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AMICABLE DISCUSSION.
Ccentinued.
ON UNITY.

Let us go back to the time when Jesus Christ
mvoked upon us the blessing of his Father; let us
tepresent to ourselves the apostles, pressing around
their Master, theirhearts still burning with the first
participation of his body, which they had just re-
vcived ot the institution of the Eucharist, yet in
consternation at the announcement of the treachery
which one or the other of them was.scon to be guil-
ty of, but afterwards consoled by expressions of
kindness, and the familiar conversation, which ke
was plegsed to prolyng after Judas had abruptly
Ieft the asserobly; et us representto ourselves, 1
say, the ppostles, with their eyes fixed upon their
master, when all- at once, raising to Heaven his

ljands, and his celestial ceuntenance, which- theni}

was lit up more thanever, with the fire of prayer,
and the ray of the divinit,, he solemnly proncuge-
ed that sublime invocatjon, some passages of-which
1 have quoted above. How must their attention
and their hearts have been suspended in silence, in
rapture, pnd extatic delight! How deep must have
been the impression made ppon their souls-by these
words proceedipg from his divine mouth; ¢ Holy
Father, keep them in thy name, whom thou hast
givenme, that they way be one, as we also are
one,~And not for them only do I pray, butfor
them also, who through theirwerd shall believe in
me; that they may all be one, as thou Father in
nic and I in thee; that they also may be one in us,
that the world may believe that thou has sent me.”
Such words could neverbe cffaced from their re-
collection; never could the apostles have lost sight
of the patheticand enrapturing scenc where they
Ladheard them, " A thousand times mustthey have
repeated them in the course of their ministry to the
tsing Churches; a thousand times must they have
prepared the faithful against divisions and schisms,
and have recommended theyp to hold invariably
thesame language and the same faith, and to re-
yuain inseparably united in one body and one flock.
It would be impossible to doubt of this, should they
cren bave left usno ‘wrilten document op the
subject. Butit wastho will of providence, that
upon this fundamental article of unity, we should
®e supplied with a guarantee of the common doc-
trine of all the apostles: we findit in the Epistle
fhat St, Jude addressed to all the Christians {len
iptheworld. <My dearly beloved, says he, be

mockers walking according to their own desires in
ungodlinees: these are they who scparate them-
sclves, sensual men, having not the spirit.” We
are then assured by the testimony of an apostle,
that all the others, wherever they went, every where
insisted upon the necessity of forming but one bo-
dy, and ave carefully cautioned the faithful against
false doctors, who might desire to separate and form
a distinctsect. This passage is very remarkable:
itisthconly one of the New Testament, which
attributes to all the apostles any point of doctrine
whatsoever asuuiversally preached by them. As
it cogtains the dogma that serves for the defence
and the rampart of all others, the Hely Spirit no
doubt intended to signify to us that ail the apos-
tles had teken particular pains to inculeate it, in
order thut we might see the obligation of keeping
ourselves more intereated in iis preservation.

Without fatiguing you any more with my ar-
gumentation, I will hastily and without much pre-
meditation throw before you  the various passages
that the New Testament presents uson the sub-
ject. * And in fine, be you all of one mind—being
lovers of the brotherhood.” * Take heed to your-
selves,” said St. Peulto the re-united clergy of
Miletus and Ephesus, “ and to the whole flock
wherein the Holy Ghost hath placed »ou bishops,
to rule the church of God which he hath purchas-
ed with his bleod. 1 know that afier niy depar-
ture ravenous wolves will enterin among you, not

sparing the flock.  Andof your own selves shall;

arise men speaking perverse things to draw away
disciples atter them.”  Yuu see that the congrega-
tions of christions spread in different places, com-
pose but one church, which Jesus Christ purchas-
ed with hisblood.  You shall now sce the same
doctrine in theepistle to the Romans, in which
St. Paul inculcates first the unity of the bodv, and
then that of doctrine.  “ So we being many are
one body in Christ.—Being ofone mind, one to-
wards another.—Now the God of natience and of
comfort grant to yeu to be of onc mind one to-
wards another, according to Jesus Christ; that
withone mind and one mouth you may glorify
God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Now Ibeseech you, brethren, to mark them who
make dissensions apd offences contrary to the doc-
trine which youhave learnt, and to avoid them.
Now I beseech you brethren, by the name of our
Lord JesugdChrist, thatyou ail speak’ the same
thing and that there be no schisms amongst you:

pindful of the words which have been spoken de-

tbut that yo \b@crfcct in thesame mind, and in

unto me—thatiere are contentions among you-—
Is Christ divided?”  Alas! how often would 1
have hadin afler times 1o repeat this question.
And why hasit not always been better understood.
“ God is not the God of dissension, but of peace,
as also I teach in all the churches of the samts.
And asall the apostes taught with St. Paul, be-
cause their doctrine was every where the same.
and because upon this article St. Jude expressly
tells us so.  We must not omit the 12th chapte:
of the same Epistle, which should be quoted al-
mostentire.  * In one spirit were w. all baptized
into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether
bond orfree; and in one spiritwe have all been
made to drink. For the bLody also is not one
momber but many:—Now youare the body of
Christ, and members of member—For the vezt, |
my brethren, rejoice, be perfect, take exhortation,
be ofone mind, have peace; and the God of peace
and of love shall be with you. Now the works ¢*
the flesh are munifest, which, are fornication, un |
cleanness.~ehmitics, contentions—quarrels, dis-
whnsions, sects.—Of the which¥ foretel you as
have foretold you that they who do such thing:
shallnot obtain the kingdom of heaven.” I leave
vou to your reflcctions upon this awiul oracic.

Hear how the apostle addresses you as formerly
he addressed the Ephesians.  “ But now in Christ
‘Jesus, vou who sometime were afar off; are made
'nigh, by the blond of Christ.—Now therefore you
are no more strangers and foreigners; but you are
fellow citizens with the saints, and the domestics
of God, built upon the foundationsof the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Chnist himself being the chic
corner stone; 1 whom all the building, being tra-
med together, growcth up intoa holy temple inthe
Lord. In whom youalso are built together into
a boly temple in the Lord.  Inwhom yeualiso are
built together mto 2 habitation of God in  the Spi-
irit. Thus all the inhabitants of the canb, both
lthose who had been blessed with hearing our Sa-
viour, and those whoin his gospel was one day tc
reach, should they even be at the extrem. i¢s of the
gloke, like your ancestors in their celebr tedssland
ali nations have been called to compose one only,
Church, 1o beceme by their concord and upion, sc
many component partsof the grand and majestic
edifice, which he came to erect for the world. For
ages after, your ancestors were its ornament~— .
Why must they go out fromit fo shut themselves
up inatemple of modern construction, built aparg
and separate, by a royal, it s true, but a human

and perishable power; whereas the  aucient {ex-
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ple having Jesus Christ for its foundation and its
architect, 15 a divine and immortal structure! With-!
cut doubt, the most atal misfortune, afler that of’;
viith lrawing  trom it, is the not returning to it
srain,

“ T therefore, a prisoner in the Lord, besecch
. ou that you walk worthy of'the voeation in which
srvare called, with all humiliny and  mildness—

which you can no longer avow, and upon pretexts,
the fallacy of which are at the present day so well
known to every enlightencd and impartial  mind,
Fulfil our joy; letus live together witha perfect
understanding and reciprocal love, having but one
heart and one mind, and then the peace of Jesus
Christ to which we have all been called, as members
of one bady, will reign in our hearts.”

8d. 1t cannot be doubted that the primitive

o wefulto preserve the unity of the spirit in the
Vonud of peace.  One body and one spirit; as you !
«iv¢ called in one hope of your calling. ;
<ue fith, one  babtism—one Gud and Fatlier of;
all® Hereisunity evidently presented in every I.:
hape and point of view, in government as well as '
1.1 faith, in the body of the Church aswellas inthe,
yrofessivnof doctrine.  ‘The govanments of the ']
<urth may vary acconling to the will of nations
and the vicissitudes of Ll but the government ()f”
the Church founded by Jesus Christ, and purchas- |
< by L5 bloud, must needs e one, as are its|
Lopes, its babtism, its Lord, and its God. +¢ Quly :i
! ¢ vour conversation be wortly of e Gospud of.
<hrist, that whetl.er I come and see you,or being;
aibsent may hear of you, that you standfast inone ;
spirit, with one mind, labouring together for the
taith of the gospel:”  Aud not figing agamst onej
<wuothier, and tearing one another to picces, as thc,i
ecctarics have at all times exhorted thar !‘ullow-;i
crs, and  unfortunately have o well succeeded ||
' Fulfil yemy joy, that yoube of one mind hasing
thn same chanty, being of one accerd, agreeing in,
sentiment.  Let nothing be done through conten-,
¢iom, neither by vain-glory.—Nevertheless where-
unto we are come, that we be of the same mind, let
usalso continue in  the same rule—And let thc!
peace of Christ rejoice in your hearts, wherein also}
vouare called in one body.—But aveid foolish '
questipns,—and conlentions, and strivings aboutf
the law. A manthat is a heretic after the first and
second admonition avoid, knowing that he that is'
such a one issubverted and sinnecth, being con-
demned by his own judgment. Benot led away!
with various and strange doctrines.” ‘Thus did |
the indefatigable apostle of nations preach to the |
world, Ife stilt lives, breaths. and speaks in his |
<pistles; Jis preaching, beginn'ng with the Church, i
will pass on with it to the end of time, He never,
«cased, nor docs he yet cease to recall to umty that,
crowd of socictics goucastray fur so many ages, to,
vhom, nevertheless, is duc the glory of having pre-
seryed Christianity in Africa, and carried it to the |
€xtremities of Asia, Lmean the Nestarians and Lu-
tychians; he still calls upon the numerous people -
of the Greek Church, sonearly resembling our own
aud our brethren, the Lutherans, Cllvinjsts, and
Eng#sh, scparated in more modern times; he ex-
tiorts them, he conjurces them all in a body, andyou .
Sjr, in pasticular, who have justscen and read his
words. {fe againspeaks toyouandto all, in words i
to the following effect.—* Heretics or schismalics‘
slaves or free, to whatever climate or nation you
belong, you haye all been baptized to be one body
aod one Church. Return then to it, from which a
sccession was never lawful; enter her bosom which

your anceslors unfortunately left from motives,

One Lord, !,'

Christians toust have bad much more lively ideas
of unity than those that we collect from the New
‘Testament, since they had it as wellas we in their
hands, and morever possessed the additional advan-
tage of having heard this doctrine developed by the
apostles intheir discourses and daily conversations
‘The first bishups were formed in the school of their
inspired masters, and reccived consecration at their
hands. This immediate institution has gained
them from posterity the honorable title of apostolic.
There is good reason for supposing that they com-
posed many works: unfortunately but few have
come down tous.*

The most ancient are the epistles of Saint Cle-
ment, who is called by the fathers, sometimes apos-
tolic, sometimes apostic, sometimesalmost apostle.
e, as well as Titus and Timothy had accompa-
nicd St. Paul in his travels: he followed him to
Rome, of which he was bishop, baving succeeded
Saint Peter, after Linus and Cletus.  We will now
consider the circumstances inwhich he wrote his
first epistle: A warm dispute Had just arisen in
Corinth, something similar to what happened in
thetime of St, Paul. A party had been formed
against certain priests of irreproachable character,
and had been audacious enough tv think of depos-
ing them, Fortunatus immediately leaves Corinth
arrives at Rome  withinformation of the disturb-
auce. Clement was then in the chair of Peter.
He wrole to the Corinthians that admirable epistle,

'which for a long time wasread in the oriental

churches together with the canonical scriptures.
He begins by lamenting over, ¢ that impious and
detestable division,” (these are his words) ¢ which
kas just appeared among them.© Ile recails them
¢ 1o their former piely, to the time  when, full of
humility and submission, they were as incapable of|
inflictingan injury s of resentingit. Then (adds
he) every kind of schism was an abomination in
your eyes.””  Ile concludes by telling them that he
is in haste to send Fortunatus back to them, ““to
whom, says he, we join four deputics: Send them

Mhack as spcedily as possible in peace, that we may
Hbe quickly informed of the return of union and

peaco among you, forwhich we pray without ceas

ing' and that we may be enabléd to rcjoice at the
re-establishment of good order amongst our bre-
thren at Corinth.” Ilow sacred must unity bave
been considered in this happy age, whenat the first
appearance of division, the ancient fellow-labour-
er of Saint Paul, the vencrable Fortunatus, to stop
its progress, exposes himself to the dangers of
lung voyage and betakes lumselfto Rome to solicit
the successorof St. Peter to interpose his authori-
tv.} What would thisapfbstolic Pontiff have said

*Tradition of the first ages, j
t Observe, 1 pray, this casly recourse to the ckair of Pe-
terin the figst aga.

.
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|

!

of the great defections of the East, of Germauy,
and Iingland, since, on the first rumor of a disputy

arising in a small portion of the flock in a singh

town, he immediafely takes alarm, treats this  dis-
turbance as animpious and detesteble division and
nothing less than an abominable schism, and em

ploys the authority of his see and his paternal so

citations to bring back the Corinthiaus to peact
and councord?

Ignatious, the disciplo of St. Peter and St, John
being transported from Antioch, of which he was
the third bishop, to Rome, where he was expect
ing the crown of martyrdom, under Tragan, in 107
in his passage by Smyrna, saw Polycarp, who kiss
ed his chains: Le visited, an Lis journey, many
other churches, and wrote to them seven epistles,
which are the most precious monuments of the
faith and discipline of thy primitive church. His
epistle to the Christians of Smyrna commences a~
follows: < I give thanks 10 Jesus Chnist our God,
for that he hath filled you with so great wisdom: for
I know~—that you are fully persvaded that being
the'Son of God—he was {ruly born of a virgin, by

jthe will and the powerrof the Fathor,—that he was

truly crucified for us in his own flesh, under Pon-
tius Pilatc and Herod the tetrarch; that with his
blood he has produced us as the fruits of his divice
aud blessed passion; and, that hy lus resurrection
he has raised to the end of ages, the standard of the
cross for the saints and faithful, both Jews and Gen-
tiles, that we may bo allumted in the body of his
Church.”

Ile afterwards proceeds: < Avoid schisins and
discords, whichare the source of all evils. Fol-
low your bishop as Jesus Clrist his Father, and the
college of priests as the apostles. Let no one pre~
sume to undertake any thing in the church, with~
out the bishop.”> Andyet a female in your coun~
try, was bold enough to drive all the bishops from
their sees, in orderthe more casily to accomplish
Lernew plan of a Church!—In his letter to Poly-
carp, < Watch most carefully,” says he, for the
preservation of union and concord, which are the.
first of all blessings.” Therefore, the first of all
miseries are schismand division. Further on i
the same letteg, addressing the faithful: He says,
¢« Hear your bishops, that God may hear you.
With what joy would Igive my life for thoso wha
submit to the bishop, the priests, and the deacons!
Oh! that I may be one day united with them in the
Lord.” Andinbis episiieto the Philadelphians .
< Not that I bave found schism among you, but ¥
wish to fortify you againstitas the childrenof God.
He doesnot wait till schism has appeared: he sti-
fles it in the birth and cuts off in the bud. < Al
those, who arc of Christ, hold with their bishops,,
but those whoseparate-to embrace the communion
of accursed men, shall be cut offand condemned
together with them.” And to the Ephesians;
« Whocver, says he, scparates from the bishop,
and agrcesnot with the first-born of the chuvcli, is
awolf in sheep’s clothing. Ny dearly beloved;
lobour toremain united to the bishop, the priests,
and the deacons, He who obeys them, obieys
Christ, by whom they wers cstablished: hic whores
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volts against  them, revolts also against Jesus.”
What, [ pray, would he have said of those who
have since revolted against the decision of genceral
councils, and who, in contempt, ofall the bishops
.of the world, have joined themsclves to a few
mounks or rcfractary priests, or (o an assemblage of
taics?

I pass on now to Polycarp,* the celebrated bis-
Yop of Smyrna, who also is called apostolical, and
no Jess illustrions than St. Ignatius. I recom-
mend you to read the account of this bishop’s mar-
tyrdom in the excellent relation of it given by the
saithful of Smymna to the Churchesat Pontus, We
have an cpistle of histo the Philippians, in which
he testifies the utmost horror of those who were
teaching heterodox opinions. Now heresy attacks
atunce hoth Guity of docteine, winchit corrupts
by its errors, and unity of government from which
it withdraws itself, throughan obstinate adherence
toits own opinion. ¢ Followthe example of our
Saviour,” saysPolycarp, ¢ continue firmin faith
unchangeable in doctrine, loving one another.””
At the age of ninety andupwards, they saw him
leave them togo to Rome for the purpose of con-
ferring with Pope Anicetus upon articles of pure
discipline: the point above all in agitation being

the celcbration of Easter, which the Asiatics, as {)

well as the Jews, soiemnized on the fourteenth day
of the equinoctial moon, and the Western Church
on the Sunday following the fourteenth. lis ne-
gociation had the desired cffect. It was agreed
that the Easternand Western Churches should fol-
tow their customs, without breaking the ties of
communion and charity.* Jt was duringhis stay
in Rome, that meeting Marcion in the street and
Avishing to avoid him, that heretic said, ‘“ Do you
not know me, Polycarp?—Yes, without doubt,”
replied Polycarp, <¢I know you {o be the first-born
of the devil,” He covld not confain his virtu-
ous indignation against those who employed them-
selves in perverting and sowing divisions among
Christians.

Justin,t who renounced the Platenic philosophy,
to embrace christianity, which he defended by his
Apologies and sealed with his blood, tefls us that
the Church is confined to onc only communion,
ftom which beretics are excluded, ¢ There have
been, says he, andstill are individuals, who shel-
tering themselves under the name of christians,
have taught the world dogmas contrary to God,
impicties and blasphemies. With them we have
110 communion, we tegard them as the the enemies
of God, impious and wicked,”}

Trenreus; ) the illustrious bishop of Lyons, a dis-
ciple of Polycarp, and, liko hismaster, a martyr,
wrote to Florinus, who bad himself often seen Po-
dycarp, and who was beginning to dissc‘mﬁ\innm
cerlain heresies: ¢ You have not been so instruct-
ed by the bishops-who preceded you. Icould still
ghew you the place where the blessed Polycarp sat

* He suffered roatyrdom at Sm in 8l
I{‘fﬂ? y:pwards of a bandred years i?":gc'.n_nififﬁr }gzi

1 Another example af recourse being hadto the chair of

Saint Peter.—$ Martyred 1n 167.— :
‘s Born in Asi}hﬁno’ i 12 el ar T o T oo

7, £ X2

artyred st Lyons in 203

to prencl.n'lho word of God. I rememberhis sana-
tified demeanour and the majesty of his depori-
ment.  Methinks I hear him stil § recounting how
he had conversed with John and many others who
had seen Jesus Christ, and what words hie had heard
from their mouths; and I can assure you, before
God, that ir that holy bishop had beard of such er-
tors as yours, he would immediately have stopped
his cars, and exclaimed as he wasaccustomed; good
God, to what times hast thou preserveC mo, that I
hear such things! And immediately he would
have retired.’, In his learned worl: upon heresies,
spcaking of schismatics, he says. ** God will judge
those, who shall occasion schisms; cruel men who
have no love for hitn, and who, preferring their
own private advantage to the unity of the Church,
not liesstating, forth most frivilous reasons, to di-
vide and tear in pieces the most glorious body of|
Jesus Christ, and who would willingly give him up
to death, were it in their power.—But those who
separate and divide the unity of the Church shall
be visited by the chastisement of Jeroboam,”

Dionysiur of Alexandria,in bis letierto Nova-
tus, who had just effected aschism in Rome,
where he-had got Novatian consecrated bishop in
opposition o the legitimate Pope, Cornelius said
to nim “Xf it is true as you assert, that you repent
of having thus gone astray, shewusyonr reyen-
tance by a prompt and voluntary return. For the

Churchof God. Itwould be as glorious to dica
martyr to save the Church from. a schism and se-

paration, as it would be to die for not worship-
ping the Gods, and in my opinion much more so;
for in the latter case webecome martyrs for our
owu soul alone, and in the former for the whole
Church. Ifthenyou can by friendly persuasion, or
by firmness of conduet, bring back your brethren
fo unity, that good work will be of greater impor-
tance than your fault: the latter willno longer
be laid to your charge, but the former will redound
to your praise. Butif they refuse to followw you
and imitate your return save, save atleast your
own soul. Day prosperity alwaysattend you, and
the peace of the Lord again take possession of]
your heart,”

To quote with justice the great Yishop of Car-
thage, many of his lctters, and the entire Look he
composed upon unity, should be brouglit forward;
I shat! only give yousomeextracts. The following
isa passage become proverbial in tradition; “Ile
cannot have God forlis father, who does not ac-
knowledge the church for his mother. Do the
schismatics then imagine that Jesus Chirist will be
with them in their assemblies, whereas they assem-
ble out of the church!
they evengive their lives to confess the name of]
Christ, they never would efface, by their blood the
stain of schism, because the crime of discord is be-
yond all expiation. He who is not in the chnrch
can never be a martyr.” He ofterwards shows
the enormity of the crime by the terrible punish-
nient of the first schismatics Core, Dathan, and
Abiron, and two hundred and fifty of his accompli-

Let them know that should [l

swallowed them down alive as they stood, and
sucked them into its burning entrails.”

Hilory,} bishop of Poiticrs, expresses himself thus
upon unity 1 “ Although there is but one church
in the world, yet every town has its~hurch, and
all together form but one chureh, although there
are nany in number ; beeanse being many in num-
ber, there is still but one.

Optatus  of Milevum, produces the same ex-
ample 0 shew that the crime of schism is above that
of parricide and idolatry. He observes that Cain
was not punished with death, that the Ninivites oh-
tamned time to find favour by repentance 3 but nn
sooner did Core, Dathan,and Abiron begin to di-
vide the people than ; “ God” said he ® sends a de-
vouring famine upon the land, which immediately
opens its tremendous jaws, greedity swallows thein
down and closes upon its prey. These miserable
creatures more properly buried than dead, fall jnto
the abyss of hell. What will you say to this, you
who foment schism, and have the audacity to de¢-
fend it 2” ‘

“ Nothing, ® says St. Chrysestom,  so much
provokes the anger of god, as to divide his church.
Whatever good workswe might Lave done, we
should not on that account escape punishment for
having broken the communion of the church, aud
divided the body of Jesus Christ.®

You are now going to read, probably not with-
out trembling, in what manner St. Augustine spokg
of schism. “The sacrilege ofschism, the crime.
the sacrilege full of cruelty ; the sovereignly agro-
cious crime of schism ; the sacrilege of schism
which surpasses all crimes.  Whoeverseparates an
individual and draws him off 10 any party whatso-
ever is thereby convicted of being the son of the
devil and 2 murderer.  ““The Donatists » says be
morcover * do indeed cure those whom they redeem
by baptism from idolatry, but it is by inflicting up-
on them the more fatal wound of schism.  Idolaters
have been sometimes exterminated by the sword
of the Lord 3 but as for schismatics, the earth has
swallowed them alive into its bosom.—Te schisma-
tic may shed his blood, but jJje can never obtaing
crown. Out of the church, and after bursting the
bands offcharity and unity, you have notlung to ex-
pect but eternal punishment, even should you deu-
ver up your body tu the flames for the name of
Clurist.”

Now sir, in perusing the reflectioes that I have
1 laid open beforeyou onthe plan of God’s revelation
!and onthe textof Seripture, perhaps fyou may
bave imagined that I have carricd things to exag-
geration.  Havel said too much? You have jus!
heard some of the fathers, who after the apdstles
till the fifth age, have thrown most light upon the
world. Howdid they cherish union! How alars
med were they at any thing that might tend o
wound it! What zeal in applying an immediate
remedy! What a horror of sclusm! They bave
assigned it itsplace at the head of all cnimes, look-
ing upon it as the most fatal of all prevarications..
They understood better than we the spint of chris-
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ees3 ¢ The carth opened under their fect, and)

1tianity, and discovered more cleariy the noble views
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ofour divine legislator. Oh'if these views had!

been as seriously considered and as thoroughly felt]
Dy all christians, if the necessary attention and o-|
iiedience had always been paid tothe precepts of?
seripture and to the doctrine of the fathers, the sec-
rarian would never have dreanied of making a par-
«v and of dividing the chureh, or if he had underta-

kenit, he would have found himself forsaken by the!

people, Woe to us whom the vile interests of the!
earth have so often turned from the interests of
fieaven!  Woe to us who are assailed by ignorance
and blinded by passion!  But when ignorance, our
passions and iuterest have ceacsd to blind s, and
when truth shews itself to usin full splendor, a
thousand times woe tous. if we persist inthe sepa-
ration’ after having arknowledged its revolting and
antichristian principle, and the frightful conse-

«piences that ehsue trom it '
To be continued.

ORIGINAL.

VINDICATION FROM REASON OF THE Cd-
THOLIC PRACTICE OF KEEPING SACRED
PICTURES AND IMAGES.

1 have often wondered how the rational and reflect-

ing among Protestants could be brought to con-

demn the Catholic Church for Ler retention of sa-
<red images, and pictures ; whick present in whole,
and at once, to the eye, (so that every one, young
orold ; learned or unlearned ; may catch ata
glance, apd comprehend it) only thatwhich a long
written description presents fo the mind of the in-
dividual, who hasveen taught the usc of letters;
or which a long discourse transmits to the same
thinking principle through the ear ; that other in_

Ipt of communication to the soul from the exter-

nal worlid.

Ifthe image presented thus to the mind from
reading or discourse be proper and true; instruc-
tive ; edifying 5 exciting to virtue; to the love of

God and ofour neighbor ; conducive to moral

excellence, and  stimulating to Christian heroism

and perfection ; does it lose all its beneficial quali-
ties, all its improving influence on the human

<haracter: nay, and as protestants hold, become e-

ven noxioys, on its being brought forth from the in-

dividual mindy-and “exported in full to theeyes of

QlL? s it not still thesame likeness of things ; the

sclf same object or objects, represented  externally

to the sight, which had been contemplated  inter-
naily by the mind 2 Surely then, that which we
may contemplate inwardly Withadvantage, may
be gazed onoutwardly with  the like eficet.—In
readipg fOr instance, as detailed in the gospel,
the passion of our Saviour; I have a lively picture
of the whole transaction  in my mind; a heart mo-
ving picture, which T am bhound to cherish. But
10w can any ore cherish properly in bis mind that
which he abliors to look at, when exposed exter-
nally to his. yiew? Isit vatural for one to repel
{rom his sightevery likeness and memorial of those

whom he loves? - And yet the Catholie is blamed
<nd ridiculed by protesiants for his fond retention

of every thing that reminds himof the Saviour
and his Saints : who oughtto be the dearest ob-

tjects of the Chrisiian’s recollection, whose lives are
i the surest models for his immitation. Isit not ra-
ither a duty in the rational believer to call inall his.
ifaculties and senses ( and why should the sense of
'sight alone  be excepted,) to aid him in the con-

itemplation of God’s merciful dispensations in favor

‘of our redeemed race. Nor i3 there that to be
found in alt such catholic exhibitions, which has
inot some day been the object of human obscrva-'
tion: as a truly existing and edilying reality ;
tvery different from what Saint Paul defines an I-

‘dol to be- Now we Fnow says he that an Idol is .

nothing in the world, 1 Cor. &, 4, nothing real
‘and true,—~Ibid, Ch. 10, 19. ;

| Itis at the same time most surprising that nonc of-

discovered that,which, notwithstanding is most ob-
 vions inscripture,that it is all along with Images & '

I pictures presented to the mind ( and therefore, as:

iwe have shewn, not the worse for being presented |
%to the eye ) that Godinstructs his human Crea-
ttures.  What are all his sensible sigus and similes,

' 5o minutely detailed in the sacred-Code ? His Lic-

’r«)glyphics, personifications, parables, Allegories,

i:md comparisons ; butso many Iinages suseepti- .
i ble of external representation , and no less instrue- |
{tive and moving, when rightly exhibited to the eye; :
than when pictured only to theimagination? The
(truth is, God adapts his instruction to the nature,
land capacity of the creatures, whom he instructs.
{ Were we pure spirits, or simple beings, like' the,
angels; no such modes of instruction, nothing buti
, purely intefte€taal communications, could be uscd
jin our regard. But, as compound beings, consist-
.ing as we do, of a body endowed with senses; and '
!a soul, with reasoning faculties; we are addressed |
1 by him in our twofold capacity: and acquire our
‘knowledge from. without through the medium of
the senses. Images bind to the memory the pass- |
ing thought; which is otherwise apt to slip 'away‘
from us, and vanish likc a vapour, leaving not a;
trace behind.

But, indeed, what is all this visible world, and
lall the objects it contains, but one boundless scene
‘of endlessly varied and ever varying figures, images'
forins and appearances, presented to the visual or- |
gan of the soul, Itis all but a collective and tran-
sient image thrown upon the eye in our passage
through this life; as the apostle observes: preterit:
enim figura hujus mundi; the figure of this world,
says he, passes away. 1 Cor. 7, 31, We ourselves
are made to the image of God; not ouly internally
but insome sense cxternally; as by the dominjon
which he has given us over all the other ereatures
here below: Lgo dizi Diiestis: 1 have said that
ye are Gods, saysthe Almighty Father speaking
to his human children; ps. 81, 6. and when his
august image in us was defaced and degraded by
sin; he did not disdain, by taking upon himself
our nature, to make himself to our image, in order
to raise it up from its fallen state; and restore it,
even enhanced, to its originalmajestic and perfect
condition, Ifthen, with Protestants, we discard
allimages; what in all this visible universe remains
as sigas or land marks for the soul to steer by on
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our scripture searching protestants have ever yet ;

ity

;the wide and interminable ocean of abstract cogi-
tation? -

Inscription for an Album, or common place Book.

Huic, licet, inseribas Albo, nullo ordine, quidquid:
Mens digoum dictu suggerit ipsa tibi.

Iac tamen abstincat charta, qui nil nisi turpe,
Aut vile, aut stolidum, quod referatur, habet

¥

His loose flitting fancics here genius may note

In prose, orin verse ; else so quickly forgot:

Be, it but instructive, the suhject what may ;

Sad, serious uud solemn : wild, witty and gay !

i Amusive and playful ; quaint, curious and rare .
What fittest to charm, if not banish our care :

Fulogium on merit : bold satire on vice ;

With her laughing epigram, keen and precise :

‘ Meek epitaph, mournfully praising the dead :

| Inscription eventful, laconic though made :

; Some anecdote pleas_ing, or smart repartee

d Odd story ; short ditty 5 sweet song, catch or glee .

: Old proverb sententious, and pithy adage ;

Brief testof the wisdom or wit of the age :

Nice logical argument, sure of its scope 3

Citation historic ; rhetorieal trope ;

Tricks sportive of seience, ingenious combin’d :

TI’ anigma and puzale, that sharpen the mind :

Reccipt or prescription, and recipe sure ;

Our health to maintain 3 or our ailments to cure :

Ev’n music and drawing may each find a place,

; Some unscribled page of this Album to grace.
But let nothing vulgar, malicious, profane,

Immoral or impious, its Icaves ever stain.

!

"MISREPRESENTATION OF ARGUMENT IN THE
! PAPER CALLED THE CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN.

| We invite the public attention to the Evangeli-
‘calway of representing in the above mentioned
print our arguments, which may be seen in our pa-
perof April the eighth, proving the Catholic te be
no foreign Church in any nation under the sun.
Our arguments were the following:

1. Bcecause, as the Church of Christ, she must’
be the Church not of any particular nation, but of
all nations.

2. Becauseshe should be at home in all naticns-
which she converted from paganism to christiani-

3. Because it was foretold of her that kings-
should be her nursing fathers, and queens her nurs
sing mothers; and that they should bow doiwn bes
| fore her. and lick the dust of her feet: which ho-
mage has becn rendered toker alone, by the gum-
ble ceremony of their kissing her chicfipastor’s:
foot. Is, 49, 23.- o

4. Because,- if she should be considered as &’
foreign Church from the circumstance that ber
chief pastor is a foreigner, she might, for the same-
reason be deemed’a foreign church, for acknow-
ledging as her chief pastor Saint Peter bhimsclf,
were he alive; or even the Saviour.

5. Because leastofall can she be considered
as a foreign church in the British dominions, since
her millions there form an integral fart of the po~
pulation.-

Is all this refuted by the following passage in the
above named American paper?

«¢The classic Editors (the Editors of the Ca-
tholic happen to be but one) also assent that king?
and queens shall bow down before thee; the chief
pastor of the Roman Catholic Church; and lic}‘
the dust of thy feet, tike his (the Guardian’s) mi-
serable bible-begging, tract-peddling, print job‘_
bing, Yankee-guessing, sect of Revivers, ever T¢”
viving; but never revived.” 'This is the reason t p
‘Editors of the Catholic. assign, why the Cburcll °"
Rome s not a foreign Church, ¢ Bacause.sho i8"
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« home 1 ail nativus. and kings aml queens shall
low down before the Pope, and lick the dust of his
,eat.—I{ this is not claiming pretty and extensive
risdiction in behalf of his holiness in ftaly, we do
uot know what is.”

Chiristian Guardian, April 16,

1 4~ Protestart, or negative faith, refuted, and the Catholic,

v atlirmative f.uﬁn, demonstrated from Scripture.

XXXIL
Uy TIL PROTDSTANT'S RULD OF FAITI,
Concluded.

T relying on the testimony of the Catholte Church,
the acknowledged first and oldest of all Christian
Churches ; consequently the only one, to which all
tho promises of Christ were made : the one there-
tore, which he said, he built upon the rock ; and
against which, he assured us, the gatesofhell should
not prevail: which he commands us all o hear,
or be accounted as Heathens and publicans : to the,
legitimate Pastors of which he bids us hearken, as
to himsolf ; declaring that he himself would be with
them at all times even to the end of the world : to-
gether with Ais holy spirit, the spirit of truth ; who
would guide them intoall truth ; and bring to their
minds all things,whatsocver he had spoken to them:
concluding the whole of his promises with the so-
Iemn asseveration that Heaven end Eurth showld
pass away ; buf that his words should never pass
away : in rolying on the testimony and interpreta-
uon of such a Church, we but obey the Saviour’s
command, But who is a ZLuther, a Calviv, o
Wesley ; or that any man of sound judgment ; whose
Mterpretative authority is greater than hers; or
where in all scripture, the Protestant’s Rule Qf’
Fuith, is any mention made of such individuals, and
their interpretative authorily ?

We admit not, sa7 the Protestants, any inter-
pretavion as human, or the word of mar ; but, as
divinely inspired : For the spirit breatheth wherc
& will—Jobn iii, 8—and we consider all those,
whose interpretation we prefer, as having the Holy
Ghost for their inlcrpreter.

if the Holy Ghost is their interpreter, he inter-
orets then either 2o all; oronly tosome. If toall ;
why do not all agree in their interpretations of
Scripture . for the spirit of truth cannotsay yea and
wag to thesame thing ' If only tv some ;.how am
! Lo hnow that some . for no niracle is wrought in
proof of their opinion 2 Z'he Presbylerians tell me
"hey arethat some.  The Anglicans say, no : for
we are that some.  2°he Methodists assure me that
they are the very some, Nay, the unchristencd
Quakcr§ maintain that they are the only some.
There is not a sect ; o, not a single individual,
wman, woman, or child amoug them, who may not
<laim an equal right to press, alland each, their
patticular cpinion upon you, as the sole inspired
and true onc.  And who can shew me the vanity
fsuch a pretension, where an equal right to inter
pret is granted to all ; & no ininacle is wrought to
decide the question ?

Thus do they, in the application of their Rule of
Fuith,make perfect fools of onc another. &,by their
etdless variations, mad freaks, inconsistencies,
and contradictions, induce those, whom they have

I

-'\.
.,

jans ; Hutchinsonions ; Swuthcotonians, Haldini-

led away from the knowledge and consideration of
the first revealed and only true religion ; to regard
Christianity at large as onc buge mass of absurd
and irreconcilable contradictions, How, indeed,
can such do otherwise, judging, as they must, of the
whole, by tie odd and unceuth fractions of it, with
which alone they afe acquainted > In this, at last,
do we seo fast ending their so much boasted Re-
Ijbrmalibm

Butthe rare absurdity in their Rule of Faith is,
that it grants, and at the same time denies to each,
the right of interpreting. It grants it to every one
interpreting for himself : it denies it to every one
interpreting for otliers. That is, it authorizes e-
very one (o considerhis own private interpretation,
as divinely inspired, and unguestiorably true : but
it forbids him to press it, as such on the belief of
others ; who are not bound to reccive it ; nay, who
are bound to reject it, as but the fallible and unsure
interpretation of Jack, Martin, Ilenry, or whom
you please. 'Thus, their Rulz divides, but.does
not unite, M2 scalters, but docs not guther with
Christ. Linke xi. 23. Aud, hence, the foolish
man’s house is justly said to be built upon sand ;
no two particles of which unite, or adhere together.

Protestants unite but in heaps together, like the
dust,or sand,loosely agglomorated by the winds: as
Lutherans; Zuinglians, or Sacramentarians, Cal-
vinisls, 4nabaptists,Baptists,Pedo Baplists; An-
glicans ; Hugonots; Presbyterians ; Independ-
ents 3 Seceders; Puritans ; rminians 3 Burgh-
ers 3 nti-Burghers ; Swedenburghers ; Ubiqui.
tarians, Lilurtians, Servetians, Muncerians, Beu-
cheldians, Socinians 3 Bidillians, CThitarians ;
Antitrinilarians ; Latitudinagrians, Antinomians;
Osicendrians 3 Johnsonians ; Menonists ; Labba-
dists; Methodists; Wesleyans ; Whitfieldites ;
Hautingdoniles ; Melchiorites ; Adamites ; Heu-
tites ; Killhamites ; New Jerusalemites ; Bfillena-
rians ; Stancariang; Cameronians ; Muggletoni-

ans ; Supralapsarians ; Sublapsarians ; Sabbata-

decide for himself : nay, forbidding him to rely on
the judgment of others : for that were contrary to
his adopted rule ; and subversive of his reforming
principle. Thus every particle of their soveral
heaps remains ; and should, from its disjunctive
princaple, remain quite unconnected with the rest.
And, indeed, in proclaiming themselves the follow -
ers of any one’s opinions, they are evidently trang-
gressing their professed Rule of Fuith, by thus
buiiding thewr faith, not, as they pretend, on the
purely written word ; but on its interpretation by
the individuals , men or women, whose disciples
they profess themselves to be.

The truth is, the Protestant is forced by his Rulv
of Fuith, toaflirm and deny the same thing: He
is the yea and the nay together ; which Saint Paul
in his preaching so loudly disclaims. 2 Cor. i. 18,
19. He declaresbs his Rule, in rejecting the in-
structive authority of the Catholic Church, that he
will abide by no man’s interpretation, but his own ;
nor acknowledge any directing authority on earth,
inthe choice of his creed : and yet he abides by
the interpretation, aud submits to the directing au-
thority, of him or her, who formed the scct, to
which he belongs ;the appellation of which he hes
assumed.

Still, after all, in rejécting, according tohis Rujr
of Fuith, all human interprotation as fallible, and
the word of man ; ought he not, for censistency’s.
sake, to reject also his own, which is likewise Aue
man, andas fallible as that of every: other, which.
his Rule compels him to reject 2 And then, what
would his Ruleof Faith be reduced to? ‘To the
dead letter of the Seripture, without any interpre-
tation whatever.  Zo the letter that Lills; without
the spirit that gives life. 2 Cor. iii. 6.

Still, if the Protcstant must err; and err he must,

without, what e does rot pretend to have, an ine
fallible guide ; and the moment he steps aside

rians ; Daxterians; Necessalarians, Swenk-
Sfeldians,  Sundimanians, or Glassites; HMo-;
ravians ; Denkians, Avesdorfians , Bereans H
Libertines , Seekers ; Sliders , Swaddlers; Tum-}
blers ; Jumpers , Quakers ; SHakers ; Dunkers I
Ranters , Revwers; Expectants ; Familists 5
Catharists ; Separatists, Destructivnists ; Mate-
rialists ; Lniversalists ; Freethinkers ; Dasts H
Sceptics; and our whole Mock-Philosopher-Tribe 3
with a thousand othel dissentient sects ; all the foul
spawn of Luther’s reformation ; to which we might
add all the heresies, that cver went before it ; but
whose names, except with the learned, are buried
in oblivion ; only those of its immediate proncers)
and forcrunners being ever mentioned in modern
controversy ; such as the I¥aldenses; the .A4lbi-
genses ; the Ficliffites ; the Hussites ; &c. &c.
But, like the sand, they hase all-a tendency to se-
parate. Their Raule of Failh destroys all their co-

from the sole path of truth, the further he gous, the
more he stray3: it were lessi..consistent and absurd
for Lim, even in bis error, to abide by his orgmal-

iy adopted scparative principle, the scripture, as

interpreted by himself alone : and not su contradict
himself, by proclaiming this to be Aus Rule of Faith,
and yet, while Le rcjects the interpretatun of the
whole Catholic Cliurch ; and affects to by his arcn
soleinterpreter , allow.ng hunsclt to be swayed by
the interpretation of every upstart dogmatizer : for
by such discrepancy betwixt s words and deeds,
hie verifies the saying of the Psalmist. muMTITA
EST INIQUITAS S1BL.  Jniquity hath lied io herself.
Ps.xxvi. 12, Of tlus, indeed he seems sensible at

last: and is reselved to be no more guilty of such
glating iuconsisteney. He now theretore resumes
lis vrignal rule, the purely toritten word ; and
cauns that night, which Luther did, of being Ins
own svle interpreter 5 an unfettered, independents
seif-taught expounder. It has however beeiiwise-
ly affiened that Ae, who hath kimself for his master,

hesive quality, by making every one independent jjkath a fuol for his scholar. And Solomon says that
of all therest: authorizing every man of sound [jtherzis more hope for a fool, than for ene, 10ho %

| judgment ; and who is not 2aman of sound judgment, ||wise in Ris own conceit. Prov. xxvi. 2. Still,
at Ieast in his own opinion ; to interpret ; judgeand junwilling to look Yack tothat Chyrch, whose Ru-
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thoratative interpretationhe has rejected; and ﬁml-uon the quality of whose wares will depend the pee-
ing himsclf so befooled and bewildered by the va-, ference shewn them by their customers.
rious sand contradictory directions of others 5 he is)]  Yet, after all, what is the unlettered clown to do
fiually tesolved to trust to none, but himself ; :lll-l‘ for a proper Rule of Faith : for to hiw the Bible is
thorized as he is 10 do so Dy his original Rule of i a sealed book ; anil as useless as spectacles were to;
Fuith, and the admitted vital principle of the Pro_‘ the Dlind and sighllcss? What are also (hoscl
testant Retormation.  The  Bible, then ke now, to do, who cannot. perhaps, afford the price of one ?,
proclaims, as the onlv thing needfuls the Bible as : Yet such, without @ Bible, have no Rule of Fuith,
the gne saving whole : the Bille, wihout note orlf Without a Rule of Faith, they canuot be true be-|
comment : the Bible, in fine, aml nothing but the lievers. Ifnot ¢ruc belicvers, they cannot be sav-
Bible! ! ! “ed. Therefore, without knowing toread, they can-,
Down, then,w.i: all Cliureh establishments. For, not be saved.  Without the means of procuring a!
why maintam, at such an cnormous expense, with | Bible, they cannot be saved.  The Dblind without
all their wives and families, a seripture expoundinz| sight ; ard the dim, or short-sighted, without spec- |
Clergy ; whase expositions none are bound to re-' tacles, cannot be smed. Without rags, paper, a
ceive : nay., which all are bound to reject, as the ! printing press, und a careful printer, no one can be,
Sallible word of wan, and not their Ruleof Faith, | a true belicver, or expect sahvation ! 1!
the written word, or Bible? Asthe Bible is now! CONCLUSION.
their all in all 3 what further expense need they be Such are the principal negatives, which constitute
at, than the price ot onc? Thus, that slone, (-||“'° Protestant’s creed. 'There are all In's. own ;
gainst which at first they stumbled and tere bro-| and all that he can call kis own. Yet, let him not

ken ; now rolling over them, will gr nd them alt!, boast of his property :for, as his all is negative ;

/| wonid

20 powder. Matt. xxi. 44,

Here; then, at lenath is scen, the destroyer’s
work in good earnest : and all the motley fabric of
falsehood and fully is on the point of ending, in the
wery principle, in which it first began ; the right
assumed by every one of interpreting the seripture
forhimself's and of fashioning his faith according-
$v. The scorpion shall then have stung itself’:
and the Bible, which was the Alphe, will prove
the Omegaof the reformation.

Under this new form, wbich Protestantism is

fast taking 5 the very one it took at firs*, when Lu-
ther said ke stood alone; and which, for consisten-
cy's sake it should have kept; for Protestantismis
‘notan uniting, but a dividing ; not a congregal-
ing, buta dispersing principle : under thiy renova-
ted, or reviving form ; th. whole reformation will
unidergo a complete and wonderful change. At
the touch of that magic wand, which its latest in-
spiring spirit is just now waving over it 3 we shall
seeall its churches, chapels, tabernacles and con-
venticless with all their pulpits, pews, bells and
steeples ; vanish, like the nightly fugs, before the
breezy breath of the morning. Its prophete wil' be
¥t behind, but stript of all their distinctive cover-
ings. The shovel hat and band ; the powdered
wig ; the skirt, that hides the bishop’s breech ; the
Proad bxiromed beaver, and square-tailed surtout ;
shall all melt in air, and disappear ; leaving their
ate wearers an undistinguished group, in their own
natural shapes and dimer .ions.

In this its Jatest, simplest, perfect state ; just end-
4ng where it first began ; their Religion will consist
in an uncommented bible: for the furnishing forth
of which, however, there must be, what is called
the raw material ; that is, rags, to make paper of.
‘There must also be a paper-mill , with types be-
sides ‘and a printing press : but, above all, a care-
ul printer.  No other teacher will be required, or
allowed, besides the 4, B, C, man; or reading
master. Should missionaries be sentabroad ; they
goust he netther tract-pedlers, nor seriplure ex-
ﬁowndsrs 5> but, simply and solely, bible-venders ;

 his all is nothing. The posilive portion of his be-
lief is not Protestant, but Catholic. He holds it,
+'with that scripture, which he affects so much to
. prize, of that very Church, against which he pro-
 dests.

her doctrine ; heis yeaand nay.  Or, rather, he is
!'always nay : for the affirmative yea belongs to the

I Catholic.

B{BLICAYL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS.

Continued.
DEUTERONOMY:

Chapter 33. Verse 7. Jn the blessing twilk
which the man of God, Moses, blessed the children
\of Isracl before” his death: we observe, when he
'speaks of Juda, his prophetic allusion to the Re
' deemer, who was to spring from that tribe,— Hear,
O Lord, says he, the voiceof Juda: and pring
thim in v o his people.  The voice of Juda, was
"the pray erof that tribe in particular that Goo
 distingt. shing promisc in its favour might be full-
[filled : and that the predicted holy ore might at
"Yength be born’ of it; in which wish the Jowish
. Lawgiver, the representative of the whole syna-
:ﬁoguc, joins ; praying God 1o bring him in uato
ihis people: and aluding i bhis invincible might,
Ithe might of the divine person incarnate, rendering
,the man of Juda, the humanity, which he took of
that tribe, triumphant over al his encmies. [fis
hands, says Moses, shall fight for him: and he
| shall be his helper against his cnemics.

Verses viii. 9. In addressing Lievi, he reminds
/that tribe of the perfection and doctrine, which
they are charged to keep : and carrying his view

‘the Jewish one ; he alludes to their mare perfect
"abstraction from all worldly connections. It is
| Chirist’s unmarricd priesthood, the christian tribe
,of Levi, who, according to Moses, hath said to his
' father and to kismother ; I donot know you; and
“to his brethren : I know you not: and their own
|children they have not known. These,adds Moses,
iiave kepl thy tword, and ovserved thy covenants
\thy judgements, O Jacob! and thy law, O Isracl!
.Yes; obedient at the Saviour’s call, they have
left father and mother ; sister_and brother ; wife
”and children, and all things elsc to follow him.—
iPhese, in the perfect sense, have kept the words,
|'and obscrved the covenang, and the judgements of
'ihe prefigured Jacob; and the law of the real
s Izzael, '
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And by graunting paxt, and denying part of

'to the Levitical order of the Saviour, prefigured by |;

Verse 10.—Zhey shall put incense in thy wrath:
and holocaust wpon thy altar. ‘That is, they shall
appense the wrath of God by offaing up o I
prayer and sacrifice,

Verse 11.—Bless, O Lord, his strength; aud
receipe the worls of bis hands. Strike the backs o1
his encwies ; and let not them, who hate him, ris:
The Saviour himself shews us this blessing granted
to his Eriesllmod, in his solemn promise that k.

¢ with them at all times, cven to the end ol
the world ; and that the gates of hell showld never
precail egainst his Church.

Verse 12.—In the Dblessing of Benjamin, the
youngest of the patriarchal tribes, an allusion scemns
made to the disc'xlplo the best beloved of the Lord.
the youngest of the twelve Apostles: who, as in «
bride chamber, the abode of love, rested between his
shoulders ; .eclined on Jesus’ breast, The words
of the text are these : end to Benjamin he said .
the best beloved of the Lord shall dwell confidently
i him.  Asin a bride chamber shall he abide all
the day long : and between  his shoulders shell he
rest. In afurther striking sense is the apostle
St. John likened to Benjamin, the youngest of the
twelve patriarchs : for as Benjamin was born to
his reother Rachacl, when her soul was depurting,
and death was now at hand ; on which account ske
called iim BENONI, or the son of her pain. So to
Mary, at the foot of the cross, did the beloved
disciple provo the son of her pain; when at the
moment that Simeon’s prophecy concerning her
was veyified 3 when the sword of grief had pierced
her heart, at the sight of the sufferings and igno-
miny, which her divine son endured ; when she fcli
like Rachael, her soul departing, and as it were
death itself at hend; be was given to her, as her
son, instead of her expiring Jesus : as Benjamin
wasto Rachael, instead of her darling Juseph,
whom she had lost.—Gen. xxxv. 18.—Well might
she call him then BENON3, the son of her pain :
on hearing these last words of her most beloved :
woman, behold thy son ! Son, behold thy mother !

Verse 13.—-In blessing Joseph Moses folls in
wifh the prophetic strain of Jacob, when impasting
to that patriarch, the chief protolygc in name and
conduct of the Saviour, his dying bencdiction; a3
may be seen, on referring to Jucob’s words in
Genesis. ch.xlix, v. 22, &c.  He isstyled by both
the Nazurite, or holy one, among kis brethren.~
The beautiful one ; the SPECIOSUS FORMA PR(P-
FiLus 1onminus: the beautiful above the chif-

dren of men, as the royal propbet designateshim,
Ps. xliv. 8, on whose head all benediction is in-
voked. MWhose korns are as the horns of the Rhi-
noceros ; withthem shall he push thenations even lo
the ends of the earth ; that is, whose might is irre-
sistible ; and to whose yoke all the nations of the
carth shall be subjected: that which already is
nearl; verified by the conversion of almost ali the
. pagan nations to christianity.
The blessings of the other tribes by Moses, a1-
;lude to particulars, which few among the leamncd
liave been able to explain.  Only inthe end, what
he says of Jsracl is evidently spoken of the whole
people of God,—namely, the church of Christ.—
Israel, says be, shall dwell in safety amd alone
that is securc, though neverassociated with otherss
Verse 98.—Zhe cye of Jucob in a land of corn §
win : in the spiritual scnse, the attention of God
is constantly {uracd towards our propitiatory victim
in the Euclaristic sacrifice . wisdom’sfeast, Prov.
ix, the corn of the clect, and the wine engendering
virgins. Zach.ix. 17, the Lread, which isthe

i

body ; and the wine, which is theblood of the
Redecmer.
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The Heavens shall be nusty with dew. The dew
of Heaven, sofiening aud  festibizing the dry and
barreusoil; is an cinblem of divine grace, produc-
my similar effects on the minds of tho faithful.

Yerse, 29.  Blessed art thow, O Isracl, who 13
1.lic tothee, O people! thow art saved by the Lord,
the shield of thy help, and the sword of thy glory:

Blessed is that Church, which the Redeemer hes
wunded; where salvation is from the Lord, who
yrotects her; and whose word is her glorious and
consuering weapon,

Z'hy enemies shall deny thee:
trample wpon their necks.

On the necks of how many, who have denied her,
has she already trampled? Wlio can name all the
protesters against her, whom she has troddendown.
‘I'hcy have all vanished, and others have appeared;

sver whom also she is here foretold to prevail.
The end of Deuteronomy.

1 sE BOOK OF JOSHUA,

The following names. Joshua, Osce, Josepl and
Jesus, have altin Hebrew the same incaning; and
signify the Saviowr.

Chapter 3,—Verse 11. Behold the ark of the

rovenant of the Lord of all the earth shall go before
youw into the Jordan.

The priesthondcarryiug the ark, go before, and
guide the people into the land of promise—~This

and thow shalt

Jiews in the realization of the figure that the peo-;

ylc are tobe guided by the priesthood.

Verse 17.  And the priests, who carried the ark
of the covenant of the Lord steod girded uwpon the
dry ground in the midst ofthe Jordan; and all the

people passed over throwgh the channel that was fil-

Redup,

"The passage of the people through the Jordan,
w:th Joshua at their head; represents the passage
of the faithfut into heaven, with Jesus at their head;
through the waters of bubtism: he having impart-
v by his baptism in the Jordan, the sanctifying
virtue to the water, applied, in obedience to his
command, to the faithful, in thename of the adora-
ble trinity, as the sign of the internal cleansing
grace of his holy spirit.  Fhen are we born again,
as he himself expresses it, of water and the Foly
Chost; and fitted to cnter the kingdom of God,
the true land of promise. John, 8, x. The priests
rundin girded in the midst of the Jordun, till all

ihe proplehad passed over. They are at their post, |

70 baptize all who enter the true Jand of promise.
o, says the Saviour, andteach all nations, babtiz-
ANg them in the name af the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost, $e.

To becontinued.
SRR
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HUSENBETH’S DEFENCE OF THE CATHOLIC

CHURCH,
. Conti
Mr. White tells us thathe does “no?nbte“lli?;'e

that virginity, by its own intrinsi i
without referg'nceyto some virtio?x:mp:\x1 cn:é %xnh‘i
vglue in-the eyes of God.” Buthe §s well' aware
that the virginity recommended and practiced in
%Cntbohc Church, has referrence tomany virty-
Dutpases; such aB being more freo fo serve

God and our neighbour, being better able, by this
Iconstant check upon our inclinations, to gain that
Imastery over ourselves, which is so nccessary in
ltorder to keep in sub{eclion all our rebellious pass-
llions. e asks if celibacy and virginity are not
‘described imehe New Testament as peculiar and
'uncommon gifts? Certainly they are; and when
“did Catholics say that thoy are not!  QOur Redeem-
‘er himself has said that ¢‘all men receivo not this
iword, but they to whom it is given.”” (St. Matt.
ixix, 10, 11,12,) Buthe also added, “*he that can
;rcccivc it, let him reccive it;” and this is all we
,contend for.  'Wo contend that it is good and com-
'|mondnble, for altthose who feel that “they can
)rccci\'c it,’, that they can live better in that state,

1

and thus become more detached frum the things of
this world, and *‘carc more for the things of the
Lord.” Mr. White asks if our Saviour and his
| Apostles did not warn and caution us about it, as
;often as they alluded to it? Yes; because they knew,
"whal we never thought of denying, thut it is a state
jof greater perfection and difliculty, and therelore
!- it was necessary to caution people not to enter up-
" on it without mature deliberation, an# ofler engag-
Iliui,'in it, tobe doubly vigilant to persevero fuitg-
fully inour engagements to the end, The Catholic
I! Church has uniformly repeated the same warn-
ings.
Il Dr. White abjectsto the tyranuy, as he considers
'1it, of perpetual vows.  Butif virgivity is good, and
| for those who can receive it, better than marriage,
as St. Paul distinctly says why not be permitted
to make a vow of remaining in this betterand more
perfect state? 1€ Mr. Whito would have such vows
to beonly fora time, and not for life; we reply
| that vows are necessary to fix the incontancy nat-
ural to human nature, and to givemore merit to
good works: and they are best when perpetual; be-
| cause religiot$ women, who have an intention, at
the expiration of their temporary engagemeut, of]
{ returning to the world, and settling in it, have other
idcas than those of devoting themaelves to the dut-
ies of chatity and religion. As to the early age at
which Mr. White cemplains that youths and vir-
ins are ““allured by the church of Rome to bind
g:cmselves with perpetual vows;> we maiutain that
the age is mature enough for them tobe fully aware
of what they are capabﬁe, and to what they “engage
themselves: besides, the timoe of their probation
and noviceship, before theygmake any engage-
ment, islong enough for them to kuow by expe-
rience, the obligetions, pains and difficulties of a
religious life and a slate of continency., The
Church takes every precaution {o prevent any for-
ced vowsor professions. A novice is always
strictly cxamined, and obliged to declare upon
oath, if shewas forced orallured to enter a convent,
and it is ascertained if she knows the extent of the
obligationsshe takes upon herself by her vows.
Ifitis aflerwards proved that there wasany compul-
sion, hex vows are declared null and void.  But,
says, Mr. White, the nunneries are large ‘houscs,
with high walls like prisons; having shall windows
at a great distance from the ground, and guarded
by strong and close iron bars, bristled over with
lopg spikes.” ‘This is of course to raise horror
and sentimentality, and make people belicve that
the inmates of these convents are prisoners for-
: cihtlg incarcerated. Buthow far isthis from the
truth!  Bars, and spikes and high walls, arenot so
much to hihder the nuns from gelting out; asto
hinder young libertines from getlingin; to pro-

I

tect the religious from insult; and particularly to
securs thewr reputation from the calumnies of the
wickedy I¥such means were necessary for pre-

venting the inmates from cscaping, we should find
them every where employed for thatpurpese; but
we could point out most regular and exemplary
communities where they are not to be found;and
Mr. White advances, what we defy him to prove,
thxt in-nunnerlesin England, “mapy feel at present
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uvhappy.”’ He can know litlle about convenls
here; und it is unworthy of an honourable man to.
castupon them such sweeping and groundless im-
putations.

But If he cannot prove nuns unbappy in this
country, he is determined they shall be elsewhere,
and therefore be straves to illustrate his positions by
three afferting histories of nuns; of whom two were
Lis own sisters, and the othera young lady known
to him, whese name was Maria Francisca Bar
reiro.  Far be it from the writer of theso pages to
withhold sincere sympathy for the loss Mr., White
has sustained in histwo aisters, holy and virtuous as
they undoubtedly were. But, fiat justitia! the
world is notto be told, with so little proot, that
these young ladies were brought carly to the grave
by a conventual life.  Of the first, he says, “air,
amusement and excrcise might have saved her,”?
They might, but then they also might not: and she
could have enjoyed all these freely in the enclos-
ure: for convents always have gardens for air and
amusement attached to them,” and we are sory
sure that the carcand  tender solicitude of nuas,
for their sick, is posilively not equalled by that
of any relatives or description of persons on carth.
The other sister embraced, it appears, a severe
rule; but she had sufficient timc to consider beés
fore she took the step; she kad at least a twelve-
month aftor she assumed the habit, to try all the
rigours of the rule, before she mado her vows at.
her profession.  If she acted afterall imprudently.
she alone was {o blame, and not the institute which
she embraced. 'We feel deeply for the anguish.
which the death of these angcﬁc beings must have
inflicted on their brother; but we cannot content-
edly suffer that private feelings and individual mis~
fortunes should be brought forth as coudemna‘txo\'y
of asystem, sirctioned by the wisdom of so many
centuries.  Asto {be marrative of Maria Francisca
which isrepcated in Lolh Mr. White’s books, in
the same words, we Lave to observe, first, thatit
appears from Mr. While’s own account, that this
la dy wag disliked and ill-used by ket mother;
and, rather than live with hier, she caine to theim-
pious Yesolution of “‘risking the salvation of her
soul;”’ and so entered a convent, evidently without
a proper vocalion to such a lifes Any ond 1biat
acte thug, issure to be unhappy ina convent, and
descrves to Ve so. Sccon&ly, that she three years
after made herescape from the convent, and ap-
peared quite in despair, soying to Nr. White
there is no hope for me!  Who can wonder at this®
She entered a convent feeling that she was not
called to a conventual life; she took solermn vows,,
which she felt she was not called upon to take;
and if she aflerwards broke these vows, and for~
sook the convent, she may casily have bordered
on despair; but who was to blame? Certainly not
the convent, but_herself. Thirdly, that being obli-
ged to return to her cowvent, her friends endeavore
ed to prove the nullity of her profession, butfailedy
“‘because,’” says Mr. White, “the laws of Trent
were positive.”” But how is the conventual sys-
tem to be blamed here? She was not forced in
the firstinstance to make those vows; she made
them of her own accord, resoved even fo “‘risk
her salvation” by makipg them. Thus the law of
the Council, which provides for,the nullity of pro-
fession in cases where the nuo has been compell-
ed where wholly inapplicable here. She had acfed
impiously, and was now {oabide by the consequ-
ences of her impiety; and though she certainly
deserved pity, that pity should lead no onefd
forget the {u.f,ﬁce of exoneraling religion from any
blame in the transaction. . .

Mr. White, entirély passihg’over the sound
reason and manifest advautages which recommend
that priesis should lead a single life, is wholly
bent upou-the gross and perverse idea, that'where
martiage isnot tyerferrc a vicious course of Jife
myst inevitably follow. How insultng is suchin
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assumption, not only to the sauctity of so many
thousands of holy Bishops and other Clergy of
whom the Catholic Church has been abie to boast
inevery age, but cven to numbers of virtuous Jay-
men, who hate soluntarily remained unmarried,
and yet heen models of purity and holiness!  We
shall briefly state the advantages of celibacy,
and refute Mr. White’sdisgraceful deduction. A
single life is of itsell a more perfect state, and more
becoming the clergy, than the use of marriage,
St Paul teaches this clearly (I Cor. vii* 32, 83),
where he says that the unmarried careth for the
things of (he Lord. When the heretic Jovinian,
first broached the doctrine that there was not more

merit in a single life, the Church unanimously con- !

demned bim.  Letthe duties of a priest be consid-
ered—administering the sacraments, particularly
<confession; attending the sick, and even persons
-with the most infectious disorders, and liable to be
«alled at all hours of the day and night. That he
must he the father of the poor; of widows, of or-
-phauns, and the consoler of the afMlicted and desolate.
How incompatible are all these {)ainful funct:ons
with the solicitudes of 2 married lile! A married
“priest, morcover, could never sccure for himself
the respect and confidence essential for the success
«of his ministry; and particularly the great confid-
ence necessary for bim as a confessor It is eas
o conceive this from the conduct of the Greeks
-towards their married priests, and the little respect
alnd confidence of Protestants towards their minis-
ers.

But to whom is the practice of continenco pain-
#ul? To those who have not always been chaste.
*To these whogre infected with the too common
Jepravity of manners in the world. Let the causc
Re removed, and virtu~ will soon resume herrights.
“Where scandalous irregularities bave diggraced
he clericai profession, zi\ave they been found in
ghose who were zealous and laborious ip the dis-
«charge of their duties; or rather, in thuse svho ne-

Tected prayer and study, and were unfaithful to
ﬁneir charge, idle'and dissipated; aod intruded into
the sacrcd ministry by family ambition and
“dntrigue, and witheut any real vocation?

Protestants have not alwayr disapproved of cel-
ibacy with the virulence of Mr, White. NMr,
Thorndike’s judgment is worthy of attention: ‘A
single iife is a safer way to perfection in Christian-
ity than marriage. So is the profession of the
glergy,—and the grace which our Lord, and St.
Paul after®him, owns in themthat do this, is nota

eculiar temper of the body, obliging him that

ath it tolive single, and him hat hath it not, to
marry, buta siugle zeal, to waive that which God,
makes lawful forus, that we may  the better come
{0 his kingdom.”

Here a learned Profestant judges a_single life

2o be <“a safer way to perfection;’’ and Mr.t‘Whitc,
who nuow calls himself a Protestant, proclaims st any
injury to public morals, ond that there s no alter-
native hetween matrimony nnd the grossest pro-
fligacy. Deeply do we sigh over the man that
could put forth snch shamcless declarations as
these' * Weare unwilling to charge him with hav-
ing never known the purity of a holy priest after
Gol’s own heart: weare unwilling to chargehim
with haviag had the most abansioned characters for
his assactates; and we feel great veluctance to de-
file onr pages willisonue catracts in his own words
though they are recessary to vindicate our insulted

Y [l most priests wade through the reiry slough of a vic-

of God from those of their tyrannical ciurch, tram-
pled both under foot, in riotous despair.  Such are)
the sources of the knowledge T posscss. God, sor-
row and remorse, are my witnesses.””  Soan after
he mentions one of his particular fricnds, who after,
being promoted to one of the highest clerical dig-,
nities in Spain,** sunk at once into the grossest and |
most daring profligacy,”” of which he gives an in-
stance too abaminable to appear in these pages. |
Afer this come the following remarkable words: 1
had loved him when both our minds svere pure; 1
loved him when Catholicism had driver us both,
from the path of virtue,”’ &c. Such avowals need:
litle comument: butif fuch was the character of|
Mr. Whitc and his bosom friends, we will not en-’
dure that the venerable body of Fathers assembled )
at the Council of Trent should have it asserted of
them with daring and impious calumny, and with-
out any attempt at proof against even one individ-
ul,that of *six-hundred bishops, few could have
cast the first stone at the adultress.”” Nor can we
read without indignation, the broad assertion that

ious life; having the happiness to know from person-
al acquaintance with so many ornaments of the
Catholic priesthood, and so many other respect-
able sources of conviction, how far such 2 charge
is truth, from and aven probability, The innocent;
are nothere to suffer for the gutlty. the venerable
body of Catholic Clergy is not thus to beimpeach-
ed because Mr. White's friends, some Spanisb ec-
clesiastics, sacrilegiously broke their eolemn
vows.

Mr. Whitcisanadmirer of Erasmug. #Has he
forgotien that great man’s satirical condemnation
of the eagerness with which the reformers flew to
matrimony?  ““This is the way then that they
crucify themselves! The reformation secems to
have had no other cnd but to transform monks and
nuns into husbands and wives; and this grand
tragedy will end like the comedies, where all are
marvied in the Jast act!” It doesnot appear that
Mr. White has married; butin the first Dialogue
of his Pro. :rvative, page 24, he signifies that he
should Lave had 1o scruple about it. St. Paul,
however, amnexcs the guilt of damnation toa
breach of a vow of chastity. And St. Augustine
declares his opinion thus; ¢“I am not afraid tosay,
that {alling from clastity vuwed (o God, s
worse than advltery.”

On this subject we shail mu.ke but one more
observetion. Inmaking only a general use of
knowledge acquired as a Confessor, which Mr,
White has done according to bis own acknowledg-
ment, in pages 130, 138, and 135 of his <‘Evidence,”
he has acted as dishonourably as man is capable of
acting. Thoughhe might cease to consider the

c!crg{. The following are Mr. White’s ownac
knowled

how much they disclose ofthe character of their|
authrr, and decide U such a man be an immacul-l
ate witness or judge of the value of celibacy.
Speakiug of such ceclesiasticsas were his own in-
timafe fricnd, he says: “The coarse frankness of]
associate dissolutencss, left no sccrets among the
spiritual slayes; who, unable to separate the laws

ments; and letthe rcader consider welll)

obligation sacramentally, he could not, asa gentie-
man and a man of honour, consider the trust so re-
posed in him but ag mostsacred and eternally m-
violable; und though he hasnotbetrayed individuals
he has reflected upon whole badics, in a manacr
which renders him for, ever unwortby of confi-
dence.

To be continucd.

‘The following lines on the loss of time were written by the
Inte Rev. Dr Geddes, to the well known tune of the
Cotwden knolls ; a profane ballud, composcd. like matn
others, by tho beottish reformers for the faudable pue-
sasp of tregning away people’s minds fiun the Culhon.

Tymns ; onc of which was sung to this sweet and s !
coinair The mnsic of this, and of severnl other sub
hroc and plaintive Scottish melodies, is supposcd ths
production of the unfortunate David Rizzio.

THE REPENTING sx;;gm:lr:t—on, THE 1.0OSS OP

0, the years ! the many, mauy years,
‘That'1 have spent in vain !

O could I with my sighs and tears
Recall them back agan !

But no. they’regone. They’re ever, cyer gone
No power can them restore .

And all the motoents 1 have run,
Are lost for evermore.
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The health and streogth, that God mec lent
‘F'o save my precious soul,

1n vice and folly hive I spent,
Sinning without control.

And now the prime of life is past
My force, I feel, decays :

Then let me mansye at the last
My few remaining days.

Let me, with broken heari and mind,
Revise cach guilty hour ;

Perhaps I mercy yet may find, .
And live, and’ sin 0o more.

What though my crimes more numegous are
Thaa stars in” Winter's sky 1

TWhat though again they’re redder far
Than scarlet’s decpest dye 1

One_saving drop of that dear blood,
Which from the side did fall

Of Him, who hung tipon the wood,
Can soon expungo them all.

Have merey then, O gracious Lord !
And my remittance 1si;;lnl !
The more thy mercy doth accord,
The greater glory thine.
‘I'hou surely hsstnot said in vain :
DMore i’oy inheav’n iz e
For the lost ahet?, that's found cgain,
Than those, thut never stray’d.
T}ﬁ' grace minc aid, no more I'll stray :
o more misknow thy voice.
Where thou, oy shepherd, lead’st the way,
That way shﬁ be my choice.
Xf casual falls retard my pace,
With speed again Pliinse :
With specd I’ll reassume the race,
And run, and gain the prize.
—e——
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