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treasures of Our Cibrary

'"V-ccrs of .,H. S,K-icK .^ r. trr " '"" "" "' "" «^-^»

i'al Society FJhran •• "^ ^'"'''"'^'' "^ «''*• "'"t-r-

^"••"rt llo„sc. Winnipeg', on the '
r.l of r' ' T'''

'" "'^'

';^
H,at ..an,, that tL ,nl!lZ a^l::^ J''^ T^'^.1.0 twenty-fiv. years that have ^,ssod.

' '
''"""*^'

The following; „,a.le np the first Board of Officers •

Presiclent~Hon. Chief Justice Wood.
First y.ce-Presi,lent-James Cowan, M.DSecond Vtce-President-Alex. AIcArthur Esc,Correspon<hns: Secretary-Rev. Prof. B yceReconhnp Secretary-Mr. Alex. Betr,r
Troasurer-Afr. S. K. Parsons.

Kxcoiitive Conncil—Rev Cinon rv: i t r.
Hm|.. .Mr. A. n Whitchor Mr r V.

''^'^' ^*"^'*' C""''''-

X..n,na^KJ;j.!:;;;;;;:^;;,^'^J-- Stewart. Ff^^^

-as^H it:::."^:;::::;:; ^^ -. ^-- *- ^-^ -ite. have

^n.uhi;cher,u;;:xvrp::!:?^^^^^^^
writer.

'••••• i arsons (Toronto), an.l tlie

^

H
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v.wl!Z"l'
comnu.nre,l i., work viRorouMy. and immcliaal, obtaincl su.tal.lc r.K.n,s in the KadiRcr block near th.present she of the Confederation Life l.nildin^. . ;, E S

)..r.nK tl,e first year the S^niety secnre.1 a ^rant of $..,K) Jn .

tl.c I.eu.slatnre. whieh sun,, with a small increase, it ha rcuved yearly over since. Ui.h a sin.ilar an.ount receivcl fr..n,

I.I.rary. The h.st.>ry of this hl.rary is the subject now .x-fore us

iasi. It was to Ik- sonietlnn^ In^tter than or.linarv. Made ofnnstamed oak. it was to be increase.! section bv section as ne..M.S ..re ..ede.L It still serves the purpose of its ori^ina^:
.n the Society s hbrary. but it is alone in its gran.leur all of
Its succeedmR a<lji„,cts iK-ing n.a.Ie of humble pine

L

THE FIDI.KR LIBRARY.

The first contribution to the Historical Society library wa.
.i..O volumes from the Hudson's Hay Company, k part of thi.was iKjoks from the Fidler library, which has' its orn histor;.

VZ •" •;^^*^"«>' >'^'^r« ^f-rc Lord Selkirk's time. Dyin^

"" Re.I River. The lKK>ks were taken to Fort C.arVv an,| nnu-nber of them, marke.l with the characteristic autograph othe quamt ol<I trader, are in our possession. Of th^gift .
st.II larger number I.elonge.1 to the " Military jibrarv." Thesespeak of the presence in Fort (iarrv in 1Sm-8 of H M (itliRegiment of Foot, under the command of Col. Crofton who



ac c< as (...v.rnor. PluMr library, left in K.^rt Clarrv. was well

Hr« hiVr
"
'rf

"' "" """'^ ^"«*- -^ ^-^ '-X^ -^ H

"

hr5t .nMalnuMU k-lon^.-.l ,., ,|,, Red R.ver lil.rarv f..nne.I™ years afu-rwanls. This lil.rary was divide.. i„,:';:'

hie.; I

* ; 77 i^"
.'" '"' "^•''^'''-"•h«HxI of St. John's waschu.l, a.,M,rl^.d hy ,|H. firsi provincial library in l«:u h,,, itwas unfortunately .,urnt Dee. .(. in:.-,, aloncwith ti e Parli-

:;;em..H,dinj.whi^. n,ear the site o^rt^^^^^
o vir

.' ;7 ", "'l'''
'^'''^ °^ '^'' "'"•«••> ••*••"••»'•"«« nearLowir I on (.arry. and of this a few Inx^ks were .secured andare n, our ,«ssessio„. Two recor.l .kk.^s ni the R^ l^ive

are

TIIK I'HOVK.NCIII.K MMIITlo.N.

L'nil7siatf?n*; T'''
'"""^ '''''''"'' "^ ^'«"^''« »"<• the

be^e made to ,h
'':.'°"' «^^^^""-"t''- o" application

ports and documents. Besides this, the policy of the Societv

collections of books were secured at a low cost Tk- <: *

early Canadian lx,.ks. the proper,,- „t Mr. ;. A. X Pro^Xra man of consMcrablo Iherary abili.v. „l,o was \Ll^'

votrOf .r:r„:::,:f;;':::;„t, trvT ""'""

valuable set; likewise a bn,,Ll 1 ,Hn,ere«i„, }
7"°''

ander Mackenzie's (1801) vovaj Z,u ,S T' °' '^'"'"

volume, .hough obuined la.er sands a hr~ T ^^V""
ofa.ra„sla«„„ofMacke„.esw::tr„.*d7.«:^^^^^

Pans. Th,s ,s of great value. I, was published for Na'

J



polcon. who actually projected a rear attack on Canada and
Rupert .Land by way of Behrinif'. Straita and the Macken.i.
Kiver. Thu set ii a rare memorial.

TIIK SMITIISO.vrAX INSTITITION.

Everything which the young Society undertook seemed t..
prosper. One of the oldest friends of Rupert's Und was the
great Smithsonian Institution at Washington. Hon Donald

r Red River Uihrwa^

This Vokme is Vslued si 7s. 6d.

MO RlVm LimARV LABIL.

Gunn. a pioneer living near Lower Fort Garry. h«d made
meteorological observations, and collections in natural histor>
for the Smithsonian. Hudson's Bay Company officers had
secured bird's eggs, skins of mammals and many other objects
for the Washington Institution. Now came the opportunity
for reciprocity. The Smithsonian at once responded and has
never lost its interest in the Historical Society. Nearly all of
its magnificent volumes of Ethnology. Archaeology, and Lin-
guistics have been showered upon the Society. In the cramped
and insufficient quarters in the City Hall they stand to-day.
numbering no less than five hundred quarto \^lumes. an im-
mense storehouse of most interesting information.

THE r. S. BOOi.S.

Another good friend of the Historical Sodety was the late
Consul Taylor. His portrait is in the corridor of the City Hall
He was everybody's friend ; but to none had he a warmer feel-



.M

ing than to the Iliatorical Societv A. r^...t u

etc. Xo one knows the treasure, of ,h.'
.^ EnpnecnnR.

vaiuame pamphlets and brochurei isanoH k^. .u-
ment. AN'ithin the la.f /-^

«-""rei issued by the jjovern-

of eight la ee vim/. ^* J'^'*'
' ^''''^*' »>" •'«^en made

. ^•tiin large volumes of Messajres and Patv>r. «f .u r.

to the Public Library side.
^ * '^* '^•°"fif*

GRKAT HITS.

Victo^ Tc Ir "^'"'^ '•"'«' Archer Martin, of

Wving Wnnt" Mrvrr, ™t'""" "" "" '""'« ""



was thus obtained. Its author was loug Indian ARcnt at Sault
Me. Mane, and his ponderous tomes jjave Longfellow the
Algonfiuin legends which appear in Hiawatha.

An<.ther collection, a i^rfect library in itself, is the work
Of II. H. Bancroft, a relative of the historian. This set is
large .|uarto. shccj) JHuind. forty-one volumes averaginfj ,su(»

pages a volume, of information as to Cana.Ia and Western
America, relating to native races of the West Coast. Central
Anienca. Mexico. Xew Mexico. Texas and Arizona. Alaska
Missouri. California. Xortlnvest Coast (Canada). Nevada"
L tah. Oregon and British Columbia. This amazing collection
of upu-ards of 31.(.00 large pages was secured at a reasonable

T!: J uTl'
"°*"'^'' " ''"^ " '" '^^ library is a bound set

of lunch, fron the beginning (1841) complete up to a
recent date, valued at $250. which was secured for one-fifth
of t.,at sum. In this way the limited sums at the command of
the bociety have been used to great advantage.

OKNEROUS PEOPLE.

It was a daring enterprise of the Society in the second
year of ,ts history (1881) to undertake to raise money for
opening a public library for the benefit of the citizens. We
find that $2 000 was in that year obtained bv subscription froin
citizens and that the City Council gave $o06 to the Society for
this public benefit. No less than 2,500 volumes were taken out

^^::iZ^'' ''- ^''' -- ''' '^^-^^^ ^^ ^^e

At this time was begun also another important branch of
the work of the Society. The aim was made to publish every
year four or five papers of value, and to make these r?presen-
ta ive of the work done. Up to date these publications called
transactions, have reached the number of sixty-three. Every
year these transactions are sent to all the newspapers published
west of Lake Superior, and these journals respond by sending



>ear troni the proprietors of the Free Pro^. o ^ .

CANADIANA,

Canadian life. .ave,. ht^y
, aX^n e"", t slt'T"

°'

are on the shelves of ,hc library.
""'^ '" '">'•

n

.
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up in connection with Arctic discovery, and this the Societv

^ itoTId^Yo ."^- "^" ^"' ''^"^- ^°- -^ Franklin

ZTof Lr^"' ^'""r"
'"' '^*"""^''-^- ^"'' -^"v others.MKak of the frozen north, and tell of F'.ritish enerev and endurance. Works on the Hud.son's Bay Company whh it

til , n ,

^'''" '"^'""^ °^ *''^ "°'-th country, tell their

k^che" wh r •'" ^"'
^''f

P-Woliey are here in the!

accessfble.
' —'erable Alaska literature is made

BOUM) PAMl'HLKTS A.VD MAPS.

Canadian, and especially Western Canadian, pamphlets nc-

ant as many of them may seem, they form the very hasL oftrue h.story. for they are not consciously histoncaZ A yeaor two ago the Society spent a considerable amount of monevn b ndmg up pamphlets, and these now constitute two Ton'shel -rows of fat volumes. Xaluable maps and manuscriptsare h.dden away in the Society's archives, that buH e
'^

^^rxxr^z:
^
" -^^ -•- ^° -- ---

GREAT SETS.

In seeking to keep in touch with all literature bearin^r

T^ iZ ^'"'f'"
''''' ^^^ S°^'^^y has taken in man/ser"shat pubhsh a volume or two a year, but extend over'five oten years Among these was the valuable reprint o twelve

worHf %l^ ,°' "^''"^''^ ^'°^^^- '^ America Trwork, of which the original is valued at £8(.. Old Hakluvt

o Snal Tt% • r^^"'
''' '"^P""* '^ '' ^^^"^ble as tin-ongmal. The Society ,s a subscriber to Murray's great diefonary. which publishes a volume every two years Vl'volumes have now reached to the letter' K T



n
in the cu„,plcte set. The reprint of the Gentlnnan's Mauazinewith US treasures of archaeology, folk-lore, early"uston's^" i

J,ua.nt ...owleclge. came for years with u^weari:legu artill t reached twenty-five volimies of lir,0 pages each T L'^-.ety ..gan tc, think that, like Tennyson^ brook it woTgo on forever." It is now completed. The all-ilci !

u lumes of upwards of :m pages in each. There is a pathetic.merest gathering aro«n<l it. in the editor. Lesli Ste^n

select Pnnce Society of Boston, and has been permitted ob am a number of its rare and valuable produc^on . Illrangs de luxe ed.t.on of Parkman is here with its seventeenvolumes, and here the two volumes are found to have te"ece.ved of the great " Makers of Canada "
series of Iwentvfour voulmes by the same publisher. The librlrv of t^r vvohimes of the World's Best Literature is ava^fab

"

to e J"rand w.th ,t four beautiful portfolies of illustrat.on of art aidwntmg as seen in the British museum. Vieing in extenrw^h

ZrSrT2^\ Tr! ^'^'-^''^
'' thT:orc::;;e

IToZlt H «
-^""'^ Relations." The Provencher librarybrough to the Society the original three volumes of the

"
Re^lafons.' pubhshed in Quebec, but it was reserved for Mr R

asl Tpoo;'*!''^'
^'''^'^"^•" "•^*°"^*' Society, to bring out

T.lorl o^ ^'Tv
"^ ^"'""^ °' ^^^ " J-"'^ R^'-tions.'

It IS a work of great historic value.

'S

I

'

SCIENCE.

Of tt materST'"''"f
""^''^^ P"^P^^^« '« ^he collectionof the material for scientific research found in the Societv'shb«.ry. In addition to the Smithsonian Institution and CedSta es works, the complete sets of the Royal Society of Canadas works and those of the British Association are in the

'^'J-S£^^«*«*^' .^Mi^^^''
W«J^fS;*r^

/
f
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possession of the Society. The whole series of plicationsof the Geological Survey of Canada are here, even t^r^rnjnon 853 report. The valuable eight.volu;.e set of New

is brX hfL°" "".
l*"

*•"* ^"*^''" «^~'°^^' nomenclature
.s largely based, and the geological reports of Ohio and otherstates are readUy accessible. Bailey's Cyclopedia (4 volumes)of Horticulture, and thirteen volumes of OnVario's AgriaS^^re
represent recent scientific work, while a number of volumes of

THE PROSPECT FOR REFERENCE

cuniulata, of the h»e„.y.«,e yeara^^MlSS':
Historical Society « ««»
S«, of Exchang^ fSSX'^™'"
City library-bound books... ;'S2'°^"""«
p».phi«s, .agaain^, «c. .:::;:;:;; ; : ; ; ;

:

I:r;^Z«

19,000 volumes




