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N the April pumber of the

Presbyterian, refercnce was
4 made to the very unsatisfac-
tory. position of the Chureh,
in reference to statistics from
the different Congregations.

ferred to more than once, yet, as
it is of considerable importance,
and as the Synod will shortly be
held, at which it is to be hoped

some decided step will be taken to enforce
* the collection of information of so much

consequence, we do not believe that it is

superfluous to call attention again to this

topic. It is true that the Agent of the
Church will most probably have & report
on the ‘condition of the various charges

throughout the bounds of the Synod, con- '
taining-fiuch information of an interesting |

and useful character, but this will not
supply the want we bave to complain of.

The more full and complete the feport of .

the Agent is, the greater will be the danger
that the real deficiency will be allowed to
continne. What is wanted, is not s0 much
information collected by dint of enquiries,
and details almost foreed, it may be, from
unwilling informants; as the cheerful com-

iaree with the injunctions of Synod, the
all exposition of the operations, prospects,
plans and position of each Congregation, giv-
en by the office-bearers, fully and fearlessly
pointing out the strength and weakness, the
advance or falling off, the risc or decline of
spiritual life, if that can be obtained, as well
as a bald statement of dollars and cents.
Were the bearts of our office-bearers in the
work, very much information of the highest
importance could be given, which no Agent,
however painstaking, could obtain, each

Congreng]auon baving peculiarities of its
own, only to be learned by an intimate ac-
quaintance with it. It must oot be suppos-
ed for s moment that we either expect or

MAY,

Although the subject has been re-

1
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; spiritual Jife, sudden revivals, or extra.
" ordinary manifestations. As a race, the
Scotch are not given to make a disglay of

t their feelings, or to show the depths of

their-hearts, so that those who view them
' superficially are apt to beliere them to be,
what indoed they have the reputation of
being. cool, plodding, and caleulating, with
little fire and fervour, although possessing

, that sort of doggedness which will lead .
' them to overcome cifficulties which would

. deter others of a less determined character.

i This impression has arisen in a great de-

~gree from their undemonstrative nature,
which teaches them rather to conceal than
' to exhibit their deepest emotions. This
peculiarity would, therefore, lead those who
know them best to distrust stories of sud-
den awakenings which form so large a
staple of reports which aim at giving strik.
ingincidents of wholesale revivals. And this
point of their character bas been well re-
cognized by Sir Walter Scott, in his des-
cription of the pent up emotion of Sgunders
Mucklebackit suddenly burstirg forth when

! all eyes were withdrawn from him, and

when he was left alone afler the dead body
of his drowned son was removed from the
house to the grave. The adherents of our
Church will not, as a rule, be led blind-
fold. They must have no concealments ,
their reason must be convinced, and if cold
and unimpressionable when kept in ignor-
ance of the true position of the object for
which their sympathies are sought to be
enlisted, they enter as enthusiastically into
the execution of a project which meets their
approval, as those whoareled into it by mere
appeals to their feelings. Nay, they do so
with more earnestness, because they do so
on more reasonsble grounds and with mueh.
better sppreciation of the object sought to
be attained. This is what has crowned the

labours of the Committee of the Orphans’

1 and Widows' Fund with such marked suc.

~ desire to have high'y coloured descriptions of | bess, apd to this Dr. Robertzon was in a
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great degree indebted for thc large and
noble contributions which enabled him,
before death cut him off in the midst of his
labours, to see so great a pumber of new
parishes endowed throughout the length
and breadth of Scotland.

If we would see our Church successful
and flourishing, then we must have no con-
cealments. We need not speak of the
necessity of a spiritual life being diffused
throughout the people. It-is of course
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assumption in the report that this new con-
gregation is eatitled to call itself the oldest
Presbyterian congregation in the city,
based upon the fact that it was formed in
great part out of those who had held St.
Gabriel Church, which has now reverted to
its rightful owners, by a compromise which
was come to in order to save vexatious and
protracted law proceedings. That isa point
which nced not be insisted upon. Doubt-
less it pleases them, and does us no hurt,

taken for granted that all our efforts and , but the chief lesson we have to learnis the

all our machinery are to be used for this
end. We are only here talking of outward
means and influences.
session and trustees or managers of cach
congregation are bound to sce that the
people are kept informed of the position of|
at least, the charge to which they belong,
and once a year the Synod should take
steps to have the true position of the
Church at large, all its schemes, and the
funds belonging to them, placed frankly
and clearly before the various congregations,
in such a form as can be casily understood,
even by those who arelittle conversant with
accounts. To enable the Synod to do this
each Presbytery should take order with its
members and insist on the necessary infor-
mation being sent.  Until this is done, little
will be accomplished, the Home Mission
Fund will languish, the French Mission
will die out, Foreign Missions will bea
hopeless impossibility.

A report from the congrezation of Knox
Church, Montreal, has been sent us which
may be taken as a mnodel of what a congre-
gational report ought to be. Itis full,
clear, well arranged, and contains informa-
tion of all the transactions of the ycar.
Beginning with the division of the city
for the Missionary Society, it goes on with
a list of the different regular mectings,
when held and for what purpose; the
names of members of sessiom, trustees and
deacons, and office bearers of the socicties
connccted with the congregation. Then fol-
low the reports-of the Deacons’ Gourt with
Anancial statewent, the Building Fund, the
rcport of the Missionary Socicty with
financial statement and list of enbscribers,
and report of the Sabbath School society,
subdivided into the different objects.taken
up by the members. This system of
publicity has yiclded the results that might
have been looked for: an increase of $672
on the sustentation fund, a largely incressed
attendance, and a growing state of pros-
perity. It is, perhaps, hardly worth notic-
ing, but it provokes a smile at the quict

|
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secret of their success, and of that of every
cougregation which has prospered in any

The minister, | marked degrec. What is true of one is
true of all, and we trust the Synod, which
i 1n no long time will be sitting in delibera-

tion in this city, will give this subject that
carnest, careful and attentive cousideration
which its importance so well deserves.

We regret that we have been unable to
obtain a report of the Missionary mecting
at Lachine. We believe it was a great
suceesss, the collection being the largest,
comparatively, that was taken up within
the bounds of the Presbytery, amounting
to over $26.00.

S a body, the Scotch Epis-

copalians are the creme de
la creme of the ritualists,
and hold themselves to be
the only true Church in
Scotland, the rest of the com-
munity being only heathen
men and publicans.  Uhntil
recently their pretensisas have been care-
fully discountenanced by the Church of
England, but among some of the digni-
tarics of that Church there has lately been
cvidenced an intention of recognizing their
claims and sctting them up as the perse-
cuted Church of Scotland, unjustly deprived
of their rights by wicked Presbyterians.
The following extract will, however, show
that all are not animated by this spirit, the
Dean of Westminster having spoken out
strongly on the subject:— )

In a recent speech in Convocation on the
proposal for a ‘Pao-Apglican” Synod, the
Dean of Westminster, in the course of a loog
srgument agaiost the proposal spoke as fol-
lows: I must confess I was shocked to hear
the way in which he (Canoa Seymour) spoke
of tbe small body of Scottish Episcopalizns, 23
if they were the only Christisns in a hesthen
land. He said they were the oaly represeata-
tives of the Church of Christ in Scotland. I
must demur to this, both oa Christian and on
legal grounds. I capoot bear in this Synod of
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Canterbury that such expressions should be
used respecting one of the most religious and
God-fearing nations on the fuce of the earth,
The Ghurch of Scotland, by the law of this
land, and by the language of this Convocation
is the established Presbyterian Church of Scot-
land. In the 54th canon of Convocation,
which is the only place in our records where
the Church of Scotland is referred to, it is the
¢ Presbyterian Church of Scotland;' and if the
Archbishop of Canterbury were acting accord-
ing to the law of the land, instead of from his
own impulse, and invited the representatives of
the Church of Scotland to this Synod, he would
have to invite thc moderator and representa-
tives of the Presbyterian Assemblies.”

A Member—* The canon alludes to the Scot-
tish bishops.”

The Dean of IWestminster—* The canons
wvere framed in 1603, and at that time there
were uo bishops in Scotland : and Mr. Grubb,
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‘ in his ' Ecclesiastical Histury of Scotland, a pro-
found antiquarian and a stauich Episcopalian,
i has no doubt that the canons referred to the
Presbyterian Church of Scotland.  After the
disruption of the RRe¢formation, hishops were first
introduced into Scotland in 1610, and so care-
ful was even Archbishop Bancroft (1he founder
of the High-Church party in England) in the
matter of the Church of Scotland, that when
Spottiswgode was consecrated Archbishop of
Glasgow, he would not have him re-ordained,
lest he sbould appear to unchburch the Presby-
terians. These remarks are due to the great
and venerable Charch, that sumbers amongst
its ministers names at least as bright as any in
the Episcopalian body of Scotland, or in the
whole range of colonial churches. It is only
due to that Church to say, that the language
" held towards them, and the language implied

in the report, is not the legal language of this
* house or of this Church and nation.”

IT was our melancholy duty, in
our last number, to record the death
of Mr. John Greenshields. The daily
papersof the city, in few but expressive
terms, paid at the time a prowmpt and
just tribute to the worth and excel-
lence of our departed friend. But
in this Journal, in the preparation
and management of which he was
concerned for so many years, and
which is specially devoted to the ser-
vice of the Charch of which he was
a prominent snd influential office-
bearer, it may reasonably be expected
that something more should be said
of the life and character of one who
possessed so many claims to the gen-
cral csteem and respect. Not that
anything like a detailed biographical
sketeh is at all desirable or necessary ;
the incidents in the quict life of a
mercantile man are generally few
and of little interest, except within
the narrow circle of hisown immediate
connexion. It is enough perhaps to
say, that Mr. Greenshields was born
in Glasgow, that he was cducated in
the Grammar School of that city,—
that he came to Canada in 1833, and
commenced in Montreal the busincss,
which, ic partnership with different
members of his family, he continued

IN MEMORIAM.

up to the time of his death. There
can be little difficulty, in stating the
general and just impression of him,
as a merchant.  le conducted busi-
ness with perhaps extra caution,—
with regular and close attention,—
with inflexible integrity in all his’
transactions,—with much leniency
to those, who, through misfortune or
otherwise, had failed in their engage-
ments to him,—and with that uni-
formly kind and genial temper, which
as a contemporary has aiready said,
made friends of all who had dealings
with him; and the result was a mea-
sure of success, satisfactory to onc
not afflicted with any undue passion
for the acquisition of wealth,—not
disposed to set an overweening value
on the possession of it, and who was
liberal, far above the common stand-
ard, in parting with it, for charitable
and Christian parposcs. We confess
the satisfaction with which we record
his close attention to business, and
the fair measure of success which at-
tended it For it is when we follow
him out of the line of private and
personal business, that his life sug-
gests the lesson, and sets the exaniple,
how much may be done, even amidst

the Iabours and anxictics of an extea-
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sive mercantile connection, in the
walks both of cowmon znd Christian
benevolence ; and the lesson would be
marred and the example despoiled of
its due weight and influence, if there
could be made to appear any incon-
sistency between the prudent and
successful prosecution of business, and
active and sustained exertion, prompt-
ed only by Christian principle, and a
kind heart.

Mr. Greenshields was ouly nineteen
years of age, when he came to Mon-
treal, but he early cstablished a char-
acter which won him respect and con-
fidence, and no better proof can be
given, how much his sound judgincnt,
his perfect uprightness, and his bene-
volent disposition came to be appre-
ciated, than the frequency with which
Lie was solicited to undertake the res-
pousible and ofter: troublesome and
thankless officc of cxecutor. The
writer of this article has no special
information of the ecxtent of his
labours in this way, but he car
himself reckon up at least ten
familics, who have rcason to hold his
memory in honourable and grateful
remembrance for the close and labori-
ous attention, which, in this charac-
ter, he paid, aud paid gratuitously, to
their interests, aud for the unvarying
kindness and courtesy which they ex-
perienced in all their intercourse with
him.

From tke time of his arrival in
Montreal, he attended St. Paul's
Church, under the minisiry of the late
Rev. Dr. Black, for whom he had a
great regard, and whosc only daughter,
he subsequently married.  From the
first he identificd himself with the
interests of the congregation, devoting
much time to the management of its
finances. Under the ministry of Dr.
M'Gill, which he highly valved, and
by which he, und many, were greatly
profited, he took increased iaterest
both ia the progress of the Church
over the Province and in the cha-
ritable and Christian institutions of
the city. In respect of these, many
are content to give their money, who
grudge or withhold their time.  But
he gave both, and the full advantage
of his excellent judgment and cordial

co-operation.  For many years he

was a paipstaking and successful

collector for the Bible Society. He

took a lively interest in the Orphan

Asylum, and the House of' Refuge;

and while President of St. Andrew’s

Society, in “the Home" for the poor,
and destitute of his countrymen ; and
no one could often visit his office in
St. Sacrament Street, without observ-
ing how numerous were the claims,
and to which he patiently listened, on

his kindliness and charity.

But it was for the Church he
laboured with unremitting zeal and
assiduity. In 1854 he was ordained
an clder of St. Paul's Church, and the
members of that congregation will
readily testify to the warm and genuine
interest which he took in all that con-
cerned cither their tamporal or spiri-
tual well-being. His concern, how-
cver, was not limited, as is too often
the case, to the congregation of which
he was a member and an office-bearer.
I1c was warmly attached to the Churck:
of Scotlund, and little tolerant of those
who left it for a communion supposed
to rank higher in fashionable society.
e longed for its cxtension over the
Province—for an increase in the num-
ber of its ministers—for their more
comfortable maintenance—for their
greater respectability and usefulness.
He was cminently the micisters’
friecnd—to them kind, hospitable and
gencrous—ready to leave hisofficc and
his business to guide the modest Pres-
byter from the backwoeds, to the
wealthy of his fellow-citizens and fel-
low-churchmen, and to solicit their aid
for church, or manse, as the case
might be. After the uohappy seces-
sion from ihie Church in 1844, he be
came an uctive muinber of the Lay
Association, then formed for the as-
sistance of ministers and weak congre-
gations, and out of his connection with
that body sprung the interest, which,
amidst inany difficultics and dis-
couragements, and to the last day of
his life, he took in this publication.
Subsequent to the death of his much-
valued friend, Mr. Ramsay, he acted
as treasurer and sceretary of the Mia-
isters' Widows and Orphans’ Fund.
For a course of years he represented
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the Session of St. Paul'sin the Synod,
where he displayed much talent for
the management of business, and in
the deliberations of which, his excel-
lent sense and Christian temper en-
abled him to exercise a powerful and
beneficial influence. He was, from its
first formation, a member of the Tempo-
ralities’ Board, and took an active part
in carrying out its plans, for the cudow-
ment aud better support of winisters.
In 1861 he was onc of a deputation
who visited an cxtensive district of
the country to plead the cause before a
large number of congregations. How
heartily he entered into the work—
how cheerful his happy humour made a
winter journey of unusual severity—
how persuasively 2and even cloquently
he addressed the various bodies that
assembled to m.et the deputation,
many may remember—none with
more lively and loving associations and
recollections than the companion who
now grieves over his departure, while
he records his many virtues, and his
many services to the Church. Nor is
it to be supposed that it was a blind,
national prejudice which attached him
to the Church, and made him zealous
in its cause. 1is was an intellizent
attachment to the church, founded on
his firm belief in the seriptural au-
thority of its order, in the soundness
of its doctrincs, and the cminent ser-
vices, which it had been hoboured to
render.  Therefore he sought its
*prosperity, and desired that it should
grow inzeal, in spirituality, and in the
successful prosccutior of all the great
objects for which the Christian Charch
isconstituted. Yet, while thus regard-
ing the Church of his fathers, his
' Christian sympathies were in no wise
limited to his own communion. He
rejoiced in good done, by whomsoever
done. Ia particular, he was favour-
able to a union among Presbyterians,
believing them to be scparated only
by tempers, which it would be well
to have eradicated, and which a deeper
sense of duty to the Great Head of the
Church would entirely dissipateand do
away.
Thus far we have spoken of Mr.
Greenshields as he was known to the
general public—to the members espe-

cially and ministers of the Church of
Scotland in this Province. Butitis
only for those who had the privilege
to be admitted to friendly and fami-
liar intimacy with him in the privac
of his own house, to understand fully
the excellence of his character and
the genuine tenderness and nobleness
of his nature. The delicacy that
rightly veils domestic life might be
wounded cven by a mention of the
unbroken love and harmony, the
thoughtful and confiding kinduess,
which prevailed in that now bereaved
and afflicted household. But it is
allowable to speak,—it wouid be un-
pardonable to be silent,—of the over-
flowing kindness of its departed mas-
ter, of his quiet Secottish humour,
rendered more piquant both by his
keen scnse of the national peculiari-
ties, and by a certain slight formality
of munner, which, half natural and
half put on, attached to himself; his
fricndly countenance to the young—
his almost filial deference to age and
character—the simplicity and purity
of his tastes—the warmth of his friend-
ship—the evenness of his temper—
the charity of his judgments—the
kindness that mingied even with cen-
sure—and at the root of the whole,
his deep and genuine sense of religion,
unattended in him either with the
ascetic spirit or the too loud pro-
fession, which, in the case of some
even true men, causes their good to be
cevil spoken of. 1is profession was
wisely zct far below his practice, as it
were well the profession of all should
It might reasonably have been cx-
pected that a long course of usefulness
here was still before him ; but since
it hath pleased the All-wise Disposer
of cvents to order it otherwise, it is
comfortable to think that in his pro-
tracted illaess he suffered but litle
paip, and that he was paticnt and
even cheerful throughout it all; sub-
mitting without a2 murmur to the will
of God, sustained by the faith of an
Almighty Saviour, and by the hope of
the life everlasting. ¢ Bleised are the
dead who die in the Lord ; yea, saith
the Spirit, “hey rest from their labours,
and their works do follow frem.”
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Lletos of our @hure).

Presps te6ky OF Torosto.~-The quarterly meet-
ing of this commitlce was beld 1n St. Andrew’s
Church, Toronto, on the 10w April, and the
greater part of the following day.

The attendance of members was not so large
as is ysual at the quarterly meetings.

A goud deal of routine business was des-
patched, and arraugemeats made for the em-
ployment of catechists during the incoming
Summer.

A call from the congregation of Elora in fa-
vour of the Rev. Neil MacDougal, Glengarry,
Missionary on the staff of the Colonial Commit-
tee, duly woderated in, was sustained.

A moderation was granted in a call from the
congregation of Darlington, in favour of the
Rev. Arson Spencer, missionary labouring at
present in that charge. ’

Leave was granted to the Rev. Duncan Mor-
rison, (Owen Sound) to collect in the congre-
gations of the Presbytery inaid of the building
of a church in the Township of Derby, provided
the consent be also obtained of each individual
minister within whose congregation Mr. Morri-
son may desire to make his appeal.

Mr. Morrison intimated that he had obtained
an appointment from the Colonial Committec
2o the Parish of St. Luke, Demarara, and ac-
cordingly craved leave to retire from Cobourg,
with the usual certificate, which was granted.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet at Bow-
manville for geueral business on the 8th May,
at eleven o'clock a.m.

Orexing oF St. AxpreEw's Cugren, NorTa
WitLiaxspunez.—Some thirty-five years agoa
few Lutheran and Presbyt:rian families in the
Towaship of Williamsburgh erected a Union
Presbyteriau and Lutheran Church at North
Williamsburgh, on a convenient site, presented
to them by John Cook, Esq., M.P.P,, at that
time for the County of Dundas. Since that
period, untit the change I am about to state
took place, on alternate Sabbaths, orat separate
hours on the sarie Sabbath, both congregations,
under their respective pastors, hacmoniously
worshipped in the same church. Indecd, both
congregations generally attended all the ser-
vices. But, like the patriarch who passed over
Jordan with his staff, en returning had become
two bands, the few fumilies had increased and

the overriling Providence of God—a sub
ject adaptad to the ocecasion, and to the
times in which we live. In the afternoon
the Principal again occupied the pulpit, and
preached a persuasive sermon. The style,
in agreement with the subject, was simple
and attractive. In the evening the Rer. Robert
Dobie, of Osnabruck, delivered an eloquent and
highly finished discourse, on “The Greater
Glory of the Latter House.” This was one of
Mr. Dobie’s happiest efforts.

The cougregation again met on Monday
evening, aud were ably addressed by the Rer.
Mr. Huuton, of the Lutheran Churceb, a favourite
preacher, always preaching to the purpose.

The church was filled at all the dicts, but
cspecially on Sabbath moraing. After all the
benches placed slong the aisles, and every
available seat was occupied, many were obliged
to stand up throughout the service. The church
is & handsome, well-proportioned stoae cdifice,
combining beauty with neatness and simplicity.

Tar St. Gasriet, Cuvrcn, MoNTREAL.—AR
adjourned meeeing of this reorganised congre-~
gation was leld ia the church on the eveaning
of Wednesday, the 10th April, for the purpose
of drafting rules and regulations for perpetua-
ting the trust and conducting the business of
the congregation. A very good code of regu-
lations was adopted, subject to the approval of
the Presbytery of Montreal, and twelve lay
members were clected to manage the temporal
affairs of the congregation.

OrpixaTiox o St. Natriiew's Cucren, Poist
St. Cuanses, MoxTREAL.—On Sabbath, the 1st
April, Mr. James Dixon was ordained to the
eldership in coanection with.the above church.
We are glad to hear that this congregation i3
in an excecdingly healthy and encouraging po-
sition ; large additions both to the membership
and adhcerents have beeo made during the past
year. The present church is altogether too
small, and it is intended to build this spring
an additio. which will accomodate 150 more
hearers.

IspoeTion AT GaiT.— The Presbytery of
Guelph met at Galt on the 28th March, for the

, induction of Rev. Jaines B. Muir, Jate of Lind-

| say, ioto their important charge.

prospered, and the Upion Church.now old and -

uncomfortable, having served its day, must be
relinguished.  Accordingly the Lutheraa con-

gation crected 2 large substantial stone
edifice, which they neatly finished, nod opened
for public worship in December, 1865.

On the 23th May, 1566, the corner stone of a
new Presbyterian Qhurch was laid with Masonic
honours, and this ycar, on Sabbath, 3rd March,
the church was opened for public worship, and
solemnly dedicated to the service of the Most
High, by the Very Reverend Principal Snod-
grass. The sddress of the Principal, replete
with well-sustained argument, and delivered in
A pleasing, impressive manner, was an elaborate
defence of the, agency of the Unseen and
Eieroal in ail the labours and cveats of life—

—tran - —— . .

Having as-
certained that all the preliminary steps bad
been taken, the Presbytery repaired to the
church, when Rev. George McDounsll, of Fer-
gus, preached a practical sermon, to a large
and attentive audience, from I John i. 7—
*The blood of JesusChrist his son cleanseth from
all sin.” After Mr. Muir bad given satisfactory
answers to the questions prescribed in the for-
mula, and had assepted to the act of independ-
ence, he was admitted as pastor to the Church
of Galt, and reccived from the members of
Presbytery the right hand of followship. The
minister was addressed in suitable terms by
Rev. John Jogg, Guelph, and the people by
Rev. James Thom, Woolwich. Mr. Muir, ac-
companicd by Rev. Robert Campbell, of Mon-
treal, was warmly welcomed by his people, as
they retired feom the Church.
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The Congregation held a soiree, in the town
hall, in the evening. Addresses were delivered
by members of Presbytery and by various Min-
isters of the town, on a great variety of topics.
The precentor, Mr. Gellatly, assisted by an
efficient choir, performed several pieces of
sacred music, in 8 manaoer fitted to give the
greatest satisfaction. The large hall was filled
to overflowing by a large audience of gearly
800 persons, a circumstance which augars well
for the future prosperity of the Congregation.

The Reverend J. 3. Macleod, of St. Andrew's
Chburch, East Wiliiams, C.W., preached at
Park Hill, on Sunday, the third ult, in the
forenoon and afternoon, and at Ailsa Craig ia
the evening, to lurge and most atteation au-
diences. He¢ has wiken the Mission at Park
Hill under bis charge, and has intimated that
he will give fifty dollars and a year's free ser-
vices, provided that prompt and active mea-
sures are adopted for the erection of a suitable
place of worsbip for the congregation. He is
making winisterial visitations from house 10
house, and distributing printed circulars, in
which he urges on the friends of Mission to be
unanimous, earnest, zealous, prompt and ener-
getic in promoting its success and prosperity.
He i3 everywhere most kindly received, and
greatly encouraged to persevere in his object,
by very liberal donations in material and money,
from several Christian friends who approve of
his plaas, and are anxious to seccond his efforts.
it is to be hoped that his labours in a cause
which is trely deserving of support, will be
crowned with complete success.

AxNpaL Soctan MgeTing oF ST. MATTHEW'S
Cuurcn, Porst Sr. Cuanres.—The above meet-
ing took place on Friday evening, the 4th of
April.  Notwitbstanding the stormy evening,
the attendance was excellent, the church being
well filled. The meeting was presided over by
the minister, Rev. Joshua Fraser, who, in the
course of his opening remarks reviewed the
state of the congregation since the last annual
meeting, from which it appears that the mem-
bership has very largely increused, numbering
now over 130. The revenue is fully in excess
of the current expenditure. The number of
familics is about §5, and the aggregate number
of souls above 500. The mecting was after-
wards addressed in most pleasaant and edifying
terms by Rev. Dr. Irvine, of Knox Church, C.
P., Rev. H. Jobhnston, Wesleyan Methodist,
Rev. R. Campbetl, St. Gabriel Church, and Rev.
Thomas Fraser. The proceedings were varied
by excellent refreshments by the ladies, and
delightful singing by the choir, under the able
management of Mr. Crawford. The meeting
altogether was most successful ; and all sepa-
rated highly pleased with the cveniog’s enter-
tainment.

ANNIVERSARY oF St. Matrasw’s Day Scaoor,
Point St. CaAzLEs, MoxTREAL.—On Friday, the
4th March, this most irieresting mecting took
place. 1t was presided over by Mr. Forrester,
the Secretary and Treasurer of the Board of
Dircctors. The recitations and singing of the
children, in number about 139, were most supe-
tior, and reflect great praisc upon the teachers,
Mr, Gilbert Smith, and Mr. Crawford. I the
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course of the evening Mr. Smith was presented
by his scholars with an elegant gold watch and
chain, and a most complimentary address, to
which he replied in mos* suitable terms. After
an excellent speech from Mr. Fraser, the minis-
ter of the congregation, and the beuediction by
Rev. Mr. Simpson of Lachine, the meeting clos-
ed, every one being delighted with the pro-
ceedings.

Lixpsar.— S1. A~xprew's Cucacu.—Supper
and Testimonial {o the Reo. J. B. Muir, late of
Lindsay, now of Galt, C.1V.

On Tuesday evening the 19th March, tho
Rev. Mr. Muir was entertained to supper in the
bouse of Wm. Margach, Esq, Lindsay. The
following were present from St. Andrew's
Church congregation : Sheriff and Mrs. McDou-
gall, Mr. and Mrs. Watson, Mr. and Mrs. McLen-
nan, Mr. and Mrs. Spier, Mr. and Mrs. Mowry,
J. Mathie and M. Morison, Esqrs. In the course
of the evening Sheriff McDougall read the fol-
towmy address, and presented Mr. Muir with a
beautifully bound Morocco Bible:

To the Revd. James B. Muir, A.B.

Rev. axp Dear Sir,—The ciders, members
and adberents of St. Andrew’s Church Congre-
gation, Lindsay, now that the e wkich bas
bound you to them and them to you, namely
that of Pastor and people, has been actua’ly
severed aud you are about being separated
from them, have sought this opportunity of
meetiag witl you, on the eve of vour departure
for your new charge and ficld of labour, for
the purpose of assuring you of their sincere re-
gret that it should have been so ordered.—And
1o reader to you their gratitude and thanks for
ihe earnest and hearty manner in which the
difficult sad onerous duties which you have
hiad cast upon you here have been pecformed—
to congratulate you on the great measure of
success which has followed your labours among
them and to express their good wishes for your
future welfare, and the hope that although the
Pastoral tie has been unloosed, yet the strong
feclings of friendship which exist between you
and them may not be duninished by separation.
And they beg your acceptance of the accom-
panying volume as a token of regard and es-
teem. Neil McDougall, in behalf of the Con-
gregation. In accepting the address and Bible,
Mr. Muir made 3 feeling and apsropriate reply.

(Lindsay will afford an excelient field for an
active minister).

Lindsay, March 19th, 1567,

PresestaTioN.~—On the Gth of March, a de-
putation of the ladies of St. Andrew’s Church,
Williamstown, waited upon their much belosed
and respected: Pastor, the Rev. Peter Watson,
and in the name of the ladies of the Congrega-
tion and & few other friends, presented bim
with a purse containing the sum of $99 as a
small token of the deep regard in which he 18
held by the members of bis Congregation ; and
also as a p.roof that his untiring zcal and con-
staat labours for their welfare, arc in some
maasure appreciated by them.

Sr. Axprew's Cmurcu, PrrzrBoROGGH.—A
Bazaar in aid of the funds of this church was
bield in the Town Hall, Peterborough, on the
13th of March aud the three following dags.
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The very handsome sum of $836 was realized,
which i3 to be laid out in the improvement of
the church property. Veluable aid was ren-
dered by friends in Montreal, Kingston, Toron-
to, Hamilton, &c., and even Scotlaud and New
York were laid under contribution. It is gra-
tifying to note the hearty good will displayed
by our own people in Peterborough; and the
kindly feeling shewn towards us by members
of the Church of England and other churches.

HaniFax.—A plessing view of our common
Presbyterianism is afforded by the fact that the
Presbyterian Churches of Halifax have been
for some years co-operating in the City Mission
field. Somo changes bave recently been made
in the arrangements. Mr. Grierson has been
handed over to the Irdustrial School Commit-
tee, and it is expected that St. Matthew's, Pop-
lar Grove, and Chalmer’s Churches, will soon
place & new Missionary in the field. St. An-
drew’s is also expected to lend a helping hand
in this much-needed mission.

In connection with this City Mission, there
are also other agents supported by other
Churches. St. Paul's hasa Missionary, and the
young men of Poplar Grove Church support a
¢ Bible Woman.”

Cave Breron.—At o meeting of the friends
of the Kirk here, it was unanimously resolved
to proceed with anew Church, in this place, as
the Congregation have been much incommoded
for the wan? of a suitable place of meeting.

Large contributions were received, and, as
the locality is very central, it was agreed that
the Church should be in the centre of the vil-
lage and of an agreeable appearance.

Afr. N. Brodie, promised to make an effort to
get assistance from friends for this purpose, and
C. J. Campbell, Esq., M.P.P., agreed to receive
contributions whilst in Halifax toward the
same object. We hope the fricnds of the cause
will cheerfully aid in this work, so that the
trustees may be enabled to accommodate people
who attend church, and who scarcely know
where to find the place or meeting of the Kirk-
men here now.
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QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY.

Mepicar GrapGaTION.—A meeting of convo-
cation was lcld on the 28th of March last, at
which the following gentlemen, who had’pass-
ed the examination appointed by the Senate of
the University, were laureated as doctors of
medicine:—Albert Armstrong, Smitl’s Yails;
Joseph Campbell, Perth; Jobn J. Dugdale,
Kingston;  George W. Howell, Belleville;
Robert Mark, Tamworth; Daniel Meagher,
Kingston ; John C. Munro, Finch; David Munro,
Lanark; James Rae Paterson, North Bruce;
Lawrence Saunders, Kingston ; ‘George Z. Val-
lIean, Shannonville; Francis M. Wafer, Pitts-
burgh; Allen H. Walker, Barrie.

It wag announced that the following students
had passed their primary examinations :~Samuel
Abbott, Wolfe Island ; Douald Booth, Odessa;
Charles Bleasdell, Trenton ; James Clarke,
Storrington; J. R. Dickson, Kingston; David
Johnstone, Saugeen; Joha K. Oliver, Kingston;
John O. Sullivan, Seymour; Albert Rockwell,
Violet,

The proceedings were conducted in the cus-
tomary manner.

The diploma of license of the Royal College
of Phys.cian3s and Surgeons, Kingston, was at
the same time handed to nine successful can-
didates, by Dr. Dickson, President of tho Col-
lege. All the above named geatlemen were
students of the Royal College. The session
closed was the first of that institution, and it
wis & very successful one. Eighty-seven stu-
dents were registered.

Trizxs1AL NoMivaTions.—Ministers and con
gregations are reminded that the year for no
minating persons eligible for clection as Trus
tees of the University for the ensuing period of
three years, expires on the first day of next
mecting of Synod.

Dovatiox3 1o tHE LIrrary.—Rev, W. Bell,
Pittsburg, 21 vols; University of Toronto, 1
vol.; J. C. Saunders, Esq., Kingston, a copy of
the Vulgate Scriptures, 1535.

@orrespomdense.

THE STATE OE THE CHURCH.

R. EDITOR,~I have seen,
with satisfaction, two no-

Church, which indicate that
life is not yet extinct; and
therefore 1 presume ‘o offer
my opinion on that subject, of
. which, of all others, I have
had the Yest opportunitics of
acquiring a knowledge. You sy, rightly,
that the minister 2ad t..2 people are not the
ouly parues at fault when a disturbance takes
place in a congregation. The,Presbytery may
be more at fault, But this does not explain

the matter properly. The discase lies deeper
In the spring of 1863, the Presbylery issued
a circular of enquiry, which, if faithfully fol-
lowed up, would have prevented a good many
removals, and one or two cases of grave injus-
tice. Why did it fail ? The cases meant to be
reached were protected by the individual au-
thors of the trouble, and were found beyond
the control of the Presbytery, undermined as
it was by its own members.  But wby speak of
Presbyteries, when the Synod shows its weak-
nes2 by ceasing to urge returns of the state of
congregationss? The defaultersare too numer-
ous aud too povwerful to be dealt with!

But even if it were otherwise, who is to bring
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them toaccount ? The Synod has unanimously
declared itself not only beyond the control of
law, but 3 be teithout law, in the session of
1864. So that as the College, so the Church,
is in the honds of an irresponsible party—all
the more dangerous that its members are unde-
fined. I know no remedy for this wide-spread
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evil but prayer and patience, until God arise
to quicken and revive us with bis Spirit's
grace. Infidelity is the cause of all our
troubles. A saving faith in Christ's presence
and providence alone can save us.

Yours, &c., V. 0.

Arfiles Communiented.,

JOTTINGS IN THE EAST.

\e¥ I the twelve Presbyteries
@ into which the Churchis

at present divided, six lie to
the ecastward of Kingston :
these fell to be visited in the
winter time. By special
-arrangement with three of
them I accompanied the
< deputations appointed to con-

duct their annual missionary meetings.
For some years mectings of this kind have
been held in most of the Presbyteries,
ostersibly for the purpuse of advocating
the cause of Home Missions. Anescellent
opportunity is afforded on such occasions
for circulating information of a general
kind, for familiarizing our people with the
nature and the working of the schemes, and
for throwing out practical suggestions for
the more efficient organization and syste-
matic management of congregations. They
might be turned to good account in at least
onc other way—to take the place of
¢ Preshyterial Visitations,” which, though

never more neceded than at the present .
time, seem, by common consent, to have '
fallen into desuetude. It is clearly wrong -
that the salaries of Ministers should, year -
after year, he paid to them irregularly, or :
doled out in driblets, or given on the'

homeepathic principle of infinitessimally
small doses, without the semblance of
enquiry or interference at the hands of the
Presbytery, whose function it is to see
things dobe decently and in order.
Auestionably thisis a matter of vast im-
portauce to the prosperity of individual
congregations, and, necessarily to the wel-
fare of the whole Church. Until ¢Ats is
established on a satisfactory basis it is idle
to think of interesting congregations in
missionary enterprises. 1t is dishonest and
therefore criminal for congregations to
figure as contributors to missionary pur-
poses who are kuowingly, and habit and
repute, in arrears to their own ministers.

- that while exhausting

Un-
“it. In the country, thestate of the roads,

Scattered over the Provinee there are
still many settlements of Presbyterians un-
provided with stated ordinances: whole
townships there are, largly settled, without
a resident Protestant minister of any de-
nomination. While thisis the case there
will be need for all the missionary efforts
that can be put forth by all our congreaa-
tions. In proportion to this need our
cfforts hitherto have been isolated and
feeble, and. measured by our ability, our
contribution> have been pitifully “small.
Our missionary meetings are too often thin,
cold, dull, uninterestinge meetings : miserable
meetings I—Why is this ?—7They would be
otherwiseif we were in carnest in the matter,
if we had more of the “esprit du corps,”
of that “cuthusiasm of humanity ” which
the writer of “ Kcce Hono ” claims to be
inseparable from a consistent profession of
Christianity.  Then a missionary meeting
would belooked forward to as a gala day:

" a time for mutual rejoicing and cencourage-

ment: a time to provoke one another to
love and good works: A TIME OF RE-
FRESHING. Qur arrangements for business
or pleasurc would be made subordinate to
this : this the matter of greatest importance.
In three-fourths of our congregations the
announcement of a missionary mneeting
must be a source of disquictude, of pain-
ful anxiety, or of positive distress of mind
to the minister who makes it, for, he knows
argument  and
cntreaty in giving the intimation, one half
at least of his congregation will not attend

the appearance even of rain or snow in the

. clouds, or any other mortal thing, becomes a

plea for the absence of the masses; and the
old clder who has got used to this sort of

 thing, «r cven the minister, perhaps—illat

case to conceal his chagrin—muy try to
console a deputation by saying that “it
might have been worse, and would have
been better but for so and s0.” In a vil-
lage or small town, a tea party sometimes



138

* suffices to knock a missionary meeting on
the head ; isn't that miserable ? In cities

f
{

the spology rises to the occasion * there, it |

 was the full-dress faney ball, the white-

1
'

choker dinner party, the carnival at “ the .

rink,"” or the
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sings out ““all sboard" “ toot, toot'f
screams the steam whistle and we start for
Hemmingford. Shall we ever get there?
Why not ?

he sun has gooe down angrily, the

nversazione that did it. Of ; wind, boisterous all day, has risen to a gale ,

all such we hold with righteous Job i the snow is driving furiously, the darkness

** miserable comforters are ye ell'" But

enough of this.

purpose’ was divided into four groups with
deputations for each... The Rev. Josbua
Fraser and Mr. John Mbrris were appointed
for the first, and to begin at Hemmingford.
I met them at the Bonaventure station at
3.30 pm. od the 7th of January. Pro-
ceeding to Lachine—7 miles—we have to
cross the St. Lawrence. here two miles
wide, very rapid. very deep, never frozen,
though much 1mpeded. with ficating fields of

deepens. Provided with a huge snow-plow

{ and two engines, we rush on, scattering the
The Presbytery of Montreal for our | snow-wreaths hke spray from an ocean

|

{
at etther end.

)

ice. The “ Iroquois ” lies at the wbarff

with steam up
rivercraft locked vp in ice during the
winter months, there is novelty at least in
finding oneself on board of a steamer in
.mid-winter on the St. Lawrence. and
we worder how
pipes 2re kept from freezing. Tt is
no common stesmer, but a Railway.
ferry-boat.  On deck. from stem to stern
there is sn iron track on which s traig
of four or five ponderous box cars 1s run
aboard  Into the rewaining availsble

Accustomed to see our .

the stesm snd water
geltown

mpsce on deck are jammed at lesst twenty

borses and sleighs, & crowd of habitsns,
dressed in long gray costs with blue night
caps,or beads,enveloped in their *“capachots™,
bnght scarlet sashes around their waist,
and yel'ow lesthern moccasing on their feet.
" How they talk ' The cabins are filled with
lsdies and children snd pessengers for the
“ Provinoe Line.© Now we are off Eo.
cased in thick 1ron piates 2nd propelled by
s powerful engine the grest upshapely mass
gans beadwasy The sharp bow cleaves
fields of 10e six inches in thickness the
psddles smash 1t into bita  the wavesn
our wake jumble together the hure masses
of ancbor rce which 1n the geversi commo-
t20n are uphesved from the bottom of the
nver. hat if 10 mid<hstoel we bresk
s shaft or Jase our rudder’
sre near.  Thoogh pswgable n summer,
to “shoot’” them bpow were certan
destruchon  We have httle tume for such
fears, for in fifteen minutes the steamer's
bow ruops into s jetty at Crughnawaga, and

we are safdly landed  The Jocomonve m |

waiing boaks oo to the cars we have on

steamer's bow. Our carriage, seated for
sixty persons, is well lighted , there is a stove
- Aba, it is warm'® How
spug weare. How fares it thiscold stormy
night with the driver and his stoker ? Poor
fellows' it is a hard night for them. We
reach our destination an hour behind time—
pot bad, that. Mr Patterson's sleigh is
awaiting . soon we are sested, and set out
for themanse Weupset. Mr. Patterson,
with his usual “ sugriter in modo,” pohtely
apologizes, requests us to pick ourselves up,
and we resume the uneven teoor of our way
We repair to the Church; it is empty—not
even lichted Our first appointment is s
fatlure.

Next day the deputation on to Rus
The rosds are bedly dnfted, yet,
sowehow. we manpsage to reach the mense.
and in due time the Church. None have ven-
tured out, and we can'thelpit. As the road
to Georgetown was said to be impassable,
we abapndoned the sttempt to reach it.
Keeping our appontment at Beechndge.
however, we were more fortunsate, there we
fourd a very respectsble audience, and got
from Mr. Fracer s capital wpeech. Mr
Moms. much to our regret. had retarned
to Mootrea]l. Threughout this secticn of
country the Fremch are saud to be rapidly
“ousung’ the Enghish-speaking inbabitants.
Tbe ycunger members of the Sootch and
Eonglish famibes are constantly moving “off
West.” atd the farms of their fathers, when
brought into market, are 1ovansbly bought
by (sosdisns Russeltown. 1o the mean.
time. appears 10 be suffenog. s far as our
Cburch 15 concerped more from this cans
thsn apy of the otber congregations named.
Notwrthstsnding this we found them 2o

" uvely engeged 10 prondinz matenals and

The rppads |

fands for the erection of -4 fine pew manse
The Hemmingford folks_bave already pro
vided for their minister 10 this respect, and
In other respects bemadta, 10 a very credit-
sble manper. and so st Beechn

The Res Andrew Paton and Mr. Black
constated the deputstion for the scond
week. The plaoes vistied were Boanbar

board and lugs them off The oondoetor ' poia 8t Loms Chateasgusy, and Lachive
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The weather was calm, clear and eold, and
the roads excellent. Crossmz the river as be-
fore, we had a splendid drive of fifteen miles
by the ice to Beauharnois. and a very inter-
esting meetinz in the Kirk. the only Protes-
tant place of worship is the town. Weadmir-
ed the site. which, overtopping the town, |
commands & fine view. The interior of the
church is particularly neat, with a decided .
air of comfort about it—a rare thing in
country churches. On the walis are several
beauu?uilv executed marble tablets. onc is
¢ To the memory of the late Rev. Walter
Roach, first minister of*the noited congre-
gaton of Beauharnos, Chatesucuay and
\t Lom. bnm in Ldmburm 14zh

pative city .
and died 27th Avcust 13497
bears that the Rer Prosper Lo
a pative of Ls Chsrante. Franed.
duoted to this charpe 1n ennnection with |
the Church of Scotland. 10th March 7558
and thst he died on the 26th November foi !
lowing. aged but 25. Bnth of them bad
while liming laboured faithfulls, and were
greatly respected snd belased  The oo
gregation iz in gond hands naw snd 13 wel
or*zamz‘-d
Early pext dsy we were watted oo by a
good eider fmm St. Lous wha had iefs
home long before sun-nse. far the purpos
of taking up the deputstion * 10 the codl
of the morming * 1n this he rucceeded.
the thermometer was 20° belrw zero when |
we left the manse door. and fell but hitde
dunag the dss He hsd s spiendid pair
of horses. and we all epjored the dnve
smaungly  OQuor fnend wss no ordinary
man—oonspicaous alike for poweriul phv
sique, foree of character. s clear hesd, snd -
ready expression. His sdmixtares of bsd
Prench and wrosd Sootch were sametimes
amusing, as, when a train of (anadian
wood-slewhs hove in aight st s dificolt
plsce for passing. nsine up to hws fali
besght, with clenched fist, be shoated
“Arri " v drrét’ At the word —for he
1s well known on the road. and slwavs asserss
his sunremacv-—the obedient Frenchmen
stog CGasgé ! v Garde ' —ull we
had pu:ed tben, waith 3 mgmficant gestare
thst sesmed to RY ' wemo me impune lo-
cant. he sdded, ** Noo. my man, ¥e omn
marche.’ We had s small moetang of ear-
past f2008 10 the hittle lo church, and were |
sppesled to0 1n warm estreaties to belp them !
10 thar efforts to got & mipwster, The

charge is at present vacant  After s sump-
toous repast, thoughtfully promded for ws

" Joimng Dr Jenkins at Cornwall,

. bisected by

erectinn of 8 hand=ome stone church.
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by these kind friends in the manse of 8t.
I,ouis, we returned to Beanharnoir, and
thence, next day, to Chateauguay. Harving
dehve'ed our meszage there we recrossed
the river, bad a good meeting at Lachine,
which resulted in the largest collection in
the Presbytery, and 50 ended the 2od week.

The third was devoted to Dundee, Elgin,
Athelstan, Huntingdon. and OQrustown.
Mr C.
Matuce kindly accompamed us to Dundee.
The distance is twenty-four mics. By the
way we called at Mr Johe Cameron's, and
rcersed a true Hizhiand welo.me 1"‘513
princely mansion, reeentiy erected an the
bank ~{ the St Lawrence which here

€X-
panis into 8 lake aix miles 1o width. At
this point. 1o use the common phmse. * we

ok the 1ce " crosed tn the other side,
rested at the willage of Dundee. whreh 1
the_boundary hine between
Lower (*anada and the United States. and
in due time reached the manse. about fve
miles east of it.  Amooe other exidences of

, enngregational prospenity, we learned that

acuve preparatians were biing made for the
At
Elzin wo faond that a neat and comtortable
man¥ had baen recently built and. in other
respects the abershiv of this bitle
zation hes been consprewous and  praise
warthy At Huntingdon therv 1s 3 large
and Srunshing eongresation which has
ten under the pastoral care of Mr Wil
lace sinex 1~35  Theirold wooden church
was, saume vears azo. supplanted by 3 larpe
and wi-finihed odifice of stone They
have not ¥et s manse At Ormstown there
I+ 5ix 3 pumerous and 1nfloential congre
gation  Preparstions. o 8 hiberal sfale,
are poing on there o, in the direction of
church bmildinz the present building being
oid shabby, snd entirely too small for the

* stui-ipereasing congrersion, they are doing

well snd wieeiyr  Bat best of sll they have
determined to be mdependen. of cutade
sssistance, &nd to keep oot of debt  They
have s Gpoe manse built ip Mr. Saivenght’s
tme, who preceded Mr Clarke 1o this
1mporisat charge (reorgetown, distant from
Ormstown some nipe mibes, is the oldest
congTegston in the county of Besubarnois,
snd its membership .31“& i larger than
that of an¥ other cOuDLrY COUTTEIALOD 10 the
Church  The setticment of the townahip
dates from 13249, QOne Mr. McWattie, a
dissentang Minister, was the first who o
cuated here.  Hedied 10 1831, In Angust
of that yesr, apphcation was made to the
Giangow Colonial Sozety for a3 Minuster

Py

congre- €
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for the National Church; the result was

the sppointment of the Rev. Archibald

Colquhonn, who remained but a short time.
' Unger the auspices of the same society, the
Rev. James C. Muir, (now Dr. Muir), came’
to Canads, and, receiving a unani-
mous ovall to Georgetown, he was there
settled in the fall of 1836. Under his able
ministry, hes grown up a large and pros-
perous congregation. A handsome a2nd com-
modious stone church was erected in 1851,
and, instead of the old log manse, a substan-
tial brick honse wsas built in 1857, Itis
beautifully situsted on the bank of the

English River.

ow shall we reach Chatham?

gated from the rest of the Presbytery—up
the QOttawa, thirty-five miles above ita con-
fluence with the St. Lawrence—sixty miles
from the seat of the Presbytery—a hand-
ful of Protestants in a district of coun
peopled by Freoch Catholics,—a little oasts
in a desert— Chatham has charms of its
own. To reach it we go to Vaudrenil by
G. T. R. Mauch abused G. T.! Not haif
80 bad as it is called—a world of conve-
nience to weary travellers—a boon to the
oountry. The drive from Vaudrenil must
be beantiful in summer, besutiful indeed 4
secmed to me on the 8th of February last,
those snow clad bills rising romantically
from the margin of the river. These fine
Italian villag, the summer retreat of the mer-
changlgrinc&s of Montreal, prettily perched
on hill top and promontory around the
village of Coxo0 are beantiful to look upon,
and suggestive too. They tell of wealth
and teste and travel, snd set one thinking
about and longing to see.the Coxo.

One of the meetings in the Presby-
tery of Montreal, we bad at Chatham.
One of the prettiest manses in the Pro-
;i;ee there is at Chatham. One of the

ARTHABASKA, 18th April, 1367, 9 p.m.

I am suddenly reminded by my land-
lord, 'that the hour for closing the mail
bas arrived, and as this is the last day for
forwarding commupications to the Presby-
terian, 1 am obliged to bresk off thus
abraptly. Perbaps I may yet be allowed
to add a postsaript.

P8.—QOur fourth week was t in

" Moutreal, Of this oity, its Churches
and Sabbath schoole, its benevolent insti-
tutions, its charitable societies, its Chris
tian associations, and its interesting
Eoclestastical history, {zg must be

said, but not now, por in a_postacript.
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OUR PRESBYTERIAN GQVERNMENT AND:,
ITS WORKING.

“In Canada we need sorely to go back to the
old laws and study in them those which com-
ménd that Presbyterians shall take spiritual
oversight of thie charges within their bounds;
not to tyrannyze over them, but to watch and
tend them, to sea that the flock are cared for
and nourished, to sep that the pastor i3 not
starved amid the abundance around him.” This
sentence occurs in an excellent editorial in last
issue. Well will it be for us, as & Chgreh, if it
sends us back to those old laws to Jearn and
to practice the lessons which they teach. It
cannot be denied that the government of our
charch, as worked by us, does not answes the
end of its being. 1t does not take the spiritual
oversight of the charges within the bounds of
our regpective Presbyteries. It does nof wateh
and tend these, It does not see that-the flock
is cared for and nourished. It does nof see to
the becoming maintenance of the pastor.

.The business that thrusts itself upon the no-
tice of Presbyteries, by memorial petition, com-
plaint, &c., receives s certatn measure of notice,
that which does notso obtrude jtself, but which
may nevertheless be of more importance, 18 over-
looked, or left to take care of itself. Afraid
preferred.  The thing 13 monstrous! It is not
possible Tor a Preshytery to do ita daty ef-
fectaally to 1ts congregations, or take theovep-
sight of them aright without stated visitatiogs,
This doty, & Presbytery may of course devolps,
upon a comauttee of 1ts namber, consisting,
say, pf the moderator and two of the senior
members, and if its discharge be gons zbont
by tbem in a kindly way and prodent, little fasy
poed be entertained for the resuit.
sesmngly of being chacged with officious 1n-
terferente, Presbytenies do utterly fall in their
duty fo ministers and congregations. To the
moderator and other members of a Preshytery,
it may be known, perbaps for s period of years,
that certain of its congregationsareina sickly’
distracted or declining condition, sod yet o
inquiry is made, or cooference held, with the
view of effecting, if possible, a change for the
bettar. The fact may be notorious, that cer-
tain of its copgregations do yearly come far
short oftheir duty to their clergymsn [ the mat-
terof his tamporal sapport, or be to them in that
of bis duty, and y;"t, untess a specisl complaint
be msde by ths ons or the otber, or a sgpecial
visitation do called for, things are loft aloze.
Shoold the chureh now be {n a sickly condi-
tion in some qusarters, and no where in othars,
or shoald tbe bearts of clergymen in divers

places throughoat ths land, be discousaged,
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and they themselves unfitted for the cheerful
and efficient discharge of their onerous duties?
It i3 not'a matter for wonder.

Bat our Presbyteries fail no less in their duty
to Bynod—the Supreme Court meanwhile—than
to indiridual members and congregations; in
that its injunctions are by them systematically
disobeyed. For example, in the case of the
statistics of the Church, of which mention is
msde in the article already referred to, the in-
junctions of the Synod and the express com-
mands of its very reverend moderator, for the
time, were set at nokght by a large f.
clergymen, sessions, and temporal ~oﬁ:$gz‘;,
thos rendering utterly useless all the returns
made, as well as entirely nullifying the\{aboar
of the convener and committee. Take angther
instance: Some years ago, Synod passed what
is called # the Act ament the maintenance of
minigters,” the tenor whereof is as follows :—
“That in 'erery case, where the settlement of &
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by the old dame, we revel in the liberty of the
. Jewish people “* in those days when there was~
no king in Israel, and every man did that which
was right in his own eyes,” and certainly act-
ing thus ecclesiastically, we have noright, and
should bare no desire, to claim the hononred
name * Presbytenan.” If such a state ofthings
be much longer tolerated by us, the onee fair
fame of Presbyteriznism will be sorely blighted,
and the very name become & by-word and a
reproach. But mindful of the great good that
bas, ander God, been accomplished by it in va-
rious lands ir the past, and through the instru-
mentality of its ministers, than thovsands of
whbom none in any church en earth have ever
been more faithful or distingaished; wo would
earnestly connsel an energetic and faithful oar-
rying out of the system. .

1. Let the laws of the Charch be respected,
and the injunctions of her courts bs obeyed.

2. Let diécipline be enforced.,

“ minister is abonut to take place, it is absclute-
“ly pecessary that the minimem stipend—ex-

' clusive of any sllowance from the Temporali- ]

‘‘ties Board—be not less than four hundred
‘‘dollars; and that the Synod retans all dis- |
“ cretiopary powers io its own hands.” Than
this, nothing could be more explicit, and 1

" the circumstances of the charch, then and now, |
nothing more reasonable, the minmam stipend |
fized, being very small, no greater indeed than
that of & third rate clerk, or javenile telegraph }
operator. Moreover, this act was not passed |
till the subject had been carefally considered i
at two different Synods, mede an Interim Act
for & year, and sent down to Presbyteries for
their opinion, and yet, it is said, that by geveral
Presbyteries it bas been ignored, and that min- ‘
isters have been inducted into charges, in the ]
face of its absolate reqnireme;:ts. Algs, that
neither the reasonableness of the act itself, ncr |
the respect dos to the Supreme Court of the
Chured, should bave been able to shield it from ;
indignity. If Preshyieries act thus lawlessly, we
need ot be at all sorprisad to find individaal !
clergymen trampliog on the ensctments of ;
Synod, apd, oblirions of their ordination vows, |
actng ss if sabject to no suthority or judica-
tore ; and yet xe talk of Presbyterian govern-
ment.  But is it not & misnomer to speak of
that of this cbureh a3 such, which, throogh the
feebleness of its administration, bas, to all ap-
peanances, coased 1o command either respect or
obedience 7 Would it not bo more vorrect to
speak of it &3 Congregational ? Without doobt,
we are in practice, Congregational ratber than

Prestiyterisn. We bars barst the anclent fat-

ters of Presbyterianism, and thongh still called

|
!
l
|

3 Let clergymen regard the duties dervolv-
ing on them as members of our Charch Courts;
8%, to say the least, as much incumbeat on

| them as any otber daties of their office. Let

them take an individual hearty interest in the
affairs of the Church, and in the csase of reli-
gion, more especially within the hounds of thewr
respective Presbyteries, knowing that no Pre;-
bytery can do the work, or make up for the
shortcomings of another, and s bisbops, zeal-
ous for'tbe welfare of the church and the glory
of God, do all in their power to securo the
services of good men for their spiritual desti-
tote places, and leavo no measures untried,
with the view of baving tHise decently main-
tained, and it may be added, while labouring
to provide divine ordinances for the backwoods,
let 1he wants, every day increasing, of oor
cities, bare & due share of atteation.

4. Let Presbyteries hold stated visitations of
all congregations, -annnally, biennially or tri-
caaially, a5 may be deemed best or most suit-
able. How strange that a Presbytery shoald
ordais a maan to the office of the Holy Ministey,
or indact oneto a charge, and never after daring
bis incumbency, visit the scenc of his labours,
cither to sce to the manner in which be gives
proof of his ministry, or to make engairies as to
whetber bis people duscharge their obligations
1o him, save 10 the event of a coaiplaint being
wade 0 them, and a request for a visitation

5. Let more time be deroted by Presbyteries
to the qonsideration of buginess. At present,
business is cgually despatched with ondos
hasxte ; that calm attention and deliberate con-
stderation indispensably necessary for its proper

-~ .
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discharge, being chiefly conspicuous by their ,
absence. i

Ourbelief is, that if these several things were
attended to, viz If the lawsof the Church were
respected, disciplipe administered, stated visi-
tations of congregations held, the concerns of
the Church heartily entered 1nto, and more time
devoted to their consideration—the result,
through God's blessing, could not fail to be a
much greater measure of prosperity than 1s now
epjofed. OQur Presbyterian machinery, though
old, is excellent, but, to be of service to us, it
must not be allowed to stand sull. it must be
get-1n motion, 1n full motion It must be work
ed' And the endeavonr of all our ministers,
office-bearers, and members should be to have
it efficiently and wisely worked.

In connection with the fureguing, 1t may not
be out of place to suggest as a matter worthy
of consideration, whether 1t might not bea
good thing to bave a Church Society in con-
pection with each Presbytery, at which i paper
on an Ecclesiastical or Theological topic, ot
kindred subject, might be read, followed by a
friendly discussion. These are at the present
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time questions of the most pressing nature, and
of the utmost practical importance which call
for discussion, and where could these be so
frankly and freely discussed as at the meetings
of such & society ? Besides, such discussions
might be of advantage to those taking part in
them, 1n the event of any of the questions com-
ing up afterwards in our Church Courts for
consideration. To those clergymen more es-
pecually, whose lot has been cast in the coun-
try, many of whom harve pot the same opportu-
nities, neither the same ability of obtaining the
publicatiors of the day as they issue from the
press, as have their city brethren, and who,
moreover, doonly at rare 1ntervals, see the face
of a clerical neighbour such a society could
not fuil to greatly benefit. Saith the groverdb —
*Iron sharpeneth 1ron, so a man sharpeneth
the countenance of his friend.  Mutual 1nter-
course tends to invigoration of mind, and to
mutual benefit and 1nstruction, and the times
10 which we live, cail those who mimster at
the altar, and are the spiritual teachers of the
people, #o act vedund vigorous th,‘ughx

Che Churrhes and thear 2ilissians,

—

CHURCH OF ScotLaxp Missiox ™ Iypia —
The following report has been received by
tbe India Mission Committee of the hurch of
Scotland, from the pastor of the Native Uhurch
at Madras, It gives a very gratfying account
of the work done by the native congregation
Such statements should be the most powerful
appeals to all to prosecute with increased zeal
and faith the work of Chnistiamising India The
agencies employed, and the systematic assiduit)
with which they are phed, could not be
exceeded by any of the best worked panshesia
Scotland. May God grant fhs blessing upon
all the efforts of thisactive and devoted natice
Cbristian church '

In drawiag up thus report we would not
necessanly eunlarge, but confine to as few re-
marks as possible  The congregation. fur the
most part, conaists of adull cooverts from
Hindooism and Roman Catholicism, acd their
fam:lies . it amounts At present to 335 souls.
We are thankful to say that the congregation
13 in a bealthy state 1 bave had the privilegs |
of proclamming Cbrist 1n bis fulness. and of
cndeavoarning, according to the grace gisen me,
to build up my people in faith and holiness

ub-

been soch as becometh the Goapel of Uhrist
In o i1nstance has there been any peed for.
the exercise of discipline among them durning
the year.

Serrices —There are tw0 services held on 13
Sabhsth, one 10 the morning and the other in
the afiernoon  Almost all tbe people, with

thewr Little ones, regularly attend Rometimes
the Church is 20 full that rome of them are
obliged tu stund here and there, especially on
communion Sundays and other particulats
occasivny  cvnstquently we greatly desire toe
bave a separate building for our own use. and
we trust that the God of all blessings will give
us,the desinv of vur hearts in His own good
time

Cupvnunicants —We stated in our last report
that our communicants amounted to 143
Dunieg the year /1 new members were added
to the nymber, so they amount at present to
lv4  The sncrament of the Lord s Supper has
been administered regularly. as usual, every
quarter

Baptisms —1 have bad the happy privilege of
adrunistering this ordinance to 7 versons and
6 ¢hildren. They were admuitted into the fel-
lowship of the Church after much careful in-
vesugation and traisiog.  They are now being
instructed 1o oor religious truths, pure morality,
snd elevating doctrines  May God keep them

, #teadfast uoto the end!

Inquirers, or Candidates for Baptum —There

. 8Te x.nqurers, Who are under our immediate
We are happy to ssy that their conduct bas |

Chnauan instruction  We hope, by the grace
of (rod, to receive them soon into the foid of
Christ by bapusm

Weekly Proyer-Meetings —Besides the usual
Sanday serrices, prayer-meetings almost every
evening bave been held for the spiritnal growth
and edification of our members. On Monday
80d Tucsdry evenings we have meetings 1o the
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chancel. On Wednesday evening, from 4 to 3,
we have 2 femele meeting asusual, and another

143

Prorosep WesT-Exp Caourcit.—A circular,
signed by Colonet Smollet M. Eddington, bas

meeting from 6 to 8 r.u., at Nungumbankum. 1+ been issued calling for subscriptions for the
I erection of the proposed west-end Church, in

Un Thursday evening at New Town. On Friday
a social prayer-meeting is held alternately in
the houses of Christian brethren in cennection
with our church May God, in Hisinfinite kind-

connection with the Church of Scouland, fur
which a site has been secured immediately 10
the east of Donaldson’s Hospitai. The fund

ness, bless our meetings and bear our prayers, | proposed is the moderate suwm of £5000, which

so that he may pour out His Spirit not ouly
upon us, but also upon our Christian brethren
and kinsmen who are y¢ led captives by Satan,
and wrapped in the gross darkness of spiritual
death.

Preaching to the Heathens—We have three

it is estimated will suffice to build an edifice
not unsuited to the locality, but without super-
fluous ornament. It is proposed that 1t should
contain 1000 sittings. A highly influential
committee has been fotmed, including Dr.
Veitch (convener), Dr. Paul, Lord Jerriswoaode,

stated preachings for them weehly ; ope at the | Mr. Hope of Belmont, Mr. Walker of Dalry, Mr.

Memorial Hall on every Monday cvening, the
other at Mackay’s Gardens school on every
Tuesday afternoon, and the third at St. Andrew’s
church gate on every Thursday.
our calechists go about every wurnipg and
proclaim the giad tidings of the Gospe! by the
side of public thoroughfares and other places.

Mission Tour.—Daring the year I have been
to Pallaveram and other villages; visited the
people there, and distributed tracts and books
0 some.

Schools.—There are two boys® and two girls
schools in coanection with ourchurch. About
100 children of both sexes receive Christian
instruction. During the latter part of the year
there wwas a reduciion among them on account
of famine and sickness.

Tamil Pundil's Class—Our catechists and the
young men of our Bible class reccive regular
instruction in the ornings of Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday, from 6.t0 9 a.x., from Mooni-
appab Moonishee. These qualifications are
essentially requisite to our men 10 enable thers
to refute znd converse with the Hinaoes. 1 con-
tinue also to receive assistence from himn
preparing books.

William Law, Mr. George Kinloch, Mr. D. B.
Hope, Mr. Stevenson, C.E., Professer Craw-

| ford, Bailic Handyside, Mr. John Marshall, Mr.

« e, e - —

Sunday-Schools. —This is regularly conducted
on cvery Sunday afternoon, between 3 2nd 4 .
oclock, by our clders and catcchists. The -

hit 1 con ‘ion well ¢ .
children ia our congregarion, as well as thase . Jh Moy 0 S cotland.

in our day-schools, attend and reccive instruc-
tion.
Pastor's Fuad —The sum coilected for this

fund amounts to rs. 100. 13. 5 this year. We |

cxpreted 1o receise a larger sum than this, bat
the removal of snme of our members from this

Besiaes these, | Thomas Smith. Dr. M'Cracken, Mr lsane Bay-

ley, Mr. Bryce, Architect; and the honorary
secretary, Colonel Iddington. We cannot
doubt that under such auspices the appeal
now made will receive a ftting and promptre-
sponse on the part of the friends of the Church
of Scotland.

Epixstrce Sannata Scunool Tracurrs' As-
50CiaTON.--A special meeting and conversazione
of the Edinburgh Sabbath School Teachers
Association, in cosnection with the Church of
Scotland, was held last night in Queen Street
(Gpper) Hall. There was a large attendance,
the hall being quite filled. Dr. Bedford, hon-
orary vice president,occupied the chairj; and
among other gentlemso present were—the Rev.
Andrew Gray, Morningside ; Rev. G. T. Jamie-
son, Portobello ; Rev. Mr. W Claren, Lady Glen-
orchy’s ; Rev Mr. Merson, from Ceylon; Rev.
Mr. Hunter, Toibooth, Rev. Mr. Browa, Mr.
Chas Penrson, Dr. Sibald, Mr Johe Tawse, Mr.
Balfour Graham, Mr. John Beauchope, Mr. W.
Warden, Secrctary, &c. Dr. Bedford ex-
pressed the great pleasare he had in occupy-
ing so prominent a position iz an association
so cminently Worth of the support of all friends
Hce urged upon sl
teachers the necessity of prosecating their
arduous labours with continued energy and de-
votion. The sccretary read the report, from
which it appeared that the Sabbath schools

* in vonncction with the Charch of Scotland in

city, and the famine which has prevailed for -

several months, have operated against us, The
suma new collected will be sent to the Jadia
Mission Committec in Scoiland.

T3¢ Poor Fuzd.—The poor connected with
our congregation are supporied from the? cnl-
lections made botls at the beginning of the
moath as well as at our various meetings. Our
‘c_v\h;c!xis:s also receive & small aid from this
Qaung.

In conclusion, we pray that God will bless
oaur hamble and unworthy cfforts, and forgive
all our short-comings and sins, and coable us,

. by His boundless grace. to labour in faith and
sincerity for the glory of God our Father and
the upbailding of this congregation.

“Let the beauty of the Lord our God be
upoa us; and cstablish Thou the work of our

Edinburgh were in a mostefficient and satisfac-
tory cordition. The report shewed that from

' staiistics received there were in atteadance at

the various schools belonging to the Charch
in Edinburgh about 5000 schuinrs, with s staff
of teachers numbering nearly 500, and that of
the scholars, aboui J0C werc above four-
teen. These numbers did not include many
ministers, and other scnjor classes belonging to
congregations. The adoption of the report was
moved by Mr. Tawse, and secconded by M=
Pearson, C.\. Addresses were delivered by
the Rev. G T Jamicson and the Rev. Andrew
Gray. The Rev. D M'Claren moved the clec-
tion of office-bearers far the ysear, An cxcel-

+ leat chomal party, under the leadership of Mr.

bands upon us yea, the work of our hands |

cstablish Tkoun it”
Jacox J. Davis, Pastor.

, opeacd lately, after
" wands of twomonths.

Jacks, added much to the cvening’s enjoymeat.

Rx-orexing of 7anz Mip Pawmisn Caczen,
Greryock.—~The Mid Parish Church was re-
ving been closed for up-

Besides theiatzeduction
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of the organ, the interior bas undergone con-
siderable alterations, part of the area has been
re-seated, the stairsleading from the sonthsides
of the gealleries have been removed, thercby
giving a considerable addition to the space for
pews, whilst the whole of the church has been
cleaned, painted, and otherwise improved. The
organ has already been described in our co-
Jumns; the service of praise was accompanied
by it at all the diets of worship, which were
three in number. The iinister of the parish,
ghe Rev. F. L. Robertson, conducted the morn-
iag service; our cminent townsman, Professor
John Caird, D.1., the afternoon service; and
the Rev. James Lees, of Paisley, the evening
service. The church was crowded daring all
parts of the day, and the discourses on cach
oceasion being cloguent, impressive, and in-
structive, were in every way worthy of a day
which makes the commencement of s new era
in the Church of Scotland in this town. The
introduction of the organ into this church marks
the liberalising spirit of the age, and being an
innovation, we truat it will be found an im-
provement in the style of worship of our fore-
fathers.  As far as the services were conducted,
the vast assembled number joined heartily to-
gether in praising God, and showed no incli-
nation to substitute iostrumental for vocal
harmony, the organ being strictly an accompa-
niment to the voices of the worshippers. Col-
lections in aid of the organ fund were made at
each service, and the amounts realised wereas
follows :

Morning....couevnnnn. . £23 0 O
Afternoon........... eee 3217 O
Evening ..... cereaesee.s 1123

Total.evnnenn... £67 0 0

Paps Cucacu Sarrztn Scioors.—The an-
nual soiree of the children attending the Mis-
ston Schools in Port-Dundas, supporied by the
Park Church congregation, was held in the
Grove Street Hall, which was decomted for the
occasion Vith evergreens and flags. The Rev.
Mr. Charleris, who presided, was accompanicd
to the platform by the Rer. Robert Colvin of
Kirkpatrick-Juxta (formerly of Bombay), the
Rev. W. J. Steven, and Messrs. John Buraet,
Alex Drew, IR. R. Grant, J. Wyllic Guild, Wm.
Ker, John Muir, Walter Mackenzie, and James
Syme, members of the Kirk Session, and a con-
siderable number of members of the Park
Church and of the children's pavents occupicd
cac of the galleries. A plentiful supply of tea,
cakes and fruit was provided for the children,
of whom there were about 550 present; after
which the Rev. Mr. Colvin delivered an inter-
csting address on * The Idolatrics and Super-
slitions of Iadia,” illustrated by drawings re-
presenting some of the principal Hindu deitics,
the cxtesior and interior of idol temples, the
praciices of infanticide, hook-swinging, and
widow-burning, and the sclf-imposed toctures
of faquirs. Ia the course of the evening seve-
ral hymns were sung by the children. Two
songs were very credilably performed by 3
sclected party of girls swho have for some time
been under instrociion, and a number of
picces, sacred and sccalar, cexecated by a |
choir of teachess.  After spending o very

I
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pleasant cvening, the meeting broke up about
half-past nine o'clock. There are at present
about 450 children in nattendance on these
schools, and there is a staff of 45 regular and
12 occazional teachers. A church is about to
be built, for swhich upwards of £2500 has been
collected ; and it is believed that when ad-
ditional accommodation is thus provided, there
will be a large increase in the number both of
teachers and scholars,

PressyTERY OF DruBarToN~—Tue OrGaN QUES-
7105, &c.—At 2 meeting of this Court, held on
Tuesday—the Rev. Mr. Hunter, Baldernock,
modergtor—the Rev. Mr. Shacks, minister of
Craigrownie parish, made an application on be-
half of his congregation for the permission of
the Presbytery for the introduciion of a harmo-
nium, 10 be used in the conducting of the musi-
cal services on Sundays. The reverend gentle-
man deiailed the steps which had led to the
application, and -the manner in which the con-
gregation had been consulied, from which it
appeared that there was noopposition to the ia-
troduction of the harmonium. Mr. Stewart,
clder, from Craigrownie, wisbed delay, on the
ground that some of the parties present at the
meeting of the congregation at which the bar-
monium question bad been decided, though
they had remained silent, were, nevertheless,
opposed to the motion agreed io. The Rev.
Mr. Story, Rosencath, seconded by the Rer.
Mr. Ring, Killearn, moved that tke Presbytery
grant the permission asked. The Rev. Dr. Sim,
New Kilpatrick, scconded by the Rev. Dr.
Pearson, moved as an amendment that intima-
tion of the application be made to tiie congre-
gation, in order that there might be time given
toascertain whether, as reported by Mr. Stew-
art, there existed any scrious opposition 1o
the proposed movement. After some discus-
sion, and after explanations by the Rev. Mr.
Shanks, the amendment was withdrawnand the
motion agreed to. This, we may state, is the
first application of this kind which has come
before the Dumbarton Presbytery.

SotieTy oF Tus Soxs oF Tue Cueney.—The
Tith anniversary of the Glasgow Society of
Sons of Ministers of the Church of Scotland was
celebonted on the 28th March. A business meet-
ing was first held, #fter which. the members,
together with the Lord Provost and Magis-
trates, walked in procession to St. George's
Church, where an excellent sermon was preach-
ed by the Rev. Mr. Charteris.  The collection
amoanted to £334. In the afternoon the Sons
sat down to the annual dinner in the Queen's
Hotel.

IxatGraaTioy oF THE OrGaN 1% CRISFF.—

On Sunday las the people of Crieff heard for
the first time the sourd of an organ in a Pres-
bylesian Churceh, and it is & day which will not
soon be forgotien, for it forms an cra in our
Presbyterianism. It shows that Preshytery has
a vitality and a power of accommodating itecif
{o circumstances and with all its rigidity, pos-
sesses a marvellous amount of plasticity; in
the forenoon biefore Dr. Cunningham catered
the paolpit eve-y pew in the batldiog was occu-
pied. When the first Psalm was given out, a
deep silence pervaded the congregation while
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the prelude was being played; and when the
choir sung forth the noble strains of 01d Hun-
dred, the whole congregation at once joined in
the Psalm, and it was evident they were pleased
with the-change, and were singing with more
heart as well as in better tune than ever. But
it was at the eveniog service that the full effect
of the instrumental and vocal music combined
was most felt. 0ld men have declared that
they never saw the Parish Church so crowded
with worshippers before. When the voice of
Psalms arose from this dense mass of human
beings, led by the organ and the choir, every
one was impressed. Some were seen to weep.
Qugne old man, when asked how he felt, said—
¢ Oh! it makes me cry, and I hope it will
make me a Christian.” Aad sure coough his
rough cheeks were moistened with tears.
singing of the 23rd Psalm-—that Psalm so dear
to every Scottish heart—rwwas felt to be pecu-
liarly touching, and we believe stirred up
deptbs of feeling which had never been reached
‘. fore.  As might be cxpected from what we
I e said, the greatest centhusiasm prevails
«mopg the members of the Established Churcly,
and the contagion has to some extent affected
ihe members of other churches in the town.
We have frequently heard as an objection to
the adoption of instrumental music that it
would prevent the congregation from joining

in 1his part of the worship.  This is, however a |

great mistake, o5 must have been evident to
cvery onc on Suaday who had doubts on the
subject. Indeed, we never before heard the

members of the Parish Church join go heartily !

in the psalinody, nor sing so well. The cffect
was magnificent ; and we are not surprised to
learn that several of ti:ose who were indiffer-
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ent, or perhaps even rather adverse, to the use
of the instrumeat, are now, after having heard
its rich and swelling tones, highly in favour of
it. Our pecaliar ecclesiastical history has pre-
judiced u3 against cverything like tho ornate
in our reiigious services, but this is gradually
dying away. Splendid clhurches are replacing
the barns our forefathers loved 1o worship in.
We have stained windows where we can afford
to get them, and, depend upon it, we will soon
have the best music too which can be procured
—which all musiciaus say is a combination of
instrumental with the vocal. The wovement
which Dr. Cunningham bas, therefore, inau-
gurated here, we are convinced, will soon be
i general, and no where more so than in Crieff
. and Stratheara, The music on Suaday was a3
. follows :—Forenoon—(1d Hundred, Martyrdom,
f Kilmarnock. Goxology by Ballingail. Afternoon
; —French, Evan, Galilee, St. Stephens, Sanctus
; by Camidge. Ervening—Soldau, Arnolds, Glas-
. gow, Bedford, Dismission.—Perthshire Journal.
t

[}

Breses Araes.—The thriving communities of
Scottish settlers on the shores of the La Plata
have often beea referred to with lively interest
in the reports of the Colonial Coramitte to the
General Assembly.  And never has that refer-
i ence been made without reason for satisfaction
and thankfulness in the view of their prosperity
as living and fruit-bearing branches of the
Church of Scotland. Few of her sons any-
where cherish a warmer attachment to our
Church; and few give more substaatial proofs
of their interest in her mission-work. Ourlast
latter from Mr. Smith, of Buenos Ayres, cn-
closes an order for £17 125, Gd., the result of
the nnnual collection among his pesple for the
Colonial Scheme.—H. & F. Record.

Rliscellancons.

DR. LEE'S INNOVATIONS.
From the Scotssman.

Ttisa somewhat difficult as well as thankless
task which the Presbytery of Edinburgh is
called upon to perform to-morrow, in deciding
upon the Report of its Committee on ¢ Innova-
tions” as practised in the Qld Greyfriars Church.
It will be remembered that last Geoeral Assemn-
ULy remitted ® the case to the Presbytery of

Edinburgh, withinstructions to inguire intothe -

manner in which public worship lins been con-
dacted in Old Greyfriars Church since May,
1859, and the manner also in which Dr. Lee

proposes to condact it hereafter, and to take |

such steps as the result of the inquiry may

show to be requisite for regulstion of the ser-

vices in said churchin a mapner comsistent
with this dcliverance, and with the law and
tsege of the Church.” This must be allowed
to be a carious finding, in several respects—

1st, Because it sssumes thata law of-the Church

upon this subject exists; 2d, That tuchlaw is
ascertained and agreed upon: 3d, That this
assomed law of the Charch is consistent with
tbe # usage;” and 4th, That both these are
consistent with ¢ this deliverance™—whereas
those who have paid any attention to this pro-

1 tracted controvessy, and are capable of con™
¢ viction, wmust be persuaded that not onc o,
| these assertions is cleas and certain, and tha
: most of them are palpably inconsistent with
{ fact. The difficulty which mects the Presbytery
docs not stop here. The deliverance of last
Assembly is plainly inconsistent with the deci-
1 sions of former Assemblies, particularly tuose
: of 1853 and 1864; and the question wiil natu-
1 rally be asked which of these Assembliesought
10 be obeyed? Shotld the earlier control the
- later, or the later the earlier? Should the find-
1 ing of 1866 bLe interpreted by those of 1863
and 1564, or should these-be interpreted by it?
The diffcrent ¢ deliverances™ of successive
Assemblies have not only contradicted each
other, but some of them coatradict themselves.
The first Assembly which had tke question of
' innocations before it was that of 1858, It
: ¢ solemnly warns all ministers of the Church
against the resk adoption of changes in the
order and form of public worship as cstablish-
¢d in the Dircctory of Public Worship, confirm-
td by Acts of Assembly, and presently prac-
tised in this Church™—plainly implying thst
some changes were or might be not rash, but
deliberate, as those then in view, whether right
or wrong in themselves, undonbtedly were.
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Here, for the first time, we find the Assembly
asserting, as many subsequent Assemblies have
done, that the worship now commounly practised
is identical with that set forth in the Directory,
which it glaringly is not. Following up this,
the same deliverance asserts that, © in confor-
ity with the terms of the Laws of the Church
and the enactments of Purliament)” &c., §c. It
is nine years since the Venerable Court adopt-
ed these astounding assertions—long enocugh
time, one might suppose, for them to find ont
and produce those * laws” and * ¢nactments”
—or to confess to having spoken unadvisedly.

The finding of Assembly 1859, which is the
basis of last Assembly’s finding, may also be
classed umong the curiosities of legislation. It
declares that * the practice of reading prayers
from a book, either in manuscript or printed, is
an innovation upon and contrary to the laws
and usage of the Church;” and then, instead
of enjoining Dr. Lee no longer to read prayers
from a book, or any other way, they only enjoin
him ¢ lo discontinue the use of the book in
question” n the services of his Church-—i.e., all
books in general are contrary to the law, but
one book alone is probibited to Dr. Lee. Was
this contradiction simply a blunder? or was it
created advisedly to give the rev. defender a
loophole if he chose to avail himself of it? We
can hardly believe that so curious a form of
expression, and onc so inconsistent with what
goes before, could have been adopted without
design; but, however that may be, it is indis-
putable that, according to this deliverance, Dr
Lee may read from any book he pleases except
that oue, ** a copy of whick was laid on the
table and is now laid before this house.”

It is not surprising that, when this subject
was again brought before the General Assem-
bly in 1863 and in 1864, these Assemblies were
a little puzzlied how to deal with it, the dif-
ficultics pertaining to the subject itself hav-
jng been so greatly increased by the strange
finding of 1859. Whatever clse those findings
may import, it scems impossible to deny that
they amountto a justification of the innovations
in the 0@ Greyfriars; and if they declare
anything, it is that the finding of 1839 was not
to be attempted to be put in exccution. Dr.
Lec's alleged disobedience to that finding hav-
ing been brought before it, the Assembly of 1863
responds to the accusation in the following
terms :—* The General Assembly earnestly
recommends to ministers and congregations o
refram, in the meantime, from all innopations,
and all such forms, ceremonics, and doing of
whaterer kind in reference te pullic worship, as
scem likely, in any degree, to impair the peaceand
karmony of pzrlicular congregalions.” Even
more emphatically, to the same purpose, speaks
the Asscmbly of 1864; and what makes its
decision the more remarkable is, that it was
carricd against another motion, the purport of
which was to take Dr. Lee on discipline for his
alleged disobedicnce to the Assembly 1859.
¢ Farther, the General Assembly express their
determination, when necessory, to put in force
the laws of the Church in respect to any iono-
vations wheredy the harmony of particular coa-
gregations, or the peace of the Churzh in
general, is distarbed.” Thea foliows a passage
which caa herdly be construed ian any other
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way than as an encouragement to innovations
of the kind complained of.

How is the Presbytery to steer its way be-
tween the Scylla of 1859 and the Charybdis of
1863 and 18647 Nor does it seem possible for
the General Assembly itself to proceed farther
in this case, at least in the way of restraint or
punishment, unless by beginning de novo, The
experience of the last .ine yearsshouid be sui-
ficient to show the:a the folly and danger of
such a course. It cannot be pretended that any
evil has been caused by the practices in ques-
uon; and if a taste for such practices be, as
we believe, extensively diffused among the
laity, especially among the better educated and
the young, they will cxtend and prevail in
spite of hostile divisions in Presbyteries and
General Assemblies. I, on the other hand,
they are merely the crotchets of a few restless
arnd eccentric individuals, they will soon dis-
sppear of themselves, and nothing can prolong
their existence but injudicious efforts of Church
Courts 1o put them down. It is only about
five years since Dr Lee introduced a barmonium,
and now there are seme fifty or sixty harmo-
niums or organs in the Kirk. Reverend fathers
and brethren should pouder this fact, and
should feel thankful that sach an innovation
has gained admittance, hitherto with no loss
(with whatever gain) to the Church, which has
bad the felicity and dignity of leading, instead
of following, in so advantageous a reform.
Almost every attempt to enforce uaiformily in
Churches has been attended with disastrous
cuosequences, besides having invariably failed
to secure what it aimed at. Congregations in
the Kirk of Scotland at the present day are in
p0 temper to submit to tyrannical interference
on the part of Church Courts, and are sure to
defend themselves by means which the mem-
bers of those Courts would be the first to
deplore.

DR. CANDLISH ON “INNOVATIONS”

The winter session at the New College,
Edinburgh, was closed on Wednesdny, when
the students were addressed by Principal Can-
dlish. In the course of his address he said—It
seemed to me sensonable that, in the present
circumstances, your attention should be called
1o the rise and progress of liturgical worship—
that you should note its smalt beginning and
the manner of its growth. That a single pas-
tor should prepare a set form of prayer for the
use of himself and his people may scem to be in
itselfa trifling affair. But the exanple may be fol-
lowed. Uther pastors may preparc Set forms of
prayer, cach after his own tasic or fancy.
And so liturgics may be multiplied—prayer
books of ail surts and sizes, and all shades of
sentiment and doctrine—till all is confusion
worse confounded, or somcthing worse. For
my part, 1 have no hesitation in saying that;af
in a Church in which the practice has not hith-
erto been known, the use of = st form of pray-
er is to be, I do not say impused, but cven
allowed, it would be infinitely safer, and in
every view far more constitutional, that she
shonld hersclf, as & Church, take the matter
into ber own hands, and fix and determine the
orecise form which alone is to be used when
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any form is - -ed at all, than that her ministers
should b. left to muke or choose fur themselves
the liurgies they are permitted to embploy.
Surely the question of the right or the best way
of praying to Almighty God in the great cungre-
gatiou is tov sucred to be made the oceasiva of
anything like legal hair splitting or specia!
pleading on the oue hand, or mere ccclesiasti-
cul wrangling about rules of order on the
other.  Espeeially, [ own, it pains me to see it
treated in a sort of free-and-easy way of ban-
teting retort and verbul quibbling or juggling,
as if the opposite opinious held and acted on
might be lightly pooh-poohed and laughed out
of court by meaus of sume ingenious bat suphis-
tical anaiogy. Nothing is easier than to give
such a clever turn 1o the teriys of the Juestion
at issue—as shall inake the .areless and unwary
laugh at the whole thing as a picce of sheer and
absurd logomachky. Let me give an instance,
one of ludicrous silliness; so much so that, iad
I not myself read the sentence as avowedly
composed by a learned and eminent doctor of
divinity, I wonld scarcely have believed it pos-
sible that any one, howe' ot prejudiced, coin'd
be blind to its absurdity. Speaking of the in-
troduction of instrumental music into our ser-
vice of praise, my felend—for he is my frierd,
mnuch revered und muc’s belosed—in his anxiviy
1o reduce the J'fference Letween the opponents
aund the advocates of the measuwiz to a very
migimaua, vats the question sumewhat thus .—
I3 the pszhinody of tie congregation to be led
by an instrannent, commonly called a pitch-pipe
or furk, or by an instrminent more comphcated,
and commonly callc ] an organ? This seems
like wit if not wisdom. It makes the unfortu-
nate objectors to he organ lock so very fuvhish.
I wonder if my worthy brother had any recol-
lection of the famous judgement in the case be-
ween Eyes r. Nose—* That whenever the Nose
put his spectacles on, by day-light or candle-
light, Eyes must be shut.” For to make his
parallel fair and his argument hold good, when-
ever the singing begins the organ must stop,
Will that satisfy oar “ organic™ friends? The
State of the question as regards the use of a set
form of words in public prayer is sometimes
mystificd, or atiempted to be mystified, in a
somewhat similar style. Thus, this practice has
heen represented as being of the same kind, and
in the samc category with written preparation,
or cven verbal premeditation ; so that a minis-
ter who composes his morning prarer from
week to week, and commits, and delivers it,
zonc of the people having copics in their hands,
is doing what is virtually the same thicg as his
neighbour does wlo reads, or perhaps recites,
the same forms of prayer every Sabbath, the
whole of his congregation having them in
books before their cyes, and duly attering the
responses setdowan for them. I do notnow argue
against the latter of these usages ; ! admit or
rather maintain, that it may be, and often is,
buth cdifying and devotional. Nor do I at'pre-
sent inquire how far such a mode of forethought
as the former of them assumes is always neces-
sary, and how far it should be carrieG. But
surely it is pulting upoa it a very fine point in-
deed to say that my uttering a prayer prepared
by me for the occasion, of which the people have
20 previous knowledge, is the same sort of ser-
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* vice as my uttering, whedier by readiag or by
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rote, the same prayer from Sabbath to Sabbath,
published for the people’s benelit i1 guud read-
able type and lying open buefure ais thair eyes.
Take even the case of the Hlustrivus Clhulmers,
of whick, I must say frankly, a most unwar-
rantable use has been made. [ canuot spenk
ofiis College pragers ft .m personal hnowledge,
but I can remaember his prayers of oid in Glas-
zow. [ do not believe that they were ordinar-
ilv written out by him beforchand, nor did g2
read them. Of oue thing, however, [ ae very
sure, that the prayers of Dr. Cualmers -~ ore
not set forms; they serein ke strictest sense,
if not extempore, pro lempure or pro re nala.
They were carefully adapled from week 1o week
in his pulpt, from day to day in the caaur, to
subject or the vccasiun, ur buth; they came a3
fresh from his heart. as if conceived and ullcrcd‘
on the spot, as [ am frmly convinced many of
them were. 1o putsuch a man, making con-
scicnce of such a manner of public prayer and
the preparation for it, in the same class in con-
wection with some spruce nd dapper super-refi-
ned priestor eleric, ghibly reading, in monotonous
routine and round, set speeches tnat are to lum
and the people alike familiar .as household
words-~is a mode of argument that only serves
to regnll too forcibly Cowgper's witheriag con-
trast in his immortal evangehical poem. [ have
heard much from thase who were present sbout
Dr. Ghalmers' prayer in bis class on the morn-
ing after the sad and sndden death of my prede-
cessor, the noble-minded aml noble hearted
Andrew Thomson. The prayer, as {am told,
was read and written. But the professor wept
as he prayed, and not =2 dry eye was
inal! the class. Was that praging acrording
10 a set form? Was it in the leastdegree analo- °
gous to that mode of prayer? Could there
cver be prayer more truly ex tempore, ex amimo,
ex corde. prompted by the cveuts and cast in
the monld of the Divine Spirit's immediate and
dircct influence, as, with reference to the event,
the spirit of grace and of su_pphcauor.x? An-
other false analogy has been mgpqrtcd.mt_o this
aiscussion as the ground of a similar invidious
argumentum wi hominem—2a preience of a lu
quoque rejoinder almost too ridiculous to be
commented on. Serntons arc nllmycd to be
written and read by individual ministers at
their discretion. Why not prayers also? Oxgc
reply lies obvivusly on the surface. There is
a sophisin here idenuical with the argumeat
with the pitch-pipe to the organ. If I rcad the
sanie sertaon composed or adopted by me from
Sabbath to Sabbath, for any considerablo
length of time—the sermon being printed, and
in the hands of the people, who thus go slong
with me in the reading of 1t—that weuld be a
cascin point and an argument from analogy
in favour of using sct forms of prayer. I think
there is a distinction between prayer and
preaching that itis imporant to notice bere.
Prayer is my speaking 1o God io behaif of the
people; preaching is my speaking to the peo-
ple on behalf of God. At first sight tke for-
mer would scem to be the more solemn and
awfal exercise of the two; aud in onc view,
as regards the awful majesty of .t!m
august Being whom I address, tho responsibil-
ity which wc, the people, and the pastor
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jncur, as to addressing him aright, it may
be admitted to be so. But in another
view the reverse may seem to hold true. To be
the mouthpicce of my fellow men in thair ap-
pealing to God is not really so delicate and
difficult a function as, if I adequately conceive
of its meaning and issues, to be the mouth-piece
of my God in His appealing to them.

EARLY SORROW.
No morn has broken destitute of sorrow;
No night but brings some weary heart relief’;
No day but findg us longing for the morrow :
There must be grief!
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No bappy eyes, unstained by fire of weeping,
Can grasping death with icy fingers close;
No life but sees the gloom of sadness creeping

Before repose.

Soft dew of tears on graves is ever falling ;
With tears are little infants kissed to life;
In tears strong raen and women are recalling

A broken life!

To young and old life’s bitternese ig meted ;
And since to children's hearts its fibre cling,
'Tis bestin early life to have defeated
Grief's shorpest sting!

CLexgxT W, ScotT.

Articles Selectsd.

THE OLD SCHOOLFELLOWS.

Conclusion.
ni.

ARK sat long beyond his
usual hour, musing, and his
waking thoughts pursued

- him in his sleep. Helen
and ber father flitted -con-

tinually across his dreams,

_and during his lonely break-
fast be resolved to call on Mr.
Montrose that afternoon after
bank hours, and urge him
again to give him some work

* that would leave him more at
leisure to attend on Helen.

* ¢ 1t never struck me to seck for opportuni-
ties,” he said to himself, as he sought the

gloomy street, “but I suppose that's because

I am notat tlcisure from mysclf, as that poem

said: a curious idea that, but I sce what it

means.

Nr. Montrose was expected home, and again
he walked into the empty parlour, but this time
alone. Eversthing in it possessed a touching
interest to him—the ciosed work-table, the fire-
screens of Helen's painting, the silk-covered
cushion on her father's chair, at swhich, in the
days of his early acquaintance, he had admir-
ingly watched her working, On the work-
table was a glass in which some flowers had
perished, and their withered heads hung from
its edge. He looked into the glass, there
was no water. liad she placed them there?
Were they the last ornament with which she
had essayed to gladden the room for her father’s
refreshment, and were they therefore sacred
and preserved in memory of her? Or had the
poor things been allowed to pine and die be-
canse she was no longer at band to keep them
in beautiful existence ?

There lay the writing-cas?, but he dared not
invade it privacy. * She must bave the heart
that i8 described in it,” he thought, *since she
is happy on a bed of languishing and death. [
am not surprised to hear it; she was always
lovely every way. Her poor father, how I pity
him{”

Mr. Mootrose, wien he entered, looked un-
feignedly pleased to sec him, and sbook him

cordially by the hand. ¢ This is truly kind,
he said, # whatever has brought you ; have you
thought of & more favourable investment ?¥

“Ohb dear no,” said Mark; “ I hope the old
lady bad a good night : she may sleepin peace
as far as that is concerned.” And then he un-
folded the purpose of his visit.

A flush of pleasure overspread his companion’s
face. * God bless you,” be said, ‘*and return
your kindness a thousand fold ; but you have
weary labour during the day, and want air and
exercise when you are released from the bank; °
and the kind of work that I bave is notinviting
nor invigorating.”

‘*But, aceording to your doctrine,” said
Mark, * there’s mere good to be got in thatsort
of work than in self-secking of any description;
and I don't know whether it is not for my own
sake as well as yours that I should bo glad to
help you.”

The friendly strife ended in Mark beicg ap-
pointed to all the secular work which was con-
nected with the curate's parochial labours. He
scarcely liked to ask after Helen, but he looked
his desirc to know so expressively, that Mr.
Montrose understood, and answered, ®Still.
weaker; but such enduring patience, such
realising faith1?

The occupation be had engaged in was of a
nature so novel and in itself so uninteresting
to Mark, that it taxed his attention and his
paticnce considerably; but what he undertook
he never flinched from ; so punctually and puoc-
tilionsly, he plodded on, often wondering how
good Mr. Moontrose could get through such mul-
tifarious labours as were imposed on him.

Every cvening he knocked gently at the door
in the gloomy street to hand in a note of what
he had done, to ask—what he feared to hear—
the state.of Helen, or to ran the chaoce of sce-
ing ber father for a moment, just to get a word
from bim—bis words now secrned to come so
much nearer to bis heart thao they had done in
former days.

About three weeks after the raceting in the
street be went as usual, hopefnl rather thates
the last few reports bhad been more favourable—
better nights, less cough, ete.—thero might be
a change, & return, as it were, from the grave,
and he pleased bimself with pictuc-s of the
father’s grateful delight, and determined, should
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such be the case, not to return to his plan of
self-banishment. He was now too old and
sober to be at the mercy of a hopeless attach-
ment, and Helen was noelonger in the first
blush of womanhood; he would throw off all
that remained of former feeling and be a brother,
and in that sense a son to Mr. Montrose, for
whom he began to feel a deep and earnest
regasd, ’

Buried in these thoughts, he had reached the
door, and was on the step with the kuocker in
his haad, before he saw that the parlour blind
was down—he had never seen it down before;
who would hare thought of shutting from the
poor room the swall modicum of light allowed
10 it, even when an August sun was chiging in
its strength? He stepped back and looked up
—all the blinds were down.

* Sol—then——".and with & beart full of
sorrow he turned away, went half way dowa
ie streer, then returncd, lingered near the
dopr, and was debating waat he should do,
when it opened, and M. Montrose came out.
The good man started back; the sudden shock
of Mark’s appearance overpowered him, and be
burst into tears, * Comein,” ha said, burrjedly ;
‘“these are the first I have shed ; they will do
me good.”

Mark followed him into the house and beaxd
the brief story—a suddan return of the symp-
toms and death following, but not a shadow on
the soul, .

“ You look so tired, so ill," ssid Mark;

“where wero you going? I mesan, are you
obliged to go out? You ought to be in bed.”
. “Iwasupallnight, butI could not sleep now,’
and I am sent for to another deathbed, where
I must go and tell what I have just seen, to
testify. of the truthfulness of Him who bas over-
come death.”

Mark tried to speak words of sympathy and
comfort, but bis keart was too full.”’

¢ The tears I bave shed have relicved me, I
cannot easily shed them, so you have helped me
greatly, and for long past you have done it.
When I told ber, as I did often, that the extra
time I was able to spend with her was through
your belp in the parish she was much morved,
and from time to time joined me in asking that
you might not lose your reward.”

“Reward 1" said Mark, * why, I have been
less a prey to melancholy and miserable repin-
ings sincc I have done it than I have been for
years.”

% Thea your reward is beginning,” said Mr.
Montrose, with a.faint smile. * He blesses us
in the very act of obedience; in keeping his
commandments there is great reward.”

Mark knew perfecily well that bis motive had
tisen no higher than easthly consideration,and
he made sometbing like a confession of the
same.

“¥ell, doing right has its own recompense;
bat to do right in the Lord's strength and to
his glory and for bis dear sake, oh! that is
sweet.”

1 am hindering you now,” said Mark, * but
sutely at such a time as this you might be spared
a little.?

“Have I just seen the triumph of Jesus over
the enemy, and would I spare myself if I conld ?
No; let ms go while the message burns in my
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heart ; it may be that I may be tbhe bearer of
comfort and hope, even joy, 10 a bed now dark
with the shaeow of death. I must go; do not
fear for me. The blow has siunned me; I feel
nothing for myself; I can only rejoice in her
bliss, and adore the majesty and love of Jesus.
In a little time, whea——"

The very tbought of what he would bave
said choked the words. He meant when that
door—his first resort for so loag in entering
the hcuse—swhen that was closed, its meek in-
habitant gone ; when the loved task of nursing
was over, the blessed communion of saints on
earth at an end; when the silent, lonely morn-
ing, and the silent lonely evening had taught
him that it was s0, thep——

He locked so old, so bent, so thin, so white-
headed, Mark thought, as he turned to look
after bim whea they had parted.

“After the fonersl ke will bieak dows,”
thought Mark. This suddenly-raised interest
so engrossed him that the work at the bank was
far less tedious to bim than it once was, ** What
does it signify wbat 1 do? Work i3 work, and
if 'm honestly employed I may be as happy
when I come to die,as if I had passed the plea-
santest lifeand left the most brilliact name be-
bind me.”

Mr. Montrose did no? break down after the
fuperal. Mark was indefatigable in his endea-
vours to comfort and to belp him, and it seemed
ag if all that he had so long pined after—con-
genial employment and domestic enjoyment—
were granted to bim with his friendship. He
gave up his solitary lodging after a time, and
occupied the now empty room in the house m
‘“the gloomy street,” and thereby cheated tho
morning and evening of much of their loneli-
ness to tho childless man, while he increased
bis slender meanas.

ttHow providentially I met with you that
evening,” said Mr. Montrose, as b¢ sat in hig
chair, leaping on the silken cushion, while
Mark poured out the tea.

% Providentially indeed,” angwered Mark. I
was a mark for misery and disappointmert up
1o that day, but I have been another man since.”

Further conversation beguiled the hour, in
which Mr. Montrose became possessed of all
the early serrows and troubles of his companion.

# You will own I havs had my share of
trials,” said Mark, who bad, however, kept back
the pain his stified affection for Helen had cest
bim.

¢ You have had & wondrous share of preserv-
ing care over you,” answercd Mr. Montrose.

“ Ye-c-5,” said Mark, * no doubt;” but bis
tone convinced his companion that he admitted
rather than felt the fact.

@ IVhat an awful thing if, with suchunworthy
motives, you had entered God's wministry,
declaring you were called to it by the Holy
Ghost," said MMr. Montrose.

“ I hope I shonid have done my best to dis-
charge my duty,” said Mark,

Mr. Montrose very impressively and affec-
tionately tried to set before him the troe and
first quoalification for the ministry, and the sin
of cntering on it, though, in other respects
emincntly gifted, if wanting ia that.

A new light broke on Mark, who listened
Lumbly, and in the end yiclded his full asseat
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to the reasonableness of his friend’s positions,
aud began to see that he had indeed been gra-
ciously dealt with in having been hipdered
from taking a false oath on so solemn a subject.

It would take too much time to follow him
through the next few years, in which his love
for Mr. Montrose daily strengthened, and was
the means of his heart taking o higher flight

and setting itself on things above. The chango -

was so gradual, like the dawn of day, he could
scarcely, on looking back, tell the first turn-
ing from darkuess to twilight and from twilight
to sunlight; but now that he was no longer in
darkness ho could say one thing heariily,
“Whereas [ was blind [ now see.”

Mark’s letters to Tom greatly, though gra-
dually, altered in character, just as be altered.
Tom was far to0 much occupied to pay much
attention to them, but he noticed now and thea
that his old friend was getting more satisfied
with hig lot, and that hw had taken rather to
* sermonising.”

As to Tom, success trod on the heels of
success. Patients from afar came for bis
opinion, and looked for life or death according
to it. He reigned asa king—talent, unbounded
industry (which, at the cost of rest, exerted
itself in keeping pace with all the modern dis-
coveries and opinions of his profession), an
unfailing flow of spirits and indomitable self-
confidence, all combined, kept kim firmly
seated on his throne.

His children were the beirs of bis talents and
their mother’s feminine graces. He was as
proud and as fond of them as he found time to
he; honours on honours followed his sons in
their professional education and early career,
while his daughters married into high and
wesalthy familics. And what more could bo
said to déscribe his perfect felicity ?

On the death of Mr. Monrtrose, which happen-
ed many years after Mark had taken up bis
abede with him, Mark took the whole house, he
could not quit it. In that room Helen bad died,
in this her father. Ilerc ke bad soothed the
last days of weariness and weakness that his
dear old friend was called on to suffer; there
hic had enjoyed sweet converse with him, listen-
¢d to his godly admonitions, and learned
“truth as it is in Jesus.” Oh! no; it was a
gloomy street to most people; he had thought
it so once, but now he saw no darkoess in its
shadows; and as his post at the bank twas
considerably raised and his means increased, he
determined to take the house and live in it
* and die in it if God will,” he thought, ¢ for
it is a very good place to die from.”

 01d Mark is a good fellow,” said Tom, who
was reading his friend’s reply to a brief note
which he bad sent, telling bim ot a large ncces-
sion of fortune be had received through =z
patient’s will : * he's a downright good fellow.
I'in very sorry for him, though he bears it so
well, to have been moped up there all his lifet”

But at length it was Mark’s turn to tell of
fortune, The uncle who, as he once thought,
had so cruclly marred his prospects in youtb,
haviong long passed the average of buman life,
dicd and left bim heir to an income sufficient to
relieve bim from all labour, so that he became
indcpcndcnt and possessed of competence at
ast.
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Although the change his mind had under-
gone had made his vocation a far less irksomo
one, neither long habit nor altered views had
so reconciled him to%it as to make his escape
from it anything but unmixed pleasure. He
announced his freedom to Tom, not rapturously
butin a tone of full satisfaction. In his letter
he said,  For the first time since we paurted as
boys, I am master of money and time sufficient
to enable me 10 pay you a visit. 1 won't offend
you by supposing that you are grown too great
to receive your humble friend ; I am sure, liks
me, you will talk with pleasure of old days;
tcll me when I may visit you, and give me full
directions as to where I shall find you.”

Tom’s first feeling on reading this entirely
reciprocated Mark’s in writing. Many a school
scene came vividly before him, and neither last
nor least remembered was ‘that in the arbour
with which our story opened. Full directions
and a pressing invitation to come instanter were
hurriedly sent by the next post, and Mark, hav-
ing provided bimself with all such wardrobe
proprietics as he thought might make him
presentable among his friend’s family and
associates, started on his journcy.

v,

His old friend was out when he arrived, hav-
ing been summoncd on a distant journey.
Mrs. Nortbcote was sitting in her drawing-
room receiving visitors. JMark could scarcely
have been more disconcerted if he had found
bimself in a Cairo coffee-house, or amoug any
other collection of foreigners, than he was in
his friend's elegant reception room. Mrs.
Northcote’s apologies for Tom's absence he_
heard without secming to understand them:
all he thoroughly received was that Tom was
not there, and he almost began heartily to wish
it were his own case also.

On bis way be had tried to ‘eacy Tom, his
house, his wife, and all around kim; but such
realities as he had yet seen scared awsy all hig
fancies, Mrs. Northcote, with the faded remains
of much beauty, had the cold, collected, polish-
ed manners of a woman of fashion. .

% Was she indeed Tom's ¢ dear Emily,?
Mark thought, as he ventured to look at her
while she was conversing with her other rvisit-
ors. How very unlike anything Ae could fancy
for a wife.

¢ Perhaps Mr. Whittaker would like to retire
to his room?’ A walet led the way to it.
% What a bouse P thought Mark, as he wander-
ed through staircase and gallery, with gilding
and painting wherever they could be bestowed.
The things in his room looked to him as if they
were not meant to be used ; and when he saw
bimself reflected in & full-length pier-glass, he
felt forcibly that he was by no meaas in kecp-
ing with the grandeur around him, nothwith-
standing al! tne pains he bad taken with his
appointmerts.

Mrs. Northcote, after having made several
attempts to show her friendly inclination, gave
him up as impracticable ; and when Tom care

. home at pighi, he found him sitting in a coraer

of the drawing-room, looking woe-begone and
uncomfortable, oppressed and bewildered, with
a book in his band, whick it was evident he
employed only to rest bis eyes upon.
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Mark looked up when the door opened, but
quickly looked down again, for how could he
recognize in the advancing figure the friend of
his early days? the slim form, the eye of fire.
the clear complexion, and the chesnut bair,
where were they to be found in the round and
stooping shoulders, the dim eye, the skin that
showed neitlier health nor beauty, and the hair,
profuse indeed, but sprinkled with grey?

‘% Mark! why how you're altered ! positively
growing grey : and, like me, fallen abroad, as
the saying is. Well, never mind ; let us hope
the chaunge isbut skin deep. Heartily welcome;
heartily, heartily ,” he cried, shaking hands with
all his vigour.

The house, and the lady, aud the furniture,
and the finery, all vanished, like fairies at
cockcrowing, before Tom's cordial greeting;
and Mark no longer wished himself back in
the gloomy street. Tom’s delight at secing his
old friend raired his spirits to an upusual piteh,
and the dinoer that followed (supper, as Mark
innocently and honestly averred it to be), was
such a scene as he had never been & witness of.
He had no eyes nor ears for anything but Tom,
and was enchanted for a time with the display
of lively sensibility, keen wit, and excellent
sense which he displayed at the table. He
thought he saw agsin his old schoolfellow.
The eye rekindled, while the dazzling lights
around disguised the ravages of time that truth-
ful daylight had revealed.

It was late when Mark was alone in his
room, and very late before his mind became
sufficiently composed to allow him to go to
rest. The excitement be had been in was far
from pleasurable in its results; a tumult of
mind, an unessiness of spirit, and at last a
state of depression he hadlong been a stranger
to. Some hours of slcep, aud the glad light of
morning refreshed him. “Iam so strange to
this sort of life,” he said, “and Iwag so pleased
at seeing Tom, I lost my balance. 1 shall
manage better to-day.”

The valet answered the bell which Mark had
much trouble in finding, it was so elegantly
placed, and, in reply to his inquiries about the
breakfast time, said there was no particular
;ima, but breakfast would be on the table in an

our.

He was glad of the hour, and spent it in
reading, meditation, and prayer, thouga his
thoughts would continually waunder back to the
scepe of last night, and thence to the days of
his boyhood. Punctually, when it had expired,
he sallied forth oa a voyage of discovery for
the breakfast room.

A voyage it was, but none of discovery. Qut
<f one room, inte which be would cautiounsly
peep, into another be went, but no sign of
breakfast. Standiog hopelessly on the broad
landing, he determined to wait till he could
catch some stray pilot. One appeared at last
in the form of Mrs. Northcote’s maid, who led
him to an ample apartment on another floor,
where breakfast was laid out, but in which
there was no one to receive him. Here, in great
parplexity of mind, and very hungry,he wander-
cd up and down for nearly aonother hour,
heartily wishing at last that ho was at his own
comfortable table, with bhis little back teapot
and round of hot toast. He was getting des-
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perate, when the lady of the house entered,
and hoped he had not waited—had he been
attended to? Why had he not rung for goffee
or chocolate, or what he would? How very
sorry she was.

So was Mark. How should he know he was
to order his own breakfust in another person’s
house? He thought Tom's ¢ Emily” niust have
fallen off considerably since her marriage,
when he bad described her by letter as the very
perfection of ¢ wife and womanhood.”

Mark enquired for Tom. Dr. Northcote was
out. He had been sent for to see u baronet
living ten miles away ; but he hoped to be back
by two o’clock to luncheon.

¢ 1t must be a bard life,” said Mark.

¢« Very——aund so irregular ; and he is so tired.
I have but little of his company,” answered
Mrs. Northcote.

The rest of the guests assembled one by one,
and Mark learned with regret that Tom bad
breaklasted alone at seven o'clock.

¢ ] wish I had known that; he should not
have done that. I would bave been with him.”’

¢ Oh, Mr. Whittaker, it i3 impossible to be
bound ‘to his unearthly hours,” said the wife,
languidly.

When Tom returned at two o'clock be looked
hollow eyed and tired, Mark thought; and he
confessed to not having slept. * The fact is, I
have rather overtaxed my sirepgth. My con-
stitution wae a tough one, or it would not bave
stood it ; but I get reminded occasionally that
it is on the wear out. Howover, it's of no use
grumbling: we must take good and bad
together.”

When Mark bad been a week with bis old
friend, bis first emotions being calmed down,
he was ableto form a just estimate of that con-
dition on which he had for many years bent an
envious gaze, and when be had cease? to envy,
an admiring one. He saw. incessant labour; o
strain never relaxed; a tax on the brain—on
the spirit and temper; on the bodily health,
that made himn tremble for no distant future.

# He must break down—he must soon break
down,” he sorrowfuliy thought.

He saw that irregular hoursand other causes
had vitinted his appetite. lis food must be
highly seasoned, and coaxed down with stimu-
lants. “ Ab, those stimulants " sighed Mark,
as he watched his friend’s often-filled glass.

% Tom, if I were to drink a fifth of what yon
do, I shonld be——. Oh, where should I be 7
said Mark.

« Habit, old boy, habit,” said Tom, ¢ but
look at my work ¥?

«Yes, I have been looking at it this week
past,? saia Mark, “and wondzring bow you can
do it, and why you do it.”

% How I do it often puzzles myself, but 1T get
through by book or crook; but why is another
matter. ! am obliged to do it.”

« T don’t see that,” said Mark.

# Why, wonld you. bave me give up my
my practice, now it is at its height?”

“ Your family are provided for.”

“ Yes, certainly—nearly so; but they will
not object to afew thousandseach, I dare say.”

¢ They witl not wish for that &t the expense
of your good, body and soul, if theyare worth
working for,” said Mark, stontly. .
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¢ But, vou know, there is Emily. You would
not have me take hier out of her proper station,
now 2"

# i shoald think Mrs. Northeote would be
thankful to have ¥ ‘u delivered,” said Mark.

« Ob, my dear fellow, it can't be yet, it can't
be yet; ia fact, I couldn't live anidle life. 1
have Uten so used to onc of activity and
excitement, I couldn’ Hiear quict.”

“ But you will have to bear it, Tom,” said
Mark, gravely.

# Weil, when 1 must T must: bat I havea
few years of work left  me yet.”

# You might, at any rate, spare yourself a
little,” urged Mark.

& Ng; that s the evil of it: T must do all
or nonc. 1f one of the boys had shown any
predilection fer medicine, ['should have had
help, and might have backed out while push-
ing them on; but ther wouldn't undertake the
slavery, and no wonder! for it requires a Her-
cules aud a saint to go threugh with it”

“ You are a Hercules,” said Mark.

“ Hut not » saint, I suppose ?” Tom rejoined,
with balf 2 smile. .

# That's best known to yourself,” said Mark.

“ Well, I must have had some sort of saint-
skip, 1 think, to have borne all I have berne.”

#in your letters you always spoke of
triumph and encouragement, and nothing clse.”

o Couleur de rose,” said Tom: * that’'s my
way. I was always for carrying a banner with
Victory an it—declermined to conguer. Turn
your back on defeat, and you arc hall waz to
success I

Mark was silent.

# Don't yor remember how 1 earried ail be-
forc mc at school ? and how I told you I would
do the same at Phipson’'s—in iy hospital
course—in iny opening praclice, and after |
fhiad cmbarked wmy all it this concern; and
have done it, and donc it well™™ said Tom,
proudly. ¥ Whal makes yon look so grave and
sigh 7" be added, balf angrily.

“ Wy, Tom, I have learnt that the end of a
thing shows its worth betier than its beginaing
or its course, and—and

EWell 7

= Well; I was thinking, then, if vou mast
have it, and won't be offended,—how will your
brilliant Life end ?°

“ How? said Tom, with affecied gaicty,
S why, I skall die in the fall bLlaze of repa-
tation. The journals wili declare the profes-
sion kas susiained an irreparable loss, and I
shall have a marbie pat up to me with "

“ Oh, don't 1alk lighily, I teseech you,™ said
Nazk, © on such a sabject. Death isa solemn
sthject—and cternity. My dear friend, who
can rightly cstimale its awful imporiakce ™

“ AL, very trme.” said Tom, looking at his
watch. * voz have had more time to attend to
thege things, You sece. That has been one
adraatage of your humdrum life (for which 1
have fo keartaly pitied yo3). Doclors have many
cxcuses ; they can't be expecied to be saints”

« Hat yoa—docior o7 no doclor—must ik a
* sanng i you wish to be maved,” said Masrk.

“1 hope there are Tariclics of sainly” said
Tom, somewhat moodily. “1 mara't ¢ a

grext talkes, bat 1 hope 1 have done some good
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in my gencration. Perhaps 1 may be as much
missed as many that are in the calendar.”

*“ There is one thing only that makesa saint,”
sn'u; Mark, disregarding the latter purt of Tom's
reply.

“Well, I can't wait to hear what that is,
now.” said Tom, * for I have an appointment,
and must harry. Emily hopes you will go with
them to some sights, this morning, and we will
talk about these things after we get home to-
night from Sir Hervey Thorne's, where we dine,
at seven.”

¢ In case we have not an opportunity then.”
said Mark, holding Tom's arm,”  remember the
word of warning, ¢ \What shall it profit a man
if he gain the whole word and lose his own
soul 7"

The opportunity did not occur: and from that
time Tom avoided private conferences with his
old schoolfellow. In the first place, he disliked
the truth. Conscience, whick he preferred to
keep slumbering, made him uncomfortable
when disturbed : and in the next place, he was
offended, though too pelitc and amiablc to show
i}, that onc on whom he jooked down as an
inferior in iutelicct should presume to teach
him,

When Mark was once more in his dull par-
iour in the gloomy street, he offered the sacri-
fice of thanksgiving for the mercics of the way
in which he had beenled. He had long believed
that all had been graciously ordered concern-
ing him, but now his ¢ye had scen it: and
when he thought of his own weakness, and the
case with which templation would have assailed
him, he blessed the God of his life.

Rut if he had brought home perfect acquices-
cence and thankfulness for his log, he had also
brought & new work—a new care.  That Tom
should be delivered from his present entomir
ment in thick clay was his daily prayer—his
heart's continaal desire. At the risk of estrang-
g him hewrote and plesded, wrote and plead-
ed.  His letters were often unanswered, but he
wrote again.

At length Tom, & weeck by reason of discase
long fought with, butl now yiclded to by neces-
sity, expressed a special desire that Mark shouid
be summonced {o his house,

He went. The brilliant iatellect had suce-
cumbed : there were intervals ia which the
light shoace stcadily, but they were bhrief ané
rare.

AMark sat by the bedside, watching his time,

j restmg has whole trast for power and wisdom

on Him who has promised his help in time ¢f
need.

There was a pompous foneral: great @es
sweiled the train.  There was much talk o
grief and logs ; bat before tears were dricd, and
sighs had cexsed. the name of Di. Northeole
was meationed chieflly in association with ks
saccessor ; and very seon it was virtually for
Rotien, so well did the pablic and the prefessios
bear their irveparable losk .

This was of no importance to Mark: &Ly
heart clang fo other thingse. Rroken expios-
sions of sorrow for sin ; trembling questions of
4 What must 1 do to be saved 7° and the dFisg
pressore of the hand that had been locked iz
his daring the lagt agonies—a pressure ke bud
asked for, saFing, © My brother, if you love it
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Lord, an’
asign?’
Shall any ask how Mark Whittaker lived the
remnant of his days, and how ke died ?
Once, during his first visit to Tom, he had
said, when talking to him of his past life, that

= sprinkled with his blood, give me

the Lord Jesus had been indeed 2nd in truth a |

friend to him. Tom said, politely, he thought
such language very unbecoming and too fami-

liar, and asked what he, in plain words, meant |

by it.

y“ I mean that [ sce pow all his warz have
been mercy and truth. I mean that I love bim
because he has enabled me to do it.
friends are my friends ; his cnemies my enemies;

His

03

; bis work my work ; his pleasure my pleasure;;
in fact, my mind is made up, through his grace,
to bo one with him in all things.

! Tom rather wondered at the enthusiasm of

| his friend; but when Mark urged this same

| Jesus on him, on his dying bed, he heard him
with an anxious desire join in the same lan-

| guage. .

As he could teach; as he could minister; as
he conld warn; as he could exhort all within
i his influence; so did Mark Whittaker to the
end of his days. And when that end came,
. what be had found the Friend he had confessed
in life, he found Him in death—present, faith-
ful, sufficient. .

1

Sabbatly Beadings.

HEAVEN THE SCENE OF CHRIST'S PRtESTHOOD.

* We have such zn high pricst who ic set on th;'lﬁght hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”’
EB. viii 1.

HE particular doctrine con-
cerning our Lord's priest-
hood which the Apestle

asserts in these words is, that

the locality or scenc of that
pricsthood is heaven. Al that
he has hitherto said on this
exalted theme runs up into this,
that heaven itsef is the
adequate and true home, scenc, or sanctuary
of the priesthood of Jesus. Ie sums up
in this the various statements he has already
made concerning the suitableness, efficiency,
permanence, and value of this gracious
office, which Christ as our Redeemer
exceutes.  Ie carries us gradually, step by

step, through the appointment, ordiration, !

sacrifice, and sucecess of Christ in the
pricstly office, till he shows us the Son of
God cxalted, as the High Pricst of his
people, to the highest throne of heaven;

nar is he content to lay dowa the pen of |

inspiration on this lofty topic till he has
piaced it before our view in the glorified
person of the Priest himself, shining in the
glorics of the immediate presence and
manifested majesty of the living God.

Bat he pauscs now.  Now hc looks back
on all that has passed under our review,
and he sags: “Of the things which we
have spoken thisisthesum : We have such
an high priest, who is set on theright hand
of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,
a minister of the sanctuary, and of the
trae taberoacle, which the Lord pitched,
andnctman.”  Many precious and wonder-
fal stataments he has made concerning this

priesthood. e sums them all upin the |

doctrine that the scene or locality of its
permanent ministrations s heaven.
The doctrine or fact thus asserted throws
a very powerful light on various of the at-
tributes or characteristics of Christ's pricst-
hood. We select the following : —
I.—1ts reality.
TT.—Its effectivencss.
TT1.—1ts perfection.
IV.—Its permanence.
V.—Its exceeding glory.

I.—That the scene or truec home of
Christ's priesthood is heaven demonstrates
the reality of the pricsthood of Christ. The
inspired reasoning of this cpistle goesonto
shew this.  “ For,” says the writer in the
4th verse of this chapter, ** if ke were on
i carth, he should aot be a priest; ™ his
« priesthood in that casc would be illusory,
i
i

superfluous, and unreal. Had ke continued
““on carth " for the alleged purpase of car-
. rying on the functions of his priesthood
1 here; or had he, on ascending to heaven,
: abdicated or abandoned the office altoge-
| ther; had this world been the native hewme
i and exclusive scenc of his sacerdotal office,
1 it would have cvacuated the office of all
, reality.  Far, in that case, ke could have
; taken rank only with the priests of the tribe
| ¢ Levi; secing that “ they are the priests ™
i —the only recoznised and consoerated pricsts
| e that offer gifts according to the haw.”
i For such a pricsthiood, on the part of Jesus,
there was no necessity.  Neither was there
any seope for i, For “*itis cvident that
our Jord sprang not cut of J.etd, but ont
of Judah, of which tribec Mases "—who was
charged with ail the appointments relating
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to that priesthood—* spake nothing con-
cerning priesthood.”  And, furthermore, it |
is matter of history that our Lord never
performed one service of that priesthood—
never offered a single sacrifice acoording to |
its rules—nor lifted the veil of its holy
place—nor burnt incense—nor touched with
one finger any of its priestly ceremonies.
Such procedure i his case, with reverence
be it spoken, would have been Uezziah's sin
repeated, for '* it appertaineth not ugto
him;” and ** 0o mao taketh this office upon
him baut he that is called of God. as was
Aaron.’ It was to another species of priest-
hood that Jesus was called when God glori-
fied him. favinz. » Thou art my Son. -this
day have I becotten thee  Thou art a
priest for ever after the order of Melehize
dgek ™ The functions of the Levittesl,
priesthood were confined to this world. The
earth was the scene, the only and adequaste
home end locality, of that priesthood.
Aarnn was no more a priest when he died,
He carmmed pot his presthood with him
into hesven  He was express's, and by
specisl disine arranzement, stripped of his
priestly robes, and left them all behind hum
for he left his office beeind him  And the
reason was, that the whole government and
kingdom with which his priesthood stonad
connected was sn earthly government ar-
bitrsrily appointed by God.on a hmited
scale. confined to Isrsel. and desizned to
last but for a time  That goveroment. 1o
which God wss King in Isrsel. and Moses
his cabinet minister. was not the universal,
necesssry, and eternal moral government of
(God—in whose one and alr-embracing sweep
Jehovah doeth amongz the armies of heaven
snd the inhabitsats of all the earth sccor-
ding to bis pleasure. For that universal
government he oould not srbitranily set up |
at the mere pood pleasure of his wil, for 1t
1s of necessaty and not of srace  Nor eould
he hmit it to Isrsel for 1t 1s pecessanly
universal.  Nor oould he abdicate and set
it aside, for of neceswty 1t endureth for
ever. Amoog Isrdel he erected under him-
self s soverergnty-appointad. special. himited.
sad locsl government—iemporary also. and
insertad ss s mere parenthesis 10to the his-
tory of his one moral government of the race
The acepe of that government or kingdom
was Jodea, " Immannei's land." Offences
agunst thst government—such as being
unclesn by tonching s desd body or s boos |
—might be expisted by the services of
priesthood which. 1n correspondence with
tbe knngdom. was an earthls jocal, 20d tem-
porary pnesthood. The acene of 1ts fune
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tions was earth, and earth alone. All its
procedure, relations and effects were con-
fined to earth: and when its priests were

translated to Heaven they were Levitical

priests mo more. To this priesthood Christ
did not belong. He was descended from
another tribe in Israel than they. And
if earth were the only adequate home
and scene of his priesthood, not haviog
their priesthood, be would have had none
whatever,

But he had a priesthood. and a real one.
and it reality is illustrated and proved by
the heaveniy home and seat of it, at the
night haod of the throne of the Majesty in
the heavens

For Christ s priesthood appertains to
that univer<al and eternal moral covern.
ment which (4 from his throne in heaven
exercises. not over the twelve tribes of
Israei. butover sll respoosible agents  The
sin which Jesus came to expiate was offence
against the moral law and moral govern.
went of the Most Hich. The offence
which Aaron and his priests could expiste
were against merely ~ the law of a carpal
commmsndment " —-the merels  arbitrary
tranazressions, such as any king om earth
may plesse to say he will not tolefate in his
court  Vanous things in themselves indif-
ferent—so far as the moral law is concerned
—God. 8¢ king in Isrsel, was pleased to
sa¥ were intolerable to him. as the taberns.
clinz in the camp of Iarsel, and 1n the holy
pisce of hie kingiv court. and temple-worship
there.  And the shedding of biood, that
“* could not put sway sin ' or moral defiie
ment. he was plessed by the mrnistry of an
earthiy priesthood, to appoint for the put-
ting away of these offences that were not
moral  in such humble pniesthood and it
services he that came down from hesven.
had no share And had his priesthood
pever been carmied into hesven, he conid
realis have had 1o pnesthood at all.  But
ain, 8¢ azainst the everlasting mora! Jaw, s
ommitted  agsinst, not the temporary
King of Isrsel, bat the everlssing God of
hesven. oonsidered as the King whose king-
dom raleth over il To expiate this, Jesaus
becsme 8 pniest after the order of Meichize
dek . sad though be died on earth. because
the scene of sin's aocurrence must be the

. adene of sin’s expistion. the reality of his

nesthood 1s illnstrated by the fact thst 1o

esven—the palsce of the moral universe—
he 18 s pnest for ever, at the nght hand of
the throne of the Majesty above.

I1.—The fsct that heaven is the pative
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home and scene of the priesthood of Christ | type of Christ's priesthood. had it not been

illustrates its efectiveness or its success. In

what cobsists the effectivencss of priest-
hood ?

munion or fellowship: for the conduct of
acceptable worship. But the worship of a
king is around his throne. Access. there-
fore. to his throne must be secured by
priesthood, if priesthood is to be effective
or successful.

When Jehovah was pleased to erect his
theocracy in Israel—to become for a time
the national king in Jeshurun, with Moses
as his prime minster of state cntrusted
with the whole administratinn and execu
tive—he erected 1n  Israel his

palaoe)
which was his temple alw. and 1n1ts s

cred penetralia be set up his sacred throne.
The mercy-seat was Jehoval s throne in
Israel. The Shechinab-glory dwelt betwern
the cherubims. a sensible and earthly
manifestation, as’ the whole government
was earthly, that lsrael's Shepherd-king
was among them. Concerning this throne
in the holy place, Jebovah said ** There
will I mect with thee, and 1 will commiune

* with thee from above the mercy-seat and from
between the cherubims © (Exod xxv 22,
And Israel was wont to say  Give ear, O
Shepherd of Isrsel, thou that leadest
Joseph like a flock , thou that dwellest be
tween the cherubims, shine forth  Before
Ephraim, Benjsmin, ard Msnasseh sur
up thy strength, snd come snd save us.
(Ps Ixxx. 1, 2,

i 1f Jsrsel¢ priesthood was to be truly
efacient—if thetr sermice and mimistry were
to be successful—1f they were truly 10 - a
oompilsh the service of God '—if they were
ot uiterly to fail in the whoie cbject and
desyn of therr office. 1t beboved them to

secure acoess 1010 the tabernscie, and unto -

the very throme of their king  Qn the
great dsy of stonement they did so unto the
attermost  Theirs was, within 1ts own
imits, and 1ts own adeguste and nsuve
wene, an ¢fhaent snd successful pnesthood
~—thoroughiy efhctent and successful in 1ts
own sphere  Its sphere was bt the uni-
versal mworal government of God . &nd it 1s
unpossihle that the blood ofbuils and of goats
oould take awsy mp—an, which 1s trans
gresson of thet moral law by which the
universs] moral government of God 15 car-
nad on. Bat within 118 own lenumate
sphere in the hmited. and nsuonal, and
temparery theocracy among the chosen poo-
ple, 1t was stnkingy and {::;md; SueCess-
tul  World it pot bave been s very poor

Priesthood is designed for recon- '
ciliation ; for removal of obstacles to com- °

50 ? DBut it was effective and successful.
On the great day of atonement the blood of
the vicum procured entrance for the high
priest within the veil. The innermost pene-
tralia of the temple, the most sacred, most
secret dwelling of the King. his most im-
mediate presence. his very throne became
accessible to Israel in the person of Israel =
high priest  Israels divine king unvetled
his glors to his people. He shone upon
from between the cherubms e hited
upon them the hghtof hiscountenance He

. procimmed his good pleasure 1o thew. his

biessing, his love He answered the pruy-
er of their wosprred hiturgy - God be mer-
cifui unto us and bless us. and cause s
face to shine upon us that thy way
may be known upon earth, thy saving health
among ali natnons.” (Ps lxvn 1,2)) And
this was through the eficiency and success
of the priesthood he had estabiished in
Israei.

Within the lumits, the scope and  sphere
of this priesthood even Jesus, the Son of
God. had he partaken of 1ts office and min-
1stry, could not have bevn more succesful
That priesthopd. indeed. he was not endow-
ed with. But the priesthood into which
he had been called. must 1f successful, have
s similar 1ndex of 1ts success It was 8
priesthood that stood related to the ever-
lastinz and wniversal moral government of
God. The throne ¢f that government is
pitcbed 1n no worldly tebernacle made with
hands It is not fixed upon the earth, but
high sbove all heavens ('louds and darkness
are round aboutit  No created glory. as be-
tween the cherubims  flames upon it. no
representative maienal splendour 15 en-
throned ther  but the King eternal. im
mortal, snd mvisible. personsily sats upon
it and ten thousand times ten thoussnd and
ten thousands of thousands wait upon him.
hearkenmng to thg voice of his command-
ment It 1s scoek throuzh ail the ranks of
the hoiy ones there, which s prnest minie
terioz tn what pertains to morsl Jaw and
universs! moral goverament, must secure
for Lz brethren, if his priesthood 1s to be
crowned with success  Its chents mast ob-
tain sdmission there, i their priest can
mansge and mipister efcientds i ther
ssus and sermice Ther must be sble to
ssy * Who shail lsy aovthine to the
charzy of God s elect ? Itis Chnst that
died  ves. rather, thst is nsen sgain
WHO IS EVEN AT THE RIGBT HAND OF
Gop " They have reason and nght to sy
2. Thar pnest bas been suecessful in bis
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priesthood. “We have such an high
priest, who is set on the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”

IIT.—It is a continuation of this line of
thought to remark that the heavenly home
of Christ’s priesthood illustrates also the
perfection of that priesthood.

4, The first covenant was not * faultless;”
and its want of faultlessness was illustrated
by the fact that it had but “a worldly sanc-
taary.” (Heb. ix. 1.) 1ts priesthood was |
imperfect : and it could not possibly be
otherwise. secing its only scene was this |
world.  “Perfection.’" 1t is strongly assert- |
cd. *was not by the Levitical priest- .
hood.” (Heb.vir. 11.) “ Thelaw made
nothing perfect.” (Heb. «ii. 19.) Meats ,
apd drinks, and divers washings, and car-
nal ordinances—being all merely the beg-
garly clements of the world—could only
keep men in a certain bondage, never lifty
ing them above the realm of which they
were themselves the elements. These ** were
but a shadow of good things to come "—not |
cven rising to the character of “~the very -
image of them " (Heb. x. 1.) They were
“ weak " and ' unprofitable.””  They did |
not * profit,” for they did not * perfect ™

them that were exercised in them. They |
*could not make the comers thereunto per- |
~fect.” (Heb. x. 1). They ¢ could not:
make him that did the service perfect as '
pertainiog to the conscience.” (Heb.ix 9 )
For the conscience asserts man's relation to .
higher interests than those of carth, and
binds him“to a government of larger sweep
and longer duration than any special gov-
crnment that God estabhished among the |
seed of Abraham after the flesh. It testi-
fies is relation to the universal moral gor-
ernment of the God of heaven, and no:
carthly priesthood can minister or mediate
to 1ts sstisfaction or perfection.

But the eternal Son of God is a Priest |
from heaven—from the bosom of the Father |
—and the heir of all things  Perfection !
is largely and variously affirmed of his |
priesthood. He was humself ** made perfect |
through suffering” (Heb. ii. 10), and |

|
1

!

* being made perfeot, he became the aunthor
of eternal salvation.”’ (Heb. v. 9.) « The
Jaw made nothing perfect. but the bringing
in of a better hope did, by the which hope
we draw pear unto God " (Heb. wii. 19),
now that our prniest hath entered as * the
forerunner 1nto that within the wveil " |

Heb. v1. 19), even *“ to the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.” |
This perfection be resched i the triumph !

‘

Pl
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of his holy sacrifice; and it is proved by
his inauguration on his Father's throne,
“ Behold, I do cures to-day, and to-mor-
row, and the third day I shall be perfeoted.”
And every one shall %e perfected as well as
his Master. For by his one offering he hath
for ever perfected them that are sanctified,
secing that this man, when he had offered
one sacrifice for sin, for ever sat down at
the right hand of God.

The priesthood of Levi was effective in
itsown sphere ; 'its sacrifices ** sanctified to
the purifying of the flesh.” But it rose
not beyond the sphere of earth—it acted
by ¢ the law of a carnal commandment.”
It could not penetrate with its virtue, and
efficiency and powers, to ** an endless life.”
It could not bring its services and fanec-
tions to bear on man’s decpest relation to
God, and his position as a subject of his
eternal moral government. There was a
great sphere of influence, interest, and rela.
tion, from which it was npecessarily ex-
cluded. On man’'s prospect and pasition
in that sphere it had no bearing whatso-
ever Dimly it might shadow forth great
truths belonging to that sphere, but it
could not rise to its clevation, it could
exert no influence on its interests. It
could keep the Israelitish kingdom from
falling to pieces, it could accomplish the
service and fulfil the conditions on which
the continued residence of the divine She-

~ chinah among Israel depended; and it

mizht restore to the lapsed and unclean
wurshipper the privilege of returniag into

~ Isracl's camp, and re-engaging with accept-
i ance in Israel's ceremonial worship. But

it could not satisfy the demands of the
moral law, it could pot obliterate the

; guilt of sin as the transgression of that

law; it could not glorify God as a moral
ruler. nor pacify the conscience of man ass

| 'moral agent, concerning the forgiveness of

sins, it could not re-admit apostate man
to the family of hesven. It could admit .
him no further than into a * sanctuary
made with hands, which was but the fizure
of the trme.” (Heb ix. 24 ) But Christ's
18 & t priesthood. It appertains to
no limited sphere, and no temporary inter
ests, and no arbitrary and local kingdom
It sppertains to the universal government
of God. It deals with six. It magnifies
the moral and eternal law. It pacifies and

urifies the conscience of man, Dot asac
sraelite, bis as man-—as s moral egeat, o
sebject of the one all-embraciog govern-
ment ranging over heaven and earth, and that
graeps every moral being by  the law of ”
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no “carpal commandmeat,” but in * the ‘ there is the rainbow of the covenant, round
power of an endless life.” It hath left no | about the throve. There no jarriag sound
demand of universal and cternal justice | of disharmony or derangement beats to tell
unsatisfied ; it hath neglected—or passed ; of something still unsettled or ieft unhealed.
over unvoticed, unshiclded, or eclipsed, or | The storm of Divine wrath is past, and no
injured—no requirement of God's eternal ! clouds return after the rain. ¢ For this is
kingdom that ruleth over all. It hath left : as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I
no attribute of God's nature unglorified, | have sworn that the waters of Noah should
and no elementsof man’snature unrectified ; ! no more go over the carth ; so have I sworn
no clement of man’s ruin unretrieved. It | that I would not be wroth with thee, nor
hath knit with eternal firmness the broken i rebuke thee.  For the mountzins shall de
bond, by the disruption wherec ‘man wasset | part, aud the hills be removed; but my
adrift from heaven, an alicn and an outeast ! kinduess shall not depart from thee, neither
from God. It hath poured the splendours ' shall the covenant of my peace be removed.
of “glory in the highest ” around God’s i saith the Lord that hath merey on thee”
character, and cstablished, by the power of « For this man, continuing ever, hath an un-
things immutable, the purity of man's ! changeable priesthood ; able to save to the
character, the peace of his conscience and | uttermost all that cowe unto God by him,
his heart, and the blesseduess and joy of ! seeing he ever liveth to make intercession—
his destiny. Its virtues presail to reach ' such an high priest indeed becomes us,
unto the highest heavens, and to save from * holy, and harmless, and undefiled, separate
going down unto the pit even those that ! from sinners, and now made higher than
are worthy of the lowest hell. It sweeps | the heavens. ¢ For the law made nothing
sin away ““ as far as the east is distant from ! perfect, making men high priests that had
the west ;" and “ as far as the heavens are ¢ infimity ; but the word of the oath maketh
higher than the earth, <o far doth it remore j the Son, who is perfected for evermore.”
our iniquities away from us.” Its sweet . (Heb. vii. 28.
savour fills the souls of belicving men on IV.—Our thought runs on, without a
carth with tranquillity, and the soul of God | break, into our fourth channel of remark—
in heaven with rest.  To Jehovah it is “a  namely, that the heavenly locality of Christ's
savour of rest ;" and to those that believe it ; pricsthood illustrates its permuncnce.
gives admission into the rest of God. It | Its permancnce, indeed, necessarily re-
1s perfect. It is absolutely final and con- ! sults from its perfection. When that which
clusive. It seals up in*a a fearful Jooking- | is perfeet is come, then that whichis in part
for of vengeance and fiery indignation those ! is done away; but the perfect, which re-
who reject its love and ministrations, shut- } places the partial, is not itself donc away—
ting with the key of David the hell of the ! it abideth. The pricesthood of Levi was
unbelieving, and no man can open; and it | imperfect; for the pricsts were men that
seals and perfects intoa hope most sure and | had infirmity, and “ they were not suffered to
steadfast those that humbly trust to its me- | continuc by reason of death.  This man, be-
diation, opcning heaven for them by 2 new | cause he continucth cever, hath an unchange-
and living way, and giving them boldnessto § able"—an  intransferable—* pricsthood,”
enter in. and “cver liveth to make intercession.”
All this is truec. And all this is most i In the virtue of his onc perfect and perfect-
obviously truc by the fact that its ministra- { ing sacrifice, he for czer sat down at the
tions ave conducied, as in their rightful | right hand of God. The priesthood of
native home and sanctuary, at the right | Levi, even if Aaron, could have lived
hand of the throne in the Majesty in the i through all its dispensation, was. for other
heavens. The central throne of God is the | reasons, so imperfect, that it could not but
goenc of this priesthood, a terrible place of | pass away. It hiad no moral virtue or
testing and of peril to a priesthood that | valuc in its ministrations to cstablish an
were not perfect; for there, on that stain- | everlasting covenant, and it coald not
less seat of holiness and icnderest moral ! operate upon the conscience and the heart
sensibility, any thrill of imperfection, un- | of Isradl, to keep Isracl true to their King.
profitableness, deficiency, or fault ansing | For, in itself] it neverreached the reaim of
anywhers in all the universe, would vibrate | conscience; it could not make them that
and tell with the power of many thunders, ! did the service perfect, as pertaining to the
2nd manifest itself with worse than the | conscience; -and it could not renew, and
lightnings and the darkness of Sinai, the | rexulaic, and control their wills. It could
mouutain that might be touched. I3utno; ! only © sanctify, to the purnifying of the
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flesh.” THence, it was not faultless, and its ; eternal. Priesthood now can receive no
covenant could not be eternal. They brake | higher promotion; it cannot any more
it, and the Lord * regarded them not.”” He { be brevetted; it can rise to no loftier
introduced a new covenant; but from the | rank.  No step in the peerage of the king-
moment that he uttered the words, “ a new | dom now awaits it; no brighter coronet can
covenant,” he made the fizst hold.  “ Now ! sit upon the head of the priest upon his
that which decayeth and waxeth old is { throne; and no more august title in celes-
ready to vanish away,” and the covenant l tial heraldry remains to dignify the name
and the priesthood vanished simultancously; j that is above every name. Continuing
for they are so bound together that the fall ! ever, his isan unchangeuble and everlasting
of the onc entails the fall of the other. 1f © priesthood ; and the song of angels and of
there be a change of the pricsthood, there ' men which celebrates the worship of the
must be, * of necessity, a change also of the { Lamb of God rejoices in the enraptured
law” (Heb. vii. 12), or constitution, or ) recognition of its cternity. “Worthy is

covenant, under which its provisions were
arranged and its ministrations were con-
ducted. But it vanished in a manner not
to be regretted. Its believing worshippers
had all along fled to it, professediy as an
interim arrangement. They got them to
the mountains of its sacrifices and its spices
of incense, only till the day should dawn
and the shadows flee away. For the Law
had but “a shadow of the good things to
come;” and when the day dawned the
shadows fled unizourned, for the substance
was of Chnist.

The covenant which his bload sealed,
and in which his priesthood ministers, is a
¢ faultless” one, * established on better pro-
mises;” cancelling the guilt and the re-
membrance of sin, providing the regencra-
tion, the obedience, and the final persever-
ance of its clients. It is an everlasting
covenant, ordered in all things and sure.
The redemption he obtained cre he entered
into the heavenly sanctuary, was an “ cter-
nal’” redemption, fulfilling on the cross all
conditions of the Law, and rendering any
further claims on its part lnpossible;
trampling death into the dust of death, and
making death’s reappearance or recurrence
as impossible for ever.
heights unto the jowest depths it swept,
with victorious power, through all realms
where evil could dwell or opposition rise.
The trinmphing reach of it is ‘“high
as heaven: What canst theu do.” O sin
and unbelief? Its penctrating foree is
“ decper than heil :” How can yc “ prevail
against it,” Q ye “ gates of hell?””  “ The
measure thereof is longer than the carth:”
“ Look unto me, all ye ends of the carth,
and be yesaved.”  Itis ¢ broader than the
sca:¥ be it your confidence, all ye “that
arc afar off upon the sca” It cannot be
excelled, it cannot be supplanted, it cannot
be repiveed; and, in token thereof, it is at
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty
io the heavens. It is final, conclusive,

the Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, ana
honour, and glory, and blessing.”  And the
high refrain sounds forth again,—* Every
creature which is in heaven and on earth,
and such as are in the sea, and all that are

}in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and

honour, and glory, snd power, be unto him
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb, for ever.” For ever ! It is perfect,
penmanent, eternal.

V.—That heavea is the home, and
heaven’s high thione the adequcte and
native seat of this priesthood, illustrates
not cnly its reality and its effectiveness, jis
perfection and its permanence, but alss its

From the highest |

exceeding glory.  There is gloryiu all reai
‘ priesthood. 1 am not very sure but an in-
; vestization of Scripture might prove hat
the prefound idea which revelation conveys
by the mysterious word glory, is chiefly, if
not uniformly, suggested in conuection with
t pricsthood, and as flowing from it and se-
i cured by it.  Certain it is, that when the
| Priest came to earth, the heavens rang with
i the angelic anthem, “Glory to God iu the
! highest.”  And, doubtless, it is safe to say.
| that where sin hath been, glory cannot
comie, save by priesthood ; fortheantagonist
: of glery is shamne, even as death is the op-
i posite of life, and priesthood’s function 15
1 to turn sin, the occasion of shame, into the
! counter-occasion of exceeding glory. How
I great, then, is that glory!  How great the
! glory of priesthood finally and perfectly
' trinmphant, so as cven to be seated on the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in
the heavens! Even Aaron’s priesthood
was glorious. Its garments were formed.
by divine command, “for beauty and for
glory.” But if that which was done away
- with was glorious, much more that which
! remaineth is glorious!
| Butthe glory of this vriesthood is be
. yond scarching out. We must have felt
* already that we have been bordering o the

———— e ettt
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limit where our powers of speech and me-
ditation are baffled and arrested. Let it
suffice to say, that the principle concerning
the glory of the priesthood, as scated on the
throne of God, 18 this, that it is intrustde
of God, in the hands of his own Son, with
all power and dominion, in heaven "and in
earth, for the furtherance and completion
of its ministration of love and of saving
power among the sons of men. To our
great High Priest in the heavens every
Knee doth bow, and every tongue confess.
Every region of the universe is subject to
him in his priesthood. Honour and majes-
ty are before him; strength and beauty
are in his holy place within the veil, where
Jesus hath entered, as the forerunner ap-
pearing in the presence of God for us.
“The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou
at my right hand, until I make thine enc-
mies thy footstoul,” and antil * those whom
I have given thee be with thee, that they
may behold thy glory, which I have given
thee, for I loved thee before the foundation
of the world,” “The Lord hath sworn, and
will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever,
after the order of Melehizedek.” (Psalm ex,
4H.
)Suﬁ'cr two closing appeals.

1. To the unbelieving.— You cannot but
fecl, I trust, that these meditations bear
down, with accumulated, and, I should
hope, through the blessing of God, with re-
sistless force, on the folly, and infatuation,
and offensiveness of jour neglect and unbe-
lief. Whatthink ye of Christ in his priest
hood? Or rather, What think ye of the
unbelief that despises him in the functions
of an office, in the execution of which the
Most High God has thought kim worthy to
sit “at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens™? If a dull des-
pondency, beneath the guilt and pewer of
sin, has paralyzed you into the unbelieving
neglect of your salvation, I call upon you
to contemplate the real cfficiency, the per-
manent and perfect power, and the illimi-
table glory of Jesus, in the very office on
which salvation from sin so entirely hinges.
And if consciousness of defilement, and un-
worthiness, and shame, cause you to shrink
away from the High Pricst, by how much
the more he is glorions in his office—as it
with Peter, you would say, “Depart from
me, O Lord, for I am a sinftl man"—I
beseech you to consider that his office can
have no play nor power, no fruit nor glory,
no viodication and no meaning, save as it
deals with sin—to put away its shame and
its defilemeat, to rob it of its victory over
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you, and to quench all its fraits and power
for ever. Therefore, put your case, with’
faith and confidence, into his hands, how-
ever evil it may be; and his own right to
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens is
perilied, if' from deficiency, either in power
or comnpassion, ke fail to deal with it succes-
fully.

2. To you who believe on his name.—
How steadfust should your faith be! “See-
ing that we have a great High Priest, that
is passed into the heavens—dJesus, the Son
of God—let us hold fast our profession.”
How believing and expectant your suppli-
cations! “Let us, thercfore, come boidly
to the throne.” Ilow spiritual your wor-
ship and how heavenly, free from all carnal
ceremonies and all beggarly clements of
this world, secing that your sanctuary is

-not, as of old, a“worldly” one, but heaven-

ly, within the veil, and in the very presence
of God! And how safe is your position,
and how sure your prospeets! Contem-
plate habitually the great responsible agent
and minister of your salvation, us a priest
at the right hand of the throne of the Ma-
jesty in the heavens. Bcehold him bring-
ing all the influence and power with which
he is there endowed to bear on your full
deliverance from sin, and full attainment
of holinessand blessing.  There is no back-
sliding into which you are fallen, from
which his intercession cannot recall, and
relicve, and restore you; no sin for which
he cannot procure your forgiveness: no
corruption which he cannot obtain for you
supplies of grace to snbdue. There is no
blessing which he cannot confer, and no
cnemy which he canuot destroy; nor is
there any possible conjuncture i the affairs
of your salvation which he does not foresce
and provide for—indced, arrange rather,
and manage, by his own love and power.
He sitteth in the central throne of majesty
and might; and in all the universe there
is no power of evil which, from that cen-
tral seat of influence and glory, he cannot
charm or crush into helplessuess, and no
power of zood which he cannot awaken and
cvoke into your loving interest, and the
promotion of your welfare and salvation.
Are ye not complete in him who is the
Head of all principality and power, ha-
ving redemption in his blood, by whom
wereall things made, whether they be visible
or invisible, thrones and dominions, or prin-
cipalitics and powers, and who now, as the
High Priest of Zion, hath in all things the
pre-cminence, sitting “‘at the right band of
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens™ ?
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EVENING LIGHT.

AY—a happy harvest day—

. Passes peaceful to its close ;

Labour loiters, pauses play,
And fer both awuits repose.

Over ficlds of gathered sheaves

Flocks of fleccy clouds have strayed ;
Qver bowers of autumn leaves

Gloom and gleam alternate palyed.

Now the skies on either hand

Part like seas, and clouds sail o'er,
To the golden pebbled strand

Of a white celestial shore.

Now the shore is growing grey!

All grows grey from east to west!
And half sad we turn away,

With o« dim and vague unrest.

Turn again! the sun is low,
And a pale cloud, tinged with red,
Glows as swift as blushes glow,
Spreads as swift as blushes spread.

Caught from cloud to cloud, the flush
Deepens as it kindles still,—

In the west a burning blush,
Tainter on the ecastern hill.

Swiftly too the glory fades—
Even as we gaze it dies;

Surely too the night invades,
And the rapture sinks in sighs.

Like a vision of the just
At his latter end it is—

Sober day of work and trust .
Evening glow as grand as this.

Life and labour both are done,
Drawing near death’s solemn night;
Yet, at setting of the sun,
At the even-time is light!

Back o'er all his life it streams,
All tbe round of life its sky;
Love is burning in its beams,
Hope is lighting him to die. Isa Craia.



