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MONTREAL BOARD OF TRADE AND THE PRESS.

St

We had cecasion in our last to pay a deserved tribute to onr
Board of Trade for the zeal and ability with which they have
lahoured in behalf of the mercantile commumty, and for the
manliness with which they have stood forth to denounce the
apathetic indifference with which the commercial interests of the
country appeared to be viewed in high places. If any incentive
—besides that of the approbation of their fellow-citizens—
were needed to nrge the Montreal Board of Trade—and these
other public bodies who with them are sitruggling to eman-
cipate the commerce of the country—to persist in their career,
it is to be found in the covert opposition which they en-
counter from that portion of the press which is commonly sup-
posed 10 be in the confidence, and under the influence, of the Ad-
nainistration. ‘That opposition, it js true, is sufficiently contemp-
tible in uself ; being generally expressed in sneers and abuse.
—weapous easily wielded and ever at the commund of those who
are incapable of grappling with arguments ;—but as probably di-
rected by culhorily, 1t is entitled to graver consideration.  We
may be in error in our supposition—we shall rejoice to fiad that
we are so—but the peculiar manner in which the attack in the
Montreal Gazetfe on onr Board of Trade has been conducted, cer-
tainly conveys to our mind the apprehension, that it is the dicta~
tion of persons behind the scones; and who so likely as the party
of whom he professes to be par excellence the organ?  How other-
nise aze we to account for his contmued silence for months after
the appearance of these articles, wiuch he now attacks with such
viralence, but ou the hypothesis that he is acting under orders?
The ocecasion 100 is happily chosen : there is sutlicient $ime be-
fore the meeting of Parliament ta feel the pulse of the people,
aud to ascerteiy whether they will be satisfied to let things re-
main as they are.  The istruments are also equally well adapted
for the wark. Finst, steps en the scene the Hon. Mr. Moore : he
may be regarded as the pilot balloon, sent off to see which way
the wind blows; but he is deficient in ballast, and the bubble
002 bursts.  Then is launched forth the Alontreal Gazclle, and
elthaugh being hght and puffed up with wind, hke lus avant
couricr, he is well adapted to soar into the clouds, he is 1l quah-
ficd 10 abide the “pelting of the pitiless storm *?; and conse-
quently flounders about tempest-tossed, wntil he aleo explodes,
and falls to the ground ; “used up,® as our {riend of the Pidol
observes.

The results of these experiments—by whomsoever they may
have been authorized - on l}:c public mind, are certainly not very
encouraging to the Protectionists ; but they are, it secems, not casily
daunted. Driven from the commescial metropolis of Canada—
shamefully routed here—they have takeo refuge in the wullima
Thule of Canada West, and are again prepased (o do battle. The
cry of protection to the British shipowner, and fo the Brilish manu-
facturets, being in 2 manner abandoned, is to be seplaced by the
cry of Protection to the Canadian Agriculturist. Every cxertion is
to be used to persuade the peopte of this country that the notion of
commerce, manufaclures, and agriculture, being Jinked togother in

interest, is a gross delusion, No longer are we to indulge the
pleasing dream, that by the combined action of every class of the
community, its general welfare is most effectually promoted ¢ the
maxim that union is strength is 10 be reversed, and the strength of
our body politic is to be based on the disunion of its members,” The
cham?ion of discord, the Brutish Colonist, is to prove in his ¢ next
issue,”? ¢ that there can be no”identity betweea the interests of
agriculture and commerce under an irreciprocal free trade system.?
¢ The fact,®* says he, ¢ that the farmers and merchants in. England
regard cach others’ interests ss~heslile since the prospectivg 1epeal
of the Com Laws, is itself an argument that no such identity now
exists. In Canada the same feslingexists gencrally, and this being
generally known in Montreal accounts for the aver-anxiety of the
Board of Trade to press on Iis Excellency, prematurely andata
season entirely out of place, its free trade nostrums.*

We have not raom in our present number to comment on this and
the other absurdities in the artiole in the British Colonist from
which the above is an extract. We shall probably have occasion
to meet him hercafter, as he is about to take the field.” We merely
?)uote the passage, as evidence of the animus of the Protectionists.

f course, censure from such writers being the highest praise, onr
Board of Trade must feel highly gratified by his vituperatory
notice, Not satisfied, however, with attacking our Board of Trade,
he falls foul of the whole Press of this city, and makes the notable
discovery, that our newspapers are, % with scarcely an exception,
the obedient tools of that new despotism,?’ the commercial interest !
We rejuice, however, to find there is ¢ no doubt that, when the
sentiments of His Excellency and the Council-and the Legislature
shall he faitly before the public, a little more independence on the
part of the Press will become manifest.”?—A fine compliment this
to his own party, at the expense of his brethren of the Press ! In~
dependence, Astrea-like, has fled from the corruption of Montreal,
to take up her abode in her favored seat Toronto, and in the bosomn
of her chosen champion, the British Colonist 7

Seriously, we should have thought the editor of the Brilish Colo-
nist had had sufficient employment afforded him by his contemporary
the Eraminer, who has rather awkwardly called on him to explain
the trifling inconsistency of the British Colonist, in Auvzust last
“demanding, as a consequence of the new imperial poiicy, the
free navigation of the St. Lawrence to the whale world, the e~
moval of all differential duties,” &c. &c., and the same Britisk Co-
lonist, in March, 1847, striving to the best of his very humble
abilities to maintain intact restrictions on the navigation of the St.
Lawrence, and the Differential Daties. The awkward fizure he
cuts in his vain attempts to reconcile these palpable contradictions,
and to justifly his turning his back on himsclf,—to use the metaphor
of a statesman after his own heart, the late Lorp CASTLEREAGH,—
we should bave thought would have taught him at least sufficient
caution to beware how he attacked the whole press of Montreal.
But perhaps he considered it a good ruse to escape the fury of the
main attack, by creating a division in a distant quarter. We assure
him, however, that it shall not succeed ; and that whensoever he
broaches those pernicioys doctrines which he promises to promulgate
they shall be fairly encountered.

One word before we have done with thie editor of the British
Colonist ; he says that our press will change its tone and opinions
< when the sentiments of His Excellency and the Council and the
Legislature shall be fairly before the public”; the inference bein
plain, that the predicted change of opinion isto be operated throug
the influence of those bodies: are we 1o understand that he draws
bis conclusions from mere conjecture, or from personal experience 7
Derhaps the best method by which he can reconcile his own incon-
sistency is by candidly admitting that it has been effected by some
extrancous influence—by the “ pressure from swithout,?’ to which
we alluded in the cany part of t{)ﬁs article.

Another champio» of the Navigation Laws and the Differential
Duties—of course sl a direct opponent of the Montreal, and a
covert opponent of t'» Toronlo, Board of Trade—has appeared in
the person of the Toronto Patriof.

For the present, we shall merely request him to show in shat
manner the Differential Duties are productive of revenue: in our
ignorance, we have hitherto considered them as directly the re-
verse,—as  tax laid on the mass of the people for tho purpose of

encouraging seme particular branch of commerce. Thismay, ot
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may not, be sound policy, but it is evident that its advocacy must
be “based on altogether difforent grounds to those which the
Patriot assumes. .

We may perhaps further advert to his lucubrations when wo

encounter his coadjutor, the Colonist :
“ T'wo, lovely in their lives, nor i their death
Divided.”

TIE USURY LAWS.

Tne Toronto Examiner of the 24th March confains an article on
these Laws, which we think deserving of some notice,—our con-
temporary seeming to us to have fallen into inconsistencies which
have a tendency to shew that he has but little faith in the prin-
ciples which he professes to inculcate. 1In the first place, he argues
in general terms that ¢« these laws are absurd and inconsistent,”
and gives many excellent reasons for the soundness of that opinion,
We refrain, however, from copying his remarks, because we have

so recently discussed the question in our own columns, that it
might be fatiguing to our readers to go over the same ground again
without furnisbing new facts or examples to elucidate the argu-
ment 3 espeeially as our contemporary does not appear to have en-
tiched the subject with anything strikingly new,

The object we have in view at present is not to go over the
ground where we concur with him, but to fake up a point on
which we differ, in order to provoke discussion, and thereby assist
in defining and determining public opinion upon it.

Thus our contemparary, wEile advocating the repeal of the Usur
Laws, proposes, we regret to see, to make an cxceptiqn with
respect to the banking establishments of the country,—in other
words, he loses faith in the soundness of his principles when he ap-
plies them to the transactions of individuals with banks. In this re.
spect, we think that his reasoning is in every way inconsistent and
inconclusive ; and to allow onr readers to judge for themselves, we
take the liberty of detaching some of his inconsistencies from
the main body of his argument. For instance, in one place he
says: “It would be just as rational to fix the value of every kind
“ of property by law, as of one ; just as reasonable that grain, pork,
“ houses, and land, should have their value fixed by law, as that
¢ the value of gold and silver shonld be fixed by law. Consistency
¢ requires that every description of property be subjected to the same
¢ peneral law, and justice and common sense require it. If the
¢ Legislature be guided by common sense, and have any regard for
¢ justice, they must cither modify or abolish those laws, or extend
“ the operation of the principles which they embody to every form
¢ and description of property. But as all property shonld be left
“ free and unrestricted, it follows that to be consistent they should
 be abolished.” 8o far well.

Auqain, after stating that these laws are daily evaded, and “as
“1puch as twenty and thirty per cent extorted from individuals,
“ who, though perfectly solvent and who offer the best security,
“ are hard pressed for money,>> he procceds :

«Jiow then do the usnry laws protect the horrower?  They give im.
punity to the partiality shich often characterizes the transactions of the
Banks, by hmiting the number of lenders, and preventing cotupetition
amongst themn ; they force the capitalist who will not violate even an
unjust and absurd law to atandon the idea of loaning his money, and
scek for it some more profitable invesiment ; and they place the bor-
rower at the mesey of the unscrupulous and avaracious money lender,
who will be satisfied with no less than fifteen, twenty, and thivty per
cent per annum. 2 L L4 b » 2

* Money, hke every other mercantile commodity, will always seck the
best market, and 1n those countries where the law fixes 1s value, and
attempts by arnficinl means to make it cheap, the effeet will be to make
it scarce and artificially dear.  Why do e so frequently hear of a want
of Capital in Canada? It s certainly not because there 19 not pleniy of
money in other portions of the Empire, or because English capitahas ar-
unwilhing to advance loans on pood security in Canada; but our absurd
Usury Laws, by fixing the price of moncy, drive capital to scek better
morkels,” )

Azain we say, <o far well. Bat after meeting with so much to
approve of, we confess we were mortified and startled, as no
doubt our readers will be also, to find him contradicting himself at
every step in applying his arguments to bauks. e shalt allow
bim, however, to speak for himself :

* All the arguments that we have geen in favour of allowina the Banks
to be placed on the same footing as private capitalists, have faled to con-
since us of the juctice or propriety of doing s0. Take away the advan-
tages which Banks enjoy over private capitalists, place both on she same
footing, and then we would ray place both under the operation of the same
principles, subiect them to one common low.  But Banks have a protee-
teetion winch s not exwended to pnvate individunls, and in rciurn for
which they shouid, 1n common justice, be required to give ap to private
capualists an cquivolent advaniage. A Banking comjany arc allowed to
issuc paper, pronisses to pay, (wiuch the sunplicity «f st perp'e cansea
thuw 10 1egard as nuoney) to ilree times the aweunt of their eapieal
Thus fur every bundied pounds in specie which a Basbiaz Comprrymey
possess, they are allowed 10 isue and toreceive interest orrthrce bandred
pounds in paper promises; which at the rate of six per cent, gives them
eighteen per ceat. per annuin, on all their real money ; besides the profits

arising from other sources, such ns from Exchange operations snd from
unredeemed notes.  Now ia not thix rate of interest quite high enough t
And is it not higher than the probable market p.ice of money would rise
to, were the Usury Liaws to be repealed 1 It is notoriously higher than
almost nny business would warrant the borrower in promising to pay.
Why, then give certain corporauinns bearing the name of Banking Com-
pantes advantages aot possessed by individuals? Every man ghould be
lefi at liberty to make oll he can on his real capital, but ifcompan’ee who
are nllowed to create an extensive fictitious capital were permitied to re-
ceive, tbe very highest market value of real capital, for that winch is oniy
fictitious, the congequence to the public would be of the most disastrous
description.  Suppose the market value of money to be ten per cent ; and
that the Banks were allowed to receive the maximum value for their fic-
titious capital, the public would lose twenty per cent. on every dollar 1e-
sued by the Banks. ‘This would be protecting one class of the community
at the expense of all the rest. A large increase of fictitions capital, wonld
@ice a false value to everv «escription o property, and risk violent fluctua.
tions which would bring  a upon hundreds.”

In our humble opinion, there is a current of fallacy and miscon-
ception running through the whole of the foregoing extract. OQur
contemporary, it appears to us, contradicts his own principles
throughont,  He would in the first place repeal the Usury Laws,
becatse they have a tendency to make capital scarce, and conse.
quently to enhance the rate of interest to the needy or enterprising
borrower. But yet he would not allow this principle 1o operate in
relation to the transactions of banks, because they have the right
of issuing notes ¢ to the amount of three times the amount of their
¢ specie, which,®? he says, ¢ gives them ecizhieen per cent op a’l
¢ their real money.?>  Our contemporary will surely, on reconsider-
ation, perceive that the privilege of issuing notes cannot be used
as an argument in favour of maintaining the Usury Laws, and
that in factin adrancing such an argument at all he has been guilty
of a gross inconsistency, The right of issuing notes, is one thing;
the rate charged for the use of money, is another. If eur comem-
porary thinks the first injurious in its tendencies, he is quite right
1o object to the Principle; but we must protest against its being
mixed up with the question of the Usury Laws, %::)m which it is
obviously quite distinct.

A convertible paper currency has been found by the experience
of nations to possess many advantages over a purely metallic cur-
rency, and the only questions with statesmen “at the present dav
are, what are the best means of securing its convertibility, and
guarding against violent fluctuations in its amount. These points
being secured, convertible paper and coin are, to all intents and
purposes, identical, and one law should apply indifferently to loaus
made in either of them. Our contemporary seems to think it
hard that banks, by the right of issuing notes, should be al'owed
to make a profit of eighteen per cent. per annum upon a portion
of their capital; but in this he seems to us to lose sight of his oun
reasoning, viz., that by allowing capital in geneml to find its
level, instead of restricting it by artifie’al laws, you would thereby
promote its introduction into the colony,

Supposing, for the sake of argumeut, that banks were to make
cichteen per cent p2r annum by the suspension of the Usury Laws
does our contemporary suppose that such a rate of p-ofit could
be maintained for any length of time, unless all other branches of
business afforded an equal profit? On the contrary, capital would ke
withdrawn from every other trade or investment that did not pay as
well, aud turned into the business of banking, till by competition
—that ever-active principle which our contemporary seems entirely
to have overlooked—the profits of banking were reduced to the ge-
neral level.

But there is another fallacy in our contemporary’s argument
which we think it necessary to call attention to.

He scems to assert that while b-nks make eizhteen per cent.
upon a portion of their capital turough their circulation, that their
customers thereby pay cighteen per cent per annum for losns!
¢ which,” he says, * is notoriously higher than almost any busincss
“ woul arrani the buyer in promising to pay »

Our contemporary must surely see that he has gone wild here
altogether. A bank 'y its credit converts £100 in coin into £300
through its circulation ; and it lends the whole to a borrower at six
per cent per annum.  The bank makes eighteen per cent per an-
num, it 13 tiue, but it would puzzle the Examiner himself, upon
such portion of its acfual capital, we think, to show how the bor-
tower is made to pay more than six per cent per annum for the loan.
It is tme he may say that bank notes are a delusion,—as we
notice that speaking of such efsewhere he sncers < at the simpli-
city of some people for rezarding them as money 2?5 but in this re-
spect there are few in the world at the present day who would
agree with him. A paper dollar, gonvertible into cojn, is to all in.,
tents and purposes as good as coin 3 and while it has the same ex-
changeable value, the use of it deserves to be paid for as well and
at the same rate as coin.

In conclusion, we trust our contemporary will reconsider his
pinions, in order to do away with the prejudice against banks
which s arlicle 1s calcalated to excite in the minds of those who
do not understand the subject as well as lumself; and in particular,
we trust that hie will observe the distinction which we have drawn
his attention to, viz., that the privilege of issuing notes, now gen-
erally conceded to banks, has nothing to do with the Usury Laws,
cither ditectly or indirectly. '
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ATTORNEY GENERAL AND BOARD OF TRADE.

{Communicated.)

Wo published in our last number a copy of a correspondenco
between tho Board of Trade, through their secretary, and the
Honorable the Inspector General, in which the opinion of the
Attorney General of Lower Canada appears as having been offi-
cially given on the subject of that correspondence j—and though
wo made no comments on it then, yet upon further reflection, wo
feel itto be our duty to call the attention of our readers to what,
under all the circumstances, must be certainly considered rather
8 singular production.

The Board of Trade cxpressed an anxtety to be mformed

whether, under the Act recently passed in England, foreign ships
could ascend the St. Lawrence to Montreal, for the purpose of
taking on board cargoes of the bread-stufls referred to in that
Act. .
Mr. Attorney General Smith says, “ I have now to state, that
«the provincial authorites have no power to extend n any man-
“ per the operation of that Law. 1If the Imperial Statute,’’ says
ho, “does not give the power to foreign vessels to trade to Mont-
¢ real, the Provincial Government has no authority to grant per-
“ mission to do that which it would require express authority by
“the statute itself to do.”? :

Now the question upon which Mr. Smith was asked to give an
opinion is clearly and distinctly stated.—It is, we repeat it again,
does the Imperial Act go so far as to extend the power to foreign
vessels to trade with the Port of Montreal, or rather to take in
cargoes at Montreal of the bread-stoffs in the said Act men-
tioned ?

As a lawyer, he should have given a direct answer—ecither
that it does, or that it does not ; but instead of this, he lays down
certain principles with which the merest tyro must be acquainted,
though he may not have had the opportunity of studying the
written constitution of Fngland, with which the learned gentle-
man himself is so famihar,

He gravely informs the Inspector General, for the information
of the Board of Trade, that 2 colonial legislature cannot alter the
provisions of an Imperial Aet, and he forgets to add, without being,
epecially authorized so to do,—and that the Government canuat
do that which requires the authonity of an Act of Parhament.  The
Bourd of Trade sought for no information on these points, for they
required none. ‘They put a plain and intelligible question, to
which they asked a categorical answer ; but Mr. Attorney Gene-
ral Smith entirely evaded it, and for what cause we leave our
readers to infer. e will, however, venture to offer an opinion
upon the question put by the Board of Trade, and though we do
not give it ez cathedra, we trust, nevertheless, that it will not be
dissented from even by so leamed a functionary as the Attorney
General, East; and we feel confident it will not, provided he
will condescend to examine the provisions of the law to which we
shall refer.

We shall first inquire what privileges foreign vessels enjoy, 50
far ag they can &:,mlci ate in our trade and commerce.

By, the 3 & 4 Will. 1V, chap. 14, intituled, “ An_Act for tho
 encouragement of British shipping and navigation,” it is pro-
vided that goods the produce of Asia, Africa, or America, shall
not be imported into the Urited Kingdom, to be used therein, in
foreign ships, unless they be the ships of the country 1 Asia,
Africa, or America of which the goods are the produce, and from
which they are imported ; and that no goods shall be exported
frem the United Kingdom to any British possession in Asia,Afnica,
ar America except in Briush ships; and that no goeds shall be
conveyed from any British possession in Asia, Africa, or America
to any other of such possessions, nor from one part of any such
possessions to another part of the same, except in British ships
and that no goods shall Ee imported into any British p.ssession in
Asia, Africa, or America in auy foreign ships, unless they bo
ships of the country of which the goods are the produce, and from
which the s are imported.

From the above .t will be discovered, thata foreign vessel can-
not import from the United Kingdom into this Province any goods
whatever, nor from any other country, except the country to
which she belongs, nor any other goods execpt such as are the
sroduce of that country ;—nor can such a vessel evport the pro-

uce and manufactures of this Province to the United Kingdom,
nor from one part of a British possession to ancther part of the
same, nor to another possession.

An American vassel, for instance, can bring into this Province
by ses, the produce and manufacture of her own country, and
samry ours back ; but on reference to tho Imperial statute 8 & 9
Vic. Chap. 93, intituled, “ An Act to regulate the trade of the
% British Possessions abroad,®? sho can enter no other port except

Quebece, cither with a eargo or to take a cargo away. The pro-
vision of the 2nd clause of that Act is this, thut no guods shall be
imported into nor exported from any of the British Possessions in
Anierica by sea from or to any place other than the United King-
dom or some other of such possessions, except info or from the
several ports in such possessions called * Free Ports,”? and as
Quebec is the only “ Free Port? created by that Act in Canada,
it follows as a necessary cousequence that it is the only port into
which foreign vessels can import, or from which they can ex-
port, by sea. ’

The next question, and the important one, is, whether un-
der the Act recently passed in England, entitled “An Act
“to allow until the first day of September, one thousand erght
¢ hundred and forty-seven, the importation of corn in foreign
‘¢ shipey” such <hips can ascend the St. Lawrence to Montreal
for the(rurpose of taking on board cargoes of the bread stufls, &c.
referred to in that Act. ~ At least, this is the question proponndeti
by the Board of Trade, and upon which Mr. Attorney-General
Smith gave his evasive opmmion. We have already shown the
reason why, under the laws as they previvusly existed, foreign
vessels could only enter the Port of Quebec for the purposes of
trade; we have also shown that vessels which may by law
carry goods from Canada to the Umited Xingdom and, vice versa
are not confined 1o a free port, but that they may load and unload
atany established port existing.

Then does the recent Act, suspending the Navigation Laws for
a particular purpose, change the position of either of the parties ?
We, though not suppoesed 1o be learned in expounding the law,
venture to assert that it does, and that so fur as camrying from
Cauada to England any corn, maize, grain, flour, meal, rice, or
potatoes, foreign vessels may ascend the St. Lawrence to Mont-
real, and thence take n a cargo of thuse stuffs and carry the
same iuto the United Kingdom.  As regards carrying these par-
ticular articles, foreign ships may by the recent Act do all that
British ships could do before the passing of the Act. The enact-
ing clausc 1s as follows:

* Bu it enacted, that from and after the passing of this Act, and
“ before the first lay of Septemnber in this present year, it shall
“ and may be lawfal for any person or persons to import into the
“ United Kingdom for home use, from any country in any ship
““ or vessel of any country, however navigated, any corn, maize,
“ graun, flour, meal, rice, or potatoes, the growth or produce of
“ any country, any thing in the law of navigation to the contrary
 in any wise notwiths tanding.”?

What rendered 1t absolutcTy necessary, as wo have observed,
that a foreign ship should load and unload heretofore at Quebec,
was, that not being able to export from or import into the United
Kingdom, or nto or from a Briish possesston, she was obliged, in
carrying on her legitimate trade, to deliver and receive her cargo
at and through a “ Free Purt.”? " By the recent Act, as far as re-
gands the articles enumerated therewn, she can be employed in
the trade between Canada and England upon the same terms,
ant with the same nghts, privileges, and vestrictions which Bri-
tish ships possess, or to which they are hiable. But as regards all
other articles of trade, the rules and provisions lard down in the
law of nuvigation apply as heretofore.

FREIGHTS ON THE ST.LAWRENCE,

We have had some communication, both from individuals en-
gaged in the Forwarding Trade and from other merchants, on the
subject of the article in our last, headed ¢ Freights on the St. Lawe
rence.” From the result of our enquiries, and from a careful
perusal of the advertisements of the Fonwarders, we are led to the
conclusion that the former advertisement cenld only be considered
as an offer to take such property as might be in possession of the
Forwarders on the opening of the navigation, at the rates thercin
specified, and could not in fairness be considered to extend to any
later date. We must, however, admit that the Companies had the
right at any time to withdraw their offer, and that such withdrawal
would not constitute a just ground of complaint from such persons
as may not, during its pendency, have thought proper to avail
themselves of it by concluding contracts at the advertized rates.
It is manifest that onc party could not be considered hound without
the other being so at the same time.

However, therefore, we may regret the decision to which the
Forwarding Companies have awived with reference to the rates of
transport, and however apprchensive we may be that those en-
hanced rates may operate injurionsly to the commerce of lhe
country, by diverting produce to the Amecrican waters, which,
under a more moderate tarifl, would pass down the St. Lawrence,
we must, in the most unqualificd manner, admit their right to do
what they will with their own; and we can only hope that the
desire which they, in common with all others engaged in commerce,
naturally entertain to “make hay whilst the sun shines,’> may not
lead them to Jose sight of the maxim v a0t to &ill the goose for tha

sake of the golden eggs.”
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BRITISH SHIPOWNERS' CIRCULAR.

by,

Tt will be réen from n eopy of a ¢irenlar lettor which we give
clsowhere, that the Enghsh shipholders are beginning to grow
alarmed, nnd are taking steps to protect themselves in the mo-
nopoly. We cannat be surprised at this, If the slupholders of
the tmother country can persuade those to whom theit arsuments
aro addreésse.d that it is their interest to pay thom & highet price
for conveying Wwhat they have to sell, than others are willing to
take it for, no ohte can reasonably blame them. What we should
fegtet would be that thero shoald be parties 50 blind or so preju-
diced as to be influenced by their arzuments, and believe that a

dufferent rule apphivs to slupping 1o that which upplies to every-
thung else.  An escollent aitwle which we copy from the Jundon

- Day News, exhibits 1 a strong light the absurdity of the legisla-

tion which has been applied to shipping, and hew injurions i* has
‘been to our own wterests.  And yet it 15 to keep us to this same
futal course that the efforts of o few interested persons in this
colony and at home are directed !

We shall in future numbers take up this appeal of the British
shipowners. in the meantime, we would meroly point out one
gross blunder that the gentleman “ experienced in SEippinf,' mat-

- fers,” Who repliex to the querios of the Shipowners® Society, has

made. In relerring 1o the effect of the Navigation Laws or the
colonies, this politico-commercial Justinian ascribes any disad-
vantage we may labour under to vur “own legislative enact-
ments?’; and adds, “ For instance, Quebec is a free port, and

-Moutreal 1snots  This,® says he, “is attributable to the jealousy of

& Upper and Lower Canada, when separaled.”®  Is it possible that
this experionced gentleman does not know that both Quebee and
Montreal are in Lower Canada, and that the question of “free
rts ** is one over which no Colonial enactment can have any
vree, being matters of purely Tmperial legislation 2
After this, we think we may be well pormitted to doubt the
sagacious forebodings of this shipowners® prophet,

TRADE OF CANADA.

We leatn that the Berroxy, from Glasgor, has arrived at New
York, with a general cargo, consigned to Buchanan, Harris & Co.
‘This vessel s one of the regular traders between the Clyde and
Montreal, but from _padticular circumstances, she has this soason
been sent to New York,  Her cargo is not ounly valuable, bnt,
owing to the present high rates ot {reizht from New York to Liver-
pool, her return voyage must be very profitable to the owners;
<while with favorable weuather and a speedy home-passage, she
‘may still have time to make two voyages to the St. Lawrence.
We have heard it stated that the carzo of the Bellona,or a portion
of it, is intended for Canada; and that the importation by ts
youte has been made in order to send the goods forward with all
convenient speed, through the Staté of New Yark, tothe Canadian
frontier, with the view of introducing them into the province, un-
der the Uunited States bonding and” transportation  Acts,  This,
probably, has been dune, under the impression that the goolds wall
retain their original character, and be received by our customs
department as British manufectures, upon payment of the same

- -dufies as if impotted direct from the Clyde to the St. Lawrence ;

but 1t may be well to bear in miad that the rule-acted upon here
is widely different from this. The Law Officers of the Crowa
have lately given their opinion officially, for the guidance of the
Guvernment and the Customs department, that British toods so
imported are on ro better footing as regards the duties than

. foreign goods ; that under the existiny ‘aw, they must be enfered

and paid forat our Custom-liouses #t tire value at the last foreign
il of exportation, tnd not at the value at the place of purchase
¥n Great Britain,  The diffetence of duties by l{n’is Toute is about
fifteen per cent. mote on the value of the goods than if imported by
the St. Lawrence.  The only advantage which the importer then
has, by adopting the New York, route, is the early receipt of the
goods m Spring, and the drawback of the United States dutics,—
leaving slill the difference of fifteen per cent. above named, in
favor of the St. Lawrence route. It does appear to us, as we
stated on a former occasion, that the restrictions thus placed on
the importation of British manufactured goods by way of New
York, into Canada, particularly at a time when the St. Lawrence
18 fruzen and inaccessible to our tradinz ships, are quite incompa-

. tible with the professed freedom of drade with all the worlld, which

the r. cent chanwes ewlinlied in the Statutes of the Imperial Par-
Titment are said to couter. I we are to be allowed, as the com-
mon phrase runs, **to buy n the cheapest ard sell tn the dearest
narket,” 1t surely 1s «monstivng iconsisteucy, that the Canadian
consumer is 10 be taxed silteen per cent. wore, on account of the
channel of 1mpartat on which he adopts, and that too, not only on
foreign asticles, but on British manufactures, the products of the
indnsicy of our 6wn countrymen at home.

The trde policy to be followed, onght 10 be to enconrage to the
geeatest possible extent the consumption of British mahufactures

in the Colonies and dependencies of the Crown; and so far as
this particular branch of ecanomy js concerned, it appears at once
impelitic and unjust, besides being at varianee with the spirit of
the recent Imperial enactments, to impose restrictions upon our
trade or additional and weighty duties, on account of the route of
importation,~ that roule being adopted for expeditionsness, con-
venignee and cheapnessy and m general at a season of the year
when the St. Lawrence ‘is closed. The amount of goods that
would be imported into the Province by New York would be #o
small in proportion to the imports by the St. Lawronce, that a
differential duty in favour of out canals and imland water is
soarcely wurth contending for.

Home freights from New York have ruled exceedingly high
during the winter.  As much as 9s. sterling has been paid per
barrel for flour to Liverpool ; & considerable reduction has since
taken place, and abont 7s. 13 now panl. The probability is, that
during the appronching season, treight from New York will rale
fully as lugh as from the St. Lawrence, owmg to the yuantity of
produce to be transported, and the large number of merchant
vessels in the employment of the Umited States Govermment, for
transports for teoops and stores in connection with the war with

Mexieo. There ate at rrcsom apwards of 700 vessels, of various
sizes, 50 empluyed by the United States Government.— Juvronfo
Colonist,

SHIPPING TRADE—DESERTION OF SEAMEN.

P ]

From the Shiggiing Gazette, London, March 3ed,

[tis truly deplorable to consider the state of demoralisation into
which the secamen enzaged in the North American trade, and more
especially the Quebee trade, are ptunged throngh the machinations
of the raffianly crimps who are permitted to carry on their nefarious
traffic in thatcity. To us it seems most unaccountable that the
Colonial Office and the Local Government and Legislature cammot
conjointly put down this vile gang, and the trade in which they are
engaged. No sooner does a vessel arrive at Quebec than the crew
are beset by orimps, who prevail on then to desert, hatbour them
in debauchery, and then literally sell them fo some other vessel
which has undergone a similar visitation, and is left without men
to navigate hor home. Five, six, and seven pounds awe constantly
given to a man for the run home, while the crimps artfully manage
that the greater part of the moncy shall be paid in advance, when
they, as o matter of cowrse, pocket it in payment of the bill they
have trumped up for the sailor’s entertainment. What is this but
scHing the services of the seamen for the advantage of the cdmp?
It is really disgracefnl that such a system should be allowed to
prevail in any part of her Majesty’s domimons.

‘We were among those who thonght that the Act for the Regis-
tering of Scamen would check, if not-entirely put 2 stop to, deser-
tion; and such, we are confident, would be the effect of a proper
and eflicient regisiry, which, unfoftunately, the present one is not.
The second clause of the existing enactment says, that *¢it shall
not be lawful for the wnaster of any ship to carty to sea any scaman
who shall not he provided with aTregister ticket.” But it has been
detided tha. this only applies to vessels sailing from the,ports of
the United Kingdom, and that a_register ticket is not required of a
man shipping at a foreign or colonial port. This at once accounts
for the crimping trade that is carried on al Quebec; it offers no
cheek whatever to desertign: the scamen runs-from his ship, leaves
his register ticket in the mastér’s hands, and trasts to his own in-
genuity, or the 2aid of thz English crimps, to procure a new ticket
when he returus hoine in another vessel- We believs, indeed, there
is ho difficulty in any seamen effccting tiis : and yet, surely, -even
under the existing cﬁn‘nsy picce of legislation, where the Registty
Act has been in operation for more than ten years, no tickat shouid
be given to a new applicant without the most Tigid scrutiny. 1If a
different construction were put upon the sceond clause o( the Act, or
if it were so worded as to require the production of a register ticket,
whether the sramen were shipped at home or not, it wonld throw
some litlle difliculty inthe way of desertion at Quebec.  The crimps
would soon discover that they had a stock on hand which was un-
saleable. ¢ ¢ *» ¢ ¢ ¢

Why is the Admirally so listless in this matter? Why does this
board offer no assistance to put down desertirn at Quebee ? It ought
surely to feel some interest in preventing the demoralisation of
British scamen.  There are generally from 300 to 400sail of vessels
in the St. Lawrence, at one time, during the scason, and in the
summer of last year we pointed out how necessary it was o have
three or four vessels of war (here, as a support to the masters of the
comrercial marine in preserving something Iike order among their
men, arrasting desertion and preventing mutiny.  We anticipate the
best moral effects from the appearance of a few ships of war in-the
tiver; and the leaving of so many merchant vessels there, alto-
gother unprotected, is in our opinien, a gross dereliction of the duty
which devolves upon the Admiralty. The mavigation of the St.
Lawrence will soon be open,and we would strongly urge, not mevely
the propriety, but the necessity of siationing a frigate or two, ‘and
some sinatler vessels, in the river during the coming season. -As 3
mefe experiment it would be worlh trying.
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DUTIES,—NOVA SCOTIA.

Duties finally agreed to by the House cf Assembly of Nova Scolia, sn
Tommttee on Ways and Means, Friduy, 12th March, 1847,

——

1st Reroloed, That on, from, nnd after, the Sist day of March inst.,
the Columal Impost Duties now levied and rmeed by virtue of the Pro-
vincinl Acts, now in force, shall continue to he levied, collected and
raised, as they now are, until the fifth day of July, ensuing, and thence
until the 31st dny of March, 1818, or until the Royal Assent shall be
given to an Act for repcaling the Dutics of Customs unposed upon Goods
imported into thus Province, by tie Impenal Act of 1845,8 & 9 Victona,
chapter 93. .

2nd. Resolred, That all Duties of Customs, impased by said Impenal
Acts, shall be wholly repeaied, 1n pursuance of the Iinpeniat Act, passed
on the 28ih dny of Augusy, 1846,by an Act of this Legisiature, to take
effect from the 3k day v July, nuw nexi, or from such tune thercafter as
the Royal Assent shall be dealy signified thereto,

3rd. Resolved, ‘That on, from, and after, the fifih day of July now
next, if the Act for repesling such Duties shall have been previously ase
eented 1o, and Proctamation thereof made in the Royal Gnazette, or ather-
wise, from and after the day whensuch Proclamation ehall have been doly
made, there ghall be levied, raised, and collected, the several and respec-

Duties to the following Table affixed, payable in Stething doney of Great
Briwin:
TABLE OF DUTIES.

ARTICLES. Duties in Sl‘f‘ ARTICLES. Duties in s‘rfv
. d, .

£

of Proof by Svkes* Uydro-

metor and 30 10 proportion

for any greater stteugth

than the streagth of Proof,

per gulloneeecscessoasees 1

Shrub or Santee, per gallon.. 1 ¢

Sugzar, Resined, percwliocseeaceees 14 0
Croshed, and fastard Fao.

WES, T CWhieescaeaaaes 100
Brown or Muscorado, not 16-

fined, perewt ceeveeeceae 70
Tea, viz .—~Souchong.Congo, Pekoo,
hs=a, Poncliong, and all

other Black ‘Teas, per Jb.. 0 13

Ceattle, vir —{flores, Marcs, (eld-
(LN 1 P |
Nost Cattlo, viz,—~Ozxen o
other Nest Cattle, 3 years
old, or upwanls, each.... 30 0
Co'ss and Cattle under 3 yne. 10 0
Bhicep, 08cheecs ceaceene coes
Hogs,over 100 lbs weizhteach 20 0 | Do,
Do, of 100 tbs, werght and
under, each.,.es .
Cheese, et owt.eeo.
Chueolate, or Cocoa Pasto,
Cotlee, green, per b oo.ov civeaee
roasted burnad.or ground p th.

Apples, fresh of drled,per barrel.... 4 0 | Spirits, viz:—

Bacon, porcwlecieeecene vane . 90 Brandy, Whiskey, Gin, Cor
Beef, u“ed. per cwt... 60 duals and atber Spints ex-
Do. fresh, do ..... . 50 eept Rum, not exceeding
Buseuit or Bread, per ewt.oceevereee 18 tha strenmih of Proof by
Do.  Fung,calicd Crackers, p.ewt. 3 4 Sykes' Hydrometer, sod 30
Butter por €WE ceoeictececnanees 80 in proportion for any
Candles, \Vax, Spermacoti, or Com- greater atrength than tho

ostion, Perhe.iciiiosniees 03 strength of Proof, pergal). 28
Candtes, Tallow perdb ...... o1 Rum,not exeeeding the stroogth
00

o

.o

' Bo.

Clocks, on all Clocks costing uader Do. Gun{vom!'r. Hyson,  Young
twenty shilling... oo . | Ifvson. Twanhkay, and other
nan olf others 1 Groen Tens, pertb.cocvees 03

Tabscco,  Manufactured, (except
Sanl'and Cigan, ) per W 0 1}
‘Tungucs of Cattio, driod or pickled,
POr CWE ceeceerniinevnes
Winet, viz<=~ilok, Constantin,
Mal y ‘Folay, Ci gne,
Buran n{\'. Henmtage, Clatet,
called Lafitte, Latour. Marsesux
or Hantin i, per gallantevees
Madeua and Port per zall, .....
sherry Wine, of which the first
ceat 13 £ per mpe ot upwards,
pergullun ceviciriies aeniies 2
Other ™ Claret  Wainos, Barsac,
Sautetne,V1n de Grave, Yoselle,
and other Freach Wines, and
Lasbon aud Gernian Wines, per
L L T R T T TYTOROOE |
-All othes Sherry Wsues, Tenonile,
Marsala, Sicihan,Maiaga,Fayal,
und alt other Waacs, pergalle.. 13

Clocks,viz —AlWbeels, Machinery,
and matenals for manufactunyg
tucks.. 20 per ceat.

Hame, smoked or dried, perowt....
YAk per ewlecerciiiiansennanne
Luather, Solo Leather, including
Hues and Skins, partially
dressedd therefur, perlbaee 071
Upper Loather of all sorts,
mcluling Hides and Skaaos,
pattially dressed therefor,

WOLON Coone
SO0Q Wmm~oo

ST LT

Do.

30
26

pcr *90 .. 000 00000000
Dolaszes, por gallon..o.ovee

Qaos, percIvl.coeviercriesasees
Penrs, fismh, of dused, pet bateol...e
Pork, salted, per fot. e oeivannnee
o, fresh, per owt ...covvnenn...
i Ruisuin, 10 boxes, perih vev-eeren
Do, 10 uther packeges, per lb.es 0

8pints, vir :—Rratdy, G, Rum, or

other  spirituous  liquors,

(save and except Ruwn or

Spints dustilled from Alo-

lasses, Grain, ot Fruet,)

which by any way or me-

thod whatsoover, shall be

mnnufaclund.wmpﬂundcd.

or extmeted, distilied, or

wado within this Irovance,

aot cxcaeding the strength

- of Proof by Kykos' Hydro-
maoter, 804 30 10 prog
for any greater strength
than the strength of Proof,
(-4 1101 IO,

Rutn, ot Sprtats destalled tn 1y
Provinco, foum Molasses,
Grain.or Fruit a0t excon)-
ing the strength of Prooft
by Sykes' Hydromoter. aud
so in proportion for any
greater strenath than tho
«arorgth of Proof, pergall. 10

Saaaridoo
OO0 OOINY

i

Hayand Braw..coeeveceeas 20 do.
Cignes and Sneffhve. ceeeenee 10 do.
C 208 F18e0escencenas 10 do.

Leather, viz —Baots, Shoes, nad leather
Manufzctuses of al! 3011, .10 per cout.

Meat, 17eshecie cotniceonecne JO do,
Poultry of all sorts, deades..e. 20 do.

Al other Goods, Wares and Morchandire,
not otherw:so charged with duty, and
not ennmerated in tho Tsble of K-
CIMRIONSesee saneroosscosed JICT CCT

TABLE OF .EXEMPTIONS.

Anchors and Grapnelr, nnd Anchor Palms —Ashes, viz© Pot Ashes and Tearl
Ashes ~Aues aud Mules.—Bagzago and Apparel of Postengers, not intended fur Sale.
=Banila and Sodn Ash.~Beans,~Books not prolubited to bo tnported into the United
blln:dnm ~Buallon, Gold and Silver.—Bure Stones.—Cables, of [femp ot other Vegetn-

» substance. nnji of Iron.—Coal =-L'ocon —Coin, Gold and Qitver Coins, aod British
Copper Cotus—Copper viz: Caopper Ore, or in Pigs or Bnieks 1p Plates, Sheets, Bars,
or Holts, Jor Stap Bustding ; Weonght or Cast, for’ Machinery, Pare or without other
l(\:ne!al; Copper Castings, of crery dozeriftion, for Machinery, far Mulls. or Steam boats,

upper and Composition Nails und S, key, for Ship Builling, Od or \Warn, or fit onty
to bo to-manufactured.—Cazdage, Tarred or Untarred. and whether fitted for Ranngor
other w1s0.~Corkw nad.—~C otn, viz: \Vheat, Rye, Indian Corn, Ragley, Oats, Rice and
Burkwheat, anground , Wheat, Finur, liatley Mear, Rye Meal, Oat Meal, Indian Masl,
nnrlnrhoal. NMeal Peas, Beane and Colavances.—Fis b, iz Uresh, Salted, Dricd, ot
;"rck(«l.—}jul.- ook =l i, viz* Traln O, Spermacets Oul, Head Matter, and
p"f"""' Linr and Shing, the produce of Ful ot Croatures living 1n the ses —Flax.—

;_l aiture that has actually boen 1n use, Waorking Tools and dmplainents, the property
;)’ hmlgrnn_u OF persary coming to resido in this Prova ,co, and aot inteaded for Sale.—
emp.=liidos, of meccy of Hides, raw, not tanned, cuniad, or dreesed.~lormy.—totses
=ud Cartinges-of Travelien, a0d Jiorses, Cattls, Catsi \woe, and other vohicles, when an-

LSS

tive Columal Duues set oppomite to the several Articles 1 the column of

e in catrying Merchambize, together with the necessary larncss apd Tachle, s0 fong
ne the same nre bona fide in ure for that ruqms».—!mn. viz.: in llars oc Pizs, U'ne
wronught or Pig Iron.—0ecs of ron of all kinde—~Castingy, for Mills ar Sienn Engines,
aoil Cast ur Wranght Pipes and Tulics, —Ehoct Trun —{eun Raus, for Renl Roads, Boliom,
PFlates, aud Plongh Moulde=—1.cotils.~Limo and Lime Stone.~-Lnes, for the Fishetics,
of nlt kinds.— Machuneey, or pasts of Machincry, for Steam Fogmes or Canding Macluncs,
.-Manurces afail Kinde, -Maps. Charte —=Nets ; Fishing Nets, Ecinaa, of all kinds —Onkum,
~Q0res, of ali hinds. =T aintings.=+Peli Ql,=Piich —~=Clants, Shrabs and T'roes—Pinte,
of Gold nnd Riiver, old and fit ouly W be o-maanfetared. ~Potatocs,—tngs, vaz . 01
Rags, Ol Rape, Junk, aud old Frehsag Nets.—=Roun.~Sai) Cloth of all kuids, Cnanrgs
ineludel -=Sails or lhizzing, 39 ed fruin Vesels weeeked on the Coast of this Provinee —
Salt —Seade, of all kinds—=Skins, Fues, Pelts, ur ‘Talls, uadressod —Stane, unmannfac-
turod.~~Suzar, of the Maple~Tallow —Tar~"1wincs and Lanes, used 1o tl-.e Fulertes,
=—Tuhacen, nnmanufaetured —Tat --T'urpantine —Whate i or Bone.—~¥Woorl, viz.—
Boands, Planks, Stasves, 8quato Tunyer and 1irewouwd.

4ih. Resolved, That when any of (e Buish North American Colomfs
shall allow the Importaztion from Nova.Scotin of articles the growth,
preduce, or manufacture of Nova-Scutin fice fivia Daty, all articles, the
grow ih, prudace, or manafaciare of sach Culuny shall be hinported froip
such Coluny inte Nuva-Scutia fice fioin Duiy—and « shall be lawful in
every such case for the Governor, witly the Q-hn‘c of Couaar], by Procla-
mation in the Roynl Gazette, to give immediate effect to an Act to be
passed for that parpose. Lo .

5th Resolved, That the several Daties imposed upon Ticenses for
Public Houses aud Shops for the sale of Liquors, and on sales by Auction
in Halifnx and throughout the Province, be continued 1n the same manver
and at the same rates as during the past year.

Gthr. Resolved, That the Act concerming the support angd vegulasion of
Light Houses be conunued in farce for the year ending the 31at March,
1848.

THE NAVIGATION LAWS AND THE ENGLISH OUTPQRTS,

The following is a copy of a circunlar letter from the Genoral
Shipowners® Society to the principal outports, on the subjest of
the threatened abrogation of the Navigation Laws :—

GrNoran Sutpownens' SocieTY,
London, 80, Coralull, 21th February, 1847,

Sin,—The committee of this society have felt 1 therr duty to dircet
their senous conswderation to the position 1 which the intereats of Brius'
elupowners are placed by the appuintment of the select committee of the
House of Commons * 10 inquire 1nto the operation and policy of the
Navigation Laws” '

Although the committee entertain the unhesitating conviction that the
principle on which the Navigaton Laws are based 18 so inseparably im-
terwoven with the national secunty as to constitate the whole system of
British Maritime Commerce a just and prudent exception from the gen.
eral rules by which commercial legislanon 18 at present regulated ; and
aithough vicwed m that hight, they are not aware of any such practical
incunveniences resulng from the operanon of the system as to justify
the agitativin aad alarm, the exaitement and ancestainty, 1evitably con-
sequent on such a parlamentary invesugation of a quesuon of lugh state
policy ; they would still, confidcot in the result, have yiclded wath
readiness to the demand for such ingniry, if it had been proposed on the
responsibiiity of the esecutive government, and undertaken subject
to its management and control.

But disclaimmg all intention of impugning the motives of those hon-
ourahle members of the sclect committee by whom the {:Quury has been
brought forward and supported, and allewing uneqaivocally the utmost
latitude for the difference of opimon on the great and interesting ques-
tions now actually placed 1n 1sue, the cummidtee of tas society, on de-
liberate review of the recorded sentiments of those honourable members,
and of all the circumstances preceding and sccompanying the oppoint-
meznt of the scleet committec, find it impossibie to admit us claim to he
regarded by slipuwuers wuh the confidence Jdue to anampartal srbupal,
At the same time it was equally nnpossible to deny, that whatever its
constitation or proccedings, its report can scarcely fail to exercise a potw-
erful influrnce on future practical legslauon ; and hence it follows, that
if the apprehiensions and distrust of this es.nmittee be well-founded, Bri-
tish shipping interests arc placed in 2 position of imminent peril, from
which uuited, prompt, and encractie exertion can alone roscue thein,

In these sentiments the committee believe that the great majority of
shipowners entirely concur; but while, if isolatcd and scparate, it is
certain that every offore will fail, it is obviously a mat. r of extreme dif-
fizulty to obtain with promptitude the requisite concentration -of.cxertion,
In tlas difficulty it has appeared to the committee an imperative Juty
considering the fucilitics afforded by their position, not to sheink fram
the task of onginating and suggesting suche united cousse -of action,
as they belicve, would, if adopted, prove practically effecuve. And in
this explanadion 1 trust to fiad apology for now, addressing you, .and for
inviting your aid sowards secaring the co-operation of the shipowners of
your port.

We consider that it may possibly be in some quartess most aceeptable,
and consequently that it would on ihie whole, be most advisable, that the
proceedings in thismatter being special and peculiar, should be kept dis-
unet from the general operations of the Shipowners's Society.  We pro-
pose, therefure, the formaton of a separate commuttee with separaie funds
to give 1o 18 operavons every facility nfforded by our own orgamzation, to
breome wdividually members of it, and to associate with us any parties
dispesed and able to agust the ovjects 1o view whether resadentio London
or delegated from the outports. -

‘i'ic general object we seck in the mantenance of the princjple of the
navigation systein as now by law esiablished, subject only to such prudent
mo-hfications as aliered circumsiances may reqitire, and as may not be
subversive of’ that principle ; the particalar and smmediate proccedings we
contemplote are the preparation of evidence to be lawd before the seleat
commistee of the Ilouse of Commons, including the collection of informa~
tion, correspondence wath the oatports, conmumeation with 1nembors of
patliament, and other measutes bzanng dicectly an the inguity ,nosw in
.progress.  Thelatter may be regarded:as urgent, but tempomesy.;.in dhe
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former we embrace the possibility of more continual excrtions, including,
especially, the diffusion of accurate information on the whole Bnush
Navigauon syatem, with a view, by the correction of prevalent errors, to
bring the mfluence of n sound public opinion to bear on the legislatare, i
defeuce of a policy, which however bitterly nssaited on the pnivate judg-
ments of theoieticnl ndividuals, has never, as has been loudly but
erroncously aeserted, been condemned by public opinion, and which, we
believe, will be supported by the popular voice, in the precise propottion
in which its real merits are understoad.

To accuplish these objects effccinally, we know from experience that
considerable funds are necessary. We repeat our belief, that if vigorous
exertions in the direction we indicate are not made, the Navigation Laws
will be repealed, or so matenally altered, ns that the remnant may scarcely
be wonh retaming.  We add our conviction, that 1f such a change take
place, the value of all existing Brtish ships wall be greatly restricied 1n
extent,and the return on capital fnvested in them be greatly reduced. To
avert such consequences, any reasonable expenditore, judiciously made,
would be, in roality, the most obyious economy on the part of the ship-
owner.

We suggest, therefore, that you ahould without delay convene a mecting
of the shipowners of your port, and if they should concur in the views I
linve siated on the part of this commtice, that you should forthwith ap-
point an autiliary commitiee—c Jllect subscriptions—appoint a sccretary—
place your committee in communication with us, and inform us, as soon as
possible, what amount we may rely on receiving from you in md of the
general fund. We should be glad also 10 receive the name of any gen-
tieman possessing the confidence of the shipowners of your port who would
be willing to act with us as a member of the committce, and we invite
the most candid and unireserved conununication of any suggcestions calcu-
lated in your judgment to forward the objects I have thus hastily endea-
voured to explain, assured that they will receive our impartial and careful
consideration. And in conclusion, I would only very carnesily press on
you the great importance of ptomptitude and decision of action, without
which »o effort will, in this crisis, be available to practical good, ag the
select committee has actually commenced its labours,

I am, sir, your obediert servant,
Duncan Duxpar, Chairman.

(From the Shipping Qazette, Londen, Febraary 27, 1817.)

Referring to our remarks of yesterday, relative to the active measures
taken by the General Shipowners' Society in defence of the Navigation
Laws, a correspondent reminds us that, in December (ast, circulars were
sant 1o the principal ourports, requesting replies to certuin quenies on this
very aubject ; and, for the information of our readers, we cannot do betier
than publish the questions put, and answers returned 1n writing by a gen-

tieman then apphed to, whose experience i shiping matters 13 most ex- | can’t be the superionty of their craft, for ours are betier; nor of their
tensive, and whose opinions, 1n af! that relates to the maritime commerce cquipment, for ours are mare perfeet ; ner of their crews, for they are
of the counury, are deserving of the highest consideration .— me uly foreign, being in great part British seamen ; nor that they are m;ore
visi 5 nor that

QUESTIONS AND ANSWWERS RELATING TO NAVIGATION. cheaply we. r‘ed. ﬁfor stores tmdt hprovv: ;lsx?_ns urfogg:il&% ;h;:;_x; hcr}cﬁ)‘rz l; :1 m

First~~Tho comparative cost of ship building, and expense of navigation, Inall Shc'r poris of outiit are nearer hc h aling g larl nslft‘lcd “;wlc“'
or any of tho undermentionod countnes, viz. :—Great Britain, United States, Rusafa, | 10 the name of Neptune, is it that these irregularly constitu [
Notway, Sweden, France, Belgiumn, Holland, iunmatk, Prussia, and Spain 3 contrive to increase and multiply, so that a duty of from 50 to 100 per et p

Auswer.—Tbe comparative cost of ships, and expenss of navigation .~ on what they caught was not cnough to keep the supply of this market in !
Great Britain,ceo ... § According toclas end materals, varying from 3t0 13 ‘{em the hands of our own “ merchant princes” of the southern scas
United States, . g" l’;“'“ef'&': £6 1o “‘2‘!‘.’" ten, for a Baltic outhit, and 30s, Is there any other trade in which (with equa) chances for the whole
Tuseia, .. oxtmr ! ppo world) the superior capital of this country dogs not command supremacy H
Norway, « i 8hips built of Gr, about £6 to £7 per Must not the drawback be most powerful, which, in this particular pursuit,
Eweden, - neutralizes the many ndvantages we have over the \r:longem sl:}tcg of

18000, .. - i he parallel we have drawn from Washington Irving,
el . . £ avout £12 per won, America? Doesnot the p r
nin‘i&'éﬁ".' . % pe with the smaller fishing of fresh water, hold good?  And can we assign to
Ienmatk, * { About from £11 to £19 per ton. any other couse than the superior maritime skill of the Americans, our
E"’E’" Ny cael About £12t0 £14 per ton subjugation in the employment which of allost severely and simply tests

{:1 I.)e":t;;:.r-k”t.ho exportation of oak timber for 'lh‘ building ! prohibited; end In the comparative seamanship qf d'e.,hfvo n.mlomﬂ N sorit
Franco the export duty on oak is also prohibitory, hnvﬂ!g boen imposed on this eountry It isimpossible but that this striking instance of the rising su%enor y
importing largely somo six or e1ght years ago, whea tha Pronch goverament took alarm | of the sailors of the only nation whose position, pors, extent, ntethgence,
ad stopped the oxport. and coramercial activity can make her our rival, should not excite alarm.

Szcoun.~Whetber thote aro any poculiar edvaotoges enjojed by soy of thes | Jyis our first duty to consider if, by any act of our own, we have contris
countriey . 1

Axswer.—Yes, in some being free from port charges for the first two years, and in | buted to her success. A 39mcwhut more detailed reference to the pas
America and Franco the light dues aro borne by government. Spain vistaslly excludes | than we yesterday made will show. L. . .
us, but wo do not excludo Spain, . Omitting mention of the laws affecting shipping during the middie ages
E Tm:f ':o(‘!vzg;w"xm?' ‘)ux? %lz':?!r; lm}' '3,5u'° m; ﬂ.'fn tuculgrly 1n the shiber duties, (avowedly intended as much to favour clagses as to protect the navy of the

ave teGy cost ot ship-. ngis s coun: " . . .

Answen—No. A twolvo vears Britishebuiitahig is constructed of Englishand Afri- | country), the origin of the navigation laws is, as we all know,  statute of
can oak, or Fast Lud:'a u&k. ’l‘l;:, do::'kc on,ly cn; ?’r {e!low pino l;r:dm our CColomes, and | the commouwealth, prohibiting the import g{‘ llhc produce of .?sm, :"\i{rlw.
the price now is highee thao when the colonint duty was exacted, varying, as pices . PR inpine. Jis wasan act of war, direce
el o ;‘;," dou aecording to supply end domand. - Copper is cheaper, tan 1t dester, o3 ‘tx:(;l ﬁ::::iié%ﬁ% u:v;‘: gﬁ'ﬁ‘i‘:ﬁﬂ:? g'uional treasare, instead o'fbrond
well as labour. y D f !

rorm;n.—wt'hethﬁ: !hc{o er0 any, ond what, advantages to tho shipowner in the { and productive lands, sunny skies, a numcrgu: pcop}le. orl the tlrlnncsh::'

reseLt Navigation Lo - i in thei oved better then them all—w
P Axsw:a.—z’rbe only advantages are tho oxelumvo trady to and from our own Colo- Melxlco and Pcwl; ‘:h.mt:)nc'?ﬁ;;el:]n%d:rgr that which speech is to man—
nies dircct, and, under the rociprocity Lreaties, where treaties exist, the trado on cqual | We have now—what is toci pe Naviention Act, de-
torms with reciprocsting states to and from direct. the conveyance of the produots of the earth. The Navigation Act,

Furru.—Whether there ?ﬁ 81y, nnd\\‘vhnl. ‘ndvn[rlla:cg’ or dusadsantages to the mer- priving them of that large share of this precious privilege , which consisted
chant and e3¢5 in tho Navizalian Laws . ies. was

Answzr.—~For 110 lost five yeara shipping propeity has been o lonng investment all an the transport to Enyland of the productions of ou‘r own cl?lol:";f!,)ard-
over tho world, and tho only paztics who have gamed aro the merchants and nanefac- | a3 much an act of war, though unaccompanleq by others,asthe bo
Lazors, by low untemunerating freights, and tho entiro catmings bevog spent wa the pur- | ment of a town o the blockade of a port, and it was accepted as such by
chnse of the mnnufactunng requisite for tho supply of shups' matermls—victuallin, . its enactment.
ls'bour. and clethiig of seamen ; all, or ncarly all, bexyn;: pmc‘l’mscd 1n thiy countey. 5 ti‘lc Dutch ; for active hostiittes bmk‘l‘ out §hor.tly “g‘:l: m;ittlc mant

SuxTn~Whether there be any advantages or disadvantages to the colomcs and colo- | The Dutch. were it a great measure only carriers; producinglittle, Aot
oial trade 1n tg's grm'nt &u'lsn‘lon ll»a‘:}:" Colontes h dvant 1 colonial facturing little, Werhrought little frolm PlIolland. we took lmllle tontlll-

Asgwer —Token in ths ozzicgate, tha Colonies havo an advantage, all coloninl | 400 ¢onld not, thercfore, retaliate by l~gislation upon our trade. X
ships enjoying: tho privilegs of Britich ships, tha North American colonics possessing y 4 ’ . o <o
pe*‘q!-.ur)or’l\'ni&cgn, phuva not only the exclusive carrying to Great Rrtain, u{' common cven qndcr 1hgsc the most favourable circumstances, we were nolsuffcrrleg
waels aff P!nmh stips, but all the ather privileges of trading to other countrics under 10 derive unmixed admmagc from our mecasvre. In ‘vcry few.ycam gite
reciprochty ‘,:”‘,“?; """";,""'"’,"‘ r}""’ Hanas ‘""f majpaining apprenticets .’"’l’ dis the confirmation, under the restoration of the naviation law, it was e
Jdeantaz - they Iabour under arises from their awn legislative enactnents, for instance N . tie

a:::“.:‘:c is o freo port,and Montrea) isnot, ‘This is attributablo to tho jealousy of tho marked that lh.c Dutch were excluding us from SOnllt.: tl'Bdfgsm bulk¥ a:m
lemslaturcs of Uppor and Lower Caauda, whon scparatods united as they are now, cles, whose chicf value was the cost of conweyance ; 28, for example, U .
Jocal joaleusias will,at isto bahoped, give wway to national gnad.  Canada, NovaScotis, Baliic trade ; and especially was it found that we could not compete wit
and l\ow‘lhuns:v!ck‘hahonlg'bc unlltg and formed icto a Federal Union, baving cno them in the fisheries. Our exclusion from these, by the operation of our
armennn {nterest 19 the mother couniry. . .. ! b "
c‘.::::xrn.—wmt less., inconvenienco, of disadsantazn to the Dritsh shirowne:, own act of navigation in making our shipping uunaturully dear, gave thdem
would bo'}ut;l e 1c0 upoa e ing (‘:10 ports of Groat Britan and ts dependencies over as 3 manopoly to the Dutch. Roger ?o]w{, (;Iwhom we X»qlclﬁg
toehips of 0l e oo ot ; : referred, notices the fact :—« In two yeur after the Navigation Acs o
Ans ¥R ~—Such & question cou'd onlv bo put by a foo), or a traitor to his country. L A M ' o P
It wouid gt oaly {avolve o dostractioa of our mercaatilo mene, azd tho supply of | Rump Parliament in 1551," ke remarks, « the building of shipsin England
—_—

seamen for nntional defence, in times of bath peace and war, but be the fistatepta
repudiation of the nationsl debt, Jt would compel our shipwiights to emigrate, and
maka our tradesmen banknints.—Shipowners aro compclled tu maintain apprentices by
law, to employ Bntish scemen, whilst manafacturers may eroct machtoery, and employ
men. women, and children, withvut being obliged 1o suppurt tho latter es apprentices,
whetlier the mill is in operation of stuppad ~ But, es a shipowner, I am prepared to state.
that if expodiency 1s the uational defenee of the country to be seopardise, and
oue Batish artisans to be sacrifieed, 1 should at once say, by alfmeans, lct us have entire
freo trade with all the workd, 1f otker iations woall grant 2. Letustimde from England
to America, and thenco ta France, [Holland, and Belgium; permnit usto buv our ships,
and build them in the chieapest market.  Don't obligo us ta rear apprentices ; allow us to
man our ships with foraign scaniea ; pltee na mare burdens oa Brituh shipoiraers than
the heaviest leviesd on any forcign nation, and the British eapitabst will be able tu main

tafn his ground, whether aailing undet the British flag or undor that ofany more powerful
nat on that may subdue this country.  ARer the late war, frce trado was fint t:ied on
the shipping interest, and it rulned what might bo termed the lezimate shipowner—that
t, tho man who embarked hus all in shipping. on the farth of the Navigation Lawt bein,

upheld, and which, during the reign of Napoleon, securnd to this country the commati

of the acenn, whilst all the Continental poters were subjugated  And if the mama for
frn trado is encourszed and permitted to nde mugh shod over tho nation, what temains "
of the Navigation Laws will be erased from out statutes,’

THE NAVIGATION LAWS,

{From the London Daily News.]

Washington Irving, in his pleasant idle way, tells us that he was one
of a party of Amencans who, for a while secluded from the vor{d of dis-
putes and dollars 1n a stream-cooled region of the Alleghanies in Wes.
tern Pennsylvania, took to reading old Izaak Walton instead of the newest
prices cutrent and the latest Laverpool circalars. So charmed were
Kuickerbocker and lus fraends with the pictures of gen.lc rapacity sketched
by the vencrabie Englhshman, that bamboo rods, silkworm gut, and kirby
hooks, were forthwith ordered frun Pluladelphia, and the pleasant streams
that splash down the shady wooded hiils of that lovely region were assi-
duously flogged for a whole summer’s day. .

In vain: the return was their own hooks. and not nlfvnys those. Dis-
appointed, weaned, resolved henceforward to taste only in Walton's pages
the pleasures hie descrbes, the future mnister at the court of her Most
Catholic Majesty, and his party, were sitting by one of the streams they
had tortured, when up rambled an urchin from a newly projected Eden
Just below, furmshed with a sappling a8 a rod, with five yards of packthread
s a line, and with a crooked pin ns a hook. To complete the dlﬁerenge
between this intolerable dissenter from the rules of regular sport ?nd their
orthodox selves, the young scamp had speedily pendant, their gills on n
twig, more fish than the creels of his rivals would have held after a day’s t

ursuit.

What Irving’s vagabond-ling was to the literary anglers, the 700 emall,
neketty, dirty, home-made, foreign-worked. Yankee whalers are to Mr l
Charles Endetby’s stately, goodly, orderly, British South-gea ships. It
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beeame one-third dearer than before, and seamen's wagea became ro exces.
sive deap, that we have whally lost the Muscovy and Greenland trades,
wherehy we give the Dutcliand other nations the power of driving the trade
of the world " Sir Josiah Child, an admirer of the navigation law.in the
snme yearadminted that there were £2 Yargs Datch ships v the Russian
trade to one Enghsh,and in the Greenland fishery 100 or 500 sail (o one
English ; in the Baltic trode generally we hind but ouc-half of that we
had kad, and the Dutch had ten times as much. 1wo years after, heavy
dunes were impneed on both foreign and eolonial fish nils to suppori effurts
mnde to revive the Greenland trade, which yet miserably failed. In 1693
it wns discovered that a company, and that only, could regain the Green-
land fishery, and 1t was incorporated with the advantage of importing,
duty frec,nll thrt its ehips might get. Capital £40,000, an excellent di-
tection , but, bv some mishap, the company was dissolved in 1706, with
o loas of £530,000.

I'hese facts shonld have tanght the legislature that what injures onr
neighbours does nat always benefit ourselves, and that it was time to lay
anide the navigation act, when heavy taxation, excessive exertion, and
the advance of other nations, had rendered the Dutch, against whom it
was directed. no longer formidsble. But the country was entering on
an age in whieh class interests ruled ; in which, with the greacest atten-
tion to the supposed welfare of parts, the community wasaeglecied We
now say, that what 13 everybody’s business is nobody’s business ; and in
those days what was everyboly's interest was nohady’s care,  The ship.
owness found each dram of protection an agreenble stimulant ; and in
the youth of the present generation the support required had brought the
panent to the natural ternination of his career, at which a gradunl di.
innution of the doge becamne unavoidable We ean't say, with all our
adnuration of Mr. Huskisson, that the reduction was well managed.

For wlhien we come to apply our navigation laws to the case of nations
in situations utterly different from that of the Duteh, the new case forced
upon us modifications of our faw ; but as the principles on which it was
tased had been totally lost sight of, our medification was the very worst
that could be. ‘I'ake the example of the United States of America, a
nsing nation of seamen and merchants, whose country: produced more of
bulky produce employing shipping than any other—an attnibute it has
retmned and angmented—was our navigation law to benefit ourselvesor
1o repress the extension of the navigation of others?  The latter was its
onginal, and could be its only possible aim, and had we kept that in
view, we could not have made, o~ could not long have persisted in, any
gerious crror.  But, by the time we had to legislate for the case of the
United States, we had lost sight of this, its object.

In seeking 10 benefit our own shipping, we could not absnlutely exclude
American ships from bringing Amencan produce, for they would at
once retalinte and close the contest.  So we fell back upon what wasa
very old wdea, though not eontemplated as capable of such expansion s
we now witness ; and we deternvined to divide the trade with them.
All American produce should coine in English or American ships. We
confessed, by the very fact of the law excluding them from general com-
tnerce, that Amencan shps were more cheaply sailed than vurown - and
yet to preserve to us some part of thewr trade, we excluded from compe-
titton with them the shupping of other nations, which might perhaps again
beat them ! The commerce of the States with this countrv is by very
much the most important of the world + the one item of a million and a
half bales of cotton far exceeds for employment of shipping our importa-
tion of any other article from all the rest of the world.  And it was this
trade in which, after confession that they were onr superiors in carrying,
we agreed to preserve them from competition with any other people ! .

Had there been no previous navigation law, no misundetstood prece-
dent of our conduct in the contest with the Datch, could such an error
have heea made?  Could we have heen betrayed into it but by a succes-
sion of blunders, each carryung us further from that original lizht of na-
tural law from which in cornmercial science we must never depart.

Now there is but one nation whose marntune greatness we need fear:
we have named her. The Hanseaue Towns sal iheir ships yet
more cheaply, we believe 5 at least American shipowners have said so.
‘The Danes, Swedes, Norwegians, Sardinians, are good and economical
navigators.  Which of these can be our rival 7 But 1n our wmantune, as
in other branches of our forcign policy, we have lost sight of the maxim,
‘¢ Divide and rute ” It is by proteciing the weak, and not by adding 10
the power of the great, that we can maintain our position at the head of
the world.—n posttion depending on our naval supremacy, and of the
foundation of which we shall be satisfied by the unavoidable reflection,
that a lost Trofalgar—a great battle destroying an English fleet—would
be a greater convulsion 1o the two worlds, would he praductive of tnore
incaleutably dizastrong concequences, than would have been the fall of
France before the sabres of the Moslem on the plains of Chalons,

RaiLRoars.—Inenzase vF Bi siness.—The increese of business on the
railronds niready in operation has put ail previous calculauons far i the
back-ground. Esumates, orizinally deemed 10 be h ghly exagzerated,
have pruvad to be far buow ihe acual resuits— truth 18 siraager than
ficon.”  The anncxed statement 13 copred from the Boston Post —

The annr xed table exlubits the gross receipts of the following Rasiroads
leading from Boston, in fuar years ending December 1, 1846 :~-

1843. 1€46.

Trostan and VWorcestor, oo nevnececcnaneecees SHGR,367 83504512
Wertern, .ooovecees a3t 17
Boston and Lowell.. 344 102
BUtCr 0ty eee o o oe D 635
Bouston and Mamne,.. 340136
Fasiern,eeeeenescenns 301,33
Boson and Providence, . 30335

Tataleeeecercosrssecscennees $1,016.738 200,523

Aggrepate inerense on all the roads, 13 57 per cent.
generally reduced 1n 1843,

Oopexnsnere Roav.—The Directors of this road will meet in Boston
on the 8th Apnl, when the report of the engineer will be officially made.

Fares were

Tt has alrendy been s'nted, unofieatly, that the engwneer wall report in
favor'of adopting the line of the Vermont and Canada road (through
Frank'in Co. Vi.) and crossing the nver Richetreu by a bridgee-hus
avoid a ferry on Lake Champinin, and cunnecting Boston with Montreal
and Ogdensburg at the samq time,

OreviNe oF NaviaatioN oN TuE WELLAYD Cavar.—The Canal is now
in such a state, that should no unforscen ocenrrence prevent, the water
will be let in, at Dunnville, on Tharsday or Friday next the 1at or 2ad
prox , and by the 8th or 9th 1t 13 expected to be in petfect working order.
—St, Catherines Journal .

Ax Exgyta.—In the Censua of Lawer Canada, taken wn 1814, the
number of married men is stated at 113,034, and the number of women
at 116,678 ; excess of married women, 3544, Query. It what part of
Canada is polygamy practised 1

LOCAL, PROVINCIAL, AND GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.

There hasbeen a great change 1n the weathsr since our last, which
scems again o have carnied us back into the nnduie of winter. A heavy
fall of snow on Saturday last so completely blocked up the roads that the
Quebec mail for the Boston steamcr did not arrive in time to teave by the
meseenger, ond had to be dispstched by express ofterwards. In somo
places in thus neighbourhood the drift was five and six feet high, and tra-
velling was for a day or two rendered almost impossibte in the country
parta. The effects of the same storm were experienced to the west-
ward, as far as Kingsion, where there was oiso a considerable fall of
snow. According 10 present appearance, the navigation s not bkely to
be open before May,and the spring must be n very iate one. At Toronto,
steamers nre rinning to the opposite side, lus the bay 18 etill incumbere d
with ice, and tho boais can only reach the Government wharf. At Kings-
ton, the 1ce igsull as strong as ever, and 1t 18 not expected that any steamer
will be able to enter the harbour before the 2Wih at the eathest.——The
Toronto papers announce that Mr. Justice Hagennan, who hos been for
some time dangerously ill, is gradually improving, although still in n very
weak state.—=T'he Sherbrooke Gnzetle announcesthat the stockholders in
the Sherbrooke Cotton Factory have deternuned to close thewr mull for the
present, owing to the high price of cotton, and the difficuity of procuring
it until after the opening of nav.ganion. It 1s intended to commence run.
ning it againin May. H)s Jordshiptthe Bishop of Toronto has issued a
circular 1o the Clergy of lus Diooese diresting them to caus® a collection
10 be made in all thair ehurches on Good Friday, 1 aul of the distressed
poor in Ireland and Scoiland.———The Toronto Patrint rays thatcome of
the Home District farmers are beginning 1o croak about the appearance
of the fall wheat,but adds that fariners ace a croaking lot, and ihat theie
predictions are qmite as often fulse as true.——1t 19 stated by late advices
that in many parts of Newfoundland the people are suffering dreadfully
from the want’ of food, and would afarve were ¢t not for the relfef ad-
mimstered by the public authiorities. It 18 understood that Major
Campbell, furmerly of the 7th Hussare, and principa! Aide-de-camp to
Lord Sydenham, has been appointed Civii Secretary, in the room of Capt.
Higginson. Major Campbell married a French-Caandian lady, and
has large possessions in this country. The appointment is generally ap-
proved of.

03~ We observe that some of the newspapers nt a distance are in the
habit of copying our commercal reports without acknowledygment.—
This is scarcely fair. The reports 1 question are got from whe best
sources, and shonld be credited to us when borrowed.

3 We would remind our Free-Trade fiiends that one wav of sup.
portiag the Lconnrust is by sendang st their advernisements.  They ean
do this without any sacrifice. ‘The cuwreulation of our journ) renders it
an admirable adverusing mediun 5 and by makinz use of it, they will
have the satisfaction of knowing that they are effecting two objects—the
advancement of their own individual interests, and the support of an
organ for thosc principles which they believe to be rost consisient with
the interests of the country.

TIE MARKETS

NEW YORK. 27th Mareh, 1847,

Asnes.-=No changze in market: Pots 83 RT3, and Poarle §5 Q5.

Yrovur. Stock reduced toabont 20009 bb s, Sales at 87 124 5 87 25, Teamactions
for fature dehivery are larze av $512% to 83 25, 10 all Mayg. and S387% in June, Ryo
¥t ur §1 73 Corn Meal is lower, and has been placed at 34 50 to atrivo on tho opane
ing of navigation,

GRraty.e Jersey Red Wheat has sold at §1 35, rad Western, to arrlvo ot St 43
Ryc 40 cets  Tarleg 70 ceats.  Operations aa L'orn exte aise, prubsbiy betond pre-
eadent, 0100 103090 lshels having been pald fur deaeeny durne tho summer nt 85 to
85 eants to artive an May, and 73 to 37 0 Jose. Export of Corn from 1st to 23:d
Mateh, 916,331 bushels,

Fro 1sivss  0Old Pork dull Sales at 814 & §12. Meo tuaive 3048 for 815ard $13.

Prxgante - To London aud Liverpoal, Dlotr i takea ot 8¢, aod Gratn at 254
Rimilar tates are charzed on Freizlits to Troland and Scoiland.

Lixcnaxor —~0Un Loodon 3} to 4 per cent premium,

BUFFALO. 27tk March, 2, P. M.

Michignn Flour, far Jolivery on or berone Onth May, hes bezn soldat 85 78 Whont,
81 0% Corn s offered, toatnive, at 53o.  ‘The 100 13 out of the ereck but ths lake 1
finn as far as tho eve csnsee The St Catherines Journzt of the Suth instant, statos
that tho Welland Canal is cxpected tu ba ia workiag ordet un Oth Apul=~Bufalo Sder,

MONTREAL. Friday Czening, 2d dpril.

Asnze—No changa to notetines ont Inst P ta, Q3r. Ponr's, 03, Gl

Frouvr —"There hasbeen very ittlo buunes d ne s'ace our Izt report.  Wo bavo
only Leard of one mio fur May deavery, at 38, Gi.  Tho matket fs vere duil

Guraty —We havo mo Ganwactions to noto. The roads cro vere bad 13 tha country,
and not much comiug in, \We quate Canada Rod 2 Gs. 1062, 3L pee GO 1ba.  Peata, ot
5s d to Gy,
y Provistoxs.—~Ncthingdolaz. Portk=—Mess. 8188, Priino Moes, $15500. Prime, S1

Lxcaanan—Un Loadon: Bank rate, 6 to 7 per cent. prom, ’

—
—
.
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MONTREAL BOARD OF TRADE,

NOTICE.
HE ANNUAL GENERAIL MELTING
1 of the Corporation of the MoNTREATL Boarp
or Trave will be he'd ot their Rooms, Kt. Joseph Strect,
on MONDAY n at, the Sth of Vil to reevre tho Heprart
of tho Council fur the past gear, and elect a Couneil and
Buand of Arbutration fur the vear cnsuing.
By onlen, FREDK. A. WILLSON,
3rd Apnil, 1847, Srcrerar

NOTICE.

OFFICE OF THF ST. LAWRENCE AND
ATLANTIC RALL-ROAD CO.
fRontreal, 301h fRaseh, 147,
IHE Proprictors of Shares in the Capi'al
Stock of thie St. Lawrence and Atannie Raal
Rond Compane are herchy naotitied and gequized. to pay
to tho Treasurcr. at the Company's Otlice, No. 1R Litto S8
James Strect, in s city, the THIRD INSTALMENT
of forr Porsps SixTers Suitiivas Carreney per 8hare,
on or befure the {th day of May now next ensuing.
Pursons residing in the Dotrict of Saint Francls may
make their paviments at the Azencics of the City Hank at
Sherbriwko or dinicad, o9 msy bo must coarumiual, frumn
lucality.
By order,
TIIOVAS STERRS,

Soerctary & Treasurer.

THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

———

.

HUNT’S
MERCHANTS’ MAGAZINE,

ny Commercial Metic,

BY FBEEMAN HUNT, EDITOR & PROPRIETOR.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY,
AT 142 FULTON-STREET, NE\WV-YORK.
At Fse Dollars tee anawm, (n AVance.

YHE « MERCITANTS MAGAZINE axo

Commencial. Ruvinsw ™ wul contitiue 10 in-
ehlo in 1ts dengn cvere subjedt connectad watl Commereo
Manugacturee, and Palitieal 1 cotismy, os—Commersinl
Lepd'ation Coommercial Hitory and Geageapliy ; Metean
tiie Minzraphy o Lesan s fram tae ablest pene on the teading,
tipres af the day, re'atine to Coumnorern] Affaies ; Deserip-
tove, Siatetical, and Hitarienl Accounts of thevarisus
sommoditios which funn the sutigect of Mereantite T'rans-
actions, Port Charges, ‘S arntls, Custome and Commercial
Regutations ; Treaties, Custams and Commercial Reguta-
tiens, Treaties . Commerc:al Statitics of tho 1Trited States
and the diticrent countrics of the wotld with which we
haro intercourse. inchuding their Physical Character Popu-
fation, Products. Lepsrts, Imports, Seaponts, Moncys,
Yyewznts, Mensures, Fanaace and Baukeng Assocd ions ,—
Enterprises conuceted wath C aminerce, embeacing Fisherios,
taeorporated Companies, R Canals, 8 L
Docks, Post Offices, &c. . Principles of Commerce, Finance
and Hanking, vnth Practical and istarieal Dotals and
ust } Law and Merca: dle Law Re-

FOLWARDING. 1817,

JIE UNDERSIGNED hereby give Notice,
that on the Opening of the Navigation, they
will FORWARD THE PRODUCE NOW IN THEIR
BIORES AT KINGSTON subjert to Freght at ONL
SHILLING AND SIXPENCE PLR BARUEL FLOLR,
and other Property a0 proportion, together with the usua!
charges for Wuiter Starage and Marine Insumnce, and
that all othee U'roperte Forwarded downwards by them will
be subject to such Rates of Freight as miav be apecially
a3tecd upon, or as mny be hercafter adverused.
MACPHERSON, CRANE & Co’
HOOKER, HOLTON & Co.
I, JONES & Co

& Th» Briusk FFhig and Tvronto Colenist wili give
the cbove tAree ansertions.
Montreal, March 23, 1847,

’]‘H 5 Subscnbers have, this day, adintied Mq.
W J. MDONELL, of Kingston, and Y.r.
JOHUN FARROW, of Montr-al, as PARTNERS inthesr
Forwurding and Commissio. Buminess.
11. & 3. JONES & CO. Brocxeivtr.
H. JONES & CO. MoNTREAL
H- & S. JONES, Kivastox.
Cannl Wharf, Montreal, Marea 22, 1745,

For Freight or Chart.r to LiverrooL or the
Crype.
@ HE Darpie “ EVPOPEAN " 525
‘Tons burthen, (new measurement,)
coppered aad copper fasteucd, wiii be ready to (ako un
Laorgo at Quebee, at the opening of the Navigation, and s
ag ehizible conveyance for Meususement Gouds.

Apply to W. BRISTOW,
26th March, 36, Commissioncrs Btreet,

.
poits. aod Decisions of Courts 1o the {*aited Statey and
aarope, wabiog (asurance, Pattuer-anp, Princpal and
Agent, Mills of Lxehango, Sale, Guoranty, Renkruptey,
Slupping and Navization, &c and whatever olsa shail tond
to develop tho resousces of the country and the wosld, and
illustrate the vanous topucs beanng upon commerce and
Sonmen ini Linemture, and wu may ventute to say that
00 wotk heretafuro published, embraces in its pages 3o lnrge
an emount of snfurination un afl these subjocts, a3 tho four-
teen voiusics nuw completed

Our means of enbancing tho  .lue of * Tho Mecichants!
Maznzine and Ceminiertinl Review'* are constantly incress
ing, and, with new spurces of infurmation, an extending
corrovpondenco abrond, 8 .d ather facilities which seven
years dev. tion to a single olject have enabled us ‘o innke
avaslable, wo shall bo able to rendee the work a perfect
eade mecum for the Merchent and Manufacture., as well
as to the Statesmen and Politcal Ecemamist, and indecd,
all who desire infurmation on the wulifanous operations

of business hife.
REANSIM WMD)
IRISIT AND SCOTTISII RELIEF
FUND.

HE Joint Committee has named as Treasor-

R ers Messrs. J. G. McKexzie and Troyas
Ryax, who will receive Suliscrtions, at their respective
Officcs, 8. Joseph Strect, and (altespie®s Buildings, Come
miatoners® Street ; and Subseniption lads are Likewue
vpencd at all the Banks in the City.

The fullineing eutlemen have beea nppoinied Cortrc-
ToRs a0 the sov 4l Wards, with power to udd to thelr
qumber — .

BAST WARN—T. B. Anderson, J. G. McKenzre, 20d
anid ‘Thomnas Kvan.

N LR WARD.=Jvho Matavwson and Willtan
Mauray,

V2 LST AWWARD —James Ferrier, Fdmund AL Mereduth,
Eenjamin Hoimes, and George Elder, Junt

S0 ANMS WARD — W Woukman, Wm. Spoins,
L. H. Holton, and John Tully.

ST ANTOINE WARD.—Win. Cormack, Ileary Mul-
holland, \Win. Rodden, and Michaol O'Measra.

NOTICE.,
" E the Undersigned hereby give notice, tha
application will he made hy us a* the nex
tneeting of the Leasiatute to obtain a CRARTER for th
utpase of CONSTRUCITING A HBRIDGE ACROSS
1I'HE ST. LAWRENCE, say from the Sonth side of said
Rivertoa ‘;mm on 8t, Poul's Island {Isle St. Prol), and
fran saud Inslan 3 to the North bank wath eght of way acroes
the sawd Island, and from the Notth bask of the River w a
conroaicat tezrminus on tho Cunal,
i1, Srepiiexs,
Hean Attax,
Jasox G, Pierce,
1. Davivsos,
Witiiax Dow,
Jouy l.exsing,
W TSy,
J. B, Satam,
J. FroTaicouad,
39, YouxNa,
Joun E, Mies,
1.. . HorTox,
A Lo Macpovald,
fev3, Lyaay,
R. Coxse,
Davip TogRaNeg,
donteeal, Septamber 14,1848,

Axprew Siactw,
Jaxes GitmoTr,
Wu.EpnoxsTone,
Mosus Havs,
Joaepir Massor,
RosrrT Mackay
0. Breruxrer,
11. Jvoamn,

A. LaRocqus,

B, HarT,
Joszrn BonrrxT,
A M Deristx,
W FrwaTiNGER,
W. ¢ Merepimi,
Jonux J. May,
Gro.Evper, Junr

11 Subscnbers nave constantly onhand .—

FLOUR, COUFISH,
INDIAN MEAL, BUTTER,
PORK, CHLESE,
SALMON, LARD.

A fow Noxes Patent Hive HHONLY, ard & Cholce As.
civmect of LRY GROURRIES, lut thesupply of Faiuics
D. P. JANES & CO.
Corner of St.laul & M'Gill Stres

ST, LAWRENCE WARD —Jancs Mathewson, Rolt.
Campbell, W. 13 Cummm;i. and P. Drumguoloe.

ST. LEWIS WARD.—llew Ramay, John Ward, and
John Holland.

ST.J \MES WARD.—Dvan Haves and George Flder.

£ MARY WARD.~Neu Mclntosh, \Wiiliam Parkyn,
aad ‘2 howas U'Brnen.

Montreal, 19ia February, 1847,

UNITED IRISH & SCOTCH RELIEF FUND
NOTICE.

HE Pablic are hereby cautioned against pay-
g Subzenpuen, i ad of tlus Fund, to any
Colicator but those anthorized by the Joint Committee to
ncuve them. The names of the said Coltecturs are pnb
hishad 10 another part of the 'aper. ‘The Collectors wiill
have Pruted Subtenplion lasts,

EDMUND A. MEREDITI,

February 19, 1947 Secretory to the Commtico,

FOR SALE.

EAS. Twankay, Young flyson, Gunpowder
and Souchong, in boxcs,
Molasses, fleavy,
Mastel's Cognac Brandy,
Sicily Maranln Wine, |
Boiled and Raw lanseed Ols,
Qlive Oil, Laglish Glue,
Plug Tobacco, Pimento, and Peppor.

AL2O,
Patoat Sperm Candles, fruin tho Manufactorer.

STEPHENS, YOUNG & CO.
20k August, 1846,

A

OTICI 1S HIEREBY GIVEN that appli-
cation will be made hy the COMPPANY
of PROPITETORS of the CHAMPLAIN and 8T,
LAWRLNUE RAILROAD, st the nest Scssion of the
Provincial Parhiament, for an Aet to amend end extend
centain provisions of tho Act 2 \Wm, 4th, chapter 58, oty
tled, *.An Act for making a Raitrosd trom Lako Cham-
ptain to the Ruver 8t Lawtenee ** and pasticulaths the pros
visions of the 45th Sectiwn of 1he sard Act, 36 as te autin
tisc the sa Company to extend and construct a firanch of
the Champlain and the St. Lawrence Railroad fremn some
pont ou the preseut hino of the same Ifest of the Ruer
comtnonly *alled La Petite Riviere do Mouteeal, 10 us di-
reeta Line asy may be found practieable to any powt upon
the fiver Baint Jauwrenee at whicl a Bridge shall be con-
structed under the anthonty of auy .\ct to bo paszed by the
Lugislature over the saii River to communlcate with the
City of Moutrenl, and afso to cmpowes the sand Company
to carey then sand Braach Hadrond over anch Brdge and
thence tathe C:ty of Montreal, upon sueh teeas awd condi-
tions asshail Lo fixed by Legnlativecuactment.
JOLIN B, MILLS,
Clairman,
WM. B, LINDRAY,
Cotn:mmvuesr.

Nait-roan Orrice,
Montreal, Novomber 2, 1846,

COMMISSION AGENCY.

THE undermgned beg to inform Purchasers m
the Queose MARRET that thny are preparcd
to executs URDERS for FISH, CIL, o1 WEST I2NDIA
PRODUCE, at a Moderste Commimon.

ALPORT & GLASS.
Quobee, 3r:d Sept. 1846.

GLUBY INSURANCE v0. OF LONDON

LIFE, FIRE, AND ANNUITIES.

APITAL, ONE MILLION STERLING,
the whole paid up aud invested, theret y af-
fording to the Proprictors security agatnst further calls, and
o the Aswuted an tmediate avarlabie fund for tho pay-
meot of the most extensive lusses : and therefore no person
wsuted by Tiis CoMpany is hizble to Le calted upon to
contribute tuowards the *usses of others, as wath Societice
established on the principie of MrTral INstRrRANCE
No Entrance Muney or Admission Fees required from
persons eflecting Lifo lusurances,
Officers in the Army or Navy are not chinrged with any
additional Premaum, unless called into active service,
Policies for the whole terin of Lafo will bo purchnsed on
Terms to be agreed on with the pastres interested, should
llu’?' be desirous of surrendcting them to tho Comgpany.
ke undetnigned aro authonzed to Insuto Fure and Jafe
Rusks on very ndeantagecous terms, and to settlo Lusses
wishout referning thein to Logland.

Qousulting Phosician,—~s, CRawrord, Montreal,
RYAN, CHAPMAN & CO.

Agents for Canada,
AoxTREAD

1st Mayg, 1846,

NOTICE.
HE Partnership herctofore existing between
HARRISON STEPHENS,JOHN YOUNG
and RONLEO H. STEPHENS, under the Furm of STE-
PHENS, YUUNG & CU., was this dsy DISSULVLD by
Mntual consent.
A Debts due to and ty the said Firm, w.ll bo scitied by
Joux Youxa aud Brxsamix oLuxs.

HARRISON STEPHENS,

JOHN YOUNG,

ROMEO H. STEPHENS.
Montreal, 31st Avgust, 1846,

NOTICE.
HE BUSINESS hitherto carned on by
Messrs, Harrison Sterners, Joux Yore,
aud Roxgo H. Srxriexs, will bo CONTINT ED by the
i:ﬁ&;’bew, undor the Firm of STEPHENS, YOUNG
’ JOIIN YOUNG,
BENJAMIN HOLMES.
Montreal, 31st Aogust, 1846
L —— reer—————m—cse——ry

¢« THHE CANADIAN ECONOMIST,”?

A Tecklp Netospaper,
DEVOTED TV THE INTERLSTS OF COMMERCB

RICE of Subseription, 10s. per Annw.n,—
~ payable in advance.
RATES OP ADVERTISING.

Qix linesand under, 2s. Gd. first insestion, and 74 d. each
subsequent sasertion. ‘Ten dines and under 3t 9d. fint
wsertion, and 1s. cach subsequent ausertion, Above ka
tines $d. pot hine first insoiticn, and 1d. per hine each stb-
sequent insettion,  The usual discount ss made where pat-
t.csads ertise by thegear, or for o consudernbie tine.

Urrice.~No. 3, 87. SacRaMENT STRZET, Whero oll
Commumications are 16, ucated to be sirected.

Montreal, 16th May. 1846,
———

TRINTED FOR THE COMMITTEE OF THE

fHontreal fFree Trabe Association,

DONOGHUE & MANTZ, PRINTLRS.

P |




