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~The Herald.

DEVOTED TO PRONUNCIATION AND AMENDED SPELING.

32 YEar.

ToronTo, CanaDaA, Aug., 1887.

"NR 26.

—Dr @sa Hor rits from Dy-
byg: “Yur last is ecselent. £
is preferd tu E or £; and i, tu .
Yur shep (uw); tho lik u, is bet-
er than wr for oo. Uy is a gud
shep. I canot endyyi ei or ai
for i, ner yu for y, ecsept for
the pronoun.”

—Mr W. A. Duglas, B. A,,
advoceted Ainended ‘Speling
at the resent meting ov Cane-
dian Sherthand Asosieshn in
Torento Sherthand riters un-
derstand redily enuf the basis
en which Simplifid Speling
must rest, bot most ov them ar
indiferent or wurs: ther beter
jujment beclouded with bigoted
prejudis. The ned awekening.

—Prof. Max Miiler in tretis
on Siens ov Languej sez: “Wun
argyment which mit be supozd
tu we with the stydent ov lan-
guej, nemly, the obseyreshn ov
the etumolojical structyr ov
wurds, ¥ canot consider verv
formidabl  The pronunsieshn
ov languejes chenjes acarding
tufixt loz, thespeling is-ciienjd
. in the most arbitrary maner, so

‘that if our speling folod the pro-
nunsieshn ov words, it wud in
reality ‘bz a greter help tu-the
critical stydent ov languej thx

the present unsertn and unsfen-
tific mod ev riting.”

—Amung the Romans, a pepl
eminently endowd with the fil-
olojical sens, ther wer atempts
ov this kind, wuen ov which is
ov histerical notoriety. The
emperer Claudius wez a fonetic
reformer and rot a buken it in
erly Bf. Thre leters as a furst
instelment ov reform he forst
intu yus when he woz emperer.
The wer neglected after his tima
and forgotn. Yet tuov the thre
havben quietly resumd by alet
posterity. Thez represented I
and U ‘consonants as distinet
from the cognet vouels. In the
sevntenth sentury the Yuropean
pres determind this by the
forms J and V. Claudius wez
not however the furst tu direct
atenshn tu the inadequasy ev
tke Roman alfabet. Verrius
Flaccus had mel a memorabl
propozal withregard tu the let-
er M. At the end ov Latin
wurds it woz indistinctly herd,
and therfor he propozd tu cut
the leter in tu, and rit onl: haf
in such posishns; thus. N.--frl,
FFilolojv, 2d ed., paj 179.

KEY: a eeciieoov uu

azin art atalo el ccl it J or ox no up put do
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1 SUBSCRIBY.

A SPEECH-RECORDER.

Edison’s great invention, the fonograf,
gave a means of recording actual speech
with the marvel that the speech-recording
machine cud giv bak the sounds it had re-
corded, Its mode of riting is a sharp point
fasnd 10 a vibrating disc. The sharp point
makes indentations on thin foil whose sur-
face is fixt to a revolving disc. We believ
the indentations furnisht no abject that cud
be utilized for study of speech sounds.

Lately we hav seen some newspaper no-
tices of improvements in the fonograf, so
that its speech-recording powers wer im-
proved and the record made more amena-
bl to study and comparison, The improve-
ments wer chiefly in the direction of substi-
tuting a composition for the foil in fonograf.
The composition is of a waxy nature, into
which parafine enters largely. The im-
provements apeard to emanate from Wash-
mngton, D, C., and Cleveland, Ohio. Beyond
uncertn reports ther 1s nothing to hand.

_ Recently, Prof. Hensen, of Kiel, has pub.
lisht an important paper (Zeitschrift fur
Biologic, Band xxiii, 291 on the grafic exhi-
bition of sound vibrations. In the same
number of the Zeitschrift wil be sund
Dr. Paul Wendeler’s description of an
atempt to represent graficaly the vibratory
curvs of some consonants and of other
sounds with Hensen’s speech-riter. Hen-
sen, in lis paper, does not.atempt to de-
scribe acuratly the *logograf,” or word-
riter, as giva in.its older form in Gruetzner's
‘- Fysiology of Speech.” His object is rath-
‘er to point out principls on which such an
aparatus shud be constructed. The recep-
tiv membran shud resemb) the ear dramhed
as closely as posibl. In order to get even
riting for difering pitch, a hevy damper, a
stif membran, and very minute riting ar es-
ential. The riting is done by a delicat glas
splinter atacht to vibrating membran which
by its motion produces tracings on a visibl
smokt-glas plate. Wendeler employs steel
pens insted of glas. The greatest elonga-
tions seldom exceed one-fifth milimetre, and
so ar les than one-hundredth inch.. The
curvs hav to be renderd visibl by microscope
with power of 300 to 400 diameters. A
longer pen or sphnter is found not to be as
good as a short one. :

We ar likely to lern much about laws of
vibration from grafic representation and
permanent fxation of sound waves. A care-
ful study of curvs is ccesary 1o understand
the subject thoroly: To cite a few,exampls,
vowel curvs ar nearly pure, consonant curvs
in each word ar corubined with curv of pre-
ceding and foloing vowel.
intermitent curvs representing pseudo-vibra-
tion; M, N, and L exhibit vowel-like curvs:

—,
w1

R apears to sho”

1

“erens is

S givs a mixt curv. In highest octaves ther
ar 1000 to 1500 vibrations per second. When
the artificial membran is les tens the vibra-
tions ar undeniably more extensiv but soon
become quite indistinct. Hence if we
stretch the sensitiv receptiv membran we
pbtain an extremely advantageus representa-
tion of vowel curvs, while consonants ar
shown off more distinctly on a membran
slightly relaxt.

POPULAR STAGE.

At the General Meeting. in May, qf the
French Asociation, ther came up for discus-
ion whether they shud modify, and how far,
certn rules for slightly amending curent
Fr. Speling—rules we hav alredy giva. A
speaker counseld moderation in oposition
to some restles to go fast. We ar facing the
same problem as they. The speaker put
the case so wel that we prefer to quote:

{Transiationd *Tho end to atain is radical
reform, not orthogratic alone, but alfabetic.
Now, such reformincludes repeated oxporiments
as wel as serius studis. 2'%hese cxperiments wil be
disastrus {f made on the public; but we can make
them in scool in teaching childron to xead by
means .of fonctic alfabets. Wo no alredy that
childroh lorn more quickly torcad by means of
any fonetic alfabet whatover than by orvdinary
one: So:that our experiments wil be yusful to
tho children.. ...eeens Mcanwhilo, lot us continue
to employ revized orthografy which, in reforming
some of tho grosest anomalis, servs to afirm our
prineipls end habituste the public to the idea
of areform. To go farther wil vex and discur-
age those who alredy take paing to rito and print
in Simplified Speling.....o.cw.ee. He hed in pres o
linguistic work in which be employd Simplificd
Sp., but, if that_is to be {eternaly) chenging, ho
wud stik to Academic orthografy.”

The above is from the Buletin Mensucl,
the monthly mouthpiece of the Freath So-
ciety. The rules wer ultimatly referd to a
comitee which was to examin them fully and
make report, which, wil be final, presumedly,
for popular misionary work shud its report
be adopted. .

Rev. Davip SwiING, the wel-non Chicago
preacher, thus expreses his opinion of
Amended Speling, which we reproduce as

‘we find it spelt it in a daily paper:

It scoms af first glance like a cruel slanghter
of shade trees and pet irds and tho family dog;
but if ono wil look at the mgtter calmly ho wil
sce that it is no destruction at all, but is really
4an improvement of the old house, a trimming of
the hedge, & mending of all tho ¢ld fonces, a
making of & turnpike where there has been too
long a mud-road, and the hanging of u neat gate
where our fathers wer wont_to Jet down hovy
bars. We ought to make a distinction between
mere .feelings and reasonabl feelings, for if we
hav permitted carselvs to becomo so attacht to
an old wooden plow that wo would not.exchango
it for the best stcal one, we ar not persons of deep
feclings, but ratlior of deep babyhood and stu-
pidity. Tho human racethat will from deliberat
choice s}"’l the word program, programme, and
tisik, phthisic, and which, when its folly is pointed
to, wil proceod to aflirm that it })rcicrs tho long-
est way of spelling a word, should be compeld to
go back to canal-Boats and pack-horses and dipt
candles and to sermons two hours long. DPro-

iz.n wivineal inovenient of ol thing~"
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4 STANDARD SPEECH. *
[TRANSLATION].

Defenders of traditional spelingasert that
speling by sound canot be systemized be-
caus it wud be imposibl to preserv uniformi-
ty of pronunciation with wide diference in
speech. They do not consider that evry
cuntry has a cultivated, a scolarly (stand-
ard] languagg: and this is the language
referd to in speaking of riting by sound,
and not dialects, nor busines talk. Tho un-
avoidabl, these increasing diferences hav
not been proved insurmountabl. The Fo-
netic Hevald, publisht in Port Hope, Canada,
in its 1gth number (Nov. 1886,) quotes a
statement of a fact which decidedly contra-
dicts the aforesaid asertion. It says:

“This is the only r].:remt cuntry which has but
one language. In BEngland, the Yorkshirman
canot tall with the man from Cornwall. Tho
pesant of the Ligurian Apenines drives his
goats home at evening over hils that look down
on six provinces, neither of whose dialects he
can speak or comprechend. The European rail-
ways take the traveler whero he heaxs a scoxe of
Qialects in a singl day. Whilo here, from forosts
of Maine to tho glowing savanas of the groat
Gulf and far to the Pacitle coast, ther ar a hun-
dred races, but thor is only one language.”

Australia, too, might be meationd among
them. There we hear the same sounds as
in N. America ; and th1§ condition wil con-
tinue for many generations becaus the gen-
eral language is more highly valued than
the dialects. Iobably this wil change in
cours of centuris, but orthografy has to
take cognizance of the present alone.—Dr.
Fricke, of Wieshaden, Germany, in Norden
(Prussia) Reform.

CORRESPONDENCE.

EXPEDIENTS,

Sir,—In yur issue before last yu speak of
the Jones-Burnz Scool as ‘‘ resorting to new
expedients ;" and yu recomend * use of such
equivalents as apear comon in the old orthr-
grafy.”” Now, the Jones-Burnz method of
amended speling has for its basis, and dis.
tinguishing caracteristic, the principl, that
sounds shal be exprest by the letrs and combi-
nations of leirs which, in the ordinary spel-
ing, ost usualy represent those sounds, with-
out any reference to the sounds those caracters
represent i other languages. It is this use
of Roman letrs with reference to English
values alone, which keeps the Anglo-Ameri-
can scool (as it is termd) separat from most
other schemes, and makes it unpopular with
linguists ; tho such use of Roman letrs pro-
duces a fonetic print which is red without

‘trubl by any person who can read ordinary

English. 1 think Mr. Jones as wel as my-
self wud be perfectly wiling to admit a few

‘markt letrs, to take the place of digrafs in

({)erm positions where it might be deemd
‘best. o

New 37 vl Eriza B. Burxz.

|

— Mr. McCulla, Brampton, Ont., very
sensibly leavs off the useles g/ ofn found at
the end of the name.

. — Division into sylabls to sho pronuncia-
tion is not the same as division to sho ety-
mology.—Melvil Bell. .

—The dificulty or _.aining good ends
mesures their stability when achievd.—
Zenas Clark.

— Prof, P. Meyer, director of I'Ecole des
Chartes, Paris, givs his pupils amusing lec-
tures on the absurditis of French Speling.—
Paris Teacker.

— A dictionary of London slang and cant,
ritn in German by Heinrich Bauman, has
been publisht in Berlin. The pronunciation
is givn in a German fonetio system.

— Last year, the Ont. Teachers’ Asoc'n
apointed a comitee to report on Amended
$p. Their report, made this year, at the
annual meeting in August. was receivd and
orderd 1o be printed i minuts. Its discus-
ion is expected at annual meeting next Aug-
ust.

— The reader shud not run away with
either the impresion or conclusion that we
endors evry opinion in these colums. We
giv cach *“for what it is worth,” uules givn
special editorial comendation. Yu ar at
liberty to combat what isrong. ** Prove all
things: bold fast what is good.”

— Tho'tful educators hav repeatedly calld
atention to the blighting and stultifying in-
fluence which speling has upon the yung
mind. Itisso unvaryingly the-child’s na-
ture to infer that a certn result wil always

| folo from a givn set of antecedént circum-

stances, when such a result has once been
demonstrated to him, that he proverbialy
needs but one acquaintance with fire {o find
out that it bnrns and to copclude that it wil
do so evry time he comes in contact with it.
Just as certnly, when he is taut that t-h-c-u-
a-h stands for tho, does he believ that
t-h-r-0-u-g-h represents ko, until his teach-
er undeceivs him—or deceivs him into be-
lieving that it is #hru. Reason and experi-
ence at setat naut and he is thron bak upon
mere dogmatic anthority. It is so becaus it
is so0, whether it is so or not. Is this aform
of mental exercise to which we shud wisn
to subject the unfolding inteligence of future
free American citizens ?—]J. B. Howarp at
Cincinati Literary Club.

A young man with very marked ptosis,
Once met n sweet gixl who sold prosis,
Said she, * Will you try
Some flowers for your y?" [oye.]
Bu* he anawered horpleasently. ¢ Pno, 8is.” |
- WY Madieal Record,

|
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THE HERALD OF SENSIBL SPELING.

How 1T Came Apout.—~Our grandmother
tung, the Anglo-Saxon, had a pretty good
alfabet. The Roman misionaris who con-
verted the nation redust the language to
riting in Roman letrs with their comon Latin
powers, ading a few runes and digrafs for
sounds which did not ocur in Latin. Uur
woes sprang from the Norman conquest.

The French and Anglo.-Saxons united to |

form the English nation, and their languages
wer thrown into a sort of hotch-potch to
form the English language. Many words of
each nation wer hard for the others to pro-
nounce, They wer speit by the scolars to
whom they wer nativ in the old book fashn,
but peopl did not pronounce them corectly.
Many letrs wer left silent or inserted to no
purpos, in il-directed atempts to represent
the strange combinations,  Then great
changes took place in the hole gamut, so to
speak, of our vowel sounds. Peopl hardly
knew what was the matr as the change went
on. We finaly arived at a sort of Chinese
ideografic system. The ritn words a1 1so-
ciated with tho’ts without reference to the
sounds which separat letrs indicate.
Changes in sounds of words go on with no
record in the riting. Ingenius etymologists

_ slip in new silent letrs as records of history
drawn from their imagination, oll monsters
fertil in the popular fancy propagate them-
selvs in the congenial environments, and
altogether we hav ataind the worst speling
on the planet.—March.

— The fault in our present speling is that
we hav contradictory analogis whereas we
0’t to hav harmonius ones. Wehav coat and
note, dine and sign, beauty and duty, rite and
right, fate, wait and weight, and others. I
submit that the reduction of our s,eling to
uniform analogical principls is the first step,
at any rate, in Speling Reform. For my
own part, I consider it is the only reform
needed. I submit also that it is a practicabl
reform; and my opinion is that to aim at
more, if it be not even to atempt a mis-
chivus thing is to uterly waste one's eforts.
Had a tithe of the agitation against our spel-
ing been directed against our incongruus
analogis, something might hav been acom-
plisht.—J. B, in Neweasl Cronicl.

CoLoguiaL PRONUNCIATION.—A coten-
porary givs the foloing as a sampl of the
coloquial orthoépy curent among boys:—
* Warejego lasnight 2 ** tladder skate.'’
t Jerfind the 1ce hard’ngood ?” * Yes;
hard'nough.” ¢ Jer goerlone?' * Noj;
Bil'n Joe wenterlonz.” ¢ Howlate jer-
stay?" ‘ Pastate.”” ‘' Lemmeno wenyer-
goin, woncher ? I wanter go'nshowyer howto

skate.” * H'm, ficoodn’ skate better'n you
I'd sell out 'nquit.” ' Well, we'll tryerace
‘nseefyercan.”

A RECEIPT FOR COLD FEIPT.

For nothing at all we will give a recoipt
For pleasantly warming in wintor your foipt.

First sco that tho shoes or the boots you may

wonr
Aro polishol ocach morning with serupulous

This ronson is founded on scionce, you know,
Ana will, if it's followed, rolieve you of wow.

Don't purchaso & tight-fitting boot or a shoe,
But gota size largor, or, better, got toe.

Besure thoy are stout ones and porfectly whole,
Madelow in the heel, thickand browd in the wsole.

Then oiling them, go without rubbers, which

sweont, .
An1 make your fect tendor through coldnoss and
weat.

Some folks cotton stockings profer, but they
should

Woar socksl made of woolen as thoso are more
gould,

For feet, like your face witch in winter is baro,
Grow tough when osposed to the frost in the aro.

No chilblains will itch you or give you an ache
If, when'it is bed-tie, iced water you'll tache

And.plunge your feet in it—then rub’em with
might
Until tho)? grow scarlet and—probably whight.

Now toast ‘om awhile by tho grate, and, I guoess
You'll find this recoipt tor cold feet a succuess.

N. B.
Some h‘l{ls!)fﬂ.uds, who think they're sharp as o

nife .
Will warm thoir cold fcot on a :poor, sloopy
kwife.

That's cold-bloeded murder for which women wise
Should get a divorce from such marital tise.

JENNIE KKRR, in Phrenological Journal.

BISMARCK AND THE GERMAN ALFABET.—
Prince Bismarck has been the most go-ahed
of practical statesmen, but on one point he
is obstinat and retrograde. For ten years
ther has been a stedy efort made all over
Germany to get rid of the Germn caracter
in printing and riting. * * * Six years ago
he caused certn manuals at the Chancery
that had been printed in Latin caracters to
be reprinted in Gothictype. Ther wasgreat .
outcry at the time, and meu of sience asert-
ed that the prevalence of near-sight-among
the German peopl was due to this trying and
minute type. But the Chancelor never
yields, and now within the week he has sent
bak several ' blu books isued by the Berlin
Magistracy and had them reprinted for his
own convenience in the.type he defends.—-
Pall Mall Gazet. :

. .

Poor LETR ¢G.—The Duchess? - * Ves,
sskatin’ wud be charmin’ if it wern't for the
freezin’ stoppin’ the huntin'! Lord Charles:
" Yes, and ain't sleighin' toppin’ fun, except
for the snowin’ spoilin’ the skatin !"—Punch.



