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FENCING THE FARM
By W. J. RUTHERFORD. De„ of Agriculture.

Universiiy of Sa.katchewan

yoars and with this m vi.-w thi^, 1, i

,'''''''''' '" ""' '"'•^' f«'w

who s«.k information
"" '^ '"'"'« '"••'""•''' t" ='.-sist tho«.

the fi^rzr'::;:;;;'zrizrt " " • 'r '" •""''• '•• '-^-t
domestic animals ciamaRo ro' Itr,.

" """"'"'« ••"""'als. Stn.v
to the breeder's prosp^^. ^ tnl^^^lT' ""™'''^ '"•• " """'"-
rai.sing may Ik. .safely engage, in

' m f "f .V"
"''" •""' •'**^- ^^.-p

of the wind and scatter thls,s as 1 ^ ' ''":' '"'"''" •'''"'"^ "'"'"''

outside fence. Inside fen • s Tr ^ ' *^
'"''

f"^^''^
''>' " "•''" '""It

for diffei^nt classes of^oi It ?l';l
'"

""'t'
'" ''"•'"'^'' '^-^^'"••-

;-il;iings to fields. ProX ^I^LZt^f^J::":^^^^;^ '-"^ ^-"

fortilit!;, the kJ^in^dowr f w'cirt: r- '•' the „,,•„.,„„„., ,;,

<Tops,all in order that farm L nnv ll T'T f *"^«*"' ''""' ''^'"er

business. ^ "'''' '« '-""fl'icted as a l„.,t,.r paying
The farmer will decide for him«plf ..^ ^ i . ,•

It may be that he will ^vish to ™n . f ^•'"'"'"^ '' ''''^'"'*-^-

reasons which he himself knows 1^^^
a quarter or half section for

it may \^ that a forU "r e.«h t ,^"
~ 7 "• '''^'''''''' '"""'"• •t'--<»-

cattle convenient to Lfa^sLrplZ^'l^ ^"'^ ^"''^''^'^ '"•

that he wishes to protect. Tetretommnnf " ". '^'' ^•'""''''^''^ *»*'f
of work, he should make a dI n ofZT ^^ ?'."'' "" ""Po'-tant piec-
and cross fences that .4ouint built on [t"" f""'

'^'^""^ ^^^'
''""'"''^'-.V

years. If this is carefully done the fir«?
""^' /''" ""^^ '» »" 20

added with Httle additSlt;. ^1 J) ff n";:S 1 'r'^ T\
"^"'"^

down because of ill-conceived plans.
"^'" *" *"' ""•"

Important Considerations.
When plans are completed tho Hi.rl ,.f r, n ,

upon. It will very likely 1^ dther b«r if '" '"" ''"''^' *" '^^' •'^''•'•'^'«l

or horses are to Jlimited 1" h 'f™"td i/'rT:"
"."" "

"f'-^'
-^^'^

an outlay sufficient to cover'eost of wmv „ .
'"^* prepared to make

of barbed wire may be uTd ThL^^n I!rV
'" '

"'V f""-- ''f--"'is

and sheep by placing benealhlt^"^;:: ';,";;;;'' f^'^'T
'"' ''''^^

^^re fabnc. If one has in mind a fence t^at wiU
;.,.:.""'''• '""T"P.RS, sheep, coyotes and dogs, then a.; del^H;' ^^'^ i.

";^;l:;



IHCRE
^

5i Rods ^
or

Flncl

sHoDb

V)

I nCRE,
^e !U/ff£S

52. Rods
Of!

FCNCL

\
Vi^ f^CRC

so Rods
or F£NCE.

to Rods

_ M Rods

2. flC RES
RCQUfRE^

7Z Roos
o F

Fence

Q

o
fvJ

Q

M
M

I

2 2. Rqed<.

3 RCRE^
RCQU IRE3
SS Rods

o F

Fence

Zo Rods

^^Q U f R£S

yoH Rods q

'Q

O F

Fence It

csj

ZSRoDS SFt.

^ flcR£S

^ ff£^u//fas

$ /0//foDs3ifr.

«^ ^F /£/VC£"

Showing length of fencing required for fielda of variom siM.



1 l*lii.€ om So Roos

V)

Q

It

o
•si

CO

or

Q

Q:

0:

•0

•r

80/lC/^E5

R^GiUIRES 1^

FioDi or Fence

Q

tc

o
"^
"^

U

o

* o

0§ «fc

•4

004

o
«:

^1

/O

<»o Roos

2; Mile or 6o Roos

i^nikK on ^0 RoOi

"R
w SLoRoDi or Fence ^

s
H+

i A7//,g o^ do/?oo6
f Mile or /6o «oo5

/^^ /Jcrb:s

^^O RoD5 OF F£:fstC£

V)

Q

M

ft:

J

t
-^

i: t^icE OR iLo F^oDs
Showing length of fencing required for fields of various sizes.

5



'null 'rT '""?• '" '.'""• ""^•"" -''• ^"••- ^l'' <'- „ .

Pdmt.s.

Thrr,. a,v fhr... inatrrials of whi.h f,.,».,. ,M,.rs „.v n.a.l..
•iiul whn. .Im.hi.K „,k.m wl.i.-h .„ »s,. ...h- must tak.. int..
.•onHKloraHon fhr .osf

. stivnKtl. and .l..ral>ilifv. Anv .,f iluw,.
mat..r.als .-an In- ..l.tain..! if .,„.. wis,,.. ,.; „av ,1... ,.,i,...
\V.HKl..n ,mst8 an- „f n.anv kinds. «)„ parts of tl... nrlmios
wil.nv un,l iK.plar posts can l„. Im.l for tl... .nttinR hut th.-s,.

sivHv ir: ;;"' ''""' '""? "'" ''"""^•'"- '«•'"« '-•• "^•">'-
sivH>wlic...th.'yarcncarathantlan(lcasilvol,tai

I (hori
arR,. ar..a ,H,sts \nxu> to Jm> obtain...! fr,„n a .listan... an.l
tlu-n It IS a niatt.T .,f .-hoosiuK " .lural.l.. w.khI of tlic riKlit
siz... IcnRth an. soun.ln.'ss that has Uvu .-.it at tlu- rid.t
mu-. ,My ..,1 and s.as.,n..d. In all th.. tests that hav.- I.,rnmade with W.K..I, n.un.l ,,..lar p.,sts4 t., <»in,.|u.s at th.. s„nll

<-n.l. <-ut Kr..,.n .n n..,.c.„.lH.r ..r January. ,k...I...| an.l s..a...n..
UM' tlR. most .lural,i..-tlu life lH.i„K ahout IS to 20 v.-arsUh. less sapw.K,,! th.. longer liv.-.l uill !«. th,. ,H,st.'oth<.|-
t hinRs lH.,„g nght

.
( r,.„s.,t i„K timl,..r h.-lps t<, pr.,I„nK its lifeSpht ,-,.. ar ,M..sts an. (•h..aiH.ran.i,ifere.,sot...l,Kive v.tv uo.„i

Hat.sfu,.tHm. Tamarae a;„l spru..,. ar,. ,..s<.,i hut th.^i, lile
IS not so long as ee.iar. Willow and p.,plar an- .-onstantlv
1 (•<..in.g repairs an.l suhstituti.ms after thre.. years .,f us..
1 he ro-st for .l.gging holes, setting, ef.. u.i.l.s nmi-h t., the .-ost'
of w.M,.l..n posts. A Ko..,l workman .-an set onlv about fifty

kimUf JiL '

'"'' "* """' '"" '"' '"""•'•^'•« ^" ""^''^ ""•'

Coiu-ret.. posts reinforced with iron an.l s ,h-1 can Ih- n.u.iem n oul.ls on the grou.u . Th..y ar.. durahl.- when pro,H.riy
ma.le. 1 1... ...xix^nse will yary acconling to the cos of nro-c-unng gray,.

. san.l an.l reinforcing. Hd..^ hayo to Ik' d gand .>.,sts s,.t as w,th wood hut wh,.n on,-,, in place tlu-v J
t;;rh::;m."'"^"'^«^^'-'''^''--^^-«-

A numl),.r of fence companies ar,. now putting on th,.

";;£- T,
'""^^ '''''' r '""'^'"^ ^•"^>- attractiy,.',. fen

l'<"ld,'rs. lh,.se are ma,le in ,lifTerent ways-angle chann,'!

TZLr 7r'- ''';\'"^" '""'" -p;.rimonU.,l wlihta numbe. of years ami haye proyed str,>r- an,l durabi,.
1 he co«t yanes w.th th,. weight. The firs, cost is us ^ y

X. ept for ..omens a„,l brace posts. The i,iterm,..lia f
p. sts are dnyen at the rale of about 3U0 p.-r ,i y „llus materially cheapens the first cost of the fence'

-"'"'p'
|)o»t »how-
liir attarh-



a K-khI Mfaf,. of r..,,air.

'"'
'

"'"'''"^ '""' "••'^''> "'"in.ai.M.I

Now .liatcvcr kind

Ml

t'oHNKH. Km. A.M. CatkI'-sIv
A WfMMlrti cornel, cnil

•t shoul.l ,.xt..n.l alKut 2 inch... .,1 ,.,i i*- ''''''''' «'•'''"'''•

r44 fi'-ii.O

"^^ComnLTc Cap
•^ A Son 6 /tT CDOI^ i,1 fir CCr^TffC

^aRTH TO BE ^'LL P/iCKED

'^^^Co/s/CH£T£ /L- THICH x 2-0' Z

riETHOD OrflNCHOmNG CoRNERPo.T^ >y>THC0f,CHET£

f'lacing may he made as .shown in th<> diaer-.m Ti
asainst the sohd Riound Th,. I r„

"''^'^'\'"- ^^'"^ T«)'<t is set sc,uar(.|>-

large .tone, at the ^ on.. Th w 11 S;.'"
^'"

T t''''
"""--^^ -^^i'

will not take place asit usuallv U ^
'" '"'"'' '""«'''' ''f^' «'^ «''''-av

of the Krcund.
"^ ''•""' '''*'"" '^ '< ^^^ "'-^l^' -^ ^»om the surface



The top anrhnfi^^ff

the bottom anchor) take the

the pull oj the fence m one
direction, yv/i//e the

Braces, etc.

The accompanying diagrams indicate the best methods of settinir

fTow?d "rZ wf' ^r^^'^'^
«"*^ ^'^ ^»d this method shoSd SfoUowed to the letter for the reasons given above, namely strength

C^Z^^^ "^'^T-- J*
"^ ^ ^^'"^'^ '^ t^« "'""rat on tha^^chbrac_e post .s provided with two anchors which are made of good sdidwood. 2 inches thick, 6 inches wide and 2 feet long. TheS frsi^kedto the ,>«st-. ae near the top or the ground on the sL of the ^tTlhe



direction of which the wire is to be stretched and the other at the l>ottoinon the opposite side Stones at the bottom or better, concrete, then
earth well tamped and concrete at the top will give satisfactory results.
Brace posts are placed about 11 feet apart

Wooden braces are made of clear, straight 4 inches by 4 inches ab<.ut
12 feet long. The upper end of the brace is cut so as to fit flat against
he first brace post about 10 inches from the top. The post is cut a little

fif.'^jf .!. ?u
"""^ ^"••tised enough to weaken the post. The brace is

fitted to the other brace post in a similar manner at about 10 inches from
the bottom and both ends should be securely spiked.

Wire Brace.

Wire bracing is made of No. 9 or larger soft wire. Fasten the freeend about 4 inches from the bottom of the first post and carry v^•ire around
second brace post about 4 inches from the top and down to bottom of

wifK ^ /''. !^u'"
^'°1"''^

f°
""^^^ '^^"^'^ strand. Pull the wire tightvuth hand stretcher aaid make secure. Place a hammer handle or shortsmooth stick between the double strands of wire. t«-ist a tight cableand the brace is complete.

-£ot/om anehor i\i, e^

Showing the correct method of bracing a fence.

Concrete comers, etc., are set in the same way or built in l)ut mustbe properly braced to stand the strain of stretching the mre St^posts are not so large but are large enough and are braced accordingTomethod as per the accompanying diagram.
Intermediate brace posts should be .set in the line evrry forty rodsThese give stability and durability to the fence. See diagram'. Theintermediate line post may be set one rod or one and a quarter rods apart,oome set them two rods apart but this is a little too great a stretch



llic- iiil,.rm,.,lii ,. Ii,,,/U,i V I)o»»ililc iui.l practical,],. t„ fill i„

^tay,.,l. Th,. latter aro the iHTto T Others are socuroly

f<-nc,. with three lvul«.,lu^J nn/. '*'''™ '^'•""'' 20 inch

>^Un-k. A„v \X '

Jo f r i"^
'"^1''"' '^ «°"*' ^''""' <«'• »» kinds „f

win- aboard^JZJtL hS"? l^ZT,
^'""'' ''?" "'"" '^'^'^^

wire until something gives tnTh',. ''^"

""I'.'"'
""'' ^^^ ^^"^•™

rolls. Time "
us s • d •,!

'^ ."'•' "T
'""' '^"">^' '•"•^- '» '"»« '"^Kth

to 40 rods.
stietthed. On uneven ground only 20

NlrctrluT iind stretcher chains attached to post.

Stretching the Wire.

t^r. l'""!'
^1"' "'"'• '''''''^ *'''^^ "^^ ^t ^nd post; wind the free end of thn

10



means of a wire splicer make a neat secure wind. Do the same witli the
lemaiiiing wiics. Then atta<'h the stieteher to the other end and fasten

tlie stieteher ehain to the stretcher post; pull fence liy means of stretcher

rtNcc cijmp

The "Lolt" wire strctrlifr.

until tiie fence is uprifjht and ti^lit as a violin string. If there are depres-
sions the fence should l)e just loose enoush so that the weight of a man
will hear it down to the Rround. Staples should l)e driven to hold the
wire up to place. The staple should not t)e driven solidly against the

W iic tightly stretclicd and ready to be wrapped around end post and splice<l.

wire for the reasons that it breaks the galvanising, jams the wood and
does not leave the wires free to move in ease of a sudden jar on the fence
nor when contraction or expansion takes place due to cold or heat. The
wins will rust and bn-ak. the post rot and the fence will be less durable
and subject to a greater outlay for repairs. '

The accompivnying diagrams show the tools u.sed in fence building
and iiulicate how to use them.

Splicer and splieetl wire.

11



I'nESEBVATION Of HVlODEN PosTS

Red ( ('(lar

White Codar -^0 years

Tamarac 10 yecrs
White Willow 8 ypa.s
Jack Pino <> years
<^ ottonwood 'i to Ti years

T
I

o to 5 years

Ih' done on the farm (VeosoVo ?=
''''".^^»f"« f^we posts or it mav

than water. It eorri. i^C 1"nlS"? f™""
«''' ^^''«htly hLvg

Kallon according to the erade T^» . .
'"' *'"'*' 25 to 60 cents ner

are made of H%auKe%r^iron ^ttSrT";".^'
T'• ^'^^ ^-^

feet ,n diameter and 31., f„.t deen Id th f
""' *'*"'' ^'^'°"'d be 31^

feet. The cylindrical tVnk is the 1 '•'^^t^ngular tank 4 by 4 by 8
treated. The posts must be f^ l^V" TS •*''' '^"^^^ ^^ ^^'
bo completely removed Thev shul bo ,^\'

^'j^""^'" ''oating should
to allow the oil to soa. n o th Cd T?^

*''' '"^'""^^ '° «rder
vvith the butts ,lown. Th. creositeTs h.nltn

^^'^'^ """^ ^*«"d upright
and heated to 220 degn^sFahrenZit 'Vk !^ '" '" ^' ^o fill the tank
mmutes to 3 hours' ccord^ngTo the kTn7and "l?''"*'^^^^*^^-^?The object is of course to exnand 7h«

^nd condition of the timber
posts are then removed to Se rectlt. r'f "?'' ^" ^^'"^ ^^^ oil. The
creosote at a temperature of 11(SeTstahe^h ?' ^^''^ *° ^ ^^^^L
place by a plank and lever. This fiT^e ^^r "^ ^he poets are held in
more durable. The process m„\ h

P^'^'^^aod renders the post much
cyhndrical tank-firstTo heald to'Sl'"''' '^ ?« "^«^ «nem cooled oil with fire drawn.

^^^''^' «^ ^^ove and then

Points to Keep in Mind.

insidJ-f^^e";.
'"'" "' '^''" ^^^^'^^ ''^""d-y of farmstead and future

2. Select material, suitable posts, wire, etc
-J- Avoid poor materials

Set .tmtS,rSX IZi^Lr'''"'' "' «' »' *= fen..

7. htretch all wires tight
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