Technical and Bibliographic N /Notes techniq et bibliographiques i

-

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best . L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire

original copy available for filming. Features of thjs qu’ll lui a 6té possible de se procurer. Les détails
copy which may be bibliographically unique, de cet exemplaire-qui sont peut-8tre uniques du
which may alter any of the images in the point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
reproducti or which may significantly change une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une ¢
the usual method of filming, are checked below. modification dans la méthode normale de filmage

sont indiqués ci-dessous.

D Coloured covers/ ’ Coloured pages/
C ture de | Pages de couleur
D Covers damaged/ Pages damaged/
Couverture endommagée Pages endommagées
D Covers restored and/or laminated/ - [Q/ﬁ&gps restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées
D Cover title missing/ ’ E/Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
1 Le titre de couverture manque Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées
D Coloured maps/ P Pages detached/ i :
Cartes géographiques en coulour Pages détachées
: D Colouredr ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/ Showthrough/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bloug ou noire) - Transparence . |-
b D Coloured plates and/or illustrations/ Quality of print varies/ ’
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur Qualité inégale de I'impression ¢
D Bound with other material/ Includes supplementary material/ .
- Relié avec d'autres documents Comprend du matériel suppiémentaire = -
= 3
D Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion Only edition available/
along interior margin/ Seule édition disponible ;
Lareliure serrée peut causer de I'ombro ou de la !
distortion le long de la marge intérieure . Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata j
i . L slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to
D Blank during ation may ensure the best possible image/
appear within the text. Whenever possible, thm ) Les pages totalement ou partiellement
have been omitted from filming/ ™ " obscurcies par un feuillet d’errata, une pelure,
1f se peut que certaines pages bla aj etc., ont 6té filmées a nouveau de fagon a
. lors d’'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte, obtenir la meilleure image possible.
4 . mais, lorsque cela était pouiblo. ces pages n‘ont ) ) T
pas é6té filmées. -
D Additional comments:/ s
C taires supplé ires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.
10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 10X

/

- |

[- - I ]

3- -






HENRY;

OR,

.

THE JUVENILE TRAVELLER.

f&;l:g;g,w e et



WiLsoN & SON, PRINTERS, 57, SKINNERSTREET, LONDON.




¢

e e s

B TS N1

HENRY;

oR,

THE JUVENILE TRAVELLER.

A FAITHFUL DELINEATION OF A VOYAGE ACROSS THE ATLANTIC, IN

A NEW YORK PACKET;

A DESCRIPTION OF A PART OF THE UNITED STATES—MANNERS

AND CUSTOMS OF THE PEOPLE;

A JOURNEY TO CANADA; WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THE COLONIES—
EMIGRATION——SKETCHES OF SOCIETY—~EXPENSES OF
TRAVELLING—SCENERY, ETC. ETC.

BY THE

WIFE OF A BRITISH OFFICER,

RESIDENT IN CANADA. “

LONDON :
SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, axp CO.

STATION ERS’-HALL-COURT.

1836.

e v 1}



W

~ Ty




- m————

2
4?",

| ~ ADDRESS,

‘7 T i £

IN offering to her yo(fthful friends and the
. public the litgle:;WOyk- of “ HENRY, or fhe_
JUVENILE Tk:&VELLER,” the Authoress
cannot presume to anticipate either a har-
vest of fame or émqlumer_)t: her ambition,
“however, would‘lead‘her to. hope that her
volumeytrifling as it'?may appear, will not
be who}i‘yﬁ‘destitute of interést, but upon
perusal will be found to contain some use-
ful information, blended with a faithful and
correct statement of facts, which it has been
her endeavour to pourtray in a manner
*which she judged would be most likely to
be read with pleasurable feeling by those
for whom it is chiefly designed; and she
trusts that the eye of scrutiny will not be
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able to detect’ throughout her pages the
spirit of detraction or malevolence : ‘she has
. spoken of persons, places, and things, as she

found them, strictly adhering to the prin-

. ciple,—that her pen should not be guided
by prejudice, or influenced by circum-
stances. '

B - Lower €aNapa, ) B -

1835.
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THE JUVENILE TRAVELLER.

CHAPTER I.

The Embarkation.

‘“ Away ! away ! the ship rides fast
On the North wind’s eagle wings,
Gracefully she bows her mast,

And onward, onward springs.”

“ ANDp shall we not return to England for a very
rery long time, mamma ?” said little Henry
B——, addressing hiz mother, as they entered
the London Docks, for the purpose of embarking
fn the packet-ship Columbia, for New York.
“The period of our absence is uncertain, my

dear,” was the reply. “ You know we are go-

ing to join your papa in Canada, and as he is an
>
officer-in his Majesty’s service, his movements
. s A

»
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2 HENRY, OR

do not depend upon himself: I hope our absence
from our native land will not be very long, but
that, when the period allotted for your father’s
services in Canada may have expired, we shall
return to our valued friends, and to dear Old
England, which nature and early associations
have taught us to love beyond any other

- country.”

The conversation between Henry and his

" mother was here interrupted by-an announce-
" ment that the packet was under weigh, and
would leave the dock immediately.

Before we advance in our narrative, it will
perhaps be gratifying to our young readers to

‘learn a little more of Henry’s history, whom we
; .consider a smart intelligent boy of his age, having

hardly attained his tenth year, when he embarked
with his mamma and sister, on a passage to New
York to join his father, who we have already
stated to be an officer in his Majesty’s service,
and was then stationed in Canada. In conse-
quence of the public duties.of this parent, the
education of his little son had hitherto chiefly
devolved on his mother, who, although of a trufi§
indulgent disposition, loved her child too well to

spoil him: to make him wise and happy had |
been with her a consideration of the greatest §
magnitude : ‘the first of these blessings she knew }
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THE JUVENILE TRAVELLER. 3

Le could not enjoy if suffered to contract habits
of idleness ; he was, therefore, never allowed to.

be unemployed ; and in the hope that he might
| obtain the second important object, special care
had been taken to instil into his young mind such
a fund of good principle and useful knowledge
as might be expected to lay the foundation for
an honourable and virtuous life. 'Li'ttle Henry
loved his parents” with great tenderness, and
was looking forward with much delight to the
prospect of soon joining his father, who had en-
gaged to become his future preceptor. Under
maternal instruction he had already obtained a
laudable ambition to progress as far as possible
in such studies as would prove that his time had
not been misemployed during the temporary se-
paration from his excellent father ; at least such
is our impression ; but we will leave our young
friends to form their own judgment as they follow
‘little Henry on his voyage across the Atlantic,
and after his arrival on the continent of America,
sanguinely hoping that their expectations of him
may not be disappointed, nor the time devoted to
the persual of this little volume considered as
mispent. ‘

It . was on the 25th of July, 1832, that our
juvenile hero commenced his voyage from the

1S
v"
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renowned London Docks: the bustle, the con-
fusion, and the novelty of the scene, as he was
hurried on board the Columbia, tended quickly
to dispel the cloud of sorrow which on that
morning shaded his usually cheerful brow; for
although Henry had much happiness to antici-
pate in meeting his father, he was still not insen-
sible to feelings of deep regret as he received the
parting embrace of many valued and much-loved
friends ; but, above all, he felt that he was about
to bid a lengthened adieu to an elder brother,
for whom he justly cherished the tenderest re-
gard, and from whom he was now for a season
to be separated by the * wide expanse of ocean.”
But warm as were such feelings, this was not to
his young mind the time for deep reflection: the

tear was dashed from liis eye, and his countenance

bore but one expression of inquiry and amaze-
ment. He longed to ask his mother a thousand
questions about the vessel and the peopleon board,
but as he knew that she had at that moment
much to occupy her mind, he judged it an impro-
per time to trouble her, and therefore remained
a silent spectator of passing events until the ship
reached Gravesend, when the breeze freshening,
Henry, with many of his fellow-passengers, found
it expedient to retire to the cabin: the disagree-

L 2l S o B |
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THE JUVENILE TRAVELLER. 5

able qualms of sea-sickness were not, however,
of very long duration, for by the time the vessel
had anchored at Portsmouth, he pronounced
himself to be convalescent, and was again to be
seen on deck. '

Lt

.
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CHAPTER IL

» Departure from Portsmouth.

¢¢ Slow moves our vessel o’er the vs;at'ry way,
No wind disturbs the ev’ning’s placid calm,
No threat’ning billows dash around their spray ;
We see no danger, and we fear no harm.”
F. W.N. B.

Tue weather was beautifully fine, and the inces-
sant bustle occasioned by the arrival and return
of boats conveying visitors of all descriptions to
and from the shore, afforded a variety of scene
well calculated to divert the youthful thought
from that gloomy foreboding and depression,
which, in spite of our efforts, will invariably
obtrude itself upon the mind of every reflecting
individual who is about to bid adieu to their na-
tive land to brave the dangers of the * foamy
deep,” trusting to a plank only between them-

- selves and eternity.

The scene of confusion and bustle on board
the packet relieved all monotony, and afforded
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but little time or inclination for reflection: from
the rising of the sun until the going down‘of the
same, a complete fleet of boats of all sorts and
sizes were to be seen. sailing or plying to and
from the identical Columbia, while the increasing
arrival of cabin and steerage passengers excited
the utmost astonishment in the mind of our little
hero, who could not conceive where they were
all to be stowed: there were about thirty-five in
the cabin; and in the steerage, besides the sailors,
upwards of a hundred individuals emigrating to
America, many of them mechanics, and others
agticulturists, who were quitting their native
soil, hoping in the New World to 1mprove their
fortunes !

Henry was greatly dehghted to see in the
number of the cabin passengers a charming little
boy about his own age, whose prepossessing
manners led him to believe that he was likely to
have an agreeable-and suitable companion : this
little felow was the son of a mercantile gentle-
man, who, with his family, was returning from
a British and continéntal tour to his establish-
ment in New York. Mr. F. and his amiable
wife formed a very pleasing addition to the
society of the Columbia, and appeared to be
educating their children (for' they had also-a
daughter with them) ‘with care and judgment.

R
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Henry’s mother had, therefore, much pleasure
in seeing her little son associate with his chosen
friend, though his companions were always se-
lected by her with care and solicitude, as a mat-
ter she considered of the utmost importance
towards forming his mind.

At Portsmouth the captain of the packet joined'
the vessel: he was an excellent, kind-hearted
man, and soon became a reigning favourite, not
only with the more important personages on
board, but also with the young tribe, particularly
with Henry, whose numerous questions he an-
swered with great condescension, and spared no.
pains in explaining to him the names of the dif-
ferent ropes and their separate uses, the forma-
tion of the rigging, the mode of mﬁing a solar
observation, in the use of the quadrant; so that
by the time Mrs. B. was able to take her seat
upon deck, for she had suffered distressingly
from the effects of sea-sickness, she found her
little som had gained much nautical information,
and felt himself of no small importance in being .
able to explain to his mamma many particulars
in navigation of which she, had hitherto been
perfectly unacquainted : it was also a subject of
gratification to her to find that his mind had been
usefully and actively employed, for, in conse-
quence of indisposition, she was obliged during
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the voyage to relinquish her usual attention to
his studies.

Their passage, however, promised to be of
short duration, for a favourable breeze had been
wafting them for some days through the briny
ocean at the rate of ten knots an hour.

While the chessmen, backgammon, draughts,’
Lord Byron, and Mrs. Trollope, were affording
amusement, and subjects for discussion with the
elder passengers, Henry and his friend found
great delight in building and rigging cork and
paper vessels, which they let down at the stern

* of the ship, and in watching the progress of their
little miniature fleet sailing after the packet.
When, however, the weather was too rough to
admit of this amusement, Mrs. B. found ample
employment in answering Henry’s questions, and
in listening to his remarks concerning the singu-
larities and wonders of the sea, which had not
escaped his observation.

¢ I have been thinking, mamma,” said he one
day, addressing his mother, when the gale was
fresher than he had hitherto seen it, “ that the
sea is a grand, but a very awful element: see,
now, how the waves swell mountains high,

~ threatening every moment to ingulf the ship, or .

- dash it to atoms !”

J'Mrs. B.—“1t is, indeed, a grand element; but

B 2



10 HENRY, OR

while it fills us with awe, it ought to instil us
with feelings of intense gratitude for the nume-
rous blessings it so continually presents, and
which are so far paramount to any mischief it
does. If we consider the contents of the sea, a
new world of wonders seems to rise béfore us ;—
the multitude and variety of beings and objects
of which it is composed are prodigious !”’

Henry.—* Are the animals of the sea as varied
in their nature as those of the Jand?”

Mrs. B—*T believe they are not considered
to be so, but we must recollect that the ocean

" has been less examined than any other part of

the globe; doubtless, therefore, many wonders
yet remain undiscovered and unknown to us:
the animals "of the sea are acknowledged to’
surpass those of the land and air in size; and
their life is infinitely longer : for instance, ¢ the
elephant and ostrich are small when compared
with the whale, which is frequently sixty or
seventy feet in length, and is stated to live as
long as the oak ; consequently the life of no ani-
mal of the earth or air can be compared with
it.””

Henry.— How I-should like to see one of

~ these huge fellows ! The captain told me yester- -

day that there was a young whale near the ship,
but I was not quick enough to see it; yet,
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mamma, there¢ are many other wonderful pro-
ductions with which we are unacquainted, as
well as those undiscovered in the sea;for in-
stance, rocks, mountains, valleys, caves, and a
variety of animals which live at the bottom, and
others near the surface, thousands of which it is
impossible to describe, either their size, con-
struction, or even use.”

Mrs. B—“But all of which, my dear boy,
contribute to prove the infinite power and wis-
dom of the Creator, upon whose mercies we
cannot reflect without feelings of grateful adora-
tion !’

Henry.—*“ 1 think, mamma, there is no situa-
tion in which we onght to be more grateful for
the Almighty’s goodness than’ when at sea; we
are exposed to so many dangers which we could
hardly expect to escape without his special pre-

servation : the captain has told me, that although'

of seldom. occurrence, yet the whirlpool is one
of those perils which oecasionally prove fatal to
shipping, by turning the vessel rapidly round
with the current, and terminating the mischief
by sinking or swallowing it up ; but he did not
explain to me the cause of the whirlpool.”

Mrs. B.—“1 have understood that they gene-
rally proceed from immense cavities in the sea,
where contingent rocks and different currents

N7
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meet, but happily for voyagers are not of com-
mon occurrence ; the waterspout is also a phe-

‘nomeneon perhaps of equal danger, but not often

met with. We shall, I hope, have the good for-
tune to escape all such calamities.”
“ I hope so, too,” said Henry, leaping from

his seat, in obedience to a summons from his

young friend, who called hi‘m to look at a nume-
rous flock of porpoises tliat were sporting round
the vessel ; their attention was, however, soon
arrested from this, finny swinish tribe, by a call
from the mast head, that a sloop was off the lee-
bow of the ship. The news was welcomely re-
ceived, for they were near the banks of New-

- foundland, and anxiously wishing to fall in with

a fishing smack to procure a banquet of fresh

‘cod, there to be met with in abundance and
‘great perfection: their wishes were soon rea-

lized. As they neared the sloop, the captain and
some of the passengers boarded her, and for a
few bottles of rum, received a fine stock of live
cod and halibut, which ‘were very acceptable,
particularly to the steerage passengers, who had
shared but lightly.of the luxuries with which the
more fortunate individuals m the cabm were
well supplied.

'Henry, who had been for some time intently

gazing at the shoals of fish which were still

< . e — o~
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floundering on the deck of the Columbia, again

* resumed his seat by his mother, saying, “I have.
been thinking, dear mamma, of what you told
me about the wonders of the sea, and I feel
convinced that nothing I have heard exceeds m
curiosity, the formation of the fish: that it should
be able to live, move, and fulfil every animal
function in that boisterous eleme_ﬁt, which would
prove sq fatal to us, were we to plunge into it
for only & short period of time, appears to me
very extrao}'dinary.”

Mrs. B.—* Yet it affords an additional proof
of the supreme wisdom of our general Parent,
who, to enable these creatures to live in the wa-
ter, has constructed their bodies very differently
from those land animals: their bones are so
formed as to afford & flexibility to their bodies,
which other ‘amimals have not ; you observe,
also, their eyes are placed deeper into their head,
to guard them from injury; and the scales with
which they are covered preserve their bodies
from being injured by the weight of the water.”

Henry.—* But there are some fish that are
without scales.” o

Mrs. B.—*%Such are provided with another
substitute: they are enveloped with a fat and
oily substance, to preserve and guard them from
snch dangers as are incident to their nature.
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The most wonderful part of their construction
appears to me to be their fins, which are almost
their only limbs, and yet are sufficient to perform
all they require: the gills are their organs of
respiration ; but one of the most valuable organs
to the fish in swimming is the bladder of air in
the stomach, by means of which they diminish
or increase the weight of their body, can raise
themselves and float on the surface of the water,
but by compressing the air, the body becomes
heavier than the water, and consequently sinks
down.” '

Henry.—“1 am. much obliged, dear mamma,
for the explanatlon you have given me, and I am
sure that I shall never see a fish without reflect-
ing on its wonderful construcglon, and feeling
grateful to that good Providencé whlch has been
pleased to bestow them for our use.” .

Mrs. B.—* Continue to cultivate such feelings,
my dear boy; they will produce you more true
happiness.than all the riches of the earth or sea
could give.—— Here comes steward, with a
smoking dish of stewed halibut: go below, and
enjoy your dinner.”
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CHAPTER III.

The Iceberg, and sight of Land.

Henry was awoke at an early hour from a sound
sleep by his little cheerful companion, with the

in sight of an iceberg, and the captain is kind
enough to lend us his telescope that we may see
it distinctly, for he says it would be endangering
the ship to apprc "4h very near.” Our little hero
thanked his good-natured friend, and in a few
moments was by his side on the deck, taking a
telescopical view of an immense mountain of ice,
supposed to be not more than four miles distant
from the ship: it was a magnificent spectacle,
and highly gratifying to the little boys, who
could hardly conceive it possible that so large a
solid body of ice could have moved from its ori-
ginal station, proba#t in a far distant river, to
so great a distance on the Atlantic, where it was
now sailing with as much independence and dig-
nity as if it had been a ninety-gun ship, com-

A vEw mornings after the discussion on fish,

words—** Come, Henry, hasten on deck, we are -

-
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manded by an admiral of his Britannic Majesty’s
navy.”

1 have often read of an iceberg, mamma,”
said Henry, ‘“ and am now very glad that I have
seen one, for it appears to me a wonderful phe-
nomenon ; yet I cannot reconcile to my mind
how any river can carry down in its stream an
iceberg of such immense weight and size; I am
also puzzled to understand the prmclple upon
which it is formed.” -

Mrs. B.— I will endeavour to explain it to
you, wy dear, as well as I can; but in Canada,
from whence, perhaps, that which you have just
seen came, we shall probably become better
acquainted with the iceberg than we are at pre-
sent. I will, however, give you an idea by what

_means it is formed. There arise, in different

places, on the surface of a running stream, spe-
cies of whirlpools, in which aqueous particles
rentain stationary: this moment of undisturbed
repose is sufficient for the action of the cold to
congeal its particles: leaves, pieces of timber,
and other things, are frequently to be seen float-
ing down a river: ‘the water that surrounds
them forms the central part, round which other
équeous particles adhere : thus the ice extends,
and soon spreads by the adjunction of other par-
ticles. ‘This effect acting on several points at the
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same time produce a simultaneous formation of
icebergs, which, as winter breaks up, are carried
down by the current of ‘the sgream. I have'un-
derstood that their form is' generally. circular ;
for this reason, that their jutting parts are con-
tinually broken off by the shocks to which they
are exposed in their progressive course down
the river. My description is, I fear, but imper-
fect, yet it will enable you to form some idea of
the principle upon which the iceberg .is con-
structed.” o

Henry and his young friend, who had been
listening with great attention to the brief ex-
planatioan, now thanked Mrs. B., and ran offito
take a farewell peep of the object that had so
deeply excited thgir interest ; for the captain had
altered the course of the ship, and they would
quickly lose sight of the iceberg for ever.

A few days subsequent to this event the wel-
come sound of “Land a-head!” was echbed
from stem to stern of the good ship Columbia :
all were quickly on deck to catch a glimpse of
the promised land, which announced their ap-
proach to New York; for, although the voyage.
had been as pleasant as a voyage across the
Atlantic is expected to be, yet, after thirty-three
days of one unvaried scene of sky and wave, the
landsman naturally feels an anxiety to tread

AN
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agdin op ferrd’ jﬁrma but-as. pleasure is seidom

vmhout alloy, 80t happenéd in this case, parti-

cularly as regarde% little Henry, whose heatrt,
ever sensibly alive"to kindness, had imbibed

great esteem for several of his Atlantic acquain-

tance, and could not think of their partmk with-

out feelings of deep regret.

A scene of confusion, to which the packet had
been a perfect stranger since her leaving Poﬂt :
mouth, ‘again resumed its empire; bustle whs
the order of the day. ¢ Byron,” * Bulwer
and “ Mrs. Trollope,”” were unceremoniously
huddled together, with caps, dresses, bonnets,
backgammon boards, chessmen, &e. all crammied
without mercy into their portmanteaus or trunks, -
to wait the inspection of the gmstom-house offi-
cers, who, as soon as they espied the packet,

~ came on board in all due form to pay the accus-

tomed visit. - Their duty was performed plea-
sanfly, and with more politeness than we have
sometimes  witnessed on our own side of the

Atlantic; but as Mrs. Malaprop avows *com-

parisons are odoriferous,” we will make none.
The staff medical officer from the ‘quarantine
post also paid-@ visit to the packet, and an-
nounced to the passengers the welcome intelli-
gence that the cholera, which in its progress ‘had
‘made awful ravages in America, bad now entirely
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subsided in New York, and as the ship had been = . -
very healthy during her voyage, the captam was ’

allowed to land his passengers with all possxble
dispatch.
1
i
,. f.
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CHAPTER {V.

The landing.—New York.—Its Bay, &c.

—— ““ And I like to see
Its bay so free,

‘Where the ships float far from danger.” :
" F.W.N.B.

Durine these passing events, Henry had been
enjoying an exquisite treat, in taking a full sur-
vey of the surrounding scenery; yet, in the
midst of joy, he could not entirely dispel a cloud
of sorrow, which, in spite of his efforts, would

.occasionally darken his usually cheerful counte-

nance, as he shook by the hand, for the last time,
the worthy Captain Delano and his young Ame-
rican friend : his mother observed a tear' glide
silently down his cheek, the outpouring of an
affectionate and grateful heart.

New York bay certainly presents a very fas-
cinating appearance, and on the morning of our
hero’s landmg was adorned with all that nature
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‘could add to enhance its beauty. A more bril-
liant day never shone from the heavens ; nor can
we imagine a more heart-stirring or enlivening
scene than it presented on the close of our voy-
age :—the magnificent hay studded with pic-
turesque islands and batteries, while her, city
seemed to be enveloped in an entire forest of
shipping of every description, whose varied co-
lours pronounced them of every quarter of the
“world. The heights of Brooklyn and its pretty
village, which form part of Long Island, have a
very attractive appearance on one side; on the
other, across the Hudson, is seen a beautiful
view of the shores of New Jersey: the whole
presenting a perfect panorama, and a more su-
perb and imposing view than had ever before
met the eye of our little voyager, whose ecstasy
was beyond control : energetically he exclaimed
- upon landing,—““I did not expect to see in
America so beautiful and large a city as New
~York!” ;

Mrs. B.—* Its general appearance is, indeed,
open aud inviting ; but we must remember, my
dear Henry, that we are in what is considered to
be the best and most important street in the
city, which is called the Broadway, noted equally
for its length and elegant buildings.”

Henry.—*1 do not think, compared with our
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London houses, that they can be called elegant,
but they appear to be substantially built, and the
red fronts, white pointing, and green window-
blinids on the outside of the houses, afford a neat
and attractive appearance.——But this, mamma,
is No. 57, the boarding-house at which you were
recommended to put up during your stay in
New York.” '

* Mrs. B. and her children were very politely
received by Mrs. Hossack, the hostess of the
boarding-house, to whom she was introduced by
a lady of that city, and a fellow-passenger in the
Columbia. ‘

The prices in the principal lodging-houses in’
New York are from five to ten dollars per week,
for each individual, including lodging and board,
with the exception of wine and beer; for the
former, the charge is two dollars per bottle:
the tables are well supplied with almost every
luxury the season will afford. But the extreme
haste with which the Americans at the Zable
d hote dispatch'their meals, the very business-
like manner in which they eat, and the silence
maintained throughout the repast, tend to de-
stroy that sociability which so generally predo- -
minates at an English dining-table, affording a
zest to the enjoyment of the meal to which the
Americans appear to be perfect strangers; for




THE JUVENILE TRAVELLER. 23

with them—I speak only of the public tables—the
ceremony of the dining-room is dispatched with
the same quickness, solemnity, and silence, \as
they would attend to any important transaction
in the counting-house, or on the Stock Exchange,
on which, probably, would depend the rise or
fall of their establishment. This custom conveys
to the mind of the stranger the i impression that
there is wanting in the American character that
sociableness which tends so effectually to pro-
mote . a friendly intercourse between travellers
and the inhabitants of a country through which
they may be passing; however, if this system
of silence and dispatch be not quite so congenial
w the tastes of Europeans, it is certainly more
friendly to their constitutions than the idle habit
- of sitting at the table for hours after dinner, to
- the prejudice not only of their health and morals,
but too frequéntly also to their fortunes. Much
can with truth be said of the hospitality of the
inhabitants of New York, and of the unostenta-
tious kindness with which introductions are re-
ceived. The style in which private families live
is elegant and comfortable, and the domestic cir-
cles in which the author has had the pleasure of
Joining were truly unaffected, unprejudiced, and
amiable: good feeling, combined with genuine
politeness emanating from the heart, seemed to

——— -
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influence their general conduct, while each in-
dividual appeared to inherit a laudable spirit of
emulation to promote the comfort, interest, and
happiness of all around them. Such were the
indelible impressions engraven on our mind
after a residence of some weeks in an amiable
family in New York. ’

Our young readers are no doubt becoming a
little impatient, preferring rather that we yield
our own opinions to those of little Henry, in
whose narrative we now proceed.

On the succeeding morning our hero rose at

early dawn, perfectly refreshed from the fatigues

of the late voyage by a comfortable night’s rest,
and anxious to see as much as possible of New
York, for he knew his mamma’s intentions were
to remain but a few days there. At seven o’clock
they were all ‘assembled at the public breakfast.
table, which was quickly dispossessed of its chie
attractions : the guests successively disappeare(
from their quiet meal; some to the counting;
house, or other mercantile engagements, th
ladies to their several chambers, to seek employ
- ment either in reading or sewing, while Mrs. B
and her children were soon ready to commenc
their morning walk. Information being thei
grand object, they had engaged an intellige
guide to conduct them to the principal publi
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buildings, and to see such objects as were consi-
dered most worthy of attention. Their first visit
was to the Battery, which is situated at the south-

?1]3 west point of the city: it is prettily laid out, the
ll:ll walks well arranged, and is considered a fashion-
e

able and favourite promenade. In the extreme
heat of the summer it is very delightful, being
well shaded by lofty trees, and refreshed by the
sea breeze : it also commands a charming view,
not only of the harbour and its shipping, but
also of Governor’s, Bedlov&’s, and Ellis’s Islands,
which are military stations ; the beautiful shores
of New Jersey and Long Island, the village of
Brooklyn, (which, by the by, is now a city,) in-
terspersed with many pleasant country-seats and
elegant cottages, have also a very pleasing and
imposing: effect from the Battery. Henry and
his sister were much amused by witnessing the
number and medley of persons embarking on
board and disembarking from the steam ferry-
boat, which crossed every five minutes with pas-
sengers to:and from Brooklyn. This beautiful
spot is the chosen residence of many of the rich
merchants of New York, who not only consider
it more salubrious, but are glad, after the la-
bours of the day, to escape from the bustle and
noise of the city. ’ :

Heury inquired of his mamma who were the

c
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first inhabitants of New York. Mrs. B. informed
him that its earliest inhabitants were the Dutch,
who, about the year 1615, founded it under'ihe
name of New Amsterdam, and that it was incor-
porated by the Eughsh in_1696. «Of what
extent, mamma,” said Henry, * is the island on
which it stands ?”’
- “ I understand,” said Mrs. B. “ that it is ﬁf-

Henry’s attention was now attracted by the
guide pointing out the City Hall, which is situ-

ments in this handsome structure for holding the
different Courts of Law are fitted up in a rich
and expensive style: the room appropriated for
holding the Mayor’s Court is furnished with
elegance and neatness. Henry could not, how-
ever, suppress a smile as he whispered to his
mamma, “ Observe the spittoon before every
seat ! What Mrs. Trollope states about the
American gentlemen spitting must be frue.”
His mother told him to suspend all observations
that could possibly give offence: and the guide
imquired if he would like to sit in the chair in
which Washington was inaugurated President
of the United States. This was an honour
which the little man could not well refuse. Of-
fering his arm to his sister; they placed them-
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clves in the exalted seat whxch is raised under
handsome canopy, and covered with rich pur-
le velvet. Washington was inaugurated presi-
ent of the United States on the 30th of April,
789, in the open gallery of the City Hall of New
ork, in view of many thousands of spectators.
he Governor’s apartments in the City Hall are
ery neatly but not superbly furnished. They
ontain some valuable busts and exceedingly
ood paintings, chiefly the portraits of their most
minent statesmen and celebrated naval and
ilitary commanders.  General Washington
olds a-distinguished place in almost every cham-
er, and near him is also generally seen the por-
ait or bust of La Fayette. “ This is a hand-
me structure,” said Henry, as he descended
ie steps leading from the City Hall, and looking
p at its beautiful marble front: it is quite
odem I suppose it has not been long built.”

‘The guide informed him that the foundation-
one of the building was laid in 1803, and the
hole completed in 1812, at an expense of five
undred thousand dollars. The party then pro-
ceded to visit Trinity Church, in the Broadway.
his handsome structure is of stone in the Gothic
yle, and has a-steeple 198 feet high : it contaims
chime of bells, the only set in the city, and had
Iso a fine organ. The cemetery surrounding
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the church is ancient, and is enclosed by an iron
railing. ‘Our guide said that no interment had
taken place in this cemetery for many years, a
law having passed in New York prohibiting
sepulture within the populous parts of that city,

" but that it was ascertained by authentic records

that more than one hundred and sixty thousand
bodies have been there deposited, exclusive of
the seven years’ revolutionary war, when no re-
cords were preserved. The interior of the church

is exceedingly neat. Near the altar is a hand-

some monument, erected by the corporation to
the memory of General Hamilton, as a testimony
of their respect for one whose patriotic integrity
the Americans hold very sacred. He was born
in the island of St. Croix in 1757, and came to
New York in 1773: for many years he was the
faithful aid-de-camp of General Washington,
and always enjoyed his confidence and-friend-
ship : unfortunately, however, he was killed in a
duel with Colonel Burr in 1804, universally la-
mented by the people of that country to whicl
he had devoted his talent and services. Near
the same spot is also a monument erected to the
memory of Captain Lawrence, of the United
States navy, who was distinguished by his bravery

" and skill : he fell While commanding the Chesa-

‘peak frigate in the last war, engaged in :action
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with the British fﬂéatg Shannon. There are
within this church 'several‘ other monuments
-equally deserving of notice ; but Henry’s atten-
tion was particularly attracted in walking round
the cemetery by an oblong pile of masonry,
surmounted by a marble slab, on which are
engraven the following words :—

“ MY MOTHER.
‘
‘ The trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall rise.”

This sacred pile was doubtless erected as a tri-
bute of filial piety; but there are no characters
or letters on the slab-to afford the least trace by
whom, or to whose memory, it was erected: it
is, however, singularly affecting, and excited
tears of sympathy from the affectionate-hearted
Henry, and his no less amiable sister. o

Having taken a cursory view of the most inte-
resting objects in Trinity Church, 'they proceeded
next to Sti Paul’s Chapel, which contains also
someé valuable memorials. Under the portico,
which is su pported by four fluted pillars of brown
stone, is a monument erected by order of Con-
gress to the memory of General Montgomery,
who fell at the storming of Quebec in .}1775.
This distinguished officer was a native. of Ireland.

. ‘ 3,
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At the commencement of the American revolu-
tion he was appointed Major-General in the
army destined for the attack on Canada, where
he met his death. His remains were removed
to New York, and interred beneath the monu-
ment in 1820. Our guide informed Henry that
the spire of St. Paul’s chapel is 234 feet high.
In the adjoining burial ground is a cenotaph to
the memory of Thomas Addis Emmet, a late
eminent counsellor, and brother to the Irish

. orator, Robert Emmet.. This monument is em-

bellished with the American eagle sheltering a

~ harp unstrung, and a medallion likeness of

Emmet, with clasped hands, having stars round
one wrist, and shamrocks round the other: on
one side is a Latin, and on the other an Irish
inscription. As there are nearly a hundred
churches in New York, and each one would pre-
sent something to interest their attention, and
delay their time, Mrs. B. proposed, as they had
seen the two most important, that they should
now only take a glance into the Roman Catholic
Cathedral in Mott-Street, and then ‘Feturn to
their boarding-house to dinner. On their way
they passed Columbia College, chartered in 1750
under the appellation of King’s College. It
contaius a cliapel, lecture-rooms, hall, library,
museum, and an extensive philosophical and

\
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astronomical apparatus, with which Henry was
highly delighted, and very properly expressed
his sense of obligation to a gentleman connected

~ with the institution, who had taken great pains

to give him such explanations as his several
questions required. ’

_They then visited thie New York Society Library,
which is stated to contain upwards of twenty
thousand volumes, many of which are very rare
and valuable. The Historical Society of this
city have also a library of ten thousand volumes,

A little tired with his walk, but highly grati-
fied with what he had seen, and grateful for the
information he had gained, we shall now leave
little Henry and his party to partake of a good
dinner.

O S
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CHAPTER V.

A Pleasant Rencontre.—The Dinner.— Navy Yard.
—Theatre, &c.

Mgs. B. was much astonished, and equally pleased,
tomeet,on entering the dining-room,an American
gentleman of the name of Pelham, to whom she
had been introduced at the house of a friend, in
England. This gentleman was a clergyman,
and had travelled a great deal in Europe, parti-
cularly in England, where, having partaken of
much hospitality, he had contracted many friend-
ships, of which he valued none more sincerely
than that of the amiable family where he had
frequently met Mrs. B. and her husband, and he
now rejoiced that an opportunity presented itself,
in his own country, in which he colild manifest
his feelings, by showing attention to an English
family : he stated that he was also on the wing
to Canada, and would with Mrs. B.’s permission
join their party, and ac&mpany them to what-
ever they might wish further to see in New York.
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This proposition was, as may be imagined, very-

joyfully accepted, and in a short time little Henry
and Mr. Pelham became as well pleased with
cach other as Mrs. B. was delighted in the idea,

that she had not now to -travel upwards of four

hundred miles, with her children, through a
- foreign country, without protection, the prospect
of which had for some days cast a cloud of de-
pression over her spu'.lts o :

As three o’clock was the appointed dinner-
hour in Mrs. Hossack’s establishment, there was
yet some time to spare before evening,-which
Mr. Pelbam suggested should be devoted to vi-
siting the Navy Yard, which is situated on Long
Island, and near to Brooklyn: to this proposal
all joyfully acceded; and as the ceremony of
dining was as usual quickly dispatched, a coach
was presently at the door to convey the happy
party to the Ferry. ‘1 remark,” said Henry,
addressing his new friend, *° that your hackney-
coaches in New York are infinitely neater and
cleaner than those I have been accustomed to
see in London ; the horses are in better condi-
tion, and seem to be treated with greater hu-
manity ; the coachmen also have a more respect-
able appearance.” ¢ Your observation as re-:
gards our hackney-coaches,” said Mr. Pelham,-

#1s perfectly just: they are certainly of a_very.
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superior class to those usually seen on the stands
in London ; the horses also are better accoutred,

~ and generally better conditioned; but I am

afraid we cannot say much in favour of our
coachmen : they are frequently great rogues,
and will impose in their charges, if they possibly

" cam, on strangers ; it is therefore always neces-

sary to make a bargain with them before you
enter their vehicle.” o

The coachman now drew up his horses by the
side of the Ferry, and in five minutes the party
were landed on the Brooklyn side of the river,
where they engaged another carriage to drive
them to the Navy Yard, a distance of about a
mile, through one of the prettiest villages that
can be imagined. The commanding officer at
the Navy Yard happened to be a friend of Mr.
Pelham’s, and received the party with great
politeness: by his order, one of the people em-
ployed on the premises conducted Henry through
the several work-shops, explaining to him the
wlhiale process of ship-building : he also saw two
or three large vessels on the stocks: they then
went on hoard the Franklin United States frigate.
The quiet, order, and regularity, with which the
several duties seemed to be performing through-
out the different departments, quite astonished
Henry, who appeared unwilling to quit a spot in
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which he was ‘gaining so much useful informa-
tion. Mr. Pelham whisperéd .to him, however,
that they were probably intruding on the time of
the officer ; and that he had taken a box at the
Park Theatre for that evening; it was therefore
necessary to hasten home, in order to see the
opening of the play. This was, indeed, an un-

~ expected pleasure, to which Mrs. B. felt some

reluctance in yielding her consent: she however
found it impossible to withstand the earnest en-
wreaties of her children that she would allow
them to go, if only for one hour, that they might
be able to give their papa a description of what
is considered the most fashionable theatre in
New York. Miss Fanny Kemble and her father
had recently arrived, and were that evening to
make their first appearance at the Park: to wit-
ness their reception was also an additional in-
ducement ; and they were highly gratified in
beholding the enthusiastic applause so bounti-
fully bestowed on their national favourite per-
formers. Henry joined as loudly as his little
hands would allow in the general burst of ap-

probation manifested throughout the house, and

could not restrain a tear of grateful feeling as

he saw his country-people so warmly received.
Besides the Park, New York can boast of two

other pretty little theatres; also an. Italian
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Opera House, which héds been recently built ;
but the Park Theatre at present carries the
palm as the most fashionable and best attended :
it is near the size of our Haymarket Theatre, but
badly fitted up.

As they were returning to their boarding-
house, Henry expressed his astonishment at the
immense number of Hotels, which were distin-
guistred by the numerous lights displayed in the
various apartments.

¢ And what is most gratifying to the proprie-
tors,” said Mr. Pelham, “ these numerous Hotels
are generally all filled: you must remember
that New York is a city with two huudred thou-

sand population, carrying on an extensive traffic .

with the whole world. The number of strangers

‘that #nnually visit the city from every quartet of
the globe is immense. The h?tel' which you are

now passing is the City Hotel§ and makes up no
less a number than two. hundred beds. The
Mansion-House is als/o"'anothér excellent esta-
blishment, affording ’/good' accommodation, in-
cluding board, for two dollars each person per
day. - There are several. others in the city of
equal note and respectability.” .
America certainly deserves every encémium
for the improvement and extraordinary advances
a very.few years have made in her country, which
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may now be considered one of the most flourish-
ing in the world. -

All further remark was here interrupted by
their arrival at Mrs. Hossack’s, and Henry
shaking his friend very warmly by the hand
wished him a good night, and retired to his
chamber.

In accordance with an engagement between
Mr. Pelham and our little hero, they both rose
carly on the following morning, in order to visit
the principal fruit and vegetable markets, which
are scarcely inferior to those of Covent Garden,
being admirably supplied with fruits and vege-
tables of every description, and at an exceedingly
cheap rate. Henry purchased some fine peaches
of exquisite flavour, and larger than any he had '
ever seen in England, ten for sixpence; apples
and other fruits equally fine and equally cheap.
Pine-apples and all West India fruits were like-
wise much cheaper than in England. After
taking a survey of the markets, they proceeded
to visit the different wharfs, which even at that
carly hour indicated that active spirit of com-
mercial enterprise so peculiar to New York : the
bustle and confusion attending the arrival and
departure of the various steam-boats, indepen-
dent of other shipping, brought multitudes of
-persons to the spot, and produced at once a scene oot
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of gaiety and interest. Their next step was on
board one of the New York and Liverpool
packets. Henry had sailed from England in a
similar vessel, and therefore was not surprised
at the good taste displayed in the arrangement
of the -cabins, which are fitted up with every
comfort that can be expected on ship-board.
To such: of our readers who may anticipate a
visit to America, it may not be uninteresting to
state that these packets sail from New York to
Liverpool, and vice versd, on the lst, 8th, 16th,
and 24th of every month. There are twenty
ships in the Liverpool line; and the expense of
a cabin passage is thirty guineas, including wine,
&c. The packets from London to New York,
and, au contraire, sail on the 1st, 10th, 20th, and
24th of each month; and those to and from
Havre on the Ist and 15th: the passage-fare to
the latter place, each way, 140 dollars.

¢ You have now,” said Mr. Pelham, address-
ing his young friend, “seen a great deal of New
York ; what do you think of the city and it
inhabitants ?”’ '

The little fellow, seeming to reflect for a few
moments, replied, I think, sir, it is a very fine
city. Its public institutions do credit to the
judgment, talent, and taste of its inhabitants:
their buildings are handsome, and their houses
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elegantly furnished; but the manners of the
people differ from those I have been accustomed
to, which is, perhaps, the reason I do not quite
admire them.”

Myr. Pelham.— 1 love the ingenuousness of
your disposition, and am pleased to see‘you
slow to condemn even that which you do not
approve. You would doubtless think that per-
son ill bred, who, as a stranger, would visit

‘England, and unscrupulously depreciate the ge-
" _meral manners of the people, judging solely by
. the indiscriminate individuals whom chance
- might throw in their way in a stage-coach, an
hotel, or at a public exhibition.”

Henry.—* 1 bow submissively to your remark,
sir, and have no doubt but_that there are as well-
educated and refined people in America as in
any part of the globe; but it is that indepen-
dence of manner and indiscriminate familiarity
which I have observed to exist betwcen the lower
and higher orders of society, of which I complain,
and which I cannot imagine to be productive of
good to either party; for there is a charm in
politeness that engenders good. will, and never
fails to raise in our estimation the humblest in-
dividual ; while that prying curiosity, and that
total omission of respect and ceremony, in the
conduct of American dependents towards their
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superiors, creates a feeling of suspicion and
disgust in the European mind; and it is to that
familiarity, I think, that you may attribute the
difficulty of procuring good servants in natives
of the United States.”

¢ There is much truth in your observations,
my dear Henry,” said Mr. Pelham ; “ we are
certainly so far sufferers by our spirit of inde-
pendence ;—but here we are at Mrs. Hossack’s
door, and George the waiter is come to announce
breakfast to be ready, which our walk has given
us full appetite to enjoy.” This social meal be-
ing quickly ended, it became a matter of consi-
deration how they should dispose of the remainder
aof the day to the greatest advantage. 1 first
propose,” said Mr. Pelham, *that Henry accom-
pany meto the Exchange, a handsome building
of white marble, situated in Wall-Street.”” Its
lower apartments are occupied for the Post-
Office, and a corridor for the convenience of
persons visiting the office. The portico of the
building, to which you approach by a flight of
marble steps, is supported by Ionic columns,
twenty-seven feet high: in the centre is the
Exchange, of an oval form, surmounted by a

dome, from which light is reflected. From the .

Exchange are communications leading to a
Commercial Reading-Room, Under the same
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building are also some Newspaper and other
offices: from the attic story a flight of stairs
leads to a Telegraphic-Room in the cupola, where
signals are made and returned from the telegraph
at the Narrows, giving the earliest intelligence
of the arrival of ships. The expense of this
building was about two hundred and thirty
thousand dollars. It was commenced in the
year 1824, and completed in 1827.

“ We will now,” said Mr. Pelham, * make a
short visit to the New York Institution, situated
near the City Hall.” Its apartments are occu-
pied by different societies, — the Literary and
Philosophical, the Historical, the Awterican
Academy of Fine Arts, the Lyceum of Natural
History, the Muse¥im, and the
Deaf and Dumb. Having passed through all,
and explained to Henry the particulars of the
latter noble institution, they then proceeded to
Scudder'’s Museum, where Henry found many
interesting curiosities to amuse his mind, and
would willingly have devoted the rest of the day
to their inspection, but Mr. Pelham reminded
him of their engagement to call for the ladies at
one o’clock, and that his repeater warned him
the hour had arrived. This hint was quite suf-
ficient: Henry immediately quitted the Museum H
for, however interestingly engaged, he never
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-suffered any personal gratification to interferc

with his duty and respect towards his mother.
“ ] regret,” said Mr. Pelham to Mrs. B. “ that
you have fixed to-morrow for your departure, for
it will deprive us of the opportunity of making a
tour of Manhattan 1sland, on which New York

is situated : its scenery is so diversified and beau-

tiful that you could pot fail to be pleased with
it.” “I am delighted with New York altoge-
ther,” said Henry, * and I hope at a future day
to enjoy the pleasure of paymg it another and a
longer visit.” :
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CHAPTER VI

Departure from New York, and sail up the Hudson
River, &c.

We had almost forgotten to mention in our nar-
rative that Mr. Pelham had travelling with him
a younger sister, an amiable girl about eighteen

years of age, whose delicate state of health ren-

dered a change of climate advisable, which was
the ostensible motive for his present journey to
Capada: in this young lady Mrs. B. found an
intelligent, agreeable companion, and one in
whom she rejoiced to see her daughter take
pleasure. It was now arranged that the party

should!proceed on the following morning by

steam-boat on their route towards the British
provinces ; and, as the boat would sail at an early
hour for Albany, Mrs. B. proposed that they
should pass the evening at the boarding-house,

where she had received great attention from

Mrs. Hossack and her daughter, an accomplished
and amiable young lady. Mr. Pclham begged,
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however, to infringe a little on this resolution,
stating that he wished before they quitted the
city that his young friends might see Nibloe’s
Gardens, which are considered the Vauxball of
New York. As usual, they were on that even-
ing thronged with visitors : Henry and his sister
were highly delighted with the singing, fire-
works, and illumination of variegated lamps,
tastefully arranged throughout the gardens, pro-

“ducing a pleasing effect. The music was very

good; at least so thought our little traveHers,
who, after remaining about an hour in this en-
chanting spot, and partaking of some ice-creains,
returned to their chambers mutually regretting

‘that it was to be their last night of repose in

New York.

We must not forget to state that although
Henry had been but so short a time at Mrs.
Hossack’s, that his amiable disposition and
pleasing manners had rendered him a great fa-
vourite with several of the boarders: among the
number was a very good-natured old gentleman,
who had taken a warm interest in our little hero;
so much so, that, on the eve of his departure,

“while shaking him by the hand, he said, “ I am

sorry to part with so intelligent and agreeable a
companion, but you will be highly gratified with
your sail up the Hudson. I have observed you
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arc anxious to gain information; I therefore
beg to present you with an abridged sketch of
the discovery of that river, gleaned from the
collection’-of the New York Historical Society,
of which I am a member; and 1 hope you will
deemy” the '-déscripti(')n worthy a place in your
note-book, tawhich I see you so often resort.”
Henry expressed his gratitude to the gentleman,
who opening a small morocco case, handed him
the following memorandum neatly bound'in blue
silk. - We present its contents to our young

_réaders, presuming that, like Henry, they are

anxious to acquire information :—

“ John D. Verrazano, a Florentine, in the ser-
vice of Frauncis k of France, had been entrusted
with the command of four ships in cruizing

cainst the Spaniards. These vessels being se-
parated in a storm, the commander resolved with
one of them to make a voyage for the discovery
of new countries. This resolution was adopted
in March 1554. His first arrival was on the
American coasts of North Carolina and Georgia.
Directing his course northward, he entered the

~ harbour of the present city of New York. He
.describes the islands Staten, Manhattan, and
- others, as prolific and pleasant, ¢ full of hie and

broad trees, among which islands any navie may
ride safe without fear of tempest or othet danger.’
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He remained in this harbour fifteen days, from
which period nearly a century elapsed beforc
any further discoveries were made on this part
of the continent.

¢ It was reserved for Henry Hudson, the cele-
brated navigator who discovered Hudson’s Bay,
to make the first voyage up the river which now
bears his name. After having visited several
harbours, he entered the Strait, now called the
Narrows, in 1609: a boat was manned, and by
his command dispatched to explore what ap-
peared to be a river. In this service the boat’s
crew were engaged in the Bay and adjacen:
waters during the day: on their return to the
ship they were attacked by the natives in two
canoes. A skirmish ensued, in which one of
Hudson’s men, named Colman, was killed by au
arrow, which struck him in the beart, and two
more were dangerously wounded.

“ On the following day the ‘body of Colman
was interred on a part of the land not far from
the ship, which from that circumstance received
the name of Colman’s Island, and which was
probably the same now called Sandy Hook.

“On the 12th of September, 1609, Hudson
first entered the river of that name, and sailed
up about two leagues. He was met by great
numbers of the natives, who brought him pre-
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sents of Indian corn, tobacco, beans, and oysters,
in abundance. They had pipes of yellow copper
in which they smoked, and earthen vessels in
which they dressed their food. From the 12th
to the 22d of September, Hudson was employed
in ascending the river : he describes it as abound-
ing with salmon. In his passage he was visited
by many of the natives, but always in an amica-
ble manner. It is conjectured that he sailed up
about as far as where now stands the town of
Hudson, when deeming it not prudent to pro-
ceed further with his vessel, the boat was manned
and sent up the river as far as the spot where
the city of Albany now stands. During this
excursion Hudson gave ardent spirits to some of
the Indians, for the purpose of making experi-
ments on their tempers : he says they all became
wmerry, but only one completely intoxicated. A
tradition still exists that a scene of intemperance
occurred when the first ship arrived, doubtless
having reference 4o this event.

“ Hudson began to descend the river on the
22d September, baving frequent ‘iatercourse with
the Indians in his way down, fref whom he re-

ccived offices of friendly feeling until he de-™

scended below the highlands, when they made a
desperate attempt to plunder the ship, and shot
some of the crew. On the 4th of October, one

>
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month from the time he first landed at Sandy
Hook, he sailed out of the river, and proceeded
to sea, reaching England on the 7th November
following. Hudson did not give his own name
to the river he discovered, but called it the Great
River, or the Great River of the Mountains. The
appellation of its discoverer was given to it soon
afterwards.

“ Hudson, in a subsequent voyage for the East
India Company, became a prey to the mutiny of
his mep in the same bay which bore his name:
he was forcibly put into a boat, with his son, and
seven of his crew, who were invalids, and in this
manner inhumanly abandoned. They were never
heard of more.”

Henry bhad been much amused in readmg this
interesting description of the enterprising Hudson,
whose untimely fate he deeply deplored, but said

‘he should, after the perusal of the sketch, sail up

the river with feelings of increased interest and
delight.

An early hour the following morning found

-Mrs. B. and her party embarking on board the

North American steam-vessel, one of the regular
line of boats which sail daily during the summer

‘season from New York to Albany. They had
~chosen an early boat in order that they might
~not lose any part of the rich scenery between the
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two great cities, a distance of 144 miles, which
by steam boat is performed in about twelve
hours. The price of fare is three dollars each
person: a separate charge of a quarter dollar
for breakfast, and half a dollar for dinner, exclu-
sive of wine. They stop at the principal villages
on the river for the purpose of landing and re-
ceiving passengers. Henry was surprised to see
at least five hundred persons on board, many of
whom were English travellers or emigrants on
their route towards a settlement in Canada; and
others American families, quitting -for the hot
season the populous cities to seek a more salu-
brious air in the famed Saratoga, which is es-
teemed the Cheltenham of the United States.

Our little bero placed himself as near as pos-
sible to Mr. Pelham, from whom he hoped to
gain what information he might require of the
places through which they might pass, for he
had heard that there were many interesting his-
torical events connected with the passage up the
Hudson River. Nor was he disappointed : his
friend soon roused his attention from the bustle
of the boat to the grand and varied scenery by
which they were surrounded.

On the point at the mouth of the Hudson or
North River is Powle’s Hook, on which stands a
small town in New Jersey, called Jersey city :

D
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the village of Hoboken is seen about a mile up
the river, beyond which the hills of Weehawken
appear at a distance of about three miles. As
they advanced, Mr. Pelham observed to his little
attentive companion, that that was the place
where General Hamilton, whose monument he
had seen in Trinity Church, fell in a duel with
Colonel Burr. It is a retired spot on the margin
of the river, with huge rocks on each side, so as
to effectually exclude it from public view, except
from the water, which is its only way of access,
consequently it has been chosen as an appropiate
place for settling affairs of honour, among the
gentlemen of New York, and it is to be lamented

" ‘that some valuable lives have here been rashly
. terminated, plunging into intense sorrow and

affliction many amiable and respectable families.

The Hudson presents to the tourist a variety
of natural scenery seldom to be met with in a
journey of the same extent: the contrast is
bold and striking; sometimes romantic, singu-
lar, and picturesque. On one side we behold

extensive lawns, interspersed with the abodes of -
. husbandry, and glowing in all the rich verdure

of summer beauty ; on the other we see summits
crowned with forests, apparently impenetrable
to the footsteps of cultivation. This, as we sail
along, is quickly transferred to the declining
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view of villages or towns, conveying to the eve of
the traveller the all-powerful charm of novelty.

Henry’s attention was next attracted by a re-
markable range of precipices or rocks, which
make their first appearance about ten miles from
New York, and extend from thence to Tappan,
a distance of nearly twenty miles : they are from
twenty to five hundred and fifty feet in height,
forming along the beach a wall of solid rock,
diversified only by an occasional small cabin or
fisherman’s hut. The opposite side of the shore
~is varied by hill and dale, presenting many beau-
tiful spots blooming with cultivation, interspersed
with handsome houses and pretty cottages, and
affording altogether a pleasing contrast with the
rude cliffs on the other side. Mr. Pelham now
pointed out the site of Fort Lee on the west side
of the river : nearly opposite to which, on a high
hill, stood Fort Washington, which during the
revolution in 1776 was captured by the British
and Hessians. It is stated that the latter suffered
much by the riflemen, who were concealed in
the surrounding bush and swamps, but ultimately
succeeded with the other division in forcing the
Americans into this fort, where they surrendered
to the amount of seven thousand men.

Henry became desirous to know more of the
historical events which took place at that event-
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ful period, ¢ For which,” said Mr. Pelham, “]
shall refer you to the histof‘y of North America:

- my object in giving vou this abridged sketch is
} to enforce on your mind a deeper interest in the
scenery through which we pass. At a fature
period, when you are reading history, you will
remember the places more accurately, and refer
to them with greater pleasure :—and now I call
N your attention to a village we are approaching,
Tarry-town, the place where the unfortunate
Major André was arrested on his route to the
| . ‘British lines. This place was neutral ground:
f;‘ i the English and the Americans lay encamped
o above and below the tree under which his captors
i searched him. This tree, remarkable for its size,
is stated to have been twenty-six feet round and
one hundred and eleven feet high: in the year
‘ 1801 it was destroyed by lightning. A little
further on the river widens, and forms what is
called Tappan Bay. Here the boat stopped to
‘ take in wood, which afforded sufficient time for
lﬂ] Henry to accompany Mr. Pelham to the spot of
RTE . Major André’s grave, marked by a solitary
g l cypress ; though, by order of the British govern-
L ment, with consent of the American, his remains
} : were recently removed to England, to be interred
‘ within Westminster Abbey. Our little hero had
i3 never yet heard of the conspiracy which termi-
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nated so fatally to our countryman ; he therefore
begged his friend would give him the particulars
of an event which so deeply excited his sympa-
thy, and seemed to be marked with such general
interest. 'To this request Mr. Pelham replied he
would be happy to accede, but as they were ap-
proaching West Point, a spot blended with so

Mrs. B. that they should remain there until the
following day: he had ascertained that they
could procure excellent accommodation in a
most comfortable hotel. The request being se-
conded by all the party, it was granted without
hesitation. ¢ Then,” said Mr. Pelham, ¢ I en-
gage to give my young friend in the evening
“such particulars as I am in possession of respect-
ing the fate of poor Andreé.” *

Near Tappan Bay is the Sing-sing” Prison,
which being situated only a few feet from the
shore, our travellers had from the steam-boat a
distinct view of the building, which is principally
of hewn stone, worked and constructed by the
prisoners. It contains eight hundred solitary
cells. The prison discipline consists in cutting
off all intercourse among the convicts : they are
separately lodged ; and though they work toge-
ther, they are not allowed to converse even by
signs, therefore can concert no ill designs or

many interesting incidents, he would suggest to
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contaminate each other. The wings of the
building are constructed of marble, and contain
a chapel large enough to accommodate ninc
hundred persons, workshops, hospital, kitchen,
and other domestic offices. The whole is esti-
mated to have cost two hundred thousand dol-
lars. Henry’s attention was next attracted by
the Highlands, or-Fishkill Mountains ; but when
informed that they were associated with some of
the most important events of the revolution, he
viewed them with a mixture of admiration and
interest. Their appearance is certainly singular
and highly romantic : the river at this point has
formed a passage through two ranges of moun-
tains, which we may imagine have been sepa-
rated by some convulsion of nature. Here
Henry and his friends were overtaken by a vio-
lent thunder-storm : the grandeur ‘and awe of
the scene transcended any thing he had ever be-
fore witnessed. He had heard of a Transatlantic
storm, but his imagination cogfd never have
portrayed a scene so magnificently grand: the
thunder rolled with lengthened peals, vibrating
solemnly through the range of mountains, (which
are from twenty to five hundred and sixty feet
in height,) descending with an echo that seemed
to make the boat tremble on the bosom of the

- river, now unusually calm ; while the vivid and
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incessant flashes of forked lightning illumined
the dense clouds that were hovering over the
vessel, threatening to engulph it in a deluge of
darkness and rain. The scene was a succession
of those grand bursts of the elements that vibrate

" throngh the soul, filling the mind with a mixture

of awe and admiration. In silence Henry stood
watching the progress of the storm, unconscious
of the exclamations of fear expressed by many of

, his fellow-passengers. When its fury had abated,

and the sun again resumed its influence, he said
to Mr. Pelbham, * 1 never saw so grand, so im-
posing a sight ! ¢ You have, indeed,” responded
that gentleman, ¢ witnessed a Transatlantic thun-
der-storm in all its glory; perhaps a more ro-
mantic spot, or one better adapted to display its
sublimity and grandeur, could not have been
chosen than among these majestic mountains,
whlch extend on each side of the river to a d!s-
tance of twenty miles, the whole presentmg a
coup d'wil that can scarcely be excelled in mag-
nificence of natural scenery.”

tTen
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CHAPTER VII.

f‘.

West Point.—Military Academy,—Major Andre,
&e.

WEesT Point now presented itself, and having
arrived at the landing-place, Mrs. B. and her
party left the boat, giving direction that their
luggage should be deposited at the Mansion-
house Hotel in Albany, where they intended to
proceed on the following day. Having secured
apartments at the hotel, they proceeded to visit
the Military Academy for the education of young
men destined for the army, and for supporting

. the military science of the country. It was esta-

blished in 1802 by General Williams, and ex-
tends only to cadets. The number of pupils is
confired to two hundred and fifty. The sons of

. such officers who fell in the revolution are al-

lowed the first claim ; and secondly, the orphans
of those officers who fell in the last war.

Henry inquired how the establishment was
supported, and was informed that it was main-

\




THE JUVENILE TRAVELLER. 57

tained at an annual expense to the United States
of one hundred and fifty thousarid dollars. The
library consists of a valuable collection of books,
chieflyon the various branches of mlhtaryscrence, 5
which have been obtained from Europe. The -
course of study is completed in four years: it in-
cludes the French language, drawing, natural
and experimental philosophy, chemistry and
mineralogy, geography, history, ethics, mathe-
matics, . artillery and engineering. The cadets
are instructed in all the‘practical minutie of -
military tactics, comprehending the lowest duties
of the private soldier as well as the Highest du-
ties of the officer: they engamp for eight weeks
in the summer, in which pgxf'rod they practise the .
art of pitching tents and other details of the -
camp, with various military evolutions. Henry A
was highly delighted with the parade, in which
the whole of the young battalion, with the ex-
ception of the guard, were turned out, and car-
ried through the manual exercise by the officer
commanding. e

Near the parade-ground theré is a monu-
ment of white marble, on which is simply in-
scribed ¢ Koscivosko,” erected to the memory
of that distinguished Polish general, who was -
born at Warsaw. In the American revolution ;
he was the friend and aid-de-camp of Washing-
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ton. He afterwards headed his countrymen in
their resistance to Russian oppression ;.bwt his-
noble efforts were unavailing. He was wounded
and taken prisoner by the Russians, who revered
his character, and treated him with distinguished
respect. The Emperor Paul gave him a valuable
estate. He died in Switzerland in 1817.

“ Years ago — for Poland’s freedom
Kosciusko fought and bled :

Now, alas! for Poland’s glory,
Gallant Kosciusko ’s dead.”

F. W. N. Bayley.

This brave man had chosen West Point for his
place of residence while in America: perhaps -
he could not have found a more suitable retreat
from the cares of the great world, or one better
adapted as an asylum to a disappointed mind.
The remains of a garden cultivated by his hand
are still to be seen, though now in a state of
neglect; the marks of former cultivation are
however visible, in the tasteful arrangement of
trees and regularity of the walks. With a silent
and somewhat melancholy step Henry quitted a
spot which associated itself so interestingly with
the character of an officer, whom he had heard
so loudly extolled and lamented by the friends
not only of Poland, but of freedom in general.
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Mr. Pelbam next pointed out to Henry a house
on the east side of the river which had formerly
been the head-quarters of General Arnold, and
other officers who were at different times in-
vested with the command of 'this important part
of the country. ‘It was there,” continued that
gentleman, “ that Arnold made the proposal of
surrendering West Point, and the forces under
his command, to the British army. = This event
took place in 1780. The English at that period
were in possession of the Hudson river, as far
up as what are called the Highlands. To effect
the design it was arranged that a council should
be held, and Major André was sent in the night
from the sloop of war Vulture, which was lying
in Haverstraw Bay, to a spot which had been
appointed for the conference. A person of the
name of Smith was dispatched by Armnold on
board the Vulture, under the false pretext of

‘negociating an hoenourable treaty with Great
Britain, but in fact solely to accompany Major

André to the spot of rendezvous; the dawn of
day, however, defeated their intentions, and
rendered it impossible for the Major to pass in )
safety the military posts, consequently his only
resource was to retire to Smith’s house, and
change his dress for a disguise which had been

“provided for him : General Arnold had also pro-
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vided him with a pass under the name of John
Anderson. He remained concealed throughout
the day, but on the following evening set out on
his project, EaCcompanied by Smith..as a guide:
they had parted company but a short time, when
André was accosted by two men, who, stepping
forward, seized the bridle of his inorse, demanding
at the same moment where he was bound ?
Supposing they were English, the Major did not
immediately show his passport, but waving their
question, inquired to where they belonged ? They
replied, “ To below ;" referring to the course of
the river, which he misunderstood, and conceived
that they were of the British party. ¢ And so
am I,” said André, at the same time informing
them that he was an English officer, proceeding
on urgent business, and must not be detained.

“ You then belong to our enemy,” exclaimed
the men, “ and we arrest you.”” Paralized with
astonishment, Major André now presented his
passport, which, unhéppily~fo_z‘ him, only ren-

- dered his case the more suspicious. He then

offered them his purse, his watch, his horse ; in
short, whatever they might demand, if they would
suffer him to pass. They were, however, though -

‘poor, beyond bribery : searching him, they found

in his boots, papers which too fatally confirmed
their suspicions : inflexible to their purpose,

-~
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they conducted him as a prisoner to Colonel
Jameson, a militia officer, commanding the dis-
trict. The fate of poor André was soon terini-
nated : he was tried by a board of officers of the
American army, condemned, and executed as a
spy, carrying with him the commiseration and
sympathy of all parties. The natural amiable-
ness of his character, his superior accomplish-
ments as a gentleman, his valour and humanity
as an officer, gained him universal esteem and
confidence by his soldiers: he was enthusiasti-
cally loved and revered, though he had not at-
tained his 29th year, when his life was so fatally
terminated. ’ :

“ It is recorded that in early life he had formed

an attachment to a lady whom he addresses by

the name of Delva, and to whom he devoted all
the leisure afforded from the intervals of a mer-

cantile profession, until tidings reached him that ..

she had married a more successful rival. Tbis
drove him, disappointed and unbappy, to the
bustling pursuits of a camp : he soon gained the
confidence of his general, and was rapidly pro-
gressing in rank and reputation, when, in the
zenith of his glory, buoyed with new hopes from
the execution of a project the most beneficial to
his party that could be devised, he was at once
precipitated from the summit of prosperity to see
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all the sanguine expectations of his ambition de-
stroyed, and himself ruined !”

Mr. Pelbam observed the tear of sympathy
trickle down the cheek of hl_S young™ auditor,

~ who with minute attention had been listening to

the affecting narrative. After the-pause of a
moment, in which Henry seemed to be strug-
gling with suppressed emotion, he empbatically:
said, ‘“ And did his country use no efforts to
save him?”’ .

Mr. Pelham.—* Every possible exertion was

‘made on the part of Sir Heory Clinton in his
-favour; but it was deemed important, for the

sake of example, that the decision of the mxlltary
board should be carried into execution.”

When apprized of the sentence that had been
passed on him, he made an appeal by letter to
General Washington, intreating that he might
be shot rather than die on a gibbet; and this re-
quest would undoubtedly have been granted, had
the general’s duty to his country permitted it.
His warmest sympathies were excited, and had
himself only been concerned, Major André would
have been saved ; but it was necessary to consult
his officers upon the propriety of according the
demand, which they thought proper to re-
fuse, and therefore deuied him the death of a.
soldier. :
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Henry.—*“ What became of Arnold? Was he
an American ?”’ ,

Mr. Pelham.—* He was a native of the state
of Connecticut, and until this event, which sul-
lied his honour, was considered to be a brave sol-
dier, having distinguished himself nobly in the
profession he had chosen. At Quebec, on Lake
Champlain, and at Saratoga, he had gained the
applause of his country; and in the year 1779 he
bore an honourable testimonial of bis attachment
to his country in the wounds he had received in
her defence. After the event which led to the
melancholy fate of poor André, he escaped to
New York, and died in London in 1801.”

Henry, who had listened very attentively to
the narrative, now warmly thanked his friend,
and hastened to join his sister, who was busily
employed in sketching some of the beautiful

views by which West Point is so bountifully
surrounded.

: .
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'CHAPTER VIIIL.

Quitting West Point.— Fishkill Mountains.—
Poughkeepsie.—Hyde Park.— Catskill—Pine
Orchard, &c.

On leaving West Point, the first object that at-
‘tracted Henry's attention was the pretty town of
Newburg, which stands on the declivity of a
hill sloping beautifully to the shore. ' Half a mile
south of this town is a large stone house, for-
merly the head-quarters of General Washington :
from this place begins the stage-coach road,

leading from the river to Ithaca. “ And now,” "
said Mr. Pelham, “ observe, my dear Henry, the .

Fishkill Mountains make their appearance, the
summit called North and South Beacons, which
rise opposite Newburg, at about a distance of
four miles, commanding a grand view over the
surrounding counti’y; from that point, land may
be seen in seven different states, and many pretty

- villages~embellished by the finest cultivation, as

well as rivers, are included in the view. We
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will now, -however,” continued that gentleman,

« withdraw our attention for a few moments

from the beauties of nature, that I may point out

to you an object of commercial interest: near
the river, and directly opposite to Newburg,
stands the Matteawan Factory, which was
commenced building in 1814, and now affords
daily employment to upwards of three hundred
persons; from a thousand to fifteen hundred
yards of cotton, principally ginghams, are ma-
nufactured every day. I wish your mamma’s
arrangements wouyld allow us to delay our jour-
ney for a few hours, in order to visit the manu-
factory : I think you would be gratified in seeing
the works, and the extensive ‘machine-shops con-
nected with it.”  If we were not so anxious to
; see our dear papa,” replied Henry, « I would
intercede with mamma to devote a few days to
visiting some of those beautiful spots and villages
with which the Hudson abounds; but as we ap-
proach nearer the goal of our happiness, our
impatience becomes more imperative ; and were
it not for the enchanting scenery, combined with
repeated objects of interest by which we are
surrounded, I believe that the velocity of your
steam-boats could not keep pace with our anxiety
to reach our journey’s end.” '

Mr. Pelham smiled his approbation to senti-

. __
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ments of filial affection so properly expressed ;
and shaking his little friend warmly by the hand,
said, “* I have not a sentence to offer in opposi-
tion to your argument; but we will make the
best use of our time as we pass along. Now we
are approaching Poughkeepsie.”” - This village is .
about the same size as the little town of New-
burg, beautifully situated, and a place of consi-
derable trade: it is laid out in the form of a
cross: a road leads down a steep hill from the
village to the landing on the Hudson, where
they were detained for about twenty minutes,
taking in wood for the supply of the fire-engine.
The next place at which they stopped on the
east side of the river was Hyde Park, which
name sounded so familiarly pleasant to Henry’s
ears, that he immediately crossed over to that

side of the boat which would give him the best

view of a place the name of which brought to his
mind so many agreeable associations.  This,”
said Mr. Pelham, * has been chosen, and I think
with considerable judgment, as a favourite spot
by the beau monde of the state of New York,
many of whom have selected it as an eligible
situation for their country seats. Dr. Hossock,
a celebrated physician of New York, has a de-
lightful residence and grounds here ; Judge Pen-
dleton, Mr. Wilkes, and several others, have also
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very pretty places on or near the spot. A few
miles further on are the noble mansions of
J. R. Livingston and Mr. Ratcliff; at a short
distance from which are those of the late Lord
Livingston and of the late Chancellor Livingston.
An incident in the life of that gentleman, when
Secretary of State at Washington, is worthy of
record, as affording an amiable illustration of
his disposition. His labours, connected in the
compilation of his code, were for many years
unwearied and assiduous: they were far ad-
vanced, when his whole papers were destroyed
by fire. This happened at ten o’clock at night ;
and at seven on the following morning, with un-
broken spirit and undiminished perseverance, he
began his task afresh !”’ -

Henry.—* 1 remember having read that a
similar incident occurred to Sir 1. Newton; but
those are not ordinary characters; few are en-
dowed with such buoyancy of spirit, or such in-
defatigable perseverance ; they afford, however,
an example worthy of imitation.” The boat now
stopped to.land some passengers at Catskill, a
village in the immediate neighbourhood of the
mountains of that name, which are seen for
many miles along the Hudson, and here assume
a sublimity and grandeur that can hardly be ex.
celled : the highest elevation of this noble range
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of mountains is from eight to ten miles distant
from the river; ithat called the Round Top is
upwards of three thousand eight hundred feet
high, and High Peak upwards of three thousand
seven hundred feet in height. This village,
which was formerly of little note, is now, by its
attractive scenery, become a place of fashionable
resort. -

Henry.—¢° An excursion to the summit of these
mountains must be very delightful, and might, I
think, be very properly ranked among the prin-
cipal objects in a tour through the States.”

Mr. Pelham.—* Many tourists have agreed in
the same opinion : it is an excursion that can be
accomplished in one day, though two or three
may be very profitably and agreeably passed in
leisurely examining the wild and majestic scenery
it commands. There is a large and commodious
house of entertainment erected at the Pine Or-
chard, one of the peaks of the mountains, three

-thousand feet above the river, the ascent to which

spot is perform;,d without danger or fatigue in a

private carriage, or in the public stage-coach -

which goes thence, and returnsduring the sum-
mer, twice a-day to the village of Catskill.”

Henry.—* Pray give me a further description
of the Pine Orchard : it must command an exten-
sive and beautiful view.” '
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Mr Pelham.—*¢ A more delightful spot in peint

of interesting landscape can be hardly conceived:
it is a small plain on the summit of the mountain,
scattered with forest-trees of every diversity of

foliage, affording an agreeable shelter from the

rays of the summer-sun. The RHudson river is
seen gracefully winding from afar through rock
and valley: its margin adorned with towns and

villages, interspersed with cultivated lands and-

vegetation ; its broad smooth surface enlivened
with vessels of various descriptions. A short
-distance from the hotel are the Keaterskill Falls,
which take their name from the stream on which
they are situated. This stream rises from two
small lakes near the hotel, in a westerly course
of, perhaps, near a mile and a half: the waters
fall perpendicularly a hundred and seventy feet ;
and after resting a moment on a projection of the
rock are seen to plunge with renovated force down
a precipice of nearly ninety feet more, producing
a grand and imposing effect. The road to this
romantic spot is exceedingly rough and uneven,
yet it does not deter the enthusiastic traveller
from visiting a scene fraught with so much to
excite admiration, and delight the mind.”

" The boat now stopped to land some and take
in other passengers at a.village called Athens,

five miles above Catskill : this is a place of little

{
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_note, probably from the circumstance of being

situated directly opposite to Hudson, a town of
considerable commercial importance, in addition
to its classical name; it is, however, a pleasant
spot, and can boast of some very pretty cottages
and good private houses, and contains, probably,
a thousand inbabitants. Hudson is a rich and
populous town, abounding with mills and ma-
nufactories. :

‘“ We are now,” said Mr. Pelham, * making
rapid strides towards Albany, the capital of the
state of New York; and although we have yet
three or four more pretty villages to pass through
before we quit_the river, they are of very minor
consideration in comparison to Albany, which,
in point of wealth, population, and commerce,
may be considered one of the first cities in the
States.”
nounce to the passengers that they were near the
close of their journey, and to warn tli'én_l'to look
after their luggage—a very necessary precaution
on board of a steam-boat ; for it is no unfrequent
occurrence for a person te.find, at the end of his
trip, that some good:natured fellow has marched
off with his portmanteau, unless he has had the
good sense to look out for it himself, the pro-
prietors of the steam-boats being free from all

Yo
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responsibility for the personal luggage of pas-
sengers. A scene of bustle and confusion now
ensued, some scrambling for their own, and
others for what they could get; while Henry,
looking at his watch, was quite astonished to find
that they had completed the journey of 144 miles
in twelve hours! He confessed that he should
ever remember his delightful sail up the Hudson
with pleasure, and expressed to Mr. Pelham feel-
ings of gratitude for the information he had given
him on so many interesting subjects during the
passage.

= |
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CHAPTER IX.

Albany, the Seat of Government for the State of
New York.—Its Environs. — Niskayuna.—The
Shakers.—Sir William Johnson, &c.

ALBANY, as we have already stat'ed, is the capital
of the state of New York. The first appearance

of this city, upon leaving the boat, does not con- -

vey to she stranger any thing very prepossessing ;
still the taste displayed in the construction of its
public buildings—the incessant din of commercial
intercourse which assails the ear of the traveller—

"the termination of the Grand Erie Canal at this

place—its connexion with thé rail-road to Sche-
nectady—and many other attendant circum-
stances, such as the constant arrival and depar-
ture of steam and canal hoats, stage coaches, &c.
render Albany no less attractive to the tourist
than an important and interesting city. The

town is divided into five wards, and contains.

some good substantial buildings: the principal

‘streets are extensive and wide, and contain many

K3
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excellent stores or shops, as well as some hand-
some private houses. ,

The Capitol, or State-House, is a large stone
building situated on an elevation at the head of
State-Street : it contains the Assembly and Se-
nate Chambers, the Supreme Court, the County
Court, &c. In the Sénate Chamber are some
fine portraits: one of the most valuable is that
of Columbus, copied from an original in 1592.
From the cupola at the top of this building,
Mr. Pelham pointed out to Henry a view of
Greenbush, situated on the opposite side of the
river. 'This spot is interesting, as the first point
of importance connected with the colonial wars
against Canada: it was here that the troops
supplied by the Eastern Colonies used to meet

those of New York, and from hence proceeded,

under commanders appointed by the British go-
vernment, against their enemies in the North.
Formerly, the inhabitants of Albany were nearly
all Dutch, or of Dutch extraction: it is stated
to have had then the character of being an unso-
ciable place; but it is now inhabited by people
from all parts of the world, and abounds with
hospitality and kind feeling.

Henry, who had been attentively listening to
the above remarks, said, I do not think that I
should like so well to reside in Albany as in New

B
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York; as a merchant or tradésman, however,
my opinion might widely differ.”

Myr. Pelham.—* You have yet seen so little of
the city, myUear boy, that you cannot judge of
its advantages; but we will prevail on your
mamma to rest here to-morrow, in order that
you and your sister may visit the principal ob-
jects in the town and its environs. We will now
return to our hotel to take our tea;’’ which they
did at the table d’héte, laid out for about fifty
persons in the usual American style. Plenty of
beef-steaks, good in their kind, but badly dressed,
broiled chickens, ham and eggs, dried fish,
cakes of all sorts and sizes, sweetmeats, maple
sugar, preserves and honey, with indifferent tea
and bad coffee, formed the prlncipal ingredients
of this substantial meal. Henry and his party,
however, enjoyed it very much, probably more
than their companions, for they remained con-
siderably longer at the table, not having yet
attained the art of eating with the rapidity of the
Americans. They afterwards returned to the sit-
ting-room,inwhich were assembled several guests,
some waiting for the steam-boats, others the
morning-coaches, &c. Among the number were
many well-dressed lady-like looking women, and

some men of very common appearance. Heary’s -

surprise was great, as he observed several of the

ir
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latter lounging.on chairs, with their feet resting
on the seats of others, puffing away their cigars,
perfectly unconcerned as to the annoyance which
a room enveloped in a cloud of smoke must be
to the ladies. A blush, very like indignation,
mounted his cheek, from- a consciousness that
his mother and sister would suffer from so un-
pleasant an effluvia. Turning hastily round, he
inquired of Mr. Pelham if it were customary in
America for gentlemen to indulge in smoking,
when' in the presence of gentlewomen: *.in-
deed,” continued he, ¢ from the appearance of
these people, I think they ought not to intrude
themselves iuto the society of ladies.”

% You see in these men,”” said Mr. Pelham, ¢ the
consequence of equality : their rudeness disgusts
and 4niidys me, yet I dare not say a word; you
may be assured, however, that these offensive

' pracncee do not exist in good society in America

any more than in any offier part of the world.”

Henry.—* It is that sort of vulgar indepen-
dence which I imagine has given rise to so much
censure on the manners of the Americans : they
are habits, however, that time will, no doubt,
correct.”

" The conversation was'now interrupted by a

summons to Henry from his mamma, warn-
ing him that it was time to retire: they were

mAldiiEW
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shown to their chamber by a good honest Irish
girl, acting ip the capacity of chamber-maid, who
troubled them with none of those questions so
commoén to American servants; but probably
judging from their appearance that they were
exotics, and just imported from the Old World,
~ she shoived,them a great deal of civility, and
seemed quite surprised when, on the following
morning, Mrs. B. thanked her for her-attentions,
and handed her a quarter of a dollar. We after--~..
wards learnt that it is nmot customary in the
United States for travellers to pay either waiters,
chamber-maids, or shoe-blacks—an improve-
ment, we must confess, upon our home custom.
On the succeeding morning, after partaking of
an excellent breakfast at the table d’héte, fcr
which they paid a quarter dollar each, the party,
at the suggestion of the ladies, proceeded to visit
the extensive Nursery and Horticultural Gardens,
under the superintendence of Messrs. Buck and
Wilson. These grounds are said to cover up-
wards of twelve acres of land, producing not only
the choicest fruits of the country, but also the
finer varieties of England, Germany, and France.
Attached to this superb and enterprising esta-
blishment is an extensive green-house, containing
a variety of the most rare and choice Asiatic
plauts, and other exotics. All who have visited
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this beautiful spot must feel that the highest en-
comium is due to the enterprising proprietors.
Henry and his sister were highly delighted, and
would willingly have passed the whole morning
in the gardens, had not Mr. Pelham informed
them that he had engaged a carriage for the

purposei:f taking them for a drive to Niskayema, = °

the Shakers’ settlement, about eight miles from
Albany. ¢ A visit to these singular people,” he
continued, * will be well worth the delay of a
few hours; though I do not by any means say
that you will be as much pleased as you have
been with Mr. Buck’s botanic garden; on the
contrary, I think you will be shocked and dis-
gusted by some of their absurdities; yet there is
much to admire in their industry, ingenuity, or-
der, frugality, and temperance. The perfection
to which they have brought these virtues may,
perhaps, be traced with propriety to the founder
of their sect, who, though one of the wildest
fanatics, proved that she understood the intrinsic
machine of the human kind, when she pro-
nounced ¢ that temporal prosperity was the
indication and would be the reward of spiritual
fidelity.” The success of the society’s agriculture
is a beautiful illustration of the remark, that
¢ to temperance every day is bright, and every
hour propitious to diligence.” . These enthusiastic
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people are’ the followers of Ann Lee, called by
them Mother Ann. According to her own ac-
count she was a native of England, and although
the wife of a poor blacksmith, the principal tenet
of her creed is absolute celibacy, which is de-
fended on various spiritual grounds, and fully
explained in a work published by the society.
She has been long numbered with the dead, but
her followers regard her memory with pious
veneration, and consider themselves the only
people in possession of the true light: the mar-
riage-contract is dissolved upon joining their
community; all private property, whether of
large or small amount, is thrown into one com-
mon stock, and they profess to banish the love
of ambition, wealth, and luxury of all descrip-
tion, from their territories ; they cultivate farms,
which they divide among them ; the men follow

- their different trades, and the women pursue the
‘more domestic occupations, with knittihg, weav-

ing, spinning, &c.; the men and women take
their meals separately, and neither of them will -
set down with what they call the ¢ World’s
people” The females wear grey gowns, with
white caps, as plainly made as possible ; while

the men are dressed in quaker-drab, . perfectly

plain, with broad-brimmed hats: they have a
peculiar walk, especially the women, occasioned,
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it is said, from their mode of worship, from which
they derive the name of Shakers : it is a strange,
disagreeable mode of dancing, accompanied by a
monotonous noise, perfectly disgusting to com-
mon sense.” Mr. Pelham bad bardly finished
this description, when the coach stopped at
Niskayema: the party alighted, and having walk-
ed for some time about the village, visiting the
different workshops, and having purchased some
very pretty baskets and other curiosities manu-
factured by the Shakers, they returned to their
carriage ; only astonished, that in a country like
America, where there are high pretensions to
reason and good sense, that such a set of bigots
should be allowed to exist—not only to exist,
but to increase daily in numbers, riches, and
intolerance. '

" Upon their return into Albany, Mr. Pelham
proposed that they shonld visit the mansion of
General Van Reusselar, which is considered to
be one of the most beautiful places in the United
States: the munificence, liberality, and charita-
ble disposition- of its wealthy proprietor, bhas
gained him the esteem and friendship of the
country ; his estate is of immense value, extend-
ing for many miles along the Hudson, and com-

manding an extensive tract of fine land; the -

Erie Canal also passes through his grounds, and
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terminates within view of his house. Mr. Pel-
ham informed Henry that General Van Reusse-
lar had established, under his immediate pa-
tronage, a very valuable and flourishing college
or seminary, about five miles distant from his
residence, at which the students deliver lectures
by turns on the different branches of study to
which they are devoted, and which bas proved
itself to be 4 plan productive of great benefit and
improvement to the scholars. During the sum-
mer season a considerable portion of time is by
them appropriated to making personal observa-
tions on ‘farming and botany: the expense of

boarding in this establishment is one dollar and

a half per week; no extra charge is made, al-
though the -pupils have the benefit of a fine
library, &ec.

Mrs. B. and her party returned to their hotel
just as the bell was ‘announcing that dinner was
on table. Delighted as they had all been with
their morning excursion, they now felt the full

enjoyment of a good appetite, and were presently -

seated at the lable d’hbte, which was well co-.
vered, and contained at least eighty or ninety
persons : . the fare consisted of roast and boiled
meats, fish, fowl of different sorts, ham, eggs,
tongue, with puddings, sweets, and pastry of all
descriptions, intermixed with a variety of sauces ;

MW"
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for their dinner each individual paid half a dollar ;
wine an extra charge. Henrywas highly amused
in hearing every now and then an exclamation
of ¢ Colonel, I'll take wine with you.” ¢ With
pleasure, General.”” He looked round, expecting
of course to see some military looking men; but
had not the appellation pronounced them to be
such, he would certainly never have discovered

their profession by their air, or even their man- -
ner; nor do I think, although in America, he

would ever have guessed them to be soldiers.

- After dinner, Henry accompanied Mr. Pelham
to the Museum, where he passed an hour very
satisfactorily, in examining the different curiosi-
ties, and looking at the paintings; but that which
seemed most to attract his attention was the
portrait of Sir William Johnson, whom Mr. Pel-

- ham informed him had held the rank of Major-
General in the English army. “In our walk
back to the hotel,” continued that gentleman,
“ I will relate to you some particulars of his life,
which will account for the distinguished honour
his portrait has of holding a situation in the Al-
bany Museum.” Heunry did not forget the en-
gagement, and they had no sooner descended the

~ steps from the Museum than he said, “ Now,
sir, pray tell me the history of Sir William

Johnson.” -
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Mr. Pelham.—* Sir William Johnson was a
native of Ireland, and nephew to Sir Peter War-
ren, who commanded a small ship of war, sta-
tioned at New York, where he married a lady, a
natiye of that city. Soon after,he purchased large
tracts of land in the country, and sent to Ireland
for his nephew, Mr. Johnson, who, although very
young, he placed in possession of a considerable
portion of the land contiguous to the Mohawk
country: this enterprising youth immediately
commenced learning the Mohawk language.
Being intrusted with talents, he discovered an
indefatigable industry to improve them, by cul-
tivating his unimproved wild lands into rich
and well-planned farms ; affording in himself an
example of almost unparalleled industry, and by
his instruction and liberality inducing many fa-
milies to settle near him, many of whom he
raised from circumstances mean and low to
flourishing and happy. But independent of the
attention he devoted to agricultural pursuits, he
also traded largely as a merchant with his Indian
neighbours, who went every spring from dif-
ferent parts of tbe States to Oswego, where the
Indians from distant parts of the country assem-

bled, and barteréd beaver and other. skins for

European goods; the latter, the principal traders

used to take from Mr, Johnson’s store on credit,
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as they paseed by his door in their cances up-the

Mohawk river, on their way to Oswego. Their -

custom was to pay for them, on their retarn the

ensuing fall, with skins they gave in exchange ; -

and his declining trade, considering the advan-
tages of our Indian commerce, which ke so greatly
contributed to support, might have been deplored,
had not the gaod of his country called him to act
in a nobler sphere ; for which his extensive qua-
lifications throughout the whole series of his
conduct evinces the wisdom of his designation,
and gained his country’s praise. The extent of
his commerce with the Indians afforded him the
most ample proof of the importance of their
friendship with the English ; and his mild, faith-
ful, and friendly bebaviour towards them, com-
bined with his general character, gave him the
greatest power and influence with them. His
house was advantageously situated on a spot
about thirty miles distant from Albany, by land,
but much farther by water, in a place where

nature seemed to have afforded it a kind of de- -

-fence; to which some addition was afterwards
made by art, and therefore justly called Fort
Jobnson. For many years this excellent man

was Colonel of Militia in the county of Albany,

and was afterwards appointed one of his Majesty’s
Honourable Privy Council of the province of
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New York, and subsequently raised to the rank

~ of Major-General of the Forces. He greatly
_ distinguished himself at the battle of Lake

* George; in 1755, on which occasion he was cre-
ated a baronet, and died much regretted in 1774.
Somre branches of his family are still residing in
Canada.” S
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CHAPTER X.

Departure from Albany.—Troy.:-Canal' Tow-
Boat, &c.

ArTER partaking of an excellent breakfast on
the following morning, the party proceeded in a
stage-coach to Troy, which, as the distance was

_only six miles, and the roads excellent, they

reached in a short time: it is a neat, pretty
town ; the stones are very good, and the houses
convey to the mind a conviction of their conve-
nience and comfort. - Troy is pleasantly situated
on the river Hudson, with a range of fine hills in
the back ground, the most prominent of which
has received the classic appellation of Mount
Ida, to correspond with that of the place.
Mrs. B. and her party were set' down at the
City Hotel, and upon inquiry found that the

" roads from thence to Whitehall were in a la-

mentable condition : this intelligence they gained
from an English gentleman, who was congratu-
lating himself upon having survived their dan-
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- gers; for he had been travelling all night, as he

stated, at the risk of breaking his neck, in order
to be at New York in time for the first of the
month packet to London, This gentleman re-
commended that, as they were a party, and had
a great deal of luggage, instead of * shaping
their course by land,” they should take a passage
by the Canal tow-boat, as a more commodious
and safer way of proceeding, though not quite
so rapid; for instead of reaching Whitehall by
ten o’clock in the evening, they would sleep on
board the boat, and arrive at that place at six on
the following morning, just in time to embark
on board the Lake Champlain Franklin steam-
boat, which would convey them to Canada,—a
distance from Whitehall of 160 miles. Mrs. B.
was obliged to her countryman for the sugges-
tion; but before deciding on their plans, the
party proceeded on hoard the eanal-boat, in order

" to see the accommodation, which they found su-

perior to any thing they had anticipated. For
the gratification of our young readers, who at a’
future day may be making the same tour, and

perhaps under similar circumstances, we will

give a description of the canal tow-boat from
Troy to Whitehall :—¢ The boat is about seveaty
feet in length, the greatest part of which forms
the cabin or dining-room: along each side are
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lockers, which answer the purpose of seats by
day, and contain the bed and bedding, which is
spread upon them at night, and form sleeping-
. booths for the gentlemen-passengers. When the
" boat is pretty full, a sort of shelf is suspended
over the lockers, which, with a mattress, forms
a second bed, and is removed in the morning.
The ladies’ cabin is separated from the gentle-
men’s by a thick damask curtain, and is neatly
furnished with carpeting, looking-glasses, &c.:
the bedding is on the same plan, strictly neat and
clean; and perhaps a greater regard to comfort
* is observed in their accommodation than to that
of the gentlemen, who are supposed to be better
.able to endure a little temporary inconvenience
than the softer sex. There appeared, however,
one objection to this mode of travelling, which
was the probability of being crammed up at night
in a confined cabin, with perhaps a number of
very disagreeable companions: in the day it
would be of little importance, as the win&g;

would afford a free circulation of air; and thy

deck? small as it is, is free for the accommoda’
tion of such passengers as choose to occupy it.
After a few moments’ consideration the obstacles

diminished, and appeared like grains of sand in -

the wilderness, when compared with the disa-
greeableness of twelve hours’ hard bumping in an
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American stage along one of the worst roads that
nature ever formed, and at cach step threaten-
. e ) . .

ing the annibilation of every bone in your skin,

and the destruction .of every nerve that is not

cased in iron.” The party therefore decided—
upon what ? upon choosing the lesser of the two
evils, and engaged their passage in the North

America Canal packet-boat, commanded by a

Captain Hicks; a very civil and obliging person :
the boat was to leave the bason in about two
hours, which affordéd them just time to return
to their hotel, despatch their luggage to the boat,
and take a glance at a few of the lions at Troy,
with which they were so well pleased, that
Mrs. ‘B. booked it for another visit, when an
opportunity might offer. The buildings. of this
city are chiefly of brick : it contains three banks,
seven churches, a-court-house, jail, and market.
The Episcopal Church is a fine specimen of
Gothic architecture : it has a venerable appear-

ance, and if enveloped in ivy would remind one
. of some of those ancient abbeys so often to be

met with in the writings of our lamented bard—
Sir Walter. P

At the expense of the corporation of Troy,

and greatly to their honour, a large building has
been erected for a Female Seminary, which is
said to be conducted with great judgment and
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care, affording annually a liberal education to
about eighty pupils ; many of whom would in all
probability remain in ignorance; had they mot . - . ‘3
the advantages of this- institution. Mr. Pelham
" took the children to see the flour-mill on the 1
south-side of the town, which the miller informed :
them would grind fifteen hundred bushels of f
wheat per day : they then visited the nail manu- K %
{

factory, where Henry asked numberless ques-
tions concerning the works, and the principal
articles of their manufactory. ‘I guess, young
gentleman,” said the foreman, * we makes of
red-hot iron every thing from a shingle nail to 2
ship’s spike.” . Henry smiled at the blunt reply,
but.troubled him with no more questions.
Mr. Pelham now reminded the party that their
- leave of absence from the boat had expired, and
- that they must immediately hasten on board.
Upon arriving there they were glad to find very
few passengers in the lady’s cabin—only two
gay-looking American ladies, besides their own
party; this Mrs. B. thought unexpected good
. fortune on their part, as she had now nothing to-
dread from a crowded close cabin. Upon learn-. .
ing that there was yet half an hour to spare be-
fore the boat would be ready to start, Mr. Pelham.
took Henry to see the Junction of the Champlain”
- and Grand Erie Canals, which is counsidered

-
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‘worthy the notice and admiration of travellers:

the dam and bason form a noble and expensive

work, and doubtless are productive of the great-

est advantage to Troy and its commerce. But
Henry confessed, that aithough perfectly sensi-
ble  of its intrinsic value, and the ufidoubted
benefit which these canals had proved to the
country, yet he was so blind, or so stupid, that

he could not discover any thing remarkable in’

their junction, of which he had hedrd so much.

Four strong American horses were now tackled .
to the line of the boat, and a stout lad mounted -
‘ * on the next to the leader: they commenced their

passage, travelling at a very tolerable rate. In
the distance from Troy to Whitehall they had to

pass through eighteen locks: this afforded great

amusement to Henry and his sister, who, as they
approached each lock, jumped on shore, for the
pleasure of seeing the boat rise and fall, as the

“water was let in or out of the dam. Along the

banks of the canal the scenery is generally mo-

notonous and uninteresting, though in some parts
romantic and pretty. One great advantage, how---

ever, is derived from a passage in the canal-boat
~—that of being exempt from the annoyance of
dust, which in stage-travelling in this country
is painfully disagreeable, the roads being very
sandy. This route took them through some

U
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pleasant looking villages; Waterford was the
first of any importance, about fourteen miles from

which is Still Water, near Berniss’ Helghts,‘

pointed out to Henry as the battle-ground of
General Burgoyne. The scénery here becomes
more. mterestmg to the tourist, as the canal runs
near some of the prmcnpal American forts. Of
the number they saw Fort Miller, Fort Hardy,
Fort Ann, and Fort Edward. At the mention of
the last named place, one of the American ladies
on board, who had hitherto been a very silent
companion, said, addressing Henry, “ I guess,
as you are a stranger in these parts, you never
heard of the murder of Miss-M‘Crea,” which
happened near that spot. She then related the
particulars, which were of a young lady, who,
prevxox;g to the revolution, had been betrothed
to an officer attached to the British army: the
lady resided with her friends at Sandy Hill, a
short distance only from Fort Edward, where
her lover was stationed. Hostilities commenced,
and the young officer, apprehensive for the safety
of his mistress, despatched a party of Indians to
convey her to the fort, where he had made ar~
rangements for their immediate nuptials. Some
little time elapsed before the young lady could
obtain her parents’ sanction to what appeared

to them fraught with great danger, although _
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they had long since given their full ‘approbation
to the marriage, and now only wished her to

- 'wait the result of circumstances for its consum-

mation : their intreaties, however, could not pre-
vail on Miss M‘Crea to decline for the present
fulfilling the wishes of her intended husband;

therefore, after the lapse of a day or two, she bid

adieu to her friends, and, accompanied by a
faithful servant, set out on her fatal journey.
The young soldier, unconscious of the impedi-
ments that had prevented her immediate obe-
dience to his wishes, became filled with appre-
hension lest she should have fallen into the hands
of the enemy, who in their skirmishes were
daily committing the most awful depredations :
these fears were increased by the non-return of *
the Indians. Hl'e:.;?determined immediately to
despatch a second party ; and most woefully was
he punished for his impatience! Miss M‘Crea

. aid her guides had reached nearly half way of

their journey, when they Wér_e met by the second
embassy ; and now began a dispute between the
Indians who should carry in the prize, and ob-
tain the reward. During this unfortunate con-
test, an arrow from a party of American skir-
mishers struck the young lady, and she fell from
her horse.. Horror-stricken at the event, and
perceiving’ that any further delay would be dan-
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gerous to themselves, the Chief of the first party
of Indians drew his tomahawk, and striking the
young lady to the heart, tore off ‘the scalp from
her head, and bore it in triumph to her impa-

tient lover; as a trophy of his fidelity in the

execution of his commission !

The young party shuddered at the recital of so

heart-rending an event; and Henry inquired if
the Indians completed the barbarous act, by leav-
ing the unfortunate victim on the spot unburied.

The lady informed him that they had hastily
placed her under the earth, beneath the spread-
ing branches of a large tree, where she had
fallen; but since that period her remains were
disinterred, and consigned to her family-vault,
in the church-yard of Sandy Hill.

The steward now.announced dinner to be on
table, which was certainly what may be termed
a very homely meal—yet quite as good as might
be expected, cooked on board so small a vessel—
roast and boiled meat, vegetables, ham and eggs

(as usual), sweet puddings, sauces, &c. with.

‘plenty of brandy, but no wine. Mrs. B. pro-
cured for herself and children, however, some
excellent lemonagde : for this meal the charge is
three York shillings, or about -one shilling and
. sixpence sterling each person. At seven o’clock
the table was again spread for tea, with abundance
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of cake, cold tongues, ham, dried meats, with
various preserves and sweetmeats, for which
one quarter dollar is paid each. During the
passage there had been no inconsiderable in-
crease to the number in the gentlemen’s cabin ;
but much to the satisfaction of the ladies, they
remained in number as when they started, and
found their little cabin very comfortable : they
slept well until about five in the morning, when
they were aroused by the stewardess, with a
communication that they had arrived at White-
hall. Mrs. B. paid for the passage of herself
and children two dollars each; by the coach it
would have been three and a half dollars; but
by the latter conveyance the party would have
arrived at Whitehall the preceding evening :
their beds would then have been an additional
expense; so that by the easy and safe mode of
canal-boat travelling, the saving was considera-
ble to their pockets. The recital of such minute
particulars may be very uninteresting to many of
our readers ; but to such as are anticipating a
trip to Canada, we hope they will prove not only
interesting, but useful, as they are recapitulated
with a strict adherence to facts.
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CHAPTER XI.

Whitehall.—Lake Champlain.—The Water-Witch
Steam-boat.—Arrival at Burlington.— Depar-
ture, &c.

It was on a Sunday morning that the party ar-
rived at Whitehali ; and as the Lake Champlain
'steam-boats do not ply on that day, they were
necessarily detained until the following, which
was particularly annoying, as Whitehall happens
to be any thing but a pleasant place; for this,
however, they were in some degree compen-
sated, by being in a comfortable hotel called the
Phenix ; the weather was. also in their favour;
so that after partaking of a very good breakfast
at the fable d’héte, Henry felt quite refreshed,
and ready to accompany Mr. Pelham in a walk ;
for he soon understood, that although the town
appeared dull and uninteresting to a stranger,
yet its environs commanded some beautiful
scenery ; aud it being the junction of the Northern
Canal with Lake Champlain, there are generally

o,
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quently immense rafts of floating timber; be-
sides, it is also the direct road from New York
to Chnada, consequently during the summer sea-
son immense traffic is constantly passing. On
the summit of a rock over the harbour was for-
merly a battery, every vestige of which now
appears to have gone to decay: the heights at
this place were then occupied by General Bur-
goyne’s right wing, while he was preparing to
march towards Saratoga. The town is small,
and its appearance would indicate that it contains
but few respectable inhabitants ; it has, however,
a bank in high repute; and a traveller is sur-
prised to see the number of persons assembled at
the daily table d’hite at the Phenix. Here it is,
we believe, the fashion for all the gentlemen of
the place to take their meals: whether they be
bachelors or not we cannot- presume to pro-
nounce, but if not, the ladies can have but little
trouble in superintending the cooking depart-
ment of their domestic duties, and certainly
escape a great deal of care and fatigue, while
their husbands are well supplied with excellent
fare at the Zable d’hote. The host appears to be
a very sedate, ‘worthy, and civil person, fully
deserving of public encouragement: he politely
pﬁ'_ered Mrs, B. and her party seats in his pew,
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et B

if they were disposed to go to chapel ; the favour,
however, was declined. On the following morn-
ing they engaged their passage for the Lake
Champlain, on board a small steam-boat called
the Water Witch ; the vessel was quite new, but
not quite complete: it was her first voyage,

which, for the accommodation of passengers,

was made rather prematurely, in consequence of

" some trifling accident having detained for that

trip the more important regular steam-boat on
the Champlain Lake. The Water Witch carries
a high pressure engine, which being held in not
very hkigh estimation for its safety, our party
decided upon not venturing further in her than to
Burlington, a distance of seventy-five miles from
Whitehall, and there wait until the following day
should bring them a more agreeable conveyance.

Lake Champlain is a beautiful sheet of water,

about 145 miles long, and from five to nine miles

broad: those who remember that itwas the theatre

_ of many memorable events during the war, must
" look on its scenery with feelings of intense in-
‘terest. Its matural beauties also are many, and

command the highest admiration; there are

several very pretty towns and villages that adorn

the shores of the lake, between which are scat-

tered farm-houses, cottages, and highly-cultivated

lands, affording a beautiful contrast with the
e
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distant mountains. Henry became exceedingly
interested in the description given him'by Mr. -
Pelham of the different places through which
they passed; as they approached Teconderaga,
that gentleman pointed cut the battlements of
the Fort which be said first bore the flag of
independence in thé States,—a circumstance that
should of itself render the view interesting to the
traveller. )
‘ Particularly to the Americans,” said Henry,
with an arch smile: ‘“however, I should like
very much to pay a visit to the Fortress, which
I suppose has been the scene of manyv battles.”
“ At a future period, should an opportunity
offer of visiting this part of the country,” said

3

- Mr. Pelham,;  you will find much to/admire,

particularly on Lake George, which in point of
natural® and romantic scenery is perhaps one of
the most beautiful spots in the world : it is the
favourite route from Canada to Saratoga, whence
people, like bees, swarm in the summer, for the
benefit of drinking the waters, which are consi-
dered to be very salubrious. Lake George,
which is an object of general attraction to all
travellers in this part of the world, is thirty-four
miles long, and its extreme breadth not more
than four ; its depth is sixty fathoms: the water:
is remarkable for its purity and clearness. The
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Lake never rises more than two feet: it is a
delightful spot for the angler, and produces re-
markable fine trout, black and rock bass, and

" perch; the sportsman may also find plenty of
amusement in the neighbouring forests, which .
abound with deer. The intermixture of cultiva-
tion with the wild scenes of nature exhibited on
this spot is extremely beautiful; the undulating
surface of the well-tilled farm, contrasted with
the deep shade of the native forest, and the
weather-beaten cliffs, where vegetation can find
no support, all contribute to render the scene
one of perfect enchantment, and make one wish
to fix there ¢ a habitation and a home.”

Mr. Pelham observed to Mrs. B. the wonderful
.improvement which the establishment of the
steam-boats and the opening of the Northern
Canal had produced on Lake Champlain: the
towns and villages a few years‘ago were thinly
populated, and miserably supplied with mer-
chandize, and such necessaries of life as their
own industry did not produce; now they are
found in abundance, and cheap : many of them
have increased their size to double since 1822,
and numerous villages have sprung up into
activity and industry from almost nothing : new
roads are making, and canals forming into the
interior, affording employment to many thou-
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sands of emigrants; numerous saw-mills have
been erected on the tributary streams, for cutting
up the supplies of timber in the forests; in
short, improvement in this country is making
wonderful and rapid strides. Before the open-
ing of the canal which communicates with the
Hudson River and Lake Champlain, very few
vessels were here to be seen, but now they are in
abundance, affording cheap and easy transport,
combined with the greatest convenience to the
numerous towns and villages which adornthe
borders of the Lake. In 1776 the British had a
fleet on Lake Champlain, commanded by Captain

- Pringle.

Henry’s attention was now summoned by the

- captain of the boat, who desired him to observe

a little island, called Sloop Island, which is con- -
sidered a curiosity: it contains several trees,

which at a distance have the appearance of

masts. It is reported that, during the war, on a
misty day, it was mistaken for a sloop, and fired
upon by a vessel, from which circumstance it has
since been called Sloop Island.

At Hertford, a very pretty village a” few miles.
further northward, the Lake widens consider-

~ably, and presents a novel and beautiful view of

the grand and magnificent range of the Alleg-
hanie mountains, which are for some miles dis-
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tinctly seen. - On the eastern side of the Lake
the green mountains are also visible over the
wild uncultivated shores, and form a striking
contrast with the neat white buildings that adorn
the nearer villages. Much as Henry had been
enchanted with the scenery on the Hudson, he
was almost equally-delighted with that of Lake
Champlain, though he could not but confess that
the accommodations of the “ Water Witch” were
greatly inferior to those of the * North America”
on the Hudson, which might very justly be com-
pared to an extensive floating hotel.

The captain, who we believe was also proprie-
tor of the Water Witch, was a very civil obliging
person, evincing the utmost anxiety to show
every possible attention to his passengers, and
expressed great concern that, * as his cooking
apparatus was not yet- complete, he could give
the ladies but an indifferent dinner; but pro-
mised them a better, when he next had the hanour
of their company.” If the dinner were not of
the very best quality, or served in the finest
style, Henry thought they could not.complain of
the society, for there were no less than two
American field-officers on board. Our party
discovered their rank, by the captain’s unre-
mitting polite attentions to these distinguished
guests: the repetition went ding-dong in their

i
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ears—*‘ Colonel, shall I help you to some mut-
ton?” or *“ Major, I guess you have the brandy
near you,” and so forth: in good truth, both -

" colonel and major did ample justice to the cap-

tain’s hospitality. = It'was about six in the even:

ing when the Water Witch reached Burling-

ton, the largest and most impertant town.on
Lake Champlain, and very delightfully situated.
Before bidding adieu to the worthy captain, and
wishing success to the Water Witch, Mrs. B.
inquired of the former which was considered to
be the best hotel ; it being her intention to re-
main there until the followmg day, and then

proceed by a larger boat. An hotel kept by Cady
and Doolittle was. strongly recommended, and
thither they repaired, in a carriage;kept by the. |
proprietors of that establishment, for the accom- -
modation of travellers arriving by:‘- the steam-
boats. They were conducted to a comfortable
private apartment, fitted up more in the English
style than any thing they had seen since leaving
England: they soon after joined the table d’hbte
for their tea, and for the first time on their route
sat down with only three or four in number,
beside their own party, though there was suffi-
cient on the table to satisfy the hungry appetites

of at least thirty persons. As Henry had made
but an indifferent dinner on board the boat; he

.
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now determined to follow the example of the
American officers, and did ample justice to a
well-broiled chicken, finishing his repast with
u variety of excellent cakes: it was here that he
first tasted the Maple sugar, which is very gene-
rally used among the country-people in the
States, and also in Canada. A piece of the
Maple-tree was also produced, and the mode of
extracting the juice fully explained to the satis-
faction of the young party, particularly Henry,
who made a minute of all the particulars.

They were supplied with excellent beds ; "and
on the following morning, at seven o’clock, were
summoned by the loud peal of a bell to the pub-
lic breakfast-table, where they found assembled
at least from eighty to one hundred persons. :'A
good-natured Irish waiter discovered that the
party were new arrivals, and probably from the
Old Country, for he very attentively reserved
chairs for them.at the head of the table; but,
unfortupately -for Mrs. B.’s ‘appetite, which had
not yet quite recovered its proper tone since
being ‘at sea, by her side sat one of the dirtiest
old men she ever saw: he might probably bave
used his razors ten days since, but his appear-
ance was perfectly disgusting ; his breath one
fame of garlic and tobacco: the juice of the
latter he continually squirted through his teeth
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over hef# shoulder, not only threatening to deface
her dress, but also deprived her of her breakfast ;
fof she sat in an agony of apprehension, least she
should receive on her garments what he was so
liberally but so offensively diffusing around him.

Henry saw his mother’s annoyance, and longed _

to make a remark to the offending party, but he
had been warned never to express publicly an

__opinion that could wound the pride or feelings

of another; but as they retired from the room,
he whispered .to his mamma, “ Here is ano-
ther instance of the bdlessings of equality, for
which. I think you have paid a due sacrifice.”

“ And the poor man,” said Mr. Pelham, * is
perfectly unconscious of having given offence,
and perhaps would be very sorry if he supposed
that he had done so; but, as Henry observes, the
error lies in our system of equality ; and to such
individuals as that old man we are much indebted

“for the' severe remarks. which some travellers

3

have made on Americau manners : they lash us
indiscriminately for the errors of a few, whom
chance may throw in their way at the ?able
d’héte, or in a public conveyance.”

~+ The waiter now informed them that the car-
riage which -Mr. Pelham had previously ordered

was in attendance, ip order to drive them round
the environs of the town, the wind being high,

At ey
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and the dust of the sandy soil of Burlington too
annoying to allow them to walk with pleasure :
they. wére all quickly seated, and Mr. Pelbam
ordered the coachman to drive them to_ the spot
commanding the best view of the Town and -
Lake. They ascended a hill of about a quarter
of a mile in length, which presented a delightful
prospect, embraeing in the foreground the Lake
(which at Buarlington extends considerably in
width), the town, and some beautiful gardens in

a state of perfect cultivation, the property of
some of the wealthy inhabitants; the houses &dre
exceedingly good, and built much in the English
style. Near the summit of the hill is a fine
.mansion, the residence of Mrs. Allen, whose
husband was late Charge-d’Affaires to Chili.
The land-travelling from Burlington to Montreal

is very good, passing through the town of Swan-
ton and Missisconi Bay, a place of considerable
attraction, principally on account of its sur-
rounding scenery. During the summer season,
however, a sail down the Lake is so very delight-
ful, and the steam-boats offer such powerful
inducement to travellers, on account of their
cheapuess and comfort, that very few think of”
travelling by any other conveyance.

After enjoying a very pleasant drive for some
F 2
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few miles round the country, our party retirred
to the hotel in time to partake of a good dinner
at the table d’héte, after which Mr. Pelham took
Henry for a walk round the town: they visited
the library, the court-house, and some of the .
principal stores. As they were walking leisurely
across a sort of comtnon on one side of the town,
they were accosted by a young man respectably

- dressed, who inquired if they would purchase of
. him some honey : being answered in the nega-

tive, he told them that he had a considerable
quantity of excellent quality to dispose of, and

that he would let them have it very cheap, being
desirous to raise a few dollars upon a very urgent
occasion. Mr. Pelham inquired if he were a
single man; he said he was, but that a few dol-
lars at -that moment would be of the utmost
importance to him. The next question was, ¢ Are
you out of employment?’> ¢ Oh, no,” he re-
plied, “ I have constant work, for which I am
paid- fourteen dollars per month, with board,
lodging, and washing.” ¢ Then how is it pos-
sible that you can be in want of money ?” sternly
demanded Mr. Pelham. * Because I have not.
half a dollar in the world,” replied the man:
‘“ my employer keeps a store, and my wages are

always paid-in dry goods, such as clothes, &c.,
»
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but I never-receive sixpence of my wages in
cash; I am now going to get married, therefore
a little ready money would be very desirable.”

Mr. Pelham smiled at the idea of a man mar-
rying without sixpence in his pocket, and felt
half inclined to remonstrate with him upon what
appeared so extremely unwise ; but feeling that
his efforts to conviction would be futile, he merely
desired the man to take a jar of honey to the
hote), which he promised to purchase st the
market price.

‘As they walked on, Henry inquired if the
mode of payment stipulated by the young man
was a general custom in America? ,

Mr. Pelham.— In the United States it is the
commen mode of payment to mechanics, whose
wages- generally run from ten to twenty dollars
per month, perhaps five of which they receive in
cash, and -the remainder in store-goods: the
same plan is held good in Canada, where the
wages, I believe, are not quite so bigh; You
must have observed during our route from New
York an immense number of-Irish labourers:
these poor creatures are generally employed in

working on the roads and canals; they are paid

from twelve to fifteen shillings per week, chiefly
in goods, and are supplied with a miserable
lodging, with an allowance of wretched whiskey,
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which is manufactured in the country. It is by
means of this slow but hateful poison that for a
time they are able to stand the heat of the sum-
mer, although hundreds of them die in the sea-
soning : it is quite heart-rending at some part of
the year to witness their sufferings: as winter
commences, navigation ceases, and their work
with it: for months they are laid up unemployed,
and thousands are then in a state of the most
miserable destitution ; and their ill-fortune is not
diminished by the dislike which the Americans
generally have imbibed against the low Irish.
This feeling, I am sorry to say, exists throughout
the Union.”

Henry.—* Do you think that our countrymen
generally improve their condition, by emigrating
to this country ?”’ '

Mr. Pelham.—* That is a question upon which

I find some difficulty to' decide : many presper,

and others have had but too much reason to
regret having ever left their native shore; I am

afraid, however, that in the United States more:

emigrants have suffered from disappointment
than have had reason to rejoice in the change..
Canada, particularly the Upper Provinee, holds
out, I think, stronger indueements for emigration
from England than the States. The characteris-

tic manners and customs of the people are more.

!
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congenial : they feel themselves more at home un-
der the same government. The climate is parti-
cularly good, the soil prolific, and I believe that
where industry, perseverance, and sobriety, are
united, succéss has seldom failed to reward labour;
in short, it is the poor man’s country; for there
he can live, if he can live at all. The greatest
. bane to their happiness is the love. of ardent
spirits, whiehin Canada are exceedingly cheap,
and therefore offer a strong temptation to such
as are addicted to the ruinous vice of drunken-
uess: but a man of sober and industrious habits
will seldom fail to find in Canada a comfortable
and respectable subsistence : there, land is cheap,
and every facility is offered to emigrants by
means of the agents, who are gentlemen of the
highest respectability, and never fail to give the
most salutary advice to such as are about to settle
in their colonies. Emigration has within the
last two years increased to a wonderful degree.
Many parts of Canada, which a few years since
were dense woods, apparently impenetrable, now
present the most prolific and highly-cultivated
lands : townships and villages have sprung up
almost like mushrooms from the earth; canals
are formed, mills erected ; in fact, improvement
of every kind in Canada is progressing wonder-
fully. Nor does emigration consist solely of the
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farmer, the peasant, and the mechanic: some
hundreds of opulent British families are now
comfortably domiciled in Canada, by whom, how- -
ever, the Upper Province is generally held in the

highest estimation. Perhaps, on account of its

prolific soil and delightful scenery, it is deserving

the preference.” ‘

All further comment on this interesting sub-
jeet was for the present suspended, by a loud
summoens from a bell, the usual mode of an-
nouncing the arrival of the steam-boat: they'
hastened to their hotel, and having discharged
]; 1 their account;, bade adieu to Messrs. Cady and
Doolittle. The coach which had brought them
from the Water Witch now conveyed them to
the Franklin, the most commodious, quiet, and
b delightful steam-boat they had yet been in. .
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CHAPTER XII.

Lake Champlain continued.— Plattsburgh.—Rouse’s
Point.~—Steam-boat Franklin.—Isle Auz Noiz.
—Lower Canada.

AcaiN the party embarked on the noble Lake,
boasting innumerable islands of every varying
form and outline that fancy can frame. About
eighteen miles north of Burlington they passed
Plattsburgh, a place connected with some im-
portant and interesting events, having in the
year 1814 been the scene of a land and naval
battle. The town or village does not bear any
distinguishing marks of opulence, though there

_is considerable trade and some wealth in the

place: it is on the banks of a small river called
the Savanne, and a line of forts are here erected
for its defence.
Night, in her sable form, was now approaching,
‘but the moon, which was nearly at the full, rose
with great splendour. Henry thought hé had
never witnessed any thing so splendidly sublime,
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and intreated that his mamma would allow him
and his sister to remain, beyond their usual hour
of retiring, on deck, which being covered with
an awning, Mrs. B. considered there would be

- no danger from the dews, and therefore yielded

to the request. The wind was lulled : all nature
seemed reposing ; the sound of the machinery,
and the bubbling of the water, occasioned by the
rapidity of the vessel’s wheel, were the only
innovations to perfect stillness. Almost all the

passengers had retired to repose, except a few . ‘

who like -our party were tempted by the gran-
deur of the scene to remain on deck: its subli-
mity appeared to impose a sacred silence, for
scarce.a breath was heard; all seemed to be

involved in one overwhelming feeling of admira-

tion, The moon, unusually bright, afforded an
imposing view of the distant Alleghanie moun-
tains, and reflecting its light upon the quiet
villages, woods, and cultivated lands that. suc-
cessively adorn the shores of the Lake as you
glide along its smooth surface, formed on the

' whole one of the most beautiful landscapes that -

the mind can imagine. Wrapped in silent con-

templation, Henry remained seated by his mamma,

and sister, until the  iron-tongue of time told
twelve upon the drowsy ear of night ;”’ at which
hour the .boat stopped to land passengers at
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Rouse’s Point, the last village within the boun-
dary of the States on Lake Champlain. Here
are still to be seen the dilapitated remains of an

place is very level and uninteresting, and so it
continues for some miles into Lower Canada:
the banks on the River Richlieu, which we now
enter, are low, and the cottages occasionally
scattered along its shores are frequently over-

months in the year the inhabitants can neither
enter nor leave their miserable abodes without a
boat or canoe. These dwellings are usually oc-
cupied by poor Canadians, who procure a nii-
‘serable subsistence by fishing, or shooting wild
fowl, snipe, and pigeons, which are here found
in abundance. The river produces the black
bass—in our opinion the best fish obtained in
this part of Canada: the rock-bass, perch, sun.
fish, and eels also, are plentiful and very fine.
The poor creatures who exist in these marshy
situations are much afllicted with ague and
fever; their appearance is squalid and unhealthy:
themselves and their log-huts certainly bespeak

in their filth and wretchedness.
“ We are now, my dear Henry,” said Mr. Pel-

old fort, and which has formerly been. a castle, .
built of hewn stone. The country about this

flown by the rising of the river ; so that for some

the most abject poverty, yet they seem comented
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ham, “ making rapid progress toward the [sle
Aux Noix, the place of your immediate destina-
tion: come with me to the upper deck, and you
will soon catch sight of the island, which appears
to great advantage from this part of the river.”
Our little hero cheerfully obeyed the summons;
but before quitting the Franklin, we must in
4 justice beg to recommend a passage in her to
i such of our friends who may travel by way of
- Lake Champlain from Whitehall to Canada.
“ The boat itself is fitted up in a very superior
L manner : its comfort, neatness, and good order;
! 'kjﬂ command universal admiration. It is conducted
| quite in a man-of-war style, yet the captain is a
person of pleasing, mild, and affable manners ;
his influence with his men is admirable ; a look-
from him is sufficient command ; the mandate of
the Sultan of Delhi could not be more promptly
'] obeyed ; in fact, the attention and general polite-
" ness of Captain Sherman towards his passengers
is quite proverbial. The fare by this excellent
baat from Whitehall to St. John’s, a distance of
more than 140 miles, is, as a cabin passenger,
five dollars, rather more than one guinea ster-
ling : this expense includes an excellent dinner
and supper, with the exception of wine; the
attendance is also exgeedingly good. There is
on board, for the amusement of piusengers; a
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library, consisting of the latest British and Ame-

rican works. The lady’s cabin is on deck, fitted
up with great good taste, combining with com-

fort elegance and neatness: the stewardess is
in constant attendance upon. the ladies, from
whom she deserves warm encomium for her
general intention,

- It was about six o’clock in the morning when
Mrs. B. and her party bade adieu to the Franklin

steam-boat, and landed on the wharf at Isle Aux

Noix,—with what delight we will leave our
readers to imagine : for there they were to meet
the fond husband and father, after an absence of
some months. The children were in rapture as
they again felt the warm pressure of parental
affection ; nor was that parent less alive to the
intensity of joy, as he met the tender embrace of
his affectionate offspring, and pressed them to

that heart which had felt the most acute anxiety -

for them during the passage. The sensations of
the mother’s mind we will not attempt to de-
scribe : they were, however, mingled with feel-

. ings of the highest gratitude towards the great

God, who bad preserved them not only in safety
through the dangers of a sea-voyage, but also
through the perils of contagion; for the cholera
was still striding with malignancy in many parts
through which they had passed; and in all their
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gratitude and bliss there was yet one much-loved
object still wanting to complete their happiness.
At the early part of our narrative we stated that
Mrs. B. had left her eldest. son in England ; it
was her first separation from him, and the
pangs of parting were still fresh in her memory ;
and not at this distant period even can she re-
flect on them without experiencing that mental
agony known only on such occasions by a mo-
ther. She had missed his endearing attentions
to which she had been accustomed through the
voyage; but now that they were assembled
round the cheerful hearth, the absence of one so
truly dear to all, and who had formerly contri-
buted so much to charm and enliven their little
circle, was felt with the deepest regret, and
mixed a portion of sorrow into their cup of joy.
We must in good truth congratulate our friend
Henry upon his safe arrival at the Isle Aux

Noix, where his father was stationed, and where -

in all probability our little hero will for some
time remain, and have opportunity to afford us
some description of the post, which, being mili-
tary, canuot be totally void of interest to many
of our young redders, particularly to those who
are destined to visit Canada by way of the States ;

for here they will for the first time, after cross-

ing the Atlantic, see the British flag waving,—a
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" circumstance that seldom fails to give joy to an
English heart. This little island, which is about
three parts of a mile long, and a quarter of a
mile broad, has been chosen with judgment as a
frontier post: although the ground is not of
much elevation, it is higher than any in the

neighbourhood, and so situated as partly to oc- "

cupy the Channel, and entirely to command a
view of it; the fortifications are exceedingly
good. In the time of war it was-a post of con-
siderable importance, and is now occupied by a
strong military detachment, with a commandant
and one or two subalterns, a fort adjutant, a
commissariat officer, ‘a medical officer, an. ord-
nance storekeeper, a barrack master, &c. The
barracks, built of stone, are-exceedingly large
and commodious, and admirably situated within
Fort Lennox : they were built under the gover-
norship of the Duke of Richmond, and are said
to have cost government fifty thousand pounds.
The entrance is very noble, protected on each
side ‘vby a drawbridge, and surrounded by a deep
moat, which is a grand receptacle for the bull-
Jrog, whose appalling note—Iloud, deep, .and
hoarse, issuing from ten thousand throats in

ceaseless continuity of croak,—renders the place-
a dismal annoyance to the inhabitants of the .

Fort, until custom reconciles them to the horrid
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sound. The powder magazines, military stores,
~ and commissariat office, are within the Fort, the
gates of which are guarded by a sentry.

- 'There is also on the island an excellent navy-
yard, containing handsome navy-barracks, hos-
pital, and officers’ quarters, &c. This establish-
ment, until June, 1834, has been under the com-

5 2 - mand of a Lieutenant of the Royal Navy: it is
! now, however, broken up, and at present the
g buildings are unoccupied. There is a neat

;'H . church on the island, in which the service is
L performed once on the Sabbath by the Rev. Mr.
luig . Baldwin, Chaplain to the Forces. The inha-
gl bitants of the Isle Aux Noix are all employed by

government, and principally natives of Great
Britain. Opposite to this delightful little spot,
and about half a mile distance across the water,’
is a pleasant little village called St. Valentine’s,
inhabited principally by Canadians, who speak a
sort of Patois French; in appearance very poor,
Hr and seemingly destitute of all regard to clean-
‘ liness or comfort: they 'reside in miserable look-
ing hovels, most of them built of logs, and contain
‘ two or three rooms. The Canadian peasants, in
dress, mannet, and air, resemble foreigners, and
: . seem not to have changed their fashion since the
days of Adam: the men wear the Canadian
jacket, cap, sash, and moccasins. The women are

“_.._”q.
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dark, and when young very pretty, but soon look

squalid and unbealthy, which may perhaps be
partly attributed to the effect of the stoves which
heat’ their apartments in winter, and partly. to
ardent spirits, which are so cheap as to be within
the grasp of every individual in the country.
The men are addicted to drinking, and appear

to be no great lovers of labour, for you seldom

see any thing like a neatly-cultivated garden near
their residence. That pleasing little emblem of
English industry, which speaks volumes in praise
of our own peasantry, cannot breathe a sentence
in favour of the poor Canadians. Like the
Dutch, they not only build their ovens. on the
outside of their houses, but frequently over a
pig-sty. '

It is a rare occurrence in Lower Canada to

" procure a native female servant of any value:

they are generally untidy, and extremely indo-
lent; most of them Catholics, and bigotted to the

utmost ; they will forfeit their situation, however -

lucrative, rather than resigna constant attendance
at chapel. Few Canadian females are therefore

employed as servants: every body is looking out.
for either English or Irish; dnd the immense
emigration, particularly of the late seasons, af--

fords a tolerable supply. -

'
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CHAPTER XIII.

TR
Te—

He(;ry's Pursuits.—The Emigrant.— St. John's.—
= La Prairie, &c.

- Our young readers will doubtless be somewhat

anxious to know what were Henry’s pursuits
after his arrival at Isle Aux Noix. We must
inform them that even here.he found employ-
ment to be the true source of happiness : “his
mornings were devoted to such studies as form

" the education of\a gentleman, nor were his hours

of relaxation less beneficially emwployed. Agri-
culture became with him a favourite pursuit,
and he left no means untried to make himself
perfectly acquainted with the merits and deme-
rits of the soil. He soon cultivated a very pretty
and large garden, quite in the English style;

-and as he came out well supplied- with seeds, his

labours were amply rewarded with an abundant
crop of vegetables, every description of which
flourishes exceedingly well in Canada, although
the Lower Province is not considered to be so
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generally prolific as the Upper. Henry’s early
- potatoes, first peas, French beans, &c. gained
him great credit, and really set a very useful
example to many of his neighbours. Land is
here sold cheap ; and those who can purchase a
few acres, understanding how to till it, and are
determined to rise early, and work late, will
seldom fail to do well in Canada; but it is a
fruitless speculation for amy agriculturist or
mechanic to emigrate to this country, in expec-
tation of improving their condition in life, unless
they be industriously disposerl. Too many vainly
flatter themselves, when they quit their owa
country, that in the New World they will find
dollars as plentiful as snow; but a few short
months in Aserica will coavince them that such
expectations are illasory. We remember an
English baker, who with a wife and two or three
children c¢ame out from Aylesbury, and settled
in Lower Canada: they brought with them but
a few pounds in cash, probably very little more
than was sufficient to pay their passage; for we
were assured by the man that he left England
with the full persuasion that in America they
would find money and provisions so plentiful,
that very little exertion would be necessary to
procure even more than they would reduire.
They were, however, lamentably disappointed;
. G
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for-the winter after their arrival we saw them in
‘{ _ dire distress. The man had made an attempt to
commence in his business, but neglecting to put
his * shoulder properly to the wheel,” he soon
failed ; sold his horse, his cart, and then his cow,
to. procure means of subsistence. For several
'Lmonths during the severe season himself and
family existed on public charity; at length the
winter broke up, and the man procured employ-
ment as a farmer’s servant; but we have ample
reason to suppose that the poor baker was greatly
wanting in that ingredient so essential in Canada
—industry, for he remained in his new situation
but a short time, when he made his exit into the
States, doubtless thinking that there he would
be. able .to.live without labour. But alas! we
fear further disappointment still awaits him, as
it inevitably will all those in that station in life

: who leave England for a new country, unpre-
3 pared to meet with privations whieh can only be
i ~ alleviated by the ‘“ sweat of the brow.” Many
i A persons are also deceived when hearing of the
i I rate of wages in the United States: it is there-
fore of importance that they be informed that
O five shillings in Canada is equal to eight shillings
in NewYork ; the par of exchange with England

i . for the dollar is four shillings and sixpence ster-
b ling; but:.the present rate, and which bas not

T
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varied .for a considerable time, is about four

shillings and twopence sterling. The currency
in the Canadas is at the rate of five shillings the
dollar, which is called the Halifax currency, and
is recognized by law throughout the colonies.
.The American shilling in almost every State
varies. in value : the shilling in New York. is in
Canada only in value sevenpence-halfpenny. It
is therefore of importance that all travellers
should make themselves acquainted with: the
currency of the éountry through which they
pass, or they are liable to great impositions,
which even in the New World they will not
always escape. : .
Our ;'oung readers will, we trust, pardon this
wide digression from the history of Henry, whom
we have for some time left cultivating hiﬂ gar-
den, acquiring a knowledge of agriculture, and
scientifically improving bis mind. We will now
follow him on a little excursion to Montreal,
accompanied by his parents and sister. Again
they embarked in their favourite steam-boat, the
Franklin, which would convey them as far on
their route as St. John’s, a somewhat pleasant
village twelve miles from Isle Aux Noix, but on
the direct road to Montreal from. New York.
Here the Lake Chainplain steam-boats stop at
the head of the rapids, and at the end of navi-
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gation: it is situated on the River Richelieu.
Although a place of no particular attraction to
strangers, those who delight in military remi-
niscences inay feel some pleasure in visiting the
fort and barracks ; for this in the time of war
was a post of considerable importance. Henry
explored them with delight; his father at the
same time recounting to him many interesting
military achievements which had formerly distin-
guished the place. They also visited the French
and English churches; and from a wooden bridge,

‘of about half a mile in length across the Riche-
. lieu, they had a fine view of the rapids, and of

the canal which is now forming from St. John’s
to Chambly, and willrac;ubtlehss prove an infinite
advantage to the commerce of the place. The
principal hotel is kept by Mr. Mott, where
stages are always in readiness to convey passen-
gers on their route: it is an exceedingly good
house, remarkable for its neatness and comfort ;

mine host is an American, a very civil and

obliging man. The table is well supplied, quite
in the United States style : for dinner at the Zable
d’héte the chatge is half a dollar; for breakfast
and tea, a quarter dollar each. The roads from
St. John’s to La Prairie, a distance of eighteen
miles, are notoriously bad ; a rail-road, however,

'is in agitation; and for the sake of the goed

a
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peaple in Lower Canads, as well as for our fel-
low-travellers, we very cordially wish it every
specess, We certainly do not desire ourselves
to updergo a seeond jumbling over its rugged
ways, byt will cheerfully contribute our warmest
suppeort towards the completion of the contem-
- plated improvement, which would render St.
Jobu's ene of the mgst delightful and cenvenient
towns in Lower Canada. From this plaee to
La Prairie the pountry at present effers but little
indugement to settlers. There are a few strag-
gling eattages and an accasional village to be
met with, but the appearance of the inhabitants,
like that of the soil, bespeaks much poverty.
Henry observed that some of the most humbls
and dirty-looking houses were dignified by « .
pole raised in front. Upon inquiry he learnt
from his father that they were designed as marks
of distinction, to denote the residence of officers
of militia. It is no uncommon occurrence in
Canada to see the wife of a captain in the militia
bring a basket of eggs to your door to sell, appa-
rently quite- unconscious of the dignity of her
husband’s rank.

After about three hours’ complete shaking in
one of Mr. Mott’s stages, Henry and his party
arrived at La Prairie, a large dirty-looking vil-
lage, from which steam-boats cross several times
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a-day to Montreal, a distance of nine miles.
This place is perfectly Canadian ; the inhabitants
speak very little English ; the streets are narrow,
and can boast of little attraction. The principal
objects of interest are the nunnery and the church.
The Nuns possess a large tract of land, nearly in
the centre of the village, surrounded by a high
wall: their time is chiefly devoted to the care of

the sick and indigent, and to the education of

girls. Mrs. B. had just time to give her children
a peep into this establishment, which favour was
granted upon application, and then embarked
with her family on board the steam-boat for
Montreal, where we shall leave them to repose
quietly for the night, and commence the morning
with a new chapter.

0y
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CHAPTER XIV.

Montreal.—Rascoe’s Hotel.—Review.—Climate.—
Conclusion.

ArtHouGH a little fatigued with his rough jour-
ney from St. John’s to La Prairie, Henry still
enjoygd his trip across the River St. Lawrence.
Montreal is the second town of importance upon
this beautiful river: it is situated on an island
. thirty miles in length and ten in breadth, and
derives its name from a very high mountain,
called by the French, Mountreal, or Royal Moun-
tain. This populous' and great commercial city
_is 170 miles from Quebec. The exterior of the
houses have a heavy and inelegant appearance :
their roofs are covered with tin plates, in lieu of
slates or shingles, and many of them have sheet-
_ iron shutters and doors, as a protection in cases
of fire, which are of frequent occurrence in this
city ; but if the exterior be sombre, the interior
of the houses is furnished with great elegance
. and comfort, and the inhabitants are renowned

;\k



AR

~

128 HENRY, OB

for hospitality and kindness of heart. Many of
their most eminent merchants are from England,
Ireland, or Scotland ; but the French retain their
native manners and customs, as well as language.
There are in this city several handsome churches.
The New English Cathedral is probably the
largest in North America. The Roman Catholic
church is likewise a fine building : it has & mag-
nificent painted glass window and five altars, all
richly decorated.

Henry with his mamine and sister visited the
four convents, g favour which they obtained
through the interest of a friend ; from thepce
they went to the barracks, where they bad the
pleasure of seeing his Excellency Lord Aylmer
review the troops ; this to our little hero was a
great treat, for he had seldom seen so grand a
military display, The barracks are situated near
the river, and will contgin upwards of 300 men.
The parade is a handsome piege of ground, and

‘forms a fashiopable promenade. Montreal has
a well-supplied market; provisions are cheap,

byt bouse-rent very dear. The best accommo-
dations that can be desired are jn this city ob-
tained in the boarding-houses and hotels, and we
think at & moderate rate, Mrs. B, and her
family were staying at Rascoe’s hotel: they
joined the public table, which was well supplied :
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with the exception of wine, the charge for lodg-
ing, with four meals per day, is one dollar and a
half each persen, or about six shillings and eight-
pence sterling. One of the principsl atiractions
in the environs of Montreal is the Island of St.
Helen’s, or Giant’s Island, which has recently
been purchased at an emormous prige by the
British Government as a military depét. This
beautiful spot should be visited by strangers, as
well as the Mountain of Montreal, where the
luxury of extensive and grand scenery may be
fully enjoyed. o

The climate of Canada is undoubtedly very se-
vere,.and the heat zud cold go to great extremes:
the thermometer freqnently rises in summer to
98°, and in winter the mercury often freezes. The
winter season begins at the end of October, and
continues till April, during which peried the
ground is seldom free from snow. In Januery,
February, and March, the frost is very.iptense.
At this season the largest rivers are frozen over,
and navigation suspended. Altbeugh the air js
so extremely eold, it is so serene and clear, gnd
the inhabitants so well defended against it, that
it is neither unhealthy nor unpleasant. The ex-
tremes of heat and cold are startling, yet the
very sudden transitions which in other climates
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are -considered so injurious to the constitution,
.are unknown here. »
In Canada the winter is the season of amuse-
ment: navigation no sooner closes, and the clear
frosty weather begins, than all aunxiety about
business is suspended, and every one-is devoted
to conviviality and pleasure. Sleighing is a fa-
vourite and healthy amusement: it is a novel,
and to strangers an extraordinary sight, to wit-
ness some hundreds of sleighs cr?ssing the ice on
the River St. Lawrence. These winter vehicles
resemble the body of a chaise placed upon two
iron runners, similar in shape to the irons of a
pair of skates: they are generally formed to
contain two persons, besides the driver, and are

- drawn by one or two horses; the latter are placed .
in tandem fashion, as the tracks on the ice will
frequently not admit of their going two abreast :
they will with ease travel at the rate of eighty
miles a day. The smoothness and facility with
which they glide along is delightful, and so little
noise do they make, that it is necessary to have
:i small bells attached to the harness to prevent
accidents, by coming suddenly in contact with
each other, which, without this timel); notice,
would frequently happen, particularly when tra-
velling by night. To guard against the cold the
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traveller is enveloped in buffalo robes; the cap
or bounet, usually made of fur, cover the ears
and the greater part of the face, besides which,
fur gloves and muffs are indispensable.

The Canadians also contrive in the very cold-
est weathef* to keep ‘their habitations perfectly
warm and comfortable. In large houses a stove
is always placed in the entrance hall, and one on
each floor up stairs, from whence flues pass in
different directions through the apartments, keep-
ing up a continual glow of heat throughout the
house. Many have likewise open fire-places in
their sitting-rooms : this is more as affording a
cheerful appearance to the room than from ne-
cessity, for by the stoves the house may be heated
to -any degree; they have also, as an additional
preventive against cold, recourse to double
doors, and double windows about six inches
apart. As soon as the winter has passed, the

rapid progress of vegetation is astonishing: ina

few weeks the fields are clad in the richest ver.
dure, and the trees decked in the gayest foliage :
the various productions of the garden make their
appearance in quick succession, and the grain

sown in May yields a Tich harvest by the end of

July. Spring has scarcely shown itself, when it
is summer. That part of the year, when the
seasons are so happily blended together, is de-
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Lightful :. Nature thea puts on hek richest dress,
and in ng part of the world is there a gi'aate;
display of beauty and variety of foliage than in
North Amgrica: the different tints of the fo-
rests are spperb: at the ssme time the heat is
not found to be inconveniently oppressive natil
the beginning of August ; the moath of Septem-
~ ber is the meost agreenble period of the year for
travelling in Canada. ‘
~ Notwithstanding the winter be long, and the
climate severely cold, yet the soil js in geperal
both fertile and good, producing barley, whest,
rye, and almost every other description of grain,
and nearly every variety of European vegetable,
a0d the eommon kind of frmts-—as apples, eur-
rants, raspberries, &c. Asa remarkable instange
of the richness of the $pi), the sugar-maple is
found in almost gvery part of the country: this
is a tree that will never flourish in a poor soil,
We have seen & maple-treg, of the diameter of
twenty-two inches, yield sufficient sap for mak-
ing six pounds of sugar each year, and we are
~ informed that it js no uncommon eccurrenge to
find trees yielding annually nearly the same
quantity for upwards of twenty years. The sap
of this usefyl tree also makes good vinegar, and
@ pleasant heverage similar to table-beer; if
distilled, it produces a very fine spirit; the sugar
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is brouglit to market by the country-people just
in the same way as any other of their produce.
Emigration has been productive of wonderful -
improvement in the agriculture of this country :
formerly the farmers were considered but sle-
venly husBandmen ; -hewever, the good example
set them by the English #nd Scotch farmers,
whe have ¢inigrated to this eountry, has exeited
them to emulation ; consequently they have be-
come more wealthy, industrious, did indepen-
dent, .and their lands have yearly proved meore
productive. The French Canadians are fond of
residing near each other, and as lobg as a pa-
rental farm will admit of division; a shaie of it
is given to the sons when they are grown up,
and it is only when the family is very large that
they think of purchasing fresh lots for ecultiva-
tion. The principal settlements in Lower Canada
lte contiguous to the River St. Lawrence, but
the dangerous navigation of that river renders it
advisable that emigrants from England te this
country, who have the means within their power,
should come out by way of New York: it is the
safest and decidedly the most comfortable mode
of reaching these colonies. -

This very abridged account of Lower Canada
will, we hope, be found acceptable to our young
readers, and not tetally destitute of interest:
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should they ever visit that beautiful and prolific

. - country, they will be able to judge of its correct-

ness. It is our intention at no distant period to

follow our little friend Henry through his travels

to Quebec, the capital of Lower Canada; visit

with him the Falls of Montmorency,. the Indian
village Lorette, and proceed to: Niagara, the .

Burning Springs, the village of Chippewa, and

Toronto, the capital of the Upper Province,

where we shall take some  pains to ascertain as

correct an account of the country as we can, and

give to our young friends as many details as the

limits of our future pages will allow. The facility

§ and comfort, as well as cheap rate:of travelling

| by means of steam-boats throughout the Canadas,

as well as the United States, offer a powerful

finducement to Europeans to visit North America

—a country that presents every charm and fas-

cination to those who are admirers of nature, for

there she reigns in undisturbed glory: moun-

tains, forests, rocks, lakes, rivefs, cataracts, all

in perfection, are here to be seen. A visit to the

Niagara alone would by many be thought a suffi-

cient recompense for a voyage across the At-

lantic; yet there are other inducements in our

opinion equally attractive. The scenery in many

parts is magnificently grand, particularly in the

Upper Province. The winters there are very
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severe, but the snow seldomn remains longer than
three- months on the ground: its soil produces
luxuriant crops of Indian corn, some of the
stemsof which grow as high as from six to eight
feet; between each row they frequently plant
melons, squashes, and gourds. Peaches in this
bart of the country, too, arrive to great perfection
in the open fields: it is no unusual occurrence
in parts of the Upper Province to see the farmers °
feeding their pigs with peaches. In Lower Ca-
nada the summer is too short to permit them to
ripen sufficiently, so that they are never brought
to any perféction. L

~ In closin§ our brief pages, we sanguinely hope
our young readers will have followed Henry
across the Atlantic, and through part of the
United States into Canada, with mingled feelin
of interest and pleasure; and that the time allogtc
ted to the perusal of this little volume will not
be considered as lost. - The details recorded may
be depended upon as facts, conscientiously writ-
ten without national or personal prejudice: the
author has been ‘influencéd solely by an ardent
desire to convéy to the young mind useful in-
formation in the most pleasing and easy manner ;
and she flatters herself that, particularly such as
may anticipate a visit to North America, will
ultimately find her efforts have not been fruitless.
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She would also hope thut those who are contented
to remdin on their own side of the Atlantic may -
float down the pages of her unpretending little
volume, tiftder the conviction that what they read
has not been stamped by prejudice, or adorned
with fhlse representstions; and she intreats the
publie and ¢he reviewers will receive her humble
efforts with indulgenee, always remembering
that she dues not presume to rank herself among
the literati of the day.

THE END.
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