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LESSON |—January bth, 1896.

\
The Forerunner of Christ. Luke 1: s5-17.
(Commit to memory v>rses 15 and 16).
Gorpuen Tex1: * Thoushalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways.” Luke1: 76,
ProvE THAT—We should prepare-for Christ’s coming. Isa. 40: 3.

SHORTER CATECHISM. Quest. 39. What is the duty whick God requireth of man? A. )

The duty which God requireth of man is obedience to his revealed will.
LEssON HvMNs, Children’s Hymnal. Nos. 248, 249, 26, 28,

DAILY PORTIONS, Monday. The Forerunner of Christ, Luke 1; 517, Zuesday..
A wondrous infancy. Luke i: §9-66. Wednesday. quphec¥luf greatness. Luke I; 67~8€.
Thursday, Service of the altar.  Ex. 30: 1 10, Friday. The Lord's Messenger. Mal. 3:
1-6. Saturday. Promise of Elijsh. Mal. 4. Sabdbath. Christ's testimony lo?uhn. Matt.

112 7+34, . (The 1. B. R. A. Selections),

EXPOCITORY NOTES.

INTRODUCTORY. This Gospel was written by Luke, *‘ the beluved physician™ (Col. 4:
14), who was the companion of Paul, and also wrote the Acts uf the Apustles. The first two
chapters have been called *‘ The Gospel of the Infancy,” because they natrate events corinected
with the birth'and youth of Jesus. :

_Lesson Pran. 1. HisGodly Parents, vs. §.7. II. His Birth Announced. vs. 8-14.
IIL. . His Character Described. vs. 15-17.

I. His GooLy Parenis. B. There was, eighth. The chief prigsts, so often referred to
in the.days of Her’ od the king of Judea , in'the guspels, were the heads of these courses,
—This was Herod the Great. Ile was an, And his wife was of the daughters of
I-du iae’ an usurpex and vassal-of the Rumans , Aaron. Buth Juhn's parents were of puiestly
(Gen. 49: 10). He ruled alsv uver Samaria,  rank. And her.hame was Elizabeth—
Galilee and Pered, The perivd was marked | (God & sy oath). This was the name of
by intellectual activity, the universal 1ule of | Aaron’s wife (Ex. 6.23) ‘“the mother of

Romie, a high state of civilization, the decay of ! priesthood.”

faith in idolatry, the dispersin uf Jews every- 8. And they were both righteous be-

where disseminating sume Knowledge of the  fore God—i.e. nut merely accurding to
true God and prépated-to-form the nuclel of  human judgment, but before ‘the eyes of God

_ Christian Churches, and one language, the (Ds. 119. 6; 2 Cor. 1. 12) one of the oldest

3

Leautifui Greeh, everywhere spoken (Gal. 4., forms of high praise aniong the Jews (Gen, 6:
4). _A.certain priést named Zach-a-ri‘as ,9; 7. 1;18. 23-28; s, 37. 37 ; Ezek 18: 5-19),
-—(The Lord remembers). 1le was nut the It is used-also of Joseph (Matt. 1: 19). The

_ High Priest, but only “‘a certain priest.” Of | * rightevus man™ way the ideal Jew. (Far-

the course of A-bi'a- ur Abijah. The rar). Theinward reality-of his righteousness
word ““course’ {Ephkemeria) means first ““a, correspunds to its perfect vutward exhibition
daily ministry,” then a clasy Of the priesthuud | in-conduct and religious:observances.  Walke
which exercised its funclions for a week. | ing in all the commandmeénts and ordi-
Aaron had four sghs. The two cldest, Nadab | nances of the Lofd blameless -** Com-
and Abiha, weressituck-dead for using strabge | mandments ™ refers (v the more general
fire in the:sanctury (Lev. 18).  From the two, principles of the moral law  to the decalogue
remaining sons, El-ez-a’zarand Ith'a mag, had' | fur example (Rum. 8. 8.13); *ordinances ”

sprug, ih the days of David, twenty four  tefers to the multitude of particular Levitical

families, sixteen from the descendents of  precepts(Heb. 9. 1). (Gudet). This distinction
Eleazar, and cight'from those of Ithamar. To: was nut accurately kept, but the two words
these David disributed by lut the order  together would, to a pious Jew of that day,
of their service from weeh to week; each have included ol the pwitive and pegative

" for eight days inciusively frum Sablath toprecepts, which the later .obbis said were 613

Sabbath{1'Chr, 24: 1-19;°2 Chr. 31: 2). After ,in numbe:, namely 248 positive, and 365
the exile only four of the families were cepre. | negative. (Farrar).  ** Walking ™ isa Hebrew
sented amongst the seturned priests. These smetaphor fur the whole quiward conduct.
¥ _.¢ then. sub-divided into twenty fout conrses | “Blameless” dues ot mean sintess (Phif. 3
and to these the original names were given 6) Lut that their lives were:abuve seproach.
(Nch. 13: 301 The conrstrof Abiawas the, 7. And they had no. child, because
(3) ~

.
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Elizabeth was barren—God had witholden! 12, And whan Zacharias saw him, he
from them that which they rightly esteemed | was troubled, and fear fell upon him—
the greatest earthly blessing. To have no The fear of Zacharias proceeds from the con-
children was also considerew 2 seproach and a | sciousness of sin, which is immediately awak-
mark of the divine displeasure (Ps. 127:3, § ;| cned in the human mind when a supernatural
1 Sam. 1: 7, S;l?c’n..sz; 1)., And theyrhgt!) . :?‘aplfestati&n ;Euctfx;t t1):\ (%iregé&umact wit}lx);l;e
were now well.stricken in years is | divine world. et), (Judgei 13: 22; .
a quaint cld English cxprcssizn for ¢ \verg:lo: 7-9; Ezek. 1: 28 ;]M'm'k gﬁ: 8: Acts
owing old,” had passed the meridian of life | 10: 4 ; Rev. 1: 17).
‘(%cn. 18: 11; 24: 1; Josh 13: 1; 1 Kings' 13, But the angel said unto him, Fear
1: 1) . . not, Zacharias, for thz prayer is heard ;
. IL His BirtH Announcen. 8. And, and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a
it came to pass that while he executed son The reference is to e prayer then and
the priest's offie before God in the, therc offcred by _acharias.  We'do not think
order of his course—His counc was the | that this prayer was for a child to himsel{ for
eighth in order. (1) it woul .h:wc; been unbecoming for the
9. Qccord!nﬁ'to the custom of t_hetoﬁ’}cgadnv priest, in such a solemn function,
priests’ office, his lot was to burn in- voicing the prayers of all Israel, to_introduce
cenge when he went into the temple of  sucha private matter ; (2) he would grgbably
the Lord--The whole _nymber of priests was  have ceasc., by this time, to pray for what, by
e o perpisial to Amyome & cobond time. | deried o and 3, We. meredlity af he
Ul E . ;
The celebrant was chusen) Ly lot each morning ! angel’s announcement is proof that he did not
und evening,  For the altar ofincenge see Ex, | louk for such a communication.  On the other
0: 1-10. For the composition of incense see | hand it is urged that the natural suggestion of
X, 30: 34, and for its symbolic meaning see | the engel’s words is that a certain definite
Ps. 141: 2; Mal, 1; 11; Heb. 9: 4; Rev. 8: 3,4, ,grg.ycr for 2 som receives a precise answer.
King Uzziah was smitten with leprosy for, Still we prefer to think thag‘_the burden of his
usurping this 's’acrcd function S? Ckr. 26: x8)‘., , Prayer at su_h a time was, ““O that ’t‘he salva:
e shies or 151y Tes. Hoes oo e 30, Andl tho shalt cal hie name JORn-:
—the , or Hol ce. Hete s e, 7). An n—
golden table with shgw-bread on the right, or : (Zke grace of Jekovak). Same as Johanan (1
north side, and the golden candlestick on the , Chr. 3: 24), and Jonah (Matt. 16: 17, comp.
left.  As the number of priests was very large, , John 1: 42 R. W) ’
some say 20,000, this lot would not likely fall .~ 14, And thou shalt have joy and glad-
0107 Rt the whole maulitude of the | 5 367 Hebei: e And raany. SHal res
X ultitude of the, 2: 46; Heb. 1: 9). nd: man ali res
people were praying without at the time | joice at his birth—-Many shall Lave_ reason
of incense—This would indicate that the day , to be glad that he was born,, His preaching
j’;\hqueslio}r:. was a Sabb:lx’tlhdux s;:nc high-day. ,v;xoulsd awaken Tr}‘t:penf,ancelam}a léad tl}em to
e worshippers assembled in the outer courts | the Saviour. e personal influence of John
were cngag«}:)ri:n silent prayer while the incense : was short-lived, bu?e the angel views his {)riéf :
\I?; Leing offzi\ricd (Rev. 8): i-4 3 Isa. 66: 7; miillisuy ;Is parcl of the Messxi\)nic kingdom.15
ch, 11: 17 3 Matt, 212 £3). I~ His CHARACTER DHSCRIBED. 15,
11, 'Afrgc:hthelre gppegrgd unto him an Eorﬂha %}}all_ bde greatgn the sight of th?
anhgel o e Lord. cripture assures us , Lord—This indicates the spiritual nature of
tha% we are surroundd with lz:ngcls who min- , his office and influgnce (Alfquc)l)., A greatness
ister to vur welfare, and it is not stmnge if un | frum personal holiness and the moral authorit
fitting cccasions they should become visible | accompanying it. (Godet), (Luke 7: 28§,
{Goudet). That this was not a vision arising , And sha{l drink neither wine nor strong
out of the exalted spiritual conditivn of Zach. | drink —The Nazarite vow s prescribed’ in
_ariasisevident fron, s fear, his nnwillingness, Num. 6: 2-21. Tt involved (I) -abstinencé
to belicye the message aud the physical infirm- | from wine and sttong drink : (2, refraining

.

ity that followed,
any other of the evangelists un ...c ministry of

angels, Compare the bitths of Isaac, Samson |
Standing on the right side .

and Samuel,
of the altar of incense This may refer to
the position of the altar itself~he stood on its

TLuke dwclls more than |

from cutting the haiz off the head during the
whole continuance of the vow 3 (3) the' avoid-
ance of contact with the deml. There 'is no.
mention of any Nazarite before Samson (Judges
. 13: 4, 5), who with Samuel (1 Sam. 1: 1)
_were the only two life long Nazatités mentioned

right, ur sunth side; or, as most wndorstand it, | in the Old Testament. (Easton). = ** Stropg
1u the positiun of Zacharins—at his nght hand, | diink ™ includes all kinds of fermented liquors
therefore, un the north side of the altar, be- | not made from grapes. , Wyclif {ranslates the
tween it and the table of shew-bread. The, word * cider.” | The word is specially applied”
right was rearded as the propitivus side (M. y to palm wine. The art of distiliing alcohol =
. 16; §5 3 Mau. 25: 33).  The fact that Zacharias , was unknown to the ancients. And‘i\e shall
- noted so aceurately the eaact pusition of the | be filled with the Holy Ghost even from
angel vouches for his clearness of perception | his mother’s womb-—The confrast between

, and svbricty of mind,  (Van Qusterzee), ; the false and hateful excitement of drunkenness

@



and the divine exaltation of spiritual fervar is{ But Godet says: Nothing either in the min-
also found in Eph. §: 18, compare Acts 2:13 | istry of Elijah or John the Baptist had any
?"m-mr). (Isa. 11: 25 Joel 2: 28). *“The, specialaim in this dirccdon, Such a resuwit
act related in verses 41-44 is the beginning of ; had no direct connectivn with the preparation
the accomplishment of this promise, but it in, for the work of the Messiai, and bears no
no way exhausts its meaning.” (Godet}, This,proror\ion to the taseat which follows in
does net refer to inspiration for that came to, Malachi, *Lest I coms and smite the carth
John at a later period (ch. 3: 2), but it means, with a curse,” Lastly, the parellelism of the
sanctification, or accepted cunsecration ot the , passage requires that the wrm  ** the rebelli-
infant before, ov at, birth, ““. truth of high ous™ should characierize * the children,” and
import jn personrl Christianity, of weighty we cannot suppose that thit would be truc of
hearing on the standing of the infants of any lirge number of Jewhh families, The
believers in the church of God, and ministering . trie sense, he tahes w0 b, **the fathers”
Y‘xecinus encouragemeht to pious parents.” (J. means the ancients, the pat.iarchs, who are
F, and B.) - ashamed of theit degenerate descendents and

18. And many of the children of Is. regnrd them, in.figure, with averted faces,
rael shall he turn to the Lord their God TQEZse will egain turu towards twem with. sat-
—These words resume the thread of prophecy | isfaction in cunsequence of the change pt

which had been broken for three centuries, duced by the minisvg; of John (Juhn &: 463 .
16).

(Mal. 4: 6) . John’s preaching awoke arevival Isa, 20: 22; 63:
that stivred gll classes and turned the thoughts fanciful, Calvin and others inteipret the
of men Christ-wdrd. "expression to mean that he will res:ore the

17. And he shall go bafore him—i. ¢.  pious dispousitions of the fathers to their
before ““the Lord their God.” (Zech. 14: 5). , descendents. But this is not what the words
Jesus was ¢ Emanuel,” *‘God with us.” See say. = The hearts of the fathers are 0 be

“his view seems

Mal. 3: 1, where the Messizh is no other than ,influenced. The majority of commeatators .

Jehovah himself. In the spirit and power take the first view mentioned. He would

VRN

of Elias—From the last words of Malechi (4: | revive family affection by arousing both parents .

4-6; 3: 1) the J2ws universally believed (s and children to o real anxiety about their
they do to this day) that Elijah would visibly salvation. And the disobedient to the
return to earth as a herald of the Messiah. It wisdom of the just—The disobedient is a
required the explanation of our Lord to open ;veneral term for all who are in rebellion
the eyes of the Apostles on the subject (Matt,  against God. The * wisdom of the just” is
11: 143 17: 10-14). The resemblance was  that hesithy appreciation of things which is
partly of external aspect (2 Kings 1: 8; Matt,  the privilege of upright hearts, (Godet). . To

“ 3: 4); and partly in his mission of sten K make ready a people prepared for ae -

rebuke and invitation to renentance (1 Kings  Lord—John prepares the people in such a
"18: 273 21: 20). (Tarrar). To turn the way that they are disposed to receive the
hearts o *he fathers to the children—s.c. ; Messiah,  (Godet), All would be re.dy to
asin th .riginal meaning of Malachi, to rem-  listen to Christ’s offer of salvation when Jchn
edy disunion and restore family life. (Farrar),  bad made them feel their nec. of it.

<

o ' . PRACTIGAL LESSONS.

't Religion »ial;e's lmpzpy and beautifil | God, On the other hand, this truth is full of
every kome in whick it dwells. The charm of comfort and encouragement. Our spiritual

f

Burns’ “Cottar’s Saturday Night * lies in the | enemies are met and foiled by our spirit allies.-

- simple, unaffected piety of the inmates. When ‘ They are present to avert evil in many forms,
love o God and reverenge for holy things rule  and-are swift to do on our behalf the behests.
the keatt they sweeten and enhance every, of our loving Father.

“affection. They teach kindness, forbearance, , 3. God will answer every prayer as far as .. -

unselfishness, contentment and cheerfulness. | it &5 for kis owr glory and our good. Adoniram
There are no more powerful irfueaces than, Judson says: ‘I never was deeply interested
the V' ~mories of gudly parems and home in any object, I never praysd sincerely or

religious teaching, Those .oh their children ,earnestly for anything but it came, at some .

" of priceless blessings who do not maintain | time, no matter at how di .ant a day ; sorae--

family worship, alk God’s blessing at meals, 'how, in sume shape, probably the last I should

~ and talk with their fatiilies about the Bible  have devised, it came,”
and religious truth. N ’ ) :

2. God’< angels are sent to minister to kis | *¢ In spite of mg\f:f' broken dreams,
- people. They frequently Secome visible, but, This have I truly learned to eny .

e o P . e rers ¥ th
their invisible presencz is a fact beyond ques- Tl‘\v‘fg iui,‘ivcﬁe(‘i‘i’ﬁ'éfo‘é’-‘;‘ 2?3?,"?;&"&2"&

tion. If we are on our guard against impro- .
g;iety when in the presence of someone of . .. The answers always exceed our expectations,
igh character or exalted position, how much | Ile gives abundantly. Among the treasures
more should we act circumspectly under the | of an Orjental prince was an jron ball, Touch
“eyes of the holy beings who see the face of | a spring and it opvned, disclosing z silver
o . N 2

(s) ' o <



Lox inside ; touch.a spring in this, and lo, a
galden ball *.as uncovered, and this, on open-
Ing, was found to contain rare and precious
gems,

4. Noone is-tw young lo be filled with the
Holy Spirit.
young people remain so long in an:uncertain
relation to Christ and the-church is that we
have not expected and prayed that they-should
be filled with-the Holy Spirit from their birth.
We have acted as though the Holy Spirit
could do pothing until, by voluntary choice,
they deliberately opened their hearts to him.

"~ And so we have waited, and taught them to,

wait, unti? ““years of discretion * were arrived
at before their decision: for Christ was to-be-
Iooked for.” If believing parents would only
realize the precious right which they exercise
- when they present their children for Laptism,
and the covenant blessings sealed -to them in
~ the sacrament, they v-ould not hesitate-to.pray
and labor and:look f.r the presence and power

. of the Spirit in every babe.

' 5. Repentance must precede pardon and
acceplance with God.
. my heart the Lord wili not heay me.” No
man who has done evil in any’way can be
restored to forfeited favor but by repentance.

" No parent wonld feel that he could receive

—,

Pc.haps one rcason why val

“If T regard-iniquity in |

; back to hiy confidence a disobedient chikd that
was not sorry for his. fault, nut merely because
of its conseyuences inthe way. of punishment,
t but because it was an offence against love and
law. Until he is convianced that he regrets
what he has done, and is resolved.not to do
it.again, the father’s heart is:not satisfied. It
is universally true that where there is no
‘repentance there-can be no real pardon.

ADDED POINTS.

1. Diety is possible even in *“the:days of
y Herod the King.” 4
2. The only righteonsnéss that is worth
, anything is that which God-takes note of.
i 3. Christ is ““our rightevusness,” before
i the law -of God. S
(. 4» Our disappointments should throw us
 back on. God's wisdom and:love,

5. Thehouse of Gud isithe scene of many
-heavenly interviews. )

6. The highest service demands that we
abstain from that which is 2 source of danger
and moral death. T

7. We-can-all prepare the way fuc Chiist
;in our own hearis and the hearts.of otlers,
i 8, True religion will make the home life
{-happier, . : .
i+ 9. The folly of a.disobedient spirit,.

BETWEEN THE LESSONS.

Was Luke a Jew? (Col. 4: 11, 14). What was his préfession? What other hook of ihe‘

companion? For what .

~_ New Testament did he-write? To whom did he write them? Of which apostle was:he &
people was this gospel written? What do.you know .about ‘Herod?

- Who was Zacharias? What is meant by ‘“the course ” of Abia ? Who was Aaron? Wlo

also-bore the name of Elisateth? (Ex. 6:.

‘What is mecant by ‘““his lc*”? What was

‘Where was it offered? With what fire-was it kindled? Who.offered
Lord™? Giveanother instance of the appeara

Luke 1: 26-29). What other angel is named
g; Zech. 3: 2; Rev. 12: )
side, and.what on the south? Wh
ing? Why would he have joy and gladnoss ?
~ was thelaw of the Nazarite? (Num. 6: 1-5).

Q. T.? (Lev. 10: 9; Jer. 35). What
. Explain the meaning of the last verse.

23).

Where did the altar ofincensestand? What stood on the

‘Whut is.meant by ““ the order ofhis couirse *?
the: law regarding incense? (Ex. 30: 34-38).
‘“strange fire befoic the
{Dan. 8: 15-18; 9: 21-23;
. 10: 13, 213 125 1. Jude
ncrth

ance of this angel ?
in the Bible? (Dan

y was Z. troubledand afraid ?* For what had-hie been pray-

Why would many rejoice:at his birth? What
‘What other. instances of abstinence.from wine in.

proof of the-divinity of Christ is found:in our lesson?

THE BLACKBOARD.

Sum up the facts about John:

Brought o oy and gladness
Drank n © wine
Filled with the H oly Spirit
Preached repe N tance

“Be Tiled with the Spivit”
6) ’



LESSON ll—January i2th, 1896.
The Boy Jesus. LUKE 2: 4o-52.

. (Commit to memory verses 51.and 53).
GoLDEN TEXT : **Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favur with God and man.”?
Tuke2: 32. . . W
ProveE THAT—We should obey our parents. Eph, 6. I.
SHORTER CATVCHISM. Quest. 40.  What did God a2 first reveal to man for the rule of his

obedience? A. The rule which God at first revealed to man for his obedience was the
moral law. . : o

LessoN HYMNs, Chkildrer’s Hymnal., Nos. 33, 232, 215, 207.
DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. The Boy Jesus. Luke 2: 40-52. Zwesday. The .
Passover feast. Deut. 16: 1.8, Wednesday., Youthful piety. 2 Ch.. 34: 1-7. Zhursday. -
Seeking after wisdom. Prov, 4: 1-13. ZFriday. The Father’~ ousiness. John 5: 17.24.
Saturday, The best knowledge. 2 Tim. 3: 10-17. Sabdath, Growing in grace. 2 Pet,
3: 1118, (The L B. R. A. Seleclions). L ' S

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

INTRODUCTORY. The incident of our lesson marks Christ’s coming of legal age and his en-
trance npon Jewish citizenship. With his first passover he assumed the duties of a full mem-
ber of the Jewish church. Of the preceding years since the return to Nazareth we know
tothing. Nof have we any information of the next eighteen. This is the solitary notice of
the life of our Lord between the return from Egypt and his baptism at the age of thirty, It
was 2 memorable.crisis in his religious life and the story should be full of instruction to those
especially who have passed the age of twelve and have not yet taken their places at the -
Christian Passover, the Lord’s Supper. : C

LessoN PLaN. I Jesus at the Feast. vs. 40-43. IL Jesus in the Temple. vs. 46-30. .
III. Jesus at Nezareth, vs. §1-52. -

I, Jesus AT THE Feast. 40. And the ; Ma: 5" probably made the journey because of
child grew and waxed strong in spirit | her piety. (Compare Hannah 1 Sam. 1:%).
s s developid 1o body, nind-ad | foast of the passover-Thewards iply

- — v im
soul like any other child. The literal render- ' that it was their habitual custom. The lg\i;
ing, ‘“becoming full of wisdom,” suggests a | was strictly obsetved in that home at Nazareth.

rocess, a g{adual maturing of the faculties. For an account of the institution see Ex, 12,

t is impossible for us to conceive of this| 42. And when he was twelve years
" growth cmgec;ly for it must have i?v]?lveq a old;—:i‘ Thefstlzi\gcs of A_]ewdx;h ci}llildl;;odare
clearer and clearer consciousness of his true  marked as follows:—At three the boy was
nature, along with the changes common to all | weaned and wore for the first time the fringed
men. This single sentence sums up all we or tasselled garment prescribed by Num. 15: -

know of the first twelve years amj a similar | 38-41; and Deut. 22: 12. H:s education be- . .

verseda‘ t}}ehenr]llfof our 1es§9n lgiesgnbes tge re- %an at ﬁrsri underh thel mother ffrs mr;. At five

mainder of his life up to his baptism, Scrip- , he was to learn the law, at first by extracts
ture reverently conceals what it would not  written on scrols, of the more important pas:

Romprebcnsion. The. Simpt  to. penetrate | B, r fovival Dt (110078, 5365 and

this mystery must be futile. I has been the : by catéchetical teaching in school. " At twelve
anges o the rebmmt doy. Andl The ‘grace  ence to the v, and. o une day when et

of God was upo;’i him—Here for the first : tained the age of thirteen, put on for the first
" tirne upon carth we have a human child whose , time the phylacteries which were worn at the
" growth in mind or body i5 not Wa., 2d by sin. | recital of his daily prayer.” (Ellicott). They-
In him God sees his creative 1dealfreahzedél w;;n‘?x u?F to Jegxs:\i}em ~fer the custon“:
- {Godet). * The grace of God,” the favor and , of the feast— . omits **to Jerusglem.’
" blessing of God {Matt. 3: 17; Ps. §: 12; 30¢ 5;: It cannot be jnferred from this narrative, that -
306: 4; Isa. 11: 2, 3; John I: 14). “Uponhim” it was the first time the Holy Child had
marks the energy with which the grace uf God  accompanied them to the passover. (Alford).-
;;ested onG the child, penetrating his entire d 43. T%mi_ whclan t‘llzey had fulﬁllEed the

eing. (Godet). ays—The feast lasted seven days (Ex. 12!

4T, Now his parents—Joseph would be' 15, 17). They were not in duty bound to stay
l:\eputed to be his father Z%d sgﬁ!:el} of a:ls csluch. , SO lllong;bﬁhey mi%ht }:iave gone back sooner
Maz so speaks in verse 48. e law did not | without blame. But devout people, as they
Tequire women to go up to the three great"were, do not consider how little of their time

feasts (Ex. 23: 15-17; 34: 23; Deut. 16: 1, 16). : they can give to God without doing wrong,

' @




"+ the law, by whom, asa ““son of the law™ he

but give hitn as much as ever they can, and | would Le welcomed, They kept a kind of
delight in worshipping him.  (CGoulhurn). , open free schoal for all such. 8Both hearin

As they returned-—lit. *¢in their returning.” , them and asking them questlons—The
The child Jesus—R. V. “‘tae boy Jesus.” | rabbinical method of teaching was Socratic.
Hitherto he had been crlled *‘a little buy,”  Both master and pupil had an opportunity of
but now he iv a youth, Tarried behind in  shewing their sagacity and penetration of

. .Jerusalem--The words do not imply that he  thought. Every teacher likes to have the

intentionaily staid behind. He was so absorb | scholar ask good questions (Matt. 7: 28; Mark
ed in the ceremonies, cvery one of which was  I: 22; Luke 4: 22, 32; John 7° 13, 46).

. so cloquent of meaning to_him, and so inter-, 47. And all that heard him were

ested in the discussions of the rabbis that he  astonished at his understanding and
did not nouice that his caravan had started for  answers --*‘Jesus had given some remarkable

.home. Some suppose that it was at this answer, on put some original question; and as

eriod that self-recognition touk place within  is the case when a particularly intelligent rupil
Eim and he fully realized who he was, Ifthis presents himself, he had attracted for the
was the case his oblivion to all other matters moment all the interest of his teachers.”
is easily understood. And Joseph and his (Godet). Compare Matt. 7: 28; Mark 1: 22;
mother knew not of it—R. V. “his par- John 7: 15. The marvellous insight into the
ents,” Their ignorance does not imply care- meaning of God's word which the Divine ~

- Jessness. A boy of twelve, in the east, is, Child displayed arose, not from miraculous
- much more mature than one of the same age | enlightment but, from the complete harmony

is with us and would be trusied alone any-,of his sinless nature with the spirit of his ™

" - . where. Besides, Jesus sias doubtless thought | Father’s teaching. He did not assume to -

ful beyond his years, and his parents would , teach the rabbis, but seeing with clearer
have little anxiety about him, ¥ , spiritual vision than they, his an-wers were a

44. - But they supposing him to have, revelation to them of old truths in a new light
been in the company—Caravan of fellow | altugether, and his ** pure questions of innoc-
travellers. This was probably large.  Galilee | ence and truth keenly and deeply penetrated

. -contained, according to Josephus, more than into the confused errors of the rabbinical

4,000,000 inhabitants, and its quota of pilgrims | teaching.” (Stier).

- would be sany thousands. At the passover,, 48, And when they saw him they

the population of Jerusalem was sometimes were amazed--R. V. ‘“astonished.” But

increased from 120,000, to 2,700,000 males  this is not the same word as in the previous
alone. Went a day’s journey—Tradition  verse. * Struck with amazement” would ex-
points out Bee'roth (7%he wells) as the place press it better. ‘* Used of gla1 amazement.™

whese Jesus was missed, It was 9 miles (Thayer). And his mothersaiduntohim, =~

north of Jerusalem. And they sought him , Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us ?
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance  —better *“ Child, why hast thou, etc.” Her
—The word implies anxious and careful joy gquenches her anxiety and her resentment.
search, {1t is the mildest possible reproach, aund, as .
46. And when they found him not such, exquisitely befitting the lips of the gentle
they turned back again to Jerusalem, mother of Jesus. Behold thy father and (
seeking him—The words grammatically have sought thee sorrowing —The only
mean that their object in_returning to Jerus-  wayinwhich Mary could speak before strangers. -
alem was to seatc{x for the boy. The word, It may be that the reply of Jesus was intended to

. for *“seek ” indicates an earnest and prolonged | hint that that name should no longer he appli-

search for a thing. These graphic verbal ed to joseph, but this we cannot help feeling
touches are worth noting. , would have been almost indelicately harsh on
11, ]Jesus 1N THE TempiE. 46. And  his part, and uncalled for in the circumstances.
it came to pass, that after three days— He continued to give Joseph all the reverence
‘The first day was occupied in the journey to ' due to a parent.

Bee'roth, part of the second in the return, and, 48. And he said unto them, how is
on the third they found him. Comparc the it that ye sought me - -*“ Did you not know
time between the crucifixion and the resurrec- , where 1 was most likely to be?” He reminds
tion, Matt, 27: 63; Mark 8 31. They found  them of a knowledge that they possessed of -
him in the temple--1le had gone there as his divine origin and work. These are the
usnal, forgetting all about the retwrn joumney. | first recorded words of Christ.  Wist ye not ~
He was probably in one of the porches in the, —“Did you not know ® That | must—

. court of the women, where the schools of the, ** Because that should chiefly engage my

rabbis were held, and the law regulady ex. attention now when Iam about to enter upon °
pounded. (Lange). Sitting—The custom- | my public life as a ‘““son of the law.” John

- ary attitude of a pupil, Acts 22: 3. In the 4: 34; 6: 38; 8: 29. Notice how often Christ

midst of—As we would say ‘‘amongst. ’| speaks of the moral necessity under which he
He was one of the crowd of inquiring students , acts, Matt. 16: 21; 26: 54; Mark 8: 31; Luke
around one or more of the mbbis. The | 4:43; 9 22; 13: 33; 241 75 26: 46; John 3: 145
doctors—The rabbis, or {R. V. marg.) [4: 4 121 34. (M. R. Vincent). Be akout
“teachers.” The professional expounders of ymy Father’s business--R. V. *“in my

'Fathér’s house,” The word for ¢ business”
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. or ““house” is not expressed in the original. | not mentioned. It is supposed that he died

In favor nf the former it is urged ‘hat it es- before the begioning of our Lord’s public
presses the keynote of his ministry aad is thus  ministry. But his mother kept all these
peculiarly appropriate now the conscious- sayings in her heart—The word is inten-
ness of his real Sonsnip had fully burst upon | sive, she hept them carefully so that she never
him and he enters upon his life of filial obzdi-  forgot them. ** She waited in brave and con-
ence; and that the local sense is fully implied, stant patience for the hour when her God

* ‘“where my Father’s affairs are carried on, should grant her to see face to fuce the

there you might have known that his son mysterious things she had hitherto seen only
would be found (John 2: 15). The Iatter view | in a glass darkly. (Spence). .

is however, adopted by the majority of com-, b62. And Jesus increased in wisdom
mentators, because it gives the mcst natural  and stature, and in favor with God and
and direct answer to Mary’s question and is man—*‘ Increased’ is literally ** kept advanc-
also 'a more usual rendering of the Greek ing.” The word is used for pioneers hewing
phrase.  Rationalists find nothing in the down trees and brushwood which abstruct the
words but the pious sentiments of a precocious | path of an advancing army (1 Sam. 2: 26;
youth, But if this had been all their meaning , Prov. 3: 34). *‘Tavor” is the same word as

- Joseph and Mary would have understoad him , “grace” in vers¢ 40. It is here applied to

easily. - i human’ approval ‘as well as divine. ““The -
'53. And they underctood not the home of Jesus was no ordinary home., With
saying which he spake unto them—They  Joseph to guide and support, with Mary -to
did not know the full meaning of ** his Father’s | hallow and sweeten it, with the youthful Jesus
business.” Compare similar instances ch. 9: to illuminate it with the very light of -heaven,
45; 18: 34, where we find the language clear  we may well believe that it was a home of
‘enough. a trustful piety, of angelic purity, of almost per-
III. Jesus ar NazarReTH. b1. And  fect peace; a home for the sake of which ali

" .he went down with them, and came 1o the earth would be Clearer to the watchers and -

Nazareth, and was subject unto them—. holy ones, and where, if the fancy be permitted.-

s {Ex. 20: 125 Prov. 1: $; Col. 3: 20; Luke 2: 19). | to us, they would love to stay thelr waving

““Learning thr ~arpenter’s trade and working wings. The legends of early Christianity tell
at the carpenter’s bench (Mark 6: 3).  Living us that night and day where Jesus moved and
a century and a half later, Justin Martyr Jesus slept, the cloud of light shone round
speaks of the plows and yohes the Master’s about him. And su it was; but that light was

_ own hands had fashioned during the eighleen no visible shechinah; it was the beauty of hali-

> Isar53:2). From this time Joseph’s name is

s

years of retirement at Nazareth (Phil. 3: 7; ness; it was the peace of God.”  (Farrar),

. T . RN .
PRACTICAL LESSONS. L

1 SJesus cared ’/br the body, He “grew | he grew up, We may be quite sure that he -
and waxed strong,” he ““increased in stature™ | could not have spoken so many wise and

~ . aswell as ““in wisdom.” His healthy physical , beautiful things if he had neglected his tasks

development is noted as part of his perfect jat school.

nature. So intimately are our two naturesy 3. Jesus read his Bible weli. The wise
blended together that a moral fault inevitably | and learned rabbis at Jerusalem were astonish-
produces a physical blemish, ar.d often a per- ed *at his understanding and answers.”
verted taste, or hesetling sin, in mature yeats , ‘¢ Although he was the Son of God, he felt
isto be traced to some neglect, or illusage, fo the | the need of I "ile study; and, feeling that need,
body or brain during childhood. We should , he went into .e Bible school, where the need
impress upon our scholars ihe duty of avoiding  could be met. If there is & man nowadays
everything that injures the body, since Jesus who thinks that he does not need Bible study,
honored it by taking it, and redeeming it, and , o1 that it is beneath his dignity to be in the

" now wearing it in heaven.  Bible school, he either scems to suppose that -~

2. fesus studied kis lessons. He was evid-  he knows more than Jesus knew, or he seems
ently well educated. He_ could speak threc  to count it hardly safe to be on the same plane
Ianguages, if not four, his native 4ramaic, the  with the Son of God. ~ Yet there are men and
ancient Aebrew, for he always quotes from the women who put a high value on worship, and
Hebrew Bible; the Gree, the language of the none at all—for themselves—on social Bible

* translation of the Bible iz common use and the | study. They are regularly at the preaching

tongue of the learned; and Latiz, the language services, but never in the Sunday scheol.
of the Roman rulers of the land. It is dis- Poor, needy, conceited creatures®” (H. C.
tinctly stated that he grew in * wisdom.” He; Trumbull),

did not ““hate to gotoschool.” There were, 4. Jesus went to churck with his parents.

* just as pleasant rambles out of doors at K We find him here in the temple and in after"

Nazareth as anywhere,"but Jesus preferred to, life it was his custom to go to the synagogue
lay in a good store of knowledge when he was | every Sabbath day. ** Assvon as he was old
young that he might be the: more useful when ' enough to join in public worship, his patents
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took him with them to the temple, It was] that we never learn unlcs's. we learn thew in
not enough to set him = good example. They | childhood and obedience is one of these. In

g)xoposed to #rasrz him in the right way. {after years we may be forced to submit to the

Whatever a child ought to do, his parents | will of others, but happy acquiescence in the
ought to sce that he does do. If he likes to decrees of lawful authurity is a habit of soul
do it, 50 much the better. If he does not Jike { that must be formed by the wise and loving
to do it, so much the more need is there that | exercise of parental control. In Jesus filial
his parents should make him do it. Prayer |submission was no irksome bondage. Con-
anG praise and reverence and devotion—obedi- | scivus as he now was of his divine origin he
ence and right being and right doing in all , fulfilled all the duties of the hume relationship.
< i K y ! )
things at home, and worship and attentive, What an example of “ fulfilling all righteous-

_ hearing in the house of God, are duties which | ness” that he might lead us to follow in his
- parents ought tu see that their children atiend | footsteps.  When he' ““grew in favor with

to. If the children faul in these things, the  men ™ we may Le sure that he was as obliging

parents cannot count themselves free of re-  and kind to everybudy as he was to thuse at

sponsibility of blame.”  (II. C. Trumbull). | hume.. Nothing will make people love one so
.S Jesus made publi. profession of ns {t’?.’ll, ; much as acts of love and good nature.

At the age of twelve or thirteen a Jewish boy; - ADDED POINTS

was considered old enough to assume the’ .

duties required of every member of the Jewish! 1. The opportunities of childhood do not

church. At about the same age all Christian | retuin,

churches have agreed that young people shonld 2, God's favor and blessing rest on all who

be prepared to assume for themselves the obli- | try to do right,

gations involved in theix baptism. Neitheri 3. Families should worship together.

the church purity or spirjtual power, nor the; 4. Those who wish to come to church or

religious welfare of the young ate promoted by , Sabbath schoul will easily overcome difficulties

the too prevalent custom of discouraging the | in the way.

i

approach to the Lord’s table of the ““ children 5. Jesus never complained that the service

of the covenant} until they have passed their | was too long.
tfteens,” or nearly so. 1four young people 6. He tricd to understand his Bible and
were taught to prepare their hearts for this , asked questions abuut its meaning,

. ordinance, and their parents, teachers and, 7. No one is tou young to love and serve
- pastors expected them to shew signs of grace | God. . .
. at this age, they would rise to vur cxpectations | 8. Buys and girls uf twelve years old should

and according to our faith the Spirit would | be ready 1o confess Christ,

bless them, 9. There is nothing brave or manly in self-

6. Jestis was obedicnt to his parents and ; will or disubedience.
obliging to everybody. ‘There are some things

: ‘ BETWEEN THE LESSONS.

What sign was given to Zacharias th. the angel’s words would come true? Why was it
necessary that Jesus should be bornat Bethlehem? How did God bring it about that he should
be born there? What persons Eaid homage tothe infant Saviour? Who sought to put him
to death, and why? How was he delivered from him? Why did his parents decide to take
up'their home in Nazareth and not at Bethlehem? (Matt. 2: 22). How did this decision
affect the religious training of Jesus? ‘What effect would his natural and social surroundings
have upon his mental development? What effect did his upbringing at Nazareth have upon
his reception by the Jews? At what feasts were the Jews required to repair to Jerusalem ?
(Ex. 23: 14, 17). To what Christian feast does the passover correspond in meaning? (1 Cor.
§: 7). At what were the rabbis astonished? At what were Joseph and Mary amazed?
Explain Jesus’ reply to his mother. 'Why could she not understand it? Tn what respects did

_ Jesus develop? What was the secret of his beautiful character?

THE BLACKBOARD.
THE BOY JESUS

growing in

WISDOM STATURE FAVOR
: by by - by
STUDY EXERCISE OBEDIENCE
Follow him.
STUDY a IBLE
EXERCISE e oDY
Live for others. . —Adspted from [Husirativs Notes,
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.. ancients were composed of a gole of leather, or

.erzee).

LESSON [ll--January 18th, 1898.
“The Ministry of John the Baptist. LUk 3: 15-22.

(Conumit to memory verses 21 and 82),
GorpeN TrRXT: “Rehold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the woild.”

John 1: 29, .
Prove THAT—We should point others to Christ. John 1: 41, ,

SHORTER CATECHISM. Quest. 41.  Where is the moral law summartly comprekended? A
The thoral law is summarily comprehended in the ten commandments,

Lrsson HyMmNs.  Children’s Hymnal. Nos. 23, 62, 63, 64.

DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. The Ministry of John th, Baptist. Luke 3: 1-14.
Tuesday. The Ministry of John the Baptist. Luke 3: 15-22. Wednesday., A witness-bearer.
John 1 6-18. Thursday. Sent before. Joha 8: 22-30. JFridey. John's submission to
Jesus. Matt, 3: y-17. Saturday. Suffering for faithfulness. Mark 6: 14-20, Sabbath.
The Preacher and his message, Mark 1: 1-11. (The I. B."R. 4. Selections).

' '

R EXPOSITORY NOTES. . o s
INTRODUCTORY. John began his munistry in A, D. 26, about 17 years after the date of
the events in our last lesson, 'The baptism of Jesus was in _L;;nuary, A, D. 27, and thé
imprisonment of John in March, A. D. 28. John’s ministry began in the Wilderness of
Judea, a thinly inhabited region west of the Dead Sea. The baptism of Jesus took place at
the fords of the Jordan near Jericho.

LessoN PraN. I. The Message Proclaimed. vs. 15-19. II. The MessengerPersecuted.
vs. 19, 20, III. The Messiah Pointed out, v

V5. 21-22, .
I. THE MEgSSAGE PROCLAIMED.

v

16. | some other strong material, fastened around .
And as the people were in expectation | the ankle and between the tees by a string or
— Margin “in suspense.” They werc expect- { thong.  To put on, or take off the shoes and

ing the Messiah (John 1: 19-25) and ¢ eagerly | to carry them, was the duty of the humblest

listening™ for some decliration from Johnslaves (Matt. 3: 11). He shall baptize you.
himself. And all men mused (margin K with the Holy .Ghost and with fire—
“reasoned” or ““debated”) in their hearts | Rather *“in the Holy Ghost and with fire” -

of John, whether he were the Christ or | The preposition **in," (Gr. en) distinguishes
not—Literally, *“whether, haply, he were between the mere instrumentality of the water
himself, the Christ.” A surprsing proof of and the fire and the spiritual element.whereby .
‘the deep *~pression made, by the moral strict-  and wherein the child of the kingdom is bap:

" ness of the Baptist, upon the susceptible mind | tized, This baptism by the Spirit had heen

of the multitude. There was some foundation ‘ foretold in Isa. 44: 3; Joel 2: 28.- Its- first
of truth in this delusion, since, by means of ! obvious fulfilment was at Pentecost (Acts I: §;
John, Christ himself, though invisibly, was'2: 3) and subsequent outpourings after bap-
standing at the door and knocking. Theitism (Acts 11: 15, 16). But it is fulfilled,
moral greatness of John is shewn in the fact, : without visible supernatural signs, to all
that he made no use of this delusion of the ! christians (1 Cor. 6: 113 12: 13). (Farrar).
people, but hastened to withdraw within those | Both ¢ Spirit ® and ¢ fire” denote the same
limits which they would almost have compellzd ! divine principle, transforming and purifying.
him to pass.  Similar conduct was shewn by : A baptism with fise is one that purifies, illumes,
Paul and Barnabas (Acts r4: 15). (Van Qost- | inflames with holy fervor and zeal (Isa. 6:6, 7).
t 17. Whose fan is in his hand—Thé
16. dJohn answered, saying unto'‘fan” was a broad, light, wooden shovel
them all—He gave substantially the same ; with which the threshed grain was tossed u
answer to numerous enquirers (John 1: 19-28; | into the air, so that the wind might blow away -
Matt. 3: 11). | indeed baptize you with ! the chaff and broken straw. So Christ was té . -
water—Both ¢ I” and ‘water” are em-|winnow the good from the bad. ' And he will
This was merely a sign and could | throughly purge his floor—*¢Throughly®

phatic.
But one |is the old form of *“ thoroughly.” The thresh:

not make their hearts clean.

mightier than | cometh—*¢There cometh
the One that is mightier than I,” a reverential
mode of naming the éxpected-Messiah, He
was mightier in spiritual power and loftier in
moral dignity. The latchet of whose
shoes | am not worthy to unloose—
*“ Latchet” is a diminutive of “‘latch” and
comes from the same root as ‘“Jace.” It was
originally a plaited string. The sandals of the

ing-floor was an uncovered circular area on
some breezy spot. The straw was trodden by

oxen yoked to a sledge, the bottom of which ~

was_studded with sharp stones (Isa. 41: 15).
And will gather the wheat into his garner,
but the chaff he will burn with fire un-
quenchable—The mission of the coming One -
was one of judgment as well as of blessing. A
sharp line of demarcation is drawn even in this

life between the followers of Christ nnd the. -
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warld, but the real sepamtion will take place
at the day of judgment. The uscless, the
moral refuse of mankind, will be visited with
a terrible and irremediable destruction, but the
righteous will be received into the abode of
blessedniess (Ps. 1t 4 Mal. 4: 13 Jer. 15: 73
Matt, 13: 305 1 John 2: 19). The figure may
also he applied to the destruction of the evil
elements in one’s character (ch, 22: 31).
(Farrar), All that is here said of the con-
demned is that they will be destroyed from
before the presence of the great Husbandman
‘with a swit}t) and certain destzuction, (Spence),

18, And many other things — Other
matters besides, different in kind from those
already adduced. (Meyer). These ave given
‘merely as specimens of John's trenchant, fear-
less denunciation of evil-doing. See John 1:
29-343 3¢ 27-36. In his exhortation
Frmhed bhe unto the people—The word
or “preached” is, literally, *! evangelized,”
and Godet translates the verse **while.ad-
dressing these and many other exhortations to
the people, he annoupced to them the glad
tidings,” namely, of a’Saviour near at hand.
It was a gospel message.

II. Tye MESSENGER PERSECUTED. 19,
But Herod the tetrarch—This was Herod
Antipas, the son of Herod the Great. He

- yuled over Galilee and Peraea. His title came
from the fuct that he ruled over a portion ( *‘a
fourth-part,” but really one-third) of his father's
kingdom. This incident follows here, out of
its proper chronological order, to shew further
the unflinching fearlessness of John in preach-
ing-his gospel of repentance. A fuller account

- of John's martyrdom is given in Mark 6: 17-20
" and Matt, 14: 3-5. Being reproved by him

for Herodias, his brother Philip's wife—

Herod had married her while her husband,

‘and his own wife. were both living. Besides

- this she was his own neice (Lev. 18: 14; 20:

* 19), and a brother’s wife (Lev. 18; 16; 20: 21).
. Thilip was a half-brother of Herod Antipas,

Jericho O { O Bethany
Q Jerusalem
O Bethlehem

(

‘Wilderness

Dead
Sea
© Hebron /J

who had fallen under the displeasure of his
father and was excluded from the succession.
He lived in retirement at Jerusalem. And

O Machaerus

in prison—Josephus tells us that his real season
for imprisoning John was the fear that he would
stirupan insurrection. The Jewsall regarded
this as the worst of Herod’s crimes and the cause
of his subsequent defeat and disgrace. The
prison was the fortress of Machaerus, nine
miles east of the Dead Sea. Here he was
beheaded about a year afler this.

III. Tue Mgssian PoiNteD OvT. 21,
Now when all the people were baptized-
This seems to imply that on *his day Jesus was
baptized /as¢; and from the absence of any
j allusiun to the multitude in this and the other
| narratives, we are almost forced to conjecture
| that _his ba)]):tism was, in a measare, private,
{ (Farrar), he words literally are ““in the
 baptizing all the people.” A morul connection
j between the baptism of Jesus and that of the
{ multitudes is implied. He surrenders-himself
{to the movement which, at this time, was
; drawing all the people to God. He is one in
jthis with the people of God. Grantéd the
jmational baptism, that of Jesus follows as a
matter of course. He, too, fulfils all righte-
ousness. (Godet). His baptism consistently

follows from his incarnation and circumcision,

This view does not exclude the belief that the

baptism of Jesus was in some degree private.
1 Matthew (3: 13-17) records the unwillingness
y of the Baptist and the memorable conversation
y between him and Jesus ; and Mark mentions
ythat it was He who first saw the cleaving
j heavens and the Spirit descending.  (Farrar).

The p'ace was Beth’a-ny, or Beth-aba-ra (7/%e
| kowse of the ford), opposite Jericho. It came
j to pass that Jesus also being baptized—
y RV, *“having been baptized.” ““He that
{ was formerly circumcised would now be bap-
jtized. What is baptism but an evangelical
jcircumcision? What was circumcision but a

legal baptism? One both implied and needed
I the other ; yet the author of both will undergo
jboth,  He would be circumcised to satisfy his
) church that was ; and baptized to sanctify his
. church that should be, that so, in both Testa-

ments, he might open a way to heaven.” |

(Hall). As man he thus confessed the sins of
his brethren whom he came to redeem ; he set
the seal of approval upon John’s ministry ; and

y received John’s witness to his Messiahship; he.
.| i furnished the occasion for his Father’s testi-

(mony ; and was solemnly consecrated to his
y work of salvation. *‘Jesus, in submitting to
{ the rite himself, did it with the intention of
| sanctifying the blessed sacrament in the fat.re,”
s (Spence). This is the view of the early church

i Fathers.  But John's baptism was a rite of the

jold economy, not a christian sacrament. Why
 did John hesitate to baptize Jesus? He knew
; his holy and blameless character, although he
; did not know him to be the Messiah (Johr 1:
1 3). There may have been given to him some

for all the evils which Herod had done— | dun prophetic ‘anticipation of the coming sign

(Compare Nathan, 2 Sam. 12: 7). We are

esty and heard him gladly.

from heaven. Luther says ‘He scents the =
told elsewhere that Herod respected his hon- iSpirig.’“

(Meyer). And praying — Luke
mentions eight other occasions on which Jesus

. Added yet thisabove all—to crown ( prayed (5: 16; 6: 12; 9: 18; 9: 28, 29; 22:

all,” as we would say. That he shut up John | 32; 22: 41; 23: 34; 23: 46). Healsoalone
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gives us the two pamables on perseverence in | spectators of the scene.  The legend of the
prayer (9: 5-13; 18: 2). The heaven was early church that, at the baptism of Jesus, a
openeii— Probably there was some super- 'ﬁ;c was kindled in Jordan, may have arisen
natural appearance reser Bling an opening in | from the popular accounts of this, as related by
the sky. {(Schaff), What follows was an  others then present.  The dove is the emblem
answer to the prayer of Jesus. The Spirit was | of peace, purity and love, Some new relation
now poured out upon him for his work. .y is now established between Jesus and the Holy
22. And the Holy Ghost descended in | Spirit, but the mystery is beyond us.  This is
a bodily shape like a dove upom him  his baptism by the Spirit, but it is not immer-
*The deep blue vault was rent asunder, and ' sion. And a voice came from heaven—R.
the Sinless One gazed far into the realms of | V. “* out of heaven.” The voice of God the
eternal light ; and as he gazed he saw descend I Father (Ps. 2: 7; 2 Pef. 1: 7; Matt. 17: §3
a vay of glory, which, dovelike, brouded | John 12; 28-30). 'Which said, Thou art
above his head, and then lighted upon him.” my beloved Son; in thee I am well
{Spence). ‘ine " ~dily shape assumed by the  pleased ‘I have been and still am well
descending Spirit was that of a dove, Tt was  pleased.” His pre-existence is implied. * The
certainly not a real, living dove, but in appear-  voice of God resounds in the ear and heart of .
ance and motion retembled one. The com- | Jesus, and reveals to him all that he is to-God
patison is not between the mode of descent | —the Being most lenderly beloved, beloved ae.
and the dove’s manner of fluttering in the air, | a father’s only sun; and consequentiy all that
but between the dove and the descending | he is called to be to the world—the organ of
glorious Object viewed geperally.  The | divine love to men, He whose mission it is to
narrative throughout emphasizes the renl, raise his brethren to the dignity of sons.”
objective character of the occurrence. John | (Godei). This is une of the passages which

saw it as well as Jesus qohn 1: 32), and if idistinctly imply the doctrine of the Holy -

others were present they, doubtless, were also | Trinity. ,

‘ PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. We shold prepare our hearts o receive | " 3. Zlere nust be an everlosting separation.
Clrist.  John was more than a prophet; he | detween those who belicve in Christ and those.
did not so much foretell the Messiah as point | wha refuse fo accept him as their Saviour.
him out amongst the men of his day. Much | Christ will be like the winnower in the open
as the nation prayed for its Deliverer it was not | air threshing-floor, casting up the mass against
ready to receive him. In religion the people | the wind to separate the chaff from the wheat,
were mainly Pharisees, Sadducees, or Essenes and gathering the one into his garner, but
~—formalists, sceptics or mystics. The Messi-  setting fire to the other until it be utterly con-
anic ’hope was essentially a political aspiration.  sumed. The gospel is a savor of life unto life. -
John’s work was fo recall the minds of .the ,to those who accept it, and,.on the ot_her hand,
people to the spiritual character of the King: | it dooms to a more dreadful destruction those

+dom of God and-the heart-conditions of  who, having heard its gracious message, refuse

citizenship in it. Those who were ‘‘baptized” | tu submit their hearts to Christ. The dis- -
with John’s views, readily gathered around , tinction between the two classes may not -
Jesus, but those who rejected him were the | always be very clearly defined in this life, but
men who had failed to grasp the significance of | at death, and manifestly at the judgment, he
" John’s mission. If Jesus is'to be our Deliverer | he will separate the sheep from the goats. To-
. frour sin "we must give orr hearts to him by | the one he will say: ** Come, ye blessed,” and
repentance and sincerely submit ourselves to, to the other: ** Depart, ye cursed.” ‘“And-
" his holy law, i these shall go away into everlasting punish- -
2. The Holy Spirit deanses the heart from  ment, but the righteous into life eternal.” -
sin. John did not profess. to do more than l (Matt. 25: 46). . - .
afford the people an opportunity of shewing by ‘ 4. We cannot escape the penalty of sin by
an expressive rite that they desired cleansing i getting angry with God or his menisters. *°If
from the sins that they confessed. But heja preacher rebukes other people for their
romised that the Coming One would admin- | wrong-doing, commend him; he is doing a
ister an effectual baptism that would cleanse, ; good work faithfully.  If he pointsout your .
quicken and inspire. The baptism with water ; evil-doings, stop his mouth, 1f you can; he
is a sign and a pledge of the inward Laptism of | ought to be ashamed of himself for meddling
the Spirit. The one condition of his cleansing ;| with other people’s business.  That is the way
and life-giving power is faith in Christ. If we | that most persons look at the mission of the,
believe in, and give  our hearts to Jesus, the | preacher.  Only now and then thereis a pew-
Holy Spirit will cleanse us from sin. But we | holder who has the power to shut up a preacher
- must really wish for this and try to overcome } @5 soon as he becomes too personal in his |
sin, or He can do nothing for us. Our bap- | preaching ; but the spirit of Herod so far has_ -
tism will be an empty ceremony, so far as we | by no means died out of the community. If
are concerned, unless the Holy Spint follows , our practices are out of harmony with the
_ 1t with his cleansing. ©= Our Heavenly Father i teachings of a man of God, there are two ways
will give the Spirit to those who ask him. of trying to put an end to the discrepancy one
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ix hy improving our practices, the other is by
silencing the preacher.  The second of these
methods is usually, more agreeable to us than
the first, and we are glad to adopt it if we can.
There js where we agree with old Herod.”
{Trumbull), .

5 7/»’.\':1: S fulfilled all vightcousness™ on
our behalf.  Matthew tells us that John hesi-
wted to
but that Jesus overcame his scruples by saying:

¢ Suffer It to be so now; for thus it becometh !
Just hecause !
he had no sin Christ was able fo ¢ fulfil alt!
righteousness.”  In this ordinance he gave his ¢
.sanction to the work of John; stamped with |

us to fulfil all righteousness.™

ADDED POINTS.

1. John would not build up a reputation
upon a false basis, -
2. The Lumblest service for Christ isa very
great honor. :
We may make the common aflairs of

: L i life speak to us of God and duty.
ptize Jesus, knowing who he was, |

. It is a great sin in those who have been
bapnzed with water to refuse to he baptized
with the Ioly Spirit. ’

‘The first and alsolutely ngeessary con-
hition of this baptism is repentance.
o, If we arec not renewed by the IHoly

“-him? What testimony to Jesus did he then bear? (John 1: 34).

his appraval the public confession of sin by the | Spirit we cannot be saved.

people, and was himseif consecrated to the; 5, Lvery wue teacher of the gospal will

work of which John was Jaying the foundation. | .t Chnst in the foreground and warn sinners

gﬂt}: in his life m;)d ;ﬂl?ﬁ ‘I’;‘?lhl%hnsfl obe%'ed , of the inevitable consequences of refusing him,
€ law on our behall. Is litle oif pertect 9 LN ) .

obedjence supplied for us the ground of merit b; :’E;czlslot\(l)lcé;lg our duty and leave the

which our first parents had forfeited, and his | €OP5€qUe : .

wtoning death satisfied the claims of divine! 9. ‘eshould not unly give our hearts to

justice againstus, Because Jesus died our sins | Chnst, but we shuuld make a public profession

are forgiven; because Jesus lived we are of our faith. i

sons of God through him—* accepted in the ] 10. To all who are Christ’s brethren God -

Beloved.” . ) is saying ¢ ** Thou art my beloved son.”

BETWEEN THE LESSONS.,

How old was John the Baptist when he began his ministry ? 'Where did he at first preach?
What prophecy did he fulfil? How was he clothed ? What was his foad? What was the
effect of his preaching? Wha! did he say to the Pharisees and Sadducees? What 1o the
mple? to the publicans? to the svldiers? Ilow did he describe the coming of the Messiah ?

at is meant by baptism with fire? What parable of our Lord’s resembles John's words

_ here? In what sense did John preach ** the gospel 2 Why was Jesus baptized? On what

ot}}er occasions did a voice come to him from heaven? Who alone scem to have heard this
voice? Was John expecting to see this manifestation of God’s presence? What did it tell

t
.

. ‘ THE BLACKBOARD.
BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD
WORK WITNESSES
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THE END.
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r/ H @B}x&: ne Tim.”? ~—Adapted from Illustrative Notes..

LESSON IV—dJanuary 26th, 1896, -

The Early Ministry of Jesus. LUKk 4: 14-22,
) (Commit to memory verses18 and 19). ’
GoLpeN TEXT: ¢ His word was with power.” Luke 4: 32.
Prove THAT—We should go to church regularly. Heb. 101 25,
: ' o (14)



" SHORTER CATECHISM, Quest, 42.  What is the sum of the tew commandmenis? A, The
sum of the ten commandments is, To love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all
our soul, with all our strex%th, and with all our mind ; and our neighbor as ourselves.

LessoN HYMNS. Childven’s Hymnal. Nos. 83, 69, 87, 38.

" DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. Early Ministry of Jesus. Luke 4: 14-22. Tuesday.
The ministry rejected. Luke 4: 23-32. Wednesday  Ministry of mercy, Luke 4: 33-44.
Thursday. Tsaiah’s prophecy. Isaish 61. Friday. Ilindered by unbelief. Mark 62 1-6,
Saturddy. A Deliverer. Isaiah42: 1-8, Sadbath. Made free. Rom. 6: 15-23. (2%he L

~.B. R. A. Selections). PR oo —
EXPOSITORY NOTES.

"INTRODUCTORY. Immediatcly after his Laplism Jesus was tempted in the wilderness (42
1-13), after which he returned to Jordan and chosc his first five disciples (Jobn 13 35-55).
With these he went to Galilee where he changed water intu wine at the marriage in .Cana.
Visiting Jerusalem shortly after, at the. Passover, he expeiled ihe traders who profaned the
temple Ly their presence (John 2: 12-25), and was visited by Nicodemus (John 3: 1-21). e
raturned to Galilee through Samaria, and his interview with the woman at Jacob’s well took'
place on this journey (John 4: 1-26). 1lis fame had preceded him and he was cordially wel.
comed. At Caba he healed the son of a nobleman who lived at Capernaum, and in his pro-
‘gress through the cities of Galilee comes once more to the town in which he had spent :his -
childhood. He is now entering upon the second year of his ministry, the year of his.greatsst

) popularity. About this time, John the Baptist was thrown into prison, and his work: as
. .~ Christ’s forerunner came to a close. - . C

" Lgsson Praw. I The Fame of Jesus. vs. 14-16. IL A Prophecy of Jesus. Vs.
17.19. IIL The Preaching of Jesus. vs. 20-22. . . .

. 1. TueFamegor Jesvs. 14. AnddJesus | incidents of our lessun at a later period in-

- returned in the power of the Spirit unto  the ministry of our Lord.  But those who have -
Galilee —The phrase ¢‘the power of the Spirit” - arranged this series of lessons for us take the..
indicates a new phase in the life of the Son of | view that they uccurred at the beginning of his.
Man, a rhange from its former tenor as striking | work in Galilee, because they afford a satisfac-. -

- 8§ that which passed over the Apostles on the | tory explanation of his removal from Nazareth .

. day of Pentecost, when new powers of thought | to Capernaum. They have accepted Luke’s:
" and utterance were developed which had been | order of events in preference to that of Matthew:
" latent {(Rom. 15: 13). (Elicott). The Spirit and Mark. Sume hold that there were two.
,Qj which came upon him at his baptism manifests | visits to, and rejections at, Nazareth, but (1)"it
.. gmcious words. Galilee is viewed as the have Leen spuken and the same answer given
*- starting point and chief scene .of our Lord's' in such exactly corresponding terms on two
ministry (Acts 10: 37; Luke 23: 5). And|occasions; or (2) that Jesus would have -

. . there went out a fame of him through  marvelled at their unbelief after experiencing .
allthe region round about - His words had ; the viglent treatment here narrated ; and (3) -
touched men’s hearts and his miracles aston-  the miracles mentioned by the other .two

" 'ished them (Matt. 4¢ 23-25; John 2: 23; 4: 45). | ¢vangelists do not_contradict our Saviour's -

; 15. And he taught in their syna-|wordsas given by Luke, for they were com-. -
-gogues, being glorified of all---The word | paratively insignificant, exciting the desire for ~
“He” is emphatic. *“ He himself” in contrast , something more marvellous. here he had ..

. with the rumor about him. (Farrar). 1Iis repu- | been brought up—Christ must have entered:;
- _tation had prepared the way for him. (Godet). | the familiar synagogue with the deepest emo-
The subject matter of his preaching was a cpn- | tions. The memories of his own childhood and .
“tiniation of John’s message (Matt. 4: 17).  youth,thuse onevery hand whom hehad known -
< The synagogue services were mainly for the pur- and who knew him from infancy, the sacred desk .
. - pose of instruction in the Word of God. The  and ancient rolls from which he had learned to -
" 'dawn of the day of work was bright. Wonder, , recognize his Father's voice calling him to his- -

.. -admiration, glory waited on the new prophet, lung-foretold work,the change ofimmeasurable, .

* ._"Soori, however, when his preaching involved  indeed infinite, significance which had come

-+ "a‘deinand on man’s faith and obedience beyond | over him since he last took part as one.of:

" .'what they had expected, it aroused opposition, | themselves in the sacred exercises, all this -

. * and the narrative that follows is the first stage | would fill him with the most earnest yearning-. - :
of that ant.:i;ohism. 1Elicott). N over their spiritual welfare, and the most ardent,

18, And he came to Nazareth - Thecity desire to preach to them the acceptable yeas of

itself in full power in his mighty acts and  is very uniikely that the same words would .

“which as_the home of Jesus for nearly thirty , the Lord. And, as his custom was, he . -~
.. " years stands at the slope of a precipituus hill | went into the synagogue on the Sabbath. - -

;. about 66 miles north of Jerusalem and 14 west day Either his custom,of attendingthe syra:-
of the Sea of Galilee. At this time Galile: | Buguc un the Sabbath, or of standing up to read
was very populous, and Nazareth was a con-  atthe service. The finst is the most naturak

* siderable town of probably over 10,000 inha- | And stood up for to read—It wouldap )

.. Dlitants, Many commenta' rs place the,asif Jesus stond up, thus pﬁ"erjng:himselpfe:.fszz .

B S (15) - . ST
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the reader for the day, an offer which was at
once accepled. It was customary for the
presiding clder to request any seemingly com-

tent stranger to address the congregation
mcls 13: 15)

II. - A ProrHECY oF JEsus. 17. And
there was delivered unto him the book
of the prophet Esaias—The books of the

) the captives—The gospel is like the sound
- of Jubilec trumpets, {Lev, 25: 10). Compare
. John 8: 32-36 and Rom. 6: 16-18. And re+
covering of sight to the blind - We per-
 ceive the real evil of sin and our danger from it
,only when the guspel of Christ has touched
our hearts, (s, 119: 18; Prov. 4: 19; Acts
26. 18; Lph.

: 18). To set at liberty

Old Testament were on separate rolls of parch- . them that are‘t)ruised -(Isa. 58: 6; Matt.

-ment, kept in a painted box called **the ark.”  11: 28-30; Isa. §5: 1-4). Those who are

The=ﬁgst lesson from the pentateuch had ll:cen , crushed under the sad burdens which sin im-
read by some one else, and now the clerk, or , poses.
assistant, who had charge of ** theark™ handed , 19, To preach the acceptable year of
to Jesus the roll from which the second lesson the Lord. - The year of Jubilee was the type of

for the day was to be taken. Lsams 1s the , the guspel dispensation. A time in which God

Greek form of Isaiah, And when he had | will shuw his willingness to accept those who

- opened the book he found the place cume tv hum through Christ. (2 Cor. 6: 25
" where it was written— Ismah 61: 1, 2. Isa. 49: 8; Eph. 1: 6, 20). Nutice that he

'I;hxsh pas;a;:bo ’v‘e 1}5} llx;ken fron}t) the portxon,ducsknut} ﬁotblsh the quuw.uoti;l He does 20&

of the book which some think was notspeak of God's vengeance on his enemies, but

written by Isaiah, but by some later prophet. : his luve and pity for the suffering. '

Qur Seviour’s use of it stamps it as inspired,, III. THE PREACHING OF JEsus. 20,

whoever wrote it.  The immediate meaning of , And he closed the book and gave it

the prophet was the deliverance of the nation : again to the minister—R, V. “‘the attend-
from captivity. The higher or ** Messianic,”  ant.” Ile rolled up the scroll and gave it to
n}ez«;‘ning is unfolded in ourrliord'a applicatiun | the officer Khé) had fihnrge ofI the sacred manu-
of the words to himself.  ‘* The meaning of this scripts.  And sat down It was customary
prophell)ic cnle:;ion may lée beuel; scm:i,dw hclx_x we, !I\‘) }:u when addrcsl?inghan audietr)xce as a teacher.
remember that it stands in the nuddle of the | This was a sign that he was about to expound
third great division of the book of Isaiah (chaps. | the passage. ~ And the eyes of all them

49-66), and that, viz., which comprises the pro-  that were in the synagogue were fast-

* phecies of the person, office, sufferings, triumph , ened cn him- His natural and reverent

andchurch of the Messiah;—and thus by implic- manner and R's impressive reading would

ation announces the fulfillment of all that went awaken anticipatives in their minds of some-

:)efl'?rea in {n_;lm who then ;uidtes,laed Lhcm.;’ . L{:ing different from what was usually heard in
Alford). ere was a regular **lectivnary,” that place.

- or prescribed course of lessons for every day,  21. And he began to say unto them—
but the language indicates that the passage was **.A sulemn beginning™ (Bengel), indicating the
accidentally, or intentionally a departure frum , calm dignity with which he made this astound-
the regular course.  This section is now read ing announcement.  Alford and others think'
by the Jews on the great day of atonement, that it means that the following words are only
but their present arrangement of lessuns was | the first words, ur synopsis, of a lengthy dis--
not in use in our Saviour’s time. rcourse. It corresponds rather with the

18, The Spiritof the Lord is upon me , eapression ** He upened his mouth and said.”

—~Beeverse 14 and Juhn 3: 34; I'. 45: 7; Isa. This day is this Scripture fulfilled—By

< 11; 23 Col. 1: 19, Because he hath an-, the fact l}:iu Jesus was now doing what it pre-
Olpted me—Prophets (1 Kings 19: 16) and dicted.  *“Tle explagne’fi th‘c‘ passage, and by
priests (Ex. 28: 41 230: 30) were consecrated | esplaining, fulfilled it. Our Lord most
by anoinung with oil. lence the expresion . completely verified the words of the prophet,
stands for the solemn setting apart o holy buth in their literal and spiritual meaning. He
duties, and the endowment with spintual  preached the go,sge] to the poor in fortune, the
qua.hﬁen%lons for tl;‘e (:llscharge olf lhe? (Heb. poor in sp{mt, a.n1 éhe }[‘)oorb in religious knowl.

. -x—’-‘g‘)i4reac?l Z;ggﬁidxtnges Exﬁipl(}aletr:ctke' ﬁotg; ::—gﬁtd afmde c}tl.‘enaxf(c:rte('i ihos?kggth ez\‘xsg ;ol:)e-
version of Isaiah. Proclaim gladness to those | pressed with calamity, diseas¢ and sin. e
1‘1‘1 mpkivi}y and distress. It includes the,gave sight tu the blind ; to those that sat in

r” rich as well as those who suffer pen- | darkness he disclosed at once the cheerful
ury. All who lack what 1s necessary to their | light of day, and the more glorious light of
real happiness, and are therefure objects of, divine truth.  To the captives, to them that
compassion to a benevalen. Being {Matt. 5. 3;, were bruised, he preached deliverance; he’
11z §). Poverty becomes plenty when the juy of | preached a doctrine which not only released
salvation gladdens the heart.  He hath sent | from spiritval bundage those that had been led
21?‘;; hgalxtzl;e l?_;ollaeg;hveha:;elg —t\MSu. 5‘1; . ::}.:plivel;;y th};:ir sms,[ bl;t 1di§;seddt2;°ugh%;t

3 Rom. 8: 12). The light wha ¢ death and | the earth such a spirit of mercy and humani
{éfsurr}t‘:ction of Chnist has thruwnLh upon a future | that the h%my chains of personal slavery weré
life cheers the dy g, cunsules the surrowmg, | gradually broken in most parts of the Christian
~and brings heaven with its glurified ones \czb) . wutld 5 and they, that had been for so many
near o us. To preach deliverance 20, ages Lriisd by the cruel hand of pagan mas.

(16)



ters, were at length set free.”  (Bishop Porte-
ous). We can hardly imagine a sese wan,
and it is impossible to conceive of a good man,
making this statement if it were not absolutely
true.  That Jesus was both sane angd good is
deyond question. His words confirm his
claims. *“This passage testifies decisively
that from the beginning of his ministey Jesus
already had the clear and certain consciousness
that he was the Messiah.”” (Meyer). In your
ears—*‘“ A concrete and individualizing mode
of expression,” added for the sake of vividness
and emphasis.  Compare ch. 1: 44; 9: 44;
Acts 112 223 Jas. 5: 4. v,

22. And all bare him witness--Testi-
fied in his behalf, Shewed by their counten-
ances and attention, as well as in conversation
with one another, that they recognized, with

_admiration and wonder, the marvellous attrac:

tiveness of his manner and words, And

wondered at the words of grace (R. V.)

—He spoke with sweetness and majesty.
Compare John 7: 463 Ds. 4?: 2, They won-
dered where he could have learned to” speak
like that (Matt, 13: 543 Mark 6: 23 ch, 23
473 John 6: 42). We need not confine their
commendations to his manner metely ; they
felt the beauty of $he sentiments that he
uttered, Which proceeded out of his
mouth —Another J;t@phic ** concrete mode of
expression.”  And they said, Is not this
Joseph’s son ?—That is, these words, or
the like, passed from one to the other, In
Jewish synagogues it was not considered im-
proper to make remarks upon what was said,
or even to interrupt the speaker with questions
and contradictions. Their words are given
more at length in A.atthew and Mark, * Their
villagé begparly pride cannot comprehend the
humility of the great One.” (Stier), **Who
is he that he shoukl lecture them in.-this
fashion.” . .

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. We should iry fo bring our friends to
Jesus, ¢ The home of his childhood has a
peculiar hold on 2 man all through his life-
time. His earliest impressions were received
there, and the scenes and the people of that
locality aided in his ** bringing u%.’ He can-
not but wish good to that plan: he cannot but

" be sensitive to the opinions of its people.

"Going back to one’s boyhood’s home after a
long absence, is an epoch in any man’s life-
time. Well would it be if every man, at such
a time, had the desire to benefit his old town’s.

E %eople that actuated Jesus on his return to

azareth. Well would it be, also, if the peo-

_ ple in every communily were more ready than

" Sabbath day.

 Thisis not being like Jesus.

“a

% the later prophets seem to describe his life

5 .
death as if they saw all the scenes enacted -
before them in some ‘‘enchanted mirror.”
More and more distinct their utterances become
until the place and date are definitely fixed.
Jesus now could say : ** This day is this Scrip:

,ture fulfilled.” The whole Bible speuks of
, Christ.  He is the inspiration of every page.

4. Jesus brings all blessings with him—
The usual interpretation of the passage read by

| Jesus, referred.it to the state of the people on .

the_rgturn from the captivity, but nething
experienced by them at that time in any way
came up to the glowing language of the
rophecy. Theit condition, as depicted in the
oks of Ezra and Nehemiah, was-often very

the people of Nazareth, to profit by the words  unhappy. In the intervening centuries they
of truth brought to them by one who was|endured severe oppression, and when- our
-brought up among them.” (Trumbull). Saviour came they were crushed. hopelessly -

2, We chowld attend God's khouse on the |under the Roman power
““Jesus had a habit of church- | interpretation of the words was the spiritual
going. It was a good habit to have. Who- | one and their meaning was realized only when
ever is without this habit misses a great deal | the gospel of Jesus was preached. Almost all

of good. Some men go to church only when | the blessings, of 4 temporal character, that we . . -

there, is tobe a special sermon, or unusually | enjoy, are either the result of the Christian
good singing, or an anniversary exercise, or a  religion or are enhanced by it, while every
funeral, or when they feel like going. This is | faculty of our nature receives new life and
not having a custom of church attendance. , energy from his love in our hearts.

He who hatss.|t 5. One may admire an eloguent sermon .
habit of church-going, has a love of church-, and yet have no heart for the gospel that is
going, which no occasional visitor at God’s  preacked. These people of Nazareth wandered
house can have or understand. Love of a at the gracious words of Jesus, yet they were

The only real ‘

good thing grows with the habit of doing that
thing,” (Trumbullj. -
3. The prophets foretold about Jesus. The

4§ ' testimony of Jesus was the Spirit of prophecy.
~ From the time of the Fall the

I;‘romnsed Seed
was kept in view. Enoch prophesied of Jesus
{Jude 14). Noah was presefved in order that
God’s promise of redemption might not be
thwarted. Abraham saw the day of Christ
and Jacob told of the Shiloh who was to come.
How sweetly David and the other psalmists
sang of Him who was the Hope of Israe], ang
an

filled with rage at the humbling - truths he.
spake. So men reject Christ still. - They are

not willing to acknowledge his high claims. If - .

he will be content with their patrenizing ad:
miration they will be pleased, but they will .-
not surtender to him the-whole life, so that-
his Jove shall be the one absorbing passion of
the soul. If they would be allowed some claim
on God’s favor, because of their own righteous-
ness, they would gladly accept a salvation that
they felt they, in some measure, deserved ; but
to confess utter unwoythiness and takeitas a
gift of sovergign grace,. goes sorely against-the -
. AN

e o o .
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priin with them.  So our churches are often 6. How the gospel blesses the poor

filied with those who are there merely becaust ' », How it binds up broken-hearts.
taste or custom brings them, not because they | % ywepa captives it sets free,

rer for Christ, o
hunger for Chr . . What the eyes, opened by it, sce.
ADDED POINTS, . -, .
10, Frcm what oppressive burdens it sets

;1. The source of efficiency in teaching. frce:
2. . Taking port in prayer-meeting. * . . ,

" 3. Formalion of cﬁ'urch-goin habits. X5 Qur guilt in refusing Christ compared
4. Special claim of our own church to our | With that of the people of Nazateth.

icgular attendance, 12, Unapprecinted good people amongst

%, Familiarity with the Bible, so as to find | us.
the place readily.

.-

e e

. © BETWEEN THE LESSONS. _
;‘(thxe'was esus .* led by the Spirit® immediately after his baptism? Give the three

“ temptgtions and Christ’s answer to each? Is there any hint given that Satan intended to re-

turn to him (Matt, 1: 11)? To whom did John point out Christ? What did he call him?
Who were the first five disciples? How was each one brought to Christ? Describe the first
mieacle of Jesus. Why did Jesus go up to Jerusalem soon afier the miracle? Elow did he
shew his indignation at the profanation of the temple? What answer did he give when
challenged as to his authority to do this? Was his meaning understcod then? Who visited -
Jesus By night at thigtime?” Why did he come at night? Why did Jesus 1-turn to Galilee
(Yohn 4: 1)?7 What hotable interview did he hold on his way thither? What happened to
Jobn the Baptist at this time (joi» 42 43)2 What miracle did Jesus work Lefore he arrived at

- Nazareth (John 4: 46, 47)?

| THE BLACKBOARD. -
‘ ' GLAD TIDINGS

FOR THE
ROKEN HEARTED.
, OUND.
S LIND.
::1: HER RUISED.

eyt

| C O “Fow is the accepted tinre.”

©"". " OUR TEACHER’S COURSE FOR 1896,

’

- Last year we asked our teachers to read careiully Morrisou’s Hand-book on ¢ The Art of
Teaching as applied to the Sabbath-schuol,”™ Those who did sv, guided by the masterly treat-
nient of the topics by l’rincipal Kirkland, will have a higher idea of their calling than evér be-
fore, an d a more earnest desire to equip themselves for their work. In pursuance of the Gen-
eral Assembly’s plan, we shall tuke up Redford’s ‘¢ Christian E-idences” for 1896. This
book should be read at the sate of about six pages per week. By thase whe follow 2 plan of
fifteen or twenty minutes daily reading, it can easily be mastered in six months.  Those who
can afford more time would do well to procure Redford’s larger work, *° The Christian’s plea
against Modern Unbelief.” The whole subject will be treated in an independent manner on
another page by the Rev. Prof. Ross, of Presbyterian College, Montreal, who will, however,
assume that his readers have made themselves familiar with the text-bool,, up to the point undér

consideration. Whilst it cannot be expected that the majarity of our Sabbath-school teachers =

shouid be able to answer all the cavils of infidelity, it will strengthen faith, and put an end tr
wnworthy-fears for ** the ark of Gud,"™ if all will thuroughly mark *“ the strong towers, walls an.
bulwarks” of our Zion. We stand within the impregnable fortress of divine truth, and have no
reason t6 ** apologize ” for our faith.’

CooE T ; (18)
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Conducted by GEORGE . ARCRIBALD, Supeﬁnt.endem St. Matthew's S, S,y Montrcal,;Qu‘é_ s
o

PRIMARY PREVIEW-—TIRST QUARTER, 1896 SRS

“OLDEN TEXT: * Whosoever shall confess me before men, him sha’l the Sor of man also
confess before the angels of God.” Luke 12: 8, . .

PrLAN For REVIEW:—Cover n board about four feet square, with tailor’s black pattern

paper. In the centre make a white or gold cruss, cut the words ** confessing Jesus™ out of
bright red paper and paste the letters under the cross, or onit,  As each lesson is taught add

to the chart, n a circle around the cross the symbols and words for the lessons successively as.

as you come to them, to recall the truth taught. Review this every Sunday and thus lead up

to the lesson of the day. When you come to the last lesson your Review will.be complete.. .

Remember it takes three months to prepare a Review.,

LESSON I—danuary bth, 1686,
. \

The Forerunner of Christ, LUkt 1: 5-17. o
1. GoubEN Text: *Thou shall go before the face of the Lord to pregare his ways ”
Luke 1: 76 L
II. PREVIEW THOUGHT: Preparing for Jesus. el
III. LEssoN STory: Two Sundays ago our lesson story was about the birth of the-b&‘lgxx

esus, and this week it is about another baby who was going to be born. This baby was-bot
fore Jesus, and though not just in the same place, it was in the same country of Palestifie,

in the hill country of Judea. Herod the Great was the king there, and there, lived.a man
named Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth. They were both good people, who loved, Fod and |

o

1 [

B walked in his ways, They had lived together for many years, and were now getting pret§
" old and did not have any children. Zacharias was a priest, and when his tura came he burned .

incense in the temple. This incense was made of sweet smelling spices, and as it-burned and .

3
&
o

the flames went up, it was a sign that the Emyers of the people went up to.God, Zacharin§:

) must have prayed for a son, for one day as he was burning the incense in the Holy Place, and-

. the people were praying outside in the courts, an angel came to him and stcod on, the~ight - -

{

@ side of the altar of incense. When Zacharias saw him he was afraid, but the angel said *“fear =
® - not Zachaxias for thy prayer is seard, and you shall have a son” and shall call him Johp: ~ -

§ Betold him too that this son would bring joy and gladness, and many wculd rejoicé at his

birth, for-he was to be the forerunner of Jesus, that meant that he was to come before Jesus

3 ~ and tell the people who had done wrong to repent,

With wooden blocks build the temple, courts, altar of incense, etc. Have & colowred stick
R for Zacharias and auother of a different colour for the angel. Or show chart of the temple, . -
k- courts, furniture, altars, priests, robes, etc. . R : R
f | .IV. APPLICATION, In essiern countries, when a king was coming, people were sent out
hefore him to make the way, or roads smooth and straight and all ready before he camealong.

; ; - - ! (Makerokd dr way
and tettering as .
d shown in- cut),

v . . . ] RN . 3 j"( )
FORERUNNERS MADE , —4—7"7 .

. for one greater, to

N

o

. . NG . John was' sent to' . - \
. /tﬁf%’ffé’-“" T R prepare the<way .

) @ prepare the hearts
l of the people for

KingJesus, Their, -

JOHN -

of God, they had ~

THE FORERUNNER M3 o5 | Nkt in e sight

sinsin hem, (draw
B heart and write

m “sir.” in it) and

L Tne rgarSHenrrs BN
Is MiNEREADY: FokR KinG JESUS

-not want to have
their sins in their |
) — .
. mfor having them there, and ask Go

hearts any morg,

; 3 but must be soiry
d.to take them all out, so that their hearis might te veady.. -
v (9) HAEIRAE AN

Y
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. tob: filled with faith and love for his Son who was coming, (Rub out *‘sits” and write
‘“veady” in heart). Jesnshas come now. Ar’ we ready and willing to do what he wants
“ustodp? Arc our hearts-loving and trusting him? Is there sclfishuess, or pride, or any-
thing élse inthese hearts that keeps them from being ready for Jesus? 1f there is, let us come
to him, and believing that he will do it, ask him to lake out anything and everything that is
there, that he does not like, and make them ready for his use, ready for him to come and live
in and take care of and keep and guide.
“ Kecp thou my way O Lord;
. Myself I cannot guido;
Nor dave I trust my steps
One moment from Thy side.”

LESON ll—dJanuary 12th, 1896."
The Boy Jesus., LUKE 2: go0-52.

I. GoLpexs TEXT: * Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and |

.-man.”  Luke 2: 52.
II. PrEVIEW THOUGHT: Growing like Jesus,

IIl. REeviEw: What were the names of the parents of John? What was John sent to
do? How was the way prepared in the east when a king was coming? How can boys and .

4 .gitls prepare their hearts for Jesus ? )
~IV. INTERVENING Evgnts: Zacharias was struck dumb. The annunciation to Mary.

e Mary’s visit to Elizabeth. “Birth of John the Baptist. The annunciation to Joseph (Matt. I:

1825)i+ The birth of Jesus. The annunciation to the shepherds. The circumcision. The
resentation in the temple. The visit of the Magi. Matt, 2: 1-12. The flight into Egypt.
%‘he return to Nazareth, ’

-V, 'LrssoN STORY: After the return from Egypt and settling at Nazareth, we do not hear
anything more about Jesus until we come to this beautiful story in our lesson to-day. From it
we learn that Jesus grew strong and wise. Joseph and Mary were in the habit of going to
Jerusalem every year to the feast of the passover, and when Jesus was twelve years of age they
took him with them, as it was the custom for buys at that age to go with their parents, As
his parents were returning home, they thought that Jesus was with some of their friends in the
company, and until they had been a day’s journey from Jerusalem, did not find out that he
was not with them, Then they returned to Jerusalem and searched for him three days hefore
they found him. At last they found him sitting in the midst of learned men hearing them and
asking them questions. When his mother spoke to him and asked him why he had stayed
behind instead of coming along home with them he said ‘‘How is it that ye sought me?
Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” On a sandmap of Palestine make
a roag from Nazareth to Palestine. Have a small white wooden, or cardboard cross to repre-
sent Jesus, small pieces of coloured cardboard, or sticks, for Joseph, Mary and other people,
and a block, or bf)ocks, of wood, forthe temple. As you describe the journey, take these
;‘epres%mau:x;s a- ’ — _—

ong the to SR ; ) . :
the temple (which J ESUS GREW : A wiLLGrow

you have placed

at Jerusalem). On i c o LIKE i .
the returnjourney, 3 Wis E R L ﬂ .
bring those of Jo- :

seph, Mary, and STRONG
company of peo- : )

ple back along the B LOVARLE.
road till you come @ .

to the part of the § .
story where Jesus
is missed. Then
take representa-

;","a“jy:‘ga";fl’;‘;;‘f P . BETemperate - .. B
to the temple, ' RO . v
and after they B Lo ) ’ KEEP HiMNEAR
have found Jesus, C . . . )

bring all back to . - . . .
Nazareh.  Or, on the blackboard draw a map of Palestine, draw a’coloured line for the road
from Nazareth to Jerusalem, with a few lines make a rough sketch of the temple, and dots
along the xoad for the g::ople going to the passover. Cut out small pieces of coloured j iper
or cardboard, for Joseph and Mary, and a white piece in the form ofp a cross for Jesus.” As
you describe the journey, pin these on the bo;u’d) at the appropriate places,

20
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VI. ArPLICATION. We have been leatning about Jesus when he was a boy, Although
he was God’s Sor  he was just like other boys.  He ate and drank and slept and played and
enjoyed life just a. ther boys, but he was always a good bay. He knew God was.his Father
and he was always trying to do what God his Father would like him to do. In our -Golden
Text we learn that he increased in wisdom and stature, and infavor with God and man. That
means that he grew wise and strong and lovable. Boys and girls wouldn’t you like to grow
like Jesus? Youcan! If you want to grow zise like Jesus, (write *“wise® on board) while
you are at school be diligent and try to learn all you can, but in all your studies
de not forget the best of all studies, God’s Word. Study that well, for it tells about the best
" kind of wisdom, that wisdom that is * more Precious than rubies, and all the things thou

can’st desire are not to be compared unto her.” (Pin a picture of a Bible with God’s word
printed or written in it, on board). If you want to-grow strang like Jesus (write ‘‘ strong® on
board) remember the leason we learned not long ago about being temperate, and (write *be
temperate ” on board) be temperate in all things, so that our bodies may be pute and grow .
strong-and it to be about God our Father’s business as Jesus was. If you want to grow -
‘ouable like Jesus (write ““lovable ” on board) come and give your Lzt to him.and ask him to
keep near us and fill our hearts with his love (pin a heart with a cross in it on the board),
‘then you will want to be kind and loving to everybody, and will:be in favgr-with-God and man.

.LESSON lil—January 19th, 1896.

The Ministry of John the Baptist. Luke 3: 15-32.

I. GoLDEN TEXT: ¢ Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the*world.’;
John 1: 29, ' : - o

II. PreEview THouGHT: Pointing to Jesus.

HI. ReviEw: What kind ofa boy was Jesus? When his parents found him what did
he say? What did he mean by saying, T must be.about my Father’s business.” How can
boys and girls please their Father in heaven? -

IV. TLessoN STory: Eighteen years have passed away since’our last lesson. Both Jesus
and John had grown up tobe men, and were about thirty years of age, John being -about six
months older than Jesus. John the Baptist did: not live, nor dress, nor eat just like other men.,:
He went out into-the wilderness and made his home there, he was dressed in coarse clothing
made of camel’s hair and he lived on locusts-and wild honey that he found there; God gave
him a special command to preach to the people because he wanted them to-be sorry and. give

up-their sins and-allow Christ’s love into their hearts. Those who did this were to-be baptized - -

with water. The people were so much-interested in John’s life and preaching and work, that.
~ they thought perhaps that he was the promised Christ, for they were expecting a king. But
John would not -allow them to give:any honour to him, but told them that one was coming -
after him so great and so good that he was not worthy even to stoop down and .unloose the
latchet of his shoes. He meant Jesus and he Was preparing for him. One day Jesus came
and was baptized hy John in the river Jordan. As he was praying the heaven was-opened and
the Holy Ghost descended in.a bodily form, and a voice-came out of heaven, ** Thou art my
beloved Son, in thee T am well:pleased. . o

V. APPLICATIGN. Our ceniral trath is pointing to Jesus.” The ‘olden Text is
‘“Behold the Lamb of God, ich { the sin of the world.” John said these
g words and pointed
toJesus. Letusim-
press thetruth upon
the child-mind, that
no-matter-haw.small
we may be, we can
all point to Jesus.
Thismaybeimpress-
ed deeplyby the use
of hands puinting to
{esus, the Lamb
of God. Cut six
hands out uf paperor
cardboard and pin
them on the black-
board. The first
one might be the
largest,and let each
succeeding one dim-
R R O M inish in size until'a
*‘Mary” is.used. * Get the children tohold up thé:r litile handyin the attitude -
(1)

very tiny one for
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of pointing, and teach them that their lives, their actions, and their words will point Letter to
~ Jesus than their hands. John the Baptist’s life pointed” to Jesus better thun his hand did.
- People-are watching the lives of little Christians, and they should be always pointing to Jesus.

©

LESSON IV—danuary 26th, 1896,

» The Early Ministry of Jesus. LUKE 4: ‘14-22.

s

I. GorueN TEx3: .* His word was with puwer.’
L 'PreVIEW THOUGHT: Speaking li' Tesus.

- III. Review; Houw was John the Bi .ot dressed? What did he eat?  What shews his
h\:lmility? What should my life do for others? )

¥V. INTERVENING RVENTS: Abont fifteen months have elapsed since our last lesson.

- After the baptism came the temptation. The testimony of John to Jesus, and pointing to him
as the Lamb of God (John 1: 19-34). Gaining the first disciples (John 1: 35-51), The first
miracle at marriage at Cana in Galilee (John 2: 1-11). Svjourn in Capernaum (John 2: 12).
Jesus® first passover (John 2: 13).  First cleansing of the temple (John 2: 14-16). Jesus’ dis-
course with Nicoderous (John 3: 1-21). Jesus and s disaiples tarry and baptize in Judea

" {John-3: 22), Further testimony of John (John 3: 23-26). ~Jesus’ departure from Judea to.
* Galilce (John 4; 1-3).  Discoutse with the woman of Samaria (John 4: 4-26). Many Samar-
itans believe {John 4: 39-42). - . -

Luke 4: 32.

,

1

. V. .LessoN 3TORY: As Jesus returned to Galilee in the puwer of the Spirit, reports of his
marvelous doings spread rapidly and likely everybody talked and wondered about him. He
went into the synagogues and taught the people. Soon he went to Nazareth, the place where
he had spent the days of his boyhood and young manhood. Here he was well known. He
had been in the Labit of %oing up into the synagogue when he lived there, and as was his
custom went up again, when the Sabbath day came. This time the ruler of the synagoypue-
handed him the book of the prophet Isaiah, and Jesus opened it and began to read it aloud.
In the portion which he read was the prophecy that the Messiah was to come. Then he told
them that he was the Messiah. When the people heard him they wondered at his gracious
words end said is not this Joseph the carpenter’s son? As Jesus spoke further with them they
were filled with wrath and rose up to thrust him out of the city, and led him to the brow of
. the hill that they might cast him down headlong. (Make a little sketch of the synagogue and

the hill; a small white cross for Jesus, and strokes or dots for the people).

VI. APPLICATION: Jesusalways spoke the trath. (Make a scroll such as Jesus read the
words of truth from and print truth on 1t).  We should always speak the truth. Because Jesus

spoke the truth
ab u§ himself, the
ople were angry |
gnedptried' to kgil}
him, but he was not
afraid and spoke it
alltheyame. Later
they made & crown § ,
of thomns {sketch
crown of thurns un

" JESUS ALWAYS - [ WiLL ALWAYS
board), and placed S L
it on Jesus’ head, "IN _S_POK? R . SPEAK

-

and later still they 1=
nailed him to the
cross (make cross §8
onboard)for speak- X
ing the truth : but AN
he spoke’ it all the S
same, for he knew P ) .
that it was right. R , 0 : -
Sometimes people H— e S
may dislike us {write dislike on board), and try to harm us {(write harm on board) for speaking *
the truth, but all the same we must try to be brave and follow Jesus by always speaking the
truth.  {Erase *“crown,” “*cross,” **dislike” and ** harm,” leaving only on the board what
is shown in eyt). : -t -

(=2)
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| E oTalning.
5 ~ CHRISTIAN EVIDENOES.

TEST-BOOK : REDFORD’S “ PRIMER OF CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES.”

- j%wsls, NOTES AND ADD111ONS, by Rev. Professor Ross, B. D., Presbyterian College,

- Montreal, Quebec. .
]

INTRODUCTION.

The evidences of Christianity, that is the arguments employed, in defence of it, are usually
called Apologetics from the Apologies for the Christian’ religion addressed by some of the
early fathers to the heathen emperors, when our faith was proscribed and its adherents perse-

. cuted. Apology now meaas an excuse for sumething wrong or improper, but then it meant a

vindication of the beliefs and conduct of Christians against the slanders of their enemies.

It is not proposed in this study of the subject to present the arguxpenté for the truths of nat-
ural religion, (2 e. the existence of God, &c.,) but only for those distinctive truths of Christi-
anity which are common to all denominations of Christians. )

" A. DEFINITION OF CHRISTIANITY : The Chiristian religion is the system of belief and
conduct originated by Jesus Christ, set forth in the Bible, always believed and generally prac-

ticed in the Christian Church, and exemplified in the character of the Christian man. Thus
. there are four witnesses to be examined. ' '

B, THE CAusEs OF OPPOSITION TO CHRISTIANITY 3 T

1. in Early Days: (1) The State feared its political influence. (2) The. rival religions,
(Judaism and Classic Heathenis 1) were jealous of it. (3) Every grade of ancient
society had sume ground for hating it. )

IL Atthe Present Time. (1) 4 < /Heart. To acknowledge that Christianity is true

necessitates confession of sin, whic: « intensely humiliating to many.  This wrong moral
bias (@) clouds the full force of the vvidence, and () sets the will in opposition to what
is clearly seen. (2) Discontent with the present constitiion of society. Many, who
desire to better the condition of the poor by sogial changes, think Christianity stands in
the way. Their opposition o it rests on the following misconceptions : (2} That true
Christianity is responsible for the abuses of our social system. (5) That Christians must,
. necessarily defend these abuses. (¢) That the sole object of Christianity is to prepatre
a man for another world. () That an outward scheme of social reform wilt cure the
ills which spiing fromsin. (¢} Thata condition of ¢atthly good will finally satisfy a
soul made.in the image of God. (3) Dissatisfaction with the errors and corruptions
of Chrasiiane Churches. Unbelief is often a reaction from (2} Superstition, (4) Intoler-
. ance of other Christians, (¢} Jealousy of the investigations of science or criticism, (@)
. Hard, mechanical dogmatism which is destitute of the Spirit of Christ. Inall these
cases the abuses of Christianity are identified with its fundamentals. (4) . A2achment
o certain Theories of Stience or Philosophy. (a) A theory of God which declares that
_ even if he does exist he can never be known. (8) A théory of the Universe which is
supposed to be fatal to Christianity. (¢} A theory of the nature of man which ‘makes
maral ubligation and religion both impossible. (@) A theory of the origin of the Bible
f;vhich reduces it to the level of other books. S

. - T HET R IS
THE PURIOSES SERVED BY 1HE LVIDENCES O CHRISTIANITY: (1) They remove

'difﬁ;‘u_l_ties from the minds of hunest inyuirers, (2} They leave the determined unpeliever.
. without excuse. (3) They justify the believer’s faith at the bar of his seasun. | (4). . They

shew how Christian truth can meet every new system of coror. st

D. THe KiND oF EVIDENCE 70 BE ExpEcTED: This is determined by the natdte of the

subject-and the limitations of the human mind. L . te
. . . o T

L. . We'have no right fo expect: (1). .\ lugicgl demonstration.. That is possible only

" in the case of such truths as have been assund.wr implicd.ja the principles with which

. ....a discussion begins. The «oppusite of any teuth whith has been demonstrated is not

.. oply false, but absurd and impossille. This.is not true .of.anything awhich depends on

probable evidence. (2) Evidence which will.compel the assent of every man. A

demonstration would scarcely accomplish this in the case of tl.ose whose hearts are in

violent revolt against the truths. (3) Evidence which will meet every objection which

can be raised. "In such a vast, complex subject, incidental difficulties may be left un-

solved, and yet the main line of truth may be reasonably well established.
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IL. We may expect: (1) Evidence which will esiablish that fuir degice of prolability
which forms the basis of action in other departments of life. (2) Lvidence which on
the moral side is capable of verification. We can see the effect which Christian truth
has upon many a sinner. (3) Evidenc. which is cumulative in its effect. When the
evidence is made up of many particulars all pointing to the same conclusion, the prob-
ability is very much increased and in many cases Lecumes an absolute cerlainty.

E. AN OurTLINE OF THE EVIDENCE TO BE PRESENTED;

1. The evidence of Jesus Christ, He is superior to all other men. 1. Jn Ads moral
character. (1) He claims sinlessness. (2) There is nothing in the narrative to
overthrow this clajm. (3) He displays a perfect character in a great variety of trying
circumstances. {4) The more fully his whole life is known, the greater, wiser and
holier does he appear. 2. Jn lus personal lhistory. (1) "He healed all manner of
sickness by a word, touch, or effort of will. (2) He wrought supernatufal changes
in the realm of nature. (3), On three occasions he raised the dead. (4) IHe rose
from the dead and ascended”lo heaven. 3. J/n the Jharater of his teackings. They
are, distinguished from the precepts of all other teachers by:-- (1) Originality. (2)
Simplicity. (3) Earnest tenderness. (4) Comprehensiveness. (5) Adaptativn to
the spiritual nature of every man. (6) The revelation of a relation of the soul to God
which becomes a mighty moral and spiritual force. 4. Ju2 ks influence or men. (1)
He has produced a great moral change in the world. (2) He has stamped his char.’
acter on%he best and holiest men. 3) His personal influence has held the Chijstian
church together for neariy nineter . centuries and is daily extending ite power. Such
a chaiacter and history cannot be accounted fur by any natural causes; therefore we
conclude that Jesus must be divine, .

1I. The evidence of the Bible and especially of the New Testament. . Zle
office of the Scriptures lo Christianity s thresfold. (1) They form a history of the facts
on which Christianity is founded. (2) They contain a statement of the doctrines be-
lieved by Christians. (3) They prescribe the rules of ubedicnce to Christ which
Christians ought to follow. 2. Ze claims which are made for these Scriptures. (1)
They are genuiae; that is, they were written at the age to which they are assigned, and.
by the men, or glass of men, to whom chey are ascribed. (2) They are authentic;
that is, they relate matters of fact as these really happened, and they have come down
to us substantially as their authors composed them. (3) They are of superhuman
authority. (4) Their teachings are Letter adapted tu the spiritual wants of men than

" those of any other book. - X

" IIL.. The evidence of the Christian chursh. (1) Since the days of Christ there has
always been a society believing the doctrines, practising the rites anl cxhibiting the
the character of Christian men. (2) Its members could not have learned this life from
their neighbors, fur Christian morality was far in advance of Pagan. Therefore it must
be traced back to the teaching of Christ and his immediate followers. (3) At the end
of the first century this suciety existed in many countries, and was everywhere in
possession of the books of our present New Testament. {4) It would have Leen im-
possible, between the death of Christ and the end of the first century, to have impused
upon this society a mass of legenda:y matter of a character wholly different from the
facts on which the church was at first founded. (5)  The central fact believed in by
all Christians, from the founding of the church, was the resurrection of Christ. (6)

_ This society has repeatedly shown the vitality and authority of the trath which is its
foundation, Ly throwing off the errors and corruption which have gathered around it,
. and returning to its primitive faith in Christ.

IV. The evidence of the Christian man. 1. e is a better man morally than sthers.
(1) IHe hes a deeper sense of the evil of sin. e shrinhs not only from the act but.
from the thought of evil. (2) He has a higher ideal of holiness. It is not a law, but
a living, perfect example. (3) He has.a more powerful motive to goodness. It is aot
merely a sense of honor and love to a personal Redeemer. 2. ZHe is happicr. (1)
His crushing, burden of guilt is removed by the atonement.  (2) e has an infinitely
2.+, perfect object of affection, . {3} He has a new conception of the purpose of all the

tnials of life. {4) His central ground of happiness is not affcted by death itself. 3.
. He s more usefrel. (1) Christ has revealed to him the true value of man. (2) His
response tu Christ’s love takes the form of service to man. (3) His own esperience
enables him to meet the decper needs of men. 4. AW these elements of karacter are
n proportion lo the simerity and strength of the mar's Christianity. (1) The hypo-
crite does not affect the argument.  He is not a Christiapn. (2) There is room in
.g{lrjstinnity for ceaseless progress.  (3) Any man, huwever degraded, may becume a
hristian,

~ e
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