trophy. or before
any considerable expenditure is made from the fund, as
well as to the nature of any memorial or trophy, and that
such shall be decided by an actual majority of votes.

Lucknow, 27-10-92.

Moved in amendment by Mr. R. W. Leonard, U\ L.,
Seconded by Captain Duncan MacPherson, R. L., o

That it is inadvisable to establish a Memorial Fund, for
the reason that it would lessen the honour and that we
consider any deceased member who is worthy of a memo-
rial is also worthy of the labour incident to the getting up
of such a memorial,

The amendment was put to the meeting and cdrried.

The following letter was then read by the Secretary :

PorTLAND, OREGON,

7th Pecember 1892,
Captain Ernest F, Wiirtele, R. L.,
Secretary-Treasurer,
) Royal Military College Club.
Dear Sir,
I'have the honour to offer a suggestion which I desire
you will lay before your honourable Committee and Mem- )




bers at the next Annual Meeting of the Royal Military
College Club.

Recognizing the fact that the (raduates of the Royal
Military College have now reached such a number and that
the standing of the Club is daily increasing and that as a
monument to the Club that the Secretary be instructed to
draft articles of Incorporation of the Royal Military College
Building Association, its object being to incorporate such
Association with say $100,000 Capital Stock, consisting of
1000 Shares of $100 each, with a view of purchasing a lot
of land and the erection of a suitable building thereon,
such that the cellar and ground and 2nd and 3rd floors may
be used by tenants and a source of income be derived
therefrom and the 4th floor be used as a Royal Military
College Club room.

Said lot of land be purchased in one of the great cities
of the Dominion, to be hereafter decided on by a % vote of
the Members, such plans, etc., to be agreed upon by a

Building .Corﬂgnittee.

Turther thé stock for such building be limited to 20
Shares of $100 to any one shareholder, to be paid into the
Treasurer of said Building Committee at the rate of One
Dollar per Share per month until paid and that some Bank
of standing in Canada be made the Treasurer of said insti-
tution, and funds so derived to be drawn by cheque-having
the signature of the President and Committee.

This Hall or Permanent Club Room would then bea
suitable place in which to place memorials of"vl’lﬁinguished
Graduates who have departed this life and be a place
wheérein can be found the records of the Club at any time.

The Assessment of One Dollar -per share per month can
well be met by the members and at the end of 100 months
the $100,000 subscribed Capital Stock will have heen paid
up and funds and interest will allow of this building to
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ilitary | have formed a shape, such that it can be well and profitably
invested.

Royal This may be somewhat premature but its introduction
1l that at this time will ensure its being acted upon at some future
at as a Annual Meeting.
cted to Yours, ete.,

College J. M. Crapp.

e such Moved by Mr. John G. Gibson, U. L., Seconded by Cap-
ting of tain R. G. Edwards Leckie, 75th Datt., ‘
g o lot That Mr. J. M. Clapp’s letter be laid on the table for
oo, consideration at some future date.—Carried.
TS Inay The Secretary then read the following letter and his
df”.'wed report on the subject referred to therein :—
lilitary b ’
Quebec, 8th November 1892,
b cities
vote of
m by a As T know you want every member of the R. M. C.
Club to let you know of any possible openings he may know
d to 20 of for Graduates of the R. M. C.
nto the I'think it may be of use to bring the following possible
- of One openings to the notice of your comnmittee.
1e Bank The “ Indian Civil Service”. This is recruited from
id insti- England and the Colonies by open competitive Exams,
- having held once or twice a year. \ But all information on this
head may be obtained from "Ottawa. From what 1 have
en be a seen of the Civil Service in India the fellow who passes in
guished may be considered a very lucky man.
a place The pay, promotion, leave rules and pension are all on a
1y time, very liberal scale. In fact Civil Service men are by far
nth can the best off in India. The grades composing the Indian
months Civil Service are varied amongst them are, Governors,
pen paid Commissioners of Provinces and Districts, J udges, Collec-
Iding to tors. Magistrates and Settlement Officers and in fact

My dear Wiirtele,
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near]y every branch of the administration except Engineer. |

jing and Forestry.

- T cannot attempt to give you any accurate information,
but what T want do is to try and draw your attention to
the excellent openings offered every year to our men which
are apparently unknown to them.

Another subject I would like to bring to your notice is
the possibility of getting the Indian (10\’6] nment to giveto
the Graduating Class of the R. M. C. one or two appoint:
ments a year in its Engmeemlg Depa.rtment

At present the Indian Government has a college of its
own at Coopers Hill, England, through which all its men
have to pass. But T feel conhdent that something might
be done by our Government at Ottawa, to obtain for u
the same concession from the Indian (mvernment as 1§
granted to the College by the Imperial authorities i. e. one
or two appmntments a year in its Civil Engineering Depart-
ment. )

The Civil Engmeem under the Indian Government form
a large body of men, who do all the great works in India
1nc]ud1n<r Railroads, Canals, Irrigation, Roads, Bridges and
in fact Sl the ]Lngmeelmﬂf work of. that vast country,
except the Military works done by the R. E. Department,

Their pay, promotion, pension ‘and leave rules run a
nehr ly the same lines as for Royal Engineers, and any
young fellow fortunate enough to obtaln an appointment
to the above branch may be C(mﬂdered as established for
life.

From the day of landing in India the pay in either o
the above Departments would be enough to allow a man to
live fairly well and to marry if he desired in a couple o
years. I think if the Canadian Government would commu
nicate with the Viceroy, Lord Lansdowne, that he, knowing
Canada and the R. M. C. as he does, would sta.nd a friend
to us.
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i.
ingineer. If you think that the R. M. C. Club Committee would
care to go deeper into this matter, I will send you the*

rmation, regulations of the above Departments on my
2ntion to India.

1 which

return to

Hoping that these suggestions may bear fruit through
the efforts of the R. M. C. Club.
notiee iy . )
T I remain, Yours sincerely
0 g1ve to ) ’

appoint: A. J. bE LoTBINILRE.

ye of its 'SECRETARY’S REPORT

1ts men >
i ON THE
ng might
n for u EXAMINATION FoOR ThHE CrviL SERVICE oF INDIA.
nt as i i
i B 006 Quebec, 27th December 1892,

r Depart: In connection with, Mr. A. Joly de Lotbiniere’s letter

I desire to add that shortly after its receipt I called at the
Office of the Provincial Secretary and was shewn the Rules
governing the Open Competitive Examination above refer-
dges and | red to, as, however, they were provided with but one copy
country, B8 which could not be allowed to leave the Department, T
artment. S communicated with the Secretary of the Civil Service Com-
- run on B mission, London, who very kindly s

and any In order to give the Member
oilntment

ent form
in India

ent me twelve copies.

'S a general outline of the

necessary qualifications, etc., I herewith submit a few

shed for B extracts from the papers received. Should any Member
desire to obtain further information it will be cheerfully

either of i furnished upon application to the Secretary.

a man t

couple of B ExtRacT FrOM THE ReGuraTiOoNs o tHE Crvin Sgrvick
| commu oF INDIA.

knowing

| a friend 1. The examination will b

e held in London, England, on
, and following days.

the First of August 1893




2. The qualifications are :—

(@) That the Candidate is a natural-born subject of Her
Majesty.

(h) 'l)‘,hat his age will be above twenty-one years an]
under twenty-three years, on the First April 1893.

(¢) That he has no disease, constitutional affection, or
bodily infirmity unfitting him, or likely to unfit him for the
~ Civil Service of India.

(«f) That he is of good moral character.
3. Selected Canditates before proceeding to India wil

be on probation for one year, at the end of which time they §

will be required to pass a further examination.

4. Persons desirous to be admitted as Candidates, must
apply on Forms, which may be obtained from the Secretary
Civil Service Commission, London, S. W. at any time after
the 1st December 1892. The Forms must be returned s
as to be received at the Office of the Civil Service Commis-
sioners on or before 31st May 1893.

5. To be admitted for Fxamination, the Candidate is
required to pay a fee of £5.

6. The Examination will be on the following subjects -
English Composition. .
FEnglish Language and Literature.
French Language and Literature.
German Language and Literature.
Latin Language and Literature.
Greek Language and Literature.
Sanskrit Language and Literature.
Arabic Language and Literature.
English History.

General Modern History.
Greek History.

Roman History.
Mathematics.

.
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Advanced Mathematics.
Political Economy and Economic History.
Logic and Mental Philosophy.
Yours very truly,
ErNEst F. WURTELE.

Moved by Captain H. S. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry, Se-
conded by Mr. Bartlett McLennan, U. L.,

That the letter and report just read and referring to the
Indian Civil Service be published in the proceedings for
the information of the Members.——Carried.

Moved by Captain A. H. van Straubenzee, RR. E., Se-
conded by Captain Ernest F. Wurtele, R. L.,

That the addition to By-Law 5, which was added in
1890, be amended to read as follows :--

“ Gentlemen who are, or at any time have been connected
with the Royal Military College, may be clected Honorary
Members by Seventy-five per cent of the Members present
at any Annual General Meeting of the Club voting in fa-
vour of the election of the gentleman nominated.—Carried.

Moved by Captain A. H. van Straubénzee, R L.,

Seconded by Captain E. Thornton Taylor, Cheshire Regi-
ment, !
That Major-General E. O. Hewett, C. M. G., R. E.
formerly Commandant of the Royal Military College, be
elected an Honorary Member of this Club, with effect, from
May 1886.—Carried unanimously.

Moved by Captain E. Thornton Taylor, Cheshire Regi-
ment, Seconded by Captain A. H. van Straubenzee, R. E,

That Colonel E. Kensington, late R. A., formerly Pro-
fessor of Mathematics and Artillery, at the Royal Military
College, be elected an Honorary Member of this Club.- -
Carried unanimously.

Moved by Captain Ernest F. Wiirtele, R. L., Seconded
by Captain H. S. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry,
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That By-Law No. 12, be amended so as to read :—

“ Any member shall be eligible for election as a Lify
Member on payment of Flfty dollars in one sum. N, B
Fees derived from Life Members shall be invested, and the
interest only shall be used for ordinary purposes”.—Carrie,

An adjournment then took place for luncheon.

The Meeting reassembled at 3.30 with Mr. Fred W,
‘White, Vice-President in the chair.

Moved by Mr. Francis Joseph Dixon, U. L., Seconde]
by Mr. L. Homfray Irving, R. L.

That the Constitution and By-Laws be cancelled ang
superseded by the following :—(See Official Communication
No 4, 1892).

Moved in amendment by Mr. R. W. Leonard, U. L,
Seconded by Mr. A. K. Kirkpatrick, U. L.

That the reprinting and arrangement of the By-Laws
which is most desirable, be left in the hands of the Manag
ing Committee, who may prepare such alterations as they
deem (Ld\rlsable for consideration at the next Annual
Meeting. 7~Cmucd

The (Jhail man then appointed Messrs. B. H. Fraser and
J. Houliston, Scrutineers, to examine and report upon the
Ballots cast for the election of Officers for the current year,
The Ballots were then handed to these gentlemen by the
Secretary.

Captain A. H. van btraubenzee read a paper entitleda
¢“Sketch of the Lives aund Services of the late Captains H,
B. Mackay, W. H. Robinson and W. G. Stairs”.

Moved by Mr. R. W. Leonard, U. L., Seconded by M.
E. H. Drury, U. L.

That the paper just read be printed in the Proceedings
and form the first of a series which it is to be hoped may
be issued by the Club from year to year.—Carried.

Moved by Captain D. MacPherson, R. L., Seconded by
Mr. E. H. Drury, U. L,
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That the thanks of the Club be extended to Captain A.
H. van Straubenzee for his zeal and painstaking studies
devoted towards the preparation of the paper just read.—-
Carried.

Captain van Straubenzee in a few words thanked the
Club for the motion passed in his favour.

The Scrutineers having completed their work, presented
the following result of the Ballot cast for election of Offi-
cers -

Number of Ballots. returned . ... ..

Disallowed for non-compliance with BVL(LW X l X.

Number of votes cast. ... ... ... ..
For PREsIDENT.

Lieut. R. W. Leo
Scattering. . . . .

For Vice-PresipeNts.
Capt. J. B. Cochrane, U. L, R.M. C... ...
Capt. H. 8. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry

Scattering . . . . . . \
For SECRETARY-TREASURER.

Capt. Ernest F. Wiirtele, R. L...........
Scattering
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)

For MaNaGING COMMITTEE.

Capt. D. MacPherson, R. L

Lieut. W. A. H. Kerr, U. L :
Lieut. Fred. W. White, U. L. ".. ... ...
Lieut. D. C. Campbell, U. L

Lieut. L. Homfuy Irving, R. LL

Se (Lttelmo' 5 5 b

The f()lluwmtr Oflicers were declared elected for the ep.
suing year

President :—Licut. R. W. Leonard, U. L., Niagara Fally
Ont.

Vice-Presidents :—Capt. J. B. Cochrane, U. L., R. M. (,
Kingston, Ont.

Capt. H. S. Greenwood, 4th Cavaly,
® Cornwall, Ont.

Secretary-Treasurer .—Capt. Ernest F. Wiirtele, R. L,

Quebec, Que. (Re-elected).

Managing Commattee :—
Capt. D. MacPherson, R. L., Montreal, Que. ( Re-elected),
Lieut. W. A. H. Kerr, U. L., 'iloronto, Ont.
Lieut. Fred. W. White, U. L., Ottawa, Ont.
Lieut. D.C. Campbell, U. L., Ottawa, Ont. (Re-elected).
Lieut. L. Hmnfmy Irving, R. L, Toronto, Ont.

Moved by Mr. A, K Kirkpatrick, U. L., Seconded by
Capt. H. 8. Greenwood; 4th Cavalry, .

That a vote of thanks be tendered to the retiring Presi
dent.—Carried.

Moved by Lieut. J. Houliston, 86th Battalion, Seconded

by Lieut. G. G. Rose, U. L,
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That this meeting do now adjourn.—Carried.

~

The Eighth Annual Dinner was held in the evening of
the same date in the Guards’ old Mess Room, St. Lawrence
Hall, Covers were laid for fifty and a most enjoyable time
was spent. ;

The Guests present were —Major-General 1. J. (.
Herbert, C. B. Commanding the Militia, Lieut.-Colonel C.
F. Houghton, D. A. (., Lieut.-Colonel G. Mattice and
Major A. Roy Brigade Majors, Capt. E. Streatfeild, A. D.
C, Professor Forshaw Day and Gentleman Cadet Battalion
Sergt-Major Armstrong of the Royal Military College, Mr.
R. G. Leckie, Captain J. P, Edwards, “ Canadian Military
Gazette " and representatives of the “Montreal Star 7,
“QGazette ” and “ Witness ”. .
- After the usual loyal toasts of the “Queen” and our
“Governor-General ” had been honoured, the Secretary
read letters of regret from the Hon. J. (. Patterson,
Minister of Militia and Defence, Colonel C. T, Panet,
Deputy Minister of Militia and Defence, and Colonel
Walker Powell, Adjutant (General.

Mr. Fred W. White then proposed the ‘¢ Army, Navy
and Auxiliary Forces ” which was responded to by Major-
General Herbert, who made the speech of the evening.
After expressing pleasure at being present, the General
paid a tribute to the usefulness of the Royal Military
Collegewand the Club which the Ex—CadeEs had formed,
stating that in all the countries of which he had experience,
the British nation was the only one that kept up old asso-
ciations of this kind, which had a]l helped to make the
history of gng.land a history which was not yet closed by

9

-
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any means. (Cheers). He then alluded to the success (f
the Graduates, and paid a just tribute to the memory of
Mackay, Robinson and Stairs. "He approved heartily of
the action the Club had taken in doing honour to thej
memory. The Graduates were distributed over the face of
the globe, and he was glad to sce present that evening g
Officer (Mr. Geo. M. Kirkpatrick, R. E.) who had just
returned from a most important expedition 1o Moroce,
Recently in Quebec he had met another officer (Mr. H. P,
Casgrain, R. E.) who had just come home from the N, W,
frontier of India. He expressed the hope that he might
often have the pleasure of dining with_ the Club. (Cheers),
Other toasts which followed and were duly responded t
were :—The ‘“Royal Military College ”. “ Our Gueds’
*Our Absent Comrades” the ¢ Ladies” the ¢ Press”.

Songs were sung by Messrs. Leckie,v,ﬁeneker, Coutlee
and Armstrong and a number of speeches made.

The singing of “God Save the Queen” brought the re
union to a close and which was pronounced by all as,
most successful and pleasant meeting, and Dinner.

During the course of the Dinner telegrams were received
from the undermentioned gentlemen and read by the
Secretary :—

Major S. J. A. Denison, and Messrs. R. B. Jack and A,
R. Wetmore. ot ;

The Secretary takes this opportunity of acknowledging
the receipt of letters from the undermentioned Gentlemen,
expressing regret at their inability to be present at the
Meeting :—
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ains, A. G. G. Wiirtele, U. L,R. M.C. F. M.
Ga(l}l?igijlﬁ., C. A, W. M. Davis, Oxfor.d Rifles, J. Chas.
MacDougall, C. R. I., and Messrs. Emile Doucet, U. L.,
J. F. Taylor, U. L., W. W. Grant, U. L, F. C. Anderson,
U. L, J. G. Hearn, U. L., and Lawrence M Lambe, U. L.

The attention of Members is drawn to 'the L Cmu}dian
Military Institute ” 941 I.(}ng St. West, Toronto, with a
view of having such as visit that .Clt.y, ma.ke use of the
same as a rendez-vous where they will mvariably find some

R. M. C. men.

Mr. L. ‘Homfray Irving, R. L., is the Secretary of the
Institute.




ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER

OF THE

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE CLUB
OF CANADA

FOR THE YEAR 1892.
QueBkec, 10th January 1893,
To the President, Officers and Members,
Rovar Minrrary COI:\LEGE CLus,
Gientlemen, \

I have the honour to submit herewith the Anxuw
Report for the year 1892 and which has been subdividel
intg different parts with a view of giving you a compre
hensive and thorough unde”rsta&dm«r of the work performed
during the year under consxdemtlon

No. 1. -GENERAL REV[E&N

The year 189 n be considered the most eventful in
the existence of t Club both as regards the very markel
increase in its membershlp as well as the increased interet
ménifested by its members individually.
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Although our organization is termed a Club, neverthe-
less we fully comprehend that its intentions and objects
are far more reaching than the literal meaning of the word.
Its signification in our case really means the building up

 of a systematic method of mutual support and assistance,

combined with the enjoyment to be derived from a Club
constituted on the basis of a means of recreation and the
renewing of and making of new acquaintances.

With such an object in view it is justly expected that
each individual member will contribute freely his share
towards its fulfillment and render at all times such assis-
tance and support as will eventually, if not in the near
future, place our organization in the position of being
ackowledged and recognized as an honour to ourselves and
Country.

An investigation would perhaps reveal the fact that some
have not joined our ranks under the plea that they see no
actual benefits to be derived for themselves. Let us hope
that the number so disposed is small. ~ Although it may be
said that the majority of members now fill positions which
render them quite independent of the benefits to be derived
from membership, nevertheless we should look further and
remember our less fortunate comrades. By constantly
keeping the Secretary conversant with such information as
vill lead to the finding of employment for its members,
they will be doing an act that will reflect most creditably
upon themselves individually and the Club generally.

The younger members will naturally come in for the
greatest benefits and it is well that it should be thus, serving
as a means of encouragement to them and at the same time
giving the older members an opportunity of doing a good
turn.,

The establishment of that friendly and brotherly feeling
and * Esprit-de-Corps ” which is so necessary to attain our

(
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objects in their highest degree should prove of “sufficient
weight and importance to make the present members use
their best endeavours and influence in getting all eligible
Ex-Cadets, who have not as yet joined our ranks, to dosp
during the course of the present year, 80 that we can stand
« shoulder to shoulder” in the ad_vemc;menv of the Royal
Military College Club of Canada. ‘

I have given this matter considerable attention simply
because from the official position I have held during the
year I have concluded that the members do not fully under-
stand the,real objects of the Club.

During the past year every means have been taken to
give publicity to the Club, both in the way of correspon-
dence and circulars and through the medium of the Press
in the way of notes contributed to the ¢ Canadian Military
(tazette ”, our Official Organ, and we can safely state with
a satisfactory result.

It was considered advisable that the Secretary, in virtue
of his official capacity, should interview the General Officer
Commanding the Militia, with reference to the Appoint-
ments to the Permanent Force of Canada, as well as other
matters incidental to the Club. The first interview
with Major-General Herbert, C. B., was held on the I4th
of July, at Levis, during the Camp of Instruction of the
7th Military District, and on a subsequent date, the 11th
of “August at the Officers Quarters of- the Regiment of
Canadian Dragoons, Quebec, when the Hon. Mackenzie
Bowell, then Minister of Militia and Defence was present.
These interviews were calculated to give prominence to our
existence as well as to represent to the proper authorities
the consideration which the Graduates of the Royal Mili
tary College of Canada are entitled to receive in the casw
of appointments to the Permanent Force of Canada.
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No. 2.—MEMBERSHIP.

The increase in the Membership is most gratifying and
clearly establishes the fact that the Club is appreciated by
thosev\\'lm have enrolled their names on the List. A deci-
gion on the part of the present members to work towards
getting everyyeligible Ex-Cadet as a member would cer-
tainly serve to increase the number during the current

yCB:I'.

Jan. 1st 1892.
Total Members enrolled . . . .
Less deceased Members. . ...

Enrolled during year 1892.
Ordinary Members. .. ...
Life Members . . ..

LESS

Transferred from Ordinary to Life Mem-
bership . . .
Less Loss by death during year 1892..
Total Membership 1st January 1893 . ..
Subdivided as follows :—
Ordinary Members

Life Members

Members in good §tnnding. e e
Members in Arrears . .. ... ... ..o ove--




" No. 3. - FINANCIAL: STATEMENT.

The Statement submitted herewith shows a deficit apg
it is no doubt in order that an explanation should accom
pany the same.

Upon assuming office it was deemed of the greatest im.
portance that measures should be at once taken to place
the Club upon a firmer basis and make its existence better
known to the Ex-Cadets. This required a considerable
outlay for the purpose of publishing the Circulars which
you have received during the course of the past year, the
purchase of a set of Club books, Stationery, R(’Lelpt and
Cheque Books, and the letmv of the Proceedings and
Reference B()ok The heaviest ltem was that of tln latter
and which is the only liability which remained unprovided
for from the receipts during the year.

The balance of $47.21 which remained in the hands of
the late Secretary-Treasurer was charged to his personal
account, and the Books written up on a new basis.

STATEMENT OF THE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDL
TURE

FOR THE YEAR 1892

RECEIPTS.

To Life Membership Subscriptions, 4 at $25.00.. $100.00
“  Annual bubscuptlons for year 1885.. $1.00

do “do do 1886 . 2.00

do do do 1887. . 4.00

do do do 1888.. 5.00

do do do 1889.. 7.00

Carried forward $19.00 $100.00
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Brought forward $19.00 $100.00
To Annual Subscriptions for year 1890.. 14.00
« do do do 1891.. 29.00
“ do do do 1892 .. 83.00
« do do do 1R93.. 27.00

icit angd
[ accom:
« Proceeds Sight Draft on F. W. White for $50 .00
« Interest on Deposit in Union Bank... 3.30
« Difference in Exchange on Remittances 1.72

vtest im-
to place
ce better
siderable
s which
year, the

eipt and
! 3. Paper Covers at 28 do

10.09

provided

« Proceeds Sale of Reference Books.

Total Receipts................... $336 .86

hands of
personal
3

EXPENDITURE,
PENDIL ) 7
By Paid Quebec Engraving Co. Club Cut and
CRLECIOS . . oo e e e
« do Canadian Military Gazette, subscription
for 1 year
do Dep'mt of Agriculture, Copyright Fee
re :—Reference Book e
do Tsraél Turcot, Club Books, (Journal,
Cash, Ledger, Minute, Address and
Letter Record Books) ;
do Tsraél Turcot, 300 Receipt Forms for

— Carried forward ...

$100.00




Brought forward
By Paid Dawson & Co, Letter Copying Book. . .
“ do E. Vincent, Letter heads, Envelopes and
wrappers
do TIsraél Turcot, Cheque Book, Union

do Israél Turcot, 300 Forms, re:—Refe-
rence Book
do E. Vincent, Scrap Book
do Tsraél Turcot, on acct. Reference Book.
do do Official Communications.
do General Expense, Telegrams, Express,
BUC . oo e be i BB REE B INAEI NS MY
do  Israél Turcot, Proceedings, Sth Annual
Meeting 10.00
do Postage on Official Correspondence and
Communications. . . ... ............. 27.53
s —
Total Expenditure. ... ............ $185.15
¢ Balance, Cash in Union Bank 151.71
$336.86

]

STATEMENT OF THE ASSETS AND LIABILITIES,

LIABILITIES.

Israél Turcot, Balance due on Reference Book . .. $100.00
Capt. Ernest F. Wiirtele, Salary as Secretary, 1892, 100.00

$200.00

(Cash

On-Sp
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Brought forward................. $200.00
LESS.
(ash Assets in Union Bank

DEDUCT.

On-Special Deposit, 5, Life Members Sub. 125.00

TH8S.
503
Captain Ernest F. Wiirtele’s Salary for year 1892,
_ which was written oft by him in view of the
heavy expenditure igeurred in placing the
9758 Club on a sound basis, the Club in conse-
— quence not being in a financial position to
$185.15 meet this liability. ... ... ........... $100.00
151.71 T

10.00

$336.8
—— W %o & _CLUBBOOKS AND YEARLY STATEMENT.

peﬁcit, 1st January 1893 $73.29

LITIES,

Tn accordance with the recommendations made and the
authority given, at the last Annual Meeting, the Club is
now in possession of a set of Books specially designed to
siit its requirements. The system adopted is Double
$100.00 @ Entry Book-Keeping. The business connected with the

100.00 IR administration of the Club has been written up from its
_ oyganiznt-ion in 1884 and the Yearly Statement submitted
$200.00 Jl herewith will give the members a general knowledge of the
same. .

An account has been opened with each individual mem-




ber, the benefit of which is self evident and requires
further comment.

The following compose the set, of Books. Cash, Journ|,
Ledger, Minute, Address and Letter Record Books.

YEARLY STATEMENT.

TAKEN 1ST JANUARY 1893,

Dg. CR.

General Expense Account. . $58.43 | Interest Account
Printing do .. 152.20| Life Membership Sub. Acct.
Stationery, (Books) do .. 27.00| Annual Subscriptions, 1884,
Stationery do .. 30.82| Annual Subscriptions, 1885.
Postage do .. 58.33| Annual Subscriptions, 1886.
Salaries do .. 100.00| Annual Subscriptions, 1887.
Cash do .. 151.71| Annual Subscriptions, 1888,
F. W. White do .. 30.21| Annual Subscriptions, 1889.
Reference Book, do .. 154.05 ‘ Annual Subscriptions, 1890.
| Annual Subscriptions, 1891.
Annual Subscriptions, 1892,
Annual Subscriptions, 1893.
Israél Turcot, Account .. ..

No. 5.—CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.

A casual observation of the undermentioned figures wil
serve to illustrate the fact that the members have ,mani
fested considerable interest in the Club and are becoming
more conversant with its existence and objects. A conti
nuation of the exchange of correspondence between the
Secretary and the Members is most desirable and will be
the means of promoting the general welfare of the Club.
All matters appertaining in any manner to the Club orits
~ Members, whether directly or indirectly should be commu

picate
action




uires nicated to the Secretary with a view of enabling further
action being taken if found necessary.
J ourna|,
8. No. of letters written
No. of answers received

No. of letters received
No. of answers sent

Total number of letters written
Total number of letters received

Total number of letters exchanged, (from
15th March to 31st Dec.)..........

OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS ISSUED.

Official Communication, No. 244 1Acknmvledged 83
J T

Official Communication, No. 2, 229
Official Communication, No. 3, 233 | Acknowledged, 41
Official Communication, No. 4, 233 [ (To 31st Dec.)
Card of Information, 244

No. of Copies of By-Laws issued, 15

yures vil No. 6.—THE REFERENCE BOOK.

ve ,mani

becoming The compilation of the Reference Book was begun shortly
A conti U after the date of the last Annual Meeting, about the end

ween the J of March, and was first sent out to such as were entitled

d willbe B to receive them on the First of September. A glance at

the Club. B the contents will be sufficient to account for the heavy

lub orits J expenditure incurred in its publication, as two-thirds of the

e commi i} same consists of the most difficult kind of work.
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Bound Cnpws were sent to the Complimentary List, o
per list submitted with this report, as well as to the Oﬂ],
cers and past Ofticers of the Club. All others received the
paper covers. The book was calculated to give promineng
to the Club as well as to serve as a handy reference to i
Members, and the result as judged by the replies received,
establish beyond a doubt that its objects were fully re,
lized.

I cannot allow the opportunity to pass without Placing
on record the assistamce received from Lieut.-Colonel §, (|
McGill, Statt’” Adjutant, Royal Military College, Captai
A. H. van Straubenzee, R. E.; and Messrs. l‘mnus Joseph
Dixon, U. L.. and L' Homfray Irving, R. L, their
prompt compliance to' requests for 1nf0rmat10n requued in
compiling the book. To Mr. Dixon in particular is due iy
a very great measure the success of the publication, l1av1ng
proved lmnself most untiring in his efforts to furnish infor
mation and making suggestions of such a character g
resulted in their .Lduptlon

STATEMENT OF BOOKS ISSUED.

To Complimentary List, Bound Copies
“ Members of the Club, Bound Copies
“ Members of the Club, Paper Copies. . ...

« Used for the purpose of noting corrections
made by members, Paper Covers o

«“ Members of the Club, who reported the
non-receipt of books, Paper Covers. .

Total Copies issued




y LiSt, a
0 the Of.
seived the
"Ominengg
ncee to ity
 received,

tully reg.

1t plncing
onel §, (|
) Captﬂin
cis o oseph

for their
equired i
18 due i
on, having
nish infop
wracter g

e B s

Brought forward
To Sale of Books, Bound Copies
« Sale of Books, Paper Covers............

Total copies issued and sold
Balance on hand.
Bound Copies...............
Paper Covers. ... ........ ... ...

Total Copies ordered

COMPLIMENTARY COPIES ISSUED.

His Excellency The Right Hon. Lord Stanley of Preston,
jovernor General.
Hon. J. C. Patterson, Minister of Militia and Defence.
Sir A. P. Caron, K.C.M.G., Late Minister of Militia and
Defence. .
Hon. Mackenzie Bowell, Late Minister of Militia and
Defence, P

(olonel C. E. Panet, Deputy Minister of Militia and Dc-
fence. i

Major-General 1. J. C. Herbert, C.B., Commanding the
Militia. .

Lieut.-General Sir F. D. Middleton, Late Commanding the
" Militia.

Colonel Walker Powell)) Adjutant General.

Major General D. R. Cameron, C.M.G., Commandant,
Royal Military College. ,

Major General E. O. Hewett, C.M.G., Late Commandant,

Royal Military College. ’
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Major General J. R. Oliver, C.M.G., Late Commandant,
Royal Military College.

Lieut.-Col. 8. C. McGill, Staff Adjutant, Royal Military
College. : '

Lieut.-Col. J. Bramley Ridout, Late Captain of Cadets .
Royal Military ‘College.

Captain J. P. Edwards, Canadian Military Gazette.

Mr. D. Brymner, Keeper of the Archives, Ottawa.

Mr. F. A. McCord, Law Clerk, House of Commons, Ottawa,

The Mess Secretary, A. and B. Troops, Regiment Canadian,
Dragoons. ’ .

The Mess Secretary, A. B. and C. Batteries, Regiment
Canadian Artillery: '

The Mess Secretary, Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 Cos., Canadian
Regiment of Infantry.

Canadian Military Institute#oronto, Ontario.

Royal United Service Institute, London, England.

Royal Colonial"Institute, London, England.

Imperial Institute, London, England.

United Service Institute, India.

Canadian Society of Civil Engineers, Montreal, Que.

Literary & Historical Society, Quebec, Que.

Library, Canadian Government Offices, London, England,

Library, Royal Military College, Kingston, Ont.

Library, Royal Artillery, Woolwich, England.

Library, Royal Engineers, Chatham, England.

Library, British Museum, London, England.

Library, McGill College, Montreal, Que.

Library, Toronto University, Torento, Ontario.

Library, Laval University, Quebec, Que.

Public Library, Toronto, Ontario.

Quebec Garrison Club, Quebec,Que.

Department of Agriculture, (Two copies), Ottawa, Ontario,

Parliamentary Library, Ottawa, Ontario.

do do Toronto, Ontario.

Parli:

The
broug
bers |
nectic
make
of all
Colleg
means
dence
Secre
apper
his ha
nicate

The b
purpo
nicati
that y
the su
50 ren

Ca
zette’




nandant,
Military

Cadets, .
e.

- Ottawa,
anadian,

legiment

Canadian

England,

, Ontario,

¢
— 33 —

Parliamentary Library, Quebec, Que.
do do Halifax, N. S.
do do Fredericton, N. B,
do do Winnipeg, Man.
do do Regina, N. W. T.
do do Charlottetown, P. E. I.
do do Victoria, B. C.

No. 7.—-THE SCRAP BOOK.

The Scrap Book is now a matter offact and has been
brought to the Meeting for the purpose of giving the Mem-
bers present a general idea of its intentions, and in con-
nection with which it is to be hoped the Members. will
make it a pleasant duty to forward to the Secretary copies
of all papers containing articles referring to the Club,
College or its members respectively. The object being a
means of placing on record their occupation, place of resi-
dence, dorngs, and so forth, with a view of enabling the
Secretary to become more conversant with all matters
appertaining to his official position and thereby placing in
his hands such information as will permit him to commg-
nicate the same to such as make application to that effect.
The back part of the book has been made use of for the
purpose of keeping on file a copy of all Circulars,  Commu-
nications, etc:, issued by the Club. It but remains to add
that you are all earnestly requested to contribute towards
the success of this undertaking and to state that services
so rendered will be duly appreciated.

No. 8.—THE OFFICIAL ORGAN.

)
Captain J. P. Edwards, of the “Canadian Military Ga-
wtte”, our Official Organ, has at all times been most
3
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willing to devote its Space to our requirements; and we
have on every available occasion made use of its columng
to publish our Circulers and Communications as well as to
contribute Club 110;:3} from time to time. This so far has
been left in the hands of the Secretary and who will he
most happy to have members communicate to him such
i])formati011 as they would like to appear in its pages, and
who for reasons best known to themselves do not wish to
send the information direct to the paper in question.

The consideration of this subject affords me an opportu.
nity of again drawing your attention to the desirability of
establishing a monthly journal in connection with the Club,
This subject 1 had the honour of introducing at the Meeting
in 1890 and at a subsequent Meeting in 1891 presented a
general review of the objects and henefits to be attained.
This was included in the Printed Proceedings of the latter
year, thereby doing away with the necessity of a repetition
of the same here. , T may add that T am more convineed
than ever that we require something of the kind and invite
the Members to look upon it as a certainty of the near
future, with a view of preparing themselves to contribute
to its success both financially and with material for its
pages. .

As an example T would respectfully draw your attention
to the “ St. George’s Gazette » a regimental paper published
in the interests of the 5th Northumberland Fusiliers and

~ which has lately completed its tenth year, and T feel conf-
dent that a paper conducted on the same lines and with
the addition of being a combined Military and Civil Gazette
would prove of incalculable benefit to our Club.  Serviyg
as a.connecting link to bind together its members and thei
interests, who in virtue of their occupations are and wil
continue to be geographically separated,
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No. 9.-—MILITARY INFORMATION.

The original intention, under this heading, was to present
in as concise a manner as possible, a tabulated statement,
giving in detail the Appointments, Promotions and Ret1re~
ments of such as hold or have held Commissions in the
Impelml and Canadian Service as well as a record of their
services in a Military capamty, but on consideration and in
view of the little attention paid to the request containe
in the Card of Information and Guidance, which was 1ssue§}v
on the 23rd of MQ 1892, the matter could not be enter-
tained.

The only alternative which presents itself and which
would likely meet with better success, would be to issue a
printed form with spaces for the requlred answers, and mail
the same from two to three months in advance of the close
of the year so as to enable their return to tife Secretary in
the latter part of December of each year.

Needless to add that by a compliance with such a request
that this part of the Secretary’s work could be made to
embrace such information as would have a tendency to
permit of a more thorough undersianding and knowledge
of the doings of our comrades.

The following will serve to partly illustrate the nature
of the information which has been and is again requested
and which it is to be hoped will in the futule be forwarded
with regularity.

\

IMPERIAL SERVICE.
1892

Captain J. Irvine Lang, Royal Engineers, was employed
as Boundary Commissioner, for the delimitation of the




Frontier on the West of the Gold Coast Colony, bhetween
the English and French Protectorates.

Lieut. George M. Duff, Royal Engineers, was appointed
Executive Engineer, 1n charge of the Defensive Works, at
Rangoon India.

Lieut. George M. Kirkpatrick, Royal Engineers, was
appointed Aide-de-Camp to the General Officer Commanding
the Thames District.

Lieut. P. G. Twining, Royal Engineers, was employed
on the Survey of the country between Mombasa and Vieto-
ria Nyanza, for the purpose of reporting upon the practi-
bility and probable cost of a Railway line between these
two points.

Captain P. E. Gray, Royal Artillery, was appointed Staf
Captain, School of Gunnery, Western District, Plymouth,
on the first April 1892.

CANADIAN PERMANENT CORPS.

Lieut. Wm. E. Cooke, U. L., was appointed Lieutenant
in the Regiment of Canadian Artillery, from the 20th
October 1892.

Lieut. and Brevet Captain S. J. A. Denison was appointed
Adjutant of the Royal School of Infantry at London, Ont,
with effect from the 8th October 1892.
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Lieut. Victor A. S. Williams, “B” Troop, Canadian
Dragoons, attended a short course of Instruction with the
5th Dragoon Guards, Aldershot, England, from 4th April
to 6th May 1892.

Captain C. J . MacDougall, Canadian Regiment Infantry,
took a special course of Instruction in August 1892, At
tached to the 7lst Highland Light Infantry, at Aldershot,
England.

Capt. B. W. 8. van Straubenzee, South Wales Borderers,
was appointed Instructor in Topography, at the Royal
Military College, $andhurst, on the 6th Sept. 1892.

”n

Captain B. W. van Straubenzee, with “G” Company
94th Regiment won the Evelyn Wood Challenge Cup at
Bisley, in 1892, for the best Company in the Army at
Field Firing. Marks were given for hits, Control-fire,
Discipline, Drill.

4

No. 10.—THE DEATH ROLL.

The saddest duty devolving upon the Secretary, is that
of adding to the already too large list of names which now
compose the Death Roll.

The year 1892 has been an exceptional one in that respect:
as it is the Secretary’s painful duty to have to chronicle the
death of Four Graduates of the Royal Military College of
Canada, as follows :—

Ciptain William Grant Stairs, late Welsh Regiment,
who succombed to hardships and malaria in Africa, after
having made a world wide reputation as a most efficient
soldier and explorer, and Right Hand Man of Mr. Henry M.




Stanley, and whose death is greatly regretted not only by
his “comrades and Canadians, but by the whole civilized
world. b

Captain William Henry Robinson, late Royal Engineer,
who was killed in Action at Tambi, West Africa, on the
14th of March 1892, His magnificent conduct under fire
and his soldier like qualities, won the admiration of all
those with whom he was gssociated. His death at the
moment when he had so distinguished himself as to eam
the recognition a soldier covets adds considerably to the
wad and untimely terminatiou of his career.

Lieut. Charles Francklyn Almon, late Royal Artillery,
who died of pneumonia at Halifax, on the Tth of May 1892,

Lieut. John Alder Smart, Unattached List, who died a
Chicago, on the 7th November 1892, while on his way
home from Denver. The deceased had been ill for a long
time and had gone to the latter place in the hopes of re-
gaining strength.

Let us hope that many a year may roll by before it be-
comes the Secretary’s sad duty to add more names to this
list.

No. 11.—THE ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE.

The relation which the Club bears to the College, is such
as entitles and demands that the latter should receive con-
sideration in the Annual Report of the Sécretary-Treasurer.
Moreover a brief review of the year will interest such as
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reside at remote places and who are in consequence not in
a position to otherwise obtain the information, which will
no doubt prove of interest and serve to remind the Members
of the duty they owe to the College, by endeavouring tQ
increase the number of Cadets with a view to a future
increase in our own ranks.

The number of Graduates in June last, was 14, out of
which 9 have to date enrolled their names with the Club.

Sergeant Francis Henry Vercoe, is in the distinguished
osition of being the winner® of higher aggregate marks
than have ever been gained by a Graduate.

The prize winners were as follows :—

STANLEY MEDALS.

Gold Medal, Sergeant Francis Henry Vercoe.”

Silver Medal, Co. Sergt.-Major James Fredgrick Fraser.

Bronze Medal, Batt. Sergt.-Major Wilfrgd Chatterton
Dumble.

Sword of Honour, for Good Conduct and Discipline.

Co. Sergt.-Major James Frederick Fraser.

THE LORD STANLEY PRIZE.

Batt. Sergt.-Major Wilfred Chatterton Dumble.

Recommended for Commissions in Her Majesty’s Regu-
lar Army.

Royal Engineers, Batt. Sergt.-Major Wilfred Chatterton
Dumble.

Royal Artillery, Gentleman-Cadet Henry Robert Visart
de Bury.

Infantry, Sergt. Francis Ferguson Duffus.

do Herbert Wareham Clinch.
In September last 26 Gentlemen were admitted as Cadets.
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This is a marked increase and can be viewed in the light
that the College is becoming better known and therehy
receives more substantial support in that respect. '

The adverse criticism which has appeared in some of the
Press notices, did not in any way effect the existence of the
College an it is to be hoped that those who were respon.
sible for the same will in the near future admit that thej
contentions were uncalled for and in direct opposition to
the future welfare ,of the Dominion. a

No. 12.—RECOMMENDATIONS.

1 respectfully suggest that the following Books be pro-
cured and added to the set now in the possession of the
Club, in order to permit of the attainment of our objects,
in a manner to meet the expectations which we have had
in view for some time past : which were and are, to render
to our less fortunate comrades such assistance as will be the
ultimate means of placing them in remunerative positions
in life.

18T EMPLOYMENT REGISTER.

() For the purpose of keeping on record applications
received for employment : supplemented with such infor-
mation as will have a tendency to give the Secretary a clear
insight into the positions which would prove more suitable
to the applicants.

(b) To keep a record of positions which may be filled by
our members, and of which notification has been sent to the
Secretary for that purpose.
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QND RECORD OF MEMBERS’ SERVICES.
(MILITARY AND CIVIL)

This needless to point.out is most desirable and will
evantually prove not only interesting but useful, and a
companion to the ¢ Employment Register ", and particularly
in the case of the civilian character of the last named book.
It will permit the Secretary being in a position to send
recommendations to those seeking the same which would
no doubt prove an important factor in securing any desired
position for such members as would require the same.
Further comment is unnecessary.

3RD ATTENDANCE REGISTER.
(ANNUAL AND OTHER MEETINGS).

This consists in a book, ruled for the purpose of receiving
the signatures of members attending Meetings and is a
perfect record of the same.

I would also recommend the purchase of a Cash Box, to
be suitably lettered. No provision has to date been made
for the Secretary-Treasurer to properly keep the Receipts,
Vouchers, and so forth. This it is to be hoped will meet
with favourable consilleration.

In concluding the Annual Report, it but remains for me
to add that the Rule of Etiquette which requires all
Officers, visiting Head Quarters, Ottawa, to call upon the
Major-(teneral Commanding and when stopping at District
Head Quarters to call upon the District Staff Officer, that
this rule could in a like manner be applied with advantage
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batween the Officers and Members of the Club.  Partiey.
larly in the case of the Secretary, who in virtue of hj
office is more conversant with the details than the others,

This would permit of an exehange of ideas, a bette
knowledge and understanding of the objects of the Club,
facilitate and encourage a friendly feeling, and the discus.
sion of matters tending to the general advancement ang
welfare of its members.

Tt matters not whom you may select for a representative
to fill the position of Secretary-Treasurer, as I feel that
can safely state from my intimate knowledge of such f
those as I have had the pleasure of meeting, that whomsoever
you may elect, will extend to all Graduates and Ex-Cadets
of the Royal Military College of Canada, who desire to call
upon him officially or otherwise a reception in keeping with
their well known characteristics for courtesy, brotherly and

¥

friendly feeling and Esprit de Corps .

T have the honour to be,
Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,

ErNest F. WURTELE,
Captain, R. L,
Secretary-Treasurer,
Royal Military College Club of Canada,
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MEMORIAL TO THE LATE CAPTAINS

JACKAY-—ROBINSON —STAIRS

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE :_

Capt. DuncaN MacPuersoN, Victoria Rifles.
R. W. LeonNarp, Esq., C. E.
Capt. A. H. vaN StrauBenzes, R. E.

In accordance with the resolutions adopted at the annual
(lub Meeting, held on the 11th March 1892, the Committee
wenb out about 250 circulars, to every Ex-Cadet, and to
members past and present of the R. M. C. Staff, who had
sorved with Mackay, inviting subscriptions from them, and
votes as to desirable form of memorial. A few days after
our annual meeting, we learned with deep regret of the
death of Capt. W. H. Robinson, R. E,, who was killed in
action on 14th March 1892, whilst with conspicuous bravery,
blowing in the stockaded village of Tambi, West Coast of
Africa. Tt was suggested by many gentlemen, acting inde-
pendently of one another, that Capt. Robinson’s name be
included in the memorial, the Committee therefore mailed
acircular letter to all subscribers, asking them kindly to
express their wishes on this point. In answer to the cir-
ailars, subscriptions have been received from 70 gentlemen,
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of these, 30 voted in favour of a Brass being put up first of
all, 29 in favour of Photos, and 11 in favour of a Philu,.
thropic form.

Allotting points for the different forms of memorial vote]
on, the result is as follows : Brass 222. Photos 219. (y.
bicle 115. Philanthropic in Canada 144. It will be seen
therefore that the votes decided, about equally, in favour of
a memorial brass, and photos for the College. Of the 7
subscribers, about 50, have either written or stated that they
were in favour of including Capt. Robinson in the mem.
rial.

On the 9th June 1892 our ranks were still furthe
thinned by the heavy hand of death, and we all mourn the
loss of another distinguished and gallant comrade, the late
Capt. W. G. Stairs, who died of fever at Chinde, on the
Zambesi, whilst returning to Zanzibar in command of the
Katanga expedition.

It was at once apparent to all interested in the memori,
that as we had taken steps to do honour to the memory of
Mackay and Robinson, the name of Stairs, was deserving,
at least, of equal recognition at our hands.

The Committee therefore decided, having regard to the
wishes of the subscribers, to include the names of Mackay,
Robinson and Stairs on, one brass to be placed in §.

reorge’s Cathedral, Kingston, and at the same time t
procure if possible enlarged photos of all 3 for the R. M.
College. ;

Suitable wording for a emorial brass was then under
consideration when an offer came from Capt. Nathan, R.
War Office, London, stating that several R. E., friends
our laté comrades were desirous of doing honour to ther
memory, and if we were agreeable, they would like to join
us. The R. E., proposition was, to put up 2 brasses, 1 in
Canada, and 1 in Rochester Cathedral, England. This
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patter of joining forces with the R. E., was given themcst
careful consideration, the officers of the club, and a numker
of the subscribers were written to, or seen on the ,subject,
and we are glad to report that on all sides the R. E.
roposal seemed to find favour, raising as it docs, the
memorial, from a Colonial to an Tmperial tribute, we accord-
ingly signified our willingness to join with the R. E,
officers.  Some little time then intervened arranging with
the R. E., such matters as size, cost and suitable wording
for brasses, these points having now all been agreeably
witled, to both parties, a brass has been ordered from
gawthorpe, London, cost £37.
The wording is as follows :—-

(College Arms and Crest). (R. E. Arms and Crest ).

Sacred to the memory of the undermentioned officers,
graduates of the Royal Military College of Canada.

Huntly Brodie Mackay, Captain, Royal Engineers.
Born at Kingston, Ontario 14th March, 1858. He served
with distinction in Bechuanaland (1884-5) and as Com-
manding Royal Engineers on the West Coast of Africa
(1887-9).

In recognition of his services in expeditions against the
tribes near Sierra Leone he received the Distinguished
Service Order. Died of fever at Mombasa on the 16th
April, 1891, whilst acting Administrator General to the
Tmperial British East Africa Company.

William Henry Robinson, Captain, Royal Engineers.
Born at St. John, New Brunswick 18th July, 1863. He
rendered valuable services as’ Commanding Royal Engineer,
West Coast of Africa (1889-92). Killed in action on the
14th March 1892, whilst with conspicuous bravery, blowing
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in the gate of the stockaded village of Tambi near Siem
Leone.

William Grant Stairs, Captain. ‘ The Welsh Regiment’,
Born at Halifax, Nova Scotia, 1st July 1863. Lieutenant
Royal Engineers 1885-1891. He served on the staff of tle
Emin Pacha Relief Expedition (1887-90), under the leader.
ship of H. M. Stanley, and exhibited great courage and
devotion to duty.

Died of fever 9th June 1892 at Chindi on the Zambesj,
whilst in command of the Katanga Expedition, sent ou
by the King of the Belgians to establish trade rvelationg
with the natives.

This tablet is erected by their old comrades and friends
of the Royal Military College of Canada, and by friends of
the deceased officers, in the Gorps of Royal Engineers.

Tt is a matter of pride to us all, that a brass is to be
placed to the memory of our old comrades, in the historic
Cathedral of Rochester, Englaml, which already contain
memorials to many of England’s best and bravest soldiers,

T am also pleased to inform you that the Officers N. (.
O’s and men R. E. who served with Capt. Stairs at Alder-
shot have decided to erect a memorial to his memory in
St. George’s Church, Stanhope Lines. A church which i
now under construction.

PHOTOS.

A very good portrait of the late Capt. H. B. Mackay
has been enlarged size 17 x 13, hy Notman, of Montreal,
suitably framed,” with small silver plate attached, and pre
sented 1 copy to the R. M. College, and 1 copy to H.B.
Mackay, Esq., of Montreal. Each photo was accompanied
by a letter from the Committee and the following are the
replies received. -
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4
From Major-General D. R. Cameron, C.M.G., R. A,

Commandant R. M. College.
Royal Military Cnlle%e,
Kingstmﬁ 11th Nov. 1892

Dear Capt. van Straubenzee, )

* Will you convey to the Mackay Memorial Committee
the best thanks of the Royal Military College of Canada
for the portrait of the late Captain H. B. Mackay, R. E.
He was one of those who have done most for the reputation
of the College. The affectionate memory in which he is held
by all who knew him personally, his sterling worth, and
his brilliant career will serve to make his example a lasting
one, fruitful of advantage to us and to his native country.
Nothing gould well be more highly appreciated by us, in
this connection than the portrait you have transmitted to
us of Mackay of whom we think with so much pride as
having been of our number. Believe me,

Dear Capt. yan Straubenzee,
Yours very sincerely,
D. R. CAMERON,
Comdst.

Capt. van Straubenzee,
Sec. Capt. H. B. Mackay, R. E.

Memorial Committee.

From H. B. Mackay, Esq., Montreal,
37, Lorne Avenue,
Montreal, 25th Nov. 1892,
Dear Capt. van Straubenzee,

T am in receipt of your letter of the 21st instant and the
photograph of my dear son Huntly, handed to me by his
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friend Mr. Duncan MacPherson. I would thank you t,
convey to the Royal Military College Club the sincer
thanks of myself and family for the very kind and bre
therly action taken by thém in having a memorial brasg
placed in St. George’s Cathedral Kingston to his memory,
coupled with his late brother officers Captains W. H. Re.
binson and W. G. Stairs, which action is highly value]
by us.

At the same time please convey to my son’s old comrades
and college friends the high appreciation we entertain for
their kindness in sending us the Photograph already
referred to. It is sad to think of three of the R. M. (
men having been taken from us in the prime of life, they
were good and true servants of our Queen, what more
could a man want his son to be ! Thanking you for your
great kindness.

I am, yours faithfully,
HunrLy B. Mackay.
Capt. A. H. van Straubenzee,
Sec. Mem. Committee,
R. M. C. Club,
Kingston, Ont.

|

Pioro of Capt. W. H. RosiNsoN.—A very good portrait
10 x 12 of Capt. W. H. Robinson has been given to us
by Lt. G. E. Phillips R. E., who also most generously sent
copies to members of the Robinson family, the Committee
propose that the copy presented to us should be suitably
framed, with a plate attached and presented to the R. M
College. :

Puoro of Capt. W. G. Stairs.—There are at present
photos of Capt. Stairs in the College, presented by himself.

1. Size 10§ x 6% in plain clothes.

1. Size 54 x 3% in Field Service dress.
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The Committee propose that the best portrait in uniform
that can be obtained be enlarged, to match that of the late
Capt. H. B Mackay, and be presented to the R. M.

College.

The work of the Committee has been much more onerous
ihan was at first anticipated, but if the result of their
Jabour meets with the approval of their old eomrades and
friends they will feel amply rewarded.

A. H. VAN STRAUBENZEE,
Hon. Secretary.

A M. College,

Kingston, 20th Feb. 1893.
LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.

J.A. Hesketh. .. ... ....... .......
Chas. N. Perry.. .. .......... ...
E. MacDougall . .. ......... ... ...
D. MacPherson. .. .................
A E. Doucet...... ... ..o
E. H. Drury

Ernest. F. Wirtele . ..

A. K. Kirkpatrick . . ..

G. R. Hooper. .

H Hogan....................
T W00d s scw o sos 5 mams s gmmeas
W. E. Cooke. .............

Jdack .
ML Clapp. o
. McLennan

B, Smith. ... .5 s emiim smsuss s s aun
W, Van Tuyl. ... ..ot

'Y

00
.00

SRS RS R R R

Carried forward. ... ........ $100.00
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Brought forward
R. W. Leonard
J. B. Cochrane

L. M. Lambe
W. Bermingham

. Ford-Jones............ .........
. Weatherbe

. Fraser. ...

. Gillmore

. S. Greenwood
T. Chalmers. ................... ..
J. WHite . v o vmmsn, s60 smsms smos
A: Daniel
F.
R

F. Wilson

Fred. White

J. G. Hearn

M. B. Almon

H. C. Thacker

Major-General J. R. Oliver

Colonel J. B. Ridout
« E. Kensington

Major S. G. Fairtlough

Major 8. A. Denison

Captain J. W. Sears

Carried forward
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Brought forward
C,Lptam A. H. van Straubenzee
F. St. D Skinner
H.
P.
G.
B. W.
D. Ridout.................
H. Sloggett
Lieut W. J. McElhinney
« R Hamllton

T. Skinner

A. C. Joly de Lotbiniére

H. B. Strange

C.S. Cowie ... ..ooiiiinn.
H. C. Smith

E. O Hewett................
G. 8. Cartwright

W. B. Lesslie

W. Hamilton

H. Nanton. ..

H.S. Rogers........ ........
K. B. Cameron

A. G. Bremner

N. G. Von Hugel

C. C. Van Straubenzee. ... . ...
W. J. Mitchell

J. H. Laurie

2.
2.
b,
2.
4.
4.
0.
4.
4.
5.
4.
2.
2.
4.
2.
4.
4.
4.
5.
5.
6.
6.
5.
5.
7.
25
2.
3.

Total subscriptions, 24th Feb.. $332. 52
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The following gentlemen have kindly offered to increase
their donations if necessary.

Capt. D. MacPherson. Messrs. A. E. Doucet.
« H. M. Campbell. J. A. Hesketh.
« G, 8. Duffus. W. A. Kerr.
«  TErnest F. Wiirtele. J. M. Clapp.
Lieut. T. C. Skinner. F. Emery.
Z. T. Wood. J. Chalmers.

Tt is estimated that a further sum of $75.00 is required
to complete successfully all that the Committee have pro-
posed to do. Subscriptions have been promised from the
following gentlemen :—

Major-General Hewett. Lieut. G. M. Kirkpatrick.
Capt. E. T. Taylor. « J. A. Moren.

« V. B. Rivers. Mr. L. H. Irving.

« T. Gaudet. Mr. J. Houliston.

MEMORIAL TO CAPTAINS
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A SKETCH OF THE LIFE

OF

CAPT. H. B. MACKAY, D. 8. 0., R.E-

Huntly Brodie Mackay was born at Kingston, Ontario,
on 14th March 1858, and died at Mombasa, of West African
fever, on 16th April 1891 at the early age of 33. Hewas
the elder son of H. B. Mackay, Esq., of Montreal and came
from a good old Highland family, being connected on his
mother’s side with the Gordons and Sutherlands. His
paternal grandfather served in the 42nd Royal High
landers, the famous Black Watch, and went through the
Peninsula Campaign. He was educated at the Montreal
High School, but left at an early age to join the staff of
the “Daily Witness” one of the leading papers of Montreal;
during this time, part of his occupation consisted in reading
through the “ London Times ” and by his good memory, he
stored away a mass of useful information, which stood him
in good stead in after life. The R. M. College was estab-
lished in June 1876, and at the half yearly entrance exam-
ination in February 1878, Mackay passed in first witha
good lead. From that time every examination saw him at
the top of the list, until he graduated in June 1881, winning
the Governor General’s gold medal and several prizes, a first
class’ certificate, with honours in 8 subjects. During his
College course Mackay worked conscientiously and hard,
making the very best of his opportunities, he was a general
favorite with both Staff and Cadets, and many an old
graduate will gratefully remember the assistance he cheer-
fully gave them in working out a difficult problem in
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mathematics or D. G. He was a good swimmer, fond of
boating, and a hard working forward in the foot-ball team.

Some of you may remember how at one of the quarterly
examinations in Mathematies out of a maximum of 25 he
ost 1 mark, at this grievous loss he expressed surprise and
deep regret, 80 that for a long time there was a standing
joke against him. How about that mark ! this illustrates
his earnestness of purpose. He was gazetted to the Corps
of Royal Engineers on 95th June 1881 and joined the
head-quarters of -the Corps at Chatham in September of
that year, the next 2 years were spent in going through the
ordinary courses at Chatham. Surveying, construction,
field works, mil, law, tactics, chemistry, telegraphy, drill,
&e., the batch of officers to which he was attached were
fortunate in having several instructional tours, one for
construction in the South of England, for fortification to
the Isle of Wight and Portsmouth, & geological tour in the
N. of Wales, mounted reconnaissance from Chatham to
Canterbury, and a foreign tour to Germany visiting many
of the battlefields in the last Franco-German War.

In November 1883 he joined the 99th Co. R. E., at the
Curragh Camp Treland and remained there until May, of
the following year when he obtained 4 months leave to
Canada, prior to going to TIndia, for which he had put
down his name. On his refurn to England from leave, he
volunteered for service in the Bechuanaland Expedition,
which was then being organized. Sir Chas. Warren the
Commander of the Expedition, who, as Instructor of Sur-
veying at the 8. M. E. Chatham, had recognized Mackay’s
ability and devotion to his profession, gladly accepted his
services, and he was appointed to the Topographical Depart-
ment under Com. Bethell R. N. Here he worked very
hard for about a year, being appointed eventually to the
party under Major Conder R. E., employed in surveying
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and laying down the West boundary of the Transvaal. Ty
waork was carried out at a time of considerable excitement,

and during its course Lieut Mackay was wore than one
left in charge of the frontier party. On one of these occa.

sions a dispute with the Transvaal Guards might have
led to serious consequences, but for the combination of
firmness and patience with which he met the emer
gency. He was afterwards despatched northward to join
Sir Chas. Warren on his visit to the tribes near Matabili
Land, and here his knowledge of astronomy and skill ag g
surveyor were of great geographical value, the. situation of
places never before -properly fixed being determined with
great exactitude by the use of very portable instruments in
a manner which was to a great- extent originated by him.
self, at the close of this expedition the boundary being

pea.cefully settled between the Transvaal Republic and tlne
new Crown Colony of Bechuanaland, Lieut. Mackay was
sent by the War Office in September 1885 to the West Coast
of Africa and superintended the erection of batteries at
Sierra Leone, where he was employed every year till 1889,
During this period:-he served with the expedition against
the Yonnies from November 1887 to February 1888 under
Colonel Sir F. de Winton (mentioned in despatches). He
afterwards took part in the expedition to the Sulymah
district against the Chief Mackiah, where he distinguished
himself, being in command of the rocket party, by being
the first to climb over the stockade of the town of Fanima
and the mud wall beyond. His promptitude and courage
were considered to have been mainly instrumental in pre
venting another of our small wars, which might otherwise
have become necessary ; and for his services he received
the decoration of the “Distinguished Service Order.” Pro-
mated Captain 28 December 1889. Returning to England
in.. 1889 with health somewhat impaired, he was appointed
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to the Ordnance Survey at Southampton ; but his eager-
negs for active work rendered him restless as scon as health
eturned.  He therefore accepted employment under the
Imperial British Fast Africa Company and started in
June 1890 for his new field of African labour. At Mom-
basa, he was to be the company’s resident agent, and to have
» military command, proceeding to the Uganda district as
won as he had mastered the Swahili language. Tt was
that part of Africa which Alex. Mackay, the devoted mis-
sionary, who died of fever 15 months before our Mackay,
had made known to us and where he had worked so hard
io christianize and civilize the natives. In a letter written
shortly before his death Mackay refers to the missionary
in these words “ Alex, Mackay, the missionary to my mind,
isone of the greatest of the Mackays,” the two had many
fraits in common, both were engineers of acknowledged
ability, occupying important positions in Africa, and both
were possessed of great energy, perseverance, courage and
a high sense of duty. On reaching Mombasa, Mackay
found the Company were making arrangements for the
construction of a railway towards Lake Victoria Nyanza,
the responsibility for the survey, and work of construction
(ip to the date of his death) devolved upon him, a most
onerous and dispiriting task, when one realizes that all the
work had to be done under a tropical sun with unskilled
natives, to whom labour of any kind is uncongenial. It is
to be deeply deplored that the previous fatigues, comkined
with the labours of this new and arduous undertaking,
proved too much for his strength, and that he succumbed to
fever just when his fitness for high employment had been
recognized by the directors at home. Since he was first
taken ill, he had been living in the administrator’s house
and it was thought that he would sooner pick up, if he had
some light office occupation that would take him off himself.
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Mr. Mackenzie the administrator, therefore informed hiy
of the director’s desire and decision (which he then heard
for the first time) that he should fill the post of acting
administrator. He was much gratified, and at once inter
ested himself in all Mr. Mackenzie’s doings and ideas
which the latter freely discussed with him. He started for
Witu in the Henry Wright, with the administrator it
being thought that the sea trip would do him good, but he
found himself unfit to undertake the journey, and had to
return to Mombasa by mail steamer.

Mr. Mackenzie on his return from Witu, found him
atill so far from well that he induced him to place himselt
in the hands of the doctor. The doctor considering it a
critical case, recommended a sea voyage, and Mackay elected
to go with the Administrator by the first mail steamer to
Aden, but did not live to carry out this plan.

From the 11th April two medical men were constantly
in attendance, and though his appetite was good and he
took as much nourishment as they thought advisable, he
gradually grew worse. On the 16th he seemed in some
respects to have made very decided improvement, and it
was hoped to get him amay by steamer, but a change set
in that afternoon, and he passed away about a quarter pas
nine the same evening.

The funeral took place with every mark of regard and
respect, at 5 o'clock on the evening of the 17th at the
Church Missionary Society’s consecrated ground at Frere.
town.. During his time at Mombasa, he took part in the
Witu Expedition, which was under the command of Viee
Admiral Sir E. B. Freemantle, K. C. B., the town wa
taken and destroyed on 27 October 1890, the loss on the

- enemy’s side being about 100 killed and wounded, the

British casualties 12 wounded. Mackay was the first man
to get over the wall and into the town, being followed by
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Capt. Smith of the lst Life Guards. On receipt of the
pews of Captain Mackays’ death, the directors of the
Tmperial B. E. African Co., passed the following resolution.

“« That this meeting of the Directors of the Tmperial
« British East African Company expresses its sincere sym-
« pathy with the family of the late Captain Huntly Brodie
« Mackay in his sudden death, and record its high appre-
« giation of the ability and zeal he always displayed, and
«jts regret at the loss of so valued an officer.” Also in
forwarding the telegraphic news of his death to H. R. H,,
the Commander-in-Chief, they desired “to add an -expres-
«gion of their deep regret at the loss of an officer of so
«much promise, and to whose zeal and capacity in the per-
«formance of his duties this company has been much
«indebted, during the past year.”

The Directors of the Company have also erected a stone
tomark his grave, the stone bears the following words —

IN MEMORY OF
CapraiN HUNTLY BRODIE MACKAY, D. 8. O.
Roval ENGINEERS, ACTING ADMINISTRATOR,
ImpreRIAL BriTisH EastT Arrica COMPANY.
BorN 14TH MARCH, 1858.
Diep 16TH APRIL, 1891

At the time of his death Captain Mackay was in charge
of the important office of administrator of the company’s
territories, a position to which the directors had appointed
him with the fullest confidence in his abilities.

The writer of an obituary notice in the R. E., journal
said of him. “ To a handsome person Captain Mackay
“added a courteous and winning manner, combined with
“great determination and prompt decision.”
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He was a type of the highest order of British Officer
capable both of military and also, by a rare combination g |
civil administrative work. A cheerful humour distinguishe|
his.accounts of his adventures, and never deserted hin
even in times of fatigue and anxiety. He made friends d
all under whom he served, and of the humblest of thos
who served under him, and was regarded as one of the
most distinguished officers in the army for his age and
service.

Having had the privilege of his friendship for 13 years
I can heartily endorse these sentiments and feel sure they
find an echo in the hearts of all who knew him, he visite(
Canada in 1884, 1886, 1889 (was present at. the closing
exercises of the R. M. C.), and so kept in touch with the
large number of friends and admirers he had on this side
of the Atlantic, who one and all mourn his loss but none
more than his old College comrades, the interests of which
College he has done so much to advance both in Canada

and abroad.

One of the valuable lessons we may learn from his lif,
has been well expressed by a wise man of old ¢ whatsoever
thy hand, findeth to do, do it, with thy might.”
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A SKETCH OF THE LIFE

CAPT. W. H. ROBINSON, R. E.

William Henry Robinson was born at St. John, New
Brunswick, on the 18th July 1863, and was killed in ac-
tion at Tambi on the 14th March 1892, when taking part
i a Frontier Police Expedition in the Tambaku district,
West Coast of Africa.

He was the eldest son of the late Major W. Robinson,
26th Foot (Cameronians) and 3rd W. I. Regt., and received
his early education at the Collegiate School Fredericton,
N. B.

At the half yearly entrance examination in February
1879 he passed into the R. M. College at the early age of
15, here be found himself pitted against many. good, and
oder Cadets, but his great abilities soon brought him to
the front and he graduated in June 1882 winning the
@Governor General’s gold medal and several prizes.

He never took a very active part in field sports but was
an inveterate reader and fond of society.

He was one of the earliest subjects of the “ Mock Court
Martial” held in the smoking room which were initiated
by the renowned MacVicar, and caused us all much inno-
cent fun, in what we are now pleased to style “the good
old days,” both court martial and smoking room are now
things of the past. After spending 2 years at Chatham
going throul the usual courses, he was in 1885 selected to
g0 though a special course of instruction at Sir Wm. Arm-
strong’s work, Elswich near Newcastle, after this he spent
about 2 years at the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, where be
was practically traffic manager.
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Tn February 1888 he went out to Sierra Leone under thy
late Capt. H. B. Mackay, D. S. 0., R. E,; whom he sy
ceeded in Nov. 1889 as C. R. E. and was given the local
rank of Captain, retaining this appointment up to the day
of his death. Promoted Captain 22 September 1890.

Major Fairtlough, R. A., of whom, many of you have
kindly recollections, has written and spoken in the highest
terms of praise, of the quality and amount of work done at
Sierra Leone by both Mackay and Robinson.

Capt. Robinson was under orders for England but vo.
lunteered to accompany the expedition which left Freetown
on the 7 March 1892.

The following extract from a letter written by Major A
MecDonnell Moore, R. E. Fusiliers, Commanding the expe
dition speaks for itself :

“
Kukuna, 16th March 1892,

 Ttis with the deepest regret that I write to tel
you of the great loss we have all sustained in the death of
poor Robinson. He had been so hard working all the way
up that everyone was full of admiration for his soldier like
qualities, but.our just appreciation of him was heightened,
if possible, when we saw his magnificent conduct under fire.
He was as cool as on parade, fired his rockets-and watchel
their effect with interest, and when at last he was asked to
blow in the gate, agreed at once. '
He ran back a good distance for his explosives, and then
with an ¢« All right, Major, Tl be back in a minute” was
through the first fence and up to the gate. The man car
rying the gun cotton did not follow him past the fence, s
Robinson returned and himself carried up and tixed the
charge.
Tt was a beautiful thing to see him calmly lying down
amidst the rattle of fire arms at the gate and fixing the
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Jetonator, as if he were at practice in the school. He
came back safely, and he, Lendy, Cockburn and their men
charged twice for the gate, but failed to effect an entrance.
Robinson, who had been in each time with his men, was at
the end of the second charge shot straight through the heart
and lungs, and fell dead. I ran to him at once, butas I
litted him to bear him off, I saw that he was dead, My
God ! my heart was sad. Such a good fellow, such a sol-
dier ; and just slain at the moment when we were full of
admiration for-him, at the moment when he had so distin-

guished himself and gained, without a doubt, such a
recognition as the soldier covets. I would he had lived to

wear 1t !

« Receive my deepest expression of sympathy for the loss
you-and the corps have sustained by the death of such a
brilliant ofticer.

AL. McDoNNELL MOORE.

The body was brought to Kamassasa and buried there
on the morning of the 15th March. Robinson was gifted
with splendid abilities and was a most conscientious and
energetic officer. He is a great loss to the army and to his
old college to which he did honour, the example of gallantry
and courage displayed on the day of his death has thrilled
our hearts with pride and serve, only to add to the sorrow
we all feel at his untimely end. He visited Canada in 1884
and 1891, but never managed to pay usa visit at Kingston,
It was his intention to come out again in 1892 to be present
at the wedding of one of his sisters, but alas ¢« Man pro-
poses, but God disposes ",

I may add that MacKay and Robinson were both entitled
toa medal and clasp for their services on the West Coast
of Africa, the issue of this medal was only approved of
Jast autumn and has since been sent to their relatives.




A SKETCH OF THE LIFE

OF

CAPT. WILLIAM GRANT STAIRN,

William Grant Stairs, was the son of the late John
Stairs, BEsq., of Halifax, N. 8., and was born in that city
on the Ist July 1863. He received his early education at
Merchiston Castle School, Edinburgh, and subsequently
passed into the R. M. College in Sept. 1878, being the

oungest cadet in his class. During his time at College he
worked faithfully and well, wasa prominent forward in
the football team, a great favourite, full of fun, and noted
for his sound common sense. He graduated in June 1882
and soon after sailed for New Zealand where he spent the
next 2} years, working as a surveyor, and in the rough
bush life ‘there, gained much valuable experience, which
stood him in good stead, later on in life, it was this expe-
rience, that in the main, made Stanley decide to select hin
as oune of his Staff.

In 1885 a number of extra commissions, in the Tmperial
Service were offered to the R. M. College, and Stain
accepted one of these, being gazetted to the corps of Royal
Engineers on 30 June 1885. He had barely completed
his course of studies at Chatham when he started in the
spring of 1887 for Africa on the staff of the great explorer
H. M. Stanley. His services with the Emin Pacha Relief
Expedition are well known, and to recount them would
make it almost necessary to write again In darkest
Africa”. He was one of Stanley’s most efficient and loyal
lieutenants and exhibited at all times great courage, and
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devotion to duty. It was Stairs who rescued Surgeon
Parke and Captain Nelson from starvation, it was he who
ascended the snowy Ruwenzori to a height of some 10,000
foet. “ One of those rare personalities. oftener visible
«gmong military men than among civilians, who could
« obey orders without argument, who could accept a com-
«mand, and without ado or fuss execute it religiously ;
« gourageous, careful, watchful, diligent and faithful.”
Guch is Stanley’s testimony to the many good qualities of
his right hand man.

On one occasion he was wounded severely in the breast
by a poisoned arrow, and his life was more than once
dispaired of, but his usual pluck, and the devotion of his
friend Surgeon Parke, were the means under God, of his

pulling throu gh.

A recent writer in the R. E. J ournal states ¢ whatever
« may have been said of the expedition, Stairs name was
“glways above reproach, and the credit he gained undim-
«med by a breath of calumny.”

On his return from Africa he was appointed Adjutant
R. E: troops at Aldershot, and a dinner was given specially
in his honour by the Corps of Royal Engineers at Chatham.

On the 3rd December 1890, he was entertained at dinner

at the Canada Club, London, and was presented by Sir-

Chatles Tupper with a handsome piece of plate subscribed
for by the corporation and citizens of Halifax, N. S.

On 25th March 1891, he was transferred to ¢ The Welsh
Regiment (old 69th) with rank of Captain, but never
joed his new corps. On 12th May 1891 he left England
to conmand the expedition to the Katanga District sent
out by the King of the Belgians, to establish trade rela-
tions with the natives. From the following account which
appeared- in the February-member of the R. E. Journal, it
will be seen how successfully this difficult duty was carried
out - 5
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CAPTAIN STAIRS LAST EXPEDITION.

We publish below extracts translated from Le Mouve-
ment Géographigue giving the official report of the events
of the last expedition undertaken by Capt. Stairs, mostly
quoted from that officer’s reports, and Capt. Winn, R. E,
has kindly furnished us with extracts of a letter from My,
Daniel Crawford, a missionary at Garenganze, to the editor
of the Echoes of Service, which we publish with it (the
spelling of proper names in each has been retained as in

the originals).

From LE MOUVEMENT GEOGRAPHIQUE.

It was on the 4th July that the Belgian Expedition
command of Capt. Stairs left Bagamoyo,
opposite Zanzibar, for Karema. It consisted of Capt.
Stairs, in command ; Lieut. Bodson, 2nd in command
the Marquis de Bonchamps, adjutant ; Dr. Moloney and
his assistant, Robinson; 3 Englisllmen, 1 Belgian, and1
Frenchman conducting a caravan \of 336 Zanzibaris and
Mombas.

We have no need to detail the march of the Expedition
to Tanganika, as our readers have been kept aw courant
with events in previous issues.

Suffice to say that, thanks to the energy and experience
of the commander and his companions, and thanks, too, to
the benevolent protection of the German East African
authorities, this first section was covered with extreme rapi-
dity-—on the Tth September the Expedition was at Tabora,
on the 9th October it reached Karema, whence it crossed
the lake to the Congo territory on the west bank, at Mpala,
which place it quitted .in good order and perfect health on

31st October.
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The further account we quote from Capt. Stairs’ re-
ort i

« From Mount Rumbi, the station of Capt. Joubert, we
directed our way towards the river Lualaba, arriving on
12th November at (Giwena on that river.

« T have obtained from the house of Kassongomwana a
deed of submission by that chief, and have given him the
flag.
E;‘me Giwena, I sent messengers to Lake Moero, and
prought to my camp the powerful chief Mpueto. I suc-
ceeded in putting an end to a quarrel which had lasted a
long time between this chief and Gwena, and obtained from
each of them an act of submission, and gave them flag.
Meanwhile, Kafindo came to my camp, and I managed to
make arrangements with him, he pledging to do his utmost
to keep the route open. On the 14th I despatched messen-
gers with presents and letters in Swahili and English to
Msiri.

« After crossing the Lualaba in my two steel boats and
some canoes lent by Gwena, we began, on the 20 Novem-
ber, our march on Bunkeia. :

However, the rumour spread everywhere that I would
never be permitfed to enter the kingdom of Msiri, or even
the neighbourhood of his abode. We nevertheless continued
our march forward.

« My messengers returning from Msiri met me near
Kifuntwe. The brought me the chief’s reply couched in
terms of warm friendship.

« After crossing a fine stream, the Lufira, we made our
entry into the capital, and pitched our camp there. We
were at the end of our journey. It was then the 14th De-
cember. We had covered the distance which separated us
from Bagamoyo in 120 stages of an average length of eight
English miles each. Tam glad to report that during all




this time we did not lose a single load, and that five only
out of 200 rifles were missing.

« The situation at Katanga was bad. For more than
nine months there had been constant warfare hetween the
Wasanga (the aborigi-r\fi Ef the district) and Msiri’s men,
A large number of inhabitants were in flight, deserting the
country to take refuge with the Wasanga and other tribes,
in fear of the consequences of Msiri's anger. Entire vil-
lages, formerly flourishing, were abandoned, one and all
for the same reason. Famine naturally was the conse-
quence ; everywhere one met entire tribes living solely on
roots, and waiting till the few crops still standing should
ripen. Unfortunately, little sowing has been done this
year, and for seven months more the famine will rage worse
than ever.

« The allies of the Wasanga against Msiri are the Ba-
lunda, the Baramba, and other small tribes that the com-
mon need of defence ‘against the enemy of all has forced
to forget their ancient feuds and unite for the common
weal. i

« The outbreak of this interminable war is due to Msiri
himself. He claimed a total monopoly of the ivory of the
country, and refused absolutely to allow anyone a tusk on
any pretext whatever. The revolt at last broke out. It

. has never been marked by a decisive vietory for one side
or the other, but has resulted in the disorder of the country,
the flight of the villagers into the forests, and a fatal blow
to agriculture, owing to the cessation of sowings.

« Msiri, indeed, has behaved to the Wasanga in a brutal
and barbarous fashion for years. He considered them to
be mere dirt. He has driven away several of his most
devoted chiefs, who were obliged to fly to save their heads
from the effects of his next ebullition of rage, and has tken
to live with him all the women that pleased him that he
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found at these chief’s homes. Also, the chief people among
the Wasumba, who are of the same tribe as himself, nou-
rished a dire hatred against him. Everyone would have
been glad to contribute to his downfall, except, indeed, his
own entourage, whom he paid well.

« Up to the day of my arrival he continuéd to stick the
heads of his vietims on stakes erected round his village,
and only stopped doing so to try and conciliate me.

« Le Marinel's Expedition arrived here six months be-
fore me, and left.here two Belgians, who have built a station
on the river Lifoi, not far from the river Lufira. They have
declared to the chief that the country belongs to the King
of the Belgians. Little by little Msiri has come to detest
them, because they refused all countenance to his despotic
proceedings.

« When I arrived here, relations were very strained,
and the chief’s policy betrayed itself at once in the attempt
he made to excite me against the Belgians, and in his
vacillation when he found that my opinion agreed with
their’s.

« The three missionaries, Messrs. Thompson, Lane, and
Crawford, were completely at Msiri's mercy, who did what
he liked with them, turning them to public ridicule before
his people, and constantly endeavouring to compel them to
give up their property to him. The work of the mission
was naturally checked, and it was going to be removed to
the Lifoi, for life had become intolerable for white people
in the capital. Msiri, in fact, considered Europeans to be,
as he called them, * white slaves.” M. Alex. Delcommune,
chief of the expedition of the Katanga Company, arrived
at Bunkeia in October last. Msiri tried to keep him, but
the explorer’s instructions did not-allow of his staying ; he
had to visit the country to the south, and continued his
journey. From this time, Msiri began to understand that
he would soon have to deal with Europeans.
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¢ M. Legat, commander of the Government post ests-
blished on the Lifoi, has, throughout the whole of the
difficult period, during which he has remained, so to speak,
alone, exposed to the machinations of the despotic negro,
shown a very firm attitude. He took up a strong position
in the country, thanks to the construction of a very power-
ful fort and to his unceasing energy in expressing his
opinions to Msiri witheut fear. Unfortunately, the small-
ness of the number of men under his command prevented
his taking up other than a passive attitude of observation,
Until my arrival no one had succeeded in obtaining from
Msiri an act of submission, or a contract equivalent thereto,
nor had they been able to make him hoist the flag. Mr.
Sharpe, of the British South Africa Company, who had
been here last year, only stayed a week. He offended the
chief by his insistance in demanding the site of the gold
mines, and in pressing him to hoist the English flag. Msiri
absolutely refused to sign any paper that Mr. Sharpe pre-
sentend to him, and the latter left the country, leaving in
the hands of Mr. Swan, the English ‘missionary, the act of
submission for him to get the Katanga Chief to sign as soon
as he could persuade him to change his mind.

«“ M. Le Marinel had obtained, it is true, a letter from
Msiri in which he explicitly agreed, to a certain extent, in
his submission to King Leopold ; but neither he nor Del-
commune had succeeded in getting the flag of the Free State
hoisted at Katanga.

« Arriving on the 14th December, 1891, I visited Msiri
on the 16th. T was received by him with great effusion,
for he imagined I had come to drive M. Legat out of the
country. I let'him think so, and promised at the first in-
terview to put an end to the war raging between the
Wasanga and the Wasumba, but I refused to give him
any powder. At the close of his interview T told him that
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the land could never prosper under the reign of such a cruel
nan as himself, whose favourite method of getting rid of
those who displeased him was to shut them up, bound, with
famished dogs, to be eaten alive.

« On the 18th, Msiri opposed the departure of the mis-
gonaries. Legat and 1 promised to ensure their security,
and to fire on anyone who tried to stop them.

«On the 19th, T arranged to obtain a second interview
with the chief, and took with me this time a flag, after
giving orders to Bodson to carefully reconnoitre round the
camp.

“pFor 3 hours and 40 minutes I talked with Msjri in
Swahili, trying to persuade him to accept the flag.

« ] kept incessantly before his eyes the attempts of the
British South Africa Company. 1t was imperatively neces-
sary that he should hoist the flag of the Free State first. At
the end of this long interview Msiri at length consented to
take the flag the next day, provided I exchanged blood
with his brother Chikako. I replied, ¢ No, T will exchange
blood to day, and with you, and I am going to hoist the
flag” I saw clearly that Msiri wanted to gain time to get
together those of his soldiers who were away from home.
In the end he rose to go back to his boma. Then I said to
him. ¢ Very well in that case I am going to hoist the flag
whether you like it or not.’ Presently Bonchamps and I,
with 25 armed men, taking a pole from the chief’s own
boma, ascended the hill near Msiri’s village, and the flag
was hoisted there without opposition. But about nine in
the evening, Msiri, seeing the situation was getting strained,
secretly left Bunkeia and went to the village of Moemena.
During the night more than 150 inhabitants fled for fear
of war.

« The next morning I sent four times to inform the chief
that I was waiting to exchange blood with him. The reply
came that Msiri had not risen.
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“T bad his house searched and found he -had gonet,
Moemena. I gathered from these occurences that Msiy
was planning the assassination of all the Europeans in hi
country.

At nine in the morning, the same day, 20th, T struck
my camp and occupied a strong position in the village of
Maria. I was accompanied by M. Legat and about 10 of
the Dahomeyan soldiers. At the same time we told the
English missionaries, who were on the Lifoi, to retire im-
mediately to the station of the Free State, for war wag
imminent.

¢ As soon as all was ready, and we had secured our po.
sition in Maria, I resolved to bring Msiri before me, b
force, if necessary. Accordingly 115 rifles were detailed
under Captain Bodson and the Marquis de Bonchamps,
who were directed to go to Moemena, see Msiri, and bring
him before me. They started at 11 o’clock.”

Wenow give the Marquis de Bonchamp’s account, from
a letter to us, of the events of which he was an eye-wit-
ness.

“ At 11 in the morning Bodson and I set out from the
camp in the direction of the village (about two miles dis
tant) where Msiri was said to have taken refuge. One
hundred men followed us with a pretty martial bearing,
but did not inspire us with much confidence; it was the
first time we had taken them under fire. It was a little
after midday when we reached the outskirts of the village,
Moemena is a collection of about five score huts' scattered
over a considerable distance, and protected by palisades of
stakes and thick hedges of euphorbia. We deployed our

* small force at once in a single line facing the village, with

our backs to the hills. The inhabitants did not appear to
take much notice of us; we saw some, certainly, from time
to time, mostly armed with guns, hiding behind the pali-
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ades, but that was all. At last, after about a quarter of
an hour, the chief of the village came to ask us what we
yanted. We replied that- we wanted to see Msiri and
seak to him, but assured him we intended no harm to
the villagers. The chief then invited one of us to accom-

any him. .

« Captain Bodson wished to go, despite my entreaties,
for all those armed villagers hiding behind the palisades
inspired me with serious fears.

« He went, however, with about a dozen soldiers and
two of our Nyamparas, leaving me in command of our small
force, and telling me to attack immediately if I heard re-
volver shots.

« Ten minutes at most had passed since his departure
when T heard several revolver shots, followed immediately
by rifle firing.

«7 attacked the village at once. At 50 paces from the
gates we were received with a well-sustained fire, and the
greater part of my men hesitated and halted. This was only
natural, as it was impossible to see the enemy across the
cumps of euphorbia.

« Tt was necessary to lead the way. Idid so, and had
the satisfaction of seeing all my men follow me across the
labyrinth of lanes bordered by euphorbia which separated
the huts.

« Firing was still going on when T arrived with some of
my men at a sort of central space, from which some inha-
bitants were escaping. Alas, there, close to a tembé, lay
my poor friend, grievously wounded by a bullet in the right
side. Near him lay- Msiri, pierced by several revolver
bullets. Further off was the body of one of Msiri’s rela-
tions, and in a corner of the clearing one of our soldiers
and one of our Nyamparas lay groaning and wounded--the
one had his ankle fractured, the other his knee pierced by
a ball.
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«“T interrogated the Nyampara, who was able to tell pe
what ‘occurred. Bodson, on entering the village, had beg,
conducted to the central clearing, with his escort. Thep
he found Msiri sitting in front of his house, surrounded b
about 300 of his followers, nearly all arined with gup,
The captain, when brought into the presence of the chig,
begged him to follow him and he would conduct him to oy
camp, before our chief, adding that no harm should he done
to him.

« At this juncture Msiri rose and made a menacing ges
ture with his sabre. ~Bodson, seeing himself threatened,
fired four times at Msiri with his revolver. Msiri fell, hit
by two bullets from the Nyampara. At the same moment
my poor friend was hit by a ball fired by one of the chiefs
round Msiri. He fell in his turn, and the fight became
general. r

« There was I in the middle of the village ; I would net
desert my comrade, who suffered terribly, while on the other
hand I was afraid every moment of being cut off' by the
villagers. After a long quarter of an hour I managed to
get together about one-third of my men. The rest wer
looting, or firing blindly on the flying enemy. I got mysel
at once into a defensive position, and at the same time sent
Stairs word by a Nyampara of how I was situated. In
two hours and a-half Stairs sent me the doctor, and rein
forcements in men and ammunition. All being now quie
we took our way to the camp, carrying the unfortunate
Bodson on a stretgher.”

Such is the Marquis de Bonchamp’s narrative. In ther
private letters, as in their official reports, the companions
of the lamented Capt. Bodson pay eloquent tribute to hi
courage and liis memory. Mortally wounded by a shot
fired at close quarters by Msiri’s follower, he survived hi
terrible wound only, alas, a few hours. Capt. Stairs thy
commemorates his last moments *— ;
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4 Clapt. Bodson was brought to camp on a stretcher by
Dr. Moloney and the Marquis de Bonchamps. He suffered
wrribly.  On seeing me he said : ¢TI am dying, but you
may tell my countrymen I have not died in vain, thank
God, for I have delivered this beautiful country and Africa
from one of the most hateful of tyrants.” At eight in the
evening he died like a hero.

« According to Dr. Moloney’s statement, death was the
wsult of a bullet wound, which pierced a vital organ and
aused internal heemorrhage.

« This sad death has deprived the Expedition of a ca-
pable and energetic officer, faithful, full of zeal to do his
duty, and always ready to carry out the instructions he
wceived. I had become his friend, and could appreciate
how his heart was in his work, and how suited he was for
employment in Africa. He was certainly destined by his
abilities to fill high oftice in the Congo, had not death so
inopportunely cut short his career.

« On the death of Msiri becoming known, the country
vas thrown into a state of agitation. The people armed
themselves and prepared for war, but we remained entren-
ched in our camp. No one was allowed to go out.

« Thé next day, 21st December, we buried Capt. Bodson,
and moved the camp to a village whose position was stron-
ger. Then, on the 22nd, T began the construction of a fort
~_Fort Bunkeia—about 750 métres from Msiri’s old abode,
not far from the site of an ancient village.

« Here T was visited by his two brothers, Nicanda Wantu
and Chamundu. T told them that my line of policy was to
establish myself in the country, and punish whoever pro-
voked war with his neighbours ; that now that Msiri was
dead I intended to choose as his suctessor another chief
who would agree to my terms, and that in future the Wa-
mnga would be free, and the Wasumba have nothing to do
with their affairs.
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« When the news of Msiri’s death spread through ty,
country, several of the most important and influential chigfy
of the Wasanga and other tribes came to see me, and sy,
mitted to my authority. 1 made them sign acts of submis
sion, promised them peace, and had the Free State flag
hoisted over their villages. Before leaving the country,
4th February, I had brought the eleven most importan
chiefs in the whole district to submit, and the flag of the
Free State now floats over their territory.

« Msiri’s death greatly strengthened our position in thy
country; and made the Wasanga our most devoted allie
Thesg are, in fact, the true owners of the soil.

« Spon after Msiri’s death T nominated his son Mkandy
Wantu chief of the district of Bunkeia, but I limited hi
authority to the immediate neighbourhood of Bunkeia itsel
depriving him of all power over the Wasanga and Waly
moto chiefs, who are the original owners of the country,
which is called Garenganze by the Wanyamwezi, and K
tanga by the inhabitants.

« We have set at liberty at least 200 women and chil
dren, and a large number of these unfortunates showd
proof of the brutal mutilation they had been subjected tg
by Msiri. Mgreover, I have given permission to bands of
other illtreated slaves to return to their own country.
have given the Wasanga and Walomoto permission
gather as much salt as they like from the extensive sl
beds, about four days’ journey south of Bunkeia, on th
river Lufira.

« It was absolutely necessary, in my opinion, befos
embarking on any, other undertaking, to construct a strog
fort near the capital, where I could leave some of my me
and goods, whilst, with the rest of my party, ¥ scoured thy
country in search of the copper mines and reported gil
ore. - To leave Bunkeia, no‘matter when, before the middlg
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4 January would have been fatal unless we had a fort in
par to Serve as a retreat for those we left behind us. Mo-
gover, the work we had done up to date would have been
firown AWaY.

« Consequently I determined to set out for the 8. W.
o the 15th January, 1892, to visit the copper mines
jarest the capital, pacify the Wasanga people, take pos-
gsion of the mines, and hoist the Free State flag every-
where.

« Unhappily, my hopes were terribly dashed. The Mar-
quis de Bonchamps was taken seriously ill on lst January.
fobinson was dangerously ill, and on the 5th January I
d a villainous attack of heematuric bilious fever, and had
wkeep my bed, where T stayed till the day I left, 4th
February.

« Dr. Moloney, in spite of these drawbacks, set himself
weomplete the fort. Moreover, he got together the chiefs
sho had submitted, and sent, from time to time, messengers
i the chiefs in the south, and succeeded in obtaining acts
#submission from ghem. For 12 days I was in a state of
gmi-unconsciousness, and during several relapses Dr. Mo-
lmey feared that I should succumb. Nevertheless, I deter-
pined not to leave the country after this bad attack, but
todo my utmost to await tMfé arrival of Capt. Bia.

« Delcommune’s Expedition has been in the country
ince the month of October. He was well received by Msiri,
vho hoped at first to get him as an ally against Legat. He
vent south, and intended eventually to return northwards
by_the Lualaba. I have made three attempts to commu-
teate with him, but without success hitherto.

« Capt. Bia reached Bunkeia on the 30th January. He
and his officers were in good healt and had been successful
in their journey. .

«Since we arrived at Katanga we had been a prey to
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famine. My men were dying with hungef. They perishe]
at the rate of two and three a day. We could not get ap
supplies whatever, whether for Europeans or natives, right
up to the beginning of February. We were lucky whey
we got fried locusts or boiled herbs to eat. To stay in the
country under these conditions was to condemn all the
soldiers of\the Expedition and, at least, three Europeanst,
death.

«T consulted, therefore, with Capt. Bia, and having pu
him in charge of Fort Bunkeia, a certain portion of m
bales, and one of my steel boats, I left on 4th Febraary for
Mpueto, on Lake Moero, to recruit carriers and allow the
men to recover health and stremgth._

“ Although famine and illness have compelled us to leave
Katanga without being able to accomplish our mission, we
have nevertheless been able to effect the following results
after a stay of, at most, a month and a-half :—

“(1). We had got the flag of the KFree State hoisted in
the capital and highlands.

“(2). We have deposed of the late Msiri, and later,
fortunately at the cost of the brave Capt. Bodson’s life, gof
rid of this same Msiri, who, by his barbarous acts, had
ruined the whole country.

“(3). We have obtained no less than 12 acts of submis
sion, signed in our presence by the most important chiefs
in the country. We have hoisted .the Free State flagat
the villages of those chiefs and have succeeded in satisfac
torily explaining to them that they were for the future
under the sovereignty of the Free State.

“(4). We have, in fact, delivered the three English mis
sionaries from the position in which they were placed by
Msiri’s caprices, and have succeeded in establishing them
in the country, and placing them in a secure and advanta
geous position.
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«(5). We have delivered some 200 natives doomed to
amisemhle end and_enabled those who could to return safe
and sound to their own country.

« (6). Finally, we have rendered possible the sowing of
wreals and vegetables by the Wasanga, and we have prac-
tieally ensured the safety of inoffensive inhabitants.

«If the true state of the contry. when we arrived be
wnsidered and compared with the changes that have fol-
lwed that event, T think it will be fully acknowledged at
Brussels that we have done our duty well.

« Attacks of dysentery and fever have carried off, at
last, 73 Zanzibaris, not to speak of others. This is the
consequence of the heavy work we were obliged to under-
take in the rainy season. There is not the least doubt that
ior eight months of the year the country is very healthy,
that at least two-thirds of it is well watered, and that it
wontains building materials of all kinds. It fulfils appa-
rently all that was reported of it by the natives, and now
‘absolute peace ’ is ensured.

« As to the natural productions of the country, T must
refer you to my special report. '

«M. Legat, when I left, was in a favourable position on
the Lifoi, ready to build his station. He had not been
wble to render us other assistance than to stay with us with
his 10 soldiers until pacification was complete. Ever since
my arrival he has shown himself at all times most courteous
and obliging in giving me information.

«The letter of submission, brought by M. Le Marinel,
vas absolutely repudiated in my presence by Msiri. He
told me he refused to acknowledge the authority of the
Free State ; that he was ipso facto the enemy of anyone
who approached to ask him to acquiesce in such authority ;
that he would sign no act of submission in any form ; and
that he would accept no flag whatever, whoever it was that

{
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K4
brought it to him. He preparedto resist by force ou
presence in his country, and was daily concentrating hig
troops at the capital to strike a blow at us when le felg
strong enough. '

« With him dead, the country is tranquil and at peace;
the European is not only feared, but respected. 1t is pos.
sible now to explore the country and open up its resources,
undertakings which formerly’ would have ensured the mas.
sacre of those who attempted them.

)

« (Signed), Stalrs.’

We break off the publication of Captain Stairs’ first
report at the point where he left the Katanga, struck
down by illness.

During the whole of this Expedition, which he led with
a courage and rapidity that showed a perfect knowledge of
the necessities of African life, the English officer gave
proof of rare qualities. On all occasions he showed himself
a keen observer, scrupulously faithful to the instructions
he received from the Katangi Company for the accomplish-
ment of his difficult and delicate mission. His return
journey took him to Mueeto, which he left on the 2lst
March for\Abercorn, an English post at the southern
extremity of Lake Tanganika, where he arrived on the
95th of April.  On the 14th May he reached the northem
extremity of Lake Nyassa, which he traversed from end to
end on board one of the steamers of the KEnglish Lake
Company. On the 23rd he was at Matope, on the Chire;
on the 3rd June at Vincenti, at the apex of the Zambesi
delta ; and next day he arrived in sight of the Indian
Ocean.

Alas, it was there, at the moment of embarking on the
Portuguese boat, which should in a few days have brought
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jim to Zanzibar, whence his expedition started, that the
prave explover was attaked afresh by a severe bout pf
jematuric bilious fever and expired on the 9th June in
gite of the ussiduous care of his two companions, Dr.
Moloney and the Marquis de Bonchamps.

* * * *

MM. de Bonchamps and Mofoney, with their party of
900 men, arrived at Zanzibar, whence they set out on the
ith of July on board the Messageries Mar‘itimes Steamer
e, and arrived at Marseilles on the morning on the 22nd.

From the ECHOES OF SERVICE.

The long interval which elapsed after the depnrture. of
this very doubtful releif party (the Belgian Exploration
Expedition) saw me waiting on at the capital, hungering
for o scrap of news assuring me of the welfare of our
tiends. While thus situated with hopes all expectant,
looking to the west, you can imagine my surprise one day
" the 98th November— while sitting taking to an Arab
under his verandah, to see five Zanzibaris march up,
yitbaned and armed with breech-loading rifles. From the
wist, no doubt, T said to myself, and messengers too !

Their chief, Massondi (who crossed with Stanley in the
Fmin Pasha Expedition), handed me a letter from Capt.
Gtaits, dated a fortnight before from the Luapula river,
it which he stated he was coming to Msidi on a mission
fom the King of the Belgians, and earnestly requested
that we would oblige him with any information we might
think necessary for him to have regarding the country, etc.
Accompanying this letter were two for Msidi in English
aiid Swahili respectively, in which Capt. Stairs and his
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four white companions formally sent their ¢Salaams” t,
the chief and intimated that they had come from the g
expressly to visit him ; further, that their intentions were
peaceable towards him, and that in all they did they desireq
to act slowly and with his (Msidi’s) consent. Capt. Stairg
in conclusion, mentioned casually that the Wa-sumbwy
(Msidi’s own people) were his friends, and signed himself
“The Englishman, W. G. Stairs.”

The last two statements contained in the letter faiy
made Msidi’s heart ““ white” (as he termed it) towards the
new-comers, but specially the fact that they were English.
men, as he mistakenly thought them all to be. ““They are
English, do you hear, sons of the dust?” shouted Msidi t
the crowd of his people, “and we know the English to be
true people.”

The tive Zanzibaris returned, bearing a letter from Msidi
written by me, full of expressions of goodwill towards the
white men, and requesting them to come on to his capital
without delay. At the same time I wrote Capt. Stair,
telling him of the disagreeable surprise that was awaiting
him and his three hundred men at Msidi’s, where hunger
prevailed almost to starvation. My report of the land may
have been dreary and the outlook bleak to those new.
comers, who were pressing on to Msidi’s as to some “El
Dorado.” But as on the evening of that day I stood on
the hill-top overlooking the valley of the capital, and con-
trasted the scene with that of one year ago, I was convinced
that no true description of the state of the country could
be other than dreary and depressing. I never realized how
far things had run to riot in the country until T looked
down upon long stretches of tilled land without any people,
where once, and that scarcely twelve manths ago, stood
hundreds of dwellings compactly built together. What
will Mr. Swan say when he hears that after leaving
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 utombo’s village, going eastward, he would not encounter
memud hut right on to Munema !

Msidi spent the interval that elapsed after the departure
Jfthe Arabs in rallying all his remaining men, and haran-

ing them all day long on the great things he would do
yhen the powder came, for, of course, the white men were
jringing hin powder ! These remarks regarding the powder
yere accompanied by many a scornful glance at me, as
though he would let us understand what a worthless lot
ye missionaries were. When he spoke of the Belgians at
present in the country he grew fierce, charging them with
dl sorts of treacherous motives.

December 14th.—This morning, at Msidi’s request, I met
(apt. Stairs, who was at the head of his caravan, and con-
ducted him to the camping ground appointed by the chief.
The large caravan of three hundred Zanzibaris filed in with
fags flying and a very travelstained look, accompanied by
(apt. Bodson, the Marquis de Bonchamps, Dr. Maloney,
ad Robinson, Capt. Stairs’ servant.

Lieut. Legat pitched his tent in the new-comers’ encamp-
ment, which at once raised Msidi’s suspicions, and he
adered the lieutenant to remove from thence, and charged
lim with trying to come between him and his new friends ;
ut the real fact was that the chief dreaded lest they
should effect a junction, and to prevent this he tried all in
his power. ,

Msidi having finally accepted our presents, we were glad
toleave the capital on the 17th, the day appointed by
Msidi for the reception of Capt. Stairs. The events which
tappened after our departure were so momentous and so
wleulated to turn this whole country upside down that T
shall endeavour to give you them in as much detail as
possible.

17th.—As arranged, Capt. Stairs saw the chief to-day
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and gave him hia present. Msidi expressed the wish tha
the captain would become his blood brother.

18th.—Capt. Stairs was with Msidi again. The chie
again expressed the wish to become Capt. Stairs’ bloyg
brother, but wanted a large amount of cloth and powdg
first, before - he would consent to the ceremony or the
taking of the Free State flag.

19th.—To-day Capt. Stairs planted the Congo Free Statg
flag on the high hill immediately adjoining the head villagy
of Mukurru, and gs Msidi did not realize the full import of
this act, Capt. Stairs sent four of his chiefs to inform him
that in future he (Msidi) was excepted to obey the whitg
men, and that there must be no more skulls seen hanging
round his village. Of course, this last order roused Msidi’s
angery for it meant that he must give up that prerogativg
which he alone had exercised—-alas! so ruthlessly—during
all the years of his lording it in these parts. But thoug
he stormed and fumed at this order, he was still shrew
enough to see that he could not quarrel—that is, profitabl
—with the new-comers, and so, after declaring his right ta
cut the heads off his slaves or any others who would opposg
his rule, he mentioned the day following—the 20th—foy
the blood-brotherhood ceremony.

20th.—A long-to-be-remembered date in Garengansg

history ! This was the day appointed by Msidi for hi
becoming Capt. Stairs’ blood brother ; but events showed
that he had no intention of keeping his appointment, no
indeed of being the captain’s friend at all. Early in the
morning a messenger was despatched to the head village
know if Msidi was prepared to receive Capt. Stairs on tha

day, but the messenger returned with the word that the

chief was sleeping. A little later, a second messenge
brought the news that Msidi had left Mukurru at daybres
for Munema, one of the first villages occupied by him i
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fhis country. When the messenger went to Munema he
fund Msidi, who told him that he would receive the white
nan on conditions that ke would come alone, and unaccom-

nied by any soldiers. This proposal bore on the face of
iysome intent on Msidi’'s part of foul play, and so Capt.
Bodson and the Marquis de Bonchamps started for Munema,
yith a body of Zanzibaris, to know definitely whether
¥sidi would submit to the white men or otherwise. On
amiving outside the village of Munema, a halt was made,
ad four hcadmen went to the chief to inform him that the
yhite men were outside. This was about 11 a.m. An
jour passed and the headmen not having returned, Capt.
Bodson took six men and went into the village, leaving the
pain body outside with the Marquis de Bonchamps, it
hing understood by the latter that if the sound of firing
was heard inside the village, he was to rush in with his
Janzibaris. Not many minutes elapsed after Capt. Bodson
bad gone into the village when the loud report of firing
vas heard, and the Marquis, rushing in with his men,
found outside the verandah of the largest house the dead
body of Msidi lying opposite Capt. Bodson, who, though
himself conscious, was in a dying condition. Near by
Msidi lay the dead body of Masuka, one of his warriors,
vhilst opposite lay two of Capt. Bodson’s men, one with
two legs broken, and the other with a bullet in his thigh.
(apt. Bodson was at once removed to the camp, and
though in great agony explained in the few remaining
preaths which he drew in this life what had occurred. On
atering he found Msidi armed with a fine sword, which
(apt. Stairs had given him, and surrounded by between
thirty and forty men. Some distance off he saw the four
headmen, evidently prisoners. Advancing towards Msidi
he asked him what he intended to do, and had only said a
fow words when Msidi with the drawn sword in his hand




e

-

>

86
made a thrust at Capt. Bodson, which the latter, splcinging
to one side, evaded ; at the same time, drawing his revolver
he shot Msidi dead through the heart. ’

Msidi had no sooner fallen than the contents of severa]
guns were fired into Capt. Bobson’s back by some men,
wounding him mortally. He spoke with Lieut. Legat (who
was an old friend of his) up to the last, saying that he was
dying as a soldier should die, having rid the Garenganze
country of a tiger, and with one shout * Long live the
King ” this loyal soldier passed away.

How things are going on at the capital now you wil
best understand from the following letter, which T received
the other day from Capt. Stairs :—¢“ On the 21st we left
Maria’s village, and moved about 800 yards to Mumonekas,
and next day started building Fort Bunkeya. T called up
the chiefs Chamunda and Mukanduvantu, told them we
had no desire to fight, but would punish anyone who made
war in this country. Meantime I sent for Katang,
Ntenke, Mulawanyama, and others, to come to me before
electing a chief of the Va-yeke, who will only have power
over this immediate neighbourhood. There will be no
more Va-yeke tyrants over the poor Va-sanga, Va-lomotwa,
etc. ; each district will have its local chief, and the head
over the whole willsbe the white man. Already the people
have returned in great numbers to their hoeing and planting.
The Va-sanga are delighted, and at last see hope ahead.
We are building our fort out of Msidi’s own Boma, and the
door of his big hut is now my table, off which this evening
we eat our Christmas dinner. 1 will work hard
to keep powder out, and let the country get full breath-
ing. . . . There are no skullsvisible at Bunkeya now.”

On Dec. 29th Capt. Stairs wrote :—-¢ We are progress
ing favourably with our fort, but the want of food is taking

it out of our men. I elected Mukanduvantu to-day as
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quceessor to the late chief. Likuku has not come in, nor
Cikako. Mulawanyama has come and got the flag from
me, and several others the same.” !

1 The sorrowful news of the death of Capt. Stairs, would not be
x: 2 ¥
known for some time in (Garenganze.— Eb.

It appears therefore, that he died from ialarial fever on
the 9th June 1892 at Chinde on the Zambesi, thus ended
his short but brilliant carcer. Stairs was possessed of an
amiable, and cheerful disposition, was most energetic, and
painsmking in anything he undertook to do, and looked
upon difficulties as only to be overcome. ]

It is always difficult to gauge the value of men, but the
name of Stairs was better known than that of :u\?j graduate,
and we have just cause to feel proud that*he ‘as one of
our number, he together with Mackay and Robinson, had
all given promise of future distinction had they lived, the
three were so closely connected in their lives, and in their
deaths, that it seems fitting we have decided to place their
names together on one memorial brass. They all reflected
honour on their old College, and well upheld its good motto
«Truth, Duty, Valour”. May we who remain strive to
be as faithful.




