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Noun Reduplication in Comox,

a Salish Language of

Vancouver Island

INTRODUCTION.

One of the most characteristic grammatical processes of a

group of Northwest Pacifie Coast languages, embracing the
Tsimshian, Kwakiutl-Nootka, Salish; and Chemakum linguistic
stocks, is initial reduplication, employed in both noun and verb
formsto indicate a variety of grammaticaf concepts, chiefly
those of plurality, distribution, and iteration. The Salish
languages in particular are known to make exuberant use of
reduplication for grammatical purposes, but the subject, which
seems to bristle with irregularities and intricacies of detail, has
never been adequately treated for any of the'numerous dialects.
ofthe stock. Indeed, a thorough grammatical study, at the same
time phonetically-adequate,'of a Salish language, is still one of the
desiderata of American linguisties.

During the autumn of 1910, while prosecuting ethnologie and
linguistic reseárch for the Geôlogical Survey of « Canada
among the Nootka Indians now living in two reserves near
Alberni, B.C., opportunity was incidentally found to gather
some linguistic data on -Comox, a Salish language spoken on
the east coast of Vancouver island near the present town of
Comox. The dialect represented in these notes seems to be



Comox proper (Q!ómo.us), with which L!óhos, spoken on the
mainland of British Columbia, was stated to be identical.
Sàlölt'u was stated to be a northern dialect of the same language.
This term is evidently identicalvith Boas' Çatlltq, which he
uses to apply to the most northern group of Coast Salish tribes,
excluding Belta Coola, inhabiting "Discovery Passage, Valdes
Island, Bute and Malaspina Inlets."' Boas adds, "The
Çatlôltq are called K'omoks by the Lékwiltok" (southernmost
Kwakiutl tribe.)

TIiè informant was Tommy Bill, an Indian of mixed blood,
whose father belongs to the Ts!ic4'atHa tribe-of Nootka Indians,
while his mother was a Comox, he himself living with and being
to all intents and purposes a member of the Hôpdtc!as'atua

-tribe of Nootkas. His knowledge of Comox was obtained in
his earlier years, when living among his mother's people, whom
he visits from time to time; :it is only fair to add that he speaks
mainly Nootka and English nowadays and does not claim to
have a perfect command of Comox. However, the rather
elementary character of the" data obtained, together with
convincing internal evidence derived from their study, leaves
no room for doubt as to thé esâential accuracy of the material
here presented. Most of the time spent on Comox was taken
up with securing material pertinent to the problem. of reduplica-
tion in nouns. For most of the nouns obtained, plural, diminu-
tive, and diminutive plural forms were secured, all of which
involve various types of reduplication. Our linguistic material
thus naturally divides itself into three heads, not to speak of a
small number of nouns that are always used in reduplicated
form. A few introductory remarks on Comox phonetics and
some supplementary data are also added.

I. PH1ONETICS.

VoWELs. The short vowels found in the Comox material
secured are: a (as in German Mann); a (as in English bat);
e (short and open as in English met); ç (short and close as in
French été); i (short and open as in English bit); i (short and
close as in French fini); o (short and open as in German dort);

18e F. Boas, Firt General Report on theT Indiana of British Columbia, Report B. A. A. S.,
1889, 5th Report on North-Western Tribes of Canada, p. 10.



( short and. lose.as in Frerich beau); and u (short and open as
in English put), Of these vowels, ç, i, and j. are çtymologically
one sound, which is modified byphonetiè siurroundings;. simi-
larly, * and i. Velar consonants tend tà lôwer prëceding or
following i.to . (possibly sometimes e), while certain consonantà
(particularly a and -1) tend to palatalize i 'to j. .e and o, which
latter.does not occur often, are doubtless etymologically.related
to ç and g reÉeetively, but seein, in every case to be clearly
lcept distinct f'rom these. is not common..

Correspon'ding to- each of the: short vowels is a long vowel
(1org d, however, bas not been found) . These are indiated as:
4 (as in Gerran Bahn); e (long and öpen.as. in French mère, or
as in English bear, but without "r-vanish"); é (long And close
as in German See)*; ý (long and open as«ia English beçr, but
Without "r--vanish");. i (long and close as in English ses); ô

òlông and .lose as in Eûglish roll or a&4n German Sohn); o
(1kig ·and open as in English born* but without "r-vanish");
t -(long aud close as inEnglish rule); and û (long and open as in
English poor, but witholit "r-vanish'?), Similarly to the
corr odinghort yowels, and uder parallel phodetic circum-
stances, and i are variants of one sound; -etymologically
speaking, tho ugh t is often to be interpreted as Iengthened form
of inorganic. v9wels, id which. case it does iot seem to vary with
a and ;-' 6, ûj and i are likewise representatives of ýwhat is.
etynológiéally a siigle sound. 6 does not often occur; it is
probably. etymologically .related to 6. é occurs often arid cannot
be. considered a mere variant of è.

As pot infrequeatlýy happens in- American Indian languages,
the long yowels are' not always'held dut with even stress, but
end with sh'I-Qt reartiegltions which giv- the :whole vowel i
eaéh case. a qifasi-dipithongal *effect. Such vowels havebeed
noted by the writer in Takelma, Southern; Piute, and, at least
to a moderate extent,in Nootka; Boas bas notedtlhem i
Tsimshian. While they .occur te'. a considerable extent in
Coxnox .they canÈot as în Takelma -be considered the normal
for Ms of the long.vowels; sometimes the short-rearticulations
seem to serve aa glides to following: consoants, paxticularly
velar. The .quasî-iphthougal long vowels.are here indicated
by.long vôwels followed by superior short vowels, the vocaliî

50 g b wes38- 3ýr dvoç



quality of the latter being indicated as in normal short vowels.
There are found: a; êc; ëC; ê, (occurs before anterior palatal
consonants); i; ,; VI (occurs before velar consonants);
ô0 and ô"; and ûu. A number of cases also occur of short
vowels followed by - weak rearticulating vowels; such are ee,
0°, and ic (here the c is a glide to the following velar consonant).
Some of these may well represent secondarily shortened long
vowels. Differing from such long or short vowels with quasi-
diphthongal character are vowels that are secondarily diph-
thongized by a vocalic glide whose timbre depends wholly on
the following consonant; such is "u in kúpûumuxu "hill," in which
the second u is a glidedue to the u- timbre of the final consonant.

Short -vowels of somewhat obscure quality are also found,
either representing dulled forms of normal short vowels or being
of inorganic origin and meant to lighten consonant clusters or
serve as glides. Such vowels are: A (as in English but, yet
sometimes less clearly marked in quality), which is sometimes
inorganic, sometimes dulled from a; E (obscure vowel with e-
quality); and i (very short rather unclear i).

At times short vowels are so weakly articulated as to be
barely audible; these are rather "murmured" short vowels
of etymological significance than merely glides, timbre-echos
of preceding consonants, or voiceless vowels. Examples are:
P in lólobo'm' "small clam" (-lob- reduced from 1ô'ob- in 1ô"Obom'
"clan"; yet in this case 9 can just as well be morphologically
dispensed with ahd phonetically explained as a timbre-echo of

Al in q 'wAx "steel-head salmon" -(that A is organic,
despite its dull quality and extreme brevity, and reduced from a,
is indicated by Nootka qé'waH "steel-head salmon," with which
Comox Q'wAx is evidently identical; borrowing has doubtless
taken place); A and a in _hwAqen' "swan" and its diminutive
hewaqdôl.

Another class of "murmured" vowels (German 'Murmel-
vokale") is formed by weakly articulated, yet not voiceless,
vowels occurring in syllabically final position after glottal
stops ('). Such vowels are only in part "murmured echoes,"
i.e., reduced repetitions of immediately preceding fully voiced
vowels (such are a'a, e', l', ai'i, ô'O, d'O; vowel breakings of this
type occur often in American languages); in some cases we have



also murmured vowels after glottal stops that are of different
quality and etymologically distinct from immediately preceding
vowels (such are a'i and d':).

Some consonants, notably glottalized ("fortis") consonants,
are apt to be followed by timbre-echoes dependent in quality
on the 'preceding vowel. This simply means that the oral
resonance chamber characteristic of a vowel may, failing to be
materially disturbed by the following consonant position,
linger on and thus become acoustically noticeable as a voiceless
(sometimes aspirated) vocalic echo; if the consonant is a
spirant, the vocalic timbre may be audible during its production.
Examples of such unaspirated timbre-echoes after glottalized
consonants are: I in p!Û'alats!a "skunk" -and ° in k!odôt!o
"porpoise." lI idagyêt!a "herring" the t! was heard with definite
a-timbre despite preceding ê. After u (q)-vowels syllabically
final k-sounds are regularly followed by echoes (aspirations
when consonant is not glottalized) with u-timbre. Ilence k",,
k1l, , q'u, q!,, and žu (see below for orthography of k-sounds).
These sounds, however, are also very frequent after unrounded
vowels, as in laadak" "skin;" in such cases they represent
original labialized k-sounds (see below). Aspiration with
definite u-timbre is also found after t, as in s'tu "woman."

Excluding such inorganic diphthongs as are formed by vowels
and following glides (e.g., V,), there -have been found as true
short diphthongs ai, au (also au), di, ei, and long diphthongs
di, du. Vowels normally forming diphthongs that do not so
unite, each preserving its full value, are separated by . (thus,
a.i as distinct from true diphthong ai). Stress accent is' indi-
cated by ' over vowels.

CONSONANTS. The consonant system of Comox is fairly
full, including, as it does, eleven distinct series that differ
according to place of articulation. As regards manner of articu-
lation, six distinct series are to be recognized (voiceless stops,
glottalized or "fortis" stops, voiced stops, voiced nasals, voiceless
spirants, and voiced spirants), though by no means all of these
are represented for all places of articulation. The-voiceless
stop and glottalized stop series are complete, the voiceless
spirants nearly so, while the others are quite defective. All
these consonants may be represented in the form of a table:-

50138-31



VoICE- GLOT- VoicE-
LESS TALIZED VOICED NASALS LE88 VOICED

STOPS STOPS STOPS SPIRANTS 8PIRANTB

LARYNGEAL (GLorrAL) .. . . . . . . h

VELAR. . . . q . . . . ...

LABIALIERD VELAR qto qgw .. . . w

Gu-ruRAL . ..... k k!

LABIALXEaD -urrURAL........km k . ." . rw
PRB-GUTrURAL (ANTERIOR PALA-

TAL)... . .. . .ky k'! ou . zr i

DORSAL LATBRAL...... .. L L' .

(voteed
contin-
uant)

PALATAL STBILANT .. tr. dJ . c

ALVEOLARB IBILANT . . S5 iu . 3
ALVEOLAR ...... , t t' (d) 4

LABIAL.p pl (b) n . .. w

c is pronounced like sh of English ship; y like ch of German
ich. -tc, te!, dj (like j of English jam), ts, and ts! are affricatives
(stop plus corresponding spirant; no, simple stops correspond
to tc-series). L and L! are also affricatives; but with lateral
(voiceless spirant 1) release.

b and d are phonetic variants of m andn; b and d were often,
though not consistently, heard between vowels, m and n rather
consistently as initials, while m and n were more often heard as
syllabic finals than b and d. These b-m and d-n sounds have
been at various times analysed by Boas as "semi-nasalized"
consonants. "The nasal opening," he writes, "may differ in
width, and the stricture of the upper nares may produce semi-
nasalized consonants."2 ) Again. in speaking more definitely
of Coast Salish, ". . . the b sound . . . is produced with
half-closed nose by the Indians of the Strait of Fuca, in the State
of Washington. . . . The characteristie trait of the sound is a
semiclosure of the nose, similiar to the effect produced by a cold
in the head."3 These remarks doubtless apply to Comox as

1 Boas uses ç (interdental spirant, like th of English thick) in certain words for our s. See
his Catldltq vocabulary, Report B.A.A.s., 1890, 6th Report on N.W. Tribes, pp. 141-163.
I do not know if Tommy Bill's failure to use this sound is an individual peculiarity or not.

2 F. Boas, Introduction, Handbook of American Indian Languages, Bulletin 40, Bureau of
American Ethnology, 1911, p. 22.

3 ibid., p. 17.



well as to more southern Coast Salish languages, yet it seems
likely to the writer that under certain phonetic conditions these
semi-nasals become true nasals. No attempt will here be made
to normalize orthography on this point, a faithful record of
what was heard, or thought to be heard, being presented.

Eliminating b and d as of secondary origin (gy and dj, it should
be carefully noted, are true sonant stops, not "intermediates"),
all the other consonants listed in the table are etymologically
distinct, that is, none of them are mere variants. (k, k!, and
,p, however, may prove to be merely secondary forms of kw,
k!w, and zw.) This gives us no less than thirty-six (or thirty-
three) organically' distinct consonants to operate with. A
secondary series of aspirated surds (voiceless stops followed by
aspiration) arises when voiceless stops occur as syllabic finals
(written p', t', k', ku', q', te'); kw and qw become e'u and q'",
that is, their aspiration-release has u-timbre; similarly, k!w
and q!w in this position become k!" and q!. q, it may be noted,
is often released into a weak spirant glide x (written z) before
the following vowel is attacked (thus, qxa for qa). Final vowels
and m and n are also often followed by aspiration (-a' and
similarly for other vowels, m' or less often b', n' or less often d'),
though this was not consistently heard. Final m and n are
etymologically distinct from final glottally affected m and n,
which are written n' and n' (sometimes breath release is heard
after glottal release, when they are written m and n"). Long
consonants (indicated by * after consonant) were noted, but
seem to be of no etymological significance (examples are q', d*).

SOUND CHANGEs. Lengthening and reduction of vowels are
important phonological processes in Comox, also, though to
less extent, changes of vowel quality. As these, however, are
generally of grammatical significance, they are best taken up in
their proper place under types of reduplication. As more
strictly phonetic pure and simple in character is to be considered
the palatalizing of a to i in the neighbourhood of gy, also the change
of A to u and i in appropriatë phonetic circumstances. These
changes also, however, are most clearly brought out in connex-
ion with morphological processes.

Many cases of gy, perhaps all, are'undoubtedly due to original
w. It seems that w, when it came to stand between vowels



(not, it would seem, including cases of preceding vowel plus
glottal stop), also initially in many cases, regularly passed into
g2. Thus, as diminutive- of xlucin' "bone" is found xecxigicín'

<*xéxAwicîn' (-Agy- becomes -igu-, as noted above). Similarly,
from q'wAx "steel-head salmon" is formed qê'gegecx "little steel-
head salmon" and qéquqã'aguêex "little steel-head salmon
(plur.)." This phonetic law'explains a class of plurals, formed
by reduplicating with p- vowel, derived from stems in internal
-gy-. Thus, from t!égyem (<*t!éwem) "sun, moon" is formed
plur. t!6ut!eguem (<*t!.4wt!ewem); other examples will be
given in their proper place. So also is explained suffix -- gYil
"canoe" in such forms as tcádãegil "three canoes," séyatsagyil
"five canoes", as compared with -dul in msäul "four canoes;"
-àgil is evidently from *-àWil (cf. KwántlEn,. of Cowichan
group of Coast Salish, -aQitl "canoe" in numerals," i.e., -axwil;
perhaps cf. Comox nÉxwil "canoe"). An interesting test case
is ggras "deer," doubtless a loanword from Kwakiutl (cf.
Kwakiutl géwas "deer" 2). Another such test case is afforded
by Comox tigyiuxu "nine" <*twAxu or *tÀwuxu (cf. KwàntlEn
tüq "(nine,"3 i.e., tüx or tüX, contracted from *tuwux). Compare
also Comox héiguos "chief" with PEntlate and Siciatl héwus.
On the other hand a number of words have been found with w
between - vowels. Such are ts!atsháwicin' "hail," xwá'aw1'1

"fire," and 'áwàk'" "tobacco." It is not clear how this -w- is
r elated to -w- > -g2-.

Just as g1 and w are related, so there is reason to believe that
dj and y are related, though there is perhaps not quite as con-
vincing internal evidence at hand. See Type VIII of plural
formations for such evidence. Moreover, with Comox djidis
"tooth" compare KwántlEn yénis "tooth;"5 with Comox djicin'
"foot" compare Siciatl yícin.6

1 See C. Hill-Tout, Ethnological Studies of the Mainland HalkômélEm, a division of the
Salish of British Columbia, Report of British Association for the.Advancement of Science.
1902, Ethnological Survey of Canada, p. 65.

2 See F. Boas. Kwakiutl, Handbook of American Indian Languages, Bulletin 40, Bureau
of American Ethnology, 1911, p. 447.

3 C. ILI-Tout, slnd., p. 64.
F. Boas, Comparative Vocabulary of Eighteen Languages spoken in British Columbia,

Report of Brtish Association for the Advancement of Science, 1890, 6th Report on the North-
western Tribes of Canada, p. 148.

C. il-Tout, thnological Studies of the Mainland HalkömélEm, a division of the Salish
of British Columbia, Report of British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1902,
Ethnological Survey of Canada, p. 86.

EF. Boas, Comparative Vocabulary of Eighteen Languages spoken in British Columbia,
Report of British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1890, 6th Report on the North-
uestern Tribes of Canada, p. 147



II. NOUNS NORMALLY REDUPLICATED.

A considerable number of Comox nouns always appear in
reduplicated form, reduplication in these cases being of no
grammatical significance, but belonging to the noun as such.
Many of them are animal nantes, and of these some are quite
evidently onomatopoetic. Ten fairly distinct types of redupli-
cation seem to be illustrated in the rather limited material
available. Very likely others exist.

Type I. Conpletely Reduplicating.

h6'mh6'm blue grouse
kudckcYd bluejay
p|k'upok'u liver

qê'n'qen" duck
"Duck" and "sea-gull" have

in quality but with short vowel

xôp'xôp' humming-bird
ts!î'xuts!x" fish-hawk'
got'gyit panther
qwitqui sea-gull

both syllables with vowels alike
in the second.

Type IL. Completely Reduplicating with ê.

tê'ltol' small butter-ball duck hä'ihei' arrow
"Arrow" belongs perhaps rather with Type I. Both of those
nouns lose a glottal stop in the reduplicating syllable.

Type III. Reduplicating Syllable: evc1.1

titctitci'c owl
t!Aq't! Àqài dog-wood

'kwa'kwd'adjQ' grey squirrel

Type IV. Reduplicating Syllable: ce.

mî'<man cat ku!éiku!dkv! crow
tci'itca.iq' salt-water hunter

In "salt-water hunter" reduplicating tci- is broken into tci'i-.

1 In these formule c represents first consonant of stem, v first vowel, ci second consonant
of stem, vi second vowel, and so on. ç represents any long vowel, y any shortened vowel.



Type V. Reduplicating Syllable: ci.

Only one or two certain examples have been found of this type.
They differ from the preceding in, that the vowel of the redupli-
cating syllable is short.

qwieqwá°t!Aläa'k' butterfly wé'wälos young man
(form probably diminutive in).

Possibly also:-
é'djam' young woman

Type VI. Reduplicating Syllable: cà or ca.

LàLäpx pocket-knife qwdqumîis marten
xàxe's nit mdmstcô'm mink

Type VII. Reduplicating Syllable: Cv.

is!ats!awicin' hail tc!atc!ôAt!àn'' mouse
xwáxwadjô'm fly (word probably diminutive in form).
qq'tâ'amas game with wooden ball'
qoqqwîPm' down (of bird)

Type VIII. Reduplicating Syllable: cv'.

q'ogqa' rush mat djá'adja' tree

Type IX, Reduplicating Syllable: cõ.

Only one example has been found of this type:-
t6t'xulal necklace

Type X. Reduplicating Syllable: cêc.

Of this very peculiar type (doubly reduplicating consonant,
otherwise like Type IV) also only one example has been found:-

q!îq!q!d'adjê'uk'u butter-ball duck
I Formed fron q'td'abas "wooden ball covered ,with spruce-roots." There were two

sides in the game, with the same number on each. Each side had a goal consisting of a httle
pit, which was guarded by one man. Al but the two guards gathered in the centre. One
man threw up the wooden baU and everyone tried to catch it, run with it to the goal of the
opponents, and put it into the pit. Those of the other side tried to take the ball away from
the one that had it. The side that first made ten goals won the game. After four goals had
been made, the game was suspended for a while and a general free-for-all fight took place.



Here may also be given:-
q!q!tuxu big fire (form is augmentative?): cf. q!átixy fires

scattered around.

III. REDUPLICATED PLURALS OF NOUNS.

By far the larger number of Comox nouns form their plural by
reduplication, in a few cases different stems are used for singular
and plural, while still other nouns seem to form no plural. The
most persistent type of plural reduplication is that in which
both first and second consonants of stem are repeated, though
less numerously represented types also occur.

Type I. Reduplicating Syllable: cvc1

!Âkom" beaver
kúnáqin' sea-lion
qwÂdîis humpbacked whale
qwÂsAm woolly grouse
xóp'xôp' humming-bird
ts!oxô''o codfish

L!Àxwa'ý dog salmon
sd,'an' cohoe salmon
q!wt'iltcin' humpback salmon
xá'à big clam
L'Am' cockle
xÀpâ'' red cedar
qó'a'i hemlock
q!dp!xwai oak

p!é'ixâi alder
t!é'ibâi wild cherry bush
'dwak'u tobacco

q!wÀ'ix wood
xd'a.idatc stump

plural t!Âk'ut!Akom'
kumkúmâqin'
qwAd'qwÂdîs
qwÀsqwAsAm

xp'xõptxõp,
ts!óxts!oxô'o
L!AXL!AxWP''

sá'asa'an'
q!wAt'q!wÀt'itcin'
±i' axa'â
Lil'LV'AM' (type vii?)
xLp'xApa'

qouq6u'a'i
q!ap!q!Mp!exwai (with

lengthening of first
stem-vowel; -e- is in-
organic)

p!ëip!e'ixai (type viii?)
t!ë't!ý'ibài (type viii?)
'au'áwmk'u many bun-

ches of tobacco
q!wAiq!w'ix
xd'axa'a.idatc



rmqsin' nose
djicin' foot
djidis tooth
L!lkUinAs heart
xÂucin' bone
kvit! little finger
tsJ!AmJla' index finger
q!wdt' Am river
pdxai' creek
L!dqêenac spring
kùpûumîxu bill

L!axai' old man
qÂl'q! warrior -
L!Ams bouse
xÂsAm box
kwd'am coiled storage basket
L!pôtil basket bag
q!k'u board
ky!íkyäyu oar
sAq'k'u war-club,
lÂq!u bow
tc!it'qmin knife
sip!Amîn' shinny stick
lÂq!As mountain-goat blanket
L!p'ts!'a. yellow-cedar
q!Âs'Adài buckskin shirt
L!aq!acin" moccasin
pdq'âgs white-eyed
Icixãos red-eyed

plural náq1mAqsin'
djicdjicin'
djiddjidis
L!Ék'L!ikuinAs
xluxiucin'
kyit!kvit!
ts!Àmts!Amàla'
q!wdt'q!wat' Am
pdxpaxai'
L!dQ'L!aqêenac

Skup'kú'pumî',.xu (with
shortening of second
stem-vowel)

L!dxL!dcai'
qÂl'qAlq!
L!ÂmL!Ams
XÀSXASAm

kwcá'akwa'am
L!AP'L!Ápatil
q!dk"uq!ak'u

ky!ikv'kufikväyu
sÂq'sAq'Ak'u
lÂq!ul q!~

tc!it'tc!ít'gàmin'
sip!sip!Amin'
l Aq!IÀq!As
LIAp'L!Apîts!à'a

q!Asq!Às'adâi
L!Aq!L!Áq!acin

páq'paq'âgs
tcixtcixaos

Type IL. Reduplicating Syllable: cAc.

This type differs from the preceding in that, while both first
and second stem-consonants are reduplicated, the stem vowel
between these consonants is not, but is replaced by an inorganic
A-vowel. If the vowel is followed or broken by a glottal stop,
or if there are two successive vowels, the second consonant is



repeated just the same, the glottal stop being neglected in the
reduplicating syllable. Thus, tc!e'àd- and L!à'al- reduplicate as
tc!in- and L!Al- respectively. Several nouns with stem-A and
reduplicating-A, listed under Type 1, should perhaps belong
here. Three sub-types are to be recognized, according to
whether A remains as such (sub-type a), is palatalized by s, tc,
IC!, ky, 1, or y to i (i) (sub-type b), or is labialized by xpw to u
(sub-type, c).

Sub-type Il a.
myiexal bear
L!'al'ô'm' wolf
q!à°L! land otter

q!àasa' sea otter
xáa'wa fur seal
4sxu hair seal
k!ô°döt!9 porpoise

p!Ûq!Adâtc goose
Sê'n'qen' duck
hémw^qçn' swan
qé'wAx steel-head salmon
táaq!wa' devil-fish,
mát!ài horse clam

Sàa'ba' mussel
mdatc!in' louse
ôsâ'i huckleberry bush
zwdsabai soapberry bush
t!ê'e'deqwai salmon-berry bush
t!d'abuxwai gooseberry bush

qxu ring finger
L!aaq!wai fish-gill
sôpAdatc tail
ts!amuql cloud

plural mÀxmiexn l
L!,II!à'al'ö'm'
q!AL!q!áaL!

q!.sq!Jasa'
xÀuxã'wa

'As'asx3

k!w.Ad.k!wô°dot!o (with
shortening of second
vowel of stem)

p!Àq!p!àq!Adatc
qÂd'qên'qen'

hÀuhewAqen'

qAuq'WA x
tAq!tàaq!wa'

mAt!mdat!ai (with length-
ening of first vowel
of stem)

s Amsáa'ba'
mAtc!inaatc!in'
'AS'ôs6'i

XwÂSxwäsAbài
t!Ant!ê'e'dêeqwai

t!Amt!muxwài (with re-
duction of 'a of stem
tOA)

qÀxuqêxu

L!Âq!UL!àaq!wài

sÀp'sõUpAdatc

ts!Âmits!dmuql



I!à'°q!at' mountain
steqet' dug hole, well
t0'inic man
xã°p! baby basket
t!ó'mt' paddle
wax4°ts!i pipe
tôt'xulal necklace
q'It'abas wooden ball used in

game

plural t!Aq!t!daq!at'

tÂmtõ'mic
xAp!x2ap!

- !Amt!i'mnt'
wÀxwaxãats!i
tÂVt''xulal
qÀt'q' t 'abas

mitâli beaver-tooth die mÀt'mrtàli (with length-
ening of first stem-
vowel)

q'aqa rush mat qAq'q'«qa"
làq!wáinop cedar-bark mat lÂg!Pldq!wainop'
L!àxe oldest L!AXL!xe
L!álsami strong L!AIL!dlsàmi
An irregular example of this sub-type is:-
sats!Am tyee salmon sÂm$sats!Am

Here the'first and third, instead of first and second, consonants
are reduplicated.

Sub-type II b.
tc!é'ado dog
ickckväc bluejay
lô"obom' small clam
ts!dtc!ilbai spruce

sósín' mouth

sâp&xos horn
kóusAd' star '
yóxai'' pack-basket

ic!intc!e'àdo
kickvdckyäc
1imlô"obom'
,tý!itc'ts!àte!ilbai (ts!itc'-

instead of ts!itc!-)
sissõsin' (with shorten-

ing of second stem-
vowel)

'p4sp xOs
kwiskös Ad'
yixzydxai'

Irregular examples of this sub-type are:-

tc!atc!4°t!-ãn" mouse

t1xusal tongue

tc!it'ic!ã°t!dn" (for tc!it'-
instead of tc!it!-see
"spruce" above)

tistixsal'



In the first of these the plural is built not on the already redupli-
cated simplex (as e.g., in "bluejay" above), but on a simpler
unreduplicated stem abstracted from it. In the second example
the first and third, unstead of the first and second consonants,
are reduplicated (cf. "tyee salmon" above).

Sub-type II c. Only one example is available:-

xwàtoqq'm "falls" plural ut'xwätoqq'm

Type III. Reduplicating Syllable: cô or co.

Nearly all of these nouns have gu as their second consonant,
representing, as we have already seen, original w. These nouns
coùld be considered a sub-type of Type II, were it not that they
form their reduplicating syllable not in -Au, as might perhaps
be expected (cf. xkuAUcin'. under Type I), but in -à- (-û- after
dj- and go-) or -g- (probably due to contraction of original -Aw-).
Two sub-types can be recognized, according to whether the
reduplicating vowel is short (sub-type a) or long (sub-type b).

Sub-type III a.
tá'agvaxu fern
tà'agyin salmon spear

Sub-type III b.
14gaêt!a herring

p!égyäi halibut
gvgVi'panther

Uéguem sun, moon
hégvos chief
djigvin' song
Mádak'1 skin

totâ'agUaxu

totà'agyin

lôlãagvêt!a
p!õup!égväi

*gvägizgit (not obtained
as such, but -implied
in diminutive plural
gyigYgYlgyii - "pan-
ther cubs")

t!ôut!ègyem sun and moon
hÔuhêiguos
djüdjigyin'
lôuláadak'u

It is not clear why "skin" should reduplicate with ô-vowel.
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Type IV. Reduplicating Syllable: cv; Syncope of First Stem
Vowel.

Only one example has been found of this type. As it begins
with gu-, the stem -gv of the plural, coming immediately before
another consonant, reverts to w, uniting with preceding a to
form au.

gyáq'âhas rarried woman plural guduq'ähas

That *wdqdãhas is-to be presupposed is corroborated by com-
parison with KwántlEn s-wd-wtkus "married woman."'

Type V. Reduplicating Syllable: cvc.

Nouns belonging to this group have long stem-vowels and
differ from Type I in that the reduplicated vowel is shortened,
though it keeps- its, quality.

xáugyas grizzly bear xduxàugyas
qá'un' eye qáuqa'um'
qu'niai' snow' on ground qúmqõ'mai'
lôkomîn bailer luk'6kônîn

Type VI. Reduplicating Syllable: cac1.

tî'hàadàn' chief's wife tdhîhà,djn'
héq'sãamin' pole for poling canoe hdq'hçq'sà "min'
61qai'tsnake 'dl'olqai'" (with shorten-

ing of first stem-
vowel)

aL leggings 'dL'aL

"Leggings" may, of course, just as well belong to Type I.

Type VII. Reduplicating Syllable: cv.

q!eja'âda ear q!tq!oa'âda
ti (L!ims) big (house) tfti (L!Âms) big (houses)
d.u snow-flake d'c.u falling snow
1 C. Hill-Tout, Ethnologieal Studies of the Mainland HalkômelEm, a division of the Salish

of British Columbia, Report of British Association for the Advancerrient of Science, 1902,
Ethnological Survey of Canada, p. 89.
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Tyipe VIII., Recluplicztin S$yllable: cê.

A 'èording to varyiilg phioneti circumstances w haVe either

,i or è,-the latter occurring after q, q!. and T. The examplés ~
this type orn)arne1 an

kwùdjâk<u1 trôéit
1fiu yellow -cedar

djdPaaia'-tree

iMyachand
sctyd'ada neek.-

q~ 0 j water
sd'«ai lak-e

'4-$ýà'adjazc .Stonli

.'dj1qo p' basket h.
Ididalttn'nwomàn s

plural q!.ýiq!àik"u
Â-'1ivikvdjuk"

* .1 LU a'z (maSr beloing
aibo»to type Vix;' note
-ai' in pluiral)

* *<f~~~.dj<W (nQt ob-
tairn ias ,suçh,, bit.
ï 11l)ld bly dijnli-
*tývè plural djEdjidj4-,

ad a

* . q~qe7yat

'Vt) fishorffiin k! Ob!Qy ýk o m'n.

.cedlar-bark I- Uhïid f et.i k ..

Elimî'nating Il'elowv cedar," which, as wvas 1pointed. ouit, -Ma ,Y.

just as well bé reckon3d as bonigto Type.- VII (t-heie is-

renson, however, to béilievethat tiVX" ÉdS bî,,ck. to *iÎu

d4i*ninutiv6 -ty pe - Ib andi dimin Uti'vé plur al type -- I. f), ail t4 'ése

PIlurà3S May. be ý.lauý1y exane as ca 0 ôType, red rl
ctg or-4- beîng the çeôraàcted tlesuit of tY- Lt w/lbe

observed that the stemsB of-,tiies-e nouns éontain eithe'r 2 ! ,dxph-
thng, Ènldn broîken'groups (-4»i- -a't-, -û'i-Y, vowel: plus y-

(-ady 4-y 4-41 ye 1j, ôr vowel plus 'dj* (udj-) -a',djý - -'adj-,

-~dj) cl as w a 'bove is -probably a resultanit of original y:.



T ype IX. Reduplicating, Syllable: cd (or ca).

Sub-type IX a (with à).
tc!çl rain 1 plural tc!átc!el
qó'uqwai speaker qwäq'uqwai
yip'îixU hole ydyipiixU

Sub-type IX b (wilh a).
tcl'itca.iq' salt-water hunter teatct'itca.iq'

Type X. First Stem-vowel Changed to ê.

These nouns are reduplicated to begin with, and substitute for
plural reduplication a change of the first stem-vowel to ê (long
and open).

The few examples are:-

wé'walos young man wê' wälos
é'âdjam' young woman ê"''djam'
ky!tiky!ãku! crow kiý!ê'eku!4ku!

Type XI. Reduplicating Syllables: cãcAc.

Only two examples have been found of this doubly reduplicat-
ing type of plural formation. In the first, the A, coming after
g11, is palatalized to i; in the second, the reduplicating -Ay-
becomes -- (see Type VIII).

gu4adîim slave gyägyidgyàdîim
tdyac killer-whale táitîtyac

Irregular Plurals.

Several plurals listed above are somewhat irregular, but there
has been no difficulty in assigning them to definite types. The
two that follow are quite irregular. The second shows not only
reduplication but breaking of -A- to d'a-.

dj'adja' tree djädjiá'm
mÂl'q'u fawn mamá'aliq'"



A few nouns change the stem entirely in passing from singular
to plural. Such are:-

sált"' woman plural nigydp'tai
sd'aslt'u girl (diminutive of s6lt'u) ninrgyap'tai (diminutive

of nigudp'tai)
Involving this same change of stem is:-
sáltuxu married man nigydp'tahai'
Rather different, presumably, is:-

táti'nätcap' leg tcúk!&unätcap'
which keeps the same suffix in the plural, while changing the
stem.

Nouns without Plurals.

Quite a number of nouns were secured which form no plural.
Some of these are reduplicated to begin with, and the-e is clearly
a feeling, though one by no means consistently applied, against
re-reduplication in forming plurals. Others, however, are such
as might easily be reduplicated, were it usage to do so. 1It is
possible that reduplicated plurals might have been given for
some of these by other informants. Reduplicated nouns that
form no plural are:-

gyiigîis panther qwdqumîls marten
ttiteicis owl mdmrstcô'm mink

ts!îb'xuts!xu fish-hawk qwf1qwi' sea-gull
qwieqw4al!Alãa'k' butterfly xwdxwadjô'm' fly

(probably diminutive; dim. plur.
is found)

pók"upok'u liver xcxe'i nit
LáLzpx" knife hàiihei' arrow
Non-reduplicated nouns for which my informant would give

no plurals are:-
mdyQs raccoon piik! groundhog
q!i'etc elk p!á'alats!" skunk
p!ó.õ' raven 'amaxidjô'o ant
p!ah qéix salmon-egg
tc!eqx robin m6'os head
For "robin," tc!Âq'tc!eq', which might well enough be expected

as plural, was explicitly denied. If necessary to express plurality
in these nouns, qax or qAx "many", can be juxtaposed before
any of them.
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IV. REDUPLICATED DI MINUTIVES OF NOUNS.

Diminutives in Comox, as in other Salish languages, are formed
by means of reduplication. Reduplicated diminutive forms,
however, differ from reduplicated plurals in that the reduplicat-
ing syllable repeats the first consonant of the stem, never also
the second. Moreover, the vowel of the reduplicating syllable
is formed according to different rules from that of the redupli-
cating syllable of plural forms. Further complications result
from the internal changes to which the stem is often subjected,
so that altogether a large number of more or less distinct types
of diminutive formations may be recognized. It-will be advan-
tageous to list in a purely analytical way the various features
that are found in diminutives, so that ready reference may be
made to them when discussing the types as such.

Diminutivizing characteristics are:-
(1.) Reduplication of initial consonant of stem, followed by

a. Short e (i or i). Two types of e- reduplication may be
recognized, according to whether e is or is not accented.
Thus, mimo'os from móo"s "head"; qçq'ya' from q'ya
"water.'

b. Long ë (î or î), always accented. Thus L!L!.axwà"
from L!Âxwa' "dog-salmon."

c. ê, always accented. Thus q!ê'eq!êcL! from q!MaL!" land-
otter."

d. V', which may or may not be accented. Thus, lólkoomîn
from lók5oînn "bailer."

e. e, which is regularly accented. Thus, k!ók!odöt! from
k!odöt!o "porpoise."

f. Short a, accented or not. Thus, LáLi''îl" from L'"Am'
"cockle."

g. Long à. Thus, djàdjàlaguîn' from djigyin' "song."
h. Long â'a. Thus, sd'aslt'u from sált'" "woman."
i. Short o. Thus, L!QL!'amîis from L!AmS "house."

(2.) Glottal stop inserted in stem. Tbis may occur as
a. Breaking of (non-final) vowel or diphthong. Thus,

tctd'ayac from Icáyac "hand."
b. Glottalizing of final consonant (generally m or n); this

should probably include breaking of vowel when final.
Thus, lólobo'm' from 1Ô"obom' "small clam."



(3.) Quantitative vocalic changes (increments)., These include
a. Lengthening of (last) stem vowel. Thus, t6tigiiàxu from

tà'agyaxu "fern."
b. Change to wa or wa of u of stem. Thus, diminutive

plural kwîkumkw z'maqîn' from plural kumkúnàqin'
"isea-lions."

è. Lengthening of inorganic A (or i, e) to 1. Thus, xéxsîm'
from xÀsim "box." Less often, full a is changed to Î
(cf. 4b), as in kwékwi'îm' from kwd'am "coiled storage
basket."

d. Insertion of ï. This is probably but another form of 3c,
inorg inic A and absence of vowel being perhaps con-
sidered as phonologically equivalent. Thus, qéqAleq!
from qÂl'q! "warrior."

e. Insertion of short vowel (A, i) before syllable with length-
ened vowel. Thus, xàexigyicîn' (note second i) from
xÀucin' "bone."

f. Lengthening of A or a (non-final) to à. Thns, q!wäq!wà'a-
djix from q!w'ix "wood."

(4.) Qualitative vocalic changes. These include
a. Umlaut of a to short e (i). Thus, xex6'adjç'ic from

xà'adjaic "stone."
b. Umlaut of a (or à), rarely o, to long ë (î, z). Thus,

q!éeq!êck'u from q!ak'u "board."
e. Change of stem vowel to à'a. Thus, totà'amic from ti'mic

"iman."y

(5.) Vocalic reduction. Under this head-may be grouped
a. Shortening of sten vowel before syllable with lengthened

vowel (or inserted Ï). This shortening before lengthening
is doubtless due to quantitative rhythm. Thus, qu!,-
qwicqwî'i (note second i) from qwlqw? "sea-gull. Such
shortened syllables regularly lose their glottal stop, if
there is one present, as in qéqaivêm'' from qá'um' "eye."

b. Syncope of stem vowel after reduplicating syllable with
accented vowel. Long vowels may thus fall out quite as
readily as short ones. Thus, sé'csp'xos from s6pâxos
"horn."

These twenty-two diminutivizing features occur in various
combinations, so that a large number of possible types of
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diminutive formation may result. A considerable number of
such types can be constructed from the available material, but
this need not exemplify all that actually occur. As to which of
the features listed are fundamental to Salish and which merely
secondary in Comox or several Coast Salish languages, it is
useless to speculate. Adequate comparative data are necessary.
A few points of a comparative nature will be brought forward at
the end of the paper. The various diminutive types will now
be taken up in order, the main stress being laid on the form of
the reduplicating syllable.

Type I. Reduplicating Syllable: cé.

Various sub-types occur, according to whether the stem
vowels remain unmodified or are subjected to comparatively
slight changes.

Sub-type I a. Diminutive feature la only:-
mó'os head diminutive nimo'os
q*tà'abas wooden ball qéq'ta'abas
q!eja'àda ear q!wéq!oa'dda
'ámäk'u tobacco 'é'awàk'u
qwÂAdt's whale qwéqwAdî's
qÔu'a's hemlock quqou'a'I
sidjâqô'p' basket cap ssidjqô'p'
qéix salmon-egg qéqyix (-eyi- prob-

ably merely variant
of -ei-)

Sub-type I b. Diminutive features la, 3c (or d):-

mÀqsin' nose mímnqsîin'
djldis tooth djídjidis
tt'&bixu yellow cedar (<*tiyixu) 1ítiyizu
qÂl'q! warrior qqAlîeg!

Sub-typc I c. Diminutive features la, 3a, 5a:

kégos chief héhegyôI's



Type II. Reduplicating Syllable: cé; stem: feature 2a.

In thesé diminutives the first vowel of the stem is broken, the
broken vowel taking the form e'D. If the final vowel is long, it
seems to be shortened (-'à becomes -'a).

pik! ground-hog diminutive ppij'ik!
q!é'etc elk q!éq'e'etc
zd'â big clam xéxA'&'

Though. the last diminutive seems to correspond exactly in
form and rhythm to the second, the final -à', may perhaps here
be better explained as breaking of the last vowel (-a) of the stem
(feature 2b).

Type III. Reduplicating Syllablè:
or d, 5a, 2b.

qd'um' eye

qwiqwi' sea-gull

cé: stem: features 3a

qéqawêm" (-ê- doubt-
less merely variant
of -f-)

qwieqwieqwî'''

Type IV. Reduplicating Syllable: cé; stem: features 4a, 3c, 2b.

kwd'am coiled storage basket kwékwi'îm'

Type Y. Reduplicating Syllable:

L!kuinA.s heart

xzpà'" red cedar

Type VI. Reduplicating Syllable:
4b.

cé; stem: feature 5b.

L!iL!kuinAS

cé; stem: featuies ý5b,

qwÀsAm woolly grouse
pdxai' creek

Type VII. Reduplicating Syllable: cé; stem: features 5b, 3c, 2a.

qwéq'Usé"m-ol
pipxé"

xÀs-4m box xéxstm



Type VIII. Reduplicating Syllable: ce.

In this type the reduplicating e is unaccented. According to
whether or not the stem is modified in regard to vocalic length or
quality, various sub-types may be recognized.

Sub-type VIII a. Diminutive feature la only:-
ts!âlc!ilbaî spruce diminutive ts!its!itc!ilbai
q'ya' water qq'ya'
qô'uqwai speaker qwiq6'"lqwai

Here probably also belongs qwieqwdalhlaa'k' "butterfly."

Sub-type VIII b. Diminutive features la, 5a (accent on third
syllable of diminutive):-
say'ada neck sisiyd'ada (sa-short-

ened to sA-, which,
coming before y.
has to be palatal-
ized to si-)

xã'aidatc stump xexA'.idatc (-a.i-
probably equiva-
lent to -ai-)

Sub-type VIII c. Diminutive features la, 3a (or c):-
sd'yal lake sis'yil
ma1c!in louse mimáatc!în'

Sub-type VIII d. Diminutive features la, 4 b:-
pók upok'n liver pipúk'upiîk'

Type IX. Reduplicating Syllable: ce; stem: fecture 2a.

Here again the reduplicating vowel is an unaccented e. The
stem, however, is characterized by the breaking of one of its
vowels. According to whether or not umlaut also takes place,
two sub-types are to be recognized.

Sub-type IX a. Diminutive features la, 2a:-
tcàyac liand tcitc'ayac



Sub-type IX b. Diminutive featuresla, 2a, 4a:-
xà'adjaic stone diminutive xexd'adjç'ic

As irregular representative of this type may perhaps be con-
sidered:

qê'n qen' duck qçqA'dd-ôl (built on
unreduplicated sim-
plex)

Type X. Reduplicating Syllable: cé.

Various sub-types are to be recognized, according to whether
or not the stem vowels are quantitatively modified.
Sub-type X a. Diminutive feature lb only:-

tc!el rain tc!itc!cl

p!égyai halibut p!Pt p!igvi
ts!oxô"O codfish ts!î'ts!oxô'o
L!ÂXwU,'i dog-salmon L!ï L!AXWä'
xásp! baby-basket xéexdap!
p!ex'o raven p!î'p!Oxõ'O

yIpPxU hole yeyipixx"
L!pî'is!a'a yellow-cedar bark L!î'L!pîts!a'a

blanket
títclteilc little owl 1tîtitctitcirc
kyàckyäc bluejay kyî',kyàc
qo'qQwîtm' small breast feathers qwî'equwîim'
In the last two examples the diminutive is formed, not from

the already reduplicated simplex, but from the unreduplicated
form abstracted from it.
Sub-lype X b. Diminutive features lb, 3c:-

L!pàtil bag L!ieL!pàtît

tc!eqz robin tc!M4tc!teqz
kùmâqin' sea-lion kwî'kumàqîn'
djicin' foot djî'djicîn'
lÂq!u bow lîlcq!u

.Sub-type X c. Diminutive features lb, 5a, 3c .(or 3a):-
q!wÀt*i'icin' humpback salmon q!wéq!utiitcîn'
t!a'abuxwài goosêberry bush t!it!Àmuxwdi
p!6'alats!a skunk p!tp!A'lats! (mis-

heard for -p!Al-?)
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Sub-type X d. Diminutive features lb, 3e, 3c:-
xiucin' bone diminutive xgexiguicîn' (-igvi-<

It should be noted that this type of diminutive formation,
while externally similar to Type VIII of plural formation (cf., e.g.,
xeexãap! "little basket" with q!eiq!ik'U "eagles"), is in reality
quite distinct in origin, the latter, as we have seen, tracing its
reduplicating -ë- to -Ay- and being limited to nouns with i-diph-^
thongs.

Type XI. Reduplicating Syllable: ce; stem: feature 2b.

mdt!i horse clam

hàihei (hâihei'?) arrow
q!Âs' Adài buckskin shirt

mé'mAI!â't (me'- per-
haps misheard for
mé-)

heheihei'i
q!éeq!as'adâ'i

Type XII. Reduplicating Syllable: cg; stem: 4b.

q!dk"' board
aL leggingàe

Type XIII. Reduplicating Syllable:- ci; stem: feature 5b.

There are two sub-types, according to whether or not the stem
vowel is modified.

Sub-type XIII a. Diminutive features 1
q!p!xwai oak
p!é'ixãi alder
L!6Gq!Wai fish-gill
kúp-ûumnîuxu hill
làq!wàinop' cedar-bark mat
t!à'ibãi wild-cherry bush
t!Aq't!Âqãi dog-wood

b, 5 b:-
q!eq!p!xwai

p!î'p!xài
L!î''L!q!wài
kwik'up-Uit'
1î'lq!wàinop'
t!î't!bi

t!et!qài

In the last example the diminutive is built up on the unre-
duplicated stem abstracted from the already reduplicated
simplex. The broken stem vowels -ë'i- of "alder" and "wild-

q!ecq!éek'u
é'èL



cherry bush" disappear in the diminutive apparently without
trace of ', but this may in part be due to following q! and p!,
which imply '. With these contrast:-

sd'an' cohoe salmon diminutive sis'ad-ôl
Here the -a'a- is treated,, not as a broken vowel, but as two

vowels with intervening consonant.

Sub-type XIII b. Diminutive features lb, 5b, 3c:-
lÂq!.is mountaih-goat blanket lî'l'q!îs
L!Àq!acin'' moccasins L!ecL!q!acên' (mis-

heard for -ên"'?)

Type XIV. Reduplicating Syllable: cé; stem: features 5a,
3c, 2b.

t!éguem sun, moon t!î't!ig'îm'
-i- is for -A-, because of following g'.

Type XV. Reduplicating Syllable: c; stem: features 5b, 4a.

saq'lk'u war-club siisqçku

Type XVI. Reduplicating Syllable: cê'.

q4'°qa' rush mat eê'eqà'a
t6t'xIal necklace tê'ctVxulal

The diminutive of "necklace," as often happens with nouns
reduplicated to begin with, is built up on the implied unredupli-
cated stem. The same applies to the diminutive of "rush mat,"
except that here it is the reduplicating syllable of the simplex,
which doubtless more nearly represents the simple stem, that is
taken as the base of the diminutive form.

Type XVII. Reduplicating Syllable: cê'; stem: feature 4a or b.

Two sub-types are found, according to whether or not there
areat the same time quantitative changes in the stem.



Sub-type XVII a. Diminutive features le, 4b:-
q!M«L! land-otter diminutive q!êé'q!èfL!

q!àa sa' sea-otter q!ê'eq!êcs (note loss of
-a,)

Sub-type XVII b. Diminutive features, 'Ic, 5a, 4a (or b):-
qê'wAX steel-head salmon ' ê'qege'x

-gy- is from original -w-. It is not clear whether -qegye'x repre-
sents *-qewecx or *-qewex.

Type XVIII. Reduplicating Syllable: cé; stem: features 3c, 2b.

q!wdt'An river q!wécq!wat'îm' (q!wée-
not equivalent to
q!wêc-; see diminu-
tive plural type iv)

Type XIX. Reduplicating Syllable: cê'; sterm: feature 5b.

There are two sub-types, the latter with modified stem vowel.

Sub-type XIX a. Diminutive features le, 5b:-
spâxos horn sê'esp'xos
héqtsämin' pole for poling canoe hê'ehq'sãamin

Sub-type XIX b. Diminutive features le, 5b, 3c:-
t!Âkom'' beaver (-ko- doubt- 't!ê'et!kwîn'

less for -kw.i-)

Type XX. Reduplicating Syllable: Cr.

Here again there are two sub-types, the latter with vocalic
reduction.

Sub-type XX a. Diminutive feature ld:-
xàugyas grizzly bear xáxâugyas

Here probably belongs also xwdxadjö'm' "fly.''

Sub-type XX b. Diminutive features ld, 5a, 3c or d:-
láaguêt!a herring ' lliguêt! (-i- < -A-)
láidaietAn woman's cedar-bark lalidatctin (-- <-Ai-)

skirt
t!'mt' paddle t!ót!tbîit'



Type XXI. Reduplicating Syllable: C9; stem: feature 5b.

There are three sub-types, based on differences in the further
treatment of the stem.
Sub-type XXI a. Diminutive features ld, 5b-

yàxai', pack-basket diminutive yd.ixai'

Sub-type XXI b. Diminutive features Id, 5b, 3a:-
wax&ats!i pipe wauxô«ts!î

Sub-type XXI c. Diminutive features Id, 5a, 5b:-
lokôon n bailer lôlkoomîn

Type XXII. Reduplicating Syllable ct;
and 2b.

There are two sub-types, depending
first vowel of the stem is reduced.

stem: features 3a or c,

on whether or not the

Sub-type XXII a: Diminutive features Id, 3c, 2b:-
sàts! n tyee salmon sas"àt s!î'm'

Sub-type XXII b. Diminutive features Id, 5a, 3a, 2b:-
sá'idjad leaf sasîdj'" (-i- reduced

from -a'i-)

Type XXIII. Reduplicating Syllable: et; stem: features 5a,
3a or c.

kf!à5d6t!o porpoise - k!5k!odôt!"
máyos raccoon màn.iyos (-i- palat-

alized from -A-, re-
duced from -à-)

tá'agvax" fern itigyâx" (-i- palatal-
ized. from -A-, re-
duced from -à'a-)

t4'agyin salmon-spear . tátiqgîn (dit.)

guaadîzmn slave gyágyidîtm (-i- pala-
talized from -A-, re-
duced from -àa-)
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Type XXVI. Reduplicating Syllable: c4; stem: feature 5b.

Three sub-types are to be recognized, according to whether
the stem undergoes no further change or is further modified.

Sub-type XXVI a. Diminutive features le, 5b:-
sós.în' mouth diminutive sóssîn'
p!àq!Adatc goose p!e p!q!Adätc
tî'hàadan' chief's wife tît'hàdan'
sôpAdatc tail sóuspAdatc
xwÔs Abai soapberry bush xwàxusabãi
tfxusal tongue tiltxusal
ósà'i huckleberry bush '' Asà'i (-'ôs- cannot

be further reduced
than -'As-)

miexàl bear mI'mExâl (-E- is mere-
ly glide)

sip!,Amin' sþinny stick sî'sp!Amiîtn'
mitàli beaver-tooth die rnî'm(i)tâli (-r- is

merely glide)
ky !íktàyu oar k'!î'k.!kväyu
st'eqet' dug hole, well si'isqçt'

"Bear," "shinny stick," "beaver-tooth die," and "oar,"
which have short stem-vowels, are perhaps- better listed with
type X.

Sub-type XXVI b. Diminutive features le, 5b, 3c:-
kôusAd' star kôk'sîd'

Sub-type XXVI1 c. Diminutive features le, 5b, 5a, 3a:-
t!ê'c'dêeqwai salmon-berry bush t!êt!dÀquäi

Type XXVII. Reduplicating Syllable: c'-; stem: features
5 b, 4 b.

t!4aq!at' mountain

Type XXVIII. Reduplicating Syllable: c; stem: features 5b
(or a), 3a, 2a.

t6aq!wa' devil-fish
dja'adja' tree

tát'q!wâ'a
djàdjidjû'a (-- pal-

atalized from -A-,
reduced from -à',-)

t!àt!q!ëitC



Type XXIX. Reduplicating Syllable: ca.

Two sub-types have been found illustrated, each represented
by but one example in the material obtained.
Sub-type XXIX a. Diminutive features if, 3c, 2b:-

L'Am'it cockle diminutive LdL2'îM"
Sub-type XXIX b. Diminutive features If, 3b, 2a:-

kwúdjäk'" trout kwakwd'adjäk'u

Type XXX. Reduplicating Syllable: cà; stem: feature Sf.

Two sub-types may be recognized, the second with further
modification of the stem.
Sub-type XXX a. Diminutive features 1g, 3f:-

q!w'ix wood q!wäq!wá'odjix (-dj-
<*-y-, glide be-
tween -à'a- and -i-).

Sub-type XXX b. Diminutive features- lg, 3f, 3c:-
djiguin' song (<*djAivAn') djàdjagyîn'

Type XXXI. Reduplicating Syllable: c"v'; stem: feature 5b.

sàlt'u woman s4'aslt'" girl
L!4'al'o'n' wolf L!à'aL!l' 'm'

Type XXXII. Reduplicating Syllable: co; stem: feature 4c.

Two sub-types, each represented by one example, are found,
the second involving a further change of stem.
Sub-type XXXII a. Diminutive features li (perhaps rather 1

d), 4c:-
tô'mic man tott'amic boy

Sub-type XXXII b. Diminutive features li,,4c, 3d:-
L!AMs bouse aL!oL!6'amîtis

Diminutive in -ôl, -o.

Besides forming diminutives by means -of reduplication and
internal stem change, Comox can also make diminutives of
animal nouns by means of a suffix -ôl(C'") or -ol(t'u). Some of
the diminutives in -öl(t'u) or -ol(t'") are nouns whose simplex is
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V. DOUBLY REDUPLICATED DIMINUTIVE PLURALS
OF NOUNS.

The plurals of diminutives are, as a rule, doubly reduplicated,
the first reduplicating syllable expressing the diminutive idea,
the second that of plurality; the first reduplicating syllable is
almost invariably of diminutive type, the second of plural type.
Hence diminutive plurals are morphologically, and psycholo
gically, diminutivized plurals, not pluralized diminutives.
While they may be said, on the whole, to be formed from the
plural of the simplex, the diminutive singular has often influence
on the form of the diminutive plural, both as regards the inner
stem changes and the vowel of the reduplicating syllable. Thus
diminutive plurals may be said to combine, roughly speakinrg,
the characteristics of both the plural and diminutive of the
simplex. In order better to understand the formation of the
diminutive plural and to assist in cross-referencing, the types to
which the non-diminutive plural and the diminutive singular
belong will be indicated in the following lists.

Type I. Reduplicating Syllable: cè; followed by plural of simplex.

The reduplicating syllable is analogous to that of diminutive
types X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, and XV. According to whether
or not the remaining part of the word is somewhat modified
from the plural of the simplex, sub-types may be recognized.

Sub-type I a. Plural of simplex unchanged:-
L!fkuinAs heart plur. I. . dim. v. dim. plur. L!î'L!Ek'-

ts!oxô''o codfish -dit.
L!ÂxWa'' dog-salmon - dit.
L!pî'ts!a'a yellow cedar

bark basket dit.
tc!éqr robin no plur.

x a
dit.

dit.
x b.

L!ikuinAS
ts!îts!oxts!ôxô'°

L!fL!axL!AXWà"

L!îL!Ap'L!ÀpîtS!à a

aL leggings
kûpûumluxu hillI

(type i implied
in dim. plur.)

i. (or vi.)
dit.

tc!itc!eq--tc!éqôlt'u

XII. t'aL'aL
xiii a. kwikup'kúp-t'

(with -îýt' as in
diminutive singu-
lar)



plur. dit. dim. xxvi a. dim. plur. ky.î t ku!-

sip!Amîn' shinny-stick dit.
qwdqumî's marten no plur.

(type i, based
on stem-form of
unreduplicated
simplex, im-
plied in dim.
plur.)

xãop! baby basket
t!6'abuxwài goose-

berry bush
l1q!wàinop' cedar-

bark mat
L!aq!wai fish-gill
k!odöt!o porpoise
is!àmugl cloud
mitàli beaver-tooth

dip
mírxàl bear

L a.

dit.

dit.
dit.
dit.
dit.

dit.
il a.

xiii a.
dit.

XXIII.
dit.

lîláÀq!ulàq!wàinop'
L!îL!Aq!uL!áaq!wai
k!wîk!wAd*k!odoi!"
ts!its!Aits!muçl

xxvi a. tmln.it'în'htli
xxvi a. mî mÂxEnixàl

(-e- is glide)

ségeqt' well
ósà'i huckleberry

bush
s6pAdatc tail
to'mic man

gydad^ini slave

yàxai'" pack-baske
tc!atc!Mt!àn" mouý
kôus.1d' star
p!égyäi halibut
gtl/gIPI panther

blqai' snake
50138-5

dit.

dit.
dit.
dit.
xi. (aside

from gud- belongs
to iL b.)
t i b.

se dit.
dit.
III b.

no plur.
(type iii b im-
plied in dim. plur.)

V1.

dit. sîsÀq*sëerÇ

dit.
dit.

xxXII a.
XXIr.

xxi a.
xXIV.
xxvi b.

x a.,
-ül

sis.1p'sôupaîdatc
tiA mnto' omic

guëgyidgyadî'm
(based on -gyidguá?-

dî'm of plur.)
yiyíxiyäxai"
tc!tc!t'tc!aotM!n"
kwîAkwiskôusAd'
p!î p!ôup!eguäi

guitzgllg"l'gyI'

xxI . 'ê' Al' olqai''

ky!íkyàyu oar
ky'ky!ikväyu

dit. sisi p!sí p!amî^'n'
-olt'" qwgqumqwäqunîs

x a. xëxÂp!xãa p!

x c. t!it!.1mt!.ibuxwai



sá'idjA' leaf
djá'adja' tree i

yip*'îxu hole

Sub-type I b.
feature 3a, c, or d

djidis tooth
L!pátil bag
djicin' foot
l.q!As mountain-

goat blanket
L!Àq!acin"' mocca-

sin

t!Âkoin" beaver
!0'rnt' paddle

wax4als!i pipe
taq!wa' devil-fish

djigyin' song

Sub-type I c.
feature 5a:-

lôkônîn bailer
tî'hjsdân' chief's

wife

Sub-type I d.
feature 2b:-

lô''°bomt smal clam
k!ôyokobî'n fisher-

man

plur. viii. dim. xxii b. dim. plur. sisisd'idjAc
rregular xxvin. djëdjidjá'adja'

(built on plur.
type vin)

Ix. xa. yëyip"yip * - .U
(built on plur.

type 1)

Plural of

I.
dit.
dit.

dit.
dit.

1I.
in a.
dit.
dit.

i b.

simplex modified by diminutive

1b. djidjiddjidîbs
x b. L!iL!,Ap'L!,ipâtil

dit. djîdjùldjicîn'

xiii b. lîlAq!lÀq!îs
dit. L!ëL!Aq!L!.Iq!acîn'

(-4n' misheard for
-in .)

xix b.
xx b.

xxi b.
XXVIII.

t!t!! Ak't!Àkwîm'
tht!nt! t!óibî t'
wîwÀxwaXa1s!î
tît A',q'tásq!wä'

(-'q' misheard for
-q! ?)

xxx b. djidjûdjigy'în'

Plural of simplex modified by diminutive

xxi c. lilúk'lôkoonîn
xxvi a. tftahtihàaddn'

Plural of simplex modified by diminutive

i b.

VIII.

xxv a. lilimlô"obo'm'

dit. k!wî k!wik!oygko-
bîAin"-



Sub-type I e. Plural of
feature 4b:-

Ild'aq!at' mountain plur. ii

Sub-type I f. Plural of
features 3b, 2a, 3c:-
kúmàqin' sea-lion 1.

simplex modified by diminutive

a. dim. xxviii.

dim. plur. tê!qtáqët

simplex modified by diminutive

x b. kwîkumkwá"'màqîAn'

A couple of aberrant diminutive plurals with cë- are given
under type 11 f.

Type IL. Reduplicating Syllable: ce; folloiwed by plural of
simplex.

The reduplicating syllable is analogous to that of diminutive
types 1, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. Sub-types are
to be recognized here as in type i.

Sub-type II a. Plural of simplex unchanged:-

qw.idîs hump-
backed whale

q'a'- hemlock
'áwâk'u tobacco
xÀpa'" red cedar
q!p!xwai oak
g'tá'abas wooden ball

used in game
qê'n'qen' duck

q'aqa' rush mat
tot'zulal necklace

I.

dit.
dit.
dit.
dit.

il a.
dit.

dit.
dit.

i a.
dit.
dit.
v.

xiii a.

qwéqwAd' qw Adî s
qwiçõqÔu'a'i
'e' 1 u'dwäk'u
xexAp'xÂpa'
q!eq! Ap!q!á p!xwai

1 a. qçq.il'q't 'abas
ix b. qeqd'qên"' (based

on unreduplicated
simplex)

xvi. qqAq qg'qaqa'
xvi. tilAXutôt'xulal (re-

duplicating sylla-
ble for plurality
based on unredu-
plicated form of
simplex)

50138-5J



q!aL! land-otter plur. n a. dim. xv
q!dasa' sea-otter dit.

xàô'wa fur seal dit.
s&a'ba' mussel dit.
xwasbài soapberry

bush dit.
p!àq!Adãtc goose dit.

L!6'al'o'm' wolf dit.
ts!àtc!ilbai spruce iî b.
kuâckuac bluejay dit.

sàpaxos horn dit.
tà'agyaxpu fern iii a.
hegos chief in b.
xugyas grizzly bear v.
héq'sãamin' pole for

poling canoe VI.
q!6a'àda car vi.
sidjáq'p' basket

hat VIII.
tIyac killer whale xi

(plur. of type
viii implied in
dim. plur.)

Sub-type II b.
feature 3c or d:-
qÀl-q! warrior
lÀq!u bow
q!wÂt*îitcin' hump-

back salmon

xÀucin' bone
mdatc!in' louse
àsxu hair seal
tá'agyin salmon spear

n a. dim. plur. q!eq!ÂL!q!àaL!
dit. q!eq!.isq!àas (with

loss of -a', as in
dim. sing.)

xxv b. xexAuxà'wa

dit. sisAmsda'ba'

xxvi a. xwexwÂsxwasAbai

dit. p!ep!Aq!p!àaq!A-
dãtc

xxxi. L!eL!ÀIL!'al''n'

viii a. ts!its!itc'ts!Ûtc!ilbai

x a. kyäkuîckyäc (based
on unreduplicated
form of simplex)

xix a. sisipsäpaxQs

xx1uI. titlà'agyax"l

I c. héhôuhê'gyQs
xx a. -xéxauxdugyas

xix a. hehdq'heq'sãamin'
i a. q!wéq!oq!oa'àda

1a. si.sisidjäg'p'
xxIII titttaayac

Plural of simplex modified by diminutive

1.
dit.

dit.

dit.
nI a.
dit.
Ii1 a.

1 b. qaqlqAlî'eq!

x b. litIg!ulîPq!u

X c. q!weq!wAt'q!wÀ-

t*îztcîn'
x d. xéxAuxAucîn'

viii c. minAtc!m6atc!în'

XXIII. 'é'as'sîXu
dit. titotd'agyîn



Sub-type II c. Plural of
features 3a or c, and 2b:-

simplex modified by diminutive

xÀsAm box

qwÀsAm woolly

grouse

q!Às'Adai buckskin
shirt

L"'ArM' -cockle

héwAqçn' swan
mdt!di horse clam
q4'um' eye

plur. i. dim

dit.

dit.
dit. (or viii.)

n a.
dit.
v.

. vn. dim. plur.
xexAsxÂsÎm'

VI. qwegusqûsîm"

(-qus- probably
merely variant
of -qwAs-)

Xi. q!eq!Asq!Às'adà'i
xxix a. LiL'Li'îm" (with

irregular lengthen-
ing of -il-=-4i- to
-ai-)

-ôl hehAuhéwaqên"
X i. mem At!má",t!à''

n1. gqçqqá'om" (-qq-
heard for -qau-, or
perhaps for -qAu-
reduced from-qau-
-see type nI)

Sub-type II d.
feature 4a or b:-

pdxai' creek
q!dk', board
sAq'k'" war-club

Sub-type II e.
changed to cAu-:-

xd'à big clam

Plural of simplex modified by diminutive

I.

dit.
dit.

VI. pipÀxpaxé'i
xv. -q!eq!ak'uq!éek'
XV. sisÀq'sAgek'u

Reduplicating syllable of plural of simplex

iu. xexAux'A (note
change of xa'â- to
-xã'a, perhaps due
to rhythmic anal-
ogy of dim. sing.
xêxA''A)

-ôl q!eq!Auq!àik-ôlq!àik'u eagle VnI.



These strange diminutive plurals can hardly be explained
otherwise than as formed by analogy of such diminutive plurals
as xexAux'wa "little fur seals," xéxauxàugvas "little bears,"
and xéxuAxucfn' "little bones," where -xAu-(-xau-) is etymo-
logically justified. The parallelism of xá'a "big clam" and
xdo'wa' "fur seal" seems particularly plausible.

Sub-type II f. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive
feature 4c (for convenience of comparison one form with cë is
included):-

t!é'ibâi wild cherry plu
bush

qé'wAx steel-head
salmon

t';" yellow cedar

Another diminutive
reduplicating syllable
type 1, is:-

sd'an' cohoe sal-
mon

r. i (or viii). dim. xiii a. dim. plur.
t!ét!Àmt!â"abai
(really belongs to
type 1; based on
geduplicated plu-
ral of type II)

II.

VIII.

xvi b.
qqAuq4'ogvêex

(-guêex as in dim.
sing.)

i b. titot&'ayix" (tMixu

>*tiyixu, ti- being
modified to ta'a-;
-to-, cf. type ii e,
is peculiar and is
probably due to
analogy of titot'-
aga.xu ''little
ferns")

plural with erratic -o- vowel (in both
for plurality and stem) belonging to

xIII a. stsoso'dd-öl

The material at hand does not permit to see what analogies
have operated here.



Type III. Reduplicating Syllable: ce; reduplicating vowel of
plural of simplex shortened.

A new feature is here introduced, the shortening of the long
reduplicating vowel characteristic of the plural. Sub-types
are here also to be recognized.

Sub-type III a.
xàp'xõp' hum-

ming bird

l4aguêt!a herring
l4adak'u skin
q'ya' water
x'a. idatc stump

(

sd'yal lake
láidatet An woman's

cedar-bark skirt

Sub-type III b.
feature 2a:-
tcàyac hand

Plural of simplex not otherwise modified:-
plur. i.

type
lied
lur.)

n1 b.
n1 b.
viii.

I.

viii im-

in dim.

viii.

dit.

xx b.
XXIII.

viii a.
vin b.

xwexóp'xõup' (bas-
ed on unredupli-
cated simplex)
lilolÛGgUêt!a
lelolà<dak'"
qeqçq'ya'
xexexd'aidatc

viii c. sisis'yal
xx b. lilil6idat an

Plural of simplex modified by diminutive

viii. ix a. tcitcitc'yac

Sub-type III c. Plural of simplex modified by diminutive
features 2a, and 3b or f:--

sayd'ada neck
kwúdjäk'u trout

Sub-type III d. P
features 4a and 2a:-

xá'adjaic stone

vIII.

dit.
viii b. - sisis'yd'ada

xxix b. kwikîuikwadjäk'u

lural of simplex modified by diminutive

ix b. xexexa'adje'ic

dim. -ôlt',4 dim. plur.

Vmi.



T ype IV. Reduplicating Syllable: cê; followed by simplex.

It seems that a reduplicating syllable with ê tends to be
considered the morphological equivalent of double reduplication
(see plural type X, diminutive type XVI), in this case of combined
diminutive and plural reduplication. Various sub-types are to
be recognized, according to whether the reduplicating syllable
is followed by the unmodified (or modified) simplex, the modified
form characteristic of the diminutive, or by a form still further
modified.

Sub-type IV a. Simplex unchanged:-

p!ê'ixài alder plur.
(or

L!Ams house
mô'os hand - no plu

Sub-type IV b. Simp
ic!é'âdo dog

Sub-type IV c. Redu
to ê:-

xwáxwadjô'm' fly
(dim. in form)

qwieqwàat!Alâ'k' butterfly
(dim. in form)

mÂqszn' nose
kwd'am coiled

storage basket
q!wát* Am river
tixusal tongue

I.

dit.
r.,

dim. xiii a. dim. plur.
p!êp!ê''xãi

xxxir b. L!ê'CL!Ams
1 a. mê'emo'gs (may

also be considered
as belonging to
type iv b)

lex modified by diminutive feature 5a:-
I b. xxvb. tc!ê'tc!in'àm' (ir-

regular in that -o
of stem is dropp-
ed; with -âm' cf.
perhaps -à'm of
djädjiá'm 'trees')

plicating vowel of diminutive changed

Xwê'exwAdjO'm'

qwêeqwàat!Alà'k'

i b. mê'mAqs lnI.

dit.
dit.
II b.

Iv.
xvIII.

xxvi a.

kwê'ekwi'îm'
q!wê'q!wat
tê'etxusal



Sub-type IV d. Reduplicating vowel of. diminutive changed
to ê; stem further modified by diminutive features 5a and 3c:-

q!wÀ'ix wood plur. i. dim. xxxa. dim. plur.
q!wê'eq!wadjîx

Sub-type IV e. Reduplicating vowel of diminutive changed
to ê; stem further modified by diminutive feature 5b:-

sàts!Am tyee sal-
mon

11 a. xxII a.
sê'csts!i'm'

Type V. Reduplicating Syllable: cê; followed by plural of
simplex modified by diminutive features 5a and 3a:-

-t!ê'c'dêeqwai salmon- plur.
berry bush

sósin' mouth il

11 a. dim. xxvi c. dim. plur.
t!ê't!Ant!An'qwài
(-êe- is lost, cf.
diminutive feature
5 b)

b. xxvi a. ýsê'soss'n'

VI. MISCELLANEOUS LINGUISTIC MATERIAL.

NUMERALS.

pá'a
sd'a
tcàlas
màs

t!dxam (or-ab)
ts!6'utcîis
tM'atcils
tigixcu
ôp' n

11.
20.
30.
40.
50.
60.
70.
80.
90.

100.

ôp'ân kaik'" pá'"
srmcyd'a 200.
tcanauxucyà'a 300.
mosalcyà'a 400.
séyats!alcyà'a 500.
t!áxamalcyà'a 600.
ts!ôtci'alcyà'a 700.
tà'atcisalcyà'a 800.
tigyizwalcyà'a ' 900.
t'sà'uítc 1000.

sâ'mitc
tcà'adagvitc
mos'agyitc
scatsf'aguitc
t!axamá'agyite'
ts!ôtcisd'agyitc
td'atcisà'aguitc
tigyixwà'aglítc
t'sà'agyitc

2000 is sába t'sà'agvitc orsá'a t'sá>aguitc.
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Numerals with classifying suffixes, referring to c of objects
counted, are:-

People Canoes Fathoma Houses Dollars

I pipâ'a. nate'1dqu:l natki
7
Fueltil naocrâ;wduteu pdy'q

2 sisa'a sàbagvzl sâniäl s'abautzu sà&'qs

3 te6lày tcddäagual tcâdd,,eulût icadautru icdlasqys

A máqyot: maásäuU msáltät smotsaut- msys

6 t!'dzamây: l'dzamä"tgual

7 ts!ôtcisdy:
8. ta'dtetsâyn

9 ttvIfrwáyt

10 opdnäyt

The series for "dollars" refers, properly speaking, to round
objects, including such objects as heads and turnips.

BODY-PART SUFFIXES. Examples of body-part "substanti-
vals," as they have been termed by Boas, which occur only in
composition (better perhaps derivation), are:-

head: pdq -eqwan' white-headed
tcx .ëegwan' red-headed

(or -ad")
hand: pdqô'udja' white-handed

tcix'udja' red-handed
eye: páq -às white-eyed

páq'paq'aos white-eyed (plur.; refers to several persons
or to two eyes of one person)

lcixãos red-eyed
tcixtcixãos red-eyed (plur.)

nose: ts!àts!ëemiq'u red-nosed
pdg''eg' white-nosed
t!át'ts!â'amiq'u nose bleeds

foot: pdq'cin' white-footed
pdq'paq'cin' white-footed (plur.)

With these contrast independent use of, "ear" in pág'paq
q!oa'àda "white ears."



POSSESSIVE AND SUBJECTIVE PRONOUNS. Only very frag-
mentary data were secured on Comox pronouns. I do not
consider them as particularly reliable.

tAtsi mó'os my head tAmsi mó'oçs our heads
Lin mó'os your head tA mo'osap' your

(plur.) heads (vis-
ible)

tA mo"ss his head (visible) ku mó'osap' your
(plur.) heads (ii-
visible)

ku mó'oss his head (invisible)

tA and ku are articles implying visibility and invisibility respect-
ively. Possessive pronouns modifying verb subjects are:-

'à tsi mó'os my head is sore ('à' to be sore)
't' tAn mó'os.your head is sore
'à tA m '9ss his head is sore
'à tA mó'0ss tA sàlt"' the woman has headache (literally, sore

the her-heid the-woman)

Possessive pronouns modifying verb objeets are:-

tc'k!údA wad ts1 m6'os I see my head
tc'k!údAxwad das mo? ps I see your head
ic'k!úd.Axwad dA mô'oss I see his head
tc'k!údAxwad das tcitcàyac I sec your hands
ic'k!údAxwad dA tctticayacs I see his hands

Subjective pronominal suffixes are:-

tÉtc tô'mic I arn a big man (ti big)
ti'otc'u tô'mic you are a big man
t' a tô'mic he is a big man
tiadjan sält'u I am a big woman
Wi'adjauxu sâlt'u you are a big woman
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VII. v COMPARATIVE NOTES ON SALISH NOUN
- REDUPLICATION.

This is not the place to enter into anything like a systematic
comparative treatment of Salish reduplication, the more so as the
phonetics- of most of the material available for comparison are
not such as to allow one to make definitive classifications of plural
and diminutive types (this remark applies particularly to vocalic
quantity and glottal stops, both of which, as we have seen, are
important for our present purpose). Certain facts of a compara-
tive nature, however, come out quite clearly and may be briefly
noted here.

PLURAL REDUPLICATION. It is evident that all Salish lang-
uages make use, like Comox, of different types of plural reduplica-
tion. 'Both types I ^and II are plentifully illustrated and are
without doubt the fundamental Salish
type I are:-

processes. Examples of

Bella Coola

Tcil'Qéuk
(Cowichan group

Shuswap

Okanagan
Thompson River

mountain

s-In tree

s-kwomdi dog

sk'dqa dog
nôqonuq woman
s-k'ElEmeQ man
s-k'um

s-núkoa friend
s-kôum crumpled

Examples of type Il are:-

Nanaimo s-pâl raven
s-tâlo river

plur. s-tinn (s-,
often in' Salish,
prefix)

s-kwomkwomdi 2

s-k'aqk'qa3

noqnôqonuq
s-k*Elk'EltEmkQ
s-k'umk'um

s-nukEnkoa5

s-köumk6um

s-pElpâ'16

s-t Eltâ'lö

1 F. Boas, The Salish Languages of British Columbia. Report of British Association for'
the Advancement of Science, 1890, 6th Report on the Northwestern Tribes of Canada, p.
127.

2 C. Hill-Tout, Report of British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1902,
Report on the Ethnological Survey of Canada, p. 20.

8 F. Boas, ibid., p. 131. k- is here and in other forms equivalent to our q; q to our z;
Q to our:r; tl to our ?(and z); tl' to our LI.

4 Ibid., p. 135.
a F. Boas, Report o British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1898, 12th

and Final Report on the Northwestern Tribe of Canada. p. 28.
' F. Boas, Report B.A.A.S., 6th Report on N.W. Tribea, p. 129.



Shuswap

Okanagan
Thompson River

s-kdpk*EY head plur. s-k'EpkdpqEn' (prob-
ably misprint for
-kEpkd"pk*En)

kz'ëst bad ky'Eskêst' (probably
misprint for -k'êst)

's-k'élQ Indian s-kElk*lQ2

c4EnQ stone CEnCàEnQ3

s-pam camp fire S-pEmpdm'
s-nikiáp coyote s-nîknikidp3  (-î- is

very open and short,
-1- is close and equl-
valent to our -- )
hence tye iib)

s-Quait to walk s-QsQuasit (type Il c)

An interesting Thompson River example of type Il is:-
cirôp tree cipcirf p3 

°

An example of type III (reduplicating -Aw- contracted to -o-
or -ô-), but with retained -w- (Comox -g-) is:-

Okanagan tEtuwet boy t6tuil (based on unre-
duplicated form of
simplex; final 'vowel
of stem apparently
shortened)

This example follows type III b. As illustrating diversity of
usage in the treatment of the same stem in different Salish
languages, compar~e with this:-

Lower Lillooet tu'iwvut' boy tutu'á wutC (-Y- is short
and close)

This follows type III a, besides which the stem itself seems to
differ markedly in regard to vocalic quantity and rhythm from
the cognate Okanagan stem. Shuswap agrees better with
Okanagan:-

tüwiut boy tütuwéiut6

1 Ibid., p 131.
2 Ibid., p 135
3 F. Boas. Report B.A.A.S . 12th Report on N.W. Tribes, p. 28
4 F. Boas, Report B A.A S., 6th Report on N.W. Tries, p. 135.
J Somb Low(r Lillooet linguistic natermai was obtained in January, 1912, from I nace

Jacob (Inan name Ysp).a F. Boas, ibW, p. 131.



It would seem that type VII, which is only sporadically repre-
sented in Comox, is more typically developed in Interior Salish.
Examples are:-

Shuswap

Thompson River

Lower Lillooet

Note also:-
Nanaimo

tsitQ house
giéia old woman
tcitQ house
s-tsuk' picture
s-k'àk'qa dog
s-pEZûZô bird

s-kikElQoa musk-
rat

ct'W.'x house
qà'9 water

k'únes whale
(i.e. qúnes)

plur. tsitttQ'
gigiùia'

tcitcItQ2

s-tsutsúk.2

s-k'aka'k'qa2

s-pEpEûZ2
2 (this form,

however, may really
be diminutive plural,
s-pEzûzo being dimin-
utive, with final re-
duplication, of s-pEZÔ
"animal," whose plu-
ral is normally form-
ed: S-pEZpEZ, 2 type I)

s-kikikEldQoa2

tcitet'"ux

qqô'9
3 -

k'ôkulnis4 (probably mis-
print for -ku'tnis)

It is interesting to contrast with this plural (qôquinis in our
orthography) Comox qw.4dqwÂdtis humpbacked-whales (<qwan-
qwÀnts) of type I. Here again we see the tendency for different
Salish languages to form the plural of the same stem according
to different types.

Type IX also is illustrated outside of Comox. Examples are:-

làlEm house
wúqas frog

lalàlEm4

häuwéqas4 (-u- presum-
ably glide; hâw- dis-

similated from *wäw-?)
Teil'Qéuk méla son - - mdmela5

&l'id, p. 131.
2 F. Boas, Report B.A.A.S., 12 Report on N.W. Tribes, p. 28.3 Obtained fron Ignace Jacob
4 F. Boas. Report B.A.A.S., 6th Report on N.W. Tribes, p. 129
& C. HilI-Tout, Report B A.A.S., 1902, Ethnological Survey of Canada, p. 20.

Nanaimo



Type X is illustrated in

Nanaimo k6'k'En poSt plur. k*âlak'Ent (à iS
apparently our ê)

The last example, with its inserted -la-, shows also another
method of plural formation, one not found, at least as far as
can be judged from available material, in Comox. Other
examples of this inserted -1(a)- are:-

Nanaimo hâ'pet deer lalâ'pEt2 (type IX)
- tcitcfek'an mink iciletciek'an2 (type VII)

spák'En flower sp<lakEI'

Teil'Qéuk k''âmi maid k 'lani 1

StEkéyü horse stElvkîy &ü
yàsuk hat y4lsik1

There seem to be still other types of plural formation in
Salish that are not represented in the Comox material given in
this paper. One of these is to prefix -A- (Boas and Hill-Tout
write -E-), which may be palatalized to -i-, to the stem. Examples
of this type are:-

Nanaimo s-?nmyEç deer s-EmŠyeç
Teil'Qéuk s-wŠEka man s-iwéEka3 

(-A- palata-
lized to -i-, -i- by s-?)

This type is perhaps a reduced form of another one that occurs
with some frequency, reduplication with cA-. Examples are:-

Tcil'Qéuk làlEm house lElÔlEm 3

s-mält stone s-mEmnlt3

Shuswap la good lElá1

Nanaimo lalàlErn "houses," as compared with Teil'Qéuk
lElOlEm, suggests, in turn, that cA-reduplication is reduced from
ca-reduplication (type IX). Teil'Qéuk yEsial "chiefs" 3 from
siâm may be dissimilated from *sEsÎill (or does y- reduplicate
-i- of stem?). Vocalie changes (ë to ô and à) are illustrated in:-

Tcil'Qéuk s-wmEkàtl boy wôEkàtl3

i F. Boas, Report B.A.A.S., 6th Report on N W. Tribes, p. 129.
2 :bid., p 128.
'Ç. Uil-Tout, Report B.A.A S , 1902, Ethnolozical Survey of Canada, p. 20.
4 F Boas, Report B.A.A.S, Gth Report on N W. Tribe-, p. 12S.
5 Ibid , p. 131.



s-wtwilus youth s-wdwilus' (this may
be considered, how-
ever, as formed from
unreduplicated sim-
plex according to
Type IX)

With the latter example compare Comox wê"wälos "young
men" from wé'wälos.

To sum up, it is clear that there are a number of wide-spread
Salish methods of forming the plural, which may, however, at
last analysis turn out to be capable of reduction to Type I (of
which Type Il may be a reduced form). It is conceivable that
sub-types, which have developed in particular cases from this
by secondary phonetic processes (cf., e.g., Comox Types III and
VIII), set the pace for new purely analogical, not etymologically
justifiable, forms, so that now any one Salish language exhibits
great irregularity. Certain of these secondary types seem to be
favoured in one language, others in another, so that, as we have
seen, the same stem is sometimes differently treated in different
languages. To unravel the history of reduplicated (and other)
plurals in Salish, however, requires a far more abundant body of
material, for purposes of comparison, than has as yet been made
accessible.

DIMINUTIVE REDUPLICATION. The last remark applies even
more forcibly to the study of Salish diminutive formations, for
here there is a still greater variety of types represented. Avail-
able comparative data are quite scanty, so that only a few
points can here be referred to. The most consistently carried
out difference between plural and diminutive reduplication in
Salish is that in the former the first two consonants of the stem
(though not infrequently only the first) are reduplicated, while
in the latter only the first is reduplicated, never also the second.
At the same time there is a marked tendency, as in so many
Comox examples, for vocalic reduction of the stem. Redupli-
cation with ë- vowel seems also characteristic of many forms;
also breaking of stem vowel and umlaut of a to e or ë seem
to be found.

Some of the types represented, outside of Comox, are:-
' C. Hil-Tout, Report B.A.A.s., 1902, Ethnological Survey of Canada, p. 20



Type X.
Nanaimo

Okanagan

Type XII.
Nanaimo

Type XIX a.
Nanaimo

Type XXI a.
Shuswap
Thompson River

Type XXIII.
Teil'Qouk
Nanaimo'

- lÔlEm house

múqas frog

k'ák'En post

pa.sitlkua lake
s-núkoa friend

s-tâlô river
s-tâ'lo river

diminutive lélEn
(based on unredupli-
cated simplex)
nJéiIôtEim little girl 2

(ii =our xu)

u,éwéqas3

k'ak'k'En3

papsít1kua
núnkoa

S-tÔtEl'

S-tátEl 6

Type XXVI a.
Nanaimo s-pàk'Em flower
Comparable perhaps to Comox Type
Thompson River s-pêê'tc

s-pdpk'EM6

XXX a is:-
s-pcpaats7 (-aa- = -a'a-

black bear (ê = our e) ?)
Other diminutive types than those listed for Comox un-

doubtedly exist in Salish. Among these is reduplication with
CA- (cf. plural types above), as examples of which may be given:-

Thompson River c-mÉits deer c-mmëitss
Teil'Qéuk l nlEm house lElàm9 (based on unre-

duplicated forin of
simplex; change of
-E- to -a- is perhaps
parallel to that of
Comox -A- to -- )

1 F. Boas. Report B A A.S. 6th Report on N W. Tribes, p 129.
2 C. Hill-Tout, Report on the Ethnology of the Okandk'ên of British Columbia, Journal of

the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, vol. xua, 1911, p. 143.3 F. Boas, ibid.
4 Boas, ibid., p. 131.
& C. Hill-Tout. Report B.A.A.S., 1902 ,Ethnological Survey of Canada, p 20.
6 Boas, ibid., p. 129.
7 Boas, Report B.A.A.S., 12th Report on N.W. Tribes, p. 29.
8 Boas, sbid.
9 Hil-Tout, ibid.

30138-6



Similar apparently to Comox type VII(but without diminutive
feature 2a), except for its incomplete reduplication (loss of
reduplicating consonant after s-, cf. plural types above), is:-

Teil'Qeuk s-malt stone diminutive s-emElét'
Reduplicating with cv-, and with breaking of stem-vowel, is:-

Thompson River kEs bad kEkEES-t 2 (?= -kA'As)
This type may well exist in Combx, but not happen to be

represented in the material collected. Such diminutive forms as
Thompson River qEzúzum',with interior reduplication, from
qzúm "large," and Thompson River spEyùzul, with change
of -z- to -y-, from spEzúzu "bird," are evidently representatives
of very specialized types. Neither of these, so far as known,
has a Comox counterpart.

Judging from the analogy of Comox and from a few Interior
Salish forms obtained by the writer, it seems very likely that
glottal stops are frequently employed in Salish as diminutivizing
elements, though this is not apparent from most of the material
that has been published. Examples are:-

Upper Lillooeta s-múnldtc woman sE-m'Em'letc girl

Thompson River' c-múlätc woman c-mû'm'lätc
(type XXVIa)

Comparative data on diminutive plurals are too scanty to
enable us to gather much of interest. Some Interior Salish
forms obtained by the writer seem to indicate quite clearly
that in those languages the diminutive plural is not, as in Comox,
a diminutivized plural, but a pluralized diminutive; in other
words, of the two reduplicating syllables, the first contains the
first two consonants of the stem (plural type), the second syllable
the first consonant only (diminutive type). Examples are:-

Upper Lillooet plur. s-mulmú'lätc dim. sE-m'Ém'letc girl
women

dim. plural
sE-mEl'mkm'etc

Thompson River c-mulmúllc dim. c-mû'm'lâtc
women dim. pl. c-mElmû'm'latc

1 Hill-Tout, ibid.
2 Boas, :b:d.
3 Upper Lillooct formas wcre obtained in January, 1912. from Chief Jimn (Indian nanie

Aid 'aq!O. E bas here been used to indicate very short obscure vowel of undefined quality
4 so e Thompson River forma were obtaioed in January, 1912, froin Chief Tetlenitsa.
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This difference of treatment again indicates that in many
respects each dialectic division of Salish has gone its own way
in the use of morphologic features common to Salish generally.


