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LABORATORY

OK TIIK

IM.AXl) KKVENUE DEPARTMENT

OTTAWA, CANADA

BULLETIN No. t>9

OLIVK OIL

Ottawa, Octoliei- 24, 1911.

W .J. G KHALI), Ks(|.

Deputy Minister of Inland Revenue.

Sir,— I have the honour to forv.ard you herewitli a report upon the examination

of 152 samples of Olive Oil, purcha.sed by our inspectors throughout Canada in April

of this year. Of this number 139 samples are found to lie genuine, and 13 »ample» are

adulterated under the terms of ti.e Act. The adulteration consists in every case of an

admixture of Cotton Seed Oil, 'an inferior or cheaper substance' (iSec. 3 (h), without

declaration of this fact (Sec. 3 (d).

It appears from cori-espondence had with iiuporters and vendors, that in some cases

this article has been sold in good faith, as believed to be genuine Olive Oil. It is

imported for the most part, in sealed containers, and apparently represented as Olive

Oil. While this fact seems to exculpate the immediate vendors from any charge of

intent to defraud, it does not warrant me in describing the samples as other than

adulterated under the Act.

Olive < )il lias been collected and examined on four different occasions, with the

following results :

—

Hnlletii! l)Ht.'.

iKsn
19(6
litllH

mil

Total
Samples.

40
IMi

l>4

13!l

A.lnl t. IVltfll

:«j

in

i.'i

i;i

Donlitfiil.
,

Salad Oil.

Ill .

1.59

IIW

H2
152

5
2 24

3
•.'29.

.

—

Percentage of adulteration, 40, 15, If* and 8.



It i« Kratifyiiig U, note that the percentage of Hdulteration \n gr. atlv reducwl sine*
I ^t<it, when the first inHfiection w»s made.

It is right hUo to point out that iis (.•oncrrns healthfulness there is no case against
leli r».fine«l CotUm Heed Oil uh b fo<id substaiicp, either alone or in admixture. Adul-
•oration lonsiNts in the sale of the article under a name which properly belunan to
.mother fcKxl material. ' r / a

The following standards for Olive Oil are re8fH,-ctfully recommended for further
-tudy, with reference to legalization, under Section -'6 of the Adulteration Act. Tt is to
U' noted that, except in the last particular, they do not take into con^ideration the
'luality ot the od : but only its genuineness as regards specific identity.

PROPOSED .STANDARDS FOR OLIVK OIL.

Otii-e (HI, is entirely a product of the fruit of the Olive tree,

t
., i^*"

*'*'''''- K^'vity at 15 .V centigrade, is not less than 9140, nor re th.in

Its specific refra<tive index at 15rf C. is not less than 1 4700 nor more than
1 4i 18.

Its Maumene number varies from 42 to .'>2.

Its iodine absorj.tion number (using the Hiihl solution) lies Ijetween 77 per cent
and !14 jier cent.

'^

Its saponification (KuttsKjrfer) number lies between 185 and 195 0.
It does not contain alwve 3 5 p«'r cent of free fatty acids.
I lieg to recommend the piihlioation of this report as Bulletin No. l'2<j.

I have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

A. McGILL,
Vhi« Analyst.

12083— ] J
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