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- IWiscellnweous Avticles,

IS THERE A PLURALITY OF INHABITED WORLDS IN
: THE UNIVERSE?

- I% is under the scenery of night that this question comes home
forcibly to the thoughtful mind. During the day, the unrivalled
splendour of the glorious sun keeps altogether out of view every:
other luminary within our range of vision throughout space but him«
self,—he is then the sole monarch of light. But when he retires at
sunset beyond the other side of our self-revolving globe, what a
maghificent spectacle is presented to us, on a clear night, and in our-
transparent Canadian atmosphere! Looking upward, over the ceru-
lean arch, spread above as a vast and gorgeous canopy, we behold the
silver moon walking in her brightness, and thousands of brilliant
stars sparkling like so many golden gems. If we have acquired some
astronomical knowledge, we can group them, aceording to their
relative positions, and thus construct a curious map of these celestial
orbs. And if we have it in our power to survey and examine the
visible heavens through a powerful telescope, what additional wonders
and glories do we descry! The more powerful the instrument through
which we look, the more splendid and marvellous does the scene
become, and the objects of our admiration are vastly multiplied,—
millions now appearing where the naked eye saw only fhousands.
‘What is called #ke milky way, and which seems to the eye like a
bright path along the sky, when scanned with the telescope of
Herschel, and especially with the later, and far greater one, of Lord
Rosse, is discovered to be composed of innumerable stars, the-dis~
tances of which from us are immensely greater than the more visible
stars. And there can be no doubt that if still larger telescopes than
VOL. VI N )



194 1S THERE A PLURALITY OF INHABITED WORLDS?

the stupendous one of Lord Rosse were constructed, the discoveries
in the skies would be farther and farther extended, and even new
wonders appear. Or if we could be transported to one of the remote
fixed stars, and there direct our eye, or our telescope, beyond, we have
good reason to believe that fresh hosts of shinirg bodies would be
geen. So that we can set no bounds to the material empire of God
Almighty, an‘empire stretching immeasurably into the mfinitude of
space. '
PNow, who is there, possessing any right actiyit%' of mind, that has
not; even from his transition: out- of .childhood, félt-the eriqpiry afigs
ing within him, What are these splendid orbs, nuiiberless, :inlsyas‘cer-
tained by astronomers to be of prodigious magnitude ? We shall
pass over the wrong ideas held concerning these in former times,
wheén. true science was:in weak. infancy, antl the-carth was believed to
be the central point of the universe, and all the heavenly bodies, not
excepting the sun himself, were considered as circling around the
earth, to enlighten and do it honour! But when {only, however, a
foew centuries ago,) the philosophers "Copernicus and-Galileo found
out the fundamental truths of astronomy, ard showed that the sunis
a great centre round which our earth and other bodies revolve as
stanetsi; axid the illustrious; Sir Isgac Newton discovered the roaterial
aw of gravitation by which theése mighty movements are effected
with beautiful regularity and mathematical precision, and the contin-
nous progress of scientific research, made 1t more and more evident:
that our solar system of planets is but a. fraction; a very small frac-
tion, of a seemingly houndless universe, which is made up of other
systems, ad infinitum,—then the:opinion was mooted, and gradually
gathered strength, that these various systems comprise worlds, ten-
anted by living inhabitants, rational and irrational; though it does
not necessarily follow that they are just like the:occupants of our
own globe,—for who. may presume to set limits to the. diversities.of
Divine creative power ? .

The theory of a plurality of worlds, which has been maintained. by
the eminent astronomers and. philosophic writers of modern times,
was first exhibited in a popular form by Fontenelle, a French writer,
in an ingenious book of dialogues published one hundred and seventy
years ago;; and this theory has been variou:ly illustrated and sug-
tained by such able writers as Dr. Chalmers, Dr. Lardner, Dr. Thomas
Dick, &c., and more recently by Sir David Brewster.

Sir David has publisheda very interesting and. satisfactory volume,*
in reply to onet by an ingenious and talented anthor, who.is-anony-
mous, and who has endeavoured to make out, with much show of
knowledge and plausibility of argument, but mixed with a great deal
of bold sophistry and reckless statement, that there is only one

o 3fore Worlds than one, the Creed of the Philosopher, and the Hope of the Christian.”
a 1 The Pluraiity o Worlds,” which title, however, is & missomer, and asort of artful
ecoy.
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world, this earth, which is the abode of intellectual and moral crea
tures,—the human race. There have been one.or two other writers:
on the sai.e side, and their cheerless doctrine is highly palatable to
the Infidel and Sceptic.

-In opposition to such .contracted and heart-withering views, it is
our design, in this paper, to exhibit to our readers some argu-
ments in support of the noble sentiment, that, in &l likelikood, there
are many inhabited worlds, some of them far better and happier
worlds than ours,.if sin has not entered into thein.

Here, however, it must be admitted that we cannot arrive at abso-
lute certainty on the subject; for such is its nature, and our distance
from the objects of investigation so immense, that it is.impossible for
us, with the aid of all the instruments that ever have been, or proba-
bly ever will be invented, to serutinise minutely the worlds in ques-
tion. All, then, that we can reach is probable evidence; but. the
cumulative probability, the amount of proof of this kind that can be
exhibited, should be acknowledged by candid minds to be very strong.

‘We would also remark, at this stage of the discussion, that if the
probable reality of a plurality of worlds be denied, the-denier is shut
up to hold that there is, and can be, but one inhabitated world, that
on which mankind and the inferior animals dwell. This is:a dogmatic.
gz;ition which any man at all of an humble mind, and who-feels how

imited is the human understanding, and. its power of determining
certainties, except those which rest upon induction of facts, or the
authority of Divine Revelation,~~would shrink from occupying. But:
the anonymous writer on worlds, to whom reference has. been made;
is brought to this position, and tries to maintain.it with all the-dis=
lectic skill of which he is master. In doing %0, he is.obliged to make
presumputous assertions, and runs into absurdities, as Sir David
Brewster, who refutes bim, has-well poiuted out.

The arguments which we can adduce for aplurality of worlds inay
be classified as threefold. 1. There is the argument from andlogy,
or from the resemblance in: s number of respects-between our earth
and the other solar planets, with which, from our comparative neas-
ness to them, we are best acquainted. 2. The srgument from the
character of God, his character as composed of moral attributes, espe-
cially of wisdomn and. goodness, for the exercise: of which it seems to be
necessary that there should be other worlds, filled with: life and intel-
ligence ; seeing that this eaith, which:is-but as an' atom in the vast
Universe, cannot; be considered as affording suitable scope for the
flowing forth of his benignant perfections. 8. The:argument from
design, which is so abundautly apparent throughout the universe, and
which leads-us-strongly to infer that there are intelligent beings; scat-
tered over His universe, adoringly to contemplate those admirable
adaptations which appear to pervads all the material works of God,—
and to derive their enjoyment and improvement from the fit arrange-
ments He has made for ministering to their desirés and capacities:
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‘What an exceedingly wide field for proof and illustration is thus
resented to us, bearing upon our theme—that we have much ground
or believing in a plurality of worlds. But our limits preclude us
from entering fully into this interesting and inviting field ; for even
to run glancingly over it would require many pages. All, then, that
we can do is to select and briefly state a few specimens of the eluci-
dations of our subject which might be brought forward. And they
shall be taken chiefly from the first and second classes of arguments
which have been just mentioned. .

With regard to the argument from analogy, or from certain resem-
blances between the earth and the other planets in the solar system,
it will be necessary first of all to take a cursory view of them.

‘We remark, then, that true astronomical science has made it evi-
dent that the luminous body which we call the sun is a great centre
of attraction, around which, by the Newtonian law of gravitation, a
number of planetary bodies circulate, in regular orbits or courses,
with the nicest exactness, like a piece of complicated but perfect ma-
chinery. These bodies are called planets, from a Greek word which
signifies to wander, because in their revolutions about the sun, they
are always changing places in their orbits. They are Mercury, near-
est to the sun ; Penus next, and seen by us as the beautiful evening
star; then our Earth; beyond it, Mars; after that, Jupiter ; next
in ordér, Saturn; next again, Uranus; and farthest off, Neptune.
‘We may mention here that, since the beginning of the present cen-
tury, there have, from time to time, been discovered a considerable
number of very small planets, called Planetoids, stationed between
Mars and Jupiter; ang indeed, within a few months past, the fifty-
gixth of them has been discovered. This singular group has afforded
much speculation to astronomers. It has been surmised,—but this
18 a mere conjecture,—that they are fragments of a former large pla-
net, which, by some tremendous convulsion, such as shall finally befal
.our own planet, had been exploded,—and then the Almighty Power
which broke it up sending its component sections into orbits of their
own.

Our space for this article will not allow us to go into more details
concerning the respective distances of the planets from the sun, only
we may say that the distance of Mercury, the nearest, is 86 millions
of miles, and of Neptune, the remotest, 3000 millions of miles; nor
concerning their-amazing movements. They all revolve around the
sun, in periods of time corresponding to their distances. —the period
of our earth being 365 days, while Neptune takes about 145 years to
perform his circuit! And they all, as while flying around the sun,
are also revolving constantly upon their own axes, the time they have
to do it being their day. When we think of these and many other
things, how should we exclaim, “ Great and marvellous are thy works,
Lord God Almighty!”

We may just state that the majestic sun is 500 times larger than
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all his planets put together ; and it is his bulk and density which give
him the attractive power that causes the planets to gravitate towards
him. The commonly received opinion now among philosophers re-
gpecting the sun is, that he is mainly a solid body, encircled by an
envelope of burning gaseous matter, from which radiate the light and
heat without which every planet would be in total darkness, and an
entire frozen mass, ~incapablie of sustaining either vegetative or animal
life. :

It is further necessary to our purpose to add that the most of the
planets have secondary ones attached to them, and accompanying
them around the sun, and also turning on their own axes. These are
called satellites, or attendents. They are useful in giving reflected
light to the part of their planet which is turned away from the sun;
and doubtless serve other important ends; for God hath made nothing
in vain. The earth has one satellite, the moon, without whose gentle,
silvery light, our winter nights would be dreary indeed. Jupiter has
four, besides those curious large belts which encompass him. Saturn
has no less than eight, and also a singular ring of huge dimensions
which enfolds him." Uranus likewise has eight; and Neptune, so ex-
tremely remote, appears to have two.

Now, to apply to our analogical argument, this somewhat long but
necessary detail, we say that as the other planets have so much ana-
logy to our inhabited earth,—analogy in their mutual relation to the
sun, as their common, central head,—analogy in their twofold revolu-
tions, one solar, the other on their own axes,—analogy in all of them
. that need this, heing provided with serviceable satellites,—analogy in
at any rate some of them having an aerial atmosphere similar to ours,
for sustaining breathing animals,—analogy, probably, in other re-
spects, if we had means of ascertaining, doesit not clearly follow that,
in all probability, some of them at least are replenished; hike the earth,
with inhabitants suited to them? We say, some of them; because
geological researches concerning our own globe have now led to the
belief that the matter of the earth existed, and passed through many
gradations, perhaps during millions of years, before it received that
organization which the Divine Creator judged fit for making it the
abode of intelligent man, and the scene of those wondrous events, dis-
closed to us in the Bible, belonging to his moral history, and his sal-
vation from sin, by a Divine—incarpate Redeemer, and his future
eternal destiny. And the modified form to which we thus see it pro-
per to reduce our argument is this—that, reasoning from analogy, the
planetary bodies of our system are probably either now furnished with
inhabitants, or are in a course of preparation for being supplied with.
them; though it may be that the. preparation shall occupy a very
long period. Some of them, which have been fitted for it, may be
already inhabited ; others shall be so, when they shall have acquired
the fitness judged necessary by Him whose understanding is infinite.
‘Were we not to entertain such & persuasion as kas now been stated,
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we conld not conceive reasons worthy of God, only wise, for giving ex»
igtence to the planets, merely that they should remdin always without
life and intelligence having any place upon them.

Again, are we not fairly warranted to argue in this way, that as, so
far as our knowledge and observation extend; we find matter ever con-
nected with life in some form or other, therefore, we conclude that
the connection of life with matter is, or will be, universal, sooner or
later? And if there were lower gradations of life at some periods of
the pre-Adamite earth, as the animal fossils in the rock shew, the
higher grade of it, rational life, will come forth and be exercised in
yet imperfect worlds, when HE who orders all things in due season,
gees to be most proper.

Further, does it not seem altpgether unbecoming of the only living
and true God, whose name and nature is love, to suppose that His
compiacency will be satisfied, and His henevolence sufficiently evolved,
by giving being to huge masses of organized matter, dispersed through
space, and having regular systematic motion, and most skilful manage-
ment? But, if our theary of worlds is not admitted, then these crea-
tions of God, upheld and guided by Him, are destitute of all that ig
vital and mental, and, therefore, of all that is truly noble. What
rightly constituted mind does not revolt. at such a thought? It would
greatly lower our conceptions of Jehovah. As there is but one God
over all that exists in immensity, we think it behoves Him to have, at
His own determined time, creatures, throughout that immensity, that
are conscious of receiving His benefits, and making returns for them
of grateful worshipping thoughts, and feelings, and services.

But we must now hasten to a close for the present, although justice
has not been done to this interesting subject. We have only intro-
duced our readers to the vestibule -of the universe, and pointed out a
very few of its planetary wonders. In bringing forward a little of the
probable evidence for a plurality of worlds, we have confined ourselves
to that part of the evidence which is obtainable from God’s works of
nature. We have made no use of his weritten word. However, in
another article we may briefly enter into an examination of how far
the inspired Scriptures favor and support the opinion that there are
many worlds, occupied by intelligent and moral beings, besides our
own world.

But in the meanwhile, let us add a few sentences about some other
parts of the material universe in general. Werefer to the fized stars.
They comprise those almost countless orbs which are seen in space,
except our solar system, and the mysterious comets, one of whick has
lately, with majestic brilliancy; swept along our field of vision for many
nights. These stars are called fized, because, unlike the place-changing
and sun-revolving planets, they retain the same position. They also
differ from the planets, as the latter are opaque, untransparent bodies,
only seen by us because they reflect the sun’s light falling on them ;
but the stars are self-luminous, giving forth an independent light of
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their:own, just as our sun.does. And such are their prodigious dis-
tances: from us, that even. the best telescope does not magnify their
size, it-only makes them more. distinct, and brings-to onr view myriads
of them which the eye itself cannot discern. o

- Now the conclusion of the astronomers, as. to the fixed stars, is.that
they are suns, and that there is- every probability that, like our sum,
they have planets.encircling them, and these planets scenes of life, ag
in the case of our.own planet. It is true that the planets of these
suns have not been telescopically seen by any astronomer; but this
may be well accounted for from*their amazing distances, fpr, at such
distance, planets which only display reflected light are hidden from
even ‘telescopic ken. On the whole, there seems. to be quite sufficient
data for fairly surmising that the stars in question are really suxs,
swrrounded by plenets: with. living inhabitants. For; as Sir David
Brewster has justly remarked, ¢ Wherever there is.matfer there must
be:life ; life physical, to enjoy it; life moral, to worship its maker;
life.untellectual, to proclaim his wisdom and power.”” Contemplating,
then, the starry heavens with these elevated views, we would say, in
the beautiful lines.of the poet : o .
“And theso are Sung ! vast, central, living fives,
Lords of dependent systems, Kings of worlds,
That wait as.Satellites. upon their gower,

And flourish in their spiile. Awake, my soul,
And meditate the wonder. Countlesssuns
Blaze round thee,.leading forth their countless worlds!
‘Worlde in whose bosoms living things rejoice,

And drink the bliss of being from the fount
Of all pervading love. 'What mind ean know,
‘What tongue ean utter, all their multitudes
Thus numberless in' numberless abodes |

Known but to Trer, blest:Father! Theré they are,
Thy children, and thy: care, and none o’erlooked
Of Thee. No, not the humblest soul that dwells

Upon the humblest globe that wheels its course

Amid the giant glories of the sky;
Like the mean mote that dances.in the beam.
Amongst the thousand mirror’d lamps which fling
Their wasteful splendour from the palace wall,
None can escape the kindness of thy care;
All- compass’d underneath thy-spacious wing ;

Each fed and guided by Tay powerful hand.”

-London, 0. W., December, 1858, ¥
ADDRESS TO A BROTHER MINISTER ON HIS
o "ORDINATION. o
My BrotuER IN THE CHRISTIAN MiNistRY,—Ib is now my dut;
t0 addresy, you briefly as to the greatness of the office with whicl
i"qufha{?ﬁ?q_en invested, and the obligations under which you lie to
be faithful. ' '
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‘When ous Lord Jesus Christ ascended on high, leading captivity
captive, and took gifts for men ; yea, for the rebellious also, that the
Lord God might dwell among them ; one of those gifts was the
Ministry, with which you are now entrusted. He won it for you,
by the grace of God ; and He has conferred it upon you by the
\ﬁoly Ghost acting through the agency of the Church. Whether
you consider the origin of the gift or the manner in which it has
reached you, you must see that it is something greet.

There is greatness in the nature of the Christian Ministry. It is
the Ministry of the Word of God~-the word of the truth of the
Gospel. In this lies the excellence of the Christian Ministry ; not
in the power to merit divine grace sacrificially, as the priests of self-
righteousness falsely and absurdly affirm; no! but in the power to
moderate and to teach by the Word of the living God. ¢ I am not
ashamed of the Grospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto
galvation to every one that believeth.” The power of the Gospel ig
the power of the ministerial keys, and that power is the power of
God : not the power uf man, but the power of God, held and exer-
cised by faith. I do not know that I can say anything greater to
magnify this office, which God, in rich and sovereign merey, bestows
on unworthy mortals like ourselves.

But I will add that there is greatness in the use of the Christian
Ministry. 'What is the use of 1t? The answer is contained in the
words of the Apostle Paul to the Evangelist Timothy: “In doing
this thou shalt save both thyself and them that hear thee.” It is
¢ the power of God unto salvation.” ¢The end of the command-
ment 18 love out of a pure heart and of a good conscience, and of
faith unfeigned.” 'What object more honest or more utile! What
more glonfying to God or more beneficial to men! Many are the
useful arts with which God adorneth mankind, but this excelleth
them all, out of measure.

Now, charged with an office so great in its rise, in its mode of
conveyance, i its nature, and in its use, you must feel strongly
bound in your conscience to be faithful. I trust your will is deter-
mined, in harmony with the dictates of your conscience; and that
you shall ever pursue the duties of your Ministerial profession in
the spirit of love. ¢ Love is the fulfilling of the law.”

“Take heed to your spirit. Beware of pusillanimity. Stir up the
gift of God which is in thee. For God hath not given us the spirit
of fear; but of power, of love, and of a sound mind. On the other
hand, beware of irritability. A minister is liable to be greatly pro-
voked by many things ; by material inconveniences and hardships ;
by the ignorance, the insensibility, and the ill-will of men ; by the
remaining infirmities and corruptions of his own flesh ; and by the
wiles of the devil. But the remedy for all that is not peevis{ness
and rage. The cure is, © the meekness of wisdom.” ¢ My brethren,”
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says the Apostle James, “count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations ; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that ye may be
erfect and entire, wanting nothing. If any of you ]ac{ wisdom,
et him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth
not, and it shall be given him.” ‘ '

I do not know any power which the Minister of the Gic.pel needs
more to cultivite and put forth than that which shines so brightly
and so warmly in the character and conduct of the Apostle and
High Priest of our profession. We have not such an Hli)gh Priess
as cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. Sympathy
for souls laboaring under ignorance, guilt, and temptation, 1s one of
the strongest principles in the Saviour’s heart ; and so must it be in
the heart of every good Minister of Jesus Christ. The apostles
were full of it ; and if we would imitate their energy and success,
we must drink into the saw~ fountain. Beholding the glory of the
I;or(}: v&(fie shall be changed by glory into glory, as by t%e Spirit of
the: Lord.

% Knowledge,” saith an apostle, “ puffeth up; but charity edi-
fieth.” "We must, therefore, not seek the gift of knowledge sepa-
rate from the gift of love. "We must seek love as the’ eng, know-
ledge-as the means. Ministerial wisdom 'and Ministerial power lie
much in this. 'We are very apt to pursue knowledge as if it were
the supreme good, and love were inferior. But love is the supreme
good, and knowledge is her hand-maid. Raise the servant to the
supremacy and you do her no good, whilst you degrade the mistress.
Knowledge, rightly employed, supports the throne of love. Laying
the foundation in Gospel faith, erecting the conscience to a gracious
decision, and converting the heart into a seat of holy determination,
knowledge establishes love on the throne of the soul, and keeps her
there as Grod’s last and best gift ; showing most of His glory, and
spreading the greatest benefits all around. That this love shall
reign in your heart, is our most earnest wish ; and make you useful
to many, in this place, who shall be a crown of joy to you on the
great day of account. C

I have no advice to 3jive to. you, except that which God gave to
his servant Joshua: “Be strong and of good courage. This book
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth ; but thou shalt medi-
tate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to.do according
to all that is written therein; for then shalt thou make thy way
prosperous, and then shalt tbou have good success.” The grace cf
our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. W
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Revicws of I/ooks.

Jerovan’s WonnErs 1y THE DEEP: o Sermon preached on behalf
of the Society for the Relief and Encouragement of Fishermen and
their families in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. By THE
BEv. Groree Jounsron, D.D,, Edinburgh. 12mo. pp. 18. Edin-
burgh : W. Oliphant & Son. 1858.

This excellent Sermon was preached last year in behalf of the very
benevolent and useful institution named abave; and we are induced to
‘bring the matter underthe notice of ourreaders, not merely from regard

£0 the merits of the discourse, but also with the view of shewing, by a
practical illustration, how much impoztant good may often. be effected,
really at no great cost, provided true kindness combined with good
sense be brought into operation. In many parts of the North of Scot-
1and the Fishermen, though hardy and industrious, are in a very de-
pressed and destitute condition. About eight years ago the Rev. Alex-
ander Fletcher, D.D., so well known by his writings and his many
zealous efforts to do good in a variety of ways, visited his father-land,
which he so passionately loves, and being in the Isle of Skye, walking

one day along theshore with the Rev. Alexander Adam, U. P. Minister,
at Portree, saw some fishermen mending their nets, and after some
remarks, put the question:

«What ean I do for these poor people ¥ The answer was, “ That if a boat could
be purchased for the benefit of these fishermen, for which they should be obliged
to pay the money by insialments, it would be infinitely better for them than
Béstowing upon them any pecuniary relief.” The suggestion wasacted-on; and the
principle.of the whole scheme is-embodied in- these words quoted from the Regoft
gx}:nmﬁ’l, «To gupply poor fishermen of good character and industrions habits,
with substantial boats, tge original cost of which, with interest on the money, to be
repaid by themselves, in certain fixed instalments, and af certain fized periods;
and, in order to render the operation of the scheme sure, a bond is subscribed by
the contmacting parties and securities, binding-themselves to keep the boat in good
working and in a sea-worthy condition, and to be responsible for all manner of
damage which the boat may receive in any manner of way, and also for payment
of the money advanced, with the fixed rate of interest at the periods mentioned in
the bond. It is stipulated, too, that the boat shall be considered as belonging to the
Society until the wholé amount of the instalments are fully paid up, when theboat
Kecomes: the absolute property of the party orcrew. The bond 1s then fully -dis-
charged, which constitutes their title-deed to-the property.”

Suchis the simple plan of the operation of this important Scciety. It has wrought
admirably, and witk a success fai beyond the expectation of its most sanguine
friends, Fifty boats have been already built by the Society, and are in active
operation, providing for the support of many families. The instalments of 3 num-
ber of these have been already paid, and the bosts, with all their nets and means
of fishing, are the property of the crew. One boat was lately sent to the celebrated
Isle of “JTona;” and se auccessfu}lglly has it been fished, that one-third of its instal-
ments have been already paid. Eleven additional boats have been ordered, and
are in the course of preparation. Many of the boats are called by the names of
many eminent individuals, who bave assisted the scheme;—such as “ The Sir
John Pakington,” “ The Lady Hill,” « The Legh Richmond,” * The Alexander Flet-
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cher,” “ The Dr. John Brown,” etc., ete. One of those atpresent builtis to be
called * The Sir-Colin Campbell,” after the name of the hercic Commander in-
Chief of our Indian forces, and who is nobly, and with such heroic valour, subduing
the rebellion in India, and bringing that most important part of the British Empire
again under the sway of our gracious Queen. When finished, this bort goes to-the
parish of Ross, Island of Mull, the birth-place of the Indian hero, and where the
aged father of Sir Colin_still resides:* Who can help wishing success to such!
Such are the nature and success of the Association for which I plead. It has
already been a blessing to hundreds. There are still thousands in our Islands:and
Highlands who need its help, and T now confidently make my appeal to-every true
Christian and Patriot, to contribute to its aid. Help the Society to multiply
their boats, and many a grateful heart will bless you; and “as they go down into
the sea, and do business in the great waters, and see God’s wonders in the deep,”
they will, in their hearts, implore a blessing on the heads of those who have placed
the means within their reach, of supplying, in an honourable way, their own and
their family’s wants. Amen.”

This Sermon adapted to a special occasion, does not of course afford
a fair specimen of the usual style of our esteemed friend, the guthor,
who, like Paul, preaches Christ crucified. A pious contemplator of
nature, however, will find much here fitted to awaken devout and holy
admiration of him who made the heaven and earth, and the sea and the
fcuntains of waters. Having remarked that those who go down to the
sea in ships see a display,—1st, of the Divine Immensity and Majesty ;
2nd, of the Divine Power ; 3rd, of the }ivine Wisdom, and 4th, of the
Divine Goodness, Dr. J. adds:

«But there is one form of the Divine goodness which the sea does not teach. It
does not tell-us of that brightest and best display of the Divine beneficence,—ihe
method of RECcoNOmING sInNERS to Himself, and saving them from perdifion. On
this all important subject, the sea, with all its wonders, and nature, through all her
v7orks are dumb. It is to the Seriptures we must turn for an answer fo the ques-
tion, How shall sinful man be pardoned, and accepted by a holy and just God#
And their answer is, *“ God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotien
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him might not perish but have everlasting life.”
% God is in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing unto men their
trespasses; for He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might
be made for righteousness of God in Him.” Such is the epitome-of the Divine
goodness, as revealed in the Word of Gad. What a marvellous display ? God gave
His Son, His only begotten Son. Divinity became incarnate. He was made of a
woman, made under the Law : He who was God-man lived in our world, & boy in
Neazareth—increased in wisdom and stature there amidst its population, yet mar-
vellously apert from all. When He entered upon His work of public teaching,
He travelled from place to place preaching the doctrine of the kingdem,—work-
ing miracles in attestation o? His truﬂ;,—l}ealing all manner of disease, and.mani-~
festing the deepest sympathy in the sufferings and sorrows of men. He lived among
men,—moved among men,—walked the streets of Jerusalem,— went up with the

eople to worship at the Temple,—and men looked npon His conntenance, and
into His eyes, and saw one just like other men: and yet bow different! That Man
was also the Lord God Almighty, the Creator, and Preserver, and Ruler of that
very world in which he lived, and suffered hunger,—in which he walked, and was
wearied with His journey. This wonderful One—God manifested in flesh~was the
sinner’s substitute. . He obeyed for us. He died for us. Iu the garden of Geth-
semane He groaned, and was in an agony, and gave Himself up to the powers of
hell, which were permitted to display on Him their deadliest hate. On the cross

"% IPhe Sermon was presched in March, 1858.
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He endured the Divine indignation against sin,—suffered its genalty,—exhausted
its curse,—* made His soul an offering for sin,~—was wounded for our transgres-
sions, bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upoz Him, and
by His stripes we are healed.” ¢ He bore our sins in His own body on the tree.”

us, He made atonement for sin,—as the Lamb of God He bore,—and in bearing
bore away,~-the sin of the world. Onthe ground of this atonement, a full an
free salvation is offered to men, to each individual man, to the chief of sinners,
How marvellous this display of Divine goodness. “God is love, and God hath ma-
nifested His love towards us, in that He sent His Son that we might live through
Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and gave His
only begotten Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

)

Tee Lnvirs of Rerietovs TaoveHT EXAMINED: In Eight Lec.
tures, delivered before the University of Oxford, in the year
MDCCCLVIIL, on the Bampton Foundation. By HENRY
LoxeuEviLLE Mansen, B.D., Reader in Moral and Metaphysical
Philosophy at Magdalen College ; Tutor and late Fellow of St.
Jokn’s College. 12mo, pp. 362. Boston: Gould and Lincoln.
Toronto : James Campbell. 1859.

The Rev. John Bampton, Canon of Salisbury, bequeathed his
lands and estates to the University of Oxford, for the endowment
of eight Divinity Lecture Sermons, on a specified range of subjects,
to be preached annually before the University, by one who has taken,
at least, the degree of M.A. either in Oxford or Cambridge. He
directed also, by his will, that the Lecturer should be appointed by
the Heads of Colleges only, a year before the delivery of the Lec-
tures,—that no individual should be appointed twice,—that thirty
copies of the work should be printed, and one copy given to the
Chancellor, one to the Head of every College and to the Mayor of
Oxford, and that one should be put into the Bodleian Library ; and
provided that not till all this was done, should the revenue of his
estate be paid to the Lecturer. Among the Bampton Lectures,
there are not a few treatises of really great merit, and the volume
of last year is generally, and we believe justly, reckoned one of that
number. "We have a profound reverence for every good beok, how-
ever smell may be the pro{portion of persons qualified to read it.
‘We rejoice in the success of Mr. Mansel’s production, and earnestly
hope that much benefit will result to the cause of genuine religion.
Good books, however, are of many different classes. Some are, and
some are not,. adapted to popular perusal, and it is weQ that books
should be properly classified. There could be few grosser errors
than to recommend the work before us to all our readers. Itis
safe to say that amongst professional men, and even those who are
fairly educated, not one in twenty will derive from it the slightest
advantage, or be able to go through it with tolerable interest. It
relates chiefly to such abstruse subjects as the Philosophy of the
Absolute and the Infinite ; and aims to accomplish an object similar
to that of Butler’s Analogy, but with a special reference to objec-
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tions which have recently sprung up, and which owe their origin mainly
to the speculations of the Germans., The author is ome of the
Editors of the late Sir William Hamilton’s Lectures, and has evi-
dently drunk deep into his philosophy. It says not a little for the
culture of the age, that such & work has had so wide a circulation.
This American edition is from the third which has appeared in
Britain. Let those skilled in metaphysics study the book: let
those who make no such pretensions betake themselves to more
suitable reading.

IR issionary Entelligence.

U. P. MISSIONS TO THE JEWS,

1. Algiers—A Inrge house in a central locality has been obtained, affording ac.
commodation to two missionaries, a school, public meetings, and abook depot. The
last has been opened with akeeper,and a zealons colporteur has for several months
been engaged in circulating Bibles and tracts.

The state of the work among the Jews in Algiers is peculiarly interesting and
hopeful. On the return of the Rev. B. Weiss from Scotlaud in October, he was
agreeably surprised to find a great degree of excitement prevailing, especially
among the young Jews. Firat ten, and then thirty, young Jews called upon him,
stating that their Rabbis refused to explain to them the prophecies of the Old
Testament, and requesting him to do s0, as they were persuaded that their teachers
were afraid to let the truth be known. Extreme violence prevented these young
men attending him, as they wished fo do, in the form of 2 cfass,and made it neces.
sary for them to come in twos and threes as they found opportunity. They listen-
ed with much eagerness to his expositions, and were gartieularly struck with-the
prophecy of Jacob, which says, that the sceptre should not depart from Judah, till
the Shiloh—that is the Messiah—should ¢ome. Bands of Rabbis visited him, armed
with what they regarded as puzzling questions, which ke found no difficulty in an-
swering. The spirit of inquiry spread; and it is said by Mr. Weisg, that he under-
stands there was scarcely a workshop in Algiers, where Jews are employed, in
which the prophecies, and above 211 that of Jacob, were not the theme of discus-
sion. The results of this awakening of the young Jewish mind are yet to be seen
bat it indicates dissatisfaction with their teachers, a willingness to think for them.
selves, and a resolution to throw off the domination by which they have been en-
thralled. So lately as 26th March, eight young Jews called on the missionary, put
to him a number of questions, and when these were satisfactorily answered, one
of them said to the others, “ You see with what fine stories the Rabbis feed us.”

Mr. Weiss preaches on Sabbath forenoon and on Thursday evenings to a small
congregation in French; and he says, in a letter dated 23rd Aprii, that the attend-
ance on these meetings has doubled during the last winter. A remarkable spirit
of inquiry has been awakened. Multitudes engerly read the tracts and pamphlets
that have been circulated, and goodly numbers come from time to time to hear
with astonishment the pure gospel of Christ preached in its simplicity; and seve-
ral of these have joined the mission. The Popish bishop and clergy took the alarm ;
and as the liberal government established in Algiers prevented them from perse-
cuting, they brought an eloguent Jesuit preacher from France, to counteract the in-
fluence of preaching, tracts, and pamphlets, Butthis man over-acted his part,and
helped forward the movement. attempting to refute the charge that the Roman
priesthood are hostile to the possession and reading of the Bible, he said, ** No my,
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friends, this is a calumny ; for I tell you that the.HollIy Bible, even as translated by
the Protestants, is the word of God; peruseit by all means; read it eagerly and
constantly, and follow its doofrines; for it is the best of books, the surest guide,
yen, the light of the Lord.” This was too much for‘the quick-witted French; and
hence the missonary says, that a lady who would not receiveé their tracts, sent for
the colporteur and said to him, that she preferred being led to Protéstantism by
Mr. Weiss rather than by those who commend the Bible in publie, but who,she
knew, buirn and destroy it wherever and whenever they can do so.

The movement among the gfoung Jews, and a regard for the children of the
French congregation, have led Mr. Weiss to open a-day school, which, as yet, is
attended by only nine scholars. He expects that by and by young Jews will come;
There is also an evening school, opened for the benefit of those young men who
are emplo, _d during the day ; and this.class, Jewish lads are beginning to attend,

From 480 to 650 Bibles, New Testaments, and Psalms, 600 pamphlets, and 4000
tracts huve been put into circulation, partly given away, and partly sold. The
Toulouse Tract Sociéty have.given him two grants; and.some of these pamphlets,
the missionary declares, “have been, so to say, swallowed and weil digested ina
very short time.”  May the Lord greatly prosper the active operations of this in-
teresting mission.

. 2. Hamburg, in @ermany.—~We have two agents here; The first, Mr. John
Elvin, is employed as a catechist, circulating tracts, and conversing with Jews as
he:finds opportunity. His reports indicate diligence on his part,.and prejudice,
obstinaey, and unbelief—as well as many ¢refuges of lies”—on the part of the
Jews, The seed bas been sown, and-the hope is cherished that it will yet bear
fruit. The second is the Rev. Isaac Salkinson, who resides in Altona, near Ham-
burg.. He was the means of ingtructing two Jewesses, and preparing them for
baptism ; and he testifies that they are walking in accordance with the truth.
During the year Mr. Salkinson carried through the press his Hebrew translation
of ¢ the Phiiosophy of the Plan of salvation,” a book fitted to have a good effect
upon the minds of intelligent Jews, The translation has been highly approved by.
competent scholars. Mr, Salkinson, after attending the Theological Hall, was, on
the 23rd of November last, ordained by the Presbytery of Glasgow as a missionary
for the Jews, As this ig the first Jew that has been ordained by our church as:a
missionary to the Jews, in connection with the Synod, it is hoped that his lahours
will.be greatly blessed, and that, by the abounding gtace of God, he will yet be
able to goint; to.his converts, and to say, “ You see how many Jews there are who
helieve.”

8. Aleppo,in Syria~The latest intélligencefiom the Rev. R. G. Brown states
that, after having experienced.great inconvenience for want of a suitable house,
he had-obtained one which *contains a-fine roome:sable of receiving & congrega-
tion of 200.” Mr Brown has met with Jews, and addressed them, both in public
and in private. He-basbeen gaining acqudinfance with them; and he intimates
tAhn‘g several young men:seem to be inquiring, one or two hopefully, after the truth.

nd,.

4. Leipsig, in Sazony.—During the course of lasi summer the Rev. Dr. Philip.
removed with his family to Leipsig. ¥t was thonght when he did so that this
would form a suitable field for a mission to.the Jews. A few months’ experience,
however, has shown that there are comparatively few Jows in this place, and that.
the prospects are not such as to make it dutiful to continue & mission there, It
having been found; on correspundence with Dr. Philip, that there is no wnoccupied
field in Germany, where the Jews-are assembled in sufficient numbers, or where,
though numerous, as in Poland-and in Hessia, there is liberty-to- preach to-them,
and- 0o other field being open: where his services could be employed, the Foreign-
Mission Committee were under the-disagreeable necessity of deciding that the con-
pection of Dr. Philip should terminate on the 1st of April last, a year's salary
from that dato-being allowed him~—an-arrangement in which he has acquiesced.

Missions to the Jews are dictated by the finest sympathies of the “Christian’s
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heart. They ave associated with blessed recolleotions; and spring from oblizations.
which all the Gentile followers of Christ must strongly fegl. gBut. i’t‘él_‘,ga t be
denied that no class of missions has a8 yet met with so little success. TheFews,
afraid to look intp the. prophecies of Seripture, and to interpret them in their
plain significance, hayve had recourse to arguments and expedients which, in a great;
many cases, have led to infidelity and scepticism, Careless and. indifferent, en-
grossed by worldly pursuits, and bound together by civil and pecuniary ties, they.
resist:the truth, disown any-one who manifests a desire to listen to the teaching of
the missionary, and cast him out of their society as their fathers did vat.of the
synagogue. Hence it is that most Jewish inquirers act as. did Nicodemus with re-
gard to Jesus—they come to the missionary secretly; and when the truth grows
upon them, they are. alarmed at its power, because they see before them the loss
of friends, of employment, and of worldly support. But the duty of the church
is plain. We are to care for we lost sheep of 5.\06. house of Israel; go after them,
and try to bring them back to the one Shepherd.and the one fold ; and if we should
convert even one, let us rejoice over him as do the angelsin heaven, But consider-
ing the difficulty of the work,-and the many obstacles which prevent those who
are convinced of the truth'from making a public profession of their faith, we be-
speak for the missionaties the patience of'the churck, and especially we implore
on their behalf‘earbest and centinued:prayer, that He who, even when wrath was
ifapending over doomed: Jerusalem; made many thousands be obedient to the faith,
would-remove the- veil of unbelief, and cause light and grace to enter into the
hearts of ‘his covenanted people.~U: P. Missionary Record. -

Zeclesinstical Potices.

.REPORT OF THE U. P. SYNOD'S COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL
. EDUCATION., .
The Committes on-Theological Education, beg respectfully to report-as follows:
The Session 0f the Divinity Hall commeénced on Tuésday, 19th October, Al¥
thé meribers wére.presént. The Rev. the Moderator of Synod occupiedthe-chair.
After singing and reading the Seriptures, pralyllelf was offeved up'b'lg'the‘ Rev. M,
Thornton. An address was givén from the chair. The Rev. Dr. Tayior read bis
Introductory Lecture, The Rev. Mr. Ormiston delivered an address: and the
Rev. Dr. Barns of Knox College, at the request of the chairman, concludéd with
rayer, Fourteen students entered the Hall, viz.: Of the fourth year, Messrs.
illiam Donald, Robert. Hall, Robert Hume, B. A., and William McWillidm,
—Of the thifd year, Messra, James Hanran, George Irving, Jobn Turnbull, and
Jogeph White.—Of" the second year, Messrs, Peter Goodfellow, and Jaines Milligan,
—Of the first year, Messrs. Alexander McNaughtan, Jas. Maleolm, William Thom-
son Murdoch, and William Richardson. Three students who attended the preced-
ing Session, and had not completed their course, were absent from the Hall last
Session; and the Committee Eave learnt that one of them lias connected himself
with another denomination.
The Sub-Committee for Examination have given in the following Report:
«Toronto, 30th Nov., 1858.~The Examiners met,—The Rev. R. H. Thornton in
the. chair,—and proceeded to estimate the Examination Papers given in by the
students. These Ii’a.pemh‘ad been written, as usual, at meetings held for the pur.
pose; when the questions were simultaneounsly proposed. Dr. Taylor stated that
one-of the studeats, on account-of severe domestic affliction, had not been able to
attend all these mectings, but had afterwards written his papers in Dr. Taylor’s
house, all the conditions being observed as strictly as possible. The Examiners,
while deeming it of importance that the regulations should be rigidly adhered, to,
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'ag"re‘ed; in the circumstances stated, to accept of these papera. After careful con-
gideration, it was resolved to arrange the studentsin the following order of merit,
viz. : Of the fourth year, Mri McWilliam, Messrs. Donald and Hume who are
bracketed, Mr. Hall:—Of the'third year, Messrs. Haaran aud Turnball, who are
bracketed, Mr. Whité; Mr. Irving.—Of the second yesr, Mr. Milligan, Mr. Goodw
fltow.—Of the firat year, Mr. Murdoch, Mr, Malcolm, Mr. Richardson, Mr. MecNaugh-
tan. Those bracketed are régarded as so pearly equal, that no attempt i3 made'to
distinguish them. Of the fourteen students, eleven applied-for exhibitions and £10
was awarded to each. The Examiners found a great diversity of merit among the
students. Some exhibited highly commendable attainments, others fell consider-
ably-short ; and though the Evaminers still refrain from taking any step affecting
the standing of any ot the students, they must express their sense of the impor-
tance of respectable proficiency being aimed at, and atlained, by all who mean
to apply for license in our church. .

a (Sigted), “R. H. THORNTON, Chairman.”  *

The Committee beg to say, that, while they entertain no doubt that the examin-
ations were judiciously and faitbfully conducted, and that correct results were,
obtained, it is proper.to be kept-in mind that the attainments of the.students, at
the time of their-admission, differed very widely ; that some students, on account
of constitutional peculiarities, and from habit, fail to do themselves justice under_
examination ; that the range.of subjects for examination is wide, and that -the.
Examiners found their estimate on a consideration of the aggregate whole, so that
students who stand low, may have secquitted themselves creditably in particular
departments, and may, perhaps, proeve. popular and useful preachers, though
certainly it is, in many points of view, exceedingly important that only men of
respectable acquirements should be licensed for the ministry.

‘the balance in favour of the Fund for aiding and encouraging students in
Divinity, at last report, was £125 155, which with interest at six per cent. for ten
months, amounts to £182 1e.; and after deducting £110 paid as oxhibitions, there
remsined £22 1s. The Committee have received from the Congregation:of Madrid
£8 17s. 6d.; of Chatham £4 5s.; of ‘Gould Street, Toronto, £20 ; of Newton £13;
and. of Harwich, additional £1. William Dunbar, Esq., Dunbarton, and Thomas
Sandilands, Esq., Guelph, have each paid the sum of £10, and Mr. Tisdell, Preacher,
hias repaid-the sum of £11 which he had received a8 an exhibition while a student,
in all £73 2s. -6d., making with the £22 1s. formerly mentionéd, a total of
£95 88. 6d. The Committee feel grateful to these contributors, especially to
the individuals who generously give an exhibition annually. They also appreciate
the.honourable feeling of Mr. Tisdell, in repaying his exhibition ; but they do not
regard those who go forward to license as under any obligation to refund. It will
‘be observed that the balance on band, together with the two annual exhibitions
paid by individuals, and calculating on £11 from the Congregation of Paris, is
rather too small to ensble the Committee to give the exhibitions which might
probably be applied for at the commencement of next Session. Tt is for the Synod
to adopt the course which to its wisdom shall seem proper; but the Committee
-deem 1¢ of importance that the students should be made aware whether exhibitions.
may be expected, as on that point, the return of some of them to the Hall may
very likely depend.

There was last year a badance of 19s. 3id. belonging to thé Library. From
that there has been paid 12s. 6d. for the last volume of a set formerly purchased,
leaving a balance of 6s. 113d:

The close of the Session of the Divinity Hall took place on Thursday, 14th April.
There were present of the Committee, the Rev Messrs. Thoruton, Dick, Kennedy,
Tortance, and Dr. Taylor. Mr. Kennedy presided. After singing, Mr. Dick offered
up prayer. Dr. Taylor-read his concluding Lecture. Mr. Thornton delivered-an
address. The Chairman also gave a short address. Mr Torrance led in prayer,
and the meeting was closed with singing and the benediction.

During the Seasion the students were examined in Systematic Divinity, on Dick’s
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Lectures from the 54th fo the 79th, both inclusive. Tn Greek they read critically.
John's Gospel, chapter di. ; and the Epistle to the Hebrews from the beginning fo
chupter x, verse 19th. They read aleo, more cursorily, the whole of the remainin
practical portion of the Epistle In Hebrew they read the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th an
9th chapters of Genesie, and some selected paesagea from other Books, together
with the correspondiog por.ions of the Septungint. In Church History, the sube
jeet of examination was the 11th, 12th, 18th, 14th and 15th centuries in Mosheim’s
work. Each studeut delivered one discourse, and gave in three written exercises
on suhjects prescribed. Dr. Taylor bore -testimony to the good conduct of the
students during tho Session, and the diligence with which, generally, they had
prosecuted their studies. It was mtter of gratitude also that, as in former winter
Sessions, all conneoted with the Hall bad enjoyed excellent heaith, with slight
exceptions,

'I‘l?e Committee are persuaded that all enlightened and earnest members of the
Church, mus: feel deeply interested in the Hall. Its general condition is just
ground for congratulation ; and it is hoped the Synod will be anxious to make
every effort fir its maintenance and improvement. The Church, too, it is hoped,
will not cease to present fervent prayer to God that His blessing may more and
more largely deseand on the institution, and that it may yield a supply of able and .
faithful Ministers, not only to fill the places, which, in, the course of Providence,
become vacant, but also to extend the boundaries of the Church into the regions
beyond, where thers is atill a famine of the word of. the Lord. .

PROCKEDINGS OF U. P. SYNOD—UANADA®

The Synod of tbe United Presbyterian Church in, Canada held its twenty-third
Session in Toronto, commencing on the 18th of June, and closing late on the nighs
of the 17th. The Rev, William Aiitken, of Sruithls Falls, gave a pointed and elubo-
rate discourse from the words in 1 Cor. i. 17, “For Christ sent me not to baptize,
but o preach the gospel; not with wisdom of words, lest the eross of Christ shonid
he made of none effect.” Mr. Aitken proposed to consider:—I. The object of the
Apostie’s Mission, uamely, to preach, the gospel. II The manner in which the
Apostle studied to accomplish that-object, and IIL The practical remarks and in=
ferences suggested by the passage. Under the last head he dwelt, among other
things, on the error of jhose who regarded baptism as possessing a. regencrative
efficacy and assigned a greater importance to it than to the word.—Of those minis-
ters who did not make ¥reparatiou for the Fulgit, their great duty.—Of those
people who were crying almost incessantly for household visits from their pastore,
The discourse was both able and eloquent, and had more of the characteristics of a
Tecture or exposition than of a sermun, but, in our judgment the more deserving of
commendation on this account, After prayer and praige, the benediction was pro-
nounced, the Synod constituted, and the Roll ecalled, when a eonsiderable number
of those reported to the Clerk answered to their names. Mr. Aitken then briefly
addreseed the Synod, thanking them for the honour conferred upon him by electing
him Iast year to the chair of Moderator, for the considerate and courteous treat-
ment accorded him, whichrendered the discharge of his duties comparatively ensy,
stated that the time had now arrived for him to retire from thatseat, and requested
that one should be chosen as his successor. On motion, the Rev. Mr. Ormiston of
Hamilton was unanimously elected, who took the chair and returned thanks,
Some formal business having been transacted, and parties appointed to conduct
devotional exercises at the first sederunt to-morrow, the court adjourned till
Tuesday morning at nine o'clock. 3

It is not our intention to furnish through these pages a report of every thing
that was transacted by the Synod during iis session, nor even to give the motions
and amendments that were proposed to the court and either lust ot carried. Some

* We are indebted for this outline to a member of Synod, We believe it will be f
substauntially, correct.—[ED. . * . °“"7“
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of the matters were ¢ither of local, or temporary, or sniall importance, in these the

public at large cannot be expécted to take much interest, we theréfore purpose to
ass them over with only a.brief allusion, and to give the chief pluce to the sub-
ect of Union with the V’resbyterian Church of Canada.

Part of the tederint on the forenooh of Tuesday was spent, us is custornary, in
devotioual exercises, which were conducted by the Moderator, by Mr. Stevenson,
and Mr, Robertson. Two applications by ministers to be received into connéxivn
with the Church_were next considered, namely, that of Mr. Cleribet, which had
been delayed on iwo.previous oceasions, and that of Mr. Howie. The former iwiis
sefused, on the ground that he only wished to be reccgnized as in ministerial status,
4nd not wishing employment ; the latter was granted. Another application ‘was
brought forward at a subsequent stage of the proceedings in behalf of Mr.‘Shand,
and was referred to a coumittee.  After these matters were disposed of an over-
ture was read, tramsmitted through the Presbytery of Torouto, requesting the

nod to consider the laws at preeent in force, réspecting the admission of Minis-
ters aud Preachers to the status and'privileges of Probationers, to amend these in
some particulars, and to simplify them in others. ‘Dr. Taylor of Torouto and Mr,
Kennedy spoke in favour of the overture, aud on the motion of the former, a Com-
mittee of five was appointed to take tlhie subject into cousideration, and report on
Thursday forencon. Lt was not, however till Friday, that the report could be pe-
ceived, and was to the efféct that all Missionaries eoming through the Board dt
home, and all Licentiates in the Province applying ito have their names placed.on
the Roll within six montbs after being licensed. be admitted at once, and that a
standing committee be appointed to consider other cases of application, that if they
were unanimous the applicant.should be received, and if they were not, that the
case should be referred to the Synod. )

“Dr. William Taylor of Mobtreal brought up the teport ¢f the Committee ou
oion. He read the Articles of the proposed Basis agreed upon by the Joint Com-
fhittee, and whith appeared in our pages inh September ldst, a tabular statement of
thie replies that had been réceived from Copgregations aud Presbyteries, (from
which it appeured that only five Presbyteries gut of ten, and thirty-cight Congre-

sations out of considerably more thun a hundred had reported their views upon the

uestiun to the Committee,) referred to tlie harmony thiit prevailed at their meét-
iogs, and expréssed the hope that this Synod might agree to hive the long pending
Union consummated. Consideration of the repurt was delayed till the forenoon of
‘Wednesday, that members of ‘Court miglit have their mim‘i); prepaied for the dis-
cussion of the subject it involved, and that others interested in it might be present.
When the matter again cafie up, 8 number’of dociments were read, anid the Syndd
resolved itself into a Comihittee of the Whola House, to deliberate upon the Arti-
{lés of the Basis. Several ‘slteratiods were made, and the Basis as adopted will
tie-found on p. 212, . , ,

“Feiw questions have ever‘come ‘before the Synod of the United Presbyterian
Chareh 1n Canada, oceupying 8o much time in their disctssion, as that of Union at
the late Session, All seemed to feel that it was one of the utmost importance,
abd engged in ‘the éoixside'mt{ou of it ‘with deep solemnity and iively interest.
All seemed to be :‘x\vare,}ha; if the matter did nut progress favourably at this
time, it would in all'likelihood be postponed indefinitely, and while there was none
toabandon his principles, or even to congesl them, yet there was an obvious desire
for Union if forbearance should be granted. A ehristian and frank apirit prevailed
tiffoughout, and there was much ground for the persuasion, that in answer to the
pruyers of his people, Christ Was present by his'Spirit, Teading his servants in the
patks of knowledge and counsel. ' .

On Wednesday evening the Synodical missionary meéting was held. ‘Bir.
Yorrance, Convever of the Mission Committce, read the report, giving an abstract
of the proceedings for the yéar, followed by a statistical report. The Rev. Mr.
Logie then delivered an exceedingly interesting address upon the subject, “The
cxefiex influency upon cougregations of missivnary effort,” and the Rev. Mr.
Lawrence on “Howme effort, its necessity in present circumstances.” /Dhis ‘addtess,
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which appeared to be based to a-gret extent upon the.reports above referred to,
was chavacterized ‘by honesty, aud -was peculiarly appropriate. It coutained e
statement which had not a bagis on fact, and. however disagreeable to repeat.if,
yet truth-compels us Lo.say, that looking atthe state of the Synod, the Theuvlogioal
and other Funds, there is much need for efforfi We wish that a copy of the
address.could be ?luced'in the hands of every member and,friend of our church.

On Thureday afternoon the Synod proceeded .o dispose of .the business bropght
up by the Mission Committee in.their report. On one or two points there was,a
congiderable amount of discussion. .Thanks having been. returned to the Com-
mittee,.and especially to the Coavener, on .motion of Mr. Thomtqn,zs,econde'd.by
Mr. Duff they were re appointed. C

A very interesting report was read by the Rev. Mr..Gibson, Convener of .the
Committee on Funds, and the Seif-sustentation of the Church. The report.state..
‘the action taken by the Cummittee for having a missionary sogiety organized.in
.each congregation, and the suceess with. which-their effort was attended. £ )

A report was read by the Rev. Prof. Taylor, from the Committee on Theologieal
Education-which will-be presented in full to.our readers. A.statement was made
of the.amount etill available for granting exhibitious to.students. It was.agreed
that those congregations whichhave-not been -applied.to, to.contribute to this fund,
should have the opportunity of doing so.given them, and that the Committee should
have full power to mnake all necessary arrangements inreference -to.the studies of
the students during the session of the Hall.

On Thursday evening, a deputation ¢ousisting of Dr, Clark of Quebec, and Mr.
Dunean of Perth, of the Presbyterian Church,.and Mr. Marling of the Congrega-
tional Union were introduced, and addressed the Synod, and were responded to by
the Rev. Mr. James of Galt. ' The addresses of ‘the deputies hreathed a fraternal
spirit, and especial inferest was taken in thosé from the Presbyterian Church, on
account of the proposed Union. Thése brethren expressed themselves favourable
to this, and.spuke of the benefit.which would acerue from such a step to the inter-
ests of Protestantis... and Religion in the Brovince. Mr. James was exceedingly
happy in his reply both-to them and Mr, Marling. On Friday forenoun the Ra¥.
Mr. McLeod of Philadelphia was introduced as delegate from the Presbyteridn
Chureh (New School) in the United States, by the Rev. Dr. Taylor of Montreal.
Mr. McLeod gave an historical sketch of the denomination by whom he had ‘been
sent, referred to the doctrines entertained,.to the stand taken on the question-of
Slavery, which.had éaused six Synods of the South to separate from them, and
concluded by expressing a hope that the United Presbytetian Church would send a
deputation to their Assembly at its meeting in June next. 'When this point caine
up in Court it was decided that no deputation be senf, as it might prove ahih-
derance.to Union with the Presbyterian Church. X T

A ease of.appeal by Mr. Thomas J. Scott, Probationer, against the procedure and
decision, of the Presbytery of Durham, was dismissed .as ill:founded, although the
Synod thuught that the Preshytery bad proceeded in somie measure irrégulatly,
and a reference by the Pregbytery of Flamborough forthe decision of Syned-re-
garding an Essay on Inspiration, Written by the said Mr. Scptt as part of trials‘for
ordination, and which was characterized as unsatisfactory, was not entertained, the
Presbytery being instructed to proceed in the matter as they may judge proper. !

Messrs. Skinner and Gibson were appointed a degutation to represent this:Church
at-the Synod of the Free Church this evening, and Mr. Ormiston at the next meét-
ing of the Congregational Union of Canada. :

'he. Hon. Oliver Mowat, Q.G, M.P.P., and Thomas Wardlaw Taylor, Esguite,
Barrister, &c., having intimated their degire to be of service to the Church; and
that they were willing to.act without femuneration, the.Synou cordially and'unani-
‘mously resglved to tender them cordial {hanks for their exceedingly gencrousoffer,
and 10 appoint them legal.advisers, It.is.hoped that congregativns will avail
‘themselves of ‘the gratuitous services of these gentlemen, and have the Deedssof
,,theix]' chgrch property exauiined, that they. may be pu in a satisfuctory state; if'dot
8o already. ’
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A proposal was entertained to raise a sum of money the interest of which should
be paid to Mre. Proudfoot, widow of the late Professor during her lifetime, and at
her decense to be handed over to the Students’ Fund, for the purpose of founding a
scholarship to be called the *Proudfoot Scholarship Fuvd” Messrs. Caven,
Bkinner avd Inglis were appointed a Committee to take charge of the matter.

Tn aceordance with an overture from the Presbytery of Flamborough to celebrate
in a suitable manner, the Tri-centenary of the Reformation in Scotland, a Com-
mittee was appointed to arrange for devotional exercises, and the delivery of
addresses on the evening of Wednesday at the next meeting of Synod, and to co-
operate with any committees that may be appointed by sister churches, for cele-
brating the Tri-centenary in Scotland.

Several memorials upon Temperance were presented. The Syunod agreed to
refer to their decision upon this subject last year. A circular was handed in from
the Chief Superintendent of Education regarding religious instruction and exercises
in schools. fnstead'of entering upon the consideratioun of it, it was referred to the
Committee on Distribution, who are to report next year.

Al business having been disposed of, the Moderator returned thanks for the
kindness he had experiénced from the members, Devotional exercises were then
engaged in, the Rev. Thomas Christie leading in prayer. Having intimated that
the next meeting of Syned would-be held in Hamilton, on the second Tuesday of
June 1860, the Session was closed by pronouncing the apostolic benedietion,

BASI3 OF UNION.

The following is the basisasadopted by the U. P, Synod on the 16th of June :—

1. Of Holy Scripture—That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments,
)l)&ing the inspired Word of God, are the supreme and infallible rule of faith and

e,

1L Of the Subordinate Standards —That the Westminster Confession of Faith,
with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, are received by this Church as her sub-
ordinate standards,

But whereas certain sections of the said Confession of Faith, which treat of the
power or duty of the Civil Magistrate, have been objected to, as teaching princi-
ples adverse both to the right of private judgment in religious matters, and to the
prerogatives which Christ has vested in His Chureb, it is to be understood :—

1. That no interpretation, or reception of these sections is held by this Chureh,
which would interfere with the fullest forbearande as to any differences of opinion
which may prevail on the question of the endowment of the Church by the
State.

2. That no interpretation, or reception of these sections is required by this
Church, which would accord to the State any authority to violate that liberty of
conscience and right of private judgment which are asserted in Chap. xx., Sec, 2,
of the Confession; and in accordance with the statements of which, this Church
holds, that every person ought to be at full liberty to search the Seriptures for
himeelf, and to foﬁovi out what he conscientiously believes to be the teaching of
Beripture, withont let or hindrance.*

8. That no interpretation or reception of these sections is required by this
Church which would admit of any interference on the part of the State with
the spivitual independence of the Church, as et forth in chap. xxx. of the Con-
fession. .

111 Of the Headship of Christ over the Church~That the Lord Jesus Christ is
the only King and Heuad of His Church ; that He has made her free from all exter-
nal or secular authority in the admicistratton of her affairs, and that she is bound

* The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada have added the words:— _rovided
that: no one is-allowed, under pretext of following the dictates of conscience, to interfere
with the peace and good order of society.” The only other alteration made by that Synod
conxists in mtlmatm;‘r, in the most courtcous manner, that they cannot accept of the Note -
appended to Article IV,
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to assert and defend this liberty to the utmost, and ought not to enter into such
eng%ements with any party as would be prejudicial thereto. .

IV, Of the Headship of Christ over the Nations, and the duty of the Civil
Magistrate—That the.Lord Jesus Christ, as Mediator, is invested with universal
sovereignty, aud is therefore King:of nations;. and that all men, in every capacity
aud relation, ave bound to obey His will as revealed in His word ; and particularly,
that the Civil Magistrate (including under that term all who are in any way cou-
oerned in the Legislative or Administrative action of the State,) is bound to
regulate his official procedure as well as.his personal conduet, by the revealed will
of Christ.*

V. Of Church Qovernment—That the system of ?olity exhibited in the “ West-
minster Form of Presbyterial Church Government,” in so far as it declares a plu-
rality of Elders for each congregation, the official equnlity of Presbyters who
minister-in word and doetrine, without any officers in the Church superior to said
PresByters, and the unity of the:Church, in a due subordination of 2 smaller patt
to a larger, and of a larger to-the whole, is the Government of this Church, and is,
in the general features of it therein set forth, believed by this Church to be founded
on, and agreeable to the word of God.

VI. Of Worship.~That the ordinances of worship shall be administered in this
Church as they have hitherto been, by the respective bodies of which it is com-
posed, in a general accoerdance with the directions contained in the Westminster
Directory of Worship.

—t——

LETTER FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT IN SCOTLAND.
Grasgow, June 8, 1859,

Dear Sir,~In my last, I expressed a hope that I should be able to send you
some notices of the United Presbyterian Synod’s proceedings, in time for your June
number. I might have done this, but these proceedings were, with scarcely an
exception, so utterly devoid of general interest that I did not think it worth while
to anticipate the usual despatch. Think of five orsix hundred ministers and eldera
coming to the Scottish metropolis from all parts of the kingdom at an expenso
probably of not less than £1,200 or £1,600, and spending the most important part of
the time available for general Synod business on such questions as “ whether MF.
McGill the Home Secretary should live in Edinburgh or Glasgow,” and “ whether
his salary should be £400 annually, or £300 with an allowaunce for house rent and
taxes!!” Another question connected with the Ecclesiastical status of the Mission
Secretaries was, after some conversation, set aside, to be revived probably at a
future meeting of Synod, with the certainty of exciting such discussions as those
which Dr. Candlish feared in the Free Church, and the fear of which led him to
abandon his project regarding Dr. Bonar, the Convenet of the Colonial Committee.
As a consequence of the Synod’s folly in spending so much time in the considera-
tion of such questivns as I have referred to, there were several matters of great
and general interest which could not be attended to at all. Important reports,
respecting the.examination of candidates for the ministry ; calls to probationers,
&c., which were fitted to raise questions of real interest, and to lead to mensures
promotive of the peace and efficiency of thé denomination, were dismissed at the
Friday evening, or rather Saturday morning, *‘Slaughter of the Innocents”

In the course of the discussion of the propesal to increase the salary of Mr.
Crawford, the sub-Treasurer, an incident took place which caused much pain to
many in the Synod, and awakened, I doubt not, feelings of self-condemnation. I

* Nore.—That tho article having relation to Christ’s Headship over the nations, and the
duty of the Civil Magistrate, has.always been, and is, one of the thmﬁg most surely believed
and most firwaly maintained by the United Presbyterian Chuvch, while, at the same time,
she has constantly and carefully guarded against the practical inference drawn from it by
some, that Christ, as King of Nations, delegates his power to earthly Kiugs—that they are
in any sense his Vicegerents, or that magisterial interference in matters ﬁurely of & religious
nature is a_medium through which Christ exercises the authority with which, as Kingof
Nations, he is invested.
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refer to Mr. James Peddie's announcement, that.up to 1846 he bad receéived-as:
8ynod Trensurer the sum of £20 anoually,—a sum: that did not pay the Olerk he
employed to keep the accounts, and thatsince that tinie his salary, with the trouble
amy responsinility connected: with the'receipt and disbursement of £26.000 a year,
wae-only £60 anoually,~—a sum utterly disproportionate. to: the sacrifice of time
and energy hoe was called to make. Of course a:committee-was dppointed to take

the whole subject of the Treasurership arrangoments into consideration, and I
fondly trust the efforts of that committee ‘will .be .successful in devising such
mesans as'will secure a continaance of Mr. Peddie’s. services, and that.his salary
henceforth will be, if not a decent remuneration, at least & graceful acknowledge-:
nient, and not o groes insult. I need not tell you that Mr, Peddie has, without any
fuss or pretence, done more to benefit the Church by his ealnness; sagacit{r, good.
temper, and legal lore, than lias been done by any layman within her pale.  He
has got his reward in the good he has done and in the respect and gratitude of
raany warmly attached friends,—not in-a large salary assuredly. ¢

In the Free Church Assembly Professor Gibson:bas got what he deserved. The
eodduct of the College Committee in reprimandiug him and declaring the students

“not guilty™ of heresy, though he had condemried them as heretics, has been ap-
proved by a large majority. The Professor indeed talks of thie victory he has
achieved, but a few more such victories will annihilate his power of professorial
good-doing, if that has‘not been done-already. I-see that in addition to the pam-
phlet I sent you, he has published the “ Case,” as prepared for the Asgembly,

Durushomo, atque odio qui posset vincere Regem
Confidens, tumidus, adeo.sermonis amari,
Sisennas, Barros it equis praecurréret albid,

In the report of the Assembly’s procegdings you may possibly see that Dr. Rox-
burgh, Convener of the Home Mission Committes, declined, though earnestly ask-
&d, to give the name of an Agent. whose statemenits hdd excited great interest. X
violate no confidence, when I tell you that the Ageijt, from whose journal the
extracts were given, vas one of the most prominent of Professor Gibson’s sebellious
and ieretical students. '

The Free Cliurch Bretlired have done themselves honour by reeognizing form:
ally Mr. Brownlow North, while the Established Church Assembly have done what
thdy could to disgrace thémselves by putting & stigma upon lay pteaching. The
latter have said, * We nmist put a stopto the irregular prophesying of Eldad snd

Medad,” the formet have suid, ‘ Would Gdd that all the Lord’s peopl¢ were pro-
phets I Tlie great achievement in this line by the U. P. Synod was the admission
of the Rev. Thomas Adam, formerly of Peebles.

. Dr. Robert Lee has been forbidden to rerid his prayera froin a book in the pulpit,
but the congregation of Greyfriars may stand whea they sing, and kneel when
they pray if they shall think fit. As may be imagined, the reverend doctor finds
in the hunbling of his dear friends Drs: Muir and Macfarlane, and their “ tail ” in
the Presbytery of Edinburgh, more thai enough to ¢onsole him under the trial to
which, by the laying aside of his prayer-bopk, hé is subjected. The Kildalton
Presentee has not been * sent to Coventry,” but he has been continired at Kinloch-
Spelvie. The parishioners are rejoiging thit effect Lias been given to their objec-
tiohs, but a © Wee bird™ from Kilmaléolm sings :

113 N g 3 « v " y 343, ”
Obgectioms valid on our st petstione, o positions
Though urged again when No. 3 was sent,

‘Were decemed invalid and impertinent;

We cast off Law, but were bound heel and neck,
In spite of cries and groans, to Parson Leck.

_ Our United Presbyterian brethren here have been coming out very strongly of
late in the way of authorehip. Dr. Eadie, whose brain ana pen are alike injefati.
gable has given us an exposition of the Discourses and Speeches of the Apostle Paul,
a work exhibiting in a remarkable way the results of the Professor’s critical acumen
.aud accurate and varied learning. Mr. Edmond has published “The Children's
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Charter,”'a hook which whets the appetite for some larger and fuller expression
of-its.author's fine genius and his enrnest, truthful, and loving heart. Dr. Jeffiey
has issued, ¢ Voices from Calvary,” full of good thoughts embodied io language
that reminds the reader more of Johnson than of Addison; and Dr. Robertsun hag
published a series of Essays on recent theological speculations, differing considera-
hly in the degree of eluborution with which they have been prepared, but all of
them elegant and scholarly, and some of them very able discussions of “ the presep$
truth.” The memoir of the late Professor Browa willnot be ready befure Octuber.
Dr. Cairns is busy upon it now, By the way, do you knyw that Dr. C. preached
the Annual Sermon of the London Missionary Society this year in Surrey Chapeld
It was worthy of the occasion and of the man. )
I am yours, sincerely, * ok %

[The Britisk Standard, referring to Dr. Cairns' sermon, says:—“In Scoth{nd,
wheie Dr* Cairng is known, he is a'star of the first ‘magnitude. His name is &
power. He is pre-eminently ‘a good minister of Jesus Christ” In the metro-
polis, however, he was all but an entire stranger, and hence he derived but little
or no benefit from his North British repitation. Now, howéver, he is known;
and they who heard him last Wednesday morning will hail with no common plea-
sure ab opportunity of hearing him again; and, if that privilege should never
return, they will for many years to come remember with satisfuction the noble
testimony he bore to the glorious Gospel of the blessed God. His discoursé
was founded on Rom. xv. 14-16 ; while the burden of histheme was ¢ the offering
up of the Gentiles” Nothing could havé been more inteusely missionary-—=
nothing more thoroughly evangelical. It was a model of a misstonary sermon.”
And after mentioning the leading topijcs discussed, it continues :—* Having thug
laid the fuundaiion broad and deep, the preacher proceeded to expatiate with ex-
traordinary vigour on ‘the consequences and results of the success of the great
missionary enterprise, or offering up of the Gentiles’ From this point to the
close, the strain of the discourse was jubilant and maguificent in the extreme,
Thought succeeded thought, and sentence sentence, in rapid succession, all replete
with fire, power, and pathos. It rolled on and on, till it ended with a burst of
péculiar grandeur.”]

U. P, BYNOD (SGOTLAND).

The Synod met in the Synod House, Edinburgh, on the 9th of May. The Rev,
Dr. Peddie, old Moderator, preached from Psalm lxxxv. 6, and the Rey. Dr. Boyd;
Campbleton, was elected to the chair. We shall endeavour to give a brief outline
of the procedure. It was reported that fifteen Ministers had been removed by
death ; that thirteen had demutted their charges, several being in bad health;
several going out as Missionaries, and one appointed as Home Mission Secretary ;
that four Ministere had been inducted to new charges; that twenty-one Preacherg
had been ordained, one as a Missionary to the Jews, and one as'a Missionary tQ
India; and that four new Congregations had been formed. The following were
invited to sit as Corresponding Members: Rev. Dr, F. Monod, Paris; Rev. James
Elimslie, Gignd Caymamas; Rev. H M Waddei, Calabar; Rev. Professor Brum-
melkamp, and Rev. Professor Van Velzen, Holland. A Committee was appointed
to prepave a minute expressive of the Synod’s sense of the loss it had sustained
by the death of the Rev. John Brown, D D. This document ferminated with a
reference to Dr Brown’s Works, which were said to “coustitute the most extensive
and valuab'e contribution to the interpretation of the Sacred Word which has ever
been furnished by any Scotch Divine” A Committee was appointed to mature &
gcheme for celebrating, next year, the Tri-ce tenary of the Refurmation. At the
Annual Synadical Missionary Meeting reports were read by the Home and Foreign.
Secretaries. The Foreign Missions embrace Canada (which alas! still draws a
considerable sum), Jamaica, Trinidad, Calabar, Australin (Victoria and Adelaide),
India and the Mission to the Jews at Algiers, Hamburg and Aleppo. The Synod
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had also allocated £200 to the Religious Missionary Society, £500 to the United
Evangelieal Society in France, and £450 to the Evangelical Society of Geneva.
Irrespective of Cauada and Australia, the Synod has 85 ordained Missionaries
and 66 Catechists, without reckoning the wives of Missiunaries who often render
very valuable service. The total income was £26,686, being several thousands
larger than in any preceding vear. Addresses were delivered by the Rev. Dr. J.
Murray Mitchell, Free Church Missionary, Bombay; Rev. James Elmslie, U. P.
Missionary, Grand Caymamas; Rev. H M. MacGiil, Home Secretary ; Mr. Jobn
Murdoch. Secretary of the Tudia Vernacular Association, and Rev. H. M. Waddell
from Calabar. These addresses were exceedingly eloquent and effective. Tne
Mission Board for the ensuing year was appointed. Some discussion ensued
respecting the salaries of the Secretaries, which were fixed at £400 each. An
Elder said that in appointing Mr. Mec@Gill the Synod had ¢ consulted economy, as
bhis services were caleulated to increase the funds by an amount ten or twenty
times the miserable sum which bad caused the controversy.” The Committee on
the Better Support of the Gospel Ministry gave in their report which was
encouraging; the duties ot the Committee were transferred to the Board of Mis-
sions and the thanks of the Synod given to Mr. Millan, Chsirman of the Committee,
for his vety valuable services, The Synod appomnted a Committee, including the
Home Secretary, to vieit London and enter into arrangements with the Presbytery
of London for carrving out measures to extend evaogelistic labours in the metropo-
lis in conpection with thia church. It was agreed that no new Professor should be
appointed in room of the late Dr. Brown, but that Dr. Lindsay should be traps-
ferred to the Chair of Exegetical Theology, and that the duties hitherto discharged
by bim should be assigned to Dr, Eadie, who should henceforth be designated
Professor of Biblieal Literature. The Debt Liquidating Board reported. The
Trustees of the Ferguson Beguest had offered £38,000, provided the Church would
raise £6,000. The sum of £7,800 had been raised, so that the £3,000 wassecured.
An overture was presenied from the Preshytery of Aberdeen, contemplating the
better superintendence of the Church, and proposing that a bumber of Ministers
should be anoually appointed to visit the Congregations and report to next Synod.
The subject was referred to the consideration of a Committee. Mr. MacGill gave
in the report of the scheme for aged and infirm Ministers. The sumn raised was
£11,264, together with Dr. Brown’s Testimonial Fund, £1,491. During the year,
seventeen Ministers had been admitted as anuuitants, three of whym had died.
The sum disbursed was £700. Several petitions for aid were presented, including
one from Mr. Todd formerly of Stonehaven, latterly of Canada, and the Synod
granted bim £20. The Rev. Thomas Adam, formerly of Peebles, was restored to
his standing 93 a Minister of the Church., It was agreed, on the motion of Mr.
MacGill, that the Home Committee be empowered to enter into correspundence
with Presbyteries respecting itinerancy aud open air Freaching. He spoke of
numerous sermons being preached in Glasgow last year, and attended, in many
¢ases, by two or three thousand persons. On an overture from the Presbytery of
Glasgow, the Syncd directea Ministers to impress on their people the importance
of Sabbath-sanctification. The Presbytery of Glasgow presented an overture on
the subject of Intemperance, and the Synod adopted a sevies of resolutions in-
cluding a recommendation to Ministers on some Sabbath n Decewber to direct
the attentich of their hearers to the subject, and appointing a Committee to pre-
Pare an address for circulation. The Rev. Dr. Juhn McFarlane reported that the

ate Rev. Dr. Beattie and Mrs. Beattie had left the residue of their estate, between
£2,000 and £3,7100 to the Synod for Bursaries to Students. A Committee was
appointed to manage the bequest. Respecting Privy Council Grants for Education,
the Synod adopted the folowmg Resolution: “That the Synod views with deep
concern the baueful consequences of the Privy Council grants for education in
Scotland in the establishment and growth of Popish and Puseyite schools, which
would never have been called into existence, or, where formed, would have been
feeble anw. comnparatively innocusus, had not these Privy Council grant: been
eagerly sought after and largely obtuined by the Established and Free Churches,
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to whose conduct in this matter must be traced the erection and extension in Scot-
land of Popish, Pusuyiteé, and Unitarian schools, and partly or mainly by national
funds. That every constitutional means should be employed by the members of
the Church to procure the abolition of a system, which has grown to gigaatic
dimensions, of fostering sectarian edueation and irreligious error by the Privy
Council Grants.” Various pieces of routine buisiness were transacted, and after
the usunl devotional exercises the Synod adjourned.

DISTRIBUTION OF PROBATIONERS OF THE U. F. CHURCH.

JULY—SEPTEMBER, 15569.

Names. July, 5 Sabbaths. | Aug. 4 Sabbaths. | Sept. & Sabbaths.
Rev. William Clark ...|B.1,2,8; L.4,5| L.1,2; H. 8,4 | H.1,2; 1. 8,4
Rev. William Donald ..|F. 1, 2,8; B.4. 6 L.1,28,4 L.1; G. 2,34
Rev. James Howie ....]G. 1,2; Lk.3,4,5] Lk 1,984 1k. 1,2, 8,4
Rev. Robt. Hume, M.A| W.1,2,8,4,5 W.1,2 8,4 W.1,28,4.
Rev. Donald McLean...| ¥.1,2; D.3,4,5 D.1,¢238,4 C.E. 1,.2,38,4
Rev, Jobn Paterson ....[D.1,2,8; G. 4,5 G.1,2, 8,4 F.1,2,8,4
Rev. William Peattie...|{L.1,2,8; H.4,5| L.1,2,8; B.4 B.1,2.8,4
Rev, John Seott.......[D.1,2; CE.3,4,5] CE. 1,2, 8,4 D.1,238,4
Rev, Wa'ter Scott.....| L.1,2 84,5 L.1,28,4 1.1,28,4
Rev. Daniel Todd .....|] &. 1,2,8,4,6 | F.1,2; B.8, 4 L.,2,8,4

There are 23 vacancies, viz.: London Presbytery, 6; Hnron,' 1; Grey, 5;
Brant, 2; Flamboro, 2; Wellington, 1; Durham, 3; Lanark, 2; Canada East, 1.

Jaues Dicx, Con. Com, .

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH
INDEPENDENOE,

The Committee on Church indepen-

deuce, in presenting their repurt, beg to
state that they have held two meetings
in furtherance of the important work
assigued them, which was. chiefly, the
carrying out of the Resolutions adopted
at last meeting of Synod for securing the
self-sustentation of the Church.
. The minutes of the first of these meet
ings—held Sep. 28, 1858—were publish-
ed in the December No. of the Magazine,
and it will be cnough, therefore, briefly
to recapitulate here what was there fully
detailc(’i.

The address ordered by the Synod was
prepared, and circulated throughout the
Church. A sufficient number of sheets
for the use of Missionary collectors was
at the same time sent to all the congre-
gations and stationa.

All the Presbyteries were reminded of
the Synod’s instructions, under which
the Committee were acting, and respect
fully requested to furnish the convener

with a return of all the Missionary Socie-
ties within their bounds, distinguishing
those which bad been formed since the
publication of the address from those that
had existed previously.

Farther, the attention of the Commit-
iee on Missions was called to the Resolu-
tion of Synod in regard to congregations
requiring aid from the Funds:—As also
to the propriety of publishiog in the Mag-
azioe, a monthly statement of the Treasu-
rer's receipts, together with an annual
one at the close of each financial year.

Your Committee have ‘much pleasure
in reporting the promptitude and cordi-
ality with which these suggestions were
acted on by the Mission Cummittee.

With reference tv the former, the Se-
cretary wrote to the Convener, under date
March 25th :—* Iu aceordance with your
suggestion the Committee have resolved,
and published their resolution in the
Magazine, that after the 1st. Jan., 1859,
no supplement be granted to any con-
gregation that has not a Missionary:So-
ciety organized and in operation.”



218

For the evidence of the latter the
Committee refer to the mouthly state of
the accounts given in the Magazine ever
since it was issued ;—and they have no
doubt that the annual statement also will
be furnished in due course, shewing at a
glance those of the congregations that
are doing their duty, and those that have
neglected it.

With the special view of receiving the
returns requested from Presbyteries, to-
gether with a_ rigest of them by the
Convener to whom they were to be sent
in the interval, another meeting of Com-
mittee was appointed to be held during
the sittings of the present Synod. It
was held on Wednesday, 15th June, but
its design bus, to a great extent, been
thwarted by-the failure of I’resbyteries
to make the returns solicited of them.
Only six have sent any answer to our
repeated communications.®* Though dis-
appointed and discouraged by this. the
Committee have yet prepared a digest of
the Returns that have been sent in;—
and: while, from its being so partial, it
affords no very accurate gauge of the
present Missionary power of the Church,
or of the accussion that bas been made to
it during the past year, it will yet give
some indication of what the Committee
aimed at, and shew that their laboars
have not been altugether in vain—jyea,
that within the limits of which their
reports enable them to speak, a measure
of success, greater than might have been
expected at such a time, has attended
them,

The six Presbyteries from which com-
musicativns have been received, are
those of Torunto, London, Brant, Wel-
lington, Huron, and Grey.

That from Torento is altogether gene-
ral, and furnishes no informativn either
as to the sumber of Missionary Societies
existing in theyPresbytery, or as to the
period of their formation. This reduces
the actusl returns sent in to the Commit-
tee to flve, being exnctly one half of the
Presbyteries in the Church.

The return from the Presbytery of
Tondon sets out by statiag, that though

® After this Report had heen presented to
the Synod, verbal explanations and state-
ments were made in behalf of the other four
Presoyteries ; -and of these, an abstract, as
prepared snd certifled by their clerks respec-
g:elyl:éx. by order of Synod, appended to this
po
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such vigarous action bad not been taken
on the sugrestions of the Committee, as
might be deemed desirable, the schema
was yet aradually but surely working its
way within their bounds. It then gives
a list of 19 congregations, of which 9 are
reported as having Missionery Societies
in operation, § as having not yet formed
them, and 6§ as vacant. Of the 9 Mis-
sionary Societies, 5 had been organized
previously, while the remaining 4 have
been formed during the course of the past
Fear.

Of 6 Congregations reported by the
Presbytery of Brant, 1 had a Missionary
Society in operation previously. In 2,8
Missionary Society has been formed last
year; and in other 2, Missionary Sacie-
ties were about to be formed at the time
the return was sent in.

Wellington Presbytery reports 5 Con-
gregations, and of these, 4 have Mission-
ary Societies—the 51h only having none.
Of these 4 Missionary Societies, 2 existed
previously ; and of the other two, one
has been originatéd, and the other resus-
citated in the course of the past year.

Huron Presbytery reports 8 Congre-
gations, and in 4 of these there are Mis-
sionary Societies, and in 4 there are none.
The last 4, however, are stated to be
purely Missionary fields, yet sustaining
themscvlves without help. Of the 4 Mis-
sionary Societies in this Presbytery, only
1 existed previously, while 2 have been
oviginated, and a third has been resusei-
tated in the course of the past year.

The Presbytery of Grey reports 9 Con-
gregations; and in them all, except one,
2 Missionary Society has been formed.
Of these Sucieties, 8 existed previously
to the iasuing of your Committec’s Ad-
dress; the other 5 have been organized
sinee.

It thus appears that, since last meet-
ing of Synod, the Missionary Socictiesin
the Presbytery of London have been
very nearly doubled. In the Presbytery
of Wellingtons they have been exuctly
doubled. In Huron Presbytery they
have been trebled: and in Grey they
have been very pearly so; while in Brani
they have been increased five-fold.

More generally the results arrived at
may be stated thus:—Tn § Presbyteries,
repurting 47 Congregations, there are 30
Missionary Societies; and of these 80
Socicties, 18, or very mnearly two-
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thirds, bave’ either been organized for
the first time, or re orgauized, after hav
ing beecume defunct, in the course of last
year. In these 5 Presbyteries, compris-

ing 47 Congregatiung reported, there|
were, at last meeting of Synod, orly 12}

Missionary Sucieties ;. while at this meet-
ing there are 30 ; ¢, e, in half the Pres-
byteries of our Church, and these com-
prising by far the larger half of our
Congregations, the Missionary Societies
have, during the past year, been doubled,
and a lalf more.

This .is both a gratifying and an en-
couraging result of the year’s work ; and
had. all the Presbyteries and Congrega-
tions of the Chureh put their hands to it,
as some have dope, it might have been
much moreso. Asitis, your Committee
find abundant reason to thank God and
take courage. The ‘I'teusurer’s receipts,
as reported in the Magazine, furnish
practical pioof-of the enlarged liberality
of our Church ; and if so marked an 1m.
provement has taken plice in a single
year, aud that a year of almost unexam-
pled hardship, what may not be expected
in better times; if the scheme be firmly
adhered to, generally adopted, and per-
geveringly wrought? But this, your
Committee are fully convineed, is indis-
pensable to its success. It is not to be
expected that somesections of the Church
will coutivue to exert and deny them-
selves in workiuz out the scheme, while
other sections. older, more settled, and in
every way abler, set it aside as imprac.
ticable or inexpedient. Your Commit-
tee, thercfure, cannut conclude their re-
port withuut recommending the Synod
to re-issue, to all thuse Presbyteries that
have not yet carried them into effect,
the ipstructions formerly given, and to
adopt whatever means may be necessary
tosecure obedience to them. Uniformity
of system, and universality of action,
your Committee consider essential to the
workiug out of the independence of the
Churcl . and from the trial already made
of the cheme developed in the address,
they feel confiient that, if generally
adupted, it will be found suficient to
secure, and that in a very shurt time,
a “consummation 85 devoutly to be

wished.”
JAMES GIBSON,
Convener.
Toronto, 18th June, 1859.
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‘Reports from the four Presbyteries not,
iucluded in the foreguing, because not
given in to the Comuittee till ofter
their Report had been presented to the
Synod.

From the Presbytery of Lanark..—
“*That peculiar circumstances rendered
a return from it impracticable. The
Congregation of Smith’s Falls-has virtu-
ally acted on the recommendations of the

.Committee, and it is believed that the

other Congregations of the Presbytery
would likewize have done so but for their
vaeant condition.”
(Signed,) WILLIAM AITKEN,
Clerk.

From the Presbutery of Flamborough :
—* That there is a Missionary Society
in each oy the following Congregations,
viz.: Flamborough West, Caledonia, In-
diana, Oneida, West Dumfries, Chippa-
wa, Grow:and, and Hamilton—all formed
many years ago, except Crowland. formed
last year. The Congregations of Beverly,
Ancaster Village, Ancaster East. and
Ancaster West have po Sucieties, but
contribute annually to the Mission Fund
nevertheless  Presbytery has raceived
ne reports from the Congregations of
Thorold, St. George, and Dundas.”

(Signed,) JOHN PORTEOUS,P. C.

From the Presbytery of Durham :—
“That all the settled Cougregations
have Missionary Societies, or sume organ-
ization for raising, annually, Mission
Fuuds ; that the Presbytery also- holds,
annually, Missionary meetlings in all
their Congregations and stations, apd
has dove so for many years. The
Presbytery unanimously desired to carry
out the views of the Committee as much
as possible. Several of the Congrega-
tious have long since resolved themselves
into a Missionary Association.”

(Signed,) R. H. THORNTON,

Clerk.

From the Presbytery of Canada Fasi :
—“The Clerk of the Presbytery of Ca-
nada Bast,” (Dr. Taylor, Montreal,) * re-
ports that the reason why no specifie

‘returns have been made Ly that Presby-

tery, i3, that unly one meeting has been
held sinee the address was received,
and then there was not time. But it
has produced already a most marked
effect throughout the bounds of the Pres-

bytery. Inthe Congregation of Montreal
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there has been a Missionary Society for
25 yvears; but it has been greatly stirred
up by the address, and has adopted the

anof collecting quarterly. In Hunting-
gon there has long been a Missionary
Society, which i3 proceeding with new
vigor. In Madrid there has long been
a very active and zeslous Missionary
Society. The other two Congregations
have been long vacent, though one of
them has now obtained the services of &
stated Pustor. The address, with its
spirit-stiting appeals, has produced a
most decided and beneficial effect within
the bounds of the Presbytery—so much
so that, in some Congregations, the Mis-
sionary income is likely to be doubled'in
the course of the current year.”

—

FUND FOR AIDING AND ENCOURAGING
STUDENTS OF DIVINITY.

For this Fund we have received, from
the Congregation of Newton, £13; of
Gould Street, Toronto, £20; and of Har-
wich, additional, £1.—It will be seen
that the Syunod have recommended the
Coungregations that have not yet contri-
buted, to do so. We hope we shall soon
receive the small sum that is needed for

GLEANINGS.

enahling the Committee on.Theological

.Edueation to give such Exhibitiuns ag

may be applied for at the beginning of
next gession of the Divinity Hall, The
object is exceedingly important.

U. P, MISSION OOMMITTEE.

The Committee on Missions are fo
meet on Tuesday, the 12th of July, in
Flamborough, at four o’clock, r.u.

All parties having claims against the
Mission Fund, whether Probationers or
Congregations, are requested to hand
them in to the Conveper, the Rev. R.
Torrance, Guelph, before that date.

Probationers are reminded that their
half-year closes with the 30th of June.

Presbytery Clerks will please forward
Probationers’ Reports of libours, that
they may be considered at the same
time with their “ General Statement.”

R. TorraNOE, Convr. Miss. Com.

SOUTHAMPTON.

We understand that Mr. William Don-
ald, a Caoadian Student, lately licensed
as a Probationer, has been called by the
U. P. Congregation here to be their
Pastor.

'@leauiugﬁ.

RECEPTION OF MR. BROWKLOW NORTH, BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE ORURCH.
The fullowing overture signed by a number of members of the Church was pre-
sented to the Assembly, and unanimously adopted :—
¢ Whereas Mr. Browulow North, graduate of Magdalene Hall, Oxfurd, bas by his

evangelistic Inbuurs during the last three years become well known to many mi-
nisters, Professurs of Theology, elders, and members of this Church; has gained a
high place in their esteem by his zeal for the glory of God, desire for the salvation
of svuls, and svundness iv the faith that is in Christ Jesus; and appears to have
received many sea's to his work from the Lord of the harvest, in the awakening
of sinners nn\iy the quickening of saints; and wheieas it might increase his useful-
ness, be a fit testimony to the value atiached to his self-denying lavours, and ad-
vance the eause of Christ in the land, if Mr, North were to reecive the formal
sauction of this Church to his evangelistic work ; and whereas, further, it is known
that such suuction would be aceepiable to Mr. North, it is therefore humbly over-
tured to the Venernble the General Assembly of the Free Church of Seutland, by
the undersigusd members, that the General Assembly tnke these premises into
consideratiun, appuiut a committee to converse with Mr. Nerth, and. if they shall
report themselves satisfied of the soundness of his views on the great essential
truths of salvation, that the Assembly do welcome him as an evangelist. who mnay
be freely asked by the miuisters of this Church to preach to their cungregations,
and on whosg labours they pray that the blessing of the Lord may sabundantly
rest.
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A Committee was appointed, which presented the following report :~—* The Com-
mittee appointed by the.Generyl Assembly to confer with Mr. Brownlsw North
report, that they have, as instructed, met with him, and heard from him a cleat and
detailed account of his views on the great essential truths of salvation, as well as 2
narrative of the way in which he was led to engage at first in evangelistie work,
and of the steps of his subsequent progress therein. The Committee have great
pleasure in veportiog to the General Assembly their entire satisfaction with Mr.
North’s statements on both heads, and their persuasion that he has been, inn
remarkable way, conducted into his present course by the hand of God, as well as
that he has been much countenanced in his work, They therefore earnestly recom-
mend to the General Assembly to welcome Mr. North as a friend of the Saviour,
whom He has eminently qualified for addressing his fellow-sinners on the things
which belong to their everlasting peace, and through whom, by the grace of the
Holy Spirit, much spiritual benefic mng be expected to come on the flocks whose
ministers may invite him to preach to them the word of the great salvation.”
After some remarks by. members, the Moderator said :— Mr. North, I bave
grent pleasure and heartfelt satisfaction in announcing to you that I have been
called, by the unanimons decision of this House, to welcome you asa servant of
Jesus Christ who has received unusual gifts for preaching the glad tidings of great
joy, and whose work in this department the Lord has greatly honoured, The
General Assembly has come to this decision, I believe, on full knowledge, and on
great consideration. I concur heartily in the grounds on which this judgment has
been adopted. It is proper, in the way of explanation, for me to say that I have
adopted the resolution of declining to take any active part in promoting cases of
deviation from our ordinary rules in regard to the licensing of probationers. I
think that a prudent step in my circumstances, and I have resolved to act upon it
as a general prudeutial resolation. But although I thought it prudent in my cir-
cumstances to adupt such a resolution, it did not arise in the least from any jealousy
as to the perfect warrantableness and expediency of occasional deviations from
our ordinary arrangements. I have had a strong and growing conviction that the
Chureh oughbt to make provision for occasionally deviating from her ordinary ar-
rangements. 1 never could see the warrantableness of any Church of Christ, how-
ever deeply impressed with its importance in ordinary circumstances, veoturing to
lay down as aresolution that she would not see, and would not recognise gifts for
preaching or for the ministry, except in men who had gone through the whole of
the ordinary curriculum. No Church has a right to lay down that rule. This
Church has oot laid down that rule, and I tiust never will. The Church must lay
herself open to consider exceptional cases, mark God’s hand, and make a fair use
and applicativn of what he has been doing. Everybody admits this in theory, and
I have sometimes thought there was too much of unwillingness to apply it; and I
must say I bave been of late very desirous to see two or three very good cases of
exception of that kind—unot only because I would Iike to see the Church practically
recognising the principles to which I bave referred, but for this additional renson,
that I have a strong impression that in the actual position of the Church we shall
find considerable difficulty in keeping up ahigh standard in regard to the mass of
our students,.uuless we have an open way for occasional exceptions. I believe if
we leas e such au opening, it will be of far more importance in enabling us to
maintain a high standard aund full compliance with our strict regulations in regard
to nineteen-twentieths of our students, than by attempting to carry out the same
rule to the whole twenty-twentieths, and thereby rubning the risk of lowering the
standard of the whole body, and losing besides, the beuefit of the exceptions. I
have great pleasure in saying that, although I have not heard Mr. North preach.
ing, yet Iam thoroughly satisfied, on the testimony of mwst’ competent judges,
that the Lord bas given him great gifts fur this work. And I cannot but regard the
very strong feelings called forth by Mr. North's preaching in the hearts of many
-of uur best men—of the men most desirous to prumote the work of the holy minis-
try among us—I cannot but regard, further, that very cordial and almost unani-
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mous resolution of this General Assembly, comé-to under pééuliar circumstanges,
and T dare say, in manv cases, against strong prévious impiessions—I cannot but
regard these dircu.nstances a8 making ot a clear and strong case, and makiug out
a full warrant for my ownmind to be very cordial in carryiag out the duty imposed
upon mé by the Geuneral Assembly 1 have verygreat pleasure Me, Nurth, in
tendering to you the right hand of fellowship and in welcoming you as a servant
of the Lord Jvsus Christ, and-as highly honoured by your Master. And perhaps
you will allow me to say that your position, Mr. North, is a somewhat puculiar
one,—that while you have many eminent gifts, there are, of course, difficultiesand
temptations to which, in your position, you are exposed. I havenv doubt you
will feel.that you stand deeply in need of wisdom, and guidance, and discretion ;
and I have no doubt you will feel that, in all the encouragement you ‘have had,
you have cause to wait upon God, and walk humbly with him; and have great
Pleasure in tendering you the right hand of fellowship, and in weleuming youto
this General Assembly,” ) v '

The Moderator, in concluding his speech, gave Mr, North the Tight hand of
fellowship, amid loud and general applause, which was als6'done'by Rev. Sir Henry
‘Monerieff, Clerk. :

Mr. North, who appeared-to be deeply affected, and spoke with difficulty at-the
sutset of his remarks, then addressed the house as follows:<—The Lord says, * How
can ye believe, that seek the honor that cometh from one another, and seek not the
‘honor that cometh trom God only.” Now, I think that -at this moment I have
recvived an honour such as it was impossible to exceed. I trust and hope that
it is of God that so many of God's people should see'it théir duty to go out of
‘their way and do this very strange thing. To welcome -such a thing as T -am; and
to me to.sit in that seat and to listen to the language that I have ibevn-listening
to—nothing can.exceed the weight of all these things—language cannot express
that which I feel put upon me at this moment. And I.do eainestly request:the
prayers of this Assembly, that what the Moderator so kindly and affectivnately put
me in mind that I require, may be granted tomeé. One-of my own prayers has
“been from the very first day that I found myself claimed for Christ, that [ might
receive marvellous grace, and marvellons grace to bear marvellous grace, I do
oot kuow if you understand this. But I feel that I need marvellous grace to bear
marvellous grace. I r1emember walking with Mr. Dallas three yeurs ago, and
telling him thet that was my prayer. Had God ceased two years ago, when I
was preaching to 200 people in a barn at Elgin, to raise me-higher, Hehad then
g‘oue far beyond anytlniuig that in my wildest dream 1 ever imng:mned or expected.

o find mysélf where I am at this moment, I can only say I trust and beleive it
is the Lords doing, but it is marvellous in-our eyes. But, dear friends, I have
now an opportunity that I shall never forgive myself all my life if I negleét.
And although I bave a great opening to speak about myself. aud to express
much more than I have expressed, yet I would rathier seize the chance, whieh
I may never have again, of such an assembly as that I am now speaking to, of
trying if God will give me the power to say that which will-do good. The time'is
short, and we sheuld do as mu.h as the time ailows. Dr. Can-lish: told me yas-
terday, that I would probably be asked o say a few words, and told me ‘that it
would be on the subject of the religion of the country. I have had an opportuni-
ty of guing over the length and breadth of the country for the lass two vears, see-
ing much of the stute »f the gountiy; and { have come to this conclusion, that al-
though we are, by God’s grace, gathering many prisoners out of the chrins of sin
aud Satan, still it is bnt one of a city dud two of a family, anl that the whole
world ia no better now than in the days of the Apostle, when he said it was lying
in wickedness. Now, dear friends, what a mnss of people are here who can
help, if they have God's Spirit and God's pewer with them, to leaven this putrid
mass of iniquity. But [ have b-en exceedingly struck, in tﬁoing ovetr-the length
and breath of the laud, at the absence, iv thefirst place 6f the geveral use of one
of the greatest machineries for bringing-down the Holy Spirit from heéaven, it
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I may so speak. I say it becausa I believe it, and itis that the Scotch, with all
their morality so-called, and all their outward decency, respectnbility, and Jove of
preaching, are not a praying people. Take the Presbyterian Churches,—I am not
speaking of the Free Church, the Established Church, or any other Church,—take
the Churches of the land, and you find congregations of from 1400 t 1600 on Sab~
baths, and at the prayer meetings on Tuesdays you find thirty, forty, fifty, and
sixty people. Sirs, is there a cduse? The neglect, of prayer proves'to my mind;
that ‘there is a large amount of practical infidelity. If people helieve that theve is
a real, existing personal God, they would ask Him for what they want, and they
wouid get what they ask. But they do not ask, because they do not believe or
expect. to receive. Why do I say this? Because I want to gev Christions to think,
that though preaching is one of the great means appointed by God for the conver-
gion of sinners, yet unless God give the ucresse, Paul may plant and Apullos may
water in vain, Oh, ministers! excuse me,—you gave me this chance of speaking,
—aurge upen your people to come to the praycr-meeting. Oh, Chuistinns | go more
to prayer meetings than you do. X have seen Christians nit at home quietly, and not
go to the prayer meeting; but if it is only for the example you set, it is bad.
And when you.go to the prayer meeting, try and realize more that there is-use in
prayer. Idornotbelieve that there is a more efiective body in the world, or in
Christendom, for the-promotion of true religion than the Presbyterian body. 4
do not believe that there is any system that can be so effective if it were carried
out. But the machinery is not worked. Now, look at the mass of elders-there.are
‘in the Presbyterian Church, But wbat are these elders doing as 8 body? Bless-
ed be God, there are many holy, self-denying, godly men, who seek not their own
‘things, but the things which are Jesus Christ’s, and who gc into the lunes of the
cities and pray, and speak, and try and lead people to church. But do the.elders,
as a body, do that ? How many elders are in Edinburgh? Say that there are a
thousand. If these thousand elders would go forth and try to promote the glory
of Jesus Christ, and.the good of souls, what salt, light, and leaven might they be
to the whole community# But I believe there are elders, it is j ossible there.may
be such in this very Assembly, who know, and God who searcheth their hearts,
‘knows that, from week to week, and, it may be, from-month to month, they never
make a single attempt to do anything for the glory of Jesus Christ. There :is
another point I have seldom or never heard touched upon, but I believe it lies at
‘the very heart’s core of the irreligion of the land and it is this :—In the Church .of
‘England, and in all the Presbyterian Churches of Scotland, and, I deubt not, in.all
other bodies, men are ‘brought up from childhood to say that they are going into
‘the Church—1ren are put to College and educated for the Church,—and men in
England are brought before the Bishops, and in Scotland hefore their Presbyteries
.aud without any fear of being struck dead for committing blasphemy agaiust the
‘Holy Ghost, they.swear in my Church, and state in yours, that they believe.they
give themselves to the minietry out of a desire to promote the sulvation.of the
souls of their fellow-creatures: and they know when they say it they tell a lie, 1
say there are many instances where people know differently ; and if there are
people here who know differently—for even among the twelve disciples there wasa
vdas—it there is one who bas-not in his heart the belief that he has been con-
verted, conceive your position. If it waé a dreadful thing for the rich man to think
of the entrance of his five rich brethren inte hell because he did not care for them,
‘what will the entrance of your congregation into hell be to youd Think of it, It
will come. fiiends. You are mortal men, and if you have not been baptized already
"by the Holy Ghust, when you speak to God, ask Him who searcheth the heart to
give you faith, Shall we not follow the advice that Paul gave to Simon Magus,
and lay ourselves down before God # and who can tell but this.poor man may not
be made the mesns of bringing some man to God this day for the baptism-of the
‘Holy Ghost, and for that fire which will enable him to kindle the dead.around him
and make him the meaus of saviug others, instead of being lost for ever? Now,
is there not to be some test in the Churches—some practical proof of the new birth—
sometking requiring an evidence of fruit before men are sent into the ministry
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more than that they have passed certain examinations, and have an outwardly decent,
respectable, .noral character?  Even suppusing that, numerically, ministers were
to fail by so duing, and there were not sufficicut ministers to supply the churches,
it would set the peop'e to pray for godly miuisters. Brethren, bear with me.

do not presune upon my positivn ; but this i3 an opportunity which no man can
tell if I shall evet have the like again. T asked God this morning to bless me, that
good might be done.  The best of us have been guilty of neglecting Paul’s solemn
charge to Timothy,—* I exhort thee, befure Go.l the Father, and before his Son Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the. quick and the dead, that thou be isstant in season
and out of season.”  There are masses of good men preach’ng the gospel in season-
times, but we need more of out-of-season work,—more of talking to people apart
in private, a8 to the state of their souls. Mr. North concluded, amidst applause, by
thaoking the Assembly for the honvur done him, and expressing his hope thut ke
might never give them any reason to regret it.

* AFRICAN ATROOITIES.

One of our French Protestant missionaries, who had laboured many years among
the Bassutos in South Africa, in an address to Sabbath school children in France,
sp(:;ze of many things in his missionary field. Here are a few of the things he
said :

“We find there are many very cruel practices among the Bassutos. They treat
the women ns slaves, and often drive them away most shamefully from their homes.
Another wicked practice with them'is, that they murder all children who are born
with any natural defect of body, and that, when there are twins, only one is allow-
ed to live. 1If they are a boy and a girl, the girl is killed ; if both are of the same
sex, the weaker one is put to Jeath. Sometimes it happens that a mother dies at
the birth of a child. Among us, in such a case, the poor little orphan is treated
with the greatest care and tenderness ; but these cruel people bury it alive with
its*mother

“In Seuth Africn there bave been many cannibals, I have sought them out
and passed a pight among them ; but this wus after they had given up their hor-
rible manner of life. Still I was constautly seeing holes filled with the remains of
their dreadful feasts. During thetime they used to devour men, a pvor woman,
who had been preserved alive in a war, together with her little child was taken
prisoner by them. They were biought to a village, and there she was received
into one of their houses aod kindly tiented. She thought she had found friends;
but one day, whean she was in the garden, a cannibal cane into the house of her
host, and enid to him; ¢ I will buy your prisoners: my oxen have been taken away
and I feel a strong desire for some flesh to eat” Two or three hundred weight of
maize was asked as the price, and the bargain was concluded. The uuhappy wo-
man, not knowing what had happened, came chee.fully into the house, and then
the barbarian who had hought Ler seized and bound her, and led her away, On
reaching the next village, she was tied to a post, and her child was snatched out
of her arms and murdered before her eyes, for the maa's horrible meal, The
wretched creature, more dead than alive, expected to be killed herself next. But
God did not. permit that, She had heard that, at some distance off, powerful peo-
ple were liviug, and in the night she managed to escape, and to reach the mission
station at Morija, where she was converted, and is still living.

‘“ At our stations, the Lord has already dune great things. Many have been con-
verted, and have given up their frightful practices. Now, tco, among the heathen
natives, the little children are no longer thrown away in a time of war ; thuze who
have bodily deficts are allowed to live, and new born children are uo longer buried
with their dead mothers. For all this we have to thank the Gospel. Through
its influence schools have been built, and the children delight in them. They are
anxious to learn to read, and they know very well that itis God who has saved
them and preserved them in life.”— Yout®'s Dayspring,




