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The Savbath- School.

@‘HE REPORT of the General Assembly’s

committee on Sabbath-schools is based
on the Synodical reports ; the Synods derive
their information from Presbyteries who look
to Kirk-sessions ; the fountain head is of
course the several schools the superintendents
of which are responsible for the facts and fi-
gures. Wherever the fault lies, it is clear
there is a screw loose somewhere, else it
would not be necessary so often to ask “that
Presbyteries be enjoined to see that returns
are received from all Sabbath-schools within
their bounds.” It appears from the last re-
port that there are a large number of non-re-
porting schools ; the consequence being that
the g=neral report to the Assembly is imper-
fect and unsatisfactory. It is impossible to
find out from it how many schools, scholars or
teachers we have connected with the Church.
In regard to Bible-classes, teachers meetings,
and Normal classes the report is almost silent.
Nor can we tell what amount is given for
missions from all our Sabbath-schools. A
summary, indeed, of the statistics furnished
to ibe convener is appended to the report, but
itis utterly mis-leading. It makes the whole
number of scholars 65,715, while there must
be very nearly if not quite double that num-
bet. It would seem as if the responsibility
must rest either with the Moderator of the

Kirk-session, or with the Superintendent of
the Sabbath-school. The Sabbath-school i
too important an arm of the service to be

thus mis-represented. It would be far better
to have no report at all on Sabbath-schools
than so imperfect a one as this. One can
gather more information respecting Sabbath-
schools and Bible-classes and missionary col-
lections from the incidental allusions made to
them in the reports of the Committees on Sta-
tistics and the State of Religion. There
ou%ht to be enough esprit de corps among our
Sabbath-schools to prevent a recurrence of
such complaints. Passing to the other recom-
mendations contained in the report, we trust
that Presbyteries will profit by the hint to de-
vote “at least one sederunt in the year to the
consideration of Sabbath-school work within
its bounds.” Some of the Presbyteries have
for long<been exemplary in this matter—nota-
bly the Presbytery of Guelph. The Presby-
tery of Glengarry held two Sabbath-schoo!
conferences during the year and the experience
of the brethren there is,—*that the benefits
have been many—direct and apparent—more
thorough organization, more enthusiasm and
consecration on the part of teachers, an
awakening of interests on the part of sessions,
better equipment in the way of papers and
teachers’ and scholars’ help, and a more gene-
ral recognition of the Sabbath-school as an
integral part of the congregation.” The re-
comnendation that Presbyteries be instructed
“to use diligence to ascertain how many chil-
dren of Sabbath-school age within their
bounds, belonging to the Church, are not un-
der Sabbath-school instructions,” reccives
point from the startling fact stated in the
report of the Synod of Montreal and Ottawa,
“that there are nearly fem fAousand children
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within the bounds of the Synod, belonging to
the Church, that are not reached at all by the
Sabbath-schools,” and the opinion is expressed
that there is a like proportion in the other
Synods of the Church. Such a state of things
secems almost incredible. If it is true, after
making due allowance for those who faithfully
teach their children at home in preference to
sending them to the Sabbath-school, then
there is certainly very much land yet to be
possessed and there is a loud call for the for-
mation of Sabbath-school Associations in
cvery Presbytery, and especially in every city
and town, who should make it their business
ta see that mission Sabbath-schools are insti-
tuted wherever there are openings for them.
It is an encouraging fact that one half of our
Presbyterian Churches in Montreal are the
outcome of mission Sabbath schools planted,
in what was formerly the suburbs and outlying
districts of the city, by the Sabbath-school
Associations. Some of these congregations
are now among the largest in the city and they
are all vigorous self-sustaining charges.

The institution of Normal classes for the
training of teachers is another recommenda-
tion which we would like to emphasize. Apt-
ness to teach, Bible knowledge, and consecra-
tion are fitly said to bethe A. B. C. of effi-
ciency in Sabbath-sehool work. Teachers, as
a rule, do not grow like mushrooms. “ Follow
me,” said the Great Teacher, “and I will
make you fishers of men.” If it were nothing
else than the magnitude of the Sabbath-school,
common sense would suggest that it ought to
be well equipped as regards its teaching staff.
Think of what a power they must wield, and
how important that their influence should al-
ways be in the right direction.  'We have ten
times as many teachers as ministers, and they
stand in closer relationship to their scholars
than the minister, as a rule, to the members of
hi: congregation. Inefficient and superficial
teaching is the misfortune of many teachers
rather than their fault. They may be pious
and enthusiastic, influenced by the very best
motives, but if they have not apiness to teack
their usefulness must be limited. To teach
teachers how to teach is the function of the
Normal class. The propriety of instituting
such classes in cities and towns is self-obvious.
But they need not be confined to populous
centres. Every minister who has gone through
a regular curriculum of study is, ex officio, not
only a normal class teacher, but should be
able to educate Normal class teachers, and
there is no more important way in which min-
isters-canserve the Sabbath-school than in the
training of teachers. In this connection, we
should not lose sight of the Teachers’ meet-
ing for the united study of the Lessons. The
difficulty so often complained of * of having
no time to attend such meeting” does not
come gracefully from the lips of a devoted Sab-

bath-school teacher. If this be his true vocae
tion he will allow nothing to stand in the way
of his self-improvement. Instead of being a
weariness it will prove to be a profitable privi-
lege to meet statedly with his brother-teachers,
to compare notes, and to take counsel together
as to the presentation of the subject matter of
the lesson and other things pertaining to the
work of the Sabbath-school.

The closing recommendation is,—‘ That for
the purpose of cultivating the missionary spi-
rit among the young, all sessions and Super-
intendents be required to see that the schools
under their charge give something, however
little, to the missionary enterprizes of the

Church.” This is a very important recom-
mendation. “As the twig is bent the treeis
inclined.” If we do not instill the mission-

ary spirit into the minds of children they will
find it a difficult accomplishment to acquire
when they grow old. The missionary spirit
may be cultivated. [t is capable of demon-
stration that it is a privilege to give for the
extension of the Gospel, and that the more we
give the more we ‘'may expect to receive. It
only further occurs to us in this connection
at present to say that in our judgment @//
the givings of the Sabbath-school, beyond
providing for the running expenses of the
school, ought to be appropriated to the mis-
sionary schemes of the Church sanctioned by
the General Assembly. 1t is not so much for
the amount that would thus be added to the
Church funds, though it would not be inconsi-
derable, as for the growing attachment to the
Church and all its schemes which would in
this way be created. If it is argued that chil
dren do not know anything about our missions
and that therefore their contributions had bet-
ter be expended upon something else, the
answer is, tell them about our missions ; let it
be as much a part of Sabbath-school instruc-
tion as the ordinary lesson of the day. It is
never out of place to speak about missions,
least of all in the Sunday-school.

Some of the very best Sabbath-school tea-
chers are deficient in faith and patience. They
have a good knowledge of their Bible, they
have consecrated themselves to their work by
habitual prayer, but because the success they
look for is not apparent they are apt to be
discouraged. We have a story of one such,
the recital of which may help to encourage
some who are weak in faith. She had been a
teacher for many years and after many mis-
givings came to the conclusion that teaching
was not her forte and that therefore she ought
toresign. She made known her intentions to
the Superintendent. He quoted to her the
words of St. James,—“Behold the husbandman
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and
hath long patience for it, until he receive the
early and the latter rain. Be ye also patient.”
1t did not alter her mind ; she must resign.
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“Well,” said the prudent superintendent, “take
tlus matter to God in prayer, come back to
your class next Sabbatly and if you are stillin
the same mind then [ will let you go.” She
went home and presented her difficalty to the
Lord in prayer. That night she drcamed she
was dead, and had been transported to the
golden gate of hcaven where she stood knock-
ing for admittance.  Presently the gate swung
open and she found herself confronted by a
shining angel, to whom she said,—“1 never
had any doubt that when T died I should go
straight to heaven, but I did not expect to be
admitted by so brilliant an angcl as you are.
I am utterly unworthy of so high an honour.”
“ And whom do you take me to be,” said the
angelic gate-keeper.  “You are doubtless
Gabriel,” was the reply.  “Then you do not
know mic?”  “No, only by what [ have read
of youin the Scriptures.” * Look atme again,”
said the shining one; “I am not Gabricl, [
am Lizzy whom you knew so well in the Sun-
day-school. You were the first who taught
me to love the Saviour and itis now my privi-
lege to conduct you to I1im.” She awoke out of
her dream thankful to God for this answer to
her prayer.  She took her accustomed place
the following Sabbath in her class, and that
was the last that was heard of herresignation,

Rartin Luther.

LQEN a few weeks all the Churches of the
¢2) Reformation, and especially the Church
in Germany, will be engaged in commemora-
ting the birth of MARTIN LUTHER. Four
hundred years ago the great Reformer was
born in poverty and obscutity. By wondrous
ways the Lord led him to a knowledge of the
Gospel, and prepared him to be the leader in
the movement by means of which the shack-
les of mediaevalism were effectually broken.
He was “the monk that shook the world.”
How diligently he toiled ; how bravely he
contended for the truth against principalities
and powers ; how he placed the Bible in the
hands of the common pcople ; how eloquently
and learnedly he expounded Scripture both by
tongue and pen : how sweetly he sang divine
songs that can never die,—all this, and much
else will be told and retold during the coming
weeks.  Well may the memory of Martin Lu-
ther be fondly cherished and highly honoured.
God has abundantly blest the sceds which he
sowed in storm and darkness, as well as in
sunshine. Sce the magnificent harvest now
waving luxuriantly over Europe and America,
—a harvest the seed of which was freely scat-
tered by Martin Luther. Luther was born at
Eislclben on the 18th Nov. 1483. When twen-
ty-cight years of age he was sent on business
to Rome. He was then a man of greatlearn-

ing and of varied experience, and a devout
inquirer after the way of salvation. His faith
in Rome was unabated. Hc went to the capi-
tal of Christendom filled with ardent expecta-
tion as to the holy lives of those whom he
should see, and the special sacredness of God’s
Vicar, the Pope. 'When he came in sight of
the city he knelt and cried, “I greet thee,
holy Rotne, thrice holy, from the blood of the
martyrs which has been shed in thee !” Need
we tell how bitterly be was disappointed ?
He found priests and people faithless, scoffing,
greedy, treacherous and lawless. The Pope
was more a pagan than a Christian. The
great city rceked with moral corruption and
with violence. *‘Luther had cometothe Holy
City (as he called it when far away in Ger-
many) to find some sure way of working out
his salvation ; and, strange to say, he did find
Christ. For it was in Rome, in the midst of
all its corruption and blasphemy, that it sud-
denly came to him that the way of salvation
was to go to Christ and leave all to Him, that
pardon comes freely from God, and begins the
Christian life, and 1s not painfully won at the
end of it.” The light that shone into his soul
was in due time faithfu2y and powerfully pro-
claimed by him, and great was the multitude
of those who heard and obeyed and re-echoed
the strain. It was in 1521 that before the
Emperor and two hundred princes he boldly
declared. “Itis as clear as day that both
Pope and Councils have often erred. My
conscience must submit to the Word of God ;
to act against conscience is unholy and dan-
gerous ; and therefore I cannot and will not
retract. Here I stand. I can do naught else.
God help me, Amen.”—Luther was put under
the ban of the Empire, and condemned as an
outlaw. All the great powers, lay and eccle-
siastical, from Emperor and Pope downwards,
—were arranged against him, but God was on
his side. What Germany is to-day is largely
owing to the work of Martin Luther. All
Christendom owes thanks to God for the good
gift of such a man atsuch a time,—~Carlyle
rightly speaks of Luther’s confession before
the Diet of Worms as the greatest moment 1
modern history: “English Puritanism, Eng-
land and its parliament, Americas, and vast
work these two centuries ; French Revolution.
Europe and its work everywhere at present :
the germ of it all lay there : had Luther in
thatmomentdone other, it had been otherwise.”
The coming celebration will afford a fitting
time for our ministers and people to call the
attention of the young to the glorious Reform-
ation and the principle on which it is foundcd,
—to the vital docrines pseached by Luther
and his associates,—to the still nobler and
purer work achieved by Calvinand Knox,—
and specially to the work of reformation
around us and within our reach inviting our
earnest personal aid.
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Cemperance.

P HE Report of the committee on Tempe-
-¢)  rance which was submitted to the Gene-
ral Assembly was not in printed form, which
may account to some extent for the desultory
and upon the whole unsatisfactory discussion
which took place in regard toit. It may, or
it may not be printed in the Assembly minutes,
but even if it is, it will only be seen by a limi-
ted number. Whatever views individuals may
choose to entertain regarding it, there is no
doubt the question is one of vital importance
and worthy of candid and careful investiga-
uon.  Against Temperance there is no law.
Every consideration, indeed, points to it as
the correct thing, and it were a waste of words
to argue in favour of that which instinctively
commends itself to every thinking mind. The
evils arising from intemperance cannot be
overstated. Beyond a doubt they constitute
the greatest drawback to the moral and social
welfare of humanity and, practically, the most
difficult problem ot the age.

Our attention has been drawn to this sub-
ject at present by the receipt of a pamphlet
entitled, “Facts and Figures on the Tempe-
rance Question,” by Rev. R. Wallace of lo-
ronto, published under the auspices of the
Ontario Branch of the Dominton Alliance.
From this carefully prepared and forcibly put
document we shall in the meantime only make
afew extracts leaving it to the reader to apply
the lesson of these statistics and to form his
own judgment regarding them. “The extent
and expense of the liquor traffic in Great
Dritain, the United States and Canada is
enormous,  About one-seventh of the grain
of Great Britain is wasted on this traffic, when
thousands of the people are on the verge of
stanvavon and living in abject poverty. In
the United Kingdom, 52,659,000 bushels of
grain are destroycd yearly to make beer.
100,000,000 bushels of gratn are annually des-
troyed in the Anglo-Saxon world, which would
une two barrels of flour to every family in
England, the United States and Canada dur-
ing the year. During the last seven years the
laroe total has been spent of £987,000,000, or
£,200,000,000 more than the national debt of
Great Britain.  And this was not all, for it
cost at least £100,000,000 more to pay for the
mischief that it caused. That gave a cost of
£,241,000,000, or about $1,200,000,000 ycarly
for their drink bill! It said that there are
about 200,000 places in Grzat Britain where
hiquor is sold, and these are probably doing
more to hinder God’s cause than the 40,000
ministers of religion can do to advance it. As
the result, mainly of intemperance, they have

nearly 3,000,000 applying yearly for parish re-
lief in that wealthy country ; 85,000 inmates
in their asylums ; 60,000 convicted of crime ;
at least 230,000 vagrants roaming about the
cquntry; and about 120,000 brought annually
toa premature grave.  And these liquor shops
are sanctioned by law to lead away the peo-
ple from God, from happiness and heaven.
T'hus the liquor traffic of Great Britain costs
as much as would support 690,000 mission-
aries at $1,200 a year ; 500,000 schoolinasters
at $500; build 5.000 churches at $10,000 ;
5,000 school-houses at $4,000; would give to
the world 200,000,000 of bibles at twenty-five
cents each ; and 500,000,000 of tracts at $1
per 100 ; would give 100,000 widows $100 a
year ; and 200,000 poor families, $50 o year.
In short, would provide a machinery that
would evangelize the world in a short time, or
pay off the national debt in four ycars. In
the United States there are 175,000 places
where intoxicating liquor was sold, involving
a direct outlay and waste of not less than
$700,000,000, and an indirect loss to the coun-
try, by crime, pauperism, &c., of $700,000,
ooo more ; and this results in the destruction
of 100,000 lives yearly. In the State of
Maine, before prohibition, there was one
drunkard for every fifty-five of the population,
and one million gallons of spirits were distilled
annually, while the liquor bill amounted to
$10,000,000. Since prohibition there is not a
distillery or brewery in the state, the recent
sale of liquor amounting to the mere fraction
of the former quantity sold; whereas the
death rate had been reduced to one in 300 of
her population.

In 1881 there were in operation in the
United States 3,210 distillertes. Tuese con-
sumed 31.291,130 bushels of grain, with an
aggregate production of 117,728,150 gallons
of proof spirits. For the fiscal year ending
3oth June, 1881, *he total amount of revenue to
the national treasury from distilled spirits was
$47,153,974.83 ; for the same period the total
rc senue from fermented liquors amounted to
$13,700,241.21.  The beer production for the
year ending 3oth June, was 14,311,028 bushel-,
or at thirty-one gallons per bushel the cnor-
mous aggregate of 434,641,868 gallons. A
brewer’s authority gives the number of brew-
erics at 2,830, and estimates that there are
1,681,670 acres of land under cultivation for
barley and hops. If sown with wheat, at
thirty bushels per acre, this land would pro-
vide 50,456,000 bushels, or about one bushel
for every man, woman and child in the United
States. It has been declared on authority of
an official census that the liquor traffic during
the last ten years has sent 109,000 children to
the poor houses in the United States ; has
committed at least 150,000 to prisons and
workhouses ; has made at least 10,000 insanc ;
has determined at least 2,000 suicides; has
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caused the loss, by fire or violence, of
$10,000,000 worth of property ; and has made
200,000 widows and 1,000,000 orphans.  While
the clergymen of the United States cost $12,
000,000 yearly, the luss to the nation, directly
and indirectly, through liquor. is somethfhy
like $1,400,000,000 a year ‘The quantity of
spirits and malt liquor made or imported into
the Dominion of Canada in 1882 was 17,733,
934 gallons, or nearly four gallons for every
man, woman and child in the Dominion.  The
liquor traffic is estimated to cost Canada
$43,500,000 annualiy.

The testimony of the most eminent physi.
cians of Europe and America is cited to prove
that a very large proportion of human misery,
poverty, aisease and crime is induced by the
use of alcoholic or fermented beverages :
“That the most perfect health is compatible
with total abstunceuce from all such beverages;
and that total or universal abstinence fiom
alcoholic beverages of all sorts would greatly
contribute to the health, the prosperity, the
nworality, and the happiness of the human
family.” Leading chemists are quoted.  'They
say that “ alcohol causes discases of the vital
organs, debilities the vigour of the physical
system, while it weakens the mind and pro-
motes in both premature decay.”  Sir Astley
Cooper declares that “ ardent spirits and poi-
son are convertible terms. A striking con-
trast is drawn betwixt two small towns in the
United States in one of which the sale of
liguor has frce course and in the otheritis
prohibited. * Yonkers, N.Y., licenses 145
saloons, and has in addition 735 places where
liquor is sold in violation of the law. Vine-
land has about 12,000 inhabitants, and Yon
kers less than 15,000. Yonkers spends on its

olice $37,000, and the police duties of Vine-

and are performed by one constable at the
annual expense of $75.  Yonkers has a police
judge at a salary of $4,000, and it clerk who is
pa‘d $800. Vineland has no police court and
needs none. The paupers of Yonkers cost the
town $12,000 ; Vineland has only six, and pays
$400 for the same. Altogether these articles
of expense cost Yonkers §33,800 ; in Vineland,
$475. Making proportivnate allowance for
the difference in population. the government,
so far as the expenses are concerned, costs
more than ninety times as much as that of
Vineland.” Mr. Wallace concludes that *if
the liquor traffic is the cause of so much
waste of property and destruction of life and
of such a vast amount of suffering and mise-
ry, not merely to the drunhards themselves
but to all related to them, and of it is the
- greatest hindrance to the prosperity of our
country, is it not the duty of our Legislature
to prohibit the manufacture and sale of intox-
icants, save for purely medicinal and mechun-
ical purpcses #7 The result of all past legis-
lation, he says, abundantly proves that it is

impossible satisfactorily to limit or regulate a
system so essentially mischievous in its tenden-
cies as the traffic in intoxicants. Mr. Wallace
thinks that there is a marked change in public
sentiment going on, and that the question of
prohibition is but a question of time. .Copies
of Mr. Wallace’s most valuable and suggestive
pamphlet may be had through S. R. Briggs,
Tovonto.  Price five cents each.

g -

Father Chiniquy.

AV R good friend has just returned from

" his third lecturing tour in the O1d Coun-
try, covered with honours. He delivered
about one hundred lectures in London, Liver-
pool, Manchester, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dun-
dee and other large cities. The audiences
were always large, frequently running above
two thousand.  Although now seventy-four
years of age, Father Chiniquy looks remark-
ably well and is as full of enthusiasm as cver.
He received a very hearty welcome from his
townsmen at St. Anne’s, Kankakee, as well as
from the members of his congregation, on hi-
arrival.  During his absence his congregation
has been under the pastoral care of Rev. M.
R. Paradis to whom we are indebted for the
following very encouraging statement respeet-
ing the congregatioo at St. Anne’s :—

* Feeling convinced of the interest of many
of your readersin this part of the Lord’s Vine-
yard, I often thought of reporting the progress
to Zhe Record, but waited till to-day as im-
provements after improvements have been
going on for some time past. As we are weak
financially, it takes us a pretty long time t» do
much, seeing we do not want to lie in debt
As the space accorded to correspondents 1>
always necessarily limited, I will merely men-
tion facts.  (1). Materially, improvements to
the church, in the way of platform, ceiling
raised, plastering, painting, &c., have been
made to the amount of nearly $250.00. The
Ladies’ Sewing Circle and The Young People’s
Societ lately started, are doing good work.
(2). Spiritually. At Communion, last month,
twenty-nine persons joined the Church, thice
of whom were baptized. In the Sabbath-
school, though the attendance is no larger, the
interest has increased greatly and the progress
in lcarning is manifest, especially amony
young people. Mrs. P. has a class, composed
of thirty young raen who showed their inte
rest by presenting her with a beautiful Silier
Cake basket, I believe, the first present ever
made Dby members of this congregatron.
There are also other signs of progress 1mpos
sible to mention. Let all the friends of tan
Mission pray the Master that a still gicaier
outpouring of his Dblessings may bc made
anifest soon.”
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Auth and Naomi.

SEPTEMBER 9. Rutrir: 14.22.
Golden T'ext Ruth 1: 18.

 HE Book of Rath is supposed to have been
written by Samuel during the reign of
David. It affords a beautiful glin vee of domes.
tic life, shewing that true religion was not extinct
even in the darkest days ot the Israelitish apostacy.
A more charming picture of genuine piety, and
fine feeling it is 1mpossible to conceive. It is pro-
bable that Ruth lived in the time of Gideon, The
local interest of the narrative centresin Bethlehem,
six miles south fiom Jerusalem, originally called
Ephrath, Gen. 35: 19—where Rachel died; of
which David was a native, and where Jesus Christ
was born, see Micah 5: 2. In this quiet neigh-
bourhood lived Elimelech with his wife Naomi and
their two sons, Mahlon and Chilian. A famine
having occurred, the family vecame embarrassed,
bad to mortgage their property, ch, 4: 3, 4, and
moved away 1nto the Jand of Moab on the eastern
side of Jordan, where food and employment could
be more easily obtained. They had not been long
there when kilimelech died and Naomi was lefta
widow. The two sons married Moabitish women,
called Orpah and Ruth. At the end of ten years
both ditd and the three widows were plunged into
the deepest dwtress and sorrow. What should
tuey do¥  Learniog that the famine had ceased in
her native country, Naomi resolves to return to
Bethlehem in the hope of finding friends there to
sywpathize with her. She loved her daughters.in.
law dearly. In order to test the sincerity of their
love to her, as well a3 to free herself from the res-
ponsibility of the consequences should they go
with her to share her poverty, she argues the mat-
ter with them. With touching pathos she refers
to their kindness to her sons, their husbaunds, while
they were alive, and to the mutual affection that
bad existed betwixt herself and them. She then
urged upon them to go back to their friends who
were well off and would provide amply for them.
Orpah went back, but nothing would induce Rath
to leave Naomi. Orpah, like the young man in
the parable, Matt. 19 : 22, was not prepared Yo
make such & sacrifice. Ruth's devotion, on th
other hand, was just such as Christ deman Is from
all his faithful followers, Matt. 10: 37; 19: 29,
V. 19. The news of Naom's retura scon spreal
sid many of herold friends clustered rounit her,
but, so changed by gricf! they scarcely kuew her.
Vs.20, 21.  Of their own accord she and her hus.
bund had gone away, but God by his judgments
lad bronght her back, V.22, "According to Ife-
brew law 1t was the privileg: of the poor and tha
sitsuger to follow the reapers and gather up the
glesmngs, Lev. 19; 9; 233 22, Jimh was prosi-
dentially led to tho harvest fi:ld of Boaz, o rich
nobleman, who afterwards warried her, so she be
came the ancestor of the royal house of David, ch.
4:22: Matt. 1: 5, 6, which gave Jesus to the
world.  Naowi ncted wisely in leaving islolatrous
Moab, and Ruth in choosing her excellent company.
Those who follow Cbrist will in the end be the
guiners, John 10 : 21, 28.

A Praging Mother.

SEPTEMRER 14, 1 Samuen t: 21-28,

Goliden, Text, 1 Samuel 1 : 28,

HE greater part of 1 Samnuel may have been
written by the eminent man whose name i§

bears, but the evidence is not conclusive. In it
we find the history of the children of Israel from
the time of Samuel’s birth till the death of Saul.
At this time Eli was both high-priest and judge in
Israel, ch. 1: 9; 4: 18. He lived at Shiloh, t
king care of the taberuacle, assisted by his twa
sons Hophni and Phinebas. At Ramah, a fow
miles to the south- west, there iived a pious couple,
Elkansh and Hannah. The man was wealthy and
liberal. He was regular in the duties of religion,
and a kind husband, bu¢ he was a polygamist and
that brought trouble into the family. Hannah is
here presented as the picture of a godly mother—
a rare exception of piety in a degenerate and cor-
rupt age. She greatly desired to be the mother of
one who shoukgl become a blessing to the nation by
bringing them back to theservica of God. V.21,
It was not imperative for women to attend the
solemn feasts, Exo. 23: 17, but this whole family
seem to have been in the habitof going. Norisit
plain which of the three feasts is meant, if indeed
gore than one was then in existence. /Iis vow.—
In order to make Hannah's vow obligatory it was
necessary that Ler husband should solemnly ex-
presa goncurrence in it. V.23, The politeness
of Elkanah and the ready deference paid to his
wife’s wishes in this matter are simply admirable.
V. 24, When weaned—about thies years old.
Three bullocks—one for each year of his life—were
provided—a costly sacrifice. An ephah —about
eight gallons. Bottle of winc—a skin of wine:
bottles 1n those days consisted of goat-skins flayed
from the bodies of the animals, uncut except at
the legs and neck which were tied with a cord.
The house of the Lord in Shiloh—i. e. the Taber.
nacle which had remained eversince Joshua's time
at Shiloh, seventeen iles north from Jerusalem,
and which continued to be the religiouscentre and
capital of the nation until the close of Eli's admi.
nistration when it fcll into decay on account of
the ark being carried off by the Phulistines, ch. 4:
3.11. Vs. 26,27. Standing in the very spot
where she had prayed aud vowed, years before, vs.
10-12, Hanpah now brings the child to Eli and
solemnly asserty that ghe is the same person with
whomn he had conversed at that time. Though he
may have forgotten all about it she has not forgot-
ten his words nor her own vow. I she did not
leave Simuel at Shiloh just then, it was not long
before he was found mimistering to the Lord there,
ch. 2: 18, 19. After the death of Ili, Samuel
was .ho means of induciag the people to forsake
idolatry and return to the worship of Jehovah,
ch.7: 3, 4. Children can never do emough for
their parents: they may nsver know how much of
their success and hanpiness is in answer to a pious
mother’s prayer. They shonld be brought under
tha influence of religicus teaching when very
young.
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The Child Saumncel.

SEPTEMBER 23, 1 SAMUEL 111 1-19.

Golden Text, 1 Samuel 3 : 9.

;"“P HE time of this lesson is seven or eight
ttc) years after last lerson, when Sumuel was
twolve yearsof ag . The place, at Shiloh, seven-
teen wiles norta of Jerusalem. V. 1. Samuel
s ministered,” or served Eli in a way suited to lus
yeurs, such as lighting the lamps, ch. 3: 3, and
opening the doors of the Tabernacle, v. 15

There was Mo open vision.—Since Moses’ time
the prophetic office had almost entirely ceased.
We read of two prophets only in the days of the
judges, and they are imentioned incidentally,
Jud. 4: 4; 6: 8. In the personof Samuel this
xacred office was to be revived and he stands out
couspicuously as the first of an illustrious line of
prophets who during a period of 450 years exerted
» powerful influence over the nation. V.2, 4.
Eli would be sleeping in his aparcments adjoining
the tabernacle, and Samuel in an anti-room withia
call. Ere the lamp of God wend out. —The **tem-
ple” scems to have become the establiched desig-
nation of ths tabernacle, and the time indicated
was towards the morning twilight when the lawps
in the seven-branched golden candlestick began to
hurn diruly, or were put out. Hhere the ark of
t;ud was —that was iu the holy of holies and sym-
holized the presence of Jehovah from whom the
voice proceeded calling Samuel. Vs, 5-8. The
three successive calls addressed to the boy convine-
ed Eli of the divine character of the Speaker and
he thercfore enjoing upon him, roverential atten-
tion to the message. V.10. The voice which
before seemed distant now sounds as though the
spraker were close athand. Indeed there was a
petsonal presence, whether seen by Samuel or not.
Speak : for thy servant hearclh.~—God speaks to us
in many ways,— by our own corscience, by his
Word—by his Son, John1: 1, 14, Heb.1: 1, 2,
but in whatever way he addresses us, it is for us to
say like Samuel.—¢¢Speak, for thy servant
heareth.” Vs. 11.14. The message was not a
pleasant one, and would be better uaderstood by
the old priest than by the youthful prophet. It
foretold the judgments impendiag over Eli's
faily to latest generations on account of the
gross sins practised by his sons Hophni and Phin-
ehas and which their father had allowed lo pass
unrebuked. Their particular si:a is mentioned in
ch.2: 12-17, 22. Instead of expelling them from
the sacred office of which they had shewn them.
selves s0 unworthy, the old man made light of their
offences. And yet it is evident he was not a bad
waon. With such a threatening prospect before
him his meek submission is wonderful, but his
weak and unfaithtul course with his sons is inde-
fensible. In Samuél, on the other hand, we have
a fine illustration of early piety, and learn that
even young chiidren may employ themselves usce
fully in che service of God. V. 19. Samuel's
faithfulness was rewarded by God’s favour, What-
ever he said, a3 a prophet, proved true and was
accomplished in its season.

Gli's Death.

OcToBER 7. 1 SAMUEL 1v: 10-18.
Golden Text, ¥ Samuel 3+ 13.

(JQOME twenty years have passed‘ since Che

=)  doomed pronounced on El’s posterity ws
ptunonuced, and new we have an account of it«
literal fulfliment. Thetwo ¢“scape-gruc's’ Hoph-
ni and Phinchas went on from bad te worse, Tue
Israelites having been beaten in a battle with the
Philistines and lost four thousand men, it was
rashly resolved to send for the aik of the cove-
nant from Shiloh in the vain hope that its pre-
sence in the camp would bring them victorv. The
sons of Eli, whose duty it was to guard agains-
such sacrilege, lent themselves to the propesal
and sanct.oned the procerding by going withit.
Toundc.stand the referencein vs. 10, 11, read from
v.1. Thoughat first appalled at thesight of the a1k
the Philistines were so used to lord it over the
Israelites that they assumed the courage of des.
pair and fell upon them with such resistless force
that they were defeated again with a terrible slauglh.
ter. So badly beaten wers they, instead of retis
ing to their camp, as they did oa the former occ1-
siop, v. 3, they dispersed to their individual
tents, Ibstead of praying to God and resolving to
abolish existing abuses and to re-establish the
purity of worship, they had put their trust in ex-
ternal observances—deceiving themselves with the
idea that the mere taking of that wooden chest
into the battlefield would ensure their success.
They found out their mistake by sad experience
when it was too Jate. There are many even mow
who trust te external rites and ceremonies, in a
greater or less degree, for the salvation of their
souls, and others who delude themselves by think-
ing that intellectual assent to the Christian system,
or some meritorious act on their part will secure
what they ardently desire, forgetting that nothing
will avail to save sinners but faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, John 3: 36 : 4: 24; Acts 16: 31.
The ark of God was taken.--This of itself was a
sigual judgment upon lIsreel, designed to teacl
them their folly and bring them to repentance.
Va. 12-17. There were many good points in Eii'
oharacter. He loved God’s house and service : he
was diligent in his duties as a priest : he shewed
great magnanimity in his treatment of Samucl,
he was not afraid to listen to the ttu h even when
he kuew it must be unpalatable : he was wonder-
fully endued with the grace of submission. /!,
he lacked energy, and was especially deficient
the mansgement of his own houschold ; he dil
nothing effectual to restrain his sons from the:-
evil courses and, when the half-aearted reron-
strance at last cime, it was oo lale V. 18. He
could have borne the news of the d«feat, and even
of the death of his sons, but that ths ark of Gul
should bave been taken by the Dhilistines wa
more than he could bear. Life would be nothing
to him without the ark. What pleasure can a

Christian have deprived of God’s worl and r1b-

nauces and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Icia:

bod! < The glory is departed where the Divwe

presence is not.
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Owr Own Church,

LPOME MISSIONS. The third Sabbath
in August was appointed by the Gen-
eral Assembly as the day when the claims
of the Home Mission Scheme should be
brought before our people. In order to carry
out the rccommendations of the Assembly in
regard to the augmentation of stipends, an
additional sum of $20,000 will be required this
year.

o=y

THE COLLEGE FUND.—By appointment of
the General Assembly the annual collection
for the College Fund takes place on Sabbath
16th September. In the Western Section of
the Church the amount required is $19,000,
viz, $10,000 for Knox College, $4,000 for
Queen’s College, and $35,000 for the Presbyte-
rian College, Montreal. Last year the receipts
were only between $15,000 and $16,000, so that
an average increase of about 25 per cent. will
Le necessary in order to reach the amount
required this year. It is encouraging to know
that the number of students in attendance at
the several colleges continues to increase, and
it is of the highest importance that these theo-
logical institutions should be efficiently main-
tained. While of recent years large sums have
been contributed to the endowment of the
colleges, still the above named amount is
actually required from the congregations of
the Church for the current year and it i
varnestly hoped that every congregation and
mission station will contribute liberally on be-
half of the fund so that the full amount
1equired may be obtzined. To ensure that the
coilection will not be crowded out by other
schemes it is important that it bo taken onthe
Sabbath appointed, especially in those mission
stations and congregations where there re no
inissionary associations. For these, and all
the other missionary and benevolent schemes
of the Church, let there be systematic and
united action taken in cvery congregation and
mission station and all the moncy that is
sceded will be forthcoming.

PERSONALS.—REv. A. F. Kemp, LL.D,,
has retired from the principalship of the
l.adies’ College, Ottawa, and is succeeded by
My, Samuel Woods, M.A. We take the op-
portunity of commending this iastitution to
the notice of such as desire to secure a
thorough education for their daughters. The
curriculum is in every respect abreast of the
age, and the past record of the college has
been most satisfactory. Rev. W. D. Arm-

strong has returned to Ottawa. He deserves
thanks for the creditable manner in which he
represcited the Canadian Church on the
other side.

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS.

CAMDEN : Kingston.—Mr. Wm. S. Smith
was ordained and settled as a missionary on
the 8th of July.

DuNBARTON and HIGHLAND CREEK:
Whitby.—Mr. R. M. Craig was inducted on
the 14th of August.

OTYAWA : St Andrew’s Church.—-Mr, V.
T. Herridge, B.D., was ordaincd and inducted
on the 2nd of August. .

Sr. ANDREW'S, N.B., Sz. Jo/n.—Rev. A
McDougall was inducted on the 3tst of July.

\WOLFEVILLE, N.S.—Mr. Robert D. Ross
was ordained and incucted on the 2nd of
August.

NoOEL : Halifax.—Mr. Edward Thorpe was
ordained and inducted, August 28th.

RIVERSDALE: Lunenburgh.—Rev. H. Craw-
ford was inducted August 28th.

BEAVERTON : Lindsay.—Rev. ]J. C. Patter-
son, formerly of Summerstown, Glengarry,
was inducted on the /th of August.

KiNLoss, RIVERSDALE, &c. : Druce.~ Rev
William Gallagher was inducted on the 14th
of August.

CaLLs.—Rev. R. P. Mackay, of Scarboro’
to Knox Church, Guelph. Rev. John Turn-
bull, lately of Meirose, to St. Louis de Gon-
zaque, Montreal. Rev. A, H. Kippen, of .
Dorchester, to Millbank (declined). Kev. Johin
M’Almon to Dover and Chalmer’s Churdh,
Chatham. Rev,]. T. Patterson, of Hanover,
has accepted a.call to Erskine Church, Meca-
ford, Qwen Sound. Rev. W. T. Wilkins has
accepted a call to St. Andrew’s Church, Tren-
ton, Kingston. Mr. J. M. Robinson has
accepted a call to Springhill, ITa/ace. Mr.
James Anderson has declined a cail to Canard,
Cornwallis, N.S. Mr. S. C. Lord is called to
Georgetown and Montague, Mr. Hcctor Mec-
Quacrie to Dundas and Cardigan, and Mr. A
W. Mahon to St. Peter’s and Brackley Point
Roads—all in P. E. Island.

DEMISSIONS.—Rev. W. R Sutherland of
Knox Church, Ekfrid. Rev. Wiliam Cleland
of Niagara. Rev. J. L. Robert<on of Strabanz,
and Rev. George Chrystal of Flambhoro’ West,
Hawmnilton. Rev. Alex. Grant of Ashficld,
AMaitland. Rev. Alexander Fraser of Guthrie,
Longwood and Cooke’s Church, Caradoc, Lon-
don. Rev. W. S. Whittier of Chaimeis’
Church, Halifax.
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NEw CHURCHES, MORRINGHURST, N.W.T.
—The Presbyterian Church erected at this
lace was opened for worship on the 22nd of
une by Rev. J. Farquharson. The building
is especially adapted to the circumstances of a
new country, combining under one roof both
church and manse. The people themselves
gave freely of their labour in its construction,
and the new Church and Manse Building
Fund defrayed the cost of the skilled labour
necessarily employed.

WINCHESTER SPRINGS, Brockville: — A
very neat church which cost about $2,600 was
opened at this place on the 29th July by the
Rev. George Brunfield, B. D., of Brockville,
whose lecture on Palestine added $61.25 to
the Building Fund.

Weetings of Lreshyteries.

/ICTORIA AND RICHMOND : July 24 :—
s The Presbytery met at Strath Lorne
for visitation and cother business. Found the
congregation prospering under the ministry of
Rev. M. Campbell. No arrears.

MIRAMICHI : July 17 :—The Presbytery
met at Campbellton, Rev. J. C. Herdman was
elected Moderator. Session Records of seve-
ral congregations were examined. A propo-
sal was made to secure the services of an or-
dained missionary to visit the Presbytery’s
stations ; the proposal is to be ccnsidered and
reported upon by a committee, Mr. Quinn was
appointed Treasurer of the Presbytery fund
for the ycar. Mr. Herdman reported $50 for
the mission to lumbermen. Rev. R. H. War-
den addressed the Presbytery on the work of
the Board of French Evangelization.—J. Mc-
CARTER, Clk.

HALIFAX : Aug. 2.:—The Presbytery met
at Wolfville. The demission of Rev. W. S,
Whittier of Chalmer’s Church, was accepted
to take cffect at the close of the meeting of
Synod in October.  Dr. Burns was nominated
for Moderator of Synod. The trials for li-
cense of Mr. James Rosborough were sus-
taincd and he was licensed accordingly. The
trials for ordination of Mr. Robert D. Ross
were heard and sustained, and the Presbytery
ordained and inducted him over the newly
formed charge of Wolfville and Lower Hor-
ton. This is a section of the country where
Presbyterianism had at ene time a considera-
ble hold. The Reformed Presbyterians (Co-
venanters) have a church at Horton which re-
ceives monthly supply of preaching. Mr.
Ross is the first minister of our church set-
tled in this locality, and it is hoped that his
ministry will prove a blessing. His charge
embraces the classic scene of the expulsion of

the Acadians so well depicted in “ Evangeline.”
—A. SIMPSON, Cl.

PICTOU : July 16 :—The Presbytery met at
Blue Mountain for the visitation of the con-
gregation. A resolution was passed expres-
sing much satisfaction with the progress made
and urging an annual collection for the Col-
lege.—E. A. McCurDY, Clk.

LUNENBURG AND SHELBURNE : July io:
Rev. John Cameron was appointed Modcrator
for the year. The congregation of Riversdal:
petitioned for the services of Rev. Henry
Crawford as an ordained missionary, Muv.
Crawford accepted the call and expressed his
readiness to enter upon the work early in Aug-
gust. The Presbytery resolved to take imme-
diate action to carry out the Asscnibly’s reso-
lution to increase the Supplementing Fund.
The matter is to be brought before all the
congregations, and an effort to be made to
raise for the Supplementing Fund jfze pcr
cent of the salaries now paid in the Presbytery.
This is to be done without detriment to any
other of the schemes of the Church. A com-
wmittee to carry out the measure was appointed
consisting of Rev’ds E. D. Millar, Stiles Fra-
ser and Dr. Calder.—D. S. FRasgr, Cl4.

TRURO : July 70 :—The Presbytery met at
Coldstream for the visitation of the congrega~
tion. The work of the congrcgation was
found to be zealously and successtully attend-
ed to. The congregation has added $75 to
the pastor’s salary, and has cheerfully rclin-
quished a grant from the Supplementing Fund.
Rev. W. T. Bruce was appointed Moderator
for the current year.—J. H. CHASE, C/4.

TORONTO, July 26.—1t was agreed to loose
the Rev. W. McWilliam from his charge at
Streetsville to enable him to accept an ap-
pointment, from the Assembly’s Home Mis-
sion Committee, to Prince Albert in the
North-West Territory. Action was taken in
reference to the call from Knox Church,
Guelph, to Mr. Mackay of Scarboro, and par-
ties cited to appcar in their interests. A
committee was appointed to consider what
should be done to secure public religious ser-
vices for the benefit of parties residing during
the summer months on the island opposite
Toronto.—R. MONTEATH, C/%.

GUELPH : July r7 :—There was a large at-
tendance of ministers. A committee was
appointed to arrange for holding the annual
missionary meetings. There was reported to
be but one vacancy within the bounds, viz,,
Knox Church, Guclph, and three mission
stations, all of which are receiving stated sup-
ply. A call from Knox Church in favour of
Rev. R. P. Mackay of Scarboro’ was sustained.
Mr. Tait intimated that the First Congrega-
tion, Guelph, had agreed to ask the Presbytery
that they be dissolved, and handed in the
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books of the Church, with a cheque for $803,
the proceeds of sale of the property after
meeting liabilities, which the congregation
desires should be divided among the mission
schemes of the Church. The request was
acceded to and the name of the congregation
was accordingly dropped from the roll.—R.
TORRANCE, Clk.

HAMILTON : July 77 .—Mr. Cleland ten-
dered the resignation of his charge at Niagara,
asking to be allowed to retire from the active
duties of the Ministry and to be admitted to
the benefit of the Aged and Infirm Ministers’
Fund. The resignation of Mr. Robertson of
Strabane was allowed to lie on the table for
two months more. Mr. Grant was authorized
to organize a congregation at Delhi. Mr.
Chrystal tendered the resignation of his
charge at West Flamboro’. Standing Com-
mittees were appointed for the current eccle-
siastical year.—]. LAING, Clk.

LONDON : July 10 :—Application was made
on behalf of petitioners for the erection of a
new church and congregation in London,
South, who proposed immediately to erect a
commodious and handsome church at a cost
of about $11,000. It was stated that there is
a large and wealthy Presbyterian population
in that part of the city and every reasonable
prospect of forming a strong congregation.
A committee was appointed to organize the
congregation at an early date. Dr, Proudfoot
addressed the Presbytery on the scheme for
the endowment of Knox College.  Alrcady
$106,000 had been subscribed, and the work
must go on. Standing Committces were ap-
pointed. Reports of Commissioners to the
General Assembly were heard. Rev. George
Crombie was received as a Minister of this
GChurch in terms of instructions from the
General Assembly. A committee was appoint-
ed to visit the aid-receiving congregations.
Mr. Ball gave notice of a motion in reference
to the work of French Evangelization.-]. K.
WRIGHT, Cl&. pro tem.

MAITLAND : July ro :—Commissioners to
the General Assembly reported their diligence
to the business of that Court, and gave in a
statement of their travelling expenses. A
Conference was held on “The Religious
Education of the Young,” introduced by Mr.
D. Cameron, followed by other members.
The topic for conference at next meeting is,
“ The importance of the Eldership in promot-
ing personal, family, and congregational Rel;-
gion.” Mr. Hamilton gave notice of a motion
anent the mode of appointing commissioners
to the General Assembly. Committees were
appointed to visit aid-receiving congregations.
Standing Committees for the year were ap-
pointed.—R. LEASK, C/4. )

{ANITOBA.—AL a recent meeting a resolu-
tion was unanimcusly passed expressing great

satisfaction at the appointment of Rev. Dr.
King as Principal and Professor of Theology-
in the Manitoba College. The Presbytery
recognizes in Dr. King one whose scholarship, .
experience, and administrative ability, fit him
in a marked degree for the position, while his
familiarity with the Home Missions.of the
Chutch will be of immense service in further-
ing the mission work in these new provinces
and in fostering a missionary spirit in the
students. A number of applications to the-
Church and Manse Building Fund were made
through the Presbytery. Professor Bryce:
presented the report of the Committee on
Sabbath Observance. Pointed reference was
made to violations of the Sabbath by railway
companies and others, and to the need for
more effective legislation.——T. HaRT, C/4,
SAUGEEN : July 10 :—Mr. Campbell gave
in a report of the' Home Mission work of the
Presbytery. Mr. David Fgrrest was licensed
to preach the Gospel.—S. YOUNG, C/£. :

OTTAWA : August 2 .—Calls from Morris-
burgh and Iroquois, in favour of Rev. G. I).
Bayne of Wakefield ; from Kemptville, in
favour of Rev. H. J. M’Diarmid, wete dealt
with. Mr. W. T. Herridge, B.D., was ordaincd
and inducted into St. Andrew’s Church,
Ottawa ; to receive stipend $3,000 per annum
and a manse. Awxgust 7:—Hull desires full
services of a minister for itself. Mr, W. H.
Geddes was licensed to preach the Gospel.
Reports on French Evangelization within the
bounds were full of interest and encouragement
demanding earnest eftort to meet the wants of
the people. Deputations were appointed to
visit the mission fields before the students
return to college.—J. WHITE, Cik.

SARNIA TO CALGARRY.
Notes of a hurried visit to the North-West.
To the Editor of the Record,

So much has been written about the “Great
North-West” in books, newspapers and
monthly periodicals, that it almost seems folly
to add another line. Editors are, however,
imperious and clamorous as ever, and the
reading public as anxious to hear of the pro-
gress of what was but lately the “Lone Land,”
as they were ten years ago. This is my
apology, if apology is necessary, for inflicting
once more upon your readers a brief account
of my recent visit to Manitoba, and the regions
beyond. .

It is just ten years since I made my first
tour in the North-West. It was then very
much an unknown land. The Presbyterian
Church in Canada as early as 1871 had found-
ed the nucleus of \a college in Manitoba, with
Professor Bryce as its representative. The
Church of Scotland in Canada, then sent out
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Professor Hart to aid in its work, and at the
union in 1875, the college with its staff of
Professors and Lecturers, came into line with
the other institutions of the United Church.
The college, as most of your readers know,
was originally started at Kildonan, some three
miles from Winnipeg, which at that date and
for a quarter of a century before, was the head
quarters of Presbyterianism in the North-
West, and where the zealous and able Dr.
John Black maintained Gospel ordinances to
his attached people. It was felt, that in order
to give to the college the sympathy and sup-
Q{I)rt of a larger constituency, its removal to

innipeg was a necessity,and in order to bring
about what seemed exceedingly desirable at
that stage in its history, Dr. Ure of Goderich
and the writer were appointed commissioners
to meet with the friends of the college in
Kildonan and Winnipeg, and arrange for the
peaceable settlement of a question that caused
no little feeling at that time. The result was
the removal of the college to Winnipeg, where
for some years it held its sessions in rented
houses of exceedingly modest and unpreten-
tious character, until the presept noble build-
ing was erected. As to the wisdom or
unwisdom of each denomination having a
separate college, there is room for difference
of opinion. At that time, however, (as still)
there seemed no hope of the Government
setting up a non-denominational university
and college, so that our Church in common
with other Christian bodies, was in a measure
compelled to take the step she did.

Ten years ago (1873) the journey to Mani-
toba was a rather formidable undertaking.
Ten days was about the average time con-
sumed in reaching Fort Garry from Ontario or
Quebec. The “Manitoba” had been recently
built and put upon the Lake Superior route,
and so far as the travel to Duluth was con-
cerned, was all that could be desired. But
then came the Northern Pacific Railway, and
from four to six days on the Red River, in the
little uncomfortable boats of the * Kittson
Transportation Line” Now all this is
changed. In about three days, from Ontario
and Quebec a// »ai/, one finds himself in the
capital of Manitoba, and by Lake Superior
and the C. P. R. from Port Arthur, within five
days! Even this will be still further reduced,
when direct cornmunication has been estab-
lished through Sault Ste. Marie, and other
points included in the present survey.

Two years ago we chose the a// rail line to
Manitoba, but we have again returned to the
Lake Superior route, as not only exceedingly
enjoyable, but to the wearied commercial or
professional man, affording a brief rest from
the incessant round of duties that press him
night and day upon the land. Next to “the
lodge in some vast wilderness,” that the poet

longed for, where there are no postal delive-
ries, telegraphic communications and multifa-
rious occupations to harass the brain, is the
quiet and comfort of a Lake Superior steamer.
The Beatty Line and the Collingwood Line,
are both exceedingly well managed, and the
companies who have sunk so much capital in
those steamers are deserving the patronage
and thanks of every Canadian citizen.

Leaving Sarnia on the evening of the 7th
August in the “Quebec,” we pass quickly on.
touching at Goderich, Kincardine and South-
ampton. Of these rising lake port towns of
Ontario nothing need be said, but that all
seem to be enjoying a marked degree of com-
mercial prosperity. The large amount of
freight taken in at such points, and the con-
stant addition to the passenger roll, indicates
not only great business activity, but also the
possession of means, that enable so many to
take advantage of a few weeks vacation in the
North-West, or at some one of the delightful
spots on the way up to Prince Arthur and
Thunder Bay. Fifty years ago Canadian
pioneers had no such facilities, nor indeed the
money necessary for such lengthy and some-
what expensive tours, and yet we doubt not
they enjoyed life to the full above their more
wealthy descendants, and by industry, perse-
verance and self-denial, have left their children
a noble patrimony.

From Southampton until Ste. Marie is
reached, St. Jacob's Island and Garden City
are the only points touched by our steamer.
At the former, our Church has had missiona-
ries from time to time, as suitable men could
be found, but the settlements are so small and
so widely scattered, that no permanent stations
have been erected. Whatever is done in this
district must of necessity be done by the
Home Mission Committee at a large outlay,
for the people are too poor to do much to-
wards the support of Gospel ordinances. The
scenery along this part of the voyage, if not so
bold and rugged as near the head of Lake
Superior, is exquisitely beautiful, and under a
clear balmy sky, with scarcely a ripple upon
the water, and the engines working so
smoothly and noiselessly, that the motion of
the vessel is hardly perceptible—the enjoy-
ment is about as complete as ever falls to the
lot of discontented mortals. From Garden
City, we pass through the St. Mary River, to
Sault Ste. Marie—one on the Canadian, and
another on the American side ; the one full of
stir and bustle, the other comparatively dull
and somnolent. Our Canadian Sault Ste. Marie
has, however, improved somewhat during the
past five years, although far behind its sister
on the opposite shore, which with the United
States Garrison and handsome public build-
ings and substantial church edifices, is an
exceedingly attractive spot for both American
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and Canadian tourists. All the Canadian and
Americai. steamers touch at this place for
coaling (as they generally do on the Canadian
side), but in addition, there is the magnificent
canal, said to be the finest on the continent,
which connects St. Mary’s River with Lake
Superior; the Rapids, over which, in birch
bark canocs, sightceers are taken every hour
of the day almost, by skilled Indian oarsmen,
these and other attractions, and the constant
passing to and fro of all kinds of craft, from
the stately merchantman to the pleasure
vacht, makes the place in summer time busy
and exciting, picturesque and romantic, beyond
the new fashionable watering places of the day.
‘The land on the American side is said 1o be
much more productive than on the Canadian
<ide of the river, which may account in some
measure for the spareness of population on our
o.n territory. During the past two or three
ccars, howcver, several good farmers have
taken up land in and beyond the Township of
Korah, a few miles back of the Sault, and the
wewn itself gives evidence of waking up to a
sreater degree of life. Your late estecmed
fellow-citizen, Dr. Sullivan of St. George's, has
his Episcopal residence here,and makes it the
centre of Lis diocese. A good deal of fecling
is manifested at the prospect of his removal to
Huron, which is regarded as almost a certainty.
There can be no doubt that such a man is, in
many respects, better fitted for a more densely
~cttled and wealthier diocese, but it will be a
grand mistake if our Evangelical Churches
adopt the policy of selecting sccond-rate men
for pioneer work. When it is found that the
more able and eloquent preachers are reserved
for the rich and fashionable city and diocese,
and the more obscure, unattractive and un-
popular, are sent to the plainer and less
cultivated congregations, the masses will soon
luse confidence in the sincerity of those who
profess * to preach the Gospel to the poor.”

We spent what time was at our command
with the Rev. Mr. Morison, our missionary at
Sault Ste. Marie. Mr. Morison, who is it gra-
duate of Montreal Coilege, is doing a good
work here, and is hopeful of the future. Our
Church here has passed through many trials
and vicissitudes since its organisation, conse-
quent upon the frequent change of missiona-
nes and  the exceedingly fluctuating character
of the population. The membership remains
atabout yo. The church is a very ncat and
¢ mfortable one—is almaost if not entirely free
t: . debt, and uader the direction of Mr.
Morison, the Sabbath Schoo! 2nd other de
putments of Christian work are in full opera-
tion. Christian friends from our wealthier
congregations in Ontario and Quebcec can,
during their summer holidays in this neigh-
bourhood, greatly strengthen the hands of
such self-denying missionaries as Mr. Morison,

by attendlng their ministrations, aiding in the
Sabbath School, and giving substantial help to
struggling enterorises, that will ultimately be-
come important centres for good, as the re-
sources of the country are developed and
population of the country is increased by rail-
way communication. Thus much until nest
month, when I shall refer to our work at
Prince Arthur’s Landing and in the North-
West, as far as I can reach, in the brief space
of three weeks. W. C.
Lovt Arthatr, July rith, 1833.

N

EDMONTON, N. W.T.

LEITER FROM REV. A. B. BAIRD.

A little settlement was established last year
on the Red Deer River at the place where the
trail to Calgarry crosses. This is about 100
niles south of Edmonton and half way to
Calgarry. The two piuncers of thescttlement
were Edmonton men and 1 reccived anurgent
invitation to pay them a visit.  The settlement
had increascd to a considerable size this
spring and I decided to go. While I was
making arrangements for my ten days’ ab-
sence one of the office bearers of my congre-
gation volunteered to accompany me.  This
<entleman who has lived in the country for a
number of yvears and has travelled considera-
bly is acquainted with it from Winnipeg to
the McKenzie River : his offer changed the
prospect from that of a difficult and perhaps
dangerous duty to that of a pleasure trip.
There was no more worry ahout confused
trails or swolicn rivers. The only thought
was of a holidey with just enough congenal
duty to redecm it from the charge of idlencss.
My friend and [ lasd our joint resources under
contribution to furnish an outfit for the expedi-
tion — my buckboard was chosun, and his
horses—a first-rate team of roadsters :—The
liberal supplics for our larder were superin-
tended by my fricnd’s wife and at length all
was ready. With tent and blankets, provi-
sions and cooking utensils scecurely packed,
we found ourselves crussing the Big Saskat-
chewan at six o'clock one bright morning in
the latter part of June. The day was beautiful,
the roads were good and the horses secmed to
enjoy our holiday as much as we did oursclves.
We were soon past the scattered houses of the
settlers on the south side of the river, past the
Indian rescrve with its little log houses and its
garden patches, past an Indian fishing camp
with brown fe-pees, well-filled  fish-drying
stages and groups of dirty naked happy chil-
dren, past asurveyor's camp with its white
tents, past a couple of brigades of Red River
carts on their way to the end of the C. P. R,
track for freight, and we reach the it river
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we have to cross, the treacherous Black Mud.
Fortunately however we find ‘it fordable and
piling up on the seat of the carriage all the
impediments which would be damaged by a
wetting, we reach the other side in safety and
camp for dinner on the high prairie plateau.
The danger to be feared from the rivers to be
erossed between Edmonton and Calgarry is,
that taking their rise in the mountains as most
of them do, they are at high water stage from
the latter part of May till July and that a cou-
ple of hot days with a warm shower or two in
the mountains melts the snow sufficiently to
raise the rivers several feet, and these ice-cold,
swift running streams naturally cause some
anxiety to freighters and travellers. In the
afternoon we crossed the Boggy plain where
the tough sod quaked far and wide under the
tread of the horses, passed by pretty lakes
where mother ducks were teaching their chil-
dren to swim and by broad green prairies
thickly dotted with flowers. The violets and
- strawberry blossoms had nearly vanished be-
fore the advance of summer but pea vines and
vitches, anemonies and ladies’ siippers were in
their glory with multitudes of lesser flowers to
fill the vacant spaces. On our return the next
week we found that the field had been con-
quered by the dog roses and tiger lilies which
proudly waved their colours high over all the
rest. Before sunset that afternoon we reached
the house of the farm instructor at the Peace
hills Indian farm, forty miles from home. We
accepted his kind invitation to remain for the
night and the evening was spent in the discus-
sion of Indian questions with the sympathetic
instructor, but early next morning we were on
the trail again and after another long but
pleasant drive we camped for another night
at the crossing of the Battle River. The next
day after fording the Blind Man and Red
Deer rivers we drove into the little settlement
under a steady downpour of rain. The wel-
come we received was a hearty one—horses
were placed at our disposal so that we might
visit the settlers while our own rested. During
the next two days accordingly we visited the
whole settlement which extends over a length
of about twenty miles up and down the river.
We were successful in finding only about
twenty ‘settlers at home : the others after put-
ting in their crops had gone off to Winnipeg
or Calgarry to procure supplies or to bring
back relatives. It is expected that there will
be a considcrable influx of settlers before the
fall and that it will not be long before the pco-
ple are in a position to ask for a missiouary
of their own. The populatibn is similar in
character to that of most of the pioncer set-
tlements in the west. In all the houses we
visited we found only .:ree that contained wo-
men but monotour . as i: the record of the

population fican . .is psint of view there is
sufficient variety in another aspect. Our Sab-

bath gathering which was the first we held in
the neighbourhood, took place in the house of
Mr. Roderick McKenzie a native of the Red
River settlement. The precentor had been a
school-teacher in Annapolis, Nova Scotia,
there were present an Irish Catholic, a French
half-breed and a couple of Indians and the
rest were so divided up among Americans,
Canadians and old countrymen that there
were scarcely two of the same nationality.
These are heterogenious elements of course
out of which to build a congregation but
Christianity was never intended to be limited
to a single race and neither need Presbyterian-
ism be.

The growth of this place promises to be ra-

id and well it may be : it has fine, high, roll-
ing land with hilltops here and there from
which the Rocky Mountains may be seen
about eighty miles distant ; it has good pastu-
rage, plenty of wood and water, and although
the soil is lighter than that of Edmonton it
seems to be capable of bearing good crops.
On Monday morning we set out on our re-
turn journey—camping the first night at the
house of the Indian teacher at the Bear’s
Hills reserve and the second with a party of
surveyors at the Black Mud whert a short
service was held.

Church matters in Edmonton are going on
smoothly. The immigration of this summer
is beginning to tell somewhat on the size of
the congregation but the most of those who
have come lately have done so for the pur-
pose of farming and the distance they are
obliged to go from town before they can get
homesteads—®6, 8, or 12 miles—makes it im-
possible for them to attend Church in Edmon-
ton regularly. This will speedily bring to the
front the necessity of establishing out-stations
to meet the wants of such people. We expect
this month our first visit from the Superinten-
dent of Missions and in these matters his au-
thority and experience will be invaluable.

Obituary.

ILBERT THOMSON, senior elder in
=A  North Gower congregation, died re-
cently at theage of 8o years. He was a native
of Dumfriesshire, Scotland,and cametoCanada
in 1829. In 1843 he was ordained an elder of
the congregation at Richmond, near Ottawa
He was mainly instrumental in founding the
congregation at North Gower, was its first
representative elder, and continued to be one
of its most active and influential members, as
long as he lived. He was noted for his hos-
pitality. He died deriving peace from the
faith in which he lived.

ALEXANDER MURRAY an elder of the
United Presbyterian Congregation of West
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Branch of River John, Pictou County, N. S,
died there on the gth of July, in the 82nd year
of his age. He was born in Rogart, Suther-
landshire, Scotland, and care with his parents
to Pictou when about one year of age. They
settled at Scotsburn, wherc he remained to
vears of manhood, when he rerioved to West
Branch. He was ordained to the eldership
about thirty years ago, and discharged the
duties of that office with great fidelity till the
ume of his death.

HoN. DR. ELDER. We record with deep
regret the sudden and unexpected death of
Hon. William Elder, D.C.L.., the Provincial
Secretary of New Brunswick, and the Editor
and Proprietor of the St. John Daily Tele-
graph. Dr. Elder was for many years clasely
identified with the Presbyterian Church. He
<ame to New Brunswick from Ireland, as a
minister, and was settled at St. Stephen wherc
he laboured with energy and success for some
ten years. ke was fond of journalism, and
for scveral years edited and published the
Colonial Presbyterian. He removed to St
John and published first the Morning Jowrnal
aud latterly the Darly Telecraph. He was a
w-iter of rare excellence and whatever he un-
dettook he did withall hismight.  He resign-
od his connection with the ministry ; but con-
uaued (o take a warm interest in the welfare
of the Church. He was closely identified
with one of the St. John congregations.  His
death is felt to bea very heavy loss.

Rrv. JamMES CAMERON. We have just
lcarned with sincere regret that Mr. Cameron
of Chatsworth died on the rsth ultimo.  He
was a native of Invernessshire, Scotland, and
w..s a medalist of Edinburgh University., He
was editor of the “Canada Christian Monthly ™
for ~ix vears, and of the “ Presbyterian Year
Book ” for seven years. He was an cxcellent
scholar, a good preacher, aud a diligent pas-
tor. He was onc of our most useful ministers
wnd would have been a credit and an orna-
meat, indeed, to any church.

Ecclesiastical News.

Fad
THE Rev. A. W. WiLLIaMsoXN of North
4 Leith has been clected as Dr. McGre-
gor's colleague in St. Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh,
inroom of the Rev. James Barclay. Only two
vears 2o Mr.' Williamson was a student in
Edinburgh and has already been successfully
<hosen as minister of two of the most impor-
tazt and influential congregations in the
Chureh of Scotland.  The Rev. R. M. Thorn-
tur of Wellpark Free Church, Glasgow, a few
vears azo the minister of a small congrega-

So there will be at ‘east three distinguished
ex-Canadians occupying high places in the
British Metropolis, the other two being Rev.
Dr. Donald Fraser of Mary-le-bone, and Rev.
Dr. J. M. Gibson of St. John’s Wood. Let
no one henceforth say that life in the colonies
militates against a minister’s chances of rising
to the top of his profession. Judging-from
the large number of Canadians who are occu-
pying prominent places in the Old Country,
we should say that the reverse is the case.
Itis said that Dr. Murphy of Dublin is likely
to go to Crouch Hill, London, in which case
the Metropolitan Presbytery will reccive a va-
luable addition to its ministerial staff. The
old Crown Court congregation in connection
with the Church of Scotland, which attained
celebrity under the ministry of the late Dr.
Cumming, but which was a few years ago on
the verge of dissolution, has taken a new
lcase of life and entered upon active work
with renewed activity since the induction of
Rev. Donald McLeod late of Jedburgh.  They
arc building a splendid new church that will
cost upwards of £20,000. Of the 332 minis-
ters who were members of the Free Churdh
Assembly this year only twenty-four were pie-
disruption ministers,  The oldest of these was
Dr. George MacKay of Inverness, in his 87th
vear. Dr. Beith is said to be the father ol
the Church, according to ordination, althovygh
Mr. Waters of Burghead is the oldest minis-
ter in years, he being now in his ninety-first
vear. Itis expected that emcritus-Professor
Blackie will be nominated for Lord Rector of
Edinburgh University. Dr. Joseph Fisher,
the oldest acting minister of the Presbyterian
Church in England—pastor of St. George’s
Church, Southwark, died recently in the 75th
year of his age. He was a ripe scholar and
distinguished for his missionary and evange-
listic labours. The United Presbyterian
Church of Scotland has an institute for train-
ing lay evangelists who are to dcvote them-
selves to evangelistic labours. The Church of
England favours the idea of fitting business
men of cducation to exercise their gifts in
preaching. Sormc even go sofaras tosay that
the masses arc to be rcached by an agency
like that of the Wesleyan local preachers.
The Bishop of Durham recently licensed
thirty lay readers.  General Dooth says that
the Salvation Army is stiil marching on, and
in twenty years, if the rate of progress of the
last six years is continued, there will be 1,250,-
ooo officers and 230,000,000 soldiers. The
ery for dis-cstablishient, hitherto confined to
Scotland, is beginning to be heard south of
the border, and wiscacres are predicting that
the establishiments in Scotland and in Eng-
landd are likely to stand or fall together. In

ton 1 Montreal, has accepted a call to the | the meantime public opinion is diverted into
C:mden Road congregation, London, England. | the chanunel of discussion upon the merits of
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the Bill to legalize marriage with a deceased
wife’s sister. The Free Church Assembly
petitional against it and some of the Presby-
teries have since done the same. All the
American Churches have now appointed their
delegates to the Belfast meeting of the Pres-
byterian Alliance which is appointed to meet
on the 24th of June 1884. The convener of
the committee of arrangements is Rev. Dr.
Knox of Belfast, who, we are sorry to learn, is
at present in a very precarious state of health.

MARTIN LUTHER was born at Eisleben, in
Saxony on the 1oth of November 1485 and
was named in memory of his birthday which
was the eve of St. Martin. Four hundred
years will have passed next November since
the birth of the great Reformer, and all Pro-
testant nations are already preparing to cele-
brate in a fitting manner the quarcentary.
Booksellers may expect a “boom ” in the sale
of D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation,
and the occasion will not be mis-improved if
a large and cheap edition of this remarkable
book be again put into circulation. There
would be fewer © weak-knced Protestants” if
people generally were more familiar with the
history of Protestantism.

The Presbyterian Church of New South
Wales has within the last eighteen months
obtained ninetecn ministers from Britain.
Still they want more. It hasissued a circular
in which it is stated,—* Such is the growth of
our colony and such the demand for minister-
ial labourers, that our wants seem greater
than ever. No less than thirteen places have
been specified within the bounds of the Pres-
bytery of Sydney which might form the cen-
tres of new charges. Fifty men would be
none too many to fully meet our wants.” They
offer £100 for outfit, guarantee all travelling
expenses to places of appointment, and $20
per weck for a period of at least two years or
until a settlement has been obtained within
that time.

METHODIST UNION.—The Union of the
four Methodist Churches in Canada, namely,
the Methodist Church of Canada, the Primi-
tive Mcthodist Church, the Methodist Episco-
pal Church and the Bible Christian Church
appears to bc on the eve of consummation.
The first of these is the largest and is chiefly
of Wesleyan origin being composed by the
Union in 1874, of the W. M. Church and the
Methodist New Connexion Church in Canada.
The Basis of Union was submitted last win-
ter to the laity in the Official Quarterly
Boards of the Methodist Church of Canada
and was approved by an overwhclming ma-
jority. It was next submitted to the mimistry
in their recent Annual Conferences and was
accepted in five out of the six confercnces,
viz. Toronto, Montreal; New Brunswick, No-
va Scotia and Newfoundland, and rejected in

the largest, viz. the London Conference. It
has been accepted in the three smaller
churches. It now remains for the Basis to be
finally submitted for ratification to the Gen-
ral Conference of the Methodist Church of
Canada which was summoned to meet in Belle-
ville on the 3oth ult. It seems probable that
the required ratification by a three-fourths
majority will be given, although we are told
that a majority of the clerical delegates have
already proncunced against it, while a major-
ity of the lay delegates have pronounced for
it. If union is then ratified it takes effect
immediately and the first united General Con-
ference will proceed to business on Sept. 5th,
and will represent the largest Protestant
Church in the Dominion, with 1700 ministers,
and three Universities besides Colleges in St.
John’s, Newfoundland and Stanstead, Quebec,
the Wesleyan Theological in Montreal, the
threce Ladies’ Colleges in Ontario, and a
Methodist population—of 742,981.

Our esteemed Edinburgh correspondent
writes as follows :
July 25th, 1883.
How the summer is flying ! and as yet we
seem scarcely to have tasted it. The spring
was somewhat late and cold. The months of
May and June were so rainless that all green
herbs were fairly parched and blighted. Then
came the rain with the beginning of July, since
which time, no one complains of dry weather;
onc facetious brother declaring rather solemn-
ly that in his part of the country, they must
reverse the Darwinian theory and cultivate
Jins 5 to swim with. Too much rain : but we
arc never satisfied. To-day we had such a
hail storm, that some fears are entertained,
lest the wheat and grain crops with the pota-
to “ tops” should be prostrated much to their
detriment. Butletus cheerup. The weather
may mend in time yet by the good blessing of
God upon the land. These last few days have
been prolific in topics of passing, and in one or
two instances of events of more enduring in-
terest. First came the irrepressible Egyptian,
with the startling and distressing reports of a
terrible invasion of cholera, cutting off morc
than did the British Army. The barricrs to
such an invasion, seem very slight indeed ;
and their overthrow as easy as was the rout of
ArabPs host. Then came the Suez Canal
question, with M. De Lesseps on its back and
a grand display he and his project did make.
For the present, however, the first proposal
has been checkmated and negotiations sus-
pended. How the affair will end, you will
likely know, before this reaches you, but the
chief commercial interests in the country and
many of the Government organs are much
dissatisfied with the terms, anc the gigantic
monopoly of the right of way across the isth-
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mus, for the short term of 100 years, stands in
danger of being rather rudely broken into, and
dispersed. Oh those monopolies! But no
politics. At home, come the trial and sen-
tence of four month’s imprisonment passed
upon the fishermen of Strome Ferry who had
been brought up on the charge of —*“ mobbing
and rioting.” There is a universal sentiment
that the sentence, taking everything into con-
sideration, is severe, and an effort is being
made to induce the Home Secretary to grant
a substantial mitigation. The poor fellows
took an improper way of remedying the griev-
ance of having the Sabbath broken in upon by
the unloading of steamers, and the running of
trains with their fish transport on the Sabbath.
There was a grievance. The remedy was ill-
chosen, but the sentence is the worst feature
of all
In Edinburgh, we have had little besides
School Examinations, or rehearsals rather, for
the past ten days. [ was present at the clos-
ing exercises of the High School, with its role
of celebrated names, as Brougbam, Jeffrey
and Cockburn, and with its originlost in anti-
quity. The display was very fine, and the
recitation of a Latin ode prepared by one of
the senior scholars, wasarevival of a custom,
more common in the olden times that it has
heen of late. The scholars, of the Roval Asy-
lum for the blind showed to great advantage
on their day of rchearsals. In music, and
mental arithmetic, in Geography and in reci-
tation, their performances were admirable,
while an essay by a boy both deaf and blind,
(rcad by one of the other lads) was a marvel
inits way. At both of these cxhibitions, the
Lord Provost, and Magistrates, accompanied
by the Prince of Gondal, a young man of
nineteen summers, were present.. This wecek,
the Merchiston school, including many Cana-
dlan pupils, had its closing exercises, and
maintained its old renown, the Canadlans tak-
g scveral FIRSIS. So far as numbers go.
The Merchants' Company’s schools outstrip
all others, George Watson’s with its 1400 boys
and presided over by Dr. Ogilvie, was a sight
not woon to be forgotten. The Ladies’ Col-
lege with 1600 pupils gave an evening enter-
tainment, and Daniel Stewart’s for the first
tme came within the city bounds and delight-
cd its patrons in the Masonic Hall. The
woik done in these schools is of a very high
mder. To-day Edina scems empty.  Such
wreams of pupils and parents and guardians
s have been rushing for some days, and are
uil rushing to the sca-side you cannotimagine.
fo-day is the heginning of the “Trades’ Ho-
lilays? A thing unknown in Canada, when
all the mechanics stop work and, with their
wiies and children, and acquaintances crowd
the railway trains, and the nearest steamboats
1nawild rush for frcedom, and a day’s fun.
This afternoon a public dinner and I under-

stand, a purse of money are to be bestowed
upon the Rev. James Barclay, late of St.
Cuthbert’s, and now minister elect of St.
Paul’s, Montreal. Mr. Barclay is known as
one of the hardest workers in Edinburgh, as
well as an able preacher, and will be much
missed both as a Parish minister and a public-
spirited citizen. What is our loss in this case
however is your gain, and he will prove no un-
worthy successor to such men as Drs. Snod-
grass and Jenkins. Holding, as Mr. Barclay
does, one of the first charges in the Church of
Scotland, may we not hope that he will be re-
ceived as another excellent proof and token of
the good will of the Church to her Canadian
ally and her child. Yesterday’s telegram told
us of the death of Captain Webb, in his wild
attempt to do the impossible : and to-day we
have rumours of Cetewayo’s imprisonment,
and perhaps, his death. 1Ineach case, it was
a rash adventure and cnded sadly. Mrs. Fra-
ser Campbell is with her friends 1n Edinburgh
recruiting her health and doing good work for
the Church, by giving us most interesting in-
formation as to the missions in India. One
evening we had a * Zenana ” party, 7. e. a par-
ty of workers for the zenana mission, when
Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. Thompson, stirred
the missionary enthusiasm of our people very
much by their most interesting relation of mis-
sion life and incident in India.—D.

IRELAND.—The excitement respecting
changes in education contemplated or sup-
posed to be contemplated by the Government
does not abate, rather indecd it increases, as
it is feared that the changes are wider in
application than at first was apprchended. It
has been mentioned alrcady in the RECORD
that some time ago there were signs of the
Government granting to the Roman Catholics
a separate Normal or Training School, and
that very vigorous opposition was made on
the part of the Presbyterians.  Now it is on
the cards that the Queen’s Colleges are in
danger. When the Queen’s University was
broken up and the Royal Uuiversity on a dif-
ferent basis was set up. there was a virtual
pledge given that the colleges would be left as
they are. Grave fears are cntertained now
that the integrity of the college system is
about to be impaired. If the Government
persist in the policy the sympathies of the
northern part of the island will be sure to be
alienated. The Queen’s Colleges have ren-
dered great services to the country, and it was
a sad calamity if any serious change be made.
A demand is likely to be made on the part of
the Protestants for a separate university for
Ulster to be continued on the basis of the late
Queen’s University, and the College at Belfast
to be the centre of the academic system. We
regret to notice that the Rev. Dr. Knox has
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had a relapse, and serious apprehensions asto
the result are entertained. We are glad to
see that the trip to the Cape of Good Hope
has done so much to restore Rev. Dr.d]ohnston
to his wonted strength and unbounded activity.
Dr. A. C. Murphy of Dublin, who has been
called to London in connexion with the English
Presbyterian Church, is the eldest son of Pro-
fessor Murphy, the commentator. The younger
doctor is a very scholarly and cultured man,
and a man of rising influence.—H.

Beport on State of Religion.

(Continued.)

THER reports, like that of Hamilton and
London, note the earnest efforts of most
Sessions to turn this ebbing tide, and express a
strong desire for a great and general effort,
aided by all the weight of the Assembly’s in-
fluence, the Church’s authority and the un-
failing help of a faithful God.

We have given this large space to this sub-
ject under a profound conviction of its mo-
mentous nature. Besides the Christian Sab-
bath, theinstitution of the Christian home is
the one priccless relic of primeval paradise,
divised by infinite wisdom and love for the
good of man, which we still possess. Rich in
its provision for the happiness and welfare of
the individual, from the time of tender infancy
to decrepid old age, incomparable in its po-
tencies for good to the race at large, alike in
its national, social and religious interests, let
us see that, God helping us, we do not fail or
falter in doing our part in preserving its uni-
que and holy power for our Church and our
country. Its loss were irreparable. Its de-
cay is alarming. Many parents, the reports
tell us, excuse themselves on the plea of Sab-
bath Schools and Bible classes, to which their
young people are sent. This excuse suggests
two things. (1) We must more distinctly and
emphatically than ever expose its fallacy and
wickedness. The Sabbath School can never
do the work of the home. No substitute can
furnish the parents influence. (2) We shall
with no less emphasis negative the idea, hint-
ed in some of the reports, that this evil is to
be remedied by bidding the Sabbath School
take a lower place. No, we shall not take a
hair from the head of this young Sampson, the
modern Sabbath School, but hope and prav
that, after a century of noble ~ervice. tie prine
of his power is yet to come  As a separate re-
port on this subject is to b~ esented to the
Assembly, we shall not dv. :nore than add that
we learn with pleasure that, in almost every
part of the Church, these means of Grace for

the young are maintained withvigour by bands

of teachers, for the most part devotedand pains-
taking,among whom are tobe found manyof our
elders and of the parents of the children, whilst
many more of the latter in their homes co-oper-
ate zealously with the efforts of the schools.
Still it is evident from what has already been
said of the state of things in so many households
that, as some of the reports remark, the effi-
ciency of the school and the extent of its good
results would be greatly increased by a more
general and practical sympathy between the
school and the home, the teacher and the
parent. In addition to these ordinary means
of reaching and benefitting the young spirit-
ually, several reports mention, Band of Hope,
communicants’ classes, evangelistic services
specially suited to the youth, recothmended in
one case by satisfactory results tested by the
experience of years. The great need of in-
creased, direct and earnest efforts to reach and
influence the young for Christ is made ap-
parent by the replies to the question, “What
proportion of your youth between fourteen and
twenty are upon the communicantsrolt 7’ The
reports indicate considerable diversity in this
respect, the proportion in a few cases reaching
three-fourths, while in many cases it is “few,”
“very few,” often “‘none”” From one whole
Presbytery none are reported. Well may one
reportremark, “Itappearsthat Sunday Schools,
Bible Classes and family training are not yield-
ing the fruits in conversion, which might be ex-
pected. Much precious seed is sown, but the
harvest has not yet come. Let this awaken
anxiety. Let the parable of the sower teach
us itis not enough to sow. Sowing is nothing
without the increase. Letus labour for con-
versions.” As to prevalent hindrances to our
work, we have the usual dark catalogue enu-
merated, of which Sabbath desecration and
intemperance form subjects of separate report,
and we need only remark that thereis a gener-
ally concurrent opinion that the latter is di-
minishing while the formerisincreasing. For-
malism, inconsistency, indifference, dancing
parties, theatre going, and frivolity, abound.
Mormonism is mentioned by one report, the
tobacco habit among professed Christians by
more than one. Covert infidelity is com-
mon, avowed agnosticism is not unknown.
Sensuality and licentiousness are recognized,
though loving the darkaess because of their
own evil deeds. Worldliness, bolder, and
unblushing, stalks in the land and intrudes
in the Church, often without any cloak to hide
its eagerness for money or for pleasure, or its
pitiable subjection to the spirit and the fashion
of the worldl. Mention is also made of “irre-
ligious literature circulating in the homes of
our people, which cast ridicule on sacred things
and teaches the miscrable lie that men can live
virtuous and happy lives without God and with-
out obedience to His moral law.”
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The great corrective to these evils is the
truth of Christ faithfully presented in the pul-
pit and in the pastoral visits of our ministers
and elders, circulated in tracts and other
religious publications broadcast through the
community,and,thoughlastnotleast,illustrated
and enforced by the unanswerable argument
of consistent Christ-like life among ordinary
members as well as office-bearers of the
Church. More of thiy is what we especially
nced. For this let us lift up Christ, and, with
much searching of heart, invite the Spirit’s
power. Of revival within the Church, and
conquests among the careless without, the
reports do not mention anything very promi-
nent or extended this year. Much blessing has
been quietly enjoyed by a large number of our
congregations. Faithful pastors have con-
tinued to sow the seed diligently and to water
it, often with tears, and God has not failed to
givethe increase. There is amongst us much
of the spirit and experience expressed by one
session as follows: “If increased attendance
upon the means of Grace, and a large accession
to the membership of the Church are evidences
of a revival, then we have had it. But if any-
thing of a sensational or exciting character is
sought, then we had none” The seniiment is
sofar healthy and commendable. Butif meant
to exalt quictude as cverything, and pass
unqualified reflection on all excitement in
religious life and work it would be erroneous
and unwise. Equallysound arc the sentiments
of two Presbyterial reports, which say @ “Let
our ministers, clders and members generally
seek to be revived themselves. Let all look
for greater results from the ordinary means of
arace, and let God’s people realize that the
normal state of the Church of Christ should be
astate of revival.” “Let the ordinary means
be used, as often as possible, with extraordinary
diigence and urgency and there will be more of
revival”  This remark is borne out by the
checring testimony given us of seasons of
awakening and spiritual power being vouch-
safed in a goodly number of congregations and
communities. In the Presbyteries of Glen-
zarry, Brockville, Halifax, Prince Edward
Island, Whitby, Toronto and others, special
cvangelistic services have been held with more
or less marked results. It must be a cause of
gladness to all who love the Gospel and
Kingdom of our Lord to see the soldiers of
Christ, in response to a sound of a going in
the tops of the trecs, arise and gird themselves
for bautle, while the associates of the closet
besiege the throne of grace with even more
than wonted intensity, to hear the shoutings of
victory. These things give joy in the church
below, as they do in prescnce of the angels
above. Let us remember for our instruction
that it was, “So soon as Zion travailed, she
brought forth children” “Prove me now
berewith saith the Lord, &c.” While recog-

nizing with much satisfacticn and gratitude to
God, the large measure of life and zeal and
progress prevailing throughout the church, we
may in closing give place to the words of one
of the reports : —*“Of revival few, indeed scarce
any, noteworthy evidences are mentioned
among us ; and what is also to be regretted,
few expressions of any great concern for its
absence now, or desirc and hope for the future.
The Assembly’s question on this point sugyests
a responsibility on our part, which we would
do well as office-bearcrs in the Churchof Christ
solemnly to ponder. Do we appreciate the
importance of revival as one of the most pre-
cious of covenant promises to the Church of
the latter day? What are we doing, or what
are we leaving undone that we ought to du, to
gain the blessing? Or what are we doing, it
may be of equal importance to ask, to hinder
its advent among us ? Let us earnestly scck
from God greater faithfulness to the trust
committed to us, greater wisdom in planning,
and zealin cxecuting whatever He may prompt
us to undertake for the furtherance of his
cause.”

In conclusion, your Committee would state
their belief that the interest taken in the sub-
ject of the condition and the advancement of
religious life and work among us is on the
increase. The recommendations of the As-
sembly on the subject are receiving much
attention, with good results. In many cases
the subject is brought before the people from
the pulpit by reading the questions issued by
the Assembly and the reports prepared by the
session, or the Presbytery. in somce cases
these are printed for circulation.  Altogether
theyear’s report contains, with much to deplore,
a great deal to cause us to “thank God and
take courage.” *‘He hathnot been unmindful
of us, and He will bless us yet more and
more.” With the hope of furthering this we
submit the following

RECOMMENDATIONS :—1. That a pastoral
letter on the subject of Family Religion and of
the Congregational Prayer Meetings be issued
by the Moderator of this Assembly, to be read
by all Ministers and Missionaries to their
congregations upon the first Sabbath of
October, or such time as may be dcemed most
suitable.

I1. That the same day be observed as a day
of humiliation before God, confession of past
short comings and urited prayer for the re-
vival of his work among us, and to this cnd,
for an abundant baptism of the Holy Ghost
upon Ministers and people alike.

111, That ministers and elders be enjoined
to deal faithfully and kindly with hcads of
families neglecting the important dutics of
family religion.

IV. That instruction be given to the Com-
mittee on the State of Religion (to be hereafter

appointed) to take into consideration and
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report to next Assembly to what extent the
system of deputations, so largely employed by
the Presbyterian Churches of Great Britain, in
connection with this department, might be
beneficially introduced into this Church.

V. That in the meantime I'resbyteries be
enjoined, by deputation or otherwise, to do
what they can, to awaken the zeal and to pro-
mote the life and vigourof congregations within
their bounds.

VI. That every encouragement be given to
ministers and elders to assist each other in
special services on all opporiunc occasions,
so as to promote a healthy and lively spiritual
interest in all the congregations of the Church,
and if possible, to male inroads upon the
careless and ungodly around ; and that in
these services special attention be given to the
large proportion of our youth still outwardly
undecided for Christ and [1is Church.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

WALTER M. ROGERS,
Acting Convener.

Our Soreign Wissions.

MEETING OF THlE COMMITTEE,
(Eastern Section),

.
QFHE Committee mect at New Glasgow on
&) the 1st of August. Present: Rev. A.
McLean, A. M., Chairman; Rev. Messrs.
Blair, Sinclair, McCurdy, Donald, Scott, Dr.
Burns, John Miller and D. C. Fraser, and
the Sccretary; and by invitaton Dr. Pat-
terson, Rev. W. Stewart and Dr. Bruce.
Three missionaries were present, Rev. John
Morton from Tunapuna, Trinidad, and Rev.
A. Robertson fromy Eromanga, New Hebrides,
on furlough; and Rev. T. M. Christie, retired,
from Couva, Trinidad. The Committee re-
corded gratification at the presence of these
brethren, gratitude to God for their safe return
and improvement in health, and hope that
they might be fully restored and their visits
prove beneficial to the churches. Dr. Burns
by request of the Chairman offered up thanks-
giving and prayer. Some financial arrange-
ments of the Mission Council of Trinidad, in
connection with the removal of M.. Christie
were then considered, and sanctioned. The
committee approved of the building of a
Church at Princestown, and authorized Mr.
Morton to lay the facts, shewing the desira-
bleness of such a step. before our people, with
an estimate of the expense, and to solicit
special donations for that, and for the removal
entirely of the debt on the Tunapuna Mission
Building. In making such an appeal, the
committee anticipates & cordial response to

Church he may visit. The committee sympa-
thized with Rev, K. J. Grant, in the inconve-
nience now experienced by himself and family
from a decaying dwelling house, but in the ab-
sence of an estimate, and definite recommen-
dation from the Mission Coungil, declined any
immediate steps. ’

MR. HENDRIE AND TUNAPUNA.-The corres.
pondence of the Secretary having shewn that
a successor to Rev. Mr. Hendrie at San Fer-
nando had been appointed by the Foreign
Mission committee of the United Presbyterian
Church of Scotland, it was agreed with con-
currence of the Mission Council, to invite him,
for the present, to occupy Mr. Morton’s field
until Mr. M’s return ; and to endorse cordially
the recommendation of the Presbytery of Tri-
nidad to the Missionary Board of the U. P.
Church, that that body should appoint a mis-
sionary to St. Joseph, a station contiguous to
Tunapuna, which might be opencd with great
advantage, by Mr. Hendrie, if appointed.

SUCCESSOR 1O MK. CHRISTIE.—It was
then agreed to advertize immediately for a
missionary to Couva, the missionary to be of
a vigorous constitution, and not much, if at
all, over thirty years of age—an ordained min-
ister or a licentiate of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada. A committee consisting
of Mr. McCurdy, Dr. Patterson, Mr. Mortun,
Mr. John Miller, and the Secretary was ap-
pointed to bring the claims of the vacant mis-
sion ficld to the notice of any suitable young
man, at their discretion.

MisstoN ‘10 DEMERARA.—The whole cor-
respondence on this subject was read, and the
action of the General Assembly stated, whea
it was agrced to record the satisfaction of the
committec at the prospect of the extension of
the work: and to let the matter lie on the ta-
ble till farther intelligence from Demcian
shall be received.

GOSPELS IN EROMANGAN.—Mr. Rob 1ison
submitted to the committee his arrangements
for publishing, in Toronto, the four Gosp-lsin
Eromangan, in one volume. An issue of ~o
copies was advised, and in consequence of *he
time which the correcting of the Press will
unavoidably demand, Mr. Robertson’s furlough
was extended, so that his absence from his sta-
tion will be nearly twe years.

VISITING OF CHURCHES.—Mr. Robertson
stated that he had inade personal engagements
chiefly in the Mariime Provinces which
would occupy all his spare time for a fes
months. The committee expressed satisii-
tion and declined at present making any &
pointments for Mr. Morton, or adding to th
work, which Mr. Robertson had laid ot
They left the brethren to decide for them
selves with directions that cungregations re
ceiving visits would be expected to respond

our missionary, from whatever part of the

with special collections.
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MEETING OF THREE MISSIONARIES.—In
connection with the meeting of the Foreign
Mission Committee (East) at New Glasgow,
a Missionary Meceting was held in the even-
ing in James’ Churct.. Dr. McGregor presided
over a full house, which was addressed by
Rev. Messrs. Morton, Robertson and Christie;;
Mr. Robertson at length, he being in good
health, Messrs. Morton and Christic in shorter
but cqually interesting addresses. Dr. Burns
delivered a closing address and by this time,
what with good speeches and with excellent
singing by choir and by the whole people,
the meeting became somewhat enthusiastic as
in the good old times when Dr. Geddie
returned to tell his story of sowing and gather-
ing. ‘The two M urrays prayed, Mr. Murray
of the Kirk of Scotland in opening, and Dr.
Isaac Murray in closing, thanking God for the
facts narrated, for the men spared to tcll of
the work of the Gospel abroad, for convales-
cence on the part of the sick and prayer for
entire recovery and for the Divine Spirit to
rest on missionarics and people.  Collection
$59.09. P. G. McGREGOR, Sev'y.

Oxiord College, Formosy

BY REV. G. L. MACKAY, D.D.

TaMsu1, FORMOsA, March 25th, 1883,

XFORD COLLEGE stands on a beau-

" tiful sitc about 200 fect above the sea.
The mouth of the Tamsui River (which is an
excellent harbour) and the Quanyin Mountain
stand in front—the Formosa channel sweeps
along the West—and at times dashes its
crested billows against the rugged shore.—The
building is seventy-six feet fiom east to west
and one hundred and sixteen feet from north
to south, It is built of small red bricks and
after being finished the entire outside was
oiled and painted red as a protection against
the continual rain storms here.  On the top is
a belfry, at present we have a good bell hung
below,

There is accommodation for fifty students
and 77va teackers with their families. There
is @ museum, library, bath-room, kitchen, and
there are two lecture-rooms.  Every room is
welllighted, well ventilated and well furnished.
There is an open court and the entire length
of the verandah around is two hundred and
fiftv feet.  Students can thus have exercisc
when the sun is pouring down his burning
rays or the clouds sending torrents of rain on
the sround.  Recently I tried to improve the
yrounds.  There is a splendid road from the
cullegze to the main pathway threc hundred
and forty-five feet long—and one on each side
two hundred and forty-cight feet in length.
Onboth sides of these paths 1 planted éanyan

and evergreen willows about ten feet apart.
I also planted similar trees all around the
college grounds. Fully four hundred such
trees have been put out. In a year the whole
surroundings will be charming. The God of
heaven and earth established order and beaunty
throughout the boundless creation. He does
not take delight in confusion and filth. The
college was opened on the eve of July 26th
1882. I spent day after day on the ground
under a glaring sun.  Counting bricks, weigh-
ing lime, drawing plans, &c., &c., &c. I don't
like such work; but anything for the cause of
Jesus. I know how many bricks ware used
and I know also even some poor people and
some little children paid for several bricks at
least. At the opening, A. Trater, Esq,
H.B.M., Consul was in the chair. I wish the
whole Church to know that their thanks aie
due to him for all the assistance he rendered
this mission during many years of faithful
service.  The entire Church should also re-
member H. E. Hobson, Esq., Com. Customs
who was present at the opening.  He visited
savage territory with me and showed great
kindness to our Mission. How remarkabls
that these Zzv0 old friends should be present
at the time. During our visit to the west,
both were absent and now only the Consul is
herc. Long may he remain here with his
worthy partner. Captain Abbottan old friend
too was present, and indced the whole com-
munity, besides two Mandarins. One of them
gave a handsome present of paner, &c., &c, to
the students since. Think of it : he promises
more! We have twenty students in the col-’
lege. Gilne Chheng Hia my first convert,
Lién Hé another of the first band as teachers.
Also 7dn H¢ who comes from his chapel to
lecturc. Then Mrs. Mackay teaches and,
when not travelling, I speak from four to five
hours a day. Everythingis prosperity. We
cxpect to open two new chapels this summer.
We have twenty-two Preachers. God, our
God, be praised.

Accept our wunited thanks every onc who
gave or would willingly give for this college.
Accept our ianks : not cold, formal thanks:
but Zeartfelt, grateful thanbs, old Oxford,
my native Oxford, for this truly spleadid edi-
fice which will spread the name of Jesus to
generations yet unborn. Unfurl the blood-
stained banner high over it and may the gos-
pel as sounded by Paul, thundered by Knox,
and proclaimed by Martyrs and Confes<ors be
the only gospel taught within its Halls until
wemeet Him in the skies and beloved For-
mosa rend the air with shouts *“ Crown Him
crown Him Lord of all!”

“Ride on, O Lord, victorious ;
Immanuel, Prince of Peace,
Thy triumph shall be glorious ;
Thy empire still increase.”
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people can’t do all; they are willing to do
) éuzmﬂﬁﬂ. more than I dared expect.
7o the Lditor of the Record. Give us specially for this work $2500 (two

DEAR SIR.—The accompanying communi-
cation from Dr. Mackay is of thrilling inter-
est. It leads us to think of what the prophet
says about the worshippers of images “cast-
ing their idols to the moles and to the bats,”
and about the “isles waiting for God’s law.”
May we as a church have grace to avail our-
selves of the upportunities which God gives
us—faith and courage to enter in at the open
doors which He sets before us.

Yours truly,
THOMAS WARDROPE,

Convener of Foreign Mission Commiltce.
LETTER FROM REV. DR. G. L. MACKAY.
To the Presbyterian Church in Canada, from Halifax to

Mamitoba

Tamsul, June sth, 1883.

There are seasons in the Church when spe-
cial needs demand special aids. 1 regard this
year (1883) an era in the history of the North
Formosa Mission. After years of toil on the
E.ast Coast, the Lord has at length opened a
large, wide door for His own blessed Gospel.
I sent a telegram some time ago to say that
1000 were asking christian instruction. I state
below the mark now when I declare that up-
wards of 2o00(two thousand) have thrown idols
away and wish to follow the Lord of Hosts. 1
am just back from hat region. We opened a
splendid new chapel in a village. One of the
students from Oxford College married a giriof
the village. 1 performed the ceremony out-
side. Six hundred Aborigines were present
(I counted them one by one), and about 400
Chincse.  What ascene! What an outburst
of song at the close, when they rendered, “How
sweet the name of Jesus sounds,” &c. to one o
their own wild mountain airs.

In a village with upwards of 200, every soul
wants to be a Christian, every house cleaned
of idols. Another village with nearly 300, not
very far away came out as a body, men, women
and children, and already sing oursweet hymuns
long in the night; so too with other villages.
The most of the pcople have to work hard for
aliving. 1 sent 9 (nine) of the old Preachers
to laboramongst them. The pcople atone vil-
lage will give 150 days labor, at another 100,
&c. &c., to help in puttiny up chapels, which
will be thatched with grass, except one, which
must have tiles, because near the savages.
They sct fire to the gras< roof, then kill all who
attempt to escape.  Myscif, students and vil-
lagers, were nearly massacred when 1 spent
the night there.  Three new chapels will soon
be finished. T used the $500 from Ottawa (7. e.
from the departed Christian there) for that pur-
pose. The houses of the villagers are small;
without chapels the work can’t goon. The

thousand five hundred) or so,and I can erect
10(ten) churches ; thentherewill be 1o preach-
ers and 2000 hearers. '

There is nearly twice as much rain on the
cast side as here.  The heavy rains will come
on before we are aware. If youlay any stress
on my judgment, send the above amount with-
out delay. For God’s sake don’t refuse and
don’t delay. Let us charge whilst the door is
open. I consider this so important that if the
money will be given, you should let me know
by telegram, so that we may rush through as
fast as possible before therainscomeon. Pray,
O pray for this work, that Jehovah Jesus may
be glorified and souls saved.—G. L. M.

Sield Notes,

YREV. J. W. McCLEOD of Princes-
SN town, Trinidad, writes :—The wet sea-
son has fairly set in, bringing in its change of
weather no little illness on every hand. How-
cver, we are well.  Mrs, McLeod went up to
Tunapuna last Thursday to stop with Miss
Scmple for a while. Annagee is now up there.
We dispensed communion a week ago here
and had an interesting service. Some who
have been thinking of professing Christianity
witnessed it and two have since asked for
baptism. Those two grants from the Juvenile
Mission Scheme enable me to keep on
Brother’s School and to start a regular school
at Cedar Hill. In the encloscd letter to Miss
Machar, which I ask you to please address
and forward, I explained to her that since
Miss Blackadder had written her, the F. M. B.
provided for one of the threc schools, viz,
Palmyra, and that the other two being thus
provided for, Mrs. Morton’s field had greater
need in this respect. The schools were (1)
Palmyra. (since provided for by the F. M. B.);
(2) Brother’s, (3) Cedar Hill. These, as you
sce, are as the other schools here under my
charge, although Miss Blackadder was the
means of obtaining support for them. Hada
letter from Mr. Christic in Jamaica. leis
pretty well.  Miss Semple is getting on well.
Miss Blackadder was unwell for a short tuue
but is now better. [ recently made a tour of
our people, spending a night in the jungle
with Dr. Cleaver who lives by himsclf i the
midst of a neglected cocoa plantation. |
baptized two persons ncxt morning in the
church there, as they were not able to come
to Princestown, and had been for a consider-
able time on probation. I met a man in the
woods whe had been baptized by another
denomination but who knew nothing what-
ever of Christianity, and who was makiog
disciples of his own !
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press description of Oxford College, Tamsui,
by Rev. Dr. G. L. Mackay, on page 245. we
are indebted in the first place to Rev. W. A
Mackay of Chalmer’s Church, Woodstock, to
whom the original drawing and M.S. were
sent from China ; in the second place, to the
Committee on Foreign Missions (IVestern
Section), of which Rev. Dr. Wardrope, of
Guelph, is now Convener, for defraying the
cost of the engraving. This we would not
have allowed the Committee to do, had we
not expended all our spare funds, and a little
more, in publishing and oputting into circula-
tion very nearly 36,000 missionary maps of the
World expressly for the use of our readers.
The Committee will doubtless find that they
have made a good investment; and we are
happy to learn that our gift has been appre-
ciated in many quarters. \We recommend all
our readers, old and young, when reading
missionary intelligence to refer to the mission-
ary map, and if they do not always find the
place they look for, let them enquire elsewhere
and locace it for themselves on their own map.
We shail be happy to supply additional copies
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Ziterature,

—

MMEMORIALS OF A COLONIAL MINIS-
x> TRY.—A volume of twenty sermons by
the late Rev. Robert Russell of the Presbyter-
1an Church, Evandale, Tasmania ; edited, with
biographical notice, by Rev. R. S. Duff, M.A.,
minister of Free St. George’s, Glasgow. In a
few prefatory pages, Mr. Duff has given a
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pleasing glimpse of the life and work of a
scottish worthy who has left his mark on the
distant colony of Tasmania. The sermons
bear ample evidence that Mr. Russcll was no
ordinary man. They are full of practical
instruction, couched in the choicest language,
at the same time that they are simple, vigor-
ous, and intensely interesting. They abound
in apt iHustration, but itis never carried too far.
They are orthodox without being i:arrow, hear-
ing marks of careful study ; they are written
in an ea~y, flowing style that carries the read-r
captive.  We call them model sermons.

Tk ROYAL READERS.—A new scries of
Canadian school-books published by the wed-
known firm of James Campbell & Son,
Toronto, consisting of six volumes of choice
literature «ited to the capacities of students
of all azes. The style is so far ahead of any
thing we have secen in the shape of a school-
book, we are inclined to sav that the pubiish-
ers have at length discovered 4 royal road to
learning.”  Such beautiful illustrations anu
enticing reading must make them very popu
lar. Besides, they are distinctly Canadian --
many of the sclections being from Canadian
writers, and the tone throughout is patriotic.

ScorTisH CHARACTERISTICS, by Puxton
Hood, and WINTER IN INDIA, by Rt. Hon.
W. E. Baxter, M.P,, are published by Funk &
Wagnalls in their Standard Library series.
Mr. Hood is the first Englishman we have
heard of for some time who has undertaken
the task of pourtraying Scottish Life and
character, and he has done it remarkably
we.l The other is a very interesting and
instructive volume. Price 25 cents and 15
cents respectively. William Briggs, Toronto,
is agent for these cheap publications.

A DICTIONARY of the ANEITYUMESE Lan-
cuage, with outlines of Aneityumese Gramnmar,
by Rev. John Inglis, D.D.—thirty-three years
a missionary in New Zealand and the New
Hebrides.  Williams & Norgate, London.
The primary object of this volume is for the
benefit of the mission. It is not without addi-
tional value, however, as a contribution to
philology. The introductory remarks respect-
ing the languages of Polynesia are exceedingly
interesting.

EuDokia : The Angel's Sung. A vindica-
tion of the New Testament as atfected by the
work of the Bible Revision Company, 1870,
by Theophilus, A.M., London ; Elliott Stock,
pp. 126. This is a review of the Revised ver-
sion, and the conclusion artived at by the
writer is that “the eleven years’ work of the
New Testament Revision Company is no. a
success but a failure in every respect.”  Thc
assertion is too sweeping, and the line of
argument necessarily based upon it greatly
detracts from the merits of this scholarly
production.
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FRANK LESLIE'S SUNDAY MAGAZINE, New
York ; £7.00 per anzum, for variety of matter,
beautiful illustrations, and useful information,
has no superior. It is edited by Rev. Dr.
Talmage and cvery number bears traces of
his genius.

SERMONS and ADDRESSI delivered at the
Jubilee of Erskine Church, Montreal, com-
prise a historical discourse by Rev. J. S.
Black, the Pastor of the Church. A sermon,
fargely retrospective, by the Venerable Dr.
Wilkes, and another by Rev. D. J. Macdonnell
of Toronto, with a number of addresses by
laymen, the whole forming a fitting memorial
of a very interesting event in the history of the
congregation.

ot~
o

Official Notices.

SYNOD OF THE MARITIME
PROVINCES.

The Tenth Synod of the Maritime Provinces
will meet in Fort Massey Church, Halifax, on
Tuesday, October 11th, at 7% o'clock.

MISSIONARY WANTED.

A Missionary is immediately wanted for the
District of Couva, in Trinidad.

The applicant should be a Minister or
Licentiate of the Presbyterian Church in Can-
ada, of vigorous constitution, and not much
over thirty years of age. Salary £300 with a
house. Application to be made to

P. G. MCGREGOR, Sec’y.,
Halifax, N.S.

N.B.—The Missionary will be expected to

{eave not later than December 1st.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERIES.

Victoria and Richmond, West Bay, 16th Oct.
Miramichi, Newcastle, 25th Sept,, 11 am.
Paris, Brantford, 25th Sept,, 11 a.m.
Ottawa, Bank Street Church,6th Nov. 10a.m.
Sarnia, Strathroy, 18th Sept., 2 p.m.
Kingston, Kingston, 17th Sept., 3 p.m.
Manitoba, Brandon, 18th Sept., 7 p.m.
Glengarry, 18th September.

Chatham, Fletcher, 18th Sept., 7 p.m.
Maitland, Bluevale, 18th Sept., 11 a.m.
Peterborough, St. Paul’s Church, 25th Sept.
Saugeen, Priceville, 18th Sept., 11 a.m.

- Montreal, D. Morrice Hall, 2nd October.
Guelph, Knox Church, 18th Sept., 10 a.m.
Stratford, St. Mary’s, 11th Sept., 2 p.m.
London, 11th September, 11 a.m.

Toronto, Knox Church, sth Sept., 11 a.m.
Lunenburgh, &c., Lunenburgh, 26th Sept.,
10.30 a.m.

UEEN'S UNIVERSITY AND COL-
LEGE, KINGSTON.

Supplementary Matriculation Examinations will be
held in Kingston, on the last Wednesday of September.
The Classes open—in Arts, on Oct. 3; in Medicine, Oct.
10; in Theology, Nov. 7.

The Calendar, containing full informaticn as to
Examinations, Studies, Graduation, Scholarships, Bur-
saries, Gold and Silver Medals, Fees, &o., will be issued
on the first of June; after which date copies may be
had on application to the Registrar, to whom all in-
quiries for information and letters on business should

be addressed.
GEORGE BELL, LL D.,

Kingston, May 1st, 1883. Registrar.

QUEBEC HIGH SCHOOL,

An Institution for Boys, incorporated in 1843, and
affiliated with McGill University. Montreal.

REFERENCES :—Rev. Dr. Ormiston, New York:
Principal Dawson, LL.D., C.M.G., Montreal: Rev. Geo-
Milligan, M.A., Toronto; Rev. Dr. Mathews, Quebec:
Rev. D. Anderson, M.A., Levis;: Hon. Senator Boyd, St,
John, N.B.: Hon. L. H. Davies, Charlottetown, and
Rev. Dr. Weir, Morrin College, Quebee.

For competition among the resident pupils there are
four Scholarships, two of $50, one of $30, and one of
$20 per annum: and for general competition four
medals. Pupils can eanter immediately after the
Christmas holidays, or at the beginning of the regular
terms.

All information in regard to the course of study,
terms, boarding, prizes, scholarships, &o., can be ob-
tained by application to the Rector,

JOHN M. HARPER, M. A., Quebec,

PLresbyterizy Gollege, PMoutvenl.

The David Morrice Convocation Hall, Library, Din-
ing Hall, Reading Room, Studies and Dormitories are
now completed—forming with the original College-
Buildings one of the finest externally equipped Theolo-
gical institutions on the continent —The situation is
most healthy, commanding a good view of the City and
the scenery of the St. Lawrence—Students are pro-
vided, frec of expense, with well furnished rooms,
heated with hot water and ligh'ed with gas—No fees
are charged for Lectures or classes:—Board #12 per
Calendar month.—The next session opens on 3rd Octo-
ber 1883 and closes 0a 4th April 1884,

The Teaching Staff consists of ten Professors and
Lecturers.— For next session there are open to compeoti-
tion about $2.000 in Scholarships, including the David
Morrice Fellowship of $500, the examination for which
takes place in March 1884.

Meo@ill University, with which this College is affilia-
ted, also offers eight Soholarships of $125, two of $100,
&o. &c.,—~FEarly application for rooms is necessary.—
Calendars for next session, giving full information on
all points, can be had on application to Rev. PrincipAL
Macvicar, D. D., LL.D., or to the DEAN oF RESIDENCE,
Presbyterian College, Montreal. :
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rtronm 7.50 qithar-on, T Nicho!s ., W Muarray, River teauletre. . ('- 00
Fm»w '\hum M Assoe'n Tifx Jas o Mcelean, Ed Grant, A 1| Giassville & llon.nccvnlle 6
N0 MelLeod, K A MeCnrdv., Mel, | Tiibury, East. . . 17 %4
1 i mrﬂ !\ntmnmh Par 2400, sietwer, T Sedewiek, Dr B Blair | Madoc, St Peter s . LY
Stew:acke 4y .. 1500, M siewart, A 1 Thomson, & (| Nelson, Man..... 13 66
—_ FI3W 65, Gunn, Alex Roes 16 eich, Nev | King & Lusk: 10 (0
I ¢ M Clirke, Tho: Duwnic & MG 22.00
Corrrar Foxn. I He nr]\“ +12 ’l;u-h Rev'ds A‘{D“w]d M Ig::g
toand Lewi<.Jack Steach, Rev Win .ll\lou
Aiready ""“"““"“d""d 9“‘ 12,’ Stewrt N13. Alco for rates and “u\(lm S 100
Maoncton Coupon . 1200 arn* crs, Jobn MeDonald S8, Adamn <t 1%
Prov. Dehentures Y5200 Gann 184, A Mclean $36. John 400
Stack Dep Ree 2000 Wallace and R Ve 'unn $30 cach, svile . L 300
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IreBank of BN Ameriea  226.% ! Mrs Fenton, Ham:llon .. 5.00 | Hawkesbury .00
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Mrs James Smibert, London
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-Lachute, Henry's Ch .

¥ Hunter. Underwood.
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Sandhill
Avonmore ...
Avonmore an School
Rerne..............
The Marais ..
Port Dalbousie........ ....
cVittoris ... caaaaal. ceess
| Ayr. Knox ¢Ch ......
Middle Normanby
! Middle Normanby Sab Sch.
¢ Nt Ann's & Smithville .....
'St Ann's babbath School .
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gnlalnd FallsN..ﬁ. btJ h 5.02 éVarmel'(‘ Iierlr?ud . .15 00! Lancaster,
alhousie, ohn's tewiicke (ha 2, r) oo 15 00 '

Dﬂ"‘lth~ﬁ- s 5 %,) }} ;\ter\(xllc e 3“ ....... ;j ?,’J Peter Stuart . Balon30 2000
undee, V| Lakeville.. ... ... .l 1.75 . SRT 676
Harwich ... oo . 26.00 | Sheding .. 8 (3 Total to 31st July. 1883 87,676 70

E"Ip‘;;l}(mt)x Ch ... % ;{3 Habfax,ChalnersCh(uddl)  10. 0 —_
T SO — |
‘M:ne:lx‘;:g e . 2.14 - 2152 01 . JeinbinG Fysn.
B’L‘:f}:,f ,’,”‘i',‘m; chl T pag| DowmEarx-Tuesmies Sciiduns Already acknowledged .. $38,763.5
Deloraine Hcmu-g A, .lc . Reo R H. Warden, Mmzlrml. Kinaston.
Mun ... 10.00 Treasurer. Wm Muckler  Balon 25 500
Jer Lee. D Already acknowledged. $78.27 | John Agnew, M D * 1w HBw
er hier. 2r. ”"d' %ornwn(l. per J liourgom 27 00! Guelph.
’g . rescott . . 2 25 -
H;‘{ﬁ,‘,“‘;’\“,;n,ffﬁ“‘ 3828 'I‘Smcl!:» ll'II?&H do 37 (»n ! Georpe Mair, 2on 5.00
. th’ y 8
Mot s s A gg'}ht s ;‘ f §' 3 2 { Total to 31st July, 1883, . €33,798 8
Ioh. per Mr. Armst 3 arleton Plice do 25 01 |
(";ﬁolc.e)t:l?rsd: of p[rl:)pt:?t‘;z 2i6.67 | Arnprior, 5.0, Winows’ .Asn(}ltvnAxs Fuxo.
Craighiurst. 8.00| A Friend, F erkus . 100 00¢  [n connection with the Church of
Dunwich, Chalmer's Ch . 500 %{l‘?t}) A Cl:imcl;n% grol 18% \ Scotland,
\ ) (0 | Motherwell ~ab Schoo .
Bl et 1 BiG ShaimBbSoliol LD 2t S Cadty Monire!, Trns
. s ) rien 0.t0 1 ’ .
Birectonifle 10| SR EEL ot 100 soatrigs Mo gnas 2510
Torouto, OId St An 68.00 | Lucknow, Knox Sab Sch. 00| " Der Rev Jumes Herald .. 12 0
—_— , P , T
Per Rev. Dr. McGregor $.91.77 1 Nushwaik, l{e\i:.\lulhm JRAT
}Y{‘t‘:“““""}gl i&""b""*y"’w ??8 QueeN's UNIVERSITY and COLLEGE, JuvesiLe Missiov,
Milford ... L 2.73 Kixagstox. Mies Machar, King~xtun, Treasurcr.
Luke Ainslic ... 5.00 John B. Mclver, Treasurer Lanark Sab School.. ... $_l,f\,81
Bhckele i Deia 20| Bapowerss Fown, Kippen ST T
Settlement ....... ... 3011 Already acknowledged  $87,415.79 T
Friend, Matland, ph 1 2?. Toronto. TespPorALITIES” Exrense Funp.
f\\!:l;;:t;::;m AT . 16'(08 T McGaw . Balon 100 80.00 Klm\en per Rev ilugh C:\m- 4189
“A E,” =t Andrew’s, NB.. 2.50 | W Mucdonald e 300 60.00 Galt. per RevJ K Smith...  10.60
Bngemwn . 475 | Rev D J Macdonnell B&l nn Belleville, St Andrew’s Ch,
Upper M llSquO(lt)b(-lt e 4.50 00 100 00} “ier Rev' M W Maclean 2595
Annapolis . . . ... 11.25| Evanville. New Richmond, per Rev
Coldstream 11.50 [ T Reid 1.00 ! Peter Linday ... 25 00
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SPECIAL CANADIAN SERIES.

——

—RECOMMENDED FIRST—

IN ORDER OF MERIT

Over all competitors, by the Central Comnnttce,
and authornized by The Hon. A. 8. Hardy, Acting-
Minister of Education, for use in the High and Pub-
lic Schovls of On tarivon aud after 1st August, 1885,

The ouly comaplete new serics which has obtained
the necessury Certyicate fromthe Education Uepartment,
entitling them to be used in the Publie and High
Schouls of this Province.

James Campbell & Son,
PUBLISHERS.
TORONTO.

MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY

Favorably known to the pnhhr < rea
1826, Chureh, Chapel, Sehool, Fure A it
and other bells© also Chimes and 1- als,

Meneely & Co., West Troy,N.Y.

BY JAMES CKoll, MONTREAL.

It contains a graphic account of the rise and prozros:
of Missiouary effort and euterprize in nearly all parts
of the world, by all denomioations. It is entirely free
from sectarian bins. Alung with the latest statisties. it
givesa full account of all the great Missionary Svcieties
of the Nineteenth Century. 'To ministers and otuers
who are called upon to advocate the cause of Missuue

it will be invaluuble. Byail who talke an interectin
\lhsmn work it wiil bo recad and re-read with ntlie-
ging interest from beginningto end.  Itie accompanied
by a fine Missionary Map of the World, 26 inches by 16

Price by Mail to any Address, $1.

THE NATIONAL PUBLISHING COMPA:Y,

16 Colborne Streety Toronto.

McCRAE & Co,
WOOL AND WORSTED SPINNERS
ENITTING AND FINGERING YARN,

GUELPIH, ONT.



