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¢ LET US CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER TO PROVOKE UNTO LOVE AND TO Goon works.’—lirsrews x.24.

—

Vor. I.

DIVINITY.

THE WITNESSING CHURCH.
A SERMON,
DY THL REY. JOUN HARRIS.

¢ Ye arc my witnesses, soith the Lord, that 1 am
God.’—[saiah xliii. 12,

. Tugueis one important respect in which all ob-
jects in the universe, from the atom to the arche
angely unite: all ate witnesses fr God. e whe
made all things for himself, has sv mode them,
thaty volumtarily or suvoluntatily, according to
tlieir respective natuies, they disunctly attest the
divine cxistence and character. He has not left
it contingent whether they give such testimony
ot not. “The great name of the Ma¥rissuwoven
into the texture of cverything lie has made. So
that even if the creature possess a willy and that
will become depraved, and guiltily withhold st
sntelligent tastimony 1o the divine enistence, an
cloquent and incorruptible witness is still to be
found in the physical constitution of that crea-
ture 5 if the fool should say in lis heart, ¢ Thare
is no God,"” every pulse of that heart replies,
¢« There is,” and evcry atom of that vital organ
adds, ¢ He is thy Maker.”?

As the nature of the material witnesses differs,
it fullows of course that the mnanner in which they
render their evidence will vary accordingly. In
regard to some of them, the marks of design and
beneficence ate 50 obvious, that they may be said
to be ever speaking for God, without solicatation,
—~the divine signature is visibly imprinted on
their surface.  In regard to others, the evidence
liea deeper, and must be sought for patiently. In
such cases, while the witnesscs are under exami-
nation—while the investigation is proceeding
from link to link in the chein of evidence—~the
uogodly sometimes unseasonably cxult, and the
timid and uninformed believer in revelation trem-
hles for the issue. But he need not. Let Lim
ouly wait confidently, as God does,till the exami-
nation be com{_vlcte, till the inquiry has reached
the Jast link of the chain, and thatlink will inva-
riahly be found in the hand of God. .

Chemistry—once the stronghold of the sceptic
—bhas long since discovered fhat no substance in
nature is simple and unmixed ; in other words,
that everything is in & made state—that cven the
atom is an attificial, manufactured thing: so that
an argument for God lies hid in every particle of
which the globe is composed; and & witness is in
Teserve in every pebble we pass; and a final ap-
peal is ladged for him in the clements, ot first
puinciples, of all things: thus demolishing the al-
tar which scepticism had crected, to the etemity
of the world, and replacing it by an altar dedicai-
od and inscribed to the Divine Creator.  So that,
if we hold our Euce, or withhold our homage, the
very stones wi out.

Geology—the voice of the earth, the Pompeii

of natural religion, the witness now under exami-

nalion—2 Wilness r2ised from the grave of a for-
mer world, is producing hicr primitive formations,
to ahew that even they ate in a made state and
her fossil skeletons, 13 shew that they bear indv-
bitable matks of having come from the hand of
the one Great Designes s leaving us 10 infer, that,
could we veach the fonndations of the eatth, we

should find it inscribed with the name of the Di-

vine Architect—that, could we penstrate to the

central atom of the glohe, it would speak for God 3

and thus impelling us to erect, out of the wreck

of a former world, & tample to Him who hath
created all things new.

Astronomy lcads us forth into the vast amphi-
theatrs of nature, to gaze on ten thousznd-tizics
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ten thousand burning worlds: and are they not all
witnesses for God? ~For are they not all in mo-
tion? ‘I'his is not nature, but miracle. ‘Uhe first
miracle was the production of matter—the second,
to make that matter move. Its natural state is
rest; but here are unnumbered myriads of mate-
tial worlds in motion, out of their natural state, in
an artiticial, constiained, preternatural state. They
arc all God’s witnesses.  The stars in their counses
fight against irreligion. Each of theni, obedient-
ly fullowed, is 2 star of Bethlehem—a guide into
the Divine presence.  Iach of them rushes
through inumcusity as a miracle, and a messenges
from God to the universe, proclaiming, ¢ There
is a Gol, and the hand of that Gud is upon me :*
and all of them unite— ycs, this is the real music
of the spheres, the chorus of cre.tiun i—all ofthem
unite in proclaiming his «teinal power and god-
head. in the estunation of the P'salmist, the cre-
ation is a vest temple; and often did he summon
the creatares, and join them in a universal song
of praise. And Jobn heard the chorus.  The
noise and din of a distracted world may drown
their voices here. < But,” saith he, “every
creature which i3 in heaven, and on the carth,
and under the carth, and such as are in the sea,
and all that wie in tfxcm, hicard [, saying, Bles-
sing and honour, and glory, and power, be unto
him that sittcta upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb for ever”  Thus nature, with all her my-
riad voices, is ever, making affiunation and oath
of the divine caistence, and filling the universe
with thie echo of hispraise.

But since the period of the creation, & new state
of things has arisen, and a new order of witnesses
has cunsequently become necessary.  Sinhas en-
tored the wolde  Man has fullen away from his
Maker, and has renounced tue divine authority.
To say, thetefore, that there is a God, and that
that God is wise, powerful, and good, is only tv
say, in effect, that there is ground for the greatast
apprehiension and alarm: for sin is a guilty im-
parchment of that wisdom, a hostile defiance of
that power, and a wilful afiront of that goodness.
The question, therefore, now arisss, what is the
course which the offended Majesty of heaven is
likely to take towards us? What, under these
new circumstances, are the new terns on which
we stand with im?  Will justice have free
course against us? And if not, what isto tum
ituaside? On this anxious topic, nature has re-
ceived no instructions, and is silent. « The
Depth said, ¢ 1L is notin me*  Clouds of gloom
have gathered and settled into thick darkness
tound about liis thione,—and whether the light
that will cventually burst forth from that gloom
will be 2 fierce flash, to scathe and destioy, or a
zeuial ray, to enkindle hope, nature could not
furetel. By the introduction of sin, our condition
had become preternatutal, and the voice that
speaks to us, thercfore, must be supematural.
God must become bis own witness,

And he did s0. Breaking the fearful silence
which sin had produced, and which might have
lasted forever, he spoke to us.  And every accent
ho uttered was an accent of love. His first sen-
tence contained hope forthe wo:ld.  He signified
that it was his divinc atention to save, and an-
nowunced at once 2 coming Redeemer.  Then God
islove! The great question is answered—the
grand sccret has transpired, that God islove !
And the worll must know it. ‘The veil which
sin had raised between God ond us has fullen~—
and, Lchold, ¢ Godislove 1 And cvery crea-
ture under heaven must hearof it.  The happi-
niess of every man depands on his hnowing it
4 This is life cternal, to know thee the only tme
God, and Jesus Chiist whom thoa hast sent.??

But if the knowledse of the divine character

bLe thas indispensable, how shall that knowledge
be made most qecessivle and available ? As na-
tions nultiply, and onc generation succeeds ano-
thier, how shall this sacred tr asure be preserved
and transmitted 7 Depravity will tamper with its
holiness , who shall guaid it from polluted hanids ?
Penitence and fear will question its truth; who
shall cncourage them to belicve it?  Unbelief
will dispute 1ty authenticity ; who shall bear wit-
ness for God?  All will need ity for it is easential
to salvation ; how shall it be made accessible ?

Now thesc questions had been anticipated by
the ctemal mind, and ullthese nccessitics provid-
cd for, iu his purpose of iustituting a chucch—a
socicty of witnesses fur God.  The design of thus
divine institulion, lndeed, 1s two-fold—pattly,
promute the welfare of its own memoers 5 Lut
principally, to be a witaess for God, an instiument
of his mercy tothe woild. It is fust a focus, in
winch all the light fron, heaven shoald mcet, anc
all the sanctified cxcellence of earth be collected
and combined ; that it might neat be a centre,
whenee the light of truth might constantly 1a-
diate, and pour forth in all directions over the
face of the carth.

And, accordingly, the general remaiks to which
I would now solicit your devout atiention, relate
o the following important positions :—that the
church of God is expressly designed, in its1elative
c2pacity, and as the depositary of the knowledge
of salvation, to be his witness to the world ; that
in cveiy age it has prospercd or declined in pro-
pottion as it has fulfilled or neglected this special
office ; that its motives and its responsibility fur
answering this cnd are greater now-than at’ any
preceding period of its history 3 and that this con-
siderztion should induce its members ansiously to
survey its wants, and its sesources for answering
that end: and may the divine Founder of the
Church be graciousf;' present, by his Spirityto atd
our meditations.
(To be continved.)

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS.

—ae

VIVINE AUTHORITY OF THE HOLY SCRAPIURLS.

Variors convincing,and unanswetable Treatis
s2s have Yéen written on the Genuineness, Aue~
thenticity, Inspiration, &c. of the Holy Seriptures
—a subject of infinite moment to :1l men, os the
Saviour hath said, «In them ye think ye have
clemnal life.?> Many, however, of these admira-
ble works are of considerable catent, and require
great attention to the reasoning by which theie
authors reach the proof, 1o which their argumen-
tation is directed ; and cannot ecasiiy be compre-
hiended by juvenileor fecbleminds.  “The follow-
ing Arguinent, which Mr. Wesley calls < A clear
and concisc Demonstration of the Divine Inspira~
tion of the Holy Scriptures,”® while it is unan-
swerably convincing in its proofy is yet so simple
in its form, as o b2 easily understood hy the fee-
blest capacity, and wmay be successfully wielded
by the most youthful and timid believer, to the
confusion of ¢ scoffer and infidel—cnabling him
¢ to give an answer {focvery man that asketh him,
a reason of the licpe that is aa him, with meck-
ness and fear.”

There are foar grand and poweifal arguments
which stron3ly induce us tohalieve that tne Bible
must be fiom God,y-viz: miracles. pophecics, the

grodness of the dactrinz, and the moral character
of the penmen.  All the miracles flow fiom Divine
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Power; all the prophecies from Divine Under-
standing ; the goodness of the docttine from Di-
vine Gooduess; and the moral character of the
penmen from Divine Holiness.

Thus Christianity is built upon four ¢ zand pil-
lars, viz: the Power, Undentanding, Goodness,
and Holiness of Ged : Divine Power is the source
of all the miracles; Divine Understanding, of all
tlse prophecies 3 Divine Goadness, of the goodness
of the doctrme 3 and Divine Holiness, of the mo-
tal character of the penmen.

1 beg leave to propose a short, clear, and strong
araunent, to prove the Divine lnspiration of the
Holy Sciiptures.

he Bible must be the invention either of ool
men or angels, bad men or devils, or of God.

1. 1t conld not be the invention of good men or
angels, for they neither would nor could make a
book, and tell lies all the time they were writing
ity saving, Thus saith the Lord, when it was
their own 1vention,

2. It could not be the invention of bad men or
devils, for they would not make a book which
commands all duty, forbids all sin, and comlemrs
their own sauls to hell to all eternity,

3. Therefote, I draw this conclusion, That the
Bible must be given by Divine Inspiration,

LETTER OF MRS. SUSANNAH WESLEY, TO HER SON,
THE REV. JOUN WESLEY, AM.

Tne following Letter on the nature and propes-
ties of Love, (says Dr. A. Claike,) would be a gem
even in the best written Treatise on the powers
and passions of the human mind. The conclud-
wng advice, telative to the mode of treating such
matters in public preaching, must interest all those
who minister at the altar of the Lord.

¢ THroole, May 14, 1727.

¢ Dean Sox,—The difficulty there is in sepa-
rating the ideas of things that neatly tescmble
cach other, and whose properties and effects are
much the same, has, 1 believe, induced some to
think that the human soul has no passion but
rove; and that all those passions or affections
which we distinguish by the names of hope, fear,
jov, &c. are no more than various modes of love.
“This notion earries some show of reason, though
{ can®t acquiesce init. I must confess, 1 never
yet met with such an accurate definition of the
passion of lore, as fully satisfied me. ftis, in-
deed, commonly defined a desive of union with a
inown or apprehended good. But this directly
makes love and desire the same thing; which, on
a close inspection, ¥ conceive they ate not: for
this reason—dessre is slron}éesi, ana acts most vi-
sorously, when the beloved object is distant, ab-
sant, or 2pprehiended unkind or displeased 3 where-
as, when the union is altained, and fruition per-
Jrcty complacency, delight, and joy, fill the soul
of the lover, while desire lies quiescent ; which
plainly shews, (at least to me,) that desire of union
is an effect of love, and not love itself.

¢ What, then, is love? or how shall we de-
szribe its strange mysterious essence?  Itis—I
éo not know what! A powerful something !—
souice of our joy and grief! Felt and experienced
uy every one, and yet unknown to ali! Nor
saall we ever comprehend what 1t is, till we are
u.ited to our sist principle, 2nd there read its
wendrous nature in the clear mirror of uncreated
s.ove? Till which time it is best to vest satisfied
with suach apprehensions of its essence us we can
colleet fiom our observations of its effects and
wepettics; for other knowledge of ity ia our pre-
113 statey is too high und tco wenderful forus
—rcititer can we attain unto it.

+¢ Sutler now a word of advice. Iowever cu~
-ings you may be in se.nhing into the nature, or
w1 distingehling (e propertics, of the passions
o virtues of humen Lindy for your owa private
« tisfaction 3 be very cautious in giving nice dis-
1actions in public axscmblies, for it docs not an-
swes the tiue cnd of preaching, which is to mend
men’s livesy and not &l their beads with unpro-
fiatle spoculations. And after all that can be
said, every afiection of the soul is better known
W eaperience than any description that can be
aven of it. An honest man will more castly ap-
sreheidd what is meant by being zealous for God,
£ against sin, when hie heas what are the pro-
s+ 1ties and cffcets of true zealy than the most ac-
< srate definition of its cssence.

s*Duar Son, the conclusion of your letter is
very kind.  That you were ever dutiful, I very

well know. But 1 know myself enough to rest
satisficd with a moderate degrec of your afiec-
tion, Indeed it would be unjust in me to desire
the love of any one.  Your prayers t want and
wish ; nor shall I cease, while 1 live, to bescech
Almighty God to bless you, Adieu.”

Eryesus was the metropolis of Proconsular
Asia.  This celebeated city, the remains of which
give a high idea of its former beauty, extent and
magnificence, was situated in that part of Asia
which was anciently called Ionia, (but now Na-
tolia,) about five miles from the Egean Sca, on
the sides and at the foot of a range of mountains
overlooking a fine plain, that was watered and
fertilized by the river Caysler. Ephesus was
particularly celebrated for the temple of Diana, a
most magniticent and stately e. “fice, which had
been erected at the common expense of the inha-
bitants of Asia Proper, and wasreputed one of
the scven wonders of the world.  Widely scat-
tered and noble ruins attest the splendour of this
edifice, as well as of the theatre mentioned in Acts
xix. 3L In the time of St. Paul, this city
abounded with orators and philosophers ; end its
inhabitants, in their Gentile state, were celebrated
for their jdolatry and skill in magic, as well as for
their luxury and Jasciviousness, ~ Ephesus is now
under the dominion of the Aurks, and is in a
state of almost total ruin, beiny teduced to fif-
teen poor cottages, (crected not exactly on its ori-
ginal site); and its once flourishing church, of
which an account is given in our preface to the
Epistle to the Ephesians, in October, 1822, was
diminshed to len poor Greeks., (Kev.ii.6.) It
1s not known from whom the Nicolaitans mention-
ed in the Epistle to the Ephesian Church, derived
their name. They are supposed to have held the
opinion, sutsequently adopted by the Gnostics,
who denied the humanity of Jesus Christ,and the
reality of his sutlerings in the flesh ; and in their
practices, which are noticed in Rev. ii. 6, with
detestation, they are said to have been singularly
profligate and impure. They are supposed to have
been alluded to in 24 Peter, ii. and Jude 7-19.
In the time of the Romans, Ephesus was the me-
tropolis of Asia.—IHorne.

Erratomo—-The following paragraph was,
through mistake, omitted by the printer, as con-
cluding the article on Divination, inour last num-
ber:—

We have no reason to infer that Joseph prac-
tised divination by the cup; although, acconling
to the superstition of those times, supernatural in-
fluence might be attributed to his cup. And as
the whole transaction related in Gen, xliv. was
merely intended to deceive his brethren forashort
time, he might as well affect divination by his
cup, as affcct to belicve that they had stolen it.
e

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

CURISTIAN DISPENSATION.
{coxTiNuED.]

Wuire the -divine origin of Christianity, and
the savang power of the Gospel, were demunstrat-
ed by the amazing success which attended the la-
houts of the apostolic preachers of that Gospel
among the Gentile nations 3 the hostility of Sdtan
to the rising and spreading Church, was soon ma-
nifested by the persecutions and sufferings to which
the Christians were exposed. 1t is supposed, that
during the first three centurics, not less than three
millions poiished for the name of Jesus.

The fisst persceutors of Christianity (says Cro-
ly) were the Jaws.  The fear that the new dis-
peasation would supersede their law 3 and the su-
blimne boldness of the Apostles, who openly charg-
ed them with the death of our Lord as = sacrile-
gious murder, stirred the Sanhedsim to wven-
geance, Three distinguished serventsof the Faith,
Stephen, James the son of Zehedee, and James
the Just, head of the Church of Jerusalem, were
slainy 2nd the Church was altogether dispersed,
excepting the Apostles. SActs viii. 1.)

The scattered Disciples were still pursued.
Messengers were sent by the High Priest to the
Jews living out of Palestine, to persecute; and
they were represcnted to the proverbial jealousy
of Rome as rebels, impaticat of her govemment,

and acknowledging an alien and sclf-clected so-
vereign.

‘The heathen history of those tines is imperfect,
But it is impossille to doubit that the calumnices of
a people, dwelling in every part of the empire,
habitually dexterous, and on whom prejudice scems
to fix a more inveterate grasp than on any other
amang mankind, must have prepared their impe-
tial masters for violence against Christianity. Thae
occasion suddenly occurred, and the terrible
course of Pagan persecution began.

In the tenth year of Nero, and two ycars be-
fore the commencement of the final war of tho
Jews, Rome was almost burned to the ground. Of
the fourteen quarters of the city, but four remain-
ed ; mullitudes petished. The suspicions of the

eople were fixed upon the Emgcror; and, as the
ristorian remarks, they might be well entitled ¢~
charge any atrocity upon the notorions murderer
of his mother and his wife  To avest his danger,
Necro threw the crime upon the Christians, alrea~
dy obnoxious to Paganisin, and amounting to a
¢ great multitude?? in Rome.

‘T'acitus, almost a contemporary, describes their
deaths as combining all the forns of horror,
« They dicd in torments, and their tormeats were
embittered by insult and desision. Some were
auiled to crosses; others were sewn up in the
skins of wild beasts, and exposed to the fury of
dogs; others, again, smecared over with combus-
tibfe materials, wwere used as torches to illuminate
the darkness of the nigbt.

¢« The gardens of Nero were destined for the
melancholy spectacle, which was accompanied
with a horse~tace, and honoured with the pre~
sence of the Emperor, who mingled among the
popx’n}acc in the dress and attitudes of a chariot-
ecr. .

The agonies of the sacrifice overwhelmed even
the national ferocity of the Romans. ¢ The pub-
lic abhorrence wos changed into commisseration,
as the opinion grew that those unhappy wretches
were sacrificed, not so much to the public wel-
fare, as to the cruelty of a jealous tyrant,”?

This was the act of an acknowledged lover of
blood. Butit i3 too high an honout to the spirit
of Paganism to doubt that it was in principle a
persecutor.  The Pagan, accustomed to the sisht
of a multitude of idols, might, in geaeral, feel
no keen alarm at the increase of their number by
the contributions of Egypt or Asia. The line
drawn between the ancient idolatrics was no ab-
mipt and frowning barrier.  The Roman cye saw
the religions of the world, like its territory,
spread out, an easy level to Roman conquest and
association; the same powers of nature, the same
poctic fable, often the same heroes, made the my-
thology of the subject and the master; and the
religion of Romé followed the example of its po-
lity, and gave the rights of citizenship to the
stranger.

But the spirit only slumbered. It was livin
in the laws of all Paganism. The introduction o
¢ strange gods®® was a matter of public vigilance.
The temples of forcign idolators were sometimes
plundered and overthrown; new opinions were
visited with the severity of the state. < It is
difficult,? says Plate, ¢ {o attain, and dangerous
to publish the knowledge -of the true God.” In
Greece, the fount of religions law to the ancient
world, the namo of Atheist, or dissident from the
popular worship, was ruinous. The fate of So-
crates is proverbial. The Athenians bumed the
books of Protagoras.  St. Paul was brought before
the Arcopagus for prezching ¢strange gods.”?
(Acts xvii.)  Josephus charges the Athenians with
merciless severity to those who spoke against
their national faith. In the conference between
Augustus, Agrippa, and Macenan, destribed by
Dion Cassius, Dxcenas declares the reccived op-
nion of the sovcreign’s duty. ¢ Do thou thyself
worship the gods, strictly in the manner of the
country, and compel others to do so; but those who
bring in strange practices ia those things, hate
and punish.” .

Judeism, for ages a living testimony against
heathenism, had yet seldom atltracted petsecution §
but the essential adaptationof its law to a peculiar
people, and its rigid and hermit-like remoteness
from general intercourse, had rendered it an ob-
ject rather of scom than of alarm. Few things
in ancient history ate more remarkable than tha
slight impression made upon the manncrs orlearn-
ing of Greece and Nome by Judzism ; easy of ac-

cess as were ils Scriptures; close as Judea was
to Europe ; curious and magnificent as were its
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tics, dispersed at wide intervals through the em-
pire, carried on theit solitary work of holiness al-
most unknown.  Asia, the greatest of all the pro-
vinces, and at length the favoured seat of the
Emperors, exhihited the faith in its grandeut.
‘Through the whole period of future petsecution,
the weight of the storm was turned upon Asia.
The fecbler and more distant communitics felt
the visitation from age to age, but on Asia fell the
perpetual thunder.

'}'hc decree of Trajan was the first direct and
formal rule, the statute against Christianity, It
was made the Principlc of all legislation on the
subject of the Church ; and, however modified by
the chatacter of successive sovetcigns, it esta-
blished persecution as the law of the empire.

A.D. 303. ‘This law continued during two
centuries. The violence of Paganism “had alter-
nately burst out and subsided, Tike the flashes of
a great conflagration, broader or feebler from time
to time, but continuaily buming. The name of
Christian was, throughout the whole period, 2
source of hazard, often of plunder, often of death.
The habitual heathen love of blood, the yrover-
bial avarice of the Roman govemors, the personal
revenge of individuals, the roused and merciless
jealousy of the Pagan priesthood, were principles
that no moderation of the Empcrors counld have
extinguished. But, when a tyrant or a bigot
asconded the throne, he found in them an ex-
haustless and wild power of desolation. Multi-
tudes of Christians had been sacrificed ; their no-
blest leaders, theic wise, their pure, their aged,
had been, from 'yezu- to year, flung into adisho-
houred grave before their eyes; matrons and maid-
ens had been tortured in the midst of barbarian
rioty and the haughty and insulting scandals of
the officials of Kome ; no Christian ceuld be se-
cure of his property, his freedom, or his life, be-

sacred customs and worship; and profound, phi-
Josophical aml splendid os was the spiritof its
Jaws, its religion, und its language. The storm,
that was to sweep away Paganism, gathered in
Judma; but it hung there, like the storm of the
rophet, ¢ a cloud no bigger than a man’s hand,”
?t came with Christianity, suddenly covered the
horizon, and at once fixed every cye of the pagan
world in wrath or terror.

Judwrism and Paganism were hostile powers kept
frons conflict by a great intermediate descrt;
Chuistianity and Paganism were hostile powers
standing upon the same soil, and committed by
their nature in a struggle which was to end but
by the extiuction of either. There was an utter
ineapalility of alliance between them. The idols,
the: pompous and mystic ceremonial, the still
darker practices of the heathen worship, were all
profanation to the Christian. The converts shrank
from them, the apostles denounced them 2s things
irrational, criminal, and devoted to speedy ruin.
But idolatry was still upon the throne; and the
whole rai;e of a despotic government, alarmed by
the novelty of resistance 3 the frenzy of a powet-
ful and superstitious priesthood, inflamed by the
open revolt from its ritual ; and the headlong self-
interest of the thousands and tens of tnousands,
dependent on the costly expenditure of the tem-
ples; rolled in one fiery stream of persecution
against the people of God.

A. D. 68. e first persecution closed onl
with the death of Nero. The slaughter whic
had shocked even Rome, accustimed as it was to
the gladiatorial shows, lasted four years. It has
been idly doubted whether this suifering extend-
ed beyond the city. The popular mind was al-
ready infuriated. " There must have been multi-
tudes who waited only for the impesial nod to
strike down the church. When Nero held
and drove his chariot by the light of the bumning
Christians, the populace in the remote and half
barbarian dependencies must have claimed their
privilege of imitating the master of the empire.
Christianity once branded in Rome, must liave
borne its mark for popular contumely wherever it
wandered through the Roman world,

A. D.96. During the btief interval between
the death of Neto and the last year of Domitian,
the Church enjoyed comparative peace. The
Jews, her sleepless persecutors, had been stricken

+ down by the Jong threatened vengeance, and were
i Tow an outcast people.  Even the proverbial cru-
elty of Domitian was too busy with senatorial
v d:gghter to have leisare for pursuit of peasant
blood. But he was at last roused by the umour
7, that his throne was to be seized by some new so-
.- vereign, of the kindred of our Lord. Pcrsecu-
tion instantly burst out; but after & year’s conti-
nuance, it subsided on the death of the tyrant.
*In the former persecution, St. Peter and St Paul
are presumed o have been slain. In this, St.
John was banished to Patmos, where the Apoca-

Church was not destroycd, but it was deepl

bruiscd and wounded, and nothing but the hand,
which touched the dead and they arose, eould
have sustained it in that day of terror. What
deeper earthly misery can there be than that of
a condition in which every man might be an ac-
cuser, and every accuser catried death upon his
lips!—where the whole power of a great public
bady, including the first ranks of the empire, was
sullenly fixed on blood ; where the empite was 2
despotism, in the hands of = fool or 2 madman,
himself in the hands of a profligate and fierce sol-
diery, who hurried despot after despot up the
steps of the throne, to mnithcm fromi 1t with the
rapidity of criminals from the scaffold ; and where
the perpetual cloud of burning and massacre, that
hung over Rome, threw jts broad coverture over
the rapines and cruelties of governors and people
to the gordeu of the cmgirc. Within one hundred
and forty-three years, from the death of Antoni-
nus the philosopher to the aceession of Constan-
tine, Rome saw no less than thirty-eight empe-

lypse was given. rors and partners of the empire, almost the entire
A. D. The death of Nerva, the successor |of whom were slain in popular convalsions, or
of Domitian, gave the throne to ﬂajun, 2 brave | rebellions of the soldiery. * The whole ponderous

fabric of the state had becn for ages tumbling,
beam by beam; and what wust have been the
sufferings of those sure to be stricken down, who-
ever cscaped, and with no hope of exemption
from public fury, but in the sweeping ruin, which
left 3ll alike sufferers, naked to every wind of|
heaven, cxiles or slaves, without an altar, and
without 2 countsy !

soldier, and & vigorous king, but infected with
the double prejudices of theg Roman and the ido-
lator.  Popular violence had continued to disturb
the Clmrc_ fn the provinces; and when the
younger Pliny was, in_the third s'ear of Trajan,
sent as proconsul to Asia, he found it the object of
general severity.  His celebrated letter gives
equal proof of the innocence of the Christians,
the fury of their enemies, and the sin‘fulu igno-

-

rance of even the most philosopbic and inquirin
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swer to the letter established the law for the em-

pire:—¢ That the Christians were not to be ofi- | THE LZB OF THE REV. JOHN.WESLKY, A
ciowsly 30ught after, but that such as were ac- —

sused and convicled of an adherence {o Christionity, [coxcrroEp.)

were o be put fo death, a8 soicked citizens, if they | The state in which the separation of the United

did not return o the religion of their ancestors.
Such was the legislation of Paganism. Itisclear
that this law left the Christians exposed tu the
most extensive and continued suffering. It made
the mere profession of Christianity a erime. It
oed the power of accusing to all, and it left no
ternative but apostecy or death.

The Asiatie churches, I and distinguish-
od from the beginning, , in & few yearg:’ be-
come almost the only establishment of Christian-
{.. The Church in Jerusalem had been scatter-

in the general ruin of the Jews. The Church

0. Rome had been broken down by the perseca-
Uon wnder Nero. The Iittle Christian communi-

States from the mother country left the Methodjst
American societies, had become a matter of serious
concern to Mr. Wesley, and presented to him a
new case, for which it was imperative to make
some provision. This, however, could not be
done but by a proceeding which he foresaw would
lay him open to much remark, and some censuic,
from the rigid English Episcopalians. But with
him, the principle of making every thing indiffer-
ent give place 10 the necessity of doing good or
preventing evil, was paramount; and when that
necessity was cleatly made out, he was not 2 man
to hesitate. The mision of Mestrs. Boardman
and Pilmoor to America has been already men-

it
N
n
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yond the hour. In this tremendous struggle the|

tioned. ‘Two ycarsafterward, in 1771, Mr, Wes-
ley sent out Messrs. Asbury and Wright s and in
1773, Messrs. Rankin and Shadford. In 1777,
the preachers in the different circuits in America
had amounted to fority, and the societies had also
greatly increased. ‘These were scattered in towns
and settlements so distant, that it required con-
stant and extensive travelling from the preachers,
to supply them with the Word of Gad.  The twe
last-mentioned preachers returned, after employ~
ing themselves on the mission for about five years;
and Mr. Asbury, a true itinerant, who, in this
respect, followed in America the unwearied exam-
ple of Mr. Wesley, gradually acquired a great
and deserved influence, which, supported as it
was by his excellent sense, moderating temper,
and entire devotedness to the service of God, in-
creased rather then diminished to the end of a
protracted life. The American preachers, like
those in England, were at first restraived by Mr.
Wesley from administering either of the sacra-
ments; but when, through the war, and the ac-

uisition of independence by the States, most of
the clergy of the Chutch of England had left the
country, neither the children of the members of
the Methodist societies could be baptized, nor the
Lord’s Supper administered among them, without
a change of the original plan. Mr. Asbury’s pre-
dilections for the former order of things, prevant-
ed him from listening to the request of the Ame-
rican societies, to be formed into a regular church,
and furnished with all its spiritual privileges ; and
a division had already taken place among them.
This breach, however, Mr. Asbury had the ad-
dress to heal ; and at the peace, he lail the whole
case before Mr, Wesley. The result will be seen
l()jy the following extract from his letter to Dr.

oke, Mr. Asbury, and the brethzen in America,
dated Bristol, Sept. 10, 1784 :—

“By a very uncommon train of providences,
many of the provinees of North America are total-
ly disjoined from theis mother country, and ercct-
ed into independent States. The English Governe
ment hes no authority over them, either civil or
ecclesiastical, any more than over the States of
Holllm(:; ‘:h cizil anthority‘irsuex;rcixd ti)ver them,

e Congress, ly by the Provincia}
m‘x:bﬁyes. But noone gither exercises or claims
any ecclesiastical authority at all. In this pecu~
liar situation, some thousands of the inhabitants
of these States desire my advice; and, in compli-
ance with their desire, T have drawn up a little
sketch.

¢t Lord Kiog’s account of the primitive chureh
convinced me, many years ago, that Bishops and
Presbyters are the same order, aud consequently
have the same right to ordain. For many years
Ihave been importuned, from time to time, to ex-
ercise this right, by ord’ainin; part of our travel-
ling preachers; but Lhave still refused, not only
for peace sake, but because I was determined, as:
little as possible to violate the established order
of the national church to which I belonged..

4 But the case is widely different between En-
gland and North America. Here there are bi-
shops who have a legal jurisdiction. Ia America
there arg none, neither any parish ministers, $o-
that, for some hundred miles together, there is.
none either to baptize or to administer the Lord’.
Supper. Here, therefore, my scruples are at an
end ; and I conceive myself at full liberty, as L
violate no order, and invade no man’s right, by
appointing and sending labourers into the hagvest.

1 have accordingly appointed Dr. Coke and
M. Francis Asbury 1o be joint Superintendants
over our brethren in North America, as 2t Rich-
ard Whatcoat and Thomas Vasey to act as Elders
among them, by baplizing and administcring the
Lord’s Supper. And 1 have prepared 2 Liturey,
little diffenng from thet of the Church of En-
gland, (I think the best constituted national
church in the werld,) which 1 advise all the tra-
velling preachers to use on the Lord’s day, in alt
the c:;snegmom, readiog the Litany only oa
Wednesdays and Fridays, and pr:ﬁn extempors
on all other days. 1 also advise ﬁldemo ad-
:,ninl;'.}er the Supper of the Lord on every Lord’s

ay.

0 person3 were thus appointed as Superin-
tendants or Bishor, and two f: Elden,wit:p;ow.
er to administer the sacraments ; and the Ameri-
can Methodists were formed into a church, because
they could no longer temain a society attached to.
:xg:tl?uial establishment which had then ceased to-
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After the Conference of 1786 was concludcﬂ,‘

Mr. Wesley paid a second visit to Holland, in
company with Mr. Brackenbury aud Mr. Broad-
bents preached in various places, expounded to
private companies, and engaged in conversation
with many learned and pious ndividuals,

Un his retarn to England, his Jonrnal presents
the usual record of constant preacking and travel-
ling, interspersed with useful remark and incident.
‘The labows and jomneys of almost every day are
noticed, exhihiting at once u singular instence of
natural strength, sustained, doubtless, by the spe-
el blessing of Gnd, and of an entire consecra-
tion of tne to the service of manhind, of which
ne similar example is probably on record; and
which is readered still more wondeaful by the
conideration that it had been continued for more
than half a century, on the same scale of excrtion,
and almost without intennission.  ‘The vigour of
his mind at this age is also as remarkable : the
same power of acute ohservation as formerly is
manifested ;3 the same taste fur reading and criti-
cism ; the same facility in literary composition,
Nor is the buoyant cheerfulness of his spint a less
striking feature.  Nothing of the old man of un-
rencied nature appears; no forebodings of evil;
no querulons compatisons of the present with the
pasti—there is the same delight in the beautiful
scenes of natere @ the same enjoyment of conver-
sation, provided it had the two qualities of useful-
ness und brevity ; the same joy in hopeful ap-
pearances of good ; and the same tuct at turning
the edge of little discomforts and disappointments,
bv the power of an undisturbed "equanimity,
Abaove all, we see the man of one business, living
only to serve God and his weneration, ¢ instant i
season and out of season,’ seriously intent, not
upon doing so much duty, but upon saving souls ;
and preaclang, conversing, and writing for this
end alone.

This period of his life must have been to hin
ane of rich reflection. In his Journal of 1785,
March 21, he observes :—# I was now consider
ing how strangely the grain of mustard-seed,
ilanted abont Aifty years ago, had grown up. It

as spead through all Great Britain and Ireland,
the Isle of Wight, and the Isle of Man; then to
Ametica, through the whole continent, into Cana-
da, the Leeward Islands, 2nd Newfoundland.
Aud the societies in all these parts walk by one
nule, knowing that religion isin holy tempers, and
striving to worship God not in form only, but like-
wise tn spirit and in il

He musty indeed, have been insensible to the
cniotions of u gencrous nature, had he not feit an
bonest satisfaction, that he had lived down calum-
nies 3 «nd that where mobs formerly awaited him,
tie met with tie kind and cheeting attentions of
the ust respectable persons of all religious per-
suzsions, in every i»an of the country.  But, more
then this, he could compare the dearth and bar-
senness of one age with the living verdure and
futiity of another. Long-forgotten truths had
been made famihzar; a neglected population had
been hought within the renge of Chnistian instrue~
tion, and the constant preaching of the word of
life by faithful men 3 teligions socicties had been
taiscd up through the land, generally distinguish-
cd by piety and zeal; by the blessing of God upon
the Iabours of Mr. Whitefieldy and others of his
fiist associates, the old Dissenting churches had
been quickened into life, and new ones multiplied 5
the Established Church bad been awakened from
hee lethargy @ the number of faithful ministers in
ker puishes greatly multiplied ; the influence of
telizion spread inta the colonies, and the United
Nates of America; and, above ally a vast multi-
tude, the fiust of s own ministerial zeal and
fathfulness, had, since the time in which he
commenced his labours, departed into a better
wotld. These thonghis must cften have passed
through lus mind, and inspired his heart with de-
vout thankszivings, 2lthough no allusion is ever
made 10 them in a boastful manner,  For the past,
he hnew to whom the prasse belonged 5 and the
future he left to God, cettain, at least, of meeting
1 heaven a greases anmber of glorified epirits of
whose s.lvation ke had been, under God, the in-
stiument, than eny minister of modern ages. That
*joyful hope®® may explzin an incident, which
occyrred 5t Oxfoid towards the close of his life.
The Rev, Henry Moote, who was *vith him at the
time, olscrves, that one Sunday merning, Mr.
Wesley, on entering the pulpit,. insteed >f an-
rounving the hymn irmediately, to the great sur-

prise of the canaremation, stood silent with his
eyes closed, for the space of at least ten mivutes,
raptan thought ; and then, with a fecling \vhgch
at once conveyed to nll present the subject which
had so absvrbed hus attention, gave out the hymn
commencing with the lines—

¢ Come et us join our friends abore,
Who have obtain’d the prize.”

It was also his con.tant practice to preach on All
Spints Day, whick was with him a4 favounte fes-
tival, on communion with the saints in heaven—
a practice probably arising out of the same delight-
ful association of remembrances and hope.

On bis attaining his eighty -Gith year, he mnakes
the following reflections :—

¢ this day enter on my eighty-fifth year. And
what cause have I to praise God, as for a thou-
saud spiritual blessings, so for bodily blessings al-
so! Mow little have I suffered yet by ¢the rush
of numerous years ! It is true, I am not so
agile as I was in times past: I do not run or walk
so fast as I did. DMy sight is a little decay.d.
My left eye is grown dim, and hardly scrves me
to rcad. I have daily some pain in the ball of
my right cye, as also in my right temple, (occa-
sioned by a blow received some time since,) and
in my right shoulder and arm, which 1 unpute

artly 1o a sprain, and partly to the theumatism.

find likewise some decay in my memory, with
regard to names and things lately pasts but not
at all with regard to what I have read or heard
twenty, forty, or siaty years ago. Neither do 1
find auy decay in my hearing, smell, taste, or
appetite, (though I want but a third part of the
food [ once did,) nor do I feed any such thing as
weariness, either in travelling or preaching. And
1 am not conscious of any decay in writing ser-
mons, which 1 do asreadily, and I believe as cor-
rectly, as ever.

¢ To what cause can 1 impute this, that Tam
as Tam? First, doubtless, 1o the power of God,
fitting me for the work to which I'am called, as
long as he pleases to continue me therein ; and
neat, subordinately to this, to the prayers of his
children. May we not impute it, as inferior
means: 1. Tomy constant exercise and change
of air? 2. Tomy never having lost a night’s
sleep, sick or well, 2t land or sca, since I was
born? 3. To my having sleep at commnand, so
that, whenever I feel myself almost worn out, I
call ity and it comes, day or night? 4. To my
having constantly, for above sixty years, riscn at
four in the moming? 5. Tomy constant preach-
ing at five in the morning, for above filty yeass?
6. To my having had so Jutle pain in my life, and
so little sorrow or anxious care ?2—Even now,
though 1 find pain daily in iy eyc, temple, or
arm, yet it is never violent, aad seldom lasts ma-
ny minutes at a time.

¢ Whether or not this is sent to give me wan-
ing that I am shortly to quit this tabernacle, 1 do
not know 3 but be it one way, or the othier, 1 have
only to say—

¢ My remnant of days
1 =pend.to His praise,
Who died the whole world to redeem :
Be thcy many or few,
My days are his due,
And they all are devoted to him.?

And, referring to some persons in. the nation, who
thought themselves endowed with the gift of pro-
pheey, he adds, € If this ista be the last year of
iny life, according to some of these prophets, I
hope it will be the best. I am not careful about
ity llmt heartily receive the advice of the angel in
Milton—

¢ How wcll is thine; how long permit to Licaven,???

Thie two hrothers, whose affection no difference
of opinion could diminish, were now to be sepa-
rated by death. Dr. Whitchead, who visited ir,
Charles Wesley frequently dusing his last illaess,
obscrves :—

¢ He possessed that state of mindwhich he had
been always pieased to see in athers—unaflected
humility, and holy resignation to the will of God,
He had no trarsports of joy, but solid hope and
unshaken confidence in Christ, which kept his
mind in perfect peace. A few days helore his
death, he com‘lioscd the following lines. Iaving
been silent and guiet forsome time, he called Nirs,
Wesley.to him, and bace her write as he dictated:

e ftiniamtnpt—,

¢In age and feeblencss extreme

Who shall a sinful worm redeem ?
Jesus, iny onty hope thou art,
Strength of my faving flesh aud heart ;
O, could 1 catch a smilo from thee,
And drop into eternity

¢ He diest March 29, 1783, aged seventy-nine

cars and threc months ; and was buried, April 5,
an Marybone churchyand, at us own desiie. The
pall wes supporied by eight Clergymen of the
Chutch of Eungland.

©On his tomb-stone are the following linus,
writlen by hssuself on the death of ane of his
friends. %ﬂwy could not be more apliy applied tv
any person than to 3Ir. Chailes Wesley :—

¢\With poverty of spirit bless'd,
Rest, happy saint, in Jesus rest 3
A sinncr saved, through grace forgiven,
Rudeem'd from earth to reign in heaven'!
'hy labours of unwearied love,
By thee furgot, are crown’d above:
Crown’d, through the wercy of thy Lord,
With a frce, full, imniense reward 2

¢ The Methodists are greatly indebted to Charles
Wesley for his unwearicd labours and great use
fulness at the fi1st formation of the socicties, when
every step was attended with difficulty and dan-
ger. And being dead, he yet speaketh, by his ny-
merous and excellent hymns, wiitten for the use
of the societies, which still continue to be the
means of daily edilication tnd comfort to thou-
sanils.?

Mr. Wesley was on his regular pastoral visit do
Ireland when e entered his cighty-seventh year.
After holding the Isish Conference in Dublin, and
the English Conference at f.ecds, in August, he
returted to London ; from thence be set out to
Biistol, and pioceeded on his usual tour through
the West of England, and Cornwall. From thence
hie returned, by way of Bristol and Bath, to Lon-
don. In the ealy part of next year he was
again at Bristol, whence he proceedrd, preaching
at several internediate towns, to Birmingbam.
From this place he pioceeded through Stafforgd-
shire to Madeley. He then visited, for the laet
time, the societics in Cheshire, Lancashire, and ,.
the rorth of England. On his 1eturn southwatd, |
he passed through the East Riding of Yorkshire,
to Hull; preaching in every place,as on the briok .
of cternity. He also visited Epworth, and vari-
ous paits of Lincolnshire 3 aud, upon enterivg bis -~
cighty-eighth year, bas the following reflections:

“ This day I enter into my eighty-eighth year.
For above eighty-six years I found nobe of the
infinnitics of old age ; my eyes did not wax dim,"
ncither was my natural strength abuted 5 but last
August 1 found almost a sudden change : my eyes
were so dim that no glasses would help me; my
streagth, tikewise, now quite forsook me, and
probably will not return in this wotld ; but i foud
no paiu from head to foot— only, it scems, nature
is exbausted, and, bhumanly speaking, will sink
more and worc, till

¢ The weary springs of life stand atifl at last.’ »

¢ This,” says Dr. Whitebiead, ¢ at length was
literzlly the case : the death of Mr. Wesley, like
that of lus brother Charles, heing one of these raze
instances in which nature, drooping under the load
of years, sinks by a gentle decay. For several
years preceding his death, this decay was, per:
haps, more visible to others than to himself;, pav-
ticulatly by a more frequent digposition {o sleep
duting the day, by a growing defect in memory,
a faculty he once possessed in a high degree-of
perfection, and by 2 genesal diminution of the -
gour and agility he had so long enjoyed.  His la-
bouts, howcever, sulféred little interruption ; and
when the summons came, it found him, o8 he 2l-
ways Wished it should, in the harness, still ocens
picd in his Mester’s work't™

That intercsting racord-of unparalicled Iabours
«in the Gospel,?? the Journal of Mr. Wealey, ¢lo-
ses on Sunday, Ccfober 24, 1720, when he-states
that he preached twice ot Spitalfiells church,
He continued, however; to visit vanous.placts
till February, continually prayiug, ¢ Lordyletme
not live to be uscless.” :

On Thursday, February 17, 1791, Le preached
af Lambethy fut on his teturn scemed muck .ins

disposcd; and s2id he had taken colde On the
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following Sunday he was so unwell as to be wna-
ble to engage v lus ngual public exercises ; but
ot Monday he was so much better, that he went
to T'wickenhani, to dine with Lady Fitzgerald,
He preached on Tuesday evening at City Road ;
and on Wednesday he went to f.catherhcad, and
preached to a small company, what proved to he
fis last sermon, from ¢ Seek ye the Lond while
he may be found, call ye upon him while he is
near.”  On Friday he became so alarmungly ill
that Dr. Whitchead was sent for; but his ekill
proved unavailing.  Mr. Wesley got rapidly
warse, and felt that his end was drawing nigh.
In tlus solemn cnsis, tlns eminent servant of God
experienced the supporting influence of that reh-
gion which he had been the honoured instrument
of reviving in this land, and in America, to so
great an extent. Great as had been his labours
in the cause of Christ, they were no more the
foundation of his hope in death, than they had
been in life. Eight ycars belore, when at Bris-
tol, he had an alerming attack ; and then, while
contemplating lus criticel sitnation, he sad to Mr.
Bradford, ¢¢ I have been rellecting on iny past
life: I have been wandeting up and down be-
tween fifty and sisty years, endeavouting, in my
poor way, todo a little gool to my felow-crea-
tares ; and now, it is probable that there are but
a few steps between me and death 5 and what
have 1 doue to trust to for salvation ¢ I cansce
nothing which I have done or suffered that will
bear luoking at. 1 have no other plea than this,

€1 the chief of sinners am,
But Jesus dicd for me.??

This was his language to the Jast, On Sunday,
the 27th, he alluded to his vicws and feelings in
that illncss.  He had been silent for some time,
examining, as it appeated, the ground of his con-
tidence, when he said, ¢¢ There is no necd of
more ; when at Bristol, my words were,

¢ I the chief of sinners am,
But Jesus dicd for me.?”?

Agd on one asking, ¢ 1s this the present language
of your hcarty and do you feel now as yon did
theu?? he answered, “ Yess?? and aftcrwards
added, in reference to Christ, ¢¢He is all! He is
ali??  The day following, he reverted to the same
subject, and said, < How necessary it is for every
oae to be on the right foundation !** and then quot-
ed again his favourite stanza, cxpressive of the
entitn dependence of his soul on the sacrificial
death of Christ. And he stiikingly moved how
available is that Slea. The most cheering mani-
festations of the divine presence were vouchsafed
tohim. On another occasion, he had called for
pen and ink, but when they were brought, being
unable to wtite, one said to him, % Let me write
for you, Sir; tell me what you wonld say.”? He
teplied, ¢ Nothing, but that God is with uss»
and not long after hé broke out in a mannex
which, considering his weakness, astonished all
present, in singing,

“1') praise my Maker while I've breath;
And when my voice is lost in death,
Praise shall employ my nobler powers;
My days of praise sball ne'er be past,
While life and thought and being last,
Or immortality endyres.”?

Shortly after he bad sung this verse, he became
evideully worse, and his voice falled in endea-
vouring 1o sing part of anether hymn., .Havin
tésted awhile, he desired these who were witg
kim to « pray and praise.” They kneeled down,
and the room secmed o be filléd.with the divine
resence.  Having given directions respecting bis
uneral, be ‘igein begged they wounld pray and
raise. “Sedveral‘:l'ricntﬁ k\vhol \{t‘:lxc inthe ouss
seing called up, they all knecled down again, and
hé joined }y‘uﬁ them in great fc;vopraogf spiit;
but in particular ‘parts of thé prayet, his whole
scal seemed to be engaged in a manner which évi-
deatly showed how atdently hé longed fof the full
accomplishment of their united desites.  And
when one of the ‘preachers prayed, that if God
were abont to take away their father. 10 his eter-
nal rest, he would be pleased to continue and in-
crease his bicssing .upon. the' doctrine-and disci-
pline-which he-had- long-.inade bis servant the
neans of pxwagating’ and -establishing. in the
world ::Mr. Wesley. tesponiled; ¢ Amen,” with
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such a fervour and strength of voice as indicated
hnw intense was his desire that the petition should
be answered. [n the coutse of the same day, he
altempted to speek to one who came into his
toom ; but, perceiving that he did not make him-
self understood, he paused a little, and then, with
ali tlic remncining strength he ilad, cried out,
« The best of all'is, God is with us;”’ and soon
after, Jifting up his dying arm in token of victory,
and raising his feeble voice with a holy triumph
not to be described, he again repeated the heart-
treviving words, ¢ ‘The best of all is, God is with
us.”?  During the nif;ht following, he frequently
attempted to repeat the psalm, patt of which he
had before sung ; but such was his weakness, he
could only utter,

Pl praise—1'11 praise.”

On Wednesday morning, March 2, it was evident
that the closing scene drew near; and Mr. Brad-
font having prayed with him, he was heard to ar-
ticulate, ¢ l-Pare\vell 1 This was the last word
he uttered ; and while several of his friends were
kneeling around his bed, he passed, without a
groan of strugzgle, into the joyful presence of his
Lord.

At the desire of many of his friends, his corpse
was placed in the New Chapel, and remained
there the day before his interment ; and so great
were the crowds that came to see the body, that
it was determnined the funeral should be pnvate,
in urder to prevent tumult. e was accordingly
buried between five and six o’clock in_the mom-
ing of March the Sth—notice haviog been given
to his fricuds only the evening before. ‘The Rev,
Mr. Richardson read the funeral service; and
when he came {o that part, ¢ Forasmuch as it
hath pleased Almighty God to take unto hiwmself
the sonl of our dear biother,” &c., he substituted,
with the most tender emphasis, the epithet father
for brother: which had so touching an effect, that
almost all present broke out into loud wecping.
The funeral ser.2on was preached in the forenoon,
tfo a very crowded and attentive conﬁrcgation,
among w{om were many Clergymen and Dissent-
ingz Miuisters.

The following is the inscription on the marble
tablet afterwards placed in the chapel, City-road:

Sacyed to the Memorp
Or Tux Rev. JOHN WESLEY, M.A.,
SOMETIME FELLOW OF LINCOLN COLLECE, OXFORD.

A Man, in Leaming and sincere Piety,
Scarcely inferior to any;
In Zeal, Ministerial Labours, and extensive
Usc}t;ulness, 1 A
Supetior, perhaps, to all Men
S?uce the days of St. PavL.

Regardless of fatigue, personal danger & disgrace,
’ltlae went out igt‘:) the highways and hedges,
Calling ‘Sinners to Repentance,

And publishing the Gospel of Peace.

He was.the Fouader of the Methodist Societies,
And the chief Promoter and Patron of the
Plavn- of Hincrant Preaching,

Which be extended thro’.Great Britain & Ireland,
The West Indies and America,

With unexampled success.

He was horn the 17th of June, 12035
And died the 24 of March, 1791,
fo sure and certein hope of Eteraal Life,
Through tbe Atoncment and Mediation of a
Crucified Saviour.

»

He -was siaty-five Yeats in the Ministry,
And Sfty-two an [tinerant Preacher:
He lived to sec, in these Kingdoms only,
About three hundred Itinerant,

And one thausand Local Preachers, -
Raised up fiom .the midst of his own .People;
And eighty thousand E_mons in the Societics under

.. Lis care. :
His Name will"be ever had in gratelul:Remem-
Jbrance by =ll who te&ice_in the - -
.Universal-Spread of -the Gospel of ‘Christ:
Soli Deo Gloria.

“This inscription shows the number of meachers
and mcmbers of society af the time of Mr. Wes-
ley’s death. The nulnber of circuits at home was
115, and the mission stations wereé ¢ight in the
West Indics, ond eight in British America.

“The separation which'subsists between the Me-
thodists and the Nationat Church was not the re-
sult of hostility to the Charch, nor forthé Teasons

usually urged by the Dissentes; but was rather
the result of circumstances ; and it took place so
as to leave unimpaired the general feeling of af-
fection on the part of the Methodists for all that
is excellent in the Establishinent. That fecling
has strengthened as the number of evangelical la-
borious munisters has increased in the Church, and
her services have thus improved in spirituality
and efficiency. Recognising in her ¢ the mother
of us all,” and contemplating with deepest admi-
ration Ler noble arny of Confessors and Martyss,
and the illustrious train of her Divines, whose
writings have been, and continue to be, the light
of Christendom—the followers of Mr, Wcsfey
wish the National Church prosperity and perpetu
ity. At the same time, they cherish true Chris
tian affection for all othier evangelical denomina-
tions, and 1cjoice in their success in spreading our
conunon Christianity. ‘I'hus have the Methodists
ever been < the friends of ull, and cnemies of
none;”’ and ify maintaiping their pwity and en-
ergy, they proceed in their providential course,
practically ¢ remembeiing one fundamental prin-
ciple of Wesleyan Methodism is ANTI-SECTARIAN-
1SM AND A CATHOLIC sPIRIT,” they must, under
the divine blessing, prosper to a far greater ex-
tent. 1Ify continuing to overlook o' mere party-
objects, they unwaveringly pu.s. their bigh,
their hallowed aim, siply to promote the spread
of pure Christianity throughout the land and the
world at large, they will not fail to answer the
end for which their great Founder ever regarded
‘the Methodists as raised up by the Head of the
Church 3 and the blessings of their system will be
diftused still more widely, and will descend to

N

ages yet unborn,
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, SEPT. 17, 1840,

IN our first page we have given the fust part of
one of the most cloquent and admirable Sermons
which is to be found in the English language. It
was delivered before the Wesleyan Missionary
Society, in Great Queen Street Chapel, London,
Apiil 28, 1837; and in Grosvenor Street Chapel,
Manchester, on Lebalf of the East Lencashire
Auxiliary to the London Missionary Socicly, Juns
20: by the Rev. Jous Hanrnts, anthor of ¢ Mam-
mon,’” ¢The Great Teacher,”’ ¢ Britannia,’ &c.
But though this original and masterly discourse,
has been widely circulated, and is greatly admired
throughout Britein and the United States, it is
but little known in the Canadian Provincess and
we have, therefore, determined to republish it
through the medium of our Journal—persuaded
that our readers wall participate with us, and thou-
sands beside, in the pleasure and profit which its
attentive perusal cannot fuil {0 afford,

It is due to eur brethren of the lndependent o
"Congregational denomination, to inform out yead-
.ersy that the Rev. Mr. Havris is a distinguished
Mindsiir of that communion, and that his 4 praise
is in all the churches,’ not only on atceunt of his
[talents 28-a:preacher and a writer, but also on ac-
‘count o}' the liberality of séntinent, zod the Chris-
Aian and-fratemal affection he hes ever .ovinced
fowards. the miuiste1s and members of 2l other
‘Protestant Chiurches,  We have beén informed by
sonie Who heard ity that the delivery of this dis~
cowsg was accompauied by a special divine -
flucnce, which appeared to. be fclt by the whoie
‘of the-vast congregation ;'ang we trust that a si-

“{milar «power from on high® may accompany its

-perusc] I our Journal., We ‘regret. that.we con-
‘ot give the whole discourse in one-auaiber.
o R '

_ Wr have the pleasure to inform our frigals. in
the Upper Previnee, that Mr. Arexaxnen Hax
A1LY0%, of Toronto, and Mr.Hawxs, of Kifgston,
bave kindly consented' {0 feceive’ the names znd
subscriptions. of persons desirous of taking the
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Wesleyan, ‘The communications promised to us
by certain literary friends, will be thankfully te-
ceived, and meet with due attention. As our
Jouma), from its size and the variety of subjects
embraced, does not admit of atticles of great ex-
tent, we hope our friends will be the more encou-
raged to favour us with such communications as
their leisure may allow them time to prepare.

A ProtesTant Chuncii has lately been erect-
ed and opened in Alexandria, in connection with
the Missions of the Church of Scotland, for the
accommodation of the British residents. It is
stated that the Pasha, Mohammed Ali, politely
and munificently granted a space of ground in the
Great Square of that ancient and celebrated city,
far the etection of this ¢ first Protestant Church
inEgypt?

It is encouraging to the friends of Christian
Missions to the Heathen, to hear of the success of
those Missions, not only in abolishing the idola-
tries and cruelties which universally prevail
among untutored and savage men, and in instruct-
mng them in the knowledge and worship of the
true God j but also in imparting to them all the
blessings of civilised and social hfe. The Al-
mighty hes been pleased thus eminently to suc-
ceed the labours of the Wesleyan Missionaries
among the inhabitants of the Friendly Islands;
and we have the pleasurc of presenting to our
readers the following attempt at Christian legisla-
tion, in a Cook or Laws, lately promulgated by
Kixe Grorer, of Vavou,

We have (say the Committee) lately received
from our Missionaries in the Friendly Islands, a
dacument, which must, we think, present a sub-
ject of grateful andinstructive meditation to eve-
ry true philanthropist. It shows the sure con-
nexion between Christianity and civilization-—be-
tween the influence which the Gospel exeris ona
people who receive it as the truth,  the love of
the truth, and the ultimate establishment of ordes
and law, in the place of barbarous anarchy or mis-
sule. Thisis one more instance of the triumph
of Evangelical Missions, in promoting the secular,
as well as sgviritual and eternal, impravement of
our race. This document has been sent to us,

rinted in the native language, with the following
~nglish translations :—

These are the names of the Kingand the Chiefs
an Council at Vavou Haafuluhao :

GEORGE, King.

Jozxe Soaxal, Steward or Governor.

Qsatast Veikune, Chief Judge or Magitirate.

Eresa Kuixus, Judge,

Tior1rost KataNvanv, Judge.

1, Georoe, make known this my mind to the
Chiefs of lh;: diﬂ';;ent paxti of H:ziitlxluhao, also to
sl my people. May you be very happy !

It x{ gf tge God of heaven and eaxurthnt thave
been appointed to speak to you. He is King of
kings and Lord of Jords. He doeth whatsoever
he pleaseth. He lifteth up one, and putteth
down another. He is righteous in all his works.
We are 2]l the work of his hands and the sheep
of his pasture ; and his wsll towards us is, that we
should be happy. Thetefore it is that I make
known to you all, to the Chiefs and Govemors
and people, as well as the different strangers and
forcigners that live with me,

‘That the laws of this lmu- land prohibit,~—

Muarder, theft, adultery, fornication, and the re~
tailing aof ardent spirits.

If any shall tnnsfreu these laws of ours, the
case must be made known to the proper authori-
ties, that the Judge may examine into it.

1f any woman shall beat herself, or by drinking
any liquor, or by minganwcam, cause aborlion,
her case shall be brought before the Judge.

In case of one eating a poisonous fish or shell-
tish, knowisg it to-be destructive of life, the case
shall be brought before the Judge.

And should one die from taking poison, know-
ing it to be such, he shall not be buried in the

Cbristians’ burial ground, or as a Christian.

In case of a person being found dead—a man,
woman, or child—and it is not known by what
means the person came by his or her death, the
Judge shall be informed of the case ; upon hearing
of which, he shall fix upon a house to which the
body shall be removed. e shal® den choose
three men, out of the four nearcst villages to the
place where the corpse was found, being tvelve
ta number ¢ who shall assemble at the place ap-
painted with the Judge—who shall inform tiein
of the abject of his calling thewn together. They
shall then proceed all together to view the bady,
and the place where it was found, After which,
they shall return to the house, and sit in judgment
on the case, and cach speak his mind, as in the
presence of God, as to the cause of the person’s
death ; namely, whether by the visitation of God,
or by violent hands 5 and if their minds ate satis-
fied that the person has been killed, they shall
wake cvery inguiry in order to discover the per-
petrator: who, iy’ found, shall be brought to judy-
ment, put into confinement, and wait the conse-
quence of his crime.

N.B. No person shall be put to death except by
the express command of the King.

1f any person shall rise up and litt up a club, or
any other instrument of death, aguinst another,
for the purpose of killing him, the person so of-

fending shall be brought before the Judge, and{P

judgrent passed upon him.
1L

My mind is this: That all my people should
attend to all the duties of religion towards God;
that they should keep holy the Sabbath-day, by
abstaining from their worldly occupations and la-
bours, and by attending to the preaching of the
Won}il and the warship of Ged, in their places of|
worship.

Should any man on shore, or ftom on ship-board,
come to the chaﬁel, for the purpose of sport, or 1o
disturb the worship ; should he insult the Minis-
ter or the congregation; he shall be taken and
bound, and be fined for every such offence, as the
Judge shall determine.

111,

My mind is this: That each Chief or Head of
a people shall govern his own people, and them
only ; and it is my mind, that you each show love
{o the people you have under you ; also, that you

require them fo be industrious in Jabouring to sup- | P

port the Government, and in their duties to you
their Chiefs ; and that you dividz o each one ot
them land for their own use, that each one may
have means of living, of supporting his family, of
procuring necessaties, and of contnbuting to the
cause of God.

.

1t is my mind: That my people should live in
great peace ; no quarrelling nor backbiting, hav-
ing no wish for war—but to serve the God of
cace in sincerity. Therefore, I wish you to al-
ow (o your people some time for the of
working for themselves ; they will worg ;or you,
as you may tequire them, in working your canoe,
in planting your yams and bananas, and in what-
ever you may require theirservices. But Imake
known ta you, it is no looger lawful for you to
hunuki, or ¢ mark,’ their bananas for your use,
or take by force any article from them, but lct
their things be at their own disposal.
V.

And it is my mind: That the land should be
brought into cultivation, and planted. Hence 1
inform you, it is unlawful for you to turn your
hogs outside the fenceorsty. In case of a pig
teing found eating the yams, or destroying the
produce of the earth, tk> owner of the pig shall be
apprised directly of ity thathe may put his pigup ;
also, he shall make amends for the mischief 50119.
In case the owner pays not attention to his pig,
either io confine it or to recomperse the damage
dene, and the pig is again found eating the plan-
tation, it shall then be lawful to kill the pig, and
the person owning the plantstion shall claim it.

VI

In case ofan Englishman, or any other foreign-
er, wishin‘ﬁo remain in this land, he will be cx-

cled to obey the laws of the land, and contri-

te in some way (as he may have the means) to
the suppart of the Government, by working occa-
sionally for the King, or by what means he may
choose. While he does this, the laws of this land
will protect bim and his from evil,

vil.

I beg of you, my Chisfs and Heads of the peo-
ple, that you pay attention to these words, and
make known these laws to your people, and sce
that they practise them.

VHIL

o reference to the small and light offences,
each Chicf will examine and adjust in his own
Blace; but all the most mn}mxtant offcnces muast

e brought to Mua, at Neizfu,

N.B. The day for hearing cases of disorder at
Neiafu, is the first Tuesday in the month ; and
you nced not come at any other time,

Un the day of heming,;, it Is expected thet the
following pessons will be E‘rcsent, namely: Jobe
Soakai, Osaiasi Veikune, Eliesa Kijikiji, and 11~
ofilusi Kaianuanu.

N.B. The King will be present, and take a part,
whenever couvenient,

In case of a person retailing ardent spirits, he
shall pay e fine to the King of twenty-tive dollars,
and be liable to have the spirits taken from him.

In case of & man, either living on shore, ot from
on ship-board, being diunk end causing disturb-
ance, he shall be taken and imprisoned; and for
the first offence, an a fine of six dollars, which
fine sga]l be doubled in case the offence is re-
eated,

In casc a man living on shore shall entice, or
otherwise induce, any seaman to leave his vessel,
for the purpose of living on shore, he shall pay a
fine of eight dollars to the King. In case a per-
son fails to make known vne whom he knows to
have run away from his vessel, such an one shall
be fined accoxdini; to the nature of the offence.

In case a man lcaves his wife and escapes, she
shall claimn his plantations, and whatever other
property he may have left.

In case a woman forsakes her husband, sheshall
he brought back again to him ; and, in case she
will not remain with him, it shall not be lawful
for her to mamy any other man while her husband

lives.

It is not lawful to talalau, or to kaukau, or o
perform any other idolatrous ceremonies; if any
one does so, he will be judged, and punished, and
fined for so doing.

It is unlawful to leave the island in a clandes-
tine manner, also to give away or enslave any
crson.

1t is also unlawful to cut down timber, without
liberty so to do.

Wk perceive with great joy, and gratitude do
beneficent Providence, that lbroughﬁ; the whole
Province, the labours of tfxe husbandman have
been eminently successful. Every day brings us

ratifying accounts of the large crops, the excel-
Fence of the Garvest, and the favourableness of the
weather. The farmer considersthe fatigue incur-
red in tilling the earth fully repaid by its fertility,.
and forgets his past toil in the present abundance.
How should we all, in enjoying so many bless~
ings, teach onrselves to Jook up to the source from
whence they proceed ; and how deeply thankful
should we be 10 the merciful God who heaps them,
with an unsparing hand, on our undeserving heads !-
Surely, when we possess 30 many uumerited be
nefits, there is no cause for discontent! and yet,,
how great is the number of those who are discon~
tcnlegl We are always assiduous i discoveri
the disadvantages we labour under, but ase blin
to the good we enjoy ; and instead of rendering
conducive 19 our happiness the mercies of a boun~
tiful Deity, we frequently use them to embitter
the unpleasant ;zlqtion that every man iscondemo~
ed to drink, The miseries of the present life
would indeed be greatly alleviated, were we to
discard a foolish aspiration after things begnond
our reach, and learn, with the Apostie-of Christ,
in whatsoever siate we m:ibe placed, therewith
to be content.— The Church..

,‘LCORRESPONDENCE.
"0 THE EDITOR OF THE WESLEVAN.

Msurounss, 29th August, 1840,
Dzear Sir,~Our chapel was opened last dun-
day : the following account: of which yow will
oblige us by inserting in your Journal :~—
On Sunday, the 23d, the Wesleyan Chapel,

erected in the village of Melbourne wasgp«uedQ
The Rev. John Tomkins, from Shefford, offciated
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in the morning, and preached from the 122
Psalm ; the Rev. Edmund Botterell, from Comp-
ton, in the aftcrnoon, preached from the 4th verse
of the 27th Psalm ; and the Rev, Joseph Ander-
son, Congre tionalist Minister, of this place,
preached in the evening, from John xxi. anl rau
of the 17th verse : ¢ Hle saith unto him the third
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me 2

It is their least praisc to say, that the scrmons
werte suitable and impressive, and that they were
listened to with a more than ordinary degree of
attention and interest.  The congregations, at the
morning and afterncon services, were large to over-
flowing : many not heing able, in the motning, to
obtain even standing room ; that in the evening
was small—owing, principally, we doubt not, to
the rain which fell a short time previous to the
service, and the appearance of a wet evening,

Collections were made after each of the servi-
ces towards the liquidation of the debt yet remain-
ing on the building. The chapel is 46 feet long,
by 36 wide s it is built of brick, and will seat
about threc hundred persons, 1t is pronounced a
neat and substantial building—and will, we trust
and pray, be the spiritual birth-place of many im-
mortal souls. ‘Through many difficulties towards
its erection, the Lotd has gracivusly assisted us:
in order to record which, and as well to express
our sense of the divinc goodness, we have called
it ¢ The Melbourne Wesleyan Ebenezer Chapel.”

I remain, dear Sir,
Yours ‘truly,
Joun BorrAND.

—————————————————————
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

STATE OF THE JEWS.

{coNTINUED.]

In the south of the Holy Land, the London So-
ciety for the Conversion of the Jews have esta-
blished, for some years, a strong and effective
Mission.  Jerusalem is their head-quarters, so
that the southern parts may be fairly rc§arded as
preoccupied. But the north of the land, the re-
gion of ancient Galilee, containing nearly half of
the Jewish population, still presents an open and
uncultivated ficld,

In that beaut:iful country, the town of Saphet,
perched on the summit of one of the mountains
that tower over the Sca of Galilee, at once com-
mends itself as the most favourable point for the
centre of a Jewish Mission. It is a place of pe-
culiar interest to the traveller, as it is believed to
be the very town to which Jesus pointed during
his Sermon on the Mount, when he said, ¢ A city
that is get on an hill cannot be hid.»* (Matt. v.)
But it is no less interesting to the Jewish mission-
ary, for Saphet is onc of the four cities regarded
as holy by theJews. As you stand upon its loft
brow, the eye of the Chnstian tuins toward the
Land of Genneczarcth, and the placid watets where
the fcet of the Saviour walked; but the eye of
the Jewish devotec turns toward the white sepul-
chre of Marona, on the opposite side of the valley,,
where rest the bones of several Jewish saints,
They have a tradition, that when the temple was
destsoyed, Jeremiah hid the atk in some cave of
the hLill of Saphet, and also that Messiah will be
first revealed there.

Before the eathquake, on 1st January, 1837,
there were 7000 Jews residing in Saphet. It i3
again gradually rising out of its ruins, and there
are at present about 3000 Jewish inhabitants. In
six hours you can reach Tiberies, on the edge of
the lake~—another of the holy cities—containing
1500 Jews. There are 2lso twa villages on Mount
Naphtali, where Jews reside; it is within a few
days’ joumey of Tyre, Sidon, Acre, Khaifa, Bay-
root, and Damascus—in cach of which there are
synagogucs and Jews—so that it forms the centre
of 2 most interesting field.

The climate of Saphet is peculiatly delightful,
owing to its lofty situation. Inone of the liottest
days of July, we found the thermometer, in the
shade, standing at 58° bcfore dawn, at 64© by
cight o’clock in the motning, and at 76 ° by noon.

Ve could not help fecling, that if the Church
of Scotland were privileged to establish a Mission
ia Saphiet, what an honour it would be to tread,
as it were, in the very footstegs of the Saviour—
to make the very same hills where he said,
“Blessed are the péace-makers,” resound with
the Gospel of peace.  Aud if God should bless our
cfforts, would not the words of the Frophetreceive

aa——

a second fulfilment s ¢ The land of Zabulon, and
the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea,
beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; the pco-
ple which sat in darkness saw great light; and to
them which satin the region and shadow of death,
light is sprung up.”® Saphet would then be, in
reality, $a city set on an hill, that cannot be
hidJ

2. Jassy and Bucarest.—~Wallachia and Molda-
via are decply interesting provinces to the Jewish
missionary. The number of Jews is very great,
In Bucarest there are about 3000, and in Jassy
20,000. In the single city of Jussy, there are
mote than in the whole of Palestine. On enter-
ing it, we almost thought ourselves in a city of
Isracl. In six other towns of the provinces which
we visited, we found great numbers. 1Itis be-
lieved that the Government would not be unfa-
vourable to a Jewish-Mission. Any direct attempt
at the conversion of the Greek population, would
prove fatal to the Mission. But if the missionary
sourht only the outcast Jews, there is reason to
think he would be unmolested. There is a Bri-
tish Consul in each of the capitals. The bible is
freely circulated in Wallachia, The Prince of
Moldavia was favourable to its circulation in his
dominions also; but the Greek priests would not
permit it.  The only thing to be feared is, that
the light spreading to the native population, would
excite the jealousy of the priesthood, who might
bring in the arm of Russia to put down the Mis-
sion. But it is our part to move forward in the
path of duty, leaving future events in the hands
of God.

The Jews are in a most interesting state of
mind, particutatly in Jassy. The fargreater num-
ber are Polish Jews. They are steeped in the
greatest ignorance.  We are told, that among the
thousands of Jas;y, there were only a few indi-
viduals who could understand Hebrew grammati-
cally. In the schools, we found that even the
teachers could not translate the prayers in the
Hebrevs prayer-hook. In this state of things, a
secret society has arisen of educated Jews, who
hate the Talmnd. They live like Jews, but use
every effort to undermine Judaism § they deplore
the ignorance and superstition of their brethren ;
and though their own principles are far from heing
settled, they are earnestly panting aftera change.
During our stay in Jassy, we were visited by ma-
ny whose confidence 1n the Talmud had been
completely shaken—and who were eagerly ask-
ing for the New Tcstement, and Christian Tracts.

“Fhis wonderful field has hitherto been entirely
unoccupied. No missionary has ever been sent
there with the words of eternal life. We found
the Jews would not believe that we were Chris-
tians—¢¢ for,”’ said they, ¢ no Christians in this
country love the Jews.”  Add to this, that these
pravinces border upon Austrian Poland, that land

Y 1of bigotry and the shadow of death—where no

traveller dares to carry even an English bible, and
where no missionary would be allowed to remain.
1f the Moldavian Jews received the light of the
Gospel, they would easily spread it by means of
their constant intercourse, even where the foot of
the Gos{pel messenger could not go.

One fact more may be stated,—that cvery Jew
who arrives in these provinces must bring a certi~
ficate, that he is able to cam a livelihood by some
ttade. If found unable, the authorities send him
oat of the province. The cheapness of the neces-
saries of life is very remarkable—and the resour-
ces of commerce greatand unoccupied ; so thatan
inquiring Jew, or a convert, could easily main-
tain himself, even when cast off by his brethren,
In this way, one of the greatest difficulties of the
Jewish inissionary would be removed,

The only reason why Jassy secms preferable to
Bucarest is, that the Jewish populdtion is nearly
seven times greater, and that the Jews are fully
morce awakened in the northemn parts. But per-
haps it might be found advisable that the Mission
extend its care to both capitals,

3. Hungary~The number of Jews in Pest, in-
cluding Ofen and Altofen, is at Jeast 11,500, stated
by some as high as 30,000 ; in Presburgh and Pa-
2, 6,000 ; in Vag-Ujhely, 2,400, There are, be-~
sidcs, cleven towns containing from 1,000 to 2,000
Jews in each; twen%hxee towns, from 500 to
1,000; thirty, from to 500. The rest of the
Jewish population are spreadin the different small
townsand villages all over Hungary. The lowest
estimate of the total Jewish population in Hungary
i5 250,000 ; but there aresaid tobe at leutm,%.
(2o be continued.)

MISCELLANEOUS.

FAMILY WORSHIP.

Tue following anecdote, which originally ap-
peared in an English periodical called the ¢Week-
ly Instructor,” is transcribed with the hope that
it will be instrumental of encouraging heads of
families never to relinquish or neglect a duty,
which appears so universally attended with the
Divine blessing :—

A pious tradesman, conversing with a Minister
on Family Worship, related the following highly
instructive circumstance respecting himself :—

¢ When I first began husiness for myself, I was
determined, through grace, tobe paxliculaﬂ’y con-
scientious with respect to family prayer. Accor-
ding‘(r, I persevered for many years in the de-
lightful practice of domestic worship. Motning
and evening, evergy individual of my family was
ordered always to be present ; nor would Iallow
my apprentices to be absent on any account. In
a few years, the advantages of these engagements
appeareZ ~anifestly co: spicuous: the bﬁssings
of the upper and the ne..ier springs followed me,
health and hagpil\ess attended my family, and
prosgerity my business, At length, such was my
rapid increase in trade, and the necessity of de-
voﬁnf every possible moment to my customers,
that I began to think whether family prayer did
not occupy too much of our time in the moming.
Pious scruples arose respecting my intentions of
relinf}uishing this part of my duty 3 but at length,
worldly interest prevailed so far, as to induce me
to excuse the attendance of my apprentices, and
not long after, it was deemed advisddle, for the
more eager prosecution of our business, to make
the prayer with my wife, when we atose in the
morning, suffice for the day. Notwithstandin
the repeated checks of conscience that followe
this base omission, the calls of a flourishing con-
cem, and the prospect of an increasing family,
appeared so imperious and commanding, that 1
found an easy excuse for this fatal evil, espe-
cially as I did not omit prayer allogether. &ey
conscience was now_ almost seared with a hot
iron : when it pleased the Lord to awaken me by
a singular Providence.

¢ One day, I reccived a letter from a youag
man, who had formerly been my apprentice, pre-
vious to my omitting family prayer. Not doubt-
ing but 1 continued domestic worship, his letter
was chiefly on this subject ; it was couched in the
most affectionate and respectful terms; but judge
of my surprise and confusion, when I read ‘these
words :~¢ Oh, my dear master, never, never shall
Ibe able sufficiently to thank you for the precious
privilege with which you indulged me in your
family devotions. Oh, Sir, eternity will be ‘00
short to praise my God for what I leemt there.
It was there that I first beheld my lost and wretch-
ed state as asinner; it was there that I first knew
the way of salvation; and there that I first ex-
rcricnced the preciousness of ¢ Christ in me the
hope of glory.? ~ Oh, Sir! permit me to say, Ne-
ver, never neglect those precious engagements:
you have yet afamily and more apprentices ; may
your house be the birth place of their souls? T
could read no futther: every line flashed condem-
nation in my face. I trembled—I shuddered—I
was alarined at the blood of my children and ap-
prentices, that 1 apprehended was soon to be de-
manded at my sonl~-murdering hands!
¢ Filled with confusion, and bathed in tears, [
fled for refuge in sccret. 1 s;;)read'the letter be-
fore God—1 agonized, and—but you can better
conceive, than I can describe, my feclings ; suf-
fice it to say, that light broke in upon my disc¥n-
solate soul, a sense of blood-bought pardon was
obtained, &c. &e. I immediately flew to my fa-
mily, presented them before the Lotd, and from
that day to the present, I have been, and am de-
termined, through grace, that whencver business
becomes too large to permit family prayer, I will
give up the superfluous part of my business, and
retainmy devotion.  Better to lose a few shillings,
than become the deliberate murderer of my fami-
ly, and the instrument of ruin to my own soul.”

DIVISIRILITY OF MATTER.
An ouuce of gold may be divided into 432,000,~

000,000 of parts.—Lardner.
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NACKEE KHAN,

Tne following account of the cruchics of an
Eastern Despot, of the remarkahle preservation of
an innocent man, and of Cod's julgment mani-
fosted 1 the destraction of the tyrant, is taken
from thc second volume of Sir Robert Ker Ior-
ter's Travels :—

The author, having related his introdaction to
one of the persons who were the objects of Nackee
Khan's rapacious cruelty, gives the substance of
the narrative, as recited by him, in the following
manner i—

¢ Having, by intrigues and assassinations, made
himself master of the regal power at Sturaz, this
monster of iuman kind found that the Governor
of lspahan, instzad of adheiing o him, had pro-
claimed the accession of the lawful heir. - No
sooner was the news brought to Nackee Khan,
than he put himsz1f at the head of his troops, and
set forwatd to revengs his conteianed aathority.
When he amrived as far as Yesdikast, he encamp-
cd his atmy, for a short halt, near the tomb on the
north side.” " Beinz asinsatiable of mancy as blood,
lie sont to the inhabitants of Yesdikast, and de-
manded an immense sum in rold, which he in-
sisted should instantly be paid to his messongers,
Unable to comply, the fact wastespectfully plead-
ed in cxcuse, namely, $that all the money ths
city had possessed, was already taken away by
his own oflicers and those of the opposite parly
and that, at present, there was scatce a Tonaua
inihe place. Boraged at this answer, he re-
paired, full of wrath, to the town, and, ordering
cighteen of the principal inhabitants to bz brought
before him, again demanied the money, hut with
threats and imprezations, which made the hearers
trenble.  Stilly however, they could only retuen
tho same answer—their utter inability to pay;
and the tyrant, without a moment’s preparation,
commanded the men to be seized, and hutled from
the top of the precipice, in Dis sight. Most of
i :m were instantly Killed on the spot § others,
ceuelly maimed, diad in terrible agonies where
they fell; and the desciiber of the dreadful scene
was the only one who survived, Ie could form
no idea of how long he lay, after precipitation,
utterly senseless3 Sbuty’ added he, ¢by the will
of God, 1 breathed agun; and, on opening my
eyes, found mysclt amongst the dead and min-
g{ed bodtes of my former nxighbours and friends.
Some yvet groaned.” He then relatad, that, in
the midst of his horror at the sight, hie heard
sounds of yet more tertible acts, from the top of
the cliff; and momentarily strenzthened by fear
of he knew not what, ¢forhe believed that death
had already grasped his own poor shattered frame)
he managed to crawl away unperecived into one
of the nunerous caverned holes, which perforate
the foot of the steep. He lay there in an expir-
ing state the whole night; but, in the moning,
was providentially discovered hy some of the
town's-paople, who came to seek the hodies of
their murdered relatives, to mourn over them, and
take them away for burial.  Tne poor man, fee-
ble as he was, called to these weeping groups;
and, to their astonishment and joy, they drew out
one survivor frem the dreadful heap of slain.  No
time was lost in conveying him home, and admi-
nistering cevery kind of assistance; but many
months clapsed before he was able to move from
his house, so deep had been the injuries inflicted
in his fall,

¢ In the course of his awful narrative, he told
us, that the noise which had so appalled him, as
tic lay among the bload-stained rocks, was indeed
the acting of a new cruclty of the Usurper. Af-
ter having witnessed the execution of hissentence
on Yie eigglxtccn citizens, whose asseverations he
had determined not to believey, Nackee Khan im-
maediately sent for a_devout man, callicd Saied
Hassan, who was considercd the sage of the place,
und for his charities greatly beloved by the peo-
ple. ¢ This man,® said the Khan, being a de-
scendant of the Prophiet, inust know the truth, and
wil }tell it me. e shall find me those who can
and will pay the money.’ Bul the answer given
by tae honest Saied being precisely the same
with that of the ianocent victims who had alread
petishied, the tyrant’s fury knew no bounds, and,
tising from his scat, he ordered the holy man to
be rent asunder in his presence, 2nd then thrown
over the rock, to increase the monument of his
vangaance Lelow.

¢ It was the tumult of this most dreadiul exe-
cution which occasioned the noise that drove the
affiighted nurator to the shelter of any hole, fiom
the cye of merciless man. But the cruel scene
did not end there.  Even in the yet sensible car
of the Saied, expuring in agonics, his excerable
murderct ordered that his wife and daunghters
should be given up to the soldiers; and that, in
punishment of such universal rebelhion in the
town, th- whole place should be razed to the
ground.

< But this last act of blood on a son of the Pro-
phet, cost the pepetrator lue life.  For the sol-
diers themselves, and the Nobles who had been
partizans of the Usuipar, were sostruck with hor-
ror at the sacrilegious murder, and appalled with
the threatened guilt of offering instht to women
of the sacred family, that they believed a curse
nust follow the abettors of such a man. The
next step, in their minds, was to appeasce heaven
by the immolation of the oftender; and in the
course of that very night, a dand of his servants
cut tae cords of {nis tenty which instantly falling
in upon him, afforded them a sccure opportunity
of burying their poniards in his body. “The first
slrokes were followed by thousands,” So detested
was the wretchy that in a few minntes his remains
were hewn and torn to pieces. It does not be-
coine men to Lift the veil that lies over the whole
doom of a ruthless muidercr; but there is some-
thing in the last mortal yell of a tyianty whether
it be a Rabespierre or a Nackee Khan, which
sounds as if mimgled with a drcadful ccho from
the etrrmal shore.

¢ While the above particulars were relating, it
was a sturldering glance that looked down, from
the open side of the Ketkho 1a’s saloon, on alinost
the very spnt where the unhappy victims had
breathed their last. It recalled to my rememns
branze a similar window, for similar purposes, at
Erivan, where the Governor of that p‘ace used to
dispose of his malefuctors, the moment s2ntence
was pronounced. And, while listening to the bi-
deous details of asotof punishment so common
inthe Eact, I could not but recall similar descrip-
tions in ansient wiiters on these countries, which
showed how old had been the practice of taking
offenders to a height, and casting thein headlong,
sometimes fiom a rock, at others from high battle-
ments, and often fiom a window which command-
cd a sufficientstcep.  We have a dreadful picture
of this most tremenlous mole of punishment, in
the Szcond Book of Kings. 1t describes the death
of Jezebel, when, by the command of Jehu, she
was thrown from the palace-window of Jesreel,
during his trinnphant entry, and her blood was
sprinkled on the wally and on the liorses, and he
trode her under their feet and when he sent to
bury hery ne more was found of her thau. the
scufl, and the feety and the palms of lier hands.
Nearer home, the classic realer has only to re-
member the various precipitations from the Ter-
peian rock, to see what chastisements the. sages
of antiquity, in almost e\‘er}y country, devised for
the reformation of mankind. Blessed indced are
those latter tim=s of the wosld, whea such fierce
punishments are neither necessary to appal vice,
nor would thesr batbarous outrage of human sym-
pathy be tolerated. The change has been wrought
by the ameliorating cffects of Christianity, and,
therefore, only in countrics where the religion of
mercy has not yet been received, do we find the
dregs of heathenish crueltics remain,”

THE WELLINGTON BANQUET, 1846,

Tue following is an extract from a Jetter writ-
ten by a gentleman to a friend in the country, de-
scriptive of theappearance of the hanqueting room
of Apsley House, on the last commemoration of
the battle of Waterloo:—

¢ Anythinz mure supatb I never saw, nor could
have formed any conception of. TFancy a room
two hundred feet,by cighty-two, lined throughout
with yellow silk, and covered with pictures of the
old iasters ; the cornices and ceiling profusely
gilded, yct relicved by oblong plates of plain round
glass. At cither extremity, an oaken sideboard,
with six silver gilt shields, of immense magnitude,
cmblematic of the Duke’s conquests, and prescnt-
ed by the crowned hicads of Europe.  On the din-
ing-tahle, spread for his companiona in arms, stood
too marble tripods for lizhts, of about seven feet
high, passing thiough the table, and supported by
griffins, very claborately carved in ormom 3 three

olliers, of gold, though of smaller dimansions, but

Pnr(icnlarly magnificent, (the gift of the city of
sondon,) representing, in bold relief, and as large
aslife, a foot soldier (with his standard) of each
company that signalized itself on the ficld of bate
tle.  A'solid gold vasey the tribute of the nobles
men of England, beautifully pourtraying the
guards forming asquare. Hetween every second
guest there is a wine-cooler of Dresden china,
with an exquisite painting of same engagement,
or some general ofliccr that was in it, going throngh
the cntire scties of his victories, amd those w
warticipated in them, in India, the Peninsula, and
Vaterloo, The plate has been cslimated at
£300,000.~London paper. :

PROVIDENTIAL INTERPOSITION,

Extract of a letter from the Rev. D, Leeves,
dated Napoli, April 25, 1831 :—

“ From Missolanghi, 1 vitited Anatolico, a town
built on a small isfand within the Gul hh, shout
cight miles distant from the furmer, am‘i comma-
nicating with the shore, on each side, by a ferry.
1t1s approachable, by sea, only by the same cne
trances as Missolonghi ; and, as you know, was
one of the tefitges of the Greeks of this dfmicl
duting the war, and sustained scveral sieges.
You may recollect the circumstance, that during
one of these sieges, when water was scarce in the
town, (for the inhabitants supply themselves with
water from the main Jand, by boats,) a bomb from
the Turkish cannon penetrated the roof of one of
their churches, and nlncncd a spring of water in
the midst of the church, which proved a snost sea-
sonable relief to the besieged. 1 was anxious o
veiify this fact—which, upon my visiting the
spoty was confi.med to me by the testimony of
many of the inhalutants, ‘The water of the well,

whicli is, of course, Lield in great reverence by the
srecks,) 1 found to be very drinkable ; and I was
shown the hole in the roof throuzh which the
bomb entered.  Anatolico may coatain, at preserns,
about 1000 inhabitants ; and the Government has
built them a shool, which, from some prejudios
against the new system of Mutual Instructiony
and more pethaps from the inefticiency of the mase
tery is at present very ill attended. I1left with
thcm,”"owcvcr, ten copics of the New Testa-
ment,

L - - ___ ________ __}|

POETRY.

LINES WRITTEN DURING A THUNDER-STORM.
FAOM THE RUSSIAN~HY BOWRING,

Ir thunders !—Sons of dust, in revercuee bow !

Ancient of Days! Thou speakest from aboves

Thy right hand wiclds the bolt of terror now—

That hand which scatters f.cace, and joy, and love.

Almighty ! trembling Like a timid child,

1 hear thy awful voiee—alarm'd—afraid—

1 see the flashes of thy lightning wild,

And in the very grave would hide my head.

Lomp! what is man? Up to the sun he flics—
Or feebly wanders through earth’s vale of dust :
There is he lost midst heaven's high mysterics,
And here in error and in darknzas lost
Beneath the storm-clouds, on life’s raging ses,
Like a poor sajlor—by the tempest tost
Ta a frail bark--the sport of destiny,
tic sleeps--and dashes on the rocky coast.

Thou breathest—and th* obedient storm is still ¢
Thou speakest——silent the submissive wave ¢
Man's shatter’d ship the rushing waters fit],
And the hush’d billows rolt acroes his grave.
Sourccless and endless Gop ! eompar'd with Thee,
Life is a shadowy, mowentary dream :
And Time, when view’d through Thy cternity,
Less than the mote of morning’s goldcn beam.
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