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PUBLISHED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF .\ COMMITTEE OF WESLEYAN MINISTERS AND FRIENDS IN LOWER CANADY,
IN CONNECTION WITH TIIE BRITISH CONFERENCE,

LET US CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER TO PROVOKE UNTO LOVE AND GOOD WORKS.~—IIEBREWS X. 24,
Vor. I. MONTREAL, THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 1840. No. L.

DIVINITY.

I commencing this Religious Journal, the Edi-
tors think they cannot better meet the expecta-
tions of* their readers, or promote their spiritual
improvement, than by presenting them, as the
first article in ¢ Divinity,” with the following
cxcellent sermon, preached and published many
years since, and designated

GOD*S LOVE TO FALLEN MAN.

€ Not as the offenie, so also is the free gift.?

— Roxaxs v. 14,

1. How exceeding common, and how bilter, is
the outcry against our first parent for the mischief
which he not only bronght upon himself, but en-
tailed upon his latest posterity ! It was by his
wilful rebellion against God that “sin entered
into the world.”? ¢« By one man’s disobedience,™
as the Apostie observesy the many, of polloi, as
many as were thenin the loins of their forefather,
«were made,” or constituted, ¢ sinners:?? not
only deprived of the favour of God, but also of
his image—of 2ll virtue, rightcousness and true
heliness; and sunk, partly into the image of the
devil—In pride, malice, and all other diabolical
tempers; pattly into the image of the brute, be-
ing fallen under the dominion of brutal passions’
and grovelling appetites.  Hence also death en-
tered into the world, with all his forerunners and
attendants—pain, sickness, and a whole train of
uneasy, as well as unholy, passions and tempers,

2. &« For all this, we may thank Adam,” has
cchoed down from generation to generation. The
sclf-same charge has been repeated in every age
and cvery nation, where the oracles of God zre
krown ; in which alone this grand and important
event has been discovered to the children of men.
Has not your heart, and probably your lips too,
joined in the general charze?” How few are
there of those who believe the scriptural relation
of the fall of man, that have not entertained the
same thought concerning our first parent ; severe-
1y condemning him that, through wilful disobe-
dience to the sole command of his Creator,

¢ Brought death into the world, and all our woe !

3. Nay, it were well if the charge rested here:
but it is certain it does not. It cannot he denied
that it frequently glances from Adam to his Cre-
tor. Have not thousands, even of these who are
called Christiens, taken the liberty to call his
mercy, if not his juslice also, into guestion, on
this very account? Some, indeed, have done
this a little more modestly, in an oblique and in-
direct mannez 3 but others have thrown aside the
mask, and asked, < Did not God foresce that
Adam wonld abuse Uis liberty 2 And did he not
know the baneful cansequences which this must
naturally have onall his posterity 7 And why,
then, did e petmit that disobedicnce? Was it
not casy for the \linighty to have prevented it 92
—He certainly did foresce the whole.  This can-
not bie denied : for ¢ known unto God are all his
works from the beginning of the world 3 rather,
from all ctemity, 2s the words apo aionos proper-
Iy signify. And it wasundonbtedly in his power
to prevent it; for ke hath all power bath in hea-
ven and eath.  But it was knowa 2o him, at the
same time, that it was best, upon the whole, not
to preventit. e kaew that <« not as the trans-

ression, so is the free gift 3*2 that the evil result-
ing from the former was nol as the good resulting
from the Tatler—not worthy to be compaed wit
it. He saw that to permit the 2l of the first

man was far best for mankind in general § that
abundantly more good than evil would accrue to
the posterity of Adam by his fall; that if ¢«sin
abounded®? " thereby over all the earth, yet grace
would ¢ much more abound ; yea, and that to
every individual of the human race, unless it was
his own choice.

4. It is exceeding strange that hardly any
thing has been written, or at least published, on
this subject ; nay, that it has been so little weigh-
ed or understood by the generality of Christians;
especially consideting that it is-not a watter of
mere curiosity, hut atruth of the deepest import-
ance ; it being impossible on any other principle,

T asscrt a gracious Providence,
And justify the ways of God with mcen 3

and considering withal how plain this important
truth is to 2l sensible and candid inquirers.
May the Lover of Men open the eycs of our un-
derstanding, to perceive clearly that, by the fall
of Adan, mankind in general have gained a ca-
pacity,

First, of heing more holy and more happy on
earth, and,

Secondly, of being more happy in heaven, than
otherwise they could have been'!

1. And, first, mankind in general have gained,
by the fall of Adam, a capacity of attaining more
holiness and happiness on earth than it “would
have boen possibic for them to attain if Adam had
not fallen. | For if Adam had not fallen, Christ
had not died. Nothing-can be more clear than
this ; notking mote undeniable : the more tho-
roughly we consider the point, the more deeply
shall we be convinced of it. Unless all the par-
takers of human nature had received that deadly
wound in Adam, it would not have been needful
for the Sor: of God to take our nature uwpon him.
Do you not sec that this was the very ground of
his coming into the world? <« By onc man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin: and
thus death passed upon all,”? through him in whom
all men sinned. (Rom. v. 12.) Was it not to re-
medy this very thing that ¢ the Word was made
flesh,’? that ¢ asin Adam all died, so in Christ
all?? might ¢«be made alive?” Unless, then,
many had been madde sinners by the disobedience
of one, by the obedience of one many would not
have been made righteous: (verse 19:) so there
would have been no room for that amazing dis-
play of the Son of God’s love to mankind : there
would have been no accasion for his being ¢« obe-
dicnt unto death, even the death of the cross.”
1t could not then have been said, to the astonish-
ment of all the hosis of heaven, € God so loved
the world,” yea, the ungodly world, which had
no thought or desite of returning to him, ¢ that
he gave his Son™ out of his bosom, his ouly-be-
gotten Son, ¢ to the end that whasoever believ-
cth on him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.??  Neither could we then have said, ¢ Go:
was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself 3
or, that tic ¢ nade him to be sin,” thatis, a sin-
offering, ¢ for us, who knew no sin, that we
might be made the righteousness of God through
him.?  There would have been no such oceasion
for such “an Advocate with the Father,”? as
¢ Jesus Cluist therighteous 3 neither for his ap-
pearing “at the right hand of God, to make in-
tercession for ns.”?

2. What is the necessary consequence of this?
It is this: there could then have been no such
thing_as faith in God thus loving the world, giv-
ing his enly Sen for us men, and for our salvation.
There coulidl have heen no such thing as faith in
the Son of God, as % loving us and giving him-
self for us.?> There could have been no faith
in the Spirit of God, as renewing the image of

God in our hearts, as raising us from the death of
sin unto the life of righteousness. Indeed, the
whole privilege of justification by faith could have
had no existence; there could have been no re-
demption in the blood of Christ; neither could
Chuist have hcen ¢ made of God unta us,? either
# wisdom, righteousness, sanctification,® or 4 re-
demption.”?

3. Aud the same grand blank which wwas in our
faith must likewise have been in our love. We
might have loved the Author of our being, the
Father of angels and men, as cur Creator and
Preserver: we might have szid, €O Lori our
Governor, how excellent is thy name in all the
carth > But we could not have lovcd him under
the nearest and dearest relation—as delivering
up his Son for us all.  We might have loved the
Son of God, as being ¢ the brightness of his Fa-
ther’s glory, the express image of his person;»
(although this groumf see:ns to belong rather to
the inhabitants of heaven than earth;) but we
could not have loved him as & bearing our sins in
his own body on ‘the free,” and # by that one
oblation of himself once offered, making a full sa-
crifice, ohlation, and satisfaction for the sins of the"
whole world.””  We could not have been ¢ made
conformable to his death,? nor have knawn ¢¢ the
power of his resurrection. 1We could not have
loved the Holy Ghost, as revealing to us the Fa-
ther and the Son 5 as opening the eves of our un-
derstanding 5 bringing us out'of datkness into his
marvellous light ; renewing the image of God in
our soul, and sealing us unto the day of redemp-
tion. So that, in truth, what is now ¢ in the
sight of God, even the Father,” not of fallible
men, ¢ pure relizion and undefiled,” would then
have had no heing; inasmuch as it wholly de-
pends on these grand principles,—¢ By grace ye
are saved through faith 3 and, ¢ Jesus Christ is
of God made unto us wisdom, and rightecusness,
and sanctiication, and redemption.”

4. We scc, then, what unspeakable adrantace
we derive from the fall of our first parent, witha
regard to faith ;—faith both in God the Father,
who spared not his own Son, his only Son, but
¢ wounded him for our transgressions,’” and
¢ bruiscd bim for ouriniquitics 77> and in Cod the
Son, who poured out his soul for us trunsgressors,
and washed us in _his own blood. \We see what
advantage we derive therefrom withregard to the
love of God: both of God the Father and God the
Son. The chief ground of this love, a5 Jongas
we remain in the T)ody, is plainly declared by the
Apostle: € We love Him because He fitst loved
us.” But the greatest instance of his love had
never been given, if Adam had not fallen,

3. And as onr faith, both in God the Father and
the Son, receives an unspeakable increase, if rot
its very being, froin this grand event, as does also
our love both of the Father and the Son; so does
the love of our noighbour also, our benevolence:
to all mankind, which cannot but increase in the
same propostion with our faith and love of God.
For who does not apprehend the force of that in-
ference drawn by the loving Apostle : < Beloved.
if God so loved us, we ought also o love one 2n-
other.”” I God SO loved us j—observe, the
stress of the argument lies on this very point: SO
loved us, as to deliver up his only Son to die i
cursed death for our salvation. Beloved; what
manner of love is this wherewith God hath love.,
us; so as to give his only Son, in glory equal
with the Father, in majesiy co-cternal?” What
manner of love is this wherewith the only-begot-
ten Son of God hath loved us, so as to empty Aim-
self, as far as possible, of his eternal Godhead ;
as to divtst himscif of that glory which he had
with the Father before*the world- began 3 as to
take upon him the form of 2 servant, being found
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in fashion 23 a man; and then to humble him-
g stlt further, € being obedient unto death,
even ths deathof the cross I If God 8O loved
us, o ouabt we to love one another ! But this
wative to brotheily love had been totally wanting
if Adam had nat fallan,  Consequently, we could
not then have loved ond another in so high a de-
gree as we may row. Nor coul there have
bocn that heizht and depth in the command of
ang blessed Lord, # Ag 1 have loved you, so love
ctie anather”?

6. Such gainers may we he by Adam’s fall,
with rgard Lath to the love of God and of our
nighhonr.  But there is another grand point,
sehich, thoush little adverted to, doserves our
ceepest consderation, DBy that wne act of our
st parenty, not only ¢ sin entered into the
world,™ but pain also, and was alike entailed on
his whole posterity.  And hegein appeared not on-
ly the juctice but the uneprakahie gondnees of
God.  For how much good does h» continually
bring out of this cvil! how much holiness and
happiness out of pein !

7. How innumernble are tie benefits which Gad
eanveys to the children of men theeugh the chan-
nel of sutlerings t—so that it might well be said,
¢ What are teracd aflictions 1n the language of
men. zre, in the languaze of Gody styled hiess-
ings” Indeed, had there hoen nosulfteringin the
worldy a contiderabla past of seligion, yea, and in
some gespects, the most excellent pait, could have
had no p‘acc thesein s since the very exstence of
it depends on anr sufiering ; so that had tiwre been
no pain, it could have had no heing. Upon this
faundation, even our sullering, itiscvidont alf our
pascive graces are huilts vea, the noulest of a1l
Christian graces—lave enduring el things.  Here
iz the ground for restznation to God, crabling us
ta say, fro:n the heart, in cvery trving hour, « It
15 the Lord @ let him do what seemeth him zond P
~—& Shall we reccive good at the hond of the
Lotd, and shall we ant receive evil 1" And what
a giorious spactacle is this ! Did st not constrain
evon a Heathen to sy outy & Fece speclaculum
2o dignum 17— Sen a sight warthy of God 3
a good man strugaling with adversity, and sune-
ricr toit. Here is the ground for eoufidence in
God, both with 1cgard to what we feel, 2nd with
tagard to what we shoull fear, were it not that
our soul is calmly steid on Him. What room
could theie be for trust in God, if there was uo
such thing os pain or dinger? ~ Who might rot
say then, “ The cup which iy Father hath given
me, shall inct drink it It is by sufferings
that our faith is tried, and, therafore, tade more
aceeptadle to Gold. 1t is in the Gay of trouble that
wec hare accasion to say, ¢ Thonzh he slay me,
et will 1 trust in him.”  And this is weil pleas-
ing to God, that we should own him in the face
of danger ; in defiance of sorrow, sickness, pain,
cr death.

8, Az2in: hal these teen neither natural nor
moiat evil in the world, what must have hecome
of paticace, meekness, gentieness, longraffering ?
It 1s manifest tiicy could have had no being s sec-
iag all these have eval for their object.  Ify there-
fore, evil had never entered into the world, noi-
ther cenld these have kad any plaoe in it. For
who could have retuinad goad for evil, had these
heen no eviledoer in the universe? How hiad it
heen possible, on that supumition, 19 € overcome
evil with gned 27 Will you say, 5 But all these
races mizat have been divinely infused into the
toants of men 7?2 Urndlonitedly ‘thev might: tut
il thew Rad, there would hava been ra vee o7 ox-
otcive for theme  Whereas an the prescat state ofs
things we can never Itag want occasion {0 exer-
cize them s and the nore they a1~ exoteiced, the
ricre i ouf gracesare strongthened and increased.
And in the same preportion »s our reignation. our
ranfidence in God, our paticnce and fortitnde, o1
rirekness, gentleness, and lonzeaffaring, toze ther
with our taith, and love of Go? and man, increass,
must oar happiacss incease, cven ia tac presat
wesld.

9. Yetagain: as God's pormiscion of Adam's
{2 mave all his Ics‘.cxity A theusand epyortenitiss
of affering, and therrhy of exercicsing all those

assive graccs which incsease both their heiiness
and happiness; so it fivcs ther epportunitics of
daing gowl in numberlerss instances ; afexercisinzg
themselsrs in vations pond works, which other-
wise conld have b ra being.  And whit exer-

————

merey, had then been totally prevented! Who
conld then have said to the Lover of meny,—

¢ Thy mind thronghout my life be shown,
WWhile histening to the wretel's cry,
The wilow’s or the orphan’s zroan,
On tnerey’s wings § swiftly fly,
The poor and necdy to rclieve §
Myselfy my all for them to give

{t is thie just observation of a henevolent many—

€AY worldly joys tre less
Than that onc juy of duiug Ainducssea.”

Surely in “keeping this commandment,” if no
ather, ¢ there is great reward.®? ¢ As we have
time, let us do goad unto all men 3 good of every
Kindy and in every degree.  Accordingly, the
more good we do, (other circumstances” hemg
equaly) the heppier we shall be.  ‘The mare we
dcal our bread to the hungry, and cover the naked
with garments—the mote we relieve the stranger,
and visit them that are sick or in prison— the more
kind oflices we do to those that groan under the
varions cvils of human life—the mote comfort we
receave even in the present world, the groater the
recompence we have in ous own bozom.

10, To sum up what has been said under this
head : as the more holy we are upon earth, the
more happy we must be—(seeing there is an in-
separable connexion between holiacss and happi-
ness,)—as the more goad we do to others, the
more of preseat reward radouads into our awn ho-
som 3 even as our sufferings for God lead nsto ra-
joice in him ¢ with joy unspeakable and full of
vlory 3*? therefore, the fall of Adam—finst, by
siving us an epportunity of being far more Noly,
sacondly, by giving us the aceasions of doing 1n-
numerable good works, which otherwise could
nnt have been done, and, thindly, hy putting it
nto out power to suffer for God, whereby ¢ the
Spirit of glosy and of God resteth upon usP—may
be of such advantage tothe children of inen, even
in the present life, as they will not thoroughls
comprchend 1ill thay attain life everlasting.

11. 1t is then we shail be enabled fully to com-
prelicnds not oaly the advaatages which aocrmo
at the present time to the sons of men, by the fall
of their first parent, but the infinitcly greater ad-
vantages which they may reap from it in etemity.
In order to form some conccption of this, we may
terember the observation of the Apostle: as ¢ one
star differcth from another star 1n glosy, so also is
the resuniection of the dead.®®  The most glenous
stars will undoubtedly be those who are the most
holy, who bear most of that image of God where-
in they were created ; the next in glofy to these
will be those who have been most abundant in
gond works 3 and, neat to them, those who have
sulfered most, according to the will of God. But
what advantases, in every ¢n2 of these respects,
will the children of God reccive in heaven, by
God’s_permitting the intraduction of pain apon
earth in conscquence of sin?7 By occasion of this
they 2ttained many holy tempers which otherwise
could have had ro being,~—resignation to God;
confidence n him, in times of trouble and danger s
pati~nce, meckness, gentleness, longsuffering, and
the whole train of paesive virtues: and on account
of this superior holiness, they will then cnioy su-
penor_heppiness, Again: every one will then
ssreceive his own soward, aceording to his awn

tlahours® evosy indizidual will be rewarnded ¢ ac-

cering to his work.?  But the fall gave 1ise to
innnnerchle good works, which enuld otherwise
never hevs exizt~d: such o administering to the
necessities of santss yea, relicving the distessed
m ev~ey kind s and hereby innumerabla stars will
he added to thewr cternzl crewn. Vet again:
there wiil be an atundant reward in heaven for
suffering 23 well as for dung the will of God ¢
«Fhese hght aflictions, which are but for a ma-
ment, work out for us a far tmore exceeding and
ctemal weizht of glorvs”  Therefore, thet eveat
which arcanioned the entrance of sufiering into
the wosld, has theseby ocrasinned to ali tive chii-
dren of God 2n increase of glory to all clemmity.
For elthoush tie sufferings themscives will be 3t
2n end 5 althoug!

& The paia of 3ife shall then Le a'er,
The anguirth and distrecting care :
There sighing griel 2hall weep no more,
Ard 3in ehalt ncrer enter there ;7

ot the jovr oceaxicaed thereby shudl never end,

tions of benevolonce, of compassion, of gadlike

but Sow at God's Tight hand foy evermore.
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12, There is_one advantage more that we reap
fror Adam®s fall, which is not unworthy onr at-
tention,  Unless in Adam all had died, being 1n
the loins of their first parent, every descendant of
Adam, every child of man, nust have personally
answered for himself to God, 1t seems (o be a
neeessary consequence oi this, that if he hadance
fallen, once violated any command of God, there
would have been no possibility of his rising aguin ;
there was no help, but he must have perished
without remedy. ~ For that covenant knew not to
show merey : the word was, ¢ The soul that sin-
neth, it sholl die.”®  Now, who would not rather
be on the footing he is now—under & covenant of
merey 2 Who “would wish to hazard a whole
cternity upon onestake 2 Is it not infinitely more
desirable to be in a state wherein, though encom-
posced with infirmities, yet we do not run such a
desperate risk, but if we fall, we may rive again?
—wherein we may say,

¢ Ny trespassis gone 1up to heaven;
Dut fur abuve the gkice,
In Christ abundantly forgiven,
1 scc thy mercies riec !

13. In Christ! Let me enfreat every setions
person once more to fix his attention here, Al
that has been saiil, all that ean be s2id, on thesa
subjects, contres in this peint: the fall of Adom
produced the death of Christ,  Hear, O heavens,
and give cary O carth!  Yea,

¢ Lct carth and heaven agree,
Anzels and men he join'd,
To celchrate with me,
The Savionr of mankind ;
To® adore the all atening Lamd,
And bless the sound of Jesu's name,”

If Ged had prevented the fall of man, %the
Word™ had never been #made flesh 3 nor had
we cver «“seen his glory, the ﬁlory as of the on-
ly-begotien of the Father.”  Those mysteries ne-
ver liad been displayed ¢ which the’ very ¢ an-
gels desire to look into®  Methinks this consi-
deration swallows up all the rest, and should ne-
ver be out of our thoughte. Unloms < by oncman
judzment had come upon all men to condemnae
tion,?* neither angels nor men could ever have
knoten ¢ the unscarchable riches of Christ,?

14. Sce, then, upon the whole, how little rea-
son we hiave to repine at the fall of our first pa-
rent ; since herefrom we may derive such un-
speakable advantages, both in time and etemity,
Sec how small prezence there is for questioning
the merey of God, in permitting that event to take
place; since therein mercy, by infinite degrees,
rejoices over judgmenr.  Where, then, is the man
that presumes to Wlame God for not preventing
Adam’s sin?  Shonld we not rather bless him
from the ground of the heart, for thoreia laying
the grand scheme of man’s redemption, and mak-
ing way for that glorious mamifestation of his wis-
dom, haliness, justice and mercy t 1f, indeed,
God had decreed, before the foundation of the
world, that miilions of men should dwell in ever-
lasting butnings, becanse Adam sinned hundreds
or thousands of ycars before they had a being, 1
know not who could thank him for this, uniess the
devil and his angels : sering, on this supposition,
all those millions of unhappy spirits would be
plunged into hell by Adam’s sin, withont any
sible advantage from it.  Hut. blessed be God,
this is net the case.  Such a deeree never exist-
cd. Qn the contrary, every one born of a womun
may be aa unspeakable gainer thereby : and none
ever was o can be a loser but by his own choice.

15. We see here a {nll answer to that plausible
sccount of the atigin of evil, published to the
world same vears since, and supposed to be unan-
swerable s that ¢ it necessarily resulted from the
nature of matter, which God was not able to zi-
ter. It is very kind in this aweet-tonzued ora-
tor to make an cxcuss for God! But thore is
really no occasion for it: God hath answered for
himsell. He made man in his own imlﬁ! a
spint endued with undemtanding and liberty.
Man, alimsing that liberty, produced evil 3 brought
sin and pain into the world.  This God prrmitted,
in opler to a faller manifestation of his wisdom,
justice and mercy, by bestowing on all who woeld
teeeive ity an nfinitcly greater happiness thea
they could possibly hare attzined if Adam had
rot fallen.

6. ¢ O the depth of the riches doth of the wie-
dom and knowledze of God I Although a thon-
sand particuless of “his judgments and of hig
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ways are unscarchahle®® to us, and past our find-
ing out ; yet may we discern the general scheme
running thiough time into cteruity, ¢ According
to the counsel of his own willy? the plan he had
1aid before the foundation of the world, h2 created
hie parent of all mankind in his own image ; and
he permitted all men to be made sinnets, by the
disubedience of this one man, thaty by the ole-
dience of one, all who receive the free gift may
be intinitely hiolicr and happier to all eternity !

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS,

Job, ii. 4.

Skin for skin, yeu, all that a man hath will he give
Jor his life,

Berork the invention of money trade used toj p

be canicd on by barter; that is, vy exchangin
one commodity for another, The men who ha
been hunting in the woods for wild beasts, would
catry theur skins to matket, and exchange themn
with the armourcr for so many bows and artows.
As these trafliickers were liable to be robled, they
sometimes agreed to give a party of men a share,
for defending them, and skins were a very ancient
tribute. With them they redvemed their own
sharcs of property, and their lives, Itis toone
or both of these customns that the teat alludes, as
a proverh. L. .

Imagine onc of these primitive fais. A mulii-
tude oF people, fiom all parts, of ditlerent tribes
und Janguages, in a broad field, all overspread
with various commoditics, to be exchianged. lma-
gine this fair to be held after a good huuting sea-
son, and a bad ‘harvest: the skinners are nume-|
sous, and clothing cheap. Wheat, the staff of
tife, (Isa. iii, 1.) is scarce, and the whole fair
dreads & famine; how many skins this year will
a man give for this necessary atticle, without
which he and his family nust necessarily dia!
Wiy, each would add to the heap, and put skin
upon skin, for all the skins that « man hath il
Ac give for hislife. Imagine the wheat-growers,
of which Job was one, cxrrying home the skins
which they had taken for wheat; imagine the
party engaged to protect them, raising the tribute,
and threatening, if it were not paid, to put theni
to death. What proportion of skins would these
merchants give, in this case of necessity! Skin
wupon skin, yea, all the skins that they have will
they give for their lives. The ‘no\'crb then
meuns, that we should save our lives at an)
price.~—Iolinson.

r————

Rom. viii. 17.
In all these things we are more than conguerors.

Tuxar: is more than owdinary force in these
words, more than conguerors ; for they express
an heroical triumph.  He does not simply say, we
bear our trials with paticuce 3 hie not only says,
we shall conguer in this conflict; but he affitms,
sre are Monx than conguerors. It is much that
we resist Liials without being oppressed; it is
more to conquer those trials, even after a rude
combat; but to affirm that the believer is uonse
thar a conqueror, is to 2ffirm that he coxauexs
WITHOUT A COMBAT, and triumphs withou! resist-
ance,—it is as much as to say, he shall make t;i-
als the matter of his joy and glory, as the Apos-
Ue says, e glory in tribulation.— (Yaude.

Laobiceay a city of Asia Mioor, which Ja
:‘?ont forty mil'gl to tt;e south of E’pbcms. li
e pnimitive, times of Christianity, as sppea
from Ssint Paul’s Epistles to the C,olouia';g: ::
which the Laodiccans are frequently mentioned,
this place sed a flourishing church. But
the doom of Laodicca scems to have been more
stvere and terrible than that of the other six
apocalyptic churches. At Eskhisar, close to
tae ruins of Laodicea, previously to the tremen-
dous carthquake in August, 1822, which desolat-
el the greater pait of Sysnis, there resided about
.ty poor inhabitents, fica only of whom were
Christiang, who lived tozether in 2 small mill, and
a‘guhgtc::' El::dtp:ould read! Thestately cdifices

of anei 1Cea are now led wi Y
m%g:chk. - peopled with,wolves
prayers of the mosgue are the only prav
heard near the still splendid 1ins of lhe’ cl:g',:,:
which the proplietic denunciation scems to have
:;m fully executed, in its ufter icjection 53 2

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY,

SKETCIl OF ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY UNDER
THE OLD TESTAMENT DISPENSATIONS.

¢ Eccresiasticat. Histony? is defined by Mo-
sheim * a clear and faithful narration of the trans-
ctions, revolutions, and events, that relute to
that large comuunity, which bears the name of
Jesus Citnust, and is vulgarly known under the
denomination of the Cnurent. It comprehends
both the external and internal condition of this
vommunity, and so connects each event with the
causes (vom which it proceeds, and tlie instruments
which have been concerned in its production, that
the attentive reader may be led to observe the dis-
plays of providential wisdoin and goodness in the
teservation o' the Church, and thus find his piety
improved, as well as his knowledge.?

As, however, by the Churchy we are to under-
stand the whole hody of God's chosen people, in
every chiud of time—the histoty of ¢ tne Church
of the living God” may be considered as coeval
with the histery of the human race and the crea-
tion of the world, It was originally constituted
and planted, with its worship and ordinances, in
the terrestrial paradise which had been prepared
by the all-wise and Lencvolent Creator, ss the
temple and abode of the first earthly intellizences
and” worshippers, in their social capacity 3 and
where, in their primeval state of innocency and

urity, the first human pair enjoyed relizious fe!l-
owship with each other, and were admitted to
the most intimate and hallowed co:nmunion with
the glorious object of their wotship, by whom their
adorations and love were accepled 2s grateful sa-
critice, Nor did_the Thurch thus planted perish
in the moral suin into which its first members fell
through transgression 3 the promise of Messiah se-
curcd to the offenders and their posterity the con-
tinuance and privileges of their church-state and
ordinunces, as means of instruction, comfort and
salvation. = The Church of God and the people of
God are one—and hence, in every age, and in the
datkest and most degenerate periods of the world,
God has had a Church—a peopts, a chosen and pe-
culiar people, whom he hias been pleased to distin-
muish from all others, by manifestations of his pre-
se.lbce, tokens of his favour, und revelations of his
will,

The antedeluvian patriarchs and famities, com-
posing the Church und penple of Gody were the
sous and posterity of Scth, who was probably
Adam’s thitd son, in whose days, and especially
ahout the time of the tirth of his son Enos, it is
said, ¢men began to call upon the name of the
Lord,” or to call themselves by the nume of the
Lotd, as in the margin of the bible ; or, moze ge-
nerally and publicly to distinguish themselves as
the worshippers of Jehovah, and whose posterity
are called the ¢sons of God,” as the posterity of
Cain were called the ¢sons of men.” 1a'this
family, (the family of Scth,) the knowlcdge and
worship of God were preserved amidst the general
cosTuption, and until the universal destruction of
Fthie Luman race by the overwhelming deluge, If
it be asked, what then became of the Church aund
;bc()pYe of God ? it is answerced, they were indeed
minished and_brought low, Lut sl weie pre-
scrved in the family” of Noal, who survived the
dread catastiophe of the world’s d~struction three
hundred and f:ifty years. From * at time to the
calling of Abraham, the Church wes composed
principally of the descendants of Shem, one of the
sons of Nogh. Then did the :\lmigfuty conde-
scend to enter iuto solema covenant with Abra-
ham, and promise that in his secd all nations of]
the earth should be blessed, and that they should
possces the Jand of Canaan, in which he was then
& stranzcr and sojourner, as the place of their
rest—where he would be to them a God, and
they should be to him a people, until the times
of Mexsiah, cven for an_evetlasting possession,
a3 a type of heaven. This covenant and pro-
mise was rencwed and tepeated to Isasc and
Jacob by the God of Abraham, whose childeen,
compesing the visible Chuseh, sojourned in Egypt
about four hundred years, and until Moses was
raised up to lead them forth, to take possession of
the land promised to their fathers—a land flow-
ing with milk and honey. Forty years wasthe
Church in the wildemess journeying towards i,
and finally, upon the deat{? of Moses, and under
the guidance and command of Joshua, they en-

tered upon the Jong promised possession—con-
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quered the inhabitants, and divided the country
among them, according to their tribey,  Hesethey
planted vineyards, and built citics, and became 4t
once the must favoured and enlightened seople
on easthe  The Y'emple, and Oracles, and Proe
phets, and Presence of Jehovah, were with thermn,
and thus were literally fulfilled the predictions
and promises of God to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
as it respects the planting of the Jewish Church
and nation in the sand of Cenaan.

During the 3,600 yeais whicl elapsed from the
creation to the days of Malachi, the last of the
Jewish propbets, the Church was placed under
those vatious dispensations of the truth and grace
of God, which huve been dispensed in different
periods of the world by successive revelations of
the will and mercy of God to mankind. ‘They
hasve been distinguished as the Dispensation of
Innocency, ur the covenant of works ; the Adam-
ica] Dispensalion, or the covenant of grace after
the fall ; the Noalical Dispensation, or the zeli-
aion of Noah; the Abrabamic Dispensation ; the
Mosaical Dispensation, or Jewish tcligion, and
the peculiar covenant of Sinai.  ‘They may, how-
ever, be comprehended under two general distine-
tions : the Palrigrchal, and the Mosaic or Joswish
Disgensations—the fitst cominencing with Adam,
and reaching to the giving of the law by Moses ;
the sccond, from that eventto the death of Christ.

1t would not comport with the brevity necessas
1y to this sketch of the Old ‘Festament Church, to
attempt o trace the effects which the peculiar
and madifying circumstances of successive dis-
pensations have produced upon the governnent,
worship and piivileges of that church: it is sufe
ficient to observe, that os each succeeding dispen-~
sation excelled that by which it was preceded, in
the clearness and fulness of those rcvelations of
tha Divine character, pusposes and willy, by which
it was distinguished—so the Chuich, in iis mem-
bets, acquired a more hallowed and clevated tone
of piety, and became more 2bundently entiched
with spiritucl gifts and privileges. 1f d)le Church,
during thosc early a2ges, had its season of depres-
sion, affliction and correclion, it olso had its timnes
of revival and prosperity—it had its alters, pricsts
and sxcrifice—ils saints, confessors and martyrs.
4 By foith Abel offered 2 more acceptable sacri-
fice than Cainy by which he obtained witness that
he was tighteous.?? « Enoch walked with God,
and was not, for God took him.” ¢t Noah was a
just man, and perfect in his generation, and Nosh
walked with God.? Abxaﬁam, for his purity,
faith and obedience, was honouted in being called
the < fiiend of God.? Joseph and Moses and
Joshua were illustrious characte:s, and members
of the Old T'estament Church : < And what more
shall Isay? for the time would fail me t3 tell of
Gideon, and of Barak,and of Sampson,and of Jeph-
thae; of David also, und Sanuel, and of the pro-
phets—-who, through faith, subdued kingdoms,
wrouglt righteousnuss, cbtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions.” Heb. xi. 32-34." These,
and multitudes beside, whose names are not ye-
corded, were holy men—men of faith and piety
2nd devotedness to God, who & ubtained a oo.x
report through faith,” and £ot counting their lives
dearuntothemselves,finished their course with joy.

In thus tracing the sacred history of the Church
of God through the eaily ages of the world, as re-
corded in the Holy Scriptures, the providence und
wisdom and ness of the Almighty arestriking-

ly apparent an guiding, comforting and dcliverin
his ]}:cople ami suhe%’ilﬁculﬁcs, gan and em!

mies by which they were surrounded. ¢ For the
Dord’s portion is his pcople: Jacob is the lot of
his inbieritance. He found him in a desert Jand,
and in the waste howling wildernces ; he led him
about, he instructed him, he kept him 25 the apple
of his eye ; as an cagle sﬁmtn up bernest, dut-
tereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings,
taketh them, beareth them on her wings: so the
Lord alone did lead him, and there was1o stran
god with him. le made him 1ide oo the high
Paces of the carth, that he might eat the increase
uf the fields ; and he inade bim to suck Loney out
of the rock, end oit out of the flinty sock.”” Deut.,
Nxxii. 9-13. Thus beautifully znd poetically does
Moses desciibe the paternal and piovidential core
of the great Jlead of the Church over his ancient
pecple, who,if they were punished for disobedience
snd pronencss {o idolotry with pestilence, defeat
and caplivity, were 2lso succoured and delivered
in seascns of greztest extremity ¢ sothat inevery
age they were enabled to set up their ¢ Ebcneger,
saying, hitherto hiath the Lord helped us?
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THE LIFfY OF THE RUV. JUHN WESLEY, AM.

Turn ancestors of Mr. Wesley were Noncon-
formists.  Hu father, the Reve Sanuel Wesley,
lowever, embraced, carly in life, High Church
punaples.  Having wiitten in defence of the Re-
yolution of 1688, after he had refused flattering
offers made by the adherents 81 James 11, to sup-
poit the measares of the Courty he was presented
with the tectory of Epworth, in Lincolnshire ;
amd to this living was added, ina few y eas after-
watds, that of Wroote, in the same county. Mis,
Susanna Wesley, the mother of Mr. John Wes-
ley, was the daughter of Dr. Sanuel Annesley,
and was, as might be expected from the eminent
character of het father, educated with great care,
Like her husband, she also carly renounced Non-
conformity, end became 2 member of the Esta-
blished Church, The seiious habits impressed
upon both by their education, did not forsake them
they feared Ged and woiked righteousness; but
thete was an ouscurity ou several great points of
evangelical relision, which hung over their minds
ull towards the “close of life. ‘This Jrobably re-
sulted frem the early change in thewr relizious
conneaions, and from the study of a class of Di-
vines of the Church of England, whose writings
exhibited esther very imperfcclox CITONCONS Views
of the doctrine of justification by faith, and of the
otfices of the Holy Spirit.

Mo Wesley insttucted her own childien in
their early years.  She appears to have felt a pe-
culiar interest in John, from the circumstance of
his previdential escape when the parsonage-house
was destroyed by fire, regarding t‘xet event asime-
l»osmg on her an obligation ¢ to be more particu-
arly careful of the soul of a cluld whom God hiad
30 mercifully provided fur”?  The cffect of this
special care on the patt of the mother, under the
ovine bleasing, appeared in his becoming early
senous.  In 1714, when he was cleten years of
age, he was placed at the Chattet-house, % where
he was uoticed for his ditigence and progress in
learmng.™” At the age of seventeen, he was
elected to Chuist Church, Oxford, where he pur-
sued his studies with distingusshed success, At
college Lie appears to have fallen into a state of 1
teligious carelessness, from which he was aroused
when abont to take Deacon’s orders.  The advice |
of kus excellert mother, 1n her correspondence |
wath Lum, at_this important penod of his life, had 4
a salutary effect on his mind.  He was ordained .
Deacon n September, 17255 in the spring of i
1726 he was elected Fellow of Lincoln College; i
and such was the high opinion which was enter-
tamed of his talents and literary acquitements,
that on the Tth of November, in the same year,
he was chosen Gieek Lecturer and Moderator of |
the Classes, although he was then hitle more than
twenty-thice years of age. In February, 1727,
he took the degree of Maater of Atts, and it the
following year obtained Priest’s orders. In the |
month of August, 1727, he had become his fa-
thes’s Curate ; but the Rector of his college re-
quiting his residence, he settled again at Oxford
inn November, 1729,

From this time the religious character of Mr.
Wesley became prominent.  Dunng his absence
fiom Oaford, as his father’s Curate, his younger
Lrother Charles liad become serious 5 and persuad-
inig two or thiee students to accompany lim, they
attended the weekly saecrament, and observed the
method of Mudy presenbed by the University :
thus obtained for Chutles the name of « Method-
ixt.>? To the lkittle socicty thus formed by his
Lrother, M. Johin Wesley joined himself on his
retumn to Oxfuzd, and, by ihe f.rce of his charac-
ter, soon hecame the head of it.  He has recorded
123 his journal the following account of its original
members—-¢In November, 1729, four young
gentlemen of Oxford, Mr. Johin Wesley, Fellow
of Lincoln College 5 Mr. Charics Wesley, Student
of Christ Churchs Mr. Morgan, Commoner of
Christ Church; and Mr. Kirkman, of Merton
College, hegan to spend seme eveningsin a week
1ogether, in reading chiefly the Greek Testament.
‘The nextyear, two or three of Mr. John Wesley’s
upils desired the liberty of mecting with them,
and afterwards one of Mr. Chatles Wesley’s pu-
pils. It was in 1732 that Mr. Ingham, of Queen’s
College, and Mr. Broughton, of Exeter, were ad-
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joined Mr. Clayton, of Brazen-nose, with two or‘ quence of the remonstrances of Mr, Delamotte,
three of his pupils, About the same time, Mr.] who suspected Miss Hopkey’s professions of pie-
James Harvey was permitted to meet with them,| tyy he consulted the elders of the Moravian

and afterwards Mr. Whitefield.”  Fhe life of Mr.
Wesley was now eminently strict and devout.!
“He communicated every week; he watchied
against Il sin, and began to aim aty aud pray for,,
inward holiness,”  And he and his companions
were anxious to promote alzo the welfare ofothers.
‘They visited the prisoners in Oxford ygool, and
spent two or three hours a week in visiting the
poor and sick, generally, where the parish Minis-

t
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Church, By them he waes dissuaded from nmaking
oflers of marriage to her; but it appears that, in
fichling to his sense of duty, he ll.u‘ a cousidera-
e straggle with bis own feelings, The lady
was soon after married to a M. Williamsun j her
fricnds, however, cherished a hostile feeling to-
words Mr. Woesley, which they shoutly found op-
irtunity to mantfest,  Mro Wesley tigrdly cde
ieted to the tubgic of the Church of l'ln;;.:ml,nml

ters did not object to it:* In this novel course they | refused to admit these to the Lord®s supper whom
were exhoxlcdl to persevere, by his fathes, whom! he judged unworthy, without respect ol persons 5
Mr. Wesley comu‘u-d on the subjects end even and some time after the marnage of Mrs, Wil-
his eldest brother Samuel, notwithstanding bis liamson, perceiving some things in her conduct of
High Church principles, gave them similar ad-| which he disapproved, he, after ineffectnally en-
vice, At this time, however, it is evident, Mr.: deavouring to produce amendment in hery repelled
Wesley was seeking justiication before God, by | her from the communion.  Immediately the stonn
endeavouring after a petfect ohedience to his law. broke forth. A prosecution was commenced
Bishop Taylor and Mr, Law were his teligions! agaiost him by Mr. Williamson, for defamation
guides; who, however beautiful and exact might; of ns wite®s character; and such a combination
be the jicture of practical picly which they drew,} was formed among those in power to oppress him,
exhibited very imperfect views of the method by, that he was led eventually to ask the advice of

which a sinuer is to obtzin reconciliation with his
offended Gud.

In Aprily 1735, the father of Mr. Wesley dicd.
He had been for some time evidently ripening for
the change 3 clearer views of fath had beeu ob-
tained by ham in his illness, and his last hows
were cheered by the abundant consolations of re-
ligion, The decline of his father’s health had
Vrovod the oceasion of painful exercise to Mr.

Vesley,  The venerable Rector, anxious to pno-
vide for the spiritual wants of his parishioncis, and
solicitous to promote the future weliare of the fa-
mily, for whom no com,wtcut provision appears to
have been made, urged his son to make interest
for the next presentationto the living.  The other
members of the family joined in cntreating him
but so strong was lus conviction that he should be
better enabled to cultivate personal puety, and,
should have greatér opportunities of usefutlness, by |
remaining 2t Oaford, that he sacriticed his feel-|
ings, and declined his father’s request,  1Ina few
months after his father’s deathy however, an oc-
currence took plece, which pruduced a change in
his purpose of scmaining at Oaford.  The Trus-
tees of the new colony of Georgia, who wished to
send out dlergyinen 10 admimster to the spititual
wants of the colonistsy, and also to attempty the
conversion of the Indians, directed their autention
to Mr. Wesley, and some of his associates at Ox-
ford.  After duc deliberation, and consulting Ins
friends, Mr. Wesley accepted the offer of the
Trustees 3 ond in thus concluding to quit Oxford,
he acted with as perfect sincetity as in his pre~
vious determination to remain there. He was
persuaded that in Georgia he should have a yet
wider field of uscfulness, und that there he should
he called to cndure gicater privatioas and hard-
ships, which, according to his then defectiveviews
of religion, he regarded as necessary to his per-
fection. His brother Charles determined to ac-
company him, and received holy orders 3 and Mr.
Ingham and Mr. Delamotte also embarked in the
same undertaking. ‘The most important circum-
stance of the voyage was Mr. Wesley’s obtaining
the acquaintance of several members of the Mo-
ravian Church, who went out in the same ship, as
settlers in the new province. On commencing
the voyage, Mr. Wesley hegan the study of Ger-
man, in order thzt he micht be able to converse
with them; and in their ceep humility, their
czlmness in danger, and their deliverance frum
the fear of death, he obtained such a view of the
power of religion, as his own expericace had ne-
ver yet afforded.

They reached Georgia in Fehruary, 1736, Mr.
Charles Wesley took charge of Frederica, and Mr.
John of Savannah, where, the house not being
teady, he resided with the Germens, with whose
spirit and conduct he beczme still more favoura-
h]ly impressed.  Mr, Charles Wesley, after hav-
ing suffered great persecution at Fredetica, was
sent in July, the same year, to England, with
despatches from the Governor, Mr. Oglethorpe, to
the Trustees and Board of Trade.” Mr. John
Wesley, in his visits to Frederica, met with much
opposition and abuse; but in Savannsh he was
tapidly gaining intlucnce, when a circumstance
occurred, which led to his departure from Geor-
gia. He had formed an attachment to an accom-
plished youngJady, niece to the wife of Mr. Caus-

ded o their number. ~ To these, in Apil, was

ton, chicf Magistrate of Savennah; but in conse-

.
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his ftiends as to what he should do,  They gave
it as their opinien that he was not called by Pro-
vidence to remain longer in the colony ; in thia
opinion he coincided, and sailed shortly after for
Lngland,

On his return home, Mr. Wesley solemnly re-
viewed lus religious state and eaperience § and
the tecord which he made in his journal on that
occesion affords an interesting view of a sincere
mind comuntly engaged in the scatreh of truthe
He was carly warnied, he says, ¢ agaist laying
100 much sticss on outward worhsy us the Papists
do.?  Afterwards he read some Lutheran and
Calvinist authots, whq scemed to him, on the
other hand, 100 much to magnify fuith. Then he
resorted to such English wiiters &s Beveridge,
‘Taylor, and Nelson, whose views Le thought
more consonant with Scriptute.  His attention
was neat turned to the Fathers.  From them he
went to the Mystic writeis 3 but here he found
not what he sought.  He soon saw the dangerous
tendency of their system, and renounced them as
guides. ” ¢ And now,” hie adds, ¢ it 1s upwards of
two years since 1 left my native country, wn ordes
to teach the Georgian Indians the nature of Chris-
tianity ; but what have Ileamed myself in the
meantine 2 Why, (what 1 least of all suspected,)
that I, who went to America to convert others,
was never cemverted myself™*  Such was his
conclusion respecting lus state. At Oxford he
was convinced that he did not fully come up to
the sciptural standing of a Christian; but in
Georgia, wlthough the Germans had not been made
instrumental in fully enlightening him as to the
nature of faith, he had learned, however, that he
had to go down aguin to the very foundation—
thet he yet uceded convensivi®

Mz, Wesley landed in Londom, Fcbruar?’ 3,
1735 ; and in four days after, he met with Veter
Bohler, a Minister of the Moravian Church, Un-
der divine Providence, the Tth of February, 1738,
roved an important epoch in Mr. Wesley’s life ;
or his conversation with Boller that day was the
meauns of Lringmg his mind to correet views of
the true natuie of faith, 1t is evident from his
own account of himself, that he had formerly te-
zarded faith, generally, as a principlebr&clief in
the Gospel, which, by quickening his efforts to
selt-mortitication and entize obedience, would raise
him, through 2 renewed state of heart, into a¢-
ceptance and peice with God. By this and sub-
sequent convelsations with liohler*e was led to
see his error, and was fully ¢ convihced that his
faith had been too much separated from an evan-
gelical view of the promises of a free justification,
or pardon of sin through the atonement and medi-
ation of Christ alone, which was the zcason why
he had been held in continual bondage dnd fear,”
An appeal to Scripture silenced his principat ob-
jections to Bohler’s statements tespecting instan-
tancous conversion. ¢ I had,?? he remarks, ¢ but
one retreat left on thissubject : thus, I grant, God
wronght sn the first ages of Christianity'; but the
times are changed 5 what rcasonhave 1 to belicve
he works in the same manner now?”’  Trom this
retreat, however, he was speedily driven; for on
Sunday, April 23, he heatd the testimony of se-
veral living witnesses that God saves now as in
the ancient times, ¢ Here ended,” sayshe, ¢ my

o v

* Wealey's Works, vol. i. p. 75, -
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disputing. I could now only cry out, Lotd, help
thou my unbelief 1**

Iinmiedintely Mr, Wesley began to preach that
doctrine of faith which he had thus been taught
und he and a few others formed themselves into
arelizous society, which met in Fetter-lane, The
rules ot this society were printed under the title
of % Urders of a religious society, mecting in
Fetter-lane ; in ohedicnce to the command of God
by St, James, and by the advice of Peter Bohler,
1738.2 DButalthough Mr. Wesley and his friends
thus assembled with the Moravians, they remain.
ed members of the Church of Englaud,

Mz, Wesley dates his conversion from May 24,
3738,  His mnd had been particularly impressed
during that day with certain passagesof Scripture
which had occurred to him ; and ¢ in the evene.
ing,’ he says, st I went very unwillingly to 2 so-
ciety in Aldersgetc-street, whereone was reading
Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to the Romans,
About a quarter before nine, while he was descri-
bing the change which God wotks in the heart
through faith an Christ, I felt my heart strangel
warmed, I felt1did trust in Christ alone for saf-
vation; and an assurance was given e, that he
had taken away my sins, cven mine, and saved
me from the law of sin and death. Mt Chatles
Wesley also was made partaker of the same grace.
Peter Bohler hiad visited him in his sickness at
Oxford ; but it was the reading of Haliburton’s
Life, some time afterwards, which convinced him
of the want of that faith which biings & peace
and joy in the Holy Ghost.”? Luther on the Ga-
lations deepened his convictions, and increased
his eamestness in secking salvition, till at length,
on Whitsunday,*May 21, three days Lefore his
brother John found peace, he was cnabled, while

et vi

‘gmg portions of Sciipture,
Christ as-stt forth to be a l)snx'opiliation for
, throughdfaith in his blood ; and he re-
it e aud rest in God which he Lad

- oDlig's.

t. VWesley was in Georgia, lie formed
UeStgh of visiting Germany on hisreturn to
ujope;. and igmediately after his conversion he
Tefiewrained to gurry this purpose into effect, with
i e dbe. confirmation of his fuith, <«

& the conversing with those ho-
g a«:mselves living witnesscs of
ith, and yet able tv bear with
, would be a means, under
ing my soul, that L might go
Pt faith, and ¢from strength to
W OnyMiis journey he formed an ac-

Miftance with many pious Ministers in Hollund
and Germany. At Marienborn he was much pro-
. M@d‘b}' the conversation of Covnt Zinzenduif,
aa2and others of the brethren of the Moravian esta-

blishiggnt, » Te .spent a fortuight at Hernhuth,

i Gin ety the elders, and observing the eco-

3 patt of which, with modi-

yds introduced among his own
ccomplished the object of his
-TetU@* England. He reached Lon-
(OO giurdaygiight, September 16, 1738; and
* the folldwiag day, Sunday, he says, &I began to
{etlare again, in my own country, the glad tid-
~¥angs of gajvation, preacling three times, and af-
erwards “expuunding the Holy Scriptures to a

NRER COp pa e Minories. On Monday 1
g Sfeet with our little society, which
of thitty-two persons. The next
the condemned felons in Newgate,
gem free sajvation. In the evenin

iety? in Bearyard, and prelcheﬁ
Tepgentanc€amg remission of sins.  Theneat even-

Ispoke the truth in love ata society in Al-
£1sgate-streel, ™))

Mr. Wesley’s career of distinﬁuished uscfulness
how fully commenced. Filled with sympathy
for his fellow-men, who wandered in the datkness
and wretchedness of sin, he preached to them the
way of salvation which he bimseclf had found.
-And there existed an awful necd for the ulmost
efforts of himseif and the little band with which

P

® Wesley’s Works, vol. i. p 81
1 Wesley's Works, vol. i. B 96.
1 The “socicties” which Mr. Wesle mentions §
his Journals a8 visited by him in Lomlo{a and Brisu:l‘:
. were the rcmaing of societies which, according 1o Dr.
Woodward, began about the year 1667, among a few
youngimen in London, who were awakened under the
ministry of Dr. Horneck and others.

R Wesley's Works, vol. i. p. 158,

he was asociated, The religious and wnoral state
of the nation ut that time cxhibited the most ap-
alling aspect. The civil wars had exhibited a
Baneful el’l‘ect on the cause of religion; but the
rapid decay of religious light and influence, from
the restoration of the Stuarts to the time of the
Wesleyans, is perhaps without a parallel in the
history of ‘any Christian country. In the esta-
blished Church, the doctiines generally preached
verged towards Pelagianism § in a greag number
of instances the clergy weie ignorant and immo-
ral, and the mass of the people wete sunk in pro-
fligacy. And the state of things mmnong the Dis-
scuters was deplorable cnough.  The 1esbyte-
rians were urging their downwatd course through
Arianism to Sociniunism; vnd the doctrines of
Calvin had, among those who still held to them,
degencrated in too many instances into Antino.
mianism,  Such was the state of religion und
morals when Mr. Wesley began his coutse,

At this peiod Mr. Wesley had evidently form-
ed no specitic plan to guide hisfuture proceedings
but embraced such opportunities for uscfulness as
were providentially alforded him. Wherever he
was invited, he preached the obsolete doctrine of
salvation by grace through fcith,  In London
great crowds followed him'; but the Clergy gene-
rally objected to his statemnent of the doctiine, and
it was not long before most of the churches in
London were shut against him. Greatmultitudes,
however, had heard the word, and the results of
his mimstiy were secn in the numbers who were
brought under 1eligious concern.  Ia wiiting to
the Church at Ilcr(ﬁmth, under the date of Qcto-
ber 13, 1738, Mr. Wesley states, that they had
then eight bands of men, consisting of fitty-six
persons, all of whom were seeking salvation only
thtough the blood of Christ; that, in addition to
these, there were two smail bands of women,
amounting to cight personss and that there were
many others who were waiting for instruction.

In December, the same year, Mr. Whitefield
returned from America, and he and Mr, Wesley
again ¢ {ook sweet counsel together? 1In the
spring of the next year, Mr. Wesley went to
l!ristol. e first expounded ta a small sociaty
in Nicholas-street ; and the next day, overcoming
his scruples, he followed Mi. Whitefield’s exam-
ple, and preached iu the open air,on an eminence
near the city, to two thousand persons. On this
practice, which had beea in the first instance so
tevolting to his sense of decency and order, he
observes in his Journal, ¢« ! have since seen
ahundant reason to adore the wise providence of
God hercin, making a way for mynads of people
who never troubled any church, or were likely to
1o 50, to hear that word which they soon found
to be the power of God unto salvation.”?

About this time somne disputes tock place in the
Fetter-lane society a; to lay-preaching; and Mr,
Charles Wesley, in the absence of his brother,
declared warmly against it. \While his brother
was still at Bristol, he had also a painful interview
with the ArchbiShop of Canterbury, who ohjected
to the irregulatity of his course,and hmted at pro-
ceeding to excommunication. “This conversation
was to him the occasion of great perplexity of
mind, which being observed by Mr. Whitefield,
he urged him to preach in the fields the following
Sunday, and thus comaiit Limself alinost beyond
the possibility of retreat. He followed this ad-
vice, and preached, on June 24, to nearly a thou-
sand persons in Moorficlds. At Oxford, the Dean
dealt severely with him in regard of field-preach-
ing; buton bis rcturn to London, he resumed the
practice in Mootfields, and on Kennington com-
mon, and many were zroused to a scrious inquiry
after religion.  On one occasion it was calculated
Ll.xat ten thousand persons were assembled to hear

im.

Mr. John Wesley visited London in the sum-
mer of 1739, butshoitly returned to Bristol. The
labours of the two brothers, and of Mr. Whitefield,
proved eminently successfulin the neighbourhood
of Kingswood. The colliers had been proverbial
for wickedncss ; but many of them became truly
exemplary for their piety. So considerable was
the number of those wko were brought under the
saving influence of the Gospel, that the Biistol
Clergy refused to admit them to the sacrament of
the Lord’s sngrer being unwilling to have so
much additional | ‘)ourimposcd upon them. The
beneficial effect of the ministry of Mr, Wesley
and his fellow-labourers among the colliers of that

neighbourhood was very apparent the following

year, when a riot took places The greet body of
the colliers had arisen on account of the dearness
of bread, and marched to Bristol. They compels
led many of the Methodist colliers to go with
them; and such was the influence which these
exerted over the rest, that they wete restrained
from violence, and ull retuined to their habitations
without comumitting any outrage,

At this time Mr, \\'cslcf' visited Bath; and
wos interrupted in s preaching there by the ce-
lebrated Beau Nash,  He then returned to Lon-
don, and preached to very great multitudes in
Mootfields, on Kennington-common, and at other
places 3 and many were awakened to a sense of
sin, In the month of October he accepted an in-
vitation to visit Wales; where, although the
churches weve shut against him, he preached in
private houses, and in the cpen air, often during
sharp frosts, and was gladly reccived by the })eo-
ple, who were generally, as Mr. Wesley him-
scllf,x;cprcsentcd them, *indced ripe for the Gos-
pel.

About this period Mr. Wesley stated his doctri-
nal views in perhaps as clear 2 manaer us at any
subscquent period, ‘T'o a pious Clergyman, who
wished to know in , what points he diftered fiom
the Church of England, hie answered, that, to the
best of his knowledge, he differed in nonc; the
doctrines of the Church of England teing the doc-
trines which he preached. le then explained
his views on some of the principal doctrines ; and
showed that those of the Clesgy who disagreed
with him on those points, diﬂ‘etcj from the Cliurch
of England also.

Disputes having arisen between the Metbodists
and Moravians, who still foxmed one society in
Fetter-lune, M. Wesley returned to London.
Over this society be professed fo have no authori-
ty ; and various new doctrincsof a mystical kind,
which he thought dangerous, having been intro-
duced by several of the teacheis, he at length,
after several unsuccessful attempts to adjust mat.
ters, determined to withdraw, iu June, 1740, af-
ter fxa\*ing read a paper eaplanatory of his views,
he sepatuted fiom the society. Those who conti-
nucd 10 adhere to him then met at the Foundry,
near Mootfields, which he had previously taken ;
and the whole number amoumctxl‘ to about twene
two. Towawds the Moravian Church at large,
Mr. Wesley continued to feel an unabated affec-
tion; but as he was never 2 member of that
Church, and maintained only a khind of co-frater-
nity with those of them who'were in London, his
declinmng furthet intercourse with them was 2 step
of prudence and of peace.  The crrors which ha&
crept in among the Moravians in London at that
time, were a refined species of Antinomianism,
and mystic notions of ceasing from ordinances and
waiting fo: faith in stillness ; and these errors wete
afterwatds cartied by them into many of the Me-
thodist socicties in” Yorkshire, Detbyshire, and
other places.

The Methodist socicty, s that name distin-
g}lnshes the people who to this day acknowledge

1. Wesley as their Founder, under God, was,
properly sRcakmg, formed this ycar, (1740,) inthe
chapel at Moorfields, where he rezuarly preach-
ed, and where, by the blessing of God upon his
and M. Charles Wesley’s labouts, the society ra-

idly encreased. Tor this, and the socictics in

ristol, Kingswood, and other parts, he, in 1843,
drew up a set of Rules, which continue in force
to the present time, and the observance of which
was then, and continue to be, the condition of
memnbership,  Of these Rules it may be suficient
to remark, that they rclate entirely to moral con-
duct, to charitable offices, and to the observance
of the ordinances of God ; and evangelical Church-
men or Dissenters, walking by these Rules, might
be members of the society, piovided they Leld
their doctiinal views and disciplinary Preposses-
sions in yeace ~nd charity. The sole object of
the union was to ussist thhe members ¢ 1o make
their calling rnd clection sure,” by cultivating
the religion of the heart, and 2 holy couformity to
the Jaws of Christ. These Rules bear the sigua-
ture of John and Chatles Wesley,

. The mother of Mr. Wesley now began to attend
his ministry.  She had been somewhat prejudiced
egainst her sons, bg' 1eports of their « errors® snd
‘“extravagancies 7 but wae convinced, upon
heasing them, that they spoke ¢ according to the
onacles of God.”

(To be continued.)
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 1810,

Tng conduclors of this Penodical, encouraged hy
the lists of subscribers which have been seat in,
and by the urgent request of fiiends to procecd in
s publication, with promises of support; have
ventured to enter upon the work assigned them,
and thus to present to them and the public, the
fist number of the Westevan, It 15, howeser,
with unaffected diflidence they have done tlus,
conscious, as they are, of the important and re-
spansible character of their undertaking, and fear-
ing lest they should not fully mect the just ex-
pectations of their friends. 1t has been their en-
deavour, in sclecting and preparing the asticles
for the present number, to keep in view their
original design, as stated in the prospectus, i. e,
“the diffusion of religious knowledze and use-
ful information, and to contribule to the moraland
religious imprevement of the community in gene~
saly? and it is their camest hope, that the publi-
cation, in this and all its successive numbers, will
be found conducive to these important ends. The
facty thet there is hut ene Protestant relizious pe-
riodical published in Lower Caznada, i.c. the
Baptist Magazine, a highly respectable work,
which, however, it is feared, has too limited a cir-
culation, especielly among the rual population of
the province—the paucity of other religious and
useful baoks cmong that portion of the inhabitants
of the country—the well-established fact, that in
propottion as the Bible is circulated, seriptural
knowledge diffused, and religious cducation pro-
moted, the general and best interests of society
ate sccured—ind the desire, long expressed by
the members and friendsof the Wesleyan churches
in this provinee, and clsewhers, to have a jour-
nal as a vehicle of information relitive to the his-
tory, constitution and proceedin ;s of the religious
denomination to which they and their families
have united themselves, and of the operations and
prospects  of other Christian churches :—these
considerzticns have induced the promoters of this
publication to embark in this moral enterprise, and
hus to offer themselves to their fiicnds, and the
religious public in gereral, as labourers and co-
operators in the vocation of Chuistian instruction
and tenevolence.

Having with much sincerity stated this, it is
hoped that they will not be charged with sccta-
rianism. They beg to assure their readeis that
tacy are only doing themsalyes, what they would
rejoice if every other Protestantreligious denomi-
nation would do also: 25 by such means ¢ many
would run {8 and fro, and knowledge would ke
increased,” that would tend to promote the gene-
sal welfare aad salvation of man.

Influenced by these motives and hopes, they
cast themselves and their undertzkingon the ean-
dour and support of their fijends and the public,
hoping, by a diligent and carcful attention to the
dutics agsigned to them, to render the wotk in-
creasingly interesting and instructive, and throush
the divine blessing, conducive to the great ends
of its establishment.

W thank most sincerely our esteemed friend,
¢« A British C2nadian Wesleyan,” for his scason-
able and valuable communication, and keg to ©s-
sute him, that ¢ Christian loyalty and universal
good willy”? are ¢ Wesleyan principles,® which
we most cordially Yecognize, and on which our
We commend
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the attentive perusal cf our readers, and shall be
most happy, at all times, to be favoured with tiis
communications.

Tug unprecedented low price of this journal,
(FIVE SHILLINGS per annumy induding postage Lo
the country, payable in advance half-yearly,)
will render it necessary, in order to its continued
publication, that ity issues should be incieased to,
at least, 1,500 copres—as, at its present ptice, with
the present number of subssiibers, it can be pub-
lished only at considerable loss. 1t is hoped,
thercfore, that our fricnls will exeit themselves
to increase the number of subscribers, and to se-
cure to the publication that degree of support
which will give hope of its becoming a permanent
means of public instruction and uselulness.

Tue ninely-screnth Annual Conference of the
Wesleyan Ministaisin Great Dritain, was to comn-
mence its sittings in Neweastle-upon-Tyne on
Monday the 20th ult.  Thisis the sisst time the
Conference has been held in that town, which be-
ing added to London, Bristol, Leeds, Manchester,
Shefield, Liverpool aud Birmingham, will hting
that annual assembly to each of these places once
in cight years, During the life time of the Rev.
Jolin Wesley, the Conference was held only in
the fisst four mentioned places.  The last which
thzt great man attended was beld in Bristol.  In-
formation of the proccedings of the Conference
now in session may be expected carly in the next
month.

Tus Rev. Robert Newton, wlo, as the Repre-
sentative of the British Confevence o the Confer-
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the
United States, lately visited the city of Balti-
more and other places in thet cuuntry 5 embarked
at New York in the George Washington for Li-
verpool, June 1, und safely arrived July 1, hav-
ing had a fine passaze of sixteen days.

It may be safely affirmed that this eminent mi-
nister has, during the lzst thirty years, travelled
more miles, preached ‘mote sermons, and collected
more money fur religious and benevolent institu-
tions and purposcs, than any other minisfer now
living, in the same pe-iod of time. Heisstill vi-
gorous, and as mnuch as ever admired as a pieach-
eryand devoted to his work,

[

Wi feel great pleasute in publishing the fol-
lowinz extract from the proccedings of the anni-
veisary meeting of the Loxnox Missioxary So-
CIETY, lately held in London—exhibiting, as it
does, a noble spisit of liberslity in the cause of
Christian missions to the heathen :—

¢ The Rev, W. Garthwaite presented the Tree-
surer with a decd of trust, executed by a mem-
bet of his church, for £10,600. (Immense cheers.)
They sometimes heard complaints respecting the
agricultural districts,—let the manufactuting in-
terest imitate the example which has just been
furnished. (Renewed cfec_ls.) The donor had
long done more for the Society than any other
living man. He had also made over two forms in
teust for the Socicty ; and he (Mr. G.) had now
the plecsure of prescnting £215, the annual rent
for the past yeur—Dr. Raffies having presented,
at the last anniveisary, the preceding year's
Tents.?

We are pleascd,-also, to learn, from a source on
which we can 1ely, that lately, some unknown
individual in London sent rave L£1000 notes to
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Fereign Parts.  When we remember that the
Lotd of Hosts hath said, ¢ The silver is mine, and
the gold is mine—behold, 211 souls ate mine,”—
what may wenot expect from the liveralily of his

his truly British, patsiotic aud Christian Ictter to! people when constroined by the love of Chiist ?

Tue present state and prospects of the Jews
hroughout Europe, and in sane parts of Asia, sre
deeply interesting to the Christian observer.—
Their affairs end sufferings ot Daniescus ¢ 5 ex-
citing considerable attention and sympathy, The
cyes and hearls of this ancient and once highly
favoured nation, in every pmt of the woild, are
Circcted towards their encient inheritance—the
land of their fathers ; and at no petiod since the
destruction of their holy city and temple, has
thit devoted peuple been so cheered, with the hopo
of restoration, and of re-occupying Judea, es at
present.  Emigration to Palestine is allowed by
the Tutkish govemment, and promoted by tha
most wealthy and influential men in the Jewish
nation, A grand movement komeward scems to
he contemplated— the divine predictiong hasten to
their accomplishment :—¢ The children of Israel
shall abide many days without a king, and with-
out a sacrifice, and without an image, and with-
out an ephod, and without teraphim; afterward
shall the children of Isracl retusn, and scek the
Lowd their God and David their king, and shall
fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days.®?
—Hosea, iii. 4, 5

Tuc London Watchman of June 3 rematks, in
reference to the great anti-slavery mecting latcly
held in London, and at whieh Prince Albert pre-
sided :—¢¢ The meeting of Monday has hud no o
rallel in modern {imes. It may be said to have
had the stamp of 2 truly NatioNal character on
all its proceedings.  Every order in society, and
every interest in the community, were faitly re-
presented 5 and the proceedings of that day will
go fusth to Furope und the world as the matured
expression of the public sentiment of Great Bn-
tain, tising in its congregated strength, to give a
death-blow to the slave trude, and bid Africa rise
from the dust to an equality with the sister cca-
tinents of Europe and America.”?

Suxpay Sciucors 18 Moxtarat.—The last Re-
port of the Canada Sunday School Union contzing
the following statistical statement :—

Scholars. Teackers.

Montreal Wes. Mcthodist, 6 8. S. 670 60
¢  Congtegational, . . 130 o8

&  United 8. Church 8. S, 91 15

«  Boptist Church 8. 8. 90 14
¢«  Awmer Pres. 8. 8, No, 1, 300 37

« “ # No.2 30 5
«“ ¢ Tannery, No. 3, 30 4
« & Aftemoon, . o 100 11
¢ Meth. New Counexion, 0 1t

Total, . . 1501 339

CORRESPONDENCE.

10 THE ELITOR OF THE WESLEYAN.

St. Auxe’s, Lowex Caxana,
! July 21, 1840.

Mag. Eprror,—Having for someycars resided
on this side the Atlantic Ocean,and’become a Ca-
nadian in many of my views and habits, I have,
nevertheless, 2n ardent attachmeunt to the land of
my fathers—to its venerable Constitution and Pro-
testant Monarchy—and to the religious communi-
ty in the Parent Country, among whom, as a
ghtisﬁm, 1 was bom, nwiscd, and reared up to
my present church standing, - T am, on this ac-
count, truly rejoiced to find 1t is your design to
commence a Religious Journaly in Mo¥Taxal,
founded on Wesleyan principles of Christian loy-
alty and universal -will, and which will fuz-
nish us with reguler information of 3he proceed-
ings of the Hritish Wesleyan Methodists, both at
home and abroad. .

In relation to our beloved CoxnzxioN, in Great
Britsin and Ireland, I have often regretted the
scantiness of intellizence in this country; espes

cially 28 its various departments of opertion pree

-
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scnt 2 many points of seneral interest and utility,
an acquaintance with which wonld be adapted to
exercise the most desirable influence on the va-
tious classes of out colonial population.

The part the British Wesleyans have taken in
the evaneelisation of Pagan nations, has been very
considerable.  Besides their missions in Canada,
they have ordained ministers and other agencies
in various countrics of Europe, Asiy, Polynesin,
and in the West Indies; where, every year, by
the grace divine, thousands of souls are converted
to Gods Someof the most savage and san=ninary
trihes of mankind have heen brou§ht, by their in-
strumentahty,to become lovely and spiritual Chtis-
tiane. The wilderness andsolitary place are lite-
tally glad for themn, through the transforming in-
fluence of the Gospel which they preachs; and ci-
vilisation and Christianisation are going on hand
in hand. Such facts, Mr. 13ditor, cannot but en-
farge the mind, while they gladden the heart;
they also tend to endear to out hearts the glorious
Gosjiel and the adorable Saviour, at the same time
that our attachment to our own connexional
ehurch becomes the more abundantly contirmed
when we thus see that the pleasure of the Lor
prospers in her hands,

'l‘ge doinzs, also, of the Wesleyan Methodists
« gt toMr”® are full of interest, and hove ever,
from the heginning, exercised 2 beneficial influ-
ence on the national well-being; and though, as
a relizious body, they never move in agitation on
any public questions which are purely political,
vet are they most tcndcrlﬁ' alive to any subject of
a national character which involves any of the vi-
tal principles of our common Christianity. To
instance the abolition of British Colonial Slavery,
a tronsaction of which thie British Wesleyans wetre
neither unconcemed spectators, nor unsyccessful
or unimportant auxiliaries,—their petitions and
signatures to the Impetial Parliament outnumber-
cd those of all the other churches and religious
communities of the empire put together,  On this
subject, should you, Mr., Editor, wish the details,
I can, I believe, procure them for you.

The late decided and not unsuccessful move-
ment of the British Wesleyans against the anti.
British proposal of cstablishing a national system
of schools in the parent country, from which the
Wordl of God should either be absolutely excluded,
¢ into which only mutilated Scriptures should be
deemod admissable, warmed mf' heart with cn-
creased ottachment fo the people of my prefer-
ence. i trusty dear Sir, you will favour us with
information on all similar topics of public interest,
at once for our guidance, and for our comfort as
to the Divine blessing upon our national affairs,
Every British subjcct has an unspeakable interest
in the maintenance, in ail our public proceedings,
of the old British character of a Christian nation;
and I wish never to forget that one of her most
encient symbols was ¢¢ the Dible—the Crown—
and the Constilulion,”

But I find §am unwarily encroaching too far
on youvr limited space, and shell forbear,  Yed, if
my communication should not be altoretherunac-
ceptable, { think I might be able to furnish ano-
ther of equal lenzth, in a similar strain—for it is
one very dear to my heart, o5 you perccive. At
present I only add, that { am 2 most sincere well-
wisher to the success of your proposed Jonrnal,
and not, 1 assute ?'ou, by any mcang the less so,
since we have had the happinessto ascertain with
whose valuable services we are to be favoured in
its management,

1 remain, deor Sir,
Yours very respectfully,
A Drimisn Castanian Wesreyax.

‘M
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ANNIVERSART OF THL WWESLEYAN MISSIONARY
SOCIXTY, IELD IN LONDON, NAY 4, 1840,

Tz Annual Meeting of the Wesloyan Mission-
ary Society was held, on Monday last, at Excter
Hall—cwery part of which wes crer ‘ded to excess
long before the hout appointed for ‘ae commence-
ment of business,

. The Rev, Dr. Bexning commenced the proceed-
ings by giving cut the first two verses of the hymn
::rt:rng;vt‘ax;xg, “hl.?r‘t;n'\' ali flhn; dwell below the

ioe: t which he o

‘h%}‘i%&’-m ercd up a prayer frem
le Rev, Doctor then said— [ have the greatest
personal s2tisfaction in announcing to the nfer::iug,

~

that, at the carnest and respectful request of the
Committee, Sir Peter Laurie, Knight and Alder-
man, has consented to o us the honout of presid-
ing on this occusion. (Cheers.)

Sir Peren Lavrie presented himsclf to the
meeting, and was reccived with enthusiastic ap-
Nuuse.  He said,—Ladies and gentlemen: per-
lmps it may be necessary, in opening the business
of this day, that 1should state, in'a very few
words, the circumstances which have led to my
occupying this honourable and distinguished sta-
tion, It may be in the recollcction of some gen-
tlemen near e that, about the close of the last
year, I wascalled upon, in my corporate capacity,
1o pass a vute of thanks to a gentleman, for a scr-
mon prenched before the corporation. In that
measure 1 could not agree 3 and 1 most expressly
stated my disapproval of the attack made, in that
discourseé, upon (in my opinion) two of the best
men that ever lived in this country, (Loud ap-
planse.) 1 had no intention that this expression
of my opinion should tind its way into the public
prints; but that was the case, and a correspond-
ence, which some of you, I have no doubt, have
ready was the result, I rejoice that this circum-
stancs aflorded me the opportunity of stating pub-
licly what is my sincere conviction—that a better
man than your Founder never lived,  (Loud ap-
lause.) I heve long been an observer of the re-
igious communitics of this metropolis, but this is
ths first occasion on which 1 hava ever raised my
voice in ona of their assemblies ; nor should I have
entertained the idea of doing so now, had not the
Committae of your worthy and excellent society
solicited me to take the chair—a request with
which, regarding, as I do, your cxcitions as be-
ond all praise, 1 could not hesitate to comply.
ﬁow little was it in the anticipation of the five or
six students of Oxford, who, upwards of a centuty
ago, met together for Yra er and the study of the
Sciiptures, that the little secd sown by themn
would become a mighty tree, and throw its sha-
dow over every clime and country of the world:
for, 1 believe, in every country where civilised
man has set his foot, have the missionaries of youe
denomination endeavoured to pm{nagate the truths
of Christianity. (Applause.) 1 have read your
laws and regulations ; T am well acquainted with
the orgenisation of your socicties 5 I highly ap-
prove of your tencts; and 1 glory in thinking,
wilh you, that manis a frce agent, and that he is
a responsible being. (Applause) I have been
censured for calling your great Founder an Apos-
tle. (Hear.) I here repeat the term. (Applause.)
He wasan Apostle to the minerand manufacturer.
(Loud applause.) Wherever yousce the enter-
prise of our countrymen establishing mines and
manufactorics, there ?'on find the unobtrusive, di-
Tigent Wesleyans following in the track,and sup-
plying those miners and new scttlers with religi-
ous instruction, by raising tabernacles for 5":
worship of God, and endeavouring to 12ad souls
to heaven, What is the ohject which you have
today met to promote? Itisnot to dize
one party over another; neither is it to swell out
lawn slceves at the expense of the Wesleyans,
You do not wish to bring down the National Es-
tablishment of this conntry. (The speaker was
hera iutemgtcd for some minutcs by gencral cries
of % No, no,? and three distinct and enthusiastic
rounds of applause.) That long and Joud expres-
sion of your approbation proves to me that my
opinion js right. (Applause.) Noj; you wish to
support a tolerant church—(renewed applause)—
and when that church becomes intvlerant, then
desert her.  Oh, how mistaken are some of our
dissenting brethren, who make common cause
with the Roman Catholics, for the purpose of up-
rooting our national church! (Applause.) Little
do they consider the eflfect which must be pro-
duced by the predeminance of Roman Catholic-
isin !—make that system triumphant, and it would
soon put a padlock on Wheir mouths, (Laughter
and checis.) They would soon be told, there is
but one visible ckuzrch, and if you are not with us
yon are nobody. (Cheers.) Butthey will notsuce
cced while there is so formidable, so well organ-
ised a body as thc Wesleyans. I rejoice that I
have had the satisfaction of wilnessing, sfter one
century, Wesleyan Methodism in its present state
of prosperity 3 and Iam most happy to leamn that,
in the city: with which I am connected, you are
now erecting 2 temple 1o show to posterity thet,
though your Founder has gone to his tewank the

spitit that was in his bosom still animates a Bunt-

ing and others, (Cheers.) 1 hope you will still go
on through the length and breadth of the land.

Wherever you §°’ you Jabour to make people
happy here—and that is important ; but you go
futlﬁer, and you seek to imput to them that
which will bring them to glory, and render them
happy for ever and for ever, (Sir Peter then
took the chair amidst universal expressions of ap-

plause.)
(T de continued.)
L _— 1

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIKTY.

The Thirty-sixth Annual Mecting of the mom.
bers and fricnds of the British and Forejgn Bible
Sacicty was held on Weilnesday the tth May, in
the Great Room, Excter Hall, which, long betore
the time of commencing business, was crowded
by a respectable assembly, chicfly ladies. Upon
the plattorm, which wes cxclusively appropriated
to gentlemen, amongst others, were the Bishops
of Chester, Chichester, Ripon, Norwich, Rev.
Chancellor Raikes, the “Inrquis of Cholmondeley,
Earl of Chichester, Lord Mountsandford, Lozd
Teiznmouth, Sir Thos. D. Actand, Bart.,, Admi-
ral Sir James Hillyar, ev. Messis. J. W, Cun-
ningham, Pratt, S. C. Wilks, Monro, W. M. Bun-
ting, Sherman, and several other clergymen ond
dissenting ministers.

Lo~d Bextey, the President of the Society, on
taking the chair, said, that in opening the pro-
ceedings of the thivty-sixth anniversary of the
Beitish and Foreign Bible Society, it was with
great pleasure he had to announce that the report
for the present year contained matter for much
congratulation, The funds had this yesr exceed-
ed those of any former year, and the operations of
the Society had been extended beyond all former
precedent.  The mecting, he rejoiced to say,
wotld find in the report much to excite their gra-
titude and thankfulness, and to induce them to
litt up their hearts aad voices to the Almighty
Being who had presperad the good work of ex-
tending to their fellow-creatures in forcign lands
the blessings of the word of God, and enabled
them to fulfil the last command of Christ to his
disciples, when about to leave them after having
redeemed the whole world with his blood, to « Go
forth into the world, and preach the Gos;vci {ocve-
ry creature.”* For years—he might say for cges
~—the Christian community had been ‘extremely
supine in the exccution of thislast command 5 but
he trusted thcy were now fully awakened {o its
importance, and that the spirit of the Gospel
would now go forth genenally to enlighten 2ll na-
tions, and to bring them to Christ. [Applause.]
Much, indeed, had this nat’ : to answer for, for
having so neglected its duty in thisrespect. From
its extensive commerce and abounding wealth,
this country was bound more than any other tn
take a prominent pait in this great work, and stiil
more %0, because England enjoyed a relizion found-
ed upon the Gospcl. {Hear, hear.] The want of
the diffusion of the Scriptures, not only in forei
fands, but cven in this country, had led to the
formation of this Society ; and after the labours of
upwards of thirty yecars, much still semained to
be done at home, and much xnor%wu required in
a large poition of the globe. What had been done
duting the Jost year the mecting would learn from
the raporty which he desired should now be readl,

Tha Report commenced by staling that in no
fotmer year had the Society’s revenue been so
large, norits distribation of the Scripturcs so great,
and that peifect harmony had cheracteriscd all
the proccedings of the Committze-room during
the gast year.  The persceution of the Christisns
in Madagascar stil! contirued, and prevented the
circulation of the word of God. A letter transmite
ted frem some of the sulicrers concealed in caves
and dens there, says, ¢ We are in grert j y3
men are sent to search for us to put usto
death wherever they find us, being commanded not
to take us into the towns lest we should pollate
them with the sorceries which we have learned
from the whites, They arc ccmmanded to throw
us into holes dug for the purpose, head downwards,
and then to pour boiling water upon ur.” The
teceipts of the yearamounted to £111,449 138 14,
excecding lost year by £6,200. Tue sum of the
engagements of the Society was 3 the ice
sues of bibles and testaments 776,310, excoeding
those of last year by 118,142, and making the to-
tal issucs in thirty-six years, 12,3471, .
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MISCELLANEOUS.
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PROVIDENTIA\L INTERPUSITION IN ANSWER TO
PRAYER.

Tur Wesleyan Mecthodist Magazine for July,
1§39, contuns a memoir of the late Roger Crane,
Esq., ot Preston, England, in which the following
fact is stated t—s His grandfather, a pous Pres-
byterian, who was in a small way of business, and
had eleven children to provide for, going out ear-
ly one moming, learned that three individuals,
who owed him more than he was worth in the
world, had cach stopped payment.  With a heavy
heart he returned home, ond communicated the
sad tidings to his wife, who began bitterly to weep
2l lament the situation of her large young fami-
lv, exclaiming, ¢ We are ruined ! we ase ruined !
What will become of my poor children 2 After
mutually giving vent to their feelings for some
time, she said to her husband, ¢ Roger, what are
we doing? We are acting very wrong—we ate
distrusting God : for we are his children, and he
has promised to provide. We have not brought
these misfortunes upon ourselves. We often talk
about trusting in God : this is the lume for it; let
us commit our cause into his hands.* They knelt
down, and began with meny tears to lay their
case before the Lord, pleading his promises, and
endeavouring fo cast t*nemsclves and their help-
less family on his providential cure,  While thus
engaged, their hearts were cheeied, their confi-
dence increased, and, by reviewing past mercies,
they were led to hope for future blessings, Ie-
ing distarbed by a knock at the door, they tose
from their knees, and, on opening 1t, found a re-
spectable lady, who resided near them. She en-
quired if they would not sufier loss by the failures
reserred to, adding, ¢ 1 know you deal with them.
and I fear you are hurt.? I?is grandmother an-
swercd, ¢ O, Mie, Whalley, we are quite ruined P
¢Well? she replied, ¢1 was afraid it would be
f03 and I was so uncasy 1bout you, that I really
could not rest 4ill T came to see. I have brought
i'ou 2 hundred pounds in my apron; if that will
ielp you to stand, take it: if you want more, let
me kuow, and you shall have it.  You can repay
me as vou can spare it.>  Thus did the Lord fui-
fil his promise to those that trusted in him, and
tove himself ¢a very present help in trouble.?

y this unlooked-for assistance, they were ena-
bled to carry on the business, provide for their fa-
mily, and prove to their benevolent fiiend that
her contidence in their integrity was not mis-
placed.”

THE ASHANTEES AT OXFORD.

Asoxnast the numerous visitors to our Uaiver-
sity during the present month, have been Prince
William Quantamissah and Prince John Anzah,
of Ashantec, under the guidance of the Rev. Tho-
mas Pyne, M.\, They stayed at the Angel Ho-
tel nearly a week, duriag which time they were
most hospitably received by the Vice-Chancellor,
the Registrar of the University, and the heads of!
colleges 3 and by many of whom they were enter-
tained, "after visiting their respective colleges.
Both expressed themselves exceedingly giatitied
by the attention shown them, and pleased with the
grandeur of the different buildings, The princes
are cousing, and nephews of the present sovereign,
and one of them the son of the late king, at whose
funcral, (smd to be the grandest that has ever ta-
ken place,) no less than three thousand persons
weie immolated, including his wives and many
of the nobility. This barbarous custom arises
from the superstitiousbelief, that it will be neces-
sary for their sovercigns to be atiended by similar
retinuss when they appear hefore the Great Spi-
rity 2s when they walkea on earth. The princes
were hostages for ten years at Cape Coast, forthe
preservation of peace between their country and
our'Government. They havesince been baptized
andd become Christians, and have prayer regular-
ly every morning and evening with their chap-
lain, the Rev. Mr. Pyne.—Ozford Herald.

THE PERSECUTLD JEWS OF DAMASCUS.

A verv numerous mecting of the consregations
of the Jews in London was held on the 30th June,
2t the Great Synagoguc, to take into consideration
the means to be adopted to afford protection to
their brethren at Damascus, who,atthe last dates
fron"that place, were suffering persecution and

gteat violence,  The evening service havingbeen
performed, Sir Moses Monteliore took the chair,
and explained the objects of the meeting, M.
S. Samuel read the reporty Mr. Mayer Anself de
Rothschild, Mr. Barnard " Van Oven, Mr. Sala-
mons, Mr. 1saac Cohen, and Baron Lionel de
Rothschild, moved the resolutions, and the chair-
man took leave, readily embracing the office luid
upon him, to represent the Jews of England at
the Court of the Pasha, ¢ We are going,” he
saidy ¢ to assert the claims of outraged humanity,
and uplift the dark veil which hangs over the dia-
holical accusations against our brethren, and to
bring their accusers to shame and contempt—to
remove the stain cast upon the name of our nation
by the bigotry, intolerance, fraud and raEacity of
their unptincipled oppressors. More than this,
we go to induce a miore liberal Folicy among the

oveinors of the East, to prevail on thein to abo-
lish the use of torture,and to make justice hence-
forth triumph over uncurbed power.?” He had a
confident hope that the mission would be attend-
ed with success, and that they would be enahled
to show that there was not a heart but beat in
their cause. He hade thein all farewell, und
prayed the God of their fathers to direct his' con-
duct anid defend his person. Ify by His provi-
dence, he was permitted once more to mect them,
he trusted that it would be to show how the Judge
of all the carth had made kings and rulers bow to
his almighty will. Finally, he joined with them
in the prayer of peace and rest for Jerusalem.
Thanks were then voted to Sir Moses, and tie
meeting broke up.

Upwards of £7,000 have been subseribed by
weaithy Hehrews towards defraying the expense
of the mission, which Sir Moses Montefiore has
undeitaken to Alexandria, for the purpose of aid-
ing and protecting the persccuted Jews of Da-
mascus.

DEATH OF THE REV, JAMES CLARKE,

Ox Sunday last, after performing Divine Sere
vice in the new Church at St. Catharines, the
Rev. James Clatke was proceeding to the Har-
bour, to officiate, as usual, ot that place in the af-
ternoon, in company with Mr. J. Mermitt, who
was driving a horse of his fathet’s, In descend-
ing the hill near Mr. Wood’s residence, towards
the tanal, the horse hecame unmanageable, and
upset the wagzon near to the bridze.~ The Rev.
gentleman was found in a state of insensibility,
appatently dead, and bleeding profusely. He
was taken up by Mr. Wood and Mr. Tinline, and
soon rccovered consciousness. He suffered ex-
treme pain in being removed, in consequence of
the scvere injuries he had received.

The side of the head was stripped bate, the left
eye destroyed, and much blood issued {rom the
car 3 the scapula was torn off, the bane of the left
arm broken in two places, and four ribs broken;
and the whole left side, from hcad to foot, was
greatly bruised. This lamented gentleman lin-
gered in the greatest agony, surrounded by his
weeping family and many anxious and sympa-
thising friends, until Tuesday motning, when he
expired about ten minutes before seven o’clock.

is mournful event has cast a gloom over this
whole community. Mr. Merritt was hurt, but
not dangerously. The surplice, gown and bands,
with a prayer-hook, were thrown into the canal,
and had not been found on Tuesday moming.—
Niagara Chroriide.

A viry awful occurrence took place 2t the vi.
sitation of the Venerable the Archdeacon of Wor-
cester, at Stratford-on-Avon, on Thursday the 4th
June.” The R. W, Pruen, A.M., vicar of Snit-
terficld, near Warwick, the appointed preacher
for the day, had just concluded the prayer (}mm-
ralory to the sermon, when he was seized with
apoplexy. Ile was immediately removed from
tt':: pulpit in almost a Wying state, and conveyed
to the house of a friend neer the church. Medi-
cal 2id was speedily obtained, but too late to be of
any avail, a3 the reverend gentleman expired
within a short time after the attack. The circum-
stance caused the deepest feeling in the minds of
the clergy assembled—indeed, of all who witness-
ed this sad cvent. What is very singular, the
deceased had been known frequently to express a
wish that he might die in the church, when en-
gaged in the petformance of his ministerial du-
ties—a desire which has been almost literally

Durina the week, a great quantity of the wreck
of the Royal Gceorge hes been got up, and depo-
sited in the dock-yard. Various atticles have al-
so been recovered from ity viz: part of a gipsy
hat, lining, trimming, and chip foundation—all
ina very perfect state ; pait of 2 silver ink-stand,
and a quantity of sealing-wax; (o‘p of an ink-
stand, with lion for handle s a pairof large break-
fust saucers, old Indian blue china, quite clear
and pertect; bottles of wine, poit and sherry,
nauscous, but not destroyed in colour; the out-
sides of the bottles ate incrusted with a coating of
mud and iron, which falls off upon exposure to
the air, leaving the hottles quite clear, Many
sinall bones of feet have been fonnd in shoes,
with other larger human remains.—Hampshire
Tclegraph,

Citanitanik Bequests.—Henty Wright, Esq,
of the firm of Wright and Hilton,bankers, Fever-
shum, died on the 10th June, and has left neatly
£100,000 to the poor and needy of the town in
which he rcsidcr;) £75,000 he gives to the trus-
geets ol‘t charities appointed by the Lord Chancellor
in trust,

The intelli?ence from India of the final abolie
tion of the Pilgrim ‘Taxes at Allahabad, Gya, and
Juggetnauth, has been confirmed by the publica-
tion, in Bengal, of the order of the Supreme Coun-
cil in Calcutta o that eflect.

ANCIENT Britons.—The Britons themselves
readily furnish levies and contributions, and dis-
charge the duties commanded by the Government,
if no injuries are inflicted. These they cannot
bear, They are at once subdued to obedience—
never to slavery.— Tacit. Vit. Agric.

Pr.avs.—They are intolcrable, and not fit to he
permitted in a civilized, much less a Christian
nation.  They do most notorionsly minister to
vice and infidelity —.drchbishop Tillolson.
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POETRY.

HYMN FROM THE LATIN.
THot that art the Father’s Word,
Thou that art the Lamb of God,
‘Thou that art the Virgin’s Son,
‘Thou that savest souls undone;,
Sacred Sacrifice for sin,

Fount of piety within,
Hail, Lord Jesus ¢

‘Thou to wwhom thine angels raise
Quiriag songs of sweetest praise 3
Thou that art the flower and fruit,
Virgin born from Jesse’s root,
Shedding holy peace abroad,
Perfcet man and perfect God :
Hail, Lord Jesus !

Thou that art the door of heaven,
Living bread in merey given,
Brightuess of the Father’s face,
Everlasting Prince of Peace,
Precious pear) beyond all price,
Brightest star in all the skies,
Hail, Lord Jeeus !

King and Spouse of holy hearts,
Fount of Love that ne’er departs,
Stweetest life, and brightest day,
Truest truth, and surest way
That icads onward to the blest
Babbath of eternal rest,

Hail, Lord Jesus !

REv. HENRY ALFORD.
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