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Spmpostum,

ON THE QUESTION OF CHRISTIAN UNITY.
EDITORIAL SUMMAKRY.

URING the last five months we have heard from a representa-

tive of the Episcopal, Preshyterian, Daptist, Methodist and

Coungregational Churches, teuching Cluistian Unity., We thank them

cordially tor their valuable aid iu this department ol our journalistic
eflurt.

Aud now it is in order toask, what conclusions have they veached ?
Atre they all of the same mind 2 If so, and if they express correctly
the dominaut sentiment of the budies to which they belong, a very
comprehensive union may be looked for shortly in Canada. 'We have
to qualify any such expectation, however, by two or three significant
facts. It is proper to state that we have not secured an expression
of opinion from any one Dbelonging to the old historic Chwch of
England. We invited a distinguished mivister or « priest” of that
communion to lead off in our Symposium, and he at first expressed a
desire to do so, but afterwards found it necessary to recede from this
position. We were then favored with the contribution of Bishop
Ussher as represcuting the Reformed branch of the Episcopal family.
We regret that important doctrinal statements in his discussion had
to be omitted for want of space, a remark which applies also to M.
¥leck's paper. In estimating the practical value of the opinions
advanced we must further bear in mind the fact that the writers
were in no sense anthorized to speak for their respective denomina
tions.  Even were our five chosen men able to aovee in all things—
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which is by no means the case—it would still be rash to predict
immediate union, because the same eilightened and conciliatory
spirit might not be found in all others concerned. Have they then
laboved in vain, and spent their strength for nought 2 By no means,
They have made several points very clear.

1. That in the opinion of the majority of them the present divided
state of the Church of God is not the bust.

The Methodist representative, the Rev. Dr. Shaw, dissents empha-
tically from this position ; and the Itev. Dr. Cornish, Congregationalist,
does the same, with apparently less strength of conviction, The
former for doctrinal and othev reasons, regards union * impracticable,”
and sees in it very grave dangers. It would lead to “spiritual stag-
nation,” to “arbitrary administration,” and involve “an element of
Ligotry.” To look for it is to disvegard the verdict of history which
“is most strongly and unequivocally in favor of the principle of
denominationalism” which has the great merit of * meeting the
variety of temperament and life with which it has to deal” The
Doctor therefore clings tenaciously to “ denominationalism” without
* the spirit of sectarianisi”—which is something difficult to define,—
and seems still more difficult to act upon in view of the well-known
zeal with which denominations “ diaw” upon each other, and try to
thrust each other out of certain portions of the Master’s field.
Practically, a denomination and a sect, if not identical, arc Siamese
twins, Their internal economy and the circulation of the vital cur-
rent are so intermingled that when the one dies the other cannot long
survive. 'We are pretty firmly of opinion that the Apostle who con-
demned the Corinthians for saying, “I am of Paul, and I am of
Apollos,” could not agree with our Wesleyan brother. It is not one
whit more innocent to say in Canada, I am of Wesley, or of Calvin,
or of Knox, or of the Pope, than it was to say in Corinth I am of
Paul, and 1 am of Apolles. The same apostle can say with equal
force to both parties, ““Are ye not carnal 2” T beseech you, brethren,
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be per-
fectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgent.”

We dling to the Aopstle’s view. It iaust be true, and somehow
practicable, and not necessarily leading to * stagnation” and
arbitrariness when the Church is constituted and ruled on Apostolic
principles and we have all been sulliciently enlightened by the Spivit
ol Goud and drawn neaver to Jesus our living Head.
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2. All are agreed that the Protestant. denvminations hold very much
truth in common.

Although no formal doctrinal concensus or creed is agreed upon,
yet all call for practical, united anl interdenowminational action.
Bishop Ussher boldly proposes an exchange of pulpits all round, and
correctly thinks that this wounld be a very telling step in the right
divection. 1t would give reality to what is often mwiably said and
written abous union, and shut the wouths of those who assert that
- this is all emipty talk intended only to gaiu popularity, or to lure
thoughtless souls from one denomination tv another. It would
certainly be stirring news for the daily press to scatter over the
country and for correspondents of English papers to telegraph across
the sea, that a Presbyterian or Methodist minister had actually, at the
request of the bishop, preached in the Anglican Cathedral, and that
the bishop had also officiated in « Methodist Meeting House. Plain
people would surely say, This means business, whatever may become
of Holy Orders and Apostolical Succession. Dr. Ussher is not alone
in this thought. The writers of our Symposium are unanimous in
supporting the proposal, and it is not casy to see how it can be
resisted, except by excluding the five denvminations they represent
{rom the communion of saints, or refusing their ministers any status
but that of laymen usurping ecclesiastical functions. Drs. Shaw and
Cornish, especially wige other excelicut methods of expressing the
spiritwal unity of the hody of Christ—methods which may be
profitably followed by all who wish tu be frank and fuir in working
for the ultimate realization of the Saviour’s prayer—*that they all
may be one.”

3. There is a notable silence on the subject of mutual concessions
to be made in order to union.

What is each denominativn ready to give up that they may all
meet on common ground ?  Will Presbyteriaus, Methodists, Baptists
and Congregationalists consent to modify the constitution and powers
of their Assemblies, Synods, Conferences and Uuions so as to have
Diocesan Bishops, spivitual lmds set over God’s heritage 7 (Can they
go back upon their own Listory and interpretation of Seripture
throngh centuries and quietly make this concession?  Will they
aceept the Anglican Prayer Book with all its High Church pliase-
ology 2 Or will thorough-going Episcopalians give up Diocesanism,
aud will they agvee to drop their claims as to Holy Orders and
Apostalical Succession 2 Will they frankly recognize the ministers
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of the other churches concerned as true ministers of Christ ? Will
they give its proper place to free prayer, or even agree to the revisivn
of their book—striking out the title « priest” us in no sense belonging
to the New Testament elder or bishop—discarding the ductrine of
baptismal regeneration, the sign of the cross in baptism, bowing at
the name of Jesus, kneeling at the Lord's Supper—in & word every-
thing which leads to sacerdotalism and sacramentarianism ?  Our
writers have not tried their dialectic skill upon these points, as well
as sundry others—doctrinal and practical—which have divided many
of the most profound and learned thinkers of past ages. This modesty
and silence on their part will be regarded by many as ominous of
diflienlties which are not likeiy to disappear suddenly.

4. The devnominational spirit as might be expected is manifest,
more or less, in all the discussions; and in one instance, that of Mr.
Upham, our Baptist brother (if he will allow us to call him brother)
there is an undisguised determination to show that his sect is right
and all the rest wrong.  According to his notion if union is ever to be
accomplished it must be either by leaving the Baptists out, or by all
others becoming Close Communion Baptists.  True, he says, it is
not so intended,” but he immediately adds, * It is meant rather as an
invitation to others to return to the ackuowledged teachings of the
New Testament on one point, and if there are points wherein we need
to return we wish to know them.”

Meanwhile in spite ot all the numerous volumes that have been
written for the very purpose of showing such points, Mr, Upham does
not “know them.” His case scems hopeless. How s such difliculty
m acquiring knowledge to be overcome ?  If Dale, and Bushuell, and
Wilson, and Edwsrds, and Mackay, and a thousand others, have
failed to indicate and prove points on which he needs to retuin, or af
Last became tolerant, we cannut hope to aid him in a few editorial
sentences.  We can assare him, however, that his practice on the
point to which he gives such prominence is nudeniably in opposition
to the whole of Protestant Christendom. It is necessary to say this
with emphasis, because he seems to try to convey the oppusite im-
pression, and to have it understood by a sort of universal cousent
that Baptists are right in their distinctive peculiarities. The eccle-
siastical history of centuries is the refutation of this idea.

Divested of circumlocutions the positions urged by Mr. Upham
are :(—

(1) That no infants should he baptized; and that close communion
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in the sense of limiting the Lord’s Supper to those who have been
immersed, is the only true and Scriptural rule to follow,

This is too large a subject to be treated in the space at our disposal ;
but we may remind Mr. Upham, that while he may excommunicate
infants and all who have not been immersed from the Kingdom of
Christ on eaith, we trust he does not mean to shut them out of
heaven. The Spirit of God can assuredly reach and renew the souls
of the little ones. And we venture to think that when our good
brother gets home to glory he will meet a countless multitude of the
excommunicated and of these little ones wround the throne of Him
who said, “ Suffwr little children to come unto Me, and forbid them
not ; for of such is the Kingdom of God.”

(2) That immersion is the only mode of Baptism, and that “ minis-
ters of the tirst rank in all communions” concede this, and then, with
strange inconsiste® 3y amounting, as we would think, to intolerable
stupidity, if not moral obliquity, persist in baptizing by powing and
sprinkling.

Let those who make such concessions and show such incunsistency
answer for themselves. We have only to say that we and the
body to which we beloug are not of the number.  Nov can we allow
it to go abroad by direct statement or skiltul insinuation that Preshy-
terians, Ipiseopalians, Methodists and Congregationalists agree with
Baptists on the subject of immersion and in the treatment of infants
in excluding them from the visible Church. Such is not the case. o
bring forward a few persons in these communions who may have ex-
pressed DBaptist views and make them stand for the whole is as unfaiv
as Lo regard Mormons, who baptize by plunging, as the true exponents
of Baptist upinion on immersion and close communion.

(3) Mr. Uphaw’s trinmnphant conclusion is that all, exeept Baptists,
are unbaptized, and therefore, on this very manifest ground are justly
excluded from communion ; and yet, these unbaptized people, with
what must be regaded as daving temerity, celebrate the Lord’s
Supper among themselves.

This is too much, and contrasts unfavorably with the generous aund
in many respects, Catholic views and aspivations ot the other
writers.  We ounly add that we refer with special satisfuction to the
admirable and eloynent paper of M Fleck as expressing, upon the
whole, the views which we entertain,
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POWER AS AN ATTRIBUTE OF CHRIST’S
TEACHING.

HE actual practical power of Christ’s teaching vindicates hix
claim to divine honors.

1. It has satisfactorily solved the problems of the soul. All
througa human history there has run a dark thread of religious doubt.
There are certain absorbing questions over which the world has been
working, like a school boy over the puzzling mysteries of mathema-
tics, and these problems every great system of philosophy or theo-
logy has tried to explain. These are nc minor questions either: they
touch life at vital points. What is God ? What is man? Whence
came he, whither goes he? How did sin come to be and how is it
to be put away ? How was the universe made? What is death
and what is after death ?

What answers have been given by even the vest and purest
schools of human thought ?  How unsatisfying—how absurd ! Think
of the shocking and monstrous errors into which mankind have been
betrayed in seeking peace with oneself and with God! Idolatry,
with human sacrifice and consecrated sensuality—pantheism, athe-
ism, materialism—every form of error in doctrine and evil in practice
has been linked with the name of religion. Now turn to the Christ
of God—has He thrown the light of Heaven on these dark questions ?
Think of that cross which is the central and focal point of history,
toward which all lines converge from crestion—from which all di-
verge to redemption completed in Heaven; look at Calvary and
in the speechless anguish of the Lamb of God, behold every problem
forever solved. Do you ask, “ What is God ?” Here you learn: He
is love : too just to redeem the sinner without a ransom—too pure to
admit him to heaven without holiness—too good to leave him to cer-
tain ruin. Do you ask, “ What is man ¥” Look again at Calvary.
Man must have been sinful, else why should the sinless One sufter
in his stead—man must have been immortal for there would be no
such sacritice simply to save him from temporal woe. Man must be
free and responsible, otherwise both gudlt and faith would be imposs-

[422]
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ible. Do you ask Zow ccme sin? Read the answer in the shadow
of that Cross: for had not sin come through man, God would not
have needed to become man, in order to expiate it, the race which in
the first Adam died, in the second Adam may be made alive.

Do you inquire, how is man to be reconciled to God ¢ That Cross
auswers: the God-man is both a suerifice and eronple : if we appro-
priate by faith the merits of his death and by obedience the merits
of His life, both pardon and purity become ours.

The divine teacher brings the wisdom of Gud to sulve the problems
of the soul.  Questions over which the brightest and best of men
have vainly studied, vre svlemn hour of dying agony, has fully and
forever answered.  Aumid the darkness which mighe be felt, there is
one spot where light is to be found. The cry that yent in twain the
temple’s wveil, opened to view the holy of holies, with its glory
everlasting. The smile of peace which shone on His face, when He
said “1it is finished,” and gave up the ghost, cleft the darkness of a
world’s despair with the ray of reconciliation: and to this day no
soul needs walk in the gloom—to follow this glemn is to come into
the light of life.

2. A still more severe and decisive test of the power of Christ’s
teaching, remains to be applied—How does it naturally affect human
conduct and character 7 Is it a reforming, transforming power in the
soul and in society ? Complete as a philosophy, it meets man’s crav-
ings; complete as a revelation, it solves man’s problems: does it
complete as a vital force, regenerate human life ¢ Duoes it prove it-
self the truth of God by being the power of God ?  I'aul declared
that for this reason he was “not ashamed of the gospel of Chuist,’
not ashamed to preach it as a chained prisoner at Rome, the centre
and focus of pagan culture—because it was “ the power of God uuto
salvation.” His chains clanked as he preached it, but the chains fell
from souls as he preached.

Note his word—power—dunamis—the gospel is the divine dynr-
mic force in human history. Practical tests ave far more severe than
theoretical. 'Whatever may be said of Epicurus and his philosopuy,
his followers became, aftera time, selfish and sensual; appetite be-
came their idol and the word “epicire, is the sad witness of the low
level of gluttony, intemperance and debauchery to shich Epicureanism
sank.

The adherents of stoicism were known as cold, hard men—coled
even to cruelty, kard even before want and woe.  And the Platonist,
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purest of all, only dreamed of virtue—and with a high ideal before
him was practically a cypher ! '

Now go back eighteen hundred years and start with Christ’s gos-
pel, as it enters on its historical path, It enthrones and enshrines
itself in a few humble, unlearned men, and their lives burn with its
beauty and end with voluntary martyrdom. Follow the gospel of
Christ as it murches down the centuries, and what do you see?
Hard hearts, cruel with erime, that no liwnan love could soften, no
human power impress, are broken into contrition and love. Weak
women, timid and trembling, are fortitied by it to dare the scourge,
the rack, the stake, the cross, or face without fear the fierce Numidi-
an lion in the arena. Millions of martyrs under no compulsion but
the sweet constraint of love, welcome the agonies of torture—and
from all the grades of society come up to the coliseumn and soak its
sands with their blood, rather than utter one word to disown or dis-
nonor Him, whom not having seen they love.

The world can furnish no parallel to this: Men have died for a
principle, and that principle an exror ; for u religious faith, and that
faith & falsehood ; but self-sacrifice so perfect, so pure, and so ve-
peated, is peculiar to the followers of Christ, and it has challenged
the wonde. and applause even of the enemies of Christ.

The teaching of Christ has been for cighteen centuries the leaven
and the lever of society—the leaven to pervade—the lever to up-
lift. At first a handful of disciples in the humble homes of Palestine,
then that handful flung by persecution broadeast over the surround-
ing countries, till from Jerusalem the gospel spread to Antioch and
Rome and Alexandria and Constantinople. The cross of a crucified
criminal at Calvary is the nucleus of a world’s illumination and re-
formation! The fame of gospel triumphs spread beyond the fields of
conflict and as the lines of influence lengthened and their circles
reached round new centres of power and wickedness, in fear men
cried out—it is turning the world upside down !

The little arny of Jesus with no badges or banners, no weapon
but truth, and no force but persuasion, in the face of fearful perse-
cutions grew mightier and mightier year by year. The blood of the
martyrs was the seed of new churches, it fell like a fertilizing dew
on a barren soil. Met with violence, the followers of Christ used no
violence, though they kept silence with respect to social sins and
vices which had taken the form of institutions, yet they did not
tolerate evils with which they forbore. The gospel overcame evil
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with good.  Iirst making the man anew, through ecach tollower it
reached out to grapple with corrupt society. (Gatlering strength,
like volcanie fires beneath the surface, it heaved social life like an
earthquake, bringing to the dust its palaces of iniquity in high
places and its thrones of regal wrong. Without a loud denunciation
of pagan usages, it has gone nowhere except to march over ruins of
those ten sacial evils, polyzamy, infanticide, legalized prostitution,
capricious divoree, bloody and brutal gawmes, death and punishment
by torture, unjust wavs, caste and slavery. The pure hemt and true
conseienee of believers were the channels through which Christ un-
devtook to overturn existing wrong. And yet mark the results,
some of these evils ceased to be common practices and beenme secret
sins; some disappeared entirely, some were bome with, as doomed
and decaying, and to this day wherever Christ, the divine teacher,
goes by his gospel, in proportion as that prevails, these corrupt social
usages shrink like owls of the night before the growing glory of the
day dawn.

M. Guizot says that he himself was a rationalist in veligion uutil
he undertook the preparation for the press, of an edition of Gilihon,
The investigation necessary to prepare notes for this edition, led him
to accept Christianity as a system that could not be explained by
purely human forees,

Four hundred years have not passed since this continent was
thrown open to civilization.  Yet to-day sixty willions of frecmen
are here gathered ; from hill and vale christian churches Lift their
spives. The gospe) of Christ set foot on New England shores and
took up its march across the continent, and where in its track do
you find the nine social evils ¢ Polygamy hides in a corner, farthest
removed from the New England that cradled our Amervican Protes-
tantisin,  Infanticide everywhere a concedled erime—legalized pros-
titution almost unknown.  Capricious divorce encowmaged for the
most part ozly in irreligious conmnunities.  Bloody and brutal games
to be seen only in subterranean holes. Death and punishment by
torture a relic of antiquity ouly—we never saw a rack, a cross, a
hurdle. Cruel wars, all wars—giving place to peaceful arbitration.
Caste unrecognized, and even slavery now no more exist.ng among
us.

Christ’s words are not only vital but vitulizing. We are prone to
think there i little power in words without a zoice, the magnetism
of the man behind the speeck. 'We think the world must be roused
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as Luther woke Genmruy—Dby the trumpet—tongue.  But the tongue
that tanght on Tudean hills has been silent now for fifty generations
—and still the =spet of Chuist is the power of Gad unts salvation to
every one that bel'eveth.  You rcad these words, and there is life
in them-—a soul in vhem speaks to your soul.  You vead the words
of men aud vou feel .» rare cases that you are communing with mas-
ter mimds —vou vead (Meist's and you feel the thrill of the life of
{dod.

Accvant "or this Inspiration if you can on any human theory !
Who was i. solved these probleins of the race, brought life and im-
mortality to fight, tanght man his origin, nature, interest and destiny ?
Who was e who reformed the soul and transformed society—who
by Lis simple gospel still marches through the centuries with the
tread and the trophies of a couscious conqueror ? Whose words
are these that break hard hearts and yet heal broken hearts, that
subdue the strong bnt nerve the weak, and to-day are turning the
world upside down ! Yes. mere words—with no magnetic voice to
leud them power, no personal presence—yet before them vice and
wrong, error in doctrine and evil in practice, tremble and totter and
fall as before an earthquake.

Surely the author of the Cosmes and of the Logos must he one and
the sume: for in both the works of creation and the written word
we find the same inherent symmetry and beauty, grandeur and glory
the same marks of the infinite mind !

Aeruve L. PiresoN.
Dhiludelphia, Pa.




GOSPEL POWER VERSUS RUM POWER.

TPHE title of this paper suggests the idea of two opposite forces

coming into collision.  The Gospel of Christ is against tie
liguor tiaflie, and the lignor mafficis against the Gospel of Christ.
The Gospel and the traflic are as opposite in their aims and results as
their respective authors, Chyist and the Devil, are in their characters.
In directing the attention of the readers of the JouexalL to the
temperance problem, I wish them to bear in mind that this is a
defensive warfare in which we are engaged.  The enemy has invaded
owr land, created riot in owr streets, and slain our loved unes in their
homesx. A <kilful general would tell us that in vrder successfully to
disladgze an enemy, it is necessary to ascertain his position and strength
as well as the kind of weapon he uses. If we as temperance workers
take this hint, it will ¢enable us to marshal our forces to better advan-
tage.

The position of the enemy cannot be ascertained by any weogva-
phical or mathematical caleulation. Rum power appears almost
everywhere, in our business thoronghfares and places of holiday
resort, In our city, connty, and town councils ; in our national clubs
and houses of parliament; in the homes of hoth rich wnd poor. 1t
can also be recognized in our churches. It follows some ministers
into the pulpit and muzzles their mouths that they dare not give
utterance to their thonghts on this question lest they should offend
some intemperate pew-holder. It has gone =o far as actually to epen
some ministers’ mouths the other way, to give forth utterances which
endear them to the advacates of the traffic.  We all have our awn
opinion of an officer who stands in our xanks and wears our uniform,
and at the same time manufactures ammunition to it the cuemy’s
guns. The position of ram power in society is the same as that of
water in a sponge, or of fever in the human system.

The weapons used by the enemy ave, strong drink, law breaking,
perjury, dynamite and high license.  Our weapons, on the contrary,
are the Word of God, prayer, instruction of the youuny in temperance
principles, the pulpit, the press and the Canada Tempertuce Act.

Cheered on by the asurance that the God of Battles is on our side,
let the whole phalanx of the temperauce army advance with faith in
God and determiuation of success in this name.

[427]
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In this work, as 1n the missionary work of owr Chureh, it will not
do to pray and stand with arms folded. The enemy is not slwinbering.
Our duties as temperance workers might be summed up under the
following two heads: 1st. moral suasion ; 2nd. legal suasion. These
should not be separated. Unitedly they contain the elements of
suceess. The moral suasion theory has been tried alone, aud not with-
out good results. It has prevented many from taking the first glass,
and has reclaimed many drankards, but it has proved insufficient for
the arowing strength of the drink traflic.  These who sell and drink
liquor are not much afraid of wmoral suasion. They do nat, asa rule,
mob the organizers of bands of hope, or temperance lecturers who
confine themselves to moral suasion. I know a saloon-keeper who
speaks with an air of pride of the fact, that his children belong to
the band of hope,

While moral suasion has not accomplished all that we desire, let us
not cast it aside for that rearewi ; continue it with renewed eneray, and
add to it the much dreaded and eftectual ordnance of legal suasion.
By the mention of legal suasion, I do not mean a licens2 system.
We make great concessions to the enemy when we agree to license
the tiaffic. The very word Zicense makes him smile at his own pros-
pects and the simpiicity of those who grant it. The license simply
enables a few to purchase, at a cheap rate, the monopoly of the retail
drink traflic in a given place. ‘They profit by th: transaction at the
expense of the corporation, which thus throws around them the res-
pectable cloak of license while drunkenness increases, and inmates are
prepared for our prisons, asylums, and poorhouses. all under supervi-
sion and protection of law.

What we mean by legal suasion is the total prohibition of the trafiic.
While the parliament of Canada is yet ton much under the influence
of rum to give us a prohibitory law for the Dominion, it has given us
a legal option law, known as the Ncott Act, for which we are very
thankful. It is about cight years since the act was first adopted, and
it is now 1in force in sixty-three counties and cities. Although several
repeal votes have been taken, not one, so far, has been suceessful. Is
not this a strong argument in its favour? The very fact that thuse
who are engaged in the traffic put forth strenuous efforts to have th:
act repealed at the end of each period of three years; is an evidence
that the art isaccomplishing the work for which it was intendel. I[ it
pleased the rumsellers we would have to abandon it.  The strongest
evidence, iowever, in favour of the act is to be found in the weport of
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the inspector of prisons, which shows a wonderful deciease in the
criminal code where the Scott Act is in force and a slight increase in
crimie where the traffic is under license. It can now be contidently
asserted, without fear of successiul contradiction, that where the Scott
Act is adopted it con be enforced and it does prohibit.  Two things
are necessary, however, to its success in any given city or county :—

L. A police magistrate and Inspectors who are in sympathy with
the Act, who cannot be hought, and who have a fair degree of moral
courage.

2 The heaty spmpathy and co-operation of the temperance com-
muuity with the officials.

When these elements combine, the most satisfactory results
follow.,

While the Scott Act is not all that can be desired, it is undoubtedly
the best we have ever had, and the adoption and enforcement of it is
the shortest road to tetal prohibition. It is, as Hun. Mr. Foster states,
“u public edusator,” and it is also, we arve inclined to add, vn arecl-
leat purlinment cducator, and  that is where the education is most
needed at the present time.  When 2 member of the House of Com-
nons is to vote for or against prohibition, the recollection of a fifteen
hundred wajority of his coustituents in favour of the Scott Act
educates him wonderfully. Some of our representatives in parlimnent
endeavour to hide behind the statement that public sentiment is not
yet vipe {or prolibition. Why, the land is resonant with voices
erving for prohibition. Every vote cast for the Scott et is a voice.

Svery tine imposed for its violation, and every mob organized for its
opposition represent scores of voices crying, © give us protection from
the rvages of rum” The milway and steamboat accidents cansed by
strong drink, the wretchedness and poverty and crime to be seen on
every hand represent hundreds of thousawds ol voices crying * Away
with this demon from the earth

Not yet vipe? 10 our members of parlinment who speak thus had
but an adequate idea of what this ripening process costs they would
sutely abandon their theory atonce. Naot yet vipe ! Wait, they say,
till a few more thousands fall into a drunkard’s gimve. . Wait il
more heuts are broken ad more homes desolated, until more of gur
young men cenltivate the drvinking habit, which will make them
slaves, wait until Satan reaps vicher harvest of precions souls thvough
the wreney af strong dvink ! It is the necessity and the urgeney of
the caxe that constitute e ripeness, Camadac was vipe to diive
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the Fenians back when she heard the firvst tidings of the invasion.
Montreal was ripe for a vaceination law when the awtul disease
hegan its walk of death through the city. Canada is vipe for prohibi-
tion to-day, so ripe that she is decaying for the want of it

Let us all be alive to the importance of the present time. 1 have
ucither seen nor heard anything to disconrage the hope that every
stident in training for the ministry of our church is a pronounced
Prohibitionist.  Allow e to suggest that excellent work may be
done hy studeuts who may next April be appointed to mission tields
in districts where the Scott Act campaign will be at full heat.
Bretnren, remember that you go forth not only as undershepherds, bat
also as soldicrs of the cross; uot only to feed the Loed's tloek, but to
fight the Lond’s enemies. There is uo telling the good that might be
accomplished by every student commencing his work by a strong tem-
perance sermon bearing divectly upon the point at issue, and {ollowing
it up by faithful personal dealings with those of his flock who may.
have Leen uusled by false vepresentations of the Act and its workings.
I think [ cannot couslule this article in abetter way than by recom.
mending every would be temperance worker to subseribe for the
Canadi Citizen, a Torouto weekly, the organ of the Dominion Temper-
ance Alliance. It sugests excellent ideas and supplies feil and

reliable mformation, )
' . G, CaMERDN,

Dungannon, Ont.




THE COST OF BELONGING TO THE CHURCH OF
ROME IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

EW people outside the pale of the Church of Rowe, have any
idea of the cost of belonging to that institution ; and even the
members of that Chrch, have but a vague notion of the amount they
are called upon to contribute, year by year, to the support of their
Spiritual Mother. 1t is only when pressed to make a detailed account
of their contribution, that they can arrive at an approximate estimate
of the amount thus expended annually.

The following, which is the result of many conversations had on
the suliject, with Roman Cathoties of this Province, and in particular
with a resident of the County of Two Mountains, may help to ferm
an idea of the eaormous burden laid on the shoulders of our fellow-
citizens of Catholic persnasion.

The party to whom I have veferred, holds a farm in the Parish of
St. Monique, County of Two Mountains.

Thiz property is nut large, containing only sixty-six acres of land,
about four-fifths of which are at present under cultivation.

On this small farm, he remembers having raised as much as a thou-
sand bushels of grain in a single year, on which a tax of four percent,
ar the twenty-sixth bushel, must be paid to the priest, for tithes,

It 35 hard to estimate what swwms of woney this would have
brought, but putting it down, in round numbers, at twenty dollars, as
does my friend, seems so reasonable, that but few will object,
especially among those who know anything about it. This outlay
may very well be taken as an average contribution per family through-
out the province. If so, and rveckoning the number of Catholic
families at two hundred thousand, we reach anannual income of four
millions of dollars. If some people are inclined to thiuk that this
estimate is tov high, let them remember what opposition was raised
against a political party of this part of the Dominion, lor simply dar-
ing to put the abolition of tithes on their progrumme, and what
lamentations were heard throughout the Catholic world, when it was
reported that tithes in Italy were a thing of the past.  The Church
extensively profits by this impost, and will always be unwilling to
have it abolished, knowing full well that any compensation wonld be
far less than she is getting at present.

[431]
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et us not forget in our computation, that the twenty-sixth bushel
of grain in a parish, means also the twenty-sixth farm in that par-
ish; that in a parish of five hundred families or farms, 1t represents
fwendy such farms.  Let us not omit, besides, the fact, that the priest
is at no outlay for the cultivation of these; that the produce of these
must be brought to him ready for the market ; that he invariably
receives the best the country will yield. Now, as there me 200,000
farms under cultivation in the Province, there ave, consequently,
8000 exclusively set apart for the use of the Church.  But tithes we
only oue itew in a loug list.

A farmer is not acquitted of other Church dues because he pays a
certain amounnt in tithes ; he must forcibly contribute to the erection
of gorgeous huildings, for the purpose of sheltering the water that he
is pleased to call le Bon Dieu. Here also, it is difficult to arrive at a
correct estimate of the amount paid over by the farmer. Yet an
average of five dollars per year would scarcely appear an exaggera-
tion, in districts where new churches arve being put up. This is the
estimate that the friend mentioned above gives, and it has been, be-
sides the amount of his contribution for several years back. So far
then we reach the sum of twenty-five dollars, a very small estimate
for the itews mentioned.  We proceed to another.

In the Provinee of Quebee, Rume compels her followers to vemain
idie from ten to twelve days, under pretext of honoring saints, wany
of whom will be found anywhare but in Paradise.

An intelligent laborer, in my presence, put down this loss, for him.
sell and family, at no less than five dollars, or an aguresate of fifty
dollars a yearr  To a farmer, it must be everr move than this ; for, not
only is he himself unemployed with whatever hands he may have
under him, but his teams are also idle and consuming all the while.
Yet, in case some one should thinle that we are inclined to exaggerate,
we set down only one half of this sum per family, annually. This
brings the total cost of heing a Roman Catholic, in the Provincee of
Quchec, to no less than fifty dollars per family—and we beg leave to
continue.

Contributions to the erection of a temple, and regulaly paying
tithes, does not entitle a man to a free seat in the building he has
helped to coustruect. 1f he wishes to rest his weary limbs on Sundays,
it will cost him a few dollars more for a suitable pew for himself and
family —an item which will add two, three, fonr, and sometimes five,
in certain cases, as much as twenty-five dollavs to his annunal expenses,
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But let us be fair, and strike an average of five, this will bring the
amount to fifty-five dollars annually taken from the family of the
man who has the mistortune to belong to the Church of Rome. Yet
this is not all.  Baptisms, marriage and funeral services must be pro-
vided for. It is well-known that French Roman Catholics at least,
do not have the reputation of being mean in these matters. Their
families are invariably large, no matter what the cost may be; and
the Church shows that she is not altvgether indifferent to the revenue
thus derived, because she has taken the trouble of regulating every
one of the ceremonies that must be performed on each occasion,
attaching to every part of the service, an appropriate reward.

A baptisin would scarcely be valuable, if it did not cost over a dol-
lar ; a marriage ceremony would be very ordinary indeed, that would
not come up to five dollars ; and what would people think of a burial
service that did not cost at least twenty-five dollars for a grown-up
person, or from five to ten dollars for a very small child?  Reducing
all these now to a yearly allowance for the purpose of meeting all
these expenses, an average of five dollars annually set aside seemns to
us fairly within the limits of truth, and allows us to pass to some-
thing else.

So far, we have reached the sum of sixty dollars per family ; yet
we have not. mentioned 1asses for the dead, masses for the material
prosperity of the family, masses in order that great calamities may be
averted, masses for the sick and for almost every possible event in
life ; and we have omitted the cost of pilgrimages here and there ; of
the strings, ribbons, belts, scapularies, curative images, medals, cruci-
fixes of stone, wood, iron or lead, relics without number ; and holy
candles kept burning, year in and year out, bafore a picture of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. It is not without mouey also that one can be-
long to the different socicties organized by priests with the object of
having masses chanted every now aud then, vather with the object of
drawing money from the poor as well as the rich, but more especially
the former.

And what values does the Church of Rome give in-return ? Beads,
crosses, large and swmall, scapularies, indulgences, ignorance, supex-
stitions, fetters to enslave the nations of the earth !

Each family contributes at the very least sixty dollars. The
province is taxed to the extent of ten or twelve millions of dollars
annually, for which it can show in rveturn nu value. Is it
astonishing, when one considers these fucts, that the province should
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be 50 poor ! that so many of its inhabitants should seck to alleviate
their burden Ly fleeing to the United States ?

An annual sum of sixty dollars, six hundred dollars in ten years,
and with interest added, probably a thousand! What farmer can bear
such a burden and be able to meet the many other outlays incidental
to that cailing !

But many are awakening.  Before long, it is to be hoped, a better
day will dawn. Alveady relief is coming. Missionaries supported by
the various denominations are on the field. Their voice is being
heard. Cluist is made known. Soon the burden will be taken from
their shoulders when they hear the Lord of mercy calling them and
saying unto them :—“ Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy

laden, and I will give you rest.”
T. Z. Lerenvee,
Quebec City.



THE TRUE BASIS OF SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK.

OR many years the Palestine Explovation Society has pushed
forward its peculiar work. It, and travellers animated with its
spirit, have made the geography of Gallilee, Samaria and Judea as
familiar as that of any of our provinces. In the face of incredible
opposition, from Mohammedan jealousy and fanaticism, its agents
have excavated the site of the city of the Great King so completely
that one of Capt. Warren’s last works is entitled “Underground
Jerusalem.” One of the results of these excavations has lately been
strongly brought to my mind. Tn seeking for the base of the Temple
of Herod, the explorers discovered that underlying this structure are
the massive foundations laid by Solomon for his grand temple. This,
as you remember, the Peaceful King began in the fourth year of his
reign. Fresh from the personal observations in his shafts, Captain
Warren says he cut the foundation well into the rock and built it
of strong stoues, such as would resist the encroachments of time.
These were united together from the ledues of the shelving mount
upwar 's, and when brought to onelevel with the threshing floor, be-
came a sure basis for the maguificent strueture which was tobe ervected
thereon. The stones for this great work were brought down from the
royal quarries under Bezetha — north of the temple. It was of them
the disciples remarked to Jesus, as they came out of the temple,
“ Master, sce what manuer of stones and what buildings ave heve” [
feel as though I am in this article excavating the foundation of a
temple gander and faiver than Solomon’s ancient glovy of cedar and
gold ; a temple where the Shechinah always flames and where throng
millions more than darkened Jerusalem and her surrounding moun-
tains, even in her holy feasts, a temple where children still give forth
perfected praise, and Jesus, alive for evermore, still stands and evies,
« If any man thirst let him come unto me and drink.”

Though sinking a shaft down through the gathered rubbish of years
is not always easy or pleasant, I found a certain delight in it, princi-
pally from the impmiance of the excavailon. Tmportans for the pur-
pose of discavery of the suppois of past construction, and even more
important for the parpose of building in the fature, for we realize that
everything depends on a true basis. If you build your house upon
the sand, its scams and cracks will grin at your folly, and when the
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rains descend and the floods come, and the tornado beats——and the
blasts of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall,—your house
will fall. If the Sabbath-School work-has no firmer and deeper
principles under it than human expediency and human wisdom, while
it stand it will crack and seam, and when floods of criticism, and
storms of opposition blow, it will totter and fall, and we had better
move out of it in time.

If you build your house on one of its sides, you will have no door
for entrance, no windows for light, and the foundation will protrude—
an unsightly mass of stone and mortar. If you construet your Sabbath
School on the obligation to train your children in the knowledge of
Jehovah, you are constructing on truth, but on truth out of its place,
on side, not foundation truth. You will nike the Sabbath-School
stand on the basis of the family and a substitute for it, crowding it
off, and you will give no entrance to adults, and all this time the true
foundation will Le high up in the air

If you erect your Sabhath-School on the original Robert Raike’s idea
—on the obligation and divine impulse to reach negleeted children,
and bring them in and train them for God, as generally they erect their
schools in England, you will build your house on one of its ends and
yvou hut out all Christian adults and children without adequate pro-
visien for their Clristian traimng by the Church.  If then, human
expedieucy is only sand, and the training of the young is only a lateral,
not a fundamental duty of the Sabbath School, and if the Robert
Raike’s school is only one mode of our work,one end of our temple,
what is the true basis of Sabbath-School work ?

Svidently our excavation must go deeper; we want something
more solid even than earth’s everlasting rock.  Our Lord Jesus said,
“Your work shall remain.”  If it endure it must be built on some-
thing that will last. Here we have the sword of the Spirit.  Can we
turn it into a plough-share to lay bave the depths and discover a
foundation,

A greater than Solomon must decide on the material upon which
He will found His temple.  He will bring it with ommipotent toil
from Royal Quarries. The ground is broken, and in the gleam of the
bright sword-plough we read * Other foundations can no mau lay than
that is laid, which is Christ Jesus”; « Behald, T lay in Zion for a
foundation, a stone—a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foun-
dation.”  The builder and maker, who is God, says, “ On this Rock 1
will build my Chureh, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
i
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There is, then, only this true basis of Sabhath-School Work—the
Person and the Work of Jesus.  Jesus is the only foundation of our
personal salvation and personal hope. Jesus is the only foundation
on which we can build other souls. All our labor springs tfrom grateful
love to Him. His Spirit is our only Helper, and he enlightens and
guides us—without him we can do nothing.

But inseparable from the Incarnate Word is the written Word. At
the very beginning of our regular discussions we plant ourselves on
the Word of God, with no fear or jealousy of science in any of her
authorized teachings, with honor for her heroes and love for her truths;
with respect for gennine learning and true Philosophy. We know all
these are powerless to save—the Gospel of Christ alone is the power
of God unto salvation. Chuist is brought to the human soul, not by
human learning, knowledge, argument or eloquence, or all the enticing
words of man’s wisdom. The Bible is our only means.

That soul is blind, but “ the entrance of Thy Words giveth light.”
“By grace are ye saved through faith ; but faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the Word of God.” Man must know his condition.
“ DBy the law is the knowledge of sin” He must be born again.
But—* being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the Word of God that liveth and abideth forever.” Aftev regenera-
tion the battle begins. But the all-conquering weapon is “ the Sword
of the Spirit which is the Word of God.” *I write unto you, young
men, because ye are strong, and the Word of God abideth in you,
and ye have overcome the wicked one.” This Jaw in the heart keeps
the steps from sliding. It makes us mighty in prayer. “ If ye abide
in Me and My Words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it
shall be done unto you.” This truth sanctifies. It makes us free; it
comforts. It makes us partake of the divine nature.

All-soul quickening,all-soul culture, comes through thisBible. Here
isthe quarry that containsmore truth, beauty, moral elevation, spiritual
food, than all the finest extracts from all other books combined.
Assaulted on all sides by infidels, critics, scientists without, and under-
mined by incipient unbelief within, this stone refused by all builders,
we confess as our foundation, the true basis of all our Sabbath-School
Work.

We should now ascend our shaft and closcly examine how this
foundation supports our structure. The incontrovertible proposition
which joins Christ’s Person and Work and Word with our Sabbath
School Work is that God has conmanded the Bible to Le taught as
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well as preached,  The teaching of the Word is as much the ordinance
of God as the preaching. Of comrse, we distinguish between the two.
Preaching (the divine warrant for which no one questions) is the
karugma, the heralding, the proclaiming of the Word by the official
ambassador of Christ. (2 Cor. v. 20). Teaching is the impartation
of knowledge : preaching is of the nature of connected discourse
stating, proving, defending and applying the great truths of the holy»
oracles to a silent audience. The preacher proclaims—the hearers
listen, without interrupting or replying.  But in teaching, the activity
of the scholar is greater—the teacher endeavors to awaken reply,
expression, answer from his pupils. He draws them out; he does
not specially desire continuity. The best method of teaching is the
conversational, in which views are compared and truth is supple-
mented by each and passed from one to another. While an inter-
ruption of a preacher would be an intrusion, the teacher longs for
free discussion and even admits of disputation. Whilst preachers
lecture, teaching is the examination upon the lectwre. The sermon
is the uninterrupted oration: the lesson is the recitation of the
scholar. Each hasits advantages. Preaching excels in oratorical
power, in producing an impression. Teaching excels in imparting
clear ideas. P’reaching excels in moving the feelings; teaching in
instructing the mind. Preaching excels in deciding the Will ; teach-
ing in quickening and furnishing the whole inner man. No sane
man would clash one against the other. Both are useful. I believe
both are ordinances of God. Concerning preaching there is no dis-
pute. Is (lewching the Bible, as distinguished from preacking it,
authorized by the Loxd ?

1. God has ordained Teaching of His Wourd by the very constitu-
tion of the human soul—Dby the very nature of things. The mind
can not acquire precise knowledge from simply being told a thing
Have you ever compared the reports of a sermon as given by differ-
ent individuals 2 Hence arise all mistakes in reporting. In order
clearly ¢~ understand a thing, the hearer must be questioned, stirred
up to activity—Dbe required to express back the ideas conveyed. In
short, in order to know, he must not only be told, he must be taught,
Hundreds of youths leave home and friends to frequent the classic
shades and halls of the college. Their one purpose there is to learn.
But can any university or college rely for correct education and
acquisition of knowledge by its students upon simple lectures ?  No.
There must be recitation required, an examination upon the lectures,
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God’s Churely is the World’s Christian University, and she ean just
as little rely on the exclusive use of preaching for indoctrinating and
educating her members.

The superficiality of the kowledge of divine things so common
among constant attendaunts on the best pulpit ministrations, is the
result of the neglect of teaching.

Baxter, in his “ Reformed Pastor,” (which is one grand argument
for the Teaching method) says: “I am daily forced to admit how
lamentably ignorant many of our people are-—who have heen
diligent hearers of me for ten or twelve years, while I spoke as
plainly as I was able to speak.” Some know not that each Person in
the Trinity is God, nor that Christ is God and mau, nor that He tool
His human nature into heaven, nor many like necessary principles
of our faith. Some that come constantly to private meetings ave found
grossly ignorant, whereas in one howr's familiar instruction of them
in private, they seem to understand more and better entertain it, than
in all their lives before. This is corroborated by the experience of
every Pastor.

It is contrary to the divinely coustituted nature of things that
men can accurately learn from sermons without the educational drill
of the Teach~r’s Method.

God Himselt contirms this view. Out of the tribes of Israel he
chose the Levites to be His teachers. They were to vead the law and
canse the people to understand the sense. The great office of the
prophets was to teach the people.

‘When all truth was to be made plain, and He, the Truth, came
Christ Jesus appeared as a Leacher sent from God, tne great Teacher,
Sometimes He preached—He more often taught. His method was
not generally so much that ot the modern deliverer of sermons
as the method of the Bible Teacher. He aroused and drew out the
thoughts of His heavers. He stirred the souls of His listeners
with questions. What is written in the Law?  How rcadest thou ¢
« What think ye " Whose image and supevscriptionisthis? Is it
Jawful to do good on the Sabbath Day ?” Thus he taught His
disciples in synagogue, temple and mountain, and by the Lake shore,
around Sychar's Well curb and around the table at the Last Supper.
Patiently He taught, affectionately, simply illustrated. e used a
little child for many an object lesson. He called for a picce of
money to teach another. When He was about to ascend to heaven,
whenee He came, He kunew the force of His words in the great com-
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mission—Go ye therefore and disciple all nations, TEACHING THEM ;
Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.
Teaching was to accompany preaching.

The Apostles themselves so understood these words. They
followed their Master’s methods ; they taught and admonished one
another. They disputed, questioned and conversed. They went
forth to preack and to feack in his name.

No fact is Detter authenticated than that the Christians of the
first centuries constantly tanght in order to supplement the instruc-
tions of the pulpit. Semch the records of Church History and you
will find that every era of revival and progress and reform was a time
of increased study and teaching of God’s Word.

I therefore challenge anyone to deny that God in the nature of
things, and in His Word, has ordained teaching as well as preaching,
or that Christ has commissioned his Cliarch a divinely ordained
teacher. By this of course, I would not lessen the obligation of the
Home. The parent is another God-appointed teacher. But in the
Chureh, God has joined together teaching and preaching, and “ let no
man put them asunder.”

Another proposition often controverted—never (it seems to me)
successfully, is the obligation of the Church to #cack Christ, and His
Gospel, and this cannot be generally and thoroughly performed with-
out a school. Now, we might say that it is not impossible for secular
education to be performed by the parent. 1t is possible that this
nation should be educated in secular knowledge and training hw pri-
vate instruction, by parents and tutors. DBut can the government
rely upon the family and private tutors to educate the masses of
our people?  Does not every one know that not one in a thousand
parents could be found who had the education and the leisure to train
their young? XNot one in a thousand could or would employ
a private tutor. The nation would perish without schools—without
common schools. The experience of the world is that education for
the many is synonymous with schooling.

We never hear lamentations and jeremiads over the fact that the
progress in methods of teaching—the wonderful improvements in our
public and private schools and colleges are destroying secular home
education. From time immemorial, in Christian or in heathen lands,
general education has depended on the establishment of schools.

So that we might say it is possible that Christians should learn the
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doctrines and precepts of the Bible by private study and home in-
struction. Thousands in all ages have thus become mighty in the
Seriptures, and I would emphasize the fact that without private
research and meditation, public instruction is almost futile. But
for three-fourths of the Church and the community Christian
ceducation comes only by schooling.

It is ounly following the nature of things and the trend of God’s
providence in human experience, that the Chureh, feeling the weight
of Christ’s words and the impulse of the Holy Spirit, to be the re-
ligious educator of the world, has adopted the schooal system.

We are not erecting our temple on the foundation of the family
obligations to train our offspring. We do not trust our Sabbath-
Schools or depend on auy human example or invention, not upon the
pattern of Boromeo, Archbishop of Milan, who did grand work.
Nor do we follow the example of Robert Raikes, whose pickaxe at
Gloucester laid bare the foundations of many generations, and he
“ builded better than he knew.” We build on the solid rock of
Ages.  Sabbath-School work is based on Christ’s commission to his
Church to Teach his Word and the obligation—laid upon us by his
Spirit—to do this in the most thorough and systematic manner.

This is a foundation deep as God. It shall never be moved,

“ Till the sun is old,
Arnd tne stars are cold,
And the leaves of the judgment book unfold.”
As the Teaching service of the Church, the Sabbath-School, has
equal warrant as the Preaching service—no less, no more—the Sab-
bath-School has the same divine authority as the modern Sabbath
sermon.

Two objections, closely akin, must receive answers—

1. You lay a basis of Sabbath-School Work as broad as the mass-
ive foundation of the entire Church. You would thus lead to the
ignoring of the distinction between the church aund the school. I
answer not I, but God himself, has laid this foundation—other than
which no man can lay—Christ, His Word, Teaching. You should
widen out your work to make it cover the fouudation, not try to
circumscribe the cternal rock. The Sabbath-School and the Church
are identical, just as the army on review and the amy on the march
are identical.  Is it not inadequate to say that the Sabbath-School
is a department of the Church? T would with diffidence submit this
defuition us the result of this excavation. The Sabbath-Schoo} is
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the Church of God assembled to teach and to learn, by the help of
the Holy Spirit, the word of Christ. Several points are embraced in
it. 1. The school is the Church of God in a certain work. 2. This
work is teaching and learning, distinguished from preaching and
teaching. 3. It is the church assembled—not isolated as individuals
or families. 4. The only text-book is Christ's Word. 5. The
teaching and learning are dependent on the Holy Spirit. 6. The pur-
pose of the school is the same as the purpose of the Word—conver-
sion and edification.

The only point which will be called in question, is the first. Does
the Sabbath-School embrace the entire Church ? This noble maga-
zine could not render a grander service to Christ’s Kingdom than
with its voice of wisdom to call all the adults of the church into the
Bible School. At once, this call, if obeyed, would add millions to
these schools. If obeyed, this call would bring the Church up to
Christ’s Ideal—a school in which Christ himself is the great Teacher,
and the believer, a disciple or scholar. It would emphasize the fact
that the Christian outgrows the school just when he outgrows his
discipleship and outgrows the church. It would place our work in
its proper dignity. The presence of all the church, pastor and offi-
cers and members, old and young, would manifest the perfect unity
which is like the fragrant ointmeut and the dew of Hermon. Their
study would increase accurate Bible knowledge and dispel that
ignorance over which every faithful pastor has mourned, the shallow-
ness of knowledge of multitudes who attend the preaching service
By this increase of knowledge it would command for the Church
greater respect from the world. No more would there be difficulty
in retaining an older scholar ; there would no more be graduation or
discharge, for none would be expected. The presence of all ages in
the school would gradually elevate the standard of the qualifications
for teachers. Then, with all Christians studying the Word in the
school, we could with better grace gather in to its blessed instruc-
tions the multitudes now neglecting it. I am glad to say that many
schools are coming to this standard. The pastor of Bethany Church,
Philadelphia, told me that out of 1200 members in that church, 1000
were attending the Sabbath-School.

The best way to train up a child in the way it should go, is to go
that way yourself. The most effective way to gather in and perma-
nently bind all youth to the school, is for parents and all adults there

to be found teaching or learning.
JAMES A. WORDEN,

Philudelphia.



SPECIAL POINTS IN HOMILETICS.

IN discussing “some special points in Homileyies,” it is not outside
of our subject to affirm: :

1. That good health—vitality in every corner of the body—stands
directly related to the minister’s efficiency both in the pulpit and
out of it. It is the platform on which everything else is built. The
Apostolic advice is “ keep under the body,” i.e. make it servant to
the mind, and keep it under as the rider keeps his horse under him
to carry him along. The minister above most men needs a good
constitution, for he will suffer many and serious drafts on his nervous
energy, as he witnesses trials, sorrows, bereavements, in their mani-
fold forms. His soul will often yearn and bleed at every pore.

2. The voice as the chief instrument of use must be carefully cul-
tivated. There is no instrument so powerful, and none that admits
of greater improvement ; and no labor will repay the preacher more
amply. Most public speakers are ignorant of the capacity and vari-
ety of the voice, and sound only one key, when they have the whole
scale, from the heavy bass tones to the bell-notes that ring out clear
and full to the popular ear. Even Ezekiel did not think it beneath
his care, and he served the Lord with his richest gifts, “And lo, thou
art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant
voice,” ete.—Ezek. 33 : 32.

3. The minister must keep Ais mind active, alert, vigorous and free
to receive fruitful impressions. He must keep it in the best condi-
tion, as an athlete does his body by bracing it up with fresh, dis-
ciplinary, germinant subjects. He must never give up hard study,
or grappling with tough themes. He should seek the widest develop-
ment on all sides of his character, and make himself strong and
accurate on many subjects that lie outside of professional reading;
and put on that culture that is common to all the professions. Every
minister should read widely and thoroughly in the rich departments
of English literature, and make constant companions of our standard
authors—poetry, history, criticism, science, speeches, works on art,
fiction—and draw from current literature, and pluck a flower wher-
ever it may grow. But he must bend his mind and heart to the
supreme study of the lively oracles, and drink in the spirit of Moses,
Isaiah, John, Paul, of Jesus Christ.

[443]
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4. Thorough consceration ; Panl, a servant of Jesus Christ.  How
he gloried in doing his Master's work. Whata life of constant labor
and usefulness was that of the Son of Man, and the disciple must
pattern upon Him, and as His servants we must strive to do our
work well.  The ministry is not a mere office, but an oftice for the
sake of the work. Paul and Barnabas were separated to the work of
the ministry, we are workers together with God. If a man desire
the office of a Bishop he desireth a good work; the command is
“Work while it is called to-day,” a workman not needing to be
ashamed. We are to lubor in word and doctrine. It is the workman
and not the loiterer that is worthy of hishire. How zealous were
the first laborers! * Daily in the temple and in every house they
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”

5. *Meditate upon these things.”

As the most exacting and blessed work on earth-—the envichment
of God’s people in faith and holiness, that at last they may be filled
with all the fulness of God—it deserves your richest endowments.
Give yourself wholly to it, and never seek to be a minister «nd some-
thing else, for the creeper at length may kill the oak. The warld's
progress will render many present employments wnnecessary, but
the minister's work will become more and more necessary. No one
need be afraid that the printed page will ever displace the living
epistle, or silence the voice of the human soul.  Preaching by the
living voice will always be a necessity, and good preaching one of
the grandest influences amongst men.  Nothing can move like the
living, palpitating, pleading, anxious soul, beseeching as in Christ's
stead.  Athletes, actors, singers, soldies, ete., all submit to a labor-
ious system of drill. And is the minister’s work to be an exception ?
To preach with power is no casy attainment, as all masters of the
pulpit know. To be fully furnished does not come by inspiration.
You must put your whole consecrated manhood into your work, and
like Paul maznify your office.

6. Bools to be read—We hear a great deal about the difticulty of
obtaining books, and every minister must read to good purpose those
he has got. But there ave irec volwmes that always lic by every
minister’s side, and these three he must study incessantly, and whicl,
if properly mastered will fully furnish him. These ate :—(1) The hook
of adure, inits wonderful revealings of the Divine power, wisdomand
grandeur. (2) The book of inmanity, in its marvellous variety with
an open page wherever man is.  (3) The bovk of the revcution of
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Jesus Christ, crowded and crowned with the unchanging truth of
God. And this last is the key of the other two.

7. The minister must cultivate a professional hadbit of mind, and
look at everything from the standpoint of the Bible. In the late
war with France, German officers had been over the whole country
previously, and knew it all from a military standpoint—the rivers
towns, roads, provisions, ete. S50 a Greeian general tells us, he never
trcvelled without cavefully studymg the points and features of a
country with reference to a camp. He had a professional eye.
Auxtists, geologists, naturalists, all look at the same landscape from
their own professimal standpoint. So the minister, like the bee that

«athers from every flower, but one essence, must transmute all know-

led%, illustrations, facts, experiences, incidents, into materials for
sertons.  Let him live near the people, and the great facts and
changes of the world, and utilize all knowledge for his one great
puTposce.

8. The doctor must know his patient as well as his medicine. As
the physician in an hospital cannot stand at the door and preseribe
but must visit each ward and couch, and feel each pulse, so the
minister must know not only truths and doctrines, but the nature
these ave to effect, and learn to vead men as he does books. A min-
ister may be at home in the pages of Augustin, Calvin, Hodge, etc.,
but if he be ignorant of human nature, 'md the present wants of
society, he cannot preach as the Lord’s messenger. He must as far
as possible know what is in man, and vead the soul through and
through, and then he will adapt the truth to the wants of the heart.

9. Your message must be filled not only with truth, but with ap-
propriade truth.  Adaption to the time, place, audience and circum-
stances of the occasion is u pressing necessity.  Your message will
come with power and the demonstration of the spirit, when it has
direct relation to the immediate wants of the people.  All too seldom
do we preachers touch the actual wants, experiences, and moral condi-
tions of those who hear us. Our sermon is not on the plane of their
daily life. lence busy, struggling, burdened, tempted men and
women do not get that help and sympathy from our preaching they
are entitled to. The minister is a recluse and knows books Lut mnot
men.  He has studied the moral condition of Greece, and Rome in
>azzan days, but is ignorant of the state ol his own narish.  The lack
of appropriateness will inar any sermwn.  We have lieard profouad
and even eloquent sermons with disippointment, because unotwith-
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standing all their learning and logic, they lacked appropriateness. The
garment was of good material and well made, but it did not fit. You
must know both the doctrines and the spiritual necds of the people.
Come near to men, and take them by the hand and lead them on to
the fuller priveleges, and higher aspirations of God's peojle.

10. Z%he wise choice of tewts and themes. The true minister has a
sciy of sanctified instinet to guide him in selecting those topics on
which the people need instruction and which are hest adapted to
their wants ; an instincet whieh is the result of a knowledge of human
nature, and sympathetic insight into the moral condition of his
people. The doctor preseribes the medicine his patients need, not
what he has got the most of.  So when yon know their needs—and
adapt your message to their moral condition, it goes to the heart as
cold water to a thirsty soul.

Try to touch the inner lite and experiences of men.  Secek to rve-
move obstacles out of the way, and make their path of duty plain.
Let your message be to them good news; spices from the King's
home ; the glory of the morning to those around whom deep shadow
have gatheved, that the desponding may be inspived with fresh
courage, and resolve in the strength of Divine Grace, to serve the
Lord with a true heart and a willing mind.

11, Be peesonal, not in the narrow sense, but in the lavge, wide
sense of the gospel itself.  Descend from geaerals to purticulurs, and
have individual heavers in view, so that cach may feel that a per-
sonal message has been addressed to him. “ Speak of David and
Judas instead of royalty and treason,” was Alexander’s adviee.  In
this way sermons grow in adaptation and fit into the heart, as a nail
fastened in a sure place. You must study subjects but in doing so0
never fail to become intevested in persons, and hecome well acquainted
with the spiritual history of your people. Like the Master, call
Matthew, Nathaniel, Phillip, and Mary by name—H e calls them all
Ly naume,  As fishers of men you must angle for individual souls,
Fite not at random, or in the dark, but at special marks and you
will be more apt to hit.

12, As to pastoral work let me say, no minister can make the most
of his gifts, or do his hest work for his people 6l ke lenow them. It
gives a physician great advantage to know the constitution of a
patient.  So the minister must know not merely the general tenden-
cies of the community, but as far as possible the temperament, dis-
position, experiences and moral nature, of each man and woman in



Special Points in Homiletics. 447

his parish.  He will not gain their confidence and aflection till pas-
tor and people have seen much of each other.  The sick, the afilicted,
the aged, have the first elaim upon you.  Always come to them with
a cheerful eountenance as if anvinted with the oil of gladness. Be
tender and gentle in your dealings, like Him who will not break the
bruised reed, or quench the smoking flax. Let your voice in read-
ing, speaking and prayer be low, soft and sympathetic. Don't talk
too much in the sick-room, don’t lecture, often it is good to have
much silence.  Above all, where there is suflering, don’t remain too
long.  Your presence will thus be as a sunbeam through the sick
chamber.

13, The minister must have a firm persuasion of the Divine
Origin of the Word of (iod; that all Seripture is given by inspir-
ation of God: that the Bible not merely contains hut s the Word of
God, and is profitable for doctrine.  And that God is in his word
speaking to man on themes of solemn import involving his weal ov
woe forever. .And that the lessons of eternal life are to be learned
nowhere else, that the Serviptures must be searched as for hid
treasuves,  Therefore, the preacher must keep his mind and heart
under the divect rays of this Revelation, till his mental and moral
nature becomes saturated, till his whole soul glows with the convie-
tion, that here ave the unsearehable riches of Christ.

14, The plan of the sermon must be natural, simple, logical, pro-
gressive, and easily mastered, not burdened with too many  sub-divi-
sions, details, points, but imbedided in the mind and clearly held in
view,  One point leading on to another, in the way of natural growth
or development. The whole having one increasing current flowing
through it, and all ending with a forceful impact on the wind.
More confusion avises from a want of a proper plan, than from any
other cause.  Many preachers ave like Abraham who went out nat
knowing whither he went.

15, Rach sermon as far as possible must be a unity, an organie
whole, made sueh by the indwelling of some great truth, and con-
trolled by the one great aim of the preacher, viz, the spivitual gool
of his people. There is a difference between a jungle and a botaui-
cal garden.  So there is as much difierence between an ill and well
arranged sermon. A sermon without method. a discussion without
svstem,  disconrse without an aim is soporitic. One of the most
essential vequisites s cledraess of  arrcagement, A fundimental
prineciple in every sermon is waily and proyress, step by step leading
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on to the grand conclusion, with its practical point touching the
heart of every hearer.

16. Xeep each subject distinctive, -and discuss it by itself, and
apart from other themes. Then its own nature, proofs and practical
bearing. 'When you have selected your text, let the serinon spring
from it, and be confined to it. Often the preacher scampers through
the whole Bible, and before he has done has preached a dozen ser-
mons or as many texts. So in the discussion of themes and doctriues,
keep them from getting mixed up with other doctrines, that the
identity of each be preserved. Whatever you select as the burden
of discussion, let it for the time being, be the one engrossing subject
before your mind. Make it distinetive, toth to yourself and your
hearers, so that after your sermon all may konow what has been your
subject and aim.

17. Our business is to give the meaning, and cause the people to
understand the reading. We are to preach the word, to open up the
Scriptures, so there must be a continued and increasing study of the
Scriptures in the original, in order to a thorough exegesis, and
mastery of the Word of God. You must drink in the spirit of the
Bible, and expouud it just as it is, and not impose your own notions
on God’s truth, and call this originality. The best sermons are not
those that draw great crowds, and are reported in the daily press.
But those that are drawn directly from the fountain of inspiration;
that build up Christian character, and bring in rich fruits into the
treasury of the Lord.

18. As expounders of the word we must not study too exclusively
isolated texts and detached phrases, to the'neglect of its grand scope
and design, for thus you will lose sight of the progressive develop-
ment of doctrine from Genesis to Revelation. The minister must
ever remember the organic unity of the whole. You need to give
great attention to the structure of Scripture—the amazing dialogue
of the ages between God and man. Emphasize its unity in a no less
wonderful variety, and the unfolding of its doctrines from germinal
principles. Though written in different ages by many authors, in
various languages, covering a period of 1500 years, reflecting the life
of the city, of the country, made up of prose and poetry, consisting
of parables, biography, history, &c., it is still one book from one
mind ; many utterances from one voice; all the parts related to each
other, and each the cowplement of all the rest. In short, all its
sundry times and divers manners, forming vne organic whole, Chris
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and his salvation revealed in the fivst promise, and reaching out into
all that follows. And through the whole the unfolding of the same
plan; the teaching of oue doctriue; the revelation of one God and
Saviour; the development of one purpose. “To Him gave all the
prophets witness.” “The Lamb slain” is the one centre around
which all is grouped. How much rvicher Seripture would become if
studied in this larger sense. You arve to be ministers of the word,
and therefore must know the word yourself, as the great instrument
in the Spirit's hands. Strive to be careful and profound biblical
scholars. In college days you are laying the foundations, scek to lay
them decp and firm, for a noble after edifice: The exegetical and
thorough study of the word of God is the great need of our day. Let
your study of it be incessant, exacting and continuous. Fill your
mind and heart with profound and quickening impressions of those
sublime truths, and then you will be prepared to preach the
Gospel.

19. Don't preach incessantly on liftle clauses and words, but take
lnxger selections. Let there be a grand chorus, and not the chirping
of a single note. Allow your people to look down the long vistas of
the written word and take it in the wide scope of its propheey, and
follow those grand doctrines and truths that gather in volume from
Genesis to Revelation, and flow like great rivers. Let them examine
its magnificent landscapes, and look from its mountain sumimits, not
merely picking up a gem or pulling a flower here or there. In short,
train both your people and yourself to walk in the full liberty and
light of a completed revelation, for it is all yours. Noshing preserves
your freshness, and gives you such persuasive power amoung your
people, as the constant study of your bibles read so as to absorb its
spirit.

20. No minister is equipped till he has cultivated to some extent
the teaching faculty, and hence a good preparation for the work of the
ministry is to have had some experience in teaching. In the instruc-
tions of the Master teaching is emphasized. Jesus went about, &e.
Matt, 9:35 ; 11:1. He commanded his discipies to lewck and preach,
aud his grand commission to the church is teaching them, &e. The
teaching element is not sufficiently promiunent in many modern
sernions, We must know God's truth and tell it to the people, and
every minister must learn to teach as well as preach.

21. Preach for a purpose with a distinet end in view. Not ounly
must the mind of the vreacher be fully impressed both with the
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meaning and importance of his message, but as the King’s ambassa-
dor he is commissioned to deliver a Divine Message of life and death,
and unless his mind is imbued with & deep sense of the far-reaching
consequences he will never make full proof of his ministry. Hence
in every service the minister must be bent on practical vesults—the
Jruits following, Lo lodge Divine truth in the hearts of men and be
instrumental in Dringing them to God, is the greatest work commit-
ted to man. You have a blessed end in view in the conversion of
some and the edification of others. 1We preach not for the sake of
the sermon, but for the sake of the men and women who listen to
us. Get Christ’s mind and tell it. Let your mind be imbued with
the meaning of the Scriptures and then open them out. Declare
God’s truth that sinners may be converted and Christ’s body edified.
The pulpit is not for self-display, but that through the declaration of
the truth God may be glorified in the salvation of his people.

22, A Word in Scason —The preacher who seeks out acceptable
words, is still to be commended. Don’t preach for the sake of Darwin,
Huxley, and starve your own people. Don't spend too much time
fighting dead devils, and let the real devil enter the fold. A minister
in the Highlands of Scotland, preached every Sabbath on the sin and
danger of great riches to a small congregation of poor shepherds, who
were in more danger from poverty. A German pastor was one day
preaching to twelve hearers, and attempting Lo prove that it was un-
necessary for professing Christians to attend any place of worship.
And 1 have heard a minister preaching to one of the n:eanest con-
aregations on earth, and trying to show that it was possible to give
too much to the schemes of the Church. All this is worse than
beating the air, for it does positive injury. But that which should
secure adaptation to the men and needs of our time, or any time, is
the fact that the message of truth is to be delivered by the men of
that time. And this unchanged truth should be vitalized and put in
concrete form, as it comes through the personality, experiences, and
peculiarities of the preacher. Don’t let your thoughts all lie in the
past and foraget this present, living, throbbing world, seething with
its mass of life, and freighted with its vast responsibilities. What
a wonderful example of timeliness aud adaptation Paul was, 1 Cor.
9:19-23.

23. One word as to the relation of pastor and people. In our
form of service the minister does every thing, and the people nothiung,
they have even ceased to sing. In some churches not even a choir,
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but fowr living crectures do the praise. The minister reads the
psalm or hymu, aud the chapter, he prays, he preaches, aud they
sit and listen. Sometimes not even that. But the people must be
made to feel their respousibility. Their interest is needed to stimu-
late the preacher. The eloquence is as much in the pew as in the
pulpit, for good hearing makes good preaching. Without their
sympathetic co-operation his efforts are paralysed.

24. I have many other special points marked, but to know when to
stop is a great art and secret of success, both in oratory aud writing
articles for college magazines. I do not sympathize with that silly
demand just now for short sermons, short prayers and short services.
This is part of a general tendency that meaus siort religion. Jf the
pulpit is to remain a place of instruction and power time must be
given the preacher for the ample discussion of grand and vital sub-
jects. DBut when the discussion is ended aud the lessons applied,
and all the ground covered, sTor. Never dilute, but close when
strong. Never say lastly, finally, in conclusion, one word more.
The symmetry as well as moral power of many a sermon has been
destroyed by too long a tail. You must constantly gnard against
garnlousness—the diarrhew verborum ; the fatal facility ; the feeble
fluency tiat kills so many speakers and so many audiences. It is a
great curse to a man, and a far greater curse to his people, to be able
to say nothing at great length. Have Paul’s wholesome and solici-
tous care ever before you, “I thank my God I speak with tongues
more than ye all. Yet in the Chu.ch I had rather speak five words
with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also,
than ten thousand words in an unkuown tongue.”

J. THOMPSON,
Surnia, Ont.



The Mission  rists,

THE FINANCIAL ASPECT OF THE CRISIS.

N recent publications on the Mission Crisis it has been cleavly
shown that the whole world is ready for the gospel. Papal,
Moslem, and heathen countries, that till recently were closed against
missionary enterprise are now open ; some ot them opened by strik-
ing providences. And letters from missionary districts at home and
abroad, tell us of scores of towns and villages that have had a taste
of the gospel, and are sending letters or messengers to Missionaries
entreating them to come and teach them, or in some cases to baptize
them, and form them into churches,

But it would require scores of additional men in the field to res-
pond to these calls, and thousands more to bring the word to accessi-
ble places that kunow little or nothing of it. .gain it has been made
clear that thousands of men and women are eager to euter these
doors with the word of God.

The movement taken up at the Northfield meeting, has not only
led many to decide for the mission field; but it has brought to light
the fact that already there were many who had dedicated thewmselves
to this work; so that now it is known that over 2000 young men
and women in the colleges on this continent are preparing to go to
the heathen. This movement is not a new one, but the Northfield
meeting has given it a mighty impetus, and has forced it upon the
attention of men. 1t is sometimes said that once the question was,
“ Where can we find a place to which we may send a missionary 2"
When doors began to open, the next question was, “ Where can we
get men to enter these doors ?”  And now when men have offered
their services the question is, “ Where shall we find the means with
which to send them ?2”  But this is not quite correct ; we venture to
say that the second question quoted above has never been a difficulty.
There never was a time when the church was ready to send out
Missionaries, and could not find men ready to go to some field, if not
to the special field selected.

Movements in favor of missions have not been begun by men who
wished to send others; but by men who wished to go themselves,
Certain it is, that in the history of our own Church there havenearly
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always been more men offering their services, than our committees
could employ. From the first session of the Presbyterian College,
Montreal, there has been an unbroken line of men offering them-
selves for foreign work. About eight of our graduates have formal'y
offered their services; but not one has been sent. They are men
who took a high standing as students, men of consecration, and men
who are now doing first-class work at home, and proving their
missionary zeal and ability; but to their bitter disappointment they
have had to stay at home. Good men from other colleges have met
with a like disappointment. However true, therefore, it may be that
the harvest is plenty and the laborers are few, it has all along been
true that the laborers were more than the Church would seud forth
into the harvest.

It may De asked, “ Why don’t these laborers go without waiting to
to sent?"  But “how can they preach except they be seat 7"  Apart
from the Church’s recognition of them, the financial difficulty blocks
the way. Look at the average graluate. He is from an hwmble
home ; his college course has cost him at least two thousand dollars ;
and now if you sell him out, books and all, the sale would not yield
enough to buy a ticket halt way to the field. Shall we say to him-
“Settle down in business and provide gold in your purse and scrip-
for your journey 2”  Or shall we net rather say, “ Who goeth a war,
fare any time at his own charges ?” “ No man that warreth entang-
leth himself with the aftairs of this life, that he may please him who
hath chosen him to be a soldier.” Shall we not bid him keep him-
self free and give himself wholly to the work, promising him that as
God has ordained that they who preach the Gospel shall live of the
Gospel, we will provide things honorable for his journey and equip-
ment and sustenance? Remembering how the Holy Ghost and the
Church at Antioch sent Barnabas and Saul, we must try to find out
whom the Spirit of God has “called” to the work ; we must “sepwrate”
them; and having “laid owr hands on them,” we must *send them
away.” Just in proportion as the Church has followed this divine
pattern the Kingdom of Christ has pushed its way into the dark
corners of the earth. Has the Church the financial ability to send
out all the laborers that are offering ?  This point has not been made
as clear as the two preceding; at least it is not as clearly appre-
hended.

True we have been treated to startling fignres showing the relative
amounts expeuded iy Canada and elsewhere on intoxicants and
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missions; or on tobacco and missions; or on sundry luxuries and
missions; and the facts brought out by some of these figures are
disgraceful enough. A Christian young man once told the writer
that he had been using cigars at ten cents a day, or thirty-six dollars
and fifty cents a year, while his annual contributions to missions was
two dollars. By the grace of God and a hard struggle he had
reformed, and this is only an instance of what might be done by tens
of thousands. But most of these general and startling contrasts are
fallacious.

The figures are used as if the Churck were responsible for the bills
they represent.

For example, it is not the Church but “the heathen at home”
that are responsible for most of Canada’s liquor bill ; and it will not
do to say to the Church in Canada that because the world around
her expends thirty-two millions on liquor, the Church should devote
that amount to missions, any more than it would be right to chide
the Apostolic Church for the untold millions Rome expended on
shows and debauchery. We must take the Church aside by herself
and see what her financial abilities are. Let us look at the Presby-
terian Church in Canada. No church in the country contributes
more liberally for religious purposes in general, none so liberally for
foreion missions. What is she doing and what are her capacities ?
We have 80,000 families in the Presbyterian Church in Canada. Now
in Israel there was set apart for the service of the sanctuary one tribe
in twelve (the tribe of Levi), or more correctly one tribe in thirteen,
as Joseph was represented by two tribes. The tribe of Levi was a small
tribe—about one-third the size of the average tribe——so that about one
family in thirty-nine, or say 40, was separated for religious purposes,
aud sustained by the rest. And the provision for their sustenance was
ample, as thev received one-tenth the income of all Israel, (Numbers
18: 21). Now if ¢ separated one family in forty we would have
2.000 families engaged in the work of the Gospel ; but, instead of this,
we have less than 1000. 1In other words, without exceeding the
liberality of the Jews, the Presbyterian Church in Canada could sustain
1000 additional families for church work, say 500 at home and 500
abroad. This can be done, if we simply go back to the Old Testa-
ment, ten per cent. for the Lord.

Can we afford to give a tithe? Those who have not tried it,
whether rich or poor, are likely to say, No; just as men accusto:med
to work seven days a week say they cannot afford to rest on Sunday,




The Mission Crisis. : 4355

But it is a remarkable fact that all those, rich or poor, who have
honestly devoted one-seventh of their time and one-tenth of their
income to the Lord, declare that they are the better for it financially.
But better than past experience, we have the promise of Gol who
challenges men to bring the tithes into his storehouse and prove him
if he will not pour out a blessing in wealth that there skall not be
room enough to receive it. If, then, God’s word is true, giving a
tenth o the Lord does not impoverish but enviches. The Presbyterian
Church in Canada could, therefore, employ 1,000 additional ministers
and be the richer for it. But it may be asked, “ Does God require
a tithe in the New Testament ?” Most assuredly. He requires us
to make disciples of all nations; and our tithe is needed for this
work, and we can give it; is that not command enough ?

If a man cannot see his duty from the general command, he would
not see it if Paul had written in each of his epistles, “ The tithe is
the Lord’s.” If anyone wonders why this specific minimum is not
wmentioned in the New Testament, we would wonder if it were. Under
the New Testament we are no longer children but men; why then
keep us in the Old Testament Kindersarten ?  Four thousand years
in the Oid Testament school should suffice to prepare us for the New
Testament ministry. “ The Law was vur schoolmaster” in the matter
of liberality as well as in other directions. For four thousand years
we were under tutors aud governors, and by laws and ordinances and
Jjudgments we were specially drilled in the duty of giving. What
are we to do with the education received? Call it a perversion ?
Nay, we carry the education with us to be expanded and developed
in the New Testament Church; but we leave the Kindergarten
appliances behind.

If a tithe was required as a minimum when there were no missions
(and God did not intend that there should be missions under the Old
Testament) how much more is now required when He says to ihe full-
grown church “ Go ye, make disciples of all nations I"

The law of giving aud the law of the Sabbath are on the same
footing in the New Testament. There is not one express command
to devote either a seventh of our time or a tenth of our income to the
Lord. Both had been very carefully taught for 4000 years. Have
we learncd the lesson ?

But how shall we bring the Church up to this standard? By
instruction. Let the Lord’s people be instructed fully and clearly as
to the facts above veferred to ; bring vividly before them, in order, the
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condition of the nations; let them know something about the thou-
sands of men and women who are offering themselves as missionaries;
let them know that the progress of the Gospel is arrested simply for
lack of money which they hold in their hands, that a tithe of their
income is needed for the work, and that they can afford to give this;
lustruct them in these things, and we need not fear the result.

The matter is largely in the hands of the ministers. But if we,
as ministers, are to succeed in instructing the people, we must be
thoroughly instructed in this matter ourselves. We must be clear-
headed, full-hearted and enthusiastic in our pleadings. We have full
confidence in the piety and earnestuess, and ability of almost all our
ministers ; but we submit with all "humility that there is room for
improvement in the matter of missionary information wmong us
Witness the average missionary meeting. A\ few years ago, in Ontario
and Quebec, such meetings were proverbial as fuilumres. There were
occasional spirited meetings with able addresses: but the average
meeting was ridiculously small. The average speech consisted largely
of jocular incidents not necessarily connected with the subject : and
the collection was in harmony with the rest.  Although earnest and
mighty preachers, the speakers did not know their subject : that was
all. Are we to-day as full of it as duty demands ?

Again, have we, as winisters, sufficiently clear and strong convic-
tions on the duty of giving a tenth ta the Lord? Are we as clear
on this as on the Sabbath question? We know that many ministers
are, and they have strengthened their convictions in the only way
that convictions can be stiengthened, by first honestly practising
what they preach on the matter. DBut we also know that sometimes
the very men who ought, hy example and precept, to brace up the
Church and fill her with courage, ave themselves fuint-hearted simply
because they do not understand clearly and believe finnly what the
Church can do and ought to undertake at once with advantags to
heiself and blessing to the world.  There are some who enjoy giviug
a tithe to the Lord themselves ; and who do not hesitate to assure any
poor man that he will be the richer and better for consecrating one-
seventh of his time; but they would scarce dare to assure him that
he would be richer and bLetter if in faith on God he voluntarily con-
secrated one-tenth of his income, however small.  We need clearer
and stronger conviction so that we may speak out of the fullness of
the heart, and then God will speak to the heait and open the purse,

and the woid of God will have free course and be glorified.
W, J. DEY,
Hamilten, Ont.




MISSION WORK IN SOUTH AMERICA.

ROTESTANT Missionary enterprise was born of the love and
watchful care which the church of a mother country bLore to-
wards those of her children whose tastes or circumstances led them
to seek a home amid the wilds of an unchristian land.  About the
middle of the 15th century a company of French Protestants, un-
willing to endure the persceution to which they were subjected at
howme, chose rather to sufter the deprivations incident to a life amid the
savage tribes of South America. Shortly after, or in 15356, they were
followed by fourteen Swiss Missionaries, from Geneva, having in view
the two-fold object of making the little colony = “ City of Refuge” for
persecuted Protestants at home, and of disseminating the saving truths
of 1he Gosper amony the native populaticn.  Tuis was the beginning
of Protestant missions. In both vespects the enterprise failed. Before
the missionaries had time to acquire the langnage, their own leader
began to persecute them and to use thew for his own agurandisement.
In less than a year they all either died or returned home.

With the abandonment of this mission, Svuth America disappeared
again from the map of the 'rotestant Missionary, and, so far 2s I have
heen able to discover. remained in pagan oblivion for 180 years,or until
1738. In that year it was visited by the agents of a society that
carries us back to the land and time of John Huss, the « United
Prethren” of Boliemia. Their tirst settlement was at Berbice, in
Dritish Guinea, but was of short duration.  Access to the negroes of
the plantation being denied, the Drethiven turned their attention to
the uutawed Indians. Their headquarters were at Piluerhut, and from
this point they made extensive towrs through the savage country.
their only weapons of defence being the breastplate of righteousness,
the shicld of faith, and the helinet of salvation ; while their sole offen-
sive armor was “ the Sword of the Spivit, which is the Word of God
in the Amwack tongue. In these journeys the experiences of Paul in
Asia Minor were almost exactly repeated, for “ perils of waters,” “ perils
of rabhers,” “perils by the heathen,” and ** perils in the wilderuess,
formed a large portion of the fare of these men. At length the
seed sown began to spring up.  The little station at Pilgerhut began
to grow, swelled by accessious from heathenism. The couverts Legan
to build rude huts and the caterprise semed to have entered upon a
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new era of prosperity. But this very prosperity induced hostility and
this terminated in adversity. For a time the growth of the settlement
continued, and in 1753, the inhabitants numbered 260. Then, how-
ever, a severe famine, followed by disease, left only twenty survivors,
Ten years later a negro insurrection completely dissolved the mission
and dispersed the agents.

The year following the entranceinto British Guiana an attempt was
made to establish a mission in the Dutch colonies; butafter a few
years of fruitless labour it wasabandoned. Againin 175 ¢ the Brethren
took up the work aud planted a station at Surinam. ‘Three years later
Sharon, intended to become the headquarters, was built on the river
Sarameca. But the animosity between the negroes and indians, amoug
whom the work was being carried on, at length Lroke out in open
warfare, resulting in the destruction of the village and the dispersion
of the converts. The scattered Indians, afraid of the negroes, never
returned:and in 1779 the station was given up, the two surviving mis-
sionavies removing to Hope—a station on the Corentyn founded by
Lewis Christopher Dachne. The history of this station is interesting as
showing the faith, courage and perseverance of devoted missionaries,
strugaling for years against the coldest indifference, or most deter-
mined treachery of the natives, at length triumphing over all obstacles,
attracting lavge companies of savage Indians, and transforming them
into prosperous farmers, gardeners, lumbermen aund manufacturers, to
say nothing of the work of the Holy Spirit translating them into the
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. In 1800 the population of Hope
amounted to 208 persons. Then followed disaster. Small-pox ap-
peared, and through death or flight the village was decimated. In 1806
the whole place, together with all the implemests, was burned, and
two ycars later the station was finally abandoned.

The excursions of the Brethren into the outlying regions were not
without results, and more than one chief, with his whole tribe, was
induced to exchange the crocodile for Christ. In 1773, a mission
was started at Bambey among the negroes who had escaped from
slavery. In this mission much energy was expended, and many noble
lives were sacrificed, but few conversions resulted, and in 1813 it, too,
was relinquished.

Pamaiibo, the capital of Surinam, was entered in 1755. Here the
methods adopted by the Brethren closely resembled those of the first
great apostle to the Gentiles. They labored with their own hands at
their several trades until by their character and conduct they could
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gain respect and confidence. I'heir first missionary efforts, also, were
among those with whom th+y wrought. After eight years ot faithful
service a congregation was formed, and a chapel erected. The success
of the wmission was assured. It was, indeed, the most prosperous of
all the stations of the United Brethren in South America. In 1858
there weve counected with it sixty active missionaries, 2767 communi-
cauts, 6317 baptized adults, and 4,033 baptized children. There were
altogether 24,923 persons under christian instruction.

Another Society requires to be mentioned in this connection, not
so much for what it actually accomplished as for what it aimed at,
and the zeal exhibited in the pursuit of that object. L refer to the
“ Patagonian Missionary Society,” established at Brighton, England,
in 1844, by Capt. Allen H. Gardiner, RN. A clergyman of suffi-
cient missionary zeal to head the enterprise, Britain could nut pro-
duce; and a catechist being at length secured, Capt. Gardiner
defrayed the whole expenses of the venture. After a month's resi-
dence in the country, during which their lives were in constant peril,
they hailed a homeward bound ship and returned to Eugland. In
1848 C'apt. Gardiner again sailed to plant a inission in Sierrm del
Fuego. His company this time consisted of four seamen and a
carpenter, with provisions for seven months. A smaller supply
would have been quite enough ; for in lessthan a fortnight the natives
had stolen it all, and the Missionaries were again obliged to leave
the country. In 1830, the experiment was repeated with four seamen
and two catechists. They never returned. Some time after, one of
Her Majesty’s ships calling at Picton Island, found some of the pro-
perty belonging to the devoted company. Among other things was
the Captain’s diary, which told of temible suffering and speedy death.
Thus ended the Patagonian Missionary Society. Thus ended also
the labors of a man of God who had amazing zeal, but uunhappily
turned it to a most untoward ficld.

Yet here as clsewhere the blood of the martyrs has proved the
seed of the Church; and though for a time men seemed to accept
the judgment of Darwin, that the Patagonians were incapable of
being civilized and christianized, more vecent cvents have shown
that the wisdom of this world’s most advanced Science is fvolishness
to God. The Society founded by the gallant Captain was resuscitat-
ed on a broader basis, known as the ¢ South American Missionary
Society,” and has been the instrument of accomplishing such results
as to convinee even Darwin that the gospel isthe power of God unto




460 Presbyteriun College F ournal.

salvation to all who believe—not excluding the Patagonians. In his
later years the great scientist became a regular contributor to the
funds of the Association.

This Society has established mission stations not only in Patagonia,
but in Chili, Peru, Bolivia and Brazil as well. Besides these efforts
to evangelize the natives a very successful enterprise has been their
seamen’s mission among the sailors of all countries who visit those
shores.

The limits of this paper forbid anything like a full account of the
work done in all these countries. I therefore think it advisable to
speak somewhat minutely of one, rather than give an indefinite and
general sketch of all.  Drazil is for various reasons the most interest-
ing of all, and of it I shall speak. It, moreover, may be taken as
representative of the general condition of the continent. Its area is
1-15 of the habitable world and 1-5 of the Western Hemisphere. Its
coast line is mnearly 5,000 miles long, and it has some of the finest
harhors in the world. Its soil is exceptionally fertile, and the
climate, especially on the plateaux, is salubrious.  Its inexhaustible
forests and mines, accessible by means of its three great river svstems,
would be sourees of incalculable revenue if properly worked. Inshout,
Brazil has every requisite of a great and prosperous nation except
one—the Bible—and, lacking that, it can never take its place among
the kingdoms of the earth.  ‘The population in 18735 was 9,950,478,
hesides the untamed Indian tribes, which were put down at about
L000,000.  Slavery is a recognized institution in Brazil, and the
population just given includes 1,410,000 slaves. Allowing an average
rate of increase since that date, the present population may be said
to he abont 14,267,118. I have spoken of slavery as a recognized
institution. It is doomed, however. The past few years have intro-
duced many reforms, and the present Abolition party is large and
becoming increasingly influential.  But more blighting to national
oreatness amd a more serious obstacle to the evangelization of the
masses, is the curse of Romanism fastened on the people by European
invaders. The Brazilians, tempered as they are with a copious infusion
of Portugese bload, are a sensitive, excitable, impractical, yet dacile,
intelligent and religious people—a very congenial soil for the seeds
of priest-craft to fall upon. Fou three centuries the Chureh of Rome
has exercised unquestioned sway over a too obedient people, and the
result is appalling.  Among the common people it has left ignorance
and superstition, and in the higher classes religious indifference,
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seepticism and atheism.  Of the 90230478 inhabitants reported in
the census 1cturns of 1873, 8,365,997 were unable to read or write.
It is true great progress has been made in popular education since
then, but still gross ignorance is the prolific mother of untold evils
in Brazil.  For this ignorance the Churehr of Lome is largely and
divectly responsible.  The people themselves yearn for education, and
tome only mocks that yearning by offering Lo it the wnsatisfying
stone of her illogical dogma. Notonlyso but the most serious and posi-
tive hindranees in the way of cvangelical enlightenment ave placed
therc by the agents of the lope.  If they hear of a protestant school
or mission station about to be opened in any community, they at
once strive to have the authorities interfere to prevent it; and if
their influence is not strong enongh to shape the actions of magis-
trates, the next recourse is to incense the populace against the new
comers, which is generally not a difticult task.  About a year agoa
missionary of, I think, the A. B. C. I'. M. was aunxious to establish a
preaching station at Mossoro.  The Romanists were already in pos-
session of the place, and were determined to exclunde all Protestant
preachers. However, they were surprised one morning to learn that
a missionary had entered the town during the night, had scewred a
hall, and announced his services even while they slept.  The building
was, of course, wrecked, and the intrepid wissionary assailed, hut
Mossoro i8 to-day a prosperous station.

Of the work done by the Missionary Society of the Chwich of
England, 1 have not been able to obtain authenticated siatistics,
From geueral statemeuts and brief periodical notices, however, it is
evident that success is crowning energetic and prayerful eflort.

Iuto the Preshyterian Mission Churches last year were received
200 couverts, and from all quarters yet occupied come encouraging
reports.  Some of the congregations do & great deal and give very
liberally for the spread of the gospel, but some do very little. In
the Presbytery of Rio Janeiro ave thirty-two charges, only two of
which ave self-supporting. A Committee of Presbytery has been
appointed to investigate these delinguent congregations, and sugsest
some means of obtaining more liberal giving.

Of the work done in other parts of South Awerica much might be
said in the same strain,  The people every where ave waiting for the
wospel, and drink in its saving truths as cagerly as the arid sands of
the desert absorb the 1ain that falls upon it.

But 1 fear I have already exceeded the limits laid down for this
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paper. Permit me, before elosing, to turn the picture a little, that we
may sce another phase of it. In all the North Western: part including
Venezuela, Columbia, and Ecquador, there is but one ordained foreign
Missionary among 6,000,000 of people. That one is Rev. M. E

Jwell, who labors in Bogota with a population of 80,000. Nearit
are three other cities averaging about 9,000. In Caracas, the capital
of Venezuela, with 56,000 people, there is not a single Missionary.
Yet the door is wide open and the heralds of the gosp:l would receive
a hearty welcome at any moment.

These facts and figrures speak for themselves. South America is
a land of wounderful possibilities, but it needs the gospel—needs it,
not only to elevate and redeem the heathen, but also to restrain from
atheism the large numbers of those whom the lies of Rome can no
longer hold. How is this great boon to be conferred ¢ “ How,”
asks Paul of the heathen in general, “ shall they believe on him of
whom they have not heard ? and how shall they hear without a
preacher ?”  The great need of that land to-day is additional and
devoted Missionaries, who are apt to teach as well as able to endure
hardship. If asked what are the requisites which would qualify a
man to become a Missionary to South America, I should unhesitat-
ingly answer, “ All the qualifications, spiritual, moral and physical
which are necessary to secure success in any other country ; and, in
addition, a special and thorough knowledge of the practical crrors
of Romanism.” And I know of no college or institution in Christ-
endom that might more naturaily be expected to supply such a man,
or hody of men, than the Presbyterian College, Montreal. Who will

go?
W. L. CLay,

Dreshyterian College



Partie Hancarse.

LE DEVOTION CATHOLIQUE ET LA DEVOTION
PROTESTANTE.
Conclusion.®

E protestantisme n'a point d’établissement conventuel, quoiqu'il
ait proportionellement plus d’écoles et de séminaires de de-
moiselles que le catholicisme. Il n’a que quelques sceurs de charité
qui ne font point de veenx irrévocables, et aussi quelques diaconesses
se rattachant plus particulidrement au service de quelques dalises.
Dans tout cet ordre de chose le protestantisme differe essentiellement
du romaunisme, en ce qu'il cherche surtout dans I'Ecriture Sainte, sa
régle de conduite, son principe inspirateur, et ses modtles. Or dans
le Nouveau Testament il n'y a pas trace de vie monacale.

Peu de temps aprés I'époque de la Réformation, les deux tendances
ont commencé 2 se dessiner, I'une plus portée vers Vextérieur, autre
plus vers Yintérieur ; I'une cherchant surtout & agir sur 'ime par le
moyen des seus, l'autre aspirant directement & I'Aime qu’elle appelle
au culte “en esprit et en véritd” Ta masse des catholiques en est
eucore au culte du Temple juif, avec cette difiérence que le prétre
en a matérialisé le Dieu.

On a dans I'Eglise un compartiment réservé, non pour la présence
réelle, mais visible de Dieu. Le catholique se rend la pour adorer,
comme il n’adore pas aillems. De cette notion de la présence de
Dieu ainsi localisée, est venue celle d’orner son temple d'une manicre
digne de l'idée qu'on se fait de lui. Le catholique va adorer Dieu
tout seul dans Péglise, il est bien rare que le protestant le fasse,
parce que pour lui, Dien n'est pas plus b qu'ailleurs.  Si jamais il
sy rend pour prier et adorer, c’est pour y chercher la solitude et le
silence qu'il n’a pas aillewrs, Le catholique se rend & PEglise pour
adorer un Dieu visible, le protestant va au temple y adorer un Dieu
invisible ; le catholique va y chercher un Dieu relégué dans un petit

abernacle dont le prétre a la clef, le protestant vient y adorer le
Dieu spirituel anquel il présente son coeur comme le tabernacle du

* Le désir de conclure avec ce numéro, me force & beancoup abréger mon

. travail.
[463]
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Dieu vivant, lui-mcéme. L'un va au temple swtout pour y Ctre
instruit de la vérité divine, pour y réveiller et éclairer sa consciences
pour mieux s'approprier au moyen d'une foi vivante ce salut qu'il
doit & Pumour de Dieu, si clairvement.manifesté dans le sacritice de
Jésus-Christ, pour s¢” sentir en communion avee ses freres dans la
communion de I'Esprit Saint; l'autre va & I'Eglis. pour y attendre
une bénddiction qu'il croit attachd, an seul acte de s présence, il s’y
rend pour faire son salut, on ne pas le perdre, Le culte catholique
consiste surtout en oraisons, en prieres souvent répétdes, et en céré-
monies. Le point culminant de ce culte, daus le service essentiel, la
messe, est celni de la consécration de I'hostie, ol & la parole du prétre
Dicu est sensé descendre mystérieusement dans un peu de pain.
C'est ce que 'on nomme le sacrifice de la messe, quoiqu'un apétre ait
dit que Jésus s'est offert une fois pour toujows. Le culte protestant
n'a en général point de cérémonies, il est sobre en fait de répétitions
de pritres. Bien que I'adoration et la pridre en soient considérées
comue l'acte le plus important, celui qui met surtout 1'ame en com-
munion avec le divin; néaumoins c'est 'explication de la parole
sainte, ou la prédication qui en est le plus long. Dol Pon dit, pour
le catholique : aller & In messe, et pour le protestant, aller au sermon,
Entendre Ya Messe ne sigmitic pas du tout qu'on soit allé entendre
yuelque chose que I'on comprenne bien, qui instruit, réveille, vivifie
ou spiritualise, mais seulement qu'on est allé & I'Eglise au temps du
service avec I'intention de recevoir le bénifice que la Messe est censée
confdrer & ceux qui font acte de présence. Clest dans le méme esprit
que l'on dit un Are Maric pour obtenir n'importe qu'elle grace qui
w'a aueun rapport avee la pridre réeitée. Il peut y aveir trop de
prédication, pas assez de prieres et de chants d’adoration dans le culte
protestant ; il n’y certainement pas assez d'enseignement dans le
service catholique. Il y a ici beaucoup pour Loreille, pour les yeux,
pour Pimagination, mais trés peu pour la raison, encore moins pour
ce calte en esprit que Dien attend de ses vrais adoratewrs.  Clest
pour ce culte extérieur qu'ont été érigées les basiliques et les magni-
liques cathédrales gothiques. Ces prodigicux monuments ne sont pas
adaptds & la prédication, mais aux grandes cérémonies, & la musique
de grands cheeurs.  Le culte qu'on y célébre cultive suxtout imagi-
nation. Si vous étes artiste d'une cextaine fagon, vous y awrez été
ému, fascing, vous avez pu vous croire Lres religicux. Clest trés
beau aux yecux de quelques uns, mesquin ou ridicule aux yeux de
quelques antres, mais cela w'est pas néeessaivement rveligieux, méme
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pour ceux qu'en sont le plus touchés, Vous avez pleuré dans une
grande et belle Eglise, mais vous avez aussi plemé au théatre, aux
sténes d’un drane peu moral, ou en lisant un assez méchant roman,
On a dit avec beancoup de vérité: “ La force d'une impression ne dé-
pend pas de la 1égitimité, ni de la justesse du principe dont elle
émane.”

Il y a dans la piété protestante quelque chose de plus austére, de
plus réservé, de plus intérieur, de plus spirituel enfin que dans la
dévotion romaine. Prenons pour poiut de comparaison deux types
extrémes, dans les camps opposés.  Voici un prétre jésuite qui n'entre
dans son Eglise trds ornde quavee lattitude de la plus humble ador-
ation et n’approche du sanctuaire que par de profondes génuflexions.
Voici un Quaker qui entre dans son temple dénué de toute ornemen-
tation, le chapeau sur la téte, et marche droit s'assoir & son sidge.
Non seulement il n’a été, ni tonsuré, ni consacré, mais encore, il n’a
dté ni baptisé, ni confirmé, et ne prend pas la communion ; il ne se
sert d’aucun symbole, il tutoie 'homme son fréve, comme il tutoic
Dieu le Ptre des esprits.  1e quel de ces deux hommes est le plus
dévot, ou pour mieux dire le plus religienx 2 Pour nous le plus
dévot, le plus religicux, le plus spirituel, c'est le Quaker, le chrétien
qui n’adore Dieu qu’en usprit, et qui attend dans le silence que Pes-
prit de Dieu le pousse & parler & ses fréres. Nous ne disons pas que
ce soit 1% notre idéal de 'homme religicux, mais il est & notre avis
beaucoup plus dans le vrai que Pantre.  Les sociétés religienses aux-
quelles ces hommes appartienneat, ont prouvé par leur maniére
d"agir dans le monde, ces vergers sont connus par leur fraits.  Tandis
que le jesuite & la souple é&chine, aux démonstrations d’humilité,
rampe, se faufile, aspire & dominer les grands pour lesquels il était
indulgent autrefois comme confesseur, qu'il trame des intrigues poli-
tiques, arme J'assasin des rois qui contrecarrent ses desseins, chepré,
la perséeution, et se fait le principal soutien du pouvoir temporel du
pape; le silencicux quaker ne réve que des moyens d’assurer la paix
universelle, de faire dominer la charité et 1a bienfaisance. Il travaille
A Pamdlioration des prisons, ¢t pendant un siecle il ne cesse de lutter
pour aboliv I'esclavage, de briser les fers de I'esclave et de lui ménager
des retraites siires pour sa fuite. Clest la seule manitre dont i}
puisse étre accusé d’avoir conspiré dans l'ombre. Au lieu de pousser
3 la guerre, il refuse de porter les armes; il n'a quune ambition:
faire troner la justice au milicu des hommes. Ie plus saintement
dévot, c'est celui qui aspire & faire dominer I'esprit de Dieu—dans
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les imes.  Le quaker ne ment jamais, so simple parole est accept
sans serment dans les cours de justice. Le Jésuite a déclaré qu'on
peut mentir pour la gloire de Dieu, ot il en a largement usé pour
arriver & ses fins. .

La dévotion catholique s'aftiche beaucoup, le bréviaire et tout le
bataclan des rosaires sont 1% comme preuve & Yapui; la dévotion
protestante se laisse deviner, elle véside dans un sanctuaire plus in-
time. Ln pays catholique vous portez au comble de 'étonnement
tel homme d'une mauvaise conduite notvire, telle femme d'une vie
toute mondaine en mettant en doute la réalité de leur religion; on a
vu des pirates ne vouloir pas manger de viande le vendredi, et se
prosterner au pied d'une image de la Madone en touchant terre. En
piys protestant, le besoin de véracité est tel que bien des hommes et
des femmes de le plus haute probité, de la moralité la plus exquise,
refusent de se mettre & genoux quand d’autres prient pour ne pas
faire un acte qui ressemble & I'hypocrisie.

Une partie notable de la dévotion catholique se fait par procuration
On se confesse au prétre, et lon s’en remet & lui du soin de son salut.

11 dit Ia Messe pour les fidtles, c'est son afiuire. Ce qui anjourd’hui
domine dans la dévotion catholique, cest le culte & la Vierge Marie,
qui vient & bout de faire absoudre le pécheur quand on ne peut pas
y réussir au moyen de Jésus Christ. Nous pourrions donuer biendes
preuves & Pappui de cette assextion. L'adoration de Marie, et les
expressions dont on se sert: dans le Rosaire de Maric en particulier,
dépassent tout ce qu’on peut imaginer, & la fois d'inconvenant envers
Dieu, et d'amour sensuel. Ce west pus 13, direz-vous, la dévotion
comme l'ont entendue et enseignée Fénelon, Pascal, le ptre Girard
Montalambert, Madame Swetchine, et beaucoup dautres. Nous le
suvous; mais celte pidté évanglique disparait tous les jours plus du
sein de 1'Eglise romaine pour faire place & celle plus autorisée en haut
lieu, & =avoir celle des pélérinages de Lourdes et de la Salette, celle
du Sacré-Ceenr, celle qui semble avoir pour but de ehoquer la raison
au dernier point.  Rien n’est un plus sfir indice de la profondeur et
de la réalité du sentiment religieux que les hymues chrétiennes en
langue vulgaire, nous entendons par 1 celles que toute le monde com-
prend, et qui sont chautdes par le grand nombre.  Clest 1d que I'ime
exprime le mieux sa foi, son amonr, son adoration; c’est dans ces
pavoles harmonieuses quelle s'éléve le plus directement dans son essor
vers Dien. Or les cantiques religieux protestants sont infiniment
plus nombreux, plus pmssants, plus spirituels, plus sublimes que ceux
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de I'Eglise romaine. Ils ont été écrits par de plus grands génies relis
gieux dans les langues allemande, anglaise et francaise. Dans cette
dernitre nous en avons peu compards aux autves, parceque le nombie
des protestants frangais est beaucoup moindre, mais plusieurs ne sont
rien moins que sublimes. La dévotion ! cette communion intime et
sainte avee le divin ; ce regard humnble et confiant de I'dme vers Dieu ;
cet avant-gout des relations supérieunres et immortelles; cette adora

tions d’un créateur et d'un Pére céleste, dont I'immensité des ceuvres
confond et écrase la pensée; la ddvotion, c’est humble prélude du
service glorieux, de U'éternel concert du ciel! c'est la préparation
dans les larmes de la repentance, dans des chants qui soupirent Yer-
pérance au chasit triomphant de la gloire ; c'est Yessor de I'vne vers
la patrie céleste, ol elle pénétrera aprés avoir déposé ce qui pise iei
bas ; ¢’est Phumain s’unissant au divin dans Vineffable bonhewr du
ciel sur la texre.

Traeovory LAvrLECH.
Montréal,
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COMPLETION OF OUR SEVENTH VOLUME.

THE time—so far as we can see into the future, it will be the /Jast—
has come to lay down the editorial per.; and we find oursclves in the
somewhat novel position of handing over a superabundance of ‘copy’
to our successors in office. \We had hoped to take leave of our readers
more at length, and to include in this number several articles of particular
jnterest received from such writers as Rev. F. R. Beattie, Ph. D., D.D.
Rev. W. M. McKibbin, M. A., Rev. John Nichols, and James Moodie,
Esq.; but even an “ enlarged ” JOURNAL has its limits, and we ate there-
fore reluctantly obliged to hold these and other contributions over till
next session, and compress our valedictory within the compass of a page,

As the JuuryaL will not appear again this session, siavz in the form of
a supplement containing a report of the graduation exercises, we must
here express our thankfulness for the maaifest blessing the Master has
granted us in our endeavor to make the magazine a power for goolin
His hands ; and while we are conscious of having fallen far short of our
aims, we can at least reflect with some measure of satisfaction on the
valuable nature of the material we have so far succeeded in bringing to-
gether, all of it calculated to instruct, some to inspire, and some, not
improbably, from its startling character, to sfun. Such we deem Mr.
Hutchinson’s article on ¢ Civil Death,” and the contributions of other
writers on Romanism. Though we are far from having realized all the
promises of the Prospectus issued last August, we cannot but consider
that we have given an equivalent both as regards quantity and quality—
indecd so far as quantity is concerned, we find that we have actually
given more than was promised.

We entered upon the work with the consciousness of 2 definite mission
to fulfil, and limited time and ability to fulfil it. We lay it down with a
fceling of thankfulness that, notwithstanding a multiplicity of other and
more pressing duties on the part of nearly every member ¢f the staff, we
have been permitted to accomplish all that we can now look back upon.

With regard to the future it is unnecessary to speak. The JournaL
issuing from an institution which, from its geographical situation occnpies,
a unique place among the theological colleges of Canada, has a wide field
of usefulness open before it, and we have no doubt it will ful'y realize
the expectations of its most sanguine promoters. The new staff, with
Mr. Whyte as editor-in-chief, make their announcement on another page,
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STUDENT LIFE.

THE editorial staff elected to have charge of the JournaL during the
proximate session, have taken time by the forelock, and formulated a
constitution for their guidance in the work. A prospectus has also been
drawn up setting forth the claims and merits of the JourNaL, announcing
their policy and sketching the general plar of the contents of each number.
The prospectus presents many attractive features, some changes and addi-
tions being made to the departments of the present issue, and promises in
its fulfilment a most excellent and satisf. ory magazine.

L J L L L

Since it falls to the lot of the Local Editor to meet all irate visitors, and in
any other way to personate the chief when other duties demand hisabsence,
we must apologize for the late and untidy appearance of the Fcbruaty
JourNaL. An enterprising member of the new staff threatened thatif more
promptness were not shown the first number of the new series would be out
before the last number of the present series wasissued. ‘L'he threat. how-
ever, failed to cause us serious alarm ; we are assured the present nuraber
will be issued promptly, for there is a report that our printer is about to
enter an action against himself for damages sustained in his business from
untidy execution on the last JourNaL. We received the report for nothing

and give it for what it is worth.
. . . »

Duriug the last few weeks’ illness has been almost epidemic among the
students. Fortuuately, none have been dangerously affected, most of the
cases having also been of short duration. The complaint has been marked
by coid on the lungs, soreness of the throat and headache. Most of those
who were sick have now recovered.

At 2 late meeting of the new editorial staff, it is said, a resolution was
passed to the effect that * Presbyterianism in Canada would be faithlessly
supported, and the conduct of the Roman Catholic Church fearfully
criticised.” In the name of the Coilege, and in the interests of the Church
at large, we earnestly trust that such reprehensible and violent measures
willnot be carried out. It is more than probable, however, that the endings
of the words “faithlessly ” and * fearfully " have been interchanged, and
that the resolution should read * faithiuliy and fearlessly.”

[463]
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We regret to state that Mr. Moiison, 4th year Arts, has been compelled
to give up his studies for a time on account of sickuess. This is the more
unfortunate for him as he was in his graduating year in Arts, and will lose
his final examinations and classification. = His degree will be granted to
him as “xger.” He expects to return to his theological studies next
October.

. . L4 [

A few weeks ago the city was favored with the performances of a cele-
brated professor of Mesmerism, and as students are proverbially of an
inquiring turn of mind, several took advantage of his presence to test the
reality of the existence of this mysterious power. The professor rejected
the student volunteers, preferring to retain his veteran subjects who were
better versed in the occult science, and the attempted investigation was
foiled. For a few days the conversation in chamber and hall and dining-
room was an animated discussion of tha merits and truth of this system.
Several amusing and instructive exhibitions were held by the more highly

gifted of the disciples of Mesmer for the benefit of their less favored
brother students.

R. MacDougatrL.
PERSONAL

THe report of the annual meeting of the Cobourg Presbyterian Church,
Rev. D. L. MacCrae, M. A., '79,pastor,which was held last January is now in
our hands. The financial statement laid before the mecting shows the
congregation to be in a highly prosperous condition, and the progress
made during the past year must be very gratifying to both pastor and
people.  The receipts for 1887, were $2686.17; the expenditure
$2675.72. ‘The debt upon the church has now been wiped out, the final
instalment having been cntirely paid off. Notwithstanding the special
effort made to accomplish this object, the sam of $S06.94 was contri-
buted to the various mission schemes ia connection with the church. In
presenting his annual statement, the Treasurer took occasion to point
out the advantage of paying systematically, which was best done by
weckly payments in Envelopes. At the closc of the meeting the pastor
spoke feelingly of the wirm support he had reccived since he came to
Cobourg, not only by the members of session and board of managers,
but by the entire congregation. He also expressed his gratitude at their
being now frece from debt, and said they might henceforth look fora
larger blessing and greater success, so long as they cultivated the har-
mony, cordiality and peace which had ever characterized them since he
camc amongst them. .

We have also before us the annual report of St. Andrew’s Church,
Sherbrooke, Rev. A. Lee, B A, 'S4, pastor. ‘The reports presented by
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the Board of Managers, Sabbath School, Ladices Aid Society and Session,
were exceedingly satisfactory. During the year, 54 members were added
to the Communion roll, making the present membership 186. The
average attendance of the Bible Class and Sabbath School during the
year was 140. For the Schemes of ths Church $567.42 was contributed,
and the revenue for general expenditure has been in advance of any pre-
vious year in the history of the congregation. Qur Lecturer in Ecclesias-
tical Architecture, Mr. A. C. Hutchison, R.C.A., has complcted his pre-
paration of plans for the new church, and the congregation has subscribed
most liberally towards its crection.

The Rev. 8. A. Carric¢re, '82, has succeeded in organizing a new con-
gregation in Corbett, Ontario, and on the 22ud of January last a church
was opened, built at a cost of 32,000. The site on which to erect this,
the first Presbyterian Church ever built in this comparatively new part of
the country, was a gift by Mr. Corbett, a liberal member of the Episcopal
Church. We hail with gratitude the success which has attended the
cfforts of our French Missionary, not only in Grand Bend, but also in
this ficld, where only about two years ago he began missionary work.

Special services, continuing over two months, were conducted by the
Rev. G. Mackay, ’73, in Cartwright and Ballyduff. As a result Mr.
Mackay wriles that many were brought from darkness into light, and that
Church members were awakened to a seuse of duty, and are now taking
a much deeper interest in the welfare and prosperity of Zion.

The Rev. J. H. Graham, B.A., ’86, has also bzea holding special ser-
vices in Bristol, Ontario. Crowded meectings ware held for two wecks,
which were enjoyed alike by youag and old. We are pleased to learn
that the young ladies of the congregation have presented Mr. Graham
with a fur coat.

The Rev. J. R. MacLeod, ’78, has taken possession of his new manse,
built at a cost of over $2,000. O the day of moving Mr. MacLeod
found in the manse an excellent book case and writing desk, combined
with a valuable study chair, ail left by kind friends.

Mr. C. McKerchar, who was compelled to leave the present graduating
class in Theology, owing to ill-health, has charge at present of several
stations in Manitoba. Au interesting letter has been received from him
in regard to his work there; he writes from Sewla/e :~—* In my field here
there are six stations, including a Sioux Indian Reserve. These Sioux
Indians originally belonged o the Uaited States, but during the American
civil war (186¢-63), owing to some difficulty with the American Govem-
ment (injustice, the Indians call it), they committed a terrible massacre
amoag the white seutlers in the State of Minnesota and cscaped to Canada
—Nence they are refugees in Canada.  As far as [ have heard they have
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behaved themselves very well since coming into Canada. Part of the
band are professed Christians and another part still heathens in their
religious belief. Thkey have a large rescrve near Beulah and are doing
pretty well (for Indians). As a people, however, they are rather impro-
vident and do not lay up much for the future. They have a church with
bell and steeple on their reserve, and I am told that most of the work-
manship was done by themselves. It is a log building, plastered between
the logs and boarded on the inside. They have a beadle who takes great
delight in making the bell ring loud and long over the prairie before ser-
vice begins. Some of them come four or five miles to church, driving in
with ox teams. Some days there are two or three yoke of oxen and a
pony or two, but the attendance is not very large during winter, the
average being about thirty. Still it is the largest meeting house in my
field so far, and this is the only church belonging to our denomination in
my whole field. At Beulah we hold our meetings in the Methodist
Church, and at the other stations in school-houses or private dwellings.
One of the Indians, John Thunder, plays on the organ, and they get up
the heartiest singing in this whole field. I hold service in their church
every second Sabbath at 10.30 a.m. I write out a short simple address
and read it sentence by sentence, and as I go on an interpreter translates
it into the Sioux language. I get one of the Indians to lead in prayer at
the opening of the meeting and another at the close; and though I
scarcely understand a word of what they say, still it is very interesting to
hear their soft, earnest tones, in their own language, pleading at the throne
of grace. Their hymns are in their own language, but they use the music
of our common English hymns.”

On Sabbath, January the 29th last, the new Presbyterian church,
Russell, Ontario, Rev. \V. H. Geddes, '83, pastor, was opened for divine
service. Sermons were delivered by the Rev. James Fleck. B.A., of
Montreal, in the morning and evening, and Rev. A. Rowat, of Athelston,
during the afternoon. The Rev. Wm. Shearer, of Morewood, also took
part at the evening service. The new church will seat over 300 and
costs $6,000 most of which is covered by subscriptions. In addition to
this heavy undertaking, the Russell congregation gave to the schemes of
the church, for the yecar just closed, $100 more than for 1886, as well as

providing for the pastor’s support.
J. H. Hicains.
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PHILOSOPHICAL AND LITERARY SOCIETY.

A MEETING was held on February 3rd, on which occasion the advis-
ability of Arts Students occupying mission fields during the summer
formed the subject of debate. J. Robertson contended in favor of the
Arts men, and argued that it is their duty to labor for the Master whenever
and wherever opportunity offered ; and since, in the majority of cases,
they are obliged to find employment of some sort, they should engage in
that work which is best fitted to benefit fallen man and raise him nearer
God. If moved by a love for souls, armed with the word of God,
and guided by the Holy Spirit, they can do much good ip the cause of
truth and righteousness. C. W. Whyte, B. A., maintained that while
pursuing his Arts course, the student cannot bestow that attention on the
study of the Word which would enable him rightly to divide it, powerfully
to present the claims of Christianity, and to set forth the beauty and truth
of the gospel in a clear, forcible and attractive manner. Having had
little or no instruction in the doctrines of Christianity and the principles of
Apologetics, his attemptsto defend the faith will in any case be weak
if not altogether ineffectual. Occasion will thus be given the foes of
Christianity to exult, and much injury be doue to the noble cause of
truth. DBesides, that he may successfully prosecute his litcrary studies,
he needs the summer to rest, and accumulate energy for the work of a
coming session. W, Russell, B. A.. and W. M. Rochester, B. A. follow-
ed in behalf of the affirmative, whilst M. McLennan, B. A. supported the
negative. At the conclusion of the debate, the general opinion seemed
to be, that a student’s fitness for the work of teaching and preaching is
not altoyether dependent on seniority, but to a large extent on natural
ability, earnestness, and application to study, If, therefore, an Arts
Student meet these requirements in a reasonable degree, there is no good
cause why he should not be entrusted with thc charge of a mission field,

WHETHER or not it would be to the advantage of Canada to have Free
Trade was the question to have been discussed at the meeting on Feb.
17th. G. MacKelvie, M. A., and J. MacDougall, B. A, had been ap-
pointed to support the affirmative, whilst it was the concern of J. A.
Nicholson, B. A., and M. J. Macl.eod, B. A, to uphold the negative side
of the question. The debaters were in their places, and each made a
speech, but not on the subject. Counter attractions of a more enticing
character had drawn away the great majority, and only a “sclect” few
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(so it was unanimousiy agreed) asscmbled s enjoy the silvery fiow of
contending eloquence. They were disappointed, however, for they soon
perceived that there was perfect unanimity among the chosen speakers,
though not oa the question at issue. Moved by a sense of offended dig-
nity and unappreciated merit, cach in turn expressed his disapproval of
the treatment they had received, and they decided to show their disap-
probation by refusing to proceed with the debate, though careful prepara-
tion had been made. It was on this point then, that there was unanimity.
Sympathy was expressed by those present, in fact whisp~rs of apologies
and such like were heard, but no decisive action was taken. ¢ Explana.
tions” since made, and more definite information as to the why and the
wherefore, have tended to place matters in a better and mwuch more
satisfactory light, and we may cherish the hope that in the not far dis-
tant future the offended,parties will after all be heard debating on
¢ labor and the changing mart, and all the framework of the land.”

STUDENTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

‘THE regular monthly meeting was held on February 1oth. The Pre-
sident, M. MacKenzie, was appointed to prepare and read a paper on
‘¢ Mission work among the North American Indians ” at the next annual
conveation of the Intercollegiate Missionary Alliance. In connection
with our representation at these conventions, the custom hitherto has
been to defray the full expenses of one delegate. As several of our
students who are deeply interested in all Missionary endeavours desire to
be present at these meetings, and as it is in the interests both of the
college and of the alliance that there should be a larger attendance, the
society decided to meet half the expenses of a limited number of volun-
teers, in order to the furtherance of this object.

A paper on * Heathenism and Christianity in the South Secas,” was
read by M. MacKenzie, a member of the news Committee.

Having referred to the salubrious climate and physical appearance of
the island gems which stud the Southern Pacific, he proceeded to treat
of theirinhabitants. They are peopled by two races, the Malay of Asiatic,
and the Papuan of African origin. The Malays are a later migration
and brought with them a higher civilization. These speak essentially
onc language with slight dialectical differences, whilst among the Papuans
an almost totally distinct language is spoken not only in every group,
but also on every island.

The next point referred to was the heathenish customs of these races
many of which must be passed over in silence. Among those of which
jt is allowable to speak, cannibalism was perhaps the most common.
Infanticide was also very prevalent, ‘I'wo-thirds of the infants are
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supposed to have been destroyed. Strangulation of widows was an
established practice on many islands. Among such a people human
life was lightly esteemed. Thousands committed suicide, and thousands
more met terrible deaths in their tribal wars which were being constantly
waged. Idolatry was prevalent in many groups. Their gods were
monsters of cruelty, one of whom was acknowledged to be superior. In
some islands these deities were supposed to be incarnate in certain
animals which they regarded with religious veneration. Villages had
their gods, so also had families, and individuals. To these on special
occasions human sacrifices were freely offered.  Another curious custom
connected with their idolatry was the Tabu. This was a system of
restrictions and prohibitions as to persons, trees, and other objects, but
especially as to fuod. With places and persons tabued all intercourse
was prohibited. Pork, bananas, cocoanuts, and certain kinds of fish
were prohibited to women. Another Tabu forbade men and women
eating together. ‘The penalty for violation of these restrictions was
death, and if the guiliy party escaped punishment from men, he was
deemed certain to suffer the vengeance of their gods. Such was the
state of affairs before the introduction of Christianity,

The first band of Missionaries was sent out in 1796 under the London
Missionary Society. The party numbered twenty-nine persons, of whom
four were ordained Missionaries, and the remainder mechanics and
artisans. Too little discrimination was exercised by the society in choos-
ing its men. Some were deficient in mental power, others in moral
courage. Some abandoned the enterprise, while a few laboured on ex-
periencing many reverses. A second band of twenty-nine was sent out
in 1798, but they ncver reached their destination. Seized by a French
privateer, they were released at Monte Video, whence sailing they were
again captured by a Portugues: frigate and taken to Lisbon. From
Lisbon they rcturned to England. This reverse tended to dampen the
ardour cf the Society. By degrees the original band dwindled away.
Those who were left laboured zealously to disperse the datkness. Use-
ful arts were taught, schools established, and religious services regularly
conducted, but the success seemed lamentably meagre in proportion to
the labour expended. Still there were some signs of progress, and the
work was just beginning to expand, when Rev. John Williams arrived
among them in 1817. He was a skilful artisan, an accomplished scholar,
an earnest Christian, and a man of Paul-like faith and perseverance. Ten
months after his arrival he was able to speak to the people in their native
tongue. In a few years through his instrumentality the gospel was given
to a population of nearly 300,000. With unwearied diligence, he laboured
for eighteen years, having during that time a record of work done and
suffering undergone such as has seldom fallen o the lot of any man.
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The Wesleyans were the next to enter the ficld.  Missionaries were sent
to the Friendly Islands in 1819.

The Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia came nex:. It sent out the
saintly John Geddie, in 1848, who was soon afterwards joined by Rev.
John Inglis of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

Messrs, Cargill and Cross of the Wesleyan Church entered the Fiji
group in 1835. The fiftieth anniversary of this mission was held in
1885, when the report showed that the sway of the gospe! extended over
the whole group, and cannibalism, idolatry, and polygamy had given way
before it. There were then 1200 chapels in the group and 26,000 com-
municants.

It is in the New Hebrides group that we are most interested. Three
denominations have martyr missionaries lying there awaiting a glorious
resurrection. Rev. John Geddie was the first to obtain a permanent foot-
ing here. He settled on Aneityum in 1848. After twenty-four years of
faithful labour, he entered into his rest on December i15th, 1872,
“When he lauded in 1848 there were no Christians here; when he left
in 1872 there were no heathen.” This inscription on his memorial tablet
best indicates his noble work. Dr. Inglis, who joined Dr. Geddie in
1852, retired from the island in 1877, in which year Rev. Joseph Annand
was appointed to the station.

The work on Efate was begun in 1845 by four native teachers. Rev.
Donald Morrison, of Cape Breton was the first ordained missionary. He
settled there in 1864, and died in 1869, after four years of unwearied ser-
vice. Rev. J. W. Mackenzie was next appointed to the station, and he
still labours there with marked success.

Erromangi next claims our attention. It has gained an unenviable
notoriety in the history of missions. Here the Rev. John Williams was
clubbed to death shortly after landing in 1839. After his death the work,
which was hardly begun, was carried on chiefly by native teachers. In
1857, Rev. G. W. Gordon, of P. E, I, commenced work there. He
studied in Halifax and prepared himself thoroughly for his life work. He
was skilled in most of the useful arts, and consequently well fitted for a
pioneer missionary life. For four years he prosecuted his work with
untiring zeal, when on May 20th, 1861, himself and his devoted wife
were brutally murdered by a treacherous band of heathens. When the
news reached P. E. I., a mother wept for her noble son,and a brother
was led to succeed him. Rev. J. D. Gordon reached Erromanga in 1864.
He at once began his arduous work, and laboured earnestly and cheer-
fully for eignt years with considerable success. He, too, was crowned
with the martyr's crown on the 7th of March, 1872. He was succeeded
by the Rev. Hugh A. Robertson, whose labours God has been pleased to
own in a very special wanner.  About six hundred persons at present
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attend Christian ordinances. Truly, on this island “the blood of the
martyr has been the seed of the Church.” Six different Presbyterian
churches have missionaries at work in the New Hebrides, and the labours
of all are richly blessed. About twenty additional missionaries are
required to supply, in any adequate measure, with the means of grace the
islands that are still heathen. The call is pressing, the opportunities are
great, and the Master's commission unmistakable. Who will go, and who
will send?

An excellent paper on * Mohammedanism” was also read by J.
MacDougall, B.A,, which will be published in a future issue of ths
JourNAL. .

J. A. NicHOLSON.

MORE ABOUT ENGLISH MISSIONARIES FOR THE
FRENCH.

As the printer is making these pages ready for the press, a communication reaches
us from Rev. J. L. Morin, M. A,, Lowell, Mass,, taking cxception to the article of Rev.
W. H. Geddes, in our last number, in which allusion is made to the * French gra-
duates now laboring in the United States, where the nced of workers is small indeed,
compured with the wants of Quebec Proviuce,” and the remark add. q, # There is some
congnlation in the thought that a fow of our French brethren yet remain loyal to
their countrymen.” We regret that Mr. Morin's letter bas come too late for
insertion in ful}, and that even this notice of it must be cramped. He calls
attention to the fact ¢«that there are no less than oNg MiLLioN of Freach
Canadinns in the United States, 500,000 of them in New England alone; and that
these emigrants need the Gospel as well as those of their countrymen who remain in
Canada” He regards Freach Evangelizition more hopeful in the land of freedom
than in this Province of religious slavery, # Why, then,” he asks, “should we not be
clagsified by Mr. Geddes with the blessed ¢/ew’ who have remained ¢loyal to their
perishing countrymen’?”

J. H. M.
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IT was a matter of astonishment to me that the printer's boy did not

turn up with proof during last month. But it turns out that, some-
where between the editorial staff and the printing house, there is a bold
spirit who dared attempt what has never been successfully done before,
Larramendi wrote a Basque grammar and called it *“ The impossible
overcome ;” and, had this bold spirit succeeded in reading the fairly
enough written copy placed in the editor’s hands, he might have taken to
himself equal praise. As it is, he has made the author guilty of many
words he never intended ; thus “real or imitated” should be ‘“real or
simulated,” and “ poetic circumstance” should be “poetic circumlocu-
tion.” How could he make me guilty of saying * There /s some good
thoughts,” and “ pity me and take me down,” instead of ¢ take mine
down?” There appear Bon Gautlier for Gaultier, and Aytan for Aytown.
“ Earth near again” should be “Earth new again,” and Alma Mater
Song Book lacks the possessive after Mater. Of the punctuation it is
better to say nothing; but he was a bold man who risked the German
wahrheit as wakrheiht, Calw as Calir, and werlay as worlay, to say
nothing of that pleasing German word, dosso/be,’ which must send’a thrill
of plessure through every Teutonic breast, as an entirely new and spirited
creation. Please, Mr. Editor, don't let this sort of thing occur any more.
It is sometimes a heavy enough responsibility to shoulder one’s own
sayings. A triangular fight between author, editor and printer, in which
the first of these has his hands tied behind his back, is unfair and
unedifying. In the daily papers one naturally expects to be misrepre-
sented and is rarely disappointed, but better things are hoped of the
COLLEGE JOURNAL.

Those enterprising publishers, Messrs. Drysdale & Co., send Romanism
Unmasked or the Letters of Marcus, a baok which I am informed is sold
in cloth binding for a dollar, in paper for half that amount. As the copy
furnished is in paper, it is out of my power to say anything of the merits
of that in cloth. The binder is perhaps a homeopath, for he meets the
crrors of the Scarlet Woman with the brightest and most uncompromising
of reds. A well known and much respected minister of the Methodist
Church has been for years past engaged in a one-sided controversy with
Archbishop Fabre, inasmuch as that dignitary consulted wisdom and
comfort, as well as dignity, in declining to reply to the Letters of Marcus.
Some reviewers have condemned the spirit of the book. Now I am very

[478)
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far from being a Catholic hater, but I confess I find no fault in this
respect with Marcus. He abominates the system of Rome, and he is
right ; for it is the vilest, most iniquitous system that ever arrogated to
itself the cacred name of Christianity. That there are passages in
Romanism Unmasked which cannot be quoted in these pages, and which
would only injure young and innocent minds, is the fault not of the
author, but of that diabolic invention called Moral Theology, by which
Rome replaces the Jewish traditions of the fathers. The toae of Marcus
is calm ; his facts are generally trustworthy ; and his reasoning, cogent.
His proofreader has not always done him justice, for Elizabeth, Cataline
and Heliogabulus appear for Elizabeth, Catiline and Heliogabalus. The
author has taken some of the opinions of the authorities he quotes with a
faith more honouring to his heart than to his critical judgment, such as
the statement of Mosheim that thec Mennonites are descendants of the
Waldenses. As the passage on page 58 reads, one would imagine that
Louis XIV persecuted these Mennonites, and that the Edict of Nantes
was framed against them. Marcus says that the Waldenses date their
origin from the beginning of the fourth century. The value of Romanism
Unmasked would have been enhanced a hundred fold had the author cited
all his authorities by book and page, for Monastier and other historians
of the Vaudois Church do not know this interesting fact. A popular but
anonyirous writer is quoted as saying, “ but who Papias was, whilst there
are vaiicus conjectures, nobody knows” This is absurdly untrue, for
Jerome has him among his Illustrious Authors, chap. XVI11,and Eusebius
states several particulars concerning him in his Ecclesiastical History,
Book 111, chap. 36, 39, to say nothing of references in Irenszeus, and in
some of the more obscure writers in early Christian centuries. While
Marcus is deserving of all commendation for his manly and honest
protest against unrighteousness and spiritual tyranny, and for his success
in uomasking Rome and showing her true character, it is more tl.an
doubtful that works of this kind written by Protestants will hasten her
most desirable reformation. Most men resent being told by a stranger
that they would be all the better of a bath, and if the informant were to
condescend to particulars, it would probably lead to blows. If Romanists
are to be won to a purer faith, it must be by appealing to the good that
is in them, not by Dbreaking the already bruised reced or quenching the
spark of the almost extinguished wick, which heavenly grace, stronger
than Rome’s strong and corrupt man who keeps the house, and farther
reaching than the broadest humn charity, yet keeps alive, a feeble lamp
in the soul of miny an honest unreasoning victim of Papal tyraany.a

1 Letters, describing Romanism in its origin, character and end, nddressed to Rev.
Ii. C. Fubre, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Montreal, by Marcus: W. Drysdale & Co,,
Montreal,
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I am indebted once more to that good friend of the JourRNAL, Mr. Croil,
for a genuine Polyglott, not Walton's or the Complutensian, but hailing
from Copenhagen ; and must needs refresh memory with the Danish dic-
tionary that has long rested undisturbed on my library shelf. It is the
Report of the eighth general assembly of the Evangelical Alliance at
Copenhagen, beginning on the first of Septemter, 1884. This report,
the work of a man of no small learning, is drawa up by one who
modestly calls himself J. Vahl, but who seems to be the Provost or Dean
of that name. Itis a most cheering thing to find Danish Lutheranism
on the side of the Evangelical Alliance, for Lutheranism, since the rough
old Martin that founded it said to Zwingle, * Your spirit is not ours,” has
generally maintained an attitude of hostility to the Reformed Church.
No fewer than 1383 Danish delegates sat in the Assembly. Sweden
came next with 251, then Great Britain and Ireland with r20, Germany
with 87, Norway with 31, America (sic/) with zo, Holland with 18,
Switzerland with 15, France with 14, those two great empires Canada
and Russia with 5 each, the smaller states of Italy and Belgium each
with 4, and Greece with 1 ; all honour to the Greek. This convocation
of the nations joined in singing “ Vor Gud han er saa fast en Borg,” the
Danish version of Luther’s 46th Psalm, but so arranged that it could be
sung in Danish, English, French and German. It must have been a
sort of Pentecost for the good Danes. Then Dr. Kalkar delivered a
most interesting and eloquent Indledningstale or prefatory discourse,
after which Britain spoke through the Lord Mayor of London, the
United States through Dr. Hall of New York, Germany through Count
Bernstorff of Berlin, France through Pastor Recolin of Paris, Switzer-
land through Colonel Von Baren of Berne, and Holland through Count
Bijland* of the Hague ; the accomplished Dean Vahl and Dr, Kalkar,
appropriately welcoming the polyglotts in their own tongues. Among
the papers read appears one on the Religious condition of Denmark, by
Dean Vahl, and another, which causes me to revive my Swedish, by
Pastor QOestberg, on the Ecclesiastical State of Sweden in recent years.
Both of thesc contain much valuable information. A similarly important
paper is that ~¢ Pastor Recolin, entitled a glance at the Present Religious
condition of France. Professor Scharling of Copenhagen, gives an
account of the education of the clergy in the northern universities, full
of inierest; and Pfarrer Baumann of Berlin, contributes an elaborate
Report on evangelical church life in Germany. Of work in Greece, Dr.
Kalopothakes gives a brief account, and Pastor Fliedner of Madrid, tells
the story of the Gospel in Spain, and gives a verse of the Spanish
“ Hold the Fort.”

¢ Camaradas, €n 103 cielos ved la enscna ya
Hay refuerzo, nuestro el triunfo, no dudeis sera:
Estad firmes, yo voy pronto, dice ¢l Salvador,
Tgtaremos por tn gracia firmes con valor,”
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Pastor Anet of Brussels, has another statistical report on The Religi-
ous State of Belgium, only too brief. Dr. Schaff follows with a paper on
The mission of the Evangelical Alliance; and after him comes Pastor
H. Monod on OQur perils, our duties, our hopes. Professor Christlieb,
treats of Religious Indifference and the best means of overcoming it.
The State of Religion in Italy is a paper by Professor Geymonat of
Florence, and Dr. Godet of Neufchatel concludes the part of the report
published, with an article on Tie bases of the authority of the New Testa-
ment in the Church. The Report thus contuins a number of papers set-
ting forth very fully, yet within brief compass, the history of vital religion
in many lands, furnishing the Church historian with data of great
importance.? :

Through the same channel comes “ Bietigheim.” This isa book likely to
take in the incautious reader at first, for he does not observe that its published
date is 1932, and that of the battle of Bietigheim, the story of which it tells,
is 1891. Ttis a battle of Dorking style of prophetic fable. Bismarck gets
into trouble with the United States by arresting a naturalized American
citizen, and finally shooting him. Then the Americans rise in their might,
and make a grand alliance with Great Britain, France, Italy, Turkey, and
Spain, conciliating the first named power by refusing to allow the Fenians,
banished from England and Ireland, to settle on their shores, so that these
expatriated Irishmen have to take refuge in Mexico and Central America.
Bismarck, with Russia and Austria, constitute the Triple Alliance of Imper-
ialism against Democracy, so sweetly represented by Turkey. The United
States send a large army into Europe, which co-operates with the French
army, under General Boulanger ; and in the decisive battle of Bietigheim,
in northern Wurtemberg, American valour prevails over German discipline
and Russian doggedness, compelling the unconditional surrender of the
three great powers. Thereafter the greater part of Europe becomes a con-
federation of republics, the United S:ates of Europe. A certaia Emanuel
Winterhoff establishes a republic of guilds. which is a new phase of the
socialistic movement. It does not seem to work very well, for all Europe
is on the point of starvation, when the United States step in, and with un-
wonted generosity, supply the waats of the famishing multitude. The aim
of the book is to realize Tennysons ¢ Federation of the World,” by
human ioventions, a thing that can. never be, until the kingdoms of this
world become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. Some parts
of the book are well written, but it is the work of youth, and ascribes
to the people of the United States a character for chivalry and world-wide
public spirit, which, with all their virtues, and these are not few, they have
so far failed to exhibit. The author is evidently well acquainted with

2 Beretning om Den evangeliske Alliances ottende almindelige Méde § Kjsbenbhavn
i September, 1884, ved J. Vahl: Kjébenhava, 1 Komwission hos Indre Missions
Boghandel.
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Germany, and is, if the traaslations into several languages of pretended
newspapet paragraphs, be his own, a linguist of no mean ability.®

Dr. Thorburn, of Ottawa, sends me, from the Geological and Natural
History Survey, Mr. Macoun’s Catalogiie of Canadian Plants, Part
III. Apetale. DBotany was the first serious study I took up apart
from academic work. and it was one of the most pleasant. Several
of our ministers are accomplished botanists, and, while deriving much
enjoyment from the study, do not find it interfere with their duties,
but rather prove helpful, by bringing their minds continually into contact
with the freshness of nature. Students in their summer fields of labour,
generally in the ccuntry, would find a new interest infused into their
walks, even in pastoral visitation, if the equivalent for England’s ¢ prim-
rose by the rivet’s brim” were to them more than a yellow primrose. I
recall with great satisfaction botanical expeditions of more than twenty
years ago, with Hubbard and Buchan, gone to their rest, with Roger.
Tytler, McMurrich, Ellis, Spotton, and other worthies whose names
appear here and there in Mr. Macoun’s catalogue; and the joy with
which two of us took to Professor Hincks—then the botanist of Canada—
specimens of the beautiful Rhexia Virginica, which was supposed not to
grow farther north than the coast of Massachusetts. The Rev. Mr. Bell,
up in Mono, father of Professor Bell of the Survey, was one of the earliest
and most indefatigable students of natural science in the Church. He
infused his knowledge and his love for nature into the people round about
him, so that I was astonished as a missionaty, accompanied by an elder
in the course of pastoral visitation, to find that my worthy companion,
otherwise a plain farmer, knew the strata and their fossils, the flowers and
their habitats, as well as 1 did. Another botanist was the Rev. Mr.
Scott, formerly of Napanee, who nearly got me late for a grand church
opening social by the botanic zeal with which he led me into green fields
and pastur~s new. Mr. Macoun is the Canadian botanist of to-day, his
rescarches extending over the whole of our wide Dominion. In the three
catalogues of the Exogenous plants, Polypetale, Gamcpetale, and
Apetalue, he has done his werk well, not attempting description, which is
not the work of a catalogue, but giving an exhaustive list with Synonyms,
and with the habitats of the plants in full. The Geological and Natural
History Survey is to be congratulated on this addition to botanical lore.*

3 Bictigheim: New York, Funk and Wagnalls.
¥ Catalogue of Canadian Plants, Part 11I. Apetalac, by John Macoun, M.A., F.L.S.
F.REC.: Montreal, Dawson Bros.
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Is PysLisuen under the auspices of The Philosophical and Literary Society of the
Presbyterian College, Montreal.

During the current session it has been greatly enlarged and bas, we trust, met with
approbation from its readers. Pleasing were the words of praise and gratulation which
have come from exchanges, subscribers and friends.

The staff of Editors appointed for the session of 188$-1889 hope to werit the com-
meadation which bas been given to their predecessors, and wish at this carly date to
present 1o friends, old and new, their plans for the coming session.

Che Montreal Presbyterian Pulpit,

The opening article in each number will be one of & series of sermons by the
Presbyterian ministers of the city.

Contributed Articles.

In this departnent subjects of interest to all Christians will be discussed in short
and readable articles. There will be papers on practical church work, college inter-
ests, and general literary subjects. These will be supplied by graduates of the
College, and by eminent clerical and lay writers in Canada and elsewhere. The
students lave promised to prepare articles during the summer months, and our
readers may expect a fair share of writing from their hands.

The RMission Crisis

Wili continue to direct attention to the pressing need of Heathendom and to the
duty of the Church in its behalf. Interesting facts from the ficlds of labour will be
given each wonth.  The students who are preparing for foreign mission work will be
large contributors to this department.

Partie Francaise.

Nous somme heureux de pouvoir aunoncer & nos lecteurs que I'élément fraugaise
continuera & étre représentc Pannée prochaine dans les colonnes du Jorrsat rv Cot-
u:m:,] ou nous disposcrons de quatre pages ce qui nons permettra de publier un Joli
article.

Nous aurons des articles, comme 3 Vordinaire, des différcats pasteurs frangaise du
Canada et des Etats-Unis, ct des étudiants sur divers sujets que nous ne leur
prescrirons pas sachaut bien qu'ils sauront choisir des sujets convenables & notre
Journal ¢t propres & intéresser nos lecteurs.




Editorial Depattment,

The JourNAL will continue to be an organ of student opinion, and the editors will
keep this in view. College affairs will be frecly discussed.

Protestantism in Cavada, and especially in the Province of Quebec, will be faith.
fully supported, and the conduct of the Roman Catholic Church fearlessly eriticised
The practical work of our own Church will also receive uttention.

College Note Booh.

Events of interest in and around the College will be reported in concise und racy
form by the Local Editor, who will also examiue the exchanges and give an unbiased
opinion as to their merit.

The Reporting Editor will give a correct account of all Society meetings and
Collcgiate gatherings.

Qur Graduates.

One of the attractions in next year's Jourvat will be a Calaloguc of ull the graduates:
of the Coilege, giving a short account of their college and pastoral life. This will be
prepared and published under the supervision of the College Scnate.

The Personal Column will be fully sustained, and every effort will be made to
procure late and trustworthy information as to the doings of graduates. We take
this opportunity of introducing to the Alumni our Corresponding Editor, Mr. W.
Russell, B.A., who will bave cbarge of this department, aud we bespeak for him their

hearty co-operation.
Talks about Books.

We are bappy to state that the Rev. John Campbell, M.A., S.T.P., will continue bis
delightful Talks on Current Litcrature, which have attracted so much atiention
during the past session.

In conclusion, we desire to thank our friends for tkeir support in the past, and to
respectfully solicit their continued patronage in the future.

Every graduate and student of this College is an authorized agent for the
JOURNAL.

The subscription price is O~NE dollar.

All business communications should be sent to the Treasurer, JANES Nassuira, B.A,
67 McTavish street, Montreal, P.Q.

All matter for publication should be addressed to the Editor-in-Ghief, C. W.
Wuyrs, B.A., 67 McTarish strect, Montreal, P.Q.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

The Presnvreriany CoLLEGE JourNaL occupics 2 prominent position amonyg acadanic papers.
It is conducted with great ability and spirit. Its articles arc written with much care, and cmbrace a
wide rauge of subj ts {omary imelligence is fresh and interesting. It has also its French
column for its French readers. In short, as its conductors hold that there * is no particular merit in
being seriously unreadable,” this journal ainis, and with suceess, at holding the middle path between
pompous. heavy, lettered dulnessand flippant, supposedly smare, triviality.  We wish it all success in
E[l:}:’u we hiave no doulit is regarded by its conductors as a work of faith and labour of love.— Toronfy

£

A rich college journal—now one of the best extant.—Montreal Witness.

Much cnlarged and greatly improved in style and appearance, with many other pleasing indica-
tions of frer vigor and vitality. Tt is virtually a new magazinc, and a credit to all concerned in its
production.— Toronlo Presbyterian Leview.

i Entitled to rank with the very best ecclesiastical periodicals of the day.~Montrcal Presbhylerian
Record.

It is well worth the subscription price of ONE dollar.—Moatreal Prolestant Pillar,

Very handsome, and well ﬁ!lcd.—llah'fnx DPreshylerinn Witness.

In merit and make-up it is not to he compared with its former self.— Koz Monthly.

Tts articles are varied, well written and of geaeral interest.—Canada Presbyterian.

Deservedly one of the most popular of our college monthlies. Jts articles are of a high chamcter,
well writica and practical in theic bearing.—Dallionsic Gazetic.

The%hest Canadian theologlcal review which reaches our table. It shows an amount of caterprise
which is most commendable.— Toronto Varsity.

Rather heavy reading.—McGill Universily Gazcile.
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Crackery Department,

52 UNIVERSITY ST.

IMPORTERS

FANCY & STAPLE

ROCERIE

————

N.B.—Special attention given to

Country Orders,




Adveytisements.

DAWSON BROTHERS,

Branch Store:—2238 ST. CATHERINE STREET, MONTREAL.

Keep constantly on hand all the

TexT Books

Used in the COLLEGES in the City of Montreal. 1
|
|
|

Also, the Largest Stock of

THEOLOGICAL BOOK 8

in the City.

NOTE BOOKS,

‘STYLOGRAPHIG AND OTHER RESERVOIR PENS

AND

COLLEGE REQUISITES.

STUDENTS’ NOTE PAPER,

itamped with the Crest of Mc(ill University and Pres-
byterian College, also a variety of

HSS AY

and other Papers, which are offered at the LOWEST
PRICES in the Market.

EZ A SPECIAL DISCOUNT TO STUDENTS. <§

DAWSON BROTHERS,

BOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS

2238 S8t. Catherine Street

and 233 St. James Street,

MONTREATL.

JNO. HENDERSON,
HATS, CAPS AND FURS,

(OPPOSITE HALL & SCOTT)
2288 ST. CATHERINE STREET,
MONTREAL.

NOTMAN.

SPECIAL RATES TO STUDENTS.

Students’ Portraits,
Class Groups,
Private Groups,
Portraits of Professors,
College Views, etc.

17 BLEURY ST, M()N’DL?.HZA]"...

8. J. ANDRES,

LICENTIATE OF

DENTAL SURGERY,
44—BEAVER HALL-44

WEST END

HARMAC.

@ 26317
ST. CATHERINE STREET.

Dispensing of Prescriptions
OUR ‘SPECIALI’I‘Y.

22~ The Disptnsing Department is entirely separate
from the Retail. Only the Purest and Finest Drugs
used, and every precaution possible is taken to guarantee
accuracy and uniformity.

"NONE BUT QUALIFIED CLERKS
are permitted to dispense, and every prescription, before
being sent out, is doubly checked.

2~ Our Dispensing charges will be found very
moderate.

FANGY AND TUI[ET DEPARTMENT,

A large and varied assortment of the newest PErruMES
by the principal makers :—Ricksecker’s, Lubin’s, Atkin-
son’s, Ess. Oriza, etc.

728~ Brushes, Combs, Gentlemen’s and Ladies’ Toilet
Sets in Plush and Leather, Manicure Sets, etc.

W. H. CHAPMAN, Ph. C., Eng,,

Tekephone No. 114. MONTREAL.

PROPRIETOR.



Advertisements.
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Corner WicGill and Notre Dame Streets,

Largest Stoek in Canada, of

READY-MADE CLOTHING,

——) CONSISTING OF (——
OVERCOATS, SUITS, BOY'S and CHILDREN’S CLOTHING, HATS, CAPS and
GENTLEMEN'S FURNISHINGS.

Gustom Departmens sgual to any house in the city. Clergymen and Studeats usual discount.
Mail Orders recelve special attention,
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 WALIER PAUL SEATH'S
FAMILY GROCER. 04 TROUSERS

Fruit and Provision Merchant, |

92355 ST, CATHERINE ST.,

( Corner Meicalfe),

Made to Measure.

How foolish it is for any
that wears Pauts snd likes to
save money unot to give us & trial
order and

men
®

Branch st Green Avenve, Cote Bt, Antolus. wttls th
seis {00 YOU WEAR

gues tHiom

nowi PANTS? ‘-nd

P L et
forever whether or not he can pro-
oure from us Pants ent 1o his Own
order that will suit him. We most
earnest!y beg of you in all good
faith, both for the sake of your
pocket and for ours, 10 grant us this
one trial, We will wefund your
oney promptly if you so choose.

ROBERT SEATH & SONS,

1817 Notre Dame st.

Purchasers will find in these establishments, the
largest and best assorted stock of Staple end
Fancy Groceries to be found in any retail store
in the Dominion, and as they are nearly sl
imported by himself, prices will be found cor-

rect.

e ————————

TELEPHONE No, 474.

FOXYII.KEL or HONEY BALSAM for Coughs, Colds, Sore Throat, &¢

L) Ohameomile Pills for Indigestion Aromatic Tooth Wash.
Prepared only by H. J. JACKSON, 2268 8t. Catherine §¢,

N Bewiarge stock of Brushes, Combs and Toilet Baquisites in stosk,




