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PREFACE.

ITowever imperfectly the work of another year has been performed in con-
nection with our denominational periodical, it may not be out of place te
state, that the aim has ever been, conscientiously to advance the objeets of
Congregationalism in Canada, linked however with the highest and gravest
consideration of the general interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom.

Periodical literature is a department of service for Christ which we feel
persuaded it would Le impolitic and unwise to neglect. To impress the pub-
lic mind, and to leav: traces in future ages of the prineiples of the New
Testament as having operated in the formation of these rising countries in
British North America, demand the vigorous and faithful use of the Press.
Congregationalists in Canada, and their coadjutors in the neighbouring Pro-
vinces cannot afford to be uunrepresented. For the diffusion of information,
for the defence of priuciples, and to spread the great and glorious trutbs of
the everlasting gospel, an agency like that presented by the Canadian Inde-
pendent is valuable and indispensable. Ts it then too much to ask a zealous
co-operation in aiming at a decided success? Could our Magazine not be
borne by the flowing tide of your support and prayerful interest on to a posi-
tion of power and influence ?

Amid the care and responsibility which our position entails, two features
of the year’s work have been especially pleasing to ourselves. One, the
embellishment of our pages by the life-like portrait of the honoured Profes-
sor of our Theological Institute ;—and may the churches never fail to possess
a succession of t..e and noble men, worthy of being thus had in remem-
brance and honour. The other, the frequent call to record intelligence of the
progress of the great work of God in these revived and favoured times; 2
satisfaction which would become intensified a hundred degrees had we to
declare such things as wrought among ourselves.

Bowmanville, May, 1860.
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WHERE ARE WE?

Religious men, admit the importance of self-examination. Lurking evils are
thereby detected in the hidden chambers of the heart, and brought out to the light
of truth, that they may die. Immense advantages issue from the enquiry, Where
am 1? to the mind searching for truth. The clear perception of the true posi-
tion of an argument, is necessary to its succesful establishment and dcfence. In
war, the mystery thrown around the movements of armies, and the comceal-
ment of the ground occupied, may secure success. A knowledge of the exact
position of the Allied forces, in a recent battle in Italy, might have shielded Aus-
tria from ignominious defeat. The utility of a calm and clear view of the actual
pusition of important questions, affecting us in our work for time and for eternity,
is evident.

This question we do not put as to our Editorial position, with the burdens and
hopes of another year before us; or as to the prospects of the Canadian Independ-
en, trusting that the question shzall be solved at the close of the year, in a satis-
factory account, resulting from the generous support of the churches, and the
enlightened contributions of gifted brethren to the pages of their own periodical.

It is in view of the state of the churches, and the position we occupy as a
denomination in this country, that the question has suggested itself, as likely
to stimalate to thought and action; and may lead to the elucidation of
great traths, affecting our progress and the glory of Christ, if an answer were
given by some of those honoured brethren, who have been in this field from the
beginning,.

Here we ure, at what may be deemed the commencement of our Ecclesiastical
year; at such a time, the tabernacle of the Lord was set up. The meeting of the
Union may be deemed a culminating point; we review the past, we anticipate
the future. It should e like Pisgah. It is a time of stock-taking. The review
of the ground has impressed on our mind the fact, that God has blessed us with
gradual growth ; that we are ready for more work ; that our firancial condition
is good ; that we have no reason to draw back discouraged, but are ecalled to go
forward, seeking a higher degree of spiritual vigor, a stronger faith in God, and .
an undaunted spirit to utter fearlessly, the truth as it is in Jesus.

Where are we? Qur work is before us, let us understand it, and accomplish it.

We are in churches that maintain a testimony, which, to be effectual, demands
the consistency of huly living, and the supremacy of Christian love.
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We are in o land, that needs much of the leavening influence of the gospel.
The fearful prevalence of crime, as proved in the frequency of public executions,
—the firancial and commercial trials which have for many months depressed the
people,—the political and moral movements of the country—=ll set before the eye
-of the Christian, the truth, that righteousness exalteth a nation.

We live in a day of special interest. The light of the gospel is breaking over
many benighted countries. The bloody Moloch of war, is gorged with the sacri-
fice of thousands. An age toc of mercy. as well as of judgment, in the remark-
able manifestation of God’s grace to hundreds of thousands, in America, in
Sweden, in Britain, in Ireland, These events eall us to a calm consideration of
our spiritual state and condition, to awake to our work of prayer and effort, till
we rejuice to find that we are in the midst of a revival of true religion in Canada.

EXTRAORDINARY WORK OF GRACE IN IRELAND.

As cold waters to o thirsty soul, so is good news from a far eountry. The
North of Ireland is at present the thentre of a most remarkable revival. Ireland so
long the difficulty of British Statesmen, the scene of late years of striking changes
and rapid development in the improvement of the physicial and educational con-
dition of its people—has been visited in the Northern counties with one of the most
extraordinary awakenings of which we have read. The Provinceof Ulster was from
1623 to 1641, the scene of a remarkable revival of true religion, the inhabitants
were then men, *“ripe for a great manifestativn either of judgment or of mercy””
-but through the labours of persecuted ministers, who fled from Scotland and
England, many souls were converted. That same land has st present a time of
refreshing from the presence of the Lord. One aceount that we have seen at-
“$ributes the uorising of this movement to the personal effort of a Christian woman
from England, who in a mission from house to house during 1856, in the district
of Ballymena, laboured for the conversion of souls: “ye must be born ngain,”
was the mighty truth enfurced. From a statement made to the Synod by the
Rev. David Adams, on behalf of the Presbytery of Ballymena, it appears that in
the region much attention had been given to the great revival in America. By
the pulpit, tracts, and prayer-meetings, the people were earnestly solicited to call
upon God for a copious outpouring of the Ioly Spirvit. And further it is stated
that,

Owing to the brief, earnest, pointed addresses to the people at the winter Sabbath
-evening sorvice in the sanctuary, bearing directly on their spiritual condition and
prospects for eternity, a deep and solemn impression was produced, and some were
led to the Lord. More particularly, in consequence of a sermon at the ordinary public
worship-on the first Subbath of the new year, several were persuaded to commence to
‘read the Bible entirely through this year, and to have family devotion and small social
prayer-meectings in their own dwellings, for the conversion of sinners and the growth
-of holiness among the professing people of God.

About this time a young man greatly concerned for his own soul, came from the
‘parish of Connor to his relatives near Ahoghill, and through his earnest entreaties and
prayevs, they were almost instantancously couverted by the sudden effusion of the
Spirit of God, it is believed, feeling deep convictions of sin and need of the mercy of
Jesus.  Having obtained peace and joy through believing in the Friend of sinners, they
joined with others in prayer and reading of God’s Word at private dwellings, in
school-houses, and at length in the place of public worship. And now, about the middle
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of February, the work of God assumed a much stronger, more sudden, and rapir develop-
wment.  Men and women, old and young, married and unmarried, parentand child, edu-
<ated and uneducated, rich and poor, furmer and weaver, morul and immoral, were
suddenly struck with an overwhelming conviction of their sin and dunger, and inmmedi-
ately thrown into n state of bodily suffering and mental excitement. They did exceeding-
Iy ‘quake and fenr’—the whole frame sometimes agitated with uncontrollable convulsion.
The party so affected felt irresistibly compelled to pray ; and did ery loudly, unceas-
ingly aud with intense enrnestness, for pardon of sinand ncceptance with God, through
the mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They have no shame of Christ and his cause;
and men, who before would have mocked nt the name of religion, now delight to tell
what God has done for their souls; and many of them have a great desire to come to
the Lord’s table. Prayer is the great distinguishing feature of this blessed work. Prayer
dnily nbounds in houses, in the family, in the socinl meetings in school-hou-es, in the
open fields, in the churches ; and the fluency, power, and rap. fervency of these devo-
tions aimost surpass belief, ¢like the rapt seraph that ndores and burny,” while many
leave their busy work in mid-day to attend some of these meetings, as they occasionally,
incidentally, and unpremeditatedly occur. Even bo, s and girls not more than twelve
years of age, and others hitherto ignorant and carcless, exhibit both privately and
publicly, an impulsive energy in prayer truly astoniching.

Conviction of sin is often instantancous, and is frequently accompanied with great
phystcal excitement; our readers may judge of this from the fullowing remarks
taken from the Ballymena Observer: * We paid a short visit to the Presbyterian
Charch in Wellington street, at a very late hour of one evening this week, and a
description of what we observed on that occasion, would have corresponding ap-
plication to the proceedings of almost every other evening for the last fortnight.
On entering the gate of the enclosure we found fifry or sixty persons, of both sexes,
assembled in the open air abont'a young woman of very interesting exterior, who,
at an earlier hiour, and while in attendance at services within the cburch, had:
been suddenly and very deeply impressed with a conviction of sin. In this case,
the usual outburst of mental agony was past, and the sufferer had partially re-
covered strength, but was still too weak for removal to her residence. In the
vestry-room, we beheld a scene which it would be impossible to forget, but equally
impossible to describe. The apartment was filled with persons of both sexes,
who had been borne from the church under the most excruciating agonies of
strong conviction—some of them ina fainting state—some prostrate and moaning
heavily—some shuddering in every muscle from mental excitement, which they
found it impossible to restrain—some calling upon the name of the Lord Jesus—
some ejaculating prayers for grace and fuith—and others crying aloud in frenzied
supplication for heaven’s mercy. In one corner of the room we observed a gray-
headed old man—trembling in every limb; and regardless of all ar. urd him—fer-
vently and audibly imploring Gzd to pardon his manifuld transgressions, for the
Redeemer’s sake. A boy, some fuurteen or fifteen years of age, was writhing in
fearful agony of mind upon the fluor, calling incessantly for merey, and for de-
liverance from the expected torments of an anticipated hell. *Oh, Saviour of sin-
ners,’ he exclaimed, ¢ deliver me from fAss horrible pitl’ <Oh, Jesus of Nazareth,
set my feet upon tZat rock!” In another part of the room ayoung man was re.
clining in a state of partial stupor, in the arms of & more aged supporter, who
was earnestly labouring to tranquillize his mind with words of gospel consolation.
At this moment & young woman, who had previously been carried from the-
church in a state of insensibility, and had been seated on a choir of theapirtment,
recovered animation, but immediately thereon, fe!* prostrate with her face towards
the floor, in a most frightful paroxysm both of soul and body. Every possible as-
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sistance was rendered to this person by some pious members of the congregation,
who were necessarily in attendance, but, fur a sonsiderable period, her suffocating
sobs were mingled with appalling cries of terrible despair. The other cases in
the vestry-room were of a milder class, and scme of them had not occurred on
that evening for the first time—several of the parties Laving been previously
among the number of the reformed—but they had become so deeply affected whilst
attending the services of the chureh, that, being unable to restrain their feelings,
they were obliged to retire. 'The prevailing emotion among this class of the con-
verts was exhibited in silent tears of penitence and gratitude—or in an outburst
of prayer.”

We give an individual case:—

One of the most remarkable cases on record occurred at Ahoghill on Sunday. The
object of visitation was a hoy of that neighbourhood, well known as one of the most
wicked and abandoned characters that ever tronbled & commuunity—a public nuisance
‘n fact —a wretched outeast, whose heart was filled with malice towards man, and his
mouth with blasphemy towards God. He had never seriously atiended nt religious
services of any description in the whole conrse of his life. Ile was a mocker of all

‘prayer, and delighted in mimicry of the revivalists,  Whilst a congregation of Presbhy-
terians were as-embling for public worship, he stationed himself near the entrance of
the church, and there, in language of the grossest obscenity, he annoyed, reviled, and
cursed the passing people. After some of them he shouted, “Ha! ha! the devil will
zet hold of you to-day "’ To others, he cried, * Ruo fast, or yow'll not get the touch I’
Now, we state a fact well known to bundreds of the population when we sny that within
one hour, and long before tho separation of the assembled worshippers, that wicked boy
was struck to the earth as with a thunderbolt! He fell prostrate and senscless upon

-the very scene of his iniquity ! It was at first supposed that he had been sumnoned
to.finul retributicn at the bar of the Omnipotent; but the visitation was *in mercy,
and not in judgment.” Apimution was restored; and with it cawme the soul-piercing
stings of an awakened con-cience. His despair was exhibited in words and gestures
too horrible for a description: he writhed in mcntal agonies for which the imagination
can find no parallel.

Recent intelligence represents the work as spreading with great power, the
Belfust News Letler of the 13th and l4th June, says that it continues to progress
daily in Belfast ;—Cookston, Drumreagh, the Miltown, Maghera, Dervock, Carnaff,
Stranosum, Dundrod, Purt Stewart, Ballymoney, Macosquin, Parkgate, Bally-
clare, Coleraine, and Portrush, are also visited with gracious influences. In Bel-
fast there is a delightful unity among all Christians, and the most learned and,
venerable ministers of Christ in that City. are engaged in the movement. Dr.
-Cooke lectured on the subject, and expressed himselfstrongly in its favour, he would
give no opinion on the bodily symptoms-—he had been told by those who had es-
perienced it, that it was perfectly irresistible—but this he did know, that the
-spirit.-in-his power was there. Dr. Morgan stated at a prayer meeting, that up-
wards of 100 were under conviction in the neighbourhood of Stanley Street, and
many had found peace. In some parts of the city, there are cases of spiritual
-enlightenment in almost every house. Even where the parties have attended
none of the meetings, they have been struck down at work, or by the dumestic fire-
side, and it has become necessary to send for persons to join in prayer with and
for them—in most of the cases, the issue has been of the most blessed deseription.
Like as it was at the miraculous draft of fishes, it has been remarkcd, the nets
are actunlly breaking in Belfast,

In glancing at these marvellous accounts of this work in our day, some Frures
are more strongly impressed on our minds than others. Thus, it is supposed,
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that in one regicn, more than the number at the day of Pentecnst, have been con-
verted. Roman Catholics and Unitarians have felt the power of the truth.—
Qrangemen, in some localities, meet for prayer, and have formally resolved that,
should any of their number not sanction the holding of a prayer-meeting in his
house, they would huld it outside his door ; but none have for a moment thought of
refusing his best accominodation for the purpase.  The majurity of thuse who have
been impressed, have found hope and peace in Christ.  The testimony of an eye-
witness, the Rev. F. F. French, who visited Belfast for the purpose of satisfying
himeelf in regard to the great awnkening and its effects, is thus given:

¢« Sume persons might be disposed to ask the writer, * Do you think that the
work is the work of Go1?” My reply would be, * Whether it is so or not, can
only be proved by the permanent fruit : but this I must say, that I believe that up
to the present every conceivable variety of fruit which the circumstances adinit
of have been brought forth.  “ Love, juy, peace, lungsufiering, gentleness, good-
ne-s, faith, meekness, temperance, love to the brethren,” have been most remark-
able. Drunkards have become sober, restitution made of stulen property, and
bitterness tawards Roman Catholics, if any such feeling ever esisted, has most
certainly heen removed, I ~collect one expression in a prayer which I heard,
¢ Lord, thou hast done for us what controversy could not do; Lord, du still more!”
Those who came to mock have remained to pray.  Those who would have burned
the Bilde now read it, and blasphemers nuw speak the praises ot Christ till they
are hoarse, and waft the good news by letter to their friends in America.”

In view of these statements, we adure the grace of Gud, and ery, the Lord hath
done great things ror tuey, whereof we are glad, This cannot prevent the
solomn thought that we in Canada cannet say ror us. There have been mercy-
drops, but no wide and general refreshing. Do we not occupy an awful position ;
our neighbuours in the States have been largely blessed, and puw wo have tidings
from the old land of deep interest in divine truth, and wide spreading influence
and power with the word of God ; and are we to remain unvisited and unblessed ?
For the love of souls let us sigh and cry for the abominations that are done in the
Iand. Let our iduls be broken ; and vur prayers turned in the right direction,
that the Lord our God may prove our helper, and that right early. Let us pause
and ask, wuer=srore is the Lord a stranger in this land, and as » wayfaring man
that turneth aside but to tarry for a night.

REFLECTIONS OF A CONGREGATIONAL VISITOR TO T{IE FREE
CHURCII SYNOD.

This is an earnest, energetic and able budy of men, of such a sort that they
cannot fxil to make their mark upon the land.

How rapid has been the growth of this body ! In 1814, the Synod was formed
with eleven ministers; now there are one hundred and fifiy. But in duly esti-
mating this inerease, we must bear in mind that there were then thousands of
Scoteh and Irish Presbyterians in Canada, unsupplied with ordinances by their
own nunistirs, and that a very larg. emigration of the same claxses has since
taken place.  Most of these were the lawful inheritance of this Church. What it
bus acquired from other sources, we bave no means of kavwing,.
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The Synod seems to breathe a Christian spirit, but i3 there not too little of
actual devotion ? The writer was not resent at the opening of a “sederunt,” hut
they were closed with the benediction only—no praice or prayer. Nor were there
any meetings designed expressly fur informing and stimulating the people of the
place. This all but exclusive attentivn to dusiness gave the whole too parlinmen-
tary an air for an ecclesiastical assembly. Perhaps time fuils. If 8o, it seems a
pity that some of the debates could not be cut short.

The mode of conducting business is much after the fashion of other legislative and
judicial bodies. There is great freedom of discussion ; the usual popular signs of
approral or dissent are freely used ; and more nuise and confu-ion prevailed at
times than the writer expected. Az compared with larger Presbjterian buodies,
the conduet of the debates here is not 80 exclusively in the hands of **leaders” of
the court. Ten days were occupied in the present s2ssion, but befure it was over
the meeting dwindled down to a very small number. Sume of the most important
items of business were transacted by the remnant of the body. In respect of
securing attendance, Presbyterian aufhorily seemed to be no more powerful a
bond than Congregational fraternity.

We learned something about creeds. One lesson was, that # i very hard lo
make one. The chief business befure the Synod wag the question of union with
the United Presbyterian Church. Committees of Union, afier several years of
labour, bad produced a basis, which the United Presbyterian Synod had adupted,
aflter much discussion, by a very large majority. But among even that mnjority
were some who were not wholly satisfied with it, though glad to accept it fur the
sake of a union on some terms. Nor was it wholly satisfactory even to the mem-
bers of the Free Synod, while, for a like reaswn, it was accepted, also by a majo-
rity. Bat the debates caused by alinost every phrase in the ticklish articles were
enough to show that if the Westminster confession had not been made long ago,
and become venerable with age, and so unsafe to meddle with, lest innovation
should nerer stop, it would be an interminable task to frame it now. Again, we
gathered, that a ereed, when made, was nof of so muck service as some suppose.

"Ilere were articles, not relies of the antiquated past, but fresh from the pens of
living men, with the authors themselves present to interpret them ; yet there wag
a most serious difference as to what they meant! Suill more, it was contended
that there was, or might be, a tacit interpretation held of the words, that would
nullify their sense. The ame Aments proposed did not seem to us to make the
matter more clear. It is notoricus that creeds, in every church that uses them,
are held with more or less of allowed liberty of interpretation. How strictly or
loosely, must depend on the condition of the living body. Buat if that condition
is heulthy, will it not repel fundamental errors without a creed?  And if un-
healthy, will it not admit them in spite of one?

We were disappointed in the hope of getting some light en the Voluntary ques-
tion—especially on the duty of the civil magistrate, a3 such, to Christ—though
this was the point chiefly debated ; fur the discussion turned, not on the ductrine
itself, but on the meaning of the basis, and the views beld in the United Pre~by-
terian Church. Such is usually the course in public budies, civil or ecclesiastical.
Debates do not accomplish much for the discovery of truth. There are too many
gide issues and personal questions, and too much need of parlinmestary manage-
ment, to allow of such a result.
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It is very clear that the Voluntary question is viewed in a very different light,
aceording to the ¢ stand-point” of the spectator, whether he be in Scotland or in
Canada, in an Establishment or out of it. Though the standards of this church
are unaltered, the general tone of sentiment in it is much modified by its position
and experience. The process will go on, and the body will gain by the change.

We cannot withhold the trilute of our respect from the minority oa the Union
question.  With one or two exceptions, their argumentation was calm and solid,
and nro one could doubt the sincerity and depth of their convictions. Particularly
did we admire the temper manifested by their acknowledged leader, Rev. Dr. Bayne,
of Gilt. We have seldom seen defeat borne so calmly, while not an inch of the
position he maintained was abandoned.

The debate, and its result, show that for the maintenance of the truth, and the
exclusion of error, church courts are, after all, but imperfect securitics. The
course pursued by the mujority evinced, in the Judgment of the minority, in which
were such men as Drs. Bayne, Willis and Irviue, either a diminished soundness
on the doctrine of Christ’s headship over the nations, or an indifference, almost as
famentable, to the necessity of bearing a testimony on the sulject.

Further: the decision of the Court may bind the action of the whole body, but
not the opinion of any individual. The minority record their dissent; and all
the “collective wisdom™ of their brethren, the largeness of the majority against
them, and the authority vested in the Synod by the Lord Jesus Christ, as they
believe, do not weigh & grain against their own personal convictions. Where
such thorough independence is practised, ought not the claims of synodical power
to be somewhat abated ?

The prospect of a cordial and unanimous union between the two Synods still
seems remote.  On both sides there are inflexible minorities, in which are leading
men. They are not likely to yield, nor is it desired to drive them off from the
united body in opposite directions, arnd so form three bodies in attempting to con-
stitute one out of two! Neither discussion, nor the outside popular pressure—
though it be so sirong—is likely to produce much impression on such men as
stand in the way. Their opinions are settled, and matters of conscience.

In dealing with other matters, it was instructive to find that, in relation to min-
isterial education, for instance, the very same difficulties have to be encountered
under another ecclesiastical system, and in a larger and wealthier comwucity,
that we have to encounter ourselves. The pecuniary maintenance of Knox Col-
lege is a matter of much difficulty, although the students board themselves. The
deficiency of the young men’s previous scholastic training was stated to be very
grievous, and at present irremediable, while, as weo find it, they appear better in
the actual wérk of the ministry than at an academical examination.

The French-Canadian Mission questi~n is referred to another committee—Dr.
Burns, convener.  We gather that the views of some parties in the Synod—rviz.,
that this and almost every Christian work should hc carried on by the Church, as
such, and not by a *society’”’—do not excite universal or even geueral sympathy.

‘These notes do not aim to be a report of the meeting of the Synod, but simply
a brief record of personal impressions received during occasional attendance, and
therefure they do not allude to many matters of great importance which came up.

We are well aware that nothing like a complete view of the working of the
Presbyterian system can be obtained by observing the proceedings of a Synod.
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More depends on the “lower courts,” as to the details of administration, ang
every question of importance is remitted to the Presbyteries for their judgments
thereupon.  But we gather from what has come under our notice, that much of
the power of the system consists in thre national homogeneity of those prufessing
it, and the strong traditional hold which its doctrines, polity and usages have
upon them; and that, where these fail to seeure conformity, there is necessarily,
in the Canadian church, a very gentle exercise of the right of supreme jurisdic-
tion, and a very constant regard to the acceptableness of any measure to the

people.
F. . M.

ON THE PERMANENCY OF TIIE PASTORAL RELATION ;
BY THE REV. A. LILLIE, D.D,—AN B33AY, READ AT THE RECENT MEELLNG OF TUE
CONGREGATIONAL UNION, AND PUBLISHED BY REQUEST.

Everything connected with the Pastoral office impresses on it a character of
sacredness. Christ — the Sun of Gud and Saviour of sinners —is its originator;
it has for its end the accomplishment of the objects for which IHe poured forth
Ifis precivus blood on the aceursed tree ; the qualificativns demanded of such as
assume its duties, involve the possessivn of all the higher attributes and charac-
teristies of the Christian life; while its motives are the most sacred and exalted
by which even a sanctified nature can be moved, and its responsibilities the most
tremendous of which we can formr a conception. Ieace, both he who takes this
office upon him, and they among whom it is exercised, should feel that they stand
upon holy ground, and govern themselves aceordingly. Al trifling with it—
whatever the'form it may take, or the party chargeable with it—is sin, a crime
against God, and a wrong done to man.

Whatever the position we occupy, the Divine will forms the rule to which we
are bound to conform our conduet. This principle is of universal apphlication
because Gad has made us and all things for Himself, and maintains us and them
in being for the ends for which it was originally bestowed. In the case of the
Believer it applies, however, with a special imperativeness, inasmuch as he bhas
been “‘redeemed, not with corruptible things, such as silver and gold, but with
the blond of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot,” and regene-
rated by the Huly Spirit, that he may live to * Him who loved him, and pgave
Himself for him,”—thereby obtaining for Himself a right of property in him,—
may “glorify God in his body and spirit—which are lIis”” We have no righs to
please ourselves, or make our own will our rule in anything. The thought of
even attempting it should £ill us with borror, will do so if we bave made but a
very moderate proficiency in the Divine life. With respeet especially to what
has reference to the kingdom of God should a holy jealousy be felt, will it, in
that case, be felt.

Proportioned to our anxiety to be governed by God’a will, will be our desire to
koow itas an indispensable preliminary thereto, the readiness with which we admit
the proofs and manifestations of it, and the honesty and earnestness of our endea-
vours to ascertain it. .

The sources whence we may gather the Divine will in relation to any specific
act or course of action are two, to wit: revelation, and the circumstances in
which we find ourselves placed.

As to the length of time during which those who enter on the Pastoral relation
should continue in it, the NewwTestament—the law-book of Christ's kingdom—
says nothing expressly, though the whole manner in which the office is spoken ¢f
would seem inconsistent with the notion of mere temporary engagement.

Between the office of Evangelist and that of Pastor a difference exists, which
has an important bearing on the question with which we are dealing ;— we
allude to the generality of the character of the furmer, while that of the latter is
limited. Unless restricted by the terms of his commission, the Evangelist’s
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sphere is the world ; while the relation uf the Pastor is confined to a particular
chureh, conferring on him no right to perform Pastoral acts out of that church,
anless their exercise be invited as a matter of Christian courtesy or convenience.

Such being the fact, every exhortation to perseverance in the performance of
Pastoral duty addressed to the Pastors of the New Testament, would seem to
involve the idea of cuntinuancein the relation with which it stands associated, and
out of which it takes its rise. Of such exhortation, the language of Panl to the
Lphesian Klders (Acts xx. 28-32), may serve as an exumple,—in the whole air
of which, continuance would seem implied or pre supposed, though the primary
idea iz, without doubt, fidelity while the relationship existed.

Keeping in view this parficular relationship of the Pastorate, the qualifications
required for it, with the empbasis Jaid un their possession, add strength to the
arcument in favour of its permanence,—the perception of their necessity being
difficult on the supposition of mere temporary connection.

Generous as is the spirit of the New Testament, there is about it nothing of
slackness. [t recognizes no half-qualification for action, has no sympathy with
the spirit which wounld satisfy itself with this or aceept of it. Of every man to
whom a function is entrusted, it requires full fitness for the performance of the
Sduties involved ; but such fitness he dues not possess who feels it necussary to
relieve himself or those among whom helabours, by repeated changes of lucation,
or whom the churches need to dismiss with this view to fresh ground. Hence,
except in circumstances very speeizl, no man in whose case such a course would
be requisite, is justified in placing himself in the position of Pastor at all.

By the above considerativns a presumption is, we conceive, established in
favour of the permanency of the Pastoral relation, which should deter from its
light severance in any case. But this presumption, the design of the office, viewed
in connection with the circumstances in which it is exercised, greatly strengthens.

The Pastor’s work has reference specially to the moral and spiritual interests
of his people, those on which depend their present Christian enjoyment, their fit-
ness for the services required of them by their Saviour and Lord, and their ever-
lasting felicity.  The care of these interests forms his charge. His office having
their promotion as the design of its institution, adaptation thereto must rule
everything connected with it,

To establish the propriety of any course of action in connection with the
Pasturate, it is only requisite to show the superior adaptation of the course in
question to secure its ends over any other with which it may be brought into
comparison, not its indispensableness; the Christian principle being that every

. man shadl do his dest, and that he shall choose in the service of his Master, the
modes of action by which it may be mast effectually promoted.

Without taking the ground that the ends of the Christian pasterate impera-
tively demand permanence—though possibly even that might not be too high—
we aver, with all confidence, that it is thus they may be expected to be most
effectually secured. But, if such ! : the fact, to ask a dispensation from the obli-
gation of permanence, is to ask a release not merely from duty, but from the
privitee of indulging the more generous Christian impulses.

Coniernplate for a moment or two, what is comprehended under the promotion
of the spiritaal interests.

There is demanded, as the foundation of everything else, instruction in the
Docrrines and duties of Christianity.

But such instruction requires time, much &ime. It can hardly be spoken of, in
tact, asother than the work of a life-time. A change of teacher may not, itis
true, necessartly check its progress; but, other things being equal, the man,
between whom ard the party under instruction, there exists the mutual under-
standing which long-continued relationship gives, bas great advantage in work-
ingover astranger.  Should the retiring teacher be replaced by one of a superior
characier, the learner may be a gainer; but change affords of itself no guarantee
for superiarity, while the substitution of an inferior in place of a superior may
inflict. is in danger of inflicting, very serious damage. Scppose them equal, injury
is likely to result frum the siwple disturbanee of the continuity.
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While cuses may exist in which ehange of location may affurd the Christian
Pastor the means of adding to his fitness for the work of instruction, by the
acquisition of something of which he might not otherwise have so conveniently
made himself master, our impression is strong that its urdinary effeci is the
reverse of this. Speaking generally, growth in adaptation for the performance
of duty is liest secured by the effors to which, in the case of an honourable mind,
its habitual performance prompts, especially where the matters dealt with are of
a character to afford free scope for mental activn—a condition which holds pre-
eminently in the case of the Christian ministry. Take off the strain which
necessity imposes, and the love of ease, so natural to us, is in danger of producing
intermission of the effurt which is the grand condition of improvement. €Change,
frequent change especially, would seem thus to endanger the work of instruction,
by interfering with the requisite qualifications for it.

We coneeive, moreover, that it can hardly fuil further to operate mischievously
by the undue narrowing of its runge.

The Scriptures present the work of Christian instruction under the very signi-
ficant figure of building up,—which includes the erection of a superstructure, as
well as the hiying of foundations.  Assigning, as they do, to certain first prinei-
ples, the doctrine concerning Christ, by way of eminence, the place of fuundation,
they call on us to direet our attentivn first to these, and to urge them with al}
affection and earnestness, and with fulness and frequency of repetition. The
value, however, of these primary truths and comsiderations arising out of the
relution which they bear to uthers which form their complement,—or to keep up
the figure, constitute the superstructure—the presentation of these lutter in due
proportion is essential to the whole. Ilence, we are exhorted, leaving first princi-
ples, to pass on to perfection. ‘The sacriticing of the latter to the furmer, or their
neglectfor them, isspouken of as at once a misfortune and a reproach,—-the existence
of & necessity for it marking inferiority of condition. Butthisis a task too lnrge
to be overtaken within a limited pastorate. If teaching is to have in it anything
of symmetry or completeness—buth of which are requisite to efficiency—its range
and plan of procedure must be determined in view of the time which can be
devoted to it. Where that is limited, many topics whick should be included
must be either left out or dealt with in a very perfunctory manner—either of
which courses will interfere seriously with the knowledge required for the healthy
development of the Christian life. The repetition of a similar course by the Pas-
tors who successively fullil their brief career must dwarf those whom the Master
would have developed to the size and strength of full-grown manhood.

Suppuse the instructor, on the other hand, to base his plan vn the wants of
his charge, irrespective of the time which he may allow himself or have allowed
him for carrying it out, the instruction tuey receive will be in danger of being
fragmentary, as a premature, possibly an abrupt termination may be put to it

Nor is this the whole of the hazard to which a shifting Pastorate exposes those
who are 8o unfortunate as to be subjected to it. There is risk of its inducing
confusion, as well ag failing in fullness and symmetry. Tie men down as you
please, there will be among them differences of view, so that they will on certain
points give different expla ations of the same creed.  Should these differences be
in themselves unimportant, their esistence may still beget uncertainty on the
part of those under instruction, or lead them to the holding of notions inconsis-
tent with one another, and tending rather to mutual nentralization than working
harmoniously together.  Instances of this sort may be found probably to exist
everywhere, there being so many sources hesides the Pulpit whence idens are
drawn ; but we have been struck with their frequency here. When these differ-
ences obtain in relation to the more important matters— which they may do, of
course—the consequences will be so much the more serious,

In addition to the instruction of the people, the Pastor’s work includes as its
end the formation and development of their Christian character, with the cultiva-
tion and employment of their capabilities.

This also is a process which requires time, implying, as it does, the persevering
use of measures carefully adapted to the disposiiioss and circumstances of the
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parties concerned,—which may call for correction on one point, the supply of
deficiency on another, and on a third direction or encouragement, Continu:mqe
of cunnection between the educating and the educuated parties, fuvours this
requisite training in more ways thau one.

The steadiness thus secnred in the operation of the formative influence tends
of itself to promote it; while additional advantage is gained, as in the case of
simple instruction, by the increased facility in the adaptation of means to persons
and ends, flowing from the more accurate acquaintance for which permanence of
relationship supplies opportunity. Add to these tke growing interest awakened
on the une side, and the auswering confidence with which it is met on the uther,
and you have another—a two-fuld element indeed fur good.

Great, however, as is the advantage aceruing from the considerations already
named, there remains another to be noticed, without the mention of which our
enumeration would be very incomplete,—we mean the assistunce affurded by the
associations which cluster round the man who has sustained to us through an
extended period the relation of which we speak. The intermingling thus
occasioned of his form, his countenance, his voice with all our holiest and tea-
derest recollections, gives him in certain moods of the mind —and most in those
which are best—a power over our hearts all-but resistless. How could it be
otherwise? By him, ere yet conscivus, we were, it may be, consecrated to God
in the holy and beautiful rite of Christian baptism. From the first opening of
our minds ke has taught us with a father’s patient love, and watched over us
with a father’s sleepless care. Through his instrumentality we may have heen
led t the Siviour, and thus made partakers of *the peace of God which
pas-ath all understanding,” of the “ hope full of glory,” which, *laying bold
upon everlasting life,” yields us its blessed support in the hour of trial, strength-
ens us for useful service, and prompts us to it, and is exerting over us an assimi-
lating power which is making us meet for participation in the ““inheritance of
the saints in light.” Perhaps he stwod with us by the dying bed of some laved
one—a father or mother; brother or sister ; busband, or wife, or child—held, it
may be, the dying hand, and with v.ice and louk of love, whiepered inw the
dying ear words of cunsolatior, by which the departing spirit was cheered and
strengthened for the encounter with the last enemy; laid the loved form in the
tamb, which, though long years have since intervened, is still dear for its tenant’s
sake, whom we hope to see emerge thence on the resurrection morn in Ilis glori-
ous image who is Lord of the dead and the living; turned, perchance, ou the
compietion of the sacred office, to us and wiped the falling tear from our eye,
continuing his attentions till the wound which God had made had elosed. though
possibly the scar may yet remain, and the old pain be brought back by ungentie
handling or a lowering atmosphere. Doesit not afford matter for surprise thutany
one wishing to make full proof of his ministry, shonld consent to throw awayunne-
cessarily a power hike this? that any une who would have his soul prosper, would
have Christ formed in him * the bop: of glory,” would grow up to ** the measure
of the stature of a perfect man” in Iim, should willingly, should without the
nre-sure of & necessity the most imperative, have the activn on him of such ap

Tuerice disturled, not to say shut out ?

The Pastor’s work has for a further object the establishment and upbuilding
of the church as a source of blessing to successive generations of believers, and
an instrument of abiding holy activn upon the world.

To this part of his charge, the principles above announced apply with an undi-
minished, if not an augmented force.  The time and care wanted to form the man
are demanded as certainly and imperatively to furm the church. Where 8 num-
ber have to be trained to live and work harmoniously and for one commun
purpose, line requires to be added to line, precept to precept, here a little and
there a hittle. To reduce the friction to the minimum ; to bring out the maxzi-
mum of power, and give it the most advantageous direction, and keep it in action,
requires a tkilled hand, and one which is trusted ; but skill and trust are the
growth, the slow growth generally, of time — the one forming the matured fruit
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of experience, while the other constitutes the tribute paid by admiring and grate-
ful love to proven integrity, and genervusness, and wisdom,
¢« Offences,” we are told, ** must needs come.””  [lere we meet with no perfect

buman nature, though we expect to do in heaven—uwhere we hupe at once to ex-
hibit it vurselves, and to witness it in each individual of the countless throng
gathered around the throne, and raising with united voice the song of grareful
praise to im who loved them, and gave Himself for them, and washed them
from their sins in His blood, and made them kings and priests to Gud and the
Lamb. To expect in the church, which is but the aggregate of individual
believers, that which is wanting in each, would be at once to doom ourselves to dis.
appointment, and tolay onrselves open tothe chargeof unreasonableness. The folly
and sin which arve bound up in the one will break out just as does that which has
its place in the uther, producing misunderstandings, conflicts of feeling, and oppo-
sittons of action. Satan, who appears in his proper ¢haracter, or * transforms
himself into an angel of light,” as best suits his purpose, will, if suffered, make
use of the better feelings of its (the churclh’s) members—their conscientiousness
and zeal for God’s caure—to aggravate the mischiet, by making them fancy them-
selves ‘‘contending for the faith once delivered to the saints,”” when the true
subject of contention is nothing other or better than their own way. Oiher things
being equal, such as have been longest together—feeling themselves hound to one
another by ties numerous aud sacred—will ride hest through these storms,  No
mistake is greater, on whichever side it may be made, than to take it for granted
that trouble will be got rid of by the disruption of the Pastoral tie.  Fhe way to
conquer difficulty is to face it. Such as flee from it, it is all but sure to fullow, ¢om-
pelling them to meet and grapple with it in some new form, if not the same, and

ossibly under eircumstauces more unfavourable. A strong repressing influence
18 broughs into play where parties set themselves honestlv to work together * for
better for worse,” which helps to keep treuble down ; while the sume determina-
tion will, in case of its unbappily arising, afford invaluable aid in the
discovery of a safe and honorable path ous of it. Through God’s overruling
wisdom and love, gond, lasting good will be brought out of the temporary
evil; principles being at the same time so developed, as to lay a basis for a future

eace, and efficiency, and growth.—and the character of the truth vindicated and
illustrated.  Should the disposition to part be cherished, or the idea of parting
be entertained ag affording a convenient refuge from threatened trial, much
less pains will be taken either to keep things right, or to make them so.  Parties
will, on the contrary, be tempted to treat one another with an unceremoninu~ness
and a harshness by which all Christian principle is outraged—in a style which
will make their separation nceessary, on the same principle which compels the
parting of fighting dogs, to prevent, to wit, their tearing one anather to picces.
That tl.e commonwealth receive no damage, wasa principle to which the aucient
Romans felt themselves bound to saerifice everything. Rights they had uone,
sought none, which might interfere with that. Let such as stand to one another
in the sacred relarion of Pastor and flock, act on the same principle, and agree to
maintain God’s cause intact, come of themselves what may. If thut require their
parting, part they must; but let them firs, as wise men do in view of death, ses
their house in order. To separate with that in confusion, so long as any henoura-
ble means within reach of putting things to rights remains uniried, seems very
much like the disbanding of an army on the eve of battle, and in the presence of
the enemy—a course execrated by every honorable mind, everywhere and aiways.
Moreover, if misunderstar ding come to be recognized as a valid cause for sepa-
ration, parties who would wish t have a change may be tempted to get one up
fur the sake of accomphshing their purpose, or a minister for the sake of justifying
in the eyes of others and palliating in his own a removal, to which he has, in
spite of the protesting voice of cunscience, made up his mind.

In our more general endeavours after usefulness, permanence of relati-nship

to the community will afferd similar facilities through the influence which iv wil}
give us with them,—which is with difficulty carcied intuct to a new sphere.

Esperience confirms the principles we have thus briefly and imperfectly
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presented, the fact being that the men who have specially distinguished them-
selves in the Christian ministry bhuve been, generally apeaking, those who
have longest occupied the same spheres, and that the churches which have taken
the bighest position in respect both of character und usefulness, have been those
who have enjoyed the most settled ministry. Pastor and people have grown toge-
ther strengibened by mutaal love.  In the respect and gratitude of the Christian
community they stand associated ; and in union will their names pass down to an
admiring posterity-~the complements of one another. The late Dvs. Wardlaw, of
Glasgow ; Brown, of Edinburgh; and Smith, of Homerton; and Mr. Jay, of
Bath; with Dr. Raffles, and Messrs. James and Binney—aud their respec-
tive charges—may be named as examples in Britain, which we presume there
would be little difficulty in paralleling in the United States, did we possess the
requisite knowledge. The late Dr. Bugue, of Gosport, father of the London Mis-
sivnary Society, spent nearly fifty years in that town, whose population at hig
death numbered less than 12,000 ; while the late Dr. Emmons, a recognized
prince among New England theologians, held the pastorate of a small country
church, at Franklin, Mass., {where he died at the age of 95), for nearly seventy
years; and the father of Jonathan Edwards, whose place is among the giants, in
their very fore-front, lived over sixty years as Pastor among one people.

Time would fail us were we attempting -an enumeration of the men capable of
better things, who have dwarfed themseives and destroyed their usefulness Ly
their unsettiedness,—or of the churches blighted and withered through the same
means. I have never sympathized with the wonderment sumetimes expressed at
the slowness of the progress made by our principles in this country, or the feclle-
ness of our churches. Gud be praised that he has kept me from the ungenervus-
ness, and ingratitude, and blindness of such a course, as I trust he will ever
do. The progress realized has been such as should call forth our devoutest
and warmest thanksgiving; while the strength Gud has given us in llis love
should make us feel increasingly our obligation to labour for him and in-
spire us with a growing confidence in sv dving. At the same time, our growth
and present strength might have been greater, ought to have been, would
have been, had we, as our late chairman remarked in bis very admirable address
to us the other morning, been more faithful to our principles. Qf all we have to
deplore — whether of weakness, or of cause furnished to the adversary for
reproach—a large share must in justice be placed to the account of uncailed for,
inconsiderate disruptions of the Pastural relation,

If the things above advanced be correct, or make even a moderate approsima-
tion to .orrectness, it must be the duty of ministers and churches alike to seek by
every means in their power to promote permanency in the pastorate, to establizh it
to the furthest practicable extent as the the rule amonyg our churches.  Let both
guard sedulously against everything in their own conduct tending to disturb a
relation 50 sacred, and cultivate the dispusitions and habits of action which would
make its continuance an object of desire and a spring of blessing. The jealousy
with which we repudiate interference from without should make us all the more
careful to be a law to ourselves. We possess no right to do wrong ; nor does any
one who believes us to be doing wrong commit o erime by telling us plainly,
provided he do it respectfully, that such is his opinion. ‘Lo do so is o duty which
he owes not less to us than to his Master and ours.

On what principle the opinion of neighbouring churches and brethren is to be
altogether overlovked in connection with the dissolution of the Pastoral relation,
while their countenance and co-operation are sought in its formation, we confess
ourselves at a loss to understand. A healthful public sentiment among our
churches on this point, as possibly also upun some others—a public sentiment
whieh would make trangressors feel that it was at their peril they sinned—would
be of incalculable service to us. There is an indecency, & gross indecency, to
call it by no worse name, either in a church’s tossing its pastor into empty space
as a rotten potatoe may be pitched out of a field or garden, or a minister’s divest-
ing bimself of the respunsibilities which he voluntarily tovk upon himself amidst
80 wuch sulemnity as he would of an old shoe.
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IIappi'y in this country we have very lit:le to fear from wild beasts ; but there
is a certain mongrel species against which we would set you on your geard,—we
refer to the ecclesiastierl animal yelept **stated supply.” Tlave nothing to do
either with the thing or the name. Prove these to whouse care you would commit
yourselves. Let bands he lnid suddenly on no man. But when they have Leen
fairly proved, insist on their settling among you or part with them ; and let the
minister act on the samo principle.  The length of time required to put either a
church or & minister in a position to form a correet judgment, will of course vary
with circamstances; but ncither will, in ordinary cases, have mach difficulty in
reaching a safe conclusion, provided they huld correct views of the relationship
of which we speak, are governed by the right motives, and look for direction in
the exercise of a humble confidence to Him who has promised, and who waits to
guide ug in all things. * I speak as unto wise men, judge ye what I say.”

Trans=Ftlantic Zctvospect,

We briefly adverted in our last, to the annual mecting, among others, of the
Colonial Missionary Society, but for want of room, did nut give any extracts from
its r2ported proceedings. We return to it this month, for the purpose of giving
a brief outline of the speech of the Rev. W. Clarke, from Canada ; we regret that
we are compelled to abridge it considerably, especially as is appears to have been
mest incorrectly reported, in the Londun papers :—

It has been my happiness and honour, to be identified with this society, fromn
it first organization in 1836. Under its auspices I went to Canada. In the pro-
motion of its important ohjects, I have spent the vigor of my days, and now, after
the lupse of twenty-two years, I can testify to the merey and faithfulness of God,
and to the importance and usefulness of this society. * # % *

In Canada there are some thousands of christain churches, where all the pro-
tegtant denominations are vepresented, und are worshipping God according to the
dictates of their own consciencr.s.

Qur own denomination, i one of the least of the thousands of Judah. This is
owing to our lateness in the fizld, and that our people do not come to us ready
made. A Congregational emigrant is a rara avis, avising from the fact, that
our people at home, are found in the middle classes, and do not fesl that stern
necessity to seek & home in some distant land, which is felt by others.  Siill we
are not unappreciated, nor is our inflaence unfelt.  Oyr ministers are among the
most acceptable and useful. Our members are ameng the most generous and
public spirited. Loving hearts bind s in the sweet sympathies of ¢hristian love,
and we have weilded a power that h2s done much for voluntaryism,—for purity of
communion,—for education, yen, and for Christ and souls.

In 22 years, eighty churches have heea organised, in which are upwards of
4,000 members—among whom may be found, not merely the white settler—but
Aborigenes—the redmen of the forest, now fast melting away from the midst of
us—and the poor fugitive from southern slavery, who, guided by the polar star,
wended his way through scenes of peril and persecution, to the land of the fiee—
for as in Britain, so in Canada, slaves cannot breathe.

“ They touch our country and their shackles fall.”
There have been, also, 70 church edifices erected, which will accommodate
20,000 hearers, in which are Sabhath Schools and Bitle clusses, where is wel-

camed the juvenile periodical, and relizions literarare of the day.
Then we have our Theological Institute in the City of Toronto, from which, as
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the Report states, forty young men have gone into the ministry-—our sympathies
and prayers, are with the school of the prophets. .

The 60,000 Roman Catholics, entailed upon us at the conquest, have now in-
creased, to pearly 900,000, and we su.ely have a mission to this overwhelming
multitude, under the dominion of the Man of Sin.

I'he French Canadiar Missionary Suciety, has the entire confidence of our
churches, and we are happy to say, it has been abundantly blessed of God, in
bringing souls to Christ, among this interesting, but superstitious part of our pop-
ulation,

This resolution speaks of the extention of the Mission to British Columbia, the
new gold regivns on the western shores of our continent. This important move-
ment, is regarded with much interest in Cmmd_:x.. I most cordially acquiesce, in
the appointment of my son, to that important field of labour, and am thankful to
God, that I have a sun, not only qualified for the post, but willing to devote him-
self to that new mission.

‘The question has been put to me many times during these meetings, “ Do you
want ministers in Canada?” I reply, yes, providing they are men of the right
stamp, men of intelligent, earnest piety—of loving hearts, and possessed of suffici-
ent elasticity to accoinmodate themselves to the roughness, the ungenteel, and the
frecdom of Colonial life. Men of faith and self-denial, who can go into the back-
woods, following the sound of the axe, and with warm hearted affectionate zeal,
can proclaim the gospel in a log house, and not complaia of the hardness of his
fare. Men who can take the initiative, who can begin ab novo, in gathering th.e
hardy sons of toil into churches, pointing to a brighter world, and leading the
way, these men would succeed in our Colunies, as they would any where, and
would be welcomed among us.”

It scems probable that the change of Ministry in England, will have a favour-
able influence upon the settlement of the Church-Rate guestion. The Whig
leaders have become converted, and now acknowledge the hopelessness of any
compromise of the question. The last [louse of Commons, declared by a decided
majority, for total and unconditional abulition ; and there is little doubt, notwith-
standing the apparent Conservative ground in the present House, that it will give
s similar vote; it may then be hoped, that with a minisiry favourablie to the
settlement of the question, (if they are really sincere and in enrnest,) the influ-
ence they may be able to exercise upon the Upper House, will induce tireir Lord-
ships gracefally to yield, and to bury out of sight, one long and much vexed
question. Meanwhile, it is encouraging to find, that the Liberation Societies lack
nothing of their efforts, but are active and vigorous as if the campaign had just
commenced, or was certain to last twenty years longer. To men in earnest, no
wrong, however venerable, is uncunquerable.

Tue War 1v Itany.—~We are not chroniclers of the War, we wonld that every
line of its nceursed details could be bloited fiom the records of the day ; no tricks
-of eloquence, no flights of imgination, can gild over the hideous enormiry of ita
crimes—when we mention it, therefore, it is  only to urge upon our friends, the
duty of ¢omstant praver tu Gud, that he will speedily bring this terrible sconrge
to an end. Thirty Thousand killed and wounded in one battle—the battle of
Solferino—a number equal to the entire population of some of our lurgest towns,
and much greater than the adult population of any Canadian city, let that be
remembered if any shoula he incl'nd to palliate, or think lightly of the Italinn
conflict. Meanwhile, we are thankful to find, svmething is being done fur the
soldiers engaged in conflict. The secretary of the Tract Suciety, states that satisfac-
tory arrangements have been made by the Paria Tract Society, the Tuulouse Book
Society. and the Vauduis Tract Society, Turin, for the distribution of religious
works to the soldiers of both armies.

Rev. Mr. Bixxey.—The extraordinary interest, manifested in the visit of Mr.
Binney to Australia, continues unabated. We learn from the publi¢ prints, and
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also from private letters, that upon every oceasion of his public ministrations, the
building, no matter the size, .is invariably crowded to excess, and to obtain a seat,
it is necessary to be at the place, an hour before the commencement of the service.
e presided at the meeting of the Congregational Uniun, in South Australia, and
delivered an address (termed by the lucal papers a charge !) which appears to
have had a powerful influence upon the assembled body. Mr. Binney’s tour in
Australia, will form an epoch in the history of Congregationalism, in those Colo-
nies. It was probable that he would turn bis face homewards about the begin-
ning of July, although tho chuvches were pleading hard for a still more lengthened
stay.

IsterisoNyMENT OF BinLe AceNTs 1IN Spaiv.—The Correspondancia Autografa of
the 14th, announces that two agents of the English Protestant Bible Suciety, have
been arrested at Chiclana, and lodged in prison. A number of Bibles in their
possession have been seized.

Jesurtisy 1N Syria.—Ten months ago an American Protestant Missionary
had been turned with violence out of the town of Zahlé in Lebanon, by the
bigoted Greek Catholic populatien of the piace. TFor some reason or other the
American consular authorities took no active step in the matter, and the conse-
quence is that the offence has been lately repeated, with considerable aggravation
of circumstances. This time the victim is the Rev. Mr. Benton, a missionary of
the Presbyterian chureh belonging to the Syrian mission, and employed by the
American Board of commisioners for Foreign !lissions. This gentleman’s
place of residence is at Bhamdoon, on the fhjghest ridge of Lebanon ; but in com-
pany with his wife and family he paid a visit to the town of Zablé for change of
air, intending to reside there a few weeks for the benefitof his health.,  No souner
did it get noised abroad that Mr. Benton was a Protestant clergyman than his
house was surrounded by a mol of funatics, who declared that he should not rem-
ain another hour in the place. No plea that he could urge was listened to for g
moment ; and on his declining to move for threats, he was, with his wife and
three young children, forcibly ejected from the house he had hired, and after-
wards from the tcwa. As in the previous cuse, when the Rev. Mr. Dud was
turned out of the same town for the same reason, the French Jesuits—of whom
there is a large establishment in Zahlé--never offered to help Mr. Benton in the
least ; and it hag since been found that they were the chief, if not the only insti-
gators of the disturbance. To their eternal shame he it said, these French Jes-
uits have now on two separate oceasions stood by and scen gentlemen and their
families treated like felons simply hecause thev were Protestants, and without so
much as offering them a glass of cold water. Mr. Benton arrived in Beyrout last
week, and laid his complaint before the English and American consuls, the for-
mer being the offizial protector of Protestants in Syria, the Jatter the represen-
tative of the nation to which the injured party belongs. It is to be hoped that
this time the affair will be taken up in earnest, and if it be true that the French
Jesuits have been instigating the people to commit this outrage, the Protestant
consuls should incist upon their being turned out of the province.— Ledler in Daily
News. :

Officinl,

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS—1858-9,

COXGREGATIONAL CHURCIIES. -

There are altogether, so far as known, 82 churches. The rewrns from 75 have
b2en embadied in the statistical tahle,

The Secretary would Lere record bis gratitude to the brethren generally, for
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their prompt and full retarns, and would venture to hope that in this good work
they may yet attain even to perfection.
No estimate of the statistics of unreported churches has been added, as in pre-
vious tables, to the actual returns.
MEMBERSHIP.

Seventy-five churches report on their roll, May 3rd, 3,435 members; of whom
1,368 are mules, and 2,007 females. During the year, 38 have been removed by
death, 131 have received regular dismission by letter, 9 have withd:awn without
church setion, and 40 have been removed by discipline. ‘Total removals, 218.

The additions repurted are, 191 by letters of trunsfer, and 335 by profession ;
in all 546. T'welve reports show a decrease of 55 in the aggrezate; eleven reports
show no change, the removals and additions being equal ; while forty-four report
an aggregate increase of 384 The net increase according to the returns is 329.

Seven new churches have been formed, including one reorganization.

MINISTERS.

Again we are permitted to repert that death has made no breach uvon our staff
of ministerial labvurers. But threc have resigned their charges, with impaired
health, and are seeking its renewal Ly temporary cessation from labour. A fourth
has been entirely disabled by sickness, throughuut the year, though he retains Lis
pastoral eharge. One of these brethren is about to Ieave our northern clime for
the coast of Afvica, in hope of thereby regaining physical vigor.

Three graduates of our Theological Institute—two of last year's classes, and
one of the present—have entered spheres of pastoral ministry. Another graduate,
who for a time labored in New-York State, has returned to this Province, and
gathered a new church.

T'hree ministers have entered the field from Great Britain, and are in pastoral
charges.

Thirteen ministerial settiements have taken place during the year now expiring.

The following table, ic is believed, includes ll the Congregational Ministers of
Canada.

Pastors, or stated supplies ..
Professors, Tutors, or otherwise in Educational departments.....
Acents of Missionary or other Religious Societies ...o..eee eeennn.
Without Charge covveiviniiiriiiiiiiie soririii e

<

=1
Lond oc Lo e
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AVERAGE HEARERS,

There are 133 regular stations connected with the 75 churches that have report-
ed, with an aggregate average of 9,788 regular hearers, and 2,000 attendants on
oceasional services: together making 11,783. In addition to the above Sabbath
congregations, there are 88 week day services reported, with an aggregate average
attendance of 1,739.

SABBATII SCHOOLS.

Bighty-six are reported ; 5 of which are “ Union Schools,” and their attendance
is nut included.  The 81 belonging to the churches reporting, have 555 teachers,
and 4,102 scholare,

CHURCHI PROPERTY.

The churches in the table report 60 ITouses of worship ; with seating accommo-
dation for 15,880 persons; estimated as worth $151.336. 7There are six other
churches owned by the denomination, some of which, however, are at present
loaned, or let to other bodies. The sum of $58,500 is insured upon the 60 chapels
reported.  Quly 42 reply satisfuctorily to the inquiry vespecting the legal transfer
and registration of these real estates.

There are likewize six ministers’ houses owned by the churches, valued at
$3 500. A large proportion of the refurns evidently state the value only of the
buildings, making no estimate of the real estate.  Auother year this indefiniteness
sbould be remedied. The total value of property, as reported is $154 836.
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FINANCES.

The returns shew a sum-total of $38,971 contributed fur all purposes: made up
of the following amounts, viz:

For Ministers support......ooovveniiennns eireeeseerananrirasieen 920,026
¢ Incidental expenses ........o..o.e ceeereneenns veerereeenenes see 4400
“ Iome wmissions, including . C. M. S..... 3,751
* Foreign Missions....... eee 1,612
“ Theologienl Institute........... 1,042
“ Debts, building, or repiirs.... 6,014
‘“ General religious purposes....o.oeeeenn. 2,226

$38,071

'This aggregate compared with the present roll of Church members, shews an
average of about $11 30, fur every name enrolled. This, of course is not the
true average of each member’s contributions, as many, not enrolled, are liberal
supporters of religious institations.  But it is the nearest approximation that we
can make. The average to each regular Learer, is about $4

Fitty-three returns report Ilome Missionary collections ; and eleven, have con-
tributed to koreign Missions. ‘Thirty-cizht report zubscriptions, or collections to
the Theological Institute. Fourteen report considerable expenditures under the
heading of *“ debts, building, and repairs.”

SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF TUE CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS
WIDOWS AND ORPIIANS FUND.

The trustees, in reporting the proceedings of the past year, rejoice in the fact
that the organization of the fund is now complete, and that they can place the
record in the hands of a properly defined constituency. The present roll of
members as defined by the 7th article of the Cunstitutivn, is a3 follows :—

DBeneficiary Members:—Revs, A. J. Parker, R. K. Black, A. Raymond, W. Clarke,
E. J. Suerrill, J. Wood, J. Elfiott, E. Ebbs, L. Wilkes, D.D., J. Wheeler, W. 11
Altworth, J. Unsworth, J. MeKillican, A. Duff, J. Durrant, J. Howell, F. IL
Marling, T. Bayne, II. Lancashire, A. Lillie, D.D., T. M. Reikie, D. McCallum, G.
B. Bucher, J. Campbell, J. Climie, and E. A. Noble; in all 26,

Churches—RBy Delegate.—Zion Church, Montreal, per W. R. Hibbard; 2nd
Church, Toronto, per k. Childs ; Brantford Chureh, ——; Hamilton Church, —.

" Life Members :—Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lyman, Dayid Lewis, Wm. Mondie, A.
Savage, F. Scholes, B. ITutching, Chas. Alexander, Wm. McDunnough, R. Hol-
Iand, Wm. Lewmont, W, R [Iibbard, Wm. Rivin, P. W. Wood, T. M. Taylor,
Theodore Lyman, John Leeming; 16.

In accordance with the recommendation of the Union at its last meeting, the
special effort has aguin heen impressed upon the attention of the churches, but if
will ba seen feom sho Treasurer’s repors that it hag met with an almost entire
failure. Exclusive of Mboatreal, the tatal amount of collections yet received
having amountel oaly to the sum of $3143. Though it is known that some of
the churches hive taken up 2 cillection or a sabseripsion who have not yet
reported the resalts. This failure, we feel assured, is to be attributed mainly to
the inability of the brethren to aid the ciuse at preseat, rather than a want of
appreeiation of its value. In several instinces, the assurance has been received,
that but for the extreme commercial depressivn, a liberal response wouald have
been made.

We again, therefore, urge it upon the churches, as a matter of necessity and
duty, and also as a matter of good faith towards the friends in Montreal, by
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whase liberality it has been placed beyond immediate danger, that a hearty
effurt he mace to place it in o position of security for all time to come.  If tho
capitnl sum nsked for be secured, 2 comparatively trifling annual sum from each
church will suffice to carry it on, in ever increasing usefulness. If it is not
secured, the necessity of cunstantly appealing for larger collections v*'l make the
working of the plan tedious and burder.sumo to all parties.

The time having now expired during which ministers might avail themselves
of the low rate of subseription, no considerabla increase of the number of risks to
be borne by the Fund nceds to be feared for some years to come. A table has
therefore been prepared, shewing the present extent of the risk and the annual
income necessary to vrovide for it.

From this table,* it will be scen that the estimated amount of annual income
required to cover the 26 risks now on the Fund, is as fullows :—

On account of Widows’ annuities.....cccvvvreevnieeeincsnieensnes 9601 56
On account of Children’s annuities ..cocvverervvivinsniiinnnen.. 102 81

. $704 37

1his annual sum is actually needed to balance the present risk, and it would
not be safe or wise to allow any reduction in the amount until the capital of the
fund is large enough to cover the uncertainty which ever nttends transactions
which depend upon human life, although ultimately the rates upon which the
estimate ig made, will probably admit of considerable reduction, as will be seen by
a comparison of the 6th and 7ih columns of the table appended.*

During the past year the Board have had under consideration such By-laws as
were considered necessary to facilitate the working of the scheme : in so doing it
has been suggested that a slight amendment is needed in the reading of the 8th
article of the Constitution. 'The 12 months notice needed will therefure be given,
to amend by inserting a clause to enable the retiring officers of the buard to act
until their stccessors are appointed.

The fullowing are th:e By-laws which have been adopted and are submitted for
coufirmation.

1st. A Standing Committee composed ex officio of the Chairman, Deputy Chair-
man, Treasurer and Seeretary, shall have charge of all matters of tinance and
investment. They shall examine all claims for annuities and all cases where the
linbility of the fund may have ceased, approve all accounts previous to payment,
and except in doubtful cases which shall be reserved for the sanction of the
board, their instructions shall be a sufficient authority fur the guidance of the
Treasurer.

2nd. The Treasurer shall furnish a statement of the affairs of the funds at all
regular meetings of the hoard, and a detailed annual statemert at the meeting
preparatory to the annual meeting of the Subscri®ers.

3rd. The Secretary shall have charge of all correspondence, notify trustees of
all meetings, and record the minutes of the same and the action of all Committees,
fyle all papers belonging to the fund, said papers to be kept in a place to be
approved of by the board for security against loss or destruction. And submit
an annual report at the meeting of the Board, preparatory to the annual meeting
of Subscribers, & copy of the report and also of the Treasurer's report being recorded
in the Minute book.

4th. All Annuities shall be paid quarterly on the first day of August, Novem-
ber, February, and May, the first payment to be made on the first quarter day
after the death of the beneficiary members respectively.

5th. The Treasurer’s accounts shall be thoronghly andited previous to the an-
nual n.eeting of the subseribers, by two auditors appointed by the trustees.

P. W. Woop.
June 9th, 1859, W. R. IliBsarD.

% Theso Tables have not been reccived.
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TWELVE MONTHS NOTICE OF AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION.

Notice is hereby given of 2 motion to be intraduced at the next annual Meeting
to amend the th article of the Constitution, by inserting the words ““ and assume
their daties” after the word = appintel,” or such other amendinent as may be
deemed alvisible, to enanhle the retirine officers ot the Board to retain office unsil
their successurs are appuinted by the New Doard.

@ovvesnondence.
MISSIONARY WORK ON THE WELLAND CANAL.

1o the Fditor of the Canadian Independent.
St. Catherines, June 24, 1839.

Dear Sir—Tlaving laboured long on the Welland Ship Canal, among the
numerous sailors who pass through this important channel of commeree, itaffords
me sincere pleasure to be able to state a few facts which may interest the Chris-
tian public.

The length of this cinal is twenty-nine miles, from lake to lake—breadth, from
eighty to vne hundred feet—depth, ten feet and six inches—number of lucks,
twenty-eight—altitude of each lock, twelve feet and a half, except one lock of six
feet, which falls into Lake Erie.

The elevation of the summit level, which is sixteen miles long, is three hundred
and thirty feet or more above the level of Lake Oatario, and is supplied with .
water from Grand River, and not from Lake Erie, as some suppose.  The vessels
passing through this canal are schavners, brigs, barques, and steam propetlers,
varying in tonnage from one hundred to five hundred tons measurement.

The fullowing table, made up from official records, may serve to show the
amouant of business done on this canal last season, and hence the facilities for
doing good on an extensive seale

WELLAND CANAL, 1858,

April, American vessels up 151, down 104.  Dritish up 70, down 51

May, “ s w22« 108, 100, < 100
Juue, ¢ € qan, s 185, ¢ 96, ¢ 94
July, ¢ o« I81, ¢ 197, s 98, ¢ 89
August, E € w145, se 139, « “Te, e 79
S"[)., “ 3 s ]7.‘,‘ 3 164, 6 ““ Tl, «“ 65
OCL., . i Iy ]',}v ““ 151. @ 8 (’,3’ “@ 69
Nov., o L AT - X « 42« 47
Dcc.’ g 6 . ;)', @ 6. [ @ 2’ “ 4

American up... 1,277, ¢ 1,237, s “o 611 ¢ 598

American both ways........ 2,514, DBritisk both ways 1,209

Sum total, American and Britisheoo.ooo v 872350

I am awarc that fizures, abstracily eonsidered, are very dry. hut allowing ten
men to each vessel, the agarewate of tronsient men wonld be 37,230, which gives
a monthly average of 4.633, for the entire season of § months,  To these may
be added the lock tenders, and drivers, and some hundreds of emigrants who
pass on the propellers, secking homes in the West,

You will perceive that about two-thirds of the vessels Lelong to the United
States.  As already intimated, wa bave here superior advantages for doing good
to 1 most important cliss of men.  Ist. By meeting the vessels at the locks as
they pass, during the week. with plentiful supplies of evangeiical and reformatory
tracts and publications.  The vessels beinug detnined in passing, and often com-
pelled to wait for one another, thus affording time and oppurtunity for reading,
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conversation, &e.  2nd. By tract distribution, and proclamation of the gospel on
the Sabbuth ; the locks being closed by law. ) )

The profound stillness of the Sabbath all :11(3!\;; the l‘me of this f::um], greatly
favours our work, espeeinlly under the probibitory liquor law, from Saturday
evening to Monday morning.  While crews are waitins for rest and salurary in-
struction, the murky and poisonous ﬁumm’!ns u.f e d'.\'.’f//‘('(l deth” arve staved. This
is surely a good slhice of prohibition, wh‘lch is not without happy .rcsnlts. In
keeping myself familiar with my beat of 8 miles, from Lake Onario up to the
mountain brow of Thorold, which comprises most of the locks, my work is found
to be sufficiently arduous and eshausting, especially as i& has to be dune «lmost
entirely on fuot. Many of the captains are men of principle, of prayer, of piety,
and a large shure of them, sterling temperance men, and I frequeatly meet with
‘whole crews of teetotallers. Thousands of temperance tracts have passed from
our hands, and the work of reform is steadily progressing among them, und in
harmony with it3 progress there is increasing attention and dcgm} for the gospel.

By reason of depression in monetary affairs,—scarcity of grain in the West, &e.,
—business israther dull on the canal the present summer, still we have more to do
for the cause of Christ than it is possible for us to accomplish.  Thouph mainly
burdened with this great and good work, which is not half appreciated Levause
not half supported, we have frequens oceasion to affurd temporary relief, iustruec-
tion, and encvuragement, to poor sable ones who come to us from the ** house of
bondage.”

Truly and faithfully yours
In the gospel and love of Christ,
IHiray Wirsos.

Fiterary Rebicw.

Tae InTeryat ApuiNisTRaTION OF THE CHURCHES; OR, CoNgreaTionan IxDEPEN-
DENCY VIEWED Frox wiTniN. By the Rev. I, Winkes, D.D.  Montreal: John
Lovell. Toronto: J. C. Geikie, and Maclear & Co.

It can hardly be necessary to bespeak the attention of our Churches and their
Pastors to the Treatise above announced ; for that will be infallibiy secured by
the interest which they must feel in its subject, and the affectionate respect so
universally and deservedly cherished towards its excellent author. The resuiis
of much close and clear thinking, tested and commended by the experience of one
of the most successful of pastorates, extending over a period of more than a
quarter of a century, are here presented within a space very brief for the number
of points dealt with, and the fulness of the treatment given them; and in a style
lucid and foreible—showing, in connection with the entire absence of anything of
the nature of assumption or dogmatism, a manly confidence ia the correctness
and deep impression of the importance of the views set forth.

Ifa church would prosper—would secure the ends of its institution in relation
to its own members, the world which is in rebellion and perishing aromnd it, or
the honor of its Founder and Tead—it must govern itself by the laws which Ile
has given it; for these are at once the provision of Hislove and wisdom for the ac.
complishment of the ends in question, and the authoritative announcement of the
terms on which alone He will effect it. But to be obeyed. Christ’s laws must be
comprehended, which they can be only through means of repeted, careful, and can-
did e nsideration.  Such consideration the manual before us is, we think, eminent-
ly calculated to promote ; in which way the benefit to be anticipated from its publi-
cation will be very great, whatever the idea formed of its principles, or the use made
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of them. This, we are persuaded, is its author’s object, than whom ne one will
more gladly or more gracefully accept of anything which can be shown on reason-
able evidence to be * more excellent.” The points in reference to which there can
be fuir room for doubt seenm: to us few,—if indeed there be any of this character.
Su far as we can see, there is nothing which trenches on any of our cherished prin”
ciples; buton the contrary much calculated to make them better understood than
they sumetimes are, and to affurd valuable aid in working them out.  The reserva-
tion to the assembled church of the right of managing its own affuirs, and dving
its business in the way in which it holds, on careful consideration, to be best—the
vindication for it, in fact, of that right —secures its independency, whether the
plan of committees be adopted or not—which is but the application to church
business of the course pursued by other societies ;—iwhile the demonstrated rela-
tion of the churches to oneanother, supplies more than a justification of the mutual
use of all such means as may be in harmony with the will of the Master, for the
zepression and correction of what is wrong, and shows the power which may be
wiclded for what is good. Care will, of course, be requisite to prevent abuse in
the working out of the principles and plans embodied in the Doctor’s work ; but
that is not more than will be demanded in the case of any scheme which may be
substituted in their place. The suggestions, page 12, as to the separation of
matters of princivle from matters of detail in the conducting of church business,
are all important; so also are the remarks generally in reference to discipline—
but specially, in our opinion, what is said, pp. 42-44, sbout the withdrawal of
members in good standing; pp. 49-50, as to the importance and the mode of
determining, in disputed casco, where the blame lies, and what are its character
and amount, before the chureh proceeds to pronounce its judgment ; with chapters
eight and nine, on the duties of the church’s officers, the training of its members,
and the calling out into the ministry and the preparing for it of such of them as
cherish the desire, and give proof of the needful adaptations for it.

We close our notice uof this admirable commixture of good sense, respect for
Christ’s anthority, and desire for the well-being of our churches, and the diffusion
of our principles—yhich lets out not a little of the secret of the high character
and efficiency of the Church to which our valued brother has held so long the
relation of Pastor, as well as the Christian Jove which at once marks and blesses
it—with our best thanks to him for the service he has rendercd, and our best
wishes and prayers for the continuance and increase of his usefuluess and
happiness.

Trae Sovr axp tne Kincpow. By the Rev. R. A. Frrg, D.D. Sheldon & Co.,
New York ; and J. C. Geikie, Toronto.

With all earnestness would we recommend the above to the attention of our
readers, as a faithful and skilfully executed summary of “ The Teaching of the
New Testament in regard to the Soul; and the Nature of Christ’s Kingdom.”
It “ contains the substance of five Lectures, delivered—with the exception of the
last—Uefure the ¢ Young Men’s Mutual Improrement Sociely,’ connected with the
Bond Street Church and Congregation, Toronto,” of which its respected author is
Pastor,—published at the request of many, who were desirous of having a conve-
nient book which they could put into the hands of enquirers and others on the
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very important subjects of which it treats.  One better suited to such a purpose
could not easily be conceived of—whether we look at the fulness joined with
brevity, the correctness of the representations and the force of the reasonings,
the clearness and vigour of style, and the kindliness and earnestness of spirit that
characterize it—in all which respects it forms a very happy specimen of Christian
instraction.

In chapter first, the distinctness of the soul from the body is established ; the
second proves its consciousness in the state to which death introduces it; the
third, the immediateness; and the fourth, the perpetuity of its bappiness or
misery beyond the grave. The leading passages bearing on these various points
are adduced; and their meaning brought out in a way which reflects great credit
on the writer, and is eminently caleulated to carry with him the intelligent
reader.

Chapter fifth is devoted to an exposition of the nature of Christ’s kirgdom,—-in
which the author, after explaining the opposing nations entertained on the subject,
—presents a lucid statement of his reasons—one which, as seems to us, can hardly
fail to produce conviction where correct principles of interpretation are adopted—
for giving his preference in fuvor of what is usually called the spiritual view.

The service Dr. Fyfe has rendered by the publicatior of his excellent and well-
timed volume, entitles him to the thanks of all who love the truth. Ours we
tender him most heartily, and in the full confidence that we shall have neither
the houour nor the misfortune of standing alone.

v

Toree Visits To Mapacascar, by the Rev. William Ellis.  New York: Harper.
Toronto : Maclear & Co.

This is one of the most interesting books we ever read ; indeed, in point of
interest and importance it is worthy Lo be placed Leside Williams® Missionary
Enterprises, or Livingstone’s Travels in Africa. Madagascar has bad a melan-
choly interest for us since it wag the scene of persecution and martyrdom. and
for many long years the eyes of the Christian world have been directed to its
gloomy bills of darkness with a sort of sad expectation. The clouds seem now
to be breaking, and a change may be at hand which will surpass our Iargest
anticipations. The Queen’s son, the heir to the throne, is of a far different dispo-
sition to his mother. She has shown deadly hostility to the Christian fuith; hes
on the contrary, has displayed a strong leaning towards it; he is, moreover, of
an open and generous disposition, anxious for information and sincerely desirous
for the good of the people. The London Missionary Society had heard tidings
of this young prince, and that matters were so far changed in Madagascar that
it would be safe for a messenger to be sent on an exploratory visit. Mr. Ellis
was selected for the work, and from the sequel it becomes apparent that a bester
choice could scarcely have been made. e proceeded first to the Maurtitiug (from
whenee Madagascar is easily reached), and in the former part of the work we
have some esquisite deseriptions of the scenery of this lovely and wonderfully
fertile island. 1lis first visit to Madagascar was unsuccessful ; he landed on the
eastern coast but was refused permission to proceed into the interior, and in the
megociations about this business we have cur first insight into the Malagasy cha-
racter. This, s0 far as intellect goes, stands somewhat higher than credit has
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generally been given for. There is a vigorous spirit of nationality about them ;
they remember keenly certain outrages committed by British war sessels years
ago, and are determined if possible to prevent their repetition. Mr, Ellis was
asked what the people of England would do if a foreiguer were to land upon the
coast, take possession of land and commence trading operations with the people
in defiance of the Queen. Mr. Ellis replied he would soon find himself in the
hands of the police. They then said it could not be wondered at if they were
jealous of the English, for one of them had acted precisely so in Madagascar.

A second visit paid some time afterwards was more successful. The fears
which had heen entertained as to Mr. Ellis’ mission had in great measure been
dissipated, and he found on arriving that permission could be obtained to visit
the capital. The account of the journey is characteristic. Through deep rivers
and thick forests, over high mountains and down deep ravines, passing thickly
peovled villages here and there, he travelled on in a kind of sedan, and reached
the capital in about a month. Ie was received with great respect there, as coming
from England ; a home, too, was assigned him, and the prince especially treated
him with great cordiality and respect. It is impossible to repress a feeling of
strong interest and hope as the character of this interesting maa is brought out
in varivus conversations ; indeed we have seldom read of oxe in whom so many
good qualities are combined with such rare intellectual activity. e loves the
people, and if by God’s blessing he is spared to reign over them, brighter and
better days must dawn upon this most interesting island. Mr. Ellis had an
interview with the Queen, and found her & woman “every inch a Queen”—
reminding us somewhat ¢f our own imperious Elizabeth. Indeed we canuot
help feeling thas her determined opposition to Christianity arose from the fact
that it was with her identified as the religion of foreigners;—somewhat as
Iienry VIII. persecuted both Protestants and Catholics in his day, so did she the
Christians. Thnis, however, is over. The blood of martyrs has been shed, and
will doubtless be, as it has often been, the seed of the Church. A seed indeed
remains still, though no open profession dare He made, and there can be little
doubt that the Prince is in heart a Christian.

The book abounds with most interesting botanical notices; Mr. Ellis, indeed,
seems to be an enthusiast in that way, and goes into such raptures about beautiful
flowers that it is almost amusing. Between his first and second visits to Mada-
gasear he visited the interior of Cape Colony, and his account of the fruits of
missionary labour there is fully as interesting as that of his visit to Madagascar.
The baok is eminently one to strengthen the faith of God’s people in the power
of the Guspel. )

News of the €huvehes,

OPENING OF THE NEW CONGREGATIONAL CHURCIH HAMILTON, C. W.

It is just about twelve months since, that the Church in this place was in a weak
state, a variety of circumstances combining to this:—among the chief of these was
the old and uusightly building in which the Church worshipped. Within a few
years, several new and imposing churches have sprung up, drawing away many
who are always open to such attractions. The late Pastor was induced to accept
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an offer by the Paris church, and, just at this juncture, the Rev. Thomas Pullar
who had recently arrived in the neighbouring States, was induced to supply the
pulpit for & few weeks; his ministrations were so acceptable, that he was led to
accept the offer of the churchto become its pastor, and entered in his labours in
this capicity last October.  With much zeal he entered into the desire of the peo-
ple to ercct a new edifice ; a very liberal subseription was made by the Chureh, so
as to warrant the hope that sufiivient funds would be forthcoming for the comple-
tion of the building; and with much promptness, operations were commerced.
The old building was removed to the rear of the lot, and the church, with a short
interval, continued to worship therein, and the new building has gone forward
despite the “ hard times.” It was our privilege on the 15th of last month, to be
present and take part in the opening services; we wera much gratified to find a
very neat handsome brick building, with every convenience in the way of School
and Lecture rooms, Vestry, &c. It has been our lotto be present at many similar
services, but we never assisted at the opening of a chapel more completely finished
apd furnished.

The Luilding is calculated to seat 450 persons, having a gallery at one end, is
well ventilated and beautifully illuminated. It is well adapted for beth speaking
and hearing. The cost is about $4.600 and over $3000 has been collected and
paid, so that there is a debt of $1,600 remaining, which we hear the iriends are
making a vigorous effort to wipe off; so that, in a few years, we hope that they
will have their new and beautiful church free from debt.

The Rev Dr. Wilkes, preached the opening sermons on the morning and even-
ing of Sabbath, June 12, and the Rev. T. S. EHerby, of Toronto, preached in
the afternoon, The congregations were good, and the collections exceeded, $100.
The Wednesday evening Service, was very interesting—the choir, assisted by
several members of the Philharmenic Suciety, sung several anthems during the
evening, in esquisite taste, and contributed much to the enjoyment of the friends
assembled. A most interesting letter was read from the Rev. Dr. Dyer, the first
pastor, under whose auspices the former house was crected 22 years ago, and was
then one of the handsomest churches which Hamilton could boast. Letters
were also read from Rev. Dr. Izvine, and from Isaxc Buchanan, Esq., M.P.P., ex-
pressive of cordial sympathy with the church and desiring its prosperity.

The chair was occupied by the pastor, and spirited addresses were delivered by
the Rev. Dr. Wilkes, Rev. W. F. Clarke, (about to proceed as Missionary to
British Columbia,) Rev. S. D. Rice (Wesleyan), Rev. E. Ebbs, the late pastor,—
the Rev. A Duff, of Cowansville, and the Rev. T. M. Reckie, of Bowmanville. A
collection was again taken up, which with a few donations afterwards made,
reached $127. The whole proceedings of the meeting proved a happy termination
to the meetings of the Union, and we are sure that all who took part in these
services must bave returned to their homes refreshed in spirit, and encouraged
in the widst of their varied trials and difficulties to persevere steadiast to the end.
It only remains for us to express our earnest desire that the spiritual Israel may
grow and increase, and that from the new Iouse of prayer, thus auspiciously
dedicated, the word of God may sound forth—and that it may be said * this man
and that man was born there.”—( Communicated.)

J. A. DAVIDSON.

This indefatigable lecturer on Temperance, after an estensive tour in the Lower
Provinces, has crossed the Atlantic to Britain. Ie writes us from Bristol, in
which city he has held numerous successful meetings, and expresses strong hope

and faith in God. We wish him, and all good men in the Temperance refurma-
tion, “ God speed.”

PRESBYTERIAN UNION.

At.the meeting of the U. P. Synod, held in Toronto, on the 16th June, a basis
of union with the Presbyterian Church of Canada, was adopted. ‘This basis was
approved by the Presbyterian Church, with the addition in the 2nd section of the
2ud Article (referting to the right of searching the Scriptures, and of fullowing
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conscientiously its teaching, without let or hindrance) of the words: ‘“provided
that no one is allowed, under pretext of following the dictates of conscience, to
interfere with the peace and good order of Suciety,”—and further with the inti-
mation to the U, P. Synod, that the note appended to Art. IV, could not be ac-
cepted. For the information of our readers we give the said note:

“That the article having relation to Christ’s Ileadship over the nations, and the
duty of the Civil Magistrate, hus always been, and is, one of the things most
surely believed and most firmly maintained by the United Presbyterian Church,
while, ut the same time, she has coonstantly and carefully guarded agninst the
practical inference drawn from it by some, that Christ, as King of Nutions,
delegates his power to earthly Kings—that they are in any sense bis Vicegerents,
or that magisterinl interference in matters purely of a religivus nature is a medium
through which Christ exercises the authority with which, as King of Nations, he is
invested.

As thus approved, the basis of Union has been transmitted to Presbyteries and
Sessions, with instructivns to report on or before the ist of November:.

ABOLITION OF SUNDAY LABOR IN NEW BRUNSWICK.

The friends of the Sabbath will be pleased to learn that the arrangements of
the Postmaster-General to abolish Sunday labor in the Post Office department
have been fully completed, and that the whole Sunday labor has entirely ceased.
We understand that the St. John’s office has been altugether shut up the last two
Sundays.—St. Johnw’s N, B. Constitution.

WALES.

“Nine thousand have been decided in the two counties of Cardigan and Car-
marthen, Wales, since the commencement of the revival.” In one of theletters he
encioses, the clergyman says: *“ One feature of the present revival is the willing-
ness of the new converts to do any and everything nsked of them, answering, in
my apinion, to these words of the Psalmist,' Thy people shall be wiliing in the
day of thy power.” Another thing that speaks well in its favour is the unity and
brotherly luve that prevail among the brethren of the different denominations.
I do notv know of half-a-dozen of prayerless fumilies in the neighbourhed.” An-
other says: * In some localities almost all the people have joined either church or
chapel, and I have heard it remarked that in one neighbourhood there were only
three people who did not profess religion ; and this wonderful work is still pro-
gressing both north and south, Many thousands have been added to the churches
and dissenting chapels within the last six months, and more particularly within
the last three; and I have ascertained that seven churches in this neighbourhood
have had about seven hundred communicants added to them, chiefly within the
last two months,”—British Messenger, May.

RELIGIOUS STATISTICS OF GERMANY.

A Comparison of the Religious Statistics of Germany in 1840 with those of
1858 shows that the number of Protestants in nearly every state has increased in
a larger ratio than that of Roman Catholies. Whole congregations of Cathulics,
or at least & mujority of them, have in a number of instances become Protestant,
and Rome has lost to Protestantism four times as many priests as she has gained
proselytes from the protestant clergy. ‘I'he whole number of Protestants in the
states of the German coufederacy is at present 20,000,000, that of Catholics
23,150,000.

THE BIBLE IN ITALY
The Bible Society, taking advaniage of the political changes which have just
taken place in Tuscany have sent out a special agent to the authorities in Flor-
ence, to plead the cause of civil and religious liberty, and to promote the circu-
lation of the Scriptures in Italy.
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THE IDOLATRY OF GEN1US.—BY REVY. W. L. ALEXANDER, D.D, EDINBURGIL

I feel that I need not dwell on that grosser furm of the idolatry of genius to
which I have last directed your attention. 'Lhere is no person, in the least under
the power of religious convictii n aud feeling, who will not condemn and shrink
from such an audacious attempt to earry us back to a system of pulytheistic Pa-
ganism ; and even of thuse who have themselves been brought under 1ts insidivus
influence, very few, if any, will be found to stand forward as its advocates.  Let
it suffice, then, that I have unveiled this monster, and exposed it to your herror.
{ should trust that nothing more is needed to induce you to be on your guard,
lest unawares you fall into its snare. Whatever pastime you may take in the
fair fields of literature, let not your feet stray, even fur a moment, nigh to its
perilous hauats. * Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way
of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. For they
sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is tuken away, usless
they cause some to fall.” (Prov. iv. 14-16.)

It may be necessary, however, to enter  little more minutely into the criticism
of the uther and the less offensive forms of this genius-worship. And here I
would observe—

1. 'That, taken even ip its most innocent form, the worship of genius is {rration-
al. ‘The difference between one man's intellect and anuther’s can never be 50 im-
mense as to make it compatible with the dignity of a rational being for the less
gifted to bow down in bumage and reverence tv his more richly-endowed brother.
I'he gifted of men is but **a man of like passions with ourselves,” and, it may
be, a very weak and erring man in respect of those things in which it must be-
hyves a man to be strong, ~Is it worthy of us, I ask,—is it not a dereliction from
our proper manhood,—is it not something slavish and grovelling, to prostrate
ourselves befure one who, after all, is but for our fellow, simply because he has
received from God some shining gift which may have been denied to us, or which
wo may possess in less mensure than he? What would be thought of us were
we to treat other gifts «f Gud after the same fashion? Beauty 1s a gift of Gud,
and sometimes it is 80 richly bestowed that it almost seems superhuman: shall
we say it would become us as rativnal beings to worship that, or to hold festi-
vils in honour of the individual to whom thisrare gift belonged? Suengthisa
gift of God. and sometimes it decends upon a man so largely as to make him a
very Samson,—

¢ Whom unarm'd,
No strength of inan or fHurcest wild beast could withstand :”
would it be rational to bow down in reverence before that, and to do homage to
the giant in whose arm this resistless might resided? Or if it would be foolish
and irrational to worship such gifts, on what ground does it become rativnal to
worship genius, which, like them, is a gift of God, and nothing mare?

2. To do homage to genius, simply for its own sake, and apart from any uses
to which it may be put, isiémmoral. The first principle of morality is, that a man
18 neither to be praised nor blamed for what is merely physical and constitation-
al in him. The mere possession of a gift infers no excellence, implies no worthi-
ness. There is nothing praiseworthy but what is the result of choice, design,
purpose. A man no more deserves to be praised or rewarded for the mere pos-
gession of talents than he deserves to be rewarded or praised for having ears or
ceges. These are but organs or fuculties; it is as the possessor uses them that he
becomes n fit subject fur approbation or the opposite. These statements belong
to the mere alphabet of ethics; and it is a shame for any man to be ignorant of
what they ussert. But by the worshippers of genius all this is virtually set
aside. With them it is the mere faculty that is the object of admiration and
reverence. With them genius, if not positively virtue, comes in for vittue’s re-
wards, They are not content to admire it and to enjoy it; they must needs do
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homage to it. What can we say of this bat that it is unworthy of those who are
endowed with a enpacity of moral discernment?

3. The immorality of this mode of judging is greatly heightened when a man
of genius is lauded, and flattered, and celebrated, in spite of the impuunity, Llas-
phemy, or fulsehood by which his writings may be stained, or the crimes by
which his life may have heen defiled. In this case there is a virtual deciaration,
that a superabundance of intellect is an apulogy for a lack of morality,—thas the
moral qualities of a book are not to enter into our estimate of the worth of its
author,—~aud that a man who has broken the laws of morality, and, it may be,
vivlated every prineciple of common decency, has made ample atonement if he hag
written u few clever songs, or dashed off a page or two of unquestionable poetry.
What wross perversion of moral judgment is here? If this be a sound principle
of judging, the more a man resembles Satan the more will he be entitled to claim
our humage ; for the greater will be at once his depravity and his_intelligence.
Suppouse 0 ease resembling this; suppese a man combining unparalleled geniug
with unparalleled depravity ; would it be proper or seemly to celebrate him, and
bold festivals in his honour? And if pot, why not? Do you reply—* Because
of his wickedness?” Then you admit that the moral character of an agent has
gomething to do with the estimate in which heis to be held ; you admit that tnere
is somet .ing higher than power and genius and intellect ; you admit thag there is
sumething, the absence of which renders it unseemly and wrong to do” humage
to the pussessors of the greatest of powers? You are right; but in_asserting this
you condemn the genius-worshipper who insists upon adoring bis idol in spite of
manifold immoralities, and pronounce a deep censure on the principle of all com-
memuorative festivals in which those persons are treated as gods who, when they
were alive, fell short of the first and commonest daties of a man.

4. Tt is worth while to consider the effect which such perverted modes of judg-
ing, and the conduct to which they naturally lead, is calculated to have on the
moral interests of the youth of the community. What lesson, I beseech you, are
they likely to learn from homage paid to genius irrespective of morals? or in
whitt hgrht are they likely to regard works which mpy be deeply tainted with
victous sentimeuts, if they find the authors of these works applauded and celebra-
ted as worthy of the highest honours? I grant you,” wrote a friend to me the
other duy, in reference to the writings of the poet whose name has of late been so
much hefore the pubiie, “I grant you that it is not & book for the drawing-reom
table.”  Aye, but if you hold festivals in honour of the avthor, you will not be
able w keep his books from your drawing-room table; or if you banish them thence,
they will find their way into the private chambers of those whose innocence you
would fiin shield from their influence, and who will natarally plead that it can-
not be wrong for them to peruse what grave and wise and respectable men have
unitel in the luudest terms to praise.  Would such a result, I ask you, be desira-
ble? Would you who are parents like to see your children making such books
their favourite study?  If not, can you wonder that we should exclaim against
thuse who, by their unmeasured plaudits, are forcing this new difficulty on those
who have the care of bouseholds?

5. The homage offered by the genius-worshipper has in it the essence of idola-
try.  To be in spirit and principle an idolater 1t is not necessary to buw down to
images or to offer prayer to the elements. If that reverence, that luve, that ser-
vice which is due only to God be given to any—even the noblest—of Ilis creatures,
there is idolatry, and that oftentimes in its intensest state; or if creatures are
honoured to the exclusion of God ; or if the gifts which tle has bestowed, instead
of being made the ocaasion of glorifying 1him, are regarded simply as shedding
glory v their possessor,—there tog 13 idolatry, ofteatimes the mare blinding and
pernicious that it wears a guise of generusity and nobleness. But to bring this
puint to another test, let me ask those who think genius worthy of being rever-
cnced fur its own sake, on what principle they are prepared to condemn Nature-
worship?  You worship genius: Why ?—Becnuse it 1s the gift of God? Sois
Nature in all herrichness and beneficence.  Because it is attractive and brilliang ?
So is the sun in the heavens; so are the stars in their courses; so is the earth
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" with its myrind forms of lcveliness; so is this great and wide sea the image of
imweunsity, aud with its golemn voice speaking of' eternity.—Because it fills'you
with debght?  Su do the flowers that carpet earth’s surface, and the streams that
dance and sparkle in the supshine, and the music u{' the birds rejoicing in the
trees. Where, I pray you, dv you draw the distinction? Ou what principle, I
beseech you, must { eall the worship of Nature idvlatry, while Ladmit the worship
of geunius o be consistent with religion and the fear of God?

Such ure the grounds on which L rest my argument, and urge my appeal to
you; beware how you give any heed or uny encouragement to that insidious and
perilous tendency which it has been thedesign of this discourse to expuse. The
conclusion at which § have aimed is this: that whilst we cannot butadnire genius
wherever it is displayed, and whilst we are free to delight ourselves with its fruits,
s0 far as they are in accordance with rectitude and purity, we cught not to prefer
genius to gooduess, or allow it to blind us to moral distinctions and moral obliga-
tions; and we ought to give the glory of geniusto God alone, whilst we reserve
for the pussessor of it only such honvurs as he is eutitled to by the uses to which
he has put his genius, and the wise and worthy ends for which be has lived, I
huve suught culinly and dispassivnately to reason the subject, sulicitous rather to
convinge your judgments thun to carry with me your feelings. I now leave the
nratter with you, beseeching you to consider wnat I bave said as ealmly and dis-

“ passivnately as I have sought to say it.

There are many reflections of a practical kind which such a subject is ealeala-
ted to suggest. These, with one exception, I must leave you to gather for your-
selves. 'The reflection to which I am about to give utterance is one of such a
kind, that I would it were impressed upon y. ar hearts, though at the risk of your
forgetting all clse that I have uttered.

T'here unce dwelt on this earth a Man in whom all excellence was combined.
To the bighest power of intellect, and the freshest and richest genius, lle added
a life ot stmnless purity, spent in incessant deeds of benevolence and gooduess.
In the conflics of reason, He never met His equal: even bis very enemies were
constrained to turn from Him, saying, * Never man spake like this Man.” To
those that waited on lis instructivns Ie could say, *The words that I speak
untv you, they are spirit and they are life;” and deep-thinking aud earnest men
found them to be su, and turned to Him their spirits, as the flower turns its petals
to the sun, that they might drink in lis illumination. Nor was it to the wise
and learved alonethat He could speak with effect; He could stoop to the weakest
;and the most ignorant, and teach them ‘“as they were able to bear it.” Little

children recoguised in Him an instructor on whose lessons they could feed ; pub-

licans and sinners drauk in His words as words of consolation and of purity;

“the common people heard Him gladly.” And yet no honours followed in llis

train ; no laurels were placed upon his brow. Contempt and poverty and grief

haunted Lhis footsteps ; hatred and crueity spread for Him their nets; the only
crown tle wore was a crown of thorns; and when He gave His life for man’s

;redemption, it was by the wicked hands of men that lie’was crucified and slain.

i Isisstill alas! to a great extent the same. Though no longer amongst us in

‘bodily presence, this gracious Being still seeks to win the confidence, that lle may

save the suuls ef men. Ile seems, as it were, to stand by the highway of earth,

ialung which its myriad tribes are passing, and as He gazes on the hurrying

‘erowds, His voice is ever and anuvn heard saying: “To you, O man, I eall, and

my voice 1s unto the suns of men.  Cume unty Me all ye thatare weary and heavy

Jaden, and I will give you rest.” Do men beed Him'as e calls?  Ah! noj for

the most part, they push Him rudely aside, that they may hasten forward in the

Face fur gain or for pleasure ; some pavse 2 moment, only to mock and Lluspheme ;

Bome cry contemptuously still as they did of old, ** Can any goud thing come out

Of Nuzareth?” and only a {ew, comparatively, receive His doctrine, aud embrace

His salvation. And still He waits with that Divine patience of Ilis, and still

Pleads with men to turn unto Him and be blessed. O3, Divine Redeemer ! des-

;P|§ed and rejected of men still, even as Thou wert in the days of Thy flesh, when

wilt Thou assert Thy high prerog itive, and reign over a subjeci world?  When
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shall Thine arrows atick fast in the hearts of the King’s enemies, o that the peo-
ple shall fall under Thee?  When wilt Thou, by the attractions of Thy eross, draw
all men unto Thee? * Cume furth out of Thy royal chambers, O Prince of all the
kings of the earth! put on the visible robes of Thy imperial mujesty ; take up
that ualimited sceptre, which Thy Almighty Father bath hequenthed Thee; for
n(\»xw] the)vuice of Thy bride calls Thee, and all ereatures sigh to be renewed.'—
(Milton.

Be it ours, Christian brethren, to reserve the homage of our hearts for Him who
alone is worthy to receive it, and whom the whole Church on earth aud in heaven
unites to adore.

The Fragment Bastet,

Praver ror Mivisters.—Ilow vast the range of blessing your prayers may
take! Who can tell the history, or trace the wanderings of you cloud that sails in
light and glory across the sky, or indicate from what source its busom was filled
with the vapours it is yet to shed back upon the earth? Perhaps, though now
wandering over the tilled field and the peopled village, its stores were drawn from
some shaded fountain in the deep forest, where the eye of man scarce ever pene-
trated. In silent obscurity that fuuntain yielded its pittance, and did its work of
preparing to bless the far-off lands that shall yet be glad for it, And even thus it
13 with the descending Spirit. Little do we know often of the secret origin of the
dews of blessing that descend on the churches of God. In the recesses of some
lowly cottuge, iu the depths of some humble heart, may be going on the work of
pious intercession ; in answer to which the grace of Ileaven descends on us and
on our children, on the labours of the wondering and joyful pastor, and cn the
hearts of the far heathen, until the wilderness and the sulitary place nre glad for
themn, The time is to come, when from every home, brethren, such prayer shall
arise. Let us sustain and swell, in our day, the ascending volume of supplication
that is yet to roll round she glube, and never to fail until over a world regenerated
and purified the morning stars shali again shout for joy and th earth, emerging
from Ler long and disastrous eclipse of sin and wrath shall yet again walk the
heavens in her unsullied brightness—a new heaven and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness. Till then we have no reason, no right to intermit our
supplicativns ; ana it is only when, in the final accomplishment of David’s prayer,
bis greater Son shall have come to reign king over all lands, and to have domi-
nion from sea to sea—it is not until that prayer shall have beea made for him con-
tinually, and he shall daily have been praised, that the heliever remaining on earth
will be warranted to adopt to his own lips the touching and triumpbant close
appended to the supplications of the crowned singer of Israel, * The prayers of
David the Sun of Jesse are ended.*—W. &, Williams, D. D.

InexnavstinLe Fountain.—At all times and seasons faith and prayer find ful-
ness of merey and pardon and of grace to sanctify, in Jesus Christ. The supply
is inexhaustible. Mountains have been eshausted of their gold, mines of their
diamonde, and the depths of the ocean of their pearly gems. The demand has
emptied the supply. Over once busy scenes, gilence and solitude now reign ; the
caverns ring no longer to the miner’s hammer, nor is the song of the pearl fisher
heard upon the deep. But the viches of grace are inexhaustible. All that have
gone before us have not made them less, and we shall make them no less to those
that fullow us. When they have supplied the wants of unborn millions, the Jast
of Adam’s race, that lonely man, over whose head the sun is dying, beneath
whose feet the earth is reeling, shall stand by as full a fountain as this day invites
you to drink and live, to wash and be clean.—Dr. Guthrie.

Waxt or Liserarity.—One always receiving, never giving,.is liko the stagnant
pool, in which whatever flows remains, whatever remaing corrupts.—Jumes.
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THE DAY OF THE LORD

—

The Day of the Lord is at hand, at hand !
Its storms roll up the sky,
The nations sleep starving on heaps of gold ;
All dreamers toss and sigh ;
The night is darkest befure the dawn ;—
When the pain is sorest the child is borp,
And the Day of the Lord at hand.

Gutber you, gather you, angels of God—
Freedo n, and Mercy, and Truth;
Come! for the Earth is grown coward and old ;
Come dewn. and renew us her youth,
Wisdom, Self-sacrifice, During, and Love,
Haste to the battle-field, stoop from above,
To the Day of the Lord at hand.

Gather yon, gather you, hounds of hell—
Famige, and Plague, and War;
Idleness, Bigotry, Cant, and Misrule—
Gather, and fall in the snare!
Hirelings, and Mammonites, Bigots and Knaves,
Crawl to the battle ficld—sneak to your graves,
In the Day of the Lord at hand.

Who would sit down and sigh for 8 lost age of Gold,

While the Lord of all ages is here?
True hearts will leap up at the trumpet of God,

And those who can suffer, can dare.
Each old age of gold was an iron age too,
And the meekest of saints may find stern work to do,

In the Day of the Lord at hand.
Cuaries KiNcSney.

“THE LORD WEIGHETH THE SPIRITS.”—DRrovERss xvi: 2.

Man weigheth gold ; ench fragment slight,
Each atom of its glittering dust,

He in the well-poised balance lnys,
And marks with unforgetful trust.

Man weigheth words ; the fieeting breath
Thar’s coined within this mortal frame,
May waken anger unto death,
Or kindle love’s exulting flame.

God weighs the spirit; oh, beware,

Ye who by guile your sins would shroud,
There i3 an eye you cannot ’scape ;

A suu-ray rends the darkest cloud.

And when the gold the rust shall eat,
The tongue be silent in the tomb,
The motives of the secret soul
Give verdict in the day of doom.
Mpzs. Siqourney.



Familp Beading.

SOCTAL INTERCOURSE WITIL TIIE WORLD.

There will arise in the Christian’s course from time to time, many occssions on wh'ch
he will be in duubt as to some points of his duty, especially in the case of sucial intercourse
with the world, and of a participation in its amusements and receations.  Of course,
in very many cases his duty will be plnin, ¢ ¢., if he be honest and sincere and consist
ent. And pahaps the experienced Christian will seldum find any difficul'y; Iaim now
rather at the case of the newly awakened, the inquiring Christinn.  Well, in such cases,
he turns to has CHART, and on hat chart (s BiBLE), though he finds nut every rock
and shoal, and guicksand marked down by name, he finds it laid duwn plainly aud de-
cisively that the whole coast is dungerous. In plainer words, he finds a general principle
though perhaps nut in so many words, & specific statute, and that principle is ** Be not
conformed to this world.,” ‘¢ The friendship of the wurld is enmity with God.” By
whom is the amusement in question patronized? Whose equipages throng the door,
who make up the crowds that frequent it?  Are they those who arc the votaries of
cther and less dubious pleasures? Are they those who wear the world's badge and
have its mark stamped on their foreheads? Then let the Christian pause, let bim fear
to find himself surrounded by crowds of wordlings sympathising iu their pleasures,
joining in their laughter, drinking with them of the same cap. It must be at best, but
8 suspicious cup that mects tastes which should be ¢pposite ; it must be at best a sus-
picious path in which even for 3 moment the Christian walks band in hand with the
man of this world. Be quite sure of this, the world would not be drinkirg of that cup
if it were not in some way spiced to their taste. Alas, it is far more likely that the
Cliri~tian should have stepped out of his narrow path, than thut the worldling should
have forsaken his, to w~1k even for a moment with the Christian.— Rev. J. C. Miller.

K~owrence Not Wispoy.—There is a heapiog up of knowledge just as amen-
able to this censure as the ignorance of the unlearned, nut indeed sv censi.red by
man, but equally worthy of it in a true judgment. The intellectual fool, full of
knowledge but without wisdum, whose way is right in his own eyes, is no less a
foul, nay, more so than the ignorant fool, and as far from true wisdom. For
knowledge is a very different thing from wisdom ; knowledge is but the collecting
tugether a mass of material at best, whilst wisdom is the right perception and
right use, leading to further riches. ‘The mere heaper up of knowledge digs, as
it were, ore vut u% the earth, working underground in darkness ; whereas the wise
man faskions all his knowledge into use and beauty, praising and blessing God
with it, and receiving frum llim a fuller measure in consequence. Wisdom is
Enowledge applied to life—a thing of the heart; the heart controlling and using
all the head gathers ; knowledge by itself is a mere barren sture of the head, quite
separable from goudness and love, a thing capable of being possessed by devils.
For this we must mark, the humblest gvod heart which luves Gud alone can attain
to the knowledge of Gud. No mere intellectual power and pride can do that.
And hence we may see why the man whose way is right in his own eyes is a
fuol. Nothing but pride shuts out knowledge. Who is not conscious, taking
only the merest intellectual work, how little really depends on hiwself, how many
thoughts are direct gifts, how much precious material comes into his hands—is
given—not his own ; who will not admit, if nothing more, that a headache, a
qualm, may destroy his cherished hopes, s little can he rely on self ?—From
Sermons delivered at Uppingham School, by the Rev. E. Thring.

Tue FivaL JupcueNT.—* We must all appear,” or, ag now it is gencrally ad-
.mitted, the words with slight variation should be rendered, “ we must all’ be
manifested before the judgment-seat of Christ”’—a far more searching thought.
If we were to employ a homely expression, and say, *“ turned inside vut,” it would,
1 believe, exactly express the intention of St. Paul ; all that is inward now, and
thus hidden, becotning vutward then: every mask stripped off; every disguise
torn away ; whatever any man’s work has been, that day declaring it; and not
according to its eutsard varnish, but its inward substance.— Trench.



