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PREFACE.

The Miscellany of which the first volume is

now completed, was originally undertaken while
its projector, author, and conductor, was in a
state of imprisonment, in Montreal. Not im.
prisonment for debt, gentle reader, but impri-
sonment as a felon, upon nuniérous criminal ac-
‘cusation s, some of which affected his lite, hatch-
ed, and prosecuted, by a clan of the most profli-
gate, inprincipléd, dnd vindictive men, that ev-
er disgraced a British comimunity, pamely, the
chief partners and directors of the late NORTH
WEST COMPANY, OF MONTREAL. Their
_expected victim, however, triumphed compléte-
ly over their vile fnachinitions, and the whole of
their false, ‘fabricated, and tnalignanp. charges,
‘were disposed of, either by his acquittal, or by
‘the abandoninent of them by the attorpey-gen-
eral, who plumply told them that they would
never find a jury that would believe them “upon
.their oaths. Still uhrelénting in their ‘malice,
when ‘their Own_foul perjuriés could ot
‘prevent his being wholly cléared from their scan-
dalous charges, they contrivéd to prolong his
confinement, by subotnation of ‘perjury, procu-
" ring .a false oath to be ‘taken, in virtue of which
he was detained in prison asa debtor for 2 large
sum. . Ncr wasit but by the effectual, firm, and
finally peremptory, interferénce of the Amierican
government, (he having been forcibly séized and
carried off from ‘the American teriftory,) that
_he was liberated after a most rigourous and op-
_pressive imprisonment of tWweénty-two _months.
"he equanimityand fortitudé with which he met,
suffered, . and combateéd, thése _iniquitous pro-
ceedings, and which could alone have been inspi-
red by a conscicusness of infiocencs, ind of the
oppression apd injusticé under which he was la-
bouring, the reader will probably consider as ex-
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emplified in the execution of this work, but par.
ticularly in numbers 19 and 0. The first of
these was composed two days, and published one
day, before he was tried for his life, upon a false
and scandalous charge of forgery ; and the motto
to No. 20, *Let loud applauses shake the croud-
ed court,” alludes to the universal shouts of ac-
clamation, with which his acquittal was hailed by
the most numerous audience that was ever cram.
med into the court-house of Montreal. 'That
day was to him the proudest day he ever expe- -
rienced, completing his triumph over the base
and villainous conspiracy which had been form.
ed against bis life, and demonstrating the esteem
in which he was held, and the interest taken in
his fate, by a discerning public, who have since
honoured his literary exertions, by unequivocal
encouragement, and substantial patronage. In
the words of Tully, Quibus pro tantis rebus, Qui-
rites, nullum monumentum laudis postulo, praierquam
bujus diei memoriam sempiternam : For these rea-
sons therefore. oh, my countrymen ! never can [
desire from you, a more noble reward, a prouder
honour, 2 more permanent monument of praise,
than to hold this triumphant day in everduring
remembrance. - Co

It wasin the month of May last, that the de-
termined and energetic manner in which’ the
President of the United States demanded from
the British government, the author’s liberation,
forced the ' present ruler of Canada, who

-" was swayed and prejudiced by rhe barefaced lies

wirh which. the North West Company’s' direct-
ors had poisoned his mind, and" who had re-
peatedly and disdainfully refused to deliver him
up, to - o .

b « vail his lofy-plamed crest,” .

and to comply with the dictates of the laws of
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nations, and the orders of Lord Bathurst. From
that period till the close of the present volume, .
the author had to struggle against the most pow.
erful, as well as the most uunderhand, atteinpts
made to suppress his work, by those wealthy,
bur otherwise despicable, individuals, whom he
has attacked and exposed.

He has deemed it right to enter into this short
sketch of thecircumstances under whichthis first
volume of the ScrIBELER, Was cominenced, 2nd
carried on, to account for the discrepancies and
inconsistencies that may be found, and to exten-
uate the defects that may appear, in it. Depri-
ved of the means of consulting authorities, de-
barred from any inixture with the world if he
has yet found means to entertain, instruct, and
amend the society of which he was once anot
unregarded member, he hopes that his faults will
be overlonked, his mistakes forgiven, and even
his vanity pardoned. However humble his claim -
to literary rank in his native: country, (and
there his name is not totally unknown amongst
tliving authors,”) he conld not but perceive that,
as . :

Parmi les aveugles les borgnes sont rois,

-so in Canada, a very moderate share of léarning
and ability, would pass current for more sterling
talents, and entitie him to assume a tone and sta-
tion which he would not have ventured upon at
home. By pursuing this policy, however, he
has not only improved himself, but has calied
forth into action and exercise, much latent talent;
and’ whilst he acknowledges the great obligations
he is under, to his numerous correspondents for
their contributions, he trusts that he has been a-
ble so to digest, arrange, and dress them up,
that the ScrisLER may°be considered both by
its contemporaries in England, and by posterity
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in Canada, as a fair specimen of Canadian liter-
ature, talents, and manners, iz the first part of
the nineteenth century.

He enters upon the second volume, vnder the
best of auspices ; .an established reputation ; un-
restrained liberty of thought, of action, and of
the press ; a most extensive and varied corres-
pendence 3 .and anincreasing list of subscribers.

Lsto perpetua..



DEDICATION.
To mr BELOVED ALTHE4.

To whom can I with more propriety dedicate
this first volume .of a work, begun at your sug-
gestion, carried on by your assistance, and con-
secrated by your smiles. and approbation, than
to you, the Musk that inspiresmy pen, the Grace
that spreads a charm over my labours, the Gop-
pEss that approves and rewards my toil.

¢ A mortal mixing with the queen of love,”
Butitis notby these mythelogical personifica-
- tionsalone, that I wishto express my esteem, my
“gratitude, and affection. Let me praise and re-
cord, the tried aitachment, the unshaken friend-
ship, the devoted and ' persevering service, ithe
warm and unabated love, with. which the Wo-
man.cheered my hours of imprisonment; minis-
tered to my wants, and: devoted herself: with
matchless assiduity, to solace, cherish, and re.
lieve, a.calumniated, persecuted, and friendless,

being. .

Forlorn, accused, abandoned by children, fam-
ily, and friends, yox supplied to me the place of
all the world.. 2o« hesitated. not, to. visit the
FELON at his grate, yox hesitated not to .endure
ithe sneers, and sarcasins, of the - world, the in-
sults, and brutal usage.of gaclers, the arrogance
of. official tyrants, the rudeannoyance, of the rab-
ble.. Yo braved also;—you felt not;/—the “pelt-
ing of .the pitiless. storm.”” Midst deepest-snows,’
unchecked by Canadian- winters ; nndeterred by
the burning heats.of summer; at all: seasons : and
allitimes ; ‘through rain, sleet, or:hail; sunshine
or cloud ; aliketo yo#: ‘Each morning saw you
appear the guardian angel.of my life; and there—
at my prison.gate——the livelcng:.day. was passed;
—there you took:your: meals;;—there .lingered 5
till the. closing gates compelled: yon: to .retire.~~
Thus passed:your life and mine,- for: two. and
twenty dreary months. But. why dwell on:this;?
Does not all Montreal know, and bear witness



. DEDICATION.

to these unparallelled facts ? Donot those who
scorned and jeered, now respect and admire "
«And those who came to scoff, remain’d to praise.”

Do they not all now see, and feel, and know, that
you stand high vpon a pinnacle of unfading hon-
our, the pride and boast of the man who has so
triumphantly ‘overcome his enemies on -whom
he now looks down with contempt and pity, and
who beholds in you his chiefest worldly good,
«in all time of our tribulation, in all time of our
wealth, and at the hour of death.” A
But you not only encouraged me, and reward-
ed me as I went on, in.my literary employment;
you also furnished me with topics, provided me
with matter, served me as an amanuensis 3——yoz

e

- solicited subscriptions ; yox daily visited the post-

office for me ; you attended at the printing-office;
you have yourself, at all times—regardless of weath.
er, regardless of fatigue, regardless of contume-
ly,—been even.the runner and distributor,;:the
errand-boy, the carrier—what have ‘you 'fot
been to me, and to this~work ¥ To. yoz, there:
fore, I dedicate both ‘myself ‘and it.: " . s
" «Years have not seen, time shall not see;
The hour that tears my sonlfrom thee.”” - ... . »
You have one fault/mybeloved ; you think too
little of yourself, and will: not believe that ¥you
are_entitled to the praises my.fond heart desires
to lavish upon you. : It.is, thereforé, in-your-ab:.
sence, and unknown:to you, that I'pen this: ‘de: .
dication. You will not see it till it is | published';

-and'then it willbe .too Jate¥for ‘you:to: prevent

my giving vent to thestrong feeling T pdssess, of
the unequalled merits of ;your mind, and theun-
rivalled beauties ‘of your -person,in the words of -
a modern-author who has:a peculiar felicitous en-
ergy of diction, IF 'EVER ‘A DIVINITY DESCEND-
€D’ UPON EARTH IN MODERN: TiMES; IT MUST
BE FEMALE, 4ND THIS IS SHE. .

e
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Lottom line, after woven, imsert as ity

6th line irom bottom, for melhodien, read methodien.
9th lige, for any, read and.

286th line, for is, rcad are.

2d line from bettom, for ad abusu, read ab abusu.
7th line doi”  jor meretrices, read meretricum.
24 line do.~ _for erat, read erit.

16th live, for you, read your.

41h live, for clash, read clasp.

remaove the four bottom lines to the top of the page.
34d line, for raplisody, read rhapsody.

5th line from bottom, for Coonty, read County. °
13thline ~  do. Jor magarine, read review.
13th line for sequenter, read sequuutar,

12th line from bottom, dele if.

4th lipe do. _for suffuse, read suffuses.

6th line do. Jor ingenious, read ingenuous,
35tb line foi, brings read beings.

25th live for lamb in woll’s, rcad wolf in lamb’s.
sth line after Intelligencer, tnsert No. V.

2d live for astranger, read strapgers.

14th lize dele a.

18th line after to the, insert modern.

21st e after to, insert be, :




_ readlly as.a. ﬁ_ o
through the ‘e
.- -pény ink' and ~paper, B
- _ficalty to take: up ‘& new 4 ,
bégina, work,;-which may‘ either sink:into’ nsxgm-. :
: fican'ce*within'the first fortnightand dig the deuth
of many more: ‘worthy prédecessors, an’ oblation
,fo the 'household gods; by grocers- and' pastrys.

\sanﬁ_

A vt mpérceptible purposély
woven by chance ,,nto‘the Work*, the birth grent

34 hus"By"the k<. G
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age and ‘education of Lewis Luke Maccurromn,
Esquire : whether to lay down a systematic plan
by which to scribble, or, like Sterne, say,.1.do not
govern my pen, bet my pen governs mé: whe-
ther to become instantly ‘as familiar with"my rea-.
ders, as the flippancy of -‘French manners, or the
Yoquacity of Yankee curiosity,.can make casual
acquaintance; or to continue as shy and distant’
as the gloomy taciturnity of ‘an Englishman, or
the wary habits of a Scotchman, generally make
fellow-travellers:—thesé are the questions. Pro-
bably in this, as in mosf cases, a medium course
will be best ; and, as aiithors, especially periodical
essayists, and their' readers, have been very com-
mouly, and: very aptly, slikened to*fellow-passen-.
gers in ihe:.same vehiclesiwe will, with your leave,
gentle readers, like stage‘coach companions, after
@ short introduction, similar to the ¢bservations
usually made by travellers as to the route they
- are going together, and the probability of fine or
bad weather during the journey, accompanied by

2 nod a. S r;..an offer of the
bes : igenice  which

€ Ether, and let the occurrences?
" the’prospects as'we go along, and the reflections:
. and“anecdotes they- may call forth,- furnish the

T méahs- of our becoming better acquainted, and

- enjoying an- intellectual treat together; hoping
only that we may not-break down or be overturn~
ed, that we may not be runaway with by unraly or

" headstrong horses, alias passions: and prejudices;
and above all that we may not become tiresome
to each other, and fall asleep for want of—~=be-
ing ‘able to:keep awake, whichis, twenty times
out of a score, the ‘physical ‘cause of nodding over

" a book, ‘or closing one’s eyes at church, however

. much blame may-be- laid on the soporific quality -
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of a heavy page, or the composmg ‘effect of a' .

drowsy sermon. B
To produce a weekly paper, assuming the form
of essays, light, desultory and amusing, intended
also to be instructive and profitable, with now and
then a lash at the follies, the incansistencies, and
the abuses of the times, of fashions, and of man-
ners; a paper, occasionally directed to literary
enquiries, sometimes to matters of public utility,
and domestic economy ;. sometimes also to local
matters of praise or of ‘reprehension, but never
deviating iiito persopality;:and aveiding, as’much
as possxble, all intermixtire of party-politics, and
of religious controversy, those fatal rocks on which
the amenities and comforts of social life have too
often split ; forms the plan of the Scribbler. The
sex emphatlcally and by excellence THE sex, who
. are so far above all praise for excelling charms,
and virtues unequalled; that it is almost degrad-
ing to designate them as the fair, or as the softer
sex, will, as has been the bounden duty of all pe-
riodical essaylsts,g attractmo inconsiderable portion

of attentioniidne mldet the moral ¢ S, ele-
gant ctiticismsafand higher pursuitst;
. and Stééld%it was -not beneath theu'g‘
. madvert-on’ the structure of a fan; "t
of a.patch, or the form and furbelow "6fa"p
coat, so will the dress, the appedrance, the habits,
- the amusements, and-the tea table talk of the la-
- “dies,. afford toplcs for scribbling tlﬂ—tlll the best
tempered quilt is worn down to a stump. - -
.~ One.object I'propose to myself, is, shortly and
- impartially to review any literary publications that -

- may appear in.€anada, or that may particularly
relate to this country, or be.considered as inter.
‘esting to itsinhabitants.. Literature, liowever, be. . .
ing as yet but at a.low ebb here, this department .
is not. hkely soon to occupy a labonoulporuon of -




my-time, or, much space in, my pages ; though
even siich a reviéw is intended to be retrospec-

tive, and to take in such books of the above de- -

scription, as have lately’ appeaied. Itis.intended
also to fll the quarter op half pages that might
otherwise remain vacant in these’ ‘weekly papers,
w1th short advertlsements Telative to hteratme
and the arts, to public’ amusements, or public in.
struction ; of books published or in the press ; of
“portrait. pamters and exhibitions ; of theatncal
performances, ‘and - of schools and academies.—.
Communications of this kind, addressed to the
Scribbler, at the prin ,g;” -;wxll at the discretion
of the author, and, curtalled or modlﬁed as the
subject, or the dl%posable space may reqmre, be
inserted gratis. .
Not alone, however, on the resources of’ one
_ mmd and the labours of‘one pen, will these weeka
Iy papers depend for their argnment and contents.
Ancient. and modern authors will be occasignally-
- Jaid under contribution to ‘supply amusement or
mstructlon and. when iny: ntion _ﬂags, sub‘]ects
‘ §cr1bblmg fit intermitaithe ‘Labouxs of”

) s that. are not a,ccéssﬂ)le to

. Ep; "t
rality”™of' readers may be: cqnsxdered as. ehgxble

succgdanea f for original composition and, possess:

ing.more merit,.may he fullyas acceptable, in th
pt:oducthn of a companion at the breakfast tabls
“and in the parloun-wmdow. Mox:eoyer, courteoua
frxends, S . ,

) “My very urtby a.ncl approved good x;nasters,

a.nd mxstresses_too 3 should add ye who are,"dia

will be, at'the same time my patrons and my“pu~’

pils, ]

el -m'f)l

~

! pU
I tl;ust lx}iewxs,e that I shall f:om tlme to.

¥
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time, be f‘avoured with your correspondance, and
that many a stout pen from the wing of a goose,
and miny a slender and _delicate crow- qmll, in
_the haad of a fait Jady, may be flourished, in ad.
dressmg a billet to thie Scribbler ; and selections
from such communications I’ flatter myself- wﬂl
make one of the most interesting’ features of my
hebdomedal appearance, . '
" ‘Variegated -with occasional pieces of poetly,
qelect.lons, translatxons, or originals, I hope to
make my miscellany a kind of parterre to gratify
the taste of beauty and’ the_ eye of science. Hav-
ing ‘been in my youth a’dabhler in the Aonian
1ill, I shall rammage my old stores, and with the’
help of the lively, the. sentimental, the satiric, and
the pathetic part of my correspondants, I expéct”
to have now and then a’poet’s’carner as ‘well as
other scribblers. :
And now, lad1es and genﬂemen, w1thout any
‘more- prefaratory canversatmn, we Will set out on
our Journey ’ .
*Tis an early g, x; ht mommg in June A
haze grom\z of1 he short “twiligh
‘Tatify ﬂes 'stlll hangs an“the he
ger of a clq_udless and ; '8

........

O now’ the glor:.ous rising of th
majesty of his broad orb. of fire breakmg from bes |
hind the. dlstant range that extends its hluge out- -
line to the eastward of Chambly mountain, dispel.

- ling: the  mists and awakening all nature to rena: ~ -

“vated Iifé and j joy- Ahllittle'do those who waste ;
«§0 man ‘Hours in the baleful indulgence of sleep-
ing laté; know the happmess, the hﬂarlty and the -
- elasticity that atténds a habit of.éarly tising. Once
" accustomed to the practlce' the pleasures and ad-
vantages denved from{ 1
reflecting. mind, will make th

less more plxthe and boundmg, anc’ catise it to be

\

e

ndear it t0 every
-g2y. and. thought«' .
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cherished even by the sensualist. That it is, in the
highest degree, conducive to the preservation of
health, " has never been doubted or denied ; that
it adds at least an eighth part to the absolute ‘du-
ration of consclous existence, . the slightest arith-
imetical calculation of the hours it rescues from
cblivion, will prove.- To the man of contempla-
tive mind, to the lover of literary pursuits, it af-
fords better apportunities for reflection, developes

_more clearly the ideas, and embodies the ratio-

cinations of the soul more .vividly and tangibly

* than all the evening studies, the’ watching and

“of the coming day, than“a]

_ rise ly, will'enjoy his morning?

the wasting of midnight lamps, that erudition

“poasts of, and that have been generally, but false- -
. ly, counsidered as essential habits of the stiudious,

To the obsérver of nature, tie adorer of Divine
goodness, it affords the fittest season for pouring
forth the soul in admiration and extacy. To the
man of businéss it is'a precious Por,t_ion'of the day,
and tc him no time can be more addpted for ar-
ranging his plans and concerns against the bustle
col oursiearly in' the
RS Iy, if he
[Elong the
ood, with -

morping: Even the mere 1660

riverside or through the mazes of th

_-somethinglike zest when opposed to the vapidness -
- and languor of a mid-day stroll. The ladies ought

to be both “advocates for, and practicers of, this

" embellishing and healthful habit, It is the best

cosmetic. in the world, .gives animation;,. playful::

* ness, and an expression of -delighted féeling that

no revels of the night, no looor cassino table, nay
that no country-dance, waltz or cotillion can be-.
stow. . Not that I ‘am an enemy fo these amuse-

_ments; on the contfary, in due moderation and at

seasonable. intervals, they are not only to:be ap-

_proved, but, if injunction were necessary ‘in such

matters, to the young, to the gay, and to the chur-

"1




-the second;;

7

mmg, I would en_]om ‘the occasxonal enjoyment

" of thiem. to.all my female friends.

"To those who can not muster resolution to shake
off the fett.ers of sleep, who, maugre their best in-

‘tentions, feel a kind of bodily preponderating in-

clination; a heavy wish that they can not shake off;

for “yet a little more s1eep, yet a little more alum-
ber, a little folding of the hands to sleep,” I would
propose an effectual, and, as they will find, not an.
unpleasing, method of curing this lcthargy of ha-
bit., Premising that regula.r and rathex early hours_

over night, for

¢ Early to'bed, and early tu rige,
Xs ihe way. to be healthy, wealthy and wxse R

are requisite to ensure the efficacy of my pr escrxp-
tion, let them cause themselvés to be awakened
at first one half hour before the time they have’
been accustomed to rise, and a glare of light to’

‘be thrown into the apartment. 'The result will

be that, if not on the first morning, they will, on_
DT lier. before their usual time,’

iy~ inconvenience. ‘Then let’
each Sucées morning, the time be ant1c1pabed
by half a ar, or ‘if they ‘are very farf'gone
in the 'disease of «lye-abeds,’”” then every other
morning, by a quarter of an hour, and in a very.
shiort: period they will get. gradually accustomed.

without fje“

-to the exertion, and will afterwards find as much .

difficulty in sleeping : away the finest hours of the

" day, as they before had in rousing. themselves to

enjoy. them. ' To change a habit of:this kind at

. once is.‘certainly impracticable with any degree.
_of comfort, and the sensations experienced.by a

person accustomed to lie late,- when forced to be
up hours before the usual_time, tend much to cre-;

" ate. dlsgust towards the practlce A feehng of-
sickness and qualmy lassu:ude, is almost “invaria-. -

C




‘bly’ 4 consequence of a suddeii: changé'in this re:

spect, but can never occur, if the alteration'be
gradually iiade as' heré 'recommended. ,

" 1 am happy, howevér, to’ Bear testimony that
lying late is'much less d'habit in this country than
“in the more dissipatéd ciicles of European'socie~
ty. Much' busiriess is done both in the counting-
house and in the ware-liouse before 'breakfast ;-
‘and the white arm’ ahd diamond decked Land of
many a domestic lady, may'be seen emiployed-imr.
the iaudable and:no -less'pleasing pursait of exa-
_mining the fattest paultry, and the finest. fruitsy
destined for the tables of their. families, whilst the -
sun yet darts its'rays-horizantally:upon our mar-
kets..  'This is a custom_which can never be. too
much comiiended. ~ The virtues of housewifery -
are niot incomipatible with the accomplishments of
elegance and fashion,-and the lustré of onie reflects
gracé upon thé comforts' derived from the other.

" "As.T have fiow fairly- got you all up and broad
. awake, Ishall make my bow, with ¢au plaisir®—
;0 and'Valete ét plandite.” s -
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