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(OFFICIAL PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.

® Commons Staff and its Work—Biographical
Sketches of the Hansard Reporters,

'E publish in this number portreits
g of the members of the Official Re-
" porting Staff of the House of Com-
be“a; 2% mons. Under the new system they
a e officers of the House and hold their
ip;pt?mtmenls dircet from Parliament,in contra-
Netion to the contract system. The salaries
folloy, paid during next session will be as
re Ws:  Chief reporter, %1,500, assistant
NPOI'ters, $1,000 each; assistant to the chief
Porter $500. The (lobe in conunenting on
: Capabilities of the gentlemen composing the
the i)reaently said they included probably all
they ¢st talent, but it was doubtful whether
thej ¢ould be retained for any length of timeat
o, Balaties named. There is no doubt much
me‘;el;ﬂ the warning thus given. The gentle-
that ave accepted the positions in the belief
3t the drawbacks which have hitherto attend-
the publication of the official debates may
dltogether removed and success achieved.
instead of the reports being three or four weeks
; atn»ear.at the elose of the session, it is resolved
Vn? 2 daily issue shall be made and that bound
n Unes be ready a few days after prorugation,
o order ta aceomplish this desirable result the
adr;n of the Congressional Record has been
aké)tEd’ and  other measures have been
as N to insure rapid publication as well
Accurate reports. When these combin-
wmresults are obtained the ofticial reports
Taan, become  not only valuable as a per-
pub[?nt- record, but extremely useful to the
esi e journals, especially country weeklies,
l‘em:mg to publish in extenso the speeches of the
the Sentativesof their particular districts, That
E)'sg;“m be secured by the adoption of the new
port,r. under which able and experienced re-
been 1‘: familiar with Parliamentary work have
Popul rought together under a competent and
Pular Chiet, is already assured.
¢ subjoin brief notes on the * reporting ™
of the members of the official corpsa.

.

iiveg

Exitarinl and Cankrilatedx,
oo

R. G. BRADLEY, Chief Reporter. Son
of the late George Dradley, Esq., of
S Neweastle on Tyne, a leading news-

paper proprictor in the North of ¥ngland, and

a talented writer and reporter ; also inventor of

a system of shorthand, Was trained for the

press under his late father, and subsequently

held positions on English daily and weekly
journals. Having received a liberal offer to
join an American daily, Mr, Bradley crossed
the Atlantic to investigate the journalistic field
in Canada and the United States. His cis-
atlantic engagements have included reportorial
and editorial appointments on the Mail, the

Glohe, the Muntreal Guzette and the Chicago

Inter-Ocean.  Was associated with Messrs.

Burgess, George Holland and Samuel Hutchinson

in issuing the first official reports of the House

of Commons debates, in 1874. Was subsequently

a partner with Messrs. Richardson and Lumsden

in the publication of Hansard. Reported

officially many Commissions, Investigations,

&e. ; and was appointed by the Governments of

Great Britain, United States and Canadas, to

report the evidence and entire proceedings of the

Halifax Fishery Commission, during its four

months’ session. Mr. Bradley has filled the

positions of Secretary and President of the

Reporters’ Gallery of the Ontario Legislature.

In 1873 he was Secretary of the Parliamentary

Press Gallery, Ottawa, Last year he was un-

animously elected its President, a post which he

still oceupies, and which was held during his
early vears in the Gallery by his then employer,

Mr. Thos. White, M.P. ~ Mr. Bradley is in his

thirty-fifth year,

\R. ISAAC WATSON was born in the

County of Armagh, Ireland, in the

€ year 1839, and reared in Belfast.

Being attracted to the press, he began to learn

shorthand, not long after his arrivalin Montreal,

and in 1858, was qualified to write a sketch for

a newspaper or report a speaker of moderate

gpeed. In 1859, he became reporter for the

Commercial Advertiser, that has been e;cuoceeded

by the Star, working for the Advertiser three




34 THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.

years, when he joined the staff of the Montreal
Gazette. Mr. Watson did nearly all the short-
hand reporting for this newspaper till the
fall of 1865, being the only stenographer in its
employ. In this year he went to Oitawa, to
act as reporter and sub-editor of the 7'imes, just
started, which situation he quitted in the fol-
lowing summer, for similar employment on the
Quebec Chronicle. While attached to the Gaz-tte,
however, Mr, Watson was allowed to form
Sessional engagements with the proprietors of
the Quebec Chronicle, and in August, 1863, he
easayed Parliamentary reporting, continuing as
the Chronicle’s shorthand representative in the
gatlery till Ottawa became the seat of Govern-
ment, The events of the closing years of the
old union were,as most will remember, ex-
tremely important ; parties were nearly equal
instrength, each boasting many ab'e, earnest and
energetic men. Mr. Watson reported with Mr,
Edwards, now of the Congressional Globe staff,
for the Toronto Globe the first Session of the
Dominion Parliament, at Ottawa, shortly after
which, as already mentioned, he became a mem-
ber of the Quebec Clironicle staff, being promoted
to the editorial chair in the Summer of 1867.
He editeld this journal till the fall of 1872, when
he left it for some rest and travel, for the benetit
of his health. He worked for it as editorial cor-
respondentat Ottawa during the Session of 1873,
Lecoming also, about the middle of that Session,
official reporter for the Senate, as suecessor to
Mr. Bourinot. He remained with the Senate
throughout the Session of 1874 and 1875, re-
ceiving the latter year only any assistance,
and that, chiefly, from 8. A, Abbot, whose use-
ful services were refained some time after the
Houses assembled. Among other professional
work of late years, he has edited the Ottawa
Times, reported for Law Courts and conducted
the Prescott Telegraph, which he sold to Mr.
(. A. Mackenzie, in 1878. He has been farm-
ing in Compton, the last two years, largely for
the benefit of his health, but worked on the
House of Common’s Hansard throughout the
Sessions of 1879 and 1880, receiving an appoint-
ment on the staff lately formed. Among the
political and social events which, in times “a
good way off,” this gentleman has described and
reported at full length, only a few may be men-
tioned now for the interest of younger profes-
sional gentlemen ; the contests and principal
English speeches from the days of the Sand-
field-Macdonald-Dorion Government, to the late
George Brown’s last speech at the end of the
Se-sion of 1865—made on Saturday ; Sanfield's
pathetic speech, resigning office in 1864 ; Hon,
Mr. Cockburn’s speech in the attack on the
Maecdonald-Dorion Government, before its fall ;
Confederation speeches, including Judge Dun-
kin’s and 8ir Geo. Carter's efforts, of two days
cach ; the great banquet to the Provincial dele-
gates ( Confederation} in Montreal in 1866 ; G.
H. Cameron’s address to the Ottawa Orange-
menin the same year ; a large share of the three-
hours’ speech of 8ir A. T. Galt in 1865, at Sher-
brooke ; the whole of first Quebec Provincial Bud-

get speech—Judge Dunkins, eleven Chronicle
columns ; SirJohn Young’s important speech at
Quebee, containing reference to the possible
change of Canadian ‘‘allegiance” (the Glad-
stone-Bright Government being then in power);
dinner-speeches of leading public men, besides
financial speeches, ete., in great number. Mr.
Watson writes the old British systemn of steno-
graphy, considerably improved, however, as he
thinks, by himself, to suit his wants and tastes.

BERT HORTON is a native Cana-
dian, having been born on Wolfe Is-
PAcRU) land, opposite Kingston, in 1833,
XZ5% When he was ten years old his family
moved to Kingston, where he obtained most of
the little schooling he ever got. Circum-
stances over which he had no control com-
pelled him at the early age of tweive, and
against his own inclinations,—as he was first boy
in the school over many older than himself—to
leave school, and begin the battle of life on his
own pecount. After being for about a year
employed in various ways—as fam boy, mill
boy in & saw-mill, and message-boy in a dry-
goods store—he was apprenticed to the printing
trade in the Kingston Daily News office. He
shortly afterwards moved to Belleville, and
thence to Toronto, where he served the greater
part of hisapprenticeship inthe jobroom of the
Globe. Like many others of the same craft, his
fancy turned to thoughts of journalism, and by
means of a debating society and private

,study in the evenings he sought to fit

himself for that profession. He acquir-
ed Graham’s phonography, and at the age
of twenty, began as a reporter on the Mon-
treal Witrese. After remaining there for about
nine months, he was employed on the Mail,
and afterwards assisted in the same capacity to
bring the Evening Telegram into life. It was
while on the Mail that Mr. Horton became
responsible for the publication in the Montreal
Witness of the famous heretical sermon of the
Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, which created such a
fuss in ecclesiastical circles three or four years
ago, and which he reported conjointly wih Mr,
Thomas Beugough, now & Court reporter. In
1876 Mr. Horton retired from active business
with the intention of taking a course in Arts in
Toronto University, but the pressure and
inducements of the journalistic world were too
great for him, In the fall of 1877 after
spending two years at college, he was offer-
ed, and accepted, a position on the Gilobe's
parliamentary staff, where he remained until he
was appointed a member of the Hansard staff
at the close of lest session of the House of
Commons. Mr. Horton, though a Grahamite,
is by no means a servile or bigoted one; he has
made several modifications of his own upon
Graham, and, acknowledging that we can find
some superior merits in all of the leading
systems, believes that each may perhaps borrow
something beneficial from the others.

I
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OBN CHAS. BOYCE, assistaut to the
chief, wag bornin London,in 1844, First
P~ Went Lo the printing profession in 1838.
Ragad 1, He came to Canada in 1866, being en-
ut req OF some time on the Montreal Witness,
Year uaﬂed to Englpnd the_ fall of the same
i v;ﬁg efter acquiring considerable axperience
termine:il $ newspaper oftices in London, he de-
8cepted Ouce more to cross the Atlantic, having
in 1870 0 0gagement with Mr. L B. Taylor,
Printey, x> Parhmpentary and Departmental
Ottawg h short time after his arrival in
Mangge, € was elevated to the position of
of My of the English Parlismentary branch
he el'e;ditay]ol‘ 8 pstablishment, which position
Quighip, ahly hﬁld_ for neariy two years, relin-
of g resﬁ it t0 again rewurn to England. Being
York in leé“’ disposition he decided to visit New
the Ty.3.53, from which place he wasinvited by
the Cic;‘; nd 1_31‘05.. of Ottawa, to a position on
of 1875 %, With whow he stopped until the fall
ing pal');f.whlch time he purchased a half share
Hon turnine Northern Michigan. This specula-
s so 38 out a financial failure, he returned
Position nce more to Canada, and accepted a
Paper uml-ll the Ottawa 7Times, remaining on the
lagt g, ntl the demise” in 1877. During the
itorinr., Jears he has held a position on the
Mr R_of the Hansard,under the director-
- Richardson. He was appointedto &
Position last session on the official staff.

A

itoriaj g
Ship of aft
Similay

N g‘ﬂ;fHEN A. ABBOTT was born in
" ilstead Couunty, Province of Quebee,
Xs 844.  Has been three years & re-
for thregrorter for the Montreal Witness, and
Stenogys Jears subsequently one of the cfficial
In 1875 Phers in the Superior Court, Montreal.
work in a;-. Abbott did his first Parlimentary
ing the g Sisting Mr. Isaac Watson in Teport-
and 1gg e::“e- Duriug the sessions of 1879
Mr. Rigp) s Il-lnghsh and French repcrier on
staff, . on's House of Commons Hansard
: - Abbott uses Benn. Pitman's system,
apted to the French language four
ue_ls the only phonographer in
- l;uve of half a dozen French
Nguage g takes notes in the French
T g!:nscnbes them in the same.

883 ahins WD as a re -
ability combined with inggﬁfaﬁlel?ngﬁiﬁ;.

h ES%&?ECIEXV EI_4 was born near Elgin,

] Cana? » 10 1830; was educated in the

“* Lond 1an public schools, and at the
Was avsiggary O HU&h School. In 1873-4 he
i\it;min Octobe, P Thomas Journal,
en T year joine Yar-
his ﬂmt:?t:t‘% of the Togonto] G!agcfht:.]lii?é
FOAr's geggion -y 10 the gallery, during that
1875 he wag the Ontario Legislature. 1In
Parli&mentar;ﬁ.l;o‘med to the position of chief
o0 the demy; porter to the Toronto Liberul.

old 3¢ of that journal i
Place on the Globe stag. wheve he memeiag

until December 1878, in which year, in company
with Mr. Harry Gorman of the London dedver-
tiser, he purchased the Sarnia Observer. Heis
at present one of the editors and proprietors of
thatold, wellknown and prosperous weekly. Last
seasion he accepted an offer of a sessional en-
gagement upon the Globe Parliameniary staff,
and while at Ottaws was appointed a member
of the Hansard staff under the new system of
reporting officially the debates of the House.
Mr. Eyvel writes Benn Pitman’s system, He
requires a good deal of elbow room when note-
taking, and his phonographic forms are very
large, but the ease with which he reads his
notes compensates for the rapid disappearance
of graphite.

o

J. DUGGAN, Montreal, tirst worked on
‘ ;the Hansard in the session of 1878;
continued on the staff the following
WAy~ gession, has since been attached to
the Montreal (azette, and was appointed a
member of the official Hansard staff as consti-
tuted last session.

HANSARD.

By James Crankshaw, Montreal.
(Concluded.)

One reason for abolishing the contract system
was the delay which existed in getting out the
printed speeches. The Debates Commiltee in
one of their reports recommended that, to ren-
der the official reports of the debates of real
utility, they should be printed and laid on the
desks of members of the House in the afternoon
after the delivery of the speeches. At the time
when this recommendation was made by the
Committee, the Hansard,—so faras the printed
sheets were concerned,—was three or four weeks
behind time, This was certainly not for want
of copy ; for the reporters had written out their
notes into longhand right up to date. The
blame was not unreasonably attributed to the
contract system; and subsequently the Com-
mittee recommended and the House sanctioned
the appointment of six official reporters,—five
at s salary of $1,000each, and a chief at $1,500,
—with the view of verbatim et literatim reports
of the debates.

Now it seems to e, that under these con-
ditions, the work to be done by these six_ re-
porters will be too heavy, especially as the chief
reporter, Mr. Bradley, cannot,—considering his
important duties in editing and generally super-
intending the reports,—be expected to take hig
turn regalarly with the other reporters. I have
no doubt, however, that the new aystem will
work well, and that when the Government see
that a decided improvement has commenced
they will not hesitate to add one or even two
extra reporters to the staff.

The great trouble under the contract system
has been that in order to make as much profit
as possible, the contractor would uaturally
enough employ as few men a8 he could to hurry
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out the work. 'The staff of five on whom he has
hitherto relied has been too small to do the
i work otherwise than hurriedly.
i During a comparatively receant investigation
“inade by a Committee of the English Parliament,
Mr. Hansard, whom they examined, in the
. course of the investigation deposed that ifa
" full report of the debates of Parlinment were
prepared, the service of sixteen or eighteen
: reporters wonld be required, besides a good slaff
- of superintendents.  William Saunders. con-
ductor of the Central News Agency, also stated
that about twenty reporters would Le required
to give a fuil report of the debates,and that the
" reporters would need to be relieveld every five or
ten minutes. Sir John Rose, who was also
Cexamined by that Comnrttee, stated that the
Canadian House of Commons sat very much
" the same number of hours as the British House
of Commens. Tt is therefore only reasonable
to infer that the daily work required to be done
by Parlismentary reporters at Ottawn is as
“heavy as at London. 1t is well-known that the
London 7hnes employs fifteen reporters in the
" Rritish Parliament. TUpto cleven o'clock at
- night these fiftcen reporters teke fifteen minutes
“turns; after eleven the turns are reducel to
ten minutes ; after twelve they are reduced to
! five minutes ; and, after one, to two and o half
minutes. Seeing therefore that fifteen to twenty
! ien are only considered a reasonable staff to do
 efliciently the Parliamentary reporiing (for both
Houses of course) in England, it cahnot surely
"be wondered at that five reporters, however
! competent they may be, should find if & most
laborious task to turn out good verbatim reports
. of ali the debates of the Canadian House of
Commens, day by day.

PROF. DAN BROWN.

YAN BROWN was born at Huntington,
[ Pa., in June, 1841; in 1844 his parents
& moved to Fairfield, Iowa. Prof. Brown

TGo% began the study of Benn itman phono-
graphy while in the armv, in Octover, 1862. In
May, 1863, he commenced practicing as a short-
hand clerk in a Military Court at Corinth, Miss.,
and in September, 1863, he associated with
him, in his court work, Frank E. Nevans. In
October, 1863, he was detailed as & reporter for
a military commission at Memphis, Tenn.,
where he remained until the close of his three
years enlistment in May, 1864 After a short
visit at his home in Iowa, he reported during
the Presidential campaign of 1864, in Illinois,
and Missouri, and spent the winter of 1864 in
the office of the Adjutant General of the State
of Missouri. .

In January, 1863, returning to his home, he
commenced reporting in the sixth, and other
Judicial Districts, of Southeastern Iowa. In
1870, with John T. Bell, of Omaha, John Hall,
and John Gray, now of Chicago, he assistedin
reporting the impeachment trial of Gov. Butler
of Nebraska, and the proceedings of the con-
gtitutional convention of the State of Nebraska .
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In 1871 he accepted a position in the office of
the geveral passenger agent of the * Burlington
Route' ar Burlington, Ia., and in 1872 he went
to Chicago as corresponding clerk for Henry
Starving, general baggage agent, C. B. & Q. R.
R, and other railroads. In April, 1874, he
commenced teaching  phonography  for the
Chieago Athenieuin, where, with one assistant,
he has instructed 620 students in the phono-
graphic art. In 1873 he oiganizoed the Chicago
Bureau of Phonography.  Although he teaches
and practices the Benn Pitman system of
phonography, he is familiar with, and reads,
most of the published systems.

CHAS. A. SUMMER.

(See Portrait in June Number.)

NSHABLES A. SUMNLR is asonof Judge
> Sumner, and was born August 2nd.,
» 1837, at Great Barrington, Mass, He
“oegs’ was educated at colleges in Chester,
and Hartford, Conn. After leaving college he
gtudied law, and about this time beeame in-
terested in phonography. In 18535.6 he wasa
newspuper reporter in  Washington. In the
Iatter end of 1836 he went to California, and
wus engagel on the Sacramento Union, and re-
porleld the Legislature for that paper. It was
through him that shorthand was introduced into
the State Courts of California. For a few sue-
ceeding years he edited and published several
newspapers. He servel through the civil war,
and was Colonel of the 1st Nevada Infantry. In
1865 he was elected Senator for Nevada, and in
1866 was chosen president of that body. Return-
ing in 1868 to California, he again edited the
Timesand Horald. In 1870 he was appointed
reporter of the San Francisco Municipal Court,
and is now reporter of the Supreme Court of
California. Mr. Sumner is not only known as
a phonographer of high standing, but as an
orator, statesman, and poet, he is favourably
mentioned by the press. Here is a specimen of
his poetic muse:—
THE SHORTHAND REPORTEK.
The man of wurds ! T know him well; his every form and
feature,
Present to me in simple guise, a most familiar creature.
While prominent upon the list—by general concession—
The actual act of public tilk is not in his profession.
In short—for short is his address—his business is the
writing
Ofspeeches in the proper shape from very poor inditing.
He takes a threadbare piece of cloth: reweaves it, clean
and shining:—
Ah! mysteries and miseries of his acute refining !
Who knows of his alchemic toil ? who thanks him for his
study,
('er crucibles of ugly signs;—expressions rank and
muddy? .
Evolving from a jumbled mass some thoughts of usefu)
meaning}
From loads of innutritious chaff, some wheaten kernels
gleaning.
Is gratitude for such a work from wordy men expected?
Where toughest skill 1s exercised, least delit is recollected.
I've seen unnumbered Splmls gloat, in halls of legislation,
Because the text constituents quote enhanced their re-
putation;— .
Until their fame collapsed in
square translation!

shame from one good,
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1 ENOGRAPHERS' NOTES AS EVIDENCE
AV ME. JUSTICE RAMSAY in the Court of
’ Appeals in Aontreal, the other day.
0 the pronounced un elaborate jndgent as
Grapher admission in evidence of a Steno-
: T8 notes, The case was one sent np

o, .
;Een??mthem(—oura of Queen's Beach. The de-

- N

pe———

e § e
take““{,’;f“"’ Court. His evidence there was

CWEith per aJStenﬂ'rTl‘apher, who was sworn, but
formalvz"‘farl to wh an the Court had not been
Stenogri 1‘1331{811 to ta_iie the evidence. The
been GX‘a?n'er in the trinl for perjury had also
establish Jlned 28 a4 witness with his notes, and
0 the eﬁe frOm memory that the acenged swore
: pointg roecbt st forth in the notes. Now ihe
| Were, gt e decided by the Court of Appesls
;] Yroperly Whether the stenographer was
N |evidenc.i; :\"Otl;n; 2ud. Whether the notes of

: 3rd, Whe'ailn e used in the munner dcscnt';ed;

[ 85 {0 wy ner the stenographer can be examined

a4t the accused said.

| As . S s :
| the St:g the first point, it was admitted that

Higas: ROgrapher had be v 1 1the ob-
" jentio, en sworn, and the o
" writi:\‘gt:mt the Court had not been desired in

is cageo fh"'"e the evidence taken was not in
Were g oL any point, Secondly : 1t the offence
{iPIQVin Yiimitted there must be the means of
- duceq %.nlt' The record waa nat null. 1t pro-
i lang its g tge elfects it was intended to have,
i orma.li“,ut enticity was quite as great as if the
| made, It OE. & demand in wri ing had been

i Teeord of t},“as the," said that if it was the

! evidencg cr oath, it was proof alone, and the

i been tafef'g the stenographer should not have

i Mogt Or\d-l' It seemed that the dictates of the

[ doubt th:::,ﬂry ¢ommon sense left no reason to
1 Wag not it e evidence of the stenographer
“emagaryor}ry admissible, but was absolutely

would g g 0 admi these unsigned notes alone

TW'e of oy dpemn_t the establishment of & new
the ayth, 1eence in criminal matters without
therefq ority of Parliament. The defendant
"¢, Was rightly convieted. ’

Juatj .
huldi?:;ﬁf:;‘n:‘ dissented on the first point,
Properly yy, orn?le stenographer had not been

’-ef N .
viction ~Justice Dorion concurred in the con-

by Witnesse:se the perjury had been established
m‘m; ;1;&)’ ng that in this Province the testi-
the tl!ms: $enographer is admitted as verifying
*ipt of his notes, and the transcript,

or a; ¥ A
iy t};l ¥ Portion of it, bearing on the case in point,
the ease. The question

U8 made & pary of
hether the stenographer

10t arise 45 to w

nswmifol'th testi T
a8 th, ¢ iestimony is given, not
s:‘, ::: R expert who, becausg heg;ms been
enjoy ng sucho 1o wrong, for official reporters
The ‘steng, ‘mmunity as doth hedge & king.
who hag bﬁ?}ﬁer takes the stand as g witness
, and whi eard and written the statements
and no witnes: b are in question in the case;
Statements go 3o 20 B84 N0t written down the
break down ¢ e heard them coyld effectually
is premigip ¢ testimony given by the seribe.
8, of conrse, that the scribe be an
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Ommittel perjury as a  witness in |
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honest, faithful one, as all-—well, nearly ail— |
acinalty are, !
The position of a stenographer in the witness
box is sowewhat new in this Province, hut the
view takea in our Courts is that **common |
seuse ' one referrel to by Justice Ramsay, that
the transeript of the noies without the steno- |

! ghsolute’y va'ueless.

N I
grapher’s oath to stamp and approve them are |
|
|

We do not now allude to proceedings in the
Court in \‘v"i]icl.l the notes were taken, for the
ru.cs provide in such cases that the written
certifica e of the stenographer stamps the tran-
seript with authority, and he is not, therefore, ;
cal ed and sworn.

Many cases which the stenographer is called
upon t0 repurt, involve life or liberty and hence
his position is one of great responsibility. Each
present and would-be reporter may profit by
considering this feature of his work.

The Loadon, Eng., correspondent of the
Toronto Globe says - ~The 7'imes has succeeded
in making & practical use of the telephone.
Owing to the late hour at which it has become
the practice to deliver important speeches in
the House of Commons, it has heen found im-
possible to give more than a very hasty and
brief abstract of the addresses spoken by hon,
members in the early edition of the [Limes, |
published about 430 every morning to send |
away to the country. To try and remedy this
state of things, type-setting machines, by which
100 lines an hour—or more than double the
rate of hand work—can be set up, have been
made use of for some time. But the latest
addition to the appliances in use is the telephone
special electric wires, which are laid down
between the 7'imes office and the House of
Commons, Belle’s loud speaking telephone is
employed. The reporter in the House takes
down the speech in his note book and then
reads it slowly through the telephone to the
compositar in the [imes office, who sets up, by
means of the machine referred to, every sentence
as read, and in this way the Zimes is able to
give full reports of speeches delivered in the |
House as late a8 2 a.m. A short article appears
in the leading journal to-day on the subject
written by Mr. Mowbray Morris, and he con-
oludes his commigque by stating his opinion
that before long it would be possible to use the
telephone for reporting speeches in every part
of tﬁe Kingdom. * Our predecessors,” he says,
in former iimes endeavoured to supply early
intelligence by methods which before long will
be superseded, and it seems not unlikely that
the fully written manuscripts of the experts
may be gathered before long to the special
steamers and the relays of post-horses which
were the instruments of the greatest enterprise
of the last generation.” The Times also receives
news through Reuter's agency and sets it up
by the composing machine in the same manner. |

Arother correspondent says :—The type mat-
ter of the London 7Times is now largely set by
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means of machinery, instead of hand labor.
The most skilful workman, setting up type by
hand. does not exceed a general averuge of
about 40 lines per hour, or a mazimwm rate of
30 lines per hour during short peroids of great
pressure; but the machine used by the 7imes,
in which the types are brought down and placed
in positior. by striking upon keys something
like those of a piano or organ, enables a fair
workman to obtain an average speed of 100
lines an hour even when composing from manu-
script, which he has to resd for himself; and
this speed can be doubled, or nearly so, when
the operator is assisted by a reader, and thus
composes from dictation. The original form of
the machine was introduced soon after the
Franco-German war, and has ever since been
undergoing such modifications in detail as
experience has from time to time soggested,
until it has now reached a state of very great
efficieney.

CROSS'S ECLECTIC SHORTHAND.

The * Eelectic System of Shorthand' is the
title of one of the modern American systems of
T’honography east upon the tender mercies of a
critical phonographic world, its author being J.
George Cross, A, M., of Chieago, I11. The instrue-
tion book, a well-printed work of 300 pages,
explains and teaches the system in & very lucid
manner, Mr. Cross claims for his alphabet that
as it is deduced from the inelined ellipse the
characters are the easiest possible lines to exe-
cute. They represent the same powers as the
English alphabet. No heavy lines are used,
except for 7, which is added to any other line of
the alphabet by making it heavy, thus eombin-
ing two letters in one line. Both vowe!s and
consonants are represented by full lines. The
oblique lines are capable of being written either
upward or downward, thus preserving the hori-
zontal character of the writing,. The system
comprises three styles of writing: the full cor-
responding or business style, the abbreviated
corresponding style, and the reporting style.
The latter possesses a comprehensive series of
prefixes, affixes, abbreviations and phrases,
which, Mr. Cross says, will answer the fullest
demands of verbatim reporting. This system,
although comparatively new, can boast of a
respectable number of adherents, some of them
being experienced reporters, who spesk in high
terms of its advantages. §. C. Griggs & Co.,
Chieago, are the publishers of * Felectic Short-
hand,” and the price is $2.

AMONG THE MAGAZINES AND BOOKS.

A Synopsis of Stondard Phonography is an-
o'her work just issued by Mr. Graham. It is
adapted to the use of classes and private stud-
ents of the Standard system. In addition, it
contains reading exercises, and lists of word-
signs, contractions, phrases, ete.

The Shorthand Review is a spicy little quar-
terly published at Cleveland, Ohio, by Wolfe &
Fracker, in the interest of Scovil's system, It
contuins some interesting reading matter in

common print, together with several pages of
lithographed shorthand.

Brown's Phonographic Monthly for June con-
tains a portrait and sketch of J. W. Love,
lately of Edinburgh, together with a Jac simile
of his reporting notes; a number of interesting
communications, and a variety of excellent
reading matter.

Prof. A. Melville Bell, of Brantford, Ont.,
has favoured us with his works on his system
of stem-phonography published in Edinburgh &
few years ago. An excellent series of books
were issued explanatory of his gystem,

Briet Longhand is the title of a recent work
issued by Andrew J. Graham, Bible House, New
York, the author of Standard Phonography.
As its name implies, it is a system of longhand
contractions, and will be found to be a very use-
ful expedient for speedy transcription.

Among the English magazines we have re-
ceived, we find the Phonograpk, a weekly short-
hand literary magazine. This shorthand is well
printed, and the articles are very readable and
interesting. The publisher is' M. Hurst, 28
Church street, Sheftield. The Phonographer's
Herald is & monthly production, containing
high-class literary articles. A portion of the
Herald is written in the briefest style of Isaac
Pitman’s system. It is issued by J. Butter-
worth, South Shields. The Meteor is the only
Hlustrated monthly issued in Great Britian in
shorthand. The articles (lall original) are
cleverly written, and the illustrations aro at-
tractive, C. J. Payne, 2¢ Ambrose street,

‘Derby, is its editor.

ANCIENT WRITERS AND AUTHORS.
By James E. Munson.

It is said that the first shorthand writer was
one Marcus Tullius Tiro, the freedman of Cicero,
and that by means of his invention some of the
finest specimens of Roman oratory have been
preserved to us. Seneca, the Stoie phono-
grapher, who lived a century later, is said to
have added five thousand characters to those of
Tiro. Two hundred years after that, Cyprian,
the Bishop of Carthage, put the finishing stroke
to it by the addition of many notes, which ren-
dered the work “ much more useful to the
faithful.” For more than five hundred years,
¢ Tironian notes’” were in great favour with the
learned, but they finally died at the hands of an
emperor. The great Justinian * forbade the
text of his Codex to be written by the catches
and short-cut riddles of signs,” although it is
believed by some that the Tironian shorthand
was superior to anything we now have. The
fact is that it is very doubtful if it was capable
of doing any very rapid verbatim work. I in.
fer from & passage in the “ Life of Cato the
Younger,” that, in order to get a full report of
a speech, it was necessary to have several
writers taking notes at the same time, so that
what was lost by one could be caught by an-
other, and that the combined notes of ail the
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K;i:z? Were used in making up the report. If
at “?;l'g the Roman stenographer could do
Pract] ich the poet Ausonius told one who
we Sa"e‘l his art 1500 years ago, that the less
and fi 8bout our skill the better : * Fly, young
the ta.bfnous stenographers” he said, ** prepare
simple ‘ets on which thou dost express, with
Y00meg Poimts, entire disconrses. I dictate
Dressoq and my pronounciation is as com-
ough ?}? the hail, yet nothing escapes thy ear,
my jdeg, Y pages fill not, and thou dost embody
it Pﬂss'},s before they have passed my lips. Is
wrige 1916 that I cannot think as rapidly as you
reveal;gd Tell me, who has betrayed me, who has
ou arg o thee my thoughts. For this gift
Well, I1 ndebted tonature and the Gods.”

————
=

think A ius had j b t
sten, 0k Ausonius had just been toa
. 1O8Tapher's dinner and was overfull of

Wwin i
© and gratitude when he wrote that.

HAPPY. HARRIET.

A Young Californian Shorthand Writer.

w ( See portrast, )
} Harr‘;el:av\e recetved the following sketch of little
| Grahg, Graham from her father, W. H. H.
the ang. 1'0% Angelos, Cal. Mr. Graham is
€ give thr of & system of phonetic spelling, and
“Hars © article ag writien in his system:

" | born i 13e7t3("ahamo none az Hapi Hariet, woz
- |infangyy, Oktober 7th, She haz had koleri
i ! Meag|y a’ndmumPS, diptheria, hooping-kauf,
L hwich wery 2m uther formz oy sikness, all ov
o | W play :"? veri ljgt with her. She haz been abl
Vi day and sleep good evri nyt sins her

berth. She iz temperate in her habits, having
never uz l eni tea, kofi, tobako or medisen. She
is & perfck’ tom boy tu romp and pla in the
sunshyn. She iz jenerali veri hapi, lyvle and
noizi.

Sins she woz fyv yearz old she haz bin
egzibited kwyt a number of tymz in shorthand
ryting. Her father iz preparing to egzibit her
and her litl bruther in sum ov the larjer townz
and sitiz ov the Unyted Stats.

A FORTUNE-ATE FRIEND.
Derroir, JuNne 15rH, 1880.

Dear BeNGovaH:—Please excuse delay in
acknowiedging receipt of sample copy of the
new CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.
1like it very mauch, and hope all shorthand
writers of every “ school’” will take a personal
interest with you in making this new enterprise
a permanent success,

I have pleasure in enclosing you herewith Zen
dollars, and the names of ten subscribers in this
region, also a list of fifteen Canadisn shorthand
writers in the Eastern and Western States, to
whom please send sample copies, upon receipt of
which I have no doubt many, perhaps all of
them will promptly respond with the necessary
greenbacks.

May * Bengough's Own amwd Only Greatest
Tlustrated Cosmopolitan Phonegraphic Maga-
zine on earth” receive many a g;’;arty “grip”
from the fraternity.

Yours very truly,
J. W. ForTuNE.

CANADA,

Judge py,

fl, of St. Joh:
m?;;tem app’ointed. ohn, N. B.. wants Court
Repﬂ:tgmon County Court had a Shorthand
C " at last June sittings,
il « Martin J, Griff il'

t Tiffin acted as the Mail's Ot-
AWa correspondent last session. e

Mr, J
the Arg: mes Crankshaw, of Montreal, reported

Duny !lh,auil election case, held at Lachine.
to hhg Eﬁe fi }l?lrench system has been adapted
Montreal,g 8h language by Prof. Manseau, of
Mr,

T. Albert Horton of the Toronto (tlobe, has

been 1 i
-’\Bsocist%gt:m secretary of the Press Gallery

Mr, ,
County'{'N_wﬁ Travis, late sheriff of Queen's
“h;{lrthand in ﬁ;:v'?;kmmng a practical use of
T Earl, late of the Grand Trunk Railway

Offi
Gen?r’alh%s taken a position in the C. B. & Q.
reight Office, Chicago.

Bhanegraphis Gossip.
P

Mr. J. T. Hawke has been engaged by the
Globe Printing Company as their special Ottawa
correspondent for a period of three years, at an
increased salary.

Hon. Mr. Anglin in his younger days used to
report the proceedings of the local legislature
for the St. John Freeman. He never accustom-
ed himself to taking notes of any kind, and his
reports were wonderfully full and accurate.

magine a phonographer to whom the name
was strange, coming accross the word Scugog,
the name of one of our Ontario lakes, in the
course of rapid reporting, and endeavouring by
voealizing it to assure his being able to read 1t
when his notes had become cold. )

Mr. George J. Smith, late shorthand writer
to the General Freight Agent of the G. T. Rail-
way, and more recently with the Toronto Reapér
and Mower Co., has left this city for Boston to
accept & position with the General Manager of
the National Despatch Line, Central Vermont
Railway. His address is 260 Washington st.,
Boston, Mass.
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' UNITED STATES.

Joseph L. Blundell, an expert New York
"couit 1eporter, died a short time ago at the
age of sixty yvears.

Connecticut paid $3,900, or $300 each. to thir-
teen reporters for reporting the proceedings of
" of her Legislature in 1879,

The first annual dinner of the California As-
sociation of shorthand reporters was hed in
San Francisco a short time ago,

Charles A, Sumner, the San Francisco report-
er, has taken down in shorthand, during the last
. four years, over seven millions of words.

Prof. T. J. Ellinwood, the reporter for the

Brockivn Y. M. C. A., teaches Phonography in
- the Summer Institute at Martha’s Vineyard.

i

Mr. W. S. Gomph, one of the leading phono-
araphers of Springfield, Mass., is connected with
the New England Homestead, published in that
city.

A Bill for the appointment of stenographers
for Texas will be presented at the next session
of the State Legislature. It will be champion-
ed by leading attorneys.

A correspondent writing from Chicago says:
—*You might warn Canadian shorthand men
not to make for Chicago to look for work in
that line, for it is getting over done.”

W. Georpe Waring, jr., formerly of Tyrone, Pa.,
has been appointed an oflicial stenographer at

. Denver, Col.  Mr. W. is an Isaac Pitman writer,
“and was at one time editor of the Phonetic Mag-
. azine.

The Western Union Telegraph Co., during the

. Republican Convention which met at Chicago,
{sent away daily 196,251 words by special news-
i paper reports, and 158,714 words by the Associ-
| ated Press.

FOREIGN.

Shorthand has been adapted to the Welsh
language.

Isaac Pitman’s Phonetic Journal has a week-
ly cireulation of over 12,000 copies.

Isaac Pitman’s system of shorthand is used
in Cyprus, chietly among the English residents.

The stenographer's fees in the Tichborne
case, on the side of the prosecution, amounted
to $20,000.

Stenography has been introduced in the cur-
riculumm of the Lycee Louis le (irand,Paris. This
is its first introduction into French public
schools.

The Derby, Eng., Daily Telegraph recently
published, an hour after its utterance, a seven
column report of a speech delivered in that
city by Sir William Harcourt.

Prof. Zeibig says that Gibbon was the first to
observe that a speaker who speaks the English
language quite tiuently would utter 120 words
per minute. Of Italian orators, De Foresta
spoke sixty, and others ranged from 90 to 200,

L'Unite Stenographique is the title of a
French shorthand publication,and is the special
organ of the Prevost Delaunay method, which
is founded on Taylor's English system. The
conductors are at present attacking the op-
p sition system—Duploye’s,

Three German shorthand writers, Drs, Zeibig,
Weiss and Rotzsch, report that during the
recent session of the Reichstag, especially dur-
ing the debutes on the tariff and the budget,
speeches were spoken at the rate of two
hundred words & minute. Such is the length
of many German words that two hundred of
them in an ordinary oration are as long as three
hundred English words.

Exitorial Notes.,

A number of interesting ¢ questions and | of the profession” in the sense of being the

canswers ” will appear in the next number.
We were in error in saying that the new
. Hansard staft were appointed by the Govern-
ment. They were appointed by the House.

We beg to thank Mr. William Buckingham,
of Stratforl, for the originals of two letters
wiitten by Isaae Pitman and Thos. Allan Reed

“thirty vears ago. That of Mr. Pitmen will te
* tound lithographel on another page,

Mr. Fd. I. Connolly, of the Taunton Gezette,
Somerset Co., Eng., has kindly volunteered
his services as English correspondent to the
Wrirkr. Our readers may look for items of
_intevest from his pen in future numbers.

The Wkiter has been received with marked
favor by the lending professional phonographers
of England, the United States and Canada. Its

. cosmopolitan character has been recognized,
“and it has already been accepted as ‘“the organ

melium through which any member of the pro-
fession, be he ever so humble, no matter to
what * school” he belongs, may express his
views. As we predicted in our introductory
article, we find the utmost harmony prevailing
among the contributors, representing the many
systems of phonography and stenography. This
is a8 it should be, though it is not, we regret to
say, as it has been—if we may judge from ex-
pressions made in private letters and press
notices. The Wrrrer marks the commencement
of a new era of united, fraternal progress, the
strange device upon the banner being that
euphonious word ** Cosmopolitan.” Couldn't
some of our poetically-inclined readers give us
& steno-phonographic poem after the style of
Longfellow’s ‘* Excelsior,” playing on the word
* Cosmopolitan’? We promise a prize for the
best poem on  this world-wide topic—provided,
of course, that it be superior to Longfellow’s.
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REPORTING AND THE TELEPHONE.

Wiitten in Benn Pitman's Reporting Styte by Thomas
W. Gibson, Toronto.
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w. BALD-HEADED TROUBLE.
en in Graham's System by T. Pinkney, Toronto.
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THE HANSARD.

Written in Graham's System by T. Pinkney, Toronto.
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ISAAC WATSON.

Written in fssac Pitman's  Reporting Style by A
Wallis, Toronte. -
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AN OLD LETTER.

13
ACsimile of a letter written by lsaac Pitman Thirty

Years Ago.
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MILITARY INSUBORDINATION.

‘Weitten in Cross' Eclectic System.
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_ Leates from Weporters’ Note Baaks.
FACKIMILE OF THE RRPORTING NOTES OF j. W. PARKS, COURT OF CHANCERY REFORTER, TORONTQ.
WRITTEN IN MUNSON'S SYSTEM.
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