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m(fa‘l‘éh?i’ar for February and March, 18¢6.

Legal, Educational, Municipal and Other

Appointments.

FEBRUARY.

i i ni Municipalities state-
ilway Companies to transmit to Clerks of :
2 Lai;:g:t,;. ?; Il{{aailwayy property.—Assessment Act, Section 26. :

vast day for Collectors to return their Rolls and pay over proceeds.—Assess-
ment Act, Section 132,

2 s i lerks of Local Municipalities with
ounty Treasurer to furnish C
Lalsitstd 3' l?r:d(; in aryrears for taxes for three years.— Assessment Act, Sec. 140.

o i d of Education at 7 p. m, or such other hour ag may
* l‘lr;t’ mett)te':r% f;):eg %;rresglution of former Board at the usual place of meeting
o; :flch Board.— Public Schools Act, Sec, 106 ; High Schools Act, Sec. 13.

in tc ke their rolls.~Assessment Act, Sec. 49
r5. Last day for Assessors to begin to make : :

i imiti f Tavern Licenses to
‘ Is to pass By-laws limiting number o

o Laql: d?sys\:'g:l‘?o)rul';fel sensui'r)g year, or for im.posmg a larger duty for tavern or
st?op licenses.—Liquor License Act; $2ctions 29 and 34.

day for City and Town Councils to pass By-laws to prescribe further re-
Laf;tuireymems in taverns.— Liquor License Act, Section 42.

MARCH.

it Minutes of County Council to the_ Minister of Edu-
L Cog:‘ti{mC l:;:; :gptcr:tn :;tr"i\uditors.——l’ublic Schools Act, Section 114,
4

by ccounts of High School Boards and the Boards of
Auditors tR :;:;r:sn%nviﬂ;z; should be mailed to Education Department.
8 ;;:.l::'e’ sghool Supporters to notify Municipal Clerk.—S, S, Aci, Section 4o.
e

NOTICE.

i t delivery of TuE WoRrLD
i sires to ensure the regular and prompt d : ‘

o pubhgl:;:d:sé requests that any cause of complaint in this particular b; re-
to every subscri tt‘ve office of publication. Subscribers who may change their ad ,res;
p}?"ﬁg atls‘i)ngfvéoprompt r;otice of same, and ia doing so should give both the old an
should a

new address,

NEW CONVEYANCING FORMS.
FARM LEASES.
FARM MORTGAGES.
FARM CHATTLE MORTGAGES.
Address orders to the MUNICIPAL WORLD, ST. THOMAS.
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ST. THOMAS FEBRUARY 1, 1896,

, The county council of Perth have de-
cided to build a House of Industry and
- the contract for a similar institution for the
county of Lambton 1o be erected near
Sarnia has been awarded, cost of building,
$10, 965.00, heating, etc., $1,496.

"

: The county council of Norfolk granted
the request ot the clerks and members of
the Norfolk Associaticn attending the
annual meeting will receive $2 oo and
mileage. Very little oppositionwas offered

to the grant and it will probably be con-
tinued from year to year,

*

#* *
The bill now before the House of Com-
mons, to make all railways within the
, Jurisdiction of the Pailiament of Canada,
8 subj-ct 10 the D.tches and Watercourses
:

Act, 1894, has had its second reading. If
Bt the opposition of the rail

t way companies
15 not too strong we €xpect to announce

the passing of this very necessary law in

next issue,

*
* *

At the coming session of the legislature
- considerable new legislation will he petit-
toned for. An amendment that has been
very favorably considered was suggested
by the county council of Grey “w cnlarge
the jurisdiction of the Dwision Court so
that the amount specified under section
70, of chapter 51, R, S, 0., sub-section
{a) shall be incicased fiom $60 to $ioo ;
in sub-section (4) shall be increased from
{8 $100 to $200 and sub-section (¢) from
$200 to $400.” We trust that this mat.
g ter will be the subject of legisiation so
that in the future we may look forward to
a settlement of dispu‘es where amounts
involved are from $6o to $400 in the
division court and for which division
costs only will be allowed.
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County Councils,

The question of reducing the number
of members of county councils was the
subject of a number of resclutions present-
ed in different councils during the recent
January session. This is now an old
question ; and one that those who have
experience generally look upon as intro-
duced for the purpose of making votes
among the ratepayers, who never think
out matters for themselves; but who
believe that every mover of a resolution
for reform, whetber itis desirable or not,
should receive their support. Some years
ago, the matter was br. ught prominently
before the councils of Ontario by the
Provincial Government in response to a
demand made by the so-called reformers
in the county councils ; patrons and others.
The result was as anticipated ; the councils
could not agree on a plan by which any of
the present members would be left out of
the county councils.

In some counties an effort has been
made to regulate the length of sessions,
This is an impossibility as the time occu-
pied depends entirely on the ability and
ioformation of the members and the
amount and importance of the business
to be brought before them. Taking the
province as a whole ; the annual expense
of attendance at meetings of county coun-
cils and committees amount to $67,100.00
while the allowances, salaries and commis-
sions of the officials was in 1893, $82,234.-
co. Thisis equal to about 5 per cent. of
the total expenditure,

The salaries, commissions, etc., paid in
other municipalities are equal in

Townships to .c45 per cent.

Villages .05 #t
Towns (ORGULE M
Cities Yoy T SRt

of the expenditure of these municipalities.

The decrease in cities and towns 1s
owing totheir larger expenditure.

In discussing the county and township
council question, a most important feature
is that to secure the «fficient and economi-
cal management of a municipality, be ita
county or village, a majority of the coun-
cils must be composed of experienced
members ; this cannot be secured under
our present system. A municipality is
merely a business corporation ; the peo-
ple are its stock-holders and the council
its board of directors. No business enter-
prize can afford to change its board of
directors each year or entrust its affairs to
an inexperienced management.

The present system for electing town-
ship councillors, together with the ward
system in operation in many townships, is
the cause of municipal extravagance or
mismanagement. There is no induce-
ment to the ward member to interest him-
self in the general affairs of his municipa-
lity. ‘The idea of a council elected irres-
pective of ward divisions is a correct one,
it enlarges the constituency of a council-
lor and calls for a wider application of
his influence. Under the present system

of election, township councillors do not
have an opportunity to display their ability
to carry on municipal work in an econo-
mical manner. This could easily be
remedied by extending the term of office
for three years, one being elected each
year ; the result is that experienced men
always form the maj rity. Members of
local boards of health are also appo.mtet-i
for a term of years. In the townships, if
the reeve and one councillor were elected
each year—the councillors retiring in
rotation ; experienced men would always
be found at the council board. Munici-
pal office would then be accepted_ by
many who object to the annual election.
Road and biidge imprevements, which
now cost one-third of all taxes collected, '
would be carried on in a uniform manner.
It will be admitted by all that the same
reasons advanced for a change in the
township council system are applicable to
the county councils; the business o_f
which should be iransacted by experi-
enced members, It is rather misleading- 1
to say that the business of county coun- =
cils is to be judged by the amount pf the
controllable expenditure. It is their duty
to keep the unconurollable expenditure =
within reasonable limits.

In many cases the greater portion of the
county rate is for works and other debts
contracted by former county councils ;and
it is to prevent a repetition of these ex-
penditures that experience is necessary.
In addition, many questions not of a
financial nature are brought before the
county councillors for discussion.

et .

One of the arguments against the re-
duction of the members of the county
council is the great advantage derived
under our present system in tral_nmg men
as legislators or to fill other important
public offices through the medium of our
county council. At the present day the
necessity for educating men in pubhcr
business at the public expense, for it i8
expensive, is unnecessary 1f such a neces- E
sity ever did exist, we should now look
forward to a change as the result of our
education system and the influence of the )
press, a medium through which every ratés ;:‘
payer is kept well informed as to the §
duties and responsibilities of their repré:
sentatives in the unicipal cquncxls- .
Many years ago actual experience in pub-
lic life was considered a necessity to the
attainment of this knowledge. e |

The benefits that would accrue tocoun
ties by having the members of the counc“-; B
elected for a term of three years, can only .
be estimated bythose who are ina posi
tion to point out the many important mat:
ters that new and inexperienced membe!
overlook. It is contended that the work
done by large county councils could be
done more satisfactorily by a smaller body
and that much of the county expendituré
is practicably uncontrollable and the €
pense of the councils quite out of propor-
tion to the amount that they may di
of at their discretion.
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A great deal has been written as to the
best means 1o adopt to effect a reduction
Of the number of members of county
Councillors, 50 that it will be representa-
tive, Mr. McEvoy, in his essay on the
atario township, refers to this question
3 follows; «Jp order to bring the
Observation of county business home to
€ electors, it would be well to elect a
ounty council independent of the town-
AP council. Let the electors of each
m"“'mbality nominate candidates for
county councillors at their township nom-
ations, the county clerk to prepare bal-
Ots Containing the names of all the candi-
ates Nominated throughout the county,
3nd send whatever number of these may
€ needed to each township clerk before
Slection gy, By this means every
member would represent, not any particu-
,l‘jf township, but the whole county.
. 1€ members would be as likely to do
Justice between the several townships as
Q%€ chosen on the present plan. One
I to the present system is that
--nw?nges are increa:sing, and that village and
% Tépresentatives almost outnumper
VNShip representatives in some counties.
f.xce:e 15 also an objection, owing to the
% that many villages which, when incor-
gﬁ;ﬂled. had attained a sufficient popula-
e would not now fulfil the requirements
cessary for incorporation,

Villahe Act makes no provision whereby a
fromge ~Comes part of the municipality
o which it wag first taken, The resuit
our At very many village representatives in
Enci(;(!(-)umy council represent constitu-
Umissh, half a dozen of which would not
i the Qualification necessary for a
iop 'Y°Teeve in townships. The propor-
= 38 to population, equalized value, or
&quitab] voters shows that this is not an
fectia © arrangement. There is an ob-
neCesn t0 raising the number of voters
Ov:a’)’ for a deputy-reeve in townships
fion 599 as the inequality of representa-
*ould then be greater than at present,
o in controlling body must be compos-
1 eco én of éxperience if we are to have
P dit:‘m_llcal adjustment of public ex-
o ducinre’ and we can only obtain this by
Cougs B the number of members of the
Y council. How small they would
Coun: af: ot prepared to say, ‘but in no
POSEdyo:‘ ould the county council be com-
a plan ofmlore than nine members, and as
followis election we would suggest the
With oug s being more in accordance
presem”epresentauvg system than the
i dist method :  Divide each_ county
iVisionsucm’ composed of polling sub-
that eael f:;. of local municipalities ; so
Same ny blstnct will contain about the
districy cm €r of voters ; and elect three
Of the |, O?ncxllors for each independent
Years toca 9ou_ncnls;fpra term of three
4 dopged Tetire in rotation.  [f this plan is
Body of We would have an experienced
M€ to control county business;

¢ independent of the town-

:gfy would b
b Councils', and would not be influenced
Considerations,

by locg

Norfolk Clerks’ Association—Inaugural
Meeting.

The municipal clerks of Norfolk county
met at Simcoe on Wednesday, January
2gth, for the purpose of forming a county
association. The following being all of the
clerks in the county, were present: John
Phelan, M. D., Walsingham Centre; S.
Cunningham, Waterford ; John Machon,
Charlotteville ; Jas. Boyd, Houghton ;
Jas. Ryan, Port Rowan; R. Chrysler,
Delbi; John Bumett, Middleton; F.
Bowiby, Woodhouse ; _Capt. Green, Wind-
ham ; N. C. Ford, Simcoe. A. McFar-
lane, president, and W. Faxr.ley, secretary,
of Oxford County Association, were also
presert to assist their brother clerks in
completing their organization. Dr. Phelan
was appointed chairman and Jas. Ryan
secretary. In his opening remarks, the
chairman stated that about twenty years
ago a similar meeting of cletks was held
at Simcoe for the purpose of forming an
association, but for various reasons its
purpose was not accomplished. Since
that time many associations of public
officers, including division court clerks,
constables, and others, have be_en formed,
and have proved to be an assistance and
benefit to their members in the pertorm-
ance of their official duties. He hoped
that this meeting would result in the for-
mation of a permanent association of the
clerks of Norfolk county, and concluded
by reading a letter from the secretary of
Oxford Uounty Association, giving a de-
tailed account of the formation and work-
ing of that association. :

gAt this juncture a very palpable illus-
tration of the usefulness of these meetings
occurred. The several clerks in the
county are issuers of auctioneers’ and
pedlars’ licenses, valid throughout the
county, and unless a clerk, when he issues
a license, will at once notify the county
inspector, that officer may be put to need-
less trouble at times.

The county inspector addressed the
meeting, and suggested that some plan be
adopted to get over the difficuity men-
ioned. 9 :
tlOAf«er discussion, the meeting decided
to ask the county council to.instruct the
county clerk to keep a register of licenses,
each clerk to notify him when he issues a
license, the inspector to get information
required from the register. If it was not
for the clerks’ meeting, the inspecfor
would have had a go;;d deal of trouble to

:ure uniformity in the returns.
Se(lgresident Mc)%arlane, of Oxford, ad-
dressed the meeting, and explained the
benefits derived from their association.

A motion was carried, ‘tl'gankmg th_e
secretary of Oxford association for his
letge; motion of Mr. Boyd, seconded by
Mr. Cunningham, it was resovlved to pro-
ceed with the formation of an association
of the municipal clerks of Norfolk county.

Tur MunicipAL WorLD then became
the subject of discussion. Every cletk

present appeared to be a reader and ad-
mirer of that publication. The blank
forms supplied are Jargely used by the
clerks in the county. At the conclusion
of the discussion a miotion was passed,
expressing the epinion that all municipal
clerks should support Tur MuUNICIPAL
WorLD by becoming subscribers, and by
making use of its columns for the ex-
change of information relating to their
duties and office ; and that in the pur-
chasing of municipal blanks, when the
matter is in the discretion of the clerk, he
should patronize Tue MunicipaL WorLD
Publishing House.

On motion of Mr. Bowlby, seconded by
Capt. Green, Messrs. Phelan, Cunningham
and Boyd were appointed a delegation to
wait upon the county council, then in
session, to lay before that body the letter
from ‘the secretary of Oxford County
Association, and ascertain the opinion of
council in reference to assisting a similar
association for the county of Norfolk.

The delegation, on returning to the
meeting, reported that the county eouncil
was favorable to the formation of a clerks’
association, and had promised to give the
question of financial aid their serious
consideration.

The following officers of the association
were appointed :  S. Cunningham, Water-
ford, president ; F. Bowlby, Simcoe, vice-
president, and Jas. Ryan, of Port Rowan,
secretary.

The association then adjourned, to
meet again at Simcoe on Tuesday in the
week following the Simcoe Fair, at 1o
a. m,

The interest taken in this, the inavgural
meeting of the Noifolk Clerks’ Associa-
tion, augurs well for the permanency and
future usefulness of that organization, and
should the county council do its duty by
granting some financial aid towards hold-
ing an annual meeting, there is no doubt
that the expenditure will be more than
repaid by the benefit the municipalities
will derive from the existence of the asso-
ciation.

One More Trial.

“Josiar,” said Mrs. Corntossel, “with
all yer work an’ worry and stayin’ up o’
nights ye didn’t carry the countiy fur our

arty.”

“T'hat’s what I didn’t,” was the melan-
choly reply.

“Ye didn’t carry the state, neither,”

“No.”

“Ye didn’t carry the township.”.

“I shorely didn’t.”

“Well, Josiar, a wife’s confidence never
fails. 1 still believe in yer.”

“Thet's downright kind ¢’ you, Man-
d ."

y“Ye’re carryin’ capacity may not be
whut I thort it was, but I'll take one more
chance on it. ’Spose ye git out o’ the
rockin’ chair fur ten minutes an’ try yer
han’ at carryin’ a load o’ woad.”—Wash-
ington Star, ,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

This paper is not responsible for opinions expressed by
corresponderts.

All communications must be accompanied bv the name
of the writer, not necessarily for publication, but so that
the publishers wil knuw trom whom they are received.

Voters’ Lists.

To the Ecitor of Tue Municirar. WorLD &

DeArR Sir,—As the time for making
out Voters’ Lists is approaching, and as
the easiest and least liable to mistakes is
the b:st method to adopt, I submit my
plan of preparing li-ts, which I think 15
the best. I discard all previous lists, and
take the assessment roll as I find it,

Page 1:
Turner, Thos... ... S
fames, Wi D rss i i T
Simpson, James ... .. .. F
Foylom, Tohn's: oo F
Thompson, Cnas.......T
johnston, Wm ,..... ... I
Sample;, - John .. i T
Spackman, Hugh, ...... i)

I take a scribbler and use a leaf for
each letter of the alphabet, as follows :
A. B.

C D. and so on.

I find on pags 1, Turner, Thos. 1
place the name ia my scribbler, as under,
followirg the column I find Taylor, John,
which I piace under No. 1.*

PART ONE OF LIST,

3. Turner Thos., T.ot 1, Huron St., M.F., Owner
1. Taylor John, Lot 12, William St., M, F., Owner
2. Thompson has., 16, Main St., M. F.; Tenant

1 then number them, so as to make a
stricily alphabetical list, as shown, and
make my copy for the printer accordingly:

T iy'or, John, etc,
Thompson, Chas.,, el
Turner, Thomas, etc.
Yours,
AN OLp CLERK.

Shyster Lawyers and Clients.

The Elgin County Council will Petition
the Legislawure to pass an act requiring all
pariies entering  actions for damages
against municipalitizs to give security for
costs when in the opinion of the county
judge they should do so. Thisis not a
new question, hut by united action the
desired lcgislation may be secured. A few
dwys ago a deputation of the Toronto
Board of ‘I'rade, headed by President
Caldecott, waited on the Provineial Cabi-
net with a view of getting amendments to
the law that will make it more difficult for
solicitors’ actions to be started
cuted against merchants and others. They
gave a number of instances in which the
libel Jaw had been used to extort money
from publishers and others, as well as cases
of injury where merchants had been com-
pelled to incur heavy bills of cost in order
to defend actions brought by worthless
persons incited thereto by solicitors, The
remedy suggested was to have all such
cases submitted to a judge with authority
to determine how the case should be tried,
whether in the Division Court or by a jury.

and prose-

In this way, Mr, Caldecott contended, no
one would be deterred from obtaining
justice because of poverty, while there
would de no incentive to shyster lawyers
to fake up cases and conduct them on
speculation.  Sir Oliver Mowat promised
his setious consideration.

The Township of South Walsingham and
the Long Point Company.

Ever since the formation of the Long
Point Company, the subject of assess-
ment has been a bone of contention in
the Township of South Walsingham, of
which it forms a part. Long Pont, now
an island, was once a narrow pemnsula,
runping from the westerly pait of Wal-
singham in an. easterly direciion into
Lake Eiie about thirty mules. Many
years ago the lak2 made a wide and deep
gap, at the west end and at present is an
island ; on the south like side isa wide
sand beach, north of that the island is
composed of sind ndges covered with
woods, alternating with barren marshes.
About the year 1865, Long Point Island
with the adjuining m wrsh, with the except-
ion ol 150 acres, became the property of
the Game Preserve Company.  Deer
used to be plenty on the Puint, but were
all killed off betore the company assumed
possession. ‘I'he Point is now well stocked
the company having placed many dcer
on it. Previous to its purchase by the
company it was crown land, and was not
assessed, but in 1867 it was assessed to
the company at $5 coo,in 1868 $5,200, in
"69 $,7,000, in 70, $8,000, but on appeal
batore the county jidge was reduced to
$7,0c0 in 71, '75 $8,000, when it was put
up to $io,000, Tnis was graduaily
raised to $15,003 in "84, In 1870 statu.e
labor was charged against the company.
The company appealed against 1he
amount ot assessment, $8 000, and statute
labor. The Cuurt of Kzvision would not
make any change and the company then
appaaled to ihe county judge, who re-
duced the assessmant to $7,00¢, and
ordered the statute labor siruck off the
roll; the question having been brought ba-
fore the Court of Queen’s Benen and
Judg: Ga'truled that (he county judge
bad no power to inteifere with the statute
labor.

In 1875 a by-law was passed to attach
Long Puint to a school section, but on
appeal,the county judge and the education
department decided hat it could not be
annexed to any section, but could bz
formed into a new section, which, how-
ever, has not been done, In 1884 an
appeal against the county, equiliz.tion
having been made by the Towoship of
Woodnouse, the whole question of values
came up. Judge McMahon put Long
Point at $75000 dollars in his report,
and consequcntly, in 1885 the ass.ssor
entered it at the same, t.e., $75,000. On
appeakbelore Judge Livingstone it was re-
duced to $15,000, and assessed at this
amouat until 1890, when it was raised to
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$25,000; in 1891, $30,000; 1892, $35,
000 ; 1895, $40,000. On appeal l?tfqre
Judge Robb the assessment was again re-
duced to $15,000, and so it stands at
present. If sume agreement is not come
to between the company and the town-
ship, the question of assessment will con-
tinu¢ to be a source of expense and
trouble to both the township and the
company. No claim has been made for
either school tax or statute labor siuce
1875.

A Sinking Fund Commission.

A practical suggestion was made by
Ald. Preston in the Toronto city council
the other day when he moved in the ques-
tion of havirg a commission appointed
to manage sinking funds. In support of
his motiun, he pointed out that there were
large sums in airears of taxes which were
now carried “y overdrafts in the banks.
The city had been paying large amounts
for interest.  In 18go, $49,000 were paid;
in 1891. $44.000 ;10 1892, $48,000 ; in
1893, $50,000 ; in 1804, $43,000 ;in 1895
$30,000. What he wanted to do was to
see if something ¢could not be done by
which the payment of large sums in bank
interest in advance of the collection of
taxes might be avoided, and part of the
sinking funds applicd temporarily for that
purpose.  Roughly speaking, he thought
they could save $25.000 to $35,000a year
if they could get the permission of the
legislature to use the council’s own
moneys.

For many years there would be large
sums of sinking funds under the control
of the corporation. The treasurer had
minifested much wisdom in managing
this fund in the past, but, wih all def
ference to the council, it had placed too
much responsibility on one man. |
thought it might be an improvement if a
Bowd of Trustees were appointed, con-

sisting of the Mayor, the Chairman of the

Executive and one private citizen, who
fora very mnderate emolument would
manage these funds.— Glode.

Vacant Lot Cultivation.

In Boston the experiment has been
tried of allowing poor people to cultivate

the vacant land convenient to the city.

An important committee of leading citi=

He  f

zens have been given charge of this busi- &

ness,

The committee have recently made

areport, in which the results of the plan 8

are very favorably spoken of. A tract o!‘
sixty acres of land was secured near the

city and divided up in plots of one acré

each. A number of these lots were cult

vated by women, and their children.

The harvest of potatoes and other vegetd
bles wis good.  The committees consider
the plan an excellent one, and among thé
other good results it is creating a taste fof

farming among the unemployed of the

city,
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ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT.

A. W. CAMPBELL,
O:LSy, C.Buy AuMLC.S., CoR.

P EDITOR
T s e L R e S T
Engineering.

F : : 3 ;
wh he €ngineering p-ofession is one to

e ’;*:i(;\re may well refer with sentiments
Soiy. ﬁ. and admi-ation. It numbers
mentsgh 5 members, men whose achieve-
e ave won for themselves undying
Hiont, wrt:]en of great intellectual attain-
Veranceh()se untiring industry and perse-
M a\;e taught maa how to overcome
Pigres acles encountered in all great
ivtam\qlhve e€nterprises, how to bind ihe
s antd orcs of continents with roads of
stm; TJO span the rivers with ribs of
g ey have tunneled the moun-
». uniting by safe and easy subter-
Passages, productive valleys, and
Weans of clise and rapid com-
on and intcrchange between peo-
o cor:led by nature’s barriers, They
Bhintio Tcl;ed by means of artificial
oppomm,mav.g-b!e Watcrs, thus  affording
evelap t;s tor the commercial world to
COntiront, eh_vasn natural resources of
Useless (o Which otherwise would remain
Moment manA. When we reflect for a
expendedan‘d consnd_ef the time and labor
e tm a‘quiring the information
0 the erf io perform the duties pertaining
i Drepaﬁa?'ee"'ng profession, we feel that
and g 11on Involves as thorough a drill
“Cipline of the mind as that of any

80 ofien i 0 Why”then are con.dilions
is tha T lrent? The reason e-v:dently
$0lirces th e.do not stop to consider the
erived ant;melastxqg benefits are chiefly
to lheir’au not having the same brought
in theirenu'm' are frequent!y indiffer-
SUggesteq Support of their undertakings
"OVementq Y engineers for certain im-
Seekin Mmanilestly for the advantage
gineers mll’“”t.v of the community. En-
this wap oft‘ make an effort to remove
7. every terest and endeavor to show
POsal thag lhonorable means at their dis-
i 1o impro eIr great and primary object
Pt t\)re the condition of their fellow
adop y honest and faithful service,

ting ri ;
Tanksg iggn:.'rgoro“s'methods to drive from

Municar;
Ple sepa

gain t} a“_t Pretenders, they will soon
ly Sran:;; [:pmval and confidence so free-

O members of other profes-
ng pro
Densaglgos? labors are considered indis-
foeneﬁxg ath"“ﬁ{h conferring no greater
0 thay &ire uch is being done even now
Promgye th(t"on; a marked tendency to
Profeggi, € Interests and standing of the
i5 5 eyigen; f2Pidly manifesting itself.
Ports Bty f:i from the very favorable re-
Of the work‘ej Concerning the excellence
Subject agry one during the past year. A
Entiop tﬁctmg. much well-deserved at-
1S the gey,) 1€ various parts of our country
Toads, Plorable condition of our public

a Y 2
mﬁnagemem“d“wn due mainly to the

OW hayina 1“‘1 inexperience of those
Nd majg e SPAT8e of their construction
ance.  No fact was ever more

certain than that the present arrangement
of our road management must be radically
and entirely changed if we are to have
the much desired improvements so essen-
tial to the best interests of every com-
munity., The experience of European
countries teaches us that good roads will
never be assured while the administration
of affairs pertaining to them is assigned
merely to local authorities. The super-
vision must be, as far as circumstances
will permit, on leading ecountry roads,
granted to county councils which must be
empowered to employ in road construc-
tion only persons qualified for this exe-
cution of the work. In this way only
can anything like a uniform and progress-
ive system bz inaugurated. And while
the engineers are not necessarily road-
makers and have possibly, in the great
majonity of cases, given no attention what-
ever to the subject, it behooves all pro-
gressive citizens to give this matter atten-
tion and render all possible assistance in
the move for the betterment of this im-
portant factor in the advancement of our

country.

Filteration of Water.

The question of the filteration of water
in connection with public supply has of
late years been receiving careful considera-
tion, and in a great many places has been
adopted, and without exception has prov-
en of very great benefit. In order to un-
derstand its importance and the efficiency
of its work, it is well to observe that the
well known phenompa of fermentation,
which, until recent years, was the accepted
theory, based on the assumption that
syme organic substances in the act of
undergoing decomposition were capable
of causing the fermentation and decay of
other organic substances with which they
were pliced in contact. The danger was
from the dead rather than from the living
and growing organisms. Great impor-
tance was attached to the organic matter
in water which was known to have been
derived from animal and vegetable sub-
stances with which the water had been in
contact, so long as this was the accepted
theory. But classical research has broken
down this theory of fermentation and  has
shown that the process of fermentation
and putrefaction is due to living organ-
isms and not to the decomposing organic
matter, and that living organisms are
certainly the cause of probably ail zymotic
diseases. Thus much of the direct import
of the presence of the organic matter in
water was removed, ch i ef interest being
to serve as an indication of the possible
presence of living organisms endowed with
virulent properties. One of the cardinal
principles of modera sanitary science 1s
the communicability of typhoid fever by
water. All hygenic authorities and all
others who devote much attention to the
sanitary aspect of water supply bave accept-
ed this germ theory of disease which has
caused such rapid development of our
knowledge of micro-organisms.

It is only of very recent years that the
study of micro-organisms in water has
assumed any degree of importance but by
means ot this, bacteralogical examination,
it is possible to-obtain a far more satis-
factory knowledge of the purity of a water
than in any other way. Chemical analysis,
except as it may indicate a possible source
of dangerous contamination being of little
importance in the majority of cases, The
recent examination of St. Thomas city
water by the provincial analyst is indica-
tive of a mostwholesome condition of the
water, and the success of the method of
filteration employed. Although some of
the bacteria removed are probably harm-
less, their removal is of great importance,
for disease-producing organisms do not
differ from those-so as to render it prob-
able that they would act differently in the
process of filteration. This was demon-
strated most conclusively by the experi-
ence of the German cities «f Hamburg
and Altona during the cholera epidemic of
1892. These two cities are side by side
on the River Elbe. Inthe case of Ham:
burg the water supply is taken from the
river above the city and is delivercd to the
consumers. Altona takes its supply from
the river below Hamburg aiter it has re-
ceived the scwage of a population of nearly
800,000, but is filtered before delivered for
consumption. In Hamburg the death roll
was 1,250 per 100,c00, and in Altona but
221 per 100,000 of population. From the
source of supply the reverse would reason-
ably be expected—very conclusive evi-
dence of the benefits of filteration,

First attempts were made at filteration
in England about fifty years ago and ever
since Europe has been expcrimenting in
filteration  of public water supplies.
Obvious benefits are demonstrated in the
decrease of death rates wherever filtered
water has been permanently established.
Filteration, as carried on under the latest
improved methods, is not a costly matter.

It is commonly thought that filteration
only clarifies the water and that while
water may be perfectly clear, millions of
bacteria may be present in a glass, but
the filteration of system not only means
clarifying but purifying as substantially set
forth in the chemical and biological
analysis. The coagulant used nct only
arrests and gathers together the small
particles but forms a coating over the sur-
face of the filter which affords not onlya
most solid mass which holds back the
infinitesimals but prevents the impurities
from entering deeply into the surface of
the bed. It is the only absolutely safe
method of domestic purposes when the
supply comes from a running stream and
no public water supply ir the least way
exposed to contamination is proper or
complete without sand filteration.

Getting Even.

“Why did the jury of farmers convict
the detendant >—he was clearly innocent.”
“Yes ; but the trial cost the county

$9,000.




Drainage.

In almost, if not quite every town-
ship extensive tracts of swamp lands

are found not only un'ﬁt,' in their
natural state for cultivation, but
in many instances by reason of ob-

noxious effluvia arising trom stagnant
water, dangerous to health. To say that
these swamps are the most fertile and the
most valuable lands in Canada, is but to
repeat the asseition of all who have suc-
cessfully tried the experiment of reclaim-
ing them.

The soil of these tracts is usually a
black muck, partly the product of vege-
table growth and decay of the spot, and
partly the deposit of the higher portion
of the upland scil, brought down by the
washing of showers, and by spring freshets.
The leaves of the surrounding forest, too,
are naturally dropped by the autumn
winds into the lowest places, and these
swamps have received them for ages.
Usually these lands lie in basins among
the hills, sometimes along the banks of
streams and rivers, always at the lowest
level of the country.  Their surface is
usually level, and even as compared with
other lands. Their soil or deposit is of
various depth, from one foot to twenty,
and is often almost atloat with water, so
as to shake under the feet in walking
over it. The subsoil corresponds in
general with that of the surrounding coun-
uy, but is oftener of sand than clay, and
not unfrequently is of various thin strata
indicating alluvial formation. Notorious-
ly such lands are unhealthiul, producing
fevers and agues. in their neighborhood,

often traceable to tracts no larger than a
very few acres,

In considering how to drain such
tracts the first inquiry is as to the source
of the water. Wh.t makes the land too
wet 2 Is it the direct fall of rain upon it,
othe influx of water by visible streams
which have no suffivient outlet ; the down-
flow of rain and spow water from the
neighboring hills ; or the bursting up of
springs from below? Examine and de-
cide which and how many of these four
sources of moisture contribute to flood
the tract in question. We assume that
the swamp is in a basin, or at least is the
lowest land of the neighborhood. The
three or four feet of rain water annually
falling upon it, unless it has an outlet,
must make it a swamp, for there can usu-
ally be no natural drainage downward be-
cause the swamp itself is the lowest spot,
and no adjacent land can draw off water
from its bottom. Of course there is lower
land towards the natural outlet, but usu-
ally this is narrow and quite insufficient
to allow of drainage by lateral percola-
tion. Then always more or less water
must run upon the surface or just below
it from the hills, and usually a stream is
found in the swamp if none pours into it
from above.

The first stepis a survey to ascertain
the tall over the whole, and the nextis to
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provide a deep and sufficient outlet. Here
we must bcar in mind a peculimity of
such lands, All lands subside more or
less by drainage, but the soils of which we
are speaxing far more than any other,
Marsh and swamp lands often subside or
settle one or two feet, or even more.
Their soil of fibrous roots, decayed leaves
and the like,"almost floats, or at least ex-
pands like a sponge, and when it is com-
pacted by removing the water it occupies
far less space than before. This fact must
be kept in mind in all the process, The
outlet must be made low enough to draw
water after the subsidence of the soil to
its lowest point,

If a natural stream flow through or from
the tract it will usu lly indicate the lowest
level ; and the straightening and clearing
out of this nawural stream ‘or drain may
usually be the first operation after open-
g a proper outlet. Then a catch-water
open drain just at the juncion of the high
and low land entirely round the swamp,
will be necessary 1o intercept the water
flowing into the swamp. This water will
usually be found to flow in both on the
surface and beneath it, and in greater or
less quantities according to the formation
of the adjacent land. This catch-water is
essential to success. The wettest spot in
a swamp is frequently just at its edge, be-
cause there the surface water is received
and because there, too, the water that has
come down on an impervious subsoil
stratum finds vent. It is in vain to at-
tempt to lay dry a swamp by drains, how-
ever deep, through its centre. The water
kas done its mischicf, before it reaches
the centre. Itshould be intercepted be-

fore it has entered the tract to be reclaim-
ed.

The drain must be deep, and therefore
wide and sloping so that it may be kept
open, and itshould be curved round fol-
lowing the line of the upland to the out-
let. Often it has been found that a single
drain six or eight feet deep, has complete-
ly drained atiact of twenty-five or thirty
acres by cutting off all the source of the
supply of water except that of the clouds.

When the surface-water and shallow
springs have thus Leen cut off, the drainer
will soon be able to dctermine whether
he has effected a cure of his dropsical
patient.  Often it will be found that deep
seated springs burst up inthe middle of
these low tracts, furnishing good and pure
water for use. These being supplied by
high and distant fountains run under our
decpest drains, and find vent through
some fracture in the subsoil, They dif-
fuse their ice cold water through the soil
and prevent the growth of all valuable
vegetation. To these we must apply the
system of running a deep drain from some
side or central drain stiaight to them and
drawing off the water low enough beneath
the surtace to prevent injury. A small
covered drain with three inch pipes, will

usually be sufficient to afford an outlet to
any such spring.

Good Clay Road.

How to make a good country road is a
problem of widespread interest. In large
areas of the ccuntry, common, earth
roads will have to answer all purposes for
some time to come. In a recent number  §
of the Pittsburg Dispatch, Mr. Jobn M. §
Burn describes a plan he bhas followed for =
several years with entire satisfaction, as
follews :

“Cut the ditches down three or four =
feet lower than the roadway, use a two
horse scraper to curve the surface, and
the natural forces set in operation will do ‘
all the rest. The water drains out of the
body of the roadway, the mud surface
dries and toughens as it dries, the scrapet
fills all 1uts and cuts away all vegetation,
the sun and air dry a hornhard surface ;
rainstorms simply wash it off clean, and i0 ,
an hour or so after the rain it is as bard 8
as before. I present it as the most eff:cc- o 4
tive solution of the problem of making 1§
good country roads with litle expense. B |

The greater portion of clay roads (pro-
bably go per cent) are in front of farms
and owned or rented by people who do
not have the money necessary to macada-
mize (stone) them. They really cannot
afford to do so, and it is really to their ‘i
assistance 1 desire to direct these —f
thoughts. This is such a simple matter
and so thoroughly cffective that 1 desire
you to consider the analysis. The ex’ .
istence of the open ditch with clean bot} 2
tom gives water a chance to drain out Of = @
the body of the roadway and run awa)jj-
The tough mud worked up by hoofs an
wheels becomes tougher and more com
pact as it drains from below and dries
from above.

The scraper drawn by two slow dralt
horses attacks the surface when sufﬁcnently:
dry, all loose stones are moved into ll:;-’ el
wheel tracks, everything is moved towards &
the middle of the roadway, no vegetatio ¥
remains between the wheelways and the g
ditches, travel compacts the still dampP
material in its new position. A rain maY. -'f
soften some of it again. So much the bet" =&
ter. The scraper trims it smooth agail» “ =g
and about the third time the rcad ¥
smooth, hard compact and dry. it sheds
the water of a storm, because of its curve:
and especially because of solid, impen¢
tratable surface of tough, dry mater J'
Thus it remains and acts until frost sc"fﬁ

G @8yl
in. Ifthe freezing-up is 1apid, the roa® =

is all right and remains so. If alternal il |
freezing and thawing take place it ‘?‘a_ ;
roughen up somewhat, but the ditches airh'**v :
at work and very liitle water can rema d‘{:’ :
in the roadway and the road don’t get b&.»{-" i
enough to speak of, 7,'.:#. \

It takes water and clay to make mud-
Get the water out as soon as possiblé
The ditches do that and it is no longer
the roadway, therefore not much mu “;.rj;'
It has been a very interesting study to ™% =
and I bave watched it in all its W"'?"'"gf:'r
phases for many years” ;

o
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Statute Labor.
“ o s
\he'ﬂz)e btatutfux Labor has become one of
defe«-ti:t e]astlc, pha.ble, ﬂ.cxﬂzle', flimsy,
Satleacte, dissapointing, incfficient, un-
1o scs, ory, old system to be found on
Tiese ute books ot our country to-day.”
: tciivare Strong words but all the more
o one When it is known that they come
ier € of the ablest and most progressive
Gl Ilin the County of Brant, Mr.
i g :ddrooks. I'hey were used by him
v T€8s On th? statue labor ‘system
IﬂSliluteel}:ng of the bqglh Brant Farmers’
week. M eld in the City of Brantford last
de‘ib;:rat r. Brooks is a man of cool and
Witk put;‘ Judgment, having little to do
M '€ matters,exce pt those of general
ittt s Cel,( and after arriving at a de-
He is kr?ea s with no uncertain  sound.
Member O?n thloughput the province as a
When of the Ontario Fees Commission.
ma(hine.an)},) part of our municipal
raign meny Decomes worthy cf such an ar-
S LIt is time that it is wiped from
Icipal code.,
hil ur nf::r years Tur MunicipaL WORLD
B 0vtorkmg alung these lines and
“‘ﬂSlelu%ne ut the defecis, injustice and
o S? o.f the present sysiem and the
‘“COUra):io [raming a better one, and it is
fiok beug ng to k.now'lhat the movement
S I roads is being seconded by the
'I‘hmen~0f the province.
¢ Good Roads Association headed
WOodsrt.oc‘?(n?rew- Patullo, editor of the
oMingt Sentinel Review, a man of in-
el e perseverence and unceasing
efinite s'é:s succeeded in | putting into
8oy tin, ape the agitation, which will, in
epartme £, result In a revolution in this
Will sgye m’l‘ f municipal expenditure- that
e millions of dollars annually to
ple of the province,

nih
tho nei Ll)ast two years we have obtained
Teturg ar Y every township in the province,
S 10 the present expenditure for

oad
bey O‘f)";?;(:ses and the average fora num-
AMmoypt S and also statements of the

lizeng ::rs}:ﬂlme labor It quired from the
Yat we mi b year.  This we did in order
Mpogeq 08 L see the extent of the burden
the hlghwnme People in connection with
Practica)y ayis’ ard in retuin for which they
& yor. CC€IVe nothing, for at the end
foady ;,earl" under the present system, the
re perm””e better and generally no
and egeh anent than at the beginning,
Wre hag Year the whole of the «xpendi-
amollntdfo € again incwred. If the
OUr 50.cq) '3°"ey which has been sunk on
€4 roads could be ascertained
Plegmay;s .- "OUuld startle even the most
COnyiand“ Our citizens, We are fairly
faining ¢ that the building and main-
latgq v, egood’ Permanent roads is calcu-
Of the best possible benefit to

Penges o ANA Will hoth reduce their ex-
Materig)) -Enha"f?e their returns besides
langs. 4 Nereasing the value of their

A grea
&d to 1y, A0 plans have been suggest-

brin,
& about b.tier results, but these

have, to the farmers, been very objection-
able, and this,no doubt, without just canse;
but the only way in which a proper plan
will be arrived at is to bhave the matter
carefully considered and discussed by men
of the calibie of Mr. Brooks.

The agitation has awakened our people,
to the fact that there is something radi-
cally wrong in the present system, and
they are beginning to understand that
much of the money expended yearly on
our public roads is wasted because the
work is generally conducted in a careless
and unsystematic manner, and while the
people believe that a remedy should be
introduced they do nct consider it wise to
abandon the old plan until a better one is
proposed. The continuous and serious
consideration which has been given to the
good roads question demonstrates in a
very forcible manner the urgent necessity
felt throughout the country for material
improvement in our lines of highway com-
munication. Even in portions of the
country sparsely setiled, and possessing
comparatively little wealth, the movement
has met with distinct encourzgement and
an interest in it has been deve oped which
increases with a continued examination of
the question.

During the past summer, reeves and dep-
uty reeves from one end of the provinces
to the other, have had occasion to give
evidence lefore the Ontario Toll Roads
Commission, and the question of main-
tairting these roads in the event of their
beirg acquired by the municipalities was
considered and almost without an excep-
tion these representative men unhesitat-
ingly denounced the statute labor, and
prayed that some better system be formu-
lated by the legislature to take its place.
It is true that there are poitions of the
countiy that may never be in a condition
to invest in the highest quality of highway
construction and maintenance, but there
is probably no portion which will not at
least directly feel the bencficial effects of

the movement and be encouraged to

improve the roads to the highest degree
possible. The great advantage, however,
which is to result, will accrue to the oum-
berless suburban and rural committees
which possess ample wealth for the con-
struction of the very best highways, and
whose members have sufficient business
capacity to realize the sound judgment
involved in the investment,

Wharever enthusiasts may say about
the necessity of any country of improved
rcads, the principles governing the ex-
penditure are precisely (e same as those
which govern any business enterprise, and
the money cannot be wisely exp.e.-nd'cd un-
less the future benefits will justily the
action, Tnere is no doubt that many
sections of the countiy are a'ready in a
condition to be largely benefitted by im-
proved means of highway communication
involving very considerable expendirures.
This is not only true of populous suburban
districts some of which have spent large
sums of money on their roads, but also

of a great many rural centres of popula-
tion and of other sections of the country
in which only improved main lines of
highways between centres of business, or
between these centres and railway points
would be justified. A rational system of
education of popular sentiment and dis-
semination of reliable information regard-
ing the various roads, the construction
and comparative cost of each is more
needed than anything else at the present
time.

The Good Roads Association has
recommended the adoption of a county
road system by which all leading roads
will be maintained by the county and
other roads by the local municipalities.
This is the first definite step which they
have taken beyond preaching the reform,
and it is well for those interested to look
carefully into this system, and, if adopted,
the details of carrying out the work can be
easily arranged.

Inreading the reports of the councils of
some of our towns and cities we find that
as many as two hundred meetings are
held during the year. The business of
municipal councils should be arranged so
that the work is done by permanent ap-

- pointed officers, who will carry out their

instructions and report to them. A cap-
able municipal representative is generally
a man whose time is wholly occupied
with his own business, and if required to
canvass to secure his election, and after-
wards attend fifty or sixty meetings of the
council during the year, the demands upon
his time are out of all proportion to the
business to be transacted. It is enough te
expect councillors to become sufficiently
acquainted with the affairs of their muni-
cipality, to be able to efficiently supervise
the working of the different departments,
be it statute labor in the township, or
waterworks in the city.

Nearly every one willadmit that most of
the woik councillors appear to do is sug-
gested by the permanent officers who have
had experience, and on whom they rely
generally for advice in reference to busi-
ness of the municipality. If these officials
are not competent the standard should be
raised. A municipality cannot afford to
plice the whole of its affairs entirely in the
hands of a council, all-of whom may be
newly elected, and this condition is only
aggravated if the permanent officials are
inefficient. The municipal councils for
1896 should see that the affairs of their
municipality are transacted on a business
basis, and that officials appointed perform
the duties for which they are paid.

Bunkins, I guess, is about the smartest
man of his years in this community, said
the citizen who observes.

Knows a great deal, does he?

Knows a great deal ? I should say so.
Why, sir, that man knows almost as much
as his nineteen-year-old daughter, who is

iin the high school.
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The Decadence of Good Citizenship.

Seymour H. Ransom
In the American Magazine of Civics,

A great deal is heard nowadays about
the essentials of citizenship. The schoo!-
boy declaims about it at commencement;
the college graduate works it off in his
baccalaureate oration ; the pulpit grows
tedious, the platform eloquent, the news--
paper press voluminous, overtheinteresting
theme. Mecn look wonderingly into one
another's faces, and shake their heads
ominously over the dangers that seem to
threaten the republic. “The citizen should
be educated,” they declare with em-
phasis ; ‘‘he should be taught to think, to
feel, and to know about the questions of
the day. Public sentiment should be
awakened, the conscience of the commun-
ity aroused, and the people made 1o real ze
that the very existence of republican gov-
ernment is imperiled—that unlessan active,
earnest, vigilant spirit shall take hold of the
heart and head of our citizenship the
American experiment with democracy will
speedily end in failure and disgrace.”

Such is the cry that greets the public ear
and appeals, not altogether without reason,
to the public understanding. Undoubt-
edly there is—as, indeed, there always has
been—needof stern and sensible insistence
upon the essentials of citizenship. Eternal
vigilance is 1he price of American institu-
tions as well as of liberty. Yet, granting
the necessity of frequently emphasizing the
safeguards of republican government, one
may profilahly consider some causes of the
present discontent. Why is it that to-day
we feel so intensely the pressingimportance
of telligent citizenship? What forces
have been working in the social and polit-
ical life of the pcople of the United States
to disturb them “like the sound of a fire
bell in the nigh!’?

In the early days of the republic the
fathers were beset with difficulties as ser-
ious and were tortured by questions as
critical as the questions and difficulties
that face their children. They knew full
well the perils of the experiment they were
making, and they met the dangers frankly
and fearlessly. They soon learned that
the safety of the rebublic rests upon one
never-to-be-forgotten  principle—the par-
ticipation of every freeman in the affairs of
the nation. At the beginning of the
century public questions were everywhere
of imperative. importance, - Man discussed
politics with interest and intelligence. In
New England the “town-meeting” was the
great educating force. There, men of
every class and condition met on terms of
of equality and talked over matters of local,
state and federal importance, The citizen
was a thinking man ; and bis thought made
and preserved the purest democracy, per-
baps, that the woild bas ever known. In
the South the “town meeting” was absent ;
but another though different force was
quite as active and beneficial as the New
England institution. This was the lyceum,
or the county court-yard, where an intense
interest was taken in everything by every

body. Southerners have always felt at
ease when set to talking. Jefferson,
Henry, Mdison, Pickney, Macon, and
Monroe mingled and talked to the people,
grew familiar with their wants and wishes,
and were in turn weighed, questioned,
and studied by their couvntrymen, Every
freeman in the community was as good as
his neighbor; the idea that “all men are
born equal” was peculiarly significant.
Politics was a passion. Every one was
interested in the questions of the day,
and all spoke freely and frequently their
opinions on the issues that came before
the country. And so the peopls became
thoroughly educated on all public ques-
tions, from a highway improvem«nt to an
international treaty.

A simmlar spirit of activity was manifest
in the Middle States, though perhaps in a
less maiked degree. For in Pennsylvania
and New York were first sown the seeds
of “machine” or “boss” rule—seeds
that have borne amp'e fruit in the pol:ti-
cal orgwizitions which to-day disgrace
these commonwealths, and which haye
made possible a system of government
that strikes at the very root of free institu-
tions by turning the citizen into a piece
of machinery and robbing him, as wcll as
the state, of his individuality.

During the past half century new and
disturbing factors have entered into the
equation of vur national life. The settle-
ment of the grcat West sent the high-
spirited sons of the Atlaniic seaboard to
seek homes west of the Allegheny and
Rocky Mountains. To New England and
the Middle States has come what to some
might seema dangerous horde of foreign-
ers, while in the South has appeared a
still greater menace in the rapidly multi-
plying negro population. Together with
these changed conditions have come
greater opportunities for money-making ;
and through this temptation the people
have lost their interest in politics.  They
have grown too busy to attend the
primary elections, to take part in the town-
meeting, to keep closely in tcuch with
their neighbors on the public square. The
robust realism of cur earlier, open-air life
has at length given place to a hurly-burly,
rush-and-go existence in which “ the main
chance” is the ruling factor. The result
has been that while the people have pro-
gressed wonderlully from a material psint
of view, little has been gained in the
science of government, Active interest
in the questions ot ths day has been lost.
It is an incontestable fact that many per-
sons have become too elegant to soil their
hands with anything so vulgar as practical
politics.  With this decline in individual
activity the people have learned to be-
lieve that the government is a great organ-
ism quite apirt and distant from them-
selves, and that it can easily get along
without their participation. Machine rule
has come in and taken the place of
personal influence. D :mocracy is ceas-
ing to be 2 mass in which the individual
citizen is the unit,
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There is but one way to remedy this
evil. The people must go back immedi-
ately and earnestly to the simpler, wiser,
better ways of their fathers; they must
again seek the old moorings from which
they have drifted so far. They must re-
member that man is, after all, an intelli:
gent being, and that when he surren-
ders his heaven-given individuality to 2
“machine ” he forieits the best aqd price-
liest privilege of democratic citizenship
Above all, they must insist that from
childhood even to old age the citizen
shall carry with him an interest in the

welfare of his country—for is this not the
sum of patriotism P—and engage actively
in every movement that concerns ‘the
township, city, county, state, or Union.
He should remember that a land whicl
was worth fighting for and dying for 1n
the days of his fathers is surely worth
living for in this later time. Political 11~
difference should cease to be a. habit
“While good men sit at home,” says
George William Curtis, ‘“‘not knowing that
there is anything to be done, nor caring
to know, cultivating the feeling that

politics are tiresome and dirty, and poll -‘
ticians only vulgar builies and bravadoes,

half persuaded that a republie is the con
temptible rule of a mob, and secretly
longing for a strong man and a splendid
and vigorous despotism- —then remember
itis not a government wastered by ignor
ance; it is a government betrayed by i
telligence. It is not the victory of the
slums ; it is the surrender of the s«:h_ools'
It is not that bad men are polmg:z}ll);
shrewd ; it is that good men are politicat
infidels and cowards.” Is not this ab:
sence of interest the
cadence in American citizenship ?

The theory that to the victors belong

the spoils of office, applies in many munt
cipalities where new oﬂicqr‘:x are ap.pot.ntc'n
with every change of political majority !

the council ; permanent officers are always

mere efficient. The Pembroke Standa

referring to the appointment of assesso’
“It puzzles the ave™

age mind to find out the reason why n.eﬂf;
ly every year there should be application® |

in that town says:

for the position of assessor when it is ng'
known that the position is vacant. WhY

is not the same rule carried outl in regﬂ‘}
to any of the other offices in the g;ftfor ke |
the council? It would be far better.Q'

the town, and do away with a lot of wir€"
pulling, if the council would, by by;lhae'; i
hold
It i‘i’.}s ]
degrading alike to the council and thé =

first fix the salary of the office and
appoint the best man available to
the office until removed for cause.

ofice to be peddling the assessorsbiP
around.”

Magistrate—Will you leave the town if

I let you go
Flippant Culprit—Sure thing. 1

carrying away.

real cause of dé

3

4

doﬂ;‘;.‘“
& . Box.
believe real estate in this section is wort

Q ‘.
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f0of of By-Laws and other Documeats in
the Possession of the Clerk.

Ac{"(;?" 'éo the Consolidated Municipal
the Munl' 92, there were two sections in
in whi ‘h‘“F'-'l Act providing the manner
St wa a by law should be proved. The
18, whis hSe.ctlun 289, chapter 184, R. 8.
ﬂny'b Go1s as folows: “A copy of
e,aiugc'sw,wfltﬁcn or printed, without
stal of thr Intetlineation, and under the
% tue € corporation, and certified to be
Member S?Pt}; by the cerk, and by any
Authenyig the council, shall be deemed
any coury and be received in evidence in
seal o of justice, without proof of the
Pl adeq Signatures, unless it is specially
th of or alleged that the seal of one or
the signaiures have been forged.

332, I'I(;akl 8, 5. 290.” The other, section
Tesoluti, nes a copy of a by-law, order or
clerk a;!ci certificd under the hand of the
Shew;, : under.the corporate seal, and
from thy affidavit to have been received
Quash SE glcrk, evidence on motion to
This gac C, by-law, order or resolution.
Mendm Was repealed by “ The Municpal
tion Subsﬁ”l Act, 1892,” and another sec-
Section m“tled 1n1ts place, but the new
gard 1o tha €s the same p ovision in re-
184, R s < proof 'requlred. Sec. 247;.c
"“Pecxim} o'fo" entitles any person to in-
POl book assessment rolls, voters’ lists,
Session of ?}r Ot‘hc‘r documents in the pos-
the ratet ? ¢lers, and to copies thereof
OF at syuch ? ten cents per hundred words,
Points anq OWer rates as the council ap-
therefoy 1},0“ Payment of the proper fee
Within 5 e clerk is required to farnish
Uni:ias?'-lable time, to any elector of

sted irl:a ity, or to any other person
o, or 1o any by-lqwg, order or resolu-
such or, his solicitors a copy of
hig aner Or resolution certified under
Seul, 46 Va“d under the corporate
TR L T - R
S Mendme N was by The Municipal
g ther nt Act, 1892, amended by add-
“La €lo the following amendment ;
¥ of any document in the pos-

ifltere

A cop

sQSSIQn
of the 0,:;(" under the control of the clerk
hang and Unicipality certified under his

Under (hé corporate seal of the

UNiginal
hag 'Pality may, afier the original thereof

todf,el)eerl ﬁ‘l)md.u"ed from the proper cus-
Otiginaj ansd N any court in heu of such
Wit shall be received 11 evidence

tion o OPTOOf of the seal of the corpora-
ter of the the signature or official charac-
the Same aPETS()l:‘ appearing to have signed
Unless tha » w”h‘_)llt further proof thereof
cannotc ourt or judge otherwise directs.”
One ge “sp Y’hy the Legislature has not
Proof 1 1. 104 provided one mode of
$€cling 4. PPlicable in all cases. Under
‘d'lctionsgfz all that js required is the pro-
Under g ha Copy of the by-law certified

: : 40d of the clerk and under the

corporate seal, and shown by affidavit to
have been received from the clerk. Sec.
289 on the other hand requires a copy
without erasure or interlineation and under
the seal of the corporation and certified to
be a true copy by the clerk and by any
member of the council,

Sub-section 2, of section 247 is very
good as far as it gees, but it does not go
far enough. It appears to be siill neces-
sary to subpcena the clerk and have him
produce the original, and after the origin-
al has been produced, from the proper
custody, then a copy certified under the
liand of the clerk and seal of the corpora-
tion may be filed in lieu of the original.
This amendment was a step in the right
direction. It obviates the necessity of
having the originals filed in court and
enables the clerk to retain them in his
own possession and thereby prevenis them
being mislaid or lost. But we do not see
the necessity of 1equiring the clerk, who
is a public officer, to leave his office and
be absent for days perhaps, merely for the
purpose of producing the original. Public
documents should not be taken away from
the office of the officerin whose custody
they are, unless they are absolutely neces-
sary for the purpose of being used in a
court of justice, The public are enti'led
to go to the office to inspect them, and
they should always be there fcr inspection.
We would suzgest that there should be
one simple rule that a copy of -any by-law,
order, resolution or proceeding of the
council or of any document in the custody
of the clerk as such clerk, certified under
his hand to be a true copy and under the
seal of the corporation of the municipality

‘without any proof of the seal where a seal

is necessary, or of the signature, or of the
official character of the person appearing
to have signed the same, should be evi-
dence in any court of justice, in every
case in which the original would be
admissable in evidence. The rate to be
paid for copies should not be left in the
discretion of the council. Ten centsa
folio of one hundred words, considering
that it includes a s-arch, comparing the
copy with the origina!, and a certiticate
that it is a true copy, is not too much.
In this way the original documents can be

kept in the office where they will be

accessable at all times to the public.

Municipal Socialism.

OWNERSHIP BY MUNICIPALITIES BECOMING
POPULAR WITH THE PEOPLE,

An article in a recent issue of the North
American Review gives us some idea of
the growth of this spirit in other countries
than our own. The writer says:

“The new school of municipal adminis-
tration in England enters into the life of
the people. It not only takes upon itself
the unprofitable side of the local budgets,
but argues very plausibly that a well gov-
erned municipality can afford to give no
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privileges by which corporations may enrich
themselves at the expense of the commun-
ity ; that such profits belong to the com-
munity at large or should be used to
promote the general welfare.

“B:ginning with the municipalization of
gas aud water, the idea has extended to
tramways, markets, baths, librarics, picture
galleries, technical schools, ariizans’ dwell-
ings, cricket ficld, football grounds, tennis
courts, gymnasia for girls as well as boys,
regulation of refreshment tariffs, free chairs |
in the parks, free music, and last, though
not least, it is proposed to invade the
sacred rights of John Bung bimself and
municipalize the gin shops and public
houses.

“At Glasgow a short time ago I was
afforded an opportunity of 1iding in the
newand comfortable city tramcars. These
cars are gaily emblazoned with the city
coat of arms. The men are dressed in
new and handsome uniforms, and instead
of toiling from fouiteen to sixteen hours
per day to enrich a corporation, these men
work ten houts, are paid higher wages then
before, and to all app arances ate treated
like human beings. And yet travelling is
cheap enough—one mile one cent In-
stead of charging, as in Lond n, a higher
rate for long distances, workingmen are
encouraged to seek homes out of town by
a proportioned reduction as the distance
increases,

“The municipality of Glasgow took over
the tramways simply because the private
company refused to agree to improve the
lot of its employees. Fortunately, hke
Liverpool and Manchester. Glasgow has
wisely constructed itsown tramways. They
had been leas=d to the vrivate company
for twenty:five years, and the lcase expired
last year. In renewing this lease the dis-
agreement occurred which ended in the
determination of the cily to carry on the
business itself, The old company 1efused
to sell its rolling stock, whercupon the
municipal corporation, not to be bluffed,
purchased a new and handsome outfit,
lighted the cars by electricity, and is to-day

- earrying on the basiness, I hope success-

fully.

“Ieeds last year took charge of its own
tramways, and for much the same reason
as Glasgow. The inefficiency of the ser-
vice and. its exactions fiom employes
created such a widespread dissatisfaction
that the corporation brought out the com-

pany. Wages were at once increased and
hours reduced. What is the result?
Loss? Notatall. An increase of half a

million of passengers, and a profit to the
municipality.”

Made His Election Sure.

“How did Brown happen to get the
nomination "

“He placed himself in the hands of his
friends.

“I suspect he placed something more
than himself in the hands of his friends.”
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QUESTION DRAWER

Subseribers are entitled to answers to all _ques-
tions submitled, if they pertain to Municipal
matiers. It i particularty requested that all
facts and circumstances of each case submitted for
an opinion should be stated as clearly and, ex-
plicity as posvible. Unless this request is com-
plied with it is impossible to give adequate advice.

—

Communications requiringimmediate
attention will be answered free by

post, on receipt of a stamped address-
ed envelope.

Trustee—Election —Farmers’ Sons.

28.—J. McCi—1. On account of an irregu-
larity, a trustee elected at the annual meeting re-
signed a few days after the elections, but in the
interval the trustees appointed a certain party as
auditor, but had not notified him of his appuint-
ment, so, of course, had not accepted. At a
special meeting this parly was elected trastee,
Is his election legal ?

2. Cin farmers’ sons act as trustees or vote
for trustees at a meeting or poll ?

T, Yes;

2. No.

Barbed Wire Road Fence—RBoad Lines and Burveys.

29.—T. U.—1. (a) Is a barbed wire fence ona
roadside a lawful fence situated ina village uningor-
porated? (b) If any damage were done to stock
running at large could the council be held respon-
sible for it ?

2. A has a fence on the street. B, on the
opposite side of street, has his lot surveyed and
staked out by a licensed surveyor. Can the
lines run by B be taken as parallel lines for the
other side of the street by weasuring 66 feet
across without the expense of another survey ?

3. What steps would be necessary to compel A
to put the fence on the right line?” What length
of notice would have to be given, and could this
be done by a pathmaster ?

4. Or would the municipality have to em loy a
surveyor to determine the correct line if they
were not satisfied with the line claimed by A 10
be right, which does not agree with that on the
other side of the road ?

5. And in case the municipality got the line

surveyed could they collect the cost or any part of
it from A?

1. (a) Yes, (b) No.

2. No.

3- A may be indicted for obstructing
the street, a reasonable notice ought to
be given.

4. The council cannot be too carefyl
in ascertaining the line, before institutin

proceeding.  The tiue line should be
located by a surveyor.
5. No.

Assegsment Lease—Btock—8ale—Assignment Colleotor,

30-—J. TL--A person leases a store for any
term over one year. Is assessed for the same to-
ether with the stock or personal Eroperty therein,
%)uring the year he sells his stoc and interest in
his lease, The collector notifies the purchaser of
the taxes due. Some time after service of notice
or making demand for payment of taxes, he, the
purchaser, makes an assignment.

Has the collector the power to issue a wri{
against said goods and chattels of the purchaser
held by the assignee ? .

Or has the collector the power to issue a writ
against said goods and chattels provided the
assignee was about to remove the same before the
taxes were paid, or in the event of ﬂge collector
having to return his roll before the assignee could
xealize on the goods?  Could the collector enforce
payment by writ ?
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Goods in the hands of an assignee are
liable only for the taxes of the assignor,
that is the person who made the assign-
ment to him, and the taxes upon the pre-
mises upon which the goods were at the
time of the assignment. The collector
may distrain for these taxes after fourteen
days from demand, or before the expira-
tion of the fourteen days if he has good
reasons to believe that any party by
whom the taxes are payable is about to
remove his goods out of the municipality,
and makes affidavit to that effect before
the mayor or reeve of the municipality or
before any justice of the peace.

Troanrer's Bond—Age of Olerk —Assessment of Derricks,

31.—J. W.—1. Should the treasurer’s bond be

rencwed every year 7 Or, in other words, are his
sureties free at end of year ?

2. Is a boy or lad 18 years of age qualified to
act as township clerk ?

3. Are derricks in a quarry exempt from taxa-
tion on account of there being a chattel mortgage
on them ?  Are they real or personal property ?

1. No.
2. Yes.

3. Personal property not exempt except
to the exient of the first debts owed on
account of the derricks—that is the
unpaid price thereof,

May Reduce Dog Tax.
32.—J. C. B.—A township council having im-
posed the statutory dog tax last year, having a
balance on hand, can they legally reduce the tax

next year ? Assess and collect a sufficient tax to
meel the requirements?

Upon the petition of twenty-five rate-
payers, the council may by by-law provide
that the tax or any part of it shall not be
levied in the municipality.  See Ontario
Statutes, 18go, chapter 62, section 2.

Accomodation Road—Width Olaimed,

33.—J. B.—An accomodation road across a
lot has been in use for over ten years and is now
held by statute. What width of road can be
claimed?

Only so much as has been actuall
travelled. A right of way cannot be
acquired short of twenty years.

No Dog Tax.

34.—M. W. P.—1. This township on 8th
August, 1891, passed a by-law to dispense with
the dog tax, and do not collect said tax. A rate-

payer now asks pay for sheep killed by d s,
Must the Council now pay for sheep ki’l'ledoﬁmy
dogs out of general funds ?

No

Board of Health-—Pigs—Village.
35.=C. P.—l.‘ Can the Board of Health
com pel the council to passa by-law prohibiting

the keeping of pigs in an incorporated village ?
2. Has the council power t

hibitory by-law ? O pass such a pro-
1. No.
2. No.
Qualification of Counillor,
36. ~HuroN.—.

Jones is elected ;
450, not more than half valy
against land. Makes decla
worth $800 ozer any liabilit
Declaration does

€ of freehold ; $60
ration, real estate
Y against propert

not say over ﬂsglcnmegt. pesg::

8 ted on last ré

73, chap, 42, R, S. O., 1892, says ra I &t
vis,cd assessment roll for $400 over all liens, €
Is Jones' seat solid for 1806 ? 3

2. If not, is business by Jones at meeting i

jllegal ? 3
" 0

1. No. He maust have an assessment b

of $4c0 over all licenses.
2. No.

Division Court Glerk—Seoretary of School Board May b0 ‘
Qouncillor. & '5
87.—Lix.—(a) Is it legal for a Division Court :‘:
Clerk to bea councillor? ; je
(b) Is the paid secretary of a Union Schoo i
Board eligible for the office of councillor ? 4
(a.) Yes.
(b.) Yes.

Election—Ballots not Initialed

. : e “_ {
38.—J. K. R.—OQur municipal election l:z:’ ;
this month was conducted according to Sttahe‘fe-"
with the following exception. In ward 2( pe
are 3) I was acting deputy-returning oﬁicex;. : o‘{‘y‘ﬂ, 3
before T noticed it 1 had dropped a num\);f'henb k
ballots into the ballot box ummlu}lled. e st
this came to my notice I was at a loss at t L’I e
to know what to do, but on couSlderauon. ¥ P |
cided to leave the initials off all ballots o
that day. Accordingly none of the I)alloti o 1l
at my ward for trustee, recve, deputy-reeve, -
councillors were initialed, not even oncim 3
initialed ; there is not the sh#hl)est thoug!
substitution (one ballot for another). i
No objections were raised by any of the fcnllltl
cers when the ballots were count§d, and [ "(l)ubeen
all of those ballots, the same as if they ha(of pr <
initialed. Nothing has been done by way -
jections as yet but a great deal of talk. pRe
My opinion*is that the election is legal an . he il
on a recount the Tudge cqul_tl not lhrowho\_lc o
ballots in ward 2 for this informality. Thes 7
my questions, al
);,qu a recount could the Judge throvt" ?:: the &
the ballots not initialed in ward 2, anl( el
other wards really elect the reeve anc “l'll:)r “
reeve and cause a new election for councl
ward 2? = G oo
2. If no steps are taken within time 1‘“‘-‘{"‘2,3’
statute, will the enactments of the counci
clect be legal ? ¢
. no ¢ I
The deputy returning officer shouldme P
count the ballots on which he has om e/ o |
to place his initials. See section %
sub-section 1. of 8
1. The judge on a recount may cc;l; e |
all the ballots. See section 163, g
section 8. o il
2. The proceedings of the counci .
be legal. See section 175, y
Olerk or Trearurer.

.—W. J. K.—Can a treasurer of 30 C
cotspgratg vi‘lllag:{ hold the office of clerk
treasurer combined ? 7 thf’

We have had occasion to look up | dﬂ# .
question several times, and have d?;' B
that one man cannot properly hold =

dual position of clerk and treasarer dﬁ%
municipality. See Sec. 271, Con. o
Act, o

Asgessment—Ohurch—Pargonage. ‘ d’ 4l
40. —Crerk—1. Isany church propertie® Go
pot™ |

lands connected therewith for church pur
assessable in townships? PO

2. Is the parsonage or any church property | |
sessable when occupied by a clergyman? o and

3. When not occupied by a cler m:i.'blcg
occupied by some other person, isit then ‘
asgessment ¢ - olhﬁdﬁﬂl 5

4. Can municipal rates be levied and ¢ o
on same?

o L
g
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5 Ki "
Act whi‘:lfiz:er" to section of the Assessment
(o Ors them, or makes them liable to

ASsessinen
f
used Ei:e'{ Place of worship and land
assessable. onnection therewith are not
2. Yes,
3. Yes,
4. Y
ship a;s& ‘:E‘m all except place of wor-
terewish, land used in connection
5. Sub-gecti
‘““date(;’ ZEC“OD 3, of section 7, Con-
Arsonage Ssessment Aet, 1892. Church
Other prg\, se are assessable the same as
in exepn Lo ty:  They do not come with-

3, se:t'jl;t,ion provided for by sub section
Act, 7, Consolidated = Assessment

——

41‘\1 CP“'IWI' Son Not a Juror.
of 4 f‘fmér."sM..-when property qualification
:s e eligijte (;’: flS sufficiert for voting purposes
o ;;'Ve s juroraarlgag i’lbe slatutes are concerned)
Q.

42.\%}?!{ Distross—House Locked.

he '€ Comeg g | h"'Wh’“ power has a collector
€ recovey g - Mouse and finds it locked 7 Can
?e taxes if he is not allowed to force

ltrance
nl
a ::: he can enter the house in the
the lagp ) 23 by turning the key, lifting
distor.d'a“""g the bolt, he cannot
wful 'ain the goods. If he can gain
breako éntrance in this way he may
throughp:n an “‘5§de door ; or, if he can
ble tq di :’Y Opening seize any article lia-
any dogr 1o o8 he may then break open
to complete the distress.

43, (. lsar's Use of Ol4 Roll.
}’a\n. in h‘m ’;;“"- !s it illegal for an assessor to
Previayg e Ossession the completed roll of the
soy How a(’) ‘;lh:‘lecg:'akiug a new assessment ?
a : St S .
ted Assessmen Ac:u:f :;;;z 2;27 of the Con

L. No,

Section 2,

2,
fta“du!er.t 7 refers only to unjust or

Cupy of assessment roll.

X, & ‘If”‘"(l;: 6 Assessment Roll.

U &) *lan you

NSsmcl;xnt“rlolr ;:t e €n¥ere(§ei1:= Zﬁuﬁnﬁm%ﬁ?ﬂ&?ﬂ
Lol

ang P:sl'?%mtwo must contain the name
A thig o0ce address of taxable party.
OWner, gpbr s°0 happens not to be the
be' entere the name of the owner must
this, gee .. 0 COlumn 6, To illustrate
Ag Whichsecuql‘ 19 of the Assessment
iand wherept'o\ﬂdes for the assessment of
hg Provinee. ;.o 0er is not a resident of
OCupany © 1n the name and against the
th owne:s Such, who shall be deemed
lmp()si"g thereof, for the purpose of
o the la“d ©ollecting taxes upon and
of the and. In (his case th: name

acthal :
e
Otereq cqﬁl":‘:l:f% if known, ought to be

% 3 L T

R - 37 3
TRy, \‘lQ{lat';'Referrlng to the notice from
the gt SOusatis i,i,; ;’f Education that the audited
UCatitgg] Dope . BCF Tequired to be sent to
! “Partment, I beg to ask ?

1. Will it be necessary, since that form is no
longer needed, for the local treasurer to send his
statement and vouchers to the County Cletk to be
Jaid before and audited by the County Auditors?
If so, where is that requirement to be found ?

2. Will it not now be the duty of the local
auditors of the municipalities of the county to
audit their respective scﬁool acgounts and file the
vouchers as other vouchers of the township?

Please give me your view of the proper way
these accounts are to be handled and audited here-

after.
I wrote the Deputy Minister of Education after

f;.uing his card, but he gave me poor satisfaction.
e replied, “‘No change made in the post sys-
tem,” although in bis first card he said, “You will
please notify those concerned in the preparation
of these accounts that this special form is no

longer needed.

The duties of sub-treasurers are not
altered in any respect. The Education
Department has simply issued a notice
that they will not in future furnish the
blank account as formerly. The sub-
treasurers will ncw take out their own ac-
count and forward it with vouchers to be
audited by the county auditors. See
Sec. 124, Public School Act.

—

Taxes— Personal Property—Insolvent Estate Not a Pre-
forved Olaim.

g 6T
taxes on personal property
of deceased ratepayer?
claim ?

The collector may distrain on the goods
and chattels of the estate to make the
taxes. 1If there are no goods or chattels
out of which the taxes can be made they
may be sued for as a debt due to the
municipality.  See sections 124, 131,
Consolidated Assessment Act.  The
taxes are not preferential unless they can
be made out of the goods by distress.

.—How can collector recover
from insolvent estate
Is it a preferential

Deputy Reeve—Qualification Wife's Property-

47 —E. G.—A man elected to the position of
deputy reeve, qualified on his wile’s property.
This man failed in business several years ago, and
has outstanding liabilities as the result of that
failure of several thousand dollars. .His present
Lusiness is conducted by him in_the name of his
wife and company. Is he qualified to hold the
office? :
The deputy-reeve you refer to is no
doubt properly qualified if the outstanding
liabilitics are not a charge against his wife’s
property or the present business. See
also latter part of Sec. 73, sub-section 1,

Con. Mun, Act.

Re Appointment Board of Health.

48.—R. J. G.—At our council session on
the 20th inst., when the matter of the ap
pointment of a local hoard of health came
up, the question was raised as to whether ihe

members of the council outside nfd the reeve
and clerk could legally be appointed as mem-
%aoard of l-llealth, or whether

bers of the local t
the meaning or construction to be put upon section

39 of the Public Health Act, is that the three rate-
payers as therein mentioned must be ratepayers
outside of the council members ? An early reply
to this will oblige.

We do not think there is any objection
to the appointment of members of the
council to the local board of health. By
appointing members for a term of years as
required by the act of 1895, it will only be
a short time until some of the members at
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least are not members of the council. The
_deslre of ‘the Provincial Board of Health
is to have the best available men
appointed.

Auditor—Chairman Protem may Nominate.

: 49.—R.M.—At the first meeting for organiza-

tion, all the members elect of the village council,
except the reeve, presented themselves: and made
the necessary declarations of office and qualifica-
tion. After waiting for some hours the members
present appointed a chairman and went on with
the business,  The chairman nominated an
auditor, and the appointment was confirmed by
by law. Was the appointment of Auditor under
the circumstances legal ?

We are of the opinion that the appoint
ment of audilor under the circumstances
mentioned by you was legal. The meet-
ing was a statutory one at which auditors
are required to be appointed, and under
section 239, the chairman bad all the
powers ot the head of the council.

By-law--Hotel Licenses.

50.-~J. W.——At their February meeting, 1893,
the council of our township passed a by-law in-
creasing the price of hotel licenses from $90.00
to $160.00. Has the council power to lower the
same by by-law without submiuting the question
to the electors.

The council may repeal the present
by-law and pass a new by-law, fixing lower
rates, without submitting the question to
the electors.

Auditor—Member Board of Eduoation.

51.—J. M.—Can a member of last years'
Board of Education act as auditor of the munici-
pality if appointed thereto by the council ?

No. Reading section 258 of the Con-
solidated Municipal Act alone, he does
not appear to come within the list of per-
sons disqualified, but the Publc School
Act contzmplates the appointment of an
auditor who would be entirely dis-

interested.
Sohool Trustee Qualifioation.

52.—Muskoka.—H lives in section No. 4,
has some property in section No. I, upon which
he pays eleven cents school taxes. Can he legally
be elected trustee in section No. 1?

No.

Councillor—Member Board of Education.

58.—C, S.—One of the councillors was at the
time of his election a member of the Board of
Education. At the regular meeting for the nomi-
nation of school trustees this party, whose term of
office had expired, contemplating offesing himself
a candidate for municipal honors, declined a nomi-
nation for school trustee and a successor was
elected in his stead. In this case can the disquali-
fications be removed after the election?

If the disqualification existed at the time
of the election itsremova! afterwards would
not validate the election. Sec. 77, Con.
Mun. Act, 1892, disqualifies a high school
trustee but not a.public school trustee, and
though a public school trustee has the
same powers where there is a union board,
as a high school trustee, and there is there-
tore the same reason that he should not be
a member of the council, as in the case of
a high school trustee he is not named in
the list of persons disqualified, and is
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eligible. In Brinev. Booth, Armour, C. J.,
says ‘‘This being a disqualifying clapse
must b: construed strictly and according
to ifs very words, and we cannot extend
its disqualifying effects by implication.

Officers Appointment—By-Law—Deslatation.

64 —Towxsure CLERK—1. Must all officers
appointed by & munivipal council, includio
members of the Board of Health, be appointe
Ly a by-law or not ?

2. Snould all these officers appointed by the
council, take the declaration of office ?

3. Ia case of members of a counctl, for a pre-
vious year being relected, are they required to
take the declaration and qualify the same as a
new member ?

1. Yes,

2. Only those mentioned in sections
271 and 2714, which do not apply to
members of the Board of Health.

3. Yes.

Tenant's Taxey ~Library—Cematery,

55.—J. B.—1. A is assessed s tenant ; to-
ward the end of the year he sells his right to B,
who moves in and occupies the premises. Can
the collector seize the goods belonging to B for
taxes ?

2. Can the village council take over the public
library, and maintain is by a special tax for that
purposy, without figst submittiog a by-law to
the ratepayers for their spproval ?

3. A man has purchased, and holds & deed of
a plot in & cemetery within the village corpor-
ation, and has used it for the purpose of burying
therein for years. Can the council deprive him
of the right vo continue to bury there, without
giving him any remuneration or consideration of
any kind ?

T, Yes,

2. No.

3. No.

Asgeszment.

56 —W. E.D.—1. The in &
townehip is a mere farce, generally taken for
abous twenty per cent. of the ameunt for which
it could be done honestly, and consists for the
most part in copying from the last year’s roll.
Oan anything be done to remedy this atate of
things ?

2. Does the law fix any limit to the amount,
that a achool board can levy upon a section for
school purposes ?

The remedy is entirely in the hands of
the council, who should appoint compe-
tent officers.

2. No.

assessment;

Colonization Road—Patent—Parchaser's Right.

67.—Towxsarr CLERK—Some years 8go &
colonization road waa butit through this town-
ship At the time of buiiding the road most ot
the land adjoining it was Goverament land,
art of which has since been oceupied and
ted uader the Free Grant and Homestead
Act. Inseveral places the original rosd had
been built in & straight line across hills and
high ridges which have since been drained, with
the consent of the owners or occupants of the
adjoining land by putting the roadbed around
the base or foot of Lthe said hiils, J. D. ownes
200 acres of land which is crossed by said road,
Five or six years ago he gave his verbal con-
sent to the pathmaster of the road division to
which he belongs to shift the road from the top
of one of the hills in question to the more Jevel
land at the foot of it. The municipal council
made s grant for the building of a new piece ?f
road around one side of the hill, and J. D’
sons earned three dollars of said grant imrkig
under the pathmasters in the building of sai

i
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tew piece of road, which has been continuously
used as a public road from the time it was
built till this winter. J. 1), has never objected
till lately to the public use of said road, bat
has within the last couple of years, and since
he got the pateas from the Crown for said land
(in which the road hus not been reserved) ap.
plied to the municips! council for the payment
of fifteen dollars for the lund nsed. Last fall,
owicg to a bad mud hole which had formed in
the last made piece of road which he would not
allow the pathmaster to repair, several parties
made use of the original road, over the top of
the hill which had never been closed, J.D at
once fell trees across the more level road, and
notified the council that the public was using
the original road, and as hs conld no be com.
pelled to give two roads he had blocked the
other and intended to keep it so till he wae
paid for it.

The newer road takes in none of his clear-
ing and is a ben¢fis to his farm instead of a
detriment. It takes up less than half an acre
outside the original road allowance. The
council has as yet taken no action. None of
the members are in favor of vaying J. D. any-
thing for his land,

1.—Has J. D. a right to claim pay under the
circumstances ?

‘2 ~Hus he a right to obstruct the road in
the manuer stated, and to keep the obstruc-
tions in iy, afrer having been notified by the
council to remove them ? {(Which has been
done )

3.—~Would the council be uafe to order the
pathmaster to clear out said obstruotion ?

4 —What steps should be taken by the
council to secure the road for the pubiic and
avoid farther troutle in the future in this and
in similar cases ?

We are of the opinion that the public
have not acquired any legal right to the
hew road upon the facts stated. When-
ever it is found necessary in the public
interests to open up a new road across
private property, a by-law must be passed
in the manner provided by section 546,
Consolidated Municipal Act, 1892,

Oattle on Righways—Defeotive Oattle Guard.

68 --T U <1. Tsa muuicipal by-law mak.
ing 10 Jawful for certain cattle to rua at large
in the municipality a legal enactment ?

2-—Is there any redress against a railroad
compaay for damages sustained where cattle
ruoning at large gey through a bad railway

fence on the track and get killed, or over a bad
cattle guard ?

1. Yes, except within half a mile of any
railway.
2. Yes.

Btreet Watering,

59 —X ~Is there any statutory provision
for advectising street watering in the same
manner as local improvements, and so allow of

potitioniog against such strest watering 7 If
80, where can it be found ¢

No, but under section 629, sub-section
2, Consolidated Municipal Act, and sec-
tion 34, Municipal Amendment Act, 1895,
the council may pass by-law without
petition.

-—_\-——

County Clerk Beattie, of Wellington, at
the first session of the council at which
the warden was elected for the first time
by' Open vote, statad, that “The beauty of
this system is, that if a weak-kneed coun-
cillor promises two or three, or four men

a vote he can vote for them all on the
Same round.”

issued a special pamphlet and circular 5
the count)")coun(l:)i?s, being an addressicv',é k.
the expediency of the change from mnﬂﬁ'g
pal to county medical Health oﬂice.rs' o
promoting efficiency and economy in ot |
public health service. Under_' the plesn i
Act county councils may appoint a cou o
health officer, or officers who would h{'a i
jurisdiction overall the local municipalities 7

PYEring!
sanitary inspectors, etc., while the appf%g!e‘m 1
ment of the county medical health o )
under the present Act would be plﬂl’i .~'
voluntary on the part of the counc!

The authority for the appointment is 8“@5}

LA

LI
v

upon the assumption that public head
work can, in some if not all ms.tance!q ;
made more efficient by transfernqg tOQ
medical health officer the public he
work of a number of municipalities.

A circular from a so-called Mumcl@
Printing Company was laid before a ':.I'hw
ber of councils at their first session.
Company have made some re_mﬂ'l‘l‘l
propositions by offering to furnish a i
the printing and other municipal supp
required during the year for a fixed suf
irrespective of the quantity and q‘uﬁl':}'ﬂ
the work required by the municip !
The appropriation of our t_:ataloguew
municipal blank forms, stationery, et
without permission, is not calcqlatethe’t -
induce municipal officers to consider! 1od
propositions.  Local printers are ent1tiet
to the job of printing Voters’ Lists, et )
their own and adjoining municipalities: Vil

Too Much of a Good Thing. f}jl

—— 4 \i' ] .

In the act of raising the kitchen wxndﬂg? -‘
the burglar paused and listened. th it
A sound smote his ears. He thrul!‘ (:‘
head inside and listened more mt.enf 5 15
“Its more than one,” he said ; ol
tWinS ?” A\I £
And he climbed in and robbed the enlii |
lower floor at his leisure—Chicago R )
une. !

w’,l b
A Georgia editor states that theu e |
bill collector he ever saw was a do

barrelled shotgun,— Atlanta Constituti®

Nurse—Willie, in your prayers you Mf
g0t to pray for grandmother’s safetyao ?“‘é |

Willie—Has she got a bicycle, t ‘Mﬂj .
¥

2

!

Judge. ;

Mr. Jackson—There goes Mr. R‘l’:gf i
well ; he is troubled a good deal wit . | )
solvency. ol
Mr. Clay—Why, I thought he was
Mr. Jackson—Oh, he is ; it's the o

people. b
aeh

Bunkins, T guess, is about the sma PR
man of his years in this communityy *= =
the citizen who obsetve;. o ’&,

Knows a great deal, does he 1

Knows a great deal ? I should ig ;
Why, sir, that man knows almost as
as his nineteen-year-old daughter, W
in the high school.




THE MUNICIPAL WORLD

R I IR IR IR
§ BLANK FORMS
PHANSEIREIENE

Public School Act Forms.

Clerk’s noyi
5 .
o\?Ol!ce to trustees with blank requisition on
Notics hn?] for school moneys.

ariesyf,?:rs.b‘p council re alteration of bound-
R il »

S301’s re >

- Lzl';gn:_n of equalized assessment of union
Agl’ee ction,
NDticethm, for engagement of teachers.

child barent or guardian of neglect to educate

Line Fences Act.
R. §, 0., Ch
,‘\NOti \ ﬂp, 2!9.
ce 1o o
So pposite party.
Notice to fenceviewirs.y

ine poceviewe:rs’ award.
Fences Act,

Arrears of Taxes

T §
all c'er}:(: following forms will be appreciated by
And treasurers having returns to make
Clerk’s noror. With arrears of taxes :
i otee of uncollected taxes.

' conpegyj

Uniejpg
feﬂipll clertk to  county treasurer, non-
Collectgpatmie ol
ot lXCasurer, statement of uncollected

laxes

Municipa)
Cipal treagy
rer to coun .
Con ::;‘:: of i i Sy ly treasurer, slate
i eef,:"g:' to municipal clerk, list of lands
Mug; cipal clery sold for arrears of taxes.
Javid l'ef lo assessor, notice with list of
Manicipa) m})le to be sold.
o, Yeturn, clerk to county treasurer, occupied
“Ounty i
ale e;f:’:‘"gf to municipal clerk, statement of
O be entered on collector’s roll.

Miscella
. . neous Blan
D:cluratmn of office. 5

Claration

' Cem.ﬁcite of
fificate of

e rtficate of
Pﬁlhmastel,»s
Mhmastey

{ property qualification.
Appointment of reeve,
Appointment of deputy-reeve.
:;Lpointmem of councillor.
ath nco tie:eUIe or return of statute labor,
athim 3 Ce re noxious weeds,
'Nodce:?;er S certificate of gravel drawn.
Oarh " ma tend court of revision.
NO\‘ice 4 :mbt_:r of court of revision.
goﬂector'. po(x‘ntment to office.
Orgentrer’s bondy
N otic: ft’g treasurer, iy, books of -100.
o, fontractors, jobs for sale

Aﬂid.vi{ st tax deeds, '
. Killeg © Le taken Ly person having sheep
P e;:io,neer's license

s licenge,

Pou
N udkeeper’s
Pgtlsn:;specting pound Sl
keep >
le
» Stone and Timber Drainsge Act.
Owner’.a R. 8. 0., Chap. 38.
Yeciion g,
im i
Smmms‘ posm.g special rate.
y dee}n'ration' of applicant for loan required
S, with ipali

order, | vsv'lg:i:: nS‘e of municipality, elc., to

Outh ! R. 8, 0., Chap. ss.
o
Sbge'gs\be taken by selectors.
i ions,

Tess g]) orders to

€r's statements.
Pplication f
BY'law' or loan,
Ction 17,
by
DehemuAr:t o
Fo
'Ms required by Juror’s Act.
4th di:ilzp't of selectors, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and
® Municipal World, St. Thomas

Advance of Municipal Reform.

'The movement for purity in municipal-

government, says the Washington Star, is
growing in strength. There is on all sides
a tendency to divorce municipal questions
from general political management and
this eventually commands the attention
and respect of the intelligent voter, who
can but realize that the conditions that sur-
round him daily are far more important
than those that affect him only indirectly.
There is not a city, of whatever size, that
is not annually divided in opinion on
some matter of municipal housekeeping,
which should be plainly submitted to a
vote, regardless of other considerations.
Divorce these issues from “politics,” head
the tickets by the known advocates of the
questions in point, regirdless of their
former party affiliation, and the people can
vote intelligently, with less chance of be-
ing buncoed into accepting something they
know they do not want. In New York a
constitutional amendment, to take effect
in 1897, separates city from state and
national elections. It is expected that
this will result in a material improvement
in the character of the governments of
cities by limiting the attention of citizens
to the real, local issues.

Taxing Corporations.

The St LZowis Post-Dispatch heartily
commends the action of Judge Scott and
Mr, Sturgeon, members of the Illinois
State Board of Equalization, in their con-
demnation of the law exempting the capital
stock of certain corporations from assess-
ment and taxation, and says they are doing
the people service in making it an issue.

“The laws of Illinois,” it adds, “specifi
cally exempt from assessment the capital
stock of newspaper corporations, manu-
factories, coal mines, and corporations
formed to breed and improve live stock.
Why should there be any such exemptions?
All ‘corporations having in view the makiog
of profit should stand upon the same foot-
ing, as they are made to stand in Missouri.
Newspapers may be educators, as Mz,
Works gravely argued, but the corporations
owning them ate organized for business
purposes, and are as_much subject to tax-
ation as any farm or bank. Manufactories
are not started to build up communities,
or to furnish work to the unemployed, or
to distribute profit among the poor. Their
purpose is to make all the money they
possibly can, and to tax the people what-
ever they will stand in the way of con-
sumption. Coal mines and the breeding
of live stock are in precisely the same
position, lacking in all particulars the
essential elements of purely philanthropic
institutions.

“Every consideration of equity and
fairness demands that the capital stock of
all corporations formed for manufacturing
or business purposes of any kind shall be
subject to taxation equally with farm lands.
In fact, arguments have been made to
prove that the corporations should stipport
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the state government and the tax on lands
be abolished. This is actually done in
Pennsylvania, where the income from cor-
porations pays for everything and the
farme‘rs are regarded as the real philan-
thropists. The Pennsylvanians may be
carrying the idea to an exireme, but that
state is an old one, and cannot well be
accused of entertaining populistic or social-
istic notions.”

An Original Assessor.

Among our real estate assessors a year
or two ago was one named Dennis Mc-
Elhinney. On his rounds he came to the
babitation of his friend, Michael Mul-
cahy.

“Good morning, Michael,” said he.

- “Good morning, Dennis,” returned
Michael.

“I t's assessin’ this mornin’ I am,Mike,”
said Dennis.

“Then be aisy wid me, Dennis. What
wid rale eshtate assessments and sthrate
assissments, it's the devil's own work to
save enough to pay me Tammany assiss-
ment.”

“I'll be aisy, Mike. Tl put yez down
for ten dollars a fut. That will be thirty
times tin is three hundred for the lot, and
twinty for the goAt.”

“Phwat,” cried Mulcahy.

“Three hundred for the lot, and twinty
for the goat.”

“The goat’s not rale eshtate !”

“It is so, undher the new law.”

“Go 'way wid yez!” §

“I can prove it to-yez” said the as-
sessor, drawing out his instructions.
“Rade that, will yez?——*Assiss at its
proper valuation per front fut all property
aboundin’ an abbutin’ on both sides of
the sthrate” Manny's the toime I've seen
your goat a bounding an’ a-buttin’ on the
sthrate, Twinty dollars for the goat,

Mike.”

Enforcement of the Law.

Ex-President Harrison, in a series of
articles on ¢ This Country of Qurs,” in
The Ladies’ Home Journal, writes vigor-
ously of the great necessity of the people
insisting upon the strict enforcement of the
laws. Directly upon this point he says :
“We need general assemblies of the people
in the smaller civil sub-divisions, to be
held regularly once or twice a year, town
‘meetings, in which two questions only
shall be considered :  First, are the public
officers faithfully and honestly transacting
the public business ? Second, are the laws
— not this law nor that, but all. laws —
enforced and obeyed? All questions of
law reform should be excluded, left to
parties or societies organized to promote
them. The enforcement of the law,
whether we opposed or aided the making
of it ; the strict accountability of public
officers, whether we opposed or aided
their election, should be the objects and
the limits of these meetings. There should
be no distinction of persons.
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Assessment Supplies ....
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We have in_stock ASSESSMENT ROLLS, containing |
Jrom twelve lo sixty sheets, substantially bound. 4SSESS- b |
MENT ROLL PAPER and COVERS for Rolls, strongly |}

made. Leather back and corners.
A ssessment Rolls, any size or style of binding, to order. |
A ssessors’ Guides, with notes of the more imporiant decided

cases, by James Morvison Glenn, LL. B., of Osgoode Hall, Bar- |
rister-at-Law. A ssessment Notices and Declarations

Jor parties |
to fll in.  School Census Books. Address all orders 1o i

™
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STATIONERY

.  Address all orders to THE MUNICIPAL WORLD, St. Thomas, Ontario.

Writing paper— Legal cases, for filing papers, made from Esterbrook’s double spring No. 126, per K
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