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A CO-ORDINATING INDEX SYSTEM

FOR PARLIAMENTARY RECORDS

By ROBT. C. DUNBAR

Copyright, Canada, 1911,

by Robt. C. Dunbar.



Wliili' tlic CiiMudiiiM system nf p;iili;uiiciitiiiv rcpoitiiijr roiii|i;in's favorably uilli

till' systems (if (ttlier llii^ilisli-speakiiiji; eoiiiil lies, the piiMisiied records of (lie inoeeei iii;ts

of the Senate and Hoiim of ("ominous are of less value as works of reference than thev
wonld he if complete indices, in convenient form, were piihlished concurrently. Thi'

daily record of the proccdiiifis ""f l*;'rliainenl is spread ovei live dilTereiit publications,

the .Miiiut''s and Hansard of the Senate and tiie \'o|. s and Proceclinf^s and revised ami
unrevised editions of the Haiis;:rd of tlie House of Ciinmons. No indices to any of thes-

pul)lic.'itions are issued until aft( i the close of the S( ~sion to which the/ relate, so that to

trac" the course of any piece of le<;islat ion throujih the record>. or even to refer to a |iarticuiar

speech diiiiiifr the Session in wliiidi it is didi veri'd, is a tedious and unsatisfactory umler-
takinj;.

The establishment of an idiicient concurrent index which would co-ordinate all

branches of the record, so that at a fflaiice tlie course of a d(d)a;e or of a piece of lejrisiation

could be traced, would undoubtedly facilitate the work of inefd)ers aii<l olliciais of Parlia-

ment and of solicitors, newspaper men and others who have occasion to refer to parliancn-
t; .y records. Sucdi an index would necessarily be kept on cards, in the same manner as

library catalojrues, etc., in order that eaidi day's proceedinj;s mif;lit be ent( red immediatelv
on their publication.

.\s there is a sharp distinction b-tween public and jirivate legislation it would be

desirable to have .separate indices for the two classes of lejrislatioii. Thus, to make th"

rim^
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