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OF CANADA
4

HELD IN MONTREAL

AT THE ST: LAWRENCE HALL

On the 24tii February 1893

At which were present ;
Captain V. B. Rivers, R. C. A., President,
Lieut. Fred W. White, U. L., \
Capt. A. H. van Straubunzee, R. E., ) Vic(‘ Presidents. 
Captain Ernest F." Wurtele, R, *L.,
Captain D. MacPherson, R. L. j 
Lieut. R. W. Leonard, U. L. 1 
Lieut. D. C. Campbell, U. L. j Munaging Committee.

Captain H. S. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry.
Captain R. G. E. Leckie, 75th Batt.
Lieut. E. C. Amos, U. L.
Lieut. L. A. Amos, U, L.
Lieut. T. H. Browne, 5th Batt.
Lieut. W. B. Carruthers, 14th Batt.

Secretary-Treasurer.

Members of the

' PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

NINTH ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE CLUB
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Lieut. XV. E. Cooke, R. C. A.
, Liéut. R. M. Courtney, U. L.\

Lieut.'C. If.'Coutlee, U. L.
Lieut. Francis Joseph Dixon, U. L.
Lieut. E. H. Drury, U. L.
Lieut. B. H. Fraser, U. L.
Lieut. John G. Gibson, U. L.
Lieut. E. T. B. Gillmore, O. F. B. <
Lieut. Arthur Hamilton, V. R. 0.
Lieut. XV. G. Heneker, Connaught Hangers. 
Lieut. J. Houliston, 86th Batt.
Lieut. L. H. Irving, R. L.
Lieut. A. K. Kirkpatrick, U. L.
Lieut. G. M. Kirkpatrick, R. E.
Lieut. A. J. Matheson, U. L.
Lieut. 0. C. Macpherson, U. L.
Lieut. N. B. McLean, U. L.
Liéut. B. McLennan, U. L.
Lieut. C, P. Newman, U. L.
Lieut. H. A. Panet, U. L.
Lieut. Geo. G. Rose, U. L.
Lieut. Hazen Ritchie, U. L.
Lieut. XV. H. Sullivan, U. L.
Mr. D. B. Pruyn.
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At 10 40 A M. the Meeting was called to order by 

Captain A. H. van Straubenzee, Vice-President who oçc, 
pied the chair during the temporary absence of the Pre

SldMoved by Captain A. H.Nan Straubenzee, R. K, 

Seconded by Mr. R. XV. Leonard, U. L.,
That the Minutes of the last Meeting he adopted 

printed with the following amendments : . ' , ,
P Page 3. Re Macka-y Memorial. That a Committee be]
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appointed to take charge, etc., then after the word “Carried” 
at the end of the motion on page 4, insert, “ The following 
gentlemen were nominated by the President, to form the 
Mackay Memorial Committee, Captain A. H. van Strau- 
benzee, Captain Duncan MacPherson and Mrv R. W. 
Leonard and kwere una

■

nimoysly agreed to by the Meeting.” 
Page 10. That the. word “allow” on line 14, be struck

out and the word “alter” be substituted in lieu thereof.__
Carried.

Captain Y. B. Rivers, President, then* came in and took 
the chair. <<

The Secretary-Treasurer read his Annual Report for the 
year 1892. '

The President appointed Messrs. E. H. Drury and H. A. 
Panet, Auditors, who examined the books, signed the 
as being correct and reported accordingly.

Moved by Mr. Fred W. White, U-. L„ Seconded by Cap­
tain H. S. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry,

That the report of the Secretary-Treasurer, as read, be 
adopted,—Carried.

Moved by Captain Duncan MacPherson, R. L., Seconded 
by Mr. Fred W. White, U. L,

That a vote of thanks be tendered to the Secretary- 
Treasurer for his work on behalf of the Club during the 
past year.—Carried.

JThe question of the Distinctive Badge was then .taken 
into consideration. The President reported that the Com­
mittee appointed at the last Annual Meeting had had 
veral meetings but had not arrived at any decision and had 
allowed the matter to remain in ahey 

Moved, by Captain A. H. van Straubenzee, R. E., Se­
conded by Captain Duncan MacPherson, R. L.,

That Messrs. L. Homfray Irving and Francis Joseph 
Dixon and Captain J. Chas. MàcDougall be a Committee,

same

order by 
who occu- 
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with full powers to adopt a Distinctive Badge to be worn 
by the Members.—Carried.

Captain A. H. van Straubenzee read the Committee 
Report on the Memorial to the late Captains Mackay-
Robinson-Stâirs. ,rT T ... ..

Moved by Mr. "Fred W. White, U. L.. Seconded by Mr.
H. A. Panet, U. L., . .

That the Report just read by adopted.—Carried.
Moved by Mr. É. H. Drury", U. L., Seconded by Mr. 

George M. Kirkpatrick, R. E.,
That this Meeting of the Royal Military College Club 

expresses its sincere sympathy with the family of the late 
Captain W. H. Robinson in his sudden death, and regret 
at the early loss of such a gallant and valuable officer, and 
intend to do honour to his memory, by placing a memorial 

, brass in St. George’s Cathedral, Kingston, coupled with 
the names of the late Captains Mackay and Stairs.—Car­
ried unanimously. , ,, , . . ,,

Moved by Mr. W. E. Cooke, R. C. A., Seconded by Mr.
John G. Gibson, U. L.,

That this Meeting of the Royal Military College Club 
' expresses its sincere sympathy with the family of the late 

Captain W. G. Stairs in his lamented death, and their deep 
regret at the early loss of so distinguished an officer, and 
intend to do' honour to his memory by placing a memorial 
brass in St. George’s Cathedral, Kingston, coupled with the 

of the late Captains Mackay and Robinson.— Car-
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ried unanimously. , , ,

Moved by Mr. N. G. VonHugel, R. E, Seconded by
Captain V. B. Rivers, R. C. A., , , ,,

1st That a Permanent Memorial Fund be started by the 
Royal Military College Club for the purpose of erecting 
suitable memorials to such deceased Ex-Cadets of the ■ 
Royal Military College, Canada, who have earned the dis- ■ 1 t

Capt

*

-
iss

sM



■ppÿ

tinction, or for electing trophies of actions in which Ex- 
Cadets have borne conspicuous part.

2nd. That the fund be supported by all Ex-Cadets and 
Members of the Royal Military •'College Club who are wil­
ling to subscribe.

3rd. That the Subscription be One Dollar ($1.00) An­
nually.

4th. That the Fund be managed by the Committee of 
the Royal Military College Club, and that the Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Club, be ipso facto the Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Fund. "

5th. That the votes of all Subscribers be asked for when 
it is proposed to erect dtiy memorial or trophy or before 
any considerable expenditure is made from the fund, 
well as to the nature of any memorial or trophy, and that 
such shall be decided by an actual majority of votes.

Lucknow, 27-10-92.
Moved in amendment by Mr. R. W. Leonard, U\ L., 

Seconded by Captain Duncan MacPherson, R. L.,
That it is inadvisable to establish a Memorial Fund, for 

the reason that it would lessen the honour and that 
consider any deceased member who is worthy of 
rial is also worthy of the labour incident to the getting up 
of such a memorial.

The amendment was put to the meeting and carried.
The following letter was then read by the Secretary :

Portland, Oregon,
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7th December 1892.
.

nded by
Captain Ernest F. Würtele, R. L., 

Secretary-Treasurer,
Royal Military College Club.

id by the 
erecting

, of the | Dear Sir, 
l the dis- I have the honour to offer a suggestion which I desire 

you will lay before your honourable Committee and Meim
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bers at the next Annual Meeting of the Royal Military 
\ College Club.

Recognizing the fact that the Graduates of the Royal 
Military College have now reached such a number and that, 
the standing of the Club is daily increasing and that as a 
monument to the Club that the Secretary be instructed to 
draft articles of Incorporation of the Royal Military College 
Building Association, its object being to incorporate such 
Association with say $100,000 Capital Stock, consisting of 
1000 Shares of $100 each, with a view of purchasing a lot 
of land and the erection of a suitable building thereon, 
such that the cellar and ground and 2nd and 3rd floors may 
be used by tenants and a source of income be derived 
therefrom and the 4th floor be used as a Royal Military 
College Club room.

Said lot of land be purchased in one of the great cities 
of the Dominion, to be hereafter decided on by a f vote of 
the Members, such plans, etc., to be agreed upon by a _ 
Building Coiftmittee.

Further thfe stock for such building be limited to 20 
Shares of $100 to any one shareholder, to be paid into the 
Treasurer of said Building Committee at the rate of One 
Dollar per Share per month until paid and that some Bank 
of standing in Canada be made the Treasurer of said insti­
tution, and funds so derived to be drawn by cheque having 
the signature of the President and Committee.

This Hall or Permanent Club Room would then be a 
suitable place in which to place memorials of~d^tinguished 
Graduates who have departed this life and be a place 
whèrein can be found the records of the Club at any time.

The Assessment of One Dollar -per share per month 
well be met by the members and at the end of 100 months 
the $100,000 subscribed Capital Stock will have been paid 
up and funds and interest will allow of this building to
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have formed a shape, such that it can be well and profitably 
invested.

This may be somewhat premature but its introduction 
at this time will ensure its being acted upon at some future 
Annual Meeting.

.ilitary

Royal 
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Yours, etc.,
J. M. Clapp.

Moved by' Mr. John G. Gibson, U. L., Seconded by Cap- ' 
tain R. G. Edwards Leckie, 75th Batt.,

That Mr. J. M. Clapp’s letter be laid on the table for 
consideration at some future date.—Carried.

The Secretary then read the following letter and his 
report on the subject referred to therein

Quebec, 8th November 1892.
it cities 
vote of 

>n by a

My dear Wiirtele,

As I know you want every member of the R. M. C. 
Club to let you know of any possible openings he may know 
of for Graduates of the R. M. C.

I think it may he of use to bring the following possible 
openings to the notice of your committee.

The “ Indian Civil Service ”, This is recruited from 
England and the Colonies by open competitive Exams, 
held once or twice

d to 20 
nto the 

i of One 
re Bank 
id insti- 
> having a year. ^ But all information on this 

head may be obtained from Ottawa. From what 1 have 
seen of the Civil Service in India the fellow who passes in 
may be considered a very lucky man.

The pay, promotion, leave rules and pension are all on a 
very liberal scale. In fact Civil Service men are by far 
the best off in India. The grades composing the Indian 
Civil Service are

en be a 
iguished 
a place 
:iy time, 
mtli can 
months 

een paid 
ilding to

1

1varied amongst them are, Governors, 
Commissioners of Provinces and Districts, Judges, Collec­
tors. Magistrates and Settlement Officers and in fact

H
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nearly every branch of the administration except Engineer­
ing and Forestry.

I cannot attempt, to give you any accurate information, 
but what I want do is to try and draw your attention to 
the excellent openings offered every year to our men which 
are apparently unknown to them.

Another subject 1 would like to bring to your notice is 
the possibility of getting the Indian Government to give to 
the Graduating Class of the R. M. C. one or two appoint­
ments a year in its Engineering Department.

At present the Indian Government has a college of its 
own at Coopers Hill, England, through which all its men 
have to pass. But I feel confident that something might 
be done by our Government at Ottawa, to obtain for us 
the same concession from the Indian Government as is 
granted to the College by the Imperial authorities i. e. one 
or two appointments a year in its Civil Engineering Depart­
ment. x ^ ■ I desi

The Civil Engineers under the Indian Government form ■ Office 
a large body of men, who do all the great works in India 
including Railroads, Canals, Irrigation, Roads, Bridges and 
in fact all the Engineering work of that vast country, 
except the Military works done by the R. E. Department.

Their pay, promotion, pension and leave rules run on 
nearly the same lines as for Royal Engineers, and any 
young fellow fortunate enough to obtain an appointment 
to the above branch may be considered as established for 
life.
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From the day of landing in India the pay in either of 
the above Departments would be enough to allow a man to 
live fairly well and to marry if he desired in a couple of ■ Extra 
years. I think if the Canadian Government would commu­
nicate with the Viceroy, Lord Lansdownb, that he, knowing 
Canada and the R. M. C. as he does, would stand a frieni 
to us. \

i
■

I1
1. Ts

the Fit



11i
ingineer- If you think that the R M. C. Club Committee would 

care to go deeper into this matter, 1 will send you the' 
regulations of the above Departments on my return to 
India.

irmation, 
3ntion to 
3ii which Hoping that these suggestions may bear fruit through 

the efforts of the R. M. C. Club.
notice is 

m give to 
appoint-

I remain, Yours sincerely,

A. J. de Lotbinière.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

ON THE

Examination for the Civil Service of India.

Quebec, 27th December 1892.
In connection with Mr. A. Joly de Lotbiniere’s letter 

I desn-e to add that shortly after its receipt I called at the 
Ofhce ot the Provincial Secretary and was shewn the Rules 
governing the Open Competitive Examination above refer­
red to, as, however, they were provided with but one copy 
which could not be allowed to leave the Department I 
communicated with the Secretary of the Civil Service Com­
mission, London, who very kindly sent me twelve copies.

In order to give the Members a general outline of the 
necessary qualifications, etc., I herewith submit a few 
extracts from the papers received. Should any Member 
desire to obtain further information it will be cheerfully 
tarnished upon application to the Secretary.

ent form 
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L The examination will be held in London, England 
the First of August 1893, and following days. , on
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2. The qualifications are :—
(a) That the Candidate is a natural-born subject of Her 

Majesty.
(/)) That his age will he above twenty-one years and 

under twenty-three years, on the First April 1893.
(c) That he has no disease, constitutional affection, or 

bodily infirmity unfitting him, or likely to unfit him for the 
Civil Service of India.

(>/) That he is of good moral character.
3. Selected Canditates before proceeding to India will 

be on probation for one year, at the end of which time they 
will be required to pass a further examination.

4. Persons desirous to be admitted as Candidates, must 
apply on Forms, which may be obtained from the Secretary 
Civil Service Commission, London, S. W. at any time after 
the 1st December 1892. The Forms must be returned so 
as to be received at the Office of the Civil Service Commis­
sioners on or before 3 1st May 1893.

5. To be admitted for Examination, the Candidate is 
required to pay a fee of £5.

6. The Examination will be on the following subjects:—
English Composition.
English Language and Literature.
French Language and Literature.
German Language and Literature.
Latin Language and Literature.
Greek Language and Literature.
Sanskrit Language and Literature.
Arabic Language and Literature.
English History.
General Modern History.
Greek History,
Roman History.
Mathematics.
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Advanced Mathematics.
Political Economy and Economic History. 
Logic and Mental Philosophy.

Yours very truly,

of Her !

ai's and

Ernest F. Wurtele.
Moved by Captain H. 8. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry, Se­

conded by Mr. Bartlett McLennan, U. L,
That the letter and report just read and referring to the 

Indian Civil Service be published in the proceedings for 
the information of thç Members.—Carried.

Moved by Captain A. H. van Straubenzee, R. E., Se­
conded by Captain Ernest F. Wurtele, R. L,

That the addition to By-Law 5, which was added in 
1890, be amended to read as follows :—

“ Gentlemen who are, or at any time have been connected 
with the Royal Military College, may be elected Honorary 
Members by Seventy-five per cent of the Members present 
at any Annual General Meeting of the Club voting in fa­
vour of the election of the gentleman nominated.—Carried.

Moved by Captain A. H. van Straubenzee, R E.j 
Seconded by Captain E. Thornton Taylor, Cheshire Regi­
ment,

That Major-General E. O. Hewett, C. M. G., R. E. 
formerly Commandant of the Royal Military College, he 
elected an Honorary Member of this Club, with effect from 
May 1886.—Carried unanimously.

Moved by Captain E. Thornton Taylor, Cheshire Regi­
ment, Seconded by Captain A. H. van Straubenzee, R. E.

That Colonel E. Kensington, late R. A., formerly Pro­
fessor of Mathematics and Artillery, at the Royal Military
College, be elected an Honorary Member of this Club.__1
Carried unanimously.

Moved by Captain Ernest F. Würtele, R. L., Seconded 
by Captain H. S. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry,
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That By-Law No. 12, be amended so as to read :—
“ Any member shall be eligible for election as a Life 

Member on payment of Fifty dollars in one sum. N. B.
Fees derived from Life Members shall be invested, and the 
interest only shall be used for ordinary purposes”.—Carried,

An adjournment then took place for luncheon. ■ q]u|,
The Meeting reassembled at 3.30 with Mr. Fred W.

White, Vice-President in the chair.
Moved by Mr. Francis Joseph Dixon, Û. L., Seconded 

by Mr. L. Homfray Irving, R. L.
That the Constitution and By-Laws be cancelled and 

superseded by the following :—(See Official Communication 
No 4, 1892).

Moved in amendment by Mr. R. W. Leonard, U. L.,
Seconded by Mr. A. K. Kirkpatrick, U. L.

That the reprinting and arrangement of the By-Laws 
which is most desirable, be left in the hands of the Manag­
ing Committee, who may prepare such alterations as they 
deem advisable, for consideration at the next Annual 
Meeting.—Carried.

The Chairman then appointed Messrs. B. H. Fraser and 
J. Houliston, Scrutineers, to examine and report upon the 
Ballots cast for the election of Officers for the current year.
The Ballots were then handed to these gentlemen by the 
Secretary.

Captain A. H. van Straubenzee read a paper entitled a 
“ Sketch of the Lives and Services of the late Captains H.
B. Mackay, W. H. Robinson and W. G. Stairs ”,

Moved by Mr. R. W. Leonard, U. L., Seconded by Mr.
E. H. Drury, U. L.

That the paper just read be printed in the Proceedings 
and form the first of a series which it is to be hoped may 
be issued by the Club from year to year.—Carried.

Moved by Captain D. MacPherson, R. L., Seconded by 
Mr. E. H. Drury, U. L.,
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For Vice-Presidents.

Capt. J. B. Cochrane, U. L., R. M. C............. 33
Capt. H. S. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry .
Scattering

20
71 124

For Se(?retary-Treasurkr.

Capt. Ernest F. Würtele, R. L 
Scattering..........................................

61
1 62

Lieut. R. W. Leonard, U. L 
Scattering.....................................

— 15 —

That the thanks of the Club be extended to Captain A. 
H. yan Straubenzee for his zeal and painstaking studies
devoted towards the preparation of the paper just read.__
Carried.

Captain van Straubenzee in a few words thanked the 
Club for the motion passed in his favour.

The Scrutineers having completed their work, presented 
the following result of the Ballot cast for election of Offi­
cers

Number of Ballots, returned 
Disallowed for non-compliance with By-Law XIX. 15

Number of votes cast

77

62

For President.
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Foit Managing Committee,

Capt. D. MacPherson, 11. L............. *..........
Lieut. W. À. H. Kerr, U. L......... ..
Lieut. Fred. W. White, U. L. . ...........
Lieut. D. G. Campbell, U. L......................
Lieut. L. Homfray Irving, II, L .............
Scattering.........................................................
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I The following Officers were declared elected for the en­
suing year

President :—Lieut. R. W. Leonard, U. L., Niagara Falls, 
Ont.

'!

:

!
Vice-Presidents :—Capt. J. B. Cochrane, U. L., 11. M. C., 

Kingston, Ont.
Capt. H. S. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry,

• Cornwall, Ont.
Secretary-Treasurer .—Capt. Ernest F. Wiirtele, 11. L„

Quebec, Que. (Re-elected). i

! ?»
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“ Govt 
read 1 
Minisl 
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Walkc

Manayiny Committee :— j
Capt. D. MacPherson, R. L., Montreal, Que. (Re-elected), 
Lieut. W. A. H. Kerr, U. L., Toronto, Ont.
Lieut. Fred. W. White, U. L., Ottawa, Ont.
Lieut. D. C. Campbell, U. L., Ottawa, Ont. (Re-elected), I 
Lieut. L. Homfray Irving, R. L , Toronto, Out.

.«I" . i
Ii:

Mr.1
and A
Generi 

_ After
Moved by Mr. A,. K. Kirkpatrick, U. L., Seconded by ■ paid a 

Capt. H. S. Greenwood, 4th Cavalry,. ■ Collegi
That a vote of thanks be tendered to the retiring Presi-1 stating 

dent.—Carried. ■ the Br
Moved by Lieut. J. Houliston, 86th Battalion, Seconded 

by Lieut. G. G. Rose, U. L.,
dation
history

1
:

,

'

:
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That this meeting do now adjourn.—Carried.

1

i
6 The Eighth Annual Dinner was held in the evening of 

the same date in the Guards’ old Mess Room, St Lawrence 
Hall, Covers were laid for fifty and a most enjoyable time 
was spent.

2
1 310

« The Guests present were Major-General I J C 
Herbert, C B. Commanding the Militia, Lieut.-Colonel C 
l Houghton, D. A G Lieut.-Colonel G. Mattice and 
Major A. Roy Brigade Majore, Capt. E. Streatfeild, A D 
C„ Professor Forshaw Day and Gentleman Cadet Battalion 
Sergt-Major Armstrong of the Royal Military College Mr 
R. G Leekie Captain J. P. Edwards, “ Canadian Military 
Gazette and representatives of the “Montreal Star” 
“Gazette’’and “Witness”. ’

After the usual loyal toasts of the “Queen” and our' 
“Governor-General had been honoured, the Secretary 
read letters of regret from the Hon. J. C Patterson 
Minister of Militia and Defence, Colonel C E P-met’ 
Deputy Minister of Militia and Defence, and Colonel 
Walker Potgell, Adjutant General.

Mr. Fred W. White then proposed the “ Army Navv 
and Auxiliary Forces ” which was responded to by Maior- 
General Herbert, who made the speech of the evening 

, ,, _ Af.t,er ^Pressing pleasure at being present, the General 
nded by ■ paid a tribute to the usefulness of the Royal Military

■ College ^and . the Club which the Ex-Cadets had formed^ 
ig Pres,- ■ stating that in all the countries of which he had experience’

■ the British nation was the only one that kept up old 
ciations of this kind, which had all helped 
history of England a history which

r the en-

•a Falls.

• M. C,

Cavalry,

B . L,
i;ed). §

elected). II
1

elected).
it.

asso- 
to make the 

was not yet closed by

econded

I

3BUBUBIi
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any means. (Cheers). He then alluded to the success of 
the Graduates, and paid a just tribute to the memory of 
Mackay, Robinspn and Stairs. He approved heartily (lf 
the action the Club had taken in doing honour to their 
memory. The Graduates were distributed over the face of 
the globe, and he was glad to see present that evening 
Officer (Mr. Geo. M. Kirkpatrick, R. E.) who had just 
returned from a most important expedition to Morocco. 
Recently in Quebec he had met another officer (Mr. H. P. 
Casgrain, R. E.) who had just come home from the N. W, 
frontier of India. He expressed the hope that he might 
often have the pleasure of dining witli^ the Club. (Cheers), 
Other toasts which followed and were duly responded to 
were :—The “Royal Military College ”. “ Our Guests"
“ Our Absent Comrades ” the “ Ladies ” the “ Press ”,

Songs were sung by Messrs Leckie, ytieneker, Coutlee 
and Armstrong and a number of speeches made.

The singing of “ God Save the Queen ” brought the re­
union to a close and which was pronounced by all 
most successful and pleasant meeting, and Dinner.

Cf| ;

I Gau
Mac
J. Ï
U. 1

r
ip

1 an

T1II Mill
view
same
R. IV

!

I !;tS

:r M
Insti1,1 !

I as a

I :
:: I

During the course of the Dinner telegrams were received 
from the undermentioned gentlemen and read by the 
Secretary

Mtyor S. J. A. Denison, and Messrs. R. B. Jack and A, 
R. Wetmore.

i'I

The Secretary takes this opportunity of acknowledging 
the receipt of letters from the undermentioned Gentlemen, 
expressing regret at their inability to be present at the 
Meeting :—

! *

I

9
?
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access of 
emory of 
artily of 
to their 
e face of 
filing an 
had just 
Morocco, 
[r. H. P. 
e N. W. 
ie might 
[Cheers), 
onded to

5S ”,

Coutlee

Captains, A. G. G. Würtele, U. L, R. M. C. P. M. 
Gaudet, R. C. A., W. M. Davis, Oxford Rifles, J. Chas. 
MacDougall, G. R. I., and Messrs. Emile Doucet TJ L 
J F. Taylor, U. L., W W. Grant, U. L„ F. C. Andean,’ 
U. L, J. G. Hearn, U. L, and Lawrence M.‘ Lain be, U. L.

The attention of Members is drawn to the “ Canadian 
Military Institute 941 King 8t Wcstj Toront with
view of having such as visit that City, make use of the 
same as a rendez-von* where they will invariably find 
R. M. C. men. J

a

some

Mr L. Homfray Irving, R, L., is the Secretary of the 
Institute. J

the re- 
all as a

received 
by the

: and A,

vledging 
ltlemen, 
; at the

.
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I have the honour to submit herewith the Annual 
Report for the year 1892 and which has been subdivided

a compre-intg different parts with a view of giving you 
hensive and thorough understanding of the wo 
during the year under consideration.

No. 1.—GENERAL REVIeI\t.

Royal Military College Club,

Gentlemen,

To the President, Officers and Members,

Quebec, 10th January 1893.

The year 1892-can be considered the most eventful in 
the existence of the)Club, both as regards the very marked 
increase in its membership as well as the increased interest 
manifested by its members individually.

>
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURERHi

.
p

OF THE

I
: ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE (CLUB

H

OF CANADAI :
f

FOR THE YEAR 1892.

Al­
lées
are fe 
Its si 
of a s 
comb: 
const) 
renew

Wi
each
towai
tance
futuri
ackov
Couni

An
have : 
actual 
that t 
said t 
rendei 
from ] 
remen 
keep!i 
will le 
they a 
upon 1

The
greate 
as a n 
giving 
turn.

The

>

:

li

I

i



Hi ER

1893.

A.NNUAL

)divided
compre-
vformed

intful in 
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Although our organization is termed a Club, neverthe­
less we fully comprehend that its intentions and objects 
are far more reaching than the literal meaning of the word. 
Its signification in our case really means the building up 
of a systematic method of mutual support and assistance, 
combined with the enjoyment to be derived from a Club 
constituted on the basis of a means of recreation and the 
renewing of and making of new acquaintances.

With such an object in view it is justly expected that 
each individual member will contribute freely his share 
towards its fulfillment and render at all times such assis­
tance and support as will eventually, if not in the near 
future, place our organization in the position of being 
ackowledged and recognized as an honour to ourselves and 
Country.

An investigation would perhaps reveal the fact that 
have not joined our

some 
see noranks under the plea that they 

actual benefits to be derived for themselves. Let us hope 
that the number so disposed is small. Although it may be 
said that the majority of members now fill positions which 
render them quite independent of the benefits to be derived 
from membership, nevertheless we should look further and 
remember our less fortunate comrades. By constantly 
keeping the Secretary conversant with such information .. . 
will lead to the finding of employment for its members, 
they will be doing an act that will reflect most creditably 
upon themselves individually and the Club generally.

The younger members will naturally come in for the 
greatest benefits and it is well that it should be thus, serving 

means of encouragement to them and at the same time 
opportunity of doing a good

as

as a
giving the older members 
turn.

an

The establishment of that friendly and brotherly feeling 
and “ Esprit-de-Corps ” which is so necessary to attain our

I
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objects in their highest degree should prove of sufficient 
weight and importance to make the present members use 
their best endeavours arid influence in getting all eligible 
Ex-Cadets, who have not as yet joined our ranks, to do so 
during the course of the present year, so that we can stand 
“ shoulder to shoulder” in the advancement of the Royal 
Military College Club of Canada.

I have given this matter considerable attention simply 
because from the official position I have held duiing the 
year I have concluded that the members do not fully under­
stand the: real objects of the Club.

During the past year every ~"
„ive publicity to the Club, both in the way of correspon­
dence and circulars and through the medium of the Press, 
in the way of notes contributed to the “ Canadian Military 

Official Organ, and we can safely state with

Tini ' clearl 
those 
skm « 
gettii 
tainh 
year.

&I I

1
i

Jan.
have been taken to Tomeans

Le
: i

j
Enrc:l Gazette ”, our 

a satisfactory result. .
It was considered advisable that the Secretary, in virtue 

of his official capacity, should interview the General Officer 
Commanding the Militia, with reference to the Appoint­
ments to the Permanent Force of Canada, as well as other 
matters incidental to the Club. The first interview 
with Major-General Herbert, C. B., was held on the 14th 
of July, at Levis, during the Camp of Instruction of the 
7th Military District, and on a subsequent date, the 11th 
of rAugust at the Officers Quarters of- the Regiment of 
Canadian Dragoons, Quebec, when the Hon. Mackenzie 
Bowell then Minister of Militia and Defence was present. 
These interviews were calculated to give prominence to our 
existence as well as to represent to the proper authorities 
the consideration which the Graduates of the Royal Mili­
tary College of Canada are entitled to receive in the case 
of appointments to the Permanent Force of Canada.
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No. 2.—MEMBERSHIP.efficient 
>ers use 
eligible 
» do so 
n stand 
e Royal

The increase in the Membership is most gratifying and 
clearly establishes the fact that the Club is appreciated by 
those who have enrolled their names on the List. A deci­
sion on the part of the present members to work towards 
getting everys&eligible Ex-Cadet as a member would cer­
tainly” serve to increase the number during the current 

year.

Jan. 1st 1892.
Total Members enrolled...........
Less deceased Members..........

simply 
ring the 
f under­

taken to 
rrespon- 
ie Press, 
Military 
ate with

101
Enrolled during year 1892.

Ordinary Members..........
Life Members....................

50
4in virtue 

d Officer 
Appoint­
as other 

nterview 
the 14th 
in of the 
the 11th 
iment of 
lackenzie 
i present, 
ice to our 
iithorities 
;>yal Mili- 
l the case

LESS

Transferred from Ordinary to Life Mem­
bership ........................................................ 1 3 53

Less Loss by death during year 1892. .

Total Membership 1st January 1893. .

Subdivided as follows :—
Ordinary Members....................................
Life Members........................... .........................

Members in good standing..........................
Members in arrears........................................

153

153

la. 153

23

3
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Na 3.-FINANCIAL, STATEMENT.

The Statement submitted herewith shows a deficit and 
it is no doubt in order that an explanation should accoim 
pany the same.

Upon assuming office it was deemed of the greatest im­
portance that measures should be at once taken to place 
the Club upon a firmer basis and make its existence better 
known to the Ex-Cadets. This required a considerable 

• outlay for the purpose of publishing the Circulars which 
you have received during the course of the past year, the 
purchase of a set of Club books, Stationery, Receipt and 
Cheque Books, and the Printing of the Proceedings and 
Reference Book. The heaviest item was that of the latter 
and which is the only liability which remained unprovided 
for from the receipts during the year.

The balance of -$47.21 which remained in the hands of 
the late Secretary-Treasurer was charged to his personal 
account, and the Books written up on a new basis.

STATEMENT OF THE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDI­
TURE

i

' 1

1
:

:

I
I

1 :
V :

■ III
-

I I

!

i

FOR THE YEAR 1892i
I RECEIPTS.

To Life Membership Subscriptions, 4 at $25.00.. $100,00 
“ Annual Subscriptions for year 1885 . .
“\ do 'do do 1886..

1887..
1888. .
1889..

$1.00
2.00

do do do 4.00
do do do 5.00:

dodo do 7.00

$19.00 $100.00Carried forward
I

'lit:
P

i
ig-fry JÜ

5 
5?
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Brought forward.................... $19.00 $100.00
To Annual Subscriptions for year 1890.. 14.00

dododoficit and 
l accent

.00dododo

.00dododo 172.00
49.753.test im- 

to place 
ce better 
nderable 
-rs which 
year, the 
eipt and 
ings and 
he latter 
provided

h Proceeds Sight Draft on F. W. White for $50.00 
“ Interest on Deposit in Union Bank. . . 3.30
» Difference in Exchange on Remittances 1.72

« Proceeds Sale of Reference Books.
4. Bound Copies at 50 cents........... $2.00
3. Paper Covers at 28 do 

at 25 do

5.02

1
.84

7.25do29.
10.09

$336.80Total Receiptshands of 
personal

:!

I. EXPENDITURE.

IPENDI- By Paid Quebec Engraving Co. Club Cut and
' Electros.........................................................

« do Canadian Military Gazette, subscription
for 1 year.....................................................

“ do Dep’rnt of Agriculture, Copyright Fee
re :—Reference Book................................

“ do Israël Turcot, Club Books, (Journal, 
Cash, Ledger, Minute, Address and
Letter Record Books)...............................

« do Israel Turcot, 300 Receipt Forms for 
Dues...............................................................

$ 3.70

1 .50

1.50
$100.00

23.00
!

2.00

$31.70Carried forward
$100.00

!

ro t—to 
0c

CM 
CC
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$31.îoBrought forward....................................

By Paid Dawson & Co, Letter Copying Book. . . 
“ do E. Vincent, Letter heads, Envelopes and

wrappers.......................................................
“ do Israël Turcot, Cheque Book, Union

Bank..............................................................
“ do Israël Turcot, .300 Forms, re :—Refe­

rence Book................................... ...........
do E. Vincent, Scrap Book...........................
do Israël Turcot, on acct. Reference Book.

Official Communications. 
“ do General Expense, Telegrams, Express,

etc...................................................................
“ do Israël Turcot, Proceedings, 8th Annual

Meeting........................................................
“ do Postage on Official Correspondence and 

Communications..........................................

2.50'

l!
18.50 Cash 1

2.00

Oa-SpiV 1.

do do

5 03
Capta

10.00 w
«

c27.53|1 i q
*185.15

151.71
nTotal Expenditure . . . 

“ Balance, Cash in Union Bank
Elia ■

$336.86
No. 4

STATEMENT OF THE ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. InI
I

autho 
now i

;
; LIABILITIES.

suitl
Entn
admii
orgar
kerev
same

Israël Turcot, Balance due on Reference Book . . . $100.00 
Capt. Ernest F. Wiirtele, Salary as Secretary, 1892. 100.00

$200.00

At

I '
:

1
M

....

f--
lit

m
i



5 03

10.00

27.53

*185.15
151.71

$336.86

$31.îo
2.50

$200.00Brought forward

LESS.

$151.71Cash Assets in Union Bank

DEDUCT.

On-Special Deposit, 5, Life Members Sub. 125.00
20.71

$173.29
•LESS.

Captain Ernest F. Wiirtele’s Salary for year 1892, 
which was written off by him in view of the 
heavy expenditure incurred in placing the 
Club on a sound basis, the Club in conse- 

not being in a financial position toquence 
meet this liability $100.00

$73.29Deficit, 1st January 1893 

v0. 4._CLUB HOOKS AND YEARLY STATEMENT.

/

*;

!

Ip
il j

!

;

ll
:

In accordance with the recommendations made and the 
authority given, at the last Annual Meeting, the Club is 
now in possession of a set of Books specially designed to 
shit its requirements. The system adopted is Double 
Entry Book-Keeping. The business connected with the 
administration of the Club has been written up from its 
organization in 1884 and the Yearly Statement submitted 
herewith will give the members a general knowledge of the
same. . .

An account has been opened with each individual

I ^ TIES. 1
:

i
:$100.00

100.00

$200.00
mem-

-

s



- 28
V

ber, the benefit, of which is self evident and requires 
further comment.

The following compose the set of Books. Cash, Journal, 
Ledger, Minute, Address and Letter Record Books.

nicatei
action

no

! N
YEARLY STATEMENT.

f
TAKEN 1ST JANUARY 1892. Î

■

' 1Cr.Dr. 1
$17.15Greneral Expense Account.. $58.43 

Printing do .
Stationery, (Books) do 
Stationery 
Postage 
Salaries 
Cash
F. W. White 
Reference Book,

Interest Account 
Life Membership Sub. Acct. 125,60 
Annual Subscriptions, 1884. 26.00 
Annual Subscriptions, 1885. 21.00 
Annual Subscriptions, 1880. 37.00 
Annual Subscriptions, 1887. 54.00 
Annual Subscriptions, 1888. 61.00 
Annual Subscriptions, 1880. 68.00 
Annual Subscriptions, 1890. 69.00 
Annual Subscriptions, 1891. 54.00 
Annual Subscriptions, 1892. 104.(0 
Annual Subscriptions, 1893. 27.00 
Israël Turcot, Account ... 100.(0

152.20 
27 00 
30.82 
58.33

1
rJ

do 
do
do . . 100.00
do .. 151.71
do . 
do .

I

II;

II 30.21
154.05

Oflici 
Offici 
Offici 
Offici: 
Card 
No. o

$762.75$702.75

«
5.—CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.No.

A casual observation of the undermentioned figures will 
serve to illustrate the fact that the members have ,mani­
fested considerable interest in the Club and are becoming 
more conversant with its existence and objects. A conti­
nuation of the exchange of correspondence between the 
Secretary and the Members is most desirable and will be 
the means of promoting the general welfare of the Club. 
All matters appertaining in any manner to the Club or its 
Members, whether directly or indirectly should be

i Th
after 
of M 
to re 
the c 
expe 

comma ■ same

\

I >

?
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nicated to the Secretary with a view of enabling further 
action being taken if found necessary.

No. of letters written......................
No. of answers received..................

No. of letters received....................
No. of answers sent.........................

Total number of letters written . . .
Total number of letters received. .

Total number of letters exchanged, (from 
15th March to 31st Dec.)...................

|uirea no 

J ournal,
. . . . 229
.... 121

s. '
j

210
111

370
331

$17.15
cct. 125. Ml 
S84. 25.» 
385. 21.» 
m>. 37.»
887. 54.»
888. 61.» 
880. 68.» 
801). 69.»
801. 54.»
802. 104.»
803. 27.» 
... 100.»

701

■OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS ISSUED.

Official Communication, No. 1, 244 \ Acknowledged, 83 
Official Communication, No. 2, ^-<9 J 
Official Communication, No. 3, 233 \Acknowledged, 41 
Official Communication, No. 4, 233 f (To 31st Dec.) 
Card of Information,
No. of Copies of By-Laws issued, 15

H
$762.75

244 ;

No. 6.—THE REFERENCE BOOK.
gures will 
ive ,mani- 
becoming 
A conti- 

iween the 
id will be 
the Club. 
!lub or its 
>e comrnu-

:

The compilation of the Reference Book was begun shortly 
after the date of the last Annual Meeting, about the end 
of March, and was first sent out to such as were entitled 
to receive them on the First of September. A glance at 
the contents will be sufficient to account for the heavy 

penditure incurred in its publication, as two-thirds of the 
consists of the most difficult kind of work.

ex
same

■
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Bound Copies wore sent to the Complimentary List, 
pei' list submitted with this report, as well as to the Offi. 
cers and past Officers of the Club. All others received the 
paper covers. "The book was calculated to give prominence 
to the Club as well as to serve as a handy reference toits 
Members, and the result as judged by the replies received 
establish beyond a doubt that- its objects were fully rea­
lized.

as
To Si
“ SiI

?
i
Ï! Balai

:

I cannot allow the opportunity to pass without placing 
on record the assistance received from Lieut.-Colonel S. C. 
McGill, Staff Adjutant, Royal Military College, Captain 
A. H. van Straubenzee, R. E., and Messrs. Francis Joseph 
Dixon, U. L.. and L? Homfray Irving, R. L., for their 
prompt compliance to requests for information required in 
compiling the book. To Mr. Dixon in particular is due in 
a very great measure the success of the publication, having 
proved himself most untiring in his efforts to furnish infor­
mation and making suggestions of such a character 
resulted in their adoption.

'

r

6

His

as Hon
Sir 1

STATEMENT OF BOOKS ISSUED. Hon
I To Complimentary List, Bound Copies...........

Members of the Club, Bound Copies........
Members of the Club, Paper Copies........

“ Used for the purpose of noting corrections
made by members, Paper Covers ........

“ Members of the Club, who reported the 
non-receipt of books, Paper Covers . .

53 Colo
24i

110- : Maji:

187
Lieu2
Colo

2 Maji: 4\
Maji

Total Copies issued 191 Roy.

i

I
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191Brought forward. . 
To Sale of Books, Bound Copies 
“ Sale of Books, Paper Covers

y List, 
o the Offi. 
:eived the 
commence
dice to its
s received,
fully rea-

as
V I

36

227Total copies issued and sold
'Balance on hand. 

Bound Copies 
Paper Coversnt placing 

onel S. C,
, Captain 
cis Joseph 
for their 

squired in 
r is due in
in, having g pps Excellency The Right Hon. Lord Stanley of Preston, 
nisli infer 
iracter as

273

500Total Copies ordered............

COMPLIMENTARY COPIES ISSUED.

Governor General.
Hon. J. C- Patterson, Minister of Militia and Defence. * 
Sir A. P. Caron, K.C.M.G., Late Minister of Militia and 

Defence. ...
Hon. Mackenzie Bowell, Late Minister of Militia and 

Defence, *
Colonel C. E. Panet, Deputy Minister of Militia and De­

fence.
Major-General I. J. C. Herbert, C.B., Commanding the 

Militia.
Lieut.-General Sir F. D. Middleton, Late Commanding the

SI
53 :

24
*110 $1187

;

-i.2 Militia.
Colonel Walker Powell^ Adjutant, General.
Major General D. Ri Cameron, C.M.G., Commandant, 

Royaf Military College.
Major General E. O. Hewett, C.M.G., Late Commandant, 
Royal Military College.

7
12

1

191

m :
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Major General J. R. Oliver, C.M.G., Late Commandant, ! 
Royal Military College.

Lieut.-Col. S. C. McGill, Staff Adjutant, .Royal Military 
College.

Lieut.-Col. J. Bramley Ridout, Late Captain of Cadets,. 
Royal Military College.

Captain J. P. Edwards, Canadian Military Gazette.
Mr. D. Brymner, Keeper of the Archives, Ottawa.
Mr. F. A. McCord, Law Clerk, House of Commons, Ottawa. 
The Mess Secretary, A. and B. Troops, Regiment Canadian, 

Dragoons.
The Mess Secretary, A. B. and C. Batteries, Regiment 

Canadian Artillery:
The Mess Secretary, Nos. 1, 2, 3 and ,4 Cos., Canadian 

Regiment of Infantry.
Canadian Military Institute,‘SToronto, Ontario.
Royal United Service Institute, London, England.
Royal ColoniaMnstitute, London, England.
Imperial Institute, London, England.
United Service Institute, India.
Canadian Society of Civil Engineers, Montreal, Que. 
Literary & Historical Society, Quebec, Que.
Library, Canadian Government Offices, London, England. 
Library, Royal Military College, Kingston, Ont.
Library, Royal Artillery, Woolwich, England.
Library, Royal Engineers, Chatham, England.
Library, British Museum, London, England.
Library, McGill College, Montreal, Que.
Library, Toronto University, Toronto, Ontario.
Library, Laval University, Quebec, Que.
Public Library, Toronto, Ontario.
Quebec Garrison Club, Quebecj-Que.
Department of Agriculture, (Two copies), Ottawa, Ontario. 
Parliamentary Library, Ottawa, Ontario.

do Toronto, Ontario.
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nandant. Parliamentary Library, Quebec, Que.
Halifax, N. S. 
Fredericton, N. B. 
Winnipeg, Man. 
Begina, N. W. T. 
Charlottetown, P. E. I. 
Victoria, B. C.

dodo

II;His I
Military 

Cadets,.

dodo
1dodo idodo

dodo
dodoe.

, Ottawa. 
Canadian,

No. 7.- THE SCRAP BOOK.

IThe Scrap Book is now a matter otiract and has been 
brought to the Meeting for the purpose of giving the Mem­
bers present/ a general idea of its intentions, and in con­
nection with which it is to be hoped the Members will 
make it a pleasant duty to forward to the Secretary copies 
of all papers containing articles referring to the Club, 
College or its members respectively. The object being a 
means ^placing on record their occupation, place of resi­
dence, domgs, and so forth, with a view of enabling the 
Secretary to become more conversant with all matters 
appertaining to his official position and thereby placing in 
his hands such information as will permit him to comn^i- 

England. ■ nicate the same to such as make application to that effect.
■ The back part of the book has been made use of for the
■ purpose of keeping on tile a copy of all Circulars, Commu-
■ nications, etc., issued by the Club. It but remains to add
■ that you are all earnestly requested to contribute towards
■ the success of this undertaking and to state that services 

C Iso rendered will be duly appreciated.

I No. 8.—THE OFFICIAL ORGAN.

1 llegiment |1Canadian

if
l.

(ue. II
i

;

I
:

i>i, Ontario. Captain J. P. Edwards, of the “ Canadian Military Ga­
zette ”, our Official Organ, has at all times been most

3
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hav^nLel^tUlabtedocZidnUmadi use of its columns

fflsWiSsKSbeen left in the ha Js of the Secretary and who will be 
most happy to have members communicate to him such 
information as they would like to appear in its pages and 
who for reasons best known to themselves do not wish to 
send the information direct to the paper in question.

The consideration of this subject affords me an opportu-
SIS j"n,5t^tio: ^ CM

J ' Thereby doing away with the necessity of a repetition 
Yf the same here I may add that I am more convinced Cat erer tilt weVequhe Something of the kind and invite 
the Members to look upon it as a certainty of t e near 
future with a view of preparing themselves to contribute 
to its success both financially and with material for its

:■ I

1
a
'

ii
««I «

'if, I
i

L

I 1|
Pa As an example I would respectfully draw your attention 
to the “ St. George’s Gazette ”, a regimental paper published
whiïh haïïafely Completed teteîteye^ and I feel^ont

would prove of incalculable beneht to out Club, ben 
as a connecting link to bind together its members and thw 
interests, whcfin virtue of their occupations are and 
continue to lie geographically separated.

! !
i

;

I

. .

-

1

—

!

to
 Pa$

.

: ~



35

No. 9.—MILITARY INFORMATION.

The original intention, under this heading, was to present 
in as concise a manner as possible, a tabulated statement, 
giving in detail the Appointments, Promotions and Retire­
ments of such as hold or have held Commissions in the 
Imperial and Canadian Service as well as a record of their 
services in a Military capacity, but on consideration and in 
view of the little attention paid to the request containe ’ 
in the Card of Information and Guidance, which was issue 

the 23rd of M^v, 1892, the matter could not be enter­
tained. ,

The only alternative which presents itself and which 
would likely meet with better success, would be to issue a 
printed form with spaces for the required answers, and mail 
the same from two to three months in advance of the close 
of the year so as to enable their return to ttfe Secretary in 
the latter part of December of each year.

Needless to add that by a compliance with such a request 
that this part of the Secretary’s work could lie made to 
embrace such information as would have a tendency to 
permit of a more thorough understanding and knowledge 
of the doings of our comrades.

The following will serve to partly illustrate the nature 
of the information which has been and is again requested 
and which it is to be hoped will in the future be forwarded 
with regularity.

I
on

IMPERIAL SERVICE.

1892

Captain J. Irvine Lang, Royal Engineers, was employed 
as Boundary Commissioner, for the delimitation of the
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Lithe West of the Gold Coast Colony, between I)va<Frontier on 

the English and French Protectorates. 5th
to 6i

r Lieut George M. Duff, Royal Engineers, was appointed 
Executive Engineer, in charge of the Defensive Works, at 

Rangoon India.

i CiII
=

inted AÎd^de-Can^to thSSneral Officer Commandingwas
Lieut 

appoi 
the Thames District.

i
j C;

was8

two points.

Mili::
on the

C
24tlI
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FielF

I

appointed Staff
CaptÏn,mS<Lol dGunneîy, Western District, Plymouth 

the first April 1892.

Pisiwas

i on

T
of aCANADIAN PERMANENT CORPS.: 1
com

Lieut. Wm. E. Cooke, U. L„ was appointed Lieutenant 
of Canadian Artillery, from the -Oth

T
as rin the Regiment 

October 1892.
1,1*

deal
Can

CI I 1 Lieut, and Brevet Captain S. J. A. Denison was appointed 
Adjutant of the Royal School of Infantry at London, Ont, 
with effect from the 8th October 1892.

i
whc
hav
sold

I

,di

.. ' : }0... „L m

rt 
î



y

37

Lieut. Victor A. S. Williams, “ B ” Troop, Canadian 
attended a short course of Instruction with theletween Dragoons,

gth Dragoon Guards, Aldershot, England, from 4th April 
to 6th May 1892. 1; !

pointed 
oi'ks, at

1
Captain 0. J. MacDougall, Canadian Iiegiment Infantry, 

took a special course of Instruction in August 1892. At­
tached to the 71st Highland Light Infantry, at Aldershot, 
England.

L
7;1

?rs, was 
Handing

rCapt. B. W. S. van Straubenzee, South Wales Borderers, 
appointed Instructor in Topography, at the Royal 

Military College, Sandhurst, on the 6th Sept. 1892. .
was

mployed 
id Victo- 
ie practi- 
;en these

Captain B. W. van Straubenzee, with “ G ” Company 
24th Regiment won the Evelyn Wood Challenge Cup at 
Bisley, in 1892, for the best Company in the Army at

given for hits, Control-fire,

|l
I |

'
Field Firing. Marks were 
Discipline, Drill. j!i ted Stall 

lymouth, li*
No. 10.—THE DEATH ROLL. 1(

The saddest duty devolving upon the Secretary, is that 
of adding to the already too large list of names which now 
compose the Death Roll.

The year 1892 has been an exceptional one in that respect 
as it is the Secretary’s painful duty to have to chronicle the 
death of Four Graduates of the Royal Military College of 
Canada, as follows :—-

Captain William Grant Stairs, late Welsh Regiment, 
who succombed to hardships and malaria in Africa, after 
having made a world wide reputation as a most efiicient 
soldier and explorer, and Right Hand Man of Mr. Henry M.

1

ieutenant 
the 20th

1appointed 
don, Ont.,

mmâB—
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: ! resideStanley, and whose death is greatly regretted not only by 

his 'comrades and Canadians, but by the whole civilized 
world.

posia
no do 
of th( 
incret 
incretVI..-

Captain William Henry Robinson, late Royal Engineers, 
who was killed in Action at Tambi, West Africa, on the 
14th of March 1892, His magnificent conduct under fare 
and his soldier like qualities, won the admiration of all 
those with whom he was associated. His death at the 
moment when he had so distinguished lnmselt as to earn 
the recognition a soldier covets adds considerably to the 
sad and untimely termination of his career.

Lieut. Charles Francklyn Almon, late Royal Artillery, 
who died of pneumonia at Halifax, on the 7th of May 1892,

I
Tlr: Which
SeiI ■ posit!

than
I:1 -

0 Th

1
11

Go!

Sil
BrLieut John Alder Smart, Unattached List, who died at 

Chicago, on the 7th November 1892, while on his way 
home from Denver. The deceased had been d for a long 
time and had gone to the latter place m the hopes of re­
gaining strength.

Let us hope that many a year may roll by before it be- 
the Secretary’s sad duty to add more names to this

! Bum
S\\
Co

I! Ba
J R(comes

list. lar J
R.

No. 11.—THE ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE, Bum
R,1 The relation which the Club bears to the College, is such 1 de B 

as entitles and demands that the latter should receive con- | I„ 
sidération in the Annual Report of the Sécretary-Treasurer. 
Moreover a brief review of the year will interest such at, In!

1
M

■ 1!
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in consequence not inreside at remote places and who 
position to otherwise obtain the information, which will 

no doubt prove of interest and serve to remind the Members, 
of the duty they owe to the College, by endeavouring t<j> 

the number of Cadets with a view to a future

areonly by 
ivilized a

1
increase 
increase in our own ranks.

The number of Graduates in June last, was 14, out o 
which 9 have to date enrolled their names with the Club.

Sergeant Francis Henry Vercoe, is in the distinguished 
position of being the winner’of higher aggregate marks 
than have ever been gained by a Graduate.

were as follows :—

gineevs, 
on the 

dor fire 
in of all 

at the 
to earn 

7 to the

f

:
;The prize winners

:
STANLEY MEDALS.

.rtillery, 
ay 1892, Gold Medal, Sergeant Francis Henry Vercoe.

Silver Medal, Co. Sergt.-Major James Frederick Fraser. 
Bronze Medal, Batt. Sergt.-Major Wilfred Chatterton :) died at 

his way 
or a long 
oes of re-

Dumble.
Sword of Honour, for Good Conduct and Discipline.
Co. Sergt.-Major James Frederick Fraser.

THE LORI) STANLEY PRIZE.

Batt. Sergt.-Major Wilfred Chatterton Dumble. 
Recommended for Commissions in Her Majesty’s Regu­

lar Army.
Royal Engineers, Batt. Sergt.-Major Wilfred Chatterton

Royal Artillery, Gentleman-Cadet Henry Robert Yisart 
de Bury.

Infantry, Sergt. Francis Ferguson Duffus.
do Herbert Wareham Clinch.

In September last 26 Gentlemen were admitted as Cadets.
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This is a marked increase and can be viewed in the light 
that the College is becoming better known and thereby 
receives more substantial support in that respect.

The adverse criticism which has appeared in some of the 
Press notices, did not in any way effect the existence of the 
College an it is to be hoped that those who were respon- 
sible for the same will in the near future admit that their 
contentions were uncalled for and in direct opposition to 
the future welfare of the Dominion. *
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: No. 12. — RECOMMENDATIONS.

I respectfully suggest that the following Books be pro- 
r , cured and added to the set now in the possession of the 

Club, in order to permit of the attainment of our objects, 
in a manner to meet the expectations which we have had 
in view for some time past : which were and are, to render 
to our less fortunate comrades such assistance as will be the 
ultimate means of placing them in remunerative positions 
in life.

1
1

ir:
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Ill I
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perfe-■ #
I Iva 1st employment register.

be su 
for tl. i: (а) For the purpose of keeping on record applications ■ y0ÜC 

received for employment : supplemented with such infer- ■ ■ 
mation as will have a tendency to give the Secretary a clear u 

insight into the positions which would prove more suitable 
to the applicants.

(б) To keep a record of positions which may be filled by 
our members, and of which notification has been sent to the 
Secretary for that purpose.
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2nd record of members’ services.

(military and civil)

This needless to point* out is most desirable and will 
evantually prove not,only interesting but useful, and a 
companion to the “ Employment Register ”, And particularly 
in the case of the civilian character of the last named book. 
It will permit the Secretary being in a position to send 
recommendations to those seeking the same which would 
no doubt prove an important factor in securing any desired 
position for such members as would require the same. 
Further comment is unnecessary.

3rd attendance register.

(annual and other meetings).

This consists in a book, ruled for the purpose of receiving 
the signatures of members attending Meetings and is a 
perfect record of the same.

I would also recommend the purchase of a Cash Box, to 
be suitably lettered. No provision has to date been made 
for the Secretary-Treasurer to properly keep the Receipts,

to be hoped will meet
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Vouchers, and so forth. This it is 
with favourable consideration.

In concluding the Annual Report, it but remains for 
to add that the Rule of Etiquette which requires all 
Officers, visiting Head Quarters, Ottawa, to call upon the 
Major-General Commanding and when stopping at District 
Head Quarters to call upon the District Staff Officer, that 
this rule could in a like manner be applied with advantage

me

filled by 
;nt to the
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between the Officers and Members of the Club. Particu­
larly in the case of the Secretary, who in virtue of his 
office is more conversant with the details than the others.

This would permit of an 
knowledge and understanding of the objects of the Club, 
facilitate and encourage a friendly feeling, and the discus­
sion of matters tending to the general advancement and 
welfare of its members.

It matters not whom you may select for a representative 
to fill the position of Secretary-Treasurer, as I feel that I 

safely state from my intimate knowledge of such of 
those as I have had the pleasure of meeting, that whomsoever 
you may elect, will extend to all Graduates and Ex-Cadets 
of the Royal Military College of Canada, who desire to call 
upon him officially or otherwise a reception in keeping with 
their well known characteristics for courtesy, brotherly and 
friendly feeling and “ Esprit de Corps ”.

I have the honour to be, *
Gentlemen,

Your Obedient Servant,

exchange of ideas, a better I

can

Cap
R.
Cap

In £
Club 1 
sent o' 
mernbi 
served 
votes i 
our an

Ernest F. Würtele,
Captain, R. L,

Secretary-Treasurer,
Royal Military College Club of Canada, ■ death
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MEMORIAL TO THE LATE CAPTAINS

MACKAY—ROBINSON—STAIRS
:

REPORT OF COMMITTEEtentative 
«1 that I 
E such of 

om soever 
lx-Cadets 
re to call 
ting with 
terly and

COMMITTEE :

Capt. Duncan MacPherson, Victoria Rifles.
R. W. Leonard, Esq., C. E.
Capt. A. H. van Straubenzee, R. E.

In accordance with the resolutions adopted at the annual 
Club Meeting, held on the lltli March 1892, the Committee 

I sent out about 250 circulars, to every Ex-Cadet, and to 
members past and present of the R. M. C. Staff, who had 
served with Mackay, inviting subscriptions from them, and 
votes as to desirable form of memorial. A few days after 
our annual meeting, we learned with deep regret of the 
death of Capt. W. H. Robinson, R. E, who was killed in 
action on 14th March 1892, whilst with conspicuous bravery, 
blowing in the stockaded village of Tambi, West Coast of 
Africa. It was suggested by many gentlemen, acting inde­
pendently of one another, that Capt. Robinson’s name be 
included in the memorial, the Committee therefore mailed 
a circular letter to all subscribers, asking them kindly to 
express their wishes on
culars, subscriptions have been received from 70 gentlemen,

I
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urer, 
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of these, 30 voted in favour of a Brass being put up first of 
all, 29 in favour of Photos, and 11 in favour of a Philan­
thropic form.

Allotting points for the different forms of memorial voted 
on, the result is as follows : Brass 222. Photos 219. Cu­
bicle 115. Philanthropic in Canada 144. It will be seen 
therefore that the votes decided, about equally, in favour of 
a memorial brass, and photos for the College. Of the 70 
subscribers, about 50, have either written or stated that they 

in favour of including Capt. Robinson in the iriemo-

matter
careful 
of the 
and « 
propos 
memo)
ingly
officer
the R 
for bi 
settler 
Gawtl

I 11

:
1

I
1 were

rial. I
On the 9th June 1892 our ranks were still further 

thinned by the heavy hand of death, and we all mourn the 
loss of another distinguished and gallant comrade, the late 
Capt. W. G. Stairs, who died of fever at Chinde, on the 
Zambesi, whilst returning to Zanzibar in command of the 
Katanga expedition.

It was at once apparent to all interested in the memorial, 
that as we had taken steps to do honour to the memory of 
Mackay and Robinson, the name of Stairs, was deserving, 
at least, of equal recognition at our hands.

The Committee therefore decided, having regard to the 
wishes of the subscribers, to include the names of Mackay, 
Robinson and Stairs on, one brass to be placed in St. 
George’s Cathedral, Kingston, and at the same time to 
procure if possible enlarged photos of all 3 for the R. M, 
College.

Suitable wording for a memorial brass was then under 
consideration when an offer came from Capt. Nathan, R. E. 
War. Office, London, stating that several R. E., friends of 
our late comrades were desirous of doing honour to their 
memory, and if we were agreeable, they would like to join 

The R. E., proposition was, to put up 2 brasses, 1 in- 
Canada, and 1 in Rochester Cathedral, England. This
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the most 
number

P first of I )atter of joining forces with the R, E., was give]
» Philan- I n,irefui consideration, the officers of the club, and

■ subscribers were written to, or seen on the .subject,
*ial voted I °n(j we are glad to report that on all sides the R. E. 
19' Cu- I l.0posal seemed to find favour, raising as it dors, the 

II be seen I j^ona!, from a Colonial to an Imperial tribute, we accord- 
favour of ■ in„iy signified our willingness to join with the R. E., 
)f the 70 ■ 0gfcers. Some little time then intervened arranging with 
that they I ^ p E.r SUch matters as size, cost and suitable wording 
he memo- | jor brassés, these points having now all been agreeably 

settled, to both parties, a brass has been ordered from 
Gawthorpe, London, cost £37.

The wording is as follows : —

I

1 further 
nourn the 
i, the late 
le, on the 
nd of the

;

(]{. E. Arms and Crest).(College Arms and Crest).
'Sacred to the memory of the undermentioned officers, 

graduates of the Royal Military College of Canada,
Huntly tirodie Mackay, Captain, Royal Engineers. 

Burn at Kingston, Ontario 14th March, 1858. He served 
with distinction in Beehuanaland (1884-5) and as Com­
manding Royal Engineers on the West Coast of Africa
(1887-9). . . . .

In recognition of his services in expeditions against the 
Sierra Leone he received the Distinguished 

Died of fever at Mombasa on the 16th 
ting Administrator General to the

memorial, 
nemory of 
deserving, 1
ard to the 
f Mackay, 
led in St. 
e time to 
the R. M,

tribes near 
Service Order.
April, 1891, whilst ac 
Imperial British East Africa Company.

William Henry Robinson, Captain, Royal Engineers. 
Born at St, John, New Brunswick 18th July, 1863. He 
rendered valuable services as"Commanding Royal Engineer, 

ike to join ■ West Coast of Africa (1889-92). Killed in action on the 
asses, 1 ini jpp March 1892, whilst with conspicuous bravery, blowing 
md. This!

hen under 
,han, R, E. 
friends of 
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in the gate of the stockaded village of Tambi near Sierra 
Leone.

William Grant Stairs, Captain. ‘The Welsh Regiment 
Born at Halifax, Nova Scotia, 1st July 1863. Lieutenant 
Royal Engineers 1885-1891. He served on the staff of the 
Emin Pacha Belief Expedition (1887-90), under the leader­
ship of H. M. Stanley, and exhibited great courage and 
devotion to duty.

Died of fever 9th June 1892 at Chindi on the Zambesi, 
whilst in command of the Katanga Expedition, sent out 
by the King of the Belgians to establish trade relations 
with the natives.

This tablet is erected by their old comrades and friends 
of the Royal Military College of Canada, and by friends of 
the deceased officers, in the Corps of Royal Engineers.

It is a matter of pride to us all, that a brass is to be 
placed to the memory of our old comrades, in the historic 
Cathedral of Rochester, England, which already contains 
memorials to many of England’s best and bravest soldiers.

I am also pleased to inform you that the Officers N. C. 
O’s and men R. E. who served with Capt. Stairs at Aider- 
shot have decided to erect a memorial to his memory in 
St. George’s Church, Stanhope Lines. A church which is 
now under construction.
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I PHOTOS.

FronA very good portrait of the late Capt. H. B. Mackay 
has been enlarged size 17 x 13, by Notman, of Montreal, 
suitably framed,- with small silver plate attached, and pre­
sented 1 copy to the R. M. College, and 1 copy to H. B. 
Mackay, Esq., of Montreal. Each photo was accompanied 
by a letter from the Committee and the following are the 
replies received.
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From Major-General D. R. Cameron, C. M. G., It. A.,
Commandant R. M. College.

ir Sierra

ginient’.
eutenant
iff of the 
ie leader- 
rage and

Royal Military College,
Kingston, 11th Nov. 1892.

Dear Capt. van Straubenzee,
Will you convey to the Mackay Memorial Committee 

the best thanks of the Royal Military College of Canada 
for the portrait of the late Captain H. B. Mackay, R E.

of those who have done most for the reputation

i I

Zambesi, 
sent out 
relations rfUie College. The affectionate memory in which he is held 

by all who knew him personally, his sterling worth, and 
his brilliant career will serve to make his example a lasting 
one, fruitful of advantage to us and to his native country. 
Nothing pcwld well be more highly appreciated by us, in 
this connection than the portrait you have transmitted to

think with so much pride as

Pi
\\

i:d friends 
'riends. of 
Leers, 
is to be 

e historic 
contains 
soldiers, 

irs N. C. 
at Alder- 
lemory in 
which is

us of Mackay of whom we 
having been of our number. Believe me, 

Dear Capt. yan Straubenzee,
Yours very sincerely,

D. R. Cameron,
Comdt. I

Capt. van Straubenzee,
Sec. Capt. H. B. Mackay, R. E.

Memorial Committee.
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IFrom H. B. Mackay, Esq., Montreal,Mackay 
Montreal, 
and prê­
te H. B.
ompanied 
ig are the

$37, Lome Avenue,
Montreal, 25th Nov. 1892.

Dear Capt. van Straubenzee,
I am in receipt of your letter of the 21st instant and the

Huntly, handed to me by hisphotograph of my dear son
!

I'



friend Mr. Duncan MacPherson. I would thank you to 
convey to the Boyal Military College Club the sincere 
thanks of myself and family for the very kind and bro­
therly action taken by thetn in having a memorial brass 
placed in St. George's Cathedral Kingston to his memory, 
coupled with his late brother officers Captains W . H. Ro 
binson and W. G. Stairs, which action is highly valued
by us.

At the same time please convey to my son’s old comrades 
and college friends the high appreciation we entertain for 
their kindness in sending us the Photograph already 
referred to. It is sad to think of three of the H. M. (J. 

having been taken from us in the prime of life, they 
good and true servants of our Queen, what more 

could a man want his son to be ? Thanking you for your 
great kindness.

men
were

I am, yours faithfully,
Huntly B. Mack ay.

Capt. A. H. van Straubenzee,
Sec. Mem. Committee,

R. M. C. Club,
Kingston, Ont.

Photo of Capt. W. H. Robinson.—A very good portrait 
10 x 12 of Capt. W. H. Robinson has been given to us 
by Lt. G. E. Phillips R. E., who also most generously sent 
copies to members of the Robinson family, the Committee 
propose that the copy presented to us should be suitably 
framed, with a plate attached and presented to the R. M. 
College.

Photo of Capt. W. G. Stairs.—There are at present 2 
photos of Capt. Stairs in the College, presented by himself.

1. Size lOf x 6f in plain clothes.
1. Size ,5t x 3f in Field Service dress.
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The Committee propose that the best portrait in uniform 
be obtained be enlarged, to match that of the late 

H. B. Maekay, and be presented to the R. M.

:
you to 
sincere 

md bro 
al brass

that can
Capt.
College.

The work of the Committee has lieen much more onerous 
than was at first anticipated, but if the result of their 
labour meets with the approval of their old comrades and 
friends they will feel amply rewarded.

Memory,
H. Ro-
valued ik

A. H. VAN Straubenzeh,
Hon. Secretary.
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$100.00Brought forward
C4.00R. W. Leonard

3.00J. B. Cochrane....................
W. J. Holmes......................
L. M. Lambe.......................
W. Bermingham..................
H. Morrow...........................
D. Ford-Jones.....................
P. Weatherbe.....................
R. Brock.............................
G. G. Rose...........................
B. Fraser..............................
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D. Ridout......................
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G. Laurie'........................
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T. Skinner......................
A. C. Joly de Lotbinière
H. 13. Strange................
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E. O. Hewett..................
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W. Hamilton..................
H. Nanton. .
A. Adams. .
H. S. Rogers
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(The following gentlemen have kindly offered to increase 
their donations if necessary.
Capt. D. MacPherson.

“ H. M. Campbell.
“ G. S. Duffus.
“ Ernest F. Wiirtele.

Lieut. T. C. Skinner.
Z. T. Wood.

It is estimated that a further sum of $75.00 is required 
to complete successfully all that the Committee have pro­
posed to do. Subscriptions have been promised from the 
following gentlemen :—
Major-General Hewett.
Capt. E. T. Taylor.

“ V. B. Rivers.
“ F. Gaudet.

Î
; |

:

Messrs. A. E. Doucet.
J. A. Hcsketh. 
W. A. Kerr.
J. M. Clapp.
F. Emery.
J. Chalmers.

I

e

i
;

i|i! Lieut. G. M. Kirkpatrick.
“ J. A. More».

Mr. L. H. Irving.
Mr. J. Houliston.i !
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Son

OF exann 
lost 1 
deepCAPT. H. B. MACKAY, U. S. 0., R. E.
joke <
his ei 
of R<

I
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Huntly Brodie Mackay was born at Kingston, Ontario,
14th March 1858, and died at Mombasa, of West African 

fever, on 16th April 1891 at the early age of 33. He was 
the elder son of H. B. Mackay, Esq., of Montreal and came 
from a good old Highland family, being connected on his ■ field 
mother’s side with the Gordons and Sutherlands. His ■ &«•-

I headon that
ordir:

:IK: forte
cons
the

paternal grandfather served in the 42nd Royal High­
landers, the famous Black Watch, and went through the 
Peninsula Campaign. He was educated at the Montreal 
High School, but left at an early age to join the stall' of 

> the “Daily Witness” one of the leading papers of Montreal; 
during this time, part of his occupation consisted in reading 
through the “ London Times ” and by his good memory, he 
stored away a mass of useful information, which stood him 
in good stead in after life. The R. M. College was estab­
lished in June 1876, and at the half yearly entrance exam- 
ination in February 1878, Mackay passed in first with a 
good lead. From that time every examination saw him at 
the top of the list, until he graduated in June 1881, winning 
the Governor General’s gold medal and several prizes, a first 
class"certificate, with honours in 8 subjects. During his 
College course Mackay worked conscientiously and hard, 
making the very best of his opportunities, he was a general 
favorite with both Staff and Cadets, and many an old 
graduate will gratefully remember the assistance he cheer­
fully- gave them in working out a difficult problem in

N.
Can 
of tl

Ii
Cur
the
Can:
dow
voh:
whi:11 Coi
vey'
abi
ser
me:
har
par

:

TV



— r>r> —
.v-omutirs or D. G. He was a good swimmer, fond of 

wtine and a hard working forward in the foot-ball team. 
toSome of you ma^remember how at one of the quarterly 
examinations in Mathematics out of a maximum of 25 

r mark at this grievous loss he expressed surprise and 
J18 re„vet’ so that for a long time there was a standing 
*lrp against him How about that mark ! this illustrates it earnestness of purpose. He was gazetted to the Corps 

of Royal Engineers on 25th June 1881 and joined the 
head-quarters of the Corps at Chatham m September of 

t vear the next 2 years were spent in going thiough t
y ’ a. pii of ham Surveying, construction,nrfHnarv courses at vnatnam. ouivcjmg,

iipld works mil, law, tactics, chemistry, telegraphy, drill,
Îc the kîch of officers to which he was attached were
fortunate in having several instructional tours, one for
construction in the South of England, for fortification to
the Isle of Wight and Portsmouth, a geological tour in the
R of Wales, mounted reconnaissance from Chatham
Canterbury, and a foreign tour to Germany visiting many
of the battlefields in the last Branco-German War.

In November 1883 he joined the 29th Co. R. E., iit, t
Curraeh Camp Ireland and remained there until May, of
the following year when he obtained 4 months leave to
Canada prior to going to India, for which he had put
down his name. On his rethrn to England from leave, he
volunteered for service in the Bechuanaland Expedition
which was then being organized. Sir Chas. Wfuren he
Commander of the Expedition, who, as Instru=to^°^V
veying at the S. M. E. Chatham, had recognized Mackay s
abilitv and devotion to his profession, ^
services and he was appointed to the Topographical Depart-
Tent under Com. Bekell R. N. Here he worked very
hard for about a year, being appointed eventually to the 
hard nr,our y ^ ? employed in surveying
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and laying down the West boundary of the Transvaal. This 
work was carried out at a time of considerable excitement, 
and during its course Lieut Mackay was more than once 
left in charge of the frontier party. On one of these occa­
sions a dispute with the Transvaal Guards might have 
led to serious consequences, but for the combination of 
firmness and patience with which he met the emer­
gency. He was afterwards despatched northward to join 
Sir Chas. Warren on his visit to the tribes near Matabili 
Land, and here his knowledge of astronomy and skill as a 
surveyor were of great geographical value, the situation of 
places never before properly fixed being determined with 
great exactitude by the use of very portable instruments in 
a manner which was to a great extent originated by him­
self, at the close of this expedition the boundary being 
peacefully settled between the Transvaal Republic and the 
new Crown Colony of Bechuanaland, Lieut. Mackay was 
sent by the War Office in September 1885 to the West Coast 
ef Africa and superintended the- erection of batteries at 
Sierra Leone, where he was employed every year till 1889. 
During this period he served with the expedition against 
the Yonnies from November 1887 to February 1888 under 
Colonel Sir F. de Winton (mentioned in despatches). He 
afterwards took part in the expedition to the Sulymah 
district against the Chief Mackiah, where lie distinguished 
himself, being in command of the rocket party, by being 
the first to climb over the stockade of the town of Fanima 
and the mud wall beyond. His promptitude and courage 
were considered to have been mainly instrumental in pre­
venting another of our small wars, which might otherwise 
have become necessary ; and for his services ire received 
the decoration of the “Distinguished Service Order.” Pro­
moted Captain 28 December 1889. Returning to England 
in-1889 with health .somewhat impaired, he was appointed
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to the Ordnance Survey at Southampton ; but his eager­
ness for active work rendered him restless as soon as health 
returned. He therefore accepted employment under the 
Imperial British East Africa Company and started in 
June 1890 for his new field of African labour. At Mom­
basa, he was to be the company’s resident agent, and to have 

military command, proceeding to the Uganda district as 
soon as he had mastered the Swahili language. It was 
that part of Africa which Alex. Mackay, the devoted mis- 
sionaiy, who died of fever 15 months before our Mackay, 
had made known to u§ and where he had worked so hard 
to christianize and civilize the natives. In a letter written 
shortly before his death Mackay refers to the missionary 
in these words “ Alex. Mackay, the missionary to my mind, 
ja one of the greatest of the Mackays,” the two had many 
traits in common, both were engineers of acknowledged 
ability, occupying important positions in Africa, and both 

possessed of great energy, perseverance, courage and 
a high sense of duty. On reaching Mombasa, Mackay 
found the Company were making arrangements for the 
construction of a railway towards Lake Victoria Nyanza, 
the responsibility for the survey, and work of construction 
(up to the date of his death) devolved upon him, a most 

and dispiriting task, when one realizes that all the
sun with unskilled
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work had to be done under a tropical 
natives, to whom labour of any kind is uncongenial. It is 
to be deeply deplored that the previous fatigues, combined 
with the labours of this new and arduous undertaking, 
proved too much for his strength, and that he succumbed to 
fever just when his fitness for high employment had been 
recognized by the directors at home. Since he was first 
taken ill, he had been living in the administrator’s house 
and it was thought that he would sooner pick up, if he had 

light office occupation that would take him off himself.
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Mr Mackenzie the administrator, therefore informed him g Capt. I 
of the director’s desire and decision (which he then heard 
for the first time) that he should till the post of acting 
administrator. He was much gratified, and at once inter- 
ested himself in all Mr. Mackenzie’s doings and ideas, 
which the latter freely discussed with him. He started for 
Witu in the Henry Wright, with the administrator it 
being thought that the sea trip would do him good but lie 
found himself unfit to undertake the journey, and had to 
return to Mombasa by mail steamer.

Mr. Mackenzie on his return from Witu, found him 
still so far from well that he induced him to place himself 
in the hands of the doctor. The doctor considering it 
critical case, recommended a sea voyage, and Mackay elected 
to "o with the Administrator by the first mail steamer to 
Aden, but did not live to carry out this plan.

From the 11th April two medical men were constantly g tomai 
in attendance, and though his appetite was good and he ■ 
took as much nourishment as they thought advisable, he ■ 
gradually grew worse. On the 16th lie seemed in some ■ 
respects to have made very decided improvement, and it ■ 
was hoped to get him amay by steamer, but a change set ■ 
in that afternoon, and he passed away about a quarter past ■
nine the same evening. „ , , I

The funeral took place with every mark of regard and ■ 
respect, at 5 o’clock on the evening of the 17th at the ■ 
Church Missionary Society’s consecrated ground at Frere- ■ At 

During his time at Mombasa, he took part in the
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Witu Expedition, which ,
Admiral Sir E. B. Freemantle, K. C. B., the town 
taken and destroyed on 27 October 1890, the loss on he 
enemy’s side being about 100 killed and wounded the | sa d 
British casualties 12 wounded. Mackay was the first _man| _add 

the wall and into the town, being followed by g gre,
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ned him ■ napt Smith of the 1st Life Guards. On receipt of the 
m heard 1 news of Captain Mackays’ death, the directors of the 
)f acting I imperial B. E. African Co., passed the following resolution, 
ice inter- I “That this meeting of the Directors of the Imperial 
id ideas, I ». British East African Company expresses its sincere syin- 
-arted for I » pathy with the family of the late Captain Huntly Brodie 
trator it I u Mackay in his sudden death, and record its high appre- 
1, but he I n dation of the ability and zeal he always displayed, and 
d had to I “its regret at the loss of so valued an officer.” Also in 

I forwarding the telegraphic news of his death to H. R. H., 
the Commander-in-Chief, they desired “ to add an exprès- 
h gfon of their deep regret at the loss of an officer of so 

ring it a J « much promise, and to whose zeal and capacity in the per­
formance of his duties this company has been much 

beamer to ■ “ indebted, during the past year.”
1 The Directors of the Company have also erected a stone 

onstantly | to mark his grave, the stone bears the following words :— 
d and lie 
isable, he 

I in some 
nt, and it 
ffiange set 
iarter past

egard and
th at the _ . .
I at Frere-1 At the time of his death Captain Mackay was in charge 
art in the I of the important office of administrator of the company’s 
d of Vice-1 territories, a position to which the directors had appointed 
town was I him with the fullest confidence in his abilities, 

iss on thel The writer of an obituary notice in the R. E., journal 
mded, the I said of him. “ To a handsome person Captain Mackay 
e first man I “ added a courteous and winning manner, combined with 
bllowed by■ “ great determination and prompt decision.”

i8nmd him 
e himself |

:

iy elected i:

In memory ok

Captain HUNTLY BRODIE MACKAY, D. S. O. 
Royal Engineers, Acting Administrator, 
Imperial British East Africa Company. 

Born 14th March, 1858.
Died 10th April, 1801.
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He was a type of the highest order of British Officer, 

capable both of military and also, by a rare combination of 
civil administrative work. A cheerful humour distinguished 
his accounts of his adventures, and never deserted him, I 
even in times of fatigue and anxiety. He made friends of 
all under whom he served, and of the humblest of those 
who served under him, and was regarded as one of the 
most distinguished officers in the army for his age and 
service.

Having had the privilege of his friendship for 13 years 
I can heartily endorse these sentiments and feel sure they 
find an echo in the hearts of all who knew him, he visited 
Canada in 1884, 1886, 1889 (was present at the closing 
exercises of the ft. M. C.), and so kept in touch with the 
large number of friends and admirers he had on this side 
of the Atlantic, who one and all mourn his loss but none 
more than his old College comrades, the interests of which 
College he has done so much to advance both in Canada 
and abroad.

One of the valuable lessons we may learn from Ins life, 
has been well expressed by a wise man of old “ whatsoever 
thy hand, findeth to do, do it, with thy might."
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CAPT. W. H. ROBINSON, R. E.

born at St. John, New 
was killed in ac-

William Henry Robinson was 
Brunswick, on the 18th July 1863, and 
tionat Tambi on the 14th March 1892, when taking part 

Frontier Police Expedition in the Tambaku district, 
West Coast of Africa.

He was the eldest son of the late Major W. Robinson, 
56th Foot (Cameramans) and 3rd W. I. Regt., and received 
his early education at the Collegiate School Fredericton, 
N. B.

At the half yearly entrance examination in February 
1879 he passed into the R. M. College at the early age of 
15, here be found himself pitted against many good, and 
older Cadets, but his great abilities soon brought him to 
the front and he graduated in June 1882 winning the 
Governor General’s gold medal and several prizes.

He never took a very active part in field sports but 
an inveterate reader and fond of society.

He was one of the earliest subjects of the “ Mock Court 
Martial ” held in the smoking room which were initiated 
by the renowned MacVicar, and caused us all much inno­
cent fun, in what we are now pleased to style “ the good 
old days,” both court martial and smoking room 
things of the past. After spending 2 years 

1 going throuh the usual courses, he was in 1885 selected to
■ go though a special course of instruction at Sir XV m. Arm- 
I strong’s work, Elswich near Newcastle, after this lie spent 
1 atout 2 years at the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, where be
■ was practically traffic manager.
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In February 1888 lie went out to Sierra Leone under the 
late Capt. H. B. Mackay, D. S. O., R. E., whom he Suc. 
ceeded in Nov. 1889 as U. R. E. and was given the local 
rank of Captain, retaining this appointment up to the day 
of his death. Promoted Captain 22 September 1890.

Major Fairtlough, R. A., of whom, many of you have 
kindly recollections, has written and spoken in the highest 
terms of praise, of the quality and amount of work done at 
Sierra Leone by both Mackay and Robinson.

Capt. Robinson was under orders for England but vo­
lunteered to accompany the expedition which left I reetown I guishc
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the 7 March 1892. .
The following extract from a letter written by Major A 

McDonnell Moore, R. I. Fusiliers, Commanding the expe­
dition speaks for itself :
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Kukuna, 16th March 1892

It is with the deepest regret that I write to tell 
you of the great loss we have all sustained in the death of 
poor Robinson. He had been so hard working all the way 
up that everyone was full of admiration for his soldier like 
qualities, but. our just appreciation of him was heightened, 
if possible, when we saw his magnificent conduct under hre 
He was as cool as on parade, fired his rockets-and watched 
their effect with interest, and when at last he was asked to
blow in the gate, agreed at

He ran hack a good distance for his explosives, and then 
with an “ All right, Major, I’ll be back in a minute was 
through the first fence and up to the gate. The man car­
rying the gun cotton did not follow him past the fence, so 
Robinson returned and himself carried up and hxed the
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, , , ■ , ,nnatov as if he were at practice in the school. He
nderthe I detoi > ^ and he_ Lendy, Cockburn and their men
iei3 I rjrged twice for the gate, but failed to effect an entrance 

' tLT I ifnson who had been in each time with his men, was at 
(JO I ti,e end of the second charge shot straight through the heart 

and lungs, ancl fell dead. I ran to him at once, but as I 
lifted him to bear him off, I saw that he was dead, My 
«J i my heart was sad. Such a good fellow, such a sol­
dier ■ and just slain at the moment when we were full of 

d hut vo I admiration for-him, at the moment when he had so distin- 
" wished himself and gained, without a doubt, such a 

recognition as the soldier covets. I would he had lived to

W<“ Receive my deepest expression of sympathy .for the loss 
you and the corps have sustained by the death of such a 
brilliant officer.

Ml

!$

ou have 
e highest 
: done at

1

Freetown

Major A 
the expe-

i

Al. McDonnell Mooke.
The body was brought to Kamassasa and buried thete 

on the morning of the 15th March. Robinson was gifted 
with splendid abilities and was a most conscientious and 
energetic officer. He is a great loss to the army and to his 
old college to which he did honour, the example of gallantry 
and courage displayed on the day of his death has thrilled 
our hearts with pride and serve, only to add to the sorrow 
we all feel at his untimely end. He visited Canada in 1884 
and 1891, but never managed to pay us a visit at Kingston, 
It was his intention to come out again in 1892 to be present 
at the wedding of one of his sisters, but alas “Man pro-

P'T niay addt 11at^MacKaiy and Robinson were both entitled 
to a medal and clasp for their services on the West Coast 

_ 0f Africa, the issue of this medal was only approved ot 
ying down | kt autumn and has since been sent to their relatives, 
fixing the ■
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A SKETCH OF THE LIFE
feet.OF
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“ obe 
“ ma 
“cou

CAPT. WILLIAM GRANT STAIRS.$

m- SuchWilliam Grant Stairs, was the son of the late John 
Stairs, Esq., of Halifax, N. 8., and was born in that city ■ his " 
on the 1st July 1863. He received his early education at ■ u 
Merchiston Castle School, Edinburgh, and subsequently ■ J » 
passed into the R. M. College in Sept. 1878 being the | F 
youngest cadet in his class. During his time at College he ■ 1 
worked faithfully and well, was a prominent forward in ■ Pum 
the football team, a great favourite, full of fun, and noted 
for his sound common sense. He graduated in June 1882, 
and soon after sailed for New Zealand where he spent the 
next 2 k years, working as a surveyor, and in the rough 
bush life there, gained much valuable experience, which 
stood him in good stead, later on in life, it was this expo- ■ 
rience, that in the main, made Stanley decide to select him
as one of his Staff. . _ . •,

In 1885 a number of extra commissions, in the Imperial 
Service were offered to the R. M. College, and Stairs 
accepted one of these, being gazetted to the corps of Royal 
Engineers on 30 June 1885. He had barely completed 
his course of studies at Chatham when he started in the 
spring of 1887 for Africa on the staff of the great explorer 
H. M. Stanley. His services with the Emin Pacha Relief 
Expedition are well known, and to recount them would 
make it almost necessary to write again “ In darkest 
Africa ” He was one of Stanley’s most efficient and loyal 
lieutenants and exhibited at all times great courage, and
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Stair* who rescued Surgeondevotion to duty. It , ,
Parke and Captain Nelson from starvation, it was he who 

cended the snowy Ruwenzori to a height of some 10,000 
11 One of those rare personalities. oftener visible 

a among military men than among civilians, who could 
« 0bey orders without argument, who could accept 
“ mand, and without ado or fuss execute it religiously ; 
“courageous, careful, watchful, diligent and faithful.” 
Such is Stanley’s testimony to the many good qualities of 
his right hand man.

On one occasion lie was wounded severely in the breast 
and his life was more than once

was
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feet.
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College he 
irward in 
md noted 
une 1882, 
spent the 
the rough 
ce, which 
this expe- 
select him

by a poisoned arrow,
(Impaired of, but his usual pluck, and the devotion of his 
friend Surgeon Parke, were the means under Cod, of his
pulling through.

A recent writer in the R. E. Journal states “ whatever 
u may have been said of the expedition, Stairs name was 
« a|ways above reproach, and the credit he gained undim- 
“med by a breath of calumny.”

On his return from Africa lie was appointed Adjutant 
R. E. troops at Aldershot, and a dinner was given specially 
in his honour by the Corps of Royal Engineers at Chatham.

On the 3rd December 1890, he was entertained at dinner 
at the Canada Club, London, and was presented by Sir 
Charles Tuppev with a handsome piece of plate subscribed 
for by the corporation and citizens of Halifax, N. S.

On 25th March 1891, he was transferred to * The Welsh 
Regiment (old 69th) with rank of Captain; but 
joined his new corps. On 12th May 1891 he left England 
tu command the expedition to thé Katanga District sent 
out by the' King of the Belgians, to establish trade rela­
tions with the natives. From the following account which 
appeared in the February member of the R. E. Journal, it 
will be seen how successfully this difficult duty was carried 
out :
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CAPTAIN STAIRS’ LAST EXPEDITION.
i

; 1 Th: 1
port

“]
direc
12th

We publish below extracts translated from Le Monu­
ment Géographique giving the official report of the event, 
of the last expedition undertaken by Capt Stairs, mostly 
quoted from that officer’s reports, and Capt. Winn, R.E, 
has kindly furnished us with extracts of a letter from Mr. 
Daniel Crawford, a missionary at Garenganze, to the editor 
of the Echoes of Service, which we publish with it (the 
spelling of proper names in each has been retained as in

the originals).
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Meaf rom Le Mouvement Géographique.

It was on the 4th July that the Belgian Expedition 
placed under command of Capt. Stairs left Bagamoyo, 
opposite Zanzibar, for Karema. It consisted of Capt.
Stairs, in command; Lieut. Bodson, 2nd in command; 
the Marquis de Bonchamps, adjutant; Dr. Moloney an 
his assistant, Robinson; 3 Englishmen 1 Belgian, and 
Frenchman conducting a caravan\of 336 Zanzibans and

Mombas.
We have no 

to Tanganika,
with events in previous issues.

Suffice to say that, thanks to the energy and experience 
of the commander and his companions, and thanks, too, to 
the benevolent protection of the German East African 
authorities, this first section was covered with extreme lapi- 
ditv—on the 7th September the Expedition was at Tabora, 

the 9th October it reached Karema, whence it crossed 
the lake to the Congo territory on the west bank at Mpala, 
which place it quitted in good order and perfect health on - En,
31st October. 1
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The further account we quote from Capt. btairs re-

^°“ From Mount Rumbi, the station of Capt. Joubert, 
directed our way towards the river Lualaba, arriving on 
12th November at Gwena on that river.

* a j have obtained from the house of Kassongomwana a 
deed of submission by that chief, and have given him the

N. 3

we

Motive- 
e events 
, mostly 
i, R. E., 
rom Mr. 
he editor 
i it (the 
ed as in

■ i

flag-ii pVom Gwena, I sent messenger's to Lake Moero, and 
hrou'dit to my camp the powerful chief Mpueto. I 
needed in putting an, end to a quarrel which had lasted a 
long time between this chief and Gwena, and obtained from 
each of them an act of submission, and gave them flag. 
Meanwhile, Katindo came to my camp, and I managed to 
make arrangements with him, he pledging to do Ins utmost 
to keep the' route open. On the 14th I despatched messen- 

with presents and letters in Swahili and English to

suc-

spedition 
agamoyo, 
of Capt. 
nnmand ; 
oney and 
.n, and 1 
liaris and

gers
Msiri.

« After crossing the Lualaba in my two steel lioats and 
canoes lent by Gwena, we began, on the 20 Novem- H

some
her, our march on Bunkeia. i

However, the rumour , spread everywhere that I would 
never be permitted to enter the kingdom of Msiri, or even 
the neighbourhood of his abode. We nevertheless continued 
our march forward.

« My messengers returning from Msiri met 
Kifuntwe. The brought me the chief’s reply couched in 
terms of warm friendship.

« After crossing a tine stream, the Lufira, we made our 
entry into the capital, and pitched our camp there. We 

at the end of our journey. It was then the 14th De- 
We had covered the distance which separated us

Expédition 
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ks, too, to 
t African 
reme rapi- 
at Tabora, 
it crossed 
at Mpala, 
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from Bagamoyo in 120 stages of an average length of eight 
English miles each. T am glad to report that during all i:
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this time we did not lose a single load, and that live only 
out df 200 rifles were missing.

“ The situation at Katanga 
nine months there had been constant warfare between the 
Wasanga (the aborigines of the district) and Msiri s men.
V large number of inhabitants were in flight, deserting the 

country to take refuge with the Wasanga and other tribes, 
in fear of the consequences of Msiri’a anger. Entire vil­
lages formerly flourishing, were abandoned, one and all 
for the same reason. Famine naturally was the conse­
quence • everywhere one met entire tribes living solely on 
roots, and waiting till the few crops still standing should 
riben Unfortunately, little sowing has been done this 
year, and for seven months more the famine will rage worse

“ The allies of the Wasanga against Msm are the Ba- 
lunda, the Baramba, and other small tribes that the com­
mon need of defence ‘against the enemy of all has forced 
to forget their ancient feuds and unite for the common 
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“ The outbreak of this interminable war is due to Msiri 
He claimed a total monopoly of the ivory of the

a tusk on

I ■** Ophimself.
country, and refused absolutely to allow anyone 
any pretext whatever. The revolt at last broke out. It 
has never been marked by a decisive victory for one side 
or the other, but has resulted in the disorder of the country, 
the flight of the villagers into the forests, and a fatal blow 
to agriculture, owing to* the cessation of sowings.

“ Msiri, indeed, has behaved to the Wasanga in a brutal
He considered them to
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. chand barbarous fashion for years.
be mere dirt. He has driven away several of his most 
devoted chiefs, who were obliged to fly to save their heads 
from the effects of his next ebullition of rage, and has taken 
to live with him all the women that pleased him that he
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found at these chief ’s homes. Also, the chief people among 
the Wasumba, who are of the same tribe as himself, nou­
rished a dire hatred against him. Everyone would have 
been <dad to contribute to his downfall, except, indeed, his

r th,
heads of his victims on stakes erected round Ins village, 
and only stopped doing so to try and conciliate 

« Le Marinel’s Expedition arrived here six 
fore me and left here two Belgians, who have built a station
o„Te river Lifoi, not far from the river Lutira. They have 
declared to the chief that the country belongs to the King 
of the Belgians. Little by little Msin has come to detest 
them, because they refused all countenance to his despotic

Pr°C<When I arrived here, relations were very strained, 
and the chief’s policy betrayed itself at once in the attempt 
he made to excite me against the Belgians, and m b 
vacillation when he found that my opinion agreed with

^ The three missionaries, Messrs. Thompson, Lane, and 
Crawford, were completely at Msiri’s mercy, who did what 
he liked with them, turning them to public ridicule befo 
his people, and constantly endeavouring to compel them to 
give up their property to him. The work of the mission 
was naturally checked, and it was going to be removed to 
the Lifoi, for life had become intolerable for white people 
in the capital. Msiri, in fact, considered Europeans to be, 
as he called them, ‘ white slaves.’ M. Alex. Delcommune, 
chief of the expedition of the Katanga Company arrived 
at Bunkeia in October last. Msin tried to keep him, but 
the explorer’s instructions did not allow of his staying , he 
had to visit the country to the south, and continued his 
journey. From this time, Msiri began to understand that 
'he would soon have to deal with Europeans.
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the 1“ M. Légat, commander of the Government post esta­
blished on the Lifoi, has, throughout the whole of the 
difficult period, during which he has remained, so to speak, 
alone, exposed to the machinations of the despotic negro, 
shown a very firm attitude. He took up a strong position 
in the country, thanks to the construction of a very power­
ful fort and to his unceasing energy in expressing his 
opinions to Msiri without fear. Unfortunately, the small- 

of the number of men under his command prevented 
his taking up other than a passive attitude of observation. 
Until my arrival no one had succeeded in obtaining from 
Msiri an act of submission, or a contract equivalent thereto, 
nor had they been able to make him hoist the flag. Mr. 
Sharpe, of the British South Africa Company, who had 
been here last year, only stayed a week. He offended the 
chief by his insistance in demanding the site of the gold 
mines, and in pressing him to hoist the English flag. Msiri 
absolutely refused to sign any paper that Mr. Sharpe pre- 
sentend to him, and the latter left the country, leaving in 
the hands of Mr. Swan, the English missionary, the act of 
submission for him to get the Katanga Chief to sign as soon 

he could persuade him to change his mind.
“ M. Le Marinel had obtained, it is true, a letter from 

Msiri in which he explicitly agreed, to a certain extent, in 
his submission to King Leopold ; but neither he nor Del- 
commune had succeeded in getting the flag of the Free State 
hoisted at Katanga.

“ Arriving on the 14th December, 1891, I visited Msiri 
on the 16th. I was received by him with great effusion, 
for he imagined I had come to drive M. Legat out of the 
country. T let him think so, and promised at the first in­
terview to put an end to the war raging between the 

x Wasanga and the Wasumba, but I refused to give him 
any powder. At the close of his interview T told him that
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the land could never prosper under the reign of such a cruel 
himself, whose favourite method of getting rid of 

to shut them up, bound, with
st esta­
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c negro, 
position 
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famished dogs, to be eaten alive.

» On the 18th, Msiri opposed the departure of the inis-
their security,

was

sionaries. Legat and I promised to 
and to fire on anyone who tried to stop them.

a On the 19th, I arranged to obtain a second interview 
with the chief, and took with me this time a flag, after 
giving orders to Bodson to carefully reconnoitre round the

“ For 3 hours and 40 minutes I talked with Msjii in 
Swahili, trying to persuade him to accept the flag.

“ I kept incessantly before his eyes the attempts of 
British South Africa Company. It was imperatively neces­
sary that he should hoist the flag of the Free State first. At 
the end of this long interview Msiri at length consented to 
take the flag the next day, provided I exchanged blood 
with his brother Chikako. I replied, ‘ No, I will exchange 
blood to day, and with you, and I am going to hoist the 
flag ’ I saw clearly that Msiri wanted to gain time to get 
together those of his soldiers who were away from home. 
In the end he rose to go back to his borna. Then I said to 
him ‘ Very well in that case I am going to hoist the flag 
whether you like it or not.’ Presently Bonchamps and I, 
with 25 armed men, taking a pole from the chiefs own 
borna, ascended the hill near Msiri’s village, and the flag 
was hoisted there without opposition. But about nine in 
the evening, Msiri, seeing the situation was getting strained, 

tly left Bunkeia and went to the village of Moemena.
than 150 inhabitants fled for fear
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“ The next morning I sent four times to inform the chief 
that I was waiting to exchange blood with him. The reply 

that Msiri had not rise.n.came
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“ I bad liis house searched and found lie had gone to 
Moemena. I gathered from these occurences that Msiri 
was planning the assassination of all the Europeans in his 
country.

“ At nine in the morning, the same day, 20th, I struck

sades, 
in hoi 
wantei 
speak
the vil

my camp and occupied a strong position in the village of I pany 1 
Maria. I was accompanied by M. Legat and about 10 of B “ C; 
the Dahomeyan soldiers. At the same time we told the 
English missionaries, who were on the Lifoi, to retire im­
mediately to the station of the Free State, for war was 
imminent.
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fit “ As soon as all was ready, and we had secured our po­
sition in Maria, I resolved to bring Msiri before me, by 
force, if necessary. Accordingly 115 rifles were detailed 
under Captain Bodson and the Marquis de Bonchamps, 
who were directed to go to Moemena, see Msiri, and bring 
him before me. They started at 11 o’clock.”

We now give the Marquis de Bonchamp’s account, from 
a letter to us, of the events of which he was an eye-wit­
ness.

i
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il
:

»!
gates
great*
natur:
clump“ At 11 in the morning Bodson and I set out from the 

camp in the direction of the village (about two miles dis­
tant) where Msiri was said to have taken refuge. One 
hundred men followed us with a pretty martial bearing, 
but did not inspire us with much confidence ; it was the 
first time we had taken them under fire. It was a little 
after midday when we reached the outskirts of the village. 
Moemena is a collection of about five score huts' scattered 
over a considerable distance, and protected by palisades of 
stakes and thick hedges of euphorbia. We deployed our 

' small force at once in a single line facing the village, with 
our backs to the hills. The inhabitants did not appear to 
take much notice of us ; we saw some, certainly, from time 
to time, mostly armed with guns, hiding behind the pali-
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all. At last, after about a quarter ofsades, but that was
hour, the chief of the village came to ask us what we 

wanted. We replied that we wanted to see Msiri and 
eak to him, but assured him we intended no harm to 

The chief then invited one of us to accom-

gone to 
at Msiri 
ns in his

sp
I struck 
illage of 
iut 10 of 
told the 
etire im- 
war was

the villagers.
-j him.
“ Captain Bodson wished to go, despite my 

for all those armed villagers hiding behind the palisades 
inspired me with serious fears.

« jje went, however, with about a dozen soldiers and
in command of our small

pany entreaties, ,

two of our Nyamparas, leaving 
force, and telling me to attack immediately if 1 heard re­
volver shots.

» Ten minutes at most had passed since his departure 
when I heard several revolver shots, followed immediately 
bv rifle firing.

“ I attacked the village at once. At 50 paces from the 
gates we were received with a well-sustained tire, and the 
greater part of my men hesitated and halted. This was only 
natural, as it was impossible to see the enemy across the 
clumps of euphorbia.

“ It was necessary to lead the way. I did so, and had 
the satisfaction of seeing all my men follow me across the 
labyrinth of lanes bordered by euphorbia which separated 
the huts.

“ Firing was still going on when I arrived with some of 
my men at a sort of central space, from which some inha­
bitants were escaping. Alas, there, close to a tembé, \&y 
my poor friend, grievously wounded by a bullet in the right 
side. Near him lay Msiri, pierced by several revolver 
bullets. Further off was the body of one of Msiri’s rela­
tions, and in a corner of the clearing one of our soldiers 
and one of our Nyamparas lay groaning and wounded--the 

had his ankle fractured, the other his knee pierced by
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“ I interrogated the Nyampara, who was able to tell 
what'occurred. Bodson, on entering the village, had been I Dr. Mo 
conducted to the central clearing, with his escort. There I terribly 
he found Msiri sitting in front of his house, surrounded by I may te 
about 300 of his followers, nearly all armed with guns, I God, ft 
The captain, when brought into the presence of the chief, I from 01 

begged him to follow him and he would conduct him to our I evenin; 
before our chief, adding that no harm should be done I “ A<

I result
and made a menacing gee-1 caused

“Tl
pable 
duty,
receive 
how hi

general. „ ' employ
“ There was I in the middle of the village ; I would not abilitit 

desert my comrade, who suffered terribly, while on the other inoppc 
hand I was afraid every moment of being cut off by the “ 0 
villagers. After a long quarter of an hour I managed to was tl
get together about one-third of my men. The rest were themsi
looting, or firing blindly on the flying enemy. I got myself ched i 
at once into a defensive position, and at the same time sent “ T
Stairs word by a Nyampara of how I was situated. In and m
two hours and a-half Stairs sent me the doctor, and rein- ger. 1 
forcements in men and ammunition. All being now quiet, -For 
we took our way to the camp, carrying the unfortunate not fa 
Bodson on a stretcher.” “ ®

Such is the Marquis de Bonchamp’s narrative. In their and C 
private letters, as in their official reports, the companion! establ 
of the lamented Capt. Bodson pay eloquent tribute to his voiced 
courage and his memory. Mortally wounded by a shot 
fired at close quarters by Msiri’s follower, he survived hii 
terrible wound only, alas, a few hours. Capt. Stairs thus 
commemorates his last moments?— -Am

“ Came
I !

il;
i I camp, 

to him.
“ At this juncture Msiri rose 

ture with his sabre. Bodson, seeing himself threatened, 
fired four times at Msiri with his revolver. Msiri fell, hit 
by two bullets from the Nyampara. At the same moment 
my poor friend was hit by a ball fired by one of the chiefs 
round Msiri. He fell in his turn, and the fight became
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stretcher byto tell me ■ “ Capt. Bodson was brought to camp 
had been 1 Dr. Moloney and the Marquis de Bonchamps. He suffered 
t. There ■ terribly. On seeing me he said:i‘I am dying, but you 
mnded bv 1 mV tell my countrymen I have not died in vain thank 
ith guns I (J for I have delivered this beautiful country and Africa 
the chief, I from one of the most hateful of tyrants.’ At eight in the
lim to our I evening he died like a hero. ,

« According to Dr. Moloney s statement, death was the 
result of a bullet wound, which pierced a vital organ and 

acing geg-1 caused internal haemorrhage.
lireatened I 11 This sad death has deprived the Expedition of a ca­
ri fell, hit I pable and energetic officer, faithful, full of zeal to do his 
ie moment duty, and always ready to carry out the instructions he 
the chiefs received. I had become his friend, and could appreciate
ht became how his heart was in his work, and how suited he was for

employment in Africa. He was certainly destined by his 
abilities to till high office in the Congo, had not death so 
inopportunely cut short his

« On the death of Msiri becoming known, the country 
was thrown into a state of agitation. The people armed 
themselves and prepared for war, but we remained entren- 

No one was allowed to go out.
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ched in our camp.

« Thé next day, 21st December, we buried Capt. Bodson, 
and moved the camp to a village whose position was stron­
ger. Then, on the 22nd, I began the construction of a fort 
-Fort Bunkeia—about 750 mètres from Msiri’s old abode, 
not far from the site of an ancient village.

“ Here I was visited by his two brothers, Nicanda Wantu 
and Chamundu. I told them that my line of policy was to 
establish myself in the country, and punish whoever pro­
voked war with his neighbours ; t)ia{ now that Msiri was 
dead I intended to choose as his successor another chief 
who would agree to my terms, and that in future the Wa- 

ga would be free, and the Wasumba have nothing to do 
with their affairs.
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I “ When the news uf Msiri’s death spread through tlieg»^anua 

country, several of the most important and influential chiefs®'®1't0 S! 
of the Wasanga and other tribes came to see me, and sub-Hreover, tl 
mitted to my authority. 1 made them sign acts of submis-lt^*11 a 
sion, promised them peace, and had the Free State flan “ ^on 
hoisted over their villages. Before leaving the country, ouB«
4th February, I had brought the eleven most importantlnelirest 1 
chiefs in the whole district to submit, and the flag of the®ie9Slon 11

where.
“Uni

;

I *

thet
::

:

i
: Free State now floats over their territory.

“ Msiri’s death greatly strengthened our position in the 
country, and made the Wasanga our most devoted allies.Hquis ”e 
Thes<$ are, in fact, the true owners of the soil. ■Robinso

“ Soon after Msiri’s death 1 nominated his son Mkandal W a V1 
Wantu chief of the district of Bunkeia, but 1 limited liiijto keep

Februar 
“ Dr.

i

ll

i authority to the immediate neighbourhood of Bunkeia itself, 
depriving him of all power over the Wasanga and Walo- 
moto chiefs, who are the original owners of the country, 
which is called Garenganze by the Wanyamwezi, and Ka­
tanga by the inhabitants.

“ We have set at liberty at least 200 women and chil 
dren, and a large number of these unfortunates showef 
proof of the brutal mutilation they had been subjected fi 
by Msiri. Moreover, I have given permission to bands o 
other illtreated slaves to return to their own country, 
have given the Wasanga and Walomoto permission t- 
gather as much salt as they like from the extensive sal 
beds, about four days’ journey south of Bunkeia, onth 
river Lufira.

“ It was absolutely necessary, in my opinion, before 
embarking on any other undertaking, to construct a strong 
fort near the capital, where I could leave some of my men 
and goods, whilst, with the rest of my party, F scoured the 
country in search of the copper mines and reported goli 

. To leave Bunkeia, no matter when, before the midi
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, ■ ( Tnnuavy would have been fatal unless we had a fort in
roug tljo gerve as a retreat for those we left behind us. Mo- 

and itlJer, the work we had done up to date would have been

■ “Contlquently I determined to set out for the S. W.
, “1 „ the 15th January, 1892, to visit the copper mines 

oun ry.oti| t]le capital, pacify the Wasanga people, take pos-
flToSllo» of the mines and hoist the Free State flag every-

• „ ■ ,, l*1Unhappily, my hopes were terribly dashed. The Mar- 
t1;1V el ujsde Bonchamps was. taken seriously ill on 1st January. 

d I Robinson was dangerously ill, and on the 5th January I
villainous attack of hœmaturic bilious fever, and had 

bed, where I stayed till the day I left, 4th

mi
;
IIn Mltandal^ 

limited hit! to keep 111 y
lkTw6!f|Fe“Drr Moloney, in spite of these drawbacks, set himself 

to complete the fort. Moreover, l>e got together the chiefs 
,lio had submitted, and sent, from time to time, messengers 
to the chiefs in the south, and succeeded in obtaining acts 
of submission from tglu-m. For 12 days I was in a state of 
nemi unconsciousness, and during several relapses Dr. Mo­
loney feared that 1 should succumb. Nevertheless, I deter­
mined not to leave the country after this bad attack, but 
to do my utmost to await tHl arrival of Capt. Bia.

“ Deleommune’s Expedition has been in the country 
since the month of October. He was well received by Mem,

lly against Legat. He

:

e country, 
i, andKa-B®

n and chil 
ses show™ 
objected to 
to bands oi 
iountry. I 
mission to

tensive sal
eia, on till *0 hoped at tirst to get him 

lient south, and intended ev
ion before* Jhe Lualaba. I have made three attempts to commu­
ât à stroriB nicate with him, but without success hitherto, 
of mv me!: “ Capt. Bia reached Bunkeia on the 30th January. He 

scoured tilled his officers were in good healt and had been successful 
norted soil in, their journey.
i the midde “ Since we arrived at Katanga we had been a prey to

as an
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I
“(5)famine. My men were dying with hunget". They perished I 

at the rate of two and three a day. We could not get any I » 
supplies whatever, whether for Europeans or natives, right Ian(*801 
up to the beginning of February. We were lucky when ■ “ ^ 
we got fried locusts or boiled herbs to eat. To stay in the I cereals 
country under these conditions was to condemn all the I ti®Hy 
soldiers ofSthe Expedition and, at least, three Europeans to 
death.

“ I consulted, therefore, with Capt. Ilia, and havijig put g lowed
Brosse
“A

miser

*
- i

1
“ If■ 11 considijt||8

11I
him in charge of Fort Bunkeia, a certain portion of my 
bales, and one of my steel boats, I left on 4th February for 
Mpueto, on Lake Moero, to recruit carriers and allow the I lcas*-> 
men to recover health and strengths I conseq

“ Although famine and illness have compelled us to leave 1’’ 
Katanga without being able to accomplish our mission, we ■ f°r e*r 
have nevertheless been able to effect the following results I dud a 
after a stay of, at most, a month and a-half :— ■ contai

“ (1). We had got the flag of the Free State hoisted in I rently
‘ absol

i
nin
M

J
the capital and highlands.

“ (2). We have deposed of the late Msiri, and later, un­
fortunately at the cost of the brave Capt. Bodson’s life, got 
rid of this same Msiri, who, by his barbarous acts, had 
ruined the whole country.

“ (3). We have obtained no less than 12 acts of submis- 
, sion, signed in our presence by the most important chiefs

in the country. We have hoistpA .the Free State flag at ■ my al 
the villages of those chiefs and have succeeded in satisfac- ■ and o 
torily explaining to them that they were for the future 
under the sovereignty of the Free State.

“ (4). We have, in fact, delivered the three English mis­
sionaries from the position in which they were placed by 
Msiri’s caprices, and have succeeded in establishing them 
in the country, and placing them in a secure and advanta­
geous position.
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„ /g\ We have delivered some 300 natives doomed to 
iserable end and,enabled those who could to return safe

ind sound to their own country. .
» (6). Finally, we have rendered possible the sowing ot 

cereals and vegetables by the Wasanga, and we have prac­
tically ensured the safety of inoffensive inhabitants.

“ If the true state of the contry, when we arrived be 
mnsidered and compared with the changes that have fol­
lowed that event, I think it will be fully acknowledged at 
Brussels that we have done our duty well.

« Attacks of dysentery and fever have carried oil, at 
least 73 Zanzibaris, not to speak of others. This is the 
consequence of the heavy work we were obliged to under­
take in the rainy season. There is not the least doubt that 
for eight months of the year the country is very healthy, 
that at least two-thirds of it is well watered, and that it 
contains building materials of all kinds. It fulfils appa­
rently all that was reported of it by the natives, and now 
-absolute peace ’ is ensured.

ii As to the natural productions of the country, 1 must 
refer you to my special report.

“ M. Legat, when T left, 
the Lifoi, ready to build his station. He had not been 
able tcT render us other assistance than to stay with us with 
his 10 soldiers until pacification was complete. Ever since 
my arrival he has shown Himself at all times most courteous 
and obliging in giving me information.

» The letter of submission, brought by M. Le Marine!, 
absolutely repudiated in my presence by Msiri. He 

told me he refused to acknowledge the authority of the 
Free State ; that he was ipso facto the enemy of anyone 
who approached to ask him to acquiesce in such authority ; 
that he would sign no act of submission in any form ; and 
that he would accept no flag whatever, whoever it was that
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it £
brought it to him. He prepared1' to resist by force our 
presence in his country, and was daily concentrating his 
troops at the capital to strike a blow at us when lie felt 
strong enough.

“ With him dead, the country is tranquil and at peace ; 
the European is not only feared, but respected. It is pos­
sible now to explore the country and open up its resources, 
undertakings which formerly would have ensured the mas­
sacre of those who attempted them.

him to 
brave 
hietnal

Melon

M1V
200 m
4th oi
4««, iStairs. ”

We break off the publication of Captain Stairs’ first 
report at the point where he left the Katanga, struck 
down by illness.

During the whole of this Expedition, which he led with 
a courage and rapidity that showed a perfect knowledge of 
the necessities of African life, the English officer gave 
proof of rare qualities. On all occasions he showed himself 
a keen observer, scrupulously faithful to the instructions 
he received from the Katang t Company for the accomplish­
ment of his difficult and delicate mission. His return 
journey t>k him to Muoeto, which he left on the 21st 
March for\Abercorn, an English post at the southern 
extremity of Lake Tanganika, where he arrived on the 
25th of April. On the 14th May he reached the northern 
extremity of Lake Nyassa, which he traversed from end to 
end on board one of the steamers of the English Lake 
Company. On the 23rd he was

the 3rd June at Vincenti, at the apex of the Zambesi 
delta ; and next day he arrived in sight of the Indian 
Ocean.

Alas, it was there, at the moment of embarking on the 
Portuguese boat, which should in a few days have brought
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u„ to Zanzibar, whence his expedition started, that the 
brave explorer was attaked afresh by a severe bout of 

turic bilioüs fever and expired on the 9th June in 
gpité of the assiduous care of his two companions, Dr. 
Moloney and the Marquis de Bonchamps.

* * * *

MM. de Bonchamps and Moloney, with their party of 
900 men, arrived at Zanzibar, whence they set out ^ on the 
4th of July on board the Messageries Maritimes Steamer 
jva and arrived at Marseilles on the morning on the 22nd.
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From the Echoes of Service.

The long interval which elapsed after the departure of 
this very doubtful releif party (the Belgian Exploration 
Expedition) saw me waiting on at the capital, hungering 
for a scrap of news assuring me of the welfare of our 
friends. While thus situated with hopes all expectant,

imagine my surprise one day 
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looking to the west, you
-the 28th November--while sitting taking to 
under his verandah, to see five Zanzibaris march up, 
turbaned and armed with breech-loading rifles. From the 
east, no doubt, I said to myself, and messengers too !

Their chief, Massondi (who crossed with Stanley in the 
Emin Fasha Expedition), handed me a letter from Capt. 
Stairs,Mated a fortnight before from the Luapula river, 
111 which he stated he Was coming to Msidi on a mission 
from the King of the Belgians, and earnestly requested 
that we would oblige him with any information we might 
think necessary for him to have regarding the country, etc. 
Accompanying this letter were two for Msidi in English 
&hd Swahili respectively, in which Capt. Stairs and his
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four white companions formally sent their “ Salaams ” to 1 jfutoml 
the chief and intimated that they had come from the 
expressly to visit him ; further, that their intentions were 
peaceable towards him, and that in all they did they desired I of the 1 
to act slowly and with his (Msidi’s) consent. Capt. Stairs, ■ going tl 
in conclusion, mentioned casually that the Wa-sumbwa I when tl 
(Msidi’s own people) were his friends, and signed himself |bringin; 
“The Englishman, W. G. Stairs.”

The last two statements contained in the letter fairly 1 though 
made Msidi’s heart “ white ” (as he termed it) towards the 1 we miss 
new-comers, but specially the fact that they were English-1 present 
men, as he mistakeidy thought them all to be. “They are ■ all sort.1 
English, do you hear, sons of the dust ? ” shouted Msidi to ■ Decei 
the crowd of his people, “ and we know the English to be I Capt. S 
true people.” g ducted

The five Zanzibaris returned, bearing a letter from Msidi I The lar 
written by me, full of expressions of goodwill towards the ■ flags fly 
white men, and requesting them to come on to his capital 1 Capt. 1 
without delay. At the same time I wrote Capt. Stairs, ■ and Ro 
telling him of the disagreeable surprise that was awaiting! Lieu' 
him and his three hundred men at Msidi’s, where hunger ■ ment, 
prevailed almost to starvation. My report of the land may I ordered 
have been dreary and the outlook bleak to those new- Jhimwii 
comers, who were pressing on to Msidi’s as to some “ El I but thi 
Dorado.” But as on the evening of that day I stood on ■should 
tjie hill-top overlooking the valley of the capital, and con- I his pov 
trasted the scene with that of one year ago, I was convinced I Msid 
that no true description of the state of the country could Itoleavi 
be other than dreary and depressing. I never realized howl Msidi f 
far things had run to riot in the country until I looked! happen 
down upon long stretches of tilled land without any people, Ecalcula 
where once, and that scarcely twelve months ago, stood!shall ei 
hundreds of dwellings compactly built together. Whatlpossibh 
will Mr. Swan say when he hears that after leaving! 17th.
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■
Mutombo’s village, going eastward, he would not encounter 
one mud hut right on to Munema !

Msicli spent the interval that elapsed after the departure

ii-ams ” to 
the sea i

ons were
y desired 1 of the Arabs in rallying all his remaining men, and Imran-

on the great things he would doping them all day long 
when the powder came, for, of course, the white men were 
bringing him powder ! These remarks regarding the powder 
fere accompanied by many a scornful glance at me, as 
though he would let us understand what a worthless lot 
we missionaries were. When he spoke *>f the Belgians at 
present in the country he grew tierce, charging them with 
all sorts of treacherous motives.

December lJfth.-—This morning, at Msidi’s request, I met 
Capt. Stairs, who was at the head of his caravan, and con­
ducted him to the camping ground appointed by the. chief. 
The large caravan of three hundred Zanzibaris tiled in with 
flags flying and a very travel-stained look, accompanied by 
Capt. Bod son, the Marquis de Bonchamps, Dr. Maloney, 
and Robinson, Capt. Stairs’ servant.

Lieut. Legat pitched his tent in the new-comers’ encamp­
ment, which at once raised Msidi’s suspicions, and he 
ordered the lieutenant to remove from thence, and charged 
him with trying to come between him and his new friends ; 
but the real fact was that the chief dreaded lest they 
should effect a junction, and to prevent this he tried all in 
Ms power. ,

Msidi having finally accepted our presents, we were glad 
to leave the capital on the 17th, the day appointed by 
Msidi for the reception of Capt. Stairs. The events which 
happened after our departure were so momentous and so 
calculated to turn this whole country upside down that I 
shall endeavour to give you them in as much detail as 
possible.

17th.- -As arranged, Capt. Stairs saw the chief to-day
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and gave him his present. Msidi expressed the wish that! this eou 
the captain would become his blood brother.

18th.—Capt. Stairs was with Msidi again. The chief* man 011 
again expressed the wish to become Capt. Stairs’ blood* ynthe(t 
brother, but wanted a large amount of cloth and powder* itson,e 
first, before he would consent to the ceremony or the* Bodson 
taking of the Free State flag. I with a

19th.—To-day Capt. Stairs planted the Congo Free State! Msidi v 
flag on the high hill immediately adjoining the head village* arriving 
of Mukurru, and Msidi did not realize the full import ofl and f°u 
this act, Capt. Stairs sent four of his chiefs to inform him* white i 
that in future he (Msidi) was excepted to obey the white* hour po 
men, and that there must be no more skulls seen hanging* Bodson 
round his village. Of course, this last order roused Msidi’* main b 
angerr for it meant that lie must give up that prerogative being u 
which he alone had exercised—alas ! so ruthlessly—during* was hei 
all the years of his lording it in these parts. But thong* Zanzibi 
he stormed and fumed at this order, he was still shrew* had goi 
enough to see that he could not quarrel—that is, profitable was In 
—with the new-comers, and so, after declaring his right tig found 
cut the heads off his slaves or any others who would op 
his rule, he mentioned the day following — the 20th—fo* himself 
the blood-brotherhood ceremony. I

'iiOih.—A long-to-be-remembered date in Garenganz® whilst 
history ! This was the day appointed by Msidi for hil two leg 
becoming Capt. Stairs’ blood brother ; but events showcfl Capt. 
that he had no intention of keeping his appointment, no* though 
indeed of being the captain’s friend at all. Early in thebreathi 
morning a messenger was despatched to the head village t* enterin 
know if Msidi was prepared to receive Capt. Stairs on tha*Capt. f 
day, but the messenger returned with the word that th*thirty 
chief was sleeping. A little later, a second messengel headnrr 
brought the news that Msidi had left Mukurru at daybreallhe aski 
for Munema, one of the first villages occupied by him ill few wc

found 1
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tliis country. When the messenger went to Munema he , 
found Msidi, who told him that he would receive the white 

Phe chief! pan on conditions that he would come, alone, and nnaccom- 
irs’ blootlB mied by any soldiers. This proposal bore on the face of 
:l powder! it »ome «“tent on Msidi’s part of foul play, and so Capt.

godson and the Marquis de Bonchamps started for Munema, 
with a body of Zanzibaris, to know definitely whether 

Yee State® Msidi would submit to the white men or otherwise. On 
ad villa»! arriving outside the village of Munema, a halt was made, 
import ofl and four hi admen went to the chief to inform him that the 
form him! white men were outside. This was about 11 a.m. An 
he whit! hour passed and the headmen not having returned, Capt.

hangin! Bodson took six men and went into the village, leaving the 
id Msidi! pain body outside with the Marquis de Bonchamps, it 
■erogativ! being understood by the latter that if the sound of firing
t__durin! was heard inside the village, he was to rush in with his
it thong! Zanzibaris. Not many minutes elapsed after Capt. Bod son 
11 shrew! had gone into the village when the loud report of firing 
profitai)! van heard, and the Marquis, rushing in with his men, 
s right t! found outside the verandah of the largest house the dead 
dd opposfl body of Msidi lying opposite Capt. Bodson, who, though 
20th—fo! himself conscious, was in a dying condition. Near by 

■ Msidi lay the dead body of Masuka, one of his warriors, 
arengan! whilst opposite lay two of Capt. Bodson s men, one with 
li for hi! two legs broken, and the other with a bullet in his thigh.

Capt. Bodson was at once removed to the camp, and 
iment, no| though in great agony explained in the few remaining 
•ly in thl breaths which he drew in this life what had occurred. On 
village ! entering he found Msidi armed with a fine sword, which 

tha!Capt. Stairs had given him, and surrounded by between 
that th!thirty and forty men. Some distance off he saw the four 

messengel headmen, evidently prisoners. Advancing towards Msidi 
t daybreal be asked him what he intended to do, and had only said a 
by him ill tew words when Msidi with the drawn sword in his hand
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r made a thrust at Capt. Bodson, which the latter, springing 
to one side, evaded ; at the same time, drawing his revolver, 
he shot Msidi dead through the heart.

Msidi had no sooner fallen than the contents of several 
guns were fired into Capt. Bohson’s back by some men, 
wounding him mortally. He spoke with Lieut. Legat (who 

old friend of his) up to the last, saying that he was 
dying as a soldier should die, having rid the Garenganze 
country of a tiger, and with one shout " Long live the 
King” this loyal soldier passed away.

How things are going on at the capital now you will 
best understand from the following letter, which I received 
the other day from Capt. Stairs “ On the 21st we left 
Maria’s village, and moved about 800 yards to Mumoneka’s, 
and next day started building Fort Bunkeya. 1 called up 
the chiefs Chamunda and Mukanduvantu, told them we 
had no desire to fight, but would punish anyone who made 

in this country. Meantime I sent for Katanga, 
Ntenke, Mulawanyama, and others, to come to me before 
electing a chief of the Và-yeke, who will only have power 

this immediate neighbourhood. There will be no 
more Va-yeke tyrants over 
etc. ; each district will 
over the whole will doe
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the poor Va-sanga, Va-lomotwa, 

have its local chief, and the head 
the white man. Already the people 

have returned in great numbers to their hoeing and planting. 
The Va-sanga are delighted, and at last see hope ahead. 
We are building our fort out of Msidi’s own Boma, and the

my table, off which this evening 
I will work hard 

to keep powder out, and let the country get full breath- 
There are no skulls visible at Bunkeya now.

We are progress- 
fort, but the want of food is taking
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iii VI door of hi.s big hut is now 
we eat our Christmas dinner. .'
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On Dec. 29th Capt. Stairs wrote 

ing favourably with our 
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successor to the late chief. Likuku has not come in, nor 
Cikako. Mulawanyania has come and got the flag from 

and several others the same.

1 The sorrowful news of the death of Capt. Stair.t, would not be 
(mown for some time in (iarenganze.—El).
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It appears therefore, that he died from malarial fever on 
the 9th June 1892 at Chinde on the Zambesi, thus ended 
his short but brilliant career. Stairs was possessed of an 
amiable, and cheerful disposition, was most energetic, and 
painstaking in anything he undertook to do, and looked 
upon difficulties as only to he overcome.

It is always difficult to gauge the value of men, hut the 
of Stairs was better known than that of ara graduate,

was one of
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progress- 
d is taking 
to-day as

Iname
and we have just cause to feel proud thatv he 
our number, he together with Mackay and Robinson, had 
all given promise of future distinction had they lived, the 
three were so closely connected in their lives, and in their 
deaths, that it seems fitting we have decided to place their 
names together on one memorial brass. They all reflected 
honour on their old College, and well upheld its good motto 
“ Truth, Duty, Valour ”. May we who remain strive to 
be as faithful.
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