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Quotations
Hrlatinr tu thr Ap^irrrialinii nf Snnba.

"My books are friends that never fail me'
the intimacy of a letter to his mother.

wrote Carlyle

'•\n inattcr li..\v |K.or I iim. an<t even il tlie |>r..ft|«n.iH will
:lude themselves from my obscure dwelling, if only the sacred
Iters will enter and take up their abode under niv roof and
Iton will cross my threshold to sing to me of Paradise and
akespeare to open to me the world of imagination, and the
rkmgs of the human heart, I shall not pine," etc

Ellery rhanning.

"Tumbling around in a library was one of mv highest
icities in boyhood."

.

.
k •

Oliver Wendell Holmes.

"I love my books, true friends are thev, who serve with
adfast con.stancy, dear comrades of arm chair and fire, filling
lonely hours and heart's desire."

Seitz.

"I .shall write for when people will not go to church thev
1 read and when a sermon is forgotten and perishes some-
*es a book lives."

Marie Corelli.

"Books are strange things, although untongued and dumb
with their eloquence they sway the world and powerless

_ impassive as they .seem, move o'er the impre.ssive heartsmen li cc fire across the prairie. Mind .speaks and thev star
else dark firmament."

Orson Sweet Warden.

iZ^/l!!
^^'"'""''

T^}''
^"rds of Open Sesame, as per anlent fable, once unlocked untold hidden treasures Like-

st l^Sn^^ ^ '^^'
"^T**/" *^*" treasures of the highest and

ch tuin t^^tl!'"r ^°f' f'"'
'^' ''^^ philosopher's stone

ter ?fp fnllJ-H
'^'" ^"'"'*"'' ^"^ ^^^"'"^ '"«'"^'"ts into

reforl Vn n
"PP^:^""'**^^ and golden achievements.

ine of the greatest services man can render one to another."

Lome Pieice.
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), for a bookie and a shady nookie,

Vith the greenie leaves wisperin' overheadie,

-ither in a doorie or outie,

Vnd the streetie cries all aboutie.

), for a bookie for onie to readie

Ul about the newie and oldie,

'or such a bookie is better to meie

fhan all the silver and goldie.

An extract from an old English Record,

lured by the Author at the Central Library of Chicago, 111.)
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jaEAR READER:—

I * As I was contemplating the
dictation of a salutary greeting to you as
implied in this entitled subject, I was re-

minded of certain applicable sentiments
which had been contained in a public
eulogy paid by W. E. Marshall, a Nova
Scotia poet, to Edward W. Thompson, of
Ottawa, some little time ago. That tribute
was a token of appreciation by the former,
of certain literary productions by his es-

teemed friend thus honored. The first

paragraph of that panegyric was expres-
sed in language virtually as follows :

—

Though I have never seen thee face to face,
Nor heard they voice nor grasped thine out-

stretched hand;
And may not ever, on this earthly strand
Enjoy thy presence as a day of grace;
Yet thy unbounded heart enlargeth space

I

Within my heart, because thy books contain
A kind regard for nie—one of a throng

I

Thy love has lifted up and cheered along.
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"Likewise, we, too, may never meet fai

to fate as friend with friend, yet, becaus
of the fact that some of the most vital ii

terest in the moral realm of life are ii

stinctively mutual, that not only justifie

but under certain provocations, creatt

obligatory claims upon us towards eac
other, and to all who may come within th

sphere of our extended influence."

A similar instance stands out very cleai

ly in the stern records relative to a senss
tional legal trial which was held in th
Supreme Court of New York City in 191

S

In connection therewith one of the wit
nesses for the plaintiff, by virtue of hi

own evidence, became legally guilty of th
same serious charge which he had pur
posed to establish against the defendant.

The case upon the docket was that of j

criminal action against the White Stai
Steamship Company, then accounted res
ponsible for the awful catastrophe of th<
loss of the noted Titanic. The witness had
emphatically declared in his sacredly sworn
evidence, that the defendants had been

X .-•

X.

Ci^.;$i.,iS

^x^N> i-^

nj

I'ltp' Twt'lvf



i:'\

\ cVv

i:*.^.

ArssaQr-

-ta }iuu.

leet face

because

vital in-

are in-

iustifiea,

creates

ds each

thin the

•y clear-

a sensa-

in the |-

in 1912.
\

he wit- W'

'. of his
I

^^ of the I

id pur-

dant.

lat of a

;e Star

ed res-

of the

ess had
' sworn

i been

.^I>

sruilty of wilful neglect and of the most
cruel acts of violence towards helpless
women and children during the throes of
that dreadful panic in the death struggle
for admission to the life-boats.

"What did you do to alleviate the suffer-
ings?" thundered the Judge from the
throne to the witness upon the stand. In
terror, the man admitted indirectly that
he had rendered absolutely no assistance
whatever except so far as it concerned his
own deliverance. As a result he was un-
mercifully stigmatized by the presiding
authorities, and in time, hissed out of
:ourt by all who were present.

When I come to think of it, that incident
suggests a still further analogy to the case
in hand, beyond that of personal responsi-
bility as above implied. It is contained in
a similitude which is often employed in the
portrayal of human existence, as that of
a frail craft upon the heaving bosom of the
vast and turbulent sea of life.

Not only is such a reference very fitting
to that of an individual career, but it ap-

?\
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plies as well to that oi the home, com-
munity, municipality, commonwealth, na-
tional or international life. Thus a ship of
^tate, as well as a single-manned canoe, is

subject to adverse winds, rolling tides,
storms, hurricanes, and perchance, many
other subtle and unseen opposing forces
such as may impel a change of course, or
terminate a lease of navigation.
Was not that noted Titanic a supposed

unsinkable miniature world afloat, built at
a cost of no less than ten million dollars,
suddenly impeded in her proud onward
march by a fatal solar plex thrust from a
treacherous roving pirate who had evi-
dently enticed the mighty Atlantic to per-
mit a full right-of-way regardless of what-
ever the consequences might be? Hence,
in spite of the official schedule and desig-'
nated port, that of New York City, for the
disembarkation of her enormous wealth,
and over three thousand members of hu-'
man freight, that monstrous ship 882 feet
long, poked her nose into the Atlantic for
a head-first plunge to a premature watery
grave, at a depth of 2760 fathoms, or

/
,^.
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to fan.

1G.500 feet. She refused to obey ordcs as
per charted instructions, later than 11.40
p.m. on Sunday, April 14th, 1912, or to
cross beyond the bounds of Lat. 4r 46'

North, Longitude 50' 14' West. She fur-
thermore refused to release from her re-

lentless dying grip over 1600 prf .ous
souls.

It has been said that a proper vigilance
should have sensed the approach of that
submarine iceberg by the natural change
of corresponding temperature.
A recall of that accusation reminds me

of a strange presentiment which came to
me as if it had been a premonition of the
great European conflict, a few weeks prior
to the first of the many succeeding declara-
tions of war by the various nations in-
volved, that being then in August, 1914.
Though in very poor health at that time,

scarcely able to hold a pen. yet I seemed
homehow impelled to write, and at that,
in a somewhat poetical strain, of matters
such as are here slightly indicated by the
following verbatim .stanzas

:

\.y
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The '"7»;j^^»'jjf^reflection «t«Iked through all the

AwukeninK^ princesi,' reminiscence from dreamswith laden treasures fraujfht;
Myriads of skilled attendants followed in hiswinding trail,

"

WeavinK all his weird sugrgestions into curious
checkered tales;

Some memoirs of his roving thoughts as found
in records made to .^how

Were dated on July the twelfth of nineteen hun-
Ured, one and four;

Tney hinted via « strange predict, in singular
figurative terms aglow;

Fome eminent scenes of tragedy, of suffering and
international wo';;

Hark! Hark! He whispered. I faintly hear awend tumultous rumbling sound.
As if it were a smouldering fuse in earth's su-preme volcanic mound.
I perceive as well a phenomenal code traced in a

scroll by a monarch's pen,
•Twill encircle the globe with a startling moanof a fateful tragic mien." etc., etc

Had not indeed the ruthless massacres
of the Austrian Royalties at Sarajevo a

iVJ
short time previous, already ignited a

y/ 1 deadly international fuse which was de.s-

/ ;j tined to cause a universal eruption and
; /

'. boundless tidal waves of destruction ?

'C/v
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At the time of that dictation, all the
ships of state, and navies of the world,
were either resting on their representative
oars, or speeding upon errands of frivolity,
dancing to the tune of universal harmony;
and peace prevailed. Alas! how ver, how
soon thereafter came the predicted writing
cast upon the dark background of the
vaulted sky. In consequence of the fulfil-

ment thereof it is now estimated on one of
the balance sheets in the ledger of history,
that at least eigh, million live., were sacri-
ficed to the gods of war. They represented
the brightest flowers of the world's man-
hood.

Graphically those figures portray an ap-
proximate extended regiment of soldiers
standing shoulder to shoulder along the
Canadian Pacific track from Halifax to
Vancouver, or from the Coast of the Atlan-
tic to that of the Pacific.

What of it now? Were all the angry
gods appeased? Have those rolling waves
upon life's turbulent sea all subsided?

,.'/

!
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Alas
!
the by-product of that gigantic con-

flict, the endless trails of woe and suffer-
ing entailed—shall the world ever survive
that vital shock? Shall she once more
swing back to her normal equilibrium,
with her nations purged in seas of blood
and tears?

I wondered the other day as I thought
of the historic account of the Rise and
Fall of the World's mightiest empires dur-
ing the Dark Ages and the Mediaeval De-
cades, whether it was really true what I

then saw before me in the public press,
namely:

—

"Never have men of any age seen what we
are seeing. Never has violence so tremendo,..,
so rapid, m the entire structure of national bu.i-
re.s, and social life heaved up the very founda-
tions of the world. Never have so many new
problems so many demands for readjustment
thrust themselves upon men and women fo-
•jettlement. Things big with fate are happening
tast Thoy are arousing: violent prejudices, with
clashing opinions in every assembly and in everv
newspaper where the minds and hearts of mc^i
find expression."

\ ,
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Now, as I have turned to another page,
I see that some other writer has caught the

[

same strain and has given expression thus

:

"The times in which we are now livingr are un-
precedented in history. With nearly every house-
hold necessity controlled by a trust, profiteering
is made easy. The wealth of nations is in the
hands of a few. Humanity everywhere is seek-
ingr for something: to relieve the strain, to adjust
conditions, to prevent the world from plunging
into chaos and ruin. But as if some giant force
were pushing them on, humanity rushes farther

t into the night and closer to the edge. Notwith-
I standing the cross currents and eddies, the tide
of human woe is rapidly rising. Poverty and

[

want stalk boldly through our cities."

Just now as if some special emphasis of

I

the sentiments expressed in the last clause
were in order, a few stanzas of "Watch-
man, What of the Night!" by Ruth Lees
Olson, seem to be plaintively ringing in my

I
ears.

^

"Watchman, what of the night?

I

Hunger, gaunt-eyed, crouches with quivering lip
and hmb,

*^

While to her tattered skirts skeleton children
cling.

I'iij.'!' Nin»t<ni
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Facing the three p-ay wolves, famine, pestilence

Implacable, grim, relentless, their snarling foair
fangs taunt.

1

1'
"WatchT.i.^n, what of the night?

Clad in golden garments, glittering with jewels
; V rare,

/Ip ^'""''^'he'l.i"
^^^^^^ luxury, opulent wealth walks

While with vigor of manhood, muscle and brawn
and bone.

Labor stands with clenched hands, demanding of
wealth his own.

"Watchman, what of the night?
See, on the hilltop and mountains, valley and

held and plain.

The clouds of fear are swirling, rising and falling
agam, *

On the hearts of men and women, filling their
souls with unrest.

Mad with a thirst for pleasure, mad with the
fear of death."

The idea thus advanced is that the great
issues involved in the contentions between
the vast opposing forces of Capital and
Labor are among the prime factors in the
present world unrest. Industrialism and
Commercialism, as they are designated,
are pronounced greedy and soulless, and as
having for years exploited to the utmost

|

It
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i
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limit uneducated labor, at starving wages,
and under conditions beyond normal en-
durance. By so doing, they are even dis-

qualifying, so ; is declared, the present
generation for a perpetuation of a men-
tally and physically sound succeeding race.

But listen ! In the midst of the struggle
for a mere existence, Socialism beckons at-

tention to great promises of relief and con-
sequent happiness if the world will but
bow to its soothing mandates.
On the other hand, no great procession

of Capitalistic Representatives have as yet
been seen waving flags of surrender and
truce to such claims. Instead, they have
rather in a stubborn way and independent
of what the former may or may not pro-
pose, already formulated plans for the exe-
cution of the most gigantic industrial pro-
jects that the world has ever known, for
the betterment of mankind,
A few indications as to the nature of

such optimistic declarations may be stated
as follows

: A new railroad is to be built
from Pekin, China, to run clear through

;/

!\\

,V ''.

i
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the Province of Pichili opening up com-
merce and civilization of the world to tens
of millions of common people.

A power canal is to be constructed from
the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea for the
purpose of raising the sweet waters of the
Sea of Galilee to make possible a Garden
of all Palestine.

French and Italian engineers are about
to survey a tunnel under Mount Blanc to
join the two countries.

Federal and State Governments of the
United States are to spend seven hundred
million dollars on good roads.

There is as well to be constructed an
immense canal system for the irrigation
of six million acres of desert land sur-
rounding the immortal Garden of Eden,
from the water of the Euphrates.

Greece, fully recovered from the war,
her people and country being prosperous,
ihe government is about to tackle mammotli
public works planned by famous old Peri-
cles 450 y_ irs before Christ.

These contentions are but f ' of the

.'^i:
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discordant cries sounding from every quar-
ter of the globe as to the signs of these
present times. At one extremity, there ap-
pears the dawn of a perfect age, the Utopia
about which the sages have so long been
u timing. At the other extreme bounds,
there is heard the vibrating echoes of the
solemn prophetic declaration : "As it was
in the Days of Noah, so shall it also be in
the days of the coming of the Son of Man,
etc." Suggesting an utter apostasy of man
and a consequent swift and final consum-
mation of all things at the bar of the judg-
ment throne. m

I'aj.'e Twonty-tlirw
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/A NE particular epoch in the history ofw the world stands out very significant
at this time as bearing upon the

questions at issue relative to the disinte-
gration of nations and the evident unrest
and disruption everywhere. The time re-
ferred to was when Rome was nearing tne
supreme height of her power. A nucleus
of the Latin race 700 years previous, had
become a nation after so many centuries of
succeeding conquests and the acquisition
of Greece, Spain, Italy, the northern part
of Africa, and portions of Northwestern
Europe. Now, that nation had become an
empire and was under the sway of the il-

lustrious Caesars. Just at a time when
they cherished great imperial designs for
still further extensions of territorial do-
mains, and all possible solidifications of
the diversified races of subjects, within
their dominions a notable child was born.

/
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right in their midst, one who was destined
to dispute the sovereignty of the world
with the spirit of Caesar.

Many phenomenal events occurred dur-
ing that period attesting the unprecedent-
ed claims which had been entertained, con-
cerning the royal heritage of that child and
the inspired predictions of his coming and
that he should finally reign without a rival.

It is true that his was an obscure par-
entage, and the surrounding environments
of his birth were of the most humble type.
Singularly, however, to nearby shepherds,
his advent had been announced through
angelic messengers and a strange repre-
sentative of the starry hosts guided wise
men from the East to the stable and
manger crib wherein the child lay.

The rare and precious gifts which they
presented and the homage and adoration
rendered, was an evidence of undoubted
faith in their declarations, namely, that in
the form of that little babe the most im-
portant representative of the entire human
race was embodied, and that within the

/
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bounds of his sovereign away depended the
fate of the world.

Another singular event as above infer-
red, occurred in connection with the dedi-
cation of that child in the temple at Jerusa-
lem when he was eight days old, as re-
quired by the Jewish law in vogue at that
time. The incident referred to was the
fact that Simeon, a devout man, had pre-
viously received an undoubted divine evi-
dence that his life should be prolonged
until the fulfilment of God's covenant with
his people, and its prophetic consumma-
tion, in the advent of Sihloh as a gift of
God for the redemption of the world.
Strangely led by the impulse of God's
spirit, he was in the temple when
that child was presented for dedica-
tion. Doubtless it was with the most
thrilling delight that he recognized in
that presentation a legal representative
introduced to the whole human race, the
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. For
presently thereafter, he took the child in
his arms and blessed God and said, "Lord,

CCiK^^sS /
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now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in fr\)
peace according to Thy Word, for mine ('

eyes have seen Thy salvation, etc." He
furthermore, beholding the child's parents,
likewise blessed them and said unto Mary,
the mother, "Behold this child is set for
the fall and rising of many in Israel, and
for a sign which shall be spoken against,
yea, a sword shall pierce through thine
own soul also, that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed."

We can but conjecture the consternation
of the chief executives of the Roman pow- ^^

ers at the assumption that from a race '//
which they held in the most bitter con- '

tempt, a presumptuous usurper had been
dreamed of. Absurd as such a supposition \\
was upon the very face of it, it neverthe- W"^
less occasioned many secret session of
state, relative to private matters of the
most momentous import in the Court of
King Herod.

The first deep-laid, seductive plan,
strangely miscarried, however. The wise
men, obeying instructions from higher
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powers than those which they had received
him as to the success or otherwise of their
important mission. The hypocritical royal
plot having been thus foiled, the spirit of
revenge now intensified the instinctive hat-
red to a point where vengeance demanded
from the King, never returned to inform
the extermination of all children from the
age of two years and under, in Judea and
all the coast thereof, thus preventing any
possible escape of that alleged despotic foe.
How soon indeed after Simeon's inspired
prophetic verification in the temple was
the insight of the prophet verified by the
spirit of bitter rivalry which prevailed?
How wonderful

; indeed, thrilling and en-
trancing, in view of all that happened, are
the records of history relative to the mar-
vellous preservation of the life of that
child, through infancy, youth, maturity
and manhood, even to the full limit of his
appointed span of life. Now, however,
during the ever memorable scenes of the
climax of that divine life incarnate, which
held the fate of the world and the issues
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Iwhich have challenged the •'upremacy of
j

;, A
lall other sovereignty ; even the sun refused *

'

Jto shine, darkness covering all the land for
jthree hours, during that greatest battle for
Iconquest that the world has ever known.
JThe scene was laid at Golgotha upon
JMount Calvary, the consummation thereof
Ithat day ending at the grave where the
llast remains of the victim of that dark plot
(was entombed.

"The tomb is the only safe prison," said
iPoppea, to Nero. "There the dead excite
|no tumult and tell no taies.*^

She had supplanted Seneca, the daugh-
Iter of Claudius, who was the true Em-
1
press, still living, but securely exiled.
[Through two murders and two divor-
:es, Poppea had waded her way to

la miserable throne. Not until—like in
jthe case when the head of John the Baptist
[had been presented to Herodious— the
Isaintly form of Seneca had been mutilated
land thus presented, and Agrippina, the
[mother of Nero, as well, had been treach-
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erounly .stahJ>ed to death ; not until then, I

repeat, did Poppea feel that she was safe
as the then ruling Roman empress and
wife of Nero.

"The grave is a safe repository for the
remains of the conquered foe; no further
tumults raised there." Is that what you
said Poppea?

p
In view of such a .statement, stranger

than ever is a scene which followed the
events of that most not.'jble day in history,
known as the day of the Cruo'*;xi i of
Christ. As already stated the life of the

If ^ } "^^^^ notable per.sonage in the annals of

^ I
human history had been taken by cruel

,

I

hands and his body laid in the .seclusion of

^ !

the dead. But listen! Some of the insti-

.

I

gators of that late tumult, and the crowned
, /

heads of the jurisdiction of tho.se domains,
I

)

for some mysterious cause, suddenly be-
1

j

came alarmed as to the outcome of their
dark deeds of the previous day, as though

I
)^

even the grave might in some unknown
'

,
manner betray its sacred trust of secrecy

/
,'

;
to spies of retribution. As a consequence,

X.— •,
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there wa-s great confusion, and in haste,
that newly hewn sepulchre, with its sac-
redly consigned trust, was made unques-
tionably secure, above all by being sealed
with the signet of the presiding governor,
and amply guarded by a large body of
Roman Koldiers.

It was at the close of the third day after
that notable event that two men were re-
turning from Jerusalem to the village of
Emmaus; unexpectedly they were joined
by an apparent stranger, who said unto
them

: "What manner of communications
are these that ye have one to another as
ye walk and are sad?" The reply was,
"Art thou a stranger in Jerusalem, and
hast not known the things which are come
to pass these days? "What things?" said
He. "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth," they
answered, "Who was a prophet mighty in
deed and in word, and how the chief
priests and our rulers condemned Him to
death and have crucified Him." We had
trusted that it had been He which should
have redeemed Israel, and besides, this is

:M
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the third day since these things have been
done, which facts we now remember His
having thus prophesied. Yea, certain wo-
men also of our company made us aston-
ished, which were early at the sepulchre,
and failing to find His body they assured
us that they had seen angels instead,
which said that He was no longer dead, but
that he haa triumphantly risen from the
grave, even as He had also declared that
He should."

"Then," replied the stranger, unto them,
"Oh, fools and slow of heart to believe all

that the prophets have spoken. Ought not
Christ to have suffered these things" ; "and
beginning at Moses and all the prophets,
he expounded unto them in all the scrip-
tures the things concerning himself, etc

.

etc."

In the far-reaching implication of the
last paragraph, declared by him who spake
as never man spake, are contained the ex-
tended sacred links in history which not
onlyconnect that particular epoch to which

PusTf Tliirty-tW)
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we have so very briefly referred, and the
fulfilment of these past events to that time,
but also to the perilous times in which we
now live as we have already affirmed.

Primarily, the world has refused to res-
pond to the just claims of God as such have
been revealed to mankind in the now fully
historically verified plan of His infinite re-
demption of the world from sin, through
the medi^.cion of His own Son upon the
cruel Cross of Calvary. Alas ! The world
has refused the proffered gift, failed in-
deed to recognize its day of glorious visi-
tation. We have wilfully spurned the out-
stretched arms of Infinity, such as would
all mankind embrace, in pity, meixy, love
and reconciliation.

Actual facts of existing conditions in the
world today, such as bear upon the momen-
tous issue involved in this subject, seem
utterly incredible to our sight and compre-
hension. In spite of all our boasted
achievements we are still allied with the
spirit that ruled the Caesars.
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What are the real facts from the present
point of view as to the claim which had
been entertained concerning that child,

which though born in comparative obscur-
ity, was pitted against all the ruling pow-
ers of the world. Very briefly the res-

ponse to that all-important interrogation
might be indicated as follows

:

All the boast of heraldry, the pomp of
power, and the wealth of the Roman Em-
pire has passed away, and become sup-
planted by new civilizations upon its

charred ruins. The lustre of the world
revered name of Caesar has long since lost
the glitter of its charm.

As to its hereditar: .spirit, however, ever
since espoused by the world, what fathom-
less depth of misery and woe have been en-
tailed, leaving us still plunged in an abyss
of despair, doomed to an inevitable retri-

bution as the dire efl'ects of such a course.

As against that which is but representa-
tive of all that is temporal, deceptive and
fleeting, stands the immortal Christ, the
victorious King of Kings and Lord of

I'iim' Tliirlv-f'iiiir
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He who was dead but liveth again,

to reign forever and ever, having conquer-
ed even death and the grave. From the
foundation of the world it was decreed, as
was later on affirmed by King David, that
Christ's kingdom should be an everlasting
kingdom and that His memorials were to
extend throughout all generations.

The Emperor Nero and King Herod,
who had so viciously contended for the
death of Christ, after but a few years of
temporal reign, relinquished the sway of
their respective sceptres, golden crowns
and purple robes, to live in name only upon
the annals of mediaeval history. As to the
lowly Nazarene, however, every time that
we designate the official date of any trans-
action whatsoever, we . lereby indirectly
at least, admit and honor the majesty of
his sovereign sway in that respect as above
that of all earthly authorities.

Relative to the real nature of his ruling
mandates. Napoleon Bonaparte gave a fit-

ting expression virtually as follows : "The
more I study the world, the more I am

/
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convinced of the inability of force to cre-
ate anything durable." Alexander. Cae-
sar, Charlemagne and myself have found-
ed empires, but upon what did the crea-
tion of our achievements depend? They
depended upon force, whereas Jesus
Christ founded His empire upon Love, and
to this very day there are millions who
would gladly die for him."

' Thus how truly has civilization failed to
implant the liberties by force or legisla-
tive enactments, but above the battle cry
of the vindicators of liberty, the Acts of
Parliaments, and the exultations of our
modern civilization, sounds the declara-
tions of the Christ, "Ye shall know the
truth and the truth shall make you free,"

How appropriate in this connection are
the words expressed by the Rev. Walter
G. Latham, B.A., some time ago, as bear-
ing upon this point, namely, "Human life

has absolutely no meaning when it is rob-
bed of its moral and spiritual value, and
no nation can continue to endure that de-
liberately disregards those sacred com-

sa^f M :§ ^^^.
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mands, which are inherent in life tiself.

Armies and navies perish; and empires
wither and decay. Material beauty fades
and everything fluctuates, but the tri-
umph of a noble conception of a spiritual
mind lives on in lovely majesty with the
stars of heaven."

Does not Germany's downfall in the late
world conflict present an undeniable em-
phasis to Napoleon's inferences ? The con-
tention is historically sustained, namely,
that the inherent cause for their ruthless
course of action was due to her false
philosophy.

As to a specific accusation of that
nature, we are just reminded of a re-
cent notable address given in Chicago,
Illinois, by the Rev. Robert McWatty Rus-
sell, D.D., LL.D.:—"Our modern educa-
tional system, so he declared, is imperilled
by exaggerated materialism. Relative to
these dangers, he says, "The German sy=;-
tem of public instruction, so long held up
as a model for the world, consisted largn-
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\y of sciences, philosophy and theology,
rought out by minds who had thrown off
the authority of Revelation, placing the
supreme emphasis of thought upon ma-
terialistic resources."
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^N a popular newspaper published at^ the capital of the United States, an
editorial appeared some time ago to

the effect that there was a growing im-
pression among eminent thinkers that
Christianity is losing its hold upon men,
that the religious world is drifting from
its moorings, and that faith is becoming a
tradition.

This reminds me seeing Commissioner
Eadie while residing at a large public gath-
ering not long since, suddenly throw up his
hands and springing back upon the plat-
form as if he had seen a startling vision
exclaiming: "They're coming; the waves,
yea, the whitecaps of infidelity are rolling
in. Do you see them?"

Again, I also heard recently an English
li Church Curate thunder from the pulpit a

yi
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clause contained in his text, "There is no
God"! This refers as well to the present

day trend of unbelief and ultimate apos-

tasy.

Alas, how truly does this intimation re-

present our modern hypothesis upon these

important questions. The permeated in-

fluence thereof already threatens the en-

tire disruption of Christian civilization. In

proportion as the religious statutes have
diverged from the tenets of God's word in

favor of the wisdom of this world, to that

degree has it been carried away from its

true anchorage by the seductive tide and
drawn towards the whirlpool of infidelity.

In view of those facts it is with the most
profound adoration that we trace in the
sacred records of God's Word many exact
prophetic declarations concerning the very
times in which we now live. In reference,

for instance, to the fact of the increasing
bounds of man's wisdom in this, the twen-
tieth century, the prophet Daniel predicted
that many should run to and fro, and that
knowledge should be increased. In view of

P.ifrc Forty
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actual present conditions, how true his
vision was as to the fulfihnent of such pro-
phecies, must be evident to all honest en-
quirers.

Perhaps the world has never witnessed a
period of such incessant and intense men-
tal activity. Nature in all her vast do-
mains, in her atoms and her masses, has
been searched with keenest scrutiny and
compelled to give up her wondrous secrets.

The microscope reveals worlds of order and
beauty unseen by the unassisted eye, while
the telescope sweeps the silent sky millions
of stars are discovered, numbered and cat-
alogued. The electric spark sends thought,
in printed words, with lightning speed
around the globe. The microphone magni-
fies sound until the spider's walk across a
window echoes as the tread of an armed
man. The phonograph receives upon its

shining metallic disk the words and tones
of a living speaker, and will be able to re-

produce them after a thousand years. In
the near future concerts in progress at any
point on the continent may be heard in

. ;
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many of our principle cities through wire-
less telephone receivers. All tongues and
tribes and nations are brought into daily
contact, and direct intercourse and fellow-
ship. Time and space are no longer bar-
riers between men, races and empires.
Even the dark continent, the unexplored
equatorial Africa, has been penetrated by
the heroic and dauntless Stanley, from
Zanzib^<r to Rooma, and the cannibal tribes
of the Upper Livingstone are no longer un-
known to the civilized world, and men still

run to and fro, restless and dissatisfied,
crying for more light and more knowledge.

The Christian does not look with dismay
upon these researches into nature, or these
discoveries of science. On the contrary, he
hails with joy each new discovery as af-
fording additional evidence of the wisdom
and goodness of God. Full well does he
know that facts written on the rock leaves
beneath, the star heights above, and the
pages of inspiration when properly under-
stood and interpreted, will be found to be

I'li^rt' r"rly-t\v<



Mf»U9g.
-to uou.

in exact and perfect accord, showinsr forth
the glory of the infinite writer of them all.

There is no controversy between the man
of faith and the man of wisdom provided
each one acts in his proper sphere. There
is not and never has beer ny real conflict

between interpretations Scripture and
interpretations of the f. s of Nature, for
what God has written in His Word never
conflicts with what He has written in His
creation.

Not aM scientists in the past have af-
firmed a faith in a future life, but no
scientific works have denied immortality.

All have declared that nothing in the
leaching of Nature prohibits an expecta-
tion of living again. Today the scientific

world is practically a unit in the pronounce-
ment of its faith in a future existence.
Faith in immortality is in accordance with
the teachings of nature, based on reason
and in harmony with the great laws that
point to eternal progression. So says Dr.
Paul Joire, Professor in the Institute of
Psychophysiology, of Paris, President of
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Ihe French Society for Experimental Psy-
chology.

Gu8tave Myers has declared in his work
entitled "Beyond the Border Line of Life."

that the most sifirnificant, far-reaching,

revolutoinary event that had ever taken
place in scientific circles, one of unparal-

leled importance to the entire human race,

v.-as that of a recent deflection of at

least thirty-five of the world's most illus-

trious scientists from the materialistic

school of philosophy.

In spite of the boasting of this genera-
tion as to the world's progress and wis-
dom, the history and ruins of the Old
World before the advent of our Lord, re-

veal evidences of a civilization excelling

our own. Egypt, situated on the banks of
that strange river whose source has been
discovered in equatorial Africa, speaks out
through her mummied kings, her silent

Sphinx and matchless pyramids; the
ruined walls, seventy feet high, on which
war chariots were driven four abreast;

[ /S^ •></ .^\
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their marvelous hanging gardens filled

with flowers and birds; their exquisite

temples of polished marble overlaid with
ivory and gold, their marvellous life-like

statutes; their highways, firm and hard,
stretching from Imperial Rome to all the
ends of the known world; their arches,
aqueducts and fountains, etc. The bricks
of Babylon, the purple of Tyre, the army
of Xerxes, the conquests of Alexander, the
legions of Rome, the poetry of Homer, the
philosophy of Socrates, the statues of
Phideas, the orations of Cicero, the satires
of Juvenal, the annals of Tacitus—these
are borne on the drifts of the waves of
that ancient civilization, wise in all the
wisdom of this world.

Dr. Garbett, in his Dogmatic Faith,
says: "With the sole exception of the
knowledge of the true God, this old world
carried human advancement to its highest
pitch. For lustre of genius, brilliancy of
wit, fertility of imagination, depth of
thought, artistic taste and skill, aesthetic
sensibilities, and keen relish for pleasures,

Vuav lorty-livc
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the latest period of heathen civilization has

never yet been excelled, perhaps never

equalled." And yet in the midst of all this,

vice and immorality were well-nigh univer-

sal; chastity was almost unknown; thous-

ands of virgins were annually devoted to

prostitution in the temples of the gods ; the

life of a man was esteemed of less value

than that of a dog ; slavery was universal,

and slaves were put to death for the most
trivial causes ; men fought with each other

and with wild beasts in amphitheatres,

where royalty and dainty Roman matrons

gazed with eager delight upon the agonies

of dying men, and turned their thumbs
down over the polished marble in token of

their desire for more blood.

But alas, upon that civilization might
well have been written the inscription

which is upon the altar at Mars Hill, name-
ly, "To the Unknown God". It was all of

this world, and of this world only. It was
outward, material, transient ; it was earth-

ly and sensual. Again I say that these are

the drifts still floating on the current of

m .X,
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human history as it moves on its majestic
course to an infinity of space not measured
by islands, continents and seas, and where
days and years of human probation are lost

in the harvest field of eternity.

In view of the general trend of our pre-
ceding account I cannot resist giving fre-

quent expressions in exclamations of as-

tonishment at what our eyes actually see
and common sense perceives relative to the
rising tide of a universal apostasy, as al-

ready intimated. During all the history of
mankind, there appears never to have been
such a wholesale turning away from the
source of national blessings in order to
take up once more with the gods of the
heathens.

As bearing upon this point, I recall
leading the following in a publication of
recent date:

"It is remarkable that the place of the Bible
in the life of the nation was fixed by precedent
and public sentiment in the United States, and
not by law. It was a day when infidelity was
popular. But when Washington was ready to as-

[/
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sume the office of President of the new Re-
public, he asked for a Bible. Stepping; out on the

balcony of Federal Hall, V^all Street, New York,
in full sight of the assembled multitude, he laid

his right hand on the open Book while repeatinj<

the constitutional oath, and then reverently kiss-

ed the page. State Chancellor Livingston turned
down the corner of the page twoards the words
of Genesis 49: 24, 'His bow abode in strength,

and the arms of his hands were made strong by
the hands of the mighty God of Jacob.' This
custom has never been violated by a President-

elect. The Bible is usually opened at random by
the clerk of the Supreme Court; a record is made
of the passage kissed, and the Book presented
to the President's wife. Cleveland used a little

red Bible given to him as a boy by his mother.
Roosevelt placed his lips to the words of James
1 : 22, 'But be ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only.' The Bible was opened for Presi-

dent Wilson almost at the middle. He kissed the

page at Psalm 119: 46, 'I will speak of thy testi-

monies before Kin<rs and will not be ashamed.' "

I wonder if we can grasp the signi-

ficance of the fact that for hundreds of

years the instructions imparted to the

youths of England and America have been

grounded on the Scriptures. Who can deny
the mighty influences which the Bible ex-

I-
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erted as a factor in the national pros-
perity of the English speaking world
upon what but the Word of God rested the
peaceful reign of our ever-adored Queen
Victoria. But now, within a single gen-
eration, the framework of our educational
system has been so changed that the lan-
guage which expressed the abiding con-
victions of our ancestors sounds as strange
in the atmosphere of our universities, so
they tell us, as the language of a Jifferent
race of men uttering formulaes of some
outlandish, savage religion. The momen-
tous issues involved is relative to a denun-
ciation of the authority of Divine Revela-
tion in favor of modern philosophy, a phil-
osophy which in its essential character is

in accordance with human tradition and
the fundamental principles of the world
system and that not according to Christ,
who is hated by the world, and who has
laid the axe at the root of all worldly
principles.

Prominent among the elements of the
world and of human tradition is the prin-
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ciple that the world reflects the grandeur
of man, and that human reason is the
highest and mightiest factor in it. In our
day, it has become a popular theology that
human reason is the final Court of Appeal
in all matters of doctrine. In man's world,
human achievement is exalted to the high-
est place and no limit is set to what may
be accomplished by human ingenuity.
"Let us build us a City and a tower whose
top may reach unto Heaven, and let us
make us a name." That is the program
of humanity as announced by those who
established the basic principles of worldli-
ness.

In this great world system, that only is

valued and lauded which is attained by the
effort of man and redounds to his credit.

Philosophy adheres strictly to this tra-
(Jition and to these principles in that its
various explanations in order to receive re-
cognition as philosophical, must be purely
the products of human reason, exercised
upon the results of human investigations.

Let the boasted scientific intelligence in-
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form us that faith in God must now give
place to knowledge of nature and her laws,

let the materialist tell us that he has
searched the boundless universe and found
no intelligent spirit but only matter and
force; and let the blasphemer proclaim
that Moses is a liar, Christ an impostor,
and man's immortality a delusion. To
one and all of these we say, that these
ideas are almost as old as the human race.

This godless creed was held by wiser men
than they, long before they were born. It

was held by the Wise Men of the ancient
world in the days of its highest civiliza-

tion. It is now held by the cannibal tribes

in the dark places of the world, filled with
the habitations of cruelty. Thus these
philosophers are simply asking us to go
back to the time when the world by wis-
dom knew not God.

The wise men of this world, filled with
philosophy, falsely so-called, ask that we
give up the Old Testament, miracle re-

cords, the Psalms of David, the New Test-
ament, the doctrine of eternal retribution.

It i
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the Holy Ghoat, inspiration, Jesus Christ,

and God Himself. This is the modest de-
mand of the unbelieving wisdom of this

day and genc/ation. This is progress,
this is advanced thought, and so the race
is left its grave without a resurrection, its

universe without a God, and its sin with-
out a Saviour.

b In view of these facts, and our preced-
ing references, applying such a cause to
present universal effects, how fitting in-

deed are the words left on record by the
honored Daniel Webster, namely, "If we
abide by the principles taught in the Bible,
our country will go on prosepring and to
prosper, but if we and our posterity neg-
lect its instruction and authority, no man
overwhelm us and bury all our glory in pro-
can tell how sudden a catastrophe may
found obscurity. The Bible is the Book
of all others for lawyers as well as divine.s,

and I pity the man who cannot find in it a
rich supply of thought and rule of conduct.
I believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of
God, the miracles which he wrought es-
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tablish in my mind his personal authority,
and render it proper for me to believe what
he asserts."

Are there not indeed countless hosts of
other renowned witnesses on record bear-
ing upon this point? Such as for instance,
the few following references will clearly
indicate

:

"It is a belief in the Bible which has
served me as the guide of my moral and
literary life," so says Goethe. "No criti-

cism will be able to perplex the confidence
which we have entertained of a writing
whose contents have stirred up and given
life to our vital energies. The further the
ages advance in true civilization the more
will the Bible be used."

"To the Bible men will return because
they cannot do without it. The true God
is and must be pre-eminently the God of
the Bible, the eternal who makes for
righteousness, from whom Jesus came
forth, and whose spirit governs the course
of humanity."—Matthew Arnold.
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The sublime benediction of life as re-

corded in the ist Will and Testament of
Charles Dickens, will ever stand out pro-
minently as a witness bearing upon the
point in question, expressed in language
as follows: "I commit my soul to the
mercy of God through our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, and exhort my dear
children, humbly to try to guide them-
selves by the teaching of the New Testa-
ment."

Tennyson, as he stood at the grave of
his dearest friend, looked beyond the nar-
row tomb to the wide expanse of heaven,
and to God himself, and said : "I trust he
lives in Thee, and there I find him worthier
to be loved." Thus he too declared his faith
in the survival of love beyond the confines
of death.

'^

Shakespeare as well in his Will, left us
an ever illustrious testimony as to his at-
titude in this all-important issue as fol-
lows : "I commit my soul into the hands
of God, my Creator, hoping and assured-

Page Kilty-lour
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ly believing only through the merits of

Jesus Christ, my Saviour, I shall be made
partaker of life everlasting.

Whittier as well confirmed such a hope
in a stanza which he wrote after the death
of a friend, namely:

"Keep for us, O Friend, where'er
Thou art waiting; all that here.

Make thy earthly presence dear,

And when fall our feet as fell thine

Upon the asphodel, let thy old smile

Greet us well."

"The highest consciousness of God
which ever existed in the breast of hu-
manity, was that of Jesus. All history is

incomprehensible without him. He creat-

ed the object and fixed the starting point
of the future faith of our humanity. Re-
pose now in thy glory, noble founder ; thy
work is finished, thy divinity established.

Thou shall become the corner stone of hu-
manity so entirely that to tear thy name
from this world would rend it to its foun-

dations. Between thee and God there will

no longer be any distinction, complete con-

iw
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queror of death, take possession of Tliy
Kingdom."-^Ernest Renan.

"Peruse the books of philosophers, with
all their pomp of diction, how meagre, how
contemptible, are they when compared
with the Scriptures. The majesty of the
Scriptures strikes me with admiration."—
Rousseau.

"I have always been strongly in favor
of .secular education without theology, but
I must confess that I have become no less
seriously perplexed to know by what
practical measures the religious feeling
which is the essential basis of moral con-
duct, is to be kept up in the present utter-
ly chaotic state of opinion on these mat-
ters without the use of the Bible."—Pro-
fessor Huxley.
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Tjl T is true, that with the exception of one
31 or two perhaps, the prominent auth-

orities quoted, were not known as ac-

tive Christians. Nevertheless they have
thus frankly expressed their deepest con-

victions upon these vital questions. In view
of what has been said, however, relative to

the more modern trend of thought, as

taught in our schools of learning, especially

those in the more advanced branches of our
colleges and seminaries, we deem it im-
perative to refer as well to a few of the
most prominent authorities of the present
time upon these issues. I sincerely regret,

however, that owing to the limited space of

this designed booklet, we can but refer to

certain specific subjects bearing upon
these all-important points, and the authors
who have treated the same, which are as
follows

:

"My Personal Experience with the Hijfher
Criticism," by Professor J. J. Reeve, Southwes-
tern Theological Seminary, Forth Worth, Texas.

4(^( v// -s
^
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'The Recent Testimony of Archaeolojry to the
Scripture«," by M. G. Kyle. D.D., LL.D., Eiryp.
toloffist. Professor of Biblkal Archeology, Xenia
Theolojrical Seminary; Consultinif Editor of the
Records of the Past, WanhinRion, D.C.

"Christ and Criticism." by Sir Robert And^r-
««)n, K.C.B., LL.D.. Author of the Bible and
Modern Criticiatn, London, KnRland.
"The Testimony of the Monuments to the

Truth of the Scriptures"; also "The Passing of
Evolution," by Prof. G. R Wright. D.D.. LLD..
Oberlin Collegre

"The Wisdom of this World," by Rev A W
Pitzer. D.D., LL.D., Salem, Va.

K "nu^!'" !^
^°'''*"' "'"^ "Modern Philosophy."

by Philip Mauro, Councillor-at-Uw, New York

These, as we have said, are but a few
of the great number of men from among
the ablest authorities of our day who still
contend for the truth as taught by our
fathers. Nothing is more gratifying to
honest students than to follow such ac-
counts as that of the personal experience
with higher criticism as given by Prof. J
J. Reeve, (already referred to). And a
similar account is contained in the work

\ \

i
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entitled "Modern Philosophy," by Philip

Mauro. These works expose the depth of

the delusions of the leadinir modern
theories, by men of unquestioned fidelity

to the principles of truth, who had in hon-

est research become ensnared for a time
tj in its deathly coils, and were only deliv-

ered finally by a strange, supernatural,

over-ruling Providence.
)

' Just now, in view of the sentiments ex-

\) pressed, I seem to hear the cry of a soul

,
in great need, which gave expression as
follows: "I sought the world but Peace
was not there; I coveted learning, but
Truth was not revealed ; I sojourned with
philosophers, but my heart became sore
with vanity. And then I cried, 'Where is

Peace to be found?' And, 'Where is the
hiding-place of Truth?' "—Filius Lucis.

Have we not indeed, all of us, under the
strain of certain extreme provocations
again and again uttered similar expressive
sentiments of sorrow and de.- pair in quest
of rest and peace?

^,\-
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Even Professor Regard, of the Universi-
ty of Copenhagen, gave expression of such

I

a conflict when he said, "The experience of
1

life, its suffering and grief, have shaken

I

my soul and have broken the foundation
upon which I formerly thought I could
build. Full of faith in the sufficiency of
science I thought I had found in it a sure
refuge from all the contingencies of life.
The illusion vanished however when the
tempest came and plunged me in sorrow.
The moorings, the cable of science, broke
like a thread. Then I seized upon that help
which many before me had laid hold of,
and there I found Peace in God."

That reminds me by the way, of what I
read the other day, namely, that on the
border between Chili and Argentine, South
America, there is standing a gigantic
figure of Christ holding his Cross, His up-
raised finger pointing the weary traveller
to the sky. Beneath it is written thia
motto: "He is our Peace who has made
both one."

There may be indeed a legal peace en-
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forced by law or diplomacy, or such as is

compelled by war, but best of all is the

Peace of God, the enthronement of tran-

quility. Its delight is inexpressible, and
passes all human understanding.

"On the wall of my study," says Harold
Bell Wright, the famous writer "there
hangs a picture representing Chn^i. For
all my writing years, whenever the condi-

tions under which I had worked have made
it at all possible, this picture of Jesus has

looked down upon me. At times, sad

times, I have sensed in this pictured coun-

tenance of the Master's rebuke and cen-

sure and I have felt ashamed. At other

times, glad times, and all too seldom, I have
fancied I could almost hear from those

lips, the words 'Well done.' At still other

times, as I have mused over the tasks set

for me, that face has seemed to invite my
questions. It has seemed to say, 'Be not

afraid, bring all your troubles of life to

Me, and I will give you rest and peace.'

"

Does not the Master as well say to you

c
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and me in the hour of anguish when the
soul cries out in need, "Come unto Me all
ye that labor and are heavy-laden and 1
will give you rest?"

From an array of a countless number of
authorities, from among the most brilliant
minds in the world today, whose declara-
tions are equally as positive and forceful
upon these vital questions, one in particu-
lar comes very forcibly to my mind at this
time as a fitting conclusion to this part of
our account. The particulars thereof, are
contained in a few scattering paragraphs
taken from a personal testimony by Philip
Mauro, as such appeared in a work entit-
ed "Fundamentals" in Vol. 4, page 105,
printed in Chicago, Illinois.

"For many years," he declared, "there
had been no inspiration in my life beyond
the gratification of self. As touching my
material circumstances, that of my pro-
fession of law, I was sufficiently success-
ful to gratfy my own ambition and to ex-
cite the envy of others. I had been blessed
as well with excellent physical health and

/
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my domestic relations were all that could

possibly be desired. Nothing seemed to

be lacking that could ensure or contribute

to peifect happiness and content. Indeed,

my real gratifications were largely of an
intellectual order. In quest of piercing the

veil of the material universe, I was carried

into the domains of science, philosophy

and occultism, theosophy, etc., etc. All

this pursuit, however, never yielded any-

thing beyond mere conjecture. In time,

the disappointment of i dch a course seem-

ed to indicate that life had no meaning, ad-

vantage or justification, and the powers of

the once much vaunted ii'tellect now be-

came unequal to the solution of even the

simplest mystery. Thus the prospect be-

fore me became unspeakably dark and for-

bidding. It is hard to picture the state of

mind subject to increasingly frequent and
protracted seasons of depresion, for which
there appeared absolutely no reason or ex-

planation."

We are loath, indeed, to omit in this con-

nection, for want of space in this booklet,

:«
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a long thrilling account of intervening in-
cidents which finally led to the following
chmax of the above account which con-
clusion is stated, verbatim as follows:
"The crisis in my life came on the evening
of May 24th. 1903. wh^n yielding to an in-
ward prompting which, gentle as it was
yet overpowered all my natural reluctance
and repugnance to such an act. I publicly
took the sinner's place and confessed mv
need of the grace of God. Of course, the
act of publicly kneeling and calling on theName of the Lord is not the necessary part
of the process of conversion. There is no
specified place or manner in which the gift
of eternal life is received. What is neces-
sary, however, is that one should believe
C.od. first as to being a he.pless sinner, and
second that Jesus Christ, risen from the
dead, the eternal Son of God, is the sin-'
bearer forallwhobelieveinHim. who was
delivered for our oflFences, and raised again
for our justification. I did not know theM
"«J"^«

of what was happening for I did
<.: < not believe in sudden conversions. I aun-

' /' posed that a change of nature, if it occur
red at all, would be very gradual. Regard-
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less of my ignorance, however, a tremen-
dous change took place that night. Only
in eternity will I fully comprehend what
it really implied. Certainly it was life

from the dead. Spiritual things from that
moment became realities. I soon learned
by happy experience that if a man be in
Christ, he is a new creature, old things
will have passed away, and behold dll

things have become new."

Dear Reader, I have aimed in the pre-
ceding account, as rendered, to at least
indicate in a general way my deep convic-
tion relative to the world's greatest need.
As to what that implies, that is an interro-
gation which finds a suitable reply in many
theological catechisms, namely. What is

the chief aim of man? It is to know God
and to glorify him.

Now, from the scope of a general sense,
the vital part of this so designated mes-
sage to you is of a personal nature. Re-
gardless of the fact that booklets contain-
ing this account may be .«ent broadcast,
that does not lessen the personal applica-
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tion of its sincere dedication to you upon
your receipt of the same.

The incentive which inspired this mes-
sage had its embryo in the scenes of dis-
tress, sadness and sorrows which are
around and about us. Not a day passes but
wnat we see here, and there, sad faces.
At every turn we pass them.

Oh, that we knew the cause of evident
sorrow so often portrayed, and could but
render alleviation, such must surely be the
concern of all of us. Above all other so-
licitations, however, comes the inevitable
query as to whether or not an experi-
mental knowledge of the unspeakable joys
of knowing God, has been attained.

It is therefore due to my concern in the
interests of my fellow-man in that particu-
lar respect who come within the sphere
of my influence, that I was prompted to
write this message.

Should this reach you at a time when
your mind is too fully preoccupied with-n
a whirling tide of frivolity, to carefully
analyse, appraise and appropriate the

iif.'P Sixty -six
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merits of this messasre, give it a sacred

place in your library for future reference.

It may perchance at some opportune time

afford some comfort of a nature such as

may be gathered from the following brief

sketch of biographical history.

The particular event was an incident in

the life of the noted Jerry McAuley. He
knew that somewhere in every cell in Sing
Sing prison there had been placed a Holy
Bible. Hitherto, however, that would, of

all things, have been the very last that he
would have been wanting. Now, however,

something had happened and a diligent

search for that all-important treasure so

agitated his mind that natural sleep and
food were entirely forgotten until he had
grasped that pearl of great price.

Was the finding and the refusal of the

same really worth while? The answer is

found in several large volumes of memoirs
of that once lowest of juvenile drunkards
and river thieves that ever lived in the sub-

terranean dens of New York slums. They
include accounts of the most miraculous

I'lijH' .*^ixtj-w \«ii
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change br'-ght about through the reading
of that book ihat was ever known in the
annals of that City. That fact was a rec-
ognition of the truth that by divine inter-
vention, through the conversion of the low-
est possible outcast, there arose the most
honored and esteemed citizen that New
York could or ever will boast of. To his
memory or honor, many public benevolent
institutions are today central blessings in
some of our mo.st important cities in the
world.

I could not possibly describe the sensa-
tions which I felt surging my whole being
as I beheld on one occasion the sparkling
waters poured forth from an artistic
statuary fount in the very heart of the
City of New York in memory of that great
man.

Most wonderful of all perhaps, in con-
nection with that particular career, is the
fact that his was the largest funeral ever
known in New York City. There extend-
ed for miles in all directions, processions
of those who with broken hearts and senti-

:;^^^4
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ments of honor, paid their last tribute of

respect to the departed one as though he

had been Diety incarnate.

Likewise, reader of this message, there

will come an hour when the suggestions

with which this is freighted, concerning
God's message of love, may become a balm
for your broken heart. Regardless of

your state in life whether it be rich or

poor, high or low, there will come the hour
of a final rating of all the assets and lia-

bilities of life. Then how infinitely valu-

able will be your every available resource

comfort and consolation. Perchance
some hidden promise contained in this

message may waft you above all the billows

that might threaten to overwhelm you.

When the inevitable hour came to Com-
modore Vanderbilt, he said to his attend-

ing physician (Doctor Deems) : "Doctor,

L;j 4 what I need most from you is that you

i should sing to me."

"Sing to you?" replied the Doctor.

;^
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"Ves, came the response, "Sing that old
,

hymn, "Come, ye Sinners, poor and needy,'

j

for that is what I am."
Though financially his material wealth

I

was estimated at over two hundred million
dollars, yet as he tossed upon his bed, from
side to side in deep remorse and anguish,
with streaming tears of sorrov/, and re-
gret, that he had neglected the one thing
needful, he again and again repeated those
lamentable words, "Yes, that it what I am,
poor and needy."

It was his last Birthday and forgotten
and alone, the brilliant and handsome Lord
Byron took up his pen and in bitter dis-
appointment wrote;

"My days are in the yellow leaf.
The flowers and fruits of life are gone

The worm, the canker, and the grief
Are mine alone."

He had followed the bubble of fame, but
It had burst in his grasp. He had reached
the zenith of popularity, and had been
flattered by royalty, but he died forsaken
and unattended upon a foreign shore. He

\i .
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had drunk deeply of the sparkling

draughts of this world's pleasure and lust,

but the intoxicatinsr cup had been rudely

dashed from his hand, and the bitter drega

alone were left him.

A doleful story. Yes, but a true sample
of the way in which the world treats tho.-e

who have served it most and loved it best.

Fleeting and empty are its best pleasures.

"Vanity" is written across its most cher-

ished treasures. "Vexation of spirit" and
disappointment are the portion of all who
seek satisfaction in it. But this is not the

end of it all, for beyond Time there

stretches THE VAST Forever. The fixed

realities of Eternity must follow the trifles

of earth (Heb. 9. 27). Namely: And as it

is appointed unto men once to die, but

after this the Judgment.

It is conceded no doubt, that a sudden
frantic cry of "Fire! Fire! Fire!" is a
natural exclamatory plea for an instant

response of all possible available resources,

to assist in a desperate critical moment.
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Hould you believe me that with the fir^t
impulse to write this mea.safire, or at least
a messasre of this nature. I became so in-
tensely impressed as to my responsibility
to do so, and at that, to do so at the earlie.st
possible moment that normal sleep for-
sook me for several nights following. A
number of manuscripts upon subjects of
an altogether more popular nature, such as
would naturally obtain a more extensive
circulation, were before well nigh com-
pleted for publication. These had. never-
theless. to be laid aside temporarily, in or-
der that this message might be pn'pured
ftrst for reasons as above stated.

It was a similar impulse which some
time ago, led me to ring the bell for ad-
mission at the door of strangers from the
fact that I had been entrusted by the Mas-
ter with a sacred message for a man who
was nearing the portals of death. Strange
as it may seem, therefore, I was refused
admission by a lady who came to the door
she contending that all comfort of a nature
such as I had indicated as having been the

a
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vital import of my sacred message had al-

ready been amply supplied by a certain

resident College student.

I should not for the world as.xume a sim-
ilar attitude as that taken by that lady;

insignificant and impudent as the messen-
ger might have appeared, what about the

import of such a message, and the authori-

ty that sent it.

So in the present case, though you may
be inclined to spurn the messenger, cherish

the vital message, I pray thee, as a special

entreaty from your mothers, God who
loves you too, to turn in with the offers

of mercy, pardon and reconciliation.

Regardless of whatever creed, dogma or
theolog>' you may be inclined to embrace
as a guide of subsequent conduct, seek
first the Kingdom of God and His right-

teousness. This is life eternal, to know
God, and Jesus Christ, whom He has sent.

As to the unspeakable joys and inestimable
rewards which are the inheritance of such
a course, the concluding inference will at
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least indicate. It contains a confession
made by Milton on his loss of sight

:

I am old and blind;
Men point at me as smit.en by God's frown-
Afflicted and deserted of my kind,

Yet I am not cast down.

I am weak, yet strong,
I murmur not that I no longer see,
Poor, old and helpless, I the morJ, belor

Father, Supreme, to Thee.

Oh, Merciful One;
When men are farthest then Thou are most near;
When friends pass by my weakness to shun,

Thy chariot I hear.

Thy glorious face,
Is leaning toward me in its holy light,
Shines in upon my lonely dwelling place.

And there is no more night.

On my bended knee,
I recognize Thy purpose clearly s^hown.
My vision Thou hast dimmed that I may see

Thyself, Thyself, alone.

I have nought to fear.
This darkness is the shadow of Thy wing,
Ueneath it I am almost sacred here.

Can come no evil thing.

! !
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Oh I I seem to stand,

Tremblingr where foot, of mortal ne'er hath been;
Wrapped in the radiance from Thy sinless hand

Which eye hath never seen.

Visions come and f(o,

Shapes of resplendent beauty round me throng,
From angel lips I seem to hear the flow

Of soft and holy sonj:.

It is nothing now.
When Heaven is opening on my sightless eyes,
When nirs from Paradise refresh my brow,

The earth in darkness lies.

In a purer clime,
My being fills with rapture, waves of thought.
Roll in upon my spirit, strange, s^ublime.

Break o'er me unsought.

Give me now my lyre,

I feel the strains of a gift divine,
Within my bosom glows unearthly fire,

Lit hy n« skill <it niiiu-.

If, as I trust, you may e.steem this little

booklet, a worthy gift to a true friend, in
that case, let its inherent sentiments be-
come your mesage to others. To the un-
fortunate ones all about us; the sick, the
dying, the suffering ones on life's great
highways; the unfortunate, the poor and

I 1

/"

)

/

^-^- v; ^\ .1

* ' t

-•_/ y-^l
j

I'miH' S v«nty-(ivi'



flraaagr-

r^ -to fun.

needy within our reach. God loves them
all. Extend the message of his offered
mercy, pardon and free grace and yours
will be an eternal reward.

From the Author,
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