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THE BIBLE IN MEXICO.

Bibles ave multiplying in Mexico, and
notwithstanding all the vigilance and rage
of the Romish pricsthood, are finding
their way into the hands of the geople.
Last year the American Bible Society
sustained thore twenty-six colporteurs,
They put in circulation 11,254 volumes,
of which 8,175 were sold. Considering
the opposition and hardships they encoun-
ter, and the extrome poverty—even misery
—of the mass of the people, they have
done well.  Mr. Hamilton, the Society's
agont, writes :

¢ In the market-place of a large city a
colporteur appronches a group of indimxs,
who, having sold and bought, have their
packs ready to return with them to theiv
village or mountain homes. He offers
them the Holy Seriptures; explains the
character of the hooks ; has about persnad-
ed them to take cuch a book, when a
woman passing with Mass hooks and beads,
seeing the cheap books, exclaims at once
that the books ave bad, the hooks are for-
bidden, and that they must not be received
even as a gift, for the Mother Church will
condemn the reader to o’ernal punish-
ment ! This is enough ; the pvor Indians
are afraid of that anathema, and they turm
to go. Only one of the number has the
comrage to accept the New Testament of
our Lord Jesus Christ. This accurred but
yosterday ; it oftenr occurs ; it is a speci-
men of the colporteur’s daily work.

“ Very few books are now bought out
of curiosity. The colporteur has to read,
explain and persuade, and then sell at the
purchaser’s price.  Or, if by chance a book
28 sold to one who has never heard of the
Bible, and he takes it to his servants’ room
in a great house, and the master or the
mistress sees it, he is conimanded to take
it away or lose his place. He returns vo
the colporteur or to the depository, ani
while confessing that he likes the book
and would read it through were he his
own master, yet says he must dispose of it
or be turned into the street as one who had
stolen or committed some other crime in
his employer’s house. Such an incident
we witnessed last week.

¢ If the man lives in his own house in a
village, the cra will soon find the book,
and either sell it, keeping the price, or
burn it, imposing penance on the unfortu-
nate seeker after truth. Here en our
oftice table now are two evangelical books; '

belonging to a man who dare not take
them home for fear of their being com-
mitted to the flames. For several days
ho has come to read them here. He was,
but & month ago, an active Roman Catho-
lic, but the immorality of a priest turned
him away, and he began to senrch the
Scriptures.”—Sel.

AN ENLIGHTENED CONSCIENCE.

One of the best signs of a truly enlight-
ened conscience is to be found in our care-
fully guarding the reputation of others,
Growth in grace is shown by saying littlo
of their supposed faults, and by mention-
ing, as far as is consistent with truth, their
commendable qualities. The good to be
derived from a proper cultivation of
charity toward all men is threefold—it
benetits the erring person, giving him to
see that there are those who have his wel-
fare in view ; it is also & benediction upon
those who observe our charitable spirit,
prompting them likewise to words and
works of charity ; and it always blesses the
individual himself, leading him to practice
self-control and self-renunciation in behalf
of others.

Christian forbearance is a wonderful
educator. The Epistles are full of earnest
teaching upon this subject. There is &
Divine reaction upon the soul that habitu-
ally cherishes this spirit. The only won-
der is that it is not more generally prac-
ticed for its own sake. The sacred writ-
ings, however, do not urge this upon us
as & mere sentiment. Rather, we are
taught that charity is the genuine fruit of
ripened Christian experience, and that it
is always consistent with justice and truth.

Do you feel that you"are able to.do
nobler and better work than you are doing,
and that circumstances compel you to
waste your power in the apparently unim-
portant details of common daily drudgery?
Be of good cheer; ‘*circumstances” is
often only another name for Divine provi-
dence.

It’is reported that the Roman Catholics
in Mexico are bringing strong pressure to
bear on the government to rescind the
grant to the Mormons of land in Chi-
huahua,
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+STATE OF THE FUNDS, JAN. 1sr., 1886.

YORKION MISSIONS,
Receipts

£0805.65
Expenditure

16020.10

Balance due Treasurer March 1st, 1680, £6154.46
“ DAYSI'RING,” BIC,

Recelpts £3260.50
Expenditure 6747.20
Balance due Treasurer March 1st, '86,  &2456.01
HOME MISSIONS. .
Receipts £3480.80
. Expenditure 358487
Balance due Treasurer March 1st,'88, § 44.48
g4 AUGMENTATION FUND.
h Receipts £10058.44
Expenditure 2110.02
Balance on hand, March 1st, ’$0. £948.42
COLLY.OES,
Recelpts 87288.00
Expenditure, including balance due Treas,
_MM' 1st, 85036.21 14700.78
Balance due Treasurer March 1st, '8¢ 874(531')
. AGKD MINISTER'S ¥UND,
Receipts 81400.45
Expenditure 1678.47
Balance due Treasurer March 1st,'86, & 272.02
RECYIPTS YOR TIE MONTII OF FEBRTJARY,
- Forelgn Missions 24020.68
““Dayspring” and Mission Schools N 562.63
Home Misslons 333.34
\ Augiientation 1721.25
« Colleges 037,02
Aged and Infinn Minister’s Fund 132,24
French Evangelization 316.62
. Assembly 50.27
- #7832.95
The Maritime Presbyterian
Is published monthly, at 25 cents per annum iu
- advance, in parcels of four or upwards to one address,
.single coples 40 cents. Subscriptionsata proportional
-rate may begin at any time but must end with
December,
All receipts of this paper after paying it own cost
are given.to Missions.
All nications to be add d to
Rev, E. Scort, New Glasgow, N, 8*
) S-S
na

The next issue will be the usual size,
thirty-two pages.

A month and a half remains before the
closing of the accounts on the first of
May. The lovers of our Foreign Mission
work will see by the state of the funds
the necessity of a strong and earnest effort
in order to meet the years’ expenditure by
that time, The expenses for the year hus
nearly all been paid. Two good months
remain for receipts to come in, and there
is no reason why that ugly word *‘debt”
should need to be used at the end of this
year. With a good honest, hearty, effort,
on the part of all, the demands of the
years’ work may be fairly met. Shall we
not do it. ’

Mr.. Annand is pleading hard for &
fourth Missionary to the New Hebrides to
take up the work with him on Santo. The
noble self-denial of himeelf and his wife
in offering to leave the comparatively
civilized and Christianized island of Anei-
tyum to the care of Mr. Lawrio, that they
themselves may go forth to the regions
beyond, to carry the gospel to one of the
largest islands in the ‘group, and yet in
savage heathenism, should stir the Church
to do far more than ever she has yet done
to give the Bread of Life to the perishing.
The immediate effect of such an example
should be to lead to such an increase of
contributions, and it would be but a very
trifling increase, as would send another
man with them when they return to the
South Seas. .

In our next issue we expect to give Dr.
MaucGregor's last sermon, written during
a visit to New Glasgow a few days before
he was laid low inthe last period of his
illness, not many weeks bafore his death,
and ncver preached.

The largest factor in making hard times

in the United States is the $900,000,000
spent annually for intoxicating liquors,
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“One of the features of our time is a
constant expansion of the field of Chris-
tian activity. Success itself almost invari-
ably brings added responsibilities and
renders more imperative than ever the
oxercise of liberality. That resources exist
adequate for all the Churches are under-
taking is certain, What is needed is the
requisite large-hegrtedness.”

REASONS AGAINST AUGMENTA-
FION,

One reason sometimes urged against
this scheme of the Chureh, in addition to
those mentioned in our last issue, is, that
it tunds to foster laziness and dependence
in the congregations that get aid, that, if
they receive help, they will not do so much
for themselves.

The best answer to that is the facts of
the case,

The average rate per conununicant
paid for stipend in the Presby-

tery of Truro is but £3.80

In the Presbytery of Pictou 3.00
In the Presbytery of P. E. I. 3.86
In the Presbytery of Wallace 3.27

Now, before a weak congregation can
get any aid from the Fund it must itself
raise an average of at least $4.50 per com-
municant, or nearly one half more than
the average of sume strong Presbyteries.
True, there are three exceptionul cases in
the Synod, very poor congregations, to
whom aid is at present given, though they
do not quite reach that amount. But the
average rate in the lowest, even in these,
is $2.90 per communicant, or nearly that
of sume large Preshyteries.

But these aided congregations go far
beyond even the $4.50 rate,

The highest average rate per communi-
cant paid for stipend in any supplemented
congregation is $16.G6, while the average
rate per communicant raised by the aided
congregations throughout the Synod is
$0.52. Thus we see that the average rate
paid by these weak charges is nearly double
the average rate per communicant paid in
some strong Presbyteries. Surely the
liberality of those who are aided by the
scheme is one of the best encouragements
we can have for giving & helping hand.

REASONS AGAINST GIVING.

“Give, give. -We hear nothing but
‘gire’” is the complaint that is sometimes

heard. To such we would venture to sub-
mit a few questions for consideration,

1. It isall getting. In Him we live
and move. Every good gift is from above
and cometh down from the Father of
lights. Every de_, every hour, every
moment we are gotting from Him. We
get life, health, strength of body and
mind, and all the blessings‘that surround
us. If then, there is constant getting,
where we have no claim but His goodness,
why should there not be constant giving
of a portion of that back again to Him, in
gratitude for His great and constant
bounty. )

2. The only time we will have an oppor-
tunity of thus shewing our gratitude to
Him is in this life. To all eternity, if we
are His, we will be blessed by Him. And
this brief time that we call life is the only
time that we can do anything for Him.

3. *Christ gave,- not merely a little of
what He had, but all. He gave Himself
for us.

But it appears we have got on the wrong
track. There are reasons for constant |
giving. What can be said on the other
side? The only reasons against it are in
the selfishness of the human heart, and
the lack of likeness to Christ, who gave
Himself for us.

But it may be said there are many ob-
jects to which we are asked to give that
arenot worthy ?  Verygood. Do not give
to them, but give all the more to those
that are worthy.

But I have not much, and can give but
little! Then God asks but little. To
whom little is given, etc. If there be fires
a willing mind it is accepted according to
that a man hath and not according to that
he hath not. Wouldst thou be loved of
God? God loveth a cheerful giver.

In the Argentine Republic in South
America, & struggle is going on between
liberty and the church of Rome. This
church is the established one, and has been
trying to control the education of the
people. The Government has grown
restive, and imported a number of female
teachers from the United States. The
church has placed the schools in which
these teachers are employed under a ban,
while the Government has promptly re-
taliated by expelling from the country the
leading bishop. ¢‘Let there be light.”
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The London Missionary Society, feeling
the need of more men, one of ita mission-
aries, Rev. R. Stewart, who was home
from China, and two Cambridge under-
graduates, went to visit the University of

ublin. After two days had been given
to meetings for prayer and consideration
of the subject, an oppurtunity was given
to any who were wilYing to devote them-
selves to Foreign Mission Work to declare
it. ““We expected” says Mr. Stewart,
*“ to see some three or four come forward.
But I cannot describe my feelings as first
one, then another rose and came up. The
faces of some of these students indicated
that it was not without effort that they
made this confession of a life’'s purpose
before their fellowmen, and also told God
they were willing for his sake to leave
home and friends. FoRTY-TWO YOUNG
FELLOWS, in the heyday of health and
strength, stood before that audience
pledged to missionary work, should God
so0 will it.”

JEws IN THE DomINioN.—-The Church-
man says: By the last census the number
atood thus ;

Nova Scotia.............. 10
New Brunswick........... 55
Manitoba........cconun.n 33
British Columbia.......... 104
Quebec Province.......... 939
Ontario.....oovevreeeenns. 1193

2393

The number of Chinese Christians in
connection with the Protestant Church at
different dates were as follows:—In 1845,
6 communicants; in 1853, 350; in 1863,
'2.000; in 1873, 8,000; in 1882, 22,000.
A hundred thousand persons are in regular
:attendance at public worship.

SOME" IMPORTANT QUESTIONS.
FOR SESSIONS AND CONGREGATIONS.

We make some extracts, omitting local
references, from the report on the State
-of Religion in the Presbytery of Pictou.
"The questions submitted should be made
:a subject of prayerful study by all. —Ep.

Your committee have to state that they
:addressed to all the sessions within the
bounds the following questions on the
vitally important subject entrusted to their
<care; . .

1. (a.) Do your peoplo support duly

and attend regularly the services of the
sanctunry 7 (0.) Do they show practically
that they prize, as they ought, the sacta-
ments of ‘the church? (¢) Are there
many persons in your neighborhood who
live in frequent or habitus {,neglecb of the
public ordinances of religivn ?
. (a.) Are prayer-meetings well at-
tended? (b.) Do the elders and others
in considerable numbers assist in conduct-
ing them? (c.) Ave there encouraging
signs of spiritual life, and is their much
activity in Christian work awmong your
people ?

III. What is the state of religion in
their homes. (a.) With respect to Family
Worship. (b.) With respect to the re-
ligious training of the young? (c.) With
respect to efforts to bring them to Christ ?

IV. Are Bible Classes and Sabhath
Schools maintained vigorously and suc-
cessfully in your congregation? Do many
of your young people pass from the Sab-
bath School or Bible Class into the com-
munion of the church?

V. Do your people appear to be growing
in the grace of liberty?

_ VI. Has there been any special work of
grace in your congregation during the year.

To these 3ueries answers have been re-
turned by all the Sessions except one.
Of these answers your committee present
the following summary :

I. The reports from Sessions appear to
show that in all our congregations the
people support with a considerable degree
of liberality, and with considerable regu-
larity attend the services of the sanctuary.
The sacraments are participated in and
-appreciated highly by many in all our
congregations.  Progress is-gratefully
noted in several congregations. There is
practical unanimity also in declaring that
the number of persons who habitually
neglect the ordinances of grace is not

e.

11, Prayer meetngs are reported as
being generally well attended. In all
cases elders, in most instances, consider-
able numbers who are not in the eldership,
assist heartily and in an edifying manner
in conducting these services. As to signs
of spiritual life and Christian activity
among the people, several sessions regret
that so little is to be seen, while from
others comes more cheering intelligence,

Your committee are gratified in being able
to quote the following sentences reapecting
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one congregation:—¢“ We praise the Lord
that our people manifest greater interest
in His word, greater love for His ordi-
nances, and greater zeal in seeking to win
gouls, than they have shown, for years.
At the beginning of this year a large
number engaged to devote time to the
special study of God’s word, to personal
eonseeration, and to endeavor during 1836
to win at least one soul each for Christ.”

II1. Asto religion in the homes of the
people under our charge, the answers from
Sessions are in the main, encouraging.
Your committee vejoico greatly that it
ghould be so; for *“there is no place like
home.” There is the sanctuary of life.
There,very Jargely, character is formed for
good or evil. In our rural congregations,
family worship is stated to be generally,
in some congregations, almost, if not quite
universally, observed. It is delightful to
know that so many of the homes of our
people are like the home in the olden
time concerning which we read, *The
Lord blessed the house of Obed-edom, and
all that pertained unto him, because of
the ark of God.” Matthew Henry re-
marks in reference to that case that the
Lord paid well for His entertainment.
The experience of His people now shows
that He still pays well.

In regard to the training of the young
by their parents, and in direct efforts to
win them to Christ, it does not appear to
your connnittee that they have ground to
speak with uhqualified satisfaction. "In
this respect too, however, animprovement
is visible in many quarters.

. IV. Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools
are rendering valuable service in almost
21l the congregations, and are generally
* well sustained. From many of their

schools and bible classes young peo;;}e
have passed into full communion with the
church. Your committee rejoice to know-
that the eminent capabilities of the Sab-
bath School for doing the highest spiritual
work are being thus practically realized
and recognized.

- V. The returns from Sessions seem to
show that almost everywhere the members
and adherents of the church are growing
inthe grace of liberality.
* VI. In several congregations special
services have been held and in all cases
with more or less of blessing. In others
where there have been no special evan-
gelistic services there has been good evi-

dence of a special work of grace, many
souls seeking and finding the Way of Life.
Respectfully submitted,
W. DoxALp
Convener.

HOW TO TREAT CHILDREN.

Four good ryles are given by Gertrude
R. Lowis in the Interior:—

1. Do not promise punishment for a
cortain offence without giving it, if nced
be, and do not delay it; fear as well as
hope deferred maketh the heart sick and
the tamper sour. Do not refer to it again,
and never send a child hungry to bed for
any offence. It is a crime against the
child’s health and welfare.

2. Do not ‘“ tib” if youdon’t want your
child to do so. I saw:a child punished on
the second day of April for telling the
‘“white lie” her clders had told the day
before. Many a mother would be horri-
fied at being thought untruthful who does
not hesitate to tell’ a falsehood to get
something away from a child or pacify it
when papa leaves, Do you suppose the
child does not soon see through your sub-
terfuges ?

3. Let the meum and taron in the house-
hold be strongly défined, and do not force
generosity., Let exact justice come first,
and insist only upon that, always giving
the child due appréciation for all its little
sacrifices,” A very good rule of division
was that adopted by two sisters. One
divided and the other took her choice,
You can rest assured there was never a
candy more in one pile than the other,
and ‘much distress of mind was saved
thereby.

4. If you want your little boy to cor-
dially detest the little fellow next door,
throw the latter’s virtues at him on every
occasion.

That was antargument for prohibition
which even the drinker can appreciate,
which was made by an Ohio drinking man
just before the eléction in that State. He
said: “I have three boys. One of them
is old enough ta drink, and is drinking.
He learned it in & .8aloon. My prayer is
and my vote shall be cast, to close the

saloons before my other boys get into’

them and get to drinking; and I know
scores and ‘scores of other drinking men
who are anxious as I am to close the
saloons before the little boys reach them.”
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Trinidad.
LETTER FROM MRS. MORTON.

The following is extracted from a pri-
vate letter and not intended for publica-
tion, but we trust Mrs. Morton will pardon
the liberty taken in giving it to the public
as it is of interest in connection with the
work.—Eb,

Trxarvsa, TRINIDAD,
Feb. 15, '86.
Dear Miss Macyregor :

I have been too long intending to write
you and think myself happy to be actunlly
‘in the performance of it.  Of all the busy
times we have cver had the last three
months has, I think, been the busiest.

On the first day of November I said to
Agnes “‘Let us have a concert.” Agnes
said, *‘Yes, let us,” and Mr. Morton ap-
proved, so we set to work, and on the 20th
of November we had it, and realized $60
élear of expenses, as I mentioned to you
befure. We were scarcely recovered from
our exertions, when we had to begin pre-
parations for Christinas. Of our examin-
etion and treat and the Governor's visit
on the 23rd December you will also have
heard.
work and letter writing had to be kept up
all the time, and our homework which got

pushed into a corner and presented a-

formidable heap had to be dug out and got
through with, At last we are getting
into our usual way, and feel quite a sense
of relief, ’

Mxr. and Mrs. McLeod are now living in
Tunapuna. Mr. McLeod has not improved
in health, but he keeps on, his teaching
work with untiring energy and zeal.. Itis
a greatloss to our Mission that he has been
disabled from pastoral work. Our young
men have benefited very much from his
instruction. They are entitled now toa
furlough, but will not venture home until
the weather begins to get warm.

Mr. McLeod shared with us some nice
clathing lately’ received from Stellarton.
Will you kindly say to any of the ladies
of that place you may happen to see that
the articles were most acceptable and suit-
able in every way. .

I wish to thank the ladies of your Sew-
ing Circle in a special manner for their
splendid box of-clothing. You may know
that we were glad to get it in time for the
Christmas Treat when I tell you that ten

Then the ordinary routine of:

days before the treat we did not know
where wo should look for rewards for the
children, The first thing that caue to
hand was thirty-tive lmrge, bright colorved
wall pictures, sent by a gentleman in
Scotland, Then we bought two dozen
small dolls and dressed them ourselves,
and just four days before the trent we
rejoiced over the avrival of your box,

The garments were the nicest you have
ever sent; no improvements need to be
suguested this time. 1 wrote last year
not to send so many skirts aud jhutas
for girls, and 1 noticed that you had not
sent so many, It wasall right for the
present as we had & nunber on hand, but
our number of girls under instruction has
greatly inereased. I would, thevefore, ask
you kindly to send a larger proportion of
girls’ gnvments, muostly small sizes. You
see Lam taking it for granted that your
Circle will continue its favors.

We forwarded each Missivnary a parcel
without any -delay, and shared owr own
with Rev. Mr. Hendrie, as we have always.
done. He does not require a great many.
Mr. McLeod gave him some too, 1t is a
great favor to have them divided by your-
selves and tied up separately. 1 don't
know how we could have got through with
the dividing of them’ just at that time we
were so pressed with work for the treat.

We niade three hundred little muslin
Dags for thesweeties.” The boys (vurown
who had holidays at the time put the
strings in them. If we are all spared ~
long enough for giiother box we would like
it to be sentearlier. It should be shipped
off about the first of October that there
might be no uncertainty about our getting
it, and if any friends who are sending
boxes would observe this rule it would be
a great favor. We should then know in
good time what we had {» depend upon
for Christinas rewards,

We have opened two ... W afternoon
schools. We will, therefore, have abuu-
dant use for our clothing this year. Ihope
you had as much pleasure in sending as
we had in receiving it, and please accept
our,thanks and good wishes for all who
assisted with it. ’

" . Truly yours,

; Saran E. Monrox.

. When Ma..dalay was, built. the king (of
Burmah), in order to render it impregnable
burned seven young women alive under
each.of .its eight gates.
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MISS BLACKADDER'S REPORT.
PriNcesrowN, Dec. 7, 1885,

Another year has swiftly passed away,
yoet we can look back and see that some
good has been accomplished, that some
success has attended the school work, and
we are thankful for the health and strength
that has been given us.

Some dear friends have been called from
work, to enjoy sweet rest in heaven, while
other friends have been added to the ranks
of those who pray for the work and the
workenrs, :

I hardly know how to make a report of
school work, interesting or profitable, the
work is always the same, the course of in-
struction is not of a very advanced char-
acter, and 18 therefore monovtonous.

Some of the pupils have made good pro-
gress in English and in Hindi, It really
sooms strange, but it ig true, thechildren
care very little about the Hindi, their bwn
langnage, they prefer to learn English.

A good number passed the Government
examination. We find some trouble in
getting the children to pass the higher
standards. The parents think that in one,
two, or at the most, three years, all know-
ledge can be put in the brains of the
children.

One moming a coolie woman came and
told me she would not send her child to
school any more, as he had been in school
_for three weeks and was still reading in
the First Book! :

Times have been dull this year, so we
have had some trouble in getting books
for the children. Some of the parents
are too poor to buy hooks, others are too
stingy, and in this way progress has been
impeded; others again will gladly buy any
thing the children require.

The names of some of our present
pupils have been added to the roll of the
church; also some of the older ones have
had the -courage-to come out from among
heathen families, and be called Christians,

A number of our old pupils have been
married, invitations have been kindly sent
to us, some of the weddings have been in-
teresting, others have been very grand. -+

One of our girls who was married two
vears sgo came in one day with a big, fat
baby, “to let his grandmother,” as your
agent has affectionately called, *‘see him.”

At the beginning of the year Mr. Mc-
Leod appointed two of our advanced pupils
a8 Monitors in the Princestown school;

one, a boy Abdool, a good student and a
useful assistant. We hoped Aldool would
have been very useful in the Master's
V{Qx['(llc but God had other plans for his Hindi
chi

Abdool wanted to become a Christian
but his Mohammedan parents would not
allow him to do so, still Abdonl loved
Jesus and trusted in Christ, for salvation.
The unshaken faith of the dear boy during
his illness was really wonderful, no par-
ental displeasure, no cunning reasoning of
the Mohammadan priests could shake his
faith. )

The other, lame Annie Mena, grown
now to womanhood, is a communicant in
the church, and a consistent Christian.
She has a very interesting class of chil-
dren in the Sunday School, and assists in
day school.
 The three children, or girls in my house
‘are Annie Mena, Jessie Campbell, and
Ellen Grantham,

A very interesting ceremony took place
one Friday afternoon in August fast. The
childreliipresented some gifts to Mrs. Mec-
Leod,” Mr. McLeod, and the little boys,
Normanand Harold. We had some music,
recitations, readings, and compositions,
one by James Tulsi, npon boils, was very
amusing, :

‘We have still continued our correspon-
dence with those who.are out in the world.
They often write and tell -us that lettera
sent to them do them good, and help to
keep alive their intereat in things that re-
late to life eternal.

I feel almost discouraged about my home
correspondence. I write many letters yet
few answers are returned, so the letters
must go astrayyand never reach their des-
tination. ' '

Mr.John Lewis of San Fernando, kindly
sent me a package of books and cards for
the school {:hildren. Principal Caldecott
of Codrington College, Barbadoes, kindly
sent a large number of beautiful Christmas

tards to be distributed among the cliildran: -

Mr, H. B. Darling has given school feasts,
as he usually does. Miss Tearwood 4nd

Mra. McLeod have kindly assisted us in’ 2

the-singing. "
Doctor %Iammond has attended myself

and household with his never failing skill,
kindness, and generosity. :
T'had an attack of fever in November,
but.4m now in my usual health. We are
glad to find 'a good number of girls in
school. It is so difficult to get the parents

~
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to allow their daughters to attend school
as they think that women do not need any
cducation beyond that of boiling rice.
One very great drawback is the uncertain
attendance of the Hindi children. They
will come out for a few weeks or months,
or perhaps a year, then we may not see
them for years, sometimes never. It seems
very hard to devise any plan to meet this
difficulty, except to go out and beg them
to come in,

Many thanks to thoso who remember us
in letters and in prayer. The fields are
truly white to the harvest, but the workers
are often wearied and discouraged with the
burden and heat of the day.

Two hundred and eight pupils have been
enrolled through the year. Average at-
‘tendance for the year, 119.

ANNIE L. M. BLACKADDER.

RICHMOND CONGREGATION.

From time to time we have given the
histery of some of our older congregations.
We have here one of the youngest :

The Richmond congregation is situated
in the suburbs of Halifax and was organ-
ized in 1869. It w=as originated by the
Sabbath School Association in connection
with the Church of Scotland in Halifax.
Though it has only had an existence of
gixteen yéars, yet it is owing to the earnest
zeal and untiring labors of & few individ-
uals that it hasan existence atall. A
Sabbath School was firat, started in which
the late Mr, Doull, who was lost in the
ill.-fated steamer City of Boston, took an
active interest. After atime the little
Sabbath School grew, and Richmond was
eventually united with the North West
Arm and Goodwood, and formed into a
€o! gation.
settlement it became a separate congrega-
tion, and the other two sections were
formed into a mission station. It now
numbers forty families and has: received
aid from the sypplementing fund ever
since its organization.” Like the most of
our aid receiving’ congregations it stands
high in the rate of giving. It contributes
$9.72 per communicant, and last year
raised for the schemes of the church
within $30 of the amount received out of
Auginentation Fund. .

‘Will the congregation ever become self-
sustaining ? Judging from the favorable
auspices under which Mr. Allan has been
settled it looks as though the day might

Shortly after Mr. Wyllie’s’

not be far distant.. Therehas been an in-
crease of one hundred dollars in the
amountt of stipend paid. Several young
men now take part in the exercises of the
prayer meeting and new life and vigor are
manifest.  With such tokens for goud
surely under the labors of a pastor of
considerable experience around whom the
people have rallied, coupled with the
blessing of Heaven, there should be pro-
gress and growth.

If our Augmentation scheme nurtures
Richmond into a self-sustaining charge it
will afford another illustration of the grand
principle on which it is founded. The
strong should help the weak. Some of
our congregations in the lower provinces
would not; to-duy have their names on the
roll of the Maritime Synod had we not
acted on this noble principle which is’
thoroughly Presbyterian. It is our earnest
prayer that a new era of pro?eriby may
now dawn upon the Richmond congrega-
tion and that it may continue to grow and
increase.

“ HIS WORKMANSHIP.”

Theodore Monod once made use of this
beautiful illustration. He said: ‘“If a

-piece of, iron could speak, what would it

say? It would say, ‘Iam black, I am
cold, I am hard.” Perfectly true. Bub
put that piece of iron into the furnace
and wait awhile, and what would it say ?
‘ The blackness is gone, and the coldness-
is gone, and the hardness is gone'—it has
passed into 4 new experience. But if that
piece of iron could speak, surely it would.
not glory in itself, because the fire and
iron are two distinct things that remain
distinct to the last. If it could glory it
would glory in the fire and not in itsolf—
in the fire that kept it a bright molten
mass, So in myself I am black, I am cold,
and I am hard, butif the Lord takes pos- ,

session of my soul, if Iam filled with:love, .- *

if his Spirit fills my being, the blackness
will ga, and the coldness will go, apd the
hardness will go; and yet theglory does
not belong to me, but to the Lord, who
keeps me in a sense of his love.” .

The love of Christ is like the blue sky
into which you may see clearly, but the
teal vastness of which you cannot measure.
‘i: is like the sea, into whose. bosoin you
can look a little way, but its depths are
unfathomable. . . .

..
oo
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RIGHT TO THE CROSS.
THEODORE L.

The chief oftice of preaching is to point
men towards Christ; and not to Him unly
as the Divine Model of life, but as the
Divine Sinbearer. From the manger of
Bethlechem onward, svery fuotstep of Jesus
moved straight towards thé Cross. His
whole mission as & Savieur cunverged
there.  After the baptism of the Holy
Spirit descended upon the Apustles, their
key-note was Christ crucified. Paul ever
and everywhere kept this at the front;
whatever else he omitted, he never leaves
out the ‘faithful saying.” Amid the
clumors about the demands of this age
with its advanced culture, let us never
forget that its highest demand'is salvation;
the only preaching that brings that boon
of buons, the only preaching that silences
scoffers, and convicts sinners, and pro-
claims pardon to penitents, and saves souls,
is the preaching that aims straight to the
Cross. As Dr, Maclaren happily says,
“We don't need to prop it, but simply to
point men to it.”

Special services are now being held in
all directions for the conversion of souls ;
in the pulpit, in the prayer-meeting. and
in the inquiry-room, we need never be at
aloss fora topic. The story of Calvary
never wears out. Saturate yourself with
it if you want sweetness.and- stiength.
"The godly Tennent was once missed aftor
his Sunday morning service. His family
went in search of him, and foundhim ina
neighboring forest lying on the ground
weeping.  They enquired the cause of his
tears. He told them that after preaching
on the wondrous love of Jesus in the
Atunement for sinners, he had gone out
into the woods to meditate and pray. He
got such a view of the transcendant love
of God in sending His Son and of the love
of Jesus in dying for a lost world, that he
was utterly overwhelmed. The Cross of
Jesus broke him down. The amazing
glory of it, the sweetness of it, the match-
Jess minjesty of it, seemed to affect him as
it dues the redeemed who gather around
the Throne. He could see no ome hut
“Jesus only.” His soul was singing
“worthy is the Lamb that was slain to
receive all the praise, all the glory, and
all the honor for ever and ever! ™

Friend, if you are not yeta Chyijstian
and honestly want to become one, let me
show you theraad, It goes direcily to

2.

BY REV, CUYLER,

the Cross.  First reach that; it is the start-
ing point into the only life worth living,
and the starting-point for Heaven, ls.
your heart hard ¢ There only can it be
melted.  Dues conscience condemn ? Yes;,
but furgiveness comes at the Cruss. Dues.
sin torment?  In one place unly can that
serpent be killed: it is where Jesus dies.
to take away sin. If He Qoes not doit
for you, then you are lost; if He does, you
are saved. He will do it the very mo-
ment that you surrendered heart honestly
cries out :

¢ Nothing in my haud I bring.

Simply to Thy Cross I cling,”

The only relief comes there. The first
smile of God you will get will be right
there, when -you are looking up at your
bleeding Saviour. Into your soul will
break-—as the sun breaks into the dark-
ness at day-dawn—a new Lire. There
will be plenty of fighting, and working,
and climbing, and duty-doing all the way
onward, but you will march through it all
a congueror, if you only take Jesus the
Ommipotent into your soul.

O fellow-workers, pastorss, teachers,
parents, and all who are longing to save
those you love—let us lift up the Cross.
All heaven is pointing us thither; if the.
millions in glory could send us a message,.
would it not be ¢ Behold the Lamb of
God who redeems you by His blood” ?
Let us rally to the Cross &8 the common
ground at which we can lift unitad prayer.
Let, us rally Yo it as the only hope of a sin-
cursed world—as the only breakwater
against infidelityand the floods of iniquity.
1f the Cross of Calvary cannot save this
world—then it is gone! Everything else
invented by wan’s busy brain has failed.
The Almighty God has hung the destiny
of the human race on the Cross of Calvary.
Qur duty in striving to be saved and to
save others, all begins and all centres
right where the bleeding hand of Jesus is
stretched out to welcome us.

*“ THE PROFESSOR’s GIRLS”—by Annette
Lucile Noble, the author of Under Shelter,
Ont of the Way, &c., is a late issue of the
Presbyterian Board, and is sold by Mac-
Gregor & Knight, Halifax, the Agents of
the Board for Nova.Scotia, price $1.25; a
story of two school-girls, their home life
and achool life, their evil and their good.
The story has a good moral aim and is well
tild.
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THE FAMILY AT HOME.

He blesseth the habitation of the just.—Prov. il 33.

How very near to heaven is the home | unmolested.

sures that are proper and right for them
to enjoy. Let them have their pets, their
playthings, and their childish treasures
Respect the trust they re-

that has the Spirit of the Lord pervading | pose in you ; never betray their childish

through it.

ther, and minister unselfishly to the wants
of the loved ones who belong to it.

How blessed are the children whose  loving your children too well.
parents fear the Loxrd and keep His com- | them and show them youlove them.

mandments, and train their little ones to
reverence and obey their Creator and
Preserver. No matter how humlle that
home may be, it is a happy one.

The days of childhood quickly pass
away, and our children grow into manhooa
and womanhood before we are aware of it.
Many mothers think wlile their children
are too young to take care of thumselves,
and need constant care and attention, that
it will be a relief to have them grow up
and able to take care of themselves ; but
remember, dear young mothers who are
singing your little ones to sleep to-night,
and putting them in their warm beds so
near your own that you can look at them
in the night-time and know they are safe,
that this is the happiest time and the
safest time you will ever know.

*“The happiest time in my whole life,”
said a very good mother, *‘were those
years when I could hold all my children
in my arms.” This good mother was one
of the mathers whose home had been
broken up, and whose children had been
stattered, some in the West, and others
in the North, and one was across the
ocean. Temptations and dangers were
continually about-them, and she could not
shield them as she did in the days of their
childhood. ““If I could nut carry them
to the Lord in prayer;” she added, “‘now
that they are away from me, I should be
very unhappy. When I awake in the
night and think of :them. 1 lift my heart

-40 God and ask Himto gather them under
His wings ; and when I think-of-them in |.

the daytime, and the fierce battle of life
is going un, and I know they are in the
thickest of the fight,- and the enemy’s
arrows are flying all around them, so 1
plead with the Lord that He will keep
them from,temptetion, and be their shield
and buckler.” -

Make childhood &0 pleasant for the
children that in their maturer years they
may look back upon it as the happiest
time in their lives. Deny them no plea-

How beautiful the sight of ' confidences which to them are subjects of
the family whuse members love une ano- | great moment.

Help them in their
schemes and plans, if they are only
‘“bubbles in the air,” Don't be afraid of
Caress
Ga-
ther them in your arms when they come
to you in sorrow, and tell them how you.
sympathize with them, and show thema
way out of their troubles. ‘¢ As one whom
his mother comforteth,” is one of the
most suggestive illustrations in the Bihle.
When all other friends fail, the mother’s
heart is always open for the child to come
into ; even if he:has wandered into the
paths of sin, she receives him and commits
his case to the mother’s God.

Make the home the dearest spot on all
the earth, then, while you have the oppor-
tunity to do so. Let each member do his
and her part toward making it full of love
and gladness. The influence of such a
home atmosphere will go with the children
all through life, and when they have homes
of their own they will build them on the:
same foundations.

Parents tanmot be too choice of the:
home and its inmates. Xeep bright
, weather in it by alwayg preserving a cheer-
ful spirit ; even amid the trials and changes
that may come toyou. =~ -

May God ‘bless us; and enable us to
make our homes the abodes of love and
peace and good-will to all.—=Sel.

There is an unseen battlefield
In every human breast,

Where two oppositig forces meet,
But where they never rest.

The field is veiled from mortal sight;
"Tis only seen by One,

‘Who knows-alone where victory lies
‘When each day's work is done.

Hop Bitters, which, as a medicinal
remedy, is_widely advertised, is a highly
alcoholized preparation. Upon analysis it
shows that eighty-five parts in the hundred
are water, fourteen and a half alco-
hol, leaving one-hundredth part ‘or hop
extract, = All abstainers should uschew

this drug. —Social Reformer.
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TWO KINDS OF CARE.

St. Peter says: *‘ Casting all your care
(merimna) upon him ; for he careth (meli)
for you.” The first care signifies anxiety,
burden, something that divides thought
and harasses the soul. The second care,
that which God has for us, signifies regard,
keeping us upon his heart, restraineth us
from evil, following us day by day to suc-
cor us in our ignorance and weakness,

How totally unlike are these two kinds
of care! One is altogether unnecessary
and destructive. On the other hand,
God's care for us iz a regard that his na-
ture must bear for us so lung as he is
God, and is essentially saving and life-
giving to the whole universe. Ours is
the result of a diseased nature.
is the brightness of infinite purity, the
outgushing of tender pity, the exponent
of his great love, the object-lesson by
which he instructs us in righteousness.

How blessed it is that we can rest our
weary souls on him! We need not wait
for preparation if we are only sincere and
carnest. Let us come to him, even while
distracted and oppressed. His care for
us is, if possible, greater at such times.
If we wait and suffer alone, our distresses
will become increasingly grievous.

Nor are we to lay at his feet a portion
of our heavier burdens only. His care ex-
tends to every thing, whether of temporal
or spiritual interests,. How many err just
here!, They seem to think that God does
not wish to know. about the inmumerable
little perplexities of their lives, and so, in
failing to embrace their full privilege, con-
fidence in Him is weak when the deeper
trials are brought to his notice.

One thing, however, must never be for-
gotten, namely, God’s care for his children
does not aiways deliver them frem tyial.
"That very care proposes toseture their per-
fection of character. This is-the fitst and

supreme object in his view. ‘When this-

Divine purpose can he best- attaiiied, in
the wisdonl of God, through trial, his
blessed care over us not only sanctions,
but even sends, the sharp *“ thorn” or pre-
pares the ¢ fiery furnace.” *‘Casting all
your care upon him” is nut, therefore, to
insure exemption from trying circum-
stances, Rather, it is to feel the everlast-
ing arms about us, to hear his words of
comfort and promise, and to know that in
this way the power of Christis the fruit
of our earthly trial.

His care,

“IT IS MY BOY!”

Through Rochester, N. Y., runs the
Genesee river, between steep and rocky
banks. There are falls in the river and
dark recesses. One time a gentleman who
lived in the city had just arrived on the
train from a journey. He was anxious to

0 home and meet his wife and children.

e was hurrying along the' streets with a
bright vision of home in his mind, when
he saw on the bank of the river a lot of
excited men.

“ What is the matter?” he shouted.

They replied, ** A boy is in the water.”

‘ Why don't you save him ? " he asked.

In a moment, throwing down his carpet-
bag and pulling off his coat, he jumped -
into -the stream, ped: the-boyin his
arms and struggle(fr\:isth hinr-to the shore, -
and as he wiped the water from his drip-
ping face and brushed back the hair he
exclaimed, * O God, it is my boy!”

He plunged in for the boy of somebody
else and saved hisown. So we pluuge
into the waters of Christian self-denial,
labor, hardship, reproach, soul-travail,
prayer, anxious entreaty; willing to spend
and be spent, taking all risks, to save some
other one from drowning in sin-and death,
and do not know what a reflexive wave of
blessing will come to our own souls. In-
seeking to save others we save ourselves
and those most dear to us, while others,
[ too selfish to labor to save other people’s
children, often lose their own.

HE SIMPLY HAD TO ASK.

¢ T was told lately by a young man who
had been in Scotland.” says Rev. C. H.
Spurgeon, ‘‘that he caine one day to a
gate, when the gatekeeper's little girl ran
down and shut it, saying, .* Yowhsse not
to pay any. t]iir;ﬁ to pass; you have oMy to
say, ‘“ Please: allow me to go thropgh.’”
The young man did as _he.was dir‘eeted, .
and simply repeatéd, ¢Please allow'me to
go through,’ and the gate was immediately
opened. The owner just wished to pre-
serve the right of entrance, that was all.
So simply ¢ Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you.””

There are women by thousands who
dread to hear at the door the step that
once thrilled them with pleasure ; and

strong drink has done it.
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THEODORE CUYLER'S CHOICE.

Dr. Cuyler's name is a household word
in Britain and America. Our readers
have had in these pages much of his writ-
ing and will be interested in the following
bit of history from the pen of his friend,
Rev. Newman Hall, of London:

‘“Theodore Cuyler came of a family of
Jawyers. His father was a Justice of the
Peuce and Surrogate at the age of twenty-
eight, when he died, leaving Theodore,
at the age of four years, to the sole
guardianship and training of his mother.
His grandfather also was a lawyer, and the
firm was widely known, with a large prac-
tice. To thisit had been naturally de-
sired by the father, grandfather, and
family that the young child should succeed.
He was born to be a_lawyer, and already
his nest was feathered. But from his
birth his mother had dedicated him to the
service of the Temple. Her most earnest
prayer was that he might be a good min-
ister of Jesus Christ, in however humble
a sphere, rather than occupy any other
position, however lucrative and honorable.

Every one knew the mother’s wish; but
all condemned her for it, and resolved to
thwart it. The grandfather said to her,
“T am about to make my will. I have
the best legal library in the country, and
shall leave 1t to Theodore if you make him
a lawyer; but no books and no money if
you make him a priest. All depends on
you. I want your decision at once.”

It was a great shock to the mother, but
she replied, ‘I would not have him be-
come a priest of my making, but as far as
my influence can operate, I hope he will
become a minister of the gospel.”

He replied, ‘Very well! Remember,
T've no books and no money for priests.”

She went to live at Auburn, where the
youthful Samuel was sent to school. Her
first gift to him was a pocket Bible. He
was able to read at four years of age. But
the mother was very anxious about the
pecuniary means for educativn, cast off as
she was by the family, through what they
regarded as, her obstinacy and blindness
to the child’s interests. But she was sus-
tained hy the promise, ‘‘ Conunit thy way
unto the Lord and He will bring it to

.”  When the cloud was darkest the
grandfather died, and by his will had put
Theodore in the same position as his de-
ceased father. There was now no diffculty
in the way of education.

When nine years of age Theodore at-
tended some protracted prayer-meotings
held at the school; and after one of these
said:—** Mother, I've decided for Christ.”
At that early age he made his public con-
fession by membership with the church.
When sixteen he matriculated at Prince-
ton College, where he rempined three
years, and took honors. He was only
nineteen when he came on his first visit
to Europe, to complete his education by
foreign travel. Bearing introductions of
a high order, he was received by various
distinguished men, who were charmed
with the vivacious youth, overflowing with
cultured curiosity and Yankee wit.
Dickens and Carlyle were especially inter-
ested in him, and showed him no little
kindness.”

USES OF ADVERSITY.

A human being who has not labored
and grown weary, who has not suffered
and despaired, is not half a man. His
faculties are only in- the gristle. They
have no temper. They will not hold an
edge. There are great compensations for
the labors and trials of this short life.
We think them hard to bear, and they
are grievous. But when they grow out of
the conflict between good and evil in the
mind they are rich in their rewards. They
give a tone and temper to the soul which
can be acquired in no other way. They
lay the foundation for a superstructure of
life which will remain firmer than the hills,
and which- will rise above the level of
those who have known no labur, no con-
flict, and no sorrow.—=Sel.

Not a day passes over the earth but
men and women of no note do great deeds,
speak great words, and suffer noble sor-
rows. Of these obscure heroes, philoso-
phers, and martyrs, the greater part will
never be known till that hour when many
that were great shall be small, and the
small great.—Charles Reade.

. Dr. Scott, of Rutherglen. Scotland, has
in a generous manner handed over a capi-
tal sum of upwards of $60,000 to the
Foreign Mission Committee of the Free
Church, the annual interest of which sum
is to be expended on the Church’s niis-
sions in India and Africa.
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A SLEEPING CHURCH.

Mr. D. L. Moody relates the following :
There was a little story going the rounds
of the American press that made a great
impression upon me as a father. A father
took his Jittle child out into the field one
Sabbath, anllay down under & beautiful
shady tree, it being a hot day. The little
child run about gathering wild flowers and
little blades of grass, and coming to its
father and saying ‘‘Pretty, pretty!” At
last the father fell asleep, and while he
was sleeping the little child wandered
away.  When he awoke his first thought
was, ‘“ Where is my child?” He looked
all round, but could not see him. He
shouted at the top of his voice, and all he
heard was the echo of his own voice. No
response.  Then going to a precipice some
distance, he lovked down, and there upon
the rocks and briars he saw the mangled
form of his loved child. He rushed to
the spot, took up the lifeless corpse, and
hugged 1t to his bosom, and accused him-
self of being the murderer of his own
child. While he was sleeping, the child
had wandered over the precipice.

I thought, as I read that, whata picture
of the Church of God ! How many fathers
and mothers, how many Christian men,
are sleeping now, while their children
wander over the terrible precipice—a
thousand times worse than that precipice
—right into the bottomless pit of hell !
Father, where i your boy to-night? It
may be just out here in some public-house ;
it may be, reeling through the streets of
London ; it may be, passing on down to a
<drunkard’s grave. How many fathersand
mothers are there in London—yes, pray-
ing Christians, too—whose children are
wandering away, while they are slumber-
ing and sleeping 7 -Is it not time that the
Church of God should wake up and come
to the help of the Lord as one man, and

strive to beat back the dark waves of

death that roll-through our streets, bear-
ing "upon their bosom the noblest young
men wo have? O, my God, wake up the
LChurch, and let us trim our lights and go
forth and work for the kingdom of God !

There are two things which wil' make
us happy in this life, if we attend to them.
The first is never to vex ourselves about
what we cannot help; and the second is
never to vex ourselves about what we can
hielp.

ONLY A STEP TO HEAVEN.

I shall never forget one summer after-
noon, when I was preaching in a village
chapel about the joys of heaven, that an
elderly Indy sitting on my right kept look-
ing to me with Intense delight. Some
people’s eyes greatly help the preacher.
A telegraph goes on between us. She
seemed tosay to me: ‘““Bless God for
that. How I am enjoying it!” She kept
drinking in the truth, and I poured out
more and more precious things about the
eternal kingdom and the sight of the Well-
Beloved, till I saw what 1 thought was a
strange light pass over her face, T went
on, and those eyes were still fixed on me.
She sat still as a marble figure, and I
stopped and said.:—‘“‘Friends, I think
that yon sister over thereis dead.” They
said that it was even so, and they bore
her away. She had gone. While I vna
telling of heaven, she had gone there ;and
T remember saying that I wished it had
been my case as well as hers. It was
better not, perhaps, for many reasons;
but O ! how I did envy her! Iam always
looking for the day when I shall see her
again. I shall know those eyes. I am
sure I shall. T shall recollect that face,
if in heaven she is anything like what she
was here, or bears any mavks of identifica~
tion. 1 shall not forget that inward fel-
lowship which existed between a soul that
stood with wings outspread for glory and
the poor preacher who was trying to talk
of that which he knew but little of com-
pared with her. Well, well, it will soon
bemy turn. Good night, poor world!
It will soon be your turn, and then you
shall say: **Good-night.,” Let us mect
in glory. Let us-meet in glory, for Jesus
Christ’s sake. Amen.—Spurgeon.
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AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION
: LIBRAR ES.

-1, Little People’s Picture Libravy,

50 vols. 10.00

2, Sunday Hour Library, 75 vols. 14.50
3. Nutional Library No. 1, 100 vols, 25.00

4. Grand Choice Libmry, No. 1, 50

vols, 20.50.
5. Grand Choice Library No. 2, 50

vols. 22.00
6. Grand Choice Library No. 3, 50

vols. . 25.00

7. Crown Library, 50 vols. 27.50

These Libraries are in neat wooden cases,
and will be found both good and cheap.

PRESBYTERIAN BOARD'S LATEST
WORKS. N
1. Home Making, by Rev J. R.

Miller

2. Home Whispers, by Rev. H. A.
Nejson, D.D.

3. Corea Without and Within

4. Scotland’s Influence on Civiliza-
tion 1.

5. In His Steps, by Prof. R. Miller,,

$1.00

§5

a book for Communicants 75
6. Womanhood Sermons, addressed

to Women, cheap Puper Edi-

tion~, 12
7. Church History in brief, by Prof.

James Moffat, D.D. 1.75

CHEAP EDITIONS. .

English Stories for Children, 12 as-

sorted Storics, Colared Ilus, 36

. FOR 1886.

Peloubet’s Select Notes 1.25

Half Hours with the Lessons, being
forty-eight Sermons by emi-
nent Preachers of Uniteds .
States. < Papef édition "85

‘Westniinster Question Hand Book 18
REVISED BIBLES.

Small Type, Cloth 1.00

Larger b < 2.10

. ¢ Leather 2.80

MacGrecor & Kxicur,
125 Granville St., Halifax.

THE RIGHT STAND.

The Methodist Episcopal Chureh of the
United States is thoroughly and ofticially
pledged to prohibition. The Discipline
declares it to be the duty of the civil
government to prohibit all traflic in alco-
holic drinks. At the last General Con-
ference this declaration was indorsed, and
the following addition was made: **We
are unaltem?)]y opposed to the -enactment
of laws that propose by license, taxing or
otherwise, to regulate the drvink trafhic,
because they provide for its continuance
and afford no protection against itsravages.
We hold that the proper attitude of
Christians toward this traflic is one of un-
compromislng opposition ; and while we
do not presume to dictate to our people as
to their political afiliations, we do express
the opinion that they should not permit
themselves to be controlled by party
organizations that are managed in the
interest ‘of the liguor traftic,”

It is well at times to refresh one's self
and strengthen one’s faith with figures hke
these. A Japanese chronicle: 1859, ar-
rival of the first Protestant missionaries ;
1866, after seven years, only one baptism ;
1872," January-—ten native Christians ;
1872, March 10—the first Japgn church
organization of eleven men ; 1385, there
are 120 Protestant churches, with nearly
8,000 members. In Tokio, the capital,
alone, thare are twenty-nine churchesand
2,279 members,

Every true Christian life needs its daily
‘““silent time,” when all shall be still, when
the busy activities of other hours shall
cease, gnd when the heart, in holy hush,
shall commune with God. One of the
greatest needs of Christian life to-day is
the revival of devotion. ©Ours is notan
age of prayer so much as of work, The
tendency is to action rather than. to wor-
ship—to Dusy_ toil rather -than to’ quiet

| sitting at the Saviour's feet to commune

with, :

Presbyterianism in Bermuda has a very
ancient history. . It was first introduced
into the islands in 1612 by George Keith,
a Scotchman, when the country was ruled
by a company of Virginia adventurers.
Now we have two congregations in Ber-
muda. . -
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SYMPATHY.

You do not know how slight an expres-
sion of sympathy is a source of strength
and relief. Go te your friend in %\is
trouble, even if you can say nothing;
write to him, if you can only tell him that
you share his suffering. Ingenious at-
tempts to explain to him that he is pro-
bably exaggerating the greatness of the
calamity that has fallen upon him, and
overlooking considerations that might
lessen his distress, will probably produce
resentment.  He will feel that he knows
more about it than you do, and that you
are presumptuous, impertinent, sacriligi-
ous, in your attempts to measure the ex-
act limits of his grief. What he wants is
not your ingenious philosophy, but just a
touch of your heart. Some people have
what may be called the gift of sympathy,
and a charming gift it is. Easily, natural-
1y, without effort, they respond to all the
changing circumstances and moods of those
about them. They have tears for the
sorrows of their friends, and a flood of
sunlight for their joys.—(hristian Advo-
cate,

THE LIGHT WITHIN.

Has it over been a part of your work to
cleanse agd polish a lamp chimney ? If so,
then you can scarcely have failed to notice
how easil{ deceived one is as to when ‘the
work is thorough and complete. Welook
ab the glasg, and it seems quite bright and
clenr, with not a blur or blemish. But
wait till evening comes, and the bright
flame is lighted within. Ah, how manya
blur before unseen, how many a blemish
unnoticed, how much less clear and stain-
less than it appeared in the ordinary day-
light!

And is it not just so with the heart?
We brighten it hastily, as it were, with
the usual daily devotions and imperfect
seli-examination, and glancing at it think
it dves well enough. But when something
suddenly touches a match to the wick of
cunscience within, and there flames up the
clear. steady light of God’s pure law, how
many a blur, and spot uncleansed, how
many a stain stands forth revealed, ob-
scuring the perfect holiness which should
shine forth in those who are as lights in
the world, '

Then, if we would know when our work
is purs and perfect, let us light that flame

within oftener, and be not satisfied with
the polish which is only in outward ap-
pearance.— Yowng Chwrchman.,

AN UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER.

Dr. Francis Wayland said :—*¢ When o
man becomes a member of Christ’s society,
by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, he
has apprehension by faith of the sacrifice
which Christ has made for his redemption.
The incarnate Sun of God gave himself up
without any reservation for him, and bore
his sins in his own body on the tree.
What can he do to testify his gratitude for
love such as this? Instinctively, he sur-
renders himself, all that he has, for time
and for eternity, to his Redeemer. He
yields himself up to Christ, that he may
be wholly - formed in his likeness. His
ambition henceforth is to obey every com-
mand of Christ, and in his humble manner
do as Christ did and live as Christ lived.
The object for which Christ lived and died
and rose again is the object for which he
lives. He has become a member of that
body of which Christ is the head, and the
vitality which animates the head animates
the remotest extremity. Christ dwells in
his heatt by faith, a soul within his soul,
inciting him to copy the example which
he set before us when he was manifest in
the flesh. Such is the mould into which
the believer is cast.” P

A MOTHER'S MISTAKE.

" A correspondent at a distance tells this
sad story: ‘“There is now living in this
county an eoctogenarian who relates the
following circumstance: *She was called
to attend the last illness of her son, who
died within two miles of her. He had
been a prosperous man in worldly matters
| “inarried_the daughter of a prominent
judge, and had accumulated considerable
means. He had, however, never been
concerned much about religious imatvers,
; He was racked and tormented with paii
and realized that the end was nigh.
¢Mother,” he said, ‘you taught me how
, to live and get on in the world, but-you
did not teach me how to die; now Y am
lost.” ¢Oh! how it wrunz my hes.t,’ she
! would add with bitter tears. They buried
, him with no ground for hope, sv faras I
' know,




