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HUDSON’s-BAY,
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The R’IGHT PONOTIRABLE |
G E 0 R G E

EarlofHALIFAX

| 'Fxrﬁ LORD ‘C"o‘MMI'S‘SI'oNER
o oF

© Travs and Pranrarions,

| MY LORD o
2 P _‘:OUR Lordﬂup 8 the on-
| ly perfon in the kmgdom

to whom I ‘ought to dedicate the
followmg {heets I'was prompt-

a ed




(1)

ed to write them by a ftrong de«
fire to ferve my native country;
and I flatter myfelf, that your
Lordfhlp willlook into them ata -
leifure hour, and find, at leaft,
fome amufement from the fa&s,
though reprefcnted in a homely ,
drefs. .

THE opening a new channel
for trade to a vaft country, a-
.;oundmg with mhabitants, and
with many beneficial articles of
commerce, 1sa work that highly
merits the attention of our wifeft
and greateft men. '

'THERE ate furs, my- Lord
on this large traét of land,
{fufficient to fupply all Europe §
which yet are locked up by a

few
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few mén,- from the body of
the people of Great Britain,
though not from the French.
The poor inhabitants are clad i n
the {kins of wild beafts, thch
they part with freely for our
woolien and iron manufaétures,
on'fuch amazing low terms, as
will fCaiC@ly be  credited.- by
thofe who have not taﬁed of
the fweets of the Hudfon S=
bay monopl)

~WHALES and various other
ﬁ{’n are- fo plenty in the Bay,
and in the inlets leading from"
thence" to the weftern ocean,
that the natives catch more
than are. neceﬂ‘ary for then: {ub- -

ﬁﬁen e, with. thelr owWn. ﬁmpm
el aa | con-



(iv)
contrivances. - Fhe Jland a-
bounds with mines and miner-
als, and is-alfo capable of great
improvement by cultivation
and the climate within the
country is very habitable. If
- the able poor or the convicls
-were {ent thither, with fuitable
~ encouragement, - they -would
very foon become happy them-
felves and uil,fuk to the pub_
110, o

Y our. Lord{hips Wlfe and
-;{tea,d ¥ conduét fince you ap-
pearéd at the head. of the'board
of-trade, has drawn upon you
the eyes of .every trader in the
nation; even the loweft manu-
_fa&urﬁrs noW' f’a} ," ¥ They. are

| ¢ bappy,
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(v)
happy, fince HALIFAX pre-
‘fides: He knows the fruein-
tereftof the nation, thatitde-
pends) upon trade and manu-

¢ fatures; that we have now

more rivals than ever; that
navigation .1s our bulwark,

¢ and colonies our chief fup~
'3

port; and that new channels
of trade fhould be induftri-
oufly opened : therefore, he
furvey """ the whole globe in
{earch of frefh inlets, where

' our ﬂups may enter and

traffic.”
THese are the fennments

that are umvcrfally entertained

~of your Lordfhip, and I am
Aabundaﬁtly convinged that they

are



(vi)
are juft; which makes me re-
joice in the prefent\opp"oitunit'y
of profefling myfelf, with the
greateft poffible refpect,

My Lorp, -
" Moyft-obedient and

 Moft bumble Servont

London, April
y5thy, 17520

 Joseru Rosson.



PREFACE.

FTER having been fix years inthe -
_ countries adjoining to Hudfon’s-Bay, up-
on my return to London T found that-the mer-
cantile part of the nation thought it a matter
of the utmoft importance to put the trade .to
that place upen a different footing, by laying
it open to all the Britifh merchants, and fetting
afide a hurtful monopoly, . granted only by
charter, and not confirmed by parliament but
for feven years, which expired above fifty years
ago. " : B
It was evident, that notwithftanding the
Hudfon’s-Bay Company had enjoyed the benefits
of an exclufive charter for near eighty years;
and had received no interruption to their pof-
{eflion fince the peace ‘of Utrecht, they had
not procured all the trade they might have
done ; having dealt in nothing confiderable but
the Fur-trade, and thro’’ their parfimony on
one hand, and exorbitancy on the other, con-
.fined even that to a very narrow. channel; fo
that the trade to thofe vaft. countries has been
kept-locked up, as if this kingdom wanted ‘no
new vent: for its man&a&ures_;;nor increafe to
its thipping. It was evident alfo,-that tho’ the
B - Com.
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Company had thus neglected the improvement
of their own trade, and difcouraged a more
extenfive one by induftrioufly preventing people
from fettling about the Bay, and improving the
lands and ftheries there, they had not taken
care to check the incroachments of the French,
who- are daily increafing and extending their
Fur-trade within land to the {outh-weftward
and weftward of the bay, among the lakes and
near the fources of the feveral rivers upon which
the Company have made fettlements. - The
chief trading cities and towns of Great Britain,
- therefore, from a juft concern for their own
intereft and the intereft of their country, which -
are infeparably united, in the year 1749 peti-
tioned the parhament againft the Company s
charter. . -

- To fupport the alleganops contamed in thefe
petitions, {everal perfons were examined before
2 committee of the honourable houfe of com-
mons appointed to enquire into the flate and: con-
dition of the countries about Hudfor's-Bay; and
the trade carried on there. Of thefe I was one:
but for want of confidence, and an ability to
exprefs myfelf clearly, the account I then gave
was far from being fo exa& and full as that
which I intended to have given. = And, indeed,
it is impoflible, fromx all the actou-nts united,
to form a juft idea, either of the countries
about Hudfon’s-Bay, or the €ompany’s ma-
nagement of the trade : I-am acquainted with
feveral of the witnefles, and know that they
omltted upon their examination many impor-
< T tant
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tant circumftances which: I had before often
_heard themn reldte ; which muft be attributed,
either to their confufion upon appearing before
fo awful an aflebly, or to their having a
dependance upon the Company, and an ex-
pectation of being emplojed again in their fer-
vice. T will beg leave to gwe one inftance of
this deficiency :

ARTHUR SLATER mite of one of the Compa-
ny’s floops. in the Bay, being with Chnﬁopher
Bamf’cer a-witnefs; {aid; that L Longdon and

¢ Hay ought to be. hanced for laying down,
‘ in a draught of a dxfcovery, places in Hud-
¢ fon’s-Bay which they never fiw or knew
¢ anything. of”: 4nd Banifter reprimanding
Hay for laying down thofe places upon con-
je€ture without having feen them ; Hay an-
fwered; ¢ Peugh, it ﬁgmﬁes nothn 5 it will
¢ never be known”: but Banifter f2id no-
thing of this before the committee. I could
produce many more inftances of the fame
failure .in point of evidence: but the reader
will eafily obferve the difference between that
which was produced before the committce, as
related in their report; .and the account con-
tained in the following pages.

Ox the other hand the Company’s defence
was made principally from journals and letters,
which could not lie under the fame difadvan-
tages; and thofe produced, were only fuch as

- were calculated to fet their affairs and conduct™ .

in the moft favourable light. ,
B2 Bt NG
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Being fenfible therefore, that the committee
had been amufed by partial reprefentations ;
that. 2 much more extenfive trade may be
eftablifhed in Hudfon’s-Bay, both for peks
and furs; that there are great appearances of
vaJuable mines along the coaft; and that a pro-
fitable fithery for whales, feals, &¢. might be
carried on by means of the natives at a fmall
expence; confidering alfo, the great {pirit for
trade which appears in all the European na-
tions, and the obligations we are under upon
that account to femove every thing that ob-
firu@s our own trade and manufa&ures ; and
being at the fame time convinced, that the
mifmanagement of the Hudfon’s-Bay Com-
pany in locking up thefe countries from Bri-
tain, in not fettling them, and fending up
traders to the lakes and fources of the rivers
in the Bay, not only gives the French an op-
portunity of taking off the very beft commio-
dities, but lays a foundation for their wrefting
the whole country from us upon the firft war;.
a truth acknowledged even by the Company’s
principal officers : I fay, taking all thefe things
together, I thought myfelf indifpenfably obliged -
to recover the truth out of that thick darknefs
in which it had been defignedly involved; and
fet it in the fulleft and cleareft light I was
able, by the publication of the following

theets. S
I xnow it has been induftricufly propagated,
by a fet of f{elf-interefted men, that the coun-
tries adjoining to the Bay are incapable of any
bene-
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beneficial improvements ; and that the feverity
of the climate renders them: unfit for human
creatures to inhabit. The fame was once faid
of Siberia : but Siberia, which begins to be
better known than the. moft cultivated parts of
Ruflia were a century ago, is found to be wa-
tered with large navigable rivers, to have ipa-
-cious and fertile plains, and many rich mines
of gold, filver, and other metals. Yet this
country, as it lies -parallel with the. more
northerly part of :Hudfon’s-Bay; and is as it
were the center of a much larger continent, is
feveral degrees colder than the countries weft-
ward of the Bay; for the farther eafterly all
northern countries are, they are proportionably
colder, from the prevailing wefterly winds, in
the hlgher latitudes, croffing ‘over large tracts
of land coveréd with {fnow, whilft the winds
which come from the ocean and open fea, are
milder and more temperate. Banithment to
this country was at firft thought little better
than imimediate death: but by venturing to
make ufe of it for this purpofe, it was found to
be very habitable, its immenfe treafures were
difcovered, -and the power .of the Ruffian em-
pire was greatly extended and increafed. Let
us make the fame experiment with the coun-
tries about Hudfon’s-Bay ; either affign them
as a place of banifhment for our conv1€cs or
fend thither properly furnithed a number -of
men -of, capacity and refolution, or do both ;

and the fame, or better, I am perfuaded wxll
be the effeCs. - . .

Bj THE
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Tue Company have for eighty years flept
at the edge of a frozen fea; they have fthewn
no curiofity to penetrate> farther themfelves,

and have exerted all their art and power to
cruth- that " {pirit in' others. - They have kept
the language of the natives, and all that might
be gained by a familiar and friendly intercourfe
with them, as much as poffible, a fecret to
their' own. fervants; and the invaluable trea-
fures of this extenﬁve country a profound fe-
cret to Great Britain. But there are not only
bare fymptoms, but confirmed accounts of
many rich mines here; there are fine rivers’
running from and leadmv to the fouthward and
fouth-weftward, mwtmc the people to go up
and fee what the countrtes afford : and inter-
reters “have gathered from the natives, that
they -have been in countries- where the rivers
run a contrary courfe to ‘the rivers in the Bay;
that fome have feen the fea -and fhips on the
other fide of the land to. the wefiward ; that
the people dwell in towns'; that little fnow lies
in that country *; and that the French live
and ‘trade with them within the country at
the heads of thofe rivers tha,t run down to the
Englith faGtories. :

* Some of the Indians that come to. York- fort have
wondered to fee the fnow—fhoes and upon being told to
vhat ufe they were applied,’ have anfwcred, that as the
had but little fnow, they had no -occafion for fuch helps.
Anda trader infornied me, that baving one day offered an
JIndian woman {oie prines to make up the defets of abad
commodity, the afked him how he could offer }D* fru1t of
Wh-, & fhe had pzepty in her own countrys

I
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- T'had an opportunity during my refidence in
Hudfon’s-Bay, to obtain many accounts -of the
country, and: the conduct of the Company; by
which, and my own obfervations, the follow-
ing articles are confirmed to me as matters.of
fad. . . - o

I Taat the Hudfon’s-Bay Company have
fhewn rio concern for the improvement of their
trade, extending it but partially to the Furs, and
totally negleting the Mines and Fitheries. -

II. TuaT they believe a more extenfive
trade, and farther difcoveries inconfiftent with
their intereft; as an exclufive trade and valu-
able difcoveries might alarm the people of
Great Britain, and engage them in fchemes to
lay the trade open and {ettle the countries.
- 'III. TauAT in confequence of this narrow
{pirit of felf-intereft, the French have been
encouraged to travel many hundred miles over
land from Canada, and up many rivers that
have great water-falls, in ordér to make. trad-
ing fettlements ; and that they carry on a
friendly intercourfe with the natives- at “the
heads ‘of mioft:of our rivers weftward of -the
Bay, even as far as Churchill-river, and inter-
cept the Company’s trade. o

IV. Tuar there are fine improveable lands
up the rivers in the Bay; and noBritifh fettle-
ments, or colonies, made or attempted to be
. made.there. . oo i
V. THAT. it is very pratticable to navigate
the rivers and lakes, and fettle colonies.upon
them, which might be comfortably fubfifted
acm, "B 4 - by
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by ﬁllagé and pafturage, tothe great improve-
ment of the trade of the country, and the
confomption of Britith manufatures. :

V1. TuaT the feveral tribes of natives hin-
der each other, by their wars, from hunting
to advantage, and coming to the Englifh fato-
. ries: whereas, if the Englith had fettlements
among them; and took pains to civiize and
endear them, they would apply themfelves to
hunting in the proper feafons, and bring all
their Furs to the Englith factories; which
would put an effectual ftop to the incroach-
ments of the French. ‘

VIL TuAT there are the ftrongeft {ymp-
toms, and even confirmed accounts of valuable
mines about the Bay. : :

VIII. THAT a very profitable fithery might
be eftablithed in the Bay and Straits for Whales
and Seals, by means of the Efkimaux and
other- natives. - - .

IX. THAT it is pra@icable in two fummers,
and with very little expence, to determine the
reality of a north-weft pafiage. And,

X, Tuat the laying open the ‘trade of
- Hndfon’s-Bay, and making it the obje& of
national encouragement, is the only method
left of kecping both- the trade and the country
out of the hands of the French. ~

Avy thefe particulars: I have endeavoured to -
fet in the cleareft light ; and I have to the beft
of n}:}y knowledge kept within . the ‘bounds of

s e
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AN :

ACCOUNT

. Six Years RESIDENCE"
R I N ' -
HUD SO N’s-BAY.

N the year 1733 1 embarked on board
Ithe Mary frigate, - commanded by captain
.George Spurrell, bound for Churchiil-river in
Hudfon’s-Bay. . We .failed from Gravefend . the -
16th of May, put into Tinmouth the 24th,
touched at Carftown in .the Orkneys .the yth of
June, ani arrived at Churchill-river the 3d of

Auguit, ' S
I was « lered’ dire¢tly to Efkimaux-point at
the entrai»  of the river, where I found feveral per-
fons emp.yed in laying the foundation of ‘a ftone-
fort. The principal workman was an old man,
named: Tuttie,. who had been 2 labourer to
mafons in London, and knew nothing of the
“theory of building; and the perfon whom the:go-
vernor had appointed overfeer, was one Thomas
Giddins, formerly -a common foldier, but lately a
hofier near London, who failing in his bufinefs,
was taken into the Company’s fervice and fent to
Churchill-river, not as a tradefman, but as a com-
mon fervant. - Under fuch influence was the build-
~ ing
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ing carried on, as if it had been the firft attempted
to be made by the nation to whom it belonged.

- Fx thefe circumftances it was natural to con-
clude, that the governor would be pleafed to find
a man capable of conducting the building pro-
perly; and accordmgly 1 ventured to interfere in
the direction. - But upon the governor’s firft vifit,
who, as it wasthe féafon for the ¢ coming in of the thip
from England, was obliged to refide. chiefly at the
old faétory five miles diftant, I found myfelf egre-
gioufly miftaken. He fhook his horfewhip at me,
and afked, Who miade me a direftor over thefe
men? But notwithftanding this difcouraging check,
I ftill applied diligently to the work ; for I was
young and fond of thewing my ablhtles, and was
befides riuch grieved to fee 2 building of fuch con-
fequence ruined thro’ 1gn0rancc and want of
care.

THE next time the governor came, he offered
mie a dram, and told me I muft do nothing with=
out firft acquainting him. But as.he lived at fo
great a diftance, I thought it wrong to retard the
work by fending to him for mﬂtru&ons which I
knew he was incapable of giving ;- for he was an
abfolute ftranger to the rules of building, having
been brought up from a boy in Hudfon’s- -Bay,
where nothmcr is to be learned but the language
and manriers of the natives, ‘and the methods of
trading with them.
 Tur flones we made ufe. of. being of the
pebble kind, could only be hammered into fhape:
The choaﬁng out thofe which were moft proper
for- the purpofe was the firft ftep, the laying them
near the place where they would be wanted the
next, and the fixing them to the beft advantage, and
with leaft hammering, was the third and prmcapal
The {fecond only was the province of eur overfeer,
Who in every thing elfe acted under my direction as

" mafon;
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mafon : and being piqued at receiving orders from
a ftranger, who, perhaps, examined to0 narrowly
and reproved too freely for his intereft,. he took
every opportunity of fecretly oppofing my plan,
- and often ordered the labourers to lay the ftones
downwrong. This retarded the work exceedingly;
for I was - determined to rec’hfy all miftakes, whe-
‘ther they proceeded from ignorance or malice. . In-
deed after I left the country the building proceeded
in the old way, without any ufeful omdance or in-
fpection ; and every erfor patt uncorre&ed This
was evident upon my return in 1746 for part of
that which they conducted had tumbled and
much more of it bulged: and I am convmced
that if the cannon upon the rampart had been
loaded and fired for fervice, much of it muft hav
fallen upon the firft or fecond difcharge.

WEe left off building in the begmnmc of Sep-
tember, and repaired to the old £ &ory five miles
up the river; and when winter fet in, the fervants
were ordered .abroad to their feveral works, fome
to fith, others.to the woods, and fome to hunt and
trap. The fifhers go up to the lakes, as well as
up the rivers, There are fome particular places,
where fith are only to be caught when the river is
frozen over, as at the foot of a deep ftream, or
the mouth of a creek. They fometimes make
Jarge openings in the ice, where they angle with'a
hook and line, and catch falmon, pxke, ~mothy,
titemag, &c. ‘Sometimes they cut feveral {mall
holes in a right line, at fuch diftances as' they
can pafsaline at the end of a ftick, from hole to
hole, and hawl a net through under theice; butin
the beginning of winter when the ice is not very
thick, they cut a larger opening, and fet nets. - By
fomé of thefe methods ﬁ{h are taken ’ull after

Chr1[’cmas
Trose
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Trosz that are fent 1o the tweods; cut dows
trees, or fquare the timber that was cut down tha
former winter, or faw it into pxanks" and after
Chriftmas hawl it upon {leds to the river fide, fet-
ting it up near the fire wood thatis inténded to
be rafted to the fa&ory in the fummer:

- Tue hunters  and trappers thoot parmdges
p’reafants ‘and other game for the fubfiftence of

the faltory; and fet traps in their walks made of
fmall ftakes, and a pretty large log, that fails upa
on ermines, martins, foxes, ér any bea{"r that’ hap~
pens to take the bait:- They are obliged to carry
all the furs they get to the fattory, to be font homé
in the Company s cargo, for which they are'al
fowed the half of whiat they produce at the Com:
pany’s file; but I know by experience, that this
of late has turned to very little account. 1Tn this
tnanner we fpend the autumn and winter. We
had brought over in the thip a bull, four heifers,
two oxen, and a horfe; there wasan Orkney bull
and cow there before: fome of the heifers after-
wards calved, and I think with care’ they would
have increafed and done well; tho’ this place is
in 59 deg. and the mofk northerly fett}emeﬁt in
the Bay.

In the fpring 1754, all hands ‘were emponed
to hawl down neceflaries on a large fled vpon the
ice, and to preparc materials for the ‘building as
gainft the weather would permit us-to work. By
~this time I difcovered in what manner affairs weré
midnaged in the Bay, having contrafted an inti-
macy with'the furgeon, who had lived in thc coun-
try three years."

As the wind fuffered very little fnow to lie on.
the hill where the fort was to be ereéted, upon thé
firt thaw I began to examine whether it was
laid out conformably to the plan; but finding it
very ill executed, Taltered the piquets, and had

the
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the foundation dug afreth; and the governor
feemed pleafed, and fecretly offered me fuch tri-
fling favours.as they beftow upon the Indians.
We contended, however, about many points ; and
with fome difficulty. I obtained mortar, which tho’
not very good was yet better than none. I was
follicitous for the perfection of the building, and
therefore oppofed every ftep which I thought not
calculated to anfwer the end; while he, on the
contrary,” feemed more defireus to have much
work done, -than to have it well done.

As foon’ as the fecond fummer was over, and
we were fertled again in our winter quarters at the
old faltory, the governor fent for me to inftruét
him in dialling. I had the preceding winter taught
him numbers and drawing, for which he paid me
at the rate they pay the Indians for their furs, with
a dram now and then, which I refufed almoft as
often as it was offered. But the indignity he put
upon me at my firft arrival, the difputes that con-
tinually fubfifted between us in relation to the build-
ing, the tyranny of his temper, and the poverty of
his underftanding, -had at length created in me fuch
a diflike of the man and his converfation, that I
now refufed to. be with him. .This he refented
highly, and ordered me out to hawl the fled, and
do other drudgeries of a common fervant. I
obeyed _his capricious commands with feeming
chearfulnefs, becaufe 1 would not give him any
pretence for complaining to the Company = but my
mind was fo embittered and deprefied by this treat-
ment, that in the fummer 1735, 1 was unable
to .carry ' on ‘the building with" any fpirit. ‘This
he perceived ; and being bent upon a voyage to
England when the fhips returned, and fo well con-
vinced - of the incapacity of the other workmen, as
not to be willing to leave the building to their ma-
nagement, he endeavoured to footh me by promifes

~ T - . of
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of favour, which;, as I knew thé man, I did nof
rely on; however, as he made fome conceflions
which I thought I had a right to expe&, I affured
him I weuld exert gll my fkill and care in directing
the building while I .ftaid, but that I was deter-
mined to go home at the expiration of the tine
fpecified in my contralt. And accordingly I gave
notice of my refolution to the Company by a letter
in which I could not help complaining of the go-
vernor’s behaviour to me,; and remonftrating that
‘the fort would be fpoiled if it was left to his ma-
nagement. Soen after this he embarked for Eng-
land:; and at his feturn next year, 1736, we learnt
that he had given the Company fuch a favourable
reprefentation of his conduét as to procure very
high commendations, clofed with a promife of
an agdvanced falary of 30/ per ann. for five years;
if he would ufe all his application to expedite the
building of the fert. The bringing this to a
fpeedy conclufion, was the point that engrofled all
their attention, and the encouragement was well
adapted to thatend ; but; taking the governor’s
want of fkill into the account, it was no lefs calci-
lated to.render the building' totally ufelefs, What
was the real effe&t; the reader will fee in the courfe
of this work, for whofe fatisfaction I have inferted
in the appendix. an eftimate of the expence the
Company have been at in ruining this forr.

~ArTer three years of vexation and almoft in-
effedtual labour; I left the people at the Bay to
purfue their own meafures, and fet fail for London ;

 where I had no fooner arrived than I went to pay

my refpets to the Company. But inftead of tak-
ing notice of my fervices, they did not even atk
me a fingle queftion about the fort, but treated
me as a troublefome and refractory fellow. For
this I am fenfible I was indebted to the governor,
who had fo grofly impofed .upon them in every

refpect,
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-zefpect, that they afked a mafon who was going
over in their fervice whether a. wall built with or
without mortar was the ftrongefty and by the
event they were made to believe the latter, - as. ne
mortar was ufed for the fort after I left the coun-
try.

YTHOUCI—I every intelligent man in the Bay be-
lieved that the Company was averfe to the making
difcoveries, I could not for fome time help: con-
troverting an opinion that - charged them with fo
much weaknefs and inattention o their intereft ;
but 1 was obliged at laft to fubmit to the evidence
of falls, amono' a vanety of Wthh they told me
the following :

"~ Governor Knight and captain Barlow bemcr
well .affured that there were rich- mines to the
northward, from the accounts of the Indians of
thofe parts who had brought fome of the ore to
the factory, they were bent upon making the dif-
covery ; -and the governor faid he knew: the way te
the place as well as to his-bedfide. When they re-
turned to England, ‘therefore, - they importuned the
Company to it them out thip and floop to go in
queft of thefe mines; but meeting with no encou-
ragement, they told the Company, with a becom-
ing fpirit, that if zbey did not chufe to equip them for
this fervice, they would apply to thofe: that wounld do
it chearfully. Upon this' the Company complied 5
and they fet out upon the expeditions, but were
unhappily loft in the Bay. Thofe who told me
this affured me, that fome-of the'Company faid
upon this occafion, that tbey did not value the lofs
of the fbip and floop os long as-they were rid- of thofe
troublefome” men; and that it was fome time after;
that they fént Scraggs to the northward to difcover
if they or any of the crew were alive. My infor-
mants could not mention this circumftance without
indignation ; and juftly obferved; that as it was
pofiible
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pofiible: thefe unhappy fuffereis might have -got
~ fafely to land, where they could have fupported
themfelves with the thip’s provifions, the fending a
floop diretly in fearch of them might have
{aved their lives.

THe fettlements which the F rench had made
about ‘the Bay were alfo 4 fubje of difcourfe
among- the fervants: but as no notice ‘was then
taken of the French being at the head of Nelfon-
river, as there is now, it is probable, that they"
have puthed on to Nelfon-river fince that times
and they will extend their {ettlements ’till we have
not the power of diflodging them, if {fome fpeedy
methods are not taken to prevent it. The Com-
pany had done many things, they obferved, par-
ticularly the fending a floop ‘to Whale-cove, | to:
quiet the importunities of a gentleman in-London
who had charged the Company with being affeep.
Sir Biby Lake indeed, they added, had -clofetted
this gentleman, and endeavoured to remove the
charge; but they were of opinion it was too juftly
founded, or they would not tamely fuffer the
French to make fuch dangerous encroachments:

It was then the oeneral opinion of the fervants
at the Bay, that the Company thought the difco-
very of a north-weft paffage inconfiftent with their §
intereft ; and accordingly all who have attempted §
the making this difcovery are confidered by the §
fervants ‘as the Company’s worft enemies.- While §
I was in the Bay, the Churchill-floop went twice &
or thrice-to York-fort, and I heard much about §
‘Whale-cove and the floop’s having been there ; par-
ticularly, that the floop having once. a hawfer |
faftened round a large ftone on the there at fow- §
water mark, about high-water a black whale got §
foul of the hawfer, forced it from the ftones, and J§
towed the floop to fea. Many things were:alfo B
told about the nativesatW hale -cove, and of Scragg’s B

‘ - floop #
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fpop that was fent after Knight and Barlow: but
in all the difcourfes about the®: and other expedi-
tions, there was ro mention of the Company’s in-
clination to difcover a north-weft paffage, nor of
any atterpt that they had ever made for that pur-

pole. :
To converfe with an Indianis a great crime,.
but to trade with him for a fkin is capital, and pu-
nifhed by a forfeiture of all wages. If a fervant is:
‘guilty of theft, or any act that would be deemed
grofs felony by the laws of England, and fubject
him to capital punifhment, the governor only:
whips him, and atterwards fends him home. to be
profecuted by the Company: but from a miftaken
lenity, or for fome fecret reafons, they proceed no
farther than a- quiet difmiffion from theirfervice:
There are inftances of this within my own know-
fedge,and I never heard of a fingle one to the
contrary. But men are generally tenacious of their
own.interefts, and if they are worthy members of
the community, muft fhrink at admitting. into:
it one whom- they. know to be a villain, and fuffer-
.ing him to live at large when the law has put it in-
their.power to cut him off, or at leaft to fligma-
tize him with marks of public infamy. The natu-
ral conclufion; therefore, is, that the Company are
unwilling to try the iffue of a legal procefs, left by
any accidental mention of their tranfactions in the
Bay, their whole condué fhould be too nicely fcru-
tinized, and their right to an exclufive trade ex~
amined and fet afide. ‘

‘Many other important obfervations were made by:

me-during my firft abode in this country, and many-
well-attefted accounts given me by the Company’s
fervants : but as they will be more fuitably con- -
nected with what happened to me in the time of my
fecond refidence there, 1 have chofen to incorporate:
‘ .  them:
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them withf the relation of thofe events which I fhalf
enter upon immediat:ly. .

In the year 1744 I embarked aboard the prince
Rupert, George Spurrel commander, bound firft to
Churchill-river, and afterwards to York-fort.. I
lived with the captain upon very good terms, and
converfed freely with him about the affairs of the
Hudfon’s-Bay Company. Speaking one day of
the new afiociation for frnding fhips to ihe Bay for
the difcovery of a north-weft paffage, he told me,
that it was his ‘opinion the Company would not.
have entertained me a fecond time, if it had not
been to keep me from Mr. Dobbs. I replied, I
was not fenfible that I could be of any fervice to
thofe gentlemen. Yes, rejoined he, you know the
nature of the country, and how to lay down a
fort. :

Tue French fettlements were alfo a fubje& of
our converfation ; upon which occafion I exprefled:
my furprize, that the Company did not fend Englith-
men up the rivers to encourage and endear the na-
tives, and by that means put a ftop to the.pro-.
grefs of the French. The captain admitted the
expediency of ‘fuch a ftep, but urged the hazards
an Englithman was expofed to, and the hardfhips
he muft f{uffer, in going up the rivers with geods.
To this I anfwered, that the French came many
hundred miles over land from Canada, carrying
goods at their backs, -and furmounting every diffi- -
culty, *till they penetrated to the very fources of
thofe rivers upon which we might carry up all the
conveniences both for fubfiftence and traffic with
little hazard and lefs toil. So far from controvert-
ing this, he faid, that he believed the French
would have ali the country in another eentury.: To
which I could not help immediately replying, that
fuch an alienation could only be effefted thro’ the
remifinefs of the Englith, In all that pafied be-

. tween
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tween us upon this fubje&, I did not hear a fingle
reafon that in any tolerable manner accounted for
the Company’s conduct. IR

"TuE ftone-fort at Churchill-river was once men-
tioned ; and the captain informed me, that it was
very badly executed after I Jeft it for fome parts
had fallen, which were ¢Bliged to be rebuiltj and
cthers were ready to fall': bue that which- I had
conducted, he faid, ftood firm, and he believed
wouldcontinue to ftand. I was willing o diftover
the true ¢aufe of this mifmanagement, and, there-
fore, faid, that I greatly wondered the Company
did not take more care of abuilding of fuch im-
portance. But I foon perceived that the fubjeét
was teo tender to cwell upons for the captain an-
fwered me" with great referve. He faid encugh,
however, to convince me, that the Company had
not the well-building of the fort at-heart, but de-
fired the name more than -the thing itfelf,- which
they might furely have purchafed at a much cheaper
rate. 1 hope I {hall netofe the good opinion of
the reader, by mentioning thefe things, - which
would ot have efcaped e, if I did not think that’
the making known every teftimony I could procure
in confirmation of thefe fadts tended to the good of
my ‘country;’ my obligations to promote which fu-
perfede the rights of ptivate converfation, if they
are not made facred by a promife of fecrecy. "

Orr Cape-farewell we difcovered feveral fail of
thips, and gave chace to a veffel larger than the
reft, (for'we were four in company) which afterwards
proved to be a Dutchman. When we were got near
the Savage-Iflands in Hudfon’s-firaits, the Efki-
maux for feveral days came off to us in great num-
bers, and ‘gave us, in exchange for whatever we
thought” fit to offer them, whalebone,- {ea-horfe-
teeth, feal-fkins, furs, and even the apparel they
had on. A few days after we thought we }éa(}
C 2 i1~
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difcovered a commodious harbour, and a confulta-
tion was propofed about fending off boats to ex-
amine it ; but I heard our captain declare, that they
were not permitted to fend a boat afhore in the
ftraits upon any account. At Cape-Diggs the
captain expected more Efkimaux ; but none ap-
pearing, he conjeCtured that the Indians from the
eaft-main had cut them off. Here two boats were
ordered athore to look for a harbour, and found a
good one. When we had run almoft acrofs the
Bay, and were got near fome banks to the north-
- ward of Churchill-river, the captain exprefled his
regret that they were not tried for cod; forit
feemed highly probable to him, he faid, that there
was almoft as many to be taken there as at New-
foundland. However, he did not ftay to make
the experiment, but made the beft of his way for
Churchill-river, where we arrived {foon after. -

I went afhore immediately, for I was impatient
to fee the fort; and at the firft view the effects of
the extraordinary falary allowed the governer for
expedition, were eafily perceived. Inftead of a
detenfible fort capable of refifting the force of an
enemy, it had in many places yielded to its own
weaknefs and the attacks of wind and weather;
and was not only unworthy of the name by which
it was diftinguifhed, but even of the perfons at
whofe coft it was built. T haftened back to the
thip, grieved to fee fo excellent a plan fpoiled ;
and convinced, that for the fame money as was
expended upon this fort, though far fthort of the
fum of thirty or forty thoufand pounds, at which
it was rated by a gentleman before the houfe of
commons, upon a very wrong information given
him by fome of the €Company, who. could have
expended no more than eight thoufand pounds *;

* Sce the eftimate, AprPEwD1x, No.II.
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1 fay, that even for fo fmall a fum, a good fort
‘might have been erefted, capable of ‘fecuring the
fubjects and the trade of Britain from the attacks
and incroachments of her worft enemies.
. We failed out of Churchill- -river, and foon ar-
rived at York-fort upon Hayes’s-river, where the
thip was to deliver her cargo and take in another.
After her departure for England, T applied myfelf
to the ferting up beacons in order to make a ‘chart
of the river. The governor, who had refided in
* ‘the country twenty years, was perfe& mafter of
the traditional hiffory ‘of it, ‘even from the firft
fettlement of the Englith ; and being a fre¢ and
communicative man, he ufed frequenrly to entertain
us with a regular account of all the principal
‘events and difcoveries ; 5 to which the linguifts fel-
dom failed to add. the information they had ga-
‘thered from the natives. ‘By ‘their rieans T foon
‘obtaified a general knowledge of -the country, as
‘well inland as upon the coafts. . = -
 WaEN the feafon approached for going abroad
T menioned to the governor a defign 1 had Iong
. entértained of travelling up the country, not only
to confirm what I had heard, but to make new
difcoveries. This brought on difmal tales of the
difficulties to be encountered in fuch an expedition :
and when I talked of oomg up the rivers, I was
‘told of frupendous heaps of ice and dreadful water-
falls, which would not only obftru& my paffage,
but endanger my life. To confirm this he faid,
that governor Maclith, in company with kim and
one or two more, once attempted to goa little way
up Nelfon-river to look for timber, .in order to
build a factory : that when they had croffed the
ifland, they found fuch heaps of ice inthe river,
“that they were difcouraged from proceeding any
higher: the governor, therefore, returned, fay-
ing it was fo fatiguing and dapgerous, that he

C 3 would
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would venture no farther; and that if they went’
as high as- he ‘intended, they might perhaps meet
with no timber. He added other accounts to in-
timidate me, and drive me from my purpofe; and-
the reft of the people alfo, of whom I did not fail
to enquire, related exadtly the fame ftories: but I
could not find that 2 fingle man among them told
thefe things from his own experience, but only
from the reports of others, which, as they might
have. a weaker foundation the higher they were
traced,. T refolved not to credit, but to be de-
termined folely by the evidence of my own {enfes.
Accordmgly I acquainted the governor, that
with his permifiion T would fet out immediately
for Nehon -river, Wlnch I had a ftrong inclination
to go.up.. He, gave me his confent indeed, bur
With fuch evident marks. of dxfpleafure, that tho’
a guide is always fent out with a ftranger. evén to
the mof’c trifling diftance, Ieft by the weather’s
proving hazy he thould be: loft; and tho’ it was
eight-miles from York-fort to Nelion-rwer, thro’-
woods and plains where | had never been; I was
fuffered to go alone. expofed to all hazards : how-

ever I found the way,. and got home acam fafe
and well. .

TaaT. part of the river where Itook my ﬁrﬁ:"
view, appeared to “be about four miles broad, ~The
ice was then driving about in great quantities, and
the weather was very thick and fnowy. This form-
ed a dreadful profpy& and had fuch aneffet upon
'me, that-Icould not help feeling fome-impreffion
from the ftories 1 had heards “which _perhaps my
being alopé and a firanger, d1d not a little con-
mbute to {trengthen : I therefore relinquithed my
firft defign, 'and contented myfelf the remainder of -
that winter with making a chart of Hayes’s-river,
During thxs errpioy ment, T léarnt that Nelfon and
Hayes's-rivers were but dz&chnt branches of ‘the-

fame
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fime river, which divided about one hundred miles:
above York-fort, forming an ifland betwixt them. .
The greater part of the natives that trade at York--
fort, I was told, came down the branch called.
Hayes’s-river; it being reckoned by them much
the fhorter way, -and not fo wide and dangercus as.
Nelfon-branch. - But upon examining the inter-.
preters more clofely, they could notmake it appear,
that the natives found much greater difficulties in’
coming.down or going up the. one than the other;
and the only fubttantial reafon I could find for th
preference, was, thatas York-fort lay upon Hayes’s-
river, and Nelfon-river was very broad below,:
they cculd not bring their furs round by fea beOW
the point of the ifland which divides the branches,
without great-danger, nor conveniently carry them
by land acrofs the iffand. But with regard to.the
difficulties of navigating the different branches,
which were fo rmonuu.d on the Nelfon fide, I arz
gued thus : They “both proceed from the fame Jevel
of water ‘at the head of the ifland, one hundred
miles above the faGory ; and at the fca areagain up-
on an equal level; if then there were greater fall
or fharps upon Nelion-river. (as they allow it was
longer 1o its courfe) than upon Hayes’s river, there
muit be more. upon Hayes’s-river; and the dif-
tences betwixt fail and fall upon Nelfon, muft be
greater and the waters more level,  than upon
Hayes’s-river;  as a fall of three fcer in ten, muft
be twice as tharpas a fall of three feet in twenty :
therefore I concjuded, that there was.as good going
-up and down Nelfon-river as Hayes’s-river; which
upon examination I afterwards found true. | .
In the year 1744, on occafion of a F rench ‘war,
the Company : thought: it expedient t6 .winter the
-Sea-horfe:frigare, .Jcaptam ‘Eowler, in:the. Bay
He accordingly wintered .in Churchn]lomzer “but
iasfoon asthe river-was opensand the'ice was clqucd
L Cs4 ' from”
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from the fhoré,-he failed from thénce to Hayes's-
river, to be ready upon the approach of any of thé
encemy’s thips, to take up the buoys and beacons,
and ryn up a-breaft of the fattory. In this inter-
val of leifure, caprain Fowler prevailed with the
governor to lend him the faCtory’s leng boat, that
he and I might found Nelfon-river 3 for it was then
totally unknown to the Company’s . fervants, whe-
ther a {rip could go in or cut: a point furely well
“worth determining, as the fhips, which always e
in five-fathom-hoie, the entrance of which is very
bad, might be fecure of a retreat in cafe of danger
from_ftorms or an enemy. Accordingly, on the
15th July, 1745, we left the thip in five-fathom-
hole to go upon this expedition; and a journal of
the foyncings and the courfes of the river is'added
in the appendix. . '
. Waey we entered the river’s mouth, it blewa
freth gale; and foon after there came on fo thick
& fog, that we could not fee the fhore on either
fide, 'We had now a rough fea, and only three
feer water, and if the. boat had ftruck and filled
here we muft inevitably have perithed; for in two
cafts more of the line, which the man caft as
vick as he could, we found purfelves in eight
?athom'water, - When the fog blew off fufficiently
£0 let ys fee the fhore on both fides, we fteered up
the river aleng the north fhore, and paffed Seaj
iland, beycnd which we met a ftrong ftream, but
having. 2 fair wind we failed pp till we found
fmooth water.  Soon after!we réturned and pitched
our tent upon 3 fine-rgravelly point of Gillam’s

ifland, whexe‘our.-bo'aﬁiy..v"crf fately ali night, .
.- 'THEnexi - day -we-madg obfervations upon the
iflands,..and ajong the-banks;/ but in allour féarches
no. figns: could bé-difcovered: of .their Thaving ever
$een a_{etg:lg_x';‘*xemt:ufpbmz§§his:_':ivc'q‘;' ~J.went up.much
higher -thag. the :Company: -would: have  fixediaa
¢ " o,
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fa&ory, if one'may judge ‘from their fatories up-
on other rivers; and the trees all the way were of
ful] fize and.growing near the edge on both £ des,
‘without a ﬁntﬂe ﬁump among them, or the leaft
token of any havmc ever been cut down: but
where there isa fettlement, a great quantity-of wood
is cut down in one year’s time; and that is takén
-which 1is neareft and to be got with leaft-labour.
Indeed when I was up thisriver in the winter, 1
found in a creek on the north fide, a little way a-
bove Gillam’s ifland, two or ‘three ftumps of large
trees; but T immediately conjectured, ‘that they
muft have been cut down many years ago by per-
fons who had accidentally tented in that creek 3
for ‘the ftumps were very old and decayed, and
they do not decay faft in this country. Befides, if
any of the Company’s fhips had ever gone up this
river, the entrarice of it ‘could net have been un-
known in 1445 neither would they have left it to
fettle upon Hayes’s-river, where they had a fettle-
mefit above fixty years ago when the French took
. poffefionof it, and gave thé name of Fort-Bourbon
_to what the Comipany at firft called Poit Nelfon
. from the mafter of Sir Thomnds Button’s thip, but
. afterwards York-fort in compliment to the duke
of York; nor -would they have had two factories
fo near each other. Indeéd, ‘either thro’ ighorance
or defign, thie old name of Port Nelfon has been
fince reftored; the Company’s letters -in 1688,
1690, and 1691 being addrefled to govetrior Geyer
and council at Port Nelfon yet the anfwers to thefe
very letters are all of themn dated from York-fort,
From- the whole therefore it is evident, that no
" fettlement has ever been made upon the branch
_called Nelfon-river, fince the date of the Company S
" charter.
‘Aswewalked alongthe riverfide we faw maay ftones
~ in thape and colour like a cannon ball ; and upon
' breaking
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breaking them againft larger flones we found that
the infide alfo looked like iron. Up another river,
called Ship-river, a few miles eaftward along thore:
from York-fort, there is a bank abounding with'
thefe round ftones.” When we had repaffed the
mouth of the river and were got near the fhip, it
being then young flood and 2 fine afternoon, the
white whales appeared upon the furface in fuch
thoals, that we could look no way round without
'feemb a company of thirty or forty going into the -
river with the flood. - I had feen many atChurchill-
river, but here the number was much greater.
‘We got aboard about feven o’clock.

A thé clofé of this year I took a fecond furvey
of Nelfon-river from Flamborcugh-head upwards,
and alfo. of Seal and Gillam’s iflands; it bemg
my opinion that if ever the tradeof thefe countries
is improved, . Seal-ifland is the propereft place for
the principal factory and fettlement. It was about
the end of January 1745 when I compleated this
perambulation.. The river was frozen faft every. .
where except at Flamborough-head, and where .
captain Fowler and I attempted to fail up, which
I now found we had almoft effected when we turned
back. However, as thefe fireams.were not frozen,
it was evident that here were the fharpeft falls I
had met with. I faw many rabbet-tracks on both"
fides the river, in the creeks, and on theifland.
I1hot a pheafant alfo and fome partridges ; and had
not  the weather been exceedingly fevere, I thould
have attempted to fith. But the few days I was.
out, the cold happened to be more intenfe than it
was at any other time throughout the {eafon, and
I had no more cloathing upon me than what I ufual-
ly worein the warmeft days in winter: this con--
fifted of breeches made of thin deer-fkin not lined,.
a cloth waiftcoat, and Elk-fkin coat, and a pretty -
thick . covering upon my head, hands, legs and-

I feet.
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feet.. I fuffered only in my thighs, which were
ready to freezé whenever I walked agamﬁ the wind,
and would have frozen if I had not rubbed them
‘very frequently. -

I met with the fame oppofition, and heard the
fame common-place ﬂones,' upon propofing this
fecond vifit to WNelfon-riveras I did on occcafion of
the firft: but I had now acquired more experience,
and was therefore lefs likely to forego an expedition
upon which my heart was bent. 1 [ thall here relate
a few pamcu]axs of it, chiefly to give the ‘réader
an idea of the method of travelhncr thro’ this
country, and to enable him t0 account For the long
journies which it is pretended the natives take When-
ever they come down to our faltories. . .- :

I fet out from the fort.in company with éhe
William A]len, and went to a tent fifteen miles
up Hayes's-river, where we lay that night." Next
morning it fiowed much, and the weatherwas fog-
gy: bur having a. draucht of ‘the ifland and rivers
thus far up, and both the tent places being marked,
I thought we might fafely venrure tobeat zath acrofs
the 1ﬂand which would enable our dog to g2 with
us more eaﬁly the next day. This dog hawied a
a fled with near three quarters of a hundred
weight upon it ;" butthe fnow being deep, he had
no hold for hlsfeet but funk at every f’cep Accord-
ingly we fet ‘out, fteering by the compafs; for the
weather ftill. contmued .very thick, and the {how
fell plennfully “We made but fmall progrefs
in our frow- Ihoes, ‘which were three feet anda half
long, and one foot and a quarter broad, bzating a
path of the breadch of two Teet, Vth we had
travelled about three hours my mate began to fear
that we were loft. He faid he wasfure we had gone
more than feven miles (for I had told him in the
morning that it was above feven miles to Nelfon-

river; ; and it wgs, 1 s oPrnun that we were travelling

N direltly
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dlre&ly into.the inland country. I comforted him
‘by the moft earneft afiurances that we were right,
‘and répeating frequently that as the fnow was deep
we advanced but flowly, having gone not half fo
far as he imagined: and upon the ftrength of this
we went forward an hour longer. - It ‘was now my
own opinion that we were near the river, and
the weather clearing up, I climbed a tall tree to
Took for it, but could obferve nothing by which
to form a judgment of our fituation. It therefore
occurred to me that fome accident had occafioned 2
‘viriation of the needle, and that we had mdeed
wandeéred out of the way. Howéver I took no
Tnotice of this to my comrade, but endeavoured. to
keep up his fpirits by chearful converfation. The
weather thickened again more than ever, the fnow
fell in greater quantites, and the'ddy was far fpent.
Havmg no mind to take up my refidence where
we were, 1 told Allen that we Would only hghta
fmall ‘fire in order to thake fome bumibo with
vielted fhow, and return 1mmedlately to the tent.
I—Ie ‘coimiplied, tho’ with many affevérations that
weé fhould not reach the tent before dark ; and after
'havmcr cleared away the fnow, iradea ﬁre, and te-
frefhed ourfelves, “we tirned -back in our ‘beéaten
‘path, arid arrived at the tent in a little more than an
hour and a half. We found every thmg fafe; and
the next morning, the weather proving very fine
and clear, we got alI our neceffaries ‘together, and
fet out with the dog, who now travelled with great
eafe. We had good walking till we got to the
éxtent of our path, but then found - the fame ob-
ftrutions we had met with the preceding day.
Neverthelefs we kept on our courfe for many hours,
till my poor mate was a fecond time driven almoft
to defpair. I bade him climb. the next tree we
came to, and before he was half way up he dxf-
covered the river. I then climbed it mylelf and
faw

A
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faw plainly that we were fteering right for the tent,
where we arrived a little before dark. This diffi-.
culty of walking thro’ the country renders the.
computed diftances very inaccurate: 1 meafured
fome of them, and found them lefs by two thirds’
than what they were rated at. o
TuEe natives talk of two moons as. the {hort-
eft time in which they perform their journies to the
faGories: but it-is to be confidered, that they.
are an’ improvident and lazy people, “having no,
concern but for the fubfiftence of the prefent day ;.
and that they are perpetually wandering out of
the way to hunt for provifions, and loitering when,
they have procured them. This, rogether with,
the obftructions they muft unavoidably meet with-
in travelling a pathlefs country, will eafily account:
for the length of time they mention, without fup-
ofing that they come from places at feveral hun-
gréd miles diftance, and that the continent is of.
fuch a prodigious extent to the weftward, My
mate and I travelled very hard ; and yet if we had.
crofied the ifland in one uninterrupted journey,
though the diftance between tent and tent is not
‘eight miles, it would have required near eight
hours to have performed it in: and even when,
but little fnow had fallen, and it was very good,
walking without fnow-fhoes, I have not been.able
to- accomplith the fame journey in lefs than fix
hours. If. the reader is ftill doubtful of the fact,
let him make the experiment himfelf in any path-
lefs piece of coppice, marfh, or heath : et him alfo,
carry fixty or feventy pounds weight, (for the na-
tives always come laden to the factories;) and let:
him travelin this manner for feveral days togethers
and then fee how many miles he will be able to go
in eight hours, day after day. Andyet this would
not be equal to the taking long journies in fnow-
fhoes, and through light fnow, where he muft lift
) his
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his foot at every ftep as if he was afcending fteep
ftairs. I'was now ordered to a-different ftation; -
but before I leave York-fort, 1 will give forhe ac-:
count of its firuation and ftrength. -

% Yorg-rorT ftands above hmh~wafer mark,'__‘
about. exghty yards from Hayes’s-river, and four-
miles from the fea. It iy built with Jogs of ‘white
fir eight or nine inches fquare, which are laid one’
upon another. “In the fummer the water beats be-
tween the logs, keeping the timber continually
damp; and in the winter = the “white froft-
gets through, which being * thawed by the heat’
of the ftoves, has the fame effeét: {o that with-
the. water above and the' damp below, -the timberf
both of the foundation and fuper—ﬁlu&ure rots fo
faft, that in twenty-ﬁve or thirty years the whole
fort muft be rebuilt with frefh timber, which with'
the great quantity ufed for firing, will occaﬁon alf
fcarcxty there in a few years.

. It has four baftions, but hot fit- for cannon¥
the diftance betweén the falient angle of - each’
baftion is ninety feet. On each curtam there are
three pateraroes, or fwivel-guns, -and loop-holes
for fmall arms ¢ it is alfo furrounded by, two rows
of pallifadoes; fome three inches thick, and the
largeft feven inches ; but there isno- d1tch The
wall is of wood, eight or nine inches thick. ' The
magazine is in the weft baftion ; its wall:is of the’
fame thicknefs as the fort-wall, its floor’is raifed
two feet'and a half or three feet above the level
of the fort, and ‘its fides are lined with flit-deal
plaiftered. Upon the banks of the-river are planted
two batteries from twelve to fix pounders, -one of
four guns, ‘the other of ten.. A’ guard. of thirty-
-men was kept in the fort ounng t}": late war, and

* Seethe plate,” No II. Fig. 3. 3
‘ ‘ " while
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while the fea-horfe Wmtered in the Bay n: conﬁf’ted
of thirty-fix. '

'Frow this-defcription it is plam, thatYork fort
has not ftrength enough to refift a vigorous attack ¢
the bringing only one fix-pounder againft it on
the land-fide,” where the batteries on the river could
‘be of no fervice, would be fufficient to- ‘make the
men furrender ~or- abandon lt s a ﬁx—pounder
. planted behind the fort, at fuch a diftance that no
gun'upon the fort could anfwer it, would pierce it
through and-through: “‘and -furely ‘a prudent
man would not ftay to defénd it in fuch circum-
'i’cances, ‘when' the " firft ball- might blow up the
-thagazine, ‘and fort,. and -all ihat' were: riear” it
the only thing lefe. for refolute courage- to-do,.
would be to meet the enemy i the ﬁeld : ho
twice fuperior in number. = - ¥

“Waex 1 had been here: two ¢ or three mmiths
'and the whole mefs were together in the governor’s
apartmdnt I faid, that it was ufual in ‘fuch® builde
ings as the fort; to have'a ‘foundation of brick or
ftone ; which - would- preferve- the fuper-fcru&ure
from decaying tiuch longer-than if it was raifed
-only upon logs of wood laid level in 'the ground.
The governor replied, ‘that they would have taken

this method - if -bricks could-have’ bBéen ‘proc
and every one prefent acknowledged -the fuperxor
advantages of fuch a foundation." I ‘then r¢joined,
that  fince Bricks “could not' be ‘sot,” ftones wotild
anfwer - the ‘purpofe- equally, - if ‘not better;* ahd
there was great plenty of thern upon the ﬁats on
Hayes’s'river.  The' governor anfwered peevifhly,
that thofe: {’cones would ‘not ‘make-a foundatjon 5
and the*carpenter-fupported' the affertion, by al-
leging " the " difficulty of levelling-the ftories fit for
the logs to lie: upon (which in & could be done
as' eafily here as at Churchill-river;) and- addmg |
another affertion; that the ‘driving fpres intd the

‘logs’
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logs: would fhakc fuch a foundation. to pieces.; s,
if a brick of five or ﬁx pounds could. bear, mpre,
force. than 3 ftone: of tqn times, the. Wex,,ht Fhe

ﬁone&ugqn the flats.are bard and whites. and, not:

only. fit. for. afou.mdanon, but for Pcmng walls:, L
haye, feen, very, goad»mall& built. with much. w,ox:fe.

Bug notwithftanding this. abundant plenty of good;
ﬁone, they. have Pﬁrﬁﬁed in. byilding . their. forts,
with. wnod and upon no other foundauon than,
© logs laid: lével ‘in the & ground 5, the. coniéquenc&of
Wh.lCh is, that, thcy are. reduced to. rehuild. them,
every. twenty-five or thinty years:. whereas. if they

had laid down.a. i’tonc foundanon, thc,,forts would;‘
Bave, lafted three-times  as, long, and faved. t:he.
Comgany,twoqthmds of. the, eernce. _

In the.year, 1745 Lwrote a letter to'the Company,
upon the comparative advantages of building theig
foundations.at leaft,. with. ftone. rather than. vmod
in which I reprefented,, .

Y L3 THA;r the evil, oﬁbemg obhgcd to rebulld theie
< forts. every. twenty-five, or, thirty. years, could:
< not be.remedied but, by: laymg their foundationsin,
< a different manoer,. or, making them;of, different
s matc:nals. Logs Jaidin the ground the? of. the,
« very. beft oak,, muft be. fubject to, unavoidable
<< decay. from,_the. wet: that continually. furrounds,
¢ themy" and; it was, -well known, . that, the,timber.
«¢ in the. upper works of every building will.endure
““:many years longer, than the timber-at. the bottom,,
“ if it be.not. raifed high, enough. to preferve;. it
« from the. damps of . theearth,

T THAT in thofe parts. of: Enbland. where i’coner
o« and brick are.. fcarce, . they drive pieces: of ; oak,
“j into;the cround two or three. feet. deep, whofe.
““ upper. ends ate.tenanted . into, the- under, fide of
«¢ the fill or_botom of, the timber. houfe,  fupport-
““ing it a_foot, or.more above;the ground; and the,

“ fpaces between thefe pxles are: ﬁJled UP. thh ﬁmts

) and .
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« and- pebbles, - or whatever can- be got.. Thefe
< piles;: when, decayed,; .may -be ‘taken, out; and
% new. cnes may: be fixed in, tbelr places, without
“ injuring the fuperftructure, .'- .

7« Trar-if the expence of - bulldmc Pcone -foun-
% dations. be; compared.- with. the-: advantaces, it
< will b._ found 10 bcfvery mconﬁderable. Sup—

« mafon in Ena and Would get ﬁonPs, and ]ay 3

~“ foundat onfor fuch a bundmcr as York fort, for

¢ Jefs-than Awenty pounds; but allowing for the
“c: difference -of the price. of | labour in: l—iudlon s-
« Bay, -a ftone-bottom: raxfcd a foot or more above
¢ the ground would not exceed fifty pounds. - Up~
“ on. th1s ‘the fort might. be ereGed ;. round which
I would have pieces.two .or three inches fquare
*¢ faftened  perpendicularly againft the logiwall a-

¢ bout. a -footafunder, .their ends refting npon the

<< ftone-botrom - thefe . thould be well iathed and
s rough-caft - with good mortar; by whxch means

< the log-wall would be kept fecuré from; Wet, ‘and
< would laft as long as. the: beams or any. of the
“ timber within :. it is' evident upon’ mfpe&mg any-
< 0id - building, «that timber " carefully kept from
¢ wet-will remam found.- and ferviceable - fixty or

‘“ eighty. years.. - Now: if: the expence of ‘keeping

¢ g fort ftrong and fit for fervice fixty or. -eighty

¢ years, be compared with that of rebuxldxng it

¢ twice'within the- fame time, there:furely can be

“no room for ~hefitating which nethod to take ;
““efpecially if it be confidered, -of ‘what' impor-
“tance it is to keep the woods npear the

¢ fertlements from being cut away, and: how

““great a-faving . of timber a.: frone-foundation
¢ would make every time.the fort was_rebuilt. . I

" « remembcr to.have feen rough-caft- abour the old
3 fort upon Hayes s-river s but jt was laid on in

“ {uch
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“ fuch a2 *fiarinerthat “the wét got in behind; and
<t kept ‘there” in‘fpite ‘of'fun or wind 3 fo that the
¢_timber . totted as: faft, ‘as’ 1f it had lam againft 2
¢ bank of wet earth.--

“ TuaT thereisa- me{hod to - make under-fet—
¢ tings to buildings of wood, much lefs expenfive
¢ than an-entire ftone or: brick foundatién: - A fort
< of ‘the dimenfions of York-fort’ may be fupported
“ by. forty-eight fténe or brick piers, one at-each
¢ falient -and re-entring angle ; with a pier ortwo
“ under each face and -turtain. The ;nterf’ﬁces
¢ between thefe piers may ‘be made of any ftuff
< that ean be got, and repaired at any, ‘time with-
< out difturbing the fuperftructure. - If  lime can-
“ not -eafily “be ‘got:>for ‘thefe purpofes; ftones
< -might be prepared in the. Orknies ‘or élfewhere,
< cach largé ‘enough to make a pier, -and ‘not ‘exceéd
< five hundred weight; “Forty-eight of thefe ftones
< would fuftain fuch a fort as York-fort, and the
. ¢ whole would ‘not coft above fix poundsinthe
«.Orknies: ﬁfty of them would be about twelve or
- % thirteen tons.- " Storie ‘or ‘brick piers - mmiay be put
<¢ under- - building “of “timber after it s ereted,
% which would nike ‘it endire many years lopger
< theni it would' without them:”  The Company ,
took not the leaft notice of thefe remonftranices, -

In the: fummer, 1746 I recexved the foliong
lctter.”- e

Hudfon S-Bay hou{e, Londen Apfxl 3oth x746 '
l\/Ir IﬂfePh R(’)b{OB,- e s

Sn',

WE recaved your Ietter of the 5th ~of Au-
_ ‘guft, 3nd  obferve tﬁe" ‘contents ; 5 and alfo
< the feveral draughts you “mentioned 3- dad-have
B paxd your wxfﬁ Ball- for ten pounds, as you :deé-

% fired.
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t fired: We have thought proper-to tetnove you
‘¢ to prince of Wales’s-fort, where you are to a&
““in the fame flation as furveyor.and {upervifor of
¢ the buildings: .and we expect that you exert
¢ yourfelf in_the.7epairs, and whatever may be
¢ neceflary: in. firengthening the fort; and that you
“ fend us a draught of the river, &c. - We-ré-
-% main your loving friends.” = . S

- . Signed by the governor, -deputy governor;
: ~and fix of the committee. '

In obedience to this order I embarked aboard the
Churchill-floop; — Horner mafter, which happen-
ed to come to York-fort, and arrived at Churchill+
river-the 18th of Auguft. After two or.three
days I began to_correct the -erroneous method the
men were then taking in building the ftone. para-
pet; which brought on the refentment :of the
governor, -who renewed the cuftomary oppafition
againft me, notwithftanding the unlimited- powers
given me. by the Company. There was iong
them a man who had been lately fent over under
the charaéter of engineer, in the exercife of which
~ office he had juft'before I arrived paffed his appro-
bation upon: the cniy two embraffures that were
finifhed : but when I examined them and pointed
out, their errors and defe&s,. he retracted his former
opinion, and was as peremptory_in his difappro-
‘bation. By this and other proofs, I was foon con-
vinced, that he knew very little of the theory of
‘military’ archicefture,. and' lefs- -of the practice :
‘however, I made a point of having his concurrence
for the"fake of order, and he very complaifantly
acquiefced in every .thing1 propofed. 1 laid down
the lines of an embraffure upon a floor in full
proportion according to the beflt niodern rules, and

2 he
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he- refolufely fiipported the’ propriety of théri
againit the “outrageous cavils of ‘the governor, téll-
inghim that my method would bear demonftration,
and he would take upon himfelf to anfwer for the
event. - Thus I hoped I fhould be enabled to keep
that part of the parapet ‘which we were to be em-
ployed upen that feafon, out of the power of ignor-
ance and precipitation. When thé froft became fo
fevere that we could no longer Iay any mortar, I
employed myfelf in making coin§ for the embraf-
fures, but without oﬁ’ermc to confult the opxmon of
the governor about them, who I was certain would
not fail to be on the contrary fide: ‘and finding by
this, that the authority of his office would avall
him but little againft fuch united oppofition, before
Chriftinas he eﬁ:rancred himfelf from four of- the
mels, the furgeon, the maftér of the floop, the
titular engineer, and myfelf. The engineer;’ how-
ever, bcmmncr 0 refle@ that he had hitherto
fac.lﬁced “his mterc”t to his complaifance, and that
nothing was to be produced by ﬁdmo with ‘us'but
the ¢ pleafure and il offices of thé governor, left
us very foon, and lived by hlmfclr for feveral
weeks, waiting, as we- could ealify’ percelv.., ‘to-bé
reftored to favour. ~ He fucceeded: at laft by dif-
avowing all our ‘proceedings’; -and the _governor
ﬁnﬁmg his party ftrengthened, ordered allthe coins
I had made before winter to be altered to-his own
method : in confequence of which, the’ following
{fpring was loft to thé bmldm and tbe parzmcc
was entirely {poiled. 5

Wren 1 ‘came to Enoland I follicited "a long
time for an opportunity of laying a“'true ftate of
this affair before the Company: - at- Jength they
fent - for me from Pro*f'nouth by thc foLome'

etter s 3 el

‘ Lon:igh
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London, 19th December, 1747

Mr Robfon, i

“'T HE gentlemen have recewed your - Ietter,
‘.""'- “and cannot “pay your bill‘ until they have
¢ had " fome, Zifcourfe. with you* touching~ youk
o« drauc*fhts, ‘and - fome other things that lic before
s them and therefore. they defire you to attend
£ on Wednefﬂay the 1 gth of - ]anuary next at ten
“o clocl; in'the. morning; ”

Your humbIe fervant,
Charles Hay fecretary

I attended accordmgly, and demonﬁrated by
the models”in ‘the  committee room, that ‘my
méthod of con&ué’tmg the buxldmg was right; “and
the governor’s “Wrong. © The committee - acknow-
ledged it to be o yet fuch is-‘thieir pamahty for-
theif prmc1paf officers, “that “all” -prefent, "~ except
Sir-Atwell Léke, treated me with’ great rigour-and
difrefpect: © and” goveérnor - Knap in partxcular
faid, ¢ That they found their fort was fpoiled and’
s good for nothmt,, and that I had a great hand
*in bulldmg it?* This ungererous fpeech fhock-
ed me, asirretratted the aknowled gement they had
juft before unanimoufly; made, and feemed calculated
towithdraw theittentionof the reft fromthe demon-
ftrative evidence 1 Had, g g1ven, “that my {kill and care
had been ‘ufefally exerted. -In ' vain T urged the

integrity of my condii&t, and remonftrated chat bymy ©

invariable ‘attention to ‘the’Cornpany’s intereft, I
had expofed myfelf to the refentment and cruelty
of ‘the governor, whofe behavicur to' me rendered
my mannerof life almoft 1nto;erable, and that not
for a.day or.a week, but for years; my. arguments -

D3 pro-
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produced no effe@ : nor was the leaft notice taken
of any of the reprefentations I ‘had made them,
fince my firft arrival in the Bay; but I was difmif-
fed their fervice as a man who had conftantly ne-
gleéted his duty.. . - ... S
. Tue. reader will from hence fee the uncontrol-

~ able influence - which the ‘govermors in' the Bay
maintain over the Company; an influence which
neither -omiffions of duty, pefitive injuries with
regard to their intereft, oppreflion of their fetvants,
nor the worft of. crimes, is capable of diminith-
ing. The governor at Churchill-river had a thou-
fand times rendered himfelf unworthy of fociety :
the furgeon, focn after my arrival there, told me of
his-cruelties to the fervants with tears in his eyes ;
and’ the account he gave me was then attefted by
every other intelligent'man, and. afterwards, abun-
dantly confirmed by my own experience. , . The
furgeon laid before the Company a full and clear
repreientation of this man’s’ crimess and it was.
expefted: that he would be ‘ordered - to, England;
the year Icame away: but he was continued in hi;
obffice without .any diminutien either of honour or
profit; and the furgeon treated with unparalleled
negleét. . . ., I et
¢ Iz is not very, difficult to aflign the true reafon
of this excraordinary. policy, in the Company. with
regard to their fuperior officers, ~and 1. may. here-
after take an opportunity of ‘explaining it :. nog, is
the ground of the: oppreffive.and. ctuel behaviour of
the. goyernors and captains ‘towards, the inferior
fexvants a more impenetrable fecrer. .- Thefe men
~ have-generally fea-officers principles,. “and .exert
the ‘fame. arbitrary. “command, ..-and .expedt - the
 fame {lavifh -obedience here, as is. doné on board
3 fhip. . But as, this fort of ' government ‘is nat,
- necefiary, . {o it will .not be fubmitted to ; ‘and the
- extreme rigour ea.one hand, @nsi;t,h?-impatiﬁmfﬁé%;
LT . [o)
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of it on .the. other, are a “erpetual fcar;e of pet-
fonal difguft ;. which _difeovers itfzif in ineffeGtual
.complamts and murmurings .from  the fervants,
and in - the moft mahctous ‘cruelties and oppref-
fions from the officers. But farther, as they
havc poﬁtxve mﬁruéhons in- what manner they
are to treat thofe fervants, who happen to be
too adtive and inquifitive for the Compny’s in-
tereft ; ‘they go a ftep. higher, and ufe the fame
methods of fecurity - with regard to their own in-
treft ; ‘and either treat with great feverity, or find
a pretence for. fending home Iaden with faults, any
man whom they fuipect has fenfe énoughi to detect,
and fpmt enough to expofe any of their unjuft
gains, particularly thofe of the overplus-trade ,
THIS over-plus trade is b1g with i mlqmty, andis
no lefs mconﬁﬁent with the Company s true intereft,
than it is-injurious to the.natives, who by means of
it become more and more alienated from us, and
are. cither . " difcouraged” from huntmg atall, or
induced to-carry. all their furs to the French. “The
Company have fized a ftandard for trade, as the
rule by: which the governors ‘are to deal with "the
natives. -According to this they raife upon fome
of the goods, which they know the natives muft or
will take, 2. gain of near £2000 per cent, _computing
" by the value of a beaver-fkin, which is made the
meafure of evety thing elfe: fo that 2 beaver-fkin
which is often fold; for ¢ exght thillings, is purchafed
at the low,rate of four-pence or fix-pence. This
extravagant: gain difcourages the natives, con-
ﬁderably leflens the confumption of Britifh manu-
fatures, and gives the French an opportunity. of
under{ellmg the Company, and carrying. off the
beft and lighteft furs to Canada. _Yet not content
with: this, the. -GOVErnors ; add to the pnce of their
goods, exaét many more furs from the natives than
is reqmred by theftandard, and fometiines pay

;hem not. equally for furs. of thc: fame value; and I
’ D4 . wifh
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Wlfh it could not be faid, that taking advantage of
the neceffities of this abufed people, who as they have
no other market to goto -are obliged to' fubmit to
any terms that are 1mpofed upon them, they derive
fome gains alfo from weights and meafures, - This
they call the profit.of- the over-plus trade ; part of
which they always add. to the Company’s i’cock for
the fake of enhancing the merit of their fervxces, and
apply the remamder to their own ufe, which'is often
expended in bribes to fkreen their fauits -and "con-
tinue them in their command. "It isthis trade that
is the great bond of unjon “between the governors
and captains, who are fo extremely watchful over
their firange privileges, that, as I faid before, if
there is the leaft fufpicion of a man’s havmg un-:
derftanding enougl to-difcover their iniquities, and
honefty enouch to deteft“and expofe them; he is
fure to be undermmed in'the’ Company s efteem; he
is kept as ignorant of the'trade ‘and nature of the
country as poﬁible ; and’ when his time is expn‘ed

if not before,- is fent homie with fuch a chara&er as
will effectual ly hinder his refurn - -

IT'is certain that the cruel‘and oppreﬁive behaw-
our of the ooverors andcaptams towards‘the ififerior
fervants, not only deters wifeful pPoptc from ‘en-
gaging in the Co*npany s+ fervice, a2 ¢1rcumﬁancc A
which they. ought to attend to for thei own -inter<
eft; but fi urmlhes one pretence for the bad 'cHarater
that is glven of the country.” Théf¢ ieh that aré
driven from it by iil ufage, ‘come homie*with minds
CbeltLClCd and full of refentiment; dhd: finding o

edrefs from the C Company, they nake a point of
dlfcouracrmg others from going thither, by magni:
fying the diftrefies they have: undergone, without
mentioning a fingle circumftance to ‘¢ounter-balance
them.. But thexe are Ot}"eI'S, that from very diﬁ'erent ,
motives,. give an/impreffion-‘of the country not at all
o its’ advamace, who rathtr thaq not - eftablith 2
chayacter for “capacity and re;o;utxon, ‘do 4t=at-the

ex-
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expefice of truth’; ‘and they think they fafely-do it;
as it is not likely that they will be foon detected.

A man in Hudfon’s-Bay has-not much opportumty
for figralizing himfelf: kis {phere of action is'con-
fined “within the very narrow limiis of carrying large
logs of wood,” walking in fnow-{hoes, fetting traps,
huntmrr and fcwhng Thé being a dextrous hun-
ter;’ ,and travelling well in fnow- ihoes, are efteemed
the chief points of honotr: - they, therefore give the
moft romantic’ account of  their journies, magnify
every little difficulty into a more than Herculean la-
bour;: and endeavour to convinge their hearers, that
riothing could have carried them through, lefs 'than
the’moft-confumsate ftrength of ‘mind and "body:

herice people have imagined, that it muft be the laft
diffrefs that'can drive 2 man to a‘country, where he
has ‘fo few chances not only for comfortable  fub-
fitancé -but for “life itfelf. " It muft be acknow-
ledged  indeed, that ‘upon his firft: arrival in the
Bay, ‘an Encrhfhman makes ‘a very difadvan-
tageous companfbn between the appearance of that
coutitry and his own; and'it may be a year or two
béfore” ke is thoreuchly reconciled to the’climate
arid>thé matinef of living; but'it is an indifputable
fack; that thoféwho have ftaid there their full: time,
and- have Tived ‘tolerably under the governor; had
rather’ go - back again- than enjoy . "the fame- advan-
tages in n théir hiative ¢ country: I'myfelf am aninftance
of: thzs, and'I hdve heard the captains frequently
atteft the {aine: of others. “This inclination, there=
fore, to return‘to- Hudfon’s- Bay, when thus founded
upon af experiniental knowlege of ‘the country, is
furely a ' mach fronger proof ¢ ot its being very habi-
table, than all'the! ﬂorxes which “have been propa=
gated by theidie or the interefted are'of the contrary.

For'my:own ‘part, if Fhad. paid the~ Jeaft credit to
the frightful ealés Theard upén 1Y arrival,” T fhould
FiGt: ha.yg ventared fix- miles-from my pIace of tefi
S dence.
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dence.. But that the reader may have a more per-
fect knowlege of the country, I will give fome ac-
count of the foil and climate at York-fort and
Churchill-river.
_ Irisnotto be 1mag1ned that the moft northerly
fettlements in the Bay, fhould have as good a.cli-
mate as the foutherly fettlements, there .being o
great. a difference of latitude as from 59 deg to
51-deg, 30 min.. I was no farther up Churchill-
river. than eight or nine miles; but thofe who have
been up thirty miles fay, that thereare pleafant mea-
dows and good . grafs, that the foil is.very good,
and that ‘there are voofcbernes and black “and red
currants growing near the fea, upon. points that
appear. almoft barren.. Thofe that I have feen grow
fo low that the grafs. covers them. _The marfhes -
and low grounds are full of good grafs; and there is
a patch of ground near the fort on Eﬂmnaux-pemt
which, though expofed to. the north and north-eaft
winds, produccs good radithes, colewerts; turnips;
{fmall carrots, and lettxces and other fallading ¢ black-
berries alfo grow upon the heath. Upon clearing
away the fnow in the fpring, we generally found the
under part of it congealed to ice three or four inches
thick, lying hollow from the ground. Whether
this was caufed by the fnow’s melting. and thawing
downwards, and then congealing from the coldaefs
of the earth; or by the fun’s drawing up thawing
vapours. from the earth, and meiftening the fnow
which was afterwards congealed  again, I am: not
“able. to determine. I am inclined to believe the
latter, becaufe the top of the fnow was formed into
a hard icy cruft, and within it was heavy tho foft;
However, beneath this arch of ice we found greeu
vegetables. growing up an ‘inch or two above.the
‘ground “The cattle here would live and .do- welL
" 1f the fame care was taken of . them' as is' generally
taken in. Enlcra.nd Tne hoxfes Tfound among them
had
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had been. kept feveral -years;--and were conftantly
employed in drawing {tones. and -other. matérials
for the ufe of the fort.. . Andif they can fubfift and
be fit for fervice at Churchill-riverin 597deg: they
wauld furely fubfift and:increafe alfb as the botrom
of :the Bay, in’ 51.'dég: 30 min: - and m ~all’ the
more foutherly fettlements.- .-

TrE foil about York-fort, wlnch is. i 57 deg,
16,min. i much better than that at Churchill-river.
Moft kinds of garden-fuffi grow: here to, perfecs
tion, parucularly peafe and: beans. - I have feen a
fmall pea growing w1thounany culture;; and dm of
opinion that barley wouild flourifh hcre, -and-¢onfe-
quently ‘in much -greater perfe&wn at Moot%: and
Albany-rivers, which-are in 51 deg. 30 min. and
s2deg, - Gooftberries and red -and black cutrants
are found'int ‘the woods growing upon:: :fach buthes
as-in Bngland.. Up. the ‘river are- patches:of .very
good: ground -and battenes:uader banks; foide:
tended-froin” ithe fiorth- and forth-weft winds; -that
thefe is a-fine thaw- below when theitop is freezing :
bére’ whole; families rmt,hx _precure . 3;:cofrifoitable
fubfiftence; ‘if they. were. as induftsious. 45 they:-are
in their own: country. - Upon:Hayes’s-river, fifteen
miles Arem-the fort, is fuch a-bank as Ihave juft
mentioned,-near: which 1 pitched my:tent': aftet
paling i fome. ground; ifor _a-coney-warren;
and for; oxen; ! fheep, .goats, &5¢: b fhould expect
by no. moreilabonr than::would. be -proper.: for my
health;_ toprocure a: defirable livelihood s -not at all
doubting of my being able:ta raife: peaié and-beans;
barley and probably -other kinds of grain. ‘The
ifland-on which. York-fort: ftands; is- more .capable
of improvement than can ‘be imagined in fuch-a
latitude;  and o near the Bay: It is narrow twernty
miles up.from. the fea 3 fo that draids might be.cut
to -very - ufeful purpofe {.¢uta drain-near- the
fort to dry 2 pieceof grdund for a battery of four
HT can-
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cannion, “which afterwards wore quite a'new face ;
the fnow did not lie upon it near fo'long as before,
and -the grafs flourithed with.new vigor.: I ob-
ferved alfo, that before ‘ the fnow was thoroughly
thawed, feveral’ vegetables were fpringing -up be-
neath it 5 :and .by. the time it had left only a very
thin fhell of ice, thefe vegetables were-grown up
three or fourinches. v 2. .. . T .

- In: September 1745 I tried the froft in the
ground,” by:digging: in.a plain near the fort.. I
dug three feet and a half-before I came to the froft,
which was ;eight inches thick. I then ftruck:an
iron bar eighteen inches: below the’ frozen vein;
and -found “the -earth -very- dry, the froft having
ftopped the: paffage of the water for.nine months;
and itmight be a month longer before the thaw
would enable it to get fo low : it muft thaw every
year, ‘or:no: water -would ever penetrate fo deep:
This,’ however, isnot neceffary to. vegetation 3
fince three feet and a-half of foil is fufficient, not
only for all ‘kinds : of grain, but alfo for timber;
which feldom ftrikes its roots fo deep;: unlefs' it-.be
in the crevices of rocks. - As:the froft does: not: pe-
netrate four feet and a half; the water has. full three
months.to thaw it in; and is certainly: ableto effe&
it in that:time ; though perhaps the frofb:may re-
turn again-above, -before :the thaw:is ‘thoroughly
compleated. below: 3 and-this, probably;: is the cafe
with alllevel-and moiftgrounds: butin dry.grounds;
or in ‘meift::grounds :withfouthern declivities,. it
may- be .otherwife..iIt:is. the moifture: that .com=
municates ‘the freezing quality, ‘and where -that
fails the froft can proceed no farther:-in “fwamps
or:wet plains, ‘therefare, ‘or in northern declivities
where- the - fun is weak, - the froft enters.as far ‘as
thiere’is any moifure, is very long in thawing, and
fometimes continues in the ground the:whole year-;
but in dry.:ground-ijt-hag but Jittle power; .and
- even
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everi in''wet ‘grounds-that ‘have a fouthern decli-
vity, the: froft ' does not .keep poffeflion. o long 3
. for the moifture‘acquires from the fun in the day,
a warmth that-it fetains all night, and it may be
a thaw-under ground waile the furface is freezing.
Cultivated land alfo-thaws: much fooner than bar-
ren.. I .perceived: that" the garden-ground at
York-fort and!Churchill-river thawed much fconer
and deeper ‘in :the fpace :of ‘one month; than the
walte that lies :contiguous to'it; and the fame is to
be obferved. in* England..: By the heat therefore
which the earth here would acquire from a general
and ‘careful cultivation, :the froft might be:fo foon
overcome, that the people: might éxpect regular re=
turns of feed-time and harveft. - :

.TuE natural produce of Hudfon’s-Bay grows
very “faft, and comes to perfection much. {ooner
than that' of England. The alteration of the
weather is very fudden and great : the wind veer-
ing:perpetually between north and fouth, occafions
a perpetual alternate change of fummer and winter,
which' thould prevail upon thofe who go abroad to
provide againft the worft that can happen; a'
{tranger to the: climate ought never to venture.out
alone;s Thefe:fudden alterations, however, make
_me ‘conjeture “that the. climate. differs much. in a
little ' way, efpecially in going from north to fouth;
‘at York-fort :the difference-is'lefs perceptible than
at Churchill-river. . In. fummer, when. the wind is
‘about weft-fouth-weft, it-bécomes fultry j-and if it
happens to blow frefh, ‘it .comes ‘in hot gufts as if
it blew: from' a fire, and the hardeft gufts bring
the greateft ‘heat : ‘but this'is not the cafe: when
the wind blows from any other point.” In winter,

the fky weft of the fort generally looks with a
" more ‘thawing: afpet;. than in any other quarter
except towards theeaft. . I noted this in my jour-
nal, and concluded that thefe black watry cicuds
T muft
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muft-be generated i places -where. the *waters are
not frozen ; .for when I -obferved them at weft-by-
- {outh, T turmed immediately to the eift, where I
kncw was. an open fea, -and found .that the
clouds :in :that 'point had exactly the fame appear-
ence. ‘The former is: the point where the matives
fay is a deep:ftrait, and the copper-mine. = Frogs
and forme kinds of fith are found here frozen.ir
folid: pieces of “ice,  which -upth -the : thaw::récaves
- their activity, and appear: to have as much:life as
before:. . This was confirmed by laying them near
a.gentle fire: but upon expofing them: afterwards
to the froft, and bringing themi to the ﬁre a fecond
time, they were always:found dead..: i .

I miGHT here give a particular defcrrpnon of aii
the aninals - pecahar to this country ;-but as it does
not enter into the nature of my defigh,..and befides;
has been already done by other -writers-about Hud-
fon’s-Bay, fufficiently-enough to'give a comriplete
idea-both of the benefits and cvﬂs that arife from.
themis Ihall only relate an event or two: with re
gard: to .the white’ béar, - and then proceed to-an
account of the natives, - - v
o Govervor White of York fort. told me: that
he and.another being abroad . together -one winter,
as: they -walked . up - the river; they «difcoveted .an
openingin: the bank, and" upor; Adoking -inte.it
found a white bear;. which they kilfed: ... The beaft
in ‘making. this den had thrown up the-edrth behind
her as fhe: went in, with a defign, they thought; of
obliging herfelf  to continte there the: whole feafon
of the froft, which had fo. hardened the earth,
that a.complete thaw only could deliver her : it
was difficult even with hatchets and ice-chizzels to
cut the mouth of the den wide enough to fet the
body. through. - Having. at length: accomplifhed.
this, they cut off the fliin and fat, and left them:

wm; the carcafe in the hole fecure enough as they.
ima-
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imagined ftom any beaft that might happen to
come that way : ‘but before morning a quiquihatch
or wolverine, a very ftrong, cunning and rapacious
creature, had broke through the fence and devour-
ed all but the bones. - The governor communicated
this -flory to an- old“Indian, and afked him, ¥ it
was common for the ‘white bears that are big with .
young, as ‘this preved to be, to bury themfelves
during the froft : he faid no; but that when they
do, it is with a defign to ftay in their holes .till
the froft is over, and they have brought forth their
young; that they will live a long time without
food 5 and that the black bear generally lies in-his
den as long as he finds any moifture in his ‘paws to
fubfift on, but when that is gone he is forced abroad
again: tho’ it is ‘more probable that he ‘paffes the
winter-months in fleep. R TR
- WaiLE I was at -Churchill-river, 1 went out
one afternoon with my gun towards Efkimaux-
point, and among fome large ftones that lie there-
- abouts, difcovered an enormous bear. Not being
. above a quarter of a mile diftant from'the houfe;
- I was not much alarmed at the fight of this ani-
mal, ‘but .crept forwards with a defign to thoot
him. By this time he had winded me, and was
making towards me I fuppofe in the expe&ation of
meeting with-a:good prey : for prefently after, when
I raifed myfelf behind a ftone to look for him;
he was reared ‘on the other fide to look for me.
The furprize “was mutual,- depriving us both of
the power of huiting-each other: for he, turning
fuddenly upon- his hind-feet, ‘'made’ off with great -
precipitation’; and I, havingloft my recollection; did
not think ‘of firing till-he was far out of my reach.
Indeed T neverheard, that a'bear will feize upon
2 man before he is artacked and ‘wounded himfe.r.
T have been prefent at the killing of feveral white
bears, and never faw an- inftance of their turning
LUE T upon
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vpon.a man but once. . We had hunted che crea-
ture many hours firft on land and afterwards at fea:
being almoft fpent with the lofs of blood; and
forced to quit the water, he made one.bold "effort
to come afhore ; ; but finding himfelf furrounded .
fo that he could make no way up the country, hc
ran with open.mouth at one Richard . Walton,. in.
order to force a paffage. The man had the pre-
fence of mind to fire his piece, and the bear being
wounded by it took to the fea again; and tho’
purfued for feveral hours more, made his efcape at
laft under thelter of the night. There is no. beaft
truly dangerous but the grlzzled bear; and he al-
ways. keeps up. the country in a warmer climate,
where indeed he makes dreadful ravages, - de-
vouring whole famlhes in a thort time.

Tae natives are 2 white people, wlthout any‘
thing pecutiar in their fhape and fize to diftinguith
them from the-reft of mankind. They are lefs
ha1ry, indeed, than the Europeans, the men.hav-
ing little or no beard ; and thofe who have conver- -
fed with the women fay, that they have no hair
but upon their heads. Every mafter of 2 family
of any eminence keeps by him a fmall parcel, for
which he has a moft iuperfhuous reverence. 'This
‘he calls his father’s head, and is highly provoked
if - -any one offers to look into.it ; -but upon exa-
mination it has. proved to be nothing more than a
bundle of feathers tied round.with a_piece of lea-
ther. They have a religious apprehenfion of fome
malevolent  and capricious being, whom they are
frequently afraid of ; for when they eat, they
throw a piece of- flefh into the fire as a kmd of
offering to him, and when they go out in their
canoes, they caft fomething afhore. to .render him
propitious. At other times, - as * capricious . them-
felves as the god they worthip, they go out in
'parcues with guns and hatchets to kill him; and at

their
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their ;resiind el -bosftothat: they have s killed him;
selling: where they-haveifet up the painted #ick in
tefimopy.of ;their fliceefs: & A’ traditibn prevails
among them; thatall theipeaple of the-country: were
drowned except-eight, svha.were favédiina cange:
-5 TaEY make - pretenfiondiste-divinasions:for the
exercife.of whichithey formra fquare cldfetent, by
laying fligs>upon fousRicks'scut -green-from. the
tyees . peeled;i - and - ‘fixedperpendicularly. .in ithe
ground.. - Into tliis they- enter,-faying two ar.three
hours 5in;which. tisie smany. furure:events. they
1fay, -areimade known fosthem.” Somé.of :our. peo=
ple.are weak -.enough to’.give credit-to this ~pro-
phetic {pitit. - In the:year:iy3s the -thip was fo
late in coming from England, that the-governor
very ferjoufly-applied to-ain Indian: torinform: him
what: wasbecome of her ; : and after- her -arrival h¢
affured::us , that the. man-had -told. him-the exack
truth.”; This. power;of divination;: it feeins, is
checked;-ifi an -Englifhman approaches! thetent, - -
.. Taey “have a generous- fenfe of property;-and 2
difdain of .apprefiion: - the largeft beafts -and fowls,
~ they fay,, are their own.;:.and they call all-the. Coms
pany’sfervants, exceptebiegovernor, fives: Theyare
exemplary in'their-afe@ion to-the orphans: of 'the
fame family:;-forupon the:death of the-parents the
children are.divided among. the neareft-of kin, who
feed and take care of them preferably to: théir.own.
- 'WHey an Indiam i dies; they ufually bury-all
- he pofleffes with him, becaufe, they think he will
want-it.in; .the - other- country, - where;: ;they .. iay,
theirifriends “aremaking  merry- as:.oftenzas-they
dee -an Augora-borealis. | Theicorpfe beingspliced
- apon!its hains,.- the grave isfilled upi.and covereéd
.ovey - with. brufh-wood, - iny whichithey pur. fome
“tobiacco.s -and - méaf «the ;graye is fixed a2 pole with
2 deer’ {kin;: or fomeother fkin, at'thetop..2:This
~methed of placing the corpfe: is no ‘lmggar;obfff.(g
T e - E e
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ed by thé pesple who refort to'the Englifh fatoriess
but the up}and Indians ftili- retain their~ ghcient
cuftoms. ‘I have heard that the fuperannUafcd and
helple{s among them. gre ftrangled ‘at theit"own re-
queft ; which-ceremony “is -always™ petformed by
the neareft relations; ‘whe; : after placing thefe vo-
Juntary vi&tims in a grave, ‘finifh the' hormd tafk
after the-manner of the Turkith bow:ftring. =

Txey defcribedays by'the timesof ﬂcepmg, years
by winters,-and different parts of the year by mooiis;. -
as the ﬁrow-moon, or:the :feafon when the frogs-
fpawn, whxch is ia May or June 5 the: ceéfe‘moon,
when the geefe fly acrofs. the countiyto bieed';
and other. moons,. d1[’cmgu1{hcd by - iome ﬁated
appearance. -

.TrEY are: *fond of the tafte of bra:ndy, and of
bcmg intoxicated with it ; ‘efteeming’” it-an" honout
to be drunk, and fcrrsnng who thall: continue fo
 longeft :* indeed this*is acorruption'not of: their
" own growth,- but “introduced. among: ithemiby the:
fo]ly and villainy of Europeans. : Inftead of ‘ufing
water, they cleanfe themfelves with.greafe and: 011 3
arid ‘when. they have:a mind to beé oramented,
~ they ‘paint.their. facesc with ‘a kind of "red .and
yellow oaker; ‘which:with’a ftring of beads hanc-
-ing>at:the nofe; and ‘a- piese of greafy red clotl;
fixed .ofr one fide: of - the: head, makes an Indxan as
fine as he defires to be.

TreY. ufe for an emetic a- herb called cocka-.
pocko, -and ‘after the operation another herb: called
wofhapockos. and their method of fweating ‘them-
felves istofirina clofe-tent by- aleapof heated: frones.

- Before~the ufe.” of: kettles -was introduced among

them;they.drefféd: their meat in 4 wooden of brrch— ,
rind: difh, h’f.atmt, g the water, and keepingit-boiling "
by -conftantly: ‘putting.:in- thefe-hot ftones.” Fhey
“eat”'as much -flefh: at’ a:time as‘will ferve:three.or
-four “Europeans but then ‘they can-faft three:ox:

: four
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folit times as Tong and thefe habits of Voracicufiels”
and ‘abftinence feem o be deteimined by their natus"
ral temper; and their tafte of life’; -fot they are lazy:
and improvident;- lyifig in their tents ahd fefting ™
upon their ftock till ‘they have not a day’s: prbv1ﬁon
left; and if they aré unfortunare enougli to fiil of
a fupply before their power of fafting is goney they
perith with hunger. This has givén birth to many"
frories of ' their béing redticed to edt the fkihs that
cover them; and fornetimes: their ‘children: ~ Many"
families .in"their Jburney to the factoriés have been
fo near ftarving, that they hdve fainted by the way,
and muft have penfbed, if* féme among them Had"
. notbeen i’crong enouc'rh to come to the wovemors for
relief. o
‘Urox - gomo' cut to hunt, and at the deat}*
they fing two ‘fongs, the latter at-the head of* the
beaft; & praéhce that prevails ameng ‘the ‘moré
refined; ' but- lefs innocetit’ fportfihen here:- -If fe=
veral different parties of hiunters happen to mee§ -
in the purfuit; they do not regard who kills
the beaft, but fhare the prey in common, - The
chief of ‘a family has an appfopriated part; which;
by way of diftin&tion; he drefles himfelf: 2 woman
is not fuffeted-to touch it; nor'to perform the leaft
. part of the“cu’l’mary office; nor even to be prefent-at
the feaft.  When he-thinks it is boiled enough; he
takes it out- of the kettle; -and gwes the ﬁrfc piece .
t0 ‘the trian ke refpedts: moft; prOf‘eedmcr int this
maniief through the whole' company. |, They -have
4 maxim very prejudicial to the country, which is,
that the titgte beafts they kill, the: more-they. in
creafe§ “and " in confequence of this théy - deftroy
great nutnbets for the fake bf the tontrues, Ieavme'
the carcafes to rot. . - ,
“The- fam:hes take - down thexr tents i’ thb
- morhing;’ “and - the ~chief-‘orders” Where “they
thall be | .pitched -at -nighe:’ -In - witlter - when
they can follow Bis trac in the friow, “he leaves the
E 2 women
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women to ftrike. the tent,.and come- after him with
the. baggage -and where they find.a loggwhme fick:
fixed in. the gmhnd, they -pitch the teng again-tilk-
the ‘next morning.- At night the man. comes home:
and fits-down, - but- without Tpeaking, -while his.
wife pulls off his wet, cloaths, and cleanfes his face
with greafe or oil: he then takcs thé Chmf feat,;
: and becms to .talk, .
In mafrrymor they have the eaﬁ:e;n cuﬁom
. of. a. plurality -of wives:s - .though they . gene-
rally coatent themfglvses with . L EWo,,; ‘shich .; are
as.-many - 2§ they can. well -maintain- by ‘hunt-
ing. They are not-very fifceptible of the tender
paffions ;. for an Indian .will gladly- lend: his. wife
to an EnOhfhman for a bottle of Brandy Iris
cuftomary: for the ‘man upon his marfiage to leave
his. own. fnends, and live. with:his wife’s father; to
whofe defence and;:fubfiftence he -devotes himfelf
- for the romainder of his life,. which makes the hav-
" ing daughteps a much more defirable. part. of their
poﬁ'eff ions than: fons.. -A; woman once in her life
- feparates-herfelf from all kind of converfe, and lives
three wee«kg; alone ;_in- -which time, “thofe who:-ad-
minifter-to- ‘her, leave her food in-a:ertain. place,”
and return immediately, without fpeaking: ;1 em-
'ployeda man who.underftood ithe language,: -and was
intimate with feveral of the;people .of both {fexes, to
- enquire into'the nature.and end of this ceremony :
but with .all his art and addrefs hie:was never able to
" obtain more than a.general knowledge of the-fat.
At their-- feaﬁs ‘and ‘merry -meetingss. When
they-- are--difpofed to.:dance, the: COmpagy: join
‘hands and fhuffle round the mufician; who fits apon
the grourad -and beatsa kind.of drum, ~the: diffmal
found of which he accompanies’ with 2 imore dif;y |
anal sone - of: veicg: . - They -fmoke. brazil-tabicco
mixed with a. ~peeyliarcherb, -of which hoki fexes
and.- all. ages are fondto excefs. | They: have even °
, .ﬂated entertainments Jof- fmoakmg i Which-o¢s
. : cafion
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cafion a-pipe is produced; ornamented witlr feathers
of various - kinds, - "This: pipe is two feet-long;-the -
bowl being made of ftone, and the barrel of: wood =
the. prmmpai man  has: alsays.the privelege . of
lighting it,.who - after taking shis ‘thare: of  whiffs;
gives icsto the " fecond: in.eminence ;- ptoceeding
throuvh the whole- companywith :fuch;equitdble
management, that the Jaft man;> who canﬁ:mﬂyvﬁ-
nithes;: has wery: feldom iz darger. of {mallér-thare
than: the firft:- When the bufinefs of trafficiis over at
the. fa&ory, they fmezk- afterthe fame manner irithe
governor’s room, always depoﬁtmgthe pipewith him
as 2 kind of pledge for their return - the following
year. - ‘This ornamented pipe is what ¥ -fuppofe the
French call the calumet: of peace. The- Indians
0ren_era,lly travel with one,, which they offer to any
party of 2. different: nation that-they: happen: to
meet.with 5 and their :accepting it, ' and-fmoaking
with them, are confi dered asan. cxchange of pcace
and friendfhip. © o
‘THE: governors make utular officets of thofe
whio +are-accounted: the “beft huntfimen -and- war-
riors, and ‘moft. efteemed- for their. underftand-
ing by the ~reft - of - the: party. - To:ieach. of _
thefe they:give:a coat, 2 pair of breeches and a
hat, :appointing him- captain of 2 river. Itis the
opinion -of -thofe who live at a.great diftance from:
the faories, that the Englith are akindof creators
of .zl the'goads they fell ;. and when we firft ap-
peared-in the Bay, :the people on the coalt believed
us to-beinhabitants of ‘the water, becaufé: they faw
us come from:the’ fea, - 'and return thither:again.
Tatruecharader of the inland natives is;that
they mre:‘plam -andcigrioranty but ”Verygende, and
difpofed woy receive: any: impreffion: T heir:-chief
vice is lazinefs:;-butlall ! they haveof illmay: ina
great “meafure be-removed;’ and ali: they. wantiof -
goods be’ fupphed by z proper: and- genetous cul-
tivation, i They behave we.l to the Enohfh but
E 3 : bcttcr



| (354
" better .to:the French, becaufe the French 'have
- taken:more: pams 1o. c1v1lxze theu' manners, and
engage their efteem. =:- .o
T'ne’Indigns upon : the coai’cs and in. the 1ﬂands
‘have cuftoms peculiag to themfglves, very. d;fferent
from thofe'of the uplanders an the continent. - Of
thefe T may poffibly fpeak hereafter ;' but fhall now
proceed with: an‘account of the many . oportunities
that ftill remain for enlargmg difcoveries by: fea and
land,  and for improving many beneficial articles of
trade, particularly .the:fitheries. And firft, there
aré feveral reafons to:fupport a belief, that the land,
which feparates Hudfon’s-Bay from the weftern-
ocean, muft be narrow to the nprthward of Chur-
«chill-river, if it fhould prove to be continuous,
and without 3 navigable paflage, .-
~“TuE :tivers north. of Churchiil,” that have yet
been difcovered, are: very inconfiderable. . Seal and
Pocathuiko are . the only. ones; the. latter in'59¥
30, fmall but well ‘wooded ; -the .former in 6o,
fomewhat larger, “running 4 conﬁderable way from
the fouth-weft.. Knapp's:Bay is only.a deep inlet;
and . nothing .but inlets have. appfared ‘upon. ‘the
coafts, .difcovered. by:thehips fent.out in {earch of
a north-weft:paffage. ‘There: are 1o ‘rivers near
Whale:cove .nor .Rankints-inlet; nor’ on the’ coaﬂ:
from thence to Wager’s-inlet, which terminates in a
~ fmall ftream running from an inland fordable lake.
Chefterfield-inlet has na more title-to the charafter
of a frefh river than Wager-inlet. It is'a continu-
ed channel at leaft four leagues wide ;".the water
is falt and brackith ; it ebbs: eight ‘o nine hours at
the rate ;of i five_or: fix-iiles-an  hour,:cand B6ws
two hours ai the rate only:of w6ne. mile:an-hour &
and :vet it :does not feem: to contrad even 2t more
than thirty/leagues up:, . The kncwn. mivers! to the
porthward; thereforg wills ‘npt-beat a:Comparifon
CW 1th Chnrchﬂj. -rivery nor cv::n wu:hfoun "Fhaifies,:
S SRR S Humber,
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Houmiber, ' T'weed, - 6r Tyne.: Seal-river, which-is
the larger,~and whick; by:the bye, .flowsfrom the
_weft and -not. fromi: the: fauth-weft,; does’not vent
fo much waser.asthe fecond:rate rivers: in-England.
There.arealfo fewer.within the fime diftance along
thorz -than "in . England ;* .and:: tho’ Jmany runs.of
water. .generally fall: :inyo:them,. they vdecreale as:
much in a courfe of. twenty.:miiles :as: our:rivers:
If then’ fe thay compute:the breadth of ' & conatiy,
by - thelerigth “of  the courfe’of its:rivers,>dnd the
quantity: of water which:they. difcharge 5t may be
fairly . prefumed, -that:as the: courfes.of  the: above
wversare not fo long; mor ‘their difcharge fo great,
as fome. rivers in: England, the. land - where
they are fituated is not fo. broad ‘But as it jsurged
that rivers are larger or {mallér, in' proporuon to the
rains that fall oo~ - the. adjacent land, it may be pro-
per to compare the quantity 'of rain: that fallsin a:
year in Hudfon’s-Bay, with:the quantity that.falls
‘in-England.. From -the: beginning.of May'to.the
end ot September, the:proportion of Tain’is: pretty:
equal;-and  from the begirning of :Ocldber: to-.the.
end of Apnl -the .quantity.-of- - fhow:inthe. Bay;
which eovers the firface about two- feetand 4 Half:
thick, -and :perhaps more, does not greatly’exceed.:
The. mfenencc, itherefore, ‘of  the - breadth -of the
* landifrém the ‘fize-of _the:rivers-ftill holds good:
But - this is farthér confirmed, - 25 in :or near the
bottoin of the Bay, where the. continent._is known
to:be ;broad, :the rivers -are. larger: in. propertion,’
and:: more’ in.. number., within; the -fame’ diftance,.
than to- the: northward;.-and,. when -the fnow
meits, the.Indians 'to the’ fouthward:of “York- fort,
who dre, sear-or: within:forty. inilesiof the:fea; keep
. their:canoes. always jin readinefs, .that they reay-e-
{cape . the torrent - that ;pours dowifromi the in=
land country;, overﬂewmg the adjacent plains, and-
hsannc down the .trees. - .But. théfe annual floods
' -~ Eg are.
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are not known tdthe nosthwiardof € hurchﬂi-fmr,
'md inisieafioin thefudmer téudifeernwhick rivers
- dre fulgjedood them; - -from the deep: ‘holiowsr:which
the ice-cénflantly’ plows wpron both fides; 7 Thein-
ferenice; tiRiafore, t Al retnains. ;uﬁt dndomatural,
that the “lands ‘northward ; ‘ofs ‘Churchill-river; .arg
muchsnatrower: thanthofe )fautimzard, and cannot

be:far from te wefterniocean.

- Tuscis:faether -confirted in. pomt of teﬁlmony,
frd‘rri the.evidence of “thexdndians dwellmcr upon
Nélfon' ard :@hurchﬂlsnvers,»..who fay, that. they
have beew upon. rivers thatcrun a contrazycourie to
thofe: in’ the: Bay;: and “at the weftermfea-on the
other fidé- of the land,:wheré they have feenthips:;

Burr anbthet natural-evidente of there beinga fea~ -
coaﬁ: touthe sweftward mot: far “from Churchill,. iy
that theé flights of . wild-geefe in.the. fpring. are feen
to the'ndrthward:of ‘Ghurchill,- before thofe: which
comve along; the Bay:from’ the fouthivard-aré féen at
Yorks: fort. Fiis: receivediasian eftablithedrafd-con~
fivmed £ among; the: people:at the Bay; that thofe
focksof “wild?geefe which dppeartimthelpring come-
fromii thefouthward secordingas the .fngw melts;
and’ thd:mafhes and:rivers are thavwed: fuﬂﬁczem]yt
t6-affordthem: fubfiftende irmnttreir flight:northwardy
whither théy ‘répair to:feel: forunfrequented Places .
t6 hatch-and breed their youag.. - Butif it: happens
tofrecze again] they fly -back: fouthivard t6 geffoods
andc dé ot renew *their -Right worthward tilbthe’
thaw is-renewed: ol s ulfo: faﬁd, chat. thel cotrfe
is.genérally: ‘paratlel to:thecoaft-of the Cag;: near:
the:thouths ofiiriversiand along the matfhess and:

- that. they tdo ot gommie from ¢ cthe-riland: ¢ country:
weft! twoteatt, obut: fromo fouth o morth,> beiny
a}Wa,ys" firfl 3feéh at . the-molt feutherly fa&omew
© But at Ghorthilli-long befofe the'ice: 57 brokenmp:

foutshward,u‘t}ierkrﬁré amaysﬂ»ghrsbfgeefem be feen .

to the normmrd, hderxc"z%but;fdr arebnvetiont -
¥ place
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place té feed:mpon; 1avhich-net finding~on aecount
of the continuahée df-the froft; they fiysbacki agaift
inland o thei Sveftwardi » Ibrisy! therefare, pretry
ceitain,’- thats thele! flights: ark; miade: froin another
counttyy -drtrare hdt:the fame thav tome :from’ thie
foisthward;:which:o: mot dppear till a-confiderable
time: after ->:Sume:probabliy icomialong - the oafk
of the weftermiocean: fromithe  fouthward;" as thefe
in:i¥be. ‘Bay yiand-fome:along;: sthe eaft coaft?.of
Amer:ca, and-theweft coaft fof " Huropéd 5. alkmake
ing tiorthwaid' to Spitzburg and "Greenlan&, where
théy-breed :iuwhile thofe; « which. I-fuppofe:come -
fronk the weftern2caft of América; take their flight
by Qalifornia: and #he’coaft northward-of: itj: wherg
there:is~a-gréat difference -of tlimatecdt “a-Tnall
diffadice-from the Bay:3 and-beiny; eirkier upan thie
wing; -and flymgratsthe rate-of fixty miles anrhours
they ¢ thoot izins & foozen | ‘climmatecupon: the: Bay; bes
fore-they areawarej-but finding wo: foody: »/ra:reat:
bacE %o the warmer climate theycaipe from. i ‘

~Hivdt firould berurged, -that thifegeefes whxch are
feﬁn fo:early: toothe morthwardiomayo fly fromu the
inland northward,tands; ‘happen:testight~upenzthé

ﬂmre.mxtlrvfm(}immhli],« and: foicbe fifftefeen .-

theseis I anfwer;s thar #fvicmaf bedeft 1o *acmdent, )
theyomight-rasyediily ahght*.upon ithe Thore t6 the
fouthwardyzsamd foodbel, irfl:feenisat! Churchill.of
York:fort, w}athzhaxmwenvetbﬁen done:: Befadesy
thesflight ivalways obfervedrtobé made ziong thoreg
: anaﬂmvzer :fromithe fnland cowry-diredtly: toithe
fhore;:< Since, “theréfore;  alff otheriRights of: geeﬁa»
aresfedf-comingfrdmsthe fouthiwapdin the fptingy
and:iretutning’ to:ith worthward an auturha nd
thise Mgty whicheibdeensfrfimorvheviovtdvard of
Ghurchilfy i arasdire@ cofitragys vourfey ithe cpn=
clufioR s;ver}: nangaly thavit abattreomeifiom @
differgnt: wountty > ad-a daﬁ%rent’fea—coaih noft
pmnabiy tothe fwéﬁwal‘d' w}tﬁcn‘ihavmg armely

) warmer -
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warmer climate on -accourit of an. open fea, the
flight is taken early, but obftructed by coming * too
fuddenly into-4. frozea climatei*- This flight may
poffibly : be’imade"along the" fhore of - the. north-
" weft: pa{Tage: however;: the:firft fuppofition” ftands
very ftrongly fupported, thatthe continent tothe
northward of “Churchilk is: very -narrow,. and“the
weﬁem fea notfar diftant from. the Bay. SERS
u I'suarr nextiendeavour to-fhew:the probablhty
af entering: Hudfon’s-Bay much earlier than is-done
annually” by‘the Company’s- fhips..: The ice. from
thenorth part of - the Bay drivés through Hudfon’s-
fifaits into the ocean; -and the:Company’s thips
generally. enter the ftraits in the beginning of July.
At Fork:fort and Churchill:river: I-have obferved
that the ice-did- not:-bréak off: glofe: at.the.thore,
but. gradually; - the ‘firfr field leaving the thoresice
two orthree miles broad, the fecond lefs, .and foon
~tilbic was cleared vaway. . Thefe feveral fields of
ice drive through the ftraits 3 but as they go off at
intervals, one field-may:be .driven:through before
the next. enters.from: the .Bayz: *confcquently the
firait is fometimes-pretty clearof deewvr -0 Zusist
Asithe ftraits then are: neverjrozen over,mor
always unnavigable; ieven when there:is:muchicein:
the Bay ;- I imagine: thatia'fafe paﬁ‘agemay beioften
“found:in: the beginning of Juhe: foras theice en-
ters theftrait at intervals; accordmg asiit breaks off,
and;as the wind and current drive:it outof the Ba
fo the wind may keep: the- ice back-at"this: feafy
as wellas any other. - Befides, the ice atthe battom:
of <thé Bay, and: the :narth  and weft.ice, willnot.
‘bave had:time .felreach the ffait; but after June
all the Bay-ice ¢oromonly: . réachiesit: - The Begin-
ning of June:therefore:feems to be the likelieft time
in'which.to. expc&a*free ipafiage.- : I thips thould:
get:through by: this time, and: yet -the::Bay -prove;
tpn f,nll of ice:ta’ precccd “harbours. xmgfht 2be:
S ound,
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fotmd -and s they.would have fmooth wwater ‘and

light mghts, {mall . boats might be fent out upon
dxfcovery Thefe boars: fhould be-made of ftrong

leather, with ‘the ribs and-other timber moveable
-at pleafure.” They- would not then be liable to.be

‘broken by the ice; they would row fwiftly ; and
might be let out or contracted,. and fo-made fit
for thoal or deep water. . And that the f‘mps may

not lofe. the firft opportumty of a clear paffage;

by waiting for the return of the boats ; a.common
place of" “rendezvous thould be appomtcd from

-whence they might purfue their difcoveries in con-

cert; and. elther return to England, or. winter as

they: found encouragement. All the evil arifing

from this expenment, if it fails, would be only the

‘expence of having taken the voyage one month
carlier; but if it fhould fucceed, 1t would fave

the much greater charge of wintering in the Bay,
and be attended with all the advantages that can ke
withed for towards enlarging our dxﬁ,overxes ,
I know that but a few years ago this voyage
was thought very difficult and tedious; that the
Compan)’s fhips almoft always wintered in the
Bay; and that they were well fatisfied with thar
captain who Wmtercd fafely, and returned the fol-

lowing year, allowing kim a gratuity of fifty
‘guineas.  But of late this gratuity is with-held
-from him, and given only to thofe who go cut and

return the fame year: fo.that what was. once re-,
prefented as abfolutely 1mpra&xcab1e, 13 now very

‘eafily and fpeedily preformed ; and it is with great
-relultance that any captain..winters in the Bay.

If the difcovery of a north-weft paffage was purfu-
ed with the fame ardour and encouragement, the

-fame expedition would take place ; and the reality
.of fuch a paﬁ'acre be fpecddy determined.

Tz
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TuE great means of fettling this is 4 krowledge
of the tides; and therefore proper perfons fhould
try it in 66 deg: north-eaft of Caty-fwan’s-neft,
and afccrtain Middleton®s frozen firait, and;the
tide and current there,. which he fays is {o great as
to fill the Welcome, Othiers fhould be fent at the
fame time and for the fame purpofe to Whale-cove,

. Rankin’s-inlet, Chefterfield-inlet, Wager-bay, and
Repulfe-Bay ; in one of which the pafiage, if there
is any, muftexift. In all thefe places they thould be
ordered to ftay a limited time, and make repeated
experiments upon the tides and currents : and if in
any of the inlets the tides do not flow into the Bay,
but meet in the middie of the firait; or if the ebb
into the Bay exceeds the flood from, the Bay, and
yet the water continues, {alt or brackith; or if the
tide of flood lafts fewer hours than the tide of ebb,
and the water ftiil proves brackifh ; fuch fymptoms
.of a frefh river would afford the ftrongeft evidence
of a clear paffage. Thefe firft fleps to a difcovery
being thus deliberately and accurately made; the
people, if they had time, might venture to proceed;
but if the feafon fhould be too far elapfed, they
might at worft winter in the Bay, and renew the
feacch the following fummer.

Bur il much lefs expence would be incurred,
more expediticn would be ufed, and more certain-
ty obtained, by-making the experiment -over land.
And I greatly wonder it has not yet been attempt-
ed, confidering the repeated teftimonies of the
‘natives that come to York-fort, who fay that they
-haye been: at rivers whichrun a-contrary courfe to
thofe- in the Bay, .and have feen the fea on the
other fide of the country. .

A man refolved upon the expedition, might very
eafily engage afeleCt number of the Copper-Indians,

* : who
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who- comeé to Churchill-fattory, io .conduét him up
the countryy: upoen the:offer of forme. inconfidergble
reward; -and ‘tnaking -ene-of thejr chiefscaptaiirof
the undcrtakmg Noris-it: mceﬁ'ary that he:thould
underftand> the - languab_e, :as” the- hnguxﬂ: :who
might be of -the party; - could conumunicae :every
thing: tothe Fadiané that-it -was proper-for-them to
know.: By -this:means the coppenemme: apleaft
would bedifcovered;. and probably  the- diftance of
the wefltern ocean;" andthe reahty of 2 pzdfage be-
tween ‘that-and the Bay.. ~ims oo

« THE fame advantages mrght be as eﬂ'e&ually o’o—
teined, the’ not: perhaps fo’ imniediately;.-if- the
Company was ‘to iffue 'a ‘‘gengral ordery-ithat;the
children :of: all ‘thofe hatives-who-would'give their
confent, ﬂmuid be brought' up:at the:fattories; -and
ln{’cru&ed T every: part ‘of Tearning thacwas necef-
fary to fir themm for ‘ufeful fervice 5 and if<4r chie
fame time alfo they would fendwover: from’ England
a number "of. md1gent .children to-be educated with
them: © By fuch * conneftion “and :intercourfe
thefe - boys ~would' learn . each iothers Janguage,  be
accuftomed to each othefs’ tempers :and:"manners,
be foon able to travel together up the country, and
foon -capable:- ‘of undur{’candmg as.- much - of the
mathematics s would qualify them to-obferve the
latitudes and keep ' journal.. ":And if, in aid of
their . endeavours, ‘rewards ‘were- PI‘OPOde for thofe
whormade the' moft important difcoveries; all- the -
parts ‘of. ‘the: countrics adjeining to'the Bay, Would‘
in a few. years-beintimately known.

- Expeprenss like - thefer muft: occur to: every
man" who:hasi.the leaft- reflexion, - ‘and - the leaft
knowledge: of: the: ¢ountry ;” “but asthe Hudfor’s-
Bay Comparty have not yet made any trial of them;
it:is to-be:queftioned ‘whethet any trial will evercbe
made,: till the “trade ‘and management become: the
bufinefs of the nation. - The Company have -had

appren-



( 62 )} . o
apprentices in the:Bay;. Both able and: willing t6 dé
in_part; what has:been juft -new propofed: I bave:
myfelf - heard many-of their fervants. fay,: that-they.
would glddly undettakea journey with the:natives;
if‘the ‘Company: would  give thein ary encouragez.
ment ; -and one of -thém in parucui:n: told me,: that
he oncé:offered voluntarily- to. do..this without foi:
Heiting; asreward; but -was rebuked: by the  gover-.
nor-for-his oﬁicmufneié, -and -treated il the-rernain=
der of histime : yet this.. method of :making dif-
coveries would not only be:l¢fs: expenfive, ‘than
any the: Company ‘have hitherto. taken, but far
moreicertain,’ and more fuccefsful ;. of which: théy:
have a!melancholy. proof from the very-formidable’
eicroachments . which the Frénch, by the fame
‘means;. -are-continually- making upon them., - .-

It is: univerfally - believed -among the’ fervants,
-that:the: French travel many -hundred miles-over
landfrom Canadato; the heads of ourrivers in the
Bay; and:that they have erefted huts’'and - fettled: a
confiderable factory upon .a lake at the head of
Nelfon-river ;. trading with thenatives -for ‘the
lighteft--and moft valuable furs; which they carry
a Ionc way before they find a‘conveyance by water:
and this general opinion: is not takén up at random;
but fupported by particular inconteftable evidences
of the fact. "I ‘have feen French guns among the
riatives that come to. York-fort ; and once heard Mr.
Brady, the furgéon, -converfe w;th oneof them it
the -French lancuace :1:have:alfofrequently fee in
the governor’s hand a letter addrefléd to him from
the chief- factet at the French fettlement on. Nel-
fon-river: It was written in French and Indian; and
the.purport of it was. to eftablifh a trade between
theniand the Englith at York-fort, for thofe-fieavy.
goods whch the Frerich ftood in great need ‘of, but
could not bring from Canada, fuch as guns, ket-
tles, tobacco., éu and the Englith were defired

to
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to Tay, ~how miich bedver: they expefted-in: ex--
change for thefe articles. The governor told us,
that he had fent 2 copy of the letter to ‘England ;.
"and added, that if; the Company confented tofuch

a treaty, we fhould get no furs but what: came
through the hands.of the French, who would foon
Have huts all the way down Nelfon-river, - - .

- T linguifts informed me, that they have had
a defcription of the :French fattory at the head of
Nelfon-river from  different Indians, . who all a-
greed in - the . principal - circumitances, “and re-
markably in this, that the French havea large boat
or floop upon the lake. . Thefe peeple formerly
would have been glad to: have had the Englifh ac-
company them up the rivers ;: and were ‘once very
follicitous to engage "us to go up, that we might
head them againft the. French Indians.:. but they
are now very eafy and filent upon that fubjeét : the
JFrench by kind offices and a liberality. in déaling,
which we think of no confequence, have obtained
fo much influence over almoft all the natives, that
many. of them are actually turned factors for the
French at our fettlements for heavy goeds.  This
the Indians openly acknowledged to the lingAift
* jn the year 1746, juft before I left York-fort,” =

: By itis now time to fay fomething of. ghe fith-
eries 3 the wretched condition of which-isnot owing
10 any natural defect, but merely to negligence or
‘defign in thofe who pretend a right to the country
and its productions. T

Tue Efkimaux, who are the profefled fifhers,
afed to inhabit the country on the eaft-main be-
tween the ftrairs and the bottom of the Bay: bug
they: are fince driven away to the northward by the
- other Indians, who are rendered much fuperior to

them, on accopnt of the fupply of arms'and ami-
~pmunition which they. receive froi ‘the:‘Eaglith :
“fo'thay a traft of land of more thaii thrée huadred
. C RS S m;ks
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miles extent from north to-fouth, lies almoft walte, -
without trade and without inhabitants. . Churchill-:
river was.much frequented. by the Efkimaux before:
we fectled: there; - the point - on which the fortis
built . being called Efkimaux-point. . Upon dig-
ging for: the fort many traces were difcovered of their-
abode here, fuch as’ therpit in which: they-fecured.
their provzﬁons, ple;es of :ftone-pots, fpears, ar-
rows, &c.  This-point they kept fome time after.
they were: drivea from: thé. adjacent country, be- -
caufe as it lies-far in the: open iea, they could dif-
cover the:diftant approaches of their enémies, and
repair in time to their canoes, in the maragement
of which they are peculiarly dexterous: but they
were at length forced. to go farther northward, to
Cape-Efkimaux. and._Whale cove; and. are now to-
tally difpofiefied of this retreat, by eur making a
fectlement here, and drawing down the northern up-
land Indians to trade, whom alfo we have fupphc.d
with arms. -
. Trus. have we con femed 0. the depopul:mon of
both the eaft and weft coafts’ of the Bay, by fuffers
ing the inhabitants, perhaps the moft-ufeful of all
the natives; to be bathed to- Hudfon’s-ftraits ‘on
one fide; and to Whale-cove on the other. Buta
people do net eafily lofetheir charateriftic virtues :
that art and induftry for which the Efkimaux are
dzﬁmgmfhed they fill retain even in a ftate of
flight and. difperfion; and thofe that arefcattered
about the firaits, kill whales, fea horfes, feals, bears,
&e¢. not only for common {ubfiftence, butfor trade,
which they are very eager to carry on with our thips,
as often as_they go by in their paffage to the Bay.
But cur thips give them little encouragement ; nor
s it the defign of the Compara). thae :the fifheries
_thouldbe 1mproved = Tan Lnas
* A sroop-is indeed fomenmes fent to Whale-cove
“for a .few. days in a feafon, ‘and £ xomenmes not feat
~ay ;gll The people, therefore, xaving no depen-
dance.
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dance upon our coming to trade with them, take -
very little” care to provide a fupply larger than is
neceffary for their own fubfiftence.

Ix thofe years in which the floop wasnot {'ent to
Whale-cove, viz. 1745, 1746, and 1747, ‘all' the
whale-finn that the Company brought ‘to England
‘was' procured in the firaits: the firft year® 303
pounds, the fecond 1314 pounds, and the third
226 pounds; in all 1843 pounds, as appcars from
the account of their public fales. - But in the
feven preceeding years, when the flcop was fent
to Whale-cave, the account of their fales ftands
‘thuss 1738, finn 20~ pounds; 1739, finn 518
pounds, 1740, finn 630 pounds, oil 123 gallons;
"1741, finn 149 pounds; 1742, finn 679 pounds
ol one ton at £ 18: 13: 0; 1743, finn 296
pounds, oil and -blubber s tons 234 gallons at
£ 14: 8: 0perton; 1744, finn 302 pounds, oil
and blubber 3 tons 218 gallons at £ 10: 1: o per
fon.: So’ that ‘upon an average the trade in finn
thofe years -in which the floop'was fent to Whale-
“cove, does not equal the trade when'the {loop wis
“not fent = therefore the greater part muft have been
procured in the ftraits, 'which, as I faid before, is
done curforily as the thips’ pafs into the Bay. Bat
if fo much can be gained without any efforts,
what muft the produce be from a profefled de-
fignand vigorous endeavour to brmg thefe fifheries
to _perfection ? ~

Tue prévious ftep to this, is the re-eftablith-
ment, of. the “Efkimaux in the quiet pofieffion of
their properties and lives; fuffering them to ex-
tend at pleafure towards the bottom of the Bay,
where they would find a milder climate and' better
country : and this appearsvery eafy to be effected,
by making a fettlement to the fouthward of the
ftraits, which:abounds withwood and good harbours;
:md taking care to inform the ‘Indians. upon the

F eaft-
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ea&-mam, that the Eifkimaux are defirous tolive at
peace with them, that they will not interfere in
their furr-trade, and that they are friends to the
Engh(h and under. their proteétion, who, if hof-
tilities are continued, will fupply them with arms
and ammunition for. theu' defence : - which impar-
tial diftribution of kindnefs and good offices
would effe¢tually diffipate that mahgnry we have
~ given birth to by the oppofite conduct, to the

deftruction of both . people, and the ruin of

. the trade. And if the fame pacific - meafures
‘were taken alfo on the weftern-coaft, and fertle-
ments made fouthward of Whale cove, for the
proteCtion and encouragement of thofe Efki-
maux whe lie fcatter»d thereabout, the founda-
tion .of a moft extenfive fithery would be eﬁ"eé‘u-
ally . laid.

Trese laft Efkimaux fubfit in winter upon
the ftock they raife in fummer, which is  fuppofed
to be oil, blubber, and the like : and yet the feafon
of .the whale- fithery  feldom lafts above nine
weeks’; in which time they muft kill a prodlgxous
quantity to be able not only to lay up a ﬁore for

‘2 long winter, but to make a referve of many
tons of oil for the Company s annual Doop.
And if this poor people can in their one-man
feal-fkin canoes, with fuch tackling as: their little
“{kill enables them to make of ivory, wood, and
leather, Kill fo-many whales ir fo fhorr a time,
- and in fo {mall a part of the Bay; there is no
fixing bounds to  the 1)rofuﬁon, if a fithery was
carried on at all the rivers under proper directian
“and encouragersent, and the natives. furnithed
with harpoons, nets, ‘hooks,” and other tackhng
made in England,  and prompted befides to ex-
ert their utmof’c art and induitry by a kind and
Oenerous treatment.. _

: - Tae
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Tue circumference of the Bay is at leaft 2500
miles, with fo many rivers and inlets all round,
that a confiderable river or inlet may be allowed
to every hundred miles. -In the three rivers
where I refided, as much oil &c. might be pro-
cured as would be fufficient to load 150 tons of
‘thipping .annually : confequently, by the fame
computation, the whole Bay would employ 1250
tons; andin a fthort time, I dare fay,. many hun-
dred more. But the firft trial muft be made .by
thofe. who are-pofleflfed of judgment, fpirit, and
integrity, or. no plan, however excellent, woud
infure fuccefs. T : -

I nave attempted to form a plan as well for
the improvement of the inland-trade as of the
‘fitheries;. and. would have inferted them in this ac-
count, . if .fome prudential. ‘reafons did not reftrain
.me; one is that the Company might poffibly be
tempted.to fhut up thofe avenues which I fhould
‘point.out: butlam ready to give all the private
information .in my power. to any, whoI am con-
wvinced . are_ willing to fend out fhips, and take
.other fincere fteps for the advancement of the
.trade of this. country; and I think I can de-
‘demontftrate; that fhips need not 'return the
fecond voyage .from Hudfon’s-Bay with a fmall
orunprofitable cargo. . .

Ir it. thould be ebjected, that fince the wefterly
fivers in the Bay are not clear of ice till the be-
gining . of: June, and the fithery is over by the
middle” of .Auguft, the feafon would lait only
ten -weeks, which would be too fthort to kill
.whales' enough to defray the expence; Ianfwer
firft, .that the fitheries of Greenland and Davy’s-
ftraits do not laft longer ;  and fecondly, that the
expence in a great meafure might be faved, if
as the Bay-fithery does not begin till the Davy’s-
ftraits fithery is over, the fame thips were employ -
. 2 ea
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ed in both. If it be farther objetted, that fhips
cannot get into the Bay by the beginning of June,
and therefore a great expence would be incurred,
by fo many Englithmen being obliged to winter
there; I anfwer farther, that few Englithmen
need be kept in'the Bay, fince the na‘ives may
be hired upon very reafonable terms- to attend the
whole time of the fithery. The home Indians even
now, kill geefe for the Company for very low
wages, and a much great number offer themfelves
for this fervice than can be employed, and the
feafon of killing geefe is over a week before
the fithery-feafon comes on. Indeed thefe home
Indians are tender, dull and inactive ; but they need
‘only be employed in the fithery while in its infant
ftate ; for upon making peace between ‘them and
the Efkimaux, thofe native fithers would carry
on the whole bufinefs alone, without any -affiftance
from the home Indians, or even from the Englifh
who need only aét ‘as fupervifors. Buit fhould it
be at laft objected, that the Company long before
this would have fet fuch a fithery on foot, if it
was near fo beneficial as is now reprefented; the
anfwer may be eafily drawn from-their whole
condu¢t for many years paft, and the mean and
ungenerous motives that have influenced it. = -
~ InDEED it is to be feared, that all'remonftrances,
intreaties and perfuafions for the opening a paffage
to this extenfive - field of trade, will prove in-
effectual, till they are addreffed to the Legiflature,
who by ‘purchafing the right the Company pretend
to have to the Bay and all the countries round .
- it, would foon fee how well they have afted wui-
der the faith of their allegiance to the crown,
 who granted "them a'charter only as truftees for

‘the pubiic. Such a purchafe, made even upon
the Company’s own eftimation of their profits,
would I think be as beneficial 2 one ‘as ever was
' ; made
2 .
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made by a Britifh parliament: for befides the fith-
eries and fur-trade, and their being capable of
inconceivable imprevement, there are the ftrong-
eft appearances. of rich mines in various parts
of the country. I have feen pieces of fhining
ore which were brought from Knight’s-hill about
thirty miles eaft-by-fouth from Churchill-river.
And it appeared upon the evidence before the
Committee, that ore” has been brought to the
fouthern fatories, of which buckles were made 5
that there is a ‘valuable. lead-mine upon the eaft-
main, the ore of which was produced; and that
pative cinnabar was found wupon the coaft be-
tweén Churchill and- Nelfon-rivers, from which
quickfilver. was extracted and a fpecimen of it
fent over to the Company. . gThere are alfo the
{trongeft’ probabilities of there being a rich cop-
per-mine north‘weft of Churchill-river; I have
feen feveral pieces of this ore; the Indians of
thofe parts wear them by way of -ornament about
their necks-and wrifts; and a man who was pre-
fent at meking the fettlement upon Churchill-
river informed me, that the Indians had ice-
chizzels;  and other implements ‘made of this cop-
per, and that thé people of the fa&ory called them
the Copper-Indians by way of diftinétion, as by
their own ‘account they came from that part of
the country: where the mine is fituated. But
notwithffanding the cogency of fuch a variety of
proofs, the Company have fet it at defiance, and
made not -the leaflt fincere and effectual effort to
puth the difcovery of thefe mines. Nay, for the
fake of invalidating the évidences for the copper-
mine, their friends have even ventured to affert,
that the .copper brought down by the Indians
was not the produce of a mine, but breken
pieces of  Jrafs guns belonging to a  Danith
wreck which “they found upon fome coaft; not
R ' F g : con-
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Confidering that tho tbe ‘brafs of which. cannon‘
is made be indeed copper compounded with lapis
_calaminaris, all the hammering, or any other
method that the Indians were capable of taking,
could never reduce it again to pure copper.:

Tue circumftances ~ mentloned in the " papers
produced by . the Company before the Commit-
tee of the honourable houfe of Commons ‘in the
year 1749, come next to be confidered: but as
thofe papers are minutely. ftated and ‘examined
in the Appendix, 1 fhall here only make a
few curfory and crn;neral remarks, and then ‘con-
clude with- a Ihort review  of the Company s
whole conduct.

In -looking over the lift of the’ Companys
papers and letters pfefixed” to the report. of the
Commxttee, I was furpnzed to find thdt of all the
letters " written, while "] was in thé country, ore
only was. mferted dated 1%33. The mfertmg others,
T'imagine, Would have expofed fome parts of their
management that ar€ not _fit for' the’ public. eye;
the dread of which ‘it is likely ‘forced them to
plead hard againft producmg either " original pa-
pers or or1g1nal entries, and .to beg that their
fecretary might be permitted to extra® and \COPY
fuch as they fhould fele for that purpofe.’

Tuz dddrefling their orders to the governor and
-counc;l is'a matter” of mere foFm, for the coun:
cil'is 'feldom confulted ; ‘being hamed ‘chleﬁy for
the fake of mﬁmguﬁhmd thofe” wh
the governor’s mefs, The governor:
and not to be diverted from followinig
tates of his own will, for which he has the fanc-
tion of the Compa“ ;" I have myfelf heard the
furgeon,” who “is one of the council,. charge him
with not franding " by the - oeneral letter “and
order; when he rephed Wxth. the utmoi‘c con-
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tempt, * Do you think I have no other orders
“ but what are “there ¥ . C

In one of their letters to John -Bridgar,
dated May 15th, 1682, they order him to-make
a fettiement on the river ‘of Port- Nelfon 5 they
alfo addrefs feveral letters to- the governor and
council at Port-Nelfon ; but the an{wers to- thefe
letters are all dated from 2ork-fort,” which is.
ereted not upon Nelfon-river but upon' Hayes’s.
The Company could not be ignorant of its fitua-
tion'; and therefore by talking fo affettedly of
Port-Nelfon it is probable they -hoped to lead the
Committee into a belief, : that they had built a fort -
upon Nellon-river. -I am ‘the more confirmed-in:
this, as, after my return to London, I found in
the print-thops -a. newly-publithed chart of Hayes’s
and: Nelfon-rivers, with:a.fort half way- between
them, named Porz-Nelfon fort; and to. -fupport
this difpofition, the Company, upon being charged
with. criminal. negligence .in. not fecuring the
poffeflion of fo fine a river-as Nelfon,. faid in
their vindication, ‘that Port-Nelfon - fort * (i e.
York-fort) - defended t2ozb rivers, which- how-
ever was notin.their power.to prove. . About the -
fame time there was hanging up in the-Royal-ex-
change 2 paper annexed to a’ draught dore by
captain Smith, in which it was aflerted, that it
was falfe'that - north-weft- winds made the higheft
tides at-Churchill-rivef?- this alfo-was an-impofi-
tion; for I had kept a_journal ‘of the” winds and
tides, and know that to be a fact, which the au-
thor of the paper has the confidence’ to deny.
Thefe things “would almoft jt}ﬁify a fufpicion, that
fione of the papers produced. by the. Company
are genuine; -that there is a private intercourfe
between them and- the ' Bay-governors; - and -that

1 See the Draught of Nelfon and ﬁé&é§’5—lriV6.555 PP,AéﬁN?- L
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they give plaufible inftruétions to amufe the pub-
lic, but fend - orders direétly the reverfe to prevent
the execution. L

Tue papers relating to Henry Kelfey, are
thoroughly . examined in the Appendix; but
it is worth obferving here, that by the - ac-
count of this man, which has been invariably
handed down 4nd confidently believed among
the fervants in the Bay *, it appears that either

‘ : E Geyer;

“* Treacconnt I recéived of Henry Kelféy From the fervaritsin
the Bay. is in general this ;' Henry Kelfey, alittleboy, ufedto take
greatdelight in the Company of the natives, and in learning their
language, for which, and fome unlucky tricks that-bojs of
fpint are always guilty of, the governor would often corfett
him with great feverity.. He refented this deeply ; and when
ke was advanced a little in years and firength, lie took an
opportunity of going off with fome diftant Indians, to whom
he had endeared himfelf by a long acquiintance and ‘masy
litde offices.of kindnefs. © . - e N

A YEAr ortwo after,'the ‘governor received by.an Indian
a piece of birch-rind folded up, and writtet upen with char-
coal. - This was a letter from Kelfey ; in which he. intreat-
ed the governor to pardon him for running awiy, and ‘to
fuffer him tp retarn with favour and enconragement; Ac-
. cordingly he came down with.'a party of Indians, - drefled
after their ‘manner,. and attended by a wife, who-wanted to
follow him into the faftory.” The goveraor. oppofed this;
but upon Kelfey’s telling him in Englifh, that he ‘would not
go 1 himfelf if his wife was not fuffered 0 'goin, hekaew -
him, and let them both enter. Many. circamftancés of his
trayels were related : that the Indians once left him afleep;
and,w’hilc ‘he flept, ‘his’ gun was burnt by the fire’s fpreading
in the mofs, . which he afterwards ftockéd' again ‘with ‘his
Iinife : ‘that ‘he and an Indian " were one day farprized by
two grizzled bears, having ‘but juft " time to ‘take . fhelter, the
Indian in’ 4 ‘wee, and Kelfey among fome high willows;
the bears making direétly to the tree, Kelfey fired and killed
one of them’ the other, obferving from ' whence the fire
tame, ran-towards the plice; but-not finding his prey, . retuirn-
¢d :to the tree; whicki he had: juft reached when-he dropped
by Kelfey’s fecond fire. ~'This altion obtained him the name
of Mifs-top-athifh, or Littdle Giant. '~ ' ~° 7
~ Waks Kelfey wis afterwards made governof of York-fort,
I was told that he wrote a vocabulary of the Indian lan-
guage, and thatthe Company had ordered it to be fuppreffed.
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Geyer, who 1 was govemor in his timé, has .gm{'s!y
itnpofed upon the Company, or the Company’ up-
on_the public. Geyer pretends, that he fent ‘out
Kelfey to, make difcoveries ; and ‘2 jomrnal of
his. is praduced dated July 1691, before he had,
even the common requifites of9 paper -péns and.
ink to make one; for it is not till the September
following, - that Geyer fays he had received, ot
a; journal, but a letter frofa him, (which letter
we may - fa1rly fuppofe to be that written with
char-coal 'upon a prece | of “birch-rind) and in re-
wirn fent hifi~ 4 new. .conimilfion and 4 Jupply of
thofe. ‘#hings be wrote for 5 including among thetn,
no doubt, “the. neceflary” matenafs for wntmg,
which: enabled him to keep the Jfume idintical
;ozmzzl of 1691, under the date of the following
year. - But referring the teader to the” “Appen-
dix, 1 fhall only add, ‘that, from rnany “circam-
ftances mentioned in this ]ournal I no more be-
lieve that it is Kelfey’s than it 'is mine. There
is one particular, that with ady man who knows
enough ‘of the appearances of the ground in
Hudfon s-Bay to' have ' made them a rulé to
travel by, muft be fufficient to difcredit the
whole. It is faid, 20th July. — Setting forward
again, had not gone above pine miles, but carne on
tbe track of Indians, which hed pa_[]éd four days
before, , baving. Jeen their old #ents. And- “agaln,
11th September—«Now fetz‘mg forward, dhout
agon_ came up with the track, “and follawed it,
and, in ‘the eveming, came ‘29 “with them. g/fzmce
16 miles. . From hence the writer of the journal”
would” ha.ve it "believed, that it isa very eafy
and comnion thing, even in fuimmer whén no help
can be gained froma the fnow, to difcover the
track of a particular fet of people, at many miles
dx&ance, and ~after the lapfe of three or four
days Tn the ift inftaricé, the difficulty is at-
tempted
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tempted to-be folved by adding, baving [een their
tents: it in the other, the way is left naked,
with ngt a fingle token to ‘guide them’; - yet after
travvelling " from  morn till *noon they. céme by in-.
fin& wupon the srack, and followed it. Now
would any one in hxs fenfes believe that man
who fhould fay, that, after fpendmg fix hours in-
a long purfuit, "he had found out a - perticular
tracks wheré fcarcery ‘any track is to be difcerned ?
Admlttmo that’ the grafs was long, and continued
fo for many milés together, which-it does not
here, ‘would he be able to follow" ‘this. track-from
noon &l - evenng, . unlefs it was much beaten'?
and if it was much beaten,: how fhould he know
that bis friend had lately paffed it? But Kelfey
knew the Indians track, and that they.only had
made it ;' computing, I fuppofe, the number of
men, the weight of their bodies, the fize.of . their
féet, and’ the angle of each ftep; 'the” the ap-
pearances would have been exally “the fame, and
his opinion the fame, i 2 herd of " deer or buffaloes
had gone that way. * In'winter, indeed, when the
fnow lies thick upon ‘the ground, fuch an affertion
as this might gain fome little credit; yet often
as I have traverfed the ground in Hudfon’s-bay, I
would not undertake to follow any track but a
‘beaten one, as the leaft wind is able eﬁ'c&ually
to diffipate all traces of the firft foot-fteps
 Tuz Company find the profits arifing from that
inconfiderable part of the produce of thls country
which they have monopolized, fo enormoys, that,
while they are refolved to be undifturbed in the
poﬁ'eﬁlon, they can HKave no motive to incréafe
them, - but are rather .induced to prevent this, asan
evil that wouild endanger the lofs of the whole. "
From hence, perhaps, praoceeds that vigorous
exertion of ‘their ‘art -and power to keep all their
fervants, except the chief factors and the captains
. of
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of ‘their thips, ‘totally ignorant both of the country
and trade: hence their treatment of the natives;
which'fo far from aiming at inftructing their minds,
and reforming their manners, -is made up of cruelty
to their perfons, impofiticns upon their ignorance or
their neceflity, and a fomentation of a{pirit of difcord
among them thatin time muft deftroy themall: hence
alfotheiraverfionto all difcoveriesand improvements,
cloaked under the f{pecious pretence, that' they
have aiready .done all that ‘men could do, for the
advantage of fo barren a foil, and fo bad a climate:
anid hence-their-ftupid inattention, not only to the
intereft of Britzin, but even of their own immediate
fucceflors'; filently and tamely fuffering the French
to make fuch incfoachmerts, as muft { fpeedily end
in the total alienation of thxs vaift fource of wealth
and power. :

Tre abfolute authority over all otlier fervants,
which is invefted in the governor, who is indulged
in: the moft malicious "gratification of his own
private refentments, and direted to exercife the
fevereft cruelties upon every man who feems
defirous to pry into the Company’s affairs, to culti-
vate a frlendfhlp with the natives, or to difcover
the country; and the filent allowancealfo of hisgrofs
1mpoﬁtmns upon thé natives, particularly in that

-iniquitous fpec:es of traffic the over-plus trade,
. ‘could only-také place from the neceflity of trufting
fomebody, ‘and " the dangerous - evidence whxch
thefe mep, when trufted, are capable of giving upon
any inquiry “into the Company’s management.
A bricklayer.at York-fort, with-whom I'was well
-acquamted bemg defirous to perfe&t himflf in
-Wwriting, once madvertently took down from the
place- where it was fixed, a. well-written bill of
‘orders, -in order to-copy it. . This was deemed {o
hemous an oEcnce, that the poor bncklayer was
SR : : ‘im-
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immediately fent home incapacitated for all future
employment in the Company’s fervice; and the
captain who had charge of him, took care in their
paffage to England, to get him prefled on board a.
man of war. o

Tut inftances of negle& and abufe of the natives
are fo grofs, that they would fcarcely- gain credit,
even among civilized barbarians, who never ‘heard
of the mild precepts of Chriftianity. Befides the
- falls already mentioned, the following one was well
attefted by the fervants in the Bay, and was alfo
produced in evidence before the Comimittee: An
Indian boy at Moofe-fattory, being taught to read
and write, through the humanity and indulgence of
a governor there, wrote over to the. Company. for
leave to come to England, in-order that he might
be baptized; but upon the receipt of this requett,
which any mien who had the leaft fenfe of  religion,
and the leaft regard for the fpiritual happinefs of a
fellow creature, would with joy have complied
with; an order was fnt to the governor to take
the boy’s ‘books from him, and turn him out of the
fattory, with an exprefs prohibition againft any
Indians being inftruéted for the future. ‘This was
the fource of much afflition to the poor boy, who
died foon after, with a penitence and devotion that
would have done honour to his mafters: - But from
whencecan fuchprepofterousand unnatural behaviour
take its rife, unlefs from the apprehenfion, that if
the natives were properly inftrutted and made con-
verts to Chriftianity, they would .all claim the.
* privileges of Britifh {ubjeéts, and apply to Britain
to be fupported in them? The Company, therefore,
to prevent -their fuffering a remote evil as traders,
have violated their indifpenfible  duty as men and.
Chriftians ; have-even facrificed: their own fervants.to
their fear, andeft the natives fhould beinftructed and
reformed, have hitherto neglected the fending over a

) clergy-man
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clergy-man tokeepupafenfe of religionatany of their
fattories. Why are the Efkimaux fuffered to be
driven from their native refidence, and the fhore of
the Bay to be left defolate, but for the fake of dif-
couraging all attempts to eftablith a fithery ? Or
why are animofities and divifions cherithed- among
the upland Indians, but to keep the fur-trade with-
in'a certain value, that none may be tempted to
engage in it to the Company’s difadvantage? They
have :made it plain from their own account of
Kelfey, that an Englifhman can travel the country
as:weli'as a Frenchman; and that an Englifhman
has ‘it in his power to reconcile the differences
among the natives, and engage them in a mutual
endeavour, to encreafe the number of pelts and furs
for the fupply of the fa&tories. "And there can be
no plaufible obje&ion to the taking the fame
rieafures now,. except the diftance of the factories,
and the interruptions from the French: but the firft
may be removed by making a fettlement at the head
of Nelfon-river, and other rivers fit for the purpefe;
and the fecond, by dealing -with the natives only
upon the the fame equitable terms, that the French
deal with them. The Company have advantages of
traffic fuperior to the French, being able to fupply
the natives with many heavy goods, which the
French, on account of their diftance and the want
. of a water-carriage, cannot fupply them with;-the
fame generous and friendly behaviour towards them,
therefore, which the French fhew, muft give the
Company a fuperiority of advantage upon the
whole. - ' ~
- - Trroves this abufe, and neglect of the natives,
the fource of all important and ufeful difcoveries is
effeétually ftopped. But the Company proceeding
upon the fame felfith principle, -have conftantly dif-
couraged all difcoveries and improvements ; haveufed
thcicfervantsill for fhewing the leaft diftant inclinatien
- ©
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tobecome acquainted with the country and the peoplé;
and have looked with an evil eye upon every defign
formed in Britain for this purpofe, and exerted
their utmoft efforts to defeatit. Isit not aftoni-
thing and paft credit, that tho® they had a faGory
before the year 1688 within fix miles of the mouth
of Nelfon-river, which is ‘the fineft river.in: the
country for trade, and have .been' in conftant
pofleflion ever fince the peace of Utrecht, théy had
not in the year 1744 difcovered whether .a fhip
could go in and out with fafety.... As it.is the
cuftom in the Bay to.reprefent every thingin the
worft light, it was confidently afferted, that there
was no fafe entrance, till captain Fowler and I
made the attempt in 1745, and found a very fine
one. It is not thirty years ago that a thip was loft
off Hayes’s-river, for want of knowing that there
was a good harbour and- fafe entrance at Nelfon;
yet, neceffary as this difcovery wasy if captain
Fowler had not been in the country, I.queftion
whether T {hould have had intereft enough with the -
governor to borrow a boat, and  -obtain leave
to make it. It was alfo confidently afferted, that -
there was o timber upon Nelfon-river; but whea
went up and viewed the banks and cre¢ks, I found
timber in great quantites, and very.good. - .
Amonc the many obftru&ions that-they pretend
lie in the way of all attempts-of “this kind, they
never fail to urge the feverity of :the.climate, and
the danger that life: itfelf is expofed to fromitat

certain_feafons. But in theicoldeft part of winter,
I have lain many a night in the open air, with-only
a fence to the windward made with_branches .of
trees, and a fire upon the ground; .and fometimes
by the veering of the wind, both fence and fire
have been rendered totally ufelefs: and yet I..can
honeftly fay, that I was never ill:half an hour. all
the time I ftaid in the country. If'it be faid, that
[ . re-
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refolution only is wanting in the people at the Bay,
let them be fhamed out of fo miuch effeminacy by
a ne1ghbourmg example: the Danes have been in-
defatigable in fettling the country in Davys’s firaits,
which - though it lies in a much higher Jatitude than
the moft notherly.part of Hudfen s-bay, they think
well worth poffefling and improving.  But of how
much greater value would they efteem the pofieffion
of the country which we abandon through Wea.knefs,
“or fomethihg worfe.
ThHis plea, however, of feverity of chmate, the
Company would be deprived of, .if they. were
“obliged to account for their not fettling, Moofe and
Albany rivers, and others to.the fouthward of the
-Bay; for thcy cannot pretend that the climate here,
- which is but in 51: 28 Is not very habltabfe, .or
“that the land is not fertile enough to yield to
the induftrious a comfortable fubfiftence. In.this
inftance, they muft be reduced to acknowlege, at
leaft every intelligent man will be ready to do it for
‘thém; ‘that-a- private company has no motive to
"make fettlements, fince ‘an exclufive trade and
monopoly with no more fettlements than are barely
neceflary, muft be mﬁmtely more profitable to the
pofieflors, than fettling the whole country, and enjoy-
ing the produce in common with people who
would claim the privileges of Britith fubjeéts. -
Tue Company not only fit down contented at
the edge of a frozen fea, when they have it in their
power to {ettle‘in a warm climate and fertile country,
but fuffer the French to come behind them, and
~carry. off - the beft of the trade: yet with a
-fourth part of the trouble and expence that the
“ French are at in making thefe- encroachments, it
is in the power of the Company, from the many
fine rivers of which they have the abfolute pof-
- fleflion, to ftop their progrefs and recover to
" Britain all ‘that is loft of the trade and country.
' But



(. 80) -

But thefe rivers, for eighty years paft, have. on'y
been made ufe of, for catching afew fith for oc-
cafional fubfiftence, *floating down timber for fire-
wood, .and bringing a ‘few Indians once a year
with thofe furs that are too héavy or “too bad to
be carried to Canada; and fome intelligence of the
dangerous - expeditions - of the - French. It is
‘univerfally believed .at' the * Bay, and ‘I myfelf
believe it, as much.as I do that there is 2 King
of France, that the French will foon be in pof-
feffion of our rivers, and claim ‘the whole coun-
try and tradeas their property: and then, furely,
it will appear,” how very conicientioufly the Com-
pany have made ufe of a royal grant to anfwer
the valuable ends for which it was granted.
- How: dangerous ‘is fecurity when -built - upon
the condu& of felfith men! The a& for confirming
the Company’s charter expired above- fifty years
agof; they have not had the affurance to ap?ly

S - - or

* On the 28th of this Iaft February, 1752, one Dominic Man-
ners, a German, who came from Hudfon’s-bay with. the laft
thips, informed me, that the French had got to fuch a head, that
they were coming down to attack Prince of Wales’s-fort,
and were aCtually within 2 few days journey of it, when the
Indiaps perfuaded them t0 .return by the account they ‘gave
of the firength of the place. This, ke fzid, was confidently
believed at all the forts. = S ' S

4 It being alleged in’ the Committee,” that the Company’s
charter was confirmed by a& of parliament, the Lords and
*Commons journals were iofpeted; -in which it appeared,
that in 16go the Company, = fenfible that they had no legal
title to their monopoly, peationed the Commons for a, bill to
confirm their charter,” upon account of the great lofles they
‘had - fuftained from thie French, ‘and their having no sight to

- yefirain -Englifh - interlopers.’  Accordingly 2 ,bill- for a per-
petual confirmation was brought into the - houfe; but upon:a
petition .againft the bill from the furriers, and afferwards
from the northern colonies of America, fome of which came
too late to be heard, ‘at' the third reading 4. rider was pro-
pofed ‘to make it temporary; and upon a divifion, whether
for feven or ten years, it was carried for the latter ; but the

) - R ) "~ Lords
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for arenewal; -and yet have been miean enough to
Leep the. .abfolute poffcflion of . what- they knew
was become the property of the nation. This
could only be done by little arrifices. unworthy
the charater of menj. .and accordmorly, the trade
has been contradteds the, country not only unfet-
tled . and - concealed; but induftrioufly vilified,
and charts have been prohxb:ted left the navigation
fhould be found fafe- and eafy. Inthe mean time
the French are quietly. permitted to extend their
trade and- faCtories within land. to fuch a length,
as muft end in the total alienation of this country,
if the Legiflature does not quickly mterpofc to
fave it..-

 Urox.. ‘the whole: The countries furroundmg
Hudfon’s-bay and ftraits have a fea-coalt of a-
bove two thoufand miles_extent, from 52 deg, 30,
to more than 65 deg. north latitude; great part
of which.is in the fame laticude as Bqtam. Upon
this fea-coaft are. many broad and deep rivers,
the fources “of which are at feveral hundred miles
diltance fouth, fouth-eaft, and fouth-welt of the
Bay. Some of thefe rivers . are _navigable as far
to the {fouthward as 45 deg. thro’ many. {pacious
lakes .. encompaffed by populous nations.- ~The
country abounds with beaver, martins, foxes, and
other :animals, whole furs are of -great price ; and
with elks, .and moofe, and mnumerable berds of
" deer and buffaloes: the foil is fertile and:the¢li-
mate temperate, fit for theﬁ prodﬁucei of .all,;kmds

Tords ret umng it amended by 1'1fertmg feven years_ inftead
of ten, the Commons agreed to' the amendment and paffed
the” bill.” 'The Commons, . however, to Prevent, their being
forprized § into fuch 2n 2&for the future, carme to 2 re_;gf_utxon,
which was made a ftanding- order of the Houfe;" that no pe-
ttion fhould be recetved fox ‘confirming any charter, unlei’s
the CD;AILL.\ mcif Wi AnReX d 1o the pemxon R

i
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of grain, and for raifing ftocks of tame eattle:
and the coaft abounds -with ‘black-~and white
whales, feals,A {ea-horfes, and various kinds of
fmall fth: there are alfo many valuable mines
and minerals, and a vaft track of land to’ the fouth-
weft ftill to be difcovered and improved. -

THe trade of thefe extenfive couritries, equal
almoft to a fourth part of -Europe, is‘monopolized
by the Hudlon’s-bay Company under the pre-
tended fan&ion of a charter, -and ‘€onfine2 toa
{mall capital and an annual export of lefs than five
thoufand pounds. The’ Company have only four
{mall fa&ories and two fmall houfes, in.which they
do not employ cne hundred and fifty Europeans;
and - but three or four vefléls, under: two hun-
dred tons ‘burden ‘each. The factories - are
fituated at the ‘mouths of. rivers upen a frozen
fea; -whillt the inland countries, which are plea-
fant, fruitful, and temperate, are fuffered to lie
a ufelefs and unproﬁtablc wafte. The trade con-
fifts ‘only. of thofe furs which the natives bring
down in their birch-canoes, fcarce large enoucvh
to contain two ‘men with an inconfiderable cargo:
and as this abufed people recetve little ot ncthing
in exchange for their furs on account of the ex-
travagant - fiandard by ‘which ‘Britith goods are
rated, < they bring down ‘no imore than will pur-
chafe them common neceﬁ’anes, and now and then
a few trifling toys; being either reftrained from
‘taking many furs, or induced to leave them-to
rot at home, from the want of a fure and ad-
wvantageous. market.. . .

During the longtime in Wthh ﬂwc Comuany
have ‘been in- poiTeiTon, they have nct once at-
tempted. to civilize the manners or inform the un-
derﬁandmos of the-natives; neither inftructed
them in the great_principles and duties of piety,
nor in the common arts of fecular life, how to

navi-
£
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navigate the rivers and lakes with better veffels,
how to improve their hunting and fithing, how
to raife and propagate tame cattle, or draw
fleds in winter as is practifed in Ruffia. Nor have
they ever encouraged their own fervants to navigate
the rivers, and carry up goods for the fupply of
the natives at home; nor allowed any Britith
fubjeds to fettle, plant, and trade here, as is ufual
in. other proprietary colonies. On the contrary,
fo very infenfible are the Company to the wel-
fare of Britain, that they not only connive at the
trade which the French are carrying on about
the Bay, but ufe every artifice to prevent the
knowledge of the fact. Indeed the French fup-
port this trade at great labour and expence; yet,
on account of the exorbitant price which the
Company fix upon their goods, they are able to
underfell them, and, in confequence, to carry off
the choiceft and moft valuable furs. And hav-
ing thus an undifturbed and improving pofief-
fion, they will foon claim aright to the whole
country and its productions, as they have already
done at Penobfcot, St. Croix, and Chignecto.
Arz thefe countries and feas then perpetually
to be locked up from Britain by a charter which .
is no longer fupported by actof parliament? Is
this vaft continent, the due improvement of
which would bring immenfe wealth to the nation,
to lie‘uncultivated and unknown; or to be dif-
covered, fettled, and improved, only by the
French? This, indeed, feems to be the alterna-
tive chofen by the Company, who either will
keep  to themfelves an inconfiderable part, or
fuffer the French to be in poffeflion of the
whole. But as an extended commerce and a for-
midable marine, are now the great points aimed
at by all the kingdoms and ftates in the neigh-
bourhcod of Britain, it is more than ever become
G2 her
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het wifdom and “her duty, not only to fecire the
pofieffions fhe already has; but to lay hold of every
opportunity to’ multiply and enlarge them. This
. -and this alone, will enzble her to maintain the
balance of Europe, and to preferve. herfe:f from
‘becoming one day a tributary - dependent upon
fome more aétive and vigilant power.- B

Ir what I have fuggefted in thefe theets proves in
the leaft degree inftrumental towards fecuring. the
pofieffion, and bringing on the univerfal fettlemert
and culture of the countries about Hudfon’s- bay;
it will gratify my higheft expe@arions. With. this
view alone I have laid thefe facts and obfervations
before the public; hoping that the’ eyes of my
country will be opened, before fo large a propor-
tion of -her beft interefts as a trading: narion are
for ever buried from her fight.

FI'NTS
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APPENDIX. Nuwms. I

Sellefeatofde ettt efeafeol ¥ defiefofolteole
| A SHORT
ACCOUNT
‘ OF THE :
DISCOVERY
| OF |
HUDSON?’s BAYT;
AND

Ofthe BRiTisH PRoCEEDINGS there fince-
the Grant of the Hudfor's-Bay CHARTER.,

TOGETHER

With REMARKS upon the Parers and
EvipencEe produced by that COMPANY,
in the Year 1749, before a CommrTT EEOf
the Honourable House of ComMmons,
appointed to enquire into the State and Con-
dition of the Countries about HUD SO N’ s-
B A7, and the Trade carried on there.
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AP ‘_P__.'_E ;N_TD I X.

NUMBER I

!Z'mtzzzmng a jlvorz‘ dccazmz‘ qf the szcowry qf
Hudfon’s-Bay, and of the Britith Proceedings
there fince the Grant of the Hudfon’ s—Bay
Cbarz‘er, &ec.

OHN "and Sebaftian Cabot failed from Bri-
- ftol, and difcovered Newfoundland, or Prima
Vifta, in 1494 ; and Sebaftian-failed again,
¥ at the expeace of King Henry VII, in May
1497, in queft of a north-weft paffage to India.
He progeeded as far north as 67 deg. 30 min.
zeurned to 56 deg. and failed along the coaft from
thence to 38 dec being the firft who difcovered
¢he continent of Arnenca Columbus at that time
having only difcovered the Weft-India iflands.
Caprary Davys in the years 1585, 1586,
and 1587, difcovered the ftrait ‘which is called
after him, as far as 73 deg. north; and the coaft
from thence along the entrance of Hudfon ’s-ftrait,
which made way for Hudfons d1fcovery s and
from thence.the coaft to - 55 deg. meeting with a
fine harbour and inler in 56 deg. two leaO'ues
wide, with a flrong tide, where he expe&ed a
paffage, ard where he alfo faw and caught a great
munlaer of fine fith,

83 Hupsex
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Hupsow failed in April 1610, and difcovered
all the ftrait, and the eaft and fouth coaft of the
Bay called after him, and wintered there : but upon
his return he was fet adrift by his men, and never
heard of afterwards. Sir Thomas Button failed in
1612, wintering in 2 river in 57 deg. 20 min,
whxch he named Nelfon-river, after “his ma{’cer
who died there : he difcovered all the weft-fide of
that, and Button’s-Bay, from Nelfon-river to Ne
Ultra in 65 deg. and Cary’s Swan’s-neft. Bylot
and Bafﬁne, who had been in both the former
‘voyages, in ‘1615 dilcovered the north-weft
part of the ftraits, to Cape-comfort in 65 deg.
and Baffine in 1616 failed 'to the bay in 78 deg.
which is called after him. The captains James
and Fox failed in 1631. James difcovered all the
fouth-eaft, fouth, and fouth-weft fides of the Bay,
from Nelfon-river fouthward, and wintered in
Charleton ifland ; and Fox difcovered all the weft
of the Bay, from Cape Henrietta Maria in 55 deg.
to the Welcome in 64 deg. 30 min. and the eaft
of Cary’s Swan’s neft, beyond Cape Comlort, 't
lord Wefton’s Portland in 66 deg.- 47 min. where
the coaft rounded away to the fouti-eaft, ending
in 2 bay. So that the whole Strait, ‘Bay, and
Labrador coaft, were d;{covered by the Enghih
without any competitors, except Munck,. -wha
was fent by the King of Denmark in 1619, when
he wintered in Churchlll or Seal:river; but I ra-
ther think in Churchlh-nver, a brafs gun being
taken up there fome years after Hudfon and But-
ton had difcovered the Strait and Bay. .-

No farther difcovery was made by fea, of which
there is ‘any jourhal or record, -except De Fonte’s
account of the Bofton fhip under-Shapley in 1640
till captain Gillan¥’s, who failed with Rattiffon and
De Groifeleiz, in 1668. Thefe Frenchmen; being
in Canada, in the country of the Ouitaguas, near the

upper
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upper lake; and hearing of Hudfon’s-Bay, formed
a _icheme. to poﬁ'efs it: but meeting with no en-
couragement in Canada, where a company was
formed who had got a monopoly of the fur-
trade ; and having no fund of their own to carry on
the prOJe& they went to Bofton, and from thence
to Lendon, .where they were liftened to with plea-
fure, and feveral perfons of rank, and wealth,
joined in fitting out the Nonfuch ketch, under the
command of ca,ptam Zechariah lelam, who lived
in New-England, and probably had failed north-
wards from thence, and was acquainted with thofe

northern feas ; and Rattiffon and De Groifeleiz
accompanied him. '

By Gillam’s journal, he failed from Gravefend
the 3d of June 1668; on the 4th of Auguft he
- faw Refolution ifle, at the. entrance of the “Strait;
by the 19th he got to Diggs’s ifle, at the entrance
of the Bay, Wxthout mentioning any difficulty
from the ice; .on the 31ft anchored at an ifland
in the Bay, near the eaft-main, in 57 deg. 49
min.; on the 4th of September got in with the
eaft-main, in 55 deg. 30 min. and by the 25th,
to a bay near 51 deg, 20 min, and by the 29th to
a river then called Nemifco, as running from Ne-
mifco-lake, but called by them Rupert’s river,
where they wintered ; it had eight foot water on
the bar, and two fathom and a half within, and
was about 2 mile broad ; they were frozen up the
gth of December, and the cold was almoft over
in April; in June it was-very hot, when they
prepared to fail for England.

I nave been the more partxcular in abrxdgmg;
this journal,. becaufe it has been faid in fciae
printed accounts of the Hudfon’s-Bay-affairs, that
after entering and faxhng thro’ the Straits, he had
failed up. to78 deg. in Baffine’ s—bay, and then re-
turned and wmtered in Rupert s- nver ; whichisa

a3 = falfe
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Falfe fate of the fat. But from thefe falfé ac-
counts, feveral charts, fince publithed, have traced
an opening north. of Nottingham and Salifbury
ifles, and eaft of ‘Cary’s Swan’s- -neft, into Baffine’s-
bay ;. and captam Middleton adopts this, having
inferted it in his new chart, as an-undifcovered
frait, to fupport his frozen ftrait’; which-has
no other foundation but thofe falfe accounts.
g1ven of Gillam’s voyage.

Tue adventurers, upon their feturn in- 1669,
with prince Rupert and feveral ‘other 'great men
at their head, applied and obtained an unlimited
charter for ever, of-all the land around and beyond
the Bay, which was_te be called Rupert’s land ;.
tocreLher with an -exclufive trade, in order to make
fett}ements, as in ether American -colonies; and
to extend the: Britifh trade; and find out a paffage
t0 the-weftern ocean 3 which eharter béars date the
2d of May 167073 and Charles Bayly, Efg; was
fent over governor that year, ' in order to Degin
{éttlement, and fix 4 faftory, which - accordmoly
was fixed at Rupert’s-river in 51 dég.” 20 min:
where Rattiflon, De Greiféleiz and Gillam, who
‘went with Bayly, wintered before. * A little to the
northward is ‘a river called Petre—nver, and to ‘the
fouthward another called Frenchman’s-river; and
more to the fouthward 2 third and large river,
called Nodway-river; which’ was five miles over
to the falls. In 16%4; after- confiltation, - they
proPO"ed removing“to “Menfebi,- or ‘Moofe river,
in 51°dég. 28 -min.--where, zs it was farther from
Canada, . they expe&e&-a— betser trade 5 ‘accord-
ingly the” governor ‘failed to-difcover it, and from
thence failed to- Schatawam, afterwards calted Al-
bany river; -in’ 52°dég- and from thence®alfo by
Viner’s iffand tO‘Cape Hennetta Marid, in 5% deg.
goirg “afhore - at - the tiver Equam, 'in’ about 5%
deg. “In"1653, a Jeﬁ;nt, %rnatweof ‘England, ‘was

fent
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{fent from Canada over land to difcover the coun-<
try, and our fituation, under pretence of friend-
thip ; bringing with him fome. lettess -to captain
. De Groifeleiz . from - his friends: there, which
gave the governor a fufpicion of his correfponding
with the French, to our prejudice.

- By the printed ; account of the proceedings in
the-Bay, "William Lyddal “arrived: from England,
as governor the 14th of September 1674, in the
Prince Rupert, accompanied by -the Shaft{bury
captain ‘Shepherd. - But_by.the papers produced
by. the. Company, ; before.the Committee of the
honourable houfe of commons in 1749, it appears,
that Bayly was. governor-in:1676, at which time
they wrote to him to: fend .up men into the coun-
try .to make difcoveries ; and by a letter from
him to the Company in 1678, he was then alfo a
governor; but whether-he was appointed at Moofe
or Albany, when Liyddal was governor at Rupert’s-
river, doth not appear;. as no place is mentioned
in the letters..,. Lyddal. -was afterwards fucceeded
by:Nixon ;.in whoie titne they thought of moving
to Albany-river; and. muade Charleton ifland the
rendezvous. of theit thips, and a -kind of flerchoufe
for their .goods: - Some +time after the Company
difmiffed . Rattiffion and ;De Groifeleiz from their
fervice, upon-which they:returned to the French in

Canada..~ 0 o s S

... Monsiiur De la Poterie; in:his hiftory of New
France;-fays;.that Jean Bourdon, who was-out in
the year. 1656, was the firft- Frenchman: who was
in Hudfon’s-Bay; haviag failed round from-Cana-
da, in.a barkof 30 tons, . by the Labrador-coaft,
and Hudfon’s Straits, 7-or 800 leagues; . altho
it was only/130 leagues by land from . Quebec:
that he then made an allidnce with the natives,
and they heariag of a ftrange nation in-their neigh-
bourhood, {fent to Quebec- in 1661, to begin .a
7 S a 4 trade,
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trade, and to defire’ 2 miffionary might be fent to
them ; and accordingly one was ordered, but the
Indians, upon their réturn, reperniting of what they
had done, refufed to conduct them; fo-they went
back  to Canada : yet ‘he fays they fent again-in
1663, and prayed the'goveérnor to fend them fome
French, and he fent ore Couture, who proceeded
to the Bay, and eréefed a crofs upon an’ eminence,
and fet up the French arms engraven- in :copper;
taking poffeflion of thefe countries for the king of
France. This is the foundation of ‘all the claim
the French pretend to have to the Bay, which had
fo long and fo often béfore been difcovered, and
pofiefled for whole winters together by the fubjects
of Britain; and hence Rattiffon -and De Groifeleiz
thought of 'going to England to take poffef-
-fion of ‘the Bay for the Englith : - but when thefe
men were difmifféed the Company’s fervice, he
fays they repented of having engaged in-it, -and
-obtained their pardon in France; and upen their
return to Canada, they prevailed'with-the French
‘Company there to join them, and-to ‘fit out a
bark to take pofleffion of Nelfon-river, which the
Englith Company had not at that tirhe: fettled.

Wairst De Groifeleiz and Rattiffon ~were {ail-
ing round ip/their bark in 1682, the Englith
Company at’ the -fame " time refolved  to - poflefs
Nelfon-river, and appointed John Bridgar-gover<
nor, who-was to fix afattory there by the advice
of captain Gillam; which letter, ‘as given in to
the Committee, was dated the 15th-of ‘May 1682,
But before either of them got theré, Benjamin
Gillam, fon to captain Gillam, had from New-
England made a lodgment there; - but was not
left by the fhip above fourteen. days, before
Rattiffon and De Groifeleiz arrived. The Englith
had fixed at the mouth of Nelfon-river; and the -
French had entered St. Therefa, or Hayes’s-river,

LT I thc
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the other branch of Nelfon, on the fouth fide of
the ifland ; and ten days after Bridgar arrived;
but was ordered away by De Groifeleiz; who
had got pofieflion of the river : however Bridgar
ftayed, and made a fettlement on the Nelfon
branch, feven leagues from the entrance of the ri-
ver. The French and hecontinued good friends
till February, when the French furprized them,
and put the men on board a rotten fhip, and fent
them down to the bottom of the Bay ; but carried
Bridgar and Gillam prifoners to Canada leaving
De Groifeleiz’s fon, Chouart, and five men, to
keep poffeflion of Fort Bourbon. This is the ac-
count given by the Englith : but there are two
more- accounts given by the French, different
from each other, and from this ; one by monfieur
Jeremie, who afterwards was governor of Fort
Bourbon ; and the other by De la Poterie ; both
‘which I thall give in their own words. - :

Monsizur  Jeremie fays, that De Groifeleiz
hearing of Hudfon’s-Bay from the Outaouas, - up-
or his return to Canada, engaged fome merchants,
and fitted out a bark, and failed to St. Therefz,
or Hayes’s-river where he wintered. During the
winter fome of his people hunting upon theice,
found that there were fome Europeans at ‘the en-
trance of Nelfon-river, and informing the governor,
he went and found {ix Englithmen almoft ftarved
with hunger, who fubmitted to him, telling him
they were left by a Bofton thip, which had- been
forced to féa. - After this fome favages told him,
that there were other Englithmen fixed feven
leagues up-Nelfon-river, upon which he went one
feafting night, when they had been drinking freely,
and furprized and took eighty, ‘tho’ he had but
fourteen with ‘him. The following year he left his
foti Chouart, - with five ‘men, to keep the fort,
and returned to Canada ; but being difgufted at his

o ‘ ' employers,
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employers, who had charged him with concealing
part of his carge, he fent his brother-in-law, Rat-
tiffon, into France to complain ; but his remon-
frances not being regarded, he reconciled- himfelf
to the Englith, and went to England, from
whence he returned to. the Bay, to relieve his
" nephew, and give up the pofleffion. _
Monsizur De la Poterie fays, = that De Groife-
‘leiz. ‘and Rattiffon having  formed a fcheme to
pofiefs Hudfon’s-Bay, went to Bofton, and from
thence to London; and afterwards, by the aid of
the Englith Company, erected fatories on Ru:
pert’s; Moole, and Albany rivers. - By the time that
this was known in France,- and Mr. Colbert was
{ent to Delcheneau, intendant of Canada, in May
1678, to conteft - the pofleffion with the Englifh;
De Groifeleiz and Rattiffon had . repented of the
expedition, and having obtained their pardon from
the French court,. returned to ‘Canada, wherethe
French formed a Company for the Bay, and fitted
out two fmall vefiels under their command, who
went to St. Therefa river, and bujlt a little fort:-a
veffel from Bofton came three days. after with ten
men, ‘which they received as friends, permitting
them.to go. to:Bourbon, or Nelfon-river : -and
four days after that a fhip arrived. frem London,
the crew of whom offering to.land, were eppofed
by the fort, and in:the conteft, the. ice cutting
the cables, the fhip was: loft with: fourteen of the
men ; the reft -implered- the fuccour of the fort,
which they in pity ;granted, and gave them a bark
to carry them to-the bottom .of, the Bay. .De
Groifeleiz and Rattiffon,. leaving eight men in the
fort, took theinterlopers to Quebec, who were re-
leafed by the governor; and they being-difgufted -
with their affociates- returned to_France, when
lord Prefton was there-embaffador. from:England,
who engaged Rattifforr to go again to London, and
: ge
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give ap the fort his- nephew ‘Chouart “tofnmanded
to the Englith Company, which he accordingly
did. At'the fame timé the French Comipany had
fent from Cdnada two little fhips under Montignie,
who whesi*he eame to. St. Therefa, was' furpized
to-find i in pofleflion of the Englifh ; he was
therefore obliged to winver i a little river near it
called Gargouffe, ‘and return next: year :with a
bad trade £o-Quebec. - The Compasiy having fuf
fered the-18fs of 100,000 livies, petitioned ' the
French Kikg to redrefs them, who on the 2oth of
May 1684;:-gave them St. Therefa, or Hayes’s-
river, id property. Which of thefe three accounts
is genuiné, "is left to the reader to determine.. -

In thigperiéd of time - the Englith Company
fent captain’ John Abraham with ftores, who find-
ing Bridgdr -gohe, ftayed' there, and was: made
governer in’ ¥684. In 1683 governor Nizon -was
recalled, and Henry Sargeant was made governor
of Albiny: they then:had "2 fatory ¢ Hayés’s-
ifland, near Moofe-siver, -and -had: found a river
on the eaftmain, - which they’ called Ifon-glafs-
river, where they alfo “fized: a- fadtery, expecting
great riches frofh a mine they Had difcovered, :but
it ‘turned to no" account:’ In’ 1685 they had five
faCtories,  ‘Albany, Hayes, Rupert, Nelfon, and
Severn, and were it 4 flourifhing eondition 5 but
in 1686, the chevalier De Troyes in time of peace,
went from Canada by land, and took Rupert’s,
Hayes’s; and-Albany factories 5 at whielitime Tho-
as Phipps was made governor at Nelfon-river.
‘Monfieur D'Iberville in 16go “attempted.to take
York fort, whéh Geyer was ‘governor, but failed
of Tuccefsy however he ebliged the Englith to:de-
fert New-Severn fatory. In 1693, the Company,
by the affiftante of the ‘Crown, rétook Albany,
Moofe; and Riutpert factories, and Knight was ap-
pointéd-governor-of-Albany. -In 1694 the French

again
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again recovered; thems but in 1695, by the aflit-
tance of two of the King’s thips, the Bonaventure
and Seaford, .they were again recovered-from the
French, and Kright again reftored to his govern-
ment.._In the year 1694, when Geyer was ftill
governor, -D’Iberviile took York-fort: he fet fail
‘with two fhips the Poli and Charente, carrying with
Jhim 120 men from Canada: he arrived at the fort
the 24¢th of. September, and took- it the .14th of
October, ‘and wintered there, leaving Mr. Foreft
governor; the 2oth of July 1695.:. The next year,
1696, it-was retaken by the Englith, with four
thips, and the garrifon carried prifoners to Eng-
land, among whom was Monfieur Jeremie, where
they remained four months. After their return to
France, a fquadron of five fhips was fitted out,
confifting: of -the Pelican of 50 guns, the Palmier
of 40,:the Walp, the-Profound, and the Violant:
thefe were put under the command of D’Iberville,
at Newfoundland; and in Hudfon’s-ftraits were met
by the Hampfhire, and two Hudfon’s-Bay fhips,
the Deering and Hudfon’s-Bay, which De la Pote-
rie fays were of 56, 36,and 32 guns. An engage-
ment ‘enfued with the Profound, but without any
effett, being feparated by the ice. Four of the
French -afterwards. took fhelter in Danith, or
Churchill-river, the Palmier having loft her rud-
der in hard weather; but the Pelican, commanded
by Monfieur D’Iberville, arrived at the entrance of .
Hayes’s-river the 3d of September; and next morn-
ing the three Englith fhips arrived. The Pelican
had fent her fhallop on fhoré, but weighed and
fought the three fhips, and by fome unlucky acci-
dent the Hampthire overfet, upon which the two
other fhips fteered off 5 but he came up with, and
took the Hudfon’s-Bay : all on board the Hamp-
thire perifhed, as, the Pelican bad noboat to relieve
them. A ftorm fucceeding that night, the Peli-

: can
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can was driven afhore, and loft, with part of her
crew ;. as :was alfo the Hudfon’s-Bay.: but D’Iber-
ville, with the greater part of his crew, getting
fafe to fhore, upon the arrival of the other. thips
from Danifh-river, befieged and took York-fort ;
and . after wintering, returned in the Profound :
and as there ‘was no timber upon the. river fit
t6 make a rudder for the Palmier, before his
departure, he appointed Mr. Serigny ‘governor,
-and Mr. Jeremie lieutenant, who was- afterwards
made gavernar in 1708 ; the French: poffefling
it from’ that time to the peace of Utrecht,: when
- Jeremie delivered it up to the Company in -1714.
Baily was governor, and Henry Kelfey -deputy in
1697, when York fort was taken by the French :
fo that from that time to 1714, the Company had
only Albany-fort, carrying on an inconfiderable
trade, until they were reftored to York-fort by
the treaty of Utrecht. A

- ArTER they had regained the pofieffion of York
fort, in the year 1718 they built 2 waoden fort
at Churchill-river, which they called Prince
of Wales’s fort; and in 1730 built another at
Moofe-river; and about the fame time a fmalil
‘houfe, to contain eight or ten men, at Slude-river
on the eaft main; and about eight or ten.years ago
Henley-houfe, .150 miles up Albany-river, for
eight men, as a check to the Indians who carried
on 2 trade with the French. o -
.. Tux merchants of Great-Britain, in the bggin-
ning of the year 1749, having petitioned the Houfe
of Commons to -enquire into the ftate and condi-
tion. of the trade and countries adjoining to Hud-
fon’s-Bay, and the right the Hudfon’s-Bay Com-
pany. had by their charter to an exclufive trade;
and alfo,. in what manner the trade to that place
‘might be beft extended and improved; the matter
of the petition was referred to a Committee, who
: S required
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required the Company to lay feveral books and
papers. before them, and particularly to inform
them what encouragement they had given for the
making. difcoveries of the country up -the rivers
about. the Bay, and .what: difcoveries had been
made; -as alfo what fhips: they bad fent; and -en-
couragement given, for.finding out a paffage to
the weffern. and fouthern - American ocean. In
compliance with this, the Company produced fe-
veral copies of paragraphs of letters and inftruc-
tions, to fhew what they had.done fince the grant
of their charter, as well by fea as by land, in order
to difcover the north-weft paflage, which they 1aid
was all the fteps they had taken for making the
difcovery:s-to which copies they referred.

I~ order ‘to  ftate the conduét of the Company
“fromthe beginning, and fhew the fpirit that has
prevailed among them at.different periods for pro-
moting trade and difcoveries by fea and land, I
fhall take: notice of their papers in the order of
time, and not according to their own numerical
difpofition-obferved in the lift prefixed to the
report. B O -

"Tur Company’s firft inftruction is to governor.
Bayly, dated May 9, 1676, N°. XXVIL. As
this time, -which was foon after the.grant.of their
charter; the Company ‘was in good hands; the
- moblemen and gentlemen of fortune, who had pro-
cured the charter, and promoted . the trade to the
Bay, - fill continued- proprietors; and .were . con-
fulted in the management, -which was made "fub-
fervient te the-national.intereft as well as their own,
* TuE paragraph of . the-letter referred-to ftands
thus 2 You- are’ to- ufe-your utmoft diligence to make
difeoverits, both of the coaft and country, -of  mines,
and of ail: ferts-of conmmodities which the ouniry dotb.
produce - giving -usnetice thereof, and of all the dif-
coveries you Jhall-make, by vhe fift opportunity. a’g"he.
e : S " anfwer
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anfwer from Charles Bayly, dated September

1648, is as follows : William Bond, Thomas
Moon, and George Geyer, have been with me 7o,
about fix years in a confiant difcovery of thefe parts 5
yeas in wery dangerous places, where I am fure no
Sranger, yet come into the country, is capable of go-
g to the [aid places, without much danger and pe-
ril, nothtbj}zmdmo' the beft direttions, I am capable of
giving them and I will affure your bonours, that any
one mzfmrrzage in fuch a mjé, will prove very difad-
vantageous to your intereff. 'Tho’ the above cited
inftru&ions were very good, and probably fome
ufeful difcoveries had been made along the fea
coaft at the bottom of the Bay, yet the Company
did not produce any particulars of fuch difcoveries;
and indeed 2§ no fatories were eftablithed but Ru-
pert’s, they being only preparing to fix at Moofe
and Albany, very few ufeful difcoveries could be
made within land at that time, except fuch as re-
lated to the Toil and climate, when the Nodways
Wwere their enemies upon the eaft-main, and the
French were fpiriting up the favages near Canada
agamﬂ: them 1n that corner of the Bay.

“TuE next article produced, is a ‘paragraph of 2
letter to John Bridgar, upon appointing him go-
vernor at Fort Nelfon, dated May 15, 1082 3
wherein after faying, that on account of his - ‘abin
lities they had thought fit to chufe him to make a
fettlement in Fort Nelfon-river, they add; Iz t2e
firft place, upon your arrival there, you are, with the
advice of captain Gillam, to chufe out the moft con-
venient place for building a boufe and forty for your
[afety and accommodation ; which when you bave well
done, you are to ufe your d‘zlzgmfe 10 penetrate into the
country, to make what difcoveries you can; and to
get an acquaintance “and commerce with the Indiays
thereabouts, -which we bope in time may turn to acs
pﬂll”f 4md zzrzﬁver the great charge we /Zudl and may

- bt



(16)

Be at in making this fettlement. But Bridgar was taken
prifoner by the French under De Groifeleiz, and
carried away with Gillam ; therefore nothing could
then be done towards making difcoveries, .

- THE next paragraph produced (for the Com-
pany would not truft the Committee with whole
letters, for fear of difcoveripg the fecrets of their
management) is addreflfed to Henry Sargeant,
whom they had appointed governar of Albany,
then thejr prime factory, dated April 27th, 1683.
Zou are to _c/ajzge out from amongft our fervants fuch as
are beft qualified with firength of body, and the coun-
27y language, to travel and 1o penetrate into the country,
20 draw down tbe Indians by fair and gentle means. to
trade with us. The Company had not yet given
them{elves up to felfith views : prerogative alfo ran
high at this time, exclufive monopolies were not
enquired into, and the charter was deemed a fuffi-
cient title to their trade ; they could therefore fafely
venture to encourage their fervants to learn the
feveral Indian languages, and to cultivate an ac-
quaintance, and make friendfhips with the people.
But this policy has been exploded fince the peace
of Utrecht'; the Indian tongue being now con-
fined to an interpreter, and all familiarity and
intercourfe with the natives forbidden, under the
penalty of forfeiture of wages; and bodily correc-
tion. Mr. Sargeant anfwers this from Charleton-
ifland, 13th of September, 1683, that ifland be-
ing the place then appointed for the rendezvous of
their thips and trade: I /ball not be neglediful as
foon as 1 find any man capable and willing for to fend
up the country with the Indians, te endeavour to pene-
rate into what. the country will and may produce,
and in doing their utmoft in bringing down the Indians
to our faltorys but. your hkonours fhould give good
engouragement 1o thofe who underiake fuch extraor-

) dinary
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vinary [ervices ‘or elfe I fear there will beé bit few
that will embrace fuch employment.

- TuE ‘next abftralt is to Mr. Sargeant, dated
May 22, 1685, twenty months after the receipt of
his. 72 perceive our fervants are unwilling to travel
up into -the country by reafon of danger, and want
- of encouragement. . The danger we judge is not more
now-than formerly s and for their encouragement we
Jhall plentifully reward them, when we find they de-
Serve -it, by bringing down Indians to our fallories, of
which you may affure them. And then-they name four
perfons whom they think qualified -to go up into
the country. Sargeant anfwers this froin Charleton-
ifland, Auguft 24, 1685.- M. Sandford does not
actept the terms your bonours propofe, but rather chujés
20 go bome:- neither be, nor any of your fervants, will
travelup the country, 4lthe’® your honours bave greatly
defired ity and I preffed it upon thofe propofals you bave
Jbinted. At this time the French'in Canada had re-
ceived  orders from France to-difpoffefs us of our
faltories in the Bay, which they were preparing ta
effect. - But for the four or five preceding *years
they had been paving the way to this, by gaining
over. the Indians; and promoting divifions betwixt
them and the Englifh : this was fufficient to deter
the Tervants from travelling up the'country, where
they.would endanger their lives without any prof-
pect of advantage, -but what depended upon bare
promifes of rewarding them when they brought
<down-Indians to trade. But confidering the little
chance there was for this,-and that they were not
permitted to trade-upon their owri account, the en-
couragement prepofed was notequivalent to the ha-
zard.. Yet how different are thefe inftru&ions from
thofe which the policy of the‘Company has induced
them to iffie fince.. Then their férvants were in-
vited, prefled, and encouraged to go up ‘the rivers
into the inland country, in order to ‘make difco-

b veries,
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veries, eftablifh a friendfhip with the Indians, and
bring them down to trade with us. But'now if z
fervant betrays the leaft inclination to do this, heis
difcouraged, ill treated, and often fent home asa
dangerous man, more bufy and inquifitive than is
confiftent with the intereft of the Company, and of
their governors in the Bay: The year following,
1686, the French tock all our fattories at the bot-
tom of the Bay, and kept them till 1693, when
they were retaken by the Englifh, who loft them
again in 1694, and recovered them a fecond time
in.1695: in this interval the Company held no-
thing. but York-fort and New-Severn, to whick
‘two factories only they could fend inftructions, till
they were difpoffeffed by D’Iberville of ‘New-Se-

‘vern in 1690, and of York-fort in 16g4. .

THuE next paragraph produced by the Compan
is addreffed to governor Geyer and Council at Port
Nelfon, 2d of June 1688. We.diréct that the bay,
Henry Kelfey, be fent to Churchill-river, with Tho-
‘mas Savage ; becaufe we are.informed be is a very
ailive lad, delighting much in Indians company, being
never better pleafed than when be is travelling among
them, meverthelefs would not have bim too foon truft- -
-d amongft thofe unknown natives, without @ pledge
Jrom the Indians 5 cautioning our men lLikewife: that
they be not too fecure when they fhall come to a treaty
with any number of thefe peaple, who bave a diffin-
guifbing charalier of being more treacherous than-any
-ather Indians in the country. It does not appear
that this was executed. Nelon-factory had been
only fixed in 1684, after Bridgar was carried off,
and Chouart had given it up to: the Company 3
and Churchill or Danith-river was:not then fettled :
how it came therefore by the name of Churchill:
river is only to be guefied” at, as Lord Churchill
in 1688 had made no great figure, tho’ he and his
fifter were favourites with King James, However,
: as



(19)
as the Cornpany have produced no anfwer to this
letter, I fhall drop all farther obfervation upon it:
" Trer next inftrudtion is alfo to governor Geyer
and Council at Port Nelfon, dated z2d of May,
1690. If any two or three of our [ervants fball
fhew their forwardnefs to go-upon sew diftoveries, we
require you 1o enconrage the undertaking, and upon theiy
good fuccefs, to allow them [uch advance of wages
or gratuity for their-pains; as you in your difcretion
fbell find conmvenienty - which we will, upon your
intimation-of it to us, allow and approve of. 'Tho®
the Company yet keépt up-the fpirit for making dif-
coveries; it is to be obferved, that the encourage-
ment which they here propofe is véry triflings no-
thing'was- to be .given the men before they ‘went,
and nothinig when théy réturned; unlefs they were
fuccefsful;. and then it was left in the power of the
governor.. " Geyer anfwers this letter from York-.
fort the 8th of September, ‘the fame year 1690,
immediately after he received it. = This- fummer
- I fent up Henry: Kelfey (who chearfully underiook
- the- journey). dp into the country of the Affine-poets;
with the captain of that nation, to call; encourage;
and iwvite ‘the remoter Indians to a_trade with us;
ind-am in great bopes of a’ plentiful increafe of trade
from that ‘natioh.- By the Company’s lefter 'in
1688; only two 'years before, Kelley was then
deemed but 'a boy, and ordered. to be fent to
- Churchill; ‘which was not complied with, though
without: any réafon given for that neglett by the
governor;” or- for his fending him a quite contrary
way without" orders from the Company. -In two
years, however, he could not be much altered from:.
a'boy; and therefore, as I fhall afterwards have.
occafioti‘tor take particular notice of Kelfey’s jour-.
nal, ‘Ffhall- only now obferve, that the account of
his firft:going,- s handed down by the Company’s
S b2 fervants

J/v
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fervants.in the Bay ever fince, is moft probably
the truth ; namely, that Geyer did not {end hxm
up, but tha.t having, feverely corrected him for
fome mifbehaviour, . the boy refented it, and bemc
very intimate with the Indians, took the opportu-
nity of running away along with them : fo that
Geyer, ﬁndlr'cr the Company defirous of fending
up upor dlfcovenes, made a merit of Kelfey’s go-
ing up; faying that ]ae bad ﬁm bim up, before he
received their orders : and this will be faither con=
firmed from the other letters and the anfwers about
it, and from Kelfey’s journal. The Company in their
anfwer to ‘this, dated the 21ft of May~ 1691 to
Geyer and Council, fay, Are glad you prevailed with
Henry Kelfey zmderm/ze a journey with the Indians
Zo thofe remate pzm‘s, ‘boping. the encouragement Jos
bave given bim, in the advanie of bis falgry, willin-
Sigate ather young men in the faliory to follow bis
example. ‘The Company we fee. ftill keep up the
fpirit of dilcovering -the inland countries.. - Geyer.
anfwers this from York—fort, the 12th of Sep-
tember 1691. I bave received a lester from Henry
Kelfey, rbe young man I fent up [af year with the
Affinz-poets, which gives me to underfiand thar the
Indians are continually at war within land, -but-bave
pramz/éd to-get what beaver. tbey cain againft next year
others mot before the next [ummer . come: rwelvemonths,
when they prowife to come down ; -but. Keltey 1 bave
ordered 1o veturn next year, wzz‘b as mayy Indians as.
be can, that being informed of the buiour and nature
of thefe. firange people, I may know: the. better how
Zo manage them . at their arrival. “.I.bave fent . the
Jaid young man a new commiffion, and.- mcq[m:y in-
Pruttions, with a. [upply- of thofe . things. be . wrote
for, that be might the better accomplifb the-end 1 fent
bim fors and gave him charge to fearch. diligently for
20085, mmmls, or drugs qf what kind foaver, and.to
bring
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bring famples of them down with bim ;5 axd for other
young wen. qualified to undertake fuch a journey, when
I Jee their willingnefs, and Sind it convenient, I will
not fail to give them by. bis example all fuzmizle en-
couragement. .
- GEYER. again Writes from York-fort September
9,:1692. 'Henry Kelfey came down with a good
feet of Indmm and bath. travelled and endeavoured
‘tg keep. the peace among them according to my orders.

The Company anfwer the 17th of June 1693;
We are glad that Henry Kelley is fafe returned, and
brought a good fleet of Indians down with bzm, ‘and
bope bé bas effelted that which - be was fent abouty in
keeping ‘the Indians from warring one with another,
that they may bave mare time to look after 1veir trade,
and bring a. larger quantity of furs and- other trade
with them to the fattory s which you alfo may diffuade
them from, wuben they are with you; by telling them me‘
advantages they may make 5 that. the more fars they
 bring, the more goods they will be-able to purchafe of
#s, whkich will enable them to live more comfortably,
- and, keep them. from want in time:of [iarcity s "and
that you. inculcate into them better moralsy than they
yet underfiand ; that it deth advantage thew nothing
to kill and dsftroy one another 5 that thereby they may
Jo-weaken themfelves, that the wild rovenous beafls
may. grow too. numerous . for ‘them, and defiroy thofe
that  furvive 5 befides, if fair means will wot prevail,
you. may tell them, if they war and defiray one another,
thefe that are the occafion of ity wheever they are,
you will not fell them any mare guns, powder or fbot,
which will expofe them to their ememies, who will
have the mafter of them, and quite defiroy them from
the earth,. -them and their wives and cbzidrm, whick
muft worle Jome terror in them 5 and that you are fent
thither to.make. peace emongft tbem “and that on the
other fide, if they do live peaceably and quietly without-
war, you will let them have any thing you have for

. b3 2beir
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their [upport, and be kind to them oll, .and [upply
them with all necefaries, let their number be ever fo
great. Thefe and other arguments you may #fe fo
them, as they occur to. your mind and memory.

Thais letter is written with a truly chriftian and
Britith fpirit.” But there Wwas no.opportuaity for
executing thefe ‘generous purpofes- till after the
peace of Utrecht 3 the Freach having taken York-
fort. the followmg year, and kept poffeffion of it
for above twenty years together, except the year
16935. In the mean time, as the Company had only
Albany- fa&ory, and were furrounded on every
fide' by the French, their trade declined .very
much ;. and the chief :among them, defpairing of
ever feemg their affairs.in 2 ﬂounﬂnng condition
again, left the mariagement to a kind of unchange-
ablc Comrmittee, Who introduced a new pohcyf,
and adted upon .maxims entirely felfifh.

I. suarr now confider Kelfey’s journal ; but
bafore T abfraétit, I ¢annot but take notice that
tﬁe Company in- the. title of N°, XXVIi, call i
o journal of ‘Henry Kelfey in the years 1691 and
1692,.. fent. by, the Hudfon’s-Bay Company t0 make
difconeries, ‘and.increafe itheir trade inland from the
Bay 5-and in N°. XXVIII, A journil of & voyage
and. journgy undertiken by Henry Kelfey - 20 difecover,
and:-endegvour 10 bring-to a commerce. the Naywa-
tamee-Poets 1691 “and then n‘nmedxately fub-
join,.. A journal of a voyage and journey undertaken
%y Henry Kelfey, through -God’s affifiance, to. difeover
axd bring 10" @ commerce zh; Naywatamee—Poets,
DUPLICATE :

. THE da;e in N°. XXVIII is. ]u}y 5, 1691 and
m what iscalled DgpLicaTE, July 15, 16 92 ;
yet. the Journals are- exattly alike,. excepting only
a few trifling varjazions' in>the expreffion, chiefly
in the firft paragraphs, and the addrefs at the end
tgae ﬁrfL concludm Szr, I remam yotr woff abedzent‘

md



(23)

and faitbful fervant, as if direfted to the gover-
nor; and the fecond, [ r¢ft, honourable maflers,
your mof} obedient, and faithful fervant, at command, -
as to the Company. But the Company, furely,
could not hope that the Committee would read
only the titles of the papers that were laid before
them, and fa take it for granted that Kelfey had
made two journals ; one in 1691 in compliance
with the governor, -and the other in 1692 1in obe-
dience to the Company. It is alfo to be obferved,
that at the time the Company gave orders that
two or three of their fervants fhould be fent up to
make difcoveries, the bill for an act to confirth
their charter. was before the Commons, which

confirmation they expected would be perpetual.
GevER fays, ke fent Kelley up with the Aflinze-
poets, in 1690, along with their captain, to encou-
rage and invite the remote Indians to trade with
them 5 yet by Kelfey’s journal he had not attempted
this till a year after he firft fet out, beginning
only the sthof July 1691, after the governor had
fent him, as he himfelf fays, frefb infiruitions and
2 new commiffion, and bad fupplied bim with proper
prefents fo make to the Naywatamee-Poets. The fub-
‘ftance of his journal is; that be got bis fupplies the
5th of Fuly. 16915 fent the Stone-Indians ten days
before bim-and fet’ out from Deering’s-point (where
the Indians always affemble when they go down to
trade) 0 feek the Stone-Indians, and after overtaking
them, travelled with them -and Nayhaythaway-In-
dians, to the country of the Naywatamee-Poets, and
was fifty-nine. days in bis journey, including the refi-
ing days. He went firft by water feventy-ome miles
from Deering’s-point, and then laid up bis canves,
and went by land three bundred and fixteen miles
through o woody country 5 and-then forty-fix through
8. plain apen country, baving enly feen ome river in
bis journey,, fballow, but a bundred yards over 5 and
' ' b 4 after
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after croffing ponds, woods, and champain lands; for.
eighty-one miles more, which abounded with: baffaloes
and.- beavers, be returned back fifty-four miles, wheré
he met the Naywatamee-Poets, and. made the proper
prefents to their chief, telling bim, thatibe came to
make. peace betwixt bim and the Nayhaythaway-In-
dians and Stone-Indians, awnd.zo:invite them to .come
20 the faftory with their furs, which be promifed to
camply with next fpring, end to meet bim at Deer-
ing’s-point ; but be did not come, becanfe.the Nay-
haythaway-Indians bad-killed three of bis peoplein the
winter, and be was efreaid they would have intercepted
bim on his return bome; hotvever be promifed to go
down the follrwing year 3 adding, that the beaver in.
their. country are inmumerabley and would. certainly
come down every year. - . .o

~AccorDING to this journal, Kelfey-did not go by "
land and water above five hundred-Englifh miles
in -two months 3 and as it does not appear that -
he had any compafs with him to know,_upon what
point he travelled; -he probably did not go in all
a hundred and twenty leagues in a ftrait line from
Deering’s-point, ‘and perhaps: much léfs ;- for if
Kelfey ‘only computed thefe miles -he would take
care not to.make them lefs than they were: By this-
we may judge of the Indians rate of travelling,:
which including their days -of “reft, can wery little :
exceed ' eight ‘miles -a day : Kelfey did not travel
more than.five hundred:miles in 59-days," and yet-
in all that time he had but three days.rain; and no -
fnow, froft, or fleet, before the 12th of. September, -
when he clofed" his. journal.. But to réturn : if
Kelfey was fent in 1690 by the governor to make
difcoveries and-obfervations, it is very ftrange, that
he kept no journal:of this expedition : *but he did -
not even think of beginning a journal till -after he
got his fupplies and hew commiffion in July 16913
nor from the 12th of September 1691 to- June
Sk Do 1692,
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1692, when he returned with a fleet of Indians, did
he keep any journal, or make any obfervaticns that
we know of, “but what are 'in the journal of his
two months expedition in 1691. We mult there-
fore admit the truth of the account handed down
by the fervants in the Bay, that he was not fent by
the governor, but ran away with the Indians upon
being correted; that when he wrote to the gover-
nor for pardon and leave to return, telling him at
she fame time, what fervice he could do among the
Indians, upon giving them proper prefents, he had:
néither pen, ink, nor paper, but wrote with char-
coal 'on 3 piece of birch-rind ; and that Geyer find-
ing the Company defirous of making difcoveries
upon the profpeét of obtaining a perpetual confirm-
ation of their charter, he in 1691 fent Kelféy in-
ftructions, with goods to give in prefents, and
paper pens and ink to make obifervations, which
lafted him no longer than the 12th of September
in the fame year: for if Kelfey continued his
journal and obfervations down to September 1692,
the time of hisreturn to the fort, we muft con-
clude that the Company have thought proper to
fupprefs them, left the making public fuch authen-
tic teftimonies of a temperate climate, fertile foil,
and a trade capable of vaft extenfion, fhould bring
too fevere a reproach upon the prefent manage-
ment. - :
- Tuere are only three letters more contained in
N°. XXVII relative to inland difcoveries after this
period s for the French being in poffeffion of York-
fort till the conclufien of the peace at Utrecht, the
Company could only fend inftruétions to Albany.
The firft is to Joha Fullerton at Albany-fort, dated
fo lateas the 26th of May, 17068, #7e order you fo
foon as'it bas pleafed God that you are arvived [afe in
the- country to fend word amongft the natives, to give
them- notice that you are there with a confiderable
A cargo
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caygo -of goods of all forts for their fupply, ond ta
encourage them, to come with their commadities as much
as_you, con- to trade with you. The fecond is to
captain Anthony Beal, at Albany-fort, dated the
2gth-of May 1711, containing the very fame words,
which need not be repeated. I fhall only obferve
here,. that if orders to inform the natives that they
had goods at the fatories to trade with them, can
be taken for orders to make -difcoveries, the
Company may pals what they pleafe upon the
Public; - = Y
 Tuz third and laft letter about inland-difcove-
ries, asit is dated but thirty-three years.ago, may
be allowed to be written by the prefent Commit-
tee of the Company; -if it can be of any fervice to
them: it is direfted toMr. Richard Stanton, or chief,
at Prince of Wales’s-fort, 4th of June; 1719. 2oz
having ome Richard Novten our apprentice under
your command, whom. we &re informed by captain
Knight bas endured great bardbip in travelling with
the Indians, and bas been very aftive and diligent in
endeavonring to make peace amongft them, we being
always defirous to encourage diligent and faithful fer-
vants; upon application of bis mother in kis bebalf,:
have ordered bim a gratuity of fifteen pounds. What
proof of inland-difcoveries this letter could afford
the Committee, I cannot comprehend. If Norton
made any upon his being fent by Knight to the
northward, -to inform the natives that there were
goods at Churchill-river to trade with them, or to’
learn from the northern Indians whereabout the
copper mine was, (as is mentioned in captain Car-
ruthers’s evidence, which I fhall hereafter confider,
he being the perfon who carried him to. Churchill;
and put him into a canoe with two northern In-
dians to difcover to the northward ;) he either kept
no journal of fuch difcoveries, or the Company
they have concealed it from the Committee : it

= i " appears
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appears however by’ Brown’s evidence, that Nors
ton owned to him that -he was at the copper mine.
After this trifle of a letter they only fay,: What
Jarther velates to the difcoveries inland is contained in
ithe papers already delivered in to the Committee, ‘paurs
Juant to their order, concerning” Richard Norton.
Since which time is bas been cufiomary for the chief
Jattors to give prefents to the leading Indians; o in=
“vite the far diftant natives down'to trade at the fac-
tories, and to-make peace amongft any of the Indians
they fball find at enmity.- - -

* Here isa plin declaration, that fince the-year
1719 they have never taken.the:leaft ftep towards
making inland ‘difcoveries ; nor does their care, or
their judgment, at leaft; about the means of im-
proving their trade, appear from hence in 2 more
advantageous light : the 'making prefents to the
leading Indians, who come to .the fattory, is rather
calculated to keep the diftant Indians away; for it
1s evidently the intereft of thefe.people to keep the
trade. to themfelves, "and -not divide it with others
perhaps their enemies, to whom.they are rendered
tfuperior by the arms and "amunition: which they
procure from the Company.~ = . 0
:" THE papers referred. to about Norton are the let-
ters in N9, XX VI, confifting of five from Norton
to the.Company from 1724 to 1741, and of fix from
the Company to him, all relative to._the trade at
Churchill and to the northward. . The firft letter
in 1424, and the anfwer 1725, are about A leading
upland Indiah, wbo brought a firange Indian zo-the
factory,telling them bé bad fuppliedbim with tobacco and
-goods o carry bim home again 5 upon which Norton
Jfupplied the leading Indian with other goods to carry
-bim home. Norton adds, That be returned the fol-
lowing year, and upon being afked after the ftrange
Indian, Ze faid, he bad beard. nothing of hbim, and
wwas afraid that in returning to his own countrybb;
g MRt "



{28)
bad, fallen into the bands of -bis enemies-and was de-
SBroyed... But it is more- probable;:that this leading
Indian either killed him himfelf to get his own
goods back agam, or;vas-he had gained' his point
by procuzing goods from Norton upon. his ac-
count,. perfuaded him ‘to.come no mare.- Norton’s
next letter in 17335.2nd the anfwer in 1734, are
thmg to'the 1 Purpo{e, heonly festing Jorth bis fer~
'vzms, “and they.. acknowiledging them. “In the Com-
pany’s lester o himindViay 17385 they defire him
i0 enconrage the Northern-Indians: -and Efklmaux
in-orderto-get oil ‘gnd whale-bone, -and. te [end over
deery.-elks-and: moofe: frins:;. which he anfwers in
Augutt, -faying,- That-be will fend what deer and elb
Seinis be caine 414 promate.the -other trade s but com-
plains that fewIndians came thas jear, as thofe who
eaine the: précedipg yedr.were  fo near. perifbing with
bunger in - the wmer, zjb;zz tbgv were. oblzged 20 .eat.
sheir deer-feins:; i
Ieyr395 thie. Compa:ny /epeat their order.r a&out
tbe #orthern trade,. and.order the floop to Whalecove
o get finw: aud il -allewing one’ five per- cent. upon
the profit.to, the mafters -and another frve_ per cent. to.
be divided among the crew. This he:anfwers by
{aying, that be will [end the. flogp to the northward,
and obferving, . tbat, théy: ought to. bave two years.
Sock of all forts. In 1740 they . write, that zbey
are pleafed 1o fee [o govd. & cargo. from bim y that
they bope bis increafed. mzde won't leffen that at York--
fort, and that ke bas fent the. floop 0 the northward:
as before direfied. - He. anfwers in Auguft 1740,
that e will endeavoir not fo leffen the tmde at York-
fort, - but’ propofes not-to fend -out . the SJloop. to the
northward next year, as-well.to enable them to expe-
dite the building  for their a’efence, as upon account of .
the Spanith war, and the danger of .4 French war. .
"This they anfwered: the 23d of April 1741, ac-
. - knowledging .
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*mwledging the receipt of the floop’s joumrmal; and
that the trade was fnall, bus might increafe. if the
Sloop went out earlier. They.difapprove of bis. laying
the floop-afide upoir accouint of .the war,, COMTary g
their: orders,: being defirous-of making wew difcoveries,
and improving the trade. with. the. Indiawis- thar ~fie-
quent thofe parts , and dire? bim -1y fend-gver - elky
and deers- borns.” Fle anfwets. in Alguft; - that be
will comply with their-orders. in: fending. the Hoopans
aually to the morthward. - ~Thefe are the: important
papers they.refer. to in farchér proof of their-en-
Couragement ‘of trade and- difcoveries., The Jaft
letter about difcoveries.in 1 74 1:wasplainly. foreed
from them, upon, captain: Middleton’s being fent
that year in the. Furnace-bomb: .upon the north~
weft difcovery. - - L, o T

I sHarL ‘next-extra& from numbers XVI and
XX, .which relate to'the fame fubjet, confidering
the papers in each according to the refpective dates.
Ne. XVLisentitled, Copies ozjﬁ.z'.iﬂmﬁiamgizfm&y the
Hudfon's-Bay Company toteir uffcers abroad, fo far
as they relate to the difcovery of anorth-wef paflage. -
And N°. XX, Copies of oidivs given by the Hud-
fon’s-Bay Company 7o Jundry perfous, Jfo far as they
velate b0 the diftavery of a nerth-welt paffage. This
laft is an abfiradt of their oeders - and ‘inftructions
to Knight, Barlow (or Berley). Vaughan, and o-
thers, about. the expedition. to: the ‘northward, -

which feems to be very imperfe@: .~ . .

. o -captain.James Knight, :4th. of -June 1719,
Upon the experience we hgve."bad of -your-ability -and
condui in the management of our . affasrs, -we. bave

- upon your application to usy’ fitted out - the Albany
Erigate, ~captain George Berley, and the Difcovery,
captain . David Naughan. commander, .upon.a difep-

very to Lbe northward s and to that end - have giver
yeu power and. authority. 20.ast and:do all things re-
tating to the Jaid voyage, ( z{f’ﬁa.ﬂm{z’gﬂﬂfpﬂ of the Jaid

Jbip
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fip andflaop only- excepted) aid bave given our fuid
220 commanders orders-and infiructions to that purpofe.
You:are with the firfk opportunity of wind: and weather.
20 depart-from Gravefend, on your intended voyage;
& God’s permiffion, ‘to.find out the Straits of Anian, i
order to-difeaver gold -and- other valuable commodities to
the. northward, &ci . - e =

- To'captain. George:Berley. - 2dly; You -are alfo
with the. firft opporimnity of wind and weatber, o fail
“our:fhip Albany Frigate under your commiand, to what
place: captaim James Knight fball order- you 1o feil ‘to,
that is 4o the ‘northward and weffward of 64 deg. in
Hudfon’s-Bay 3 and 10 ufe ‘your utmaof}- éndeavours 1
keep company. with  the - Difcovery;” waptain - David
Viiughany - commandér 5 but in cafe - you- fbould be Jepi-
rated from the Difcovery by firefs of weather o others
wife, # your outwird-bound veyage, before you- enter
the. fraitsy then you-are-to inake towards the ifiarid
Refolution, -aid phyoff: thercabouts for ten-diys,’ unkefs
you meet with bim' fooner; that you may proceed on your
voyage. together y and in-all-things during the “whole term
of -this: your intended-voyage,- (except- the navigation part)
Yyouware to obey and. fallow the direitions and- orders of
captain James Knight, €. = o0
‘To captain  David Vaughan. . 2dly, - Yen are alfo
cwith the firft opporiunityy &c. (fame paragraph as'to
capiain Berley) -3db, - But in cafe” you bavé faid: ten
" days it the ifland Refolution, and dé viot- siget- with the
Albany in_that time, yoi are thén to proceed to ‘tbt
latitude 64 deg: norsh ligisude, and froms thénce wovth-
ward, 1o endeavous to find out the Straits of Aniani
andy; s often-as. conveniently you- cang o fend your-bouts
to the fhorefide, in order to find ‘bow-Digh the tide
rifes, and what point of the compafs:the: flood: comes
froms and to-make juck difeoveries;--and obtatn ot fuch
trade as you can, &c. L e
- Privarte inftraéions #of fo be ‘opened but in cafe
of the death of captain James Knight.. “Figft of off
- we
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Gt order you to° proceed upon your intended voyage to the
latitude of 64 deg. and endeavour to find out the Straits
of Anian, and to make what diferveries you poffidly can,
and to obtain all forts of trade and cominerce for Juch-com-

modities as foall b for the Company’s advantage, &c.
"Berore I animadvert upon thefe inftrucions it
will be’ proper to recite fome other paragraphs of
letters from N°. X VI, whichy as they were written
within two or three years of the time of the-above
§ voyage, may have fome conneétion with it s - parti-
“cularly the’ inftructions about Scroggs, who was fup-
pofed to be fent to know what was become of - the
thip and floop.’ “The fifft in that namber is 3 _para-
graph of a-letter to captain Henry Kelfey and“coun-
cil at York-fort, June i, xy20. W2 alfo-order
Jou o fend us copies of el thafe - Journals  fhat “bave
been kept - By yourfclf and otheérs, ‘and what diftoveries
have-beent made in -the voyages to- thé northward s alfe
what numbeir of people, and -what Jort you bave met
withy and what quantity of whales bave been- feeny or
what otber fort of fifb are i thefe-parts 5 likewife from
whence the flood comes, and from what point of the
compafs; and bow much the tides bave flowed up and
down. I muft here obferve, “that if Keley went
upon the difcovery of a-north-weft paffage, as the
title of N°. XVI implies, he doubtlefs kept a jour-
nal of the ekpedition,. and o“oeyed the orders of the
Company to fend them a copy of ‘his journal: but
as the Company have thought proper ‘not to' hay
any jodrnal before the Committee, the evident con-
clufion is, either that {hey have fecreted- it, “or that
thére never was & journal, ‘tiof any attempt made by
Kelfey ‘to find 'a -paffage. * The next paragraph is
dirééted: 't6" Kelfey, dated May 26, 1721, princi-
pally rélating to Scroggs, to whom they alfo ad-
drefs a Jettér of the far’ne date'in N°. XX, ‘in which
he i only ordered 7o fail, -and keep company with the
otber /l.vzps 1ill bis arrival at York-fort, and to give up
bis
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kis cargo to governor Kelly, or 16 thofe e depuses,
and to follow all fuch orders as be [ball receive from
bim, or thofe deputed by bim.

Tre paragraph to Kelfey fays, Zou acquaint us.of
Your defign of wmterzng to the northward, We defire to
know whether you mean at Churchlll-nver 5, for we
cannof approve of Your wintering fartber northward at
Zhe bazard of your life, and thoje with. yous we appre-
bending if you go amy vime in Fune, you may make as
much difeovery, both of whales and other commodities,
as if you wintered to the northward, and return by the
latter . end of Augufp. We bave fent you this year a
veffel called the Whalebone, John Scroggs, mafer,
which we wonld bave [fent upon difcovery mext year, as
Joon. as the feafon of -the year will permits if you can
JSpare ber.to go to the nortbward upon difcovery s and ket
them make the beft of their way towards the latitude of

66 and a balf, Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome, and. not
%o ﬁop as they- go along 1o wicw the coaft 5 and to- make
what dj ﬁafve':y they can coming back, but not 1o flay to
the nortbward beyond the 15th of Auguft, fo that foe
may be back by the beginning of September, we mean by
the firft five days in Septenber 5 and to deliver in thesr jour-
aals to you at their veturn s with an account what whales
and other extraordmanes they fee 5 and: ot to fpend
their time amongft the Indians, &ut 76 resurn 1o you
in order to your pe/feﬂzng the dzfcover_y the. year: fallam—
ng. . I prefume it was.not.Kelfey’s intention to win-
ter north of Churchill, but.only to go to Churchill
to winter ; . tho® he would_ have run no greater rifk
from the cold in wintering, farther. northward, than
the French. with Maupertuis did at Tarneo in.the
Bothnick gulph in 66 deg, - The. difcovery Kelfey
was to go upon is here pomted out, -namely #bales
and other commodities ; and. in the inftruCtions -they
fend to. him to give Scroggs, they have nothing more
in view. It.had been always fuppofed, that they
fent out Scroggs to enquire about: the . fhip -and

floop:
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floop which were loft under Knight, &c: but by
thefe inftructions it appears, that this was the
leaft part of their care; tho’, had they fent out
Knight willingly in fearch of a pafiage, it may be
prefumed that they would have been as anxious
_ tor his fafety as for Kelfey’s : but the cafe was
quite the reverfe; Knight and Barlow went out
contrary to their inclinations, and they thought
themfelves -amply recompenfed for tge lofs of
. their fhips, by getting rid of thofe troublefome
difcoverers. ,
_ In their orders about Scroggs, they diret zhat
be fhall go to 66:30, a degree and. half beyond
the Welcome, at firft puth witbout fopping,
which is fomewhat extraordinary: but be is fo
make what difcovery be can in coming back, yet not
20 fpend bhis time ambngft the Indians, who were
the only proper perfons to inform him of the coaft,
inlets, and country : here alfo they point out
what difcovery it was which Kelfey was to perfect
next year, viz. Whales, and other extraordinaries.
~ Ir other inftructions had not been given be-
fides thofe which are made public, the mafter’s
journals would have correfponded with the Com-
pany’s orders; but it appears from Scroggs’s
journal, that fo far from failing to 66 deg. 30.
min. he had no notion of goingto 65 deg. to
the Welcome ; for which he even makes an_apo-
logy, alleging, that he was driven fo far to the
northward in a fog by a hard gale at fouth:
and probably but for this friendly gale, which
helped him to all the difcovery he made of the
north-weft coaft, by forcing him into Whale-
‘bone-bay, near 65deg. he would have gone no
farther* than Marble-ifland, where he faw the
wreck of the fhips with the Indians. The
whole . difcovery therefore that the Company

c . wanted
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wanted to the northward, was vvhales and fonté
other articles of trade.-

© Tueir next fragment of a letter is d1rc&ed 10
Richard Norton and Council at prince of “Wales’s-
fort, 19th May, 1725. — And if you con by any
means find out any, difcovery or matter to ne:ibward;
or elfewbere, for the Company's intereft or- adventage;
fail not to let us know every year, with’ your remarks
and opinion therenpon's and we fhall ‘mdke due im-
provements thereof. — This: 'new governor Norton
having been with the northern Indlans, as ‘already
mentioned, and on board of Scroggs  upon his dif:
covery, was furely capable of informing the Com:
pany of any difcoveries: that-were madey but if he
gave them any information; i purfuance of ‘this
Ictter, or of prior direttions, they have concealed
jt ffom the Committee, before whom it was. their
duty to lay, as well the proofs of their fervants
having executed their orders, as’ the orders thern-
felves.

Tusse are all ‘the otders and mPcr‘uéhons that
have been given by the Company for the difcovery
of z north-weft paffage to the weftern ocean of
Anmerica, and: for other difcoveries to ‘the north-
ward; “from the grant of their charter to the year
1736 when they gave -directions to Norton and
council at Churchill-river ‘to fend out Napper and
€row "upon that difcovery; at the folicitation of
Mr. Dobbs, which I fhall recite and remark upon,
after- I have- made fome’ obfervatxons upon Knight’s
inftructions.and veyage.

“THaT we may have a comprehenﬁve view of
this- affair, T thall firft' give the- fubftance of cap-

_tain-Caruthers’s evidenice, which prmupally relates
to the voyage made by Knight.

Capran  Caruthers, who was the only per-
fon produced in the Company’s defence with re-
gard to the dlfcovenes they had made by fea

2.1'.\(.
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and lind; after faying that %e bad guitied their
fervice thirty-five years ago, and that it was his
opinion that zbe navigation in the Bay was dan-
gerous  and  troublefome 5 adds that be believes
#o0 attempts ‘were made to find a north-wef paf-
Jage, while be was in the country; that be appre-
bends there is mo fuch paffage; but if there is, it
was impradticalle to mavigate it on account of thé
ice s and that the climate ten leagues within land in
. Hudfon’s-Bay was not much warmer than at the
Jea-fbore.  But upon being crofs-examined, he
owned, that ihe climate was warmer within lond
than near the fhore’s and that the ice breaks much
fooner up in the country than at the Jfea: -fhore 5 for
bt had feen- the ice drive down the rivers before it
Droke at the mouth of thofe rivers. He fays far-
ther, that Knight was governor of Nelfon-
faCtory when be was theres that hbe ufed the In-
dians welly and was very inguifitive with thewr a-
bout a copper-mine north of Churchill, which they
defiribed [ometimes as a gold-mine, [ometimes as q
copper-mine. That Knight was very earneft alfo
wbout this difcovery, which was always bis topic
and be took all vpportunities of making prefents 1o
the natives s and that bey the witnefs, carried Nor-
.ton, who. was afterward governor, and two northern
Indians #o Churchill, where be put them in a canve
and.the purport of their wvoyage was to. make dzj-
coveries, and encourag: the Indians 2o come doce
to trade, and to bring copper-ores that be does ﬂot
vecolle, that be ever beard bow far it was 1o this
mines. nor whether there was an ecfy pafflage io it
by land, lm'vmg never travelled by land alone, nor
beard -of any expedition of that kind, except that
of Norton gnd the two Indians. Itis evident even
from this witnefs on the Company’s behalf, that
XKnight had no intention to find the north-weft
paﬁaoe all his thoughtsand difcourfe weretaken up
¢ 2 with
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with e’nqL iring after the mine: -and that the fhips
fitted out and-loft with him were not fent upon
aifcovering any paffage, except the paffage to
this copper-mine, which the Company were plea;ed
to call the Straits of Anian.

But to fhew more particularly the nature and
defign of Knight’s voyage, let us confider the
orders and 1nf’truénons he I'CCCIV(,J. about n', al-
ready cited. '
© Cartain Kwxicur had been many years in
the Company’s fervice, and one of their gover-
nefs, being fent over to be governor -of Nel-
fon-fattory “foon after the peace of Utrecht.
"There was a Knight made governor of Albany-
fort as early as 1693, who probably was the fame
perfon, as this man was near 80 years old when he
undertook the voyage in 1719, It was he
however, who . fixed the factory at Churchill-
river; in of about the yédr 1718, and fent Nor-
ton with Caruthers to Churchill upon the north-
ern difcovery of the copper-mine, &c. By his
friendly intercourfe with the northern Indians, he
had obtained 2 pretty exat knowledge of the
fituation of the mine, which he was conﬁdent
he thould find out, having been told" ‘that it lay
upon a river near a navigable inlet or ftrait,
whither veflels could go From the Bay.  Full
of thefe expectations he came to England, to fo-
Jicit the Company to fit out two veflels under
his * comimand, for the difcovery of thefe rich
'mines; but theCompany, for private reafons, re-
fufed to comply, probably fearing that if rich
:mmes were found out, or a navigable paffage to
the American ocean dlfcovered they Thould not
‘be lorg in poffeffion of their mvaluable mono-
poly.

Kricur, made frore fanguine by an “oppoli-
‘tion which he could not expe& told them, that
’ they
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they were obliged by their charter to make difcaveries:
and extend their itradey and particularly to fearch
for a north-weft paflag: 4y the ftraits of Anian
to the fouth-fea; but that if they would not fi
out fbips under bim and Barlow for the difcovery’
be came about, be would apply to the crown, and
get others to underiake ity and accordingly waited
upon one of the fecretaries of ftate. When the
Company perceived him fo refolute, and that his
troublefome zeal, if left to itfelf, might adtually
bring on an enquiry into the legality of their char-
ter, they thought it neceffary to comply, and
fitted out the thip and floop beforementioned.
Knight was fo confident of fuccefs, that he had
ftrong chefts made, bound with iron, to hold
the gold and copper-ore which he expected : his
mind was full of this fingle difcovery; and it.
was only to engage the Company in it the more
effeCtually, that he urged their obligations to find
outa north-weft paffage. However, as he did
make ufe of this argument, the Company could
do no lefs in their inftru&ions, than mention the
Straits of Anian, either as a paflage to the welt-
ern ocean, or to the mines; but how flightly
they have done it, and how lame and imperfect
their orders are, the reader may eafily perceive.
Knight’s inftruttions . are fo find the {raits of
Anian, 7z order to difcover gold axd oiber valu-
able commoedities to the northward. — Barlow is
prdered to go where Knight fball fend kim 5 but is
limited exprefly t0 the nerthward and weffwerd of
64 deg. i Hudfon’s-Bay. . Why they obliged
him not to fail to the fouthward of 64 deg. o
difcover - Anizn, which" lay in_near ;0 deg. lat
cannot be accounted for, unlefs it was to defeat
the difcovery ; nor why -weltward of -€; deg. lat
in the Bay, when no longitude was mentioned :
this feems to be a blunder; for I cannot fuppofe
: < 3 It
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it ignorance. Vaughan’s inftructions are the
fame, if they kept together; but in cafe of fepa-
ration, he was ordered to proceed to 64 deg. and
from thence nortberly, to fnd ont Anian: but
can any inftruétions be more abfurd, to confine
him to go from €4 deg. northward, to find a ftraie
which lay fouth-weft? The inftructions, in cafe
of Knight’s death, were the fame, #o fsil 20 64
deg. It is evident therefore, that the Company
had no intention to find out Anian, or a paflage
to the weftern American ocean, but only to. de-
feat Knight’s {cheme; and Anian was thrown in-
to their inftructions for a playfible pretence: and
indeed from fuch trifling paragraphs as were pro-
duced before the Committee, - it appears plainly,
that they made known only thole things that
fet their condu& in a favourable light; for they
were fenfible that their original books and papers
would have opened a very different {cene, and
-difproved the falfe reprefentations they have given
of the caountry, climate, and trade of Hudfon’s-
Bay. . ‘

: g—low far they were difgufted at this voyage, ap-
pears from their not interefting themielves in the
fafety of the Ships and their crews, having never
fent ‘to enquire after them. When Kelfey only
propofed to winter to the northward (as they
thought) of Churchill, they were exceedingly anx-
ious for him and his people; but poor Knight,
who they acknowledge bad long [evved: them faithful-
Jy, and whom they would have it believed they
had themfelves fent out upon-a very advantageous
difcovery, he was not worth their care: if they
had felt the leaft regard for him and his people,
they would have ordered the governor of Churchill
‘to enquire of the northern Indians - about
their thips, ~or have ordered out a-floop in
fearch-of them : but they did neither; - and fuch
? - cruel
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cruel negligence is not -very reconcileable with an
approbation of his. voyage.— At firft 'indeed it
was fuppofed that Scroggs had been fent north-
ward to enquire after them ; but, upon prodiicing
their inftrutions to Scroggs, nothing like this
appeared. - . ‘ o

. Tue laft and only fpecious pretence of an at-
tempt to difcover the north-weft paffage, was their
fending Napper and Crow to the northward, in
1737, at the folicitation of Mr. Dobbs : and the in-
ftrutions.: they gave for this purpofe were pro-
duced before the Committee, confifting of a letter to
Norton in N°. XVI, wherein they gave him in- ~
{ftruétions to fend thiem ; and of a paper in N°. XX,
which contains the inftructions drawn up for them
by Norton, by the Company’s order: but as the
inftructions are long, I fhall only extract the mate-
rial part of them. . ,‘

- To Mr. Norton af prince of Wales’s-fort, 6th
of Mazy, 1736. Wedo berely order, upon the arrival of
captain Spurrel exd captain Coates oz Churchill-river,
this year, which may probably be in July, 1736,
that you fit out the Churchill-floop, James Napper
mafier, and the Mufquath-floop, with all expedition
- for the fea,. the oneto carry twelve [ailors, and the
‘other fixs alfoto take three or four home Indians, and
2o fail direly as far as Sir T. Roe’s Welcome, #o
Jfind vut a proper Bay or barbour to lie [ecure in, and
trade with . the Indians; alfo to pitch a tent, on the
land, -and_make obfervations bow. far difiant from
trees, and what. the ol is, and to endeavour to promote
@ trade, by per[uading the Indians to kill whales, [ea-
borfes, and feals, for whale:finn, wvery, fealjkins
and oil,  in the beft manner they can, ufing them
very,civilly s and 2o acquaint themthet the floop will
return ihe next.opening of the ice, tothe [ame bay or
barboury. Se. . We likewife .order, that, the r1wa
D €4 . s
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Soops - be fitred out with all proper neceffaries, - and the
Jame number of men, earlythe next [pring, which maybe
the beginning of July, 1737, or fooner 5 and ibat they
be directed to fail clofe along the weftern foore, trading
with the Indians as far as the Welcome, and pitch o
tent on faid land, and oy there trading with the In<
dians, and digging in fearch of mines; and to obferve and
wiew the land, until the fbip fhall call on you which
goes ont of England next year, which we propofe to
give direétions to the commanders fo to doy and may
palfibly arrive 24th July, 17375 and in cofe fbe
arrive, you are'to [ai] with them as far to the north-
ward as poffible, and endesveur lo make what dif-
coveries you can, and keep a particular account of
every tropfaciion that fball bappen s but if the fhip
dow’t come before 20th Augult, 1737, yorare to
return o Churchill-river. — 7t is our order that the
maflers be very particular and exaf in [founding,
taking an account of the current of the tide, the rife
and foll ot ebb and bigh water, and the diffance
of the time of flood, end enter them in proper jour-
nals tg be delivered to the chief of the faffory, to
be tranfmitted to us. — We bave entertained Robert
Crow for two years; and appoint bim mafter of the
Mufquath-floop to proceed on the difiovery, in-com-
pany with Napper 3 and in cafe of Nappet’s death,
we appoint Mr. L' ght 20 be mafter of the Churchill
floop, and to proceed on the voyage. Thefe inftruc-
tions were fent to Norton s out of which hé forms
inftru&tions for Napper and Crow. Orders and
inftruétions to Mr. James Napper on his wvoyage
upon diftovery to the northward in Hudfon’s-Bay.
You are to toke the firft opportunity to fuil to the
northward iz Hudfon’s-Bay upon difcovery; incompany
with Crow, whofe company you are 1o keep as long
as you can do it with [afety; bis floop being of -lefs
draught of water, is fitteff 1o make free with the

! ‘ Joore,
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fhore, among iflands or inbaysy &S¢. - in orderto difcover
barbodrs of [afety for fhipping, or any thing elfe thas
‘may tend to the intereft of the Company. ~You are ta
Jail clife along -the -weftern thore; making: difeovery
into the Welcome, for a proper:-bay or barbour. - for
Jbips to lie'in, in’ or as-near the Welcome as con be
found, and to pitch 4 tent on land, making obferva~
tions, &c. Thefe you are to-enter in proper journals,
t0 be delivered to me or the chief of this faiory, to
be [ent to the Company, figning the original, the
copies to be kept here, which you are to make before
you arrive at the faflory., You are to trade with
all the natives you meet in Yyour voyage, and perfuade
them to kill whales, 8c. —to the purport of the
former inftrution, 2om are to continie upon dif-
covery-in or near the Welcome,' i/l the 24th- July,
and then make the beft of your way to Whale-cove,
there to wait a fbip’s arrival from England, making
there the beforementiond fearch for mines, &c. and
trading with the natives 7ill the 12th of Augufts
and if a fbip does not then arrive, you are to confult
with Crow and others, either to flay till the z20th
of Auguft, or to return to Churchill, as zbe
aeather offers, purfuant 2o the Company’s inftruc-
tions; but if a fhip arrives in ihat time, you are
to -fail with ber as far to the northward as poffidle,
and moke -what difcoveries you  can, entering alf
trenfaiions in o fournal,” s before mentioned. T
bave [bipped on bootd you thirteen weeks provifion
for eleven men.  So God fend you a fucce[sful difcovery
and ‘to return in [afety. — By order of the bonour-
+able the governor, deputy governor, #nd committes
of the Hudlon’s-Bay Company. Prince of Wales's-
forty July 4th, 1737, wers copia.; Crow’s ine
ftruCtions. are the fame, only in cafe of feparation
before they. get:to Whale-cove, " after waiting a
few days, to veturnto Churchill-rivers "~ - T
. P L . ’ N HE
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. TuE reader, Edoubt not, has obferved a material
. dlifference betwixt. the inftrudtions -fent by _the
Company_and thofe given by Norton: whether
jt-was'gwing to 2 blunder of Norton’s, or origi-
nally intended by the Company, I fhall not pretend
to determine ; butit could deo ne lefs than defeat
the difcovery. . The Company order -zbe floops fo
8o to the Welcome, and wait  for fhips they will
order. ‘to meet them there, from England, which
2hey expest -may be by the 24th July, 1737 5 and if
they ervive, to foil with them o the northward;
but if they do not come by the 20th of Auguft,
then- 2o make the bef of their way to Churchill:
but Norton . bids them continue upen difcovery,
.in_or near the Welcome, till the 24th of July;
and then to. make the beft of their way to Whale-
cove, - and there to wait a fbip’s arrival from Eng-
land till the 12th of Auguft; and if the thip
thould arrive there by this time, then to Jail with
them 2o the northward ; but if fbe fhould not by
that time arrive, then fo confuit with Crow and
others, whether fo wait /[ the 20th, or fo return
immediately zo Churchill. But if the Company
had aually intended to order any thip to call
from . England, it .muft, in confequence of their
own inftrultions, have called at the Welome, and
not at W hale-cove, as Norton has diretted, who, by
‘changing the place of rendezveus effeGtually de-
Lated the difcovery.. il fuch thip arrived, they
were only direed ro f2il along the weft-coatt to the
Welcome, and there to lock out for a barbour; but
not to fearch for inlets, ar make any obfervations buts
about thé bearings of head-lands, . foundings, and
currents 5 nor. 2o d any ghing tare but.encowrage. the
natives-#o cazeh whales;. &e. .and..after. the arrival
of - the. fbip, -they were to proceid upon the.difcovery:;
but even then. were limited to fearch, o the horth-
ward of 7be Welcome, without any order to fearch
fouth-
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fouthward.” Now it is apparent; thatno- -fhips were
ordered to meet thefe peoplée from- Eng}and-ﬂf
they were, the ‘Compariy-could and’ ought to have
produced .their inftrutions for- that purpofes
which not doing, they tacitly confefs ‘that- they
never ordered any thips to meet them; nor per=
haps ever intended it. It is probable-therefore,
that - private inftrutions’ weré ‘given to Norton;
counter to thofe they gave 'publicly for the floopss
for the ﬁoops did not at all" follow -thefe' public
inftruttions. * It is plain by their”journal, " that
they had no intention to fail to-the Welcome,- but
only to Whale-cove, in 62 deg. 30 min; norto
fail northward, till after they “could procuté no
more trade there. They flaid €ll the 27th July,
'pretendmor they were blocked up by ice; tho’
Smith inthree ot four voyagesafter this, met with
no obftruétions from the ice ; and then Crow fays;
the 27th (for Napper was ‘dead): there  Being~ o
more trade, and bemmg limited' by our infirultions to
. returnthe 24th, we could not fail to 63 3 deg. 20 min.
as we were ordered, but returned to Churchﬂl “they
no where miention their expecation of ‘a thip ; nor
was 63 deg. 20 min. whither Crow fays he was
ordered, any part of the “Welcome, which: lay:
from 64 to 65'deg. nor have they in their Journals
made any obfervauons upon the foil, -tides, mines,
&c. as direted in the inftrutions which are pub-
fithed. Upon the whole 1t appears, that not any of
thefe papers ‘can be depended upon as genuiné;
being modelied to fecure a felfith concealment of
the countries ‘about the Bay, to the pre_]ud1ce of

the intereft and rights of Britain. |
Havine now ‘gone through the Companys
“orders and inftractions for- pxomourw' ‘trade. and
difcoveries, I'fhall make fome obfervations upon
the other papers rroduced before the Committee 3
a"xd ﬁri‘c upon thefe im No. XXIand XXII, con-
3 tajning
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taining: the Company’s reafons for trebling their
flock, “firft in 1690, and. afterwards in 1720.
In September, 1690, it was moved . by [everal in
@ committee. to double.or treble their fiock, as bath
een, defigned fome years fince, and. prafiifed by an
other. Company with extraardinary “fucce[s and ad-
vantage, .who upon debate unanimoufly voted it to be
¢rebled.  "They then confulted the many motives to
do it : and being defirous to make the flock as diffufive
amongft his majeity’s_fubjeéts as poflible, and.more
and more a national mteref’c to_jufkify their prozeed-
ings, they [et down. fome af the gromzds and motives
which induced them to treble it, viz. Firlt, that
they bad in their warchoufes above the value of thesr
original, Jfock.  Secondly, that they bad [int out
an their fbips ‘and cargo that yeer above the value
of their firft frock, upon which they. expested as much
profit.. 'Thirdly, zhat their faffories at Port-Nelfon,
and New- Severn, are under.an. increafing trade, and
that  their returns that year they expefied wonld
be worth £ 20,000. Fourthly, . their forts, fac-
2ories, guns, &c. and the profpelt of new fettlements
and further trade, may be eftimated at a confiderable
valie. And F:fthly, the expectation of [atisfattion
from France at the end of the war, and re/?armg
their places and trade at the bottom of the Bay;
which, upon proof, was made out chove L 100,Coq.
Upon  which motives and other prudentm/ reafons
which ngbt be alleged, the commiitee. didy and do,
unanimonyfly re_'[alfve and declore; that the orzgma[
Jhock fball be and is trebled, viz. £ 10,500, origipal
Sock fball be deemed and computed ot £, 31,500, ]{o’dz
or credit 5 and each intereffent. /Zm[l bave tsis. flock
trebled in the Company’s kooks; opd-#s perfon: fball
bave o vote who bas lefs than ,(: 300 credit 5 nor be
copable of being of the committee, whobas not £ 600
Sock or credit 5 and fo proportionably inafl other things,
according to the charter.— It muft be owned, - that

fome
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fome of their reafons for trebling -their ftock are
unexceptionably good, particularly. thofe of mak-
ing it more diffulive amongft. ell bis majeftys fud-
Jeéts, ~and ~more awd more a national intereft;
ind the baving as much more in their wareboufes
as their original flock, provided it was to bead-
ded to their ftock in trade to increafe their annual
exports. -But how they could urge the: profpect
of their. gains upon theyear’s - trade; -ori-the
- money - funk in building their factories, or. their
future demand upon the French, as additionsto
their ftock, is not quite fo comprehenfible: nor
is it ealy to account, how their loffes by. the French
thould, upon fofmall a capital as £ 10,500, amount
to £ 100,000, {or{f 150,000, as was. {et. forth
in their petition to parliament, ds an “inducement
to pafs an.at for a perpetual confirmation of
their charter;) for their whole lofs was confined
to'the {mall faltories at Rupeért; -Moofe,. and Al-
bany, which could ‘not amount to the tenth part:
of that fum; unlefs they included in the eftimate,
the gain they might have made upon their trade in
the time they were out of poffeffion. Neither
can Ifee, when no new fubfcriptions were taken
in; how the trebling their ftock could make it
mere diffufive amongft the reft of bis majefty’s fub-
fefts, which was the only good national reafon
for taking this flep. Asthe whole was nominal,
it could be of no real benefit to the proprietors,
nor to the nation, unlefs they had determined to
treble their annual exports: it can therefore only
be “fuppofed, that having juft obtained anact-to
confirm their charter for feven years, they thought
it prudent to make a fhow of doing fomething to
increafe their trade, that they might be entituled
to a renewal when that aét expired; an expeéta-
tion, by the way, not very fubitantially founded,
as the alt was alteied by the Lords, from ten y.e'a;s,

: or
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for which: term it had -paffed the Commons; {5
feven ‘years;- and.as the Commons, having been
almoft furprized into a confirmation of their char-
ter for ever,  upon their granting it only for a few
years, -entered a {’candmo- order that no petition
thould be received- for conﬁrmmg any charter;
vnlefsthe ‘charter~ itfelf: was annexed.to the peti-
tion. . .But. it-isevident, that the chief motive for
trebhng their: ftock~‘was; that. their . dividends
would “appear: fmaller upon a large nominal capi-
tal,:than upon a real fmall capital; the only good
reafon. for trebling their ftock, the making it moré
diffufive - amongft bis: majefly’s fubjests,. and more
and #wore a national intereft, having never taken
place; for the ftock :is. not fet up to public fale,
but confined to about ninety members,. as appears
by their lift of propnetors produced beforc the
Commlttee :

No. XXTI,. contams teafons and refolutxcms for
the Hudfon’s-Bay Company again trebhncr theu‘
flock in1720.

AT a commxttee, 29th Auguft, 1y20. T
cammzﬁee, “purfuant to the order of the general
court, - baveng taken - into confideration thé moff
proper method_for raifing money for enlarging and
extending the Company’s trade to Hudfon’s-Bay. and
Bufs-illand 3 and for the more effeitual putting.in
execution tbe powers and . privileges grauted them by
their- charter, do, make the following refolutions, viz.
That ‘according to the beft account and - calculation
that can be made of the quick and dead flock and
barids; the fame may be  computed. to  cmount to
£g4,::oo, -6t a moderate- computation.

- TBAT the joint or capital fock of this Cmpm_y
e enlarged to- [, 378,000, and divided ints 3%80
Jhares -of £ 100-each; and ‘that the prefent flock
being- £, 31,500, or 315 fbaves; be made and reckoned
945 Shares; -and wvelwed ot [ 100 . each fbare,

which
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wwbich anbinis to £ 94,500, and fo be clear and
difcharged of all the payments to be made for enlarg:
ing the flock to. £ 378,000, That the - Jum of
£ 288,500 be raifed by the prefent members, “and
2o be engrafted on the prefent: fiock, valuiig each
fhare ‘at L 100, to compleat the [uid [f-378,000.
That each member for every £ 160 by bim Jubferited,
foall be entituled to one fhare in the Company’s frotki -
That the times-of payment-be- as follows, viz.: L 16

. per cent. ‘paid the yth of September next’s “f 16
per cent. on'the- 6th™ of Deceisher next s -and o on,
£ 10 per cent. - every three months, il the- Whilgis
paid in. That a proper. mjfrummt be prepared: for
thefe purpofes, and the Company’s feal affixed thérets s
and that fuch of the prefent members as dre wzlimg
may fubferibe, obliging thimfelves to° advariie dhd
raife fuch fums as they (ball fet down againft theip
refpeitive names. That no member fball be capaple
of being governor, or of the commitiee, who bas ot
1nbis own name and right £ 1800, or 18 fhires. in
the ftock 5 and of giving a vote in any eleflion, or
dany general court, who bas not f; goo, or g Thatesin
the fock 5 which refolzdzom were unanimofly’ dgreed
to, and ordered to be laid before the gemeral court
the wnext dﬂy,-—- wbub t/oe court  mext day Nﬂ‘
frmed:

AT 2 general court 23d Decemﬁer, 1720 ~
The governor: acquczzm‘ed the conrt, that by reﬂfok
of the prefent fearcity of money ond dedidnefs “of
«credit,  the - commitiee did not think it a proper--time
‘fo proceed upon the fubfersption agreed to in Auguft
tafts and then ordeved the fesretary to read’ the opi-
nion of the committee of this:day; viz.— Refolved
that it is the opinion. of -the: committee, that the
faid [ubfeription be vacated ; and that the Company’s
feal be taken off from the’ faui infirument. ~—— And;
T bat each fu!yfcrz&er ﬁal[ }Jazfe ,{,' go _/fock for zzzclv
U 1o
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L. 10- 8y, bim paid in,— which refolntions were a=

greed to by this court. - e
“In thefe refolutions of trebling their fto¢k, the
‘only reafons alleged- for it were, the enlarging and
extending their trade to Hudfon’s:Bay and Bufs-
ifland’s {o' that the unanimous opinion at this time
was, that their trade might be enlarged and ex:
tended by increafing their capital and ftock - in
trade; -and that at leaft £ 94,500 might be an-
nually employed in trade; -for that fum was de-
figned actually to have - been raifed, over and a-
bove the prefent ftock in trade. Butall the late
allegations of the Company before.the Committee,
tended  to -fhew, that the trade could not be ex-
tended or increafed; and that they had done their
utmoft for this, by exporting annually goods to
the value of three or four thoufand pounds. If
this had . been -the “cafe alfo in 1720, and the
Company neither intended nor had it in their
power to'extend the trade, the new fublcription
taken from their own members muft have been
defigned as a bubble, to draw in others who were
pot proprietors; by which each member would
gain in cath £ 200 per cent, and the. Company
acually have £ 94,50¢ paid in cafh, which, ac-
cording to their own declaration, could not have
been -employed in trade. To explain this; the
Company, before they took in the new fubfcrip-
tion, -trebled their nominal ftock by a grofs com-
- putation of - their dead . and living ftock, lands,
&c. which had in like manne: been done before
in 1690, by a computation produced, from
4 10,500 to ;’ 1,500 ; but now, without any com-
putation produced, to £ 94,500: this nominal
ftock they were to increafe to £ 378,000, by add-
ing a fubfeription from their own members of
£ 283,500 to be made in payments of £ 10 per
cent every three months, till the whole was railed.
a Now



| _ (49 )

~Now' if this" £10 per -cent:was'to:be -paid
- upon their newly ‘trebled capital of £ 94,500,
: £.9450 would have been paid in :every - three
- monthsy and the whole fubfcription’of £ 283,500
-completed .in feven ‘years : anda. half: but if
~only £ 3150 was tote paidinevery three months
- upon their former capital of £ 31,500,:thentwenty-
two years and a half would have: been ! neceffary
1o .complete’ the whole fum's which could not an-
-{wer the 'end propofed, of extending and improv-
-ing their trade in anyreafonable time: and yet-it
- appears from their. increafed capital in Ne. XVIII,
‘that the £ 1o per cent paid in amounted . to 'no
more: than £ 31504 for tho’ at the general court
- the:members were. allowed. £ go ' flock: for .each
- £ ¥otthey had paid-iny’ /their: icapital was: increafed
only from - £ 94350010 £ 103,500, :produced
‘before :the’ Committee " as- the prefent :capital.
‘How then was the fiim: of "L 283,500, to:be
‘raifed .in:feven yéars:and a ‘half 2.\ Why probably
thus;e~every member was allowed a/fhare’'of £:30
ftock for every £ 16.he paid- in,: and :confequent-
Ay £ go6 for: f 1oo:: - Now: by -bringiag. ;this
L1060 fhare: ‘to marlket, he-would: have have got
£ 3005 and the' purchafer have fiocd pofiefied of
three fhares "inthe. Company’s ftock ef: £izc0
-each. #So thatoby-the . time .the ‘whole was com-
~pleted; the original members. would have received
£ 3895000 for. theitwidwnf:;ufe-, ;and «the..Coin-
.pany-£' 94;500: tol:be empleyed: in: tradeyioriin
“any: way: they - pléafed; and [this vdéfign feeins
-only tolrhave been frujtrated by thefudden fall of
: fouth- feazand’-other: ftocks,: which.deprived them
-of ipurchafers:: however; :they - fueceeded forfar
«asito “raife their. nominal s frock fromy 31,500 to
! £iro35500./ It {8~ fcarce worth-mentioning, “that
one of the refolutions pafled in this Committee
of Auguft 25th 17zo,d.by which every“maii who.
aiy % & hag
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has not nine fhares of £ 100 "each, is deprived of
- his right to vote at any eleCtion or in ‘any general
court, is a manifeft violation of their charter
- which exprefly fays, that each member fhall have
- one vote for every £ 100 he has in ftock, and fo pro-
- portionably for more or lefsy ten perfons having
- only £ 10eachina joint ftock, to have one vote
amongft them. . : :

By the ftandard of their trade in No. XIX, we
may fee how vaft a price is charged to the na-
- tives upon the goods given them ‘in exchange
. for their furs, which are all valued by the beaver
fkin as the ftandard. Thus for a quart of Eng-
lith fpirits which the Company export ~at fix-
pence, and before they fell it to the natives mix it
with one third water, which reduces it to four-
- pence ; ‘they take a beaver fkin, which has been
fold at the Company’s fale, at a medium of ten
: years +, for fix fhillings three farthings the pound
weight, and abeaver fkin generally weighs a2 pound
- and half; fo that they. get nine fhillings and one pen-
ny for four pence, which is £ 2700 per cent profit.
- Upon other articles not fo material they do not gain
above £ 500 or £ 600 per cent::but in exchange
for martins the profit is double .of that upon
« beaver ; for they value three martins only as one
beaver, and thofe, at a medium of ‘ten years,
. have fold for fix fhillings afkin. Itappears:alfo from -
* the ftandard, that one third more:is.charged upon -
. many. articles at. Nelfon and Churchill-fattories,
: than at Moofe and 'Albany ; thofe- fattories being
- farther from the Freach, who till within thefe
few years had net intercepted the trade there;
- and not content even with this extravagant pro-
. fit, the fattors .are allowed to fell-their . goods
_ confiderably above the ftandard, ‘which is called

+ See N°, XXIV. p
the
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the profit- upon “the overp‘us trade: yet with
all this advance upon their goods, the profit of
the -Company- is  reduced, by the expence of’
managément; thipping, factories, officers and-
fervants, to-a-little more than [ 200 per- cent.
For' by" a medium of ten years tradé, (1\°
X XIV ) their fales amount annually to' £ 27 3541
5: 5%3 and- their expences, N° XXIH, to
£ 19,4172 82 67 their nett. profit therefore, at
the fame ‘medium, amounts to,(,' 7936°: 16: 1133
which upon £ 3674: 3+ 13, their annual ex-
port’ at the' fame medium, is about £ 216 per-
cent-- proﬁt upon- the annual " ftock in trade, and!
near £ 7% upon the nominal capital of £103,950:
But this "expence would be confiderably leffened,
except in the article of freight, if the trade was -
laid -open, -the countries- fetded,‘- and pofleffions-
fecured witheut charge ; whilft both the exports
and imports would be vattly-increafed, perhaps
to one- hundred times the prefent value, as we
find it is in other colonies; and here is a - fcope -
of ‘country fufficient, by proper cultivation” and-
due: encouragement to the "natives, to fupport.
the computation.

* In the hift of - fubfcrlbers in N°.' VII, which are-
rated at about ninety, the King’s hame is placed ac-
the head ; but the King was ot originally a pro-
prietor, merely as King, and confequently can be
none: now - without having- been a purchafer : all
‘that is referved by the charter for him, is.two elks
and two. black beavers, as often as he fhall land in.
thofe.countries. However, withinthefe twenty years,
the Company have. made three or four payments,
by way of douceur, to her late Majefty, and fince:
her death to his prefent Majefty : tho® the frft
payment- was not made till Mr. Dobbs had firft -
follicited them, and’afterwards the admiralty, to
fend out- fhips- for- the. dxfcpvery of a north-weft:

) d2 : - paffage
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paffages when being apprehenfive that the lecahty
of their- charter might be brought into quettion,
they thought it prudent to endeavour tofecure an in-
tereft in. the government : they therefore attended Sir
Robert. W alpoxe, and informed: him that there
was'an arfear due from them to the late .queen
Mary, - amounting, to feveral thoufand- poands,
which- they apprehended the prefent gueen. .was
entitled - to, as no part. of it had been-paid to
queen Anne, alleging that queen Mary was a
proprietor; in v1rtue, Ifuppofe, of her relation-
fhip 0. Prince Rupert, who was an original, pro- |
prietor. AccordmOIy, 3 fum, at -the rate-of }
two or three hundred pounds per anaum profic
upon the trade, was paid to Sir Robeért upon his
Majefty’s account ; - and-while he continued in the
treafury, another fmall fum was paid wpon the §
fame account; and ﬁnce tI at time two -other §
fmall fums, which the treafury was obliged to re- §
ceive 1mp]1c1tly, for the - Co_x_ngany exeufed them- &
feives from producing their books upon this oc- |
cafion, tho’ -urged to do it as the only -authentic §
proof, thar his  Majely was entitledto. any §
fhare,” and that the fum pald was __t})g_ exgé‘r a-
mount : of it:  /The cirevmitances of which. be- j
havmur evxdently thew; - with -what. view . they

'made th1s facrifice;. and. wn’h what 'view. they:

now -piace - the-King’s -name a¢ the head of the
Iift. of proprzetors 3 httle refleCting, that-if -at-any,
time. -their monopoly, “and - Chazter, _ihoulc‘s be
proved illegal,: .and:injurious -to- the -
Britain,; -his Majeﬁy would be- iaduced to fkreen
thgm by any furre;aeer j:ha.t 18 A - then' power
to--make; . s 2l 5o

~Ir swas’ ﬁ}fpeé‘ed,v,

7 d upon orood. foundat;cm,,

= thae the Committee” of ithe Compan;y, which -is
" edective. -by.the charter;-- had ; :made - themfelves:

abiomte Jand undr;mgcstble, - byt engroffing the
£ol a2 greater

~ s
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crreater part of the flock; fo that no ceneral
court could oblige them to produce their boolw
nor call them to an. account even for the
grofleft mxfmanagenﬂent At the requeft, there-
fore, of the petitioners,’ it was moved,..that the
Company fhould be ordered to givein: alift of
their proprietors, diftinguithing how many fhares
each perfon pofiefled of the ftock, .that _itf'
‘might appear in how, few hands the bqu of it
lay: but this being ﬁronoly oppoled,  from I
perfuafion that a comphance with it would ex poze
the fecrets of the- Company,‘ and’ that it wis
matter of mere curicfity ‘and. of no 1mportance
to the pubhc, who lield the ftock s and ‘the petx-
tioners, apprehendm “that debating “thefe points
would. too much retard thie principal . bufinefs,
this' miotion “was withdrawn ; "and alfo anocher
motion made to oblige the Company.-to” ”Iodcre
thexr orwmal books ;- e by which laft ftepl” all’ ;hg
ev‘dc ce tH t Could “be brought agamf’c them,
was limited to" thofe who -cither were or. ‘had ‘been
their fervantss no others having been at’ the Bay
exccpt the people “of tl.c chicovery Ihlpsh_yvhp
hzd -no meaps ‘of judomo how aﬁ'_a;rs,‘we.re aﬂ—
mlmf’tered ‘there.” ' p

“In, N°, 11 “the. Company cnve 2l of'mne
veflels, .which ‘they Eft nd | thcy tiad “firted out
upon the difcovery. of a north-weft paﬁ”aue ;N_but
by théit m”cruéhon 'alreadj cited, i appears, that
there. were_only five:fent’ Juapon that expedition;
two with Knmht, two. with Napper ‘'and." one
with Scrogas., Of the four others here méntioned,
two were the  Profperous-floop . Under Hen:y
Kelfey,. and the Succefs John. Hancock_ the firlt
failed from York-forr, June - 19th, -and 1l
from Churchill, Julyi2d, 1719, and. both” Tettrns
ed the roth of Auou{’c.',‘ Thefe had ; no mﬁru&mns
about the paﬁ'aoe, theit ‘bufinefs was only to try

d
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to bring down the northern Indians to  trade at
Churchill, where the Company the year before
had fixed a fattory; and Norton was fent by
land -for. the fame purpofe, and to enquire about
the mine : for it is not probable that they would
fend out Kelfey and. Hancock the fame year with
Knight, unlefs they had given them inftruftions
to difcover in concert with him, which they did
not. The lalt two - were the fame floop under
Kelfey, who failed 26th June, 1721, upon the
fame account as before, and returned the 2d of
September ; and with her, her old confort the
Succefs then under Napper, who was loft four
days after in the ice near Churchill. So that
thefe additional floops feem to be inferted only
to make.an oftentatious and falfe thew of their
great zeal for the dilcovery of a north-weft
paffage. C

N°. XXV contains orders given by the Hud-
for’s-Bay Company to their prefent chief faGors in
the Bay, fo far as they relate to the government
of the fattories. - :

I mave little to obferve upon thefe orders, and
believe that they may be proper enough for the
fecurity "of their forts in time of war, confider-
ing how very weak they are, and what a fmall
number of ‘men there is to defend them. There
is one piece of an inftru@ion indeed that does
them honour, which they firft mention in their
letter to Ifbefter at Albany in 1745, and repeat
it to him in 1746, and alid to Pelgrim at Prince
of Wales’s:fort in 1747, and to Newton at York-
fort in'1748, recommending [obriety to them and
gheir fercants, that' they may. be capable of making
@ Vigorous defence if  attacked, But there is 3
patég_ggpll addrefled o -captain  John Newton
perfonally, annexed to the inftractions fent jointly
to_him and council, sth May, 1748, which con-

LS A SSS S/ s tains
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tains a very. extraordinary evidence of the refor-
mation of the Company’s Committee; and is the
firft inftance, fince the peace of Utrecht, of their
thewing any concern. for the religious welfare
of their fervants.

Y.ondon, sth May, 1748.
Cai:tairi John Newton, o

JASTLY, having vepofed fuch @ confidence as to
e Dlace you at the bead of our beff faftory, we .
expet that all owr [ervants under your command,
will, by your example, be encouraged to a religious
obfervance of the Lord’s day, to virtue and fobriety;
and that by your moderation, they may meet with
Juch treatment, as may make them love as well as
fear you, which will conduce muck to your eafe,

and our intereft s in full bopes of which we commit
you o the divine proteition.

Hzrs feem to be the dawnings of a chriftian
fpirit ;_and had it ever appeared before, and its ex-
cellént” dictates been fincerely followed, the caufes
of complaint againft the Company would have
been confiderably leflened: but never to have
fent overa clergyman to any of their fatories,
nor fhewn the leaft concern for the religion and
morality of their fervants, was furely capital. I
would not willingly leflen the merit of the exhor-
tation’ laft quoted; but for the fake of truth it .
muft be obferved, that it was not fent .over till .
after. feveral hearings againft the Company, be-
fore his Majefty’s attorney and follicitor-general, -
upon a reference made to them by the Lords of
his Majefty’s moft honourable privy council, of the.
merits of a petition from.the Commirtee of the

. a4 T b
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" fubferibers for difcoveringa north-weft paffage;
in-which'their Barbaiity  to the natives and their
fervants, ' was proved by ftindry affidavits, having
never ‘attemnpted: to civilize the one, or ‘fent over -
a clergyman for the inftruction “of the other,~
nor kept up the leaft appearance of religion in
any faétory in thic Bays‘yet I do not pretend to
aflign thefe circumftances of danger as the metive
of this new concern for tlie ‘fpiritual - welfare of
their people; nor of the following direftions fent
at the fame_time to Mr.. Ifbefter and CQL,nCd at
Pfince of Wale les’s-fort,, Vizw—23d 5 Arwe baue'.
nothing move af -beart then the pre; fervation of our--
Jabtevies; the’ [ecuriry of “vir peopls, and “the in-"
créfrﬁe of ozv tre t’e, therefore we divéfF that - mtbﬁzg’. ,
may be vmittedy “rhar way fredgthen the farmer’
and’ exjeﬂd b2 te?f” to iubi(b end we j‘rz.fl{y o,d
thit all {Jzﬁﬁhe gniouragement ‘be” given 5 the'n
tives, By bréating “theis ¢ivilly, tud “denling’ NETC N
awith z‘?a’ i o 2 acmf Gons s and we récatiend it Fo
Joi to ufe our [ervants wider “Your ‘commitind “in fuch*>
MANHEYy zbm‘ they may q/fem as well as_fear Yot
Ifinftrudi onfhiat‘zef“ pfotced f’ro‘
punction 'and> 2 “luﬁ‘:.
mife _“dui‘" ‘part ‘of rhé"end.aimed” at” by ¥
"cbéeg ing acami‘c’t‘hcm 15 obtam T and 4
they i) fg i
to B "Brought 'acramﬁc them, ~y«
m,mufa?tm IS c ’QF G reat Britz
enoa"h"go kécp Sfieffion of tieird! i v
able’; hb‘nopolz ”IhoPe tL,e) ‘will'give no room f’oy
the. &ppticatio "‘ﬁ“f 2 c;h’fure, thaf is dué only o
:he ci* 9‘%&‘ of “the” p’r?nce “of” rthccnte HEShe

v ‘,z“z‘%;- t,? e u.\zk L@GJ
‘ﬁé 0, z7 zJﬂs wé’»l : i

T:zws‘g are Ch all ¢ .t’f_k“, J’ﬁ‘{- conf
by the Company béﬁOre"tﬁ%‘ smnittee. Thereo -

iy rcmains”to B confide ed the “evidehct’of the"
witnefles
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witnéfles which they thought - proper to pro\.dce
in their defence: thefe’ weré only. two, ‘captain’
Caruthers, whofe evidence I have already cited”in"
my obfervations upon* nght $¥oyage, and Mr. -
Henry Sparling urerchant ‘and “fiirrier; and 2 pro-
prietor of the Company. ~This gentleman; as-
fome perfons have infinuated, - was called upon ‘to
give’ his: opinion of the furs Which the ‘Company.
imported, vafid alfe to difcredit ‘the: account ‘of
thie French ' gettig Hudfon’s- Bay furs 5 but’ prins’
cipally ‘to fupport his own affidzvit, ‘made’ on the'
hearing  before the ‘attorney anid roihmtor general;’
14t Fludfor’s- Bay ermines and- fgmrrels were. “l?f
Sinall ~waliigy “and” alfo the afidavit made by An-
thony Lutkins and Nicholas Lewis, - that they were’
70t “worth - one penny per dozen 5~ whicly brought*
on ‘another “affidavit, * zbas: upon guing 10 & far
vier' 2o enquire ‘the - price ‘of - Fudfon’s-Bay er-"
wlines, “undgr & pretence of purchofing  [ome, the:
fzzmer /md, t"ley generally - Were fold for about
two thilling's 4 piece.”

“Brow Mr.- Spirling’s bemg e'xarmned aboutJ
{kins and pel;z, be produced & deer’s ﬁrz from Hud-

~

ion.s-Bay" of holes, and faid there was nok one
i ten “that 45 not' fo's - bur “itben killed at ons’
Jeifon of, z‘f’e‘}'&fr the Jefe wanof wpparént, till tﬁzj

WETE drej/?d fr0il 5 adding, that #be-Virginia decrs
Sis aje wiich more vzzlzméle —-I-’e faxd ﬂmt erifi ej
aid fgiivrel-fins from Hi '
Peying c’r{ﬁom fory, ‘t?ye‘i‘z{,'/z‘fq’uz’??leﬁ'iﬂ h‘ing fold for

drf}fmg @ piece, after pesing o bol ;@enrya’uﬁy -that hn
bl ﬁoug/dt ' brmisngs from 1he Bay of a long tin. 2, B

hjff [fm%zﬁgj Wi Siberia; To prove this ke’ pradz{cm"
tzzm’ t’f’ﬂffﬂﬁ( ]%’;;z 156, By, “ane' the beft, the *otlm”

onld pzck cut of .4 parcely; and” om
5 nd faid “that tbz Sibéria ermines:
_/b]f ’from e Bl to gne fbilling and’ iR
earh™ be ‘Hher “prodicced tovs Siberia Jquirvels
iend two from the Bay.-— He faid farther,

that
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that be. had aniual- accomnts from Rochelle of
what- furs the French imported, <which all came
there; and that they imported. three or four hun<
dred martins annnally, .. and with them. a  fwall-
quantity of Hudfon’s-Bay furs.— This is the fub-
ftance -of. his evidence. .
‘It had' been ftrongly uraed aoamﬂ; the Com- -
pany, that they-did not endeavour . to_encreafe
and extend their fur-trade as they  ought; that
the French carried away many of thar rich furs .
from the inland at the heads of their fettlements;
that by not. fending up perfons to trade upon -
the rivers and lakes, great numbers of deer and .
buffalo fkins were loft, the natives having no
conveyance for them down the rivers but {mall.
birch-canoes; and, that a great many other.kinds
. of furs might be. had, if the natives. were not
difcouraged from taking them, on account of the.
high price of the. Company’s goods, . fuch as.
white. hares, ermmes, and {quirrels, Mr. Spar-
ling’s teftimony was intended to invalidate this.
charge ; ;and. with that view he. produced the deer,
ermine, and fquirrel:fkins. . :
Tue deer-fkin he produced was, prob?bly the .
v1lef’c he could pick out, full of holes, and kills
ed at an improper feafon, for - deer-fkins, like
other pelts and. furs, have.their . feafon. At one..
time of the year they are .troubled. Wlth an in-_
fe& that eats holes in their fkins,- a diforder.
called the warbles, of which, however, they are..
- perfectly cured before. winter; . but ‘if the deer h
are killed at this. feafon, the fkins muft unavoid-."
ably have. holes ..in" them; and is that a reafon.
why the natives fhould not be encouraged to kill,
them: at a proper feafon, by allowing a Juft,
price for good fkins? Had the mttwes any rea-
fon to expe@t that their care ‘would be rewarded,’
they -would never. kill deer out of feafon, unlefs
hunger -
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hunger obliged them; and if they were civilized,.
they would ralfe tame cattle for their fubﬁftence,
and hunt only for profit. It is notorious,- that as
good . deer-fkins have been brought from Hud-
fon’s- -Bay, .as from other parts of America; and
the Company in their inftruétions. to Norton,
have exprefly ordered him to fend over deer as
well as moofe and elk-fkins, which they would not
have done but from a knowledge of their value.

It appears from the Company’s own account
of their fales in N°. X, that deer-fkins, accord-
ing as they were taken in feafon or not, have fold
from two fhillings to four fhillings and nine-

nce per {kin; and, ata medium of ten years,
at two thillings and eleven-pence halfpenny : but
at a medium of ten years, the number brought
over annually was but three hundred forty-fixs
when, if trade had been extended up the rivers’
and lakes, they might probably have imported
two or three hundred thoufand annually, which
if killed in feafon, and properly drefied by
the Indians, would have fold for ten- fhillings
per {kin,
~ MRr. SparLING next produced two ermines
from the Bay extremely bad, and one from Si-
beria extremely good; fo good that a Ruflia
merchant who examined it, faid, that he had
a prefent of choice ermines- lately fent him from
Ruffia, and in the whole parcel, which might be’

prefumed were not bad, there was not afkin better
than that. The two American ermines were pre-

tended to be the beft and worft of a parcel;
but then it was a parcel that contained none but bad
{kins killed out of feafon, for they were ill colour-
éd, {mall, and almoft without fur, The ermmes,
kae the hares and partridges in cold countries,
turn white in winter, exceptthe tips of their ears
a.nd tails; and 1f taken out of feafon bef;l)re
taey
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they recover their colour; ‘of the your:b pries.ate
full"grown, -they ‘thuft- nmeﬁ'arﬂy “be “{mal], -ill
coloureds -and ‘bate of fur. The fame’may ‘be’
faid- of {quirrels, - with regard to fize; and good~
nefs of fur: -and thofe bad ermines and - fquirrels:
are conftantly  killed by the Company’s fervarits
and home Indians at’ improper feafons,” who ave
no encouragement to kil ‘them in the nght ﬁ:afon 5
and ‘they are fent over:at random; ‘n“{ialt | far-
ééls, “For “the fake of whit they 'may - accident-
aHy produce. But to fhew how far his great ‘zeal
has' carried” him'-beyond "the point’ which it wag
neceﬁ'ary for him’ to keep in view, i n' ordér to
pieierve a conﬁﬁ'ency between his ‘own’andthel
€‘ompany’s atcournt ” of this matters ‘we, need “on
Fr-dook into N X, which fpecifies'; the- E'xcé of
fuirs "4t their fales, - and mtg N° XXIV an:h’
fgédiﬁes thé! numberTas well as” price’; ©and if
W;H*Cappear ‘that " in" ten- - years ‘fale there’was’ onlfy
One: dreicle’ of - fevemeen ermmes, ancﬁ {$1d”
oite ‘fhilling ‘and * five- pence per.“1kin; a&high %
the “beft’ Sibeéria” ermines, - which- ‘Sparlifig’ hunfe
acknowledges fell generally from. one fhilling 3
one ﬁzllzng and Jix-pences”. and yet‘ t,azﬁ zfre mt
wort?a ‘paying cuffom: for. T

“THE next ‘articléche” produced of ‘the 'conteht§
oF 'his budget; * was “fquirrels, .W’hrch ot " the I
falé ‘he fays fold f0/' a farﬂymg 6! Picce, "an
baé;jﬂemzy ‘duty. - But* fiom “the” faime” papers” it
dppears, “that in"a" ’ Courfe of ten’ y Ars fale
rel-fkins " were ‘fold “for- five years, viz. 2
174,7. at “4d X each, ;27 i 1744 at 44 2éach,
2070 in 1745 at 143, 7540 1746 at o0y
the " wh_oe ‘and ‘500" m To4y A Er s !
whole 10" that there ~were two fales” at "whxcb.
fqmrref fkins, when probably in “full feafon, fold
at'4d % each ; one fale; “when more out &f feafon,
az 1 d L5 and twd fales, “wheh quite Gut of “feafon;

or
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or: 111 faved, at.abouta halfpenny “eack 776 for
donble the przce that Sparling. upon _his- evidénice
rated them : af;. which'' 'however -is . fomiéthing

more . modeft: than the price fixed by 'Lutking
and::Lewis, ‘who  in " their:" refpeétive - - affidavits
had afferted, that they were not worth a penny‘ 4
dozen. - But'if - furs ‘are: thud blown upenat
market, ronly -‘becaufe sthey- are  killed-out "of
feafon, or ill faved, muft therefore ‘no encourage-
ament ke given to. kill' them*in feafon, - ‘aiid 10
fave::them well 3> when -by fuch prudenticare; 4s
the : Company ! :themfelves: have demonﬁrated
they would - produce: eight times. the value'? -

v TuE laft:  part ‘of his evidence 1° fhall take
notice rof, - “tigrthate which “rélates to the
Canada! fars, rand she. few o Hudfon’s:bay fzfrs
imported with them.  Hebasy-it' feems,: reguler aé-
counts. from ‘Rochelley of the annual imports > wiid
vhe: amount of : martins imporied - are - but three or
four bundred annually, amongft which' ave a”fewy bit
Yery . few;: Hudfon’s-bay - fars.: | I“cannot exaltly -
v'recolk:& this part of - his- évidence 4s' he idelivered

; but am afraid it has" fuffered, either .thfe?
an error of . the. prefs, or: ‘of “the “perfon who'took
it down; fince it is notorious that -the Frenéh
carry on a’great’ fut-trade. from " Canada; ¢ and
deal {o largely 'in maiting, that if ‘he had fiid thir-
ty:or forty thoufand ‘he ~had fallen far’ thort' of
the ' truth ;- nay! thrée or four hundred: packs of
one hundred o “twe” huridred" m o pack: Would
not: perhaps have excesded 'it.* “Theé Company
themfelves 'in < fome - ‘years have 1mported “near
twenty. ‘thoufand martins ;- and as -the! Freach,
who: valie-~only ‘one at’'a beaver,’ give three
times, ‘the> price that - the * Company ‘gives who
Vvalue : three at’ a'beaver, ‘We ‘fay reafonably
conclude,: that:/thie ** Freéach procure ‘three ‘times
the- number -¢hat -the Company procure 5 Ifor the
P ndians

i
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Indians know how to fell their oocds to the
beft advantage..

-1 snarL only add two remarks; . firft, that
the’ Company were right to reft: their evidence
here, and not expofe themfelves by any more
vain attempts to invalidate that which. was
brought againft them; as no evidence after this
“would have borne even the hearing. - "And fecond-
ly, that if the evidence brought againft them
had net had the faered fupport of . truth itfelf;
it was in the Company’s power, from.the num:
ber of captains and fervants ftill in their pay,
over whofe fouls as well as bodies they have
the - abfolute command, to have- deteted not
~only falthood but error; whereas the petitioners
could only procure a few of .their fervants;
whofe integrity ftood oppofed - to. the diftrefs. of
poverty, and the power of wealth, and whofein-
tegrity notwithftanding carried . them through
with incenteftable authority. . .

I suarr now preceed to fum up the material
part of the evidence. produced againgt. the Com-
pany, relative to their mifcondud, and to thé
country, climate, trade, fitheries, and navigation
of the Bay.

" FigsT, ‘it appears, that the countries about the
Bay are capable of great improvement ; that the
" lands fouthward and weftward of the Bay; are
in good climates, equal in their feveral latitudes
to thofe in Afia and Europe, and that the climate
improves farther within. land, the fpring being
earlier and the winter fhorter; that by Kelfc\z S
journal produced by the Company, and by ]oﬁ:ph
de la France’s which they have not controverted,
the country abounds with- woods,. champams,
plains, ponds, rivers and lakes, feveral. hundred
leagues welt from the Bay; that the-land is.cover-
ed with beaver, buffaloes, deer, martins, - and

ather
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ofhier valuable-furs:y and the rivers and lakes are-
full of fturgeonand other excellent fith.- Itap-
-pears alfo, ‘that thefe fine rivers are . naviga-
~ ble every ‘where with canoes, and in moft places
with. larger veflels, having but -inconfiderable
falls, up which canoes can be towed againft the
- ftream, -and that the lakes are navigable by larger
‘veffels.—That upon thefe rivers and about the
.Jakes, -are ‘many nations or tribes of doecible and
:humane Indians; -willing to be inftructed, -and
. .eager to engage in trade.—That the lands are
-capable of tillage, affording good -pafture for
-horfes and -cattle :in- the:fummer, and goed hay
for- their fubfiftence in winter.—That at Churchill,
-the moft. northerly - faGtory, horfes and cows"
‘have been kept in winter, tho’ greatly expofed
‘to the froft and cold.-~That all forts of garden
Stuff -flourith at the factories, and where barley
-and oats have been fown, they come to :perfec-
‘tion: at ‘Moofe-faltory at the bottom of
-the Bay, fown wheat has ftood the winter frofts,
-and grown very well the fummer following ; tho’
-the cold and froft is greater, and continues_longer
‘here than-within land: black-cherries .al{o plant-
.ed 'here have.grown and -borne fruit, as would
-other trees if propagated—That the rivers upon
_-the Bay, abound with white whales and other valu-
.able fith; and the fea to porthward, with black
-whales, fea-horfes, feals, and white -bears, which
-afferd whale-finn, - oil, ivory, and fkins; the weft-
-ern coaft being no way mountainous, asin Davys’s
-and -Hudfon’s-ftrait.—~—And:that the feas and navi-
-gation.are notdangerous ;:there being few inftances
.of -the lofs of fhips in the Bay, or in the paffage
thither. - Lo
.. SEcoNDLY, - it appears, -that notwithftanding the
unfpeakable advantages to be obtained by planting

-and fettling thefe countries, the climates of which are
o nos
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petworle than Sweden, ' Denmark;  Ruiffia; Ps:
-and, and north Germany ; 'yet the ‘Company
-have:mot mzde, nor encouraged:to be made; any
‘one {ettlement or colony havmg only four. {mall
faCtories;-in:which they keep about onehundred
-and’ thirty fervants, -and-two {mall houfes. with
Jonly eight men ‘in each, --which is: alk«the force
“theyhave provided to keep the poffeffion, and proteét
the trade of a country, equal to one: third of
“Europe.~That they have not infifty’ years: fent
above one perfon-to make difcoveries within:land,
‘which .was Norton, who by Brown’s ewdence
‘Hiad been at the. copper-mine,: the’:his journal was
not produced to. the Comuitteey-butinbneito make
friendthips - and-  alliances with:the:natives, dif-
couraging even their fervanits from going:lip-into
the inland - to ' trade, - tho for: their own kenefit;
nor'even to prevent.thenatives from :tradirig wwith
the French, tho” rthey vare fenfible: of their ipex-
petual 1ncroachrren95, vand that -they daily :carry
away the richeft - furseé~That notwithftdnding
‘there . are “inconteftable évidences:of wich: €opper
‘and -lead - mines, “and ~even of  cinhabar,! wout:: of
w}nch mereury has been extralted; ‘yetmio’ encou-
ragement his' been given, or attemptsi madé, :to
feagrch after oithem ! with a view-tq their 1mp*oVe~
-ment; —'-‘-=T}1at the annual exports ‘of thé: Corfipany
havé not exceeded -four thoufdnd! pounds;-and
iy time- of ‘pedce theit” navigation: hag- be.en ‘€ont-
firwd ~to three thipsof 156 or o200 tons} 'with
zwy ‘or ‘three figald floops “Rationed: in the - ‘Bay;
thiat e years arénot fent-outiof harbotur. L Tha
“no ‘means-haye “been’ ufed:to.civilize or convest
‘thie natives:s ‘oL ‘even-a’ elergyman’ fént’ ovér ito
inftruct and take care of the fouls of theiriown
fatvants; on’'thé contrary;-the ledrning the Indiaa
}anguace, ‘or keeping cupiratiy 7! 'a‘ofrei“ponderrcé
with thepeople, ‘is feverely-prohibiced! underpenalty

of
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of lofs of wages and bodily correftion. — And
that none but plaufible and infincere attempts have
been made to find out a paffage to the weltern-
ocean of America; tho’ the probability of there
being fuch a paffage is more and more ftrengthen-
ed from the late difcovery of bays, inlets, and
broken lands, the, weftern ends of which are not
yet difcovered ; and from there having been no
rivers yet obferved on the north-weft coaft.

AND what have the Company and its friends
been able to advance, in oppofition to thefe accu-
mulated proofs of negligence and folly ? Why no
more than this; — ¢ That if the country and trade
¢ could have been improved to the degree that
« js alleged, mere'y by making freth difcoveries
¢ and carrying on an induftrious cultivation, it
< is not to be fuppofed that the taking fuch prac-
< ticable fteps would have been omitted by the
<« Company, which without doubt is compofed of
“* men of ‘experience who are wife enough to pur-
< fue their own intereft.” This was the funda-
mental point with regard to which they ventured
to crofs-examine the petitioners witnefles, moft of
whom were men of inferior ftations, unqualified
to affign the true reafon, why the Company bave
afted fo manifeftly againft the intereft of the public,
and fo apparently againft their own. But the true
reafon is obvious: ¢ They have had no iegal
“ right to their exclufive trade fince the year
- % 1698, at which time the at expired that con-
« firmed their charter only for feven years: if,
« therefore, after this period, the leaft evidence
“ had been fuffered to tranfpire, that the climate
« of Hudfon’s-bay is very habitable ; that the foil
¢ is rich and fruitful, fit for growing corn and
« raifing ftocks of cattle, and abounds alfo with
< yaluable mines; that the fitheries are capable
“ of great improvement, and the navigation not

e ¢ more
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< more dangerous than in' other ‘Countries; that
« the trade may even be extended, by means of 2
“ navigable paffage, of at leaft by a fhort land-
< paffage, to the weftern ocean; and that the Com-
¢ pany from thefe difcoveries and improvements
« are grown immenfely rich and powerful :” I fay,
“had fuch proofs of a fine .coultry and beneficial
trade ftolen abroad in the worid, as they muft un-
avoidably have done if proper experiments had
been made, ¢ the Company knew, that the Legif-
¢ lature would have taken the right into its own
¢ hands; and fettled the country, and laid the
« trade open, for the benefit of Britain:” zhey
have, therefore, contented themfelves with dividing
among one hundred perfons,” a large profit upon a
fmall capital 3 bave not only endeavoured to keep
the true ftate of ‘the trade and country 4z impene-
trable fecret, dut indufironfly propagated the worft
impreflions of them ; and ratber then enjoy the incon-
cievabic advantages of a gemeral cultivation in com-
mon with their fellow-fubje&s, bave, even fo the
bazard of -their own feparaie interelt, expofed
both country and trade to the incvoachments of the

French. S
" Tue French, who are grafping at univerfal
dominion, watch every opportunity for extending
their trade, and fecure all thofe countries which
we abandon. But tamely to_fuffer them to dif-
poffefs us of this important fource of wealth and
power is,  befides ‘the lofs, a difgrace not to be
borne by Britain ; - tho’ borne it muft be,. if the
Company are permitted any longer to facrifice the
zood of the nation to. their own private intereft.
‘The Legiflature only can prevent the one, by put-
ting an immediate ftop to the other; and the
Eegiflature has but two miéthods to make choice of
either, =~ e o
. : . . P F:RST?
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FirsT, to purchafe the Company s right to any
lands they have a legal title tos to lay the. trade
open with the cuftomary privileges and immunities;
to fettle the rivers and the coafts adjoining with
European proteitants, who are now in great num-
bers. feeking for. a place of fhelter; in which they
may enjoy theircivil-and religious -liberttes with-
fafety ; and laftly, to civilize the natives, treat
them with gentlenefs and humanity, inftract them
in the knowledge of ufeful -arts, and encourage
their induftry by allowing them an equitable trade,
and thus lay a foundation for their converfion to
Chriftianity. . Or,

.SEconDLY, to confirm the fole property of thefe-
extenfive countries; - with all the royalties powers
and privileges originally granted by the charter,
to the Company for ever. -

For as by this they would become lords para—
mount like the Dutch Company in the Indies,
and but barely fubordinate to the Crown of Great
Britain; fo by this, and by this only, they will be -
mduced to purfue thofe meafures that can pro-
cure any advantages to the’ public. :

© Utrum horum mavis, accipe.
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APPENDIX
NUMBE‘R II. |

An eftimate of the expence of building
the flome-fort at the emtramce of
Churchill-river, called Prince of

Wales’s-fort.”

RINCE of Wales’s-fort is a fquare
P fort with four baftions. But before I be-

gin the eftimate, it may be proper tb
obferve, thatas no labourers were fet apart for the
building, which always was {topped as often as
any other kind of bufinefs interfered; and as
no regular account was kept- of thefe frequent
interruptions ; it will be difficult to form an efti-
mate in any other way, than by taking the quan-
tity of work that was done during the three
years that I was concerned, and the number of
mafons, labourers, and horfes, that were neceffary
to perform that work; and then computing the
expence of the whole, in proportion to the ex-
1ence of this part. )

Four
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£ s 4

Four mafons at £ 25T per annum % Lo
each for three years 3oo: o: °

Maintenance of ditto at 5s per 6: o:
week each }15 Poro

Ditto in their paffage out and home, } Lo
five months ‘ 20: 0: ©

Eleven labourers at * £ 6 per annum } 8 o:
each for three years 19¢: 0: ©
Maintenance of ditto at 55 pery .
week each , }429' o:o
Dirto in their paffage out and home  55: 0: 0
Four horfes at £ 15 each 6o: o: o
Charges of ditto in the fhip 8: 8: 0
Ditto——in the country at 64 per} .
: 10g: 10: ©

day each for three years
Three hundred pounds wt. of gun- } L
~ powder for blowing up {tones 15
Uteniils for three years, as carriages, } 6o: o0: ©
ropes, blocks, &c. ‘o'. o‘.
Iron-crows, great hammers, &c. 15: 0: ©

Total, 1425: 1 8 o

~ Avrw the ftone, lime-ftone, fand, and the wood
for burning the lime, was upon the fpot. Moft
of the ftone and lime-ftone lay within a quarter
of .4 mile’s diftance from the fort, and none at
more than half a mile’s diftance. -

Tk little fmith’s and carpenter’s work alfo
that was done in thefe three years, for neither lead
nor iron was ufed in cramping the ftones, was
performed by the Company’s common fervants,

"+ I was informed, that, after I came away, mafons were
fent over at £ 18 per annum each.
* Thefe men are hired in the Orkneys.

e 2 who!
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whofe charges are not to be brought into the ac-
‘count, till the expences of building the houfe with-
.in the fort are rated. So that the expence of the
fort in the firft three years, at a large allowance,
-does not exceed £ 1425: 18: o. " I carefully ex-
amined how muca of the wall was built in this
time, and found that, "at the fame expence, and
with the fame number of hands, the rampart
~might. have been finifhed in fix years more, and
in a far better manner; for great part of what
was afterwards done has tumbled, but what was
then done ftands well.

In thefe three years we built two baftions and
the curtain beétween them about .feven fect
and a half high; and alfo laid the foundation of
-another baftion, and built a curtain and half a
curta'n, and one face of the baftion about two
feet-and a half “or three feet High; which made
confiderably “more than one third of the meafure-
ment of the whole rampart: trebling, therefore,
the firft thrée years expence, and only dedutting
the ‘price” of four horfes valued 2t £ 6o, the
“charge of the whole rampart could not exceed
,{,‘42 17:14: O

‘THE next part to be eftimated is the parapst
_Th1s was at firft built of wood ; but as the Wood
‘was’ fupplied from the old demohf‘aed fort five
jmdes up the river, ‘and as the carpenter put it up
in “thirteen weeks, with _very little. a{ﬁi’cance, the
experice of "it'to the Company cculd not'be ‘very
_hrore.., In the year 1746, I aflifted" in " building
;thu ftone- parapet ~and tho” 1 bad only two
.‘maﬁms with me, and much of my own time
was taken up in felefing proper fones and in
furveying, yet the ‘}Jarapet was -carried along
the ha.nls of a baftion and curtain in one fummir;
and it the governor hau not. obitruéted the work,
but had allowed usa ftated mumber of labourers,

. hav-
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having always either too few or too many, we
fhould have been able to have finithed another flank.,

Tuz two méfons could not do much to the pa-
rapet after I came away, as they were employed-in
ereting a battery at Cape-merry on the cther fide
of the harbour : at the timeé,; thercfore, that it was
reprefented, that the building had coft the Company
between -thirty and forty thoufand pounds, very
little more ‘than a fiith part of the parapet was
completed, the expence of which may be eafily af-
cértained ; for, if a flank and curtain were made
by three 'mafons, in cne fummer and autumn;
furely, four mafons and eleven labourers might do
as much in one year ; and the expence of four ma-
fons, eleven labourers, and four herfes, with uten-
fils for one year, cannot exceed 460 1.

A mouse was built within the fort, the length of
which, from out to out, was 101 feet 6 inches;
the breadth 33 feet; and the height of the wall
17-feet, making two ftories, with a flat roof co- .
vered with lead : but all the materials, exceptiron, .
lead, glafs, and fome large beams, were procured
upon the {pot; and I would undertake to build fuch
a houfe there, with the advantage of carrying ma-
terials from England in the annual thip, for 6001,

Turek of the baftions had arches for ftorehonfes
40 feet 3 inches by 10 feet; and in the fourth ba-
ftion was built 2 ftone-magazine 24 feet long, and

10 feet wide in the clear, with a paflage to it thro” -

the gorge of the baftion, 24 feet long, and 4 feet
wide. Now comparing the expence of building
thefe, with that of the other parts of the fort ; Ithink,
that two thirds of the expence of the firft three
“years would be fufficient; that is, four mafons,
eleven labourers, and four horfes, &c. for two
years, amounting to about g20l. with 421. more for
the lead made ufe of to cover the m:gazine.

e a4 IHavR
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I'mave rated the expences of the mafons and fa-
bourers, as if they had been conftantly employed
upon the building both winter and fummer;
whereas, the building could be carried on only
from May to September, and during the remain-
ing feven months, the people were engaged in other
bufinefs for the fervice of the Company, by which
they defrayed, at Jeaft, the charge of their main-
tenance for this interval. which yet I have placed
to the account of the fort. Indeed, in the whole
eftimate I have rated every article {o high, that an
experienced workman, if he was acquainted with
the nature of the country, would not compute the
total expence at fo much by fome hundred pounds.
Ir appears, therefore, }
First, That in the year 1749, the Company
could not have expended more than £6239: 14 : 0.
And, o
Seconpry, That, as a fifth part of the parapet
was then finithed for £ 460, and the reft, confe-
quently, might have been done for £ 1840 more,
the whole expence of compleating the fort, and all"
the buildings within it, cannot. poflibly . exceed"

Y P P EN- ;
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APPENDIX
Numser III.

- The Soundings of Nelfon-River

ONDAY the 15th of July 1745,
M fifteen min. paft feven in the morning;
fet fail in the Faltory’s long-boat, in
company with Capt. Fowler, from -on board the
Sea-horfe pink, then lying in Five-fathom-hole,
to found and difcover Port Nelfon-river. At
thirty-eight min. paft feven, a breaft of the beacon
that ftands at Five-fathom-hole, the water fallen
one foot; a neap tide, wind N. E. a freth gale;
courfe from the beacon S. E. by E. one mile and
a quarter ; founded from four fathom and a half te
eleven feet; the beacon bore W. N. W. diftance
one mile and a half. Njne min. paft eight, altered
our courfe, fteered N. N. W. one mile and 2 quar-
ter, founded from elevenfeet to two fathom, being
acrofs the channel that leads into Five-fathom-hole
in Hayes’s-river ; this channel is of a confiderable
breadth. At this time of tide we found two fathom
and a half in the beft or deepeft of the channel,
and clofe to the north fand founded three fathom
and a half ; fhip and beacon in one, bearing S. W.
halt W. diftance one mile, Twenty-one min. paft
' eight
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eight, altered our courfe, fteered S. E. by E. three
miles, croffing the Fair-way into Hayes’s-river ;
founded from two fathom to fix feet; founded two
fathom and a half in the beft of the channel ; the
beacon bore W. by N. diftance three miles and a
‘half.  Four min. paft nine, altered our courfe,
fteered N. N. W. two miles and a quarter, found-
ed from fix fathom to nine feet, being from fideto
fide of the Fair-way into Hayes’s-river; found a
confiderable breadth of channel, where was two
and a half and<two and a quarter fathom at that
time of tide; the beacon bore W. S. W. diftance
three miles. Twenty-nine min. paft nine, altered
our coutfe, fteered S. E. by E. one mile and a
quarter ; founded from nine to ten feet acrofs the
entrance of Hayes’s-river ; founded two and & half
and two and a quarter fathom in the beft of the
channel ; beacon bore W. diftance " four ~miles.
Forty- feven min. paft nine, altered our courfe,
fteered N. N. W. five miles; founded from ten
feet to five fathom and three quarters in this courfe.
At fixteenmin. paft ten, wehad three fathom water;
being on the north fide of the fand that parts the.
Fa1r-way intothe two rivers Nelfon'and Hayes,.rom
whence we had . three’ fathom water 3 the fhip in
- Five-fathom- hole, bore S. W. half W. diftance five
miles.: but at the end of thxs courfe wherewehad five
fathom and. three GU Tters,” the f}np bor° ‘3 ‘S.W.
diftarice fix miles. Sixteen min. pafteeven, altered
our courfe, ﬁeerd N W. ¢ne mife, founaed from
five ‘three quarters to fix fathom'; the ﬁnp bore
S. by W.. diftance feven ‘miles. Thxrty threée min.
pa{’c eleven, altered our courfe, fteered W. four’
miles, tried the tide of ebb’ by bringing the Jolly-:
boat' to ‘a grapnel,” the tide run E. one knot and
2 half. At twelve hove the logg 5 the boat’s _way
was two knots and’a half; four lmors run o&' the
reel founded from fix fa:.hom to two and a half 5
the
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the thip bore S. by E. diftance eight miles and a
half.- At one, altered our courfe ; fteered S. W.
half a mile, to try to deepen our watef : it now
began to be a'thick fog, the wind blowing frefh at
N. E founded from two fathom ‘and ahalf to eleven
feet. Thlrty min. paft one, altered our courfe,
fteered N. W. two miles and a half ; founded from
eleven feet to four fathom and three quarters.
Forty-five min. paft one, altered our courfe, fteer-
ed W. two miles, founded from four fathom and
three quarters to two and a half* Eleven min. paft
two, altered our courfe, fteered S. W. one mile,
founded from two fathom and a quarter to eleven
feet. Twenty-{ix min. paft two, altered our courfe,
fteered N. 'W. one furlong, founded from eleven
feet to eight feet. Twenry nine mip. paft two, al-
tered our courfe, fteered S. half a mile, founded
from eight feet to four feet ;" we had now a very
thick fo': a frefh gale, and a great fea. Thirty-
nine min. pai’c Two, 2 Itered our courfc, fteered S. V.
four miles, founided from four feet (the next caft
feven feet, the fecond ¢aft fevep_ fathoin, the third
caft eight fathom and a half) to four fathom : the
fog being gone, we found we were four or five
"miles within the river. Fifteen min. paft three,
altered our courfe, fteered S. two miles; to try the
channel, founded from four fathom to fix feet.
Forty-five mid. paft three, fteered right acrofs the
river one mile and a half, from fix feet on
fouth-fide, to fix feet on 'north-fide; found
the channel half a2 mile’ bread, from three to
three fathom ; in the middle of the channel there
1s four fathom and a half, a foft clay bottom ; we
~ run up this channel one mile and a half, founded
from four fathorh and a half to two fathom and a
Half, -then’ three fathom prefr-nt]y we were in five
fathomy then fix fathom; weweré now a-breaft of the
firft remarkable gully, near one mile and a half above

2 the
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the foot of the high land: from five fathom, we
founded very uneven foundings; one caft two fa-
thom, 'the next four or five feet, then three feet
in the middle of the river ; here we were dpon the
middle ground, the channel being near the north
and fouth fides of the river: thén we run- near the
north fhore ; founded from four feet to two fathom
feveral times.. When we got to Flamborough-
head, the foundings were more regular. Three
min. paft fix, we pafied Flamborough-head, found-
ed.-from ten feet to three fathom and a quarter, and
from three fathom and a quarter to two fathom ; we
had thefe foundings near a mile ; now it was firft
quarter flood. From thefe good foundings to Seal-
ifland, we founded twice_from. two fathom to fix
feet. Wlthm thrée or four hundred’ yards of Seal-
ifland, the channel is very fhallow ; clofe to the
north end of Seal-ifland there is from two to three
fathom water; neap tides flow here about four
feet, fpring tides about eight feet. Seal-ifland is
about three miles and a half above Flamborough-
kead by compuration. - Thirty min. paft feven,
a breaft of Seal-ifland, founded from two to three
- fathom. We paft Seal and Gillam’s-iflands, think-
ing to fzil up a ftream we met there: but it being
neap tide, and we not knowmcr where the ceepeﬁ:
water was, and feeing the tops of ftones above
water, at fifteen min, paflt eight we returned
to Seal-ifland, where the water was fallen half a
foot; and landed at forty-five min. paft eight;
pitching our tent on the N. E. point of Gillam’s-
1fand.

Tuefday the 16th, in the morning, Capt. Fowler ,
and I went round Gillam’s-ifland ; we climbed up
the weft end, which is very fteep to look up the
river : we imagined, that if we had got up that
fiream, and we were very near the head of it when

we turned back, we might have failed in the long-
' boat
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boat a great way farther up the river: at thirty
min. paft”eight, we returned to our tent. After
‘breakfaft we left two men to take care of the boats,
and wént down the north fhore of the river to ob-
ferve the flats at low water. When we were five
“miles below Flamborough-head, we climbed up to
“the top of the bank, where we faw the lower end
‘of the middle ground, the top of fome large ftones
‘being above water ; flood at thirty min. paft five
this afternoon. From the place where we ftood to
thefe ftones on the lower end of the middle
‘ground, and to the outer point of woods on the
{outh thore, "it bore E. half N, - As we went down
the thore we faw plainly theré'was a channel on
the north fide, and another on the fouth fide of
the middle ground; we thought the channel on
the north fide the beft, and it lay clofe to the fhore,
within half a cable’s length of it ; all the way from
two or three miles above the lower end of the high
land uvp to Flamborough-head, and from two or
three miles above the foot of the high-iand, the
channel is in the middle of the river, leading out
of the river’s mouth. )

This north fhore lies 42 deg. N. E..and S. W.
and is a fand from the height of three quarters
flood to low water mark ; towards high water mark,
clofe: under the bank, it is full of large pebble
ftones ; there are feveral fmall creeks along this
thore, where we found tenting poles left by the
Indians who bad lain there to fith: it thundered
and rained much' while we were upon this journey.”
Between Seal-ifland and Flamborough-head, there
are large parcels of fine trees growing clofe to the
river fide. Fifteen min. paft eight, we got to our
tent, having fuffered much from the mufkettos.

TheCaptain and I judging thefe iflands very pro-
per to "maI}()e fettlements upon, the leffer ifland being

as we apprehended an extraordinary fine plz}ce
or
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for a fort to fecure that river, I made a partncular
furvey of thefe iflands, as follows

‘WEDNESDAY —morning the 1i7th, furveyed
Seal-ifland, and found its length 21 chains or 1386
feet. Iis breadth 4 chains or 294 feet. Its cir-
cumference zt high water mark 62 chains
or 409z feet. Its perpendicular height 86 feet-
Its form refembles a long oval. Its height from
low water mark makes anangle of 33 deg. Length
of the flope, 2 chains 40 links. We founded the
water round the ifland, from 2 to 3 fathom on the
N. W. and N. E. ﬁdes the S. W. and S. E.
fides lie to the main river, being fhoal water .near
the ifland; but at half a mile from the ifland the
water is deep between this and the large ifland
above it, there is two fathom and a half and three
fathom water, where a veffel may lie fafe both in
winter and fummer, ‘and a veflel of eight or nine
feet water may get up fafe to this place. At the
N. E. end of Seal-ifland, on the main fhore, isa
very fine low bottom, where grow a parcel of as
fine trees as I have feen in the country, clofe tothe
river ; we cut our names on the trees in the N. E.
end of Seal-ifland. The bréadth of the water that
parts Seal-ifland from the larger ifland above it 1s
8 chains or 176 yards ; this larger ifland is about
three. miles in circumference, the weft end being as
high asany land thereabouts ; neap tides flow here,_
about four feet, and fpringtides abouteight feet; but
the chart of this river will beft fhew the ﬁtuauon of
thefeiflands. Along the river fide are the ftones al-
ready mentioned, round as cannen balls, which when
broke look hke iron. At forty-five min. paft
eight, almoft high-water, ‘we made fail to go down
the river; wind S. W. founded from the N. E.
corner of Seal-ifland; from three fathom and a
half to five feet ; from five feet.to four fathom

and three quarters juft above F lamborougn -head,
then
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then eleven feet, then three fathom, then two fa-
thom juft below the head ; water {allen half 2 foot
From the head downwards, the thore lies N.
by N. and S. W. by S. near;y, the channel hes
within half a cable’s length of the thore; the leaft
foundings down this channel were ten feet. The
water fa*len a foot about one mile and a half above
the fc 100 of the high-land on the north fide of the
river © we ftood’ orr from the fhore near a mile,
founded two fathom, then ftood in and fhoaled gra:
dually to nine feet: we ftood off and on feveral
times, and found the bottom near level ; foundsd
off fhore a mile, found twelve icet water, then
ftood in thore ; the water thoaled gradually to nine
feet. At Foxty five min. paft ten, we were a little
below the foot of the hi gh-land, and ftcod acrofs
the river ; found the channel in the middle from
three fathom to three fathom and a half, half a mile
btoad; in the middle of the channel four fathom
and a half, foft clay. By working down this-chan-
nel, towards the river’s mouth, we found it
fteep on each fide, when we ftoed intc two fa-
thom and a half before put the heim a lee ; ere the
boat was ftayed, fhe fhot into ten feet water. When
we came pretty far down, feemingly without the
river’s mouth, we ftood into two fathom and a
half on the fouth fide, then ftcod to the northward
till we founded four fathom and a haif, then to the
fouthward till we founded three fathom, then to
the northward till we founded eight fathom and a
half, in the beft of the channel. The channel is
deeper here than farther out; for as we came up we
crofitd the channel three miles without this place,
and had only fix fathom. - From eight fathom
and a half, we ftood to the S. eaftward about three
miles, faw a point or ridge of ftones on the fouth-
fide, diftance three quarters of 2 mile, {ounded three
fathom_: this point of ftones dries four or five feet
o ' ’ perpen-
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perpendiculat, and feems to lie two or three miles
from thore; but there are flats thatdry at low-water
all the way to the fhore, fo that a man may walk
from thefe ftones to the land : then we ftood north-
ward; the waterdeepened little in half a mile. When
we had ftood a mile northward, we faw ftones dry
. on the north-fide, diftance three quarters of amile ;
founded three fathom and a half to four fathom,
(now we were almoft as far out as when we fteered
N. W. a-crofs the channel in going up the river,
and had fix fathom) Then we fteered E.S.E. two or
three miles. Keeping three fathom, near the fouth -
fats, towards low-water (it was low-water when we
were hereabouts in our progrefs up ‘the river)
made a little trip to the northward. to deepen our
water ; wind at S. W. a frefh gale : hawled up for
the fhip, which we faw very plain in Five-fathom-
hole, all the way after we had paffed the point
of ftones mentioned ‘above, and got aboard fif-
teen min. paftfeven in the evening,.

APPEN-
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APPENDIX
| Nowu BER- IV.*

A furvey of tﬁe com:/é of N elfon-nver,
" zaken along the fouth fhore at bigh-

water mark. -Each courfe fet by
. compafs, variation 16, 45, and
‘meafured by a wheel, with oéfersva-

tio07s.

Firft courfe W. &y N. balf N. 74 chains.

g\ HIS firft courfe begins at Beacon A,
~ '#  onthe point of marfh that parts Nelfon
" and Hayes’s-rivers; and goes to Beacon B

“that ftands on the marth towards Nelfon-river.
. {See the chart)

Second courfe W. by N. 190 chains.

 Waavywei-creek is 20 chains on this courfe.
There are two other fmall creeks before the courfe
ends. At the end . is the geefe tent, where the
Englith and Indians in'the feafon lie to kill geefe,
beanng S W. Diftance half a mile.

f ' Third
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Third conrfe W. 160 chains.

T'urs courfe reaches to a ledge, . called at York-
fort the ledge of wnods, ‘which are generally
fmall trees. :

Fourtb courfe W. by S. 430 chains.

Tus end of the Indian path from York-fort to
Nelfon-river, is at 240 chains up this courfe. Here
the Indians quit the woods, and go up by the river
fide. In this courfe are patches of timber-trees.

Fifth courfe W. S. W. 160 chains.

. ForTy chains up this courfe opened- Flam-
borough-head.  Some large trees a httlc diftant
- from-the river fide.

Sixth courfe §. w. by W. 240 chizins. -

~ Burn’p wood upon this courfe. Now the place
-begins to look-green again.

Seventh courfe S. W. 270 chains.

A confiderable -quantity of tim“er-trees alon
this courfe clofe to the river; at the end of it
a creek between two high banks, where are
- many rabbets, this creek deep, I imagine fhips
“may - winter in it, but being frozen I could not
“found it. ‘The firft ftream or fall is at"Flam-
borough-Head.

. Eighth courfe S W. by W. 110 cbazm

TIMB;.R trees along tlns courfe, and feveral

(I'CC:{S R .

: Nmtb cmrfe W 8.7 50 cbazm o
TIMBER- trees and,_g marfh al“l.thls..cour{c. ‘
Tenth
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‘I enth courfe W. by §. 40 chasns.
Nothmg remarkable.

* Eleverith courfe W. 30 chaiis

A -barren ﬂ:eep bank and ftene {hore all thls
‘courfe.

T Tivelfth courfe w. éy N 250 cbams

“THE river rins nédr the bank which is barren,
~the fhore ftony. - At 210 chains is a creck with

fome timber in it. The end of this ceurfe abreai’c
of § Seal 1ﬂand

‘I'bm‘eeﬂtb courj? . bﬂlf 8. 160 c/aazma

SixTy chains up this courfe is a creek, where
theré is a large quantity of timber-trees. Hereis a
long fall or fiream of water, where captain Fowler
and 1 failed upin along-boar;" and turned back
“when we were almo{’c up it. :

. Fourteenth cow;/’e W.S.W. 18 zbazm'

RUNs mto a Bay, buit the river Iyeth W half S.
ﬁve miles up from Gillam’s-ifland. ~ At the end of
. this.courfe is a creek;, where is a good . quantity of
" timber,

Fifteenth courfe N. W 210 chains.
- Tuk-third fall or firesm of water, -
- Sinteenth courfe W Lb?y N. 560 chiins.
Az the beginning of this courfe on ‘theé' north
fide juft’ above a point,” is an ifland as”ldrge as

leiam S SxXty chams higher are four iflands, three;_
faz ) o
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" of which are ‘abreaft of cach other, ¢

- dies-higher up in 2_Bay on the fouth fide. = Sugar-

" Joaf ifland is_the largeft*of ‘the ‘three abreaft of
_each other. --Small rees upon:all thefe iflands.

. ,aéh ether, ,th_e largeft

THERE are two.creeks.onithis courfe, oie on

.the:north- fide below;the three. iflands, - the other

on the fouth fide in the Bay ovér-againft the great
ifland, T |

Seventeenth courfe W. N w. 480 cba_z'_m.

Tz land is very high ; on this courfeis a creek |

“that the Indians ‘tell us' goes quite through to

Hayes’s-river, where it is called Penny-Cutaway.

" The Indians are faid to‘hgve,,ggne th:of this creek

in their canoes from river to river.

Eighicentl courfe N.-W. by W. 390 chains. .
 Hicn'land and barren; but in low places by
the river-fide there is fine timber,  and alfo in
the creeks. Thefe two Iaft courfes I did not mea-
fure with the wheel, apprehending if I did, I
fhould not get back to my tent that night; fo
only walked thefe two ‘courfes, fetting ' them by
compafs. o

Twe next day I infpected the north “fide-of the
river 3 oppofite to Seal-ifland is a low plain, ‘where
are fome very fine timber-trees, and near it great
ftore of fire-wood. '

... ABrEAsT of ‘Gillam’s-ifland on the noréh fide is
a creek, in which we found two or three frumps

- of trees thathad been cut by Europeans. Three

eighths of a mile above Gillam’s-ifland " is a fine

- {mall creek, where is 4 great number of timber-
“trees; here we alfo found old “ftumps cut by
- Europeans many years ago : there being fo few of

thefe



thefe, I conje&ured the people had onI‘ ented‘-ﬁe j_

a few days, et
‘There are many . trees crowmg on- the north;;;
bank from Flamborough-head, and - the: fime ‘on -
the fouth bank as far as I went up, which" if
cut down would fall into-"the water. In .all my
furvey I did net fee any _thing-from which I could
infer,” that thére had ‘been” any fcttlement on

this river.

“f3 " APPEN-
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Numser V.

A furvey of Seal and Gillam's iflands,
which lie 79 deg. 30 min. S. W, of

3

Flamborough-head 3  diffance three
nitles.

of the river clofe to high-water mark.

The 8. L. corner of Seal-ifland bore 26 deg.
N. W, Flamborough-head and that corner of
Sealifland made an angle of 86 deg. 30 min.
diftance from frft fation fix furlongs,

Suconn ftation at S, B. carner of Seal-ifland,
Flamborough-head bore 74 deg. go. min. N. E.
<makig an anglo with frlt flation of 79 deg.

From the firft ftarion to a creek’s mouth weft-
ward, on the touth fide the angle to fecond ftation
is Qo deg.

Irom tecond ftation hetwixe the fame creek’s
mouth and the fuft ftution the angle was 22 deg,
30 min.

Twrp flation at N, E. corner of Seal-ifland, to
a point at the Jower end of a bottom of woods,
¢§ deg. omin. N, E. diftance 3 furlongs 7 chains.

v OURTH

F IRS'T flation at a point on the fouth fide
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Favrern flatonat S. W, corner of Seal-ifland, to
Beacon A, or fouth point of Gillam's-iland, 6g
deg. 30 min. S, W, diftance 4 furlongs 1 chain,
Thefc ftutions were made in fo cold a day, that
every time [ touched the inflrument it ftuck to
my Hngers.

Tut breadth of the water {rom the north fhote
to Scal-ifland, 2 furlongs 8 chains.

Breanwu of water from Seal to Gillany’s ifland
8 chainsy the water between Scal and Gillam’s-
iland is from 2 to 3 fathom deep at low water, and
the fume from Seal ifland to north fhore @ the other
fides lie to the main river: the length, breadth,
circumfercnce, height and flope 1 bave mentiongd
in N*. Til. The beft way up to the top of
Seal-ifland is the middle of the S, S. I, fidey the
other fides being very fteep. The weft end of
Gillam’s is four or five feet higher than Seal-iflund §
it/ has a defcent from thence to the caftward,
over againft Seal-ifland, where it is fo low that
{pring-tides flow over it.

Ty acclivity at the top makes the diftange
thers eighty yards mors than at the water.
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APPENDIX.
A journal of the winds and tides at

Churchill-river 72z Hudfon’s-ba 5
Jor parts of the years 1746 and

1747 .
: W I N D S Tides beight
: . in fees.
£746; Of0b. I.N.A firong gale 14 =
: 2§ No remark - .
New moon. 3 4 N.W.. no remark:
‘ 4 E. by N. a ftrong gale 14
5 N.N. W. 3 ftrong gale 15 2
6 W. N. W. moderate 15 £
7 W. by S. ditto .14 %
No remark till the
16 S. S. W. veerable: 10
17S. W.by W. ditto 10 £
18 N. W,  § St
19 N. W. by W, moderate 15 X
20 E. a freth gale 12 -
21 N. E. a ftrong gale 12
22 N.E. by'N. afrethgale 312
23 N. E, ‘moderate. [ § JE3

24 N. by W. very moderate 1o =
| | 1745 Ce:
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Tides beight

. N WINDS' mfeef.
1746 Oft0. 25 S. W. by S. very moderate 10 X
26 E. by N, : a low txde
27 E. byN aftrong gale o =
28 E. ' did not mind the tide
29 S. by W. moderate 10
30 N. by W. ditte -  § -
© 318 WobyW. ditto - 11 X
Nofveméer 1t N. N, W. moderate 12
New moon 2 N. by W.  a freth gale 14
3W. by N. . i4
 4N.byW. a gentle breeze 14 =
5 W. by N, ditto - . 13 =
6 N. by W. afreth gilé 4
2 N. 'W. moderate XX
8 N. W. ditto 1z
g N. W, ditto 9 %

- 10N W, by N. afrefh gale
11 W. N.-W. a gentle breeze.

"The ice obftrudts. my knowing exa&ly the tide’s
height, but it 1s a low tide.

12 W. N. W, T a 1ow tide

13 W.byN. = _— ditto

14 E. by N. the river frozen over

within a mile of the fea, a low tide

15 E. moderate ; fo it hath been three
days paft

16 S. E. moderate, a low tide

17 W. 5. W. moderate, . ditto

18 S. W. moderate, as near as I couid

guefs ‘ tide g feet

9 W. by N. moderate, tide fowed

' ' near g feet

20 W, S. W, mode;a_tce - alowtide,

THesg
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Trazsy ten days paft, the tide has not ebbed
fo low as it ebbs in fummer by 2 feet perpen-
dicular; and from its not flowing above ¢ feet
thefe lait fprmc's, I am induced to “believe that
the firaits thro’ which it comes. into the Bay,
muft at this time be full of ice;- and that there-
fore thefe ftraits are fhallow and more fubjett to
the froft than Churchill-river; Churchill-river
being not yet frozen over near the fea.

WINDS

Nov 1746, 21 S. W. a gentle breeze, the tide
is lower than any tide in fummer

22 W. by S. the froft -is {o violent,

that no obfervations can be made

upon the tides till the river is open

again, which willnotbetill June.

w I N D &

De:em 10 N. W. by W.

24 N. W, 11 S. W
25 W. by N. iz E.
26 W. N. W, 13 N, W.
27 W. by N, 14 N2 W. by N.
28 W. by S. 15 N.by W.
29 N. W. 16 W, N. W,
" goN. W. 17 W.5. W,
Decem. ¥ W.by N 18 N. W.by N
- 2 W, 1g N. W,
3 W. ‘20 NON. W.
4 W.N. W, 21 N0 W. by N,
5 W.by N. 22 W. by N.
6N.N.W. 23 W.N. W,
2 N. W. by W, 24 W.N. W,
_8N.W. 25 N.W. by N.
. g N.W. 26 S. W.
' 27 N.
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¥2S. S. W :
13 W.N.W.
'I4NW
- 35S0
16N. W.
7N, -
ISN.N. W,
1IgN: W,

21 E.
22 S. E
‘23S,

. 24 'Southerly.
25 N. :
»26 W.N.W.
2% Southerly.

.28 Southerly.
2g Northerly.
30 Eafterly.

31 Eafterly.

April /1 N..N. E.

2 Northerly.
3 Northerly.
4 Northerly.
" 5 Northerly.
6 Southerly.

7 Very veerable.

" '8 N veerable.
- 9.S. veerable.
10 N, W,

7 11 S. veerable.

Apﬂl

12 Eaﬁcrly
13 N.N. E.

1 N.N.W.

I5 N ,ch;;.'-

- 16 Southerly.

G 17 Northerly.
18 Southerly.

© - 19 Northerly.
~ 20 Northerly.

20 N.W. by W.

21 Northerly.
22 Northerly.
23 Northerly.
24 N. W,

25 Veerable.
26 E,

27 Eaﬁeﬂy

28 E. by N.
29 N.
30 Northerly.
1Veer’dallround
‘the compafs.
2 Veer’d in N.
-E. ‘quarter,
3 N. W. by W.

4 Northerly.

5 Northerly.

' 6 Northerly.

% N. N. E.
'8 Northerly.
9E. byS.

‘ION N. W.

171 Southerly.

12 Northerly.
- 13 Northerly.

14 Northerly.

158



May158.
17 47 16- Eaﬁ'erly
,I 7 Ea[terly

22 N.EbyN.
. -“23 N. s

28N.W.by W. 11 W.S. W.
Moderate, the river is breke ‘open, tlde 10 feet.

" Tides lzengt

W I N - in fee.
Fune 12 E. afreth gale 10 %
13 N. N. E. ditta. .
14 N. by E. moderate. © o I2
15 W.weered much 12
16 W.:moderate : ¥
Evenmg tide 10 2
17 S. mn(‘erate , 10 X
18 N. by W. a freth gale B §

The txde cst out lower fince the river broke
open than any other time a-year. -
19 S. moderate 9 %
20 W. moderate, did _not nund the
tide’s height - '
21 W.N. W, a low tide

22 N. moderate, tide height not obferved
23 W.S. W. moderate . 9 +

The
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The ndc ebbs out now as it gencrally does aif

the year.

WINDS

}'mze 24N N.W. a brifk gale .
New moon. 25 N. W, by N. ditto

. 29 Southerly, moderate

| 7y

26 W. moderate

: Evening tide 11
. 27 N. W. by N. biows freth 11

28 N. W. by W. moderate

Tides beight

in feet.
11

II

N

I1 3

Evening tide 12

go N. N. W, a brifk gale
1 Northerly, a brifk gale
2 S. W, by. S. ‘moderate

3 Northerly, moderate .-

4 N.E. by E. moderaté
Eaﬁ:crly, blows freth
6 Eafterly, blows hard
7 N. by E. a freth gale
8 Wefterly, moderate. _
g W. N. W. moderate,

- 10 Wefterly, difto

15 N, E. by N. a freth gale

TI Weﬁeﬂy, moderate .

:Evening tide 13

12 Nor*herlv, blows. freth
13 N. E. blows hard -
14 N. E.” moderate

16 Southetly, moderate-
17 Southerly, dittd
1SN.E. by N '

" 19 Wefterly.
20W. by S, °

218, by E.

12
13
13

o) n

I
‘1x
12
i1
I
11
12
1x
S

Wluelmnin  alwsjn

CER L

14
15
iz

ITam
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1 am employed fo much in other bufinefs that

1 eannot take the particular height of the tides,
but they are moderate. :

w I N D S
Fuly 22 Northerly
N. E.

24 N. E.

At this time I was engaged in founding Nel-

{fon-river. }
' 25 N. E. by’ E. little wind and veered
much. With fuch veerable winds the tides are
always low here. ‘
26 Southerly, a fine galc
27 Southerly, ditto
28 Wefterly, veerable -
29 Eafterly, blows frefh
30 Southerly, moderate
1 S_.W. a fine breeze
Auguft 1 Wefterly, moderate and veerable
2 Northerly, blows frefh
3S. W. afine breeze and veerable
4N.N. W. moderate and veerable
5 Wefterly, moderate and veerable
6 S. W. a fine gale and veerable

“The Hudfon’s-bay, captain Fowler came into

the 'river. :
7 S. W. veerable

I was difcharged out of the fort and went on
board the thip for England.

THE nights of the sth and 6th September
1745, the tide flowed -higher than the proper
fprings; the moon feven days old, 20ti Sep-
tember 1745, tide flowed 13 feet 7 inches. At
this feafon the higheft tides are often five or fix days
after the full or change of the moon, occafioned by
hard gales in the N. W. quarter.
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