Inter-department Correspondence

From
Tue Principar ano Vice-CHANCELLOR,
McGirr UniversiTy,

MonTreaL.

PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR;
SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.
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Function of a University librarian is to
render accessible such books as teachers
A1l other functions are secondary.

In reviewing the employment of the

it must be remembered that there ar
must be spend on objects specified

is used for the purchase of

1ittle or nothing to the advancement

If in the future there is any notable increase in amount of momney
allotted to the Library, the teaching staff, we hope, will De
allowed to exercise a decisive influence on 1ts appropriation.

We believe that the Library's existing resources arenot being
employed as wisely as they might be

The Library is the Arts students' workshop and its careful
and effective administration is a matter of cardinal importance.

The task of selecting books for a University library at the
present time is exceedingly omerous and difficult. The
publication of books is how largely controlled by publishing comps
who publish books rather than instruet the public. Many priceless
books are doubtless never published at all, and some published are
smothered in a mass of publications of a superficial kind.

The Commi ttee feels that the whole weight of University knowledge
and experience should be brought to bear on the selection

of books for the Library. The Library Committee should be one

of the most active and interested of 211 administrative bodies

in the University.
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My dear Dr. Lome

the fact that she

.

the number of

you as to what ¢ nizht be taken in order

this ignorance =r be removed. I shall be

pleased to discuss the matter with you at any

time,

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal
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Yours faithfully,
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The deficit on the Library,
$77,000, is roughly about 3 0%
of our total annual defdicit,

It is the salary list that takes
the bulk of the expense, not the
purchase of books.

In 1906 the Library had a gros s
income or budget of barely $13,000
for all purposes other than purchase
of books ang rer iodicals,

In 1906 it hag a staff of 10,
Today it has g total staff of 54

on the salary 1ist alone and more
on the wages 1ist,
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salary appropriation by a larce amount, dut
of our very large déficit I could not this
prove of all the recommen ons you made

in salary. I agree with ;oL that thore
economy in low salaries. But there comes
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ADDRESS REPLY TO

S8ir Arthur Currile,
Principal,
MeGill Universitye.

Dear 8ir Arthur,

I regret to have to report that two of
my assistants, Miss Horne and Mise Mott, both
graduates of our Library School, have resigned
after two years' service to accept other library
positions in Montreal which offer more adequate
galaries.

May I take this opportunity of suggesting
that there is no real economy in low salaries as it
encourages frequent changes or involves the appoint-
ment of a cheaper grade of assistants than the work
of a large University Library requires. In fact, I
gshould prefer to transfer a certain amount from the
Book Fund to the Salary Account, should no increase
be possible this year, rather than run the risk of
further curtailing services which I have been trying
for ten years to build up as consistently and intell-
igently as I cane

Faithfully yours,
e 1
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University Librarian.







McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY April 26, 1229.

MINUTES OF LIBRARY STAFF MEETING, APRIL 10, 1929

A meeting of the heads of departments of the McGill
Library and Medical Library was held on Wednesday, April 10th,
to discuss the question of salaries.

A letter was read from Mrs. M., D. Carter, unavoid-
ably absent, presenting her jdeas as to salaries (see Schedule
2), and also one from Miss L. A, Young to Dr. Lomer (see
Schedule 3) drawing attention to the need for increases, in
which was included a carefully prepared schedule of the
absolute minimum cost of living for a librarian, which amount-
ed to $1,530.00 a year. It was brought out in discussion
that the cost of living was notably higher in Montreal than
elsewhere. The point was emphasized that university library
salaries should be compared with university salaries, teachers'
salaries, and those of staff nurses im hospitals, as being
professional institutions supported by public funds.

The salaries for teachers in high schools range
from $1,700.00 to $2,200. 00 a year: and it must be borne in
mind that teachers have also longer holidays and pensions.

Staff nurses receive #$840.00 to #$2,400. 00, in
addition to all living expenses and medical attendance.

Salaries in special libraries in Montreal begin at
$1,440. 00.

Salaries in Ontario have recenlly been increased,
s0 that the maximum is now well over $2,000.00.

In view of these facts it was thought that there
should be an immediate substantial increase for those who
have been on the staff for five years and over, with yearly
increase for all up to a certain maximum,

The accompanying schedule prepared by Mrs. Carter
covers all departments of work in the library and its adoption
was recommended as a satisfactory standard.




SCHEDULE &

PROPOSED SALARY SCALE, SUBMITTED BY MRS. M. D. CARTER

Assistant Librarian $2,500.00

Department Heads.. .. -+ $1,800.00 to $2,280.00
library school graduates and experience)

Senior Assistants . $1,500.00 to $1,740.00
(College graduates and one year library school or
equivalent in experience)

Junior Assistants. «es $1,200.00 to $1,440.00
(College graduate and no training or college graduate
with summer library school training or undergraduate
with one year library school training)

. § 900.00 to $1,140.00
order department - anyone
Tising from ranks of "children" - typists, etec..)
[Office training and experience]

-« $ 480.00 to § 600.00

If appointment isg made at minimum rate a definite raise each
year should occur automatically,
(Example:- $2.50 a month for pages.
5.00 ™ - " Jjunior assistants and
clerical workers
$10.00 " " senior assistants and
depar tment heads.

Scale of Increases

Department Headsg vonssaiss BhyBOCE0
1,920, 00

2,040. 00

2,160, 00

2,280.00

Senior Assistants.. . $1,500.00
1,620.00
~1,740.00

Junior Assistants.
1,260.00
1,320.00
1,380.00
1,440.00




Clerical Workers. ; 1lst year
960.00 2nd "
1,020.00 3rd
1,080.00 4+th
1,140.00 B8th

480.00 1st
510.00 2nd
540.00 3rd
570.00 4th
600.00 5th

[I should suggest that persons appointed without library trainirmg
should be reappointed on the condition that they would take
six weeks' training within a reasonable length of time,

Without any library training the persons are likely to know their
own work without having an understanding of the work of the
library as a whole. Such a situation is a detriment, not only
to the individual, but to the whole library administration,

The only other substitution for training would be that the persons
work in each department for a specified length of time.]

SCHEDULE B

ESTIMATED MINIMUM ANNUAL EXPENDITURE FOR LIBRARY ASSISTANTS IN
MONTREAL

Submitted by Miss L. A. Young 5
Month Year
Room or apartment $30. 00 $360.00
Board., 40, 00 480,00
Clothing. 300. 00
Laundry. 30. 00
Dry cleaning : 10. 00
Health (including dentist) ] 40.00
Car fare. 36. 00
Holidays 50. 00
Church and charity. 60. 00
Recreation... i e 24,00
Subscriptions, gratuities, and presents..... 50. 00
Insurance. i 60. 00

Sundries (including stationery and stamps)... 30. 00
Savings.

$1,530, 00
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19th January,

Dr. Ge.
McGill University Lidbrary,
McGill University, Montreal.

-

Dear Dr. Lomer,

-

I have your letter concerning the

Library Architect for any new duilding plans you may

have in mind, and I will bring the matter to the
attention of the Finance Committee at its next
meeting.

Very truly yours,

Acting Principal
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15th November, 1928.

Dr. G.
University

McGill

Dear Dr. Lomer,
Your letter of the 13th inst., with
reference to accommodation im the Lidbrary, has been

received. I shall be very glad indeed to come in and

look over the irary with you early next week when

Faithfully yours,
o —

Acting Principal.
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October 17th,

« LOmer,

Jniversity Librarian.

Your letter with reference to the

each Governor of an informal report

of the Library, dbrings up again a
question with whieh we had to deal several years agoe

that time it was decided that as a matter of

University poliey, permission would not be given

to departments to ciremlarize the member: of the

Board.
I shall be happy to present a
report to the members of the Board at the. next

mweting, if you care to let me have the data.

Ever Yours faithfully,

Principal
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Dear Dr, Martin,

the Library, a matter
students, is so well known that
umnary of the situation need be given,
we are carrying on,under the greatest poss-
dvantages, a condition that next year will
be quite impossible to handle, unless an extension
to the building is provided, This hasg Tepeatedly
been impressed upon the Library Committee and reported
to Corporation. Everything that the Librarian can do
has been done to alleviate the sitvation. It is no
longer a matter of internal administration. It is now
problem that can be golved only by the Finance and
uilding Committees,

-
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> extension which was built in 1921 was
intended to p ide for a normal ten years' growth.
Even under ordinary circumstances, we would be approach-
ing I that period, but we passed it at a much
' to the unforeseen development of
of Zoology (by which the University

ADDRESS REPLY TO




THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

Dr, C, F. Martin.

ag been made over $100,000.
continued development of the
of Ornithology, by the Gest Research Library,

and by the Library School, addition to this there is
an unusual growth in the annual presentations, indicating
an increased interest in the Library. Statistics showing
the growth of the Library are appended.

he richer), by the
Shearer Wood Library
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During the past year the books added
Library occupied 1,000 feet of shelving, 1In 9d
this, the Principal's stalle has been filled
of books for which there is no room plqewnere s
remaining available space +Jere will not last i
summer,
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The Graduate School has 154 students registered
this year. The Library has no. place whatever for them, It

has temporarily taken the reading m of the Blackader
Llsrﬁry of Architecture and Pn PIC ! twenty-one tables,
i "or next year.

The situation is one which reﬂuirés immediate
decision and action unless the work of the University is
to be seriously handicapped in 2ll directions involving
Library service.

Faithfully yours,

?ﬁpﬁﬁf Tt .

T

University Librarian,




THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

-

Ihe session 1918<19 marks the end of Mr, Gould's
i The present Librarian assumed office on

'Vg/,zw

It will be noted that during the ei
Iministration the circu 11ation has incre
I Ximately 14,000 to over 111,000;
readers has increased from 16, ﬂOO to
annual accessions have 1*creased from A,/OO to over 10 OOO
(maximum, 13,000), D**wny the same period the number of
students registered in t e University has increased from
approximately 900 to ov 2,000, so that while the number

2
of students has dou 1'\18(1 t e circulation has increased to
6.70 times as much,
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The Library is g to capacity in every
department and further serw n be expected only if
£

provision is made for exten building, staff, and
funds. The sta tistics prove the utmost has been done
with the plant Provided.,

Yea +8tudents Circulation Readers Accessions Cards filed

1918-19 897 3,966 16,869 4,706
1819-20 1,151 16,580 30,45 5,673
1920-21 1,781 49,723 40, 4~~ 6,396
1931-22 1,887 71,279 4u,o7o 10,420
19223-23 2,061 76,624 53,429 12,017
1983-24 1,978 81,701 50,532 13,103
1924-25 2,002 66,936 49, 800 12,2586
1935-26 1,957 84,847 58, 888 11,503
12268-27 ,108 100, 383 68,402 8, 617
1927-38 2,246 111,527 74,064 10,0

+Excluding Medicine snd Macdonald College.
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January 11, 1933.

W.P. Percival, M.A.,Ph.D.,
Director of Protestant Education,
Quebec.

Dear Dr.Percival:

We have been so busy sending out libraries
that we have not had time to report to you before.
You will be pleased to know that we have already sent
22 school libraries containing about 1,200 books and
have spent approximately $150.00 on new books for these
1ibraries. You will see that this is a large percentage
of our yearly grant which covers both General and School
Libraries.

Unfortunately, we have just been notified that
our appropriation for the year has been cut $500.00, and
it seems as though we should have to curtail our work
among the schools just when its expansion seemed fully
assured. Do you think that your Department would consider
helping us in this emergency by making any additional
grant beside the $100.00 which you have given us for the
last few years?

You wil] remember that we have extended the
privileges to the schools in allowing them to keep the
libraries for 6 monthe without any additional fee, and this,
of course, involves the buying of more books, as they are
rarely exchanged during the school term.

We would like to draw your attention to the
fact that some of the Secretary-Treasurers of the School
Boarde have refused to sign the application forms and the
feachers have taken the responsibility themselves, but, we feel
that in some cases, the libraries have not been ordered on
this account. We are enclosing an application form and would
like to know if your Department would authorize us to send
the Libraries and take full responsibility without demanding
signatures from them. It is really only a matier of form
and we have only lost one library in over 20 years.

Hoping you will give this matter your helpful
consideration.

With kind regards,

(8igned) E. G. Hall,

Librarian,
Trav.Lib.Dept.
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May 4, 1933.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I shall be glad to have your opinion as to the policy
which we should pursue in our Traveling Library Department
with regard to work with schools.

The alternatives are these:

1. To refuse all applications from schools and
terminate all book service of this kind.

2. To continue to develop school library service
(with a view to demonstrating the desirability

of school libraries) and ask for a financial
contribution from the Department of Education
for country schools and from the Protestant
Board of School Commissioners for the city
schools.

Your opinion will be based partly upon the relations
between the University and these two educational bodies - g
relation about which I have no knowledge. The other factors
concern the Traveling Library Department, and for your inform-
ation I summarise these briefly:

1. The Traveling Library Department was established
a8 a memorial by the McLennan family in 1901, but
the original funds proved insufficient and annual
contributions have been made by Miss McLennan.
This year, however, a contribution of $500.00 has
been withdrawn - possibly only temporarily.

The Traveling Libraries were originally sent
throughout the whole Dominion from British Columbia
to Labrador and Newfoundland. They encouraged
certain localities to establish local libraries

and the McGill Traveling Library System was copied
in some of the provinces. /

Gk By (L b, v o r i iV,
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LIBRARIAN

Sir Arthur Currie.

As a result, we have withdrawn service from
provinces or localities which are now self-
sufficient and have concentrated on the Tre-
maining sections of Canada, and have tried
to follow the example of state library
commissions in the United States in the
present definite movement to establish
school libraries.

Accordingly quite a few years ago we began to
bring the attention of the Traveling Libraries
to the schools, and have had exhibits in the
High S8chool during the Teachers' Conventions
and explained the system at Macdonald College
to the regular classes and in the short special

courses.

As a result, the effect is being felt, and we
have at present sixty libraries sent to schools
which would otherwise be without this equipment.

About ten years ago, through the efforts of

Miss Carrie Derick, the Department of Education
agreed to pay half the fees (the normal fee is

$4.00 for a box of forty volumes for four months)
for libraries sent to schoole in the Province of
Quebec. In 1928 Dr. Parmelee obtained a grant

of $100.00 a year for this purpose, and Dr. Percival,
on his appointment, agreed to continue this
contribution, which at that time was sufficient

for the number of libraries sent to schools.

The inorease in the number of libraries and the
necessity of buying new books (in addition to the
reduction in revenue of $500.00 already referred
to) makes it impossible to balance our budget
without an additional grant from the Department
of Education and the Protestant Board of School
Commissioners.
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Sir Arthur Currie.

Miss Hall, who is in charge of the Traveling
Library Department, brought this matter to the
attention of the Board in a letter dated
January 11th, (a copy of which I attach to

this memorandum) but at the meeting of the
Board the request was tabled, and I understand
that there was some criticism about this request

for funds coming from McGill. At this point the
matter now stands.

My personal opinion is that the educational authorities
have shown a lack of appreciation of their responsibilities in
providing book equipment for the schools in this province and
city and that they have assumed a narrow and unco-operative
attitude in regard to the entirely disinterested efforts of
the McGill Traveling Library Department to aid and encourage
them in improving the condition of the schools in respect to
reading facilities for teachers and pupils.

I trust that the above facts may give you sufficient
information, but if there are any further details you require,
Miss Hall and I will be glad to supply them.

Faithfully yours,

University Librarian.
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S8ir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear 8ir Arthur:

With reference to our recent conversation
on the subject of the future policy of the Traveling
Library Department, I enclose a brief memorandum of
the present situation, together with a statement from
the Comptroller showing the financial condition of
this Department. I shall be glad if you will bring
these to the attention of the school authorities at
their next meeting,

Faithfully yours,

- lm’@%r
B i
- A i I
E——

University Librarian.




McGILL UNIVERSITY TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS:

1. The Traveling Library Department was founded in 1901
primarily for the distribution of traveling libraries
t has for the past twenty years been supplying a
certain number of these to schools and has borne all
the charges involved, except the fee.

b

Since 1929-30 the Department has received $100.00
annually from the Department of Education to cover
half the fees of libraries sent to schools. This
amount was originally established by Dr. Parmelee
and was continued by Dr. Percival.

Though the sending of libraries to schools has involved
the purchase of books not already in the Traveling
Library Department, no provision has been made to defray
this expense, even in part, and the use of funds for
this purpose has, in consequence, reduced the supply of
books for other purposes.

The Traveling Library Department has tried for many

years by exhibitions at teachers' conventions, by talks
to teachers in training at Macdonald College, and by
personal circulars to encourage the development of

school libraries, and has followed the recommendations

of the committees of the National Educational Association
and of the American Library Association appointed to
develop this aspect of library service,

The funds of the Traveling Library Department have been
reduced through the depreciation in the income from the
original endowment from $1,070.00 in 1928 to $850.00 in
1932, and by the withdrawal of an annual donation of
$500.00 by one of the founders.

IT IS THEREFORE RECOMMENDED THAT:

: o The University ask the Department of Education and the
Protestant Board of School Commigsioners whether, in
view of the four-year demonstration of the value of
libraries in the schools, this service should not be
established as a legitimate part of the school educational
work of the Province and City of Montreal and that the
supply of books from the Traveling Library Department
henceforth cease,




Should these educational authorities desire the
continuance of the service of the Traveling Libra
Department, an amount of not less than $1,000.00 nor
more than %2,000.00 should be contributed annually
for the purchase of books and the distribution of
libraries to schools,

That, failing the adoption of the responsibility

for school libraries, either in toto or through a
contribution of funds, on the part of the educational
authorities, the Traveling Library Department give
notice that it can no longer supply libraries to
schools,

May 10, 1933,




COPY

TRAVELLING LIBRARIES

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE (COMPARATIVE)

Estimated
INCOME 1828-29 1929-30 1930-31 1931-32 1932-33

Credit Balance, June 1lst 8.3

Miss McLennan, Permanent Trust 480.00 480.00 480.00 480.00
do. Annusl Donation 250.00 500.00 1,000.00 500.00

Provincial Grant 100.00 100.00 100.00

Contributions 100.00 100.00

Revenue from Endowment 1,070.60 1,086.12 1,066.01 951.98

Miscellaneous (Fees etc.) 777 .36 839.76 748.87 712.02

Total Income 2,677.96 3,105.88 3,394.88

EXPENDITURE

Dr. Balance, June lst 406.33 238.02 506.31

Salaries 1,205.00 1,758.33 1,700.00 1,700.00 1,545.00
Books 838.21 1,137.35 717.73 414.61 68l1.60
Freight and Expenses 4668.44  478.49 464.61 399.69

Total Fxpenditure 2,915.98 3,612.19 3,388.65 2,514.30
W

Surplus 6.33 235.93
Deficit 238.03 506.31 101.16




McGILL DIEITERS ITY

TRAVELLING LIBRARIES

Statement of Income and Expenditure to March 3lst, 1933.

April 20th,1933.

INCOME - Credit balance May 31st,19323 235.00
Miss McLennan - Permanent Trust 480.00
Provincial Grant - not yet received to-date 100.00
Revenue from Endowment - Estimated 850.00

- 1,665.00
(Original Budget from Income $2,165.00 to be
divided as follows:- Salaries 1,545.00
Books 620.00
but due to cancellation of Miss McLennan's
special contribution the Appropriation
for books is reduced to $120.00)

EXPENDITURE - To March 3lst, 1933

Books 573.98
Outstanding Orders 42.98 616.986

Salaries - Paid and Pledged to May 31s8t,1933 1,545.00 2,161.96

Overexpended . . . $ 208.98
S —

TRAVELLING LIBRARIES FREIGHT ACCOUNT — Surplus to March 3lst, 270.42

o e

TRAVELLING LIBRARY EXTENSION - Surplus to March 3lst, 37.50

TRAVELLING LIBRARY SPECIAL FUND

Donation by Mrs. F.D. Adams, April 4th 100.00
" Miss Winnifred Munderloh, April 8th, 75.00

CREDIT BALANCE . . . . .$175.00
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1 RECEIVED ||
Department of Education || unse o |
Quebee, P. Q. || ANSWERED

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE

SUPERINTENDENT
When replying please give LIONEL BERGERON

W. P. PERCIVAL at the head of your letter
this number. FRENCH SECRETARY AND

ENGLISH SECRETARY, DEPUTY DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT, DEPARTMENT.
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT Replies should be addressed
EDUCATION. to ““The Superintendent of
Education, Quebec, P. Q.”

22nd, 1933

Sir Arthur Currie,
MeGill University,
Montreal, P.Q.

Dear Sir:=
I have reeeived your letter of June 10th.

The Protestant Committee did not see its way clear
to establishing Travelling Libraries or to make a substantial
grant towards the funds of the MeGill Travelling Libraries
at the present time. However, in view of the fact that the
number of Libraries sent out this year has exceeded the
anticipated maximum the Committee authorized me to say that
the amount of $2 per Library would be paid for the current
session up to the maximum of $120, I am sending today a
che%ue for $120 to the head of the Travelling Library Depart-
ment,

Before your last letter arrived I had made arrange-
ments to diseuss this matter further with the chairman of the
Protestant Committee because of its importance. Unfortunately,
I was unable to see him on the occasion of my last visit to
Montreal, It is with regret that I learn that it is now too
laﬁe ?nd that you have decided to curtail this service to
schools,

I can assure you that the system of libraries which
has been built up in the schools has been of very great
service and any substantial retrenchment made by MeGill
will be a severe handicap.

5 When your plans have been executed I shall be
M pleased to learn the extent of the restriction.

Yours truly,

|

Ve 2 T —

Director of Protestant Education
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The Travelling Library Department was founded
in 1901, primarily for the dist “..;“n of travelling
libraries. It has for the na vyears been supplying
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charges involved, except the fee charged in each case for
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Department of Education
Quebet, P. Q.

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE

SUPERINTENDENT

When replying please give LIONEL BERGERON

W. P. PERCIVAL at the head of your letter
this number. FRENCH SECRETARY AND

ENGLISH SECRETARY, DEPUTY DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT, DEPARTMENT.
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT Replies should be addressed

EDUCATION. to “The Superintendent of
Education, Quebec, P. Q.”
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MONTREAL,
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McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRAEY

REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY
BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY
TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT . LIBRARY SCHOOL

MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH. D.

LIBRARIAN C:‘er\te"ber

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,

\r

McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

In accordance with your suggestion yesterday
based upon the Faculty of Arts Survey Report, I have cal-
culated the seating capacity and cost of egquipment necessary

to turn the Gallery of the Reading Room into a room for
graduate work.

The total cost for the thirty-six desks and
chairs would be $758 plus 8171.

I enclose a plan showing the proposed re-
arrangement of the space now used for exhibition purposes.

Faithfully, yours

’

4 " £ ¢

reity Librarian.

GRL/AC
Encl.







-. McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY
BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY
TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT - LIBRARY SCHOOL

MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH. D.
LIBRARIAN

September 23, 1231

S8ir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

With further reference to the Gallery of
the Reading Room, I quoted this morning on deskes of the
style apparently aporoved by the Faculty of Arts Survey

Committee.
An alternative would be the provisgsion of

kitchen tables similar to those used for the past two
years by graduate students. These may be obtained at
$4.25 each, or $153.00 for the three dozen, (wholesale
price probably lower). Chaire at #1.50 each can be ob-
talned, or #54.00 for the three dozen.

: This cheavest provision of the equipment
would amount to $207.00.

Faithfully, yqurs,

o et

‘Tﬁﬁﬁ%rsity Librarian.




- .McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY
BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY . THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY
TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT - LIBRARY SCHOOL

MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH. D.

e September 23rd

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
MeGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

With reference to the Faculty of Arts Survey
Report, which you read to me yesterday, there are one or two
pointe which might be kept in mind for any further considera-
tion of thisg subject.

In the first place, the Library Byilding is
not the library of the Faculty of Arts, but is the University
Librery, and was so established when the building was con-
structed in 1892. It has housed, in addition to the general

collection, the books used by the Faculty of Law, the Faculty
of Medicine, and the Faculty of Applied Science. The gradusl
provision of library space by these three Faculties in their
own buildings has served to postpone a congestion inevitable
in any growing library.

The Faculty of Arts is the only Faculty that
has not had the foresight to provide library space within
its own walls, though the Arts Building was the latest to be
reconstructed. The present lack of space may conceivably be
charged to their own failure to follow the example of other
Faculties within the University.

I may take it for granted that you will in-
struct me as to whether you wish a statement from the Library
point of view on the various sugcestions and criticisms made
in this Survey Renort. There are certain contradictions and
inconsistencies which are obvious even in a hasty hearing
such as I had yesterday.

The actual conditions in the Library will be
apparent to you when you undertake to vigit it as you promised,
and I am relying upon your observation of conditions to convince
you of what seem to me to be ill-considered proposals.

Fait % 37ours y
e (f ’Ae.f—“;.‘_,:}‘;) g i i
&ﬂ’ ";.-M Ea
Upiwersity Librarian.




McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D. ApI'll bth,

Mrs.Mclurray,
Principal's Office,
McGill University.

Dear Mrs.Mcliurray:

We beg to confirm the figures
given you over the telephone in regard to funds
allotted to the Chemistry Department and the Physics
Department:-

Baillie Fund (Chemistry Department)
Books - $400.00
Continuations, etc. - 625.00

Amount allowed from our
General Book Fund for
periodicals. - 50.00

Physics Appropriation
Books - $300.00
Continuations, etc. == 31500

Amount allowed from our
General Book Fund for
periodicals. B ae T EESTAL

Hoping this information is what you
require,.

Faithfully yours,
ORDER DEPARTMENT,
OPH/IB. per: OR/Vaiicushy.
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REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY
BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY
TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT - LIBRARY SCHOOL

MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH. D. A.Dril 8 1932 +
LIBRARIAN = %

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
lcGill Univeresity,

Dear Sir Arthur:

I trust that you will not object to my
disagreeing with your description of the Library at
the last meeting of the Committee when you referred
to 1t as the "Library of the Faculty of Arte." This

xpression originated, I believe, in the unofficial
and somewhat biased report made by a few members of
the Faculty of Arts a year or two ago, and it fails

to take account of the whole policy of the Library
during the last twelve years - namely, that it is

the Library of the whole University and that its
point of view is broader than that of any one faculty.

In view of the public service which the
University renders to the community, and its progress-
ive educational poliey in the City and Province, I feel
that it is particularly important that such an instrument
of this policy as the Library should not be limited by
any attempt to restrict itg gervices chiefly to one
faculty.

I do not need to remind you that the Blacker
Library of Zoology and the Blackader Library of Architecture,
which are large and important sections of the Library, do
not primarily concern the Faculty of Arts, and that the
Gest Chinese Research Library, which contains about a




THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY
S0

8ir Arthur Currie.

quarter of our total number of volunmes, is a reference
library for all who may care to use it. The Traveling
Library Department has for over a quarter of a century
been doing pioneer work throughout the whole of the
Dominion, and the Library School has also broken new
ground and supplied a need not otherwise met.

The growing circulation and increased refer-
ence use of the Library, and the long continued and hearty
co-operation of the University Book Club, which could
easily double its membership if we had room for it, all
go to show the continuity and breadth of wider work of
the Library, which can best be represented by saying that
the Library is the Library of the whole University.

An examination of the control of college and
university libraries shows 3ngiﬁggglix.ggnirnl_is_mast
common in the smallest and Ieast progressive colleges,

€pres control increases in proportion

o
to the size and is greatest in the largest libraries. The
McGill Library has consistently tried to embody the pro-
gressive ideas of librarianship, and further improvements
at present are limited only by lack of funds and space,
not by unwillingness or a narrow vision of what might be
done at McGill.

Faithfully yours,

University Librarian.
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CANADA
BUSINESS REPLY CARD

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE PRINTED ON THIS SIDE

McAinsh & Co. Limited
4 to 12 College Street

Toronto 2
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FINAL REMINDER! LAST CHANCE!

This is to remind you that until March 31st. it will be possible for you
to secure a FREE copy of the PRACTJCAL STANDARD DICTIONARY
and also a set of the HOME UNIVERS!TY with your order for Encyclo-

paedia Britannica.

March 31st. is the final date.

Please reserve for me a set of Britannica, New Form, with Free Premiums
as above [] Cloth [J Half Morocco. | await your reply.

Send no money.
Sign and mail INGmE oo sl aiae smantanu et o oo B
before midnight

March 31st.
i Address




DEALERS IN GOOD BOOKS SINCE 1885

McAinsH & Co.LiMiTED
470 12 COLLEGE STREET
TORONTO

March 10th, 1927

Sir Arthur William Currie, G.C.M.G
McGill University,
Montreal, Que,

Dear Sir:

Will you kindly accept with the publishers
compliments a little set of books, edited by Dr. John H.
Finley, and published by Doubleday, Page & Co., Garden
City, New York, entitled "The University Library."

I take the Lliberty of sending the set to
you today by prepaid éxpress in the hope that you may now
and again, in the pages of these handy volumes, find a
half hour's entertainment.

We are about to assume the control of "The
University Library" in Canada, and we think of offering
it by mail to families who are without the advantages of
library or bookstore. Would you care to express an opinion
as to the suitability of this set for distribution among
our Canadian people, and especially having in view the
Adult Education Movement.

You will notice that vol.xxv contains a bio-

graphical index.

Very sincerely yours, )

¥V

;;ég£4/¢,¢41,;ff

President




Margh 18th, 1927,

D, T, MclAlinsh, Esg.,

President, Meiinsh & Co. Limited,
to 12 College Street,

Toronte, Onte.

Dear Sir:-
Let me acknowledge the courtesy
which prompted you to forward me the series of
volumes published by Doudbleday, Page & Co., entitled
"The University Library".

You have paid me
of asking me to give my views as to the
of this set for distribution zmong our
reople. I regret that 1 cannot express
opinion of the collection. In fact I see nothing in
rarticular to recommend this set. I hope you don't
mind me writing so frankly, but I feel it would not
be fair to this University if I gave expression to
approval ,which would, no doudbt, be used for canvass-
ing purposes. L

In view of this adverse opinion
I presume you would prefer that I should retura the
set to you, and this I am doing.

Yours faithfully,

Principsal,
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LIBRARIAN
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DEALERS IN GOOD Books SINCE 1885

McAinsH & Co. LimiTeED
4 TO 12 COLLEGE STREET
TORONTO

March 22nd, 1927

Sir Arthur W. Curri -
McGill University,
Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir:

In venturing to send you a set of the "Univer-
sity Library" I took the liberty to ask you to express
@ candid opinion of the merits of this set, and I
therefore appreciate your prompt and courteous response,
and your willingness to devote time to the examination
of the books.

Please be assured that under any Circumstance,
to use your letter without permission, no matter how
cormendatory, would be considered by us a breach of or-
dinary business ethics.

It is likely that we shall sell this book by
mail, operating especially among the younger men who have
not had the advantages of a university education. If the
"University Library" had met with your approval for the
purpose indicated, we should certainly have been pleased.

Sincerely yours,
M e
7 M2

T/FB ' )1 4
President




M :
U A ersusel ul,

McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY
BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT
THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY

MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D.,
LIBRARIAN

o
-

yir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University,.

ir Arthur,

+

OO oD
e

Even the basement
crowded with duplicat
irﬁediate value.
and sale of some
in the mp“ntiﬂe,
orage of uncatalog
flOGI‘ Of‘ the StdC’A
ter Library Schoo

»

I
Qs Oa
o

2 s

5o H
=
® @
H

e

50 e
o

,_,
—
ct
@)
(o T~ o |
B o
M (=3 |-I_,
2 cF Hh Si‘ b
-
B

+
»
Q
A
4
(4]
O
H

cf‘ (6]
i) )
()]

i

e D
o e S
0

QO <«
H

WO BE®mO®

Hh O O
3

O
=

»»O
-3 o 1 = |

H
(@ ]

o B3

It has occurred to me that possibly you would
be willing to allow the use of another room in your
ables for the purpose of storing duplicates and other
material of minor value. In this way three steps would
be accomplished:

1. s < ne ! corridor next to
: . ‘ Ol sﬁ@d ied and the

ion of one floor of the stack would be
sed for the proper storage of valuable

would be provided for the Library
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This is to report to you that, with Professor
Corbett, the Law Representative on the Library Commit?ee,
1 examined the storage accommodation which you have kindly
offered for the Law books now unsatisfactorily and inaccess-
ibly stored in the Stadium,

We found that the large room on the gsecond floor
at the southern end of the stables would prove satisfactory,
as it is large, high, dry, and fireproof., The only dis-
advantages, and these can possibly be easlly remedied by
Mr, Lawrence, are the lack of light and heat. I am taking
up these matters with Mr, Lawrence and will report to you
the probable cost of the cheapest kind of wooden shelving,
the installation of electric lighting and, possibly, enough
heating to keep the room above freezing point.

Thanking you for your kind offices in this matter,
which are especially appreciated in this emergency,

I am,

Faithfully yours,

University Librarian,
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Rev.Professor Oswald W, Howard,
Secretary to the Faculty

the Joint Theological Colleges,
450 Lansdowne Avenue,
Westmount, Ps Qo

Dear Dr. Howard,

wWill you please ask your
Faculty to consider a request I now make on behalf
of MceGill University, to allow us to borrow some
space for book storage in the bagsement of the new
Divinity Hall now under process of comnstruction?

You are probadbly aware
of the congested state of our Library. In fact,
such 1s the condition in that respect that some of
our books are now stored in the garage in the rear
of the Principal's Residence. 1 understand that
in your mew building there is a largo space in the
basement reserved as a book stack, but which cannot
be used by the Theological Colleges for many YyOarss

I hope that you may be able
to oblige us in this respect, and we shall remain pro-
foundly grateful,

Tver yours faithfully,

Principal,




‘e S« Campbell, Esq.,
JSecretary of the Joint Board
of the Theological Colleges,
MeGlll University.

Will you ask your Board %o
consider a request I now make on behal? of MeGill

s

University, to allow us to borrow some space for

book storage in the basement of the mew Divinity
Hall now under process of consgtruction?

You are probably aware of
the congested state of our Library. In fact,
such is the condition in that respect that some
of our books are now stored in the garage in the
rear of the Principal®s Residence. I understand
that in your new building there is a large space
in the basement reserved as a book stack, which
cannot be used by the Theological Colleges for
many yoears.

I hope that you may be able

to oblige us in this respect, and we shall remain
profoundly grateful,

Ever yours faithfully,




Replying %o
8th with reference to the poss
borrowing space for
of the new Divinity
early application.
to Hur. and

Dre Ge Re LOmer,
Librarian,
Redpath Library
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THE MONTREAL LITHOGRAPHING COMPANY

LIMITED
925 ONTARIO ST. EAST

MONTREAL August 25, 1930.

Sir Arthur Currie
Principal,

McGill University,
Montreal s, Que,

’

Dear 8Sir:

I have your letter of August 13th
in reference to book storage space in the base-
ment of new Divinity Hall.

As far ¢ X » at present there
should be no difficu: in ] ing you have some
space,

I will submit your letier to our
Board of Governors at their next meeting,
o

Yours very/ Aruly,

[/ AN
/ 4 o g

|

/V
e

vy
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8ir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear 8ir Arthur,

For your information I enclose copies of
recent correspondence regarding our application for
permission to use the basement stack of the new
Divinity Hall.

Should permission be granted during my
absence, arrangements have been made to proceed

immediately with the transfer of books.

Faithfully yours,

’ /
(>/>< (2 D

————

University Librarian.




McGill University Library

March 4, 19831

Rev. Professor Oswald W. Howard,
Secretary to the Faculty of the
Joint Theological Colleges,
450 Lansdowne Avenue,

Westmount, PsQe

Dear Dr., Howard,

With reference to the correspondence which

gir Arthur Currie had with you last August regarding
a request of the part of this University for the
privilege of using temporarily the basement stack of
Divinity Rell;mey /I 8Bk,"\ig the Ebsence of /the Prin-
cipal, whetNeT ydur Committde NaF \approyed/thls request
and, if sb) if ¥t id posgible| to gay a¢f ‘eppfoximately
what ‘date} the builfiing will be finighedy /

& & BEL A8 \. (

g q

| [ Faithfullly |yours,

e

University Librarian.




March 6, 1931

G. R. Lomer, Esq., M.A., Ph.D.,
Librarian

McGill Upiversity.

Montreal.

Dear Dr. Loumer,

Your letter of the 4th instant regarding
Sir Arthur Currie's request that McGill "should have
temporary use of the basement stack of Divinity Hall
for the gfggigg\pgﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁ?;Qﬁﬁzﬁé?hyﬁﬁ;y regetved.

{1 L‘EB"n;‘1'.‘}e<:eip§’t;§c:f}Sir;{ﬁﬁtﬁ N\ Qufrie's letter
last authmn, I brought fhe (mbtted before the Joint Faculty
of the Thgological Colleges. LIt /whs thed thought that no
action cpuld be taken i? view.of #he fact that Divinity
Hall was| |at that|time, |vedy| far from 3o¢p1etion. I shall
ey | leeting of the Fg-

W ~Rope~that _#he Faculty willl|be able to make
a recommendation to the Board of Governors in regard to
your request.

bring thégmaxie R ' 4t| the next

I notice that you speak of the Y temporary"
use of the basement stack. Personally, I should be very
glad if such a request should be granted.

I shall write you again as soon as any
action is taken by the Fgculty and Joint Board,

Yours very sincerely,
(Signed) Oswald Howard

Secretary.




March 24, 1931

DT, @, R. Lomer, PhD.,
Redpath Library,
McGill University.
Montreal.

Dear Dr. Lomer:

At yesterday's meeting of the Joint Faculty
of the Montreal Theological Colleges, 1 Tread your letter in
regard to obtaining the temporary use of the basement stack
of Divinity Bedi—fer gersain beoks-belquging tp-McGill Uni-
versity. R e N T8 e 8 08 B O B R /-

R \
i

{4} The ﬁaculty‘reqpestsgme”iquﬁvise you that
the building is as yet|far fiom [finipHhed; Wogeover, we do
not know prdcisely what use| we/ may Halke of | the basement for
ourselves; dolisequently no fgqfifiTE& @nswer|cpn as yet be
given to your|communilcdtionl } Your request|will receive

further congide¥ation,at & lgtpy date.

o sarv tlan | S |

Yours very truly,

(Signed) Oswald Howard.




Mgrch 25 >

Rev, Professor Oswald W. Howard,
Secretary to the Faculty of tae
Joint Theological Colleges,
450 Lansdowne Avenue,

Westmount.

Dear Dr, Howard,

Thank you for your letter of Marech 24
notifying me of~jhe~consideration-ghich the Joint Fgculty
of the MonyTezl) Theodogical |Cedlegels\has givgn to our re-
gtgck of Divinity
g A

quest for| germiEdipr to use the baskmink
Hally | ® BESEHE R

A Of Sir|Arthu¥™® petury [ shall notify
him as to the prasent sifuatipfi afid I ad pure that we
shall both(look fog‘v(?%'d ta Bepring, at 4 later date, that
it will ossible TOT ug to make tempqrary use of the
gpace in question. . . b

Faithfully yours,

University Librarian.
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UfIversity




geo me this
agaia the
or“ry of shelf space
_Ji.zni y Hall, I mote
ts the ¢ on ¥March 6th
the matter up 2%
and hoped that

w t0o grant the Unil-
versity tae tu.ﬂuiw

7 use of the basement stack
for the ch-needed storf;* for our overfleow books,
Then on J;rch 24%h you wrote again saying that
the matter would have to be deferred until the
building was fin

Sﬂc»&a

next m
& rocomn

Now that Divinity Hall is open,
will you de good encugh to ssk the Joimt Board
to grant this favour? Dr. Lomer understands that

& considerable amount of

shelf space will be unused
for a year or two.

yours faithfaully,

Principal.




McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY
BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY
TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT - LIBRARY SCHOOL

MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH. D.
LIBRARIAN




THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY




or. Qewnld
secretary,
Joint Board of the Th
450 Lanedownbe Avenus,

+

¥estmount, P.5
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I : -} i ! i \ : V
& LAth relpiehoe the\ reherous vermission
of the J a¥Yt b Je! T Holleces in znewer

to Sir 2 Qurtik’s .ﬂi‘;;miar’the l2de of 8 part of the
bapevent| gtz Thithe wilivinity H@llﬁgI wish %0 exvress

cur very!8eev $vpd Gistop pf the timely lassistance which

you ‘gyxe A 3 v 2 ‘“‘ i y yweﬁ ¥

Efter havine seen the ghelving in question,
gugzest that we take advantage of this space immediste-
on the following condltions, whioh I $rust will mest with
g avproval of the Baagrd:

Two double stasks ana one #ingle 8tack will be avail-
able with a etorawe gontent of between tén - fifteen
thousand ‘volumes.

The space will be available for our use for thres
yeare, at the end of which the contimuance or %he
loan may be considersd by the Joint Hoard.

The booke vlaeed on the shelves will be at the risk
of the University, by which {nsurance will be oarried
On sush books in etorace.

Booke reguired by the Universlity Library will be galled
fOr by the Library meagenger who.vill be suthorirzed 1)
"ithd vaw the Books from the ghelves. '

1% is proposed thats the books on Theology and Chureh
History in the Redpsth Library buildineg »ill be anong
the first vlaced an the shelves in Divinity Hall, and
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Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

At its regular quarterly meeting held
yesterday, the Library Committee considered the
possibility of obtaining permission to use the
David Morrice Hall in the Presbyterian College as
an extension to the Reading Room of the Redpath
Library, and the suggestion was made that possibly
Moyse Hall might be placed at the disposal of the
Presbyterian College for its convocations.

As this matter was left in your hands for
further action, I am sending you this memorandum of
the proposal of the Library Committee.

Faithfully yours,

¢
A R NS BT T P

University Librarian.
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THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE
(AFF!LIATED TO MCGILL UNIVERS!TY)
MONTREAL




THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE
MONTREAL

Sir Arthur Currie,
MeGill University,
Montreal

Dear Sir:
RE: DAVID MORRICE LIBRARY
THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MONTREAT

A letter from you was read to the College

Board some few weeks ago by Prineipal lMackenzie, and a
Committee was appointed to look into the matter.

I have taken communication of a letter from
the late David Morrice, dated November 23rd, 1880, to
Prineipal MaeViear, from whieh the following is an
extract:

"I have resolved, after mature consideration of the
"whole matter, to ereect for the purposes of the
"College only,a Convoeation hall, and suitable
"library buildings, with a much needed new Dining
"hall and twenty-five or thirty new Dormitories

ne

for the use of the Students.”

Under the circumstances, after conferring with
Mr. Wme J. Morrice, we have come to the conclusion that
the matter should not be taken up until Principal Mac-
kenzie's return to Montreal.

Yours very truly,
I/P
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THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE
(AFFILIATED TO MCGILL UNIVERSITY)

MONTREAL

October 7th.1952.

3ir Arthur W.Currie,
McGill University,
Montreal,Que.

Dear Sir Arthur Currie:-

At a meeting of our Board of

last evening,your request regard-

¢ David Morriece Hall was carefu71"
considered. I am glad to be able to tell you,that
the Board is most sympathetic in the matter and
wishes to do everything possible in order to meet
the need of the University for additional reading
room for the Students. They feel,that while it may T
inconvenience ,there is no 1nsu'brab7e obstacle in
the way, and a Committee was appointed,of which
Mr.D.M.Rowat is Ci dlrmdn ta discuss the details of
the proposition with *eprcspntat1VCs whom you may
appoint,and with authority to issue the matter if
satisfactory arrangements can be made,so that there
may e the least possiovle delay in Jaar taking
possession.

Management  held

|
ing the use of th

The hope was expressed that it
might be found possible to hold our Opening and
Closing Convocations in the David Morrice Hall as
before.This means a great deal to many friends of the
College,who do not relish the idea of having these
functions held elsewhere.




It seems to me that it would not be really dif-
ficult to arrange this,because any furniture that
you would bring into the hall,apart from the book
shelves,could be removed easily and replaced after-
wards,and the book cases themselves would not inter-
fere seriously with the accomodation of a Convoca-

tion audience.

I am very hopeful that we can work
this out to the satisfaction of all concerned,and
I am much gratified by the feeling shown by our
Board in the whole discussion. There was absdlute
unanimity in the matter. 1 am informing Dr.Lomer
also of the action taken.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.
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October 286+

Reverend Dr. ¥ 3¢ . Mackenzie
’
Principal, Pres erian College,

T

Montreal,

My dear Prinecipal,

Let m» <thank you for the trouble you
have %aken in getting together wvour Committee, to
consider whether or not the David Morrice Hall could
be made avai lable to MeCill University, to be used

O T 2 e *  WITEY T
for Library purposes.

Lomer tells me that your Committee
Ia

suggest a rental of Two Hundred Dollars per month, whieh
would include : heat

eat and cleaning, the agreement
to be for one only, and the Presbyterian College
to reserve the r to use the Hall any time at 48
hours® notice.

When we add to this expenditure the
amount we would have to spend %o instal proper lights,
Plus the ecost of the necessary furniture and the salaries
for Supervision, we find 41t is more than we ean afford,
and therefore there is nothing to do but to tell you thmt

We cannot make use of the Hall on the terms whieh your
Commi ttee offer Uus.

Once more thanking you for the trouble
you have takem in the ma tter,

I am,

Ever yours faithfully

Principal




THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE
(AFFILIATED TO MCGILL UNIVERSITY)

MONTREAL




ALEX® BISSETT

LONDON: & S COTTISH

ASSURANCE CORPORATION: LiMITED:

ESTABLISHED 862

HEAD OFFiICE FOR CANADA — NORTHERN BUILDING

CORNER OF ST. JOHN, HOSPITAL, & ST. ALEXIS STREETS

MonNTREAL. i

LETTERS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED

TO THE MANAGER FOR CANADA -4

7th Novegber,
¥

2l g e w. N T ' F ¥

Sir Arthur V. Currie, C.G.M.G.,K.C.B.,LL]
?rincipal, MeGill University, :
Montreal.

r Arthur Carrie:- \\\ ¥ "“””"'n'>
On my return from .a trg;\?b\»mﬂ_w/’////
West your letter addressed to Dr Mackenzie with
to the proposed use of the David Mdorrice Hall

MeGill University has been brought to my attention. I

sorry if the terms submitt 7 the Board are regarded

you as being mewhs I would like to make
clear to you that ar as ti - g the Presbyterian
College is concerned i va - lesire to meet the require-
ments of MeGill as far as possible. The
down in our letter were really tentative a our thought was
that they would form a basis for discussion if that was
necessary. The Committee who met your Mr Bentley tried to
convey this thought and my purpose in writing to you is to
make that quite clear.

If there is any suggestion which

you have to offer I will be very glad to take it up promptly

with the College Board. Might I add that it is the desire




L. & S. A. CORP'N LTD. (CONTINUED)

v

to have as

University as possi

the David Morrice

step in this di

ours very truly,

. /) Y
aL'Ur /\LUM—L/«,,}\A/

Chairmam”
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1 4

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D.,

LIBRARIAN February 18, 1929,

Dr, Co F, Martin,
Acting Principal,
McGill University,

Dear Dr., Martin,

Referring to your letter of January 31st
I shall be glad to accept your offer of the old
Animal House for book storage for the present, since
no better accommodation can apparently be provided.

Will you be so good as to ask Mr, MacFarlane

to let Miss Haddow know when the building will be ready
for occupation ?

Faithfully yours,

University Librarian,

’/u‘/f}‘;
%7 0.V
b

ADDRESS REPLY TO




February, 1929.

1ike
availability of other
the Biological Building

iours sincerely

vy - [
W. Maofarlane,
& amA 2 Jaoy \ - . :
srintending nsey

MeGill University.
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GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D.,
LIBRARIAN

thus released

2 -+
gsectlions o

ADDRESS REPLY TO




THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY
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30th January)
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soon be vacant.




Lomer,

-

I remenber the guestion
ago about the ¢ld numbers of th

and in looking for somethins else the

the GCoverhors' Minute Books I came agross

ieeting of October 30, 1897, it
"That t} h

vas

I 3
30, RESOLVED
pleagure lr., Richard

he Board accepts wit
7hite’s kind offer to place in the University
Library the early volummes of the

and agrees to hold the same

#hite and his heirs, upon the

they shall be returnsd a% his or the

Yours faithfully,

e Ge.R.LOomer,
University Librarian.
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a letter received to-day

from the librarian of MeGill University, Mr. Lomer.

In explanation would say that, last week
I asked one of people to call on Mr. Lomer and inguire
whether the first volumes of The Gazette and the first
volumes of the Quebec Mercury, as well as other old volumes
of The Gazette were in the Library. Although the volumes
of The Gazette of 1785 or 1786 are still in their possession
the really valuable volumes, namely, the first two complete
volumes of The Gazette, 1778 and 1779 do not appear to be
there, nor is the Quebec Mercury, the date of which is somewhere
about 1822 or 1823.

Some years ago, possibly 30 or more, Mr.
Gould at that time Librarian at MecGill, called on my father
to see these o0ld volumes, and as we were not,at that time, housed
in a fireproof building, Mr. Gould suggested it was rather a
mistake to have such valuable property kept in premises where
there might be a possible loss by fire. A personal agreement
was made between my father and Mr. Gould that he would be willing
to allow McGill to take charge of these volumes, the principal

reason for this action being that they would be stored in a




=,

fireproof building and be cared for by the Librarian of the
University and that they would be available for inspection
by students who might take a nterest in these old volumes
and in this way be of er service than they were at that
time locked up in our

I have had it on my mind for some time to make
inquiry and find out just what has become of these volumes
and our inquiry of last week has lead to the letter, copy of
which I attach. My primary object in making this inquiry
was not to ask that the volumes be restored to us but more
to keep track of them, as I have had, for a long time, a
suspicion that possibly somebody might have -got hold of them
and they may have disappeared from McGill Library altogether.
On the other hand, t y is qui , possibility that for safe
keeping they may have been put away with other records and
that Mr. Lomer's attention not being called to them, he does not
know just where to put his hands on them, and I am writing you
to ask your good offices to assist me, if possible, in tracing
these volumes.

As the volumes were handed to Mr. Gould so many

years ago, and as it was purely a personal transaction between

my father and the Librarian, we fail to find any records either

in our Company Minute Book or correspondence, although I remember

there were letters exchanged at the time, so we really have
nothing to show, as far as we have yet ascertained without making

a thorough search, as to the date and exact character of the

transaction.




&

What I am,

Y

above, is not in asking M 11 to return the volumes, but to

get some trace of where th are, as they are of a character

that cannot be replaced, and so far as we are concerned, of
inestimable value.

Could I ask you, if it is not too much trouble,
to take this matter up and see if any record or trace can
be found of these volumes. n the absence of our own
records I would believe these volumes were handed to MeGill
somewhere in the early nin 3, but it may have been at a
later date. That we had them and that they were given
to Mr. Gould, I have not the s hesitation in affirming,
as we have, as you know, a facsimile of the first page of the
volumes that were given containing the two years of the original
Gazette printed entirely in French and beginning from June 1778.

We have, in addition to the volumes Mr. Lomer says
he still Has, namely, those dated about 1786/7, seversl other
old volumes, but no complete volume, and it is the
first two years I am, naturally, most interested in.
at that time was quite small being, approximately, 7 x 10, and
the volume of the Quebec Mercury was possibly a little larcer
printed all in Englgsh.

Anything you can do to

volumes will be greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely

\/%C ‘j\\/

S;W Al A LZ”F“ —




McGILL UNIVERSITY

SENATOR WHITE
THE GAZLTTL
MONTREAL.

Desr Sir:

I promised your representative a few days ago
to send you a statement, if I could find one, regarding
the waey in which the early "Gazette" came into the Library.
I have examined Mr. Gould's records and the Minute Book of
the Library Committee without success thus far. I em still
searching correspondence.

This is merely to assure you that the matter
has not been overlooked and that further information will
be sent as soon as it is available.

With kind regards,

Yours faithfully
SGD. G.R. LOMER
Librarian
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October 19, 1927,

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D.,
LIBRARIAN

8ir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Montreal Gagzette

Dear Sir Arthur,

I have not overlooked the matter of doing
my best to investigate the alleged possession of the
early numbers of the Montreal Gazette by the Library
as a transfer made between Senator White and my pre-
decessor, Mr. C. H. Gould.

I have made as thorough a search as possible
without satisfactory result and would ask you to keep
in mind the following conditions which bear upon the
matter:

1 The contents of the Library have been re-
arranged three times in the last few years
without bringing the volume in question to
light.

The staff has almost entirely changed since
the transfer is supposed to have taken place
and I cannot obtain even opinions on the
matter,

The system of Library records at the date in
question was not as complete or accurate as
at present and I cannot find any mention of
the volume, though I have searched the corres-
pondence and the Minute Book for several years,

ADDRESS REPLY TO




THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

ir Arthur Currie,

The one definite fact is that the lontreal
Gazette for 1788-89 appears in our catalogue, in our
accession book, and in our shelf list without any
reference to an earlier volume, If there had been an
earlier volume the presumption would be that it would
naturally be catalogued at the same time or would be
entered if subsequently received, Mr. Gould was very
particular about early Canadiana and I cannot conceive
of him not making the usual entries, The volume which
we have was on exhibit in the Gallery of the Reading
Room for many years, together with other early Canadian
volumes, during Mr, Gould's tenure of office, and I
feel certain that he would have exhibited the earlier
volume if it had been in his possession,

I regret that my information should be of so
negative a character, but I have no record to show that
this volume was in the Library when I was appointed
Librarian and all my efforts to trace it in the records
at my disposal only go to indicate that either the volume
never was here or, if it could be proved to have been
here, the ordinary Library record of it was not made and
for such an omission I can Propose no explanation,

Faithfully yours,

L=

University Librarian,




October 2%, 1927

The Honourable Smeaton Vin

The Gazette Printing Compan]
Ste. Antoine Street,

My dear Senator:=

We haw s serious investige

faots relative to the flles of the Montreal 4
University Library and concerning the tran fer

between the Gazette Printing Company and the Lil

I find that in thres complete rearrangements
of the Library conteants the volume in questiom has not appeared
and that mo present member of the siaff has even any opinion on the
matter.

Dr. lomer has searched the correspondence and

the minute book and can find no record, nor is there any reference
to the volume in any catalogues The Montreal Cazette for 1788-89
sppears in the catalogue, in the sccession book and in the shelf list
without any referenge to an earlier volume. It was on exhibit for
many years together with many other Canadisn volumes and ad we then
been in possession of an earlier volume, it seems almost certaln that

t would have been exhibited. ir. Gould, the former librarian, was
very particulsar sbout Canadiama, and 1t is most unlikely that such a
volume would have been in his possession without being elther exhibited
or catalogueds

Thus the only fasts at our disposal indicate that
the volume was never in our possession and I fesr that there is little
or no prospect of success in further investigatione.

-
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for yours of the 22nd with

given to Mr. Gould, the

As I wrote you in my
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any

y formal acknowledegment

and, consequentlj
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>Lion,

University

I make is
that, I do not believe this volume,-which I would readily

recognize - can be duplicated,and if at some future date

you should learn some institution or desler had the firet

S (XY e AF T & 7 3 o o A . AR R
two years of The ﬂ-x_’.,«.w‘:'?‘"":, V1Z: 177C~7:‘, bound in oOne

I believe this would identify what we are looking for.

am not altogether without hope that the volume is st

Montreal as I know one collector, who is still alive, was

a most notorious purloiner of rare volumes and was caught

in the act more than once. It is guite possible that

at that time, or about the date these were sent to McCill

LN e3¢

collector may have caught his hooks on this volume

and it may yet turn up.




I was ver shocked when my father told
he had parted with the volum as it is a matter of
great interest to the storiar and although we are not

especially ambitious to claim the ownersh

disappointment to feel we had these volumes proving the

-

early history of The Gazette and that they should

disappeared.

printed

firm then being F. Mesplet and

I believe, represents the first printing production made
in either Upper or Lower Canada, as m of opinion the
city of Halifax had some printing machinery prior to this
late. I, naturally, hesits to part with this
interesting little volume with the recollection of what

has happened to our files. In any case, I wish again

to thank you for the personal interest and trouble you

v

have taken in this matter and can only ask, as I say above,
that you keep it in mind so that at some future date we

may be able to get some trace of it

w“erely




The Gas ette

Montrenl

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT







" McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY
BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY
TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT . LIBRARY SCHOOL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D.,
LIBRARIAN
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Dear 8ir Arthur,

With reference to

February 1l2th which you refe

I know no record exists in

these Gazettes. What their

have not been able find
he Library Committ i

he accession book

before my app

erval following
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them before they were catalogued,
of proving that

» that they either were
1 e
or loaned by the Gazette.

Should you so desire, I cou
made of the minutes of the Committee
but an examina

413

1ave a search
om the beginning
tion of o0ld correspondence files would be
out of the question witho more definite information
regarding the probable da when the volumes first came
into the Library.
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Bonourable Smoad! White,
" - 2 al - n Y ATV IR
The Gazette Publishing Company,

¥onstre

with further reference
to our recent correspondence T carding the old
volumes of newspapers loaned %0 the University
-

a 5 -

by your late father, i have to inform you that
the bound volume of the "Gazettie du Commerce”

Noe 1 =~ 1778 really contains ¥wo volumes, the
issues of 1778 and 1779,

I am quite sure the
reason this was not acknowledged a being in
ur possession in 1927 was that our library
officials did not recognize the "Gagette du
Commerse” as the lNontreal Gazette.

The earliest lssue
of the Montreal Gszette we have appears %o be
for the years 1788-89.

On the cover of the
volume of the Nontreal Gazette, Jamusry, 1804,
appear the words "Property of Te Re Vhite".

Our records with
reference to the MNontreal Gazette, 1806, and the
Quebee Mercury, 1805, simply state, "Source
unknown" ¢ We have searched the files back
for many years and can find no correspondence




4.

Dr.Lomer phoned to say that "1781 Quebec Gazette”
was the property of the Library. It bears the
notation that @@ it came to us on Nov., 10, 1922,
from Mrs.J.B.Learmont; that is the ordinary way
of indicating a gift. Moreover, the accession

are

note of that volume is 1922, The others all

in the accession book 1919-1920.
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Honourable Senator Smeadon Vhite,
"The Gazetie”,
Hontreal.

-

My dear Semnator,

Thank you for your

lotter of the 265th Fedbruary with further
reference to the volumes of early numbers
of "The Gazette” in the Redpath Library.

I have given the
Librarian full details of the situation
and our records will be made immediately
to disclose the ownership of these volumes
as outlined in my letter of February 21lst
and your reply of the 25th February.

Dre. Lomdr has Just
loft on his anmual vacation trip, dut
upon his return next month I am sure he
would be very glad indeed to consult with
Jou as to your offer to put the books in
a good state of presorvation,

Ever yours faithfully,




7ith further reference

the volumes of "mhe Gazette” given to the
e Ir. Gould by the proprietor of the
spaper for :fe-koopz*m, please note that
ator Vhite is will ing %o leave the volumes
n Our care and says that the only time they
would be likely to require them would be in
the case of an exhibition, when they might
wish to show them, either in Mgntreal or
elsewvhore,

)
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In the letter which
I have from Senator White today he also says
that he is quite willing to put these volunmes
in a complete stvte of repair if it is neces-

Sary.

I attach herewith, for
your informoti on, copy of my letter to
Senator Vhite of February 21st, and would
ask that records mow be made in the Library
to disclose their source as outlined therein.

Yours faithfully,
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GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., February 27
: TLU2YY 2

LIBRARIAN
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acknowledge your lett
rought

attention upon hi
I have inst
Department to enter

in question in our

Yours faithfully,
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Secretary to the Librarian.
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Fifty Years Ago (1880.)

It is ten years since The Gazette
entered finto the hands of the pre-
sent management of Messrs. Thomas
and Richard White, and we seize the
opportunity to make our acknowledg-
ments for the condlal and genenous
gsupport which has been tendered to
it. The Gazette is, we are dnclined
to think, 1}!1}701‘('19:5{ in the world re-
taiming its ginal name, We have
in our possession ‘the first wvolume
ever #ssued of it. It was mpublished
in Fremchpat the time, and the finst
mumber ars date June 3, 1778, We
have alsp volumes of the years 1788,
1804, 18£2, 1816, 1831 and 1836, and
it has been continuously published
ever since, It has always possessed
considerable influence upon public
opinion and for a great many years
past has been the acknowledged re-
presentative of the British people ih
ithe Province of Quebec. It has never
swerved in its politdical falth, having
always been true to dts allegiance to
the Crown and staunch in its Com-
servative principles.

D s

Pleagse note and return., I should
be obliged if you would have another
search made.

/(Af / W b
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ST July 26, 1930.
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GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D.
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5 J J

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
MeGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,
I enclose, for your files, a copy of my

letter to Senator White with reference to his letter
of July 25 addressed to you.

Faithfully yours,

p
’ f )‘,' §
/R
7 N &0/
s

Univeréity Librarian.
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COPY for Sir Arthur Currie

Oct. 14, 1930

G. R, LOHER, Esq', M. A, 9
LIBRARIAN, MeGILL UNIVERSITY,
MONTREAL.

Dear Mr, Lomer,

1 am in receipt of yours of the 13th with
reference to the old volumes of The Gazette and "Quebec
Mercury", given to the University Librarian some years ago

for safe kee S p—— -, Ve
f:-wz:;-.__‘é -1 f»:‘.‘»&.;ﬁ'l..z y B aovrrrm© ) ""1;,“‘ b 1 ;;‘,‘L" ,»"?(
| [ ~ Thd hilstory pf this|transdcyign has, I
think, already been b{“ ght|tp lypur dttention, namely, they
were given Mr, GouAg? the then 11§r9r1a§,=aomewhere be-
' finst inquiry of
, unfortunately,

's acknowledg-

tween 1895 ahd 1900, and when| 1 wWade my
Sir Arthur I was ¢ %dégg re¢ords[7axisted a
ic

we did not have, o nét) fipd, Mr. Gould
i) M ke

{ NS PR B
men t - " j \ 7 1 i |
o U—— p e m———— L) (e

1 am very glad that the matter has now been
satisfactorily straightened out; and understand, according
to your records, these volumes are held as the property of
The Gazette by the Library according to our original inten-
tion so that they would be more available to students by being
in the Library than they would be in the vaults of fThe Gazette.

There is another purpose we have in retaining
the ownership of these volumes, namely, that if there should
be an exhibition in which we were exhibiting samples of modern
printing we might like to include these volumes as well as
other old samples of printing we have, so that 1 would under-
stand, on the order of our Secretary-Treasurer or any other
authorized officer of the company, these volumes would be
delivered to us.

1 am much ebliged for the trouble you have
taken in this matter and again assure you of our satusfaction
in having it settled.

With regard to the volume of 1813. I am not
gure of this but if we did have this volume the record would
probably be in the dates suggested above, namely, between
1895 and 1900,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Smeaton White,




REPLY (IF ANY) TO BE ADDRESSED TO

DEPARTM ENT OF- NAT]ONAL REVENUE ' COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS ™

CUSTOMS DIVISION REFER TO FILE No

OTTAWA,

CANADA




Je Watsony T8{esp
Nominion /ppralser,
Ottawaa

Near Mrs Watson:=
I enclose you herewith note from the Library

soncerning & ruling made here regarding book-plates, together
with sampls of the plate referred $0.

You will note that there plates are engravings
and are not printed. They have been mede at great expense
and the stamp 'Primted in mgland' entirel gpoils theme.
) 4 &

e are quite prepored to pay the correct rate
of duty on them as engravings but I hope that we need not
have then stampod.

Yours faithfully,

Wilfrid Soveye

Mrector, Department of BExtra~-
Maral RelationsSe




PETER REDPATH MUSEUM

McGill Univeresity.
Lyman Entomological Room.

Montreal, 31 1

Dr. G R, . Lomer,
Librarian, McGill University.

Dear Dr. Lomer:

It wes with mich satisfaction that we received,
this morningd & nulbey” T 1ant [year s Brtomologiral periodicals
sent you for{ ¥inding b (TITTle ¢vEY ®\mbAth agg./ Not only is
this a great impro?%ment infthe matter| oR &xpedition through
your Binding 4nd Catalldguing Deépte. . |but ¥n& $inding 1tself is
much better both 4n qlitp of | ma;g;jap d{workmanship ‘than
that you hage thad do rfor ﬁd tn Zecedt yedqrp. A word of com-

mendation 1 also Hﬁq s to th pleanllnes pf the bookse when
delivered. § : :

§ Swmren; .:.s;-\’ E |

j - / l-nq& (__{:

Coming from one who has probably had more ex-
perience with binders and binding than anyone else connected
with the University, I hope a very small suggestion may be per-
mitted. In cutting off the corners of the boards at top and
bottom a 1ittle too much is being removed, making the noteh
deeper than is customary in the best British and Continental
binderies. There is nothing to be gained by it and its possible
danger in weakening the back after a few years' time is obvious.

Yours very tryly,

(Signed) Albert F, Winn,

For your information.
£ R ST
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GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., \ A - O2C
LIBRARIAN October 4 sy 46T

S8ir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur,

If there should arise an opportunity of
adding Dr. C, W. Colby to the Library Committee I
should be very glad to have his name kept in mind.
Dr, Colby was formerly a member of the Committee
and is at the moment particularly interested in
developing its Canadian Section,

Faithfully yours,

/i

{
-4

University Librarian,

ADDRESS REPLY TO
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Sir Arthur Currie,
Prinecipal,
McGill University.

Dear 8ir Arthur:

When you are passing the Library this week,
would it be possible for you to step ingide the door
and see the exhibit of mutilated books at present on
view ? This is a serious problem and there seems %o
be no satisfactory solution, except the development
of a better spirit among students.

Faithfully yours,

-~

= ——

University Librarian.




Library Exhibits
Damaged Books

Whole Pages"Extracted From
Some Veolumes

Following 2 pointed editorial on
the subject of library pests recent-
ly printed in the Daily, the library
authorities wish to point out to the
student body the extent of the dam-
age done by these persons. With
this end in view they have exhib-
ited in the case just inside the main
door an: enlarged copy of this edi-
torial, and arranged beneath it are
grouped many valuable books, ref-
erence ones for the most part, which
have been shamefully mutilated.

Borrowers of these books have un-
derlined passages in ink, have torm
leaves and in many cases have taken
out a whole page, no doubt to save
themselves the trouble of making
notes of {ts contents. There are
available, at the moment, no exact
statistics showing the amonunt of
damage done, but it fs understcod
that {t tolals a wvery considerable
suin.

Lhe dibrary outborities are angs
ious to put a stop to this wholesale
mutilation of their property not only
because of the eéxpense involved in
thie replacement of books,” but also
for the reason that these missing
pages may cause much inconven!-
ence to other studenis.

The volumes on view are mostly
dictionaries and other reference
works, books in constant demand
and for which it is not necessary
for students to sign. 'Thus there is
no way of ascertaining by whom the
damage has been done and the oniv
preventitive measure would be to
place ail books behind the desk.
This, naturally, would waste con-
siderable time for those who re-
quire the works in question, besides
entailing extra labour on the part of

| the staff.

Those In charge do not want a
recurrence of this type and wish to
point out to all users of the library
and to those anonymous nuisances
the annoyance and expense that
destruction of/ this sort causes the

Tniversity. g e R g i "
l—nl ers Lt e e T
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CANADA

Order Department.
FLORENCE L. CLEMENTS
Gifts and Customs Department.

June 13th, 1931.

gir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B.,LL.B.,
Principal,

McGill University,

Montreal.

Dear Sir,

In the absence of Dr. Lomer I am writing to
bring to your attention the effeect of the recently imposed
tariff of 44 sales tax and 1% excise on the expenses of the
Library. On one package of books presented to the Library we
have had to pay §12.50 sales tax as the shippers valued the
gift at £50.C.0 This lady, Mre. Lord of London, has sent us
anotbher gift which will Dbe received shortly, and intimates that
more will follow. Our messenger yesterday.paid $10.70 sales
tax on 39 packages, many of which were periodicals. These very
great additional charges will reduce our allowance for pur-
chasing books by $2,000. per annum at least. Also, in addition
to the actual cost of sales tax, we will have to send a man to
clear every package that comes to us from all countries outslde
of Canada, whereas formerly four-fifth of our mail was delivered
by the Post Office, and the cost of carriage from the Post Office
to the Library will amount to considerable. Our Customs Brokers
are of the opinion that we could be exempt of this tax if the
matter were taken up with the Department at Ottawa, therefore 1

feel that the seriousness of the situation should be brought to
your attention.

Yours faithfully,

AW
& W/ [ ——
NG AU AP

Gifts and Customs Department.




June 16th, 1931,

™ T 13 L e -
fo e UliSmEn

HeGill Univer
Hontresal.,

g » ¥ b £ T svnas -
Year Hr., Clements,

Thank you for your letter of
june 13th, in whi you %tell me the effest of the
recently imposed tariff of 4% sales tax and 19
exaise tax on the éxpenses of the Library.

pPresent in course

of preparation an nate of what this tax will

mean on goods purshesed for the whole University,

and 1t is my intention to take the matter up with

Qttawa immediately,

Yours faithfully,

Principal
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September

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I return heréwith the letter
from Dr. Milton Hersey, dated Sevtember 14th, 1931,
regarding the Glasgow Exhibit, and Mr. Frank D. Potter's
letter of August 31lst, 1931, together with your reply
of September 8th.

I have acknowledged the gift of
the pamphlet to Mr. Potter, and thank you for sending
i1t to the Library and for letting me see the letter
from the City Improvement League.

Faithfully yours,

Tllorar,

Uni;g}sity Librarian

GRL/AC
Encls.




Dear Dr. Hersey,

am grateful for your kijd

letter of S l4th, and am glad that

1
- B

Dr. Lomer's c ibution was so much appre=-
ciated.
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Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

You may be interested in the sequel to
some of our exhibits in the Gallery of the Reading
Room.

As a result of the Glasgow Exhibit,
arranged in co-overation with Mr. A.J. Livinson,M.A.
we have been presented with a cheque for $58.05,
by the Zionist Order of Habonim, in order to purchase

’

a2 historical atlas of Palestine which we could not
otherwise afford.

As a result of the present exhibit of
Early French Woodcuts, presented by Lady Roddick, we
have received from her a cheque for $300.00 to opur-
chase a very fine faceimile edition of the earliest
Heraldic Manuscript in existence.

Faithfully yours,
University Librarian.




MCGILL
UNIVERSITY

LIBRARY

McGILL
UNIVERSITY

LIBRARY

UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS
o




McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
’
.

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D. MONTREAL

Librarian




Hovember 25th,
e
F

U¥s Lo s 1)07')01‘9
Redpath Library,

- -

HeGill Universitye.

Dear Dr. Lomer,

Thank you for your note about
the Univers len ial Service. I was glad to
know that ns have met with general approval,

Thank you also for giving me the
opprortunity of seeing the Exhibit you are sending
to the Exhibition at Buenos Alres. It is very
well done.




January 4th, 1927,

Dudlsy Oliver, Esca.,

Bank of Montreal,

Drummornd & St. Catherine Sts.,
Hontreal,

Ny dear Dudley:-

Let me reciprocate most cordially

your good wishes for the New Year, and may I at the
same time thank you very much for your thoughtful
courtesy in sending me the complete record of the
officers killed during the war and their next of kin.

I t ink the best thing is to deposit this in our
library.

With all good wishes, I am, dear
Dudley,

Yours faithfully,




WILLIAM L. CLEMENTS LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

My DEAR Sir:

One of the earliest contributions toward the improvement of higher education
in America was made by Benjamin Franklin. In 1749, he printed “Proposals for
the Education of Youth in Pennsylvania,” in which he presented an outline of his
ideas on this subject. Many of them are still deserving of thoughtful attention.

The text of this essay has been reprinted many times, and it has been commented
on by writers on educational topics. It has not, however, heretofore been repro-
duced in its complete form, with his extensive notes showing the sources of his
inspiration, and embodying his illuminating comments on his own ideas.

This Library, at the instance of one of the members of its Committee of Man-
agement, Mr. William Smith Mason, has reprinted these ““Proposals,” exactly as
Franklin meant to have them read. In order that they may be read by those who
are responsible for the direction of higher academic education in the United States
at the present time, the Library wishes to present a copy to the President of each
of the larger Colleges, Universities, and Technical Schools in this country, and to
a few others who are interested in the improvement of educational practice. The
Library would like to send you a copy, and will do so upon receiving your assurance
that you care to see it.

Franklin, with all his other claims to remembrance, wished to be remembered
as a printer, and therefore Mr. Mason has had the volume carefully printed at the
Harvard University Press, under the personal direction of Mr. Bruce Rogers. The
number of copies is limited, and none will be available for the general public. They
will be given only to those who reply to this letter.

Very truly yours,

Sir Arthur W. Currie, Pres., Custodian.
McGill University,
Montreal, Canada.
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Motiend Aor 4 jenvier 1929

Monsieur le Principal,

Désireux de rendre hommage & l'Université MeGill
et & son Département d'études frangaises, j'ai 1l'intention
de demsnder au Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres d'offrir
quelques livres & votre Bibliothé&que.Si vous voulez bien
accepter ce don,je vous serais reconnaissant de prier le
Bibliothécaire de MeGill de me faire parvenir la liste
des ouvrages qu'il préfédrerait recevoir.Pour des raisons
sdmini stratives, j'attacherais du prix & obtenir cette
liste avant le Ier février et,afin d'éviter toute erreur,
il serait bon d'y indiquer,si cela est possible,avec le
titre de chague ouvrage,le nom de l'auteur et celui de la
maison d'édition.

Veuillez agréer,Monsieur le Principal,l'assurance
de mes Sentiments les plus distingués.

AR/AB

Monsieur le Docteur MARTIN

Principal

Université MeGill
Montréal.




7th January, 1929.

Dr. G. R. Lomer,
¥eG1ll University Library,
MeGill University, Montresl.

Dear Dr. Lomer

I am sending you herewith copy of a letter
which has been received from the Consul-General for

-

France and which I am hold ng against Dr. Martin's
return.

I note that the Consul-General asks Dr. Martin
to send a list of the books desired by MNeGill before
the lst Fedbruary. I am, t) = ; 8iving you this
information now so that Jou may be in a position to advise
Dr. Martin when he returms. I presume that you will wish

to consult the head of the Department of Romance Languages.

Yours sincerely.




To
The Consul-General of the
Republic of France in Canzada
84 . Hotre Dame Street West
¥ ontreal.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt

of your letter of January 4th, X - Dr. Martin
and t0 inform you that it will » 1 before him
upon his returm to

immedia tel

¢

the present week.

Yours faithfully

r i |
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Secretary,
FACULTY of MEDICIEE
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CABLE:
S EDBORO
NEW,YORK

36 WEST 14T STREET
NEW YORK

WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF

WILLIAM MARSTON SEABURY

" 2 'T. i
orecation of a “inema “ormittee of the Learue
(> Rk

all phases of the liotion Picture Problem
of the League.

In sending it to you, the hope is exg 1 that you may see fit to

aid and support this obviously desirable project. After the work has

been examined, it is hoped that it may find a place in the Library of
rsit; ‘ 3

MeGill University.
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COVERDALE & COLPITTS

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

W.H.COVERDALE 52 WALL STREET, NEW YORK
W.W.COLPITTS

GEO.W. BURPEE

GEO.H.BURGESS

February 17, 1930.

Sir Arthur Currie, Principal,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Canada.
Dear Sir Arthur:-

For same time past I have been engaged in
making an examinetion and report on the National Rail=-
ways of Mexico.

The report has only just been issued and it

occurred to me that you would like to have a copy for

the University library and I am, therefore, sending it

to you with my compliments.
With kindest personal regards, I am

Yours very truly,




most thoucshtful

your report on
in the

"~ -1
rogardas
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Faithfully yours,

o

égévaﬂé /97 u7£;Z/»Qz¢{/

Secvetery to the Librarian.

ADDRESS REPLY TO




hag been

donated to the Library lir, Ve We Colplitts,
: t is so

and I should 1ike you %«

entered in our resords, ou might
also let the "Daily" know that
has beon given $o us, in order
engineering students may be ady
it is acceessible to them,

Yours fs

Principal.

make sultable acknowledgement to
‘s Colpitts of 52 Vall Street,




POUCH & CO.

MEMBERS NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE UPTOWN OFFICE

MEMBERS NEW YORK CURB EXCHANGE e g, L oo
DIGBY 4-5130 AT 44TH STREET

CABLE ADDRESS "KEROLITE . N.Y. ONE WALL STREET TELEPHONE VANDERBILT 3-4707

TELEPHONE

NEwW YORK

To Dr., Lomer:
Please note and £
return correspondence. August 31, 1931.

Sir Arthur Currie, President,
McGill University,
Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

Deer Sir:

A short time ago I was looking over some old papers that belong-
ed to my father, the late Brigadier-General Joseph H. Potter, U.S.A., and
ran across the origimel of the enclosed pamphlet. I whowed it to one of
my friends who is a student in Indian matters and he was very anxious to
have a copy so I had some struck off and forwarded one to the Language De-
partment of my own Alma Mater, - Ohio State, and also to several of the
Universities and Colleges located in the territory that was formerly oc-
cupied by the Sioux Indiasns, and as they too Seemed considerably interest-
ed, I thought you might like to have a copy also.

In the late '60s, my father was in command at Fort Sanders,(long
since abandoned), situated near where the City of Cheyenne now stands, and
I imagine it was at that time that the pamphlet came into his possession.
When I was a very young led, in the middle '80s, he had his headquarters
for some time at Fort Supply, old Indien territory, (Oklahoma), and I
picked up some smattering of the Cheyenne languase, nearly all of which I
have forgotten & long time ago, but I would be surprised if that tribe had
nearly as extensive a vocebulary as is listed in the booklet. I have no
reason to doubt its authenticity but it seems hardly likely to me that
some of the words were in general use among the Sioux in 1866. For in-
stance, it seems improbable that many Sioux women included "chemise" in
their wardrobe. I also note the word “gin', and I would be surprised if
the late Chief Sitting Bull, to whom I was once presented, was a consumer
of Martini Cocktails.

Yours very truly,

N v 01

Frank D. Potter.




Frank De Potter, Esq.,
lessrse. Pouch & Co.,
1 Wall Street,
Now Yorke

Upon my returan tto the
this morning, I find your letter of A

~ ey

in which you so kindly send me the pamp
i

"Lacotah", a Dictionary of the Sloux Languag

- & »
cing

senting this to the NcGill
and am very grateful for

I am tal

&

Yours
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20 Catheart Stree

Nontreal.

| | 1 =x pery plaased infded\td ZeArn from
your Jejter of Hdvemben 25th that, Ynfoigh your
kind. dffices in 4his patielr, thd Goverfuent of
Franod Bas gracidusly| grinted odr requbst for
wlesing partgiof the FCollkotion de 30 unents
inéditls|sur LiHLdtoire e France®, aqjd| has gent,
ag & presentalibn %o Mpeill Universidy} & certain
of VO of wnich you enoclose a list.

¥ill you be so good as %o give these to
the bearer, who is an suthorized mescenger of the
University Library 7

1 wish to assure you, on behalf of the
Library Commlttee, of our very deep appreciation
of your sontintied co-operation in this zatter, and
I feel certain that the addition of these valusble
publiobtions will be an important accession to our
sectlion on the history of France, which it is alwvays
our desire to make as complete and representative
as possible.

I am, on behalf of the Library Coumittee,

Faithfully and gratefully yours,

University Librarian,
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Sun LiFe ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA

OFFICE OF

THE PRE

SIDENT

MONTREAL

1c o il e
I‘Le, \JO\J.-:L'vQ’

1 MeGill University,
Montreal, Quebec.
My dear Sir Arthuri
I send you herewith a bronze medal commemorating
the opening of a law library.in Tokyo, Japan, established
by Mr. R. Masujima, an outstanding leader of the Japanese
Bar, and for many years our own honoured legal adviser in
Mr. Masujima's ideal when establishing his
library was not merely a collection of Japanese law works
and law reports, but also as large a collection as possible
f legal authorities and decisions from other countries,
particularly those of Great Britain, Canada and the United
States. e c-operated with him in regard to the Cgnadian
Section and it was on this account that we received this
medal.
I am told that the inscription consists of a poem
in the Japanese language but in characters which are described
as "Classic Chinese", It is a poem commemorating the deeds of

ten Samural who in a civil war in Japan, destroyed themselves.




Gen.

Sir Arthur §. Currie 2 SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY

oF CANADA

great bravery, devotion and sacrifice of these ten men is

theme of the poem and one of their descendants, (Mr. Masujima

himselfb a lawyer by profession, has erected this building for

3

the double purpose of being a monument to the ten heroes, and of

ALl

1

housing the law library.
the medal is a very beautiful one
and that th ngraving is exquisitely done.
the conclusion that this fine memorial
medal should have a more honoured resting place than being merely
stored and forgotten in our vaults. I am, therefore, sending it
to you in the hope that it will be given a worthy place, either

in the library or in the museum of MecGill University.

Sincerely yours,

y p,
///"'ﬁi/ A o A A ,./_/Lm/
/f//bﬁ’ﬂv:ffﬂ/'>/

TBM/McC . President.
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Thie inscription is in the Japsnese langusge, but the characters are
described as "Classic Chinese". ( This inscription was not decipherable
by a Japenese, but a Chinese familiar with both langusges can understand
it. The engraving of the inscription is of the finest workmenship).

The inecription is a poem, an eulogy, in which there are many proper names

and historicel references. In order to get the meaning and application of

each reference, it would be necessary to have access to books not available
here.

The sense of the inscription is :
Poem by Masu Shima,

In commoretion of ten of the Samurai who,in a Civil War in Japen, did
destroy themselves. The date is not given (this may be designated by

one of the references), but the great bravery, devotion, and self-sacrifice
of the Ten Semurai is the main theme of the poem.

A decendant of one of the Semurei, a lawyer by profession, erected a
building which serves the double purpose of monument to the Ten Heroes
--- and also serves to house his lew library, and ie used (presumably)
es a studio or study.

The name of the building is Sho Kinto.

The inscription is of the time of the reign of the Emperor Taisho (1911-25),
but a Chinese date also appears : Kapp Tze , which is 1923,

Mo =EQNE EQ
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April 6, 1932,

letter

hat he

Prineipals.

Encle 3.




McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH. D.
LIBRARIAN

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I enclose a copy of a letter to lir. T. B. lacaulay
regarding the bronze medal which he presented to McGill
with a covering letter dated March 7th.

Faithfully yours,
A f“ /

TR oL

—

! B P’
LA o

— e

UntveTeity Librarian.
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SuN LiFE AssuRANCE CoMPANY OF CANADA

MONTREAL
May
twenty-sixth
l 9 3 2 L]

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal MeGill University,

Montreal.

My dear Sir Arthur :-

I have much pleasure in enclosfng to you
a letter from Dr. Masujima, with which he sent the translation
of the inscription on the bronze medal which I had the pleasure
of sending to you a short time ago. I am sure you will find
the chant " Sei-Kiu-Do " very interesting, and I know you will
be glad to have it for your files.

Sincerely yours,




Cadle Aaldues?: * Anmoin Tokso,”

VY, e V4 A L Saie Koee Lo LBecilelim
%(l:/e.- .’zeax//e:, ; (ﬂ%gau (gf.j/? "//zz{jé,y cIrneer %{(ﬁ %ed' (// LX -[ % /J f’

o, & //é/x/dxa{(aa"-c/a -ﬂ,’/o;{o»lc,
%‘/&}nac[{—a{a, 7:»( a, ﬁ/m

& 7 i) o
t/ﬂ/e//l/{ﬂﬂ(‘.' %9(1:}»(& (57 2655

Esq., President,
surance Co. ¢f Canada,
1, Canada.,

U= N

I am much obliged for your two letters together with
L) Ez

>

-

the "Gazette" copy. 1 appreciate your ki thought of presenting
the Sei-Kiu-Do Library lMedal to Sir Arthur Currie, the principal
cf McGill University. 1 enclose a copy of my translation of the

Chant of Sei-Kiu=Do. Will you please hand it to Sir Arthur after

i

your perusal.
With highest esteem.

Yours sincerely,

)~

NS

R. Masujima










SuN LiIFe AssURANCE CoMPANY OF CANADA

MONTREAL
July 12, 1932.

Sir Arthur W. Currie,
Principal,
MeGill University,

Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur:

T enclose herewith two pamphlets which I have
just received from Dr. Masujima, which refer to the

medal which you already have.

Sincerely yours,

TBM :MC

Enclosure. : dl/ML
(/i,/y‘//i//’//
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October 24,

Dr. Ge¢ Re LoOmer,
MeGill Library.

Dear Dr., Limer,

I am sending you a book and
letter from M. Paul Chauvet. Please returan
his letter, with your comments, 1if any, on
the book. Do you consider it worth a

roview?
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McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY
BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY
TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT - LIBRARY SCHOOL

MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH. D.
LIBRARIAN

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal,
McGill Universitye.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I return M. Paul Chauvet's letter and
have placed his "Sept Essais de Litterature Anglaise"
in the Library. rofessor Noad has confirmed my
impression that there is nothing unusual about the
book that would warrant a review. ve accordingly

acknowledged to li. Chauvet receipt he volume as
a presentation.

University Librarian.




CANAD
PACIFIf‘CN







I have the honour to acknowledge your
letter of October &th advising me of the kindness
of the Republic of Cuba in donating to MeGill
University a copy of the "Evolution of Cuban
Culture™ by Dr. Jose Manual Carbomell and other
books by your noted countrymen.,

Vill you please convey to the Under
Secretary of State our sincere appreciation of
this courtesy and say that the books will have
an honoured place in our Library. You will also
receive a formal acknowledgment from the Librarian.

Yours faithfully,

Acting Principal.
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April 7th. 193

Sir Arthur W. Currie, K.C.M.G., X.C.B.
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,

McGill University

Montreal, P.Q., Canada.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

Let me thank you for your very cordial
and instructive letter of April 5th. I am very happy
to know that the programme has been accepted by the
University Library.

The contents of your letter, re. the
Dramatic activities of the University, gave me quite
a thrill, as I had no idea that such progress had been
made. I shall look forward with great pleasure to
seeing the Moyse Hall, when next I visit Montreal. In
fact, I shall probably make a special trip to see it,
some time this summer.

It was exceedingly kind of you to tell
me about my old friend, Dr. John Todd. By way of recip-
rocation, let me say that I sat next to Les Patrick at
the Lambs Club Gembol last Sunday night and he said so
many charming things about you, that I sincerely hope to
have the honor of meeting you in the not too distant
future.

¥ith best wishes always, I remain,

Respectfully yours,




Honorary President
~ o »
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Vice-Presidents
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President

GEORGE ARLISS

Vice-Presidents
OT1s SKINNER
GraNT MITCHELL

Treasurer
TrOMAS S. McLaNE

- ¥ Sxecutive S ]
Che Eptaropal Artors’ Guild P
of America, Inc.
Headquarters
“The Little Church Aroand the Gorner”
1 East 29th Street, New York City
Telephone: Bogardus 4-4624

To Dr. Lomer:

Please note and return

correspondence,

March 31st., 1932

Sir Arthur Currie
Principal, McGill
Montreal, P.Q.
Canada.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

Under separate cover, I am sending you
an autographed Souvenir Frogramme of the Players Club
Revival of "King Henry the Fourth! in which I played
the role of Worcester. I would like to present this to
my Alma Mater.

I graduated in the Arts Class of '98 and
have been acting since 1901. I believe that I am the only
McGill Graduate on the American Stage.

This presentation of Henry the Fourth was,
without doubt, the most memorable one the Stage has ever
known. Among the Principals in the Caste are some of the
finest actors on the American Stage. Even the supernumerary
ranks were filled with famous Painters, Sculptors and
Literateurs.

I feel that the Peter Redpath Library is
the proper place for this most valuable Programme,

Some day, I hope, McGill will have a Course
in Dramatics and to these students this Programme should be
very interesting,

Trusting that you will do me the honor to
accept it as a slight token of my sincere appreciation for
all I owe to dear old MeGill, I remain,

Respectfully yours,

s e S -
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Lady of the lake - Sir Walter Scott - Ingravings

from paintings by Richard Cook bound in leather

/4) L Gazette 1821 - bound in one Vol containing
4 criticism of Shelly's "Queen Mab™.

Holyhead Road ( London to Holyhead) 2 Vols illustrated.
Hinstrel Memories by Harry Reynolds.
~Ale
Reflections of Major General <mdlas Childse
Ny Northeliffe Diary by Tom Clarkee
Dovéan Gray by Oscar Wild.

The War in the Air « Official Report of the Air Raids
in Englsnd end the War Front. with one Vol of Mapse

Politicians of the War by lord Beaverbrook.
Empire to Commonwealth by Heeps Halle.

Correspondence of George 3rd 178082
by 38ir John Fortescue.

law Life and Letters by lord Birkenhead 2 Volse.

Livery of I

orld Crisis by Winston Churchill 3 Volse

Coar
Official Enquiry inte 1life of Prince pf Wales
by Right Hon Spencer rercivale Published 1813.

Lord Balfour by Ian Malcolm.

Chapter of ‘utobiography by lord Balfoure
Disraell by Andre Haurois.

Speeches of Hon R B Sheridan - rublished 1853,

Mapse Plans, Views and Coins 3
69 [1lustratlve of travels of Anacharsis the younger
in Greece during the middle of the fourth century
before the Christian era. Published in 1806,
A
Sir Richard wittingtoslord Mayor of London
(i) by Walter Beshnt. Annotated by Reginald R Sharpe.
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McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY
BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - THE GEST CHINESE RESEARCH LIBRARY
TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT - LIBRARY SCHOOL

MONTREAL

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH. D.

LIBRARIAN

8ir Arthur Currle,
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I return herewith Henry
of July 24th which we
3rd, together with a list of
are already in the Library and,
funds, we are not in a position
I would suggest that your corres
Dora Hood'!'s Book Room, 720

University Librarian,




are

I respect-

-

Jora Heod's Book Roon,
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THE GROLIER SOCIE
DLublishers

THE ASCH BUILDING

MONTREAL April 18 th,

Y

r
LivMrTeED

TELEPHONE
FIrzroy 5208

Mr. E. W. Beatty,

Chancellor of MeGill University,
Windsor Station,

Montreal, P.Q.

Dear Mr. Beatty: -

I am wondering if it will be possible,
through your good graces, to secure Dr. Lomer's opinion, not
endorsement, of The Book of Knowledge. My reason is that as head
of MeGill Library, Dr. Lomer's opinion is invaluable to many
teachers and librarians of the Eastern Provinces who look upon
Megill Hill as a font of knowledge and opinion on the books
worth while in their profession.

This afternoon I met Dr. Lomer and explained
my wish to secure his opinion. He was inharmonious and seemed to
feel that I should have secured an appointment previous to intro-
ducing my subject. Finally he said that it was unethical for him
to issue such an opinion. Furthermore that librarians and teachers
should be able to judge for themselves without the assistance of
his opinion. It nevertheless remains a fact that Dr. Lomer's
opinion is execeptionally strong as Librarian of the University
Library, Director of the Travelling Library and as Director of the
MeGill Library Sehool. As his opinion is intrinsically worth
while to many teachers and librarians who look to him for at least
indirect guidance, I feel that if in any way he could stretch a
point and express his opinion, he would be doing a service to
friends and gradugtes of McGill University. I tried to make a
distinetion between his endorsement and his opinion on The Book
of Knowledge. '

: Sir Arthur W. Currie, as Principal of MecGill
University, wrote a letter about The Book of Knowledge 7 or 8
years ago, a copy of which is enclosed.

However if it would be possible through
your good graces to secure Dr. Lomer's opinion, not endorsement, of
The Book of Knowledge, it would be greatly appreciated by our
Society. I am enclosing a rough draft of a letter which might
contain the foundation for such an opinion.

Thanking you in advance for any action you
may be disposed to take, I am,

Yours Y ruly/?Zi
/L/‘ 7.




The Grolier Society, Limited,
1502 St. Catherine St.w.,
Montreal, P.Q.

Gentlemen: -

The Book of Knowledge, Canadian Edition,
is a valuable asset in the MeGill University Library as well
as in the Travelling Library.

The wealth of 15,000 striking educational
pictures presenting a visual story of the world's knowledge; the
31,000 references arranged by the index expert Zaidee Brown, and
the simple narrative style of the text - all these develop in
school children a taste for reading and a love 0f books. Hence
after graduation they will realize the advantages of the Publiec

Library in affording further education and cultural reading.

Another distinctive feature is the group-
ing of the subject matter so that all related facts will follow
the same arrangement as the well planned school curriculum.

Because it supplements the work of the
school, the home with children is fortunate to-day if its libra-
ry includes The Book of Knowledge. The child who has The Book
of Knowledge in his home has a great advantage over other child-
rén as it provides him with the necessary stimulus for the study
of worth while subjects.

Sincerely yours,




CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY

OFFICE OF THE CHA'RMAN AND PRESI!DENT

MONTREAL
April 19th, 1933,

Dear Sir Arthur,-

I enclose herewith two letters, one from The
Grolller Society, and the other from the University of
Texas, which I think should have been addressed to you

rather than to me.

Sincerely yours, - ///j)
//f/

;W

Sir Arthur Currie, G. Cs Me Ge,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill University,

MONTREAL, Que,




Mr®Gill University,

e ’//())I/I'('(I/,

The Grolier Society Limited,
Toronto,

Dear Sirs,

The Book of Knowledge will be
helpful in accustoming young people to
methodical habits of reference and inde-
pendent investigation.

It is so delightfully arranged that
it will be read continuously for the
sheer pleasure of reading; and the
reader will be led on and on, almost
unconsciously, from one topic to
another, with absorbing interest.

I am happy to endorse the Book of
Knowledge for the delight it puts into
learning and the manner in which it
supplements the ordinary class-book used
in school.

Yours truly,

Principal.




larch 1l4th, 1950.

disgs . L.

Librarian,

Fort Tilliam Public Library,
PORT W1l I A M, Dutarioe

Desy Hiss 3lscki-
I was much interosted in your letter concerning
the booklet to be published on the subject of Library Service.

A 11 £
aaa

There is & great need in Canada for rural libraries. in
supply of books must be in each llorary or should be obtainsable

on losn from econveniently placed central }ibraries. Fhat is most

important is the library staff. The librarien must be not only
Y

a librorien but an edncator, must not only be able to advise book
borrowers what to read,but must be able to persuade them to resd
the right things, and to lay out reading courses

impossible to calculate the service which chains of raral libraries

would render to the people of Canadsa.

Youras faithffully,

Principal,
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Thank you
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speaking : histl K g : last
Saturday Royal Moz . : I used to see
you now and . : , nspiel takes place
next Saturdaye. up?y A, steadily playing
golf and I only me Y ng to induce you to
think of your fell living other climes.,




ess to
A8
and gave
which make
New York
¥ith ¥r,
1 some group whom
have got together. 1
partner,is Chairman
morning sessien &
It looks as if they
the wealthy TNew
the Institute
the pleasure of
aintance with ¥Mrs. Catt in the
two yearse.
I know that our Librarizsn and
all interested in our Lidbrary will be very glad

o

indeed to have the bound copies of the Free Lance
B L

o

from August '67 and January '69, I think they

A S

would constit a delightfully charming historical

record and we gratefully accept them.







January 4th, 1926,

Dear Dr. Lomer:-

iir. Dudley Oliver has forwarded
list of all
nd their next of

mé the attached records wnich are s
the officers killed during the war =
kino

I have made an acknowledgment,.

Yours faithfully,

Dr. G. R. Loner,
Librarian,

MeGill University.







CABLE & TELEGRAPH ADDRESS,
“DOMINION) LONDON.
TELEPHONE N° GERRARD 3917.
Il A Y s/ KINNAIRD HOUSE,
~ » YA waAsiaL S
IN ANY FURTHER COMMUNICATION 4 + D PALL MALL EAST,
ON THIS SUBJECT, PLEASE QUOTE

LONDON, S.W. I.
OFFICE OF THE '

AND ADDRESS LETTER TO HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA
THE SECRETARY. 3lst August, 1923.

Dear Sir,

Some little time ago several copies of a

volume entitled "Hom-Idyomo" - an outline of an auxiliary

International language - by a Nr. Cérdenas, were delivered

at this Office but there was nothing on them to show for
whom they were intended. Mr. Cardenas has Just called to
say that he forwarded the books in the hope that they might
be despatched to the leading Universities in Canada.

I am sending a copy of the work to your address,
under separate cover, although I ought to make it clear that
I have no knowledge of the author or of the value of his
pilation.

I am,

Yours faithfully,

Secretary.

Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal,
Canada.




McGILL UNIVERSITY

Office of the Principal
and Vice Chancellor.

Tuly 17, 1934,

Robert M. Lester, E8d.,
Assistant to the President,
Carnegie Corporvation of New York,
522 Pifth Avenue, New York.

University from the Carnegie Corporation,

geived in good ovrder at the Principal

% 4 o 2 o & e P » w 29 e
veing - the Hedpatld Library,

an acknowl edgment of the Corporation's generonity in

presenting this most interesting History %o

Yonrs faithfully,

Principalts Secretary.




I am sending to you to-day nine volumes
of the Australian War History, a gift to the
University from the Carmegie Corporationoof
New York.

After they have been accessioned would
you let me have back Vols. III and IV in which
Col. Urquhart hes placed guides and which he
would like to retain for 2 time.

I think I already sent you copy of

my (unofficial) acknowledgment to the Carnegie

Corporation. I bel ieve they are donating a

set of this History to all Canadian universities.

Yours faithfully,

Principal's Secretary.

Dr. G. R. Lomer,
University Librarian




Inter-department Correspondence

MCGILL UNIVERSITY

Auvgust 14, 1934,

»-I'k_aﬂ N
Principa
MeGill

Dear Mrs. MclMurray:

I have sent to Dr. Maude Abbott,
interested in Florence Nightingale
letter offering for sale an

who is
Mr. Brownts
autograph letter.

I return herewith Mr., Pitts! letter regard-—
ing pictures connected with the early life of §ir Arthur,.
We are not in a position to do C~n},mlnb in the matter,
and I doubt if the McCord Museum hag any funds

Faithfully yours,

University Librarian,




