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Growing Cherries in Manitoba

'".' uitl. «|| thr^n" , .1 "V '':/' ^"" ""•^' '" "MHTm.,.„t

""'t youi.K tn,...s.
'
" ^ "• ^""""' » ''«» "'•• .i,.si,<.».s „f planting

HIa.-k Tartarian, an nJ . \, 'Vr
*"""'^'^t'^« "f Windso,.

M.niotin.e ago [ lau sfii ,

"'"''"" "'"' "'t'"'<'>f»' that i.

' tl...n induU. , n of t ,:':'/'
'"'"""'"""••" "^ *"" vision.

i" future. h,,t al^^ U wis T '.
''i"''''"''

*" '"' '^"t""'-"'

s...ir.K that oher,^ - <• arc! L /'n' ^''T'-
''"" '""""•'"»-'

>"iKhtydoadthin/it a" „ ^,"
, ? "V"" ""•^*- ""^ «
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''•""''"' "-•-• ^^"»

tJiouph for a tii.u. v.- r.-sfo f,
"" ''" "" '" ^'""ko. al

H."arins K"od i „"tV; t,t '„^ ''^"•''""••"t'' '» that line.

""0 year old trees u,.e g t f „f u ""/ ^'•""- «"^ « f^'"

Hmnge our ina..ner of .n 1/,"
.'""*'''*'*«• '^^'« ^J'"'i»i<'d to

wore what nur.sery rnvTZuluVT-.V'' ""*" ^"«'- ^^^-^
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feet high. After h g Hnnlv ,1'?/''' '
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""''"^ ""^ « ^^'f
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".'.•i^ht part of tr ree w 'Ct ,;"r'^- /" *"" '«" *'-
.'•ound. the following spring thev we 1 ."'"^ ""^*'"'^' *" *""
upright po.sition. thm. HaJ^voZ,. ,"""""^ *" "'•'"""« »"
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I (iroiving Cherriet in Manitoba.

title WHN unnually bf>nt over flat on the vrouiid held down
with H hooked pill driven into the Krouiid and a little muleh
thr>\vn over the limbs for the winter. On the approach of

NKiiiiK the pins were drnv ; out and the tree assumed an U|>-

j{l t position. In eight years time the tree had grown .so

st'.onit we were unable to bend them down. On leaving them
) ne winter in an upright position we found them dead or

nearly so the following spring. This elosed another of our

experiemes In cherry growing, and although we grew .some fine

fruit for H number of years It could not be called altogether a

sM.'ce.H.-^, s(» we decided to dl»coiti"ue further planting in this

manner.

In 1891 we heard of a number of hardy varieties .if cherry

trees that had been Introduced to tne States from Northern

Russia, and from the Introdu .'r Prof. J. \.. Budd of Ames.Iowa.

we received and pla. ted oat the following varieties: Bessara

bain, 23 Orel, Sklanka and Shublanca. to those were adde<i

from Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa such hardy North Ger-

man varieties as Cerise De Osthelm. Lutooka and L'*haur W 'i-

rlisel. For a few years these varietie grew well and to all appear

ance were fairly hardy in tree, and we were in hopes something

valuable and suitable for our extreme conditions had at last

been found. In due time the trees attained sufficient size to

form fruit buds In abundance but no blossom ever appeared.

In brief the conclusi n was reached, that while the trees were

hardy enough the fruit buds were not. a.id that no fruit ever

woul'i be raised from them, so about the year lt<98 all were

consigned to that T iphet of so many blasted hopes the "Brush

I'lle.' But still we had faith in the possibilities of cherry

growing in Manitoba. From a friend (n Minnesota we learned of

a very hardy and prolific variety, known as the Homer Cherry,

which had been extensively and successfully cultivated in

that state for over forty year Eight trees of this variety were

received and planted out in most favorable location with every

hopes of sueei'ss as this variety was said to be the hardiest and

best that was to he found in Minnisota. they lingered a while

with us. but their 'nme here was short and finally they aJso

went up in smoke. But still we had every hopes of the ultimate

•iucccss of cherry growing In our pro.ince. In 1S!»!» we heard of

11 Mr. Kud,«<):i of Sjiringfleld, Minn., who had originated a fruit

which he had named the Compass Cherry, as .soon as trees were

Hvailabl(> we received two from the originator, one of these died

the other lived, and is living yet, and bearing good crops of

fruit. As this cherry has evidently come to stay a more ex
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Growinu CWrrir, i„ Manitoba.

tnidoU notirn «f Its ..ualitl... mlirht be in order. The ConnmHH

hr, t.-K *^V'•'^'"^'"'
'"""• ""^ "'•''•••'" t'> »•« 'airly hardythroughout the Provlnre where It l« now belnr grown to aronHlcerahIo extent. The tree.. heRln to bea- when two andhr.H. yearn old. The fruit In of a dark r.KldUh eolor I« 'xcellen

':;^rs;r.rr."'''''"'
""'^""'"'

'- -' ^^^ -'- -<» '^-S

attae!;;'of'"''h..L7«Hr"'
"'"'"' ^" '"' """"'y "•"« ''»•" t""attacks of huiTH. MUK.S or worrn.M. It !.•* true they are not the-eal eherry. but In „.y estimation they are -ne ofthe bes" f ult!pertaining to the eherry we have found.

In 1900 we reeeived from Central Experimental Farm. Ottawaa large number of one y.ar old Seedling Cherry trees.Thesewer!

-STtOttaw
"'"^ "'

k" "f^'"'"'*
""•""•" ^'^"'•'- that had fmit

^nJ f?r the i;«A'h
"^"1 **"''"' ''""•' ^^""''" '"'^'^ "ardy with u.s.and for the laHt three or four years have been bearing fair crops

l^^Jxl^^"^"^
"''' '"'""^ '" '"^*' ""^ ^"»"ty. «"me being very

The h-hf/"?"
««"'•• "thers again b«lng of fair «i.e andqSThe habit of growth is a thick bush some of those on oi.rgrounds being seven feet high and seven feeTaeross

r... ,J*""°'«
"^-''d OharrlM. Th.N Interesting eluss of new

r, .its originated by Prof. Hansen of .South Dakota State CouiTa e w-orthy of mo,e than passing notice, although of but recenm oduction int.. this Province, they give promise of Trea

:>?lr:nd earlJZriSg^'
'''' ""^ .uaiity of the fruit, hardfnel

We will menMon a few that have already fruited with n««n« would like to say here th-.t should they prove as satSifactory in the future as they have In the past few years w-wou c have no hesitation in saying that I conside^ t^.em thmo.st valuable aquisition In the way of hardy stone fruTts ofKood equality, we have yet plantea.

Etopa. This is a cro.«s between a Sand Cheirv and «!..ifo„Plum, ,ir,. r,ult.d 1». color dark nurple, ,l.,hS purploS

n ,??!t**" -^ ^'™*'" between the wild .' .nd Cherry and th..Oold Plum first fruit 1912. fruit is large oelng ov "oneTneh
< hameter. dark purplish red. with blue bloom, fesh g7eeflavor a mingling of the sprightllness of the .sand eherrv wTt,

if
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Ctnui'iiiii l.hvrrivs in .Uiiiiilitlm.

thi' rich R»Tctiii')*x of thp Kolil I'll! (("iillty «li'lliliiii.«, |iit

''tiiull, ri|i<< Ni'|)tt>iiil)i r .'til.

Eiaptan. A cro.s.x lictuiTii thi' >^Hti<t riicriy himI Siiltuii

I'liiiii. (ir^t fnilt tlH'J, color <tiirk iniriili', <'l/i, will iivi>;'nK<'

I'liiHllcr tliHit Oputu, Miiallty tIclicioiiM. fh'^li l>liick |iiii(>li' rroin

•iklii to |iU. ri|i<> Scptciiilicr tltli.

. .inMta. A cro.vM l)ctu'c)'ii the Sntid ClitMiy ami ttii' l)fMitn

I'littii. flrnt fruit ltM'2, hI/c, over tin Iticli Iti (llniiM'tiM, color bluck
when fully rljii', with blue hloom, flcxh cliiijf. ycllowNIi grwu.
Npritly iilcH^'Htit, thin Mkln, the fruit s u niliiKlinK of the Sund
Cherry and the r>eKnta I'luni. So far a.i te^'tetl thi.i lix the most
prolific liearer of all the Hybrid.^ in our orcluu'd. fruit ripe

September 8th.

Oheresota. Of the same parentaK*' a." the SatiMota an<i while
the fruit of that variety i» rounti that of the C'hcresot 1." IoiikLhIi

witli a xniali prickle at the aiKX. tlie fruit aveiuKcs ><maller

than the Sansota, and about a week later in rlpeninu

Tokejra. A cross between the Sand Cherry and a Chinese
Apricot Plum, first fruit l!«i!i, the fruit this year was over an
inch in diameter, color dark red, ilesh Kieeii, of fine (|uality,

pit very .small, fruit ripe September 7th.

This completes the list of crossbred clu-rries tluit have uj>

to tiic presfnt fruited In our orchard, but there are a nuiiibei

of others that are promising that liave not yot fruited, ft will

be noticed that some of the varieties of the erossbreds men
tloned have l)ee*i bearing since IIM)!) these we lc'»k upon ai-

beluK <tuite hardy with u.s, while those that hav ,niy l)orne

one crop, altliouKh tlu' trees apftear to be (Ulte i.uidy. siioulfl

iiave further trial licforc pronounciuK definitely on their merits

as to iiardincss of tree, aithouKii the fruit is excellent. We have
l-een fruitinu for a number of years selected types of the Wild
Sand Clierry, sometimes knowi> as tiie liocky Mountain Cherry.

'I'lie bush Is ((uite hardy, and annually bears heavy crops ot

black cherries of medium ((uality .-lultable forcanniiiK. The I,ake

ilacikal Cherry from Siberia, a .Japanese Clierry is al.so entirely

liardy in tree with us, hut as tliey have not yet came Into

bearing we cannot ju<l>;c of the merit.s of the fruit.

This finishes our rambling paper on our experiences in

cndea'ouring to grow Cherries in Manitoba, and in tlic fulness

of time we think we will be able to grow this delicious fruit in

abundance and also plums and apples. And in closing let me
>uggest to the man possesing a suitable location t«) plant u



UruiKiiiu t:hfrrii» in Manitohu.
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